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EXPllll�ATIO� Of T8E C8A�T. 
� 

designed to show at a glance the 
co�nection between Time and Eternity. The course 
of Time is seen running from the Past Eternity 

� on to the Ettrnity still future. Along its course 
are marked the leading events which have and 
which will yet transpire during the vanous 
dispensations. 

The Church of God is marked by a yellow star, and is seen 
in the purpose of God before the Stream of Time takes its rise ; 
"chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world." We 
then pass from Eternity into Time, and find the record of 
this world's history begins with the account of that fair 
and lovely scene, "Paradise," which was so soon marred and 
lost by the Fall. But even in that scene of ruin God left 
not Himself without a witness, of whom Enoch takes a foremost 
place, whose earthly testimony was closed by his translation to 
Heaven. Noah then resumed the work of tes.timony and was 
carried �hrough the Flood, and repeopled the purged earth. 

His descendants soon lapsed into idolatry, and from that 
gross darkness God called Abram to be the father of a great 
nation, which was again to be His witness amidst the abounding 
idols of the nations. This nation's history is marked by the 
blue line. It is first made to rise above the broad red line, 
setting forth Abram's separation from the nations, then it 
drops again with Jacob's descent into Egypt, and rises again 
with the Exodus from Egypt under Moses. Israel then 
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received the law at Sinai, and on the ground of the Conditional 

Covenant made thereat they entered the land of Canaan. 

In due course they desired a king like the nations around 

them. Then follow the reigns of Saul, David and Solomon. 

But in the days of Rehoboam the Son of Solomon, ten tribes 

revolted under Jeroboam, and from that time they· became two 

distinct nations. At this point the blue line dzvz'des. The 

House of Israel soon fell into idolatry, for which, God allowed 

them to be taken captive by the Assyrians. Hence the blue 

line representing Israel, again falls to the red one, and does 

not separate from it until the beginning of the Thousand Years 

of Rest. As a nation they have not been restored, but lie 
hidden among the nations of the earth, although kept distinct 

from them. 

The other blue line, representing the House of Judah, 

continues a little further when it also drops down to the red 

line, which sets forth their being taken captive by the Chaldeans 
into Babylon for seventy years. This line is again raised to 
denote their restoration from Babylon under Zerubbabel, Ezra, 

and Nehemiah, and it was this part of Israel which was. 

found in Palestine when our Lord was born. But at their 

instigation, their Messiah was crucified, consequently, the 

Romans were allowed to come and take away both their place 

and nation. Once more the blue line descends to the red, for 

God has pronounced them "Lo-ammi," i.e. "Not my people," 

and as a nation He has for a time cast them off and scattered 

them abroad upon the face of the earth, mixing among all 

nations yet kept in separation from them. 

In God's time they will return to �heir own land (as many 

are doing even now) where they will pass through "The Great 

Tribumtion," and out of which a Remnant will be brought to 

become the nucleus of the millennial nation. Here they will 

be joined by the Ten Tribes, which are brought out from their 
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national graves and restored to their own land upon the 

ground of the unconditional Covenant made with Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob. At this time they will become one nation 

again as it was in David's day, so the two blue lines merge 

into one, "all Israel will then be saved and be blest in Palestine." 

During the interval of time while God's earthly people are 

set aside, He is telling out the deeper counsels of His love and 

grace. The Church which was chosen in Christ before 

creation is now being formed upon earth. When this 

is completed the Lord will descend from Heaven, and the 

Church will ascend to meet Him iri the air, and return with 

Him to the Father's House where the Marriage Supper of the 

Lamb takes place. After which, the Lord will appear to the 

world, and come back to the earth bringing His saints with 

Him. In that day His feet shall stand upon the Mount of 

Olives which will cleave asunder, and during the thousand 
years of His reign the Church will reign with Him. 

The red line sets forth the Gentiles in distinction from 

Israel. When the latter was taken captive on account of her 

idolatry, God placed the reins of government in the hands of 

the former, as revealed by the Prophet Daniel when interpreting 

Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the great image. Universal power, 

world-wide supremacy was given to him as the head of the 

Babylonish monarchy, which was represented by the "head of 

gold." Babylon was succeeded by the Medo-Persian power as 

shadowed forth in the " breast and arms of silver.'' This 

again was followed by the Grecian power as seen in the "belly

and thighs of brass." This ultimately gave way to the iron 

power of Rome as described in "the legs of iron, and feet part 

of iron and part of clay." The tc:n toes of the image set forth 

the future division of the Roman earth into ten parts, each 

ruled over by a separate king, and these again will be governed 
by one great ruling power, called in the Book of Revelation, 
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"the Beast," who will receive his throne and authority from 
Satan. 

But in the days of these kings the God of Heaven will set up 
a kingdom which shall never be destroyed. The " Stone'' cut 
out without hands is seen smiting the image upon its feet and 
destroying it, then filling the whole earth. This will take place 
when Christ comes forth as the King of kings and the Lord of 
lords, followed by His army to make war against the Beast, 
the ten kings and their armies. Striking through kings in the 
day of His wrath, the Lamb shall overcome every foe, and 
" reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His 
ancients glo'riously." Then sha11 "the earth be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea." 

The Beast and the False Prophet will at his appearing be 
taken in red-handed high treason against Earth's Rightful 
King, and be cast alive into the Lake of Fire. Satan will be 
taken and bound in the bottomless pit during the thousand 
years. At the close of this period the Old Serpent and Satan 
will be permitted by God to leave his prison for a short season, 
during which he makes his final attempt to dethrone the Object 
of his hellish hatred. But this last act of rebellion is dealt 
with in direct judgment from God, and the arch-enemy of 
God, and the arch-deceiver of man will be ca!t into the place 
prepared for him and his angels, where the Be�st and the 
False Prophet are. 

The Great White Throne is then seen, which forms the 
solemn close to the history of Time, and the Eternal State is 
brought in, in which "the Tabernacle of God will be with 
men," and "God will be all in all." 
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AS we hope to have four Evenings together to consider 
the important subject of the Lord's Second 
Coming, I purpose looking at that glorious event in 

four different aspects, first, as the Hope of the Believer ; 
secondly, as the Hope of the Church; thirdly, as the Hope of 
Israel; and fourthly, as the Hope of Creation. Thus viewing 
it from these various standpoints all present may get a clear 
and a comprehensive view of this heart-comforting and life
sanctifying Hope. May the Holy Spirit who penned these 
sacred pages, and whose blessed office it is through them to 
reveal the things of Christ to our souls, guide us into all truth 
and shew us things to come. 

THE GREAT WEEK OF TIME. 

Let me for a moment refer you to the Chart, which may 
enable all to follow our remarks more readily. You will see at 
a glance that the Chart shews the Eternal Past to be linked to 
the Eternal Future by the Great Week of Time. The Seven 
Thousand Years of Time thus appear as a kind of parenthesis 
in the vast history of Eternity. And during these different 
epochs, God is unfolding and carrying out the wondrous Plan, 
which He purposed in Himself long before the world began, 
and which will be seen to be fully executed and perfectly 
accomplished in the Eternal Future. 
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THE PRESENT PERIOD. 

During the Present Age or Dispensation, which commenced 

at Pentecost and will be closed by the Second Coming of the 

Lord, Christ i.:; seen at the Right Hand of God " crowned 
with glory and honour," having gone back to the Father as the 
earth-rejected, but heaven-accepted Man. And, as the Glorified 
One, He has sent down the Holy Spirit into the scene of His 
rejection to testify of Him. All those who believe the Spirit's 
testimony are born of God. They are separated from the 
World and united to Christ in glory, and are called to "wait 
for God's Son from heaven." 

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

The Divine Witness begins His work with the sinner by 
convicting him of "sin, of righteousness, and of judgment to 
come." He testifies to the solemn truth that we are sinners by 
nature and therefore we are perfectly helpless to atone for aught 
that has been wrong in the past, or to fit ourselves for God's 
thrice ho! y presence. He charges sin home to the conscience 
and declares that we are guilty sinners by practice, and as 
such we are under the righteous judgment of God. He 
reveals the solemn fact that to die in that state is to be banished 
from God's presence and to be consigned where hope and 
mercy can never come. The conscience thus being awakened, 
and real anxiety of soul produced, the cry ascends from the 
heart " What must I do to be saved ? " The same blessed 
Spirit then turns the tear-dimmed eye of that penitent soul 
back to the Cross and there reveals the Divine remedy for sin, 
the contrite 'sinner's perfect plea before God. Gazing upon 
that amazing sight he discovers therein the Marvel" of the Ages, 

the Wonder of the Universe. He beholds the Incarnate Son 
of God. voluntarily undertaking his case, and dying in his 

room and stead. He hears a cry coming from that scene 

of supernatural darkness and unutterable woe, "My God, 
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my God, why hast Thou forsaken me? '' And 1n childlike 
faith, and by the Holy Spirit's teaching he exclaims, " It was 
all for me;'' -"It was all on my account;" "He was wounded 
for my transg·ressions, and bruised for my iniquities ; the 
chastisement of my peace was upon Him, and by His stripes I 
am healed." With lioly boldness and with adoring wonder 
he crys "The Son of God loved me and gave Himself for me.'' 
On that atoning death he bases his soul's salvation; upon that 
accomplished ,vork he ventures his all for time and for eternity, 
He there sees sin judged and Satan silenced. He there beholds 
a perfect atonement made to God for all his sins, and a full 
and eternal salvation provided for him, the believing sinner. 
Hearing the Word of Jesus and believing on Him who sent 
Him, he becomes the happy possessor of eternal life, and is 
assured by the immutable Word of the unchanging God, that 
he "shall not come into condemnation but is passed from death 

unto life.'' 

The Spirit of Truth now directs the eye of such an one, 

upward, and there reveals the same living, loving Lord Jesus 
as his Representative before the Throne, ever living to make 
intercession for him. He now learns that Christ has, as the 
Mighty Sin bearer, put away His people's sins for ever, and that 

now as the Great High Priest He lives to meet all the 

requirements of the Holy Place on their behalf. 

Then the unerring Teacher and infallible Guide seeks to 

point the eyes of all those saved by grace, forward, and desires 

to make known to their hearts the glorious fact that th_at 

same Jesus who died for them, and now lives in God's presence 

for them, is coming a second time according to His own 

promise, "I will come again and receive you unto myself; 

that where I am, there ye may be also." John xiv. 3. This is 

the hope which the Scriptures set before the believer and 
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which should be the one great event ever before the mind of 
every child of God. 

SALVATION, NOT THE BELIEVER'S HOPE. 

But alas ! there are many Christians who fail to be led 
on by this Heavenly Guide, and who never enjoy the sweetness 
and blessedness of this revealed truth. They seem to think 
that salvation is the thing they are called to hope for. How 
often do we. get the answer even from those whom we feel are 
really trusting to the :finished work of Christ, when asked 
plainly and pointedly, "Are you saved? " "Well, I hope so ; " 
as though salvation from hell was something to be attained in 
the future, instead of living even now in the enjoyment of it. 
We are frequently meeting with those who through unbelief, 
and a false humility, hesitate to take God simply and fully at 
His word upon this momentous subject; consequently, they 
are kept in a state of spiritual bondage and never really enter 
into "the blessedness of the man whose iniquity is forgiven, 
and whose sin is covered." The unspeakable joy of God's 
salvation is a thing practically unknown to them. 

THREEFOLD ASPECT OF SALVATION. 

If there are any such present, let me say to them, that 
salvation is not the hope of the believer in Christ, for what a 
man hath, why doth he yet hope for? This is the object of 

faith and not of hope. When I use the word " salvation " in 
this connection, I mean the: present deliverance from the 
eternal consequences of sin ; because the term is a very 

comprehensive one, and is used in the New Testament in a 
threefold aspect. For instance, in Acts xvi. 3 r ; Eph. ii. 5 ; 

and 2 Tim. i. 9, we have salvation from the penalty of sin, 

death, helJ, and judgment. This is to the believer the past and 
perfected view of salvation. It is a work accomplished for us 

by God when we first believed in Him to the saving of t1!e 
soul ; "and, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever." Again, 
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in Matt. i. 21 ; Phil. ii. 12, 13 ; and Rom. viii. 24, we have 
salvation from the power of sin, which is a present and 
progressive thing wrought in the Saint by the power of the 
indwelling Spirit, and which makes manifest in his daily life 
that he is a child of God. Then in Rom. xiii. I I, and Heb. ix. 
28, we have salvation from the presence of sin, 

'' When all the ransomed Church of God, 

Is saved to sin no more." 

Here we have something yet future, a prospective thing, wh,ich 
can only be fully entered upon at our Lord's return ; when 
"this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality," then shall this body of 
sin and death be destroyed, and we shall be both morally and 
physically like our Lord. 

Let me use an illustration to try and make this clear to all. 
Suppose a terrible gale is blowing at sea, and yonder vessel is 
driven from her course on to the rocks, making a tremendous 
hole in her side, she is fast filling with water, and all hands on 
board are in danger of being engulfed in a watery grave. A 
flag of distress is hoisted, and signals for help are sent up. 
These are seen from the land, and brave hearts and willing 
hands hastily man the lifeboat and pull with might and main 
to the rescue. Meanwhile a crowd has collected on the shore, 
�nd all eyes are fixed upon the wreck, and many are watching 
through their glasses every movement made at the exciting 
scene. One by one they see the poor fellows taken into the 
boat, and at length the boat head is turned fron1 the sinking ship 
and starts for the shore, and we hear the crowd say "Thank 
Goq, they are saved." But, although saved from the doomed 
vessel they have not yet reached land. They have to battle 
with winds and waves, and every stroke they make with the 
oars they are being saved. In due course they near the shore, 
and now on the crest of a huge wave they give a long pull, a 
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strong pull, and a pull altogether, which lands them safely 
on the beach, and as the men step out on to terra

-firma
) 

again, the adn1iring spectators exclaim '' Thank God, 
they are saved.'' So with ourselves as believers in Christ. 
We remember when we first saw out imminent danger, and 
realized our awful doom as sinners before God, how we cried 
out like a sinking Peter, "Lord save me,'' and immediately, 
an Almighty hand was stretched forth to deliver us. 
Apprehending our lost and ruined condition, we beheld 
ourselves like a stranded vessel on the rocks of unbelief and sin 
surrounded by the dark waters of death, and at any moment 
liable to be ·engulfed in the angry billows of judgment. It was 
then we hoisted a flag of distress, and cried with the three 
thousand at Pentecost "Men, and brethren, what shall we do?" 
A signal for Divine aid was sent up when from the depths 
of the heart we prayed "God be merciful to me a sinner.'' 
And what hope was inspired within our breasts as we saw the 
Gospel lifeboat brought right along side us! And oh! the 
joy and peace which filled our souls as we heard the words 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." 
Then it was, we by faith stepped on board the lifeboat. Having 
believed that word, we are now safe in Christ where judgment 
never can touch u;. " Saved in the Lord with an everlasting 
salvation." Still, we find the winds and waves °=re contrary to 
us ; the world, the flesh and the devil are all against us ; the 
hosts of darkness are opposed to us, and seek to hinder our 
spiritual progress. Hence, the need to grip the oars and to 
pull against the opposing elements, and so to make it patent 
to all that we belong to Him who saved us, and who now 
works in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure. Having 
God for us, Christ with us, and the Holy Spirit indwelling us, 
What have we to fear? We can defy all hell, and make headway 
towards the eternal shore, where all winds and lvaves shall 



The Hope of the Believer. 13 

cease and all conflict and temptations will be over, and 

we shall rest in the Father's house for ever. 

When I say, salvation' is not the thing to be hoped for 

by the believer, I mean the fi1'sl aspect of this glorious 

truth. This should be the portion enjoyed even now, by 

every true Christian. A thing settled for eternity. But alas ! 

that which God has placed in the present, man puts in 

the future, the result is that which God puts m the future
!

man places so far remote, that by many it 1s scarcely, if 

ever, seen at all, 

DEATH NOT THE CHRISTIAN'S HOPE. 

Again, it is often said, and even by real Christians, " that 

many things in this life are uncertain, but one thing is 

sure to all, that is, death," thus placing death before the 

believer as the thing he is called to look for. I remember a 

dear aged servant of the Lord saying to me, "If I was 

to believe things you have said to-night, I should have 
to throw overboard things I have been taught for over 

sixty years." I replied, "I am very sorry for you; but 

the question for us to consider is, What does the Word 

of God say? It is not a question, what you have been 

taught for over half a century, or what I have been teaching 

to-night ; we must test all things by the Wora: of God; "to the 

law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this 

Word, it is because there is no light in them." "Well," 

said he, " You have been saying, that as Christians, we 

are not to look for death ; no,,. the Bible says, ' It is 

appointed unto all men once to die.' '' I asked him, " to 

kindly shew me that scripture in the New Testament.'' "It 

is there somewhere," he replied. "Now let us see what 

it really does say," I said, and we turned to Heb. ix. 27,

" As it is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the 

judgment : so Christ was once offered to bear the sins or 
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many; and unto them that look for Him shall He appear the 
second time, without sin, unto salvation." Why, the passage 
proves the very opposite. If the Apostle had said, it is 
appointed unto all men once to die, it would have clashed 
with I Cor. xv. 51, where Paul emphatically says, "We shall 

not all sleep, etc." I could not help saying to the dear 
old man, "If you must have an 'all,' please put it where 
the Holy Spirit has placed it, not in Heb. ix, 27, but in 
I Cor. xv. 51." Thank God, the believer has a living 
hope in a dying scene ; a glorious prospect beyond this vale 
of tears. He is called to " look for that blessed hope, 
and the appearing of the glory of our great God, and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.'' 

"The sky, not the grave, is our goal." 

The child of God is not certain that he will die, for the 
Lord may _return even during his life-time; and then, like 
Enoch, }Je would be translated to heaven without ever 
passing through death and the grave. Of course, if our 
Lord tarries a few more years, we shall, like those who have 
passed on before, have t<? lay down this mortal body, and be 
amongst those who are "absent from the body .and at home 
with the Lord." And even this would be blessed; for we 
read, •" To depart and to be with Christ is far better" than 
being here engag�d in His happy service. But thz"s is not 
our hope. We are not called to look for the unclothed state, 
or to hope for the disembodied condition, we are exhorted to 
look and long for the resurrection morning, when our risen 
Lord shall cqme, and clothe us with our house which is from 
heaven, when in glorified bodies we shall enter the 
resurrection state, and be for ever with the Lord. 

And what a . vast difference there is between death and 

the coming of the Lord! The former brings disunions, but 

the latter will bring eternal reunions. At death believers 
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enter into the presence of the King, one by one, but when 
Christ comes again, we shall go all together. Death makes 
such blanks in our family circles, and brings sorrow to the 
heart, and tears to the eyes ; whereas, that blessed hope will 
place us as one unbroken family in the Father's house; 
it will wipe away every tear, and fill each heart with 
unspeakable and eternal delight. 

PROPHECY NOT OUR HOPE. 

Neither is the fulfilment of the prophetz'c Scrzptu1"es the hope 
of the saints. We are not called to look for the manifestation 
of the Man of Sin, or to wait for the restoration of the Jews 
to their own land, or to watch for the drying up of the 
Euphrates ; these things are intensely interesting, and most 
important in their place ; but they do not constitute the 
Scriptural hope of the believer. He is "born from above,'' and 
destined to the skies. And as one who is Heaven-born and 
Heaven-bound, he should be looking for and hastening unto 
the Coming of Him, who has pledged His word to return. 
"For our citizenship is in heaven; from whence a]so we wait 
for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ; who shall fashion anew 
the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the 
body of His glory." (R.V.) 

THE DIVINE ORDER OF SCRIPTURE. 

But I have often been impressed with the fact that the 
I 

thirteenth chapter of John preceeds the fourteenth, which 
contains the special promise of our Lord's return. The order 
of this is divinely perfect and most instruct.ive. In the former 
we have the Paschal lamb upon the table, which set forth the 
death of Christ to deliver us from the wrath to come. This is 
where God begins and it is the place where we must start. 
In other words, we must first know Christ in death, as the One 
who died for our sins before we c�n enter into and enjoy the 
truth of His coming again. We cannot know what the 



lb The Second Coming of the Lord. 

Christian's hope is until we know what it is tQ trust in 

Christ as our personal Saviour. We must first behold Christ 

upon the Cross, ere we can look for His return from heaven. 

Otherwise, that event would find us unprepared and would 

seal our eternal doom. Just as the cry.stal walls of the Red 

Sea became salvation to the Israelites, but proved destruction 

to Pharoah and all his host. So the coming of the Lord will 

emancipate the believer from every tie and foe, but it will 

bring "destruction to all those who know not God, and who 
obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

The next thing in John xiii. is, Jesus arose from the supper 
table and hegan to wash His dz"sciples' feet. This seems to 

indicate another ver-y practical lesson. If the believer would 
really be living in the anticipation of that blessed hope, there 

must be a moral fitness, a spiritual preparedness for Christ's 

coming, which can only be brought about by the exercise of 
the spirit of self judgment. Our walk and way3, our words 

cmd worship must be brought under the keen edge of God's 

Holy Word and judged in the light of the Sanctuary. There 

must be a continual washing of our hands and feet at the laver 

of Truth, and so be kept clean by the washing of water by the 
word, or else we shall meet our Lord with shame and not 

with joy. 
Then follows the new Command from the lips of Him we 

call "Lord" and "Master," '' A new Command I give unto you, 

that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also 

love one another." We are all members of one body and all 

redeemed by the same precious blood. Each one is loved by 

the same Father, indwelt by the same Spirit, and travelling the 

same road to ·the one eternal home. Hence the injunction, 

" See that ye fall not out by the way/' If one believer is 

encouraging an ill feeling against another, or if one Christian is 

indulging in evil thoughts and unkind words about another, 
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or one servant becomes envious and jealous of his fellow servant 
and begins to •'smite'' him with the pen or tongue, how can 
such an one say with a true heart, "Come Lord Jesus; come 
quickly?'' But first knowing Christ as our Substitute and 
Saviour, then judging ourselves by the Word in the light of 
God's presence, and day by day treading the narrow path of 
separation unto the Loni we can honestly invite Him to come. 
Having that enlargement of heart which goes out in sympathy 
to the whole household of faith, and which embraces in the 

arms of faith and prayer all those who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity, we are then prepared for the Spirit to make 
known to us in all its sweetness and power the grand, glorious 

promise in chapter xiv. 3, "I will come again," and we shall be 
in a true condition of soul to say, " Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 

Having endeavoured to show from the Scriptures that the 
Second Coming of Christ, the personal return of the Lord 
Jesus from Heaven is our true and proper hope, let us now 
look at four things in connection with this branch of our 
subject. We will take first the Certaz'nty of the Fact of His 
Return; secondly, the Uncertaz'nty of the Time of His Return; 
thirdly, the Obfect of His Return ; and lastly, What will lake 

place at His Return. 
THE CERTArNTY OF THE FACT.· 

First then, the Certainty of the Fact. We are living in a 
day when it would appear that facts and certainties are few, 
and doubts and uncertainties abound. Me.n are glorying in 
their agnosticism ; delighting in their sceptical doubts ; and 
with a flouris� of trumpets are proclaiming far and wide the 
wild theories invented by their own fleshly minds. Divine 
Verities are willingly rejected and human vagaries are gladly 
received. But amidst' all the waves of doubt of "Higher 
Criticism," the chilling winds of Rationalism, the mists of 
Ritualism and Romanism, and the fogs of Spiritualism, faith 
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beholds the Eternal Rock of Divine Truth raising its majestic 
head unchanged and unmoved above all the surf and foam. 
Notwithstanding all human changes God and His Word 
remain immutably the same. And, blessed be His name, He 
has nol left us in any uncertainty upon this vital point. To 
this hope the Scriptures bear a continuous and an abundant 
testimony. Its writings are replete with references thereto. 
Each of the Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and every 
Epistle with one or two exceptions mention it, and the Book 
of Revelation begins and closes with proclaiming the fact that 
our Lord and Saviour is coming again. Yea, there are more 
references to this subject than there are chapters in the New 
Testament. In it we have two hundred and sixty chapters, 
whereas the corning of the Lord is mentioned over three 
hundred times. Hence, one verse in every thirty is occupied 
with this important event. We have the direct promi$e of 
Christ Himself in John xiv. 3. " And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I wz1l come agazii." Here we find the fact of our 
Lord's return is based upon the fact of His departure. "If I 
go away.'' Has He gone? Did He really leave this world as 
far as His bodily presence was concerned ? All uncertainity 
on this point is banished from our minds by the unerring 
Word of Truth, for His disciples were eye witnesses of His 
personal ascent to heaven, and four times in Acts i. we find the 
words "He was taken up." Moreover, Stephen, Paul, and 
John saw Him after His arrival in the glory. Therefore we 
rest �ssured that He has gone. Our hearts often mourn His 
absence, and we are constrained to cry "Why tarriest Thy 
chariot wheels so long? Come, Lord Jesus,. come quickly.'' 
And we know that His heart yearns to come, and that 
His word binds Him to return. ·No sooner had lie 
disappeared from the gaze of His disciples on Olivet's height, 
than we find Him sending two witnesses clad in white apparel, 
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which said unto them, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen Him go into heaven." Observe here, that there were two

of these witnesses, and we know that " out of the mouth of two 
witnesses every word is established." Notice also, their 
emphatic language, " This same Jesus shall so come," leaving 
us no room for doubt, no, not even for a shadow of a doubt 
upon the subject. The inspired Paul uses the same strong 
language when writing to the Thessalonians, "The LordHimself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, etc." And again in 
his Epistle to the Hebrews, he says, " For yet a little while and 
He that shall come, will come, and will not tarry." And twice 
have we the words coming from the lips of our adorable Lord 
at God's right hand, in the last chapter in the Bible ; " Behold 
I come quickly ; " then, in case a doubt still remained in the 
minds of any, in His last and final message to His blood-bought 
Bride, He drops the word "Behold," and uses one of still greater 
emphasis, " Surely I come quickly." Thus every trace of 
doubt, and every vestige of uncertainty is for ever removed 
from the lowly mind and the believing heart, which rests with 
childlike confidence on His faithful promise, whilst waiting to 
see Him face .to face. 

THE UNCERTAINTY OF THE TIME. 

But while the hope of the believer is such a sure and certain 
matter, there is a great uncertainty as to the time when !hat 
hope will be realized. Men may speculate and conjecture, but 
it only reveals their folly and presumption. We are exhorted 
to be students of prophecy, but must never presum� to be 
prophets. The time of the Second Coming is one of the very 
few things our Lord has kept back from H�s people. We have 
already seen that the last words falling from His lips on the 
Throne were " Surely I come qzeick/y," the next will be '' Arise 
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n1y love, my fair one, and come away." But why has He not 

told us the exact time of His return ? Is it not that He desires 

to keep us on the tiptoe of expectation, continually looking for 

Him, that so He may find us watching when He appears. His 

words are "Let your loins be girded about, and your lights 

burning, and ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their 

lord." "Watch ye therefore; for ye know not when the 

Master of the house cometh, at even, at midnight, or at the 

cock crowing, or in the morning ; lest coming suddenly, He 

find you sleeping, and what I say unto you, I say unto all, 

Watch." It was this watching spirit and waiting attitude that 

characterized the saints in apostolic days. They were even 

expecting the Lord. to fulfil I{is promise during the Apostle 

John's earthly life-time; for we find the saying going abroad 

among the brethren, "that that disciple should not die." The 

apostle then shows how they had misunderstood the words of 

Jesus when He said to Peter, "If I will that he tarry till I 

co1ne, what is that to thee ? John xxi. Although this was a 

misunderstanding of the Lord's words on the part of the 

disciples, it goes to prove that they were looking for that event 

even in the first watch of the present dispensational night. 

Again, we find the Apostle Paul commending the Thessalonians, 

because they were "waiting for God's Son from heaven, "and 

he sought to comfort their sorrowing hearts in the hour of 

th�ir bereavement, by reminding them of tl:10se eternal reunions 

which will take place when Christ shall come. Yea, so near, 

and so_ real was this hope to Paul's heart, that in I Thess. iv. 15,

and I Cor. xv. 51, he put himself among those who might not 

fall asleep,. but be found among the living ones when the 

assembling shout shall be heard. '·' We shall not all sleep ; " 

'" We which are alive and, remain.'' 
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THEY ALL SLUMBERED AND SLEPT. 

But alas ! as the Bridegroom tarried and did not return at 
once according to their expectation, they grew weary of 
watching, and became tired of waiting. Things around were 

conducive to spiritual slumber, and the saints soon settled down 
upon their lees, until the solemn words was fulfilled, "they 
all slumbered and slept.'' The heart grew cold, worldliness 

crept in, the heavenly calling of the Church was lost sight of, 

and the Bride forgot the Bridegroom's parting promise, " I will 

come again." Fascinated by the world's smile and allured by its 

caresses, she left her first love and was soon lulled to spiritual 

slumber by the enemy of her Lord, instead of her light burning 
clearly and brightly in testixnony for her absent Bridegroom it 
was put beneath " the bushel '' and "the bed " of the world. 
Gross darkness covered the people, and midnight slumber 
settled in on every hand, and the silence of spiritual death 
reigned on every side, as seen in the dark ages of church history. 

THE MIDNIGHT CRY. 

But God, who is faithful to His word, and long suffering 

towards His saints, again caused a stir to be made among His 
people by sending forth the midnight cry, " Behold, the 

Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him.'' The long 
silence was broken, the darkness in some measure was removed; 

lamps were re-trimmed and once more a clear gospel testimony 
sounded forth. Believers were aroused from their lethargy, 

and many dear children of God were led to walk in 

separation from the world. And we are witnesses to the fact 
how that cry has increased during the last half-century, and 

to-day we hear it waxing louder on every side. It is proclaimed 

abroad by the living voice, and it issues forth from the press. 
Its sound is heard ringing out from pulpit, platform, and by 

the wayside. The anointed eye also discerns signs around, which 

clearly indicate that '' the Coming of the Lord draweth nigh." 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

Solemn events are transpiring in the earth ; dark clouds are 
gathering above the world's horizon, which warn us of the 
coming storms. The belief is gaining ground among all 
thinking men that we are rapidly nearing some solemn crisis, 
and that we are on the eve of some stupendous event. The 
sands in the hour glass of this dispensation seem almost to have 
run out. As we look at the professing church we see the 
" Laodicean " spirit increasing on every side. The Word of 
God is being assailed on every hand. The Scriptures of truth 
are placed at the bar of human reason and condemmed as 
'' cunningly devised fables " by many who are looked upon as 
the friends of the Sacred Volume. Foundation truths are fast 
being destroyed, and ancient landmarks are constantly being 
removed by those who professed to teach and expound the 
Inspired Writings. Old paths are being forsaken by many who 
bear the title of" Servants of Christ." The Divinity of Christ 
is denied and the atonement is ridiculed. Mans' utter ruin by 
the Fall is scoffed at, and Eternal Punishment is. put down 
as an old wives' fable. The Precious Blood is at a discount; 
intellect is worshipped. The creature is deified a�d the 
Creator is dishonoured. Of a truth we live in solemn times 
in "a day of blaspherny and rebuke." 

When we turn to the world, we behold the fearful tide of 
lawlessness rising higher and higher, ready to sweep before its 
n1ighty current all Divine bounds and human barriers. The 
nations of the earth are arming themselves to the teeth, in 
preparation for the final struggle. Earthquakes are in divers 
places; and "men's hearts are failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are coming on the earth ." 

THE DAY IS AT HAND. 

Surely in the face of such facts we may well conclude that we 
are already in the last days, if not in the closing· moments of 
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"the times of the Gentiles.'! It behoves us to "lift up the 
head knowing that our redemption draweth nigh." This 
present age seems to have well-nigh run its course ; the night 
of sin and sorrow will soon give place to the day of joy and 
gladness. 1\1:ay we bind the girdle of truth still closer and 
buckle on the armour of light still tighter, and ever be found 
upon the watch tower, scanning the horizon for the first gleam 
of day•light; looking out for the first sign of the "Bright and 
Morning Star," so shall we be found of Him in peace without 
spot and blameless. 

THE OBJECT OF HIS COMING. 

We now pass on -to notice the Object of His Coming, the why 
and wherefore of His return. We turn again to that sublime 
passage, John xiv. 3, and read "I will come again and receive 

you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." 
Here the Lord clearly states and boldly affirms the definite 
object, and specific purpose He has in returning. It is to claim 
His blood-bought people, to receive them unto Himself, and to 
introduce them into the prepared place in the Father's House. 
At His first advent He came to suffer, bleed and die. He 
appeared then to visit Bethlehem's manger and to enter 
Gethsemane's garden, and to endure Calvary's Cross ; but now, 
"unto them that look fo! Him, He shall appear a second time, 
without sin, unto salvation." 

The word ''receive '' in this Scripture is also very precious. 
It does not say, I will come again and take you to myself, as it 
is often misquoted; bµt, "I will come again, and recez"ve you 
unto myself.'' There seems to me to ·be a great difference, a 
beautiful distinction between "taking" and "receiving." 
For instance, I might say, I took that book from the table ; 
the book is on the table and I simply take it. But suppose I 
said, as I came into the hall this evening, I received this 
book ; this would infer that someone handed the book to 



The Second Coming of the Lord. 

me; I received it from the hand of some other person. 
Exactly so with John xiv. 3. It tells us the saints of God 
are not left alone in this cold wilderness-world. "The other 
Comforter,'' even "the Spirit of truth," has come and taken 
up His abode in the Church, and He is leading the Bride 
home to the heavenly Bridegroom. Just as Eliezer, 
Abraham's servant, led Rebekah from the far off country to 
the father's house, where the son remained until the camels 
were seen returning, then Isaac went and met Rebekah, and 
received her from the hands of him, who had escorted her 
across the desert; they then returned home together. So 
with the Antitype, as we sometimes sing:-

" There amidst the joys of heaven, 
Sweeter to His ear 
Is the footfall through the desert, 
Ever drawing near. 

Oh ! the blessed joy of meeting, 
All the desert past ! 
Oh ! the wondrous words of greeting, 
He will speak at last. 

He and we together entering, 
Those bright courts above ; 
He and we together sharing 
All the Father's love. 

He �nd we in that bright glory, 
One deep joy shall share ; 
Ours, to be for ever with Him, 
His, that we are there." 

THE LORD IS COMING IN PERSON. 

It is also of the deepest interest to observe that He is coming 
Himself in person to effect this object. The joy of welcoming 
His ransomed Bride must be exclusively His own. He will 
not commission angels to perform it, as will be the case with 
His scattered people Israel, when He gathers them from the 
one end of heaven to the other (Matt. xxiv. 31). Nay, not 
even Gabriel, who was specially privileged to announce the 
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Saviour's first advent to Mary, will be entrusted with this 
work, it must be the definite act of Christ Himself, His own 
special and peculiar privilege. He says "I will come again.'' 
The same Jesus who loved His own even unto death, and who 
loves them still with an unceasing, changeless love ; He who 
has gone into the highest heaven to prepare a place for them, 
is the same One who has pledged His word to return. He who 
appeared to poor weeping Mary Magdalene, and dried her tears 
by calling His own sheep by name; He who entered through 
the bolted doors of the upper room, and spoke words of peace 
and cheer to His fearful disciples-He who banished all 
doubts frcm the mind of Thomas, and led out His little 
flock as far as to Bethany, from whence He was parted from 
them, and was taken up into Heaven, where he still lives to 
tend the flock for which He bled, is the �ame divine Person 
for whom we wait. "For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first, then 
we which are alive and remain, s�all be caught up together 
with then1 in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ; and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord." He will not send a repre
sentative to welcome His saints ; or give the joy of receiving 
His Bride to another-nay, that joy He can share with none. 

WHAT WILL TAKE PLACE WHEN HE COMES ? 

But what will take place when He comes? Let me mention 
seven gl.orious events which will succeed that won�rous 
moment, in connection with the saints. First, in I Thess. iv. 
16, the apostle declares upon Divine authority, that "the dead 
in Christ shall rise first." Here then we have the first 
thing, viz., the 1'esurrectzon of all those who sleep in Jesus. 
We have already said that these believers at Thessalonica were 
commended by Paul, because they were "waiting for God's 
Son from heaven," acording to the apostle's teaching. But 
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since he had left them some of their loved ones had fallen 
asleep, and these bereaved saints were not only sorrowing 
over the loss of relatives and friends, but, they were fearful 
lest their departed ones should lose the untold joy of greeting 
the Lord at His return ; this the apostle seeks to correct, by 
assuring them that they would lose nothing, but that they will 
have the precedence. For the archangel's voice will penetrate 
the bowels of the earth, and lay bare the silent beds of sleeping 
saints, all of whom will be awakened· as was Lazarus by the 
voice of the Son of God, and will be raised in incorruption, 
and so ascend to meet their descending Lord. This is still 
our hope in connection with our loved ones who have departed 
to be with Christ. Their spirits are waiting wz"th Christ 
whilst we are waiting here for Him. As believers, we belong 
to our Lord, spirit, soul, and body; therefore we commit 
the ransomed dust of our departed ones, to the grave "in 
sure and certain hope of a joyful resurrection unto eternal 
life." The body of the child of God forms part of Christ's 
purchased possession, wlJ.ich has been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit of promise unto the day of redemption ; and until the 
day break and the shadows flee away, God's omniscient eye 
rests upon that sleeping dust, and on that morning without 
clouds His omnipotent arm will gather it and re-mould in 
resurre�tion. It matters little where these sleeping ones 
are resting. 'They may be buried amid Alpine snow or in 
desert sands; some are lying in the cemetery at home, others 
at the ends of the earth, God has said that "The dead in 
Christ shall rise first.'' 

The sceptic may sneer with incredulity at such a fact; 
blind unbelief and carnal reason may argue against such a 
gigantic work. Men may deny it, and devils rage against 
it, yet the simple believer exclaims "God has said it, and I 
believe it, and can with confidence leave all difficulties with 
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Him, to whom nothing is impossible." For, "at His word 
the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the 
breath of His mouth ; " He spake and it was done ; He 
commanded and it stood fast, " even so shall it be at the 
resurrection of the dead when Jesus comes again.'' The" wave 
sheaf" is now· in God's pr_esence, the pledge of the coming 
harvest. "Christ the firstfruits, afterward they that are 
Christ's at His coming .. '' " For God hath both raised up the 
Lord, and will also raise up us by His own power.'' Doubt 
the latter, and you must question the former, for they stand 
or fall together. But what a change when this corruptible 
puts on incorruption! "It is sown in dishonour; it is raised 
in glory; it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power; it is 
sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body." Like the 
hyacinth, which is planted a dry, dead looking bulb,. but in 
resurrection produced its lovely bloom; so also is the 
resurrection of the dead. 

Secondly, we have the translation of the living saints. The 
passage in Thessalonians goes on to say, "Then we _which 
are alive and remain, shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air." The Arch
angel's voice will awaken all His sleeping saints ; the trump of 
God will change all the living ones; and the assembling shout 
will rally them all around Himself in the air. What an event! 

"In a moment,'' the converted mistress will be translated 
from the drawing room, and the believing servant will be 
caught up from the kitchen. In "the twinkling of an eye," 
that godly mother will be taken from her domestic duties, and 
that pious father will be removed from his daily avocation, 
caught ·up to n1eet the Lord in the air. What a vast 
assembly! Saints of every age, and from every cliine, 
gathere·d together around one common Lord. What meetings 
in that day ! They shall come from the east, and from the 
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west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit 
down in the l{ingdom of God, with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, and all the Prophets, Apostles and Martyrs. And oh! 
what reunions ! 

" We shall meet with many a loved one 
That was torn from our em brace ; 
We shall listen to their ·voices, 

And behold them face to face." 

Thirdly, we notice the transfonnatt'on of each saint into 
t�e image of our glorified Lord. "For whom he did fore
know he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 
of His Son." "We look for the Saviour, who shall change 
our body of humiliation, that it may be fashioned like unto 
the body of His glory." When we see Him, we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is. What a mighty change ! 
What a glorious transformation ! Scientists tell us that 
the little sparkling diamond, which we all admire so much, 
is really a piece of carbon, a bit of charcoal, but it has 
undergone a remarkable change which converts the bit of 
black .carbon into the dazzling jewel. This is wonderful, yet 
it falls far short when compared with the conformation of the 
believer's body to the all-glorious body of the risen, glorified 
Son of Man! This will be the crowning act of His grace, and 
the consummation of our joy, to be '' like Him." 

This brings us �o the fourth event following the descent of 
the Lord from heaven, viz., the presentatzo1i of the Chur,ch by 
Christ to Himself. After the Lord God had fashioned the 
helpmeet for the man, in the garden of Eden, He Himself 
presented her unto the man, who said, "This is now bone of 
my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called woman, 
because taken out of man." So we read concerning the 
second Man, the Lord from heaven, " Christ also loved the 
Church, and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that He 
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might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having 
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish.'' The Lord Himself " will present 

us faultless before the presence of His glory, with exceeding 
joy.'' And there, on the morning of the Eternal day, 

'' Her Lord ·beholds her clean and fair, 
A partner for Him meet.'' 

Fifthly, we have the Lord's word of commendatz"on to those 
who have been faithful to Himself, and diligent in His service 
during His absence. Blessed be His peerless Name, He 
will not forget the kind word spoken, or overlook the loving 
act performed ; yea, the cup of cold water given to a disciple 
in His name, shall not go unrewarded. "For God is not 
unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye 
have shewed toward His Name, in that ye have ministered 
to the saints." Our Lord, as Master of His own house, has 
given to each one his work to perform while He is away. To 
one servant He entrusts five talents; to another, two; and to 
another, one; and His word to each one is, "Occupy till I 
come." Then, to encourage us to serve Him in our different 
spheres of labour, he says, "Behold I come quickly, and my 
reward is with me, to give every man according as his work 
shall be." Each servant must give an ·account of his or her 
stewardship to the Lord, when He returns. Each talent will 
have to be accounted for, and everyone's work will be tested 
by fire. For this cause "We must all appear before the 
Judgment Seat of Christ, that everyone may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad." The believer's life-service· will be seen then 
in the light of the Throne, and his work will be measured by 
the Divine standard. Words spoken now and actions per
f�rmed in this wor Id will be then weighed in the Balances 
of the Sanctuary, and the very motive of all work and 
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testimony will there be revealed. Things will then be seen 

in their true colour, and labelled with their real worth by the 

impartial hand of Him with whom we have to do. All that 

endures the searching process, will be publicly, abundantly, 

and eternally rewarded. That which has been done out of 

love to Christ, with a single eye for His glory, will then bear 

the stamp of Divine Approval, and the one who did the 

service will be commended by the Lord before the full open 

Court of Heaven. There, before His Father, in the presence 

of the holy Angels, our Gracious Master will delight to say 

to the rewarded one, " Well done, good and faithful servant ; 

thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee 

ruler of many things ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

Sixthly, we come now to the celebration of the Marriage 

Supper of the Lamb. And Oh ! what ineffable joy, what 

unutterable bliss will be ours at that festive scene! Shall we 

not then marvel at the infinite wisdom that could devise such 

a redemption? Will not such an effulgence of glory draw 

forth from our hearts an outburst of adoration? Beholding 

in the unclouded light ot the Throne, the boundless love and 

matchless grace which provided such a salvation for us, 

will it not fill our glorified beings with an ecstacy of delight? 

Looking from the heights of bliss to which Divine grace and 

Almighty power have raised us, shall we not be constrained 

again, and yet again to fall down in worship and thanksgiving, 

before the Everlasting God and His Eternal Son by whom a 

work of such vast magnitude was accomplished? A work 

by which sinners of crimson dye have been cleansed and made 

whiter than snow ! A work by which fallen creatures have 

been raised from the deepest depths of sin and degradation, 

and placed in the highest seat in the brightest glory ! And 

there in that exalted place and glorified condition, the Church 

will be seen by all the heavenly hosts, who will be called upon 
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to participate in her joy ; and amid heaven's shouts of joy 
and those angelic acclamations of delight, she will be publicly 

declared to be one with the Heir of all things ! The Bride of 

the Lamb I The fulness of Him who filleth all in all! And 

there at that nuptial scene God the F.ather will behold His 

well pleasing Son filled with untold delight and fully satisfied, 

and God will "rest in His love." The Holy Spirit too will 

there with ineffable joy gaze upon His sacred charge by the 
side of the Heavenly Bridegroom. But who shall describe the 

joy and gladness which. will fill the Bridegroom's heart as He 

looks upon the Church the Father gave Him long before 

all time began? The Church He loved from the days of 

eternity, and for which he bled and died in time! The 

Church formed, guided and preserved by the Eternal Spirit 

along all the dangers of the desert pathway; and now to see 
her safe at home, adorned with all her bridal garments, shining 
forth in unequalled splendour and beauty, glorified by His 
.side and that for ever ! To that moment He had looked from 

all eternity. The anticipation of that joy cheered Him along 

His lonely path of sorrow, and sustained Him amid the 
darkness and death of Calvary, for it He had waited for many 

centuries, and now the wedding day has dawned, the marriage 

-supper has come, and all is fully and for ever realized. He 

looks upon His glorified Spouse and sees the travail of His 
-soul and is satisfied. She gazes upon the face of her Beloved 

and is satisfied with His likeness. Such is the wondrous 

destiny of believers ; the glorious prospect before the saints. 

This is the marvellous. union which exists between "Christ 

.and the Church." Truly we too may say, "Blessed are they 

who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb." Rev. xix. 

Lastly, we notice the maniftstaizon of the sons of God, 

for "when Christ who is our life, shall appear, then shall we 
also appear with Him in glory." Col. iii. 4. "When He shall 
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come to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe." 2 Thess. i. The last time the world 
beheld Jesus, they saw Him alone in death; they gazed upon 
that marred and bleeding form taken down from th,e cross 
and buried out of sight. The next time their eyes rest upon 
Him will be when He returns to the earth, but not to be seen 
alone in that day, for we read, "Behold the Lord my God 
shall come and all His saints with Him ; '' and again, "Behold 
the Lo·rd cometh with ten. thousands of His saints, &c. 
Then will He disclose the rich fruit of His redemption toil 
and make manifest the trophies of His redeeming love and 
grace. In that day His enemies will wail because of Him. 
Israel will look upon Him whom they have pierced. Gentile 
nations will see in Him the One abhorred by man, but 
honoured by God, and to whom the diadem really belongs. 
He will then come forth as " King of kings and Lord of 
Lords," and there by His side will be seen the Bride of 
His affection, the Partner of His Throne, the Sharer of all 
His millennial glory. Then shall the world kno:w assuredly 
" that the Father sent the Son and that He has loved us, as 
He has loved Him." Then will dawn Creation's day of rest, 
and the whole earth will keep a joyful Sabbath unto t�e Lord; 
"For. the earnest expectation of creation waiteth for the 
manifestation of the sons of God." 

We have a striki1,1g foreshadowing of this in the history of 
Joseph, who was a beautiful type of Christ. When Joseph 
.was sent unto his brethren by his father, they rejected him 
and sol'd him, a poor lonely youth into the hands of strangers. 
For twenty years he was lost unto th�m. During that period 
of time, we have the interesting account of his exaltation by 
Pharoah from the dungeon to the throne. Thet outcast 
stranger becomes the governor· of all the land of Egypt: 
.Then following his exaltation, we read, ." Pharoah gave unto 
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him to wife Asenath, the daughter of Poti-pherah, prince of 
On." His Egyptian bride was thus associated with him in all 
his given glory, and would be seen as such by Joseph's 

brethren when he made himself ·known unto them in those 
touching words, "I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold 
into Egypt." So Israel will discover by-and-by, that, "God 

hath made that same Jesus both Lord and Christ," whom 
they rejected and cast out as evil when He came unto them in 
grace; and that during the present dispensation, "God has 
been visiting the Gentiles to take out of them a people for 
His name.'' Then will they behold the true "Asenath," the 

Church of God, by the side of the Divine "Joseph," their tr�e 

Messiah, sharing· His glory, and reign-ing with Him upon His 

throne. 
"Soon, soon, shall come that glorious. day, 
When, seated on Thy throne ; 
Thou shalt to wondering worlds display 
That Thou with us art One.'' 

May God hasten that happy day for Christ's sake. 
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the personal return of Christ as 

the hope of the individual believer, I desire to-night 
to look at it in its relationship to the Church. 

THE CHURCH IN GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE. 

Turn to Eph. I, 3, 4, where the Apostle pens those 
wondrous words, "Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ ; according as he hath 

chosen us £n Hi'm before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy, and without blame before Him in love.'' 

Here the church is viewed from God's standpoint ; it is seen 

in the divine counsels, and occupying a most important place 

in that eternal purpose which God purposed in Christ Jesus 

before the world began. We have a beautiful foreshadowing 

of this truth, in Gen. I. 26, where we hear a Triune God 

saying, " Let us make man in our �mage, after our likeness ; 

and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, etc." 

Notice the word "them ,
, 

in this passage, as it is most 

important. It clearly shows, that God had someone else in 

His mind, besides Adam. God's purpose was to fill Adam's 
cup of joy to overflowing by forming the "help.meet," 

specially for him, and that she was to become ope with the 
man, and share all His dominion. Even so with the 
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Anti-typical "Eve,'' the Church of God. In the Council 
Chambers of eternity, it :was planned by the One who is 
infinite in wisdom, and " who worketh all things after the 
counsel of His own will." The Church was fordseen by God 
long ere time began, and was chosen in Christ Jesus far back 
in the solitudes of eternity. 

Hence, the Apostl� Peter addresses the saints as "Elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God," and speaks of Christ 
as "the Lamb who Vias verily foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times 
for us." Here we learn that redemption was no after
thought with God. Its vast plan was designed long before 
Adam sinned, or worlds were created. In the eternal past 
God provided an effectual remedy for all the ruin that Satan 
would effect in time. And when His creation work was 
1narred by Satan, and blasted by man's sin, then He unfolded 
His yet deeper �ounsels of grace, and announced the still 
greater work of redemption. 

Nothing can take the eternal God by surprise, for He sees 
the end from the beginning, and no power in earth or hell 
can ever break His word or thwart His purposes of love and 
grace. This is seen in the death of Christ at Cal vary. 
The Apostle Peter plainly stated to the Jews on the day of 
Pentecost, that Christ "was delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God," at the same time he 
charged them wi�h the murder of the Christ of God. 
But when man had done his utmost and hell its worst, 
God then overruled all for His own eternal glory, and the 
believing sinner's everlasting good. "The eater is thus made 
to yield meat, and the strong, sweetness.'' In the matchless 
grace of God, the foulest blot on the page of human history 
becomes the channel of highest blessing, and of purest grace. 
The cross of Christ becomes the mighty lever in the hands of 
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a Saviour God, whereby" He raiseth up 'the poor out 9f the 
dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them 
among princes, and to make them inherit· the throne of 
glory.'' Such are the ways of Him, "Who hath saved us, 
and called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which. 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began." Thus 
we see that Christ was set apart for the work of redemp
tion before creation was called into being ; and the Church 
was chosen in Him long ere a single flower decked the earth 
beneath, or a single star studded the heavens above. Alf 
was manifest to .B:im, to whom, past, present, and "future are 
one eternal present ; and who declares the epd from the 
beginning, and .from ancient times the things which are not 
yet done, saying, "My counsel shall stand, and I will do all 
my pleasure." (This is illustrated by the star placed in the 
large circle on the.left hand side of the diagram.) 

THE CHURCH HID IN GOD. 

Pass on to Ephesians iii. 8, 9, where we read " Unto me, 
who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, 
that I should preach among the Gentiles, the unsearchable 
riches of Christ ;- and to make all -see what is the dispensation 
(R,V.) of the mystery, which from the beginning of the woricl' 
hath been hid irt God, who created all 'things by Jesus. 
Christ." Mark those three weighty words, "Hid in God.'!> 

From them we gather the fact, that the Church lay deepest.:in• 
the Divine counsels, and nearest to God's heart. �r: •-woi.il3. 
again refer you to that most suggestive type of the Church in) 
the garden -of Eden. The bone, :of which the Lord God 
builded Eve, lay hidden in the uian's side

,. 
and-near to Adam's. 

heart before her formation; As one has well said," Gbd did 
not take from Adam's head the bone. of which He formed the 
;voman, for she was not to rule over the man ; neither did He· 
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take it from the foot, for she was not to be trampled 
on ; but · from his side, under his arm, and· near to his 
heart. The woman was to be the· object· of the man's 
constant care and tenderest love.; she ·was to be one with 
Adam, the sharer ·of his joy, the partner. of all he possessed. 
" They twain shall .be one flesh." The Apostle quoting this 
very scripture, exclaimed, "This is a great mystery ; but I 
speak concerning 8hrist and the Church.'' "For we are 
members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones." 

Again, we have a striking illustration of the wondrous union, 
and the holy intimacy between Christ and His people, in the 
seven-branched candlestick which lighted the holy place in 
the Sanctuary. That lovely piece of furniture was seen by 
God perfect and complete as it lay h-idden in the talent weight 
of pure gold. But before its lovliness ancl beauty could be 
seen by others, the wisdom of the artificer had to be dis
played, and the skill of the workman had to be brought to 
bear upon the solid piece of precious metal. So with the 
glorious truth which forms our subject to-night. It was 
designed by infinite wisdom ; procured at an inestimable 
price ; and it is now being fashioned ·by the Almighty power 
of .the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. By means of 
this marvellous exhibition of divine workmanship, God is 
even now teaching "the principalities and powers in the 
Heavenly places His manifold wisdom;'' and by means thereof, 
He will in the ages which are yet to come, shew to all above 
a,nd around, " the exceeding riches of His grace in His kind
ness toward us through Christ Jesus.'' It will be the grand 
masterpiece of our wonder-working God, in the new heavens 
and in the new earth ; and, as a gazing universe beholds that 
superb building, that magnificent structure, all will see the 
brightest display of God's infinite wisdom, loye and po,ver, 
throughout the lengths. and breadths of the new creation. 
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THE CH'.URCH FORETOLD BY CHRIST, 

In the Old Testament types an_d shadows of the church 
abound, but it is fully brought to light in the New Testament 
writin�s. The first direct reference to it is in Matt. xvi. I 8, 
where we find various opinions were abroad among, men, and 
very different thoughts were being expressed by them con
cerning Jesus of Nazareth. The Lord then turned to the 
twelve and said, "But whom say ye that I am?'' Simon Peter 
then publicly confessed Him to be "the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God." This noble confession of Christ by Peter, drew 
from our Lord those memorable words, "Blessed art thou 
Simon Bar-jona; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but My Father which is in hea,·en." That is to say, 
Peter had not been taught the wondrous truth in the theological 
schools of men, that that despised Nazarene was Jehovah's 
Anointed, the Christ of the Old Testament; neither had it 
been revealed to him in the universities of this world, that 
that homeless. stranger was the Everlasting Son of the 
Eternal God ; "Irnm�nuel, God with us." This was a 
divine revelation to Peter's soul ; something he had been 
taught by One. who "hides these things from the wise and 
prudent, and reveals them unto babes." 

THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH. 

Then immediately follows the Lord's further revelation to 
His servant, "and I say· also ·unto thee, that thou art Peter," 
(i.e. "a stone," see John i. 42 (margin), also I Peter 'ii. 5), 
'' and upon this rock I will build. my Church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail. against it.'' The Lord ·here unfolds 
to Peter, that which He was about to commence to build ; for 
observe, He did not say upon this rock; I have been, or everi am 

building, but I will build my Church. Chrj�t then is the 
:(Ilighty Builder of this spirituai edifice. It was divinely 
planned, it is also divinely constructed. · Peter might ·preach 
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the Gospel on the day of Pentecost, when three thousand 
souls were saved, but the Spirit of God is most careful to 
add

1 
"The Lord added to the Church daily such as should 

be saved.'' Neither is the church built upon Peter, but upon 
"the Rock of Ag�s," "the foundation which God hath laid, 
which is Christ Jesus." The Apostle is a stone in the building, 
but Christ is the basis. Herein lies its stability. All 
the powers of hell can- never move it, neither shall "the 
gates of hades '' prevail against one of those living stones 
which the Almighty Builder has placed in that structure. 
The Head of the Church has been down into the dark 
domain of death, and ·He has vanquished Satan and spoiled 
principalities and powers, making a shew of them openly, 
when, as the mighty Conqueror, He left the grave. And as 
the risen One, He has now " the keys of hades and of death." 
Therefore, not one member of that mystical body can be lost ; 
for He hath said, "TJ:iis is the Father's will which hath sent 
Me, that of all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up agcJ.in at the last day." 

Now notice, "From that tz"me forth began Jesus to shew unto 
His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and 
suffer m�ny things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and be raised again the-third day." Matt. xvi. 21.

As it was with the type so also with the A,ntitype. The 
Second Man, the Last Adam, must also experience the 
deep sleep of death, ere the true " Eve " could be formed. 
"The corn of wheat must fall into the ground and die," other
wise it must abide eternally alone. There could be no union 

.J 

between sinners and Christ apart from His qeath and 
resurrection. The Church is the outcome of His birth-
pangs at Calvary, 
expedenc.ed upon 
redemption toil. 

the· result of the soul-travail which He 
the cross ; the rich fruit of all His 
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The Lord also foretold to Peter in this passage, that He 
,would entrust into his hands "th.e keys of the Kingdom of 
heaven." Observe again, the Lord does not say the keys of 
the Church, but of the Kingdom. Thank God, the Church is in 

?ivine keeping, according to the Apostle Peter's words, 
"Kept by the power of God." Hence, that which IS

built upon the imperishable and immovable " Rock of 
Ages," remains intact and secure, notwithstanding the sad 
havoc wrought by the enemy amongst the professing Church 
upon earth. 
� In Acts ii, the Lord took up the Apostle Peter, and made 
him the instrument in His hand of thi:owing the door of the 
Kingdom of Heaven wide open to the Jews. And in Acts xi. 
after Peter had seen the vision of the sheet let down from 
heaven, " wherein were all manner of four-footed beasts of the 
earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the 
air,'' he went down to Cresarea, and in the house of the Gentile 
Cornelius, h� opened the door of the· Kingdom of Heaven 
to the Gentiles. Now it is "Whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved." The glorious gospel can 
now be carried to the ends of the earth, and proclaimed to 
every' creature under heaven. 

A risen Saviour sits enthrone'd at God's right hand, and 
the Holy Ghost has been sent down to proclaim through 
His Name "the forgiveness of sins,'' and all who believe 
from the heart the gospel, are "justified from all things." 
They are delivered from the power of darkness and translated 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son, They are baptized by 
one Spirit into '' one body,'·' and united to the Living Head 
in heaven. 

The middle wall of partition has been broken down 
between Jew and Gentile, and now in the Chrch, there is 
neither Jew nor Greek, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free; 
but " Christ is all, and in all." 
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THE CHURCH ON EARTH. 

41 

Let us pass on to I Cor. i. 1, 2, ,where we tead, "Paul 
called to be an 'Apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of 

God, and Sosthenes our brother, unto the Church of God 

which is at Corinth, &c." From this scripture we learn that 
the Church is now in actual existence, it has an acknow

ledged standing on the earth. Hence, this inspired letter is 

addressed to it. Again, turn to the tenth chapter and the 

thirty-second verse of the same epistle, "Give none offence 
neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to 'the Church of 
God." Here we meet with three distinct classes; the 
Jews (marked on the chart by a blue line), the Gentiles (by 

the red line), and the Churcp. of God (by the yellow star.) 
In· I Cor. xii. 12, 13, Paul speaks of the human body with 

its many members, to illustrate the close and blessed union 
which exi�ts between Christ and the Church. As the same 
lµe-blobd runs through the head, and through every 
member of the human body; so, the same eternal life which 
dwells in the glorified Head of the Church in heaven is 
imparted to all the members of His mystical body upon earth. 

Perfect sympathy also exists between the head and all the 
ip.embers of the body. If one of my n1embers is injured, my 
head immediately.feels for and with the wounded.part. Even 
so with the Lord Jesus and Hi� saints. His word to Saul of 

Tarsus was, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?" In afflicting 
the members on earth, Saul wounded the Head in Heaven. 

" He, in the days of feeble flesh, 
Pour'd ou.t His cries and tears ; 

And, though ascended, feels afresh 
What every member bears." 

This beautiful simile also teaches us the eternal security 
of the believer� If I .were to )o$e my right arm, my body 
wo:uld not be complete, or if I lost my little finger, my body 
would not be perfect. "This is a great ·mystery, but I speak 
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concerning Christ and the Church.'' The smallest member, 
the most obscure part, is required to make the body entire. 
The weakest believer, the youngest saint of God upon earth, 
is as requisite to complete the mystical body of Christ, as 
either of the Apostles, or as the most advanced Christian. 

THE PRESENT PORTION OF THE CHURCH. 

Turn now to John xvi. 33, where the Lord says, "In the 
world ye shall have tribulation." This is the .present portion 
of the Church. That which the believer may expect from 
the world whilst passing through it. He is not to be sur
prised if the world hates him, because it first hated his 
divine Master. "Unto you it is given in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on1 Him, hut also to suffer for His 
sake." "Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecution." Thus the early disciples left the 
Council "rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for _His name." " And if so be that we suffer with Him, 
that we may be also glorified together." The Lord's path to 
the throne was by ·the cross, arid we are called to follow 1n

His footsteps, and soon, where He is, there we shall be also. 
THE EVERLASTING HOME OF THE CHURCH. 

This brings us to the everlasting home of the Church, 
which lies at the end of the desert path. Jesus said to His 
disciples, '' In my Father's house are many mansions; if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you." John xiv. 2. The Lord, so to speak, just draws 
aside the curtain, and gives us a glimpse of the Father's 
house with its many mansions, or abiding places. Those 
bright angelic beings have their abodes in that home of 
ineffable delight ; seraphim and cherubim have tlieir 
divinely appointed dwelling places in the Father's house. 
But Christ ha·s ascended up above all heavens that He 
might fill all things ; and there, above all the hierarchy of 
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heaven, in the brightest glory is the prepared p]ace for His 
Church. Compare with this Gen. ii. 8, "The Lord God 
planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the 
man whom he had formed.'' The whole of Eden was lovely ; 
yea, divinely perfect ; for it had just come out of the hands of 
the Creator, who had pronounced it " very good." Yet, 
for Adam we find a place specially prepared by God in that 
fair and. lovely scene. So here, we have a place (not places) 
specially prepared for a prepared people. As the heavenly 
Bridegroom, Christ has gone on before to prepare the 
dwelling place, and to make ready the home into 'Yl:tich He 
will shortly introduce His ransomed Bride, and there in· that 
scene of uncreated brightnes$, He will unfold to her the glory 
which He had with the Father from everlasting. And if _the 
Queen of Sheba had to exclaim, when she heard the wisdom 
of Solomon, and saw his dignity and glory, "One half of the 
greatness of thy wisdom was not told me, for thou exceedest 
the fame that I heard,'' what will our experience be when 
a greater than Solomon, " the Lord of Glory" reveals to our 
wondering gaze, glories w_hich "Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard ; and things which have never entered into ·the heart 
of man"? Yet this is what our Lor9 has promised to_ do. 

THE BRIGHT HOPE OF THE CHURCH. 

Then in John xiv. 3, we have those familiar, yet heart 
stirring words, "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where r
am, there ye may be also.". This is the bright hope of 
the Church. It was a personal departure, and it ·will be a 
personal return. He wen� a way to prepare the horn�, anp 
He is coming again to claim the object of His affection, 
in order to have her with Hi'.mself for ever amidst all the joys 
of home. "For the Lord Himself shall descend from 

. 
. . . . . 

heaven with a shout with· ·the voice of the.archangel, .and 
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with 'the trump ?f God : and the dead .. in Chast shall rise 
fir_st; then we �hich are alive and remain, shall· be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air ; and so shall we ever be w'ith the Lord." Departed 
ones are waiting up there wz'th -Christ, and we are waiting 
here fer Him ; but soon the assembling shout will be heard, 
the rallying cry will go forth, and we shall exchange the 
desert sands for yon golden street, and leave the waste 
howling wilderness for the King's own presence chamber on 
high, where there is "fulness of joy, and pleasures for 
evermore." For this, we are called to wait and watch, even 
for the personal return of Christ to lift us corporately into 
that bright place, where we shall- be at home and go no more 
out. 

" Home ! Oh, how soft and sweet, 
It thrills upon the ·heart ; 

Home! where the brethren meet., 
And never, never part. 

Home ! where the bridegroom takes 
The purchase of his love ; 

Home ! where the Father waits 
To welcome us above.'' 

THE GLORIOUS PROSPECT OF THE CHURCH. 

Pass on ·to· Rev. xix. 5-9,. where we have an insight 
into the ineffable glory, and unspeakable joy that await the 
Church in the Father's house on high. The voice out of the 
throne calls upon all heaven to rejoice, and heaven's full choir 
i's heard waxing sweeter and louder, until ev�ry other sound 
is drowned, and every eye is. turned to behold the Bride, 
arrayed in her bridal attire at '' the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb." The public espousal of the Church to Christ, takes 
place 1n the immediate pn:sence· of the throge ; and the 
bridal banquet is spread in tlie ·Father's house, and, as "the 
friends of the Bridegroom" take their plac�s at that nuptial 
feast, it is said, �' Blessed are they ·which are. called to the 
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Marriage Supper of the Lamb." But, if the invited guests 
have a blessed portion, what will be the delight of the Bride, 
who left all below when she heard the story of the Bride
groom's grace and love ? His love won her heart, and 
His glory filled her vision as she trave1led along the 
desert path. But now all is realized. Her pilgrim d ... ays are
done, and she now rests in the Father's house. Faith is 
lost in sight, and she now beho]ds the Object of her love, 
face to face. She has reached the climax of the blessing, the 
consummation of her joy. 

Think also of Christ's joy 'in that day ! From all 
eternity it had been set before Him. In time, He went 
down into the dust of death to secure it ; for eighteen 
hundred years He has been patiently waiting to possess 
it, and now He enters into it all. The harpers with 
their harps of gold, now strike their richest note, and all 
fliose bright angelic beings raise their sw�etest songs 
of praise; the many mansions echo and re-echo with 
shouts of joy ; yea, all heaven takes up the strain, and 
prolonged and triumphant, "Hallelujahs" roll over 
those extended plains of glory, and acros� the vault of 
heaven, as the Son of the Father enters in�o the fulness of 
His joy, and gazes upon the peerless beauty . of the one 
arrayed in her bridal garments, for whom He bled and died. 
(Marked on the Chart as the Marriage Supper). 

THE MILLENNIAL GLORY O.F THE CHURCH. 

That nupt�al scene is over, and. she now accompanies Him 
as He leaves the festal hall, and comes forth to be glor£fied in 
His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe. 
Heaven is opened and the Lord she�s forth her beauty to an 
admiring world. And as thos� millennial nations behold the 
many diadems upon the brow of the I(ing of kings, they will 
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also see His heavenly Bride arrayed in her royal robes by 
His side 

" In the glory, 
Bride and Bridegroom reign for aye.'' 

This mzllennz'al glory of the Church is most graphically 
set forth in Rev. xxi. 9,-xxii. S, under the symbol of '' the 
Holy City, the New Jerusalem," The twelve foundations 
set forth its eternal stability, it can never be moved. It will 
remain unshaken amidst the crash of worlds, and amidst the 
conflagration of all things. The wall, great and high, denotes 
its eternal security. There will be neither fear of foe or distur
bance there; hence, its gates are al ways open, a symbol of perfect, 
unmolested peace. The street is said to be of pure gold, symbolical 
of divine holiness, unsullied purity. It is the dwelling-place of 
God and of the Lamb, whose glory fills its vast dimensions ; so 
that it needs neither sun nor moon to shine in it, for "the glory 
of God will lighten it, and the Lamb will be the light 
thereof." Those rays of light and glory are transmitted 
through its transparent walls, _to creation around her; 
and the glorious brightness shines through the transparent 
street to the earth beneath her ; thus, she becomes the centre 
of light and glory. 

The inexhaustible river of water of life, "which 
proceedeth from the throne of God and of the Lamb," flows 
north, south, east, and west, through its twelve· gates, which 

tells us the Church is to be the channel of blessing to the 
whole redeemed creation outside of herself. On its banks 
grows the tree of life with its never fading �eaf, and its 
continuous supply of luscious fruit, which speaks of the 
e�er-satisfying, and never-ending portion of all those within 
its gates of pearl ; "for we shall be satisfied when we awake 
with His likeness.'' The absence of a temple within its 

jasper wall, reminds us of intimate and immediate 



The Hope of the Church. 47 

communion with a Triune God, "for they shall see His 

face." Then, the whole City forms a perfect cube, a 

symbol of its divine perfection, whether viewed from heaven 

or from earth, or from the four points of creation. Such are 

the symbols employed by the Spirit of God to set forth the 

Church in her everlasting association with Christ in His 

glory. (This is marked on the Chart as "the Church 

reigning with Christ.'') 

THE EVERLASTL�G CONDITION OF THE CHURCH. 

Pass on to Rev. xxi. I-5, which speaks of the Eternal 

State, and reveals the fixed and everlastt'ng condition of the 

Church. It follows the conflagration of. all things when time 
gives place to eternity. The heavens and the earth are new ; 

everything is s�en in its resurrection character, and bears 
its everlasting stamp. Yet, even there, the Church is seen 

to occupy the same unique position to God and to the 

Lamb. She is still radiant with unfading glory, and arrayed 
in bridal attire. The thousand years of Christ's reign have 
passed away ; the day of God has dawned ; and here in the 

Apostle's vision, we· cross the threshold of that fixed and 

unalterable state which will characterize the eternal future, yet, 

-she is, still compared to "a bride adorned for her husband."

All the bloom and beauty of her youth remain upon her cheeks ;

her heart is still filled with all the ardour and warmth of her

-first love to Hin1 to whom she is eternally united ; and she is

still attired in wedding garments. Her lovliness and beauty

.are undiminished, although ten centuries have passed and

gone. Yea, ten thousand years may come and go ; age

follow age, and vast cycles become things of the past, yet,

.she will still be as "a bride adorned for her husband." . It is

sin that has brought grey hair and wrinkled cheeks ; but up

there, sin can never come. No tear shall ever dim the eye,

-or sorrow oppress the spirits ; winter's angry blast, and
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summer's scorching heat will be unknown to the inhabitants 
of the New Jerusalem ; the serpent's hiss, the angry. 
word will never be heard in the City of our God. It will be 
ceaseless praise, and unhindered worship. Redemption's 
new song, and heaven's eternal anthem, will be heard amidst 
those azure heights, resounding amidst the ever]asting hills of 
the Paradise ·of God, and sweeping over the vast universe of 
bliss. 

Perfect harmony and eternal fellowship will exist between 
the new heavens and the new earth, wherein "righteousness 
will dwell," and in which, "God will be all in all.'' The 
whole universe of God will then be vocal with songs of 
worship ; and as those harmonious notes of praise ascend 
from the confines of creation, and commingle with heaven's 
ceaseless adoration, all will ascend through the Church by 
Christ Jesus to the Mighty God of all. In view of this 
glorious time the Apostle uttered that grand doxology in 
Eph. iii. 21, " Unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ 
Jesus, unto the generations of the age of the ages. Amen.'' 
(R.V.) 

Such is the distinct calling, the glorious prospect, and the 
everlasting portion of the Church of God. But with such a 
hope before us, and such a destiny awaiting us, "what manner 
of persons ought we to be now in all holy conversation an� 
godliness? " We are yet in the enemy's country, and passing 
through the scene of our Lord's rejection ; may we see� 
grace day-by-day to be kept faithful to our absent Lord, 
whose face we soon shall see. May an ungrieved Spirit 
anoint our eyes with heavenly eye-salve, that we may behold 
things which are "afar off," that by simple faith these future 
and eternal realities may affect the heart and life here below

!

So shall we use the present in the °light of the future ; anq. 
the city of glory will fill our vision, and the Lord of Glory 
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fill the heart, until untold glories are ours in His presence 

for ever. May it be so with each one of us, for Christ's sake. 

Amen. 
"Bride of the Lamb, awake ! awake! 

Why slt!ep for sorrow now ?
The hope of glory, Christ is. thine, 

A child of glory thou. 

But see, the night is waning fast, 
. The breaking morn is near ; 

And Jesus comes, with heart of love, 
Thy drooping heart to cheer. 

He comes, for oh, His yearning heart 
No more can bear delay, 

To scenes of full unmingled joy 
To call His bride away. 

This earth, the scene of all His woe, 
A homeless wild to thee, 

Full soon upon His heavenly throne, 
Its rightful King shall see. 

Thou too shalt reign ! He will not wear 
His crown of joy alone ; 

And earth His royal bride shall see, 
Beside Him on the throne. 

Then weep no more ! 'Tis all thine own, 
His crown, His joy divine ; 

And, sweeter far than all beside, 
He, He Himself, is thine.'' 



THE 

G_I'he 3{ epe of ..9sra.el. 

)I( 

THE subject for our consideration to-night, is the 
iii���� 

Lord's Coming in its connection with God�s earthly 
people, Israel ; for there is a glory terrestrial, as well 

'(l . 

7'-',,,4,'n as a glory celestial. God has a heavenly people 
brought nigh unto Himself ; He has also an earthly 
people which He formed for Himself, and through 

whom He will yet shew forth His glory. Christ is the Centre 
of both. He is both "Head of the Church," and " King of 
Israel.'' Every careful reader of the Holy Scriptures must 
be impressed with the great prominence given to that 
nation in God's Word. I suppose, at least, two-thirds of 
those inspired writings are about Isra�l, either recording their 
historic past, or foretelling their prophetic future. But to 
understand the latter, it is _almost indispensable to have a clear 
idea of the former. I therefore purpose gjving a brief outline 
of God's past dealings with that nation ; then we will try 
and gather what the Scriptures reveal of their future, when 
God resumes His dealings with them. This part of our subject 
is illustrated on the Chart by the blue line. 

ISRAEL IN THE DIVINE . PURPOSE. 

Let us read Deut. xxxii. 8, 9 : " When the Most High 
divided to the nations their inheritance, when He separated 
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the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the people 
according to the number of the children of Israel. For the 
Lord's portion is His people ; Jacob is the lot of · His 
inheritance.'' Israel is seen here to be present in the mind 
of God, and the centre of His dealings with the human race, 
six hundred years before they had a national standing in the 
earth, aTJd two hundred years before the birth of their father, 
Abram. Yet, at that remote period, God assigned to each of 
the scattered sons of Adam his own portion of the earth 
acc<;:>rding to the number of that people not yet born. Here, 
then, we learn God's purpose concerning that nation. Israel is 
God's earthly centre, and He will yet make them the central 
nation of the world, and the channel of. blessing to all people. 
Palestine will yet become the glory of all lands ; and Jerusalem, 
the City of the Great King, will yet be the 1netropolis of the 
world ; the joy of the whole earth. "For the gifts and calling 
of God are without repentance." 

THE GIFT OF THE INHERITANCE . 

. Now turn to Gen. xii., where we find God calling their 
father, Abram, out from the nations, to make of him a great 
nation. The Lord said unto Abram, "Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, 
unto a land that I will s�ew thee;" and Abram "obeyed, and 
went out ; not knowing whither he went." In verse 5, he 
entered into the land of Canaan ; and in verse 7, the Lord 
appeared unto him, and said, " Unto thy seed will I give 
this land." God here selects that special portion of the 
earth, and by His own immutable "I will," gave· it for an 
inheritance unto the earthly seed of Abram. The inheritance 
belongs to Israel by Sovereign right, and by deed of gift. 

In Gen. xiii. 15, we read, "For all the Ian� which thou 
seest to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever." Here 
we have the duratzi;n of the possession of the inheritance. 
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That land is to be Israel's possession "for ever." Canaan is 

reserved for' Israel, and Israel is preserved by God for Canaan. 

As saith the Scriptures, '' God hath not cast away His people 

which He foreknew ; " and again, "the land shall not be sold 

for ever." 

Pass on to Gen. xv. 18-21, where God confirmed His 

covenant with Abran1 by sacrifice, saying, " Unto thy seed 

have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great 

river, the river Euphrates,'' etc. This Scripture clearly marks 

out the extent of the inheritance assigned by God to Israel. 
The _ancient land-marks are mentioned by God. The dimensions 

of Israel's land are definitely stated, and the boundary line is 

most accurately defined. The tract of territory herein described 

embraces an area of about 300,000 square miles, or about twice

and-a-half the size of Great Britain and Ireland. 
THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT. 

The promise was repeated to Isaac in Gen. xxvi. 3 ; and 
again to Jacob in Gen. xxviii. 13. Time passed by, and 

Jacob went. down into Egypt, where his son Joseph was 
governor over all. That generation passed away, and there 
arose another king that knew not Joseph, who made the seed of 
Jacob to serve with rigour in the house of bondage. Their cry 

came up unto the Lord their God, by reason of the bondage; 

and "God heard their groaning, and He remembered His 

covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.'' Ex. ii. 24. 

Moses i:; brought upon the scene, to whom God said, "I am 

Jehovah; and I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto 

Jacob, by the name of God Almighty; but by My name 

Jehovah was I not known to them. And I have also established 

My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the 

land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. And I 

have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom 
the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered My 
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covenant. Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am 
Jehovah, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of 
the Egyptians; and 1 will bring you in unto the land, 
concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to 
Isaac and to Jacob ; and I will give. it you for an heritage ; I 
am Jehovah." Ex. xii. 41. They now take a national standing 
in the earth. 

Then follows the account of their journeyings through the 
wilderness, when God took them by the hand, and was a 
husband unto them, guiding them by day and by night, 
supplying their every need, and dealing with them in richest, 
purest grace. 

THE COVENANT OF WORKS. 

But at Sinai, in the foolishness of their hearts, they placed 
themselves under a covenant of works. The conditions of this 
covenant are minutely stated in Deut. xxviii. The covenant 
which God made with Abraham, their father, was one of pure 
and absolute grace. Everything depended upon Jehovah's 
unchangeability, and was based upon His own imperishable 
word. Not so the covenant at Horeb: it depended upon their 
faithfulness to God, and their obedience to His word. If they 
were faithful to God, He pledged His word to bless then1 
everywhere and in all t�ings. Personal blessings, family 
mercies, and national glory and honour would be the result of 
obedience ; but on the other hand, if they did not hearken to 
God's voice, and obey His word, a solemn curse was to follow 
them wherever they might go, and in all things that they put 
their hands unto. They would become " the tail " of all nations 
instead of being " the head ; " they wou]d be "scattered abroad 
upon the face of the earth, and become an astonishment, a 
proverb, and a by-word among all nations." 

The book of Joshua immediately follows these conditions, 
and records God's fait/ifi1,lness to His people. The aged Joshua
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testified to them, saying, '' Ye know in all your hearts, and 
in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the 
good things which the Lord your God spake concerning you; 
all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed 
thereof." Joshua xxiii. r4. But in the following book we 
have as clearly stated, Is1'ael's unfaz"thfitln_ess to God. Again
and again do we read in the book of Judges, " The children 
of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord; " and twice have 
we those solemn words recorded, " Every man did that 
which was right! in his own eyes." Sin and lawlessness 
were manifest on every hand. 

THE DIVISION OF THE NATION. 

We pass on to the first book of Samuel, and we hear them 
saying to Samuel, "Make us a king to judge us like all the 
nations." "And the Lord said unto Samuel, hearken unto 
the voice of the people. in all that they say unto thee ; for 
they have not rejected thee, but they have 1'efected 1lfe, that I 
should not reign over them." 1 Sam. viii. 5, 7. To this solemn 
moment in their history, God refers in Hosea xiii. 10, II,

when, "He gave them a king in His anger, and took him 
away in His wrath." This refers to King Saul, who was the 
people's choice, and who reigned for forty years. Then 
God raised up David, the son of Jesse, the man after 
God's own heart ; he also reigned for forty years and 
was succeeded by Solomon, of whom we read, "It came 
to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned 
away his heart after other gods,'' etc. "Wherefore the 
Lord said unto Solomon, forasmuch as this is done of 
thee, and thou hast not kept My covenant and My statutes, 
which I commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom 
from thee, and will give it to thy servant. Howbeit, I will 
not rend away all the kingdom ; but will give one tribe to 
thy son, for David, My servant's sake, and for ·Jerusalem's 
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sake, which I have chosen." T Kings xi. 4-13. This division 
of the kingdom took place in the early days of Rehoboam, 
Solomon's son, when ten tribes revolted from the house 
of David and set up Jeroboam as their king. From this 
time they became two distinct nations (shewn by the dividing 
of the blue line on the Chart), 

THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. 

The house of Israel went on for about two hundred and 
fifty years, by which time they had so corrupted themselves, 
and polluted their land with idolatry, that God allowed 
Shalmanezer, the king of Assyria, to fight against them; 
and he took Samaria their capital, and carried Israel away 
into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor by 
the rive� of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. "So 
was Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria 
unto this day.'' (See I Kings xvii.) God permitted 
this Gentile power to carry them away captive into the very 
parts out from which He had called their father, Abraham. 
And to-day they are known as " the lost ten tribes ; " unknown 
to man, but watched over by God, and preserved by Him until 
the time when He will bring them out of their hiding-place, 
and plant them again upon the mountains of Israel. 

THE HOUSE OF JUDAH. 

The house of Judah went on from the captivity of their 
brethren for about another century ; when, concerning them 
we read, " The chief of the priests and the people, 
transgressed very much, after all the abominations of the 
heathen, and polluted the house of the Lord which He had 
hallowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their fathers 
sent to them by His messengers, rising up betimes, and 
·sending ; because He had compassion on His people, and on
His dwelling-place : but they mocked the messengers of God,
and despised His words, and misused His prophets, until the
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wrath of the Lord arose against His people, till there was 
no remedy. Therefore He brought upon them the king of the 
Chaldees, who slew their young men in the house of their 
sanctuary," etc. 2 Chron. xxxvi. They were thus delivered 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, who 
took their city, destroyed their temple, and carried those 
which escaped the sword captive into Babylon. (See Chart.) 

THE FIRST RESTORATION. 

After seventy years, Cyrus, king of Persia, issued the 
decree for any Jews to return to their own land, and to 
re-build the temple of the God of Israel. A remnant 
embraced the privilege and returned under Zerubbabel and 
Joshua, and they laid the foundation of the house, as 
mentioned in Ezra. A further number returned under 
Nehemiah and re-built the wall of the city, and for a time 
the true worship of Jehovah was re-established in the land. 
But alas ! it was very short lived ; for the prophet, Malachi, 
writing a few years afterwards, had to charge them with sad 
failure and declension from the ways of God; and with his 
book the Old Testament closes. 

BIRTH OF THE MESSIAH. 

Then follows a silence for four hundred years, which was 
broken by the angel appearing to Zacharias in the ten1ple, 
announcing to him the birth of John the Baptist, the herald 
of the Messiah. Gabriel also appeared to Mary, and said, 
"Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
Son, and shalt call His name Jesus. He shall be great, and 
shall be called the Son of the Highest ; and the Lord God 
shall give unto Him the throne of His father David; and 
He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever." 

THE REJECTION OF THEIR KING. 

John emerges from the solitudes of the desert, and came 
forth to prepare a people for the Lord, On the ban ks of 
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the Jordan he stood and cried "Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand." Jesus then entered the 
scene, and as David's Lord and Son, he presented Himself 
to Israel. But the solemn testimony of the Holy Scriptures 
is, "He came unto His own, and His own received Him 
not." They only saw in Him " the Carpenter's Son ; " and 
at Pilate's bar we see them clamouring for His death. And 
when Pilate said unto them, "Shall I crucify your King ? '' 
their answer was, "We have no King but Cresar ." Instead 
of putting Him upon the throne of David, they nailed Him 
to the cross at Cal vary ; and that sinless brow which should 
have borne the diadem, they encircled with a crown of thorns. 

THE MEASURE OF THEIR INIQUITY FILLED. 

Yet, upon the cross their dying Messiah cried, "Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they do ; '' and in 
resurrection He. commanded His disciples to begin their 
glorious errand of mercy '' at Jerusale1n." They had 
denied Him His royal rights, and stained their hands with 
His blood, still the long-suffering grace of God lingered over 
them. Hence, it was in the city ·of Jerusalem that Peter 
preached that powerful sermon on the day of Pentecost ; and 
it was to that very people to whom those words wtre 
addressed. Some believed the Apostle's words, but the 
greater part refused to listen and continued tq harden their 
hearts. They still added sin to sin, by imprisoning and 
beating the Apostles, and by forbidding them to speak in the 
name of Jesus ; and finally, they filled up the measure of 
their iniquity by stoning the proto-martyr, Stephe�, who 
testified with his dying breath, "Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God." .Whereupon, they stopped their ears, and gnashed 
upon him with their teeth, and they stoned him as he knelt 
down and said, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." By a 
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martyred Stephen, they sent the message after their rejected 

King, "We will not have this Man to reign over us." Luke 

xix. 14. As a nation they had rejected the testimony of God

the Father, by killing the prophets ; they dared to murder

the Son of the Father when He came unto them in grace ;

and now they consummate their guilt by deliberately and

persistently resisting the Holy Ghost's testimony through the

Apostles ; '' Wherefore, wrath has come upon them unto the

uttermost."

THEIR PRESENT CONDITION. 

Their present sad condition was clearly foretold them by 

Christ. In the parable of the husbandmen, he shewed them 

how utterly they had failed in the place of responsibility. 

Instead of yielding the fruit of the vineyard to the Owner, 

they ill-used and killed His servants, and lastly murdered 

His Son; then, out of their own mouth He.judges them in 

answer to His question, "When the Lord therefore of the 

vineyard cometh, what will He. do unto those husbandmen? 

They say unto Him, He will miserably destroy those wicked 

men, and will let out His vineyard unto other husbandmen, 

which shall render Him the fruits in their seasons." Matt. 

xxi. 40, 41.

Again, in the next parable, Jesus shewed them how

grievously they would fail under the wondrous grace of the 

gospel. The King makes a marriage for His Son, and invites 

them as guests to come and partake of the feast ; but they 

made light of it, and the remnant took His servants and 

entreat.ed them spitefully, and slew them. Then follows 

those solemn words, "But when the King heard thereof He 

was wroth : and He sent forth His arn1ies, and destroyed 

those murderers, and burned up their city." Matt. xxii. 7. 

In the next chapter, we have the closing words of Jesus to 

that nation : " Verily I say unto you, all these things shall 
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come upon this generation. 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 

that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent 

unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 

together as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 

and ye would not ! Behold your house is left unto you 

desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me 

henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in 

the name of Jehov�h. And Jesus went out, and departed 

from the temple.'' Matt. xxiii. 36-xxiv. i. 

Israel's day was now closed ; "Ichabod" was written over 

their temple; the dark pall of judgment hung over their 

city ; Jerusalem was soon to be destroyed, and to be trodden 

under by the Gentiles ; and a long period of trial and sorrow 

was coming upon that people. Nationally, God was about to 

set them aside as "Lo-ammi," that is, "Not niy people.'' 

This was fulfilled by the Romans under Titus, who took the 

city, and destroyed the temple, not leaving one stone upon 

another, according to our Lord's prediction ; and those Jews 

which escaped the edge of the sword, and the violence of the 

famine, were scattered to the four winds of heaven. Their 

present state was also foretold by the prophet, Hosea; '' For 

the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and 

without a prince" (their political state to-day), '' and without a 

sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and 

without teraphim" (their present spiritual condition). Hosea 

iii. + But, thank God, this state of desolation is not to continue

for ever, as the next verse in Hosea clearly states, "Afterwards

shall the children of Israel return, and seek the Lord their God,

and David their king; and shall fear the Lord and His goodness

in the latter days." Our Lord also placed a limit to this long

period of Israel's exile condition, when He said, "Jerusalem

shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until the times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled.'' These "times " commenced when God
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transferred the government of the world from Israel to the 
Gentiles in the person of Nebuchadnezzar. The Babylonish 
monarchy, as seen in the "head of gold," was followed by the 
Persian, and was succeeded by the Grecian, and this again gave 
pla�e to the Roman power, under which Christ was born and 
under whose authority He was crucified. The Roman earth 
will yet be re-divided into ten kingdoms as represented by the 
" ten toes " of the image, the ten kings of which will be 
go'!erned by one mighty power called" the Beast'' in Revelation. 
In the days of these kings will Christ appear as '' the Stone cut 
out without hands" and smite the image on its feet, z".e. the last 
days of Gentile rule and authority in the earth; and then fill the 
whole earth. Then will God give back to Israel the govern
mental power, and make them the governing nation of 
millennial times. Compare the figure on the chart and the 
king's vision as recorded in Dan. ii. Thus, these "times'' are 
still running their course, and will do so until God gathers back 
His ancient people to their own land. Till then, we have 
Gentile supremacy in the earth, and Jerusalem, God's earthly 
centre of government, lies in desolation. 

ISRAEL'S FUTURE RESTORATION. 

But Israel's 'i year of Jubilee" is yet to come, when every man 
will return into his own possession, "For the Lord will have 
mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in 
their own land ; and the strangers shall be joined unto them, 
and they shall cleave to the house of Jacob. And the people 
shall take them and bring them to their place ; and the house 
of Israel shall possess them in the land of the Lord for servants 
and handmaids : and they shall take them captives whose 
captives they were ; and they shall rule over their oppressors." 
Isa. xiv. I, 2. From Isa. xxviii. and similar passages we learn 
that the majority of the Jews will return to Palestine in 
unbelief, and will enter into a covenant with the antichrist, who 
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will then be in the land representing "the Beast" who will 
bear sway over the whole Roman earth. This mighty power 
will undertake to protect them against some powerful enemy,-
probably "the king of the North" of prophecy; and they will 
take shelter beneath the wing of him, who will receive his throne 
from Satan (Rev. xiii. 2). But God declares "their covenant 
with death shall be disannulled, and their agreement with hell 
shall not stand." For, "in the midst of the week the 
covenant will be broken, and the Man of sin will set up 
idolatry, compelling all to worship the image which he will 
make to the great imperial power, and putting to death all 
those who dare to refuse to do so.'' Dan. ix. Rev. xiii. 

THE GREAT TRIBULATION. 

Then will commence "the time of Jacob's trouble ; but he 
shall be saved out of it." Jer. xxx. Dan. xii. I. To this time 
of unparalleled sorrow our Lord referred in His prophecy on the 
Mount of Olives = " \iVhen ye therefore see the abomination 
of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the 
holy place, then let them which be in J udrea flee into the 
mountains," etc. Matt. xxiv. 15-31. Here we have a people in 
Judrea, and in Jerusalem, beholding an image placed in their 
temple (which will then have been built), which is the sign 
given to them by Christ, to escape for their life. Many of the 
Jews will be deceiyed by the Satanic power and subtlety of the 
false prophet ; and will accept him as their Messiah. Others 
will seal their testimony for God with their blood, rather than 
deny the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, by bowing 
their knee to an idol. But some will act upon the Lord's word 
and escape for · safety to the n1ountains. And so fierce will 
Satan's wrath be against them, and so fearful will the tribulation 
be in those days, that Jesus said, "Except those days should be 
shortened there should no flesh be saved." That is to say, the 
persecution will be of such a violent character that they would 
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all die under it, and there would be none left to re-people the 

millennial earth. Hence, the Lord goes on to say, '' But for the 

elect1s sake those days shall be shortened." God will seal a 
remnant for Himself, and preserve them through that time of 

unprecedented sorrow,. and finally bring them out of it, even as 

He brought Noah through the deluge, and they will become 

the nucleus of the millennial nation. 

CHRIST APPEARS AS ISRAEL'S DELIVERER. 

In their extremity, and when their enemies are taking 
crafty counsel against them, and consulting together to blot 

them out from under heaven, saying, "Come and let us cut 

them off from being a nation ; that the name of Israel may 
be no more in remembrance." Every door of hope seems to 
be closed against them, and every way of escape seems to be 
cut off; then, as in days of old, wh�n they were hemmed in 
on the Egyptian side of the Red Sea, they will cry unto 
Jehovah, the God of their fathers, in those touching words, 
"0 God, the heathen are come in unto Thine inheritance ; 
Thy holy temple have they defiled, they have laid Jerusalem on 
heaps. The dead bodies of Thy servants have they given to be 
meat unto the fowls of h�aven, the flesh of Thy saints unto the 

beasts of the earth. Their blood have they shed like water 

round about Jerusalem ; and there was none to bury them. 
How long, Lord ? Wilt Thou be angry for ever ? Shall Thy 
jealousy burn like fire ? They have devoured Jacob, and laid 

waste his dwelling-place." "Oh that Thou wouldest rend the 

heavens, that Thou wouldest come down, that the mountains 

might flow down at Thy presence." At that solemn crisis, the 
heavens will rend asunder, and Christ appear with His heavenly 

armies to succour and to deliver them. " Then shall the Lord 

go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fought in 
the day of battle." In that day He will trample down His 

enemies, according to the prophecy of Isaiah : " I will tread 
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them in Mine anger, and trample them in My fury ; and their 
blood shall be sprinkled upon My garments, and I will stain all 

My raiment ; for the day of vengeance is in Mine heart, and 
the year of My redeemed is come. I will tread down the 
people in Mine anger, and make them drunk in My fury, and I 

will bring down their strength to the earth." These are the 
words of Israel's King when He undertakes the cause of His 

down-trodden and afflicted people, and comes forth to execute 
judgment upon all their foes. 

ISRAEL WELCOMES HER MESSIAH. 

Then will they exclaim, "Lo this is our God ; we have 

waited for Him, and He will save us; this is the Lord; we 
have waited for Him ; we will be glad and rejoice in His 

salvation." But, as they gaze upon their victorious Saviour, 
they will discover He has wounded hands, and pierced feet ; 
-for He will ever bear in His body the marks of the cross
and by means of those very wounds they will be awakened
to the fact that th is gracious Deliverer is the same Person
that came to them before, Whom their fathers rejected and

nailed to a tree as an Impostor and a Deceiver of the people.
And, behold, this is the same One, who has wrought such a

mighty deliverance for them. The thought of such over

whelming gr ace will melt their eyes to tears, and their hearts
to grief. "A.nd they will mourn for Him, as one mourneth

for his only son, and will be in bitterness for Him, as one
that is in bitterness for his first-born." The husbands will
mourn apart, and the wives wiJl weep in secret. Each one

shut in alone with God, will confess with brokenness of
he�rt, and contrition of spirit, the awful sin of their fathers

in crucifying their Messiah. Zech. xii.
"In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house 

of David, and to the inhabitants of J erusa]em, for sin and 
for uncleanness.'' Zech. xiii. 1. They will then learn by 
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the teaching of the same Spirit which their fathers resisted, 

that "the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth from 

all sin,'' even the sin of shedding it. 

LOST TEN TRIBES RE-APPEAR. 

But, it appears from Ezek. xx. 33-38, that God will deal 

with the ten tribes in a different way. He will bring them 

out into the wilderness of the people, and there plead with 

them face to face, purging out from among them the rebels, 

who are not allowed to enter into the land. In Isaiah xlix. 
their arrival is predicted, and a most graphic description is 

given by the Spirit of God, of the meeting between them and 

those who have survived the distress and persecution in 
Jerusalem. God will thus bring back to Palestine a remnant 

of all the tribes of Israel, as saith the prophet Isaiah, " God 
shall set His hand again the second time'' (the first was when 
they returned from Babylon) "to recover the rernnant of His 
people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, 
and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from 
Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. 

And He shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall 
assemble the outcasts of Israel,'' (the ten tribes) "and 

gather together the dispersed of Judah," (the two tribes) 

" from the four corners of the earth." Isaiah xi. I I, 12.

" And so all Israel shall be saved ; as it is written, there 

shall come out of Zion a Deliverer, and shall turn away 

ungodliness from Jacob.'' 

THE TWO NATIONS RE-UNITE. 

The two houses will then be re-united and become one 

nation in the land, as foretold in Ezek. xxxvii. �5-28. 

"Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex 

Ephraim.'' (Compare the two blue lines merging into one 

on the Chart). The land of promise will be re-divided among 

the whole twelve tribes, and· each one will be satisfied with 
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his divine1y assigned portion, and all of them will delight 
to make the true " David" King .. 

JEHOVAH'S DELIGHT IN THE BLESSING OF HIS PEOPLE. 

This future deliverance of Jsrad will eclipse the Exodus 
from Egypt, and will greatly redound to God's praise. Jer. 

xxxm. 14, I 5. It will not only bring glory to Jehovah's name, 
it will also be a source of untold delight to His heart, as we 
read in Jer. xxxii. 37-44: "B-!holJ I will gather them out of 
all countries whither I have driven them in Mine anger, and in 
My fury, and in great wrath ; and I will bring them again 
into this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely. Yea, 
I will rejoice over them to do them good ; and I will plant 
them in this land assuredly with l\1y whr1le heart, and with My 

whole soul.'' Could language be stronger, or words more 
expressive than these ? 

Again, when the Lord does this, it will be for ever, as saith 
the prophet Amos, "I will bring again the captivity of My 
people of Israel, and they shall build the wa:;te cities, and 
inhabit them ; and they 5ha11 plant vineyards, and drink the 
wine thereof; and they shall also make gardens� and eat the 
fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their .land, and 
they shall no more be pulled up out of their land, which I 
have given then1, saith the Lord thy God."· Amos ix. 14, 

15. 1
' For He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take

root ; Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the

world with fruit." Isaiah xxvii. 6.
" The Sun of Righteousness" shall arise upon all who fear 

Jehovah's name, and will fill the millennial earth with its 

healing rays. Then will Zion's walls be called '' salvation," 

and her gates ' 1 praise." The sun will be no longer her
light by day, neither for brightness shall the moon give light 
upon them, for the Lord will be their Everlasting Light, and 
God their Glory. 
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"lo that day it sl1all be said to Zion, let not thine hands 
be slack. The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ; 
He will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy ; He will 
rest in His love ; He will joy over thee with singing.'' ·" I will 
hear, saith the Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they shall 
hear the earth ; and the earth shall hear the corn and wine, 
and the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel." Hosea ii. 21, 22,

The heavens and the earth will thus unite to praise and 
worship Israel's covenant-keeping God ; "For of Hirn, and 
through Him, at'!d t9 Him are all things ; to whom be· glory 
for ever.'' Amen. 

� 
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WE have, to-night, to view the Coming of the Lord as 
.��? the hope which God has placed before a sorrow

' bowed Creation ; '' For the earnest expectation of 
the Creation waiteth for the revealing of the sons of God.· 
For the Creation was subjected to vanity, not of its own 
will, but by reason of Him who subjected it, in hope that 
the Creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage 
of corruption, into the liberty of the glory of the children of 
God. For we know that the whole Creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now.'' Rom. viii. 19-22. (R.V.) 

GOD'S KINGDOM YET TO COME. 

For this blissful perioj our Lord taught His disciples 
to pray, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.'' God's will is not done by the world 
to-day ; His claims are ignored, and ·His holy Name is 
dishonoured in the earth. For six thousand years man bas 
been acting in rebellion against his Creator. In the Garden 
of Eden, Adam sold his dominion into the hands of Satan ; 
at Sinai, �srael put a golden calf in the place of Jehova�;
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at Calvary, Jew and Gentile united to cast out the Heir of 
all things ; and for eighteen hundred years men have been 
doing despite unto the Spirit of grace. 

The power of the usurper extends to every chme and 
nation. The effect of Adam's transgression is felt every
where; and one universal groan ascends from the whole 
animate creation. But, is this state of sin and sorrow to 
continue for ever? Thank God, the sure word of prophecy 
answers, "No." Christ will yet set all things right. He is 
coming to "gather out of His kingdom all things that offtnd, 
and them which do iniquity." He will yet establish God's 
kingdom on earth; ani then will dawn that golden age, 
which is to be man's jubilee, creation's sabbath, and Christ's 
reign. Then the earth will be ·' filled with the knowledge of 
the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.'' 

CHRIST IS TO REIGN IN THAT KINGDOM. 

The Lord Jesus is Jehovah's King; and He will yet sit 
upon the throne, wearing the royal crown, and holding the 
reins of government. For a proof of this, turn to I Chron. 
xvii. I r-14, where God said to His servant, David, " And it
shall come to pass, when thy days be expired that thou must 
go to be with thy fathers, that I will raise up thy seed after 
thee, which shall be of thy sons ; and I will establish his 
kingdom. He shall build Me an house, and I will stablish 
his throne for ever. I will settle him in l\1ine house and in 
My kingdom for ever ; and his throne shall be established for 
.evermore." We know that these words were only partially 
fulfilled in David's son, Solomon. He reigned for forty years 
only, and then went the way of all the earth. They point 
onward to a greater than Solomon, even to Hirri Who is both 
David's Son, and David's Lord. 

Pass on to the New Te5tament, which opens with the 

words, "The book of the•generation of Jesus.Christ, the Son of 
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David, the Son of Abraham." The Spirit of God thus commences 
by asserting the kingly glory of Jesus, and proceeds to trace 
His genealogy back to David, the king of Israel. His human 
pedigree is thus· rec Jrded ; His royal descent is clearly proved ; 
and His legal claim to David's throne is fully established. 
I-Ience, in Matt. ii. the wise men from the east said, "Where is 
He that is born l(ing of the Jews?" As a rule, earthly kings 
are born princes, and not kings ; but here we have an exception, 
for Christ was a King from His birth. He is the rightful 
Heir to David's vacant throne. 

Look again at the angel's words _to the Virgin Mary in
Luke i. 31-33, "And behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb, 
and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He shall 
be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest : and the 
Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father, David; 
and He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever ; and of 
His kingdom there shall be no end." The kingdom was given 
by God to Christ in His eternal counsels ; the throne belongs 
to Him by birth, and the diadem is His by the immutable 
word of Him, who has said, "I will overturn, overturn, 
overturn it ; until He come whose right it is ; and I will give 
it Him." 

THE KING'S REJECTION. 

On a previous occasion we dwelt upon the king's rejection. 
Herod sought to destroy Him ; the Jewish nation disowned 
His regal rights, and Pontius Pilate delivered Him to the 
Gentiles to be crucified. This poor world was thus urged on by 
Satan, the usurper, to murder its rightful Lord. Yet, amidst 
the shame aud ignominy of the cross, God maintained and 
displayed the royal dignity and. glory of Jesus; for Pilate 
wrote the superscription and placed it over His head, "Jesus oi 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews. 1 = 'To this the Jews strongly 
objected, .and besought Pilate to alter the writing, saying,
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"Write not, The K.ing of the Jews _; but that He said I am 
King of the Jews.'' But the governor remained unmoved, and 
said, "What I have written I have written ; " the thing was 
unalterable. 

THE KING'S DEPARTURE. 

In Luke xix. I 2, we read, " A certain noblen1an went into a 
far country, to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return." 
Christ has thus gone into the highest heaven, where God has 
enthroned Him at His own right hand until His foes are made 
His footstoo1. And, "in His times He will shew, who is the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and the Lord of 
lords." 

THE RECEPTION OF THE KINGDOM. 

Now turn to the seventh chapter of the prophet Daniel, and 
we will read verses 13 and 14: "I saw jn the night visions, 
and behold, One like unto the Son of Man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the -Ancient of days, and 
they brought Him near before Him. And there was given to 
Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages should serve Him ; His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." Dan. vii. 13, 14. 
Christ is here seen receiving the kingdom from the Ancient of 
days ; even the Eternal God. Pass on to Revelation v., where 
we learn that He does this in full open court, and in the most 
public manner. The whole universe of God is challenged to 
produce one who is both worthy and competent to take the 
seven-sealed book out of the hand of Him that sat upon the 
throne. Due time is given, and a solemn silence ensues; but no 
one comes forward. At length, John has his attention directed 
to "the Lamb in the midst of the throne, as it had been slain." 
"And He came and took the book out of the right hand of 
Him that s·at upon the throne." Christ is thus invested with 
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this world's sovereignty, and universally acknowledged to be 
the only Worthy One in heaven, or in earth, er under 
the earth, to take up the reins and govern in a scene where 
man has so sadly failed. 

The seven seals are opened, and the seven trumpets are 
blown, and then great voices in heaven are heard, saying, 
'' The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of His Christ ; and He shall reign for ever 
apd ever." Rev. xi. r 5. 

The subject is continued in Rev. xix. 11-21, where heaven 
is opened, and Christ comes forth as King of kings to put 
down all opposition, and to subjugat.e every foe. Satan is 
bound and cast into his prison, and Christ reigns "in Mount 
Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His ancients gloriously.'! 

THE KING'S THRONE. 

In that day Jerusalem will be called "the throne of the 
D.ord," it will be the earthly centre of Christ's millennial 
reign. "For the Lord hath chosen Zion; he hath desired 
it for His habitation ; this is My rest for ever.'' "The 
Lord loveth the gates of Zicm more than all the dwellings of 
Jacob. Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God ;" 
and although the heathen n1ay rage, and the people imagine 
a vain thing, and all the kings of the earth take counsel 
t0gether against the Lord and against His Anointed; yet,
will He "set His King upon the holy hill of Zion.'' In that 
day "God will return, and will huild again the tabernacle of 
David, which is fallen down ; and will build again the ruins 
thereof, and will set it up." For, "Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that the city shall be built to the Lord,_from 
the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the cornert etc. Jer. 
xxxi. 38-40, Then shall Jerusalem be called "The city of
righteousne?s 1 The faithful city." "For thus saith the Lord
of hosts, I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the
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midst of Jerusalem ; and Jerusalem shall be called A city of 

truth ; �nd the mountain of the Lord of hosts, The holy 

mountain. 

And to shew how literal all this is, we read, " There 

shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of 

Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very 
age. And the streets of the City shall be full of boys 

and girls playing in the street thereof." "Behold I 

will save my people from the east country, and from 

the west country ; and I will bring then1, and they shall 
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem." Zech. v111. 3, 4, 
7, 8. "Yea, every p(?t in Jerusalem and in Judah shall 

be holiness unto the Lord of hosts in that day ; and 

the name of the City thenceforth will bt 'Jehovah 

Shammah, the Lord is there.' " 

UNIVERSAL SWAY. 

\ V c might al:rn notice some of tlie characteristics of the 
Lord's reign. It will be a reign of universal sway. Take 

one or two scriptures which clearly state this. In Psa. ii. 8, 

Jehovah says to His beloved Son, "Ask of me, and I shall 

give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 

parts of the earth, for thy possession ; '' and in Psa. xviii. 43, 

Christ says to Jehovah, '' Thou hast made me the head of the 

heath�n ; a people whom I have not known shall serve me, 

as soon as they hear of me they shall obey me." Again, we 

read in that lovely millennial Psalm, "He shall have 

dominion also from sea tu sea, and from the river unto the 

ends of the earth. They that dwell in the wilderness [the 

wild Arab tribes] shall bow before Him, and His enemies 

shall li:;k the dust. The Kings of Tarshish and of the isles 
.

. 

shall lJring pr1...se11ts; the Kings of Sheba and Sebc1: shall offer 

gifts: Yea, all King� shall fall down before Him; all ·nations 

shalJ serve -Hi.m. 1
· Psa. lxxii. 8, 11. Such is the testimony of 
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the Holy Scriptures concerning Him
1 

who
1 

when He came the 
first time had not \Vhere to lay His head. For there was 
"no roon1 in the inn 11 for Him at His birth ; neither was 
there any roon1 for Hirn in the· City of Nazareth as He com
menced His public n1inistry, for they cast Him out ; no room 
was found for Jesus in the whole country of Gadara, for they 
begged Him to depart out of their coast, and finally, there 
was no room in the world for Him, for they put Hin1 between 
earth and heaven as fit for neither. He was cut off and had 
none of His 11essianic rights . But in that day the whole scene 
will be changed, for He will wield universal power, and fill the 
whole earth with His glory. 

" Kings shall fall down before Him, 
And gold and incense bring ; 

All nations shall adore Him, 
His praise all people sing ; 

Outstretched His wide dominion 
O'er river, sea, and shore, 

Far as the eagle's pinion, 
Or do,·e's light wing can soar." 

UNIVERSAL PEACE. 

It will also be a reign of universal peace. For a proof of 
this, read Psa. xlvi. 9, "He maketh wars to cease unto the 
end of the earth, He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear 
in sunder ; He burneth the chariot in the fire.'' Again, '' He 
shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people, 
and they shall beat their sworJs into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning hqoks ; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.'' Isa, ii. 4. 
Enormous armie;; and powerful fleets will be useless then. 
G;:itling guns and Nordenfdt rifles will be di�pensed with in 
that-kingdom. Huge ironclads, and deadly torpedo boats will 
be for ever cast aside. Instead of usin'g the best manufactured 
steel to make those deadly weapons of warfare, it will be used 
in making implements of agriculture; and those glittering 
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blades made to slaughter fellow-creatures with, will be converted 
into instruments for breaking up the fallow ground, and of 
reaping the precious fruits of the earth. 

Men will then learn and recognize the ble3sed fact, that God 
"hath made of one blood all nations of n1en, for to dwell on all 
the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before 
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.'' It will not be 
then, as alas ! it is now, one nation looking with jealousy and 
suspicion upon another ; and one power greedy of enlarging 
its own borders, takes a portion from the inheritance of its 
neighbour; but each one will be satisfied with his divinely
apportioned possession, and rest contentedly in his own assigned 
position. 

UNIVERSAL BLESSING. 

This blissful period will be one of universal blessz1ig. Israel's 
cup will then be full to over-flowing, as saith the prophet 
Micah, '' In that day saith the Lord I will assemble her tliat 
halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that 
was afflicted, and I will make her that halted a remn_ant, and 
her that was cast off a strong nation ; and the Lord shall reign 
over them in Mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever. And 
thou,. 0 tower of the flock, the stronghold of the daughter of 
Zion, unto thee shall it come, �ven the first dominion ; the 
Kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem." Micah iv. 
6, 8: Restored to her own land, God will give her the place of 
supremacy among the nations of the earth. "Thou shalt also 
b� a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem 
in the hand of thy God. Thou shalt no more be termed 
Forsaken, neither shall thy land any more be termed 
Desolate, but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land 
Beulah; for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be 
mai:ried." 
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Gentile nations will also share the blessings of Christ's 
beneficent reign ; for the promise to Abraham was "In thy 
Seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." And the 
Apostle argues in Rom. xi, " Now if the fall of them [Israel] be 
the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches 
of the Gentiles, how much more their fulness ? For if the casting 
away of them be the reconciling of the world, what will the 
receiving of them be, but life from the dead ? " In that day, it 
will be said, "Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with His people.'' They 
will drink of Israel's cup, and share their joys and blessing5. 

The blessing will also extend to all the works of God's hand. 
This once happy and beautiful, but now marred and ruined 
creation, groans beneath its weight of sorrow, and yearns for the 
hour of its delivera1}ce. It has experienced six thousand years 
of toil and care, but" ·the seventh 'will be its Sabbath of rest. 
The Lord is coming to introduce that state of rest and blessed
ness, when He will hush creation's groan and fill the whole 
scene with joy and song. This is Creation's Hope. The 
ferocious nature of the wild beasts will then be changed. 
Instead of killing and devouring one another, we read, :c The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid ; and the calf, and the young lion, and the 
falling together ; and a little child shall lead theu1. And the 
co,v a!]d the bear shall feed ; their young ones shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw lil�e the ox ; they shall 
not hurt no·� destroy in all my holy mountain.'' Isa. xi. 6-7. 
'' Then shall the earth yidd her increase ; and God, even our 
own Goq sh�ll bless us. God shall bless us, and all the ends of 
the earth sh.al.I fear him.'' The eart� will be so productive in 
those days that it is said, "the ploughn1an �hall overtake the 
reaper, and the treader of grapes him that· soweth seed ; the 
mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt." 
Then shall "the mountains and the hills break. forth into 
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singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the 
briar shall come up the myrtle tree, it shall be to the Lord for a 
name, for an everlasting sign which shall not be cut off." "The 
wildernt:ss and the solitary place shall be glad for them ; and 
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose." Beauty and 
fertility, peace and plenty will be manifest on every side. " For 
the Lord shall comfort Zion ; He will comfort all her waste 
places, and He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her 
desert like the garden of the Lord ; joy and gladness shall be 
found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody." 

UNIVERSAL WORSHIP. 

During the thousand years, there will be universal worship

of the one true and living God, as saith the prophet Zechariah. 
" It shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all nations 
which came against Jerusalem, shall even go up from year to 
year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the 
feast of Tabernacles." Zech. xiv. 16. And again, "The moun
tain of the Lord's house shall be established on the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills ; and all nations 
shall flow unto jt." The Sanctuary of the Lord, which is so 
minutely described in Ezek. xl -xlviii. will then be erected in 
Israel's midst, and become a true house of prayer for all people. 
To this Isaiah's prophecy refers : "The multitude of camels 
shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Mi<lian and Ephah; all 
they from Sheba sh.all come, they shall bring gold and incense, 
and they shall shew forth the praises of the Lord. All the 
flocks of Kedar shall be gathered_ together unto thee, the rams 
of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee, they shall come up with 
acctptance on mine altar, and I will glorify'. the house of My 
glory. Therefore thy gates shall be open continually, they 
shall not be shut day nor night, that n1en may bring unto thee 
the forces of the Gentiles, and that their king may be brought." 
Isa. lx. 6, 7, I I. 
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Day and night the sacrifices will ascend, a sweet savour unto 
the Lord, from off the brazen altar. By this means God will 
keep Israel and Gentile nations in continual remembrance of the 
fact that all their joys and blessings flow out of the one great 
sacrific� at Calvary, even as the Spirit does the believer to-day, 
by means of" the bread and wine '' at the Lord's table. In the 
past dispensation the sacrifices were typical, and pointed onward 
to the cross ; but in millennial days they will be commemorative, 
and will point backward to it. 

THE LIVING WATERS. 

From beneath the threshold of the temple, waters will issue 
which run southward into the City, and there divide into two 
rivers. One will flow westward and empty itself into the 
Mediterranean, and· the other will run eastward into the Dead 
Sea, healing its waters, and causing them to team with fish. 
It will also water the valley of Shittim, and impart life and 
blessing wheresoever its waters go. These life-giving waters 
will cause the desert to blossom as the rose, and make vegeta
tion abound in the wilderness. They will convert sterile places 
into scenes of �ertility and fruitfulne3s. Upon the banks of the 
river will grow luxuriant trees clad in beautiful foliage, and 
laden with luscious fruit. 

THE HEAVENLY CITY. 

Then immediately over this lovely scene of life, peace, and 
worship, will appear in the air, "the Heavenly City, the New 
Jerusalem, having the glory of God,·and her light like unto a 
stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal.'' 
Its rays of light and glory will thus shine forth upon the centre 
of worship on .earth, and form a co.veri-ng to those who assemble 
before the Lord in the Temple, as the pillar of cloud over
shadowed the Tabernacle in ·days of old. Isa. iv. 5, 6 (margin). 
Then will it be·said to Zion, '' Arise, shine ; for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, 
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behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness 
the people ; but the Lord shall rise upon thee, and His glory 
shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy 
light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising." Isa. lx. 1-3. 
Those saved nations will thus walk and worship in the Fght of 
the City of glory, as mentioned in Rev. xxi. 24. 

Our Lord's words to Nathani�l will be fulfilled in those 
days, "Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.'' John i. 
51. The Psalmist's words will also then be verified : "His
name shall endure for ever ; His name shall be continued as
long as the sun; and men shall be blessed in Him ; all nations
shall call Him blessed. Blessed be the Lord God, the God of
Israel, who only doeth wondrous things. A.nd blessed be His
glorious name br ever ; and let the whole earth be filled with
His glory. Amen, and Amen.'' Psa. lxxii. 17-19.

THE FINAL OUTBREAK OF EVIL. 

This glorious state of things will continue throughout the 
millennial reign of Christ, during which time Satan will be 
bound and sealed in the bottomless pit. "But when the 
thousand years are expired, Satan will be loosed out of his prison 
and will go forth to deceive the nations which are in the four 
quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together 
to battle." God thus allows Satan to make this final attempt 
to dethrone the King of kings. I-le speedily obtains a vast 
army to join him in this last act of rebellion against God. Many 
of those who will be born during the thousand years will still 
have unregenerate hearts, and they will yield only a "feigned" 
obedience to the Lordship of Christ. They now shew their true 
�olours; anCl: rally around Satan's standard, and pro.:;eed to 
attack Jerusalem, the beloved city. 

Man thus ends his history as he com.menced it. He began 
by preferring the devi\'� lie to the truth of God; and he 
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finishes by siding with �atan against the Lord, and against 
His Anointed. The millennial ag�, like all that have 
preceded it, will thus end with failure. vVherever God has 
tried man he has failed. However highly favoured, and 
richly blessed he has been, he has always proved the truth of 
that solemn word, " The carnal mind is enmity against God." 
He has been tested by God in innocence ; without law; under 
law; under the richest grace; and he will yet be tried under 
the brightest glory ; but his history is one of sin and failure 
from first to last. Thus proving that nothing short of 
regeneration can ever meet his need, or satisfy God. This 
daring act of high treason against earth's rightful King will be 
dealt with by direct judgment from heaven. Satan will then 
be cast into " the lake of fire, where the beast and the false 
prophet are, and they shall be· tormented day and night for 
ever and ever.'' Rev. xx. 

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE. 

Now comes the closing scene of time, "the Great White 
Throne'' ju:igment. From John v. we learn it is the Son of 
1'.lan, who will sit upon .that solemn judgment-seat. The One, 
who once stood at Pilate's bar to be judged by His creature, 
man. Then, wicked men dared to spit into His face, and to 
pluck the hair from His cheeks ; but here, the scene is 
entirely changed ; and from that same fa_ce the heavens and 
the earth flee away. At that solemn assize will appear all 
those who have died out of Christ from Cain down to the end 
of time. And although they stand before the throne in their 
resurrection bodies, yet, they· are still called '' the dead." 
The judgment proceeds, and " the Books are opened." "The 
book of remembrance'' will be produced at that tribunal, and 
_every idle word uttered, and each unholy act committed, will 
_pe brought to light by Him, who reads the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. Matt. xii. 3_6. 
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'' The Word of God" will also take a prominent place at that 
judgment ; for Jesus said, " The word that I speak, the same 
shall judge him in the last day." That peerless Volume 
which tells the sinner of his ruin, and which reveals God's 
remedy for sin, will be a swift witness against those who stand 
before that throne. The. inspired Book which records the 
past, and unveils both the future destiny of the saints, aud the 
unending woes of the lost, will bea_r � solemn testimony 
against those who have read its contents, but who did not 
obey its precepts. Those God-breathed pages upon which 
man dares now to sit in judgment, and condemn as an old 
wives' fable, will then close the mouth of each one before the 
Judge. 

And now, to prove that the judgment of God is according 
to truth, "the book of life" is opened, and its pages are 
searched, as though the Righteous Judge gave them every 
possible opportunity of escape, but alas! the name is not 
found written therein, and then comes the solemn sentence, 
"Whosoever was not found written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire." Those ton_g�s _ �v�_ich m�ke 

_ excuses so flippantly now, will be speechless at the bar o( 
God then. Rejectors of Christ will stand defenceless before 
Him. Self-abhorred and self-condemned, they will admit the 
righteousn·ess of the judgment, and the justice of their doom. 
They believed Satan's lie, and served the god ofithi� world, and 
now they must share his eternal destiny. At that Judgment 
Seat they hear the lips of the Righteous Judge pronouncing 
the solemn sentence, "Depart from Me, y� cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." And 
from that Great White Throne, they will be consigned to the 
awful place, "where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched ; '' where hope never enters, and a ray of light can 
never come ; but where the cry will be for ever heard1 " The 
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harvest 1s past, and the summer is ended, and we are not 
saved.'' 

THE ETERNAL ST ATE. 

From this solemn scene we turn now to the inspired 
account of the Eternal State as given in Rev. xxi. r-8. 
The Apostle Peter had said before, "We, according to His 
promise, look for new heavens, and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness ; " and here they are brought into 
existence. The last enemy, that is, death, has been cast 
into the lake of fire. The last tear has dimmed the eye ; 
and sighs, sorrows, pain, bereavement, have become things 
of the past. The eternal purpose of God is , carried out, and
the divine plan executed. All things are made new. 
Everything is in its resurrection state, and based upon a 
redemption footing ; never to be marred, nor disturbed. 
Then will the Son deliver up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father, and " God will be All in all.'' 

In that fixed condition of things, when everything bears 
i,ts eternal stamp, and is seen in its everlasting condition, 
John beheld " the New Jerusalem '' still prepared as " a bride 
adorned for her husband." Then, God's Tabernacle will be 
with men. The Rest of God will be fully entered into, and 
the Day of God have come. The One upon the throne now 
says, "It is done." The vast structure designed by infinite 
wisdom in the eternal past, the firm foundation of w_hich was 
laid amidst the depths of Calvary, when Jesus cried, "It �s 
finished,'' is now perfected ; and now the Everlasting Triune 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, take possession of the 
magnificent _palace, filling the new heavens and the new earth 
with their divine presence and glory. 

This glorious sight of the Eternal State, is followed in 
verse 6, by an invitation from the l�ps of Jesus to any poor 
thirsting sinner, to come and partake of the water of life 
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freely ; as though His tender heart was moved with a yearning 
compassion towards a poor world that is hurrying on to such a 
destiny, rejecting such infinite grace, and eternal glory. Then 
follows a word of pron1ise to the believer in. verse 7, " He that 
overcometh, shall inherit all things." The child of God is 
thus exhorted to overcome the present in the light and power 
of the future. Beholding that ineffable glory, he is encouraged 
to put on '' the whole armour of God," and so is able to stand 
against all the i wiles of the devil. Strengthened by Divine 
power, and energized by Divine grace, he is enabled to come off 
more than conqueror through Him who loved him. Cheered 
and stimulated by such a promise and by such. a prospect, he 
can sing�with holy joy, 

'' I've seen the face of Jesus, 
Tell me not of aught beside ; 

I've heard the voice of Jesus, 
My whole heart is satisfied." 

Then comes the solemn w.irning to the ungodly in verse 8 ; 
'' But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the �bominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and 
all _liars shall have their part in J;he lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone ; which is the second death.'' If men per
sist in closing thtir eyes to their imminent danger, if they 

' 

continue to stop their ears to such faithful and solemn warnings, 
and steel their hearts against such loving entreaties and 
gracious invitations, then this must be their awful and eternal 

doom. The Lord grant that not one present may ever prove 

the reality of these solemn words by experience. Let me urge 

any unsaved ones here tb "Seek the Lord while He may be 
found, and to call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked 

forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and 

let him return unto the Lord, and He will ha\·e mercy upon 

i1im; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.'' 
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May God add His own rich blessing upon our meditations 

upon "that blessed hope ; 11 and until it comes, may Christ 

become dearer to our hearts; and His word be yet sweeter to 

our taste, and the glory become brighter to faith's vision, 

than they have ever been heretofore. God grant it to each one 

of us, for Christ's sake. Amen. 
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