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Reminiscences by a Fellow Worker. 

Although I had casually met dear Charles 
Hickman at different times previously, it was not 
till 1897 that I came into close association with 
him in the work of the Lord. He joined me in 
Romford where we had a number of Evangelistic 
meetings in a good-sized tent which subsequently 
decided him to abandon his earthly calling and 
give himself wholly to the spread of the Gospel. 
He was a young man full of zeal and had often 
proclaimed the glad tidings in the open air in the 
great City of London—an exercise which in many 
cases besides his own has proved a good training 
ground for developing latent gift and the art of 
extempore preaching. He was able to gather and 
hold these promiscuous audiences; more than 
ordinarily " he waited on " his ministry, an exhor
tation often forgotten, and far too much neglected, 
it being taken for granted that all that is needed 
is an earnest manner and a stentorian voice, and 
people will congregate and listen! Our brother 
used godly and legitimate means in the cultivation 
of the gift entrusted to him, and in result grew in 
wisdom and power as the years passed, and he be
came recognised as a man of unction and intelli
gence. It has been said that the speaker should 
have four characteristics—to be ready and fluent 
he must speak; to be full and interesting he must 
read; to be correct he must write; to be powerful 



he must pray! This human side of the service is 
quite compatible with "Salvation is of the Lord," 
and it joins hands with " if by any means I may 
save some." I found him as a fellow labourer 
pleasant and agreeable, prayerful, studious and 
energetic as well; we dwelt together in love and 
harmony during the Eastern Counties campaign, 
including Needham Market, Stowmarket, Bury St, 
Edmunds, and elsewhere, We had the joy of hear
ing souls confess the peerless Name. The coming 
day will manifest the quantity and quality of the 
work—the safest and best time to count results. 

Our paths afterwards were divided, he remain
ing in the homeland and I going to the United 
States, Canada, and later to Australia and New 
Zealand, but towards the end of his pilgrimage 
we met again at conferences in Scotland and Eng
land, and renewed the privileges and pleasures of 
the past. Little did one think that the Ealing 
Conference of 1924 would be our final testimony 
on the same platform; but infinite wisdom de
signed it so. The morning of glory without a 
shadow is soon to break when all who have loved 
and served such a Master and Lord will ascribe to 
Him the praise so justly due for not only having 
saved and kept them but also granted them the 
unutterable joy of serving Him in the closing hours 
of this wonderful day of grace. " Whose faith 
follow considering the end of their conversaton. 
Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day and 
for ever ." Heb. 13. 7, 8. 

ALFRED MACE. 
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A BRIEF MEMOIR 
of the Faithful Servant of Christ, 

CHARLES HICKMAN. 
Born 1861. Died 1927. 

C HARLES HICKMAN saw the light of day in 
Bristol, a city honoured above many in that 
there have gone forth from its midst many 

men of God to testify in this and other lands to the 
saving and keeping power of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Although a moral-living young man, Charles 
Hickman early became the subject of the Spirit's 
dealing. He learned he was a sinner in need of a 
Saviour, and that Jesus Christ having met on his 
behalf every claim of Divine justice, all that he had 
to do was by faith to accept the gift of God, which 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom. 
6. 23). 

His early business life was spent in Devizes, and 
later he removed to London to follow his vocation in 
the great metropolis. Filled with the love of Christ, 
and having a passion for the perishing, he, in the 
year 1896 renounced his business calling, and went 
forth, like Abraham of old, looking to the Lord alone 
for his support to tell poor sinners of a Saviour's 
love. He laboured a good deal in the South and 
West of Ireland, which are perhaps amongst the 
most needy parts of the British Isles. 

At that time he was associated with what is com
monly known as the "Exclusive" fellowship. A 
diligent student of the Word of God however, and 
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having imbibed in large measure the spirit of his 
Master, there came a point in his christian experi
ence when he could not reconcile a "restricted 
fellowship" with the teaching and spirit of the Holy 
Scriptures. He found out from God's Word that 
the only fellowship recognised by the Lord was the 
one in which every child of God is a member. After 
much exercise of heart and conscience he, in the 
year 1909, severed himself from "Exclusive" 
brethren beloved, with many of whom he had had 
blessed fellowship, and in the fear of the Lord he 
stepped out on what he was afterwards pleased to 
call " t h e wider p a t h . " In a circular letter issued 
by him at that time he says: 

" J h e conclusion I have arrived at is that there 
has been a departure from the simplicity of the truth 
that marked 'Brethren' in the beginning. In seek
ing to shut out what was judged (although some
times erroneously) to be evil, they had recourse to 
the unscriptural plan of a 'fellowship' formed of a 
defined circle of meetings, and thus fell into what 
is practically sectarianism. What is needful is that 
we get back to first principles, and recognise that 
all true saints have been called to ' the fellowship of 
His Son Jesus Christ our Lord,' and are members 
of the 'One Body,' and are in the 'unity of the 
Spirit. ' We are merely called to recognise what 
ex is t s . " 

From this date he was unceasing in his 
ministry, mainly to christians, in all parts of Great 
Britain. He was of a studious turn of mind, and 
wherever he went he devoted several hours each 
morning to the systematic study of the Word of 
God. He delighted in a ministry which exalted 
Christ, while, on the other hand, he was uncom
promising with regard to separation from the world. 
He ever aimed at leaving a company of believers 
spiritually better than he found them. 
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Charles Hickman resided in London, and was in 
happy fellowship with believers in Ealing, where 
his help and ministry were always appreciated. In 
1922 he married Miss Agnes Helen Blake, of Ross, 
Herefordshire. 

In the month of November, 1927, he was preach
ing in Victoria Memorial Hall, Belfast, where he was 
a frequent helper. From there he went on to Mer-
rion Hall, Dublin, where he has regularly ministered 
since the year 1911. He had not been in the best 
of health recently and seemed to get much worse 
in Dublin. On Christmas Day he did not feel well 
enough to go to Merrion Hall for the early meeting, 
but was there in time for the noon service. This he 
conducted, though manifestly under difficulty. He 
returned in time for the evening meeting, but it was 
obvious that he was far from well. Very early on 
Friday morning1, 30th December, 1927, the Lord 
was pleased to take His servant to be for ever with 
Himself. The last words he was heard to speak 
were: "He that believeth on the Son hath,everlast
ing life. Amen and Amen!" 

He was buried in Dublin, where, in company with 
a great number of the Lord's honoured servants, 
he awaits the glad morning of resurrection 

The following pages contain notes of addresses 
which were given in various towns over many 
years, and it should be borne in mind that 
they are only verbatim notes and not full corrected 
Mss. This will account for apparent repetition of 
themes in certain places, as the beloved Author 
ever sought to emphasize the purpose of God and 
the glorious fact that believers are to be the "com
panions of God's Son" for all eternity. 

The preparation and revision of these notes for 
press has fallen to much less able hands and no one 
is more conscious of the anworthiness of the 
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labourer, for so honoured a servant of the Lord, 
than the writer, but the fact that many of the Lord's 
people who knew Charles Hickman personally desire 
a memorial volume, and the belief that his ministry 
can yet fulfil a useful purpose to those less favoured, 
have been the sole reasons for the present venture. 
May "he being dead yet speaketh" be true of this 
book. 

Commending the work to the Lord's people gen
erally, and soliciting your interest in the distribu
tion of the volume, 

I am, 

Yours because His, 
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CHAPTER 1. 

HAVE I REPENTED? 

THE above enquiry is the burden of many anxious 
souls. 

Worlds, if possessed, would be gladly given 
for satisfactory evidence of genuine repentance. 
The writer will never forget the time when the 
words, "Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish," haunted him day and night. To him re
pentance seemed the hard condition imposed upon 
the sinner before salvation would be bestowed. 

The law given by Moses, though it expressed 
God's holiness, was no revelation of His heart. I t 
confronted men with demands. "This do, and thou 
shalt live," was its most encouraging voice; and 
upon the slightest deviation from its precepts, 
curses were thundered forth upon the delinquent. 
Ah! let a man but measure himself by that perfect 
standard, and his heart-felt conviction will be, that 
"by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
justified" (Rom. iii. 20). 

Doubtless many of our readers have come to this 
conclusion. Attempting to keep the law, its purity 
has shown them their utter incompetency, while its 
curses have filled their hearts with terror and dis
may. Such naturally enquire, How shall we escape 
the wrath to come? "Repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ," is the gospel 
preached unto them. Strange to say, this reply, 
instead of filling them with joy at God's goodness, 
plunges them into the deepest distress. Repentance 
seems to them only another law—a law the con
ditions of which they are totally incapable of ful-
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filling. " T o believe in the Lord J e sus , " says one, 
" is very simple and blessed; but oh f this repentance 
toward God is what perplexes m e . " 

Dear reader, you entirely misunderstand three 
things—the love of God, God's way of salvation, 
and your own condition. 

God's LOVE you do not know, or you would see 
that hard conditions are altogether contrary to it. 

GOD'S WAY OF SALVATION you do not under
stand, for His salvation is suited to man's need. 

YOUR OWN CONDITION you have imperfect 
views of, or you would at once perceive that if God 
were to make any kind of demand, you would never 
obtain salvation; for you are absolutely without 
strength (Rom. v. 6). 

God's love is shown "in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for u s . " Suppose that a man 
had given his only son, whom he tenderly loved, to 
die a death of no ordinary suffering in order that 
your life might be. saved. Would you have any sus
picions of that man's love? Would you expect him 
to make hard terms when dealing with you ? Surely 
not! 

Hard terms would be entirely inconsistent with 
such a display of love. Yet this picture very poorly 
depicts the love of God. 

"He that spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also 
freely give us all th ings?" 

God's way of salvation we have in John iii. 14, 15: 
"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder
ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life." 

Your condition is most graphically described in 
Luke x. 30: "A certain man went down from 
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Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which 
stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and 
departed, leaving him half dead." 

Oh, what misery! what complete helplessness! 
If any demands had been advanced by the Samari
tan, would the unfortunate traveller have stood the 
slightest chance? Not the slightest. He was 
penniless, naked, and half dead. It would have 
been better for the Samaritan to have walked on, 
like the priest and the Levite, than for Him to have 
wearied the man by proposing terms which he was 
totally incapable of meeting. 

Dear friend, this narrative gives a true picture 
of your condition in the sight of God. You can do 
nothing to help yourself; but, like that robbed, 
wounded, and dying man, you need the Good 
Samaritan to take your case entirely upon Himself. 
Perhaps you are ready to reply, "All that you have 
said may be true, but you have not yet removed the 
difficulty. The scripture still remains, 'Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.' " 

I have not forgotten your difficulty, but have first 
spoken of God's love, God's way of salvation, and 
your condition before Him; thinking that, if you 
were clear on these points, you would more easily 
see what repentance really is. And before going 
farther I would press upon you the fact, that God 
has written His Word that you may know the way 
of salvation. 

It is not His desire that you should find the way 
perplexing. Far from it. Hear His own word, 
"Cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the stum
bling-block out of the way of My people." 

There are stumbling-blocks, it is true, but God 
is not the author of them. They are created by 
the reasonings of our own minds, by the teachings 
of men, and by the suggestions of Satan. But now 
we will consider your difficulty. 
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For a definition of repentance we will not apply 
to dictionaries, for they will give us only human 
thoughts; but we will turn to God's word, and see 
in what sense the word repentance is used there. 

Let me try to illustrate this. Before the light 
shines into the conscience of a man he is satisfied 
that although not altogether what he should be, 
yet he is not far wrong. God's word comes home 
in power to his soul. Oh, what a change of thought 
and action takes place! He endorses entirely the 
description of man given by God in Romans iii., not 
necessarily because he feels himself to be so vile, 
but because God's word thus describes him. What 
is the result ? He takes his place in the dust before 
God, and centres all his hope for salvation, not in 
his own works, but in the precious blood of Christ. 
This is repentance. 

Another man thinks himself able to appear before 
God on the ground of his own merits, and looks 
upon ordinary folk with contempt. He prides him
self upon his righteous dealings with his neighbour, 
and his sedulous attention to religious duties. But 
he reads in God's word, "By the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified." "The soul that 
sinneth it shall d ie . " Like a two-edged sword 
God's word pierces the man's heart, and slays his 
vain pretensions. What is the result? Instead of 
saying, like the Pharisee, "Lord, I thank Thee I 
am not as other men ," his innermost feelings find 
expression in the words of the despised publican, 
"God be merciful to me a sinner." This is repen
tance. 

Now, if you will turn to the fifteenth chapter of 
Luke's gospel, you will find the simplest explanation 
of repentance that it is possible for us to have. I 
am referring as perhaps you already judge, to the 
parable of the Prodigal son; and as we ponder it, 
I want you to remember that it was the Lord Jesus 
Himself who drew this picture. Here we get not 
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only the father 's heart and the father's provision, 
but we also have the son's repentance. 

Now please take particular notice, for I believe 
this will be helpful to you. The son left his father's 
house, and in the far country wasted his substance 
with riotous living. That clearly was not repen
tance, but the very opposite. When he had spent 
all, there arose a mighty famine in the land, and he 
began to be in want. But that was not repentance. 
He joined himself to a citizen, and would fain have 
satisfied his hunger with swine's food. But that 
was not repentance. 

Now, however, a change takes place. He comes 
to himself, and thinks of the father's house and its 
provisions. He contrasts his state of misery 
degradation, and hunger, with the happy condition 
of even hired servants in his father's house, and 
resolves to return to his father in full confession of 
his guilt. But he did not merely resolve to return 
to his father, confessing his sins, and acknowledg
ing his unworthiness, he arose and came to his 
father. This was repentance. 

And, dear reader, I tell you, upon the authority 
of God's word, that God is willing to receive you 
just as you are. He bids you to return to Him as a 
poor, lost guilty sinner. Take the place of the des
titute, go to God in the name of His Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you will find that He giveth liber
ally, and upbraideth not. Do not, I pray you, 
approach God as Naaman the leper went to the 
prophet of Israel. He took what he considered 
sufficient to purchase the blessings; but he found 
that God bestows His inestimable blessings without 
money and without price. 

" B u t , " says some one, " is it not stated in the 
Bible that 'godly sorrow worketh repentance to sal
vation not to be repented of ? It is this scripture 
that troubles me; for although I am truly sorry for 
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my position yet I cannot, much as I have tried, feel 
what I suppose to be a godly sorrow concerning my 
s ins . " 

Dear Friend, if you would properly understand 
God's word, you must carefully avoid the unhappy 
habit of interpreting passages of scripture apart 
from their context. 

I would ask you to observe that the scripture that 
troubles you was written to the Corinthians, whom 
you will see had been sanctioning evil, in 
that they had allowed a person living in gross sin 
to sit with them at the Lord's table. 

Paul, hearing of this grave state of affairs, wrote 
them a letter of rebuke. Such was the effect of that 
letter, that he wrote to them again as follows:— 
"Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but 
that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made 
sorry after a godly manner . . . For godly sorrow 
worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented 
of." 

The result of their godly sorrow was that they 
cleansed themselves from evil. But again I repeat, 
this was written to persons whose souls were 
already saved by faith in Christ, but who needed 
to repent of evil allowed in their midst, in order that 
they might be in a condition suited to their relation
ship with Cud. 

And now we trust that the difficulties that have 
been in your mind in connection with this passage 
of scripture are removed. God never intended that 
verse to perplex souls desiring salvation; although, 
no doubt, it has been an obstacle in your path by 
your not observing the connection in which it 
stands. 

Perhaps some one is mentally saying, "Ah! 
you have not mentioned my difficulty." My dear 
friend, I am truly desirous to take up the stumbling-
block out of your way. What is your trouble? 
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"Wel l , " you reply, " I know that what God has 
written of me is perfectly true; but I do not feel 
myself so vile. I never could say that I felt myself 
deserving the flames of hell. I do indeed trust in 
Christ's precious blood, and in that alone, for 
safety; but is it not essential to repentance that I 
feel myself exceedingly vile, and worthy of hell?" 

Your trouble is not an uncommon one; but the 
root from which it springs is the deeply-seated and 
widely-sprou.d error, that God demands something 
from the sinner before bestowing salvation. 

Listen a moment! A man is on trial for a crime 
that he has committed. He is convicted, and the 
judge sentences the criminal to a term of imprison
ment. Although well knowing himself guilty, the 
man may have but little perception of the heinous-
ness of the crime, and altogether fail to estimate 
aright the punishment that the crime deserves. 

Thus it is with us. We have been brought before 
the tribunal of God. 

OUR CHARACTER has been thus described: 
"There is none righteous, no, not one: there 
is none that understandeth, there is none that 
seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the 
way, they are together become unprofitable; there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat 
is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have 
used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 
whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: their 
feet are swift to shed blood: destruction and misery 
are in their ways: and the way of peace have they 
not known: there is no fear of God before their 
eyes" (Rom. iii. 10-18). 

THE VERDICT has been given. We have been 
brought in guilty before God. 

THE SENTENCE has been passed: "The wicked 
shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that 
forget God" (Psalm ix. 17). 
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"Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" 
Let God be true, but every man a l iar ." 

We will not trust our feelings, they are change
able. We will not take it upon ourselves to say 
what we deserve; we are not the judge, but the cul
prits. But we will simply set our seal that God 18 
true, whether it be as to our nature, our deeds, or 
the punishment we deserve. 

One more word. I said above, that there are 
some who consider that faith is simple, but repent
ance very difficult. 

I would tell such, that repentance and faith go 
together. Wherever there is true faith, there is a:so 
true repentance. Nor can any man place his con
fidence in Christ's precious blood without abandon
ing self-confidence and taking the low place before 
God; and this is repentance. The way of salvation 
is very simple; God meant it to be so. 

Oh dear reader, beware of the reasonings of thine 
own heart; beware of the suggestion of Satan! 
"Whosoever will," says God, "let him take the 
water of life freely" (Rev. xxii. 17). 

If thou hast but returned, through Christ, to God, 
as did the prodigal to his father, that best robe is 
placed upon thee. Receive God's word in simplicity, 
or thou wilt not feel the comfort of the robe, nor 
enjoy its beauty. The table is spread by the 
Father 's own hand, and the Father 's voice bids 
thee be seated. (Luke xv). 

Oh. why should a single anxious thought remain 
in thy breast? "Thy sins be forgiven thee" are 
the words that fell from the lips of the Saviour Him
self. Why not receive them, and be glad, as was 
the prodigal when the father fell upon his neck, and 
kissed him? 
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Throw thy doubts, poor trembling one, to the 
winds; for it is God Himself that speaks. Receive 
His word, and thou shalt indeed rejoice. Adorned 
in the best robe, the ring upon thy hand, and the 
shoes upon thy feet, thou shalt know what it is to 
sit at the Father 's table, and feed upon its choicest 
provision. There shall be given unto thee "beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness." 

Oh, blessed exchange! The language of thy 
heart shall be, "What shall I render unto the Lord 
for all His benefits toward m e ? " "Thou hast 
turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast 
put off my sackcloth, and girded me with glad
n e s s . " Amen; and yet again, Amen! 

m m m 
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CHAPTER II. 

AM I DECEIVING MYSELF? 

IT is a sad thing to be a victim of deception, even 
upon important earthly things, but to be de
ceived in that which relates to eternity is indeed 

unfathomable woe. Yet there can be no doubt 
that many have been deceived as to their condition 
before God, and consequently have been plunged 
into irretrievable ruin. They have thought that 
prayers, tears, and charitable deeds would satisfy 
God; or that God, knowing what frail creatures 
they were, would treat their shortcomings with great 
leniency. 

Now, the secret of persons being deceived is this: 
instead of turning to God's word to learn His 
thoughts, they listen to their own, or rest upon the 
opinions that are current among men. 

If there be any, now reading this volume, 
v. hose hopes for eternity are founded upon anything 
less than the atoning work of Christ, and the eternal 
word of the living God, we have no hesitation in 
saying that such hopes are vain and delusive. We 
trust the reader will not think we speak harshly. 
Would it not be unkindness, yea rather, would i t not 
be the most wanton cruelty to allow a blind man to 
walk towards a precipice without speaking to him 
of the danger? But to allow a fellow-traveller to 
eternity, buoyed up with false hope, to continue a 
course that will plunge him into the eternal abyss, 
and not utter a word of warning, would be infinitely 
more cruel. 

Is there a reader who thinks to stand before God 
on the ground of his own righteousness ? Abandon 
this false hope, we beseech thee; for "by the deeds 
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of the law, there shall no flesh be justified" (Rom. 
iii. 20). 

Do you say, "What, then, must I do to be 
saved?" Hear God's own answer, "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 
xvi. 31). "Neither is there salvation in any other; 
for there is none other Name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 
12). 

But too frequently we meet with those who 
truly desire to know God's thoughts, and whose 
trust is in the precious blood of Christ alone; yet, 
instead of enjoying a stedfast peace, they are often 
tormented with the fear that perhaps they are 
deceiving themselves. 

It may be my reader is thus troubled, and, if so, 
we would have a word with you. Suppose, for a 
moment, that you owe fifty pounds, and have not a 
penny with which to meet the debt. A friend, well 
known for his generosity, hearing of your embar
rassment, pays the whole amount. He comes to 
you, and handing you the receipt, says, "My friend, 
I know your need, and have therefore paid every 
farthing you owe." With these kind words sound
ing in your ears, and the plainly-written receipt 
held in your hand, would not every fear at once be 
removed? If anyone were to ask how it was that 
you had suddenly become so peaceful, you would 
say that your debt had been paid, and, if necessary, 
to convince your questioner, you would produce the 
receipt. 

Now, we are all debtors to God, and have abso
lutely nothing to bring to Him in payment. But the 
Lord Jesus, knowing our sad condition, in wondrous 
compassion went to Calvary's cross, and there paid 
the full amount demanded by divine justice. His 
desire was that every believer should know his debt 
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was fully paid, and, therefore, before yielding up 
His spirit to God, He uttered those words that have 
banished fear from many an anxious heart, "It is 
finished!" That God was satisfied we see in the 
fact that He raised Christ from the dead, and seated 
Him at His own right hand. 

Perhaps you say you are well acquainted with all 
this, and yet you do not enjoy settled peace. I can 
tell you the reason of that—you have forgotten the 
written receipt that God has given you. If you, as 
a lost sinner, have fled to Christ; if you are trusting 
in His precious blood alone, you will find by turning 
to God's Word, that he has written out a receipt 
for your debt. It reads thus: " Be it known unto 
you therefore . . . that through this Manl is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all 
that believe are justified from all things" (Acts 
xiii. 38-49)-

Now, dear reader, how can you entertain a doubt ? 
Christ says the work of redemption is finished, and 
God Himself has written out and given you a receipt 
of your debt—"All that believe are justified from 
all things." Do you not see that if you believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ God says you are saved? 
Therefore the question is, not whether you are de
ceiving yourself, but whether God would deceive 
you. "God forbid that I should have so wicked a 
thought," may be your reply. "I know that God 
would never deceive me; but although I read in His 
word, 'He that believeth on the Son hath everlast
ing life,' yet, when I find such evil thoughts within, 
and, not only so, but find that, much against my 
will, I am continually giving way to temper, or 
otherwise acting as a christian should not, I am 
afraid to say I am saved, for fear that I should be 
deceiving myself. Should not the christian be like 
Christ?" 
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Yes, dear reader, Christ is the divine pattern for 
every believer; but there is an important lesson you 
have yet to learn. I t is this: " In me (that is, in 
my flesh), dwelleth no good thing." This is true of 
all, whether saved or unsaved. Directly a man be
lieves in the Lord Jesus he is born again—a divine 
life is implanted. But what about the old nature? 
That remains in him unchanged; it is a bad tree, 
and can produce nothing but bad fruit. 

Many think that upon conversion the old nature 
is improved, but this is a mistake. God has con
demned sin in the flesh, and we are told to reckon 
ourselves "dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God." The old nature can never be improved; but 
if there be on our part a conscious weakness, lead
ing us to turn to Christ for strength, He will enable 
us to walk according to the new nature we have re
ceived. "My s t rength," Christ tells me, " is made 
perfect in weakness ." 

The christian, then, while on earth, has two 
natures—the new, according to God, and the old, 
entirely contrary to God. He is responsible to keep 
the old nature under. It is an enemy that will not 
be dislodged until death or the coming of the Lord. 
The Apostle Paul says, " I t is no more I . . . but 
sin that dwelleth in m e " (Rom. vii. 20). Sin is not, 
however, for a moment, to be tolerated; for "how 
shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer 
therein?" 

But notwithstanding that we find within us the 
working of sin, and have frequently to mourn over 
failure in walk, let us not doubt our safety in Christ. 
His word, " I t is finished!" still remains true; and 
we have, for the comfort and assurance of our 
hearts, God's plainly-written receipt of our debt— 
"All that believe are justified from all th ings ." 



26 MINISTRY AND MEMOIR 

" A h ! " says one, "what makes me think that I 
am deceiving myself is this: I often fear that I do 
not love Christ, and I read, 'If any man love not the 
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maran-
a t h a ! " 

AH believers are saved, dear reader, not because 
they love Christ but because He loved them, and gave 
Himself for them. Still it is true that wherever 
there is divine life there is love to Christ and to His 
people. Often, however, the believer's love is, as it 
were, dormant; for various reasons it is not in 
activity. 

Let me explain myself. A husband starts from 
home in the morning to manage his business in the 
distance. He leaves behind him a devoted wife. But 
during the day the numerous cares connected with 
household matters so fill her mind that she scarcely 
thinks of the absent husband. When evening brings 
him back, his loving words and kind attention nat
urally cause her to be occupied with him, and her 
heart is filled with a reciprocative love. 

Dear reader, apply this illustration to your own 
case. Instead of being occupied with Christ, you 
are harassed by thoughts of self. If you were to 
receive God's Word in childlike simplicity, every 
fear would be removed. Thus you would be free 
to think upon the love of Christ; and as something 
of its magnificence entered into your soul, you would 
experience no difficulty in saying, "We love Him, 
because He first loved u s . " 

Many are in trouble because they do not feel 
themselves saved. We would ask such to carefully 
read the following scripture: "These things have I 
written unto you that believe on the name of the Son 
of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal 
life" (i John v. 13). This is written to believers, not 
that they may feel that they have eternal life, but 
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that they may know it. Directly believers in Christ 
rest upon God's Word they know they have eternal 
fife, simply because God has said so. Knowing 
themselves saved, they of course feel happy. 

Oh, dear reader, let not Satan keep you occupied 
with your feelings, but honour God by believing what 
He says. If Satan tells you that you are deceiving 
yourself, tell him that God is not deceiving you, and 
He says that you are saved. Thus resisted, the 
great adversary will flee away, and you will quietly 
pillow your soul upon the word that shall endure 
when ' ' the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent h e a t . " 

m m' QJ 
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CHAPTER III. 

AM I ONE OF THE ELECT? 

WHEN the Lord Jesus was born into the world, 
the event was announced by the angel of 
the Lord, who thus spoke: "Fear not: for 

behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord." 

The news brought by the celestial messenger 
that a Saviour was come was indeed well calculated 
to diffuse joy in this scene of woe; yet, blessed as 
it was, we have in these days tidings proclaimed 
that go beyond it in importance and gladness. Con
sequent upon the atoning death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, God announces to the whole world that the 
work of redemption is accomplished, and that sal
vation is free to all. The message thus runs: "For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only be
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent 
not His Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through Him might be saved" 
(John iii. 16, 17). "Whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely" (Rev. xxii. 17). 

We should naturally expect that this second mes
sage would everywhere be hailed with eagerness 
and delight, that it would be passed from shore to 
shore, lighting each careworn countenance and 
cheering each desolate heart. 

But is it so? Alas! no. Men and women hear 
the glad tidings, but from the effect produced, an 
onlooker might well suppose the gospel message to 
be extremely gloomy. It is, of course, perfectly 
natural that the faithful exposure of man's de
pravity and ruin should produce the deepest dis-
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tress; but when this is followed by the preaching of 
God's gracious message, which He Himself terms 
"good tidings of great joy , " one would look for a 
result similar to that produced in Samaria by the 
preaching of Philip—"There was great joy in that 
c i ty" (Acts viii.8). 

And how is it that persons do not receive the 
gospel in its simplicity, and possess joy and peace ? 
How is it that so often there is in the soul merely 
a very feeble spark of hope, the light of which is 
almost extinguished by the floods of doubt, per-
p^xi ty , and bewilderment that deluge the whole 
being? I will tell you. Satan, who is the prince 
of this world, seeks to keep all his subjects under 
the power of darkness. We read, "The god of this 
world (Satan) hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ . . . should shine unto them" (2 Cor. iv. 4). 
But, despite Satan's efforts, the light of the gospel 
reaches his domain, and blinded eyes receive sight. 
Now, when Satan cannot prevent the light from 
illuminating men and women, he endeavours to dim 
the light, so that the opened eyes shall see nothing 
clearly, thus the spiritual vision of many quick
ened souls is darkened. Like the man we read of 
in Mark viii., their apprehension of the scene upon 
which their eyes have opened is indistinct, and it 
may be said they see as it were, "men as trees, 
walking." Those in this condition need the full, 
clear blaze of the gospel light; for it is this which, 
by the blessing of God, removes obscurity, dispels 
gloom, enlightens the understanding, and rejoices 
the heart. 

When talking with anxious souls about God's 
good tidings, one discovers that various difficulties 
exist in their minds, which prevent them from re
ceiving the wo;d with gladness. One person cannot 
understand what God means by believing; a second 
doubts whether he has repented; and a third fears 
that he is not one of the elect. 
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Now, as the first two difficulties have been dealt 
with in former papers we shall here consider only 
the latter. 

" O h , " says an anxious soul, " I shall be glad to 
know what you have to say on election; for it is on 
this point I have been so long perplexed. If I knew 
that I was one of the elect, nothing would trouble 
m e ! " 

" I ' d bid farewell to all my fears, 
And wipe my weeping eyes . " 

Well, my friend, why do you so earnestly wish 
to know that you are one of the elect? 

" O h , " you reply, "if I were certain on this point, 
T should know myself sa fe !" 

But do you not see that without mentioning elec
tion, God tells you in His word how you may know 
that you possess the salvation of your soul? He 
says, "He that believeth on the Son hath everlast
ing life." Now, please take notice that God does 
not say, "He that believeth himself to be one of the 
elect hath everlasting life," nor does He speak of 
election to the seeking soul. If, therefore, you 
endeavour to obtain the knowledge of salvation by 
trying to ascertain that you are one of the elect, 
you are choosing a method of your own, and I can 
well understand that you find yourself in a state of 
miserable uncertainty and perplexity and confusion. 

All who, turning from God's way, choose this 
method) to obtain peace, watchfully note the various 
emotions of their hearts, and carefully examine 
their thoughts and feelings. Their emotions vary 
perpetually; their feelings change like the ever mov
ing waves of the ocean; and at the moment when 
above all others such persons need solid peace, they 
find that, instead of standing upon a rock, they are 
in the miry clay. 
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Oh, who could find peace by looking into one's 
own heart, and analyzing its varied experiences? 
God's judgment of the human heart is that it is de
ceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; and 
it is our wisdom to accpet God's estimate and ceas
ing from ourselves altogether, allow His Word to 
settle everything for us. 

Perhaps you reply, "But how can I know that 
there is a real work being carried on in my heart 
unless I look within?" 

Dear friend, God speaks to you and to every per
son desiring the knowledge of salvation, not of a 
work within, from which an inference may be drawn 
of your election, but of a work without, even the 
work of His own Son upon the cross. On the 
ground of this finished work salvation is preached 
" t o every creature which is under heaven." 
Directly you, in your heart, believe God's good 
tidings, you are saved and may, of course, rightly 
conclude that you are of the elect. 

Do you, my reader, believe in Christ? Why not 
believe then what God so plainly states, viz., "He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life'' ? 
fTohn iii. 36). 

Methinks I hear someone say, " I am waiting for 
God's t ime . " Then let me tell you that you need 
wait no longer; for "now is the accepted time; be
hold, now is the day of salvation." "To-day if ye 
will hear His voice, harden not your hea r t s . " 
" B u t , " you reply, "did not Jesus Himself say, 
"No man can come to Me, except the Father which 
hath sent Me draw h im!" ? Now I am waiting, and 
earnestly praying for God to draw me to His Son; 
yet often I am almost in despair, for I more 
frequently experience the working of sin than the 
drawing of the Fa ther . " 

Ah! dear friend, Satan has been busily employed 
in presenting to you a distorted view of the Saviour's 
word, and thus has raised difficulties where there 
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exists nothing but encouragement. If you read the 
sixth chapter of John's gospel, you will see that 
Jesus was thus speaking, not to anxious souls, but 
to cavillers and murmurers. Do you think the Lord 
Jesus would place an obstacle in the pathway of an 
anxious enquirer? 

Never would He do such a thing. He came to 
remove every obstacle, and for this purpose even 
gave up His life. Hard-hearted man, however, 
does not scruple to raise barriers to prevent anxious 
souls from having access to the source of all bles
sing, even as the disciples sought to hinder the 
Jewish women from bringing their children to Jesus. 
But He knew what those mothers desired, and His 
loving heart would not allow them to go away dis
appointed. He said, "Suffer little children to come 
unto Me, and forbid them no t . " And before Jesus 
said to those that murmured against Him, "no man 
can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent 
Me draw him."—I say, before He had thus spoken, 
He plainly and unmistakably announced to all (but 
for the especial comfort and assurance of those who 
desired salvation) the blessed fact, "Him that 
oometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." 

Besides this, the words that perplex you ought 
rather to encourage; for, if you desire to come to 
Christ, this desire is given, not by Satan, but by 
God the Father. It is He that is drawing you to 
His Son. Greater encouragement you could not 
have. Christ invites, the Father draws, and the 
Son promises to receive. Oh, resist not, I pray 
you, God's gracious influence by listening to Satan, 
who says you must wait until a more convenient 
season. 

When blind Bartimaeus, desiring eyesight, cried, 
"Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on m e , " 
the Lord commanded him to be called. How his 
whole being must have thrilled with joy when the 
bystanders said to him, "Be of good comfort, rise; 
He calleth thee . " Did Bartimaeus wait for more 
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than the invitation? Of course he did not. He 
raised no questions, the emergency of the case 
allowed no delay; but, hastily casting away his gar
ment, he arose and came to Jesus. He had but to 
state his desire, and the Lord replied, "Go thy way; 
thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately 
he received his sight" (Mark x. 47-52). 

Dear anxious reader, I would say to you, as did 
the bystanders to Bartimaeus, "Be of good comfort, 
rise; He calleth thee." Like that blind man, throw 
away all that would hinder, and at once come to 
Christ. Will He, after having invited you, refuse 
your application? Who would entertain such a 
thought! "Him that cometh to Me ," says He, 
" I will in no wise cast ou t . " 

One of my readers is, perhaps saying to himself, 
" I fear that my difficulty will never be removed. I 
often read books treating1 of the way of salvation, 
but the question that is on my mind is rarely touched 
upon, and never fully answered." 

Well, my friend, be good enough to state what it 
is that so perplexes you. 

" A h , " you reply, "my difficulty is this: I know 
that Christ bore the sins of all believers, but what 
about others? I understand that Scripture does not 
teach that Christ bore the sins of the whole world; 
and, if this be the case, how can I know and believe 
that Christ bore my sins? and without this faith 
howl can I be saved?" 

My dear friend, I can quite understand your 
position; and having myself been much perplexed 
by the same difficulty, I trust that I shall be able 
to help you. 

What you need is greater simplicity. God, who 
indited the Scriptures, knowing us perfectly, was 
well acquainted with the many questions that would 
arise in our hearts, and in great grace He has pre
sented His salvation to us in a variety of ways. 
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Types, figures, and parables have been used to set 
it forth; and, besides this, the gospel messages 
themselves have been couched in different forms, 
so that if, through our darkness, a difficulty should 
appear in one passage, another may meet our case 
and remove all obscurity. 

We read: " The entrance of Thy w>ord giveth 
light; it giveth understanding unto the simple." 
And if you in simplicity, ponder the following pas
sage of Scripture, remembering it is God that 
speaks, I believe light will dawn upon you: 

"God sent not His Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through Him might be 
saved" (John iii. 17). 

"Christ Jesus . . . gave Himself a ransom for 
al l" (I Tim. ii. 6), 

On the ground of this work God is able to save 
all who believe in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ; 
and He therefore sends forth the following mes
sages to every poor sinner who thirsts for salvation. 

"If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved" (Rom. x. 13). 

"Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved" (Rom. x. 13). "These are written 
that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing ye might have life 
through His n a m e " (John xx. 31). 

Now, anxious soul, be as simple as the Scriptures, 
and I cannot but think your perplexities will vanish 
away. ' IT*!^ 

Have you as a lost sinner turned to the Lord Jesus 
for the salvation He delights to bestow? "Who
soever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved" (Rom. x. 9). 
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Do you in your heart believe that Christ died on 
the Cross—the sacrifice for sin; and that God, 
whose inflexible justice was fully satisfied, has 
raised Him from the dead, and has exalted Him to 
be a Prince and a Saviour? "If thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved." Directly you believe God's 
word you will know that Christ was your substitute, 
and that He bore your sins in His own body on the 
tree. You will be able to exclaim, with thankful
ness and joy, " I have redemption through His 
blood, even the forgiveness of s ins ." 

I would here utter a word of warning. There 
are so many who believe the Bible is God's word, 
and, therefore, true; yet never have its teachings 
led them to the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. Let 
not such persons suppose themselves safe. As they 
have neglected God's great salvation, it will be far 
more tolerable in the day of judgment for the 
heathen than for them. 

"But what if I am predestinated to be los t?" 
says a reader. 

Ah! how busy is Satan in trying to disparage the 
character of God. He commenced to do so in the 
garden of Eden, and has followed the same course 
to this day. He says, "God has predestinated some 
to be los t ." This is one of Satan's most blas
phemous lies. 

Do you remember the parable in the fourteenth 
chapter of Luke's Gospel? "A certain man made a 
great supper, and bade many: and sent his servant 
at supper time to say to them that they were bid
den, "Come; for all things are now ready ." 

How was the invitation treated? "They all with 
one consent began to make excuse." 

Did not the man desire people to come to the sup
per he had provided? Of course he did, or he 
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would not have sent them an invitation. And let 
me say that God desires all men to be saved, or He 
would not say to His servants, "Go ye into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every creature ." 

Man, however, prefers his own feasts to the great 
supper God has prepared, and accordingly makes 
various excuses. 

We read in the parable that the master of the 
house was angry when the servants returned with 
the excuses of the bidden ones, and he said, "None 
of these men which were bidden shall tas te of my 
supper. ' ' 

And what about those who, having heard the glad 
tidings of great joy, refuse to come to Christ? 

To them God says, "Because I have called and 
ye refused; I have stretched out My hand, and no 
man regarded; but ye have set at nought all My 
counsel, and would have none of My reproof: I also 
will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your 
fear cometh; when your fear cometh as desolation, 
and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when 
distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then shall 
they call upon Me, but I will not answer; they shall 
seek me early, but they shall not find Me" 
(Proverbs i. 24-28). 

But the great supper God has prepared is not to 
be without guests. Christ has not died in vain. No, 
God will have His house filled; there will not be one 
vacant seat. In His marvellous' kindness, God makes 
persons sensible of their poverty and need; and 
thus, having created a desire for the feast, He draws 
them by cords of love; yea, He compels poor sin
ners, who otherwise would stop away, to come into 
His house and sit down at His table. 

The banqueting-house is fast filling. God's ser
vants are everywhere publishing the good tidings, 
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and thousands believe the message, and gladly 
accept the invitation. When the last seat is filled, 
the Master of the house will rise up and shut to the 
door. Never will the rejectors of the gospel re
ceive another invitation; and, as they become con
scious of the fact that the harvest is passed, the 
summer is ended, and they are not saved; there 
will fall upon them the sense of unutterable, dark, 
blank despair. 

But, thank God, the door of mercy is yet wide 
open, and the glad tidings still run throughout the 
world; " WHOSOEVER WILL, LET HIM TAKE 
THE WATER OF LIFE FREELY." 

m ro m 
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CHAPTER IV. 

"LOOSE HIM, AND LET HIM GO." 

it TT E (Jesus) cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, 
r~j come forth. And he that was dead came 

A A forth, bound hand and foot with grave 
clothes; and his face was bound about with a nap
kin. Jesus said unto them, LOOSE HIM, AND 
LET HIM GO." (John xi. 43, 44). 

At the command of the Son of God death was 
obliged to open its gates and relinquish its prey. 
But did Lazarus awake at once to the enjoyment of 
the life which he received? By no means. 

He was bound hand and foot; and it is easy to 
see that, although possessing- LIFE, it was neces
sary for his happiness that he should also be set at 
LIBERTY. 

Lazarus, thus alive from the dead, but bound 
hand and foot with grave-clothes, gives us a true 
picture of the melancholy state of hundreds of 
quickened souls. The voice of the Son of God has 
reached them. At His command they have come 
forth from the sleep of death; but the truth has not 
yet set them free. 

The grave-clothes are upon them; they are bound 
hand and foot. 

As to the friends around the grave of Lazarus, 
so now to His servants the Lord's command goes 
forth, "LOOSE HIM, AND LET HIM GO." 

In pursuance of this command, we would affec
tionately ask any reader who, as a lost sinner, has 
turned to the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, and 
yet is tormented with doubts and fears as to his 
acceptance, What is it that binds you hand and foot ? 
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Perhaps you reply—for it is the trouble of many 
souls—"I am not certain that I possess everlasting 
life. I know that I am lost by nature, and guilty 
before God; and that if ever I reach heaven it will 
be through Christ's precious blood alone. Christ is 
my hope, and my only hope, yet I have not 
assurance ." 

Ah, then, it is UNCERTAINTY that binds you 
hand and foot. The voice of the Son of God says, 
"Loose him, and let him g o . " May you indeed 
have this gravecloth removed, and that too before 
you have finished reading this chapter. God has 
said in His word, "He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life," and His word shall stand for 
ever true. Why then are you not sure that you 
possess this life? 

"What troubles me is t h i s , " may be your answer, 
"Although the blood of Christ is my only hope, I am 
not sure that I believe in Christ according to what 
God means by believing." 

My friend, your faith doubtless falls very short 
of what it should be. It is perhaps only like a grain 
of mustard-seed; but the weakest faith in Christ sure
ly saves as the strongest faith. Now let us see what 
God means—for this is of vital importance—by be
lieving in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In John vi. 35, Christ speaks of persons COMING 
to Him, and of BELIEVING on Him; and uses the 
two words as interchangeable terms. 

He says, "He that cometh to Me shall never 
hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never 
thirs t ." COMING to Christ and BELIEVING on 
Christ are the same thing. The faith that does not 
lead to Christ is a dead faith, and avails nothing. 
But the man who has really learnt his lost condition 
will consider it no small matter that God has given 
Christ, that he through Him might be saved. 
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Such an one will be no more indifferent than was 
blind Bartimaeus, when he knew that the Son of 
David was passing by. (Luke xviii. 35-43). 

Now God gives us in His word many instances of 
persons coming to Christ. Perhaps the coming of 
the poor leper to the Lord Jesus Christ will just 
picture your case. Suffering from a disease for 
which human skill could discover no remedy, and 
certain of falling into the arms of death unless 
Christ would entertain his case, he came to the 
Lord Jesus. 

But he came with words that plainly showed his 
doubts and fears. He said, "Lord, if thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean." 

Did the Lord reply, "Leper, have not I shown 
grace upon grace in instances beyond number, and 
vet dost thou doubt My kindness? Depart from 
M e . " Oh, no! Christ's heart was moved with com
passion. He saw the leper's doubts; He knew his 
fears; and replied in those gracious words, " I will; 
be thou clean." Reader, hast thou, as a poor sin
ner, suffering indeed from a disease infinitely worse 
than leprosy, turned to the Lord Jesus for cleansing 
in His precious blood? He does not despise thee, 
nor reject thy petition, but replies in His word, " I 
WILL; BE THOU CLEAN." "Him that cometh to 
M e , " says Christ, " I will in no wise cast ou t . " 

But I would like to turn you to another example 
of a sinner coming to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
a case with which you are well acquainted. 

The Lord Jesus was hanging upon the cross, the 
Sacrifice for sin. It was man's hour, and the power 
of darkness. 

Many were reviling the blessed Lord, and among 
them a poor thief for whom the grave had already 
opened its mouth. But suddenly the man's coun
tenance changes. 

God's Spirit awakens the thief to the fact that 
there on the cross is the Christ of God. Oh, what 
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an awakening! There was ONE whom his eyes 
could gaze upon, who had the power to give him 
a place in His kingdom. The lips that before had 
moved to cast reviling words at the blessed Lord, 
now move to vindicate Him; and then He turns to 
the Lord, and says, "Lord, remember me when 
Thou comest into Thy kingdom." 

Was there anything meritorious in this prayer? 
Nothing. NOTHING. 

What was the Lord's reply? "Verily I say unto 
thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise ." 
The Lord Jesus never turned anyone away. He had 
said: "Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast 
ou t" ; and in the hour of death He fulfilled that 
promise to the guilty thief. That day the thief's 
soul departed from this world; and when he reached 
the gates of Paradise, he was admitted 'through the 
BLOOD OF THE LAMB; and from then till now has 
been in the company of the redeemed there. 

Dear reader, Jesus is no longer upon the cross. 
The One "who gave Himself a ransom for a l l" (1 
Tim. ii. 6) "ha th God EXALTED to His right 
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour." 

Have you turned to the Lord Jesus just as simply 
as did the dying thief? Before he turned to the 
Lord Jesus he had no assurance. 

But the dying Saviour saw faith in the thief's 
heart, going out towards Himself, and shewn in the 
cry, "Lord, remember m e . " "Whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Rom. 
x. 13). The thief's faith was seen in his cry; for 
it is written in the word of God, "How then shall 
they call on Him in whom they have not believed?" 

Do you say, "If I believed in the Lord Jesus 
should I not have assurance?" 

Well, dear reader, the dying thief had assurance 
simply by believing what Jesus said to him; and you 
will have assurance too if you believe God's word 
to you; for "this is the record, that God hath given 
to us eternal life." "He that believeth not God hath 
made Him a l iar" (1 John v. 9-13). 
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Many anxious souls are doing this, although un
intentionally. 

It may help my reader if I s tate that there are 
two steps of faith needed—the first for safety, and 
the second for peace. The first step the sinner must 
take is that of coming to the Lord Jesus, or believ
ing in Him. This is imperative for SAFETY. 
The second step is that of believing what God says 
to those who come to Christ. This is necessary for 
PEACE. 

Suppose that an Israelite had unwittingly slain 
his neighbour. 

Deeply moved at the deed, and alarmed lest the 
avenger of blood should suddenly fall upon him, 
he flies with all speed to the city of refuge which 
God had provided. 

Breathless, and almost dead with Fright, he 
reaches the city. The elders of the city hear his 
case, receive him, and tell him that he is now safe. 
To the astonishment of all, the man remains in the 
utmost terror. 

"Oh, how can I be sure I am safe?" says he, 
"How can I be certain that the avenger of blood 
will not slay m e ? " The elders then read to him 
from God's law, that no man who, having unwit
tingly slain his neighbour, has fled to the city of 
refuge, shall be handed over to the avenger of 
blood, but shall dwell there in safety. The man is 
somewhat relieved by this, and hopes he is safe; 
but at times sinks into the deepest despondency. 

The man is safe because he has fled to the city 
of refuge; but he is unhappy because he does not 
rest upon God's word. 

Ah! dear anxious soul, this is just a picture of 
your case. CHRIST JESUS IS THE ONLY CITY 
OF REFUGE that God has provided for guilty sin
ners. \ o u as a sinner, with the avenger upon your 
track, have fled to the Lord Jesus. You are safe, 
because Christ has said, "Him that Cometh to Me I 
will in no wise cast out," because "This Man re
ceiveth sinners." 
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But you are unhappy; you have no assurance. 
Why is this? Because you do not rest upon God's 
word to you concerning all that fly to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
You will never have assurance until you know you 
are saved; and you can know you are saved only 
upon the authority of God's word. Do not look to 
the feeling of assurance for peace, but look simply 
to the word of God. 

For those who have fled to Christ to be always 
in doubt about their souls' salvation is very dishon
ouring to Him, and to His work; yet we frequently 
meet with persons who consider a state of uncer
tainty consistent with the christian's position. 

I would ask such what they would think of 
Christ's bringing Lazarus to life, and then leaving 
him evermore bound hand and foot with grave-
clothes ? 

Would such an action be in keeping with the 
Saviour's heart? Yet the man that has not the 
assurance of his salvation is thus bound. 

Have you ever thought, dear reader, that by 
simply believing God's word you would give pleasure 
to God Himself? Thousands of anxious souls have 
had every doubt removed by simply BELIEVING 
GOD'S STATEMENTS TO BE FAITHFUL AND 
TRUE. 

Why should it not be so with you? 
Dear, anxious, quickened soul, I beseech you, 

live no longer with the grave-clothes of unbelief 
binding you. Receive the truth of God, and the 
truth shall make you free. 

Thus disenthralled, you shall walk in the liberty 
wherewith Christ makes free. The hands unman-
acled shall be lifted up to God, and the feet unfet
tered shall tread the highway of holiness; while from 
the mouth shall proceed, instead of sighs and 
groans, the voice of praise and thanksgiving to God 
and to the Lamb. 
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CHAPTER V. 

" THE PROPHECIES OF BALAAM." 
(Numbers 23. 1-10; 14-24; 24, 1-9; 15-19). 

BALAAM, the wicked prophet, was the untiring 
enemy of God's people. If he could not curse 
them from one mountain top, he takes the 

trouble to climb another; but every attempt of 
Balaam to curse the people of God only brought into 
greater prominence the marvellous blessings that 
were theirs. 

The first attempt brought forth that God's people 
were a sanctified people. The second attempt 
brought forth that God's people were a justified 
people. The third attempt brought forth the fact 
that God's people were marked by beauty and 
power; and the fourth attempt brought forth the 
fact that Israel 's ultimate blessing awaits the 
coming of the Lord Jesus. 

Now Balak said, "What hath the Lord spoken?" 
Balaam said "Hath God said, and shall He not do 
it? Hath He spoken and shall He not make it 
good?" It is a grand thing to see that God has 
spoken, and whatever He has spoken He is going 
to perform: for "God is not a man that He should 
he, neither the son of man that He should repent. •' 
I stop to meditate on these verses as they convey 
so much. What a solemn reflection is here on the 
unsaved. What has the Lord spoken about such? Let 
us remember that the greater number of grown-up 
people are hastening to destruction. Only a few 
find the pathway of life. What does the Lord say 
about the future of the impenitent? "If you die in 
your sins, where I am you cannot come." He says, 
'These shall go away into everlasting punish-
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men t . " "Hath God said and shall he not do it; 
hath He spoken and shall He not make it good?" 
Today the doctrine of eternal punishment is called 
in question, but what God has said will remain. 
Every word the Son of God said about the future of 
the impenitent will be fulfilled. It is a very solemn 
reflection. 

You say, " I am afraid the Lord Jesus 
Christ may not receive m e . " Bu't what has 
the Lord spoken? Has He not said, "Him 
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast 
ou t " ? Has He not said, "He that believeth on Me 
hath everlasting life" ? Hath He said and shall He 
not do it; hath He spoken and shall He not make it 
good? Here is also a cheering thought for anyone 
who is afraid that though he is a christian he may 
perish. There are some people teaching that a per
son may be really converted and eventually perish. 
What has the Lord spoken? He says, "My sheep 
shall never perish, and none shall pluck them out 
of My hand. I give unto them eternal life and they 
shall never perish." Hath the Lord spoken and 
Shall He not do it? The Lord is going to keep His 
word. We can rest upon the One who speaks and 
it is done, who commands and it stands fast. 

Now I have noticed that there is a great question 
raised today as to whether God really answers 
prayer. What they are telling us is th is—"Is not 
God perfectly wise? Does He not know the end from 
the beginning ? Do you suppose that your cries will 
alter God's p lans?" My answer to that is, that 
we never suppose that God will alter His plans be
cause of His people's prayers; but one part of His 
plan is that His people should pray. I have found 
for myself special comfort in these words. When I 
think of the fearful condition of Christendom I 
sometimes get under the pressure of it. What with 
Christadelphianism, Russellism, Roman Catholi
cism, Spiritism, it sometimes seems to me as if 
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the devil were mustering all his forces. I think of 
the future if the Lord should tarry. Yes; but what 
has the Lord spoken? Has He not said, " I am with 
you to the end of the a g e ? " Has not He said that 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against His 
Church? Has He said and shall He not do it? 

Now the first attempt to curse the people 
brought forth the fact that they were a 
sanctified people. Balaam says, 'Lo, the people 
shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned amongst 
the nat ions ." We need to remember that this was 
the result of the sovereign grace of God. Before 
Israel was a nation, God marked them out as a 
chosen people. "They shall not be reckoned 
amongst the nat ions ." They were to be God's 
special treasure. Some people have a great objec
tion to hearing about the sovereignty of God, but 
let me say to every christian, your eternal 
blessing rests on the sovereign grace of God. None 
of us would have come to Christ apart from God's 
sovereign grace. Some people think they 
are better than |others„: as. they were more 
ready to listen and to believe. None of us 
would have come to the Lord Jesus unless the Father 
had drawn us. The sovereign grace of God is the 
one grand foundation of our hope. Why did God 
choose His elect? Because in His sovereign grace 
He saw fit to do so. I am perfectly amazed that 
God chose me; 1 am not so surprised that He chose 
you, because I don't know you as I know myself. 
Now sanctification is looked at in different ways. 
There is positional sanctification. I do not know a 
better term to use. That is to say, a man can be 
sanctified and not saved. You take the children of 
Israel. God gave them the law at Mount Sinai. 
One half of the blood was sprinkled on the Israel
ites. They were sanctified to the obedience of the 
law. Did that bring blessing to them ? It brought 
a curse. A pot or a pan could be sanctified. No 
change was wrought in the vessel. All the vessels 
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in the sanctuary were set apart. Now, if a man or 
a woman makes profession of faith in Christ, God 
holds them to that profession. Hence we read in 
Hebrews of those "who trample under foot the Son 
of God, and count the blood of the Covenant, 
whereby they were sanctified an unholy th ing ." Do 
you mean to tell me they are converted? Not for 
one moment. They were sanctified positionally; God 
holds them to that, and the punishment will be 
according thereto. But now every true christian 
is vitally, sanctified. Every true christian is in 
Christ, and as such is as truly sanctified as Christ 
Himself. The Lord said of His own—"They are 
not of the world even as I am not of the world." 
Viewed as in Christ, there is no difference. In 
Christ there is perfect sanctification; but when we 
think of practical sanctification, the side the Lord 
brings before us in John 17, I don't believe there 
are any two of us alike. Practical sanctification 
is by the truth in the power of affection. If you can 
tell me how much you love the Lord Jesus, I think I 
can tell you how much you are practically sanctified. 
If you are a christian, God has put you in Christ, 
and the One who sanctifies and those who are sanc
tified are all of One, but the Lord wishes us to be 
practically sanctified. He does it by the truth. 

The Holy Ghost brings the truth of the Person of 
Christ before us, the dignity of His Person as the 
Creator and upholder of the universe; then He brings 
before us that wondrous stoop which He took in 
coming into manhood; and then His going into the 
wrath and judgment which would have condemned 
us eternally. Our hearts go out in love to Him. 
" H e loved me and gave Himself for m e . " Yes; but 
the Holy Ghost brings home another truth. This 
world in which we live, viewed as a system domin
ated by Satan, took the One we love and spat in 
His face and murdered Him. When this is brought 
home in power there is practical sanctification. It 
is not that the christian stays away from the pic-
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ture palace, from the politics and pursuits of this 
world as a duty; he says, "If this world spat in the 
face of my Saviour I do not want its honours." 
Some years ago a murderer left all he possessed to 
the widow of the man he had killed. A few days 
afterwards it appeared in the newspapers that this 
widow had refused with indignation to receive any
thing from the one who had killed her husband. If 
our hearts are true to the Lord we shall not want 
the world's pleasures nor its favours. We shall 
esteem it a favour to walk down here in separation, 
linked with the One whom God delights to honour. 
It is only for a short time that we will be here to 
follow this path of practical sanctification, so we 
need to rise to the dignity. I believe angels, if they 
were not holy, would envy the feeblest christian 
the grandeur of being here in separation from the 
world, and in witness to the One whom God delights 
to honour. 

The second attempt to curse the people of God 
brought forth the fact that they were a justified 
people. God says of them through Balaam that He 
has not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither has He 
seen perverseness in Israel. It does not say that 
God saw the iniquity and pardoned it, but " I have 
not seen i t . " He justifies them from every charge. 
Suppose you and I had been in the camp of Israel 
that day, we should have found a good deal of 
iniquity, and a great deal of perversity. At that 
moment God viewed Israel, not as individuals, but 
nationally, and viewed as a nation they are so linked 
with Christ that in Him there was no charge against 
them. If we think of the individuals we cannot say 
they were justified, but viewed as a nation all. Israel 
is going to be saved. That does not mean that all 
the individuals are going to be saved. When the 
Lord returns He will cut off all the unbelieving 
Israelites the greater part of whom will be under 
the power of the Antichrist. The remnant will be 
born of God. Viewed nationally God looks upon 
them and justifies them from every charge. 
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Now I think it is important to note the difference 
between forgiveness and justification. Every be
liever can say, " I have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of s ins . " Forgiveness is 
looked at in various ways. There is the eternal 
forgiveness we obtain when we come to God as 
guilty. We never again appear before God as sin
ners, criminals needing pardon. When anyone be
lieves in the Lord Jesus Christ he is identified with 
Christ, and the work He accomplished. That work 
has an unlimited value and an abiding efficacy, and 
hence, as we are always linked with Him and that 
work, our standing is perfect. He has perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified. Yes; but we sin; 
and we need to bear in mind that another relation
ship has been established. We are children of God, 
if we sin we have to confess as children; and if we 
confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us 
and to cleanse us. Then there is a third way in 
which forgiveness is spoken of, and that is govern-
mental. God sometimes sees fit, though we confess 
our sins and have the restoration of soul, to keep 
the rod upon His people the whole of the rest of 
their path. What about David? God pardoned 
him, but He did not forgive him governmentally. 
The sword never departed from his house from the 
time of that sin. So the Apostle Peter says, "If ye 
call on the Father, Who, without respect of persons, 
judgeth according to every man's work, pass the 
time of your sojourning here in fear ." 

But there is a difference between forgiveness and 
justification. When I think of forgiveness, what 
comes before me is the goodness of God. I see how 
gracious God has been to me, and pardoned me. 
When I think of justification, what comes before 
me is the righteousness of God. Here is God, the 
Judge of the universe. He justifies me; He has no 
charge against me. How can that be brought about ? 
We are so identified with Christ, Who was our 
representative, that when He died we died. The 
judgment fell upon us in the person of our Sub-
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stitute, so that God, the righteous Judge, has noth
ing against us. Everything has been met by the 
One who represented us, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Now the question arises, was God indifferent to the 
state of Israel at that time? I look at Phinehas, 
with his javelin, as he executed judgment. I look 
at the terrible plague that God brought upon the 
people, so that more than 20,000 perished. God is 
not indifferent as to His people's condition, but 
when it comes to their standing nothing can change 
it—in Christ perfected for ever. It is because we 
are His children that He chastens us. God brought 
in a rod of judgment upon His people. If we would 
judge ourselves we should not be condemned. How 
often do we bring sorrow upon ourselves because 
we will not judge ourselves. But there is always 
the danger of looking at things from one standpoint 
only. We are not to think that because a brother 
goes through a great deal of trouble that he is dis
pleasing to the Lord; he may be one of the fruitful 
branches that the Husbandman sees fit to purge 
still more. God may choose to make him still more 
fruitful. However, there is that side which should 
solemnise our hearts, if we would judge ourselves 
we should not be judged. 

The third parable brought forth the fact that 
God's people are marked by beauty and power. The 
prophet looked at the tents and said "How goodly 
are thy tents, O Jacob!" God never gives up His 
purpose, and is never thwarted. God took up the 
nation of Israel so that that nation should be a ves
sel of testimony, and that through them the know
ledge of God should be diffused among the nations, 
but Israel failed sadly. Is God going to be thwarted? 
No; the time is coming when the Lord will return 
and cut off all the unbelieving Israelites. Those 
who remain will be born of God. God will write 
his law) upon their hearts and in their minds. They 
will love what God loves and hate what God hates. 
Then with Christ as their King they will be a vessel 
of testimony, and from Jerusalem will go out light 
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and blessing for the whole earth through the Mil
lennial reign. When Israel failed, God took up the 
Church. The Church was to be a vessel of testi
mony. If we think of the Church in its corporate 
character, it has greatly failed. Bye and bye, as a 
merely professing body, it will be refused, and the 
candlestick moved out of its place. Still, the Lord 
never gives up His purpose; the time is coming when 
that holy city, Jerusalem, will have the 
glory of God, and all the nations will walk in the 
light of it. The Church is going to be the vessel 
of testimony perfectly according to God. 

The Lord presents Himself to Sardis as the One 
who had the Seven Spirits of God and the Seven 
Stars. He has all the power of the Holy Ghost on 
behalf of the individual, and each one of us is called 
upon to be an overcomer. We are here vessels of 
testimony; we are left here that through us God 
should be made known. And, we are competent for 
this. We are born of God. We are indwelt by the 
Holy Ghost, and when we walk in the power of an 
ungrieved Spirit, there is the perpetuation of the 
life of Christ in us. Then we become vessels of 
testimony. That is greater than preaching. You 
may be a very eloquent preacher or a very learned 
teacher, and not be a great vessel of testimony. The 
grandest things are always within reach of the 
feeblest. The youngest christian has the grandest 
thing before him. It is to be down here, treading 
the path that Christ trod, manifesting the charac
ter of Christ. 

The last parable speaks of the blessing of Israel 
in its fulness, awaiting the Coming of the Lord. He 
is coming in a two fold way; as the Star, and as 
the One who sways the Sceptre. Now we generally 
take to ourselves the Lord's coming as the Bright 
and Morning Star. That is true enough, but I have 
no doubt that Israel will await the Lord in these 
two characters; as the One He will introduce the 
Day, and as the other He will wield the Sceptre 
with undisputed sway. In the last half 
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week of Daniel's prophecy, when the children 
of Israel go through that terrible tribulation, 
men will not be allowed to buy or sell unless 
they have the mark of the Beast. What a dark night 
of tribulation it will be ! The remnant of Israel will 
be looking for the Lord to come and introduce the 
day. The one cry will be, " O Lord, how long?" 
But when the Lord Jesus Christ is come He is not 
going to establish the Millennium in a day. Scrip
ture shows that a considerable time will elapse. The 
Lord will come as the Star and deliver His people 
from the forces against them; but after that, when 
He has put down all opposition, He will sit on the 
throne of His glory, and He will sway the Sceptre. 
The Sceptre will control everything. We all, I hope, 
look for the Lord in these two ways. We think of 
Him as the Morning Star. What a dark night it is 
just now. The darkness thickens. There are men 
in the pulpits today denying every fundamental 
truth, and calling themselves servants of Christ. 
Satan comes as an angel of light, and turns his 
ministers into ministers of righteousness. We look 
for the Lord to come as the Morning Star, and in
troduce the Eternal Day. We are to be taken from 
a scene of sin and blasphemy to where everything 
is according to God, but we must not let our hopes 
terminate there. We have before us the glory we 
will share with Christ as the One whom God delights 
to honour. The blessed hope of the Lon! coming 
to take us away is for our affections; but when we 
are, viewed as those who are servants of Christ, and 
suffering for righteousness^ what is put before us 
is the glory. If we suffer we shall also reign with 
Him. Every christian suffers with Christ as having 
the divine nature; it is impossible to have the divine 
nature and not suffer. But besides that, we suffer 
for Christ because we maintain His claims. "If we 
suffer we shall also reign with Him." That will be 
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for a thousand years. My impression is that the 
thousand years will soon pass away. We shall be 
linked with Christ in the administration. When 
the thousand years are finished, is everything over ? 

It seems to me the believer's position will just 
begin, the eternal portion in the new Heavens and 
Earth. The Lord Jesus Christ in manhood is going 
to head up the new creation. He is going to admin
istrate for God as the First born. When He does 
that , we as firstborn ones will be linked with Him. 
All the glory He has acquired as the Man who has 
glorified God, He shares with u s ! Earth 's grandest 
and best will appear insignificant. We are going to 
be sharers of His glory, suitable for His companion
ship throughout the Eternal Ages! 

m m m 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE HOME AT BETHANY. 

Communion, Worship and Service. 
John xii. verses 1-8. 

THE home at Bethany was always a place of rest 
and comfort for the Lord, and in this chapter 
we see the whole family that He loved so well 

contributing to His joy; Lazarus sat at the table 
with Him—a figure of communion, Mary anointed 
His feet with ointment—a figure of worship, while 
Martha served. These three things—communion, 
worship and service, go to make up the present 
privileges of every christian. 

Communion stands first, and is the spring from 
whence worship and service flow; moreover it is this 
that the Lord particularly desires. He is not satis
fied with the hope of having us with Him in Heaven 
presently, He wants our company now. This is 
strikingly proved by His tender appeal to the 
Laodicean Church, "Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock; if any man hear My voice and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with M e " (Rev. iii. 20). Do we desire His 
company as He desires ours? 

It is impossible for us to have communion with 
Christ if we are walking in a way that grieves the 
Holy Spirit. We need to judge ourselves in what 
may seem little things. In the Song of Solomon 
we read: "Take us the foxes," but it does not stop 
there, " the little foxes that spoil the vines." I will 
call your attention to one or two little foxes that 
spoil the vine of communion. The first shall be— 
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Spiritual Sloth. Diligence has a large place in the 
Word of God. It is the diligent soul that shall be 
made fat, and apart from diligence you cannot 
know very much about communion with the Lord. 

Another little fox is neglect of prayer. It would 
be a very interesting thing for each of us to see 
how much time we spend in prayer. There is no 
such thing as maintaining communion apart from a 
prayerful spirit. It is good to live in the spirit of 
prayer. You can pray while walking down the 
street—you can pray while at your business, but 
never neglect to spend time alone with the Lord. 

Another little fox that spoils the vine of com
munion is anxiety. It is impossible to have com
munion if weighed down by a load of care. Hence 
it is written, "Cast (or roll) thy burden upon the 
Lord, and He shall sustain thee" (Ps. 55. 22). The 
Lord wants us to roll every care upon Him, so that 
our hearts shall be free for communion with Him
self. 

There is another fox, and it is very little, for it 
creeps in so easily. It is worldliness. 

You cannot walk with Christ and the ' world at 
the same time. Remember the prayer of the Lord 
Jesus in reference to His disciples:—"I pray not 
that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but 
that ihou shouldst keep them from the evil. They 
are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
Sanctify them through Thy truth; Thy word is 
t ru th" (John xvii. 15-17). 

The world has rejected and murdered the Lord 
Jesus, and if our hearts are true to Him we shall 
not desire its favours. 

If you go on with the pursuits of the 
world that murdered your Saviour, you will 
not know the joy of communion with Him. Now 
let us consider the case of Mary. We read: " Then 
took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very 
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costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped 
His feet with her hair, and the house was filled with 
the odour of the ointment." 

Elsewhere we read that "Mary sat at Jesus' 
feet and heard His word" (Luke x. 39). At the feet 
of the Lord Jesus she had learned something of His 
perfections, and her soul was filled with adoration. 

In the intelligence gained in His company of what 
was suitable, she took the box of ointment at that 
hour preceding the Lord's death and anointed the 
feet of Jesus. 

I do not think that Mary was a rich person; if she 
had been rich, the Holy Ghost would not, I judge, 
have spoken of the ointment in the way He did. I 
am under the impression it took all the money she 
possessed to purchase it. She would say, "Christ 
is worthy of everything," and she expended her all 
upon Him. Judas said the ointment was worth 
three hundred pence. But I would rather have the 
statement of the Holy Ghost: He said it was "very 
costly." Her appreciation of Christ was precious 
to God. We are told that the house was filled with 
the odour of the ointment. This is a true figure 
of worship flowing out from a heart filled with love 
to Christ, and it is very fragrant to God, and 
precious to Christ, and no higher privilege could we 
have than this; but there must be communion if there 
is to be worship. Do not try to reverse the order. 
First communion:; you walk in His company; then as 
the heart is filled with His beauty, there is the out
flow of worship to Him. 

In Martha we see intelligent and loving service. 
If you look at the narrative in Luke x. you find fail
ure there: she was cumbered with her service. But 
in John xii. there is no failure. Lazarus was right, 
Mary was right, and Martha was right; each was 
right because Christ had His rightful position—He 
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was the supreme object of each. I make bold to 
say, that Martha was as right in her service as 
Lazarus in his communion, or Mary in her worship. 
Love always wishes to serve its object. If I saw a 
person who did not wish to serve one whom he pro
fessed to love, I should say the love was not real. 
And how great is the privilege of serving Christ in 
the scene of His rejection! In heaven everyone 
owns the Lord Jesus; mightiest spirits fly upon 
lightning wings to carry out His commands. But 
in the world, where He is despised and rejected, we 
have now the honour of owning Him as Lord and of 
doing His pleasure. 

You may feel that your service is poor and feeble, 
but if it springs from love to, and communion with, 
Him, He greatly appreciates it. 

m m m 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SEVEN ASPECTS OF CHRISTIAN CONFLICT. 
1 Thess. 4. 13-18; chapter 5. 1-11; Rom.. 13. n - 1 4 ; 
2 Cor. 6. 3-10; 2 Cor. 10. 3-6; 1 Tim. 6. 1-16; 

Eph. 6. 10-19; 2 Tim. 4. 1-9. 

ALL these passages have to do with conflict. We 
must expect opposition whilst here; and must 
also expect the pathway to be difficult; we have 

no promise given us of an easy pathway through 
the wilderness; our Lord said, " In the world ye 
shall have tribulation." But God/has provided 
all the armour necessary for our urarfare. 

1. The first passage has to do with conflict for 
the 

Maintenance of the Hope of Christ's Return. 

Many were sorrowing at the departure of loved 
ones, for some were teaching that " the Day of the 
Lord" was then, and they thought their loved ones 
were missing it. On purpose to meet this, our Lord 
gives a revelation to the Apostle to show their fears 
have no solid ground; that they have no need to be 
anxious concerning- the sleeping saints, for they 
will miss nothing. The doctrine is made quite clear, 
and they are told to "comfort one another with these 
words ." 

The Day of the Lord is then spoken of. The un
converted sleep although judgment hangs over 
them; but we are "not to sleep as do o thers" but 
to "watch and be sober ." 

There is a great danger of holding the doctrine, 
yet being asleep spiritually. 

They were passing through difficult times; they 
knew what persecution meant, and this kept them 
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awake. But in) the time of the Emperor Constantine, 
the early Church fell asleep because they no longer 
suffered persecution. 

Two classes are ment ioned—"us" and " o t h e r s " 
— " u s " referring to those Born again, who have the 
Divine nature who love Christ. The " o t h e r s " to 
professing christians. And we all here belong to one 
class or the other. Let me ask each one—"Do you 
love Christ? Is He precious to you? If so, you be
long to those spoken of as " u s . " 

Then the question arises, how are we to keep 
watchful? We can' t always be on the outlook for 
the Lord's coming, for this life necessitates our 
occupation with so many needful things. 

Well, we are not to let these things govern us; 
and we find God has provided for this, two pieces 
of armour—"The breastplate of faith and love; and 
for an helmet, the hope of Salvation," 

A double-breasted breast-plate—faith in the re
vealed Word, and love to the Person we expect to 
come. But again, it is not enough to hold this as a 
doctrine—do we really believe it, yet fall asleep 
concerning it as the five wise virgins did? (Matt. 25). 

It all depends on the measure that we love our 
Lord, because we love Him and want to see Him, 
the hope of His coming a certainty—only in that 
measure shall we be living in expectation of His 
return. 

Also, it is not enough to put on the breast-plate 
only, but also the helmet, the hope of Salvation— 
i.e. salvation in its fulness, which involves the body 
being glorified, our being in perfect suitability to 
Himself, and coming to reign with Him when He 
comes in all His glory. 

But is this hope ours ? Is it a living hope, centred 
in a Living Person? Hope implies certainty, never 
uncertainty, something we greatly desire, and shall 
have. 
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Does this hope stimulate us in our pathway 
through the wilderness? Is this glorious destiny 
which is ours a very blessed thing to us, something 
which overwhelms our souls when we think of it? 
Is this hope maintaining us while here? If it is, 
then these things will mark us, we shall put on 
"the breastplate of faith and love, and for an hel
met the hope of salvation, and we shall watch and 
be sober." 
II. A conflict in connection with darkness 

(Rom. 13. 11-14). 
When the Lord Jesus left this world, it was night 

and dark, and "men loved darkness rather than 
light." And darkness marks the world dominated 
by Satan. But "the night is far spent, the day is at 
hand," and we believe the day speaks of the mani
festation of Christ, when He shall appear; when the 
knowledge of God shall cover the earth, and He 
comes out in all His glory according to that day. 
But, what should mark us now, we who are not of 
darkness, but light in the Lord? Well, God has 
provided for us "the armour of light" whilst we are 
passing through this scene of darkness. He brings 
us into the intelligence as to what is suitable to 
the mind of God. He tells us to "put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ," so to act in all our relationships, that 
when men see us, they may see Christ, see how He 
would act in our place. To put Him on morally in 
all our ways, that there may be a perpetuation of 
light in this dark scene. 

How great is our dignity! Do we rise up to it? 
We are in this scene of darkness dominated by 
Satan, but we are to be as those who live up yon
der; our life hid with Christ in God; setting our 
affections on things above, not on things on the 
earth. (Col. 3. 2.) 

He came down to this poor benighted world that 
men might see the light. He who was God, made 
that mighty stoop, that men might see "the Glory 
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of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. 4. 6.) 
And He has gone back to where He was, and left 
us here as "lights of the world." But let me ask, 
how far are you walking as children of light, put
ting on the armour of light? 
III . A conflict in connection with unrighteousness 

(2 Cor. 6. 3-10). 
Not only righteousness between man and man, 

but between man and God. 
Man refuses the rights of God; and we are to put 

on the armour of righteousness on the right hand 
and on the left, to always have the armour of prac
tical righteousness on, which God has provided for 
us. We are all servants, called to walk here in 
righteousness as servants of the Lord, but how 
often we fail as to the rights of Christ. How far 
do we practically own the Lordship of Christ, re
membering that we are not our own to choose our 
service, but His, and asking, "Lord what wilt Thou 
have me to d o ? " "What saith my Lord unto His 
servant?" 

11 we own His Lordship tnen every relationship 
will be right, in the home life, the business life, the 
church life; we shall render to Caesar the things 
which are Caesar's, and to God the things which 
are God's (Mark 12. 17). 
IV. A conflict in connection with human reasoning 

(2 Cor. x. 3-6). 
There are a great many strongholds to pull down, 

and human reasoning is one, and the spiritual 
weapon provided is the Word of God, which "pulls 
down the strongholds," " bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ." God 
knows better than we do; we may not understand 
His ways, but instead of trying to reason them out, 
the Word brings every thought into captivity. How 
we need to use and take the Word of God about 
everything, but alas, how careless we are about 
this. Also we need to lay hold of the fact that all 
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reasoning of the mind is exalting self against the 
mind of God. 

In Col. ii. we get many strongholds—v. 8, 
Rationalism; and Christ is brought in (v. 9). 
Ritualism (v. 16) the shadow of the reality; but we 
have the substance, so why turn back to the 
shadows? Superstition (v. 18). To-day the 
Spiritualist answers to this, looking into things 
which God forbids. Asceticism (v. 20), "touch 
not"—abstinence, instead of receiving all things 
with thanksgiving. And the Word of God breaks 
down all strongholds, and sweeps them away. 

V. A conflict in connection with things seen 
(1 Tim. 6. 1-16). 

Seeking after earthly riches, making up the mind 
to be rich whether God wills it or not, (v. 9) deter
mined to accumulate riches; and this always brings 
chastisement. The Apostle tells them and us to 
flee from this, and to pursue after righteousness, 
faith, love, patience, meekness; that which is really 
life, giving God His place, giving Christ His place, 
"fighting the good fight of fai th." Faith apprehends 
unseen things. Nothing enables us to stand but 
faith—emotions will not—but faith apprehends 
God, making unseen things realities. 

VI. A conflict in connection with evil spirits 
(Ephes, vi. 10-19). 

"Against spiritual wickedness in high places ." 
There is nothing Satan hates more than that we 
should apprehend our spiritual blessings in Christ, 
our laying hoM of the fact that all our blessings are 
spiritual, really apprehending that which belongs to 
us, enjoying them now, knowing we belong to 
Christ, are linked to Him, that our position is yon
der; and that very soon He is coming, and we shall 
be with Him, sharers of all His acquired glory which 
He has as man. Ephes, vi. gives us the whole 
armour God has provided for us; He has made per
fect provision, and it is good to note the order:— 
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( i ) The girdle of Truth—applied to our motives, to 
the very springs of the heart. 

(2) The breastplate of Righteousness—practical 
righteousness, owning the Lordship of Christ 
in everything. 

(3) Feet shod with . . . Peace. Consciousness of 
Divine favour, "accepted in the Beloved." 

(4) Shield of Faith—Assurance that God is for us. 

(5) Helmet of Salvation—the assurance of victory. 

(6) The Sword of the Spirit—Confidence in the 
Word of God. 

(7) Prayer. Prayer in Phil. iv. 6 is based on our 
needs. In Ephes, vi. on the fact that we 
have common interests with God Himself. 

It is onV as we put on the whole armour that we 
can stand, and have assurance of victory. 

VII A conflict in connection with Apostacy. 
(2 Tim. iv. 1-8). 

These are days of apostasy—men are going 
about teaching not the whole Truth; not sound doc
trine, but teaching according to the general taste, 
what people enjoy. Very few enjoy hearing the 
whole truth, and there is a great danger of being 
affected by the atmosphere around; so the Apostle 
exhorts Timothy (and us) " to be sober in all things 
—suffer hardship—do the work of an evangelist, 
fulfil thy ministry, watch in all things, holding fas t " ; 
remembering what lies before " a crown of right
eousness" given to ail who "love His appearing." 
Lovinsr His appearing being, that we love Him to 
have His rights—when He comes back to reign, 
every knee bowing to Him, ".every tongue confes
sing Him Lord, to the Glory of God the Fa ther" 
(Phil. 2. I O - I I ) . And every true christian loves 
Him to have His rights; so every christian will re
ceive " the crown of righteousness." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE GLORIES OF THE RISEN CHRIST. 

"On His hrad were many crowns" Rev. 19. 11-16; 
" the crown of thorns . " John 19. 2-5. 

IN these two portions of Scripture we get God's 
estimation of Christ, and man's estimation of 
Christ. Man crowned Him with thorns; God 

crowned Him with "glory and honour" (Rev. 19. 12, 
Heb. 2. 9; Phil. 2. 9). And every one must take 
sides, no one can be indifferent. "What think ye 
of Christ? "—The question has gone all down 
the ages; and upon what we think of Him every
thing depends. Christ is the One who has, and who 
will, accomplish everything; the One who will fulfil 
all the purposes and counsels of God. 

How it behoves each one of us to make much of 
Him in whom God the Father delights. Each of us 
must either delight in Him, viewing Him as " the 
chiefest among ten thousand" (S. of S. 5. 10). 
"The altogether lovely One"—or see no beauty m 
Him (Isa. 53. 2.) Pilate was impressed at such a 
mingling of meekness and majesty, he was filled 
with awe. He believed in many gods, and thought 
the gods had assumed a human form; but he little 
knew Who stood before him—God incarnate in the 
flesh; the Creator of all—the governor of the 
Universe (John 1. 3; Col. 1. 16; Heb. 1. 2). He 
would have been glad to release Him, but feared 
the Jews. And because He claimed to be their 
King, the soldiers crowned Him with thorns, put
ting on Him a purple robe, and a reed in His right 
hand for a sceptre. They little knew that the thorns 
spoke of the curse—the result of sin when they 
crowned Him with the fruit of the curse. They 
little knew what they did—they failed to under
stand; but the Lord Jesus knew, and endured all in 
meekness and submission to God's will, knowing He 
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was there enduring all " tha t the Scriptures might 
be fulfilled" and God glorified. He was " there by 
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God" 
(Acts 2. 23). Man did all he could to show his hatred; 
heaping insults and mockery on Him; but that was 
not all, that did not cause the Saviour's agony, but 
God spared Him not (Rom. 8. 32). When the time 
came, God arose and poured the whole weight of 
His wrath against sin upon His Beloved Son, His 
Lamb. And the Lord Jesus willingly endured the 
Cross, despising the shame, and bore the curse to 
fulfil God's purpose of " bringing many sons unto 
glory." God's estimation of Him, the Eternal 
Son—God manifest in the flesh—is to crown Him 
with glory and honour. 

The Apostle John saw the glory of the Risen 
Christ three times. 

(1) Rev. 1. 13-18. He saw the .Risen Christ 
glorified, and when he saw Him in all His majesty, 
he fell at His feet as dead. 

(2) Rev. 5 . 5.—The time, here, has come for the 
One who is both Lord and Christ, to put things 
right for God, and He takes the Book, containing 
all the purposes and counsels of God. (No mortal 
man could be found worthy to take the Book, for 
the One who takes it must have infinite worthiness, 
infinite perfection in Himself, and not what He has 
received from another.) And what is the result? 
All Heaven bows before the Saviour, proclaiming 
Him worthy, for He was slain (v. 9, 12, 13). 

(3) Rev. 19. 11-16. The Apostle sees Heaven 
open, and One coming out on a white horse, "whose 
name no one knew but He Himself" (v. 12). 

Christ is coming out to carry into effect the 
Divine counsels, the time has come to put things 
right for God on the earth, and the Apostle sees 
Him "crowned with many crowns (diadems)"—the 
crowns speaking of the glories of the Risen Christ. 
"And His name is called the Word of God" (v. 13). 
'''And He hath a name written on His garment and 
on His thigh—King of Kings and Lord of Lords" 
(v. 16). 
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( I ) The first personal glory which belongs to 
Him—He is First-born of all creation. He has pre
eminence in all things—because of His Person— 
the mighty Creator and upholder of all things. Yet 
the Eternal Son steps into manhood—the sphere of 
the creation, laying aside for a time His glory, but 
bringing into manhood all the resources of His 
Deity—truly God, truly man. No created being 
can understand this mystery. People get astray 
by trying to do so. The great sin all down the 
ages has been "looking into the Ark" (i Sam. 6. 
19). Seeking to penetrate the "mystery of God 
manifest in the flesh" (1 Tim. 3. 16). We delight 
to know He always was, and always is truly God, 
but we can ' t explain it; still we delight in it. What 
wins the heart is, that the One who came to save 
us, Who stooped so low (Phil. 2. 6-9) is none less 
than the Creator of all—the upholder of all—the 
Governor of the Universe. 

(2) The second personal glory of Christ. As man 
He truly glorified God. The first man dishonoured 
God. The Second Man—the Lord from Heaven 
(John 3. 13; 1 Cor. 15. 47) glorified God in Himself 
(John 13. 31; John 12. 28). The Eternal Son comes 
into manhood and glorifies God as no created being 
could, as none but Himself could. The Lord Jesus 
Christ's devotedness to the service of God brought 
Him into much pain, affliction and dishonour from 
the hand of man, but infinitely more suffering from 
the Hand of God in being "made sin"—bearing sin 
—undergoing the wrath of a Holy God against sin. 
He who was co-equal with the Eternal God, dying 
for the glory of God, out of love and devotedness 
to God—the burnt offering aspect—and God was 
honoured and glorified. But He also died out of 
love to us. No one was more competent to do this 
than the One who Himself was God—God's equal— 
" t h e Man who is My Fellow" (Zech. 13. 7). And 
by His death on the Cross He revealed God's 
righteousness, God's holiness, and God's leve 
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(3) The third personal glory which belongs to 
Him—The Work of Redemption. ' 'Thou art worthy 
f©r Thou wast slain and hast redeemed us to God 
by Thy blood." 

He was the only One who could undertake the 
work. "Where is the Lamb for a burnt offering?" 
is the question which has been asked all down the 
ages. "God will provide Himself the Lamb," the 
answer. No created being could undertake the work 
of Redemption; and in order to accomplish it, the 
Creator of all needed to assume manhood, in order 
to have the right to redeem (Gal. 4. 4-6), and by 
His death on the Cross met all God's righteous re
quirements, and reconciled us to God (Rom. 5. 10). 

(4) His is the glory of Victory over Satan, death 
and Hell. He meets Satan in the wilderness (Matt. 
4. 1-12) as " the Seed of the woman" (Gen. 3. 16), 
and overcomes the enemy—meets him in the Gar
den, and at the Cross, bruising his head , " show
ing Himself the mighty Victor over Satan, hell and 
death, and the One who has the keys of hell and 
death (Rev. 1. 18). By death, He annulled him that 
had the power of death, that is, the devil (Heb. 2. 
14), showing Himself as the mighty Victor. 

Satan caused the first man to fall, and by the 
Second Man, Christ Jesus, the devil is conquered, 
and will be cast into the lake of fire. His is the 
crown of victory, as the One who overcame the 
enemy and is victorious over death and the grave— 
the mighty Conqueror Who led captivity captive and 
hath ascended up on high (Ephes. 4. 8). He has 
the keys of hell and death—all authority—the un
seen world belongs to Him. He controls all and 
everything. We no longer need to fear death or 
the grave, for if called to die, for us it is "absent 
from the body, present with the Lord," in intimate 
communion with Him. Death is swallowed up in 
victory. He is First-born from among the dead, 
and there are other "first-born ones . " Afterward 
" they that are Christ 's at His coming " (1 Cor. 
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15. 23), they will be associated with Him, but "He 
will have the pre-eminence" (Col. 1. 18). 

(5) His is the Glory of Universal Lordship 
(1 Cor. 15. 24, 25). King of Kings, Lord of Lords 
(Rev. 19. 16). 

Adam was made lord of the earth, but fell. The 
Risen Christ is Lord of Heaven, earth and hell. 
All Heaven own His Lordship now, there is not an 
angel but delights to do His will. He will (yet) be 
Lord of the whole earth. He will have the heathen 
for His inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for His possession (Psa. 2. 8), and will reign 
over the whole universe for the glory of God. The 
devil cannot go a step further than Christ permits. 
We can' t understand why God permits certain 
things, but must needs remember that it is a time 
of mystery, and it is impossible to explain God's 
dealings with individuals or nations. 

(6) His glory as the One alone worthy to 
Administrate. He will use His Lordship for the 
blessing of man and for the glory of God. (Rev, 5 
6 )—"A Lamb as it had been slain having seven 
horns and seven eyes ." Omnipotence Omniscience. 
"All power in Heaven and ear th" (Matt. 28. 18). 
" In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily" (Col. 2. 9), " He is Lord of Hos ts , " Lord, 
over all; but the great thing just now is, is He Lord 
of our lives? Do we own He is worthy of the con
trol of our lives? Are we willing to place ourselves 
under His control? Do we own His Lordship prac
tically? Is the language of our hearts "What saith 
my Lord unto His servant?" (Joshua 5. 14). 
' 'Lord what wilt Thou have me to d o ? " (Acts 
9. 6). " M y Lord and My God " (John 20. 28), 

(7) The glory of His Headship (Ephes. 1. 22. 
"Head over all things to the Church." There is a 
difference between Headship and Lordship. Bles
sings come under Headship. He is Head of the 
Church, but Lordship is connected with judgment. 
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(a) He is Head of all things—everything in 
Heaven and earth will be blessed in Him (pictured 
in Adam, head of the lower creation). But with 
Christ there is no failure. 

(b) Head of the Race. Adam was head over 
the race of fallen man, and in consequence all are 
linked up with him, the fallen head; but Christ is 
federal Head of the New Creation—a new order of 
manhood—and just as we were sharers in the like
ness of the fallen head (1 Cor. 15. 22, "As in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive,") 
so in the death of Christ our history of the old fallen 
nature terminated and we have a new life in Him, 
and come under a new order of manhood, of which 
He is the federal Head. 

(c) Headship of the body. Christ the Head, and 
every believer in Him forms His body—one mystical 
Person—united to Him—one Body (1 Cor. 12. 
12-27). 

Then the Church is not only viewed as His Body, 
but also as His Bride, and when this takes place, 
we shall be with Him as Eve was with Adam— 
sharers with Him in all His acquired glory as man. 

(8) His glory of Priesthood. He is the only One 
who can occupy this position before God. As our 
merciful and faithful High Priest, He knows all we 
require as we journey through the wilderness, and 
sustains us through all (Heb. 2. 17). He entered 
into the Holiest to appear in the presence of God 
for us His own Blood being the basis on which He 
exercises His priestly work on our behalf. He came 
down to die for us, and has gone back to be our 
High Priest, appearing now in the presence of God 
for us, to represent a new company of which He is 
the Head; and He will furnish us with all the grace 
we require from the throne of grace. 

In chapter 2. 17, we get the greatness of our 
High Priest, in chapter 4. 16, His sympathy, but 
in chapter 5. 6, the order of His Priesthood. The 
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Aaronic priesthood failed, passed away; but Christ's 
order is the Royal Priesthood, that of Melchisedec, 
and in this He stands alone. The priesthood of 
Melchisedec existed long before that of Aaron. 
Melchisedec's priesthood was eternal, so is Christ's. 
At the present time He is "inside the vai l ," exer
cising His Aaronic Priesthood, guiding His people 
through the wilderness by His priestly counsel and 
grace; bestowing favour and goodness upon us; but 
by and bye He will exercise His Melchisedec priest
hood, coming out to bless His earthly people with 
bread and wine. He makes His people sharers with 
Him in this royal priesthood—makes us " a royal 
priesthood" (i Pet. 2. 9). "Kings and priests" 
(Rev., 1.6). And the time is coming when we shall 
exercise ourselves on behalf of those on earth. But 
even now we are royal priests as we show forth His 
praises, but we can only do this as we reproduce 
Christ, perpetuating the life of Christ in this dark 
scene. But before we can do this we must know His 
preciousness. Is Christ precious to you? (1 Pet. 
2. 7). 

(9) The Glory and Dominion His for ever. 

He is worthy to receive the praises, worship and 
thanksgiving of His people now, and the fact that 
we have the Divine nature, and are spiritual priests, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
by Jesus Christ, should be sufficient to cause us to 
worship. All who love His appearing—when He 
comes to take His rightful place; who love Him to 
have His rights, will have crowns, and what shall 
we do with them? We shall just cast them at His 
feet saying "Thou art worthy, for thou wast slain." 
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive 
power and riches, and wisdom and strength, and 
honour and glory and blessing," "On His head 
were many crowns" (Rev. 19. 12). What joy it 
will be to see the One—who once was crowned with 
thorns—crowned with many diadems. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

HANNAH'S SONG 
i Sam. i . 1-3; 9-18; ch. 2 

(1) We see Hannah in great sorrow. 

T HE sorrow WAS FROM THE Lord (1 Sam. i. 
5-10). God intends that His people should 
know sorrow and sends sorrow into our lives, 

but we must never judge and interpret God's love 
by His ways, but always by Calvary; by what He 
has done, never by what He seems to be doing. 
His perfect love is seen in His great gift, and faith 
always judges of God by His Gift, and knows His 
way is a way of perfect Love. It could not be 
otherwise. 

(2) Hannah fainted (v. 7), for "she wept and 
did not e a t . " But we are told not to faint (Heb. 
12. 3), but to remember that the rod is held in the 
Father 's hand, and His great purpose of love is, 
not to disfigure, but to transfigure. God's thought 
of salvation is not to deliver from trials, but from 
the power of evil; and to make His children morally 
like Him self (Eph. 1. 4). We are exhorted not to 
faint, but to glory in tribulations, to turn our afflic
tions into blessings; making this place of tears a 
source of refreshment (Rom. 5. 3; Ps. 84. 6). 

(3) Her Wisdom—She went to God about it— 
Hannah prayed, and continued in prayer (v. 10-12). 
And we can continue to pray about a thing, as long 
as the burden presses on us; we have perfect liberty 
to go to our* God and Father, in childlike confiden.ce, 
and tell Him everything, in all the confidence of a 
child, knowing He hears and answers prayer; and to 
rest in the confidence that He takes the matter in 
hand and answers; not always in our way, but 
always in our favour^ and in His way. Often He 
gives us something better. 

confiden.ce
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(4) Her simple faith (v. 18). She rested on the 
Word of God's Priest, and only as we too rest on 
the Word of Christ, can we have peace. 

(5) Her great reward (v. 19. 20), God gave her 
her request. God granted beyond her expectations 
—Samuel, a great Prophet. We may not always 
get what we ask for, but something better. We 
may not understand, but God knows the end from 
the beginning. He who gave His great Gift, always 
knows, and gives what is best for His children. 

(6) Hannah paid her vows (v. 24-28). Let me 
ask you. Have you ? When you have been in sor
row and trouble, and God has graciously answered, 
have you forgotten to pay your vows? The Spirit 
is often grieved because we have forgotten, and is 
unable to use us. He was ungrieved in Hannah's 
case, so uses her to bring forth this remarkable 
song. 

1 Sam. 2. 2, 3 brings out God's character. 

(1) His Holiness. The Thrice Holy hates sin 
now as much as He ever did. He cannot tolerate 
sin in His people. His purpose is to conform us t<? 
the image of His Son, to have moral conformity tc 
Himself. (See Ephes. 1. 14). " To be holy, without 
blame before Him in love," and for this He has 
given us the indwelling Holy Ghost. He has put 
every believer in Christ, united by the Holy Ghost, 
Who empowers and delivers from the power of sin. 

(2) "The Lord is the God of knowledge." 
He knows all (Ps. 139. 4). He knows the end from 
the beginning. And He will prove to the Universe 
that everything He hasi stated is true, and will come 
to pass. "Hath He said, and shall He not do it? 
Hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good?" 
(Num. 23. 19). 

(3) He weighs actions (v. 3). He weighs, not 
counts. And we need to notice two things. Not 
so much the quantity as the quality. What was our 
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motive in service, or in what we gave? What 
actuated us? 

And we need remember too, that we all must 
stand before the judgment seat of Christ; the whole 
life since conversion will be reviewed and judged 
there. But the One who will judge us, is the One 
who died for us. 

(4) God's method of procedure is two-fold (v. 6-8), 
And it is the same to-day in the Gospel. He brings 
sinners to the dust, under the sentence of death; 
"judged according to men in the flesh," but God's 
thought is not to leave them there, but to raise them 
up, give them life, that they may "live according 
to God in the Spirit" (i Pet. 4. 6). 

He judges first, then gives life. He pardons, 
uplifts, gives Eternal Life, the Holy Ghost to in
dwell, makes to live. "The Lord killeth and mak
eth alive." He brings each one experimentally, 
consciously to the knowledge, "in me dwelleth no 
good th ing." No strength, with the result that He 
uplifts, and we cling to Christ who has all power 
(Phil. 4. 13). " I can do all things through Christ 
which s t rengthened m e . " First He brings to the dust 
then empowers. Not to disfigure, but transform, 
and to cleanse from defilement, and to deliver from 
the power of sin. This is normal Christianity. Then 
He makes us very great, the highest beings in the 
Universe. "He set them among princes, and to 
make them inherit the throne of Glory" (v. 8). 

His purpose is that man should be head of His 
creation (Col. 1. 15). He has taken us up to show 
in us the riches of His grace (Eph. 2. 7), and 
made us to be a Royal Priesthood (1 Pet. 2. 9). 
"To be priests unto God and His Fa ther" (Rev. I, 
6). Then to set us on Thrones, "The Throne of 
His Glory" (Rev. 5). Every christian is an over
comer, and will sit on the throne of Christ, and 
when He administers judgment to the nations, will 
be in association with Him. He does nothing 1688 
than put all saints there. 
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(5) God's Power (v. 8). "For the pillars of the earth 
are the Lord ' s . " Omnipotence is with God. He is 
able. He is competent to carry out all His purpose, 
" t o r the pillars of the earth are the Lord's and He 
set the world upon them." We often desire to do 
a thing, but have not the ability, but whatever God 
purposes, He is able to do. 

"He will keep the feet of His saints" (v. 9}. 
His care is perfect. We belong to God, and it is 
necessary for His own glory, that we shall be kept; 
God's glory is involved. The Good Shepherd will 
not let one of His sheep perish. He is living to save 
us right through (Heb. 7. 25). Each one is held by 
two hands, the omnipotent hands of the Father 
and the Son (John 10. 28, 29), and as far as security 
is concerned, we are all as safe as if we were already 
in Heaven; and He administers "grace to keep us 
from falling" (Jude 24). But as we draw near we 
need to judge ourselves, for only as the Holy Spirit 
is ungrievedj is there power in the life. 

Let me ask you. What book is that you are read
ing? What conversation? What company? Are 
you walking as those redeemed by precious Blood? 
" Blood on the e a r . " "B lood on the hand . " 
" Blood on the foot." (Lev. 14. 14). 

" He will exalt the Horn of His Annointed " (v. 
10). His purpose is to place His Annointed on the 
Throne, and " the; adversaries qf the Lord shall 
be broken 'to pieces." 

When everything is established according to the 
will of God, in perfect accordance, then the Son, 
Perfect Man and Perfect God, will hand back the 
Kingdom to God the Father (1 Cor. 15. 24-28), and 
the Triune God will be all m all. The Son in 
Manhood, as Man, will be subject to the Father, for 
He retains Manhood. Subjection is the perfection 
of Manhood. 

And the New Heavens and Earth will be headed 
up in the Man Christ Jesus, Whom every one will 
worship and obey, and own as Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father (Phil. 2. 9-11). 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE EPISTLE OF JUDE. 

I N this epistle Sin is looked at as apostasy, and 
we are told how apostasy begins and how it will 
end; its history is given from the beginning until 

judgment falls. 

There are three things said of the Saints. 
"To them that are sanctified (or beloved) in God 
the Father, preserved in Jesus Christ and called." 

( i ) Called. There are two calls—external and 
internal. Everyone has the external call, but 'the 
internal call is the work of the Holy Spirit in the 
heart of the believer. Called by the mighty power 
of the Holy Ghost Himself, Who gives the power 
to love God and appreciate Him. 

(2) Beloved. "The Father Himself loveth you, 
because ye have loved Me, and have believed that I 
came forth from God." John 16, 27, The 
believer is loved of God, because He loves His Son, 
loved with a peculiar love, loved as the Son Himself 
—-John 17. 23. 26; and is of the same order of 
manhood as jChrjist. 

(3) " Preserved 'in, or kept for Jesus Christ." 
God has given us to Christ, and we are going to be 
kept, preserved for Him, and every saint will reach 
the glory, because kept by the mighty power of 
God. And, if it were needed, God would put forth 
the whole power of His Omnipotence on behalf of 
the weakest saint. That is God's side—but there 
is our side; we are kept " through fai th." 1 Pet., 
1, 5, and faith can only grew through a knowledge 
of the Word of God. We are also told to work out 
our "salvation with fear and trembling." Phil. 2 
12. Not the salvation of the soul, that has been 
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done for us; but so to walk the path of obedience 
day by day, as to avoid dangers, troubles and diffi
culties into which we are so liable to fall through 
unwatchfulness and disobedience; to be always on 
the alert, exercising diligence, the will subject; 
so being under the sway of God, Who is working in 
us " both to will and to do> of His good pleasure." 
This is daily salvation. 

II. (v. 2). We get three more things intensified 
in our appreciation of the first three. 

" Mercy unto you, and peace and love, be multi
plied'' Mercy is always spoken of to the indi
vidual saint, never in connection with the 
Assembly. As individuals we all need God's mercy 
to know the love, and to enjoy the peace; the 
heart kept bright by confidence and dependence. 

V. 3. , ( Earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints, e t c . " 

A practical personal thought comes in here. Do 
we each one to-day own His Lordship and His con
trol over us? Do we live as though we were not 
our own, but bought with a price, purchased with 
His precious life's Blood? Are we daily glorify
ing God in our body and our spirit which are His ? 

III. Three characters are spoken of in this 
Epistlei (v. xi): 

(1) "The way Of Cain," who approached God 
in his own way apart from the shedding of blood. 
Men to-day deny that the only way to approach 
unto the holy God is by death, and 'they refuse to 
approach Him by the blood of Christ, thus denying 
the value and efficacy of His Person and Work, 
which is the only way into His presence. 

(2) " The Error of Balaam." Balaam loved the 
wages of unrighteousness; he was the determined 
enemy of God's people, and sought to bring them 
under the displeasure of God. He raised a serious 
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question, just as Satan does to-day with God's 
people. Could God be induced to go back from 
His purpose to bless, because of their perverseness 
and unfaithfulness? He yearned after the silver 
and the gold, symbolical of the ministerial corrup
tion of to-day, representing a class of men who are 
by no means scarce to occupy pulpits for gain, and 
teaching error. 2 Pet. 2. 

(3) "The gainsaying of Core." Core claimed 
to have the same position as Aaron, God's ap
pointed High Priest. Anyone who to-day comes 
between God and man, usurping the alone right 
and place of our Great High Priest, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, is as Core. 

(1) Cain. Characteristic of all who deny the 
Blood of Christ as the only way of approach to God. 
(2) Balaam, of those desiring to obtain wealth 
through error. (3) Core, of those rebellious against 
the authority of God. 

IV. Three things are said about their moral con
dition, so obnoxious to God. 

(1) Clouds without water carried about by winds. 
Eph. 4 14. 2 Pet. 2, 17. 

(2) Trees whose fruit withereth, twice dead 
(dead by nature, dead by apostasy) plucked up by 
the roots. 

(3) Wandering stars, i.e. out of orbit. Those 
who profess to give light but teach error, and " t o 
whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever ." 
2 Pet. . 2, 17. 

V. We get three judgments on apostasy. In 
verses 5-7. (1) The People out of Egypt. Apos
tate in heart, so God cut them off; their carcases 
fell in the wilderness. (2) The Angels, who left 
their own habitation. Re hath reserved in ever
lasting Chains under darkness unto the judgment 
of the Great Day. (3) The cities. Sodom and 
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others having "given themselves over to fornica
tion—suffering the vengeance of Eternal F i re . " 

God is not changed. There is such a thing as 
eternal wrath, destruction and judgment. He 
exercises judgment on those who once had the 
truth and abandoned it. There is such a thing 
as eternal punishment for the impenitent; but He 
is "rich in mercy" to all who believe His Word and 
flee to Him from the wrath to come. And it is our 
responsibility to "earnestly contend for the faith" 
The Church is the pillar and base of truth—all 
should contend for the faith, and in order that we 
may do so it is all-important to lay hold of the 
Foundation Truths, to know what the Word of God 
says about them, such as 

(i) The Incarnation, Deity and Resurrection 
Of the Lord Jesus Christ. So many to-day are 
denying His Deity. If He were not God there 
could be no Saviour for us, or for the poor sinful 
world. No created being was, or is, competent to 
undertake the work of Redemption. Salvation is 
of the Lord, from beginning to end. (2) The 
Precious Blood of Christ. We must stand firm to 
the fact that there is no other way of approach to 
the holy God. (3) Everlasting punishment for the 
Impenitent. We must be careful to hold what the 
Word says about that, for if we get shaken on that 
truth, we get shaken on the other truths. Verses 20-
21 give us four things—Building, Praying, Keep
ing, Looking. "But ,yej, beloved, building up 
yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the 
Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
Eternal Life." 

There must be the moral condition of the heart. 

(1) Building. The foundation has been laid, 
" the faith which was once delivered unto the 
sa in ts , " v. j , and we are told to build on that. And 
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"other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid 
which is Jesus Christ ." i Cor. 3, 11. "Rooted and 
built up in Him, and stablished in the faith as ye 
have been t augh t . " Col. 2, 7; and "abounding there
in with thanksgiving." We have to see that all we do 
is in accordance with that; to cultivate holiness; to 
walk in purity, not to indulge in sin, not to tolerate 
it for a moment—but to live and walk in fellowship 
and communion with God. 1 John, 1-7. 

(2) " Praying in the Holy Ghost." Prayer 
puts us into contact with God, in communion with 
Him. It is a part of God's purpose for us to pray 
*o God, and a part of His purpose toi answer prayer. 

(3) "Keep yourselves in the Love of God." We 
shall never lose the love of God; it is like a vast 
mighty ocean; but we are to live in it, rejoice in it, 
swim about in it, as we walk the path of obedience; 
only thus can we consciously enjoy the love of God. 
We are called to know the unknowable, the Infinite, 
to live in it, to bask in its sunshine, to bathe our
selves in it (and, we shall never take a chill in God's 
ocean); to keep ourselves in it if we want to know 
it. What does a tiny fish know of a vast ocean, of 
its mighty; currents and depths? \Very little in
deed, but it lives in it; and God's love is like the 
vast mighty ocean, and we are the little fish. 

(4) " Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, unto Eternal Life." The Lord is coming 
very soon for us, and it is viewed as mercy here, 
because we are to be taken away from this scene 
of conflict to be in the Father 's House "unto Eternal 
Life." We have Eternal Life now. "He that be
lieveth on the Son hath Everlasting Life," but then 
we shall be taken into the sphere of it where every 
thing is according to God, and shall inherit Eternal 
Life in all its fulness and glory: 

If these four things are true of us, then we are 
free to think of others while down here, and show 
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the love, grace and sympathy of Christ towards 
them, as occasion demands. "Able to keep you from 
stumbling " refers to apostasy here. He will not 
let us go astray, but will keep us. That is His 
side. But on our side, we are to "draw nea r" 
constantly; to keep ourselves in His love, and to 
draw from Him, moment by moment, for our every 
need. He is going to present us faultless, before 
the presence of His glory, without blemish, with 
exceeding joy, a New Creation, like Himself. He 
died to save us. He is living to keep us. He is 
coming to fetch us. Vi 25'. "To the only wise God 
our Saviour, be glory, and Majesty, dominion and 
power; both now and ever: Amen. 

m GU m 
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CHAPTER XI. 

CHRIST AS SHEPHERD. 

(Read Zech. 13, 7; John 10; Hebrews 13, 20; 
1 Peter, 5, 4.) 

(1) God's Shepherd. 

In Zech. 13, 7, the leading thought is Deity. 
"The Man that is My Fellow." 

(2) The Good Shepherd. John 10. 
The leading thought is Death. 

(3) The Great Shepherd. Heb. 13, 20. 
The leading thought is Resurrection. 

(4) The Chief Shepherd. 1 Pet. 5, 4. 

The Leading Thought. His appearing in Glory. 

Before the worlds began it was God's purpose 
to have a flock, formed of those foreknown, pre
destined, called, chosen, justified, glorified. See 
Rom. 8, 29, 30. But they went astray, and needed 
a Shepherd to bring them back righteously, and to 
overthrow the enemy. 

I. God's Shepherd. 
But where could a competent Shepherd be found ? 

He could not be found here, so God Himself stepped 
in and found Him, God's Shepherd, the Man who 
was " His Fellow." 

Far back in the eternal ages, God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost held a Coun
cil. The will and purpose of God was shown, and 
God the Son stepped forward to carry out His will 
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perfectly that His purpose might be effected in 
righteousness. Ps. 40, 6-8, " Lo, I come to do 
Tny will, O God." No created being was com
petent, no one, but the One God speaks of as His 
Shepherd. For this He, the Christ of God, must 
take upon Himself the form of Manhood, and take 
a still further step—death. And when He comes 
into Manhood, God salutes Him as God. " Thy 
Throne, O God, is for ever and ever ." Heb. 1, 8. 

We always find the Holy Spirit is very careful to 
guard the Deity of Christ, and to-day very specially 
we need to lay hold with both hands of the Deity 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. " In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God." John T, I . Existence—Distinct 
personality—Deity. 

He could not have been competent if He were not 
God, for God must have no claim upon the one who 
is to accomplish His purpose righteously. Every 
created being owes his power and service to God, 
but here, in the Person of the Divine Son, steps in 
One on whom God has no c la im^His equal—-God 
Himself. And this gives the value to His work. 
There are 4 things that prove the Deity of Christ. 

(1) He is the Creator of all things. John 1,3. 
Col. 1, T 6 . Heb . 1, 2. 

(2) He is the Upholder of all things. Heb. 1,3 
(3) He is the Giver of Life to the dead. John 

5. 2 1 . 

(4) He is the One who will Judge the Universe. 
John 5, 22. 

For these four things it needs One who is both 
Omnipotent and Omniscient. 

We never doubt God's power in creation. Why 
do so many doubt His power in Redemption ? What 
value and efficacy His Deity gives to His work! Do 
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we equally see and recognise the greatness of the 
Saviour in redemption? How God laid hold of One 
who was none less than His equal, on One Who was 
mighty. " I have laid help upon One that is mighty; 
I have exalted One chosen out of the people." 

II. The Good Shepherd. John 10. 
The principal thought here is Death. God's 

Shepherd comes to the scene as the "Good Shep
herd ," to whom the sheep are given by the Father. 
Christ died for the whole flock of God, but His 
death goes further than that, beyond the flock, to 
all, for He speaks of Himself as " the Door" by 
which any man can enter in, be saved, and become 
one of the flock. God has made ample provision 
for everyman's salvation, Christ tasted death for 
every man; the good news is for every one who will 
accept it. 

" I am the Door; by Me if any man enter in he 
shall be saved and shall go in and out, and shall 
find pas ture . " 

Safety, Liberty, Support. 

It is important to notice the Shepherd takes 
notice of each sheep—knows them by name. His 
love for the individual sheep is brought out very 
beautifully in Luke 15. Seeking, laying hold, find
ing, but only by means of bearing what was their 
due—only by bearing the wrath of God against 
sin, was He able to find us. 

How we need to go often in spirit to Gethsemane 
and Calvary, to meditate more on the greatness of 
the cost of our redemption—the price paid, how 
that He who was God had to humble Himself, make 
Himself of no reputation, come to the place where 
we were, taking the form of Manhood, in order to 
bear the judgment due to us, the wrath of a Holy 
God against Sin—the Creator of all—the upholder 
of all—God—dying for you and for me. "The Son 
of God who loved me and gave Himself for me " 
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(Gal. 2 20), making that mighty stoop, going 
down, down, down, even to the death of the cross. 
Phil. 2. 7, 8. And not only for the glory of God, to ful
fil the purpose of God—but to win our hearts. And 
we need each one to ask ourselves, what return do 
we give for such love? How much do we love 
Him? How long do we spend in His company? 
Our love is shown by how much we desire to be in 
the company of those we love. 

What the Good Shepherd does for the sheep. 
(a) H@ gives each sheep Eternal- Life. V. 28. 

For this reason, because God has g'iven each 
one to Him, v. 29. (See also John 17, 2). But 
we must be careful not to confound Eternal Life 
with eternal existence. Christ ^ives all who come 
to Him believing, Eternal Life, which means 
capacity to know God. to enjoy Him—known rela
tionship to God as Father, revealed by the Son, 
and apprehended by the Holy Spirit, whom He has 
g'iven. " Thi is L:'re Eternal that they might know 
Thee " John 17, 3; that alone will satisfy us 
throughout the eternal ages. 

(b) Eternal Security. " I give unto them 
Eternal Life, and they shall never perish." V. 28. 

Everyone who belongs to Christ, who has the 
Divine nature, is held by two hands. The pierced 
hand of the Saviour, and the Omnipotent hand of 
the Father. V. 28, 29. So the feeblest saint is 
as safe as if he were already in Heaven. If one of 
His saints were to perish, Christ would have failed 
to carry out God's will. It is necessary for the 
glory Of God that every one should reach home 
safely. Do I hear some say, then a christian can 
do as he likes, live as he pleases? Yes, he can. 
for those who are, born again have the divine nature 
—the Holy Ghost indwelling and empowering, so 
that that one loves what God loves—loves 
righteousness , holiness, and if he really did what 
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he liked, he would never sin again. The flesh may 
take advantage of God's grace, and does, sad to 
say. Oh! the meanness of it! And we fall—then 
God comes in and deals with us in discipline. We 
go astray, get hardened, then God uses the rod— 
it may be sorrow, sickness, death, for sometimes 
He takes His sheep out of the way, because they 
have failed to judge themselves. 1 Cor., 11. 30. 
Doubtless there are thousands to-day who have 
fallen asleep, because of this, when they might still 
be witnessing for Him in this scene of His rejection. 

(c) He knows each one individually. He calls 
them by name. V. 3; 

The name in Scripture is always descriptive. He 
knows all His sheep—knows and loves them per
fectly. He speaks to each individually and 
directly when alone with Him. 

If you want to hear His voica get alone with Him. 
There is one great lack among the saints to-day. 
We do not get alone with Him as we should. When 
we do, we hear His voice speaking to us in mar
vellous love—also telling us of our wondrous 
future. 

(d) He leads them. He goes before them and 
they follow. V. 4. 

Follow the path He has marked out. 

Let me ask my reader—Are you following His 
path? He always leads in the path of righteous
ness; are you righteous in everything you do? He 
leads in the path of separation from the world. 
Are you walking separate from! the world which 
scorned, derided, put Him out—murdered Him ? 
He leads in the path of holiness. Are you walking 
in it, do you love all that which is good? 

It is a wondrous privilege to be called to follow 
the pathway the Saviour trod here. Angels may 
well envy it. Are you treading in the footsteps 
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marked out by the Son of God? If you are not 
following, you will never reach Heaven. But every 
born again one is following, it may be very feebly, 
it may be at a distance, but every one who has the 
Divine Nature who is cleansed by the precious 
Blood, appreciates what God does, and loves Christ, 
so, in some measure, treads the path He trod. 

(e) Then He feeds His Sheep. 

John 6, 53-54 is once for all—the believer has 
appropriated the death of Christ and obtained Life. 
But verse 57, "As the Living Father hath sent Me, 
and I live by the Father, so he that eateth Me, even 
he shall live by M e , " is continuous. Our lives need 
nourishment, and as we continually feed on His 
death, so we experience the love of Christ in 
giving Himself, and we become nourished and 
strengthened. 

" To him that overcometh will I give to eat of 
the Tree of Life." Rev. 2, 7. Christ Himself, 
who forms the centre of God's Paradise. And even 
there, we shall never forget the cross, but go over 
the pathway with Himself. Throughout Eternity 
our theme will be—"Thou art worthy . . . for Thou 
was s lain." 

(f) The Shepherd leads all the sheep together. 

There used to be two folds, but now there is one 
flock. And we are called to recognise the unity 
God has made, not make one ourselves. One flock, 
one family, one Church of God. And we are each 
one responsible to refuse everything contrary to 
this unity. 

III. The Great Shepherd. 
Is He competent? Crucifixion looked like weak

ness. Burial like defeat. But He was great by 
Resurrection. The Resurrection of Christ, the 
Mighty Victor-—the first-born from among the 
dead proves Him to be competent, proves that all 
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the claims of God have been righteously met. He 
was "delivered for our offences and was raised again 
for our justification." Rom. 4, 25. 

Three great proofs— 

(1) The Rent Vail, 
(2) The Empty Tomb, 
(3) The Throne in the Glory. 

on which He sits, our Living, Risen Ascended 
Head, who is now our Great High Priest and Ad
vocate, in the presence of God for us. 

IV. The Chief Shepherd, i Pet. 5, 4. 
Elders in the Church have the privilege to feed 

the flock of God, those whom God has purchased by 
His own Blood. To take charge of the flock, not 
for gain, not for honour, not to get a name or place, 
but to feed—to instruct, to build up. And there 
is a wondrous future for them. A crown of glory 
for their work. But al! may have this crown of 
glory, not only those who have charge of the flock 
—but whoever seeks to minister Christ in helping 
the sheep, in however small a measure, the Lord 
takes note of that—He never forgets. 

If you feel doubtful about this crown of glory, 
let me tell you that all will have the crown of life, 
for God gives that to all who love Him, and every 
true christian loves Him. 

The crown of Life is Life triumphant over death, 
and every saint will have that, for all will be trium
phant over death, and so crowned with Life. 

And what shall we do with our crowns ? I think 
we shall just cast them at His feet, and say, "Not 
um.o us, but unto Thee be the glory." No taking 
of any glory to ourselves. "And when the Chief 
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown 
of glory which fadeth not away ." 1 Peter, 5, 4. 
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Every christian suffers with Christ, because he 
has the Divine Nature, so feels things as Christ 
did. We suffer for Him when we own His Lord
ship, to take up His cross and follow Him; in this 
world which has rejected Him and cast Him out. 
And, when He shall appear, we shall also appear 
with Him; in glory. Col. 3, 1-4. And the world 
will then see that we are loved with the same love 
as Christ is. John \j, 21-23. 

ui IM m 
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CHAPTER XII. 

8EVEN ASPECTS OF THE WORK OF CHRIST. 

Read Gen. 4. 2.9; Ex. 12. 1-14, 17; Gen. 3. 14-16, 21; Num. 
21. 2-9; Ex. 17. 1-10; Ex. 14. 21-31; Josh. 3. 10-17. 

All these passages are types of the death of 
Christ. 

(1) The Way of Approach to God. 
Abel's Lamb. Gen. 4, 2-9. 

Cain and Abel both believed in God, both brought 
Him offerings; but Abel was a type of the man of 
faith, who approached God by the death of an
other. Cain of the natural man, who failed to 
recognise the breach between a holy God and man, 
bringing a beautiful offering of the fruit of 
the ground which God had cursed. Not re
cognising that death was his portion and that he 
must be saved by the death of another. 

" By faith Abel offered unto God a more excel
lent sacrifice than Cain" (Heb. 11,4) and in doing 
so he approached God on the ground of death, own
ing thereby that he was a sinner. He approached 
Him in the only right and proper way, through the 
shedding of blood, without which atonement could 
not be effected, and the righteous claims of a holy 
God met. His offering was accepted, and by it 
" he obtained witness that he was righteous. 

In our case,, the "more ^excellent sacrifice" is 
Christ. We participate in it by faith. He through 
faith becomes ours in death. We stand before 
God on the ground of His death. His shed blood 
has made atonement for sin and we are accepted 
according to the value God has placed upon His 
work, a value He has expressed by raising Him to 
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His own right hand in Heaven. To see by faith 
Christ there, is to see the sacrifice accepted, for 
Christ there, is the proof of the perfection of His 
work in death, and God's satisfaction of it for it 
has fully met the claims of God's holiness and 
righteousness. 

God can accept nothing until the right relation
ship is established. Man is at a distance from 
Him, death is his portion; he cannot approach the 
holy God save through the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Door of John 10. He is only "made 
nigh by the blood of Christ ." Eph. 2, 13. 

The one and only thing to put a man right mor
ally, positionally, judicially, is the cross of Christ. 
There we see perfect holiness, perfect righteous
ness, perfect love. And the only way to under
stand God's dealings with us is through the cross. 
We must never interpret God's love by His ways, 
but always by the Cross. Never by what He seems 
to be doing, but always by what He has done. Then 
—although we may not understand His ways—yet 
we know Him, and can trust Him, because of the 
cross, and "God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ ." Gal. 6, 14. 
Only thus are we able to pursue the pathway m 
faith. 

(2) Shelter by the Lamb.—The Passover. 
Ex. 12, 1-14 17. 

This second incident brings before us shelter 
by the blood of the Lamb. God approaches 
man in judgment, and the question is, "how is he 
to escape? " God as judge knows no respect of 
persons. "All have sinned," and come under His 
wrath. The only shelter from judgment is by sub
stitution and identification—sheltered by the blood 
of the Lamb of God's own providing. 

The Lamb of God has a two-fold aspect, that of 
Deity, and Manhood, and He alone is adequate to 
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meet all God's righteous requirements. No created 
being could, only the Lord Jesus Christ, God's 
Lamb, who became Man, not relinquishing His 
Deity, but bringing into Manhood all the resources 
of it. 

There is sufficient value in the cross of Christ to 
save everyone, but everything depends on being 
identified with the One who died—sheltered by the 
blood, then feeding on the roast flesh for strength, 
whil-e we journey through the wilderness. Not 
raw, but roast, for God poured the whole weight 
of His wrath against sin on the Lamb of His pro
viding, nothing came between the victim and the 
fire—"He spared Him no t . " Rom. 8, 32. 

Some deny this, so eat of it raw. But as we 
individually feed on this wonderful expression of 
the death of Christ, that " He loved me and gave 
Himself for m e . " Gal. 2, 20; that He bore the 
penalty of sin due to me, so are we strengthened 
for the journey. The reason why oftimes we are 
so weak and not pursuing the pathway through the 
wilderness with vigour, is because we are not feed
ing on the roast flesh. If we feed continually, we 
are marked by vigour and devotedness, and Christ 
is precious to us. 

But we cannot feed upon the roast flesh unless 
we keep the Feast with " unleavened b read . " 
Leaven speaKs of sin, and if we are sheltered by 
the blood, and feeding on the roast flesh, we must 
be marked by practical holiness. We cannot un
less we are practically righteous. "Christ, our 
Passover, is sacrificed for us, therefore let us keep 
the Feast not with old leaven, neither with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the un
leavened bread of sincerity and t ru th . " 1 Cor. 
5 7-8. 

Our whole life should be characterised, and our 
walk marked, by practical holiness, by Godlikeness, 
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by Chris tlikeness, never for a moment tolerating 
things which grieve the Holy Spirit. 

COATS OF SKIN. 

(3) Clothed in His Righteousness. Accepted 
in the Beloved. Gen. 3, 14-15, 20-21. Here we 
see the place the death of Christ gives us before 
God. Not now the aspect of approach or shelter, 
but clothed in Christ. 2 Cor., 5, 17-21. 

God first pronounced judgment on sin, then 
clothed Adam and Eve in skins of animals, whose 
blood had been shed, killed by Himself, and it is a 
great thing to know we are not simply clothed, but 
also " accepted in the Beloved." Eph. 1, 6. 
Severed from the first man and linked up with the 
Second Man from Heaven, of the same class of man
hood as He is—His life communicated to us, His 
place of favour ours, of His origin, a new creation, 
and every christian is so clothed in all His accept
ability, and is the righteousness of God in Him. 
The Lord Jesus Christ Himself our Righteousness, 
the only competent One, who perfectly manifested 
and glorified God. 

(4) The Brazen Serpent Aspect. Numbers 21, 
2-9. Christ " made s in ." 2 Cor., 5, 21. He; be
ing God, yet made that mighty stoop, of Phil. 2, 
6-8, taking upon Himself, the likeness of sinful 
flesh, humbling Himself, becoming obedient unto 
death, " even the death of the Cross." And there, 
God—the Holy God—dealt with Him about the 
question of sin. There on the Cross He was made 
a Curse (Gal, 3, 13); and He was there as my re
presentative. There He died, and in His death 
everything came to an end—an end of all flesh be
fore God. Nevertheless sin is in us, as black in 
the christian as in the unbeliever, and we need 
to hold tight to this aspect of the Brazen Serpent. 

It is a great thing to look at things from the 
Divine standpoint, "No more I; but sin that dwelleth 
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in m e . " Rom. 7, 20. " Not I, but Christ liveth 
in m e . " Gal. 2, 20. 

We are a new Creation, of a new order, and the 
death of Christ is the foundation, a righteous 
basis. Christ, bearing the judgment of God against 
sin, due to me, so God can come out in blessing. 

THE SMITTEN ROCK. 
(5) The Rod of Judgment. Ex. 17, 6. The 

smitten rock, the self-emptied rock, and God 
standing on the rock, and life flowing out of it is 
a beautiful type of the death of Christ. This aspect 
of the death of Christ shows its connection with 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. Every christian is in
dwelt by the Holy Ghost and He alone gives the 
power of deliverance. Sin is in us, but the Holy 
Ghost can deliver from its power, so that sin shall 
not have dominion over us. 

The Holy Ghost is viewed in three ways— 

(1)—As our Refreshment, as a source of Divine 
satisfaction. He delights to make much of Christ 
when He is ungrieved, occupying us with Him. 

(2)—As a channel of Refreshment to others. 
our vessels so full that they overflow and others 
benefit. 

(3) As the One who dwells in us and empowers 
us, so that we do not come under the power and 
dominion of sin. 

With the reception of the Holy Ghost there is al
ways conflict, " then came Amalek " Ex. 17 (a 
type of the flesh); but with the Holy Ghost there is 
unlimited power and practical deliverance. 

REDEMPTION BY POWER.—Ex. 14, 21-31. 

(6) The Red Sea or Redemption by Power is a 
type of Christ in death and resurrection, severing 
the christian from the world, and all that holds him 
in bondage. 
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The christian is dead to the world, and the death 
of Christ is that which has severed him. But how 
is this true practically? Are we living as though 
we were severed completely, eternally, from the 
world which murdered Christ and put Him out? 
God would have our hearts, with their motives and 
aims, completely severed from its course, and the 
world should be to us a crucified thing because of 
its treatment of the Son of God. Gal. 6, 14. 

(7) The Jordan. Josh. 3, 10-17. A type of 
the death of Christ, but its significance is self-
wards. The Believer not only died in the sight of 
God with Christ to sin, but in him also, a victorious 
power is placed; introducing us into resurrection 
Life beyond death, and all the blessings which are 
ours in virtue of our union with our Risen Lord. 
We can reckon ourselves " dead . . . to sin; but 
alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
Rom. 6, 11. 

But directly we begin to appropriate in the power 
of faith the blessings which belong to us, to take 
possession of our heavenly btessings, we find, as 
Israel did, conflict—the whole atmosphere is ad
verse—Satan hates us appropriating our spiritual 
blessings, and the conflict with spiritual foes, 
which would hinder faith's appropriation, is intense 
and unremitting. Eph. 6, 1-10. 

As we endeavour to enter in, they contest 
our approach so as not to let us enjoy them. 
But, it is our responsibility to clothe ourselves with 
the " whole armour of God," so that we may be 
able to resist all attacks of the evil one. 

PI a is 
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CHAPER XIII. 

SIX SUPPERS. 

(1) The Gospel Supper. Matt 22. 1-14. 
Two invitations sent out. First to the Jew; 

second to the Gentile. The invitation refused by 
the Jews—they made light of it—they would not 
come, but God's purpose was not to be thwarted. 
The call went out to the Gentiles, " and the wed
ding was furnished with gues t s . " 

There are three courses to the Gospel Banquet. 

(a) Forgiveness of Sins. Man must own he is 
guilty, lost, helpless, and take the wedding gar
ment provided. 

(b) The Knowledge of Relationship. John 1, 12. 
" Sons of God." We begin with the knowledge 
of sins forgiven, knowing that we are justified, but 
there is more than that. We know relationship, 
know God as our Father, through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, know He loves us with a mighty om
nipotent, unchangeable love, which nothing can 
break, know we are His children, so that we can 
look up into His face and call Him Father, resting 
and confiding in His love. The Spirit Himself 
beareth witness that we are the children of God. 
Rom. 8, 14-16. Knowing we are sons of God, by 
the Holy Spirit, we can comprehend the love which 
moved the Father to make usi 'such to Himself. 
1. John 3 , 1 . He, to me, Father, I to Him, child—His 
child. Thus it is our privilege to look at all things 
in the light of our Father 's love, and this relation
ship is brought to bear on all we are passing 
through. 
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(c) The Hop© of Glory. Not believing it as a 
doctrine, but as a living hope—hope in Scripture 
is always connected with certainty, never with un
certainty. Something we greatly desire and are 
sure to have. And, if this hope of glory governs 
us what energy it gives! Let me ask: Is this hope 
of Glory yours? Does the thought of companion
ship with the Son of God throughout the Eternal 
ages and your coming forth with Him, when He is 
manifested, a sharer in all the glory he has as 
Man, mean much to you? Does it rule your life? 
Every christian is in Christ now, but not found in 
Him, till His appearing. When He is manifested 
we shall be manifested with Him. i. John, 3, 2. 

All christians partake of the first course, many 
of the second, but very few of the third. Very 
few rise to the dignity which is theirs, that they 
shall be like God's Son in manhood, sharers of His 
Glory, in perfect suitability to Himself. " Blame
less in the day of our Lord Tesus Christ ." 1 Cor., 
1, 8. 

(2) The Lord's Supper. 
Instituted just before His Death. The Pass

over looked forward to what was coming, 
the Lord's Supper—a memorial feast looks 
back to that which has taken place. The 
Bread speaks of our Lord's body given for us—the 
end of all flesh before God. The Wine, of His 
Precious Blood, the great price by which forgive
ness of sins was obtained. The Holy Spirit is 
present at the feast to remind us of the greatness 
of the cost. The only One competent to accom
plish salvation bore the judgment, endured God's 
wrath against sin on our behalf, and exhausted it, 
so that at the Cross there was a complete end of 
our history as fallen man. 

The beauty and grandeur of it all is, that while 
He was one with the Father in His love and com
passion towards fallen man, yet it was individual 
love, too. Christ bore the judgment due to me 
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because He loved me and gave Himself for me. 
Gal. 2, 20. 

This magnificent truth of the Son of God coming 
into Manhood to die and to bear the judgment due 
to me is brought home in power by the indwelling 
Spirit. Why did the Blessed Saviour institute this 
feast? Because He knew how apt we were to for
get His love, how fickle, and how we constantly 
need to be reminded of the greatness of His love 
—the vastness of it. What creatures of change 
we are to be sure. Love always desires to be re
membered, and when we come together on the 
Lord's Day to remember His Death, He Himself is 
in our midst, the thrice Holy God who cannot toler
ate sin. 

He gives us the privilege before we come to
gether of judging ourselves. He first nuts the 
sword of judgment in our own hands to judge our
selves of all which grieves the Holy Spirit, but if 
we fail to do this, He will deal with us in discipline. 
1 Cor. 11 . 28-32. 

(3) The Supper we make for Him. John 12 1-3. 
When our hearts go out to Him in praise, thanks
giving and worship. Then it is that we make Him 
a supper. John 12, 1-3, should mark every chris
tian. Lazarus, a picture of a saint in communion, 
sitting with Himself at the table. Mary in the 
attitude of worship; Martha in the attitude of lov
ing service. 7tie Lord looks for our love, He 
wants us to be in communion with Him always. He 
values our love far more than anything we do for 
Him. Let me ask you, How much have you 
spent in His company to-day, consciously? Never 
let a day go< by without visiting Gethsemane and 
Calvary, for that will cause your heart to go out 
in love and longinp to see Him more than anything 
else. He did all that for me. But it is impossible 
to be in communion with Him if the slightest sin 
is tolerated, or allowed to pass by, unjudged. 
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Mary's gift was very costly, showing her appre
ciation of Christ, that He was precious to her. 

The reason why there is not more real worship 
on Lord's Day morning is because we have not 
been in communion all the week, so the Holy Spirit 
is not able to occupy us as He delights to do, with 
the Blessed Person of the Lord, and with His 
excellencies. 

Martha here too, is in the right attitude of ser
vice, for Christ is the centre of the feast. It is 
impossible for us to serve Him unless we are in 
communion and know what it is to worship Him, 
for if we really appreciate Christ we desire to serve 
Him. 

John 12, 1-3, ought to mark every christian and 
every company, and when it does, the Lord finds 
delight in that company or individual. 

(4) Supper of Restoration, Rev. 3, 21. 
It is night time in the Church's history and Christ 

is found outside, and not in the midst. A time of de
clension, of great boastfulness and indifference to 
the Person of Christ. Professing christians are 
so occupied with exteriors that they do not know 
He is outside, they do not know that they are in
different to His Person. 

"Hot"-—those who really love Him. "Cold"— 
Opposers— no profession. "Lukewarm"—those 
who hold the name and use the privileges of chris
tians but who are utterly indifferent to His Person, 
have never received Him, have never been born 
again. John 1, 12-13. But even in this dark state 
of things the Lord is looking for some to respond, 
so He saysj " Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock," and this is applicable not to the unbeliever 
but to the believer, the backslider—who is away 
from Him not enjoying communion. The gracious 
Lords shows him or her that His love has not 
changed—He is the same yesterday and to-day and 
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forever, so He says, ' ' Behold I stand at the door 
and knock." 

And may I say here that lukewarm does not 
apply to the believer—He may be a backslider, He 
may have been led astray, He may have got away 
from Christ, but he is not utterly indifferent to Him 
but is always unhappy till restored. The Psalmist 
said, " When I kept silence, my bones waxed old, 
I said i will confess." Ps. 32-3-5. Sorrow, inward 
agony, weakness, no brightness or sunshine, for it 
went "on all day long" until confession, and at 
that point forgiveness is bestowed, and confidence, 
and restoration takes place. 

There1 is a difference between " sup with him and 
he with M e . " The Lord puts things right first on 
our side. When the backslider opens the door He 
shows him His wounds, shows He is not changed; 
that His love is the same Mighty Infinite, Omnipo
tent, unchangeable Love—so restoration takes 
place. He puts us right first then we sup with Him. 
The Holy Spirit takes of His things and shows them 
to us, and in communion we delight to know His 
glory and glories, and have fellowship concerning 
them. The glories of Christ should be paramount 
with the christian. We should delight to be occu
pied with His interests and glory. We need to 
get more to God's side of things, and to ever have 
the glory of God as the goal, as the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself did, who came to display His glorv 
and to express Him. 

(5) The Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 
Rev. 19, 6-10. 

Before Christ comes out to take His 
rightful place to reign as King of Kings this will 
take place—His wife hath made herself ready. 
" His wife " speaks of relationship—enjoyed rela
tionship, "arrayed in white linen." The righteous
ness of saints—the righteous acts which Christ and 
the Holy Spirit have wrought down here, are attri
buted to the Bride clothed in the righteousness of 
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Christ. The Marriage of the Lamb, the culmina
tion of all Christ's labour and sorrow. Is. 53, 11. 

(6) The Supper of Judgment. 
The great supper of God. Rev. 19, 11 21. Christ 

comes out of Heaven to establish His Kingdom. 

God is the Holy God, unchangeable. Who can 
stand before H:m save those in Christ? He hates 
sin to-day, just as much as He did in the days of 
the Flood, and the Tower of Babel. There is no 
change in Him—and to the impenitent—the Christ 
rejector, in that '•day, will be certain judgment, 
awful judgment—for ever shut out from His 
presence. 

But judgment will never be tasted by the believer 
—what lies before him is the glory—close associa
tion with the Lord Jesus Christ throughout the 
Eternal Ages. And when He, as King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, is reigning Head over all we 
shall be with Him. 

IU m yd 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

SATAN'S ATTACKS TO HINDER GOD'S 
PURPOSE. 

(i) An Attack on God Himself. Gen. 3, 14-15-
But God had a Man in reserve, competent to over
throw the enemy. In order to overcome, however, 
He must come into manhood, suffer and die " tha t 
He might destioy (bring to nau^hO him that 
had the power of death, that is the devil." Heb. 
2, 14-16. " Bruise his head ." But God's Man 
was more than man, He was the " brightness of 
God's glory, 'the express image of His Person." 
Heb. 1 , 3 . " H i s Name is called the Word of 
God." Rev. 19, 13. "And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory as 
of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and t ru th . " John 1, 14. "And in Him dwelleth 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." Col. 2, 9. 

There is still a great warfare going on between 
good and evil, between light and darkness. 

Satan is ever seeking to hinder God's purpose 
of having around Himself, throughout the eternal 
ages, a family, all answering to His own nature of 
light and love. Eph: 1, 4. All conformed to the 
image of His Son. 

(2) An Attack on Life. Satan was behind 
Pharaoh seeking to destroy all the male children, 
and by so doing, the Deliverer whom God would 
raise up. Ex,. 1, 22. Again, he was behind Herod, 
seeking to destroy the Christ of God. 
Matt. 2, 16: At the Baptism of the Lord 
Jesus, the Father publicly acknowledged the 
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Son by the threefold sign—the open Heaven, 
the descent of the Holy Ghost, and the voice from 
Heaven—saying, "This is My Beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased." Satan thus knew Him as 
God's Mighty Champion, and sought to turn Him 
from the path of obedience and dependence at the 
very outset of His ministry. 

But, our Blessed Lord's one great thought was 
to do the will of God, His one great motive to carry 
out His purpose, every action being done that God 
might be glorified. 

God's great thought was that man should be de
livered from the power of sin and Satan, and linked 
up with His Son in companionship, throughout the 
Eternal Ages; and the only One fully competent to 
accomplish His purpose of bringing " many sons 
to glory " was His Beloved Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He became Man, entered into this sphere 
of sin and death, and went to Gethsemane and Cal
vary as the willing Sacrifice. There, God treated 
Him as the Sacrificial Victim, sparing Him not 
(Rom. 8, 32), but pouring the whole weight of His 
wrath against sin upon Him and hiding His face 
from Him, while He was "made s in" because He, 
the Holy God, could not look upon it. Ps. 22, 3. 

God did not leave Him in death, but raised Him 
up, thus declaring Him to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead. Rom. 1, 4. And He 
is now the federal Head of another order of man
hood. God's purpose is accomplished. Christ, 
the Mighty Champion of God, has triumphed. He 
is exalted to God's right hand in glory and linked 
with Him throughout the eternal ages, another 
order of manhood, who through death and resur
rection are "accepted in the Beloved." Eph. 1, 6. 
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(3) An Attack to hinder Sanctification. Ex. 14, 
5-9, 

Satan does not want us to be separated from the 
world. 

God caused Israel to pass through the Red Sea, 
destroying Pharaoh and his host, separating Israel 
entirely from Egypt. The Red Sea is a type of the 
death and resurrection of Christ. And the death of 
Christ has severed every christian from 
the world. Every believer is perfectly 
sanctified, because in Christ; as Christ 
Himself, but every believer is not practically 
sanctified. Satan ever seeks to hinder practical 
sanctification, just as Pharaoh sought to hinder 
Israel, by compromise, from serving God. Ex. 8, 1, 
God said, through Moses, "Let my people go, that 
they may serve Me ," Pharaoh answers "Sacrifice 
in the l and ." V. 25. But we cannot serve God and 
go on with the world at the same time (v. 27). 

" We will go for three days ' journey into the 
wilderness," says Moses. Three days—speaking 
of the death and Resurrection of Christ—entire 
separation from the world, its enjoyments, its poli
tics, etc. " Go not far away ," says Pharaoh (v. 
28), and again "leave the children behind" Ch. g, 
13; ch. 10, 9-11. We are to refuse for our chil
dren everything contrary to Christ, to so order our 
homes m such a way as to bring 
blessing. Never leave the children behind 
in the land. " Let your flocks and your 
herds be s tayed," finally pleads the haughty 
monarch. 10, 24-27. But there must be no divorce 
between Christianity and business. "We are not 
our own, we are bought with a price," and God 
looks for practical sanctification in ourselves, in 
our homes, in our business, in everything and Satan 
is ever seeking to hinder this. 

(4) Amalek (ch. 17, 5-14). In this passage we 
have a type of irhe Lord Jesus Christ, the Rock 
smitten by the rod of Divine justice in consequence 
of which a river of Life flows out. Running water 
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is a type of the Living Water, the Gift of the Holy 
Ghost given to indwell every believer. Immedi
ately Amalek, a type of the flesh, comes showing 
the antagonism between the christian and the 
world, between the Holy Ghost and, the flesh. Every 
true christian has the Holy Ghost indwelling, but 
he also has the flesh, and there is bound to be con
flict, and Satan strives to turn us from submission 
to God. 

How are we to succeed against him? The answer 
is in ch. 17, 11-13. Moses' hands were upheld by 
Aaron (speaking of Christ's perfect strength), and 
Hur (of Christ's perfect purity). The Apostle Paul 
said, " I can do all things through Christ which 
s t rengthened m e " Phil. 4, 13. Christ gives power 
through the Holy Spirit, so we are empowered by the 
Holy Ghost within, and Christ above. Two- blessed 
Advocates, one on earth, the other in Heaven—a 
fulness of power. This power comes out in the 
life, and delivers practically. 

There can be no improvement of the flesh, but 
there is no reason why the flesh should prevail, for 
every christian is in Christ, united by the Holy 
Ghost, who empowers and delivers from the thral
dom of sin. 

If this is not our experience, it is because we are 
grieving the Holy Spirit. We need to be most care
ful as to the literature we read, as to our conversa
tion and as to the company we keep, in order to rise 
up to the great dignity which is ours, and to per
petuate the life of Christ here in this scene of His 
rejection, so that when men see us they may see 
Christ. We need to put Him on in all our ways, 
so that there may be a perpetuation of Light in 
this dark scene. 

(5) Satan seeks to hinder the people from enter
ing the land, Numb. 23. 

Satan does not know God as we know Him—he 
does not know that He never changes, but acts 



OF THE LATE CHARLES HlCKMAN. 105 

according to His own purpose of Infinite Love. We 
know that what He says, that He will bring to pass. 
V. 19. Satan was behind Balaam, the determined 
enemy of God's people, but every effort of his to 
curse the people only brought out their blessings 
in greater prominence. Hath He said and will He 
not do it? Hath He spoken and will He not bring 
it to pass? 

(a) Sanctification (v. 9). " Lo, it is a people 
that dwelleth. alone"—separate. If true of Israel 
how much more true of the Church to-day, chosen 
in Christ, separated from the world, marked out 
for Himself. 

Christ in glory is the pattern of our sanctifica
tion, and we are called to set our affections, centre 
them, not on things of the world, but on Himself 
yonder. Col. 3, 1-2. 

We may lose things here, as the children of Israel 
did, but what do we gain ? God's favour—the 
Father 's guidance—the Saviour's care, and He 
will not finish with us till spirit, soul and body are 
"conformed to the image of His Son." Rom. 8. 29. 

(b) Justification (v. 21). " H e hath not beheld 
iniquity in Jacob, neither hath He seen perverse-
ness in Israel. Jehovah his God is with h im." God 
says this, and God always speaks the truth (yet 
what were they at that time?) He was looking at 
Israel nationally, in Christ, so He did not see per-
verseness or iniquity. And we are not only for-
given7 but justified through His precious blood. 
Through His goodness sins are forgiven, all offences 
pardoned. There is nothing against us as to 
offences, for God has justified us in the Person of 
His Son, who was "delivered for our offences, 
and raised again for our justification." Rom. 4, 25. 

We are so linked up with the Blessed Person of 
His Son that when He passed through death we 
passed through in the Person of our Representative 
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and Substitute. We died with Christ, and as dead, 
sin has no claim on us, for we are dead to it, and 
a new life has been communicated to us, identified 
with the risen, ascended, glorified Man, Christ 
Jesus. 

(c) Marked by Beauty and Power (ch. 24, 5). 
The nation is described as a lion (v. 9). This will 
be true in the last days. They will be according 
to God's mind, beautiful. Also marked by power, 
a delight to Him. And this is true of the Church 
even now. We are left down here in order to reflect 
Christ that all the many perfections of the Saviour 
may shine out in us. 

But, how sadly has the professing church failed 
as to this! It will be true in the future, for every
thing in that City will speak of the perfections of 
Christ—everywhere beauty, the fulness of the 
glory of God. We shall also be marked by power; 

If the power of an ungrieved Spirit is working in 
us, we shall either at tract to Christ, or repel. Men 
will not want to be in our company. If all the indi
vidual members of the Church of God, in their pri
vate walk and life, were walking in the power of 
an ungrieved Spirit, what a power for Christ they 
would be? An unbeliever could not come into their 
company without being conscious of their power. 

(d) The Blessedness of the People who are await-
the Coming of Christ (ch. 24, 17). In a two-fold 
way (1) as a Star (2) as a Sceptre. After the 
coming of the Lord for His Church, there will be a 
fearful time of persecution, and those under trial 
and pressure will be looking for the Appearing of 
Christ. When He sways the sceptre, He will put 
down all unrighteousness, everything contrary to 
God. 

(6) An Attack to hinder the people from enjoy
ing the Land (Joshua 3, 10-17). They crossed the 
Jordan without opposition, but directly they began 
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to take possession, there was conflict. Satan ever 
endeavours to keep us from enjoying the heavenly 
position which is ours. There is nothing he hates 
more, or seeks to hinder more, than that we shall 
apprehend our spiritual blessings in Christ and en
joy them now. We observe here three things— 

(a.) Circumcis on, which speaks to us of the death 
of Christ, practically apprehended—not merely as 
n doctrine. When Christ was cut off, then every be
liever was cut off; separation from sin, from the 
world, and from everything which is contrary to 
God. 

Christ touched sin once, when He was made it, 
henceforth He has nothing to say to it, and in this 
He is our model. Pom. 6 10. We died with Christ 
and as dead, sin has no claim on us, because we 
are dead to it "We who died to sin, how shall we 
live any longer therein?" Rom. 6. 2. 

(b) Warrior's Food.—The/ ate of the corn of 
the Land. Josh 5, 11. And if we are to do battle 
with mighty foes we need food for warriors and we 
eat this when we meditate; appropriate; apprehend 
and rejoice in the glorious destiny wh'ch is ours. 
God came in and raised the Lord Jesus out of 
death, seating Him at His own Right Hand in Glory 
givinr? Him the place of supremacy, Head of a new 
Creation entirely. Every believer is seated in 
heavenly places in Christ, and will one day be like 
Him and with Him; and when He sways the sceptre 
on the Throne, we who have suffered with Him 
here in this scene of His rejection will reign with 
Him, sharing all the glory God has given Him as 
Man. 2 T im. 2, 12. 

(c) Christ known as Captain of the Host (Josh 5, 
13-15). Thay needed a Leader. Joshua's hope 
was in God, he exercised confidence in Him, fall
ing on his face—worshipping Him. "What saith 
li'-y Lord unto His servant?" 
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And if we seek to apprehend and enjoy the 
heavenly blessings which are ours, these three 
things will be true of us too. There is to-day 
a great lack among the people of God; an 
absence of apprehending the greatness of the 
purpose of God, a failure to apprehend the length 
and breadth and depth and height of that purpose, 
and to know the love of Christ which passeth 
knowledge. Eph. 3, 18-19. 

May the Holy Spirit keep our eyes fixed on the 
grandeur of the destiny which is ours, to be like 
His Son, in perfect suitability to Himself, com
panions throughout the eternal ages, sharers with 
Him when He conies forth to reign. 

(7) An attempt to hinder Christ from seizing His 
inheritance. (Rev. 10, n-16). The time will come 
when the Man Christ Jesus, who suffered and died 
here, will come forth to reign. Then a trinity of 
evil will rise up against Him and be gathered to 
oppose " the Man whom God delights to honour" 
and exalt. This trinity of evils consists of the 
beast, the false prophet (who are both cast alive 
into the Lake of Fire), and Satan, who is bound for 
1,000 years. 

There is a mystery about the Person of Christ, 
that no created being, none, but the Father, can 
understand. "His Name is called the Word of 
God." V. 13. 

The opposing force is put down, and a rule of in
flexible righteousness begins. The only form of 
Government according to the mind of God is auto
cratic despotism, and the only One competent for 
this position is our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
God's Man—the One who was His Fellow. 

(8) The last and final attempt of Satan to hinder 
the purpose Of God (Rev. 20, 7). After the 1,000 
years Satan is loosed for a season out of his prison, 
and goes forth to deceive the nations, to hinder 
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them from bowing to the One God—to hinder the 
purpose of God in reference to the Christ of God, 
whom God hath highly exalted. Phil. 2 , 9 . 1 Cor., 
15, 24-29. "God will be all in al l" but all authority 
has been given to Christ, who controls the Universe 
for God; and when this time comes we shall be 
with Him, sharing in all His acquired glory which 
He has as Man. John 17, 22. 

Seeing then that these things shall be, " what 
manner of persons ought we to be in all holy con
versation and godliness, looking for and hasting 
unto the coming of the Day of God?" 2 Pet. 3, 11. 

And how insignificant earth 's grandeur and glory 
Should be, with the grandeur of such a destiny be
fore us ! 

May the Holy Spirit so keep our eyes fixed on 
the grandeur of our destiny, apprehending that for 
which we were apprehended (Phil. 3, 12) that with 
greater purpose of heart we may pursue the path
way; perceive the grandeur of being like Christ, and 
with Him, perfectly suited for His companionship 
throughout the Eternal ages. 

M m m 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE HANDWRITING OF SOD, 

Three occasions when God wrote; 
Ex. 31, 18; John 8, 6; 2 Cor. 3, 3. 

AT SINAI. 

(1) God wrote as Creator, on the Two Tables of 
Stone. 

God as Creator, entering into covenant with 
man, made demands on His people, the blessings 
of which were conditional. The law was given that 
man might live, but it brought in death. 430 years 
before this, however, God had made an uncon
ditional covenant which was not between two con
tracting parties, so no mediator was needed. God 
declared His sovereign purpose to b'ess. He under
took to bless and did so, according to His own will. 
My purpose is to bless, and I will bless. It was not 
if you do this or that; not if you repent or have faith 
—but because it is My purpose—thus unconditional 
blessing. ! 

But the Second Covenant, when the Law was 
given at Sinai, was (reverently speaking) between 
two parties—rso a Mediator was needed. God on 
one side making demands, the nation of Israel on 
the other. 

God undertook to bless on condition of obedi
ence, but they could not obey, for man in his 
natural state cannot please God. 

The Creator of all; who had given all; surely had 
a right to express His demands, and His command 
was a strange one—love. 
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He wanted a moral correspondence to Himself— 
harmony with His character. God's thoughts are 
always lofty thoughts, and His thought was to have 
a people morally like Himself (Eph. i, 4), loving 
Him—loving each other. His thought was to lift 
man up. 

The unconverted man has no capacity to love 
God, for the carnal mind is at enmity against God. 
Rom. 8. 7: The natural man hates God; hates 
righteousness. 

Then the question may be asked, If man was 
unable to keep the Law, why did God give it? 

"(a) God gave the Law to prove that man could 
not weave a robe of righteousness for himself, that 
through the Law's commandmant, sin might be
come exceeding sinful. Rom. 7, 13. 

(b) The natural man thinks lightly of sin, and 
God gave the Law to show the gravity of sin. After 
the law was given, and man went contrary to it, 
then) sin appeared what it was with an added 
gravity, sin became transgression, " sin is law
lessness ." 

God said: "Thou shalt no t" ; man said " I 
will." Man hated the Law and sin became exceed
ingly sinful, so the curse came. Gal. 3,'io. 

(c) God gave the Law that man might have a 
righteous standard before Him, Life through the 
ministry of death. 

(d) God gave the Law that man might learn his 
incapacity to please Him. The Law was a school
master to bring us to Christ (Gal. 3, 24), a tutor 
showing up man's true condition," utterly helpless, 
ruined, guilty—how man was unable of himself to 
please God, but also, bow man could avail himself 
of a Saviour. 
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The New Covenant, however, was not between 
two, but depended on God Himself. He determined 
to bless men. 

It depends on His faithfulness and His compet
ence to accomplish His purpose. But, if not be
tween two, why the need of a mediator—for Gal. 
3, 20 says: "Now a mediator is not a mediator of 
one, but God is One ." 

Well, God having established His Covenant, a 
mediator was needed to administer in blessing the 
benefits of the new Covenant, and the only one 
competent to effect the work of reconciliation that 
God might have a righteous basis, was the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who reconciled us by the death of the 
Cross. 

We shall never fulty know the greatness of the 
cost, nor the depths into which the Saviour went 
to accomplish the work of reconciliation. We talk 
about it, but do we meditate sufficiently upon it? 

What the saints need to-day is to go often in 
spirit to Gethsemane and Calvary and there medi
tate on the greatness of the cost. The greatness 
of the love of God and the love of Christ. 

(2) Christ wrote (John 8, 1-12). 
God as Son, in Manhood, wrote on the ground. 

Christ came, not to make demands, but to make 
known the love and grace of God. "To wit, that 
God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Him
self." 2 Cor. 5, 18-20. 

He kept the Law, fulfilling all its righteous re
quirements, as He alone could. 

The scribes and Pharisees sought to ensnare the 
Lord by bringing into His presence this woman 
" tha t they might have whereof to accuse Him." 
Where would be His grace if he condemned her to 
be stoned? And if He excused her, He would be 
going contrary to the law. 
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But the gracious Lord knew their hearts; " He 
Stooped down and wrote on the ground," giving 
them time to commit themselves fully to the prin
ciple of the Law, " tha t if a man offend in one point, 
he is guilty of a l l . " Then, when they continued 
asking, said: " He that is without sin, let him cast 
the first stone at he r . " And again he stoops down 
and writes on the ground. 

They were convicted and could not stay in His 
holy presence. 

But the woman remained—a self-confessed 
sinner—in the presence of Christ, the position even 
one that is to receive the blessing must take, for 
God cannot pass by sin. It must either be punished 
in the person who commits it, or through being 
identified by faith with the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Sacrificial Victim, who made that mighty stoop 
into the dust of death (Phil. 2, 6-8) the place of 
judgment. "Thou hast brought Me into the dust 
of dea th . " Ps. 22, 15. 

The One who gave the law, Himself came and 
"stooped down" that the righteous requirements of 
the Law might be fulfilled. 

Thus we can say " who, His own self, bare our 
sins in His own Body on the Tree that we having 
died unto sins might live unto righteousness, by 
whose stripes ye were healed." 1 Pet., 2, 24. 

"God laid upon Him the iniquity of us a l l . " Isa. 
53, 6. He was the only One able to undertake 
this. No created being could ever take the place 
of another. No man was able to "redeem his brother 
nor give to God a ransom for h im." Ps. 49, 7. The 
One to do this must be One on whom God has 
no claim, thus competent to undertake. This the 
Blessed Lord was, and " He tasted death for every 
man." Heb. 2, 9. 
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Every created being owes his power and service 
to God, but here, in the person of the Divine Son, 
steps in One upon whom God had no claim—God's 
equal—God Himself. 

Thus, His work is sure and efficacious. Who 
can limit the power of the precious blood of Christ ? 
" He died for a l l . " 2 Cor. 5, 15. " He tasted 
death for every m a n . " Heb. 2, g. There is suffi
cient value in the blood to save everyone. "Who
soever will " may come under its shelter and be 
saved. 

But we must look at the work of Christ in two 
ways: Propitiatory and Substitutional, when we 
view Him as the Sacrificial Victim. 

(a) As our Propitiation. 1 John, 2, 2. 
God's Love going out to all—the Cross of Christ 

meeting every claim of a righteous God, so that 
H? is able to come out in love and grace, towards 
poor sinners, sin no longer forming a barrier be
cause atoned for. God's holiness, God's righteous
ness, God's purity fully met: and now it is 
righteousness on His part to forgive and save on 
the ground of the work of Christ, seeing the Lord 
Jesus fully vindicated His glory, and met the claims 
of His righteousness and justice by shedding His 
precious blood. The value of the work of Christ 
is unlimited. 

God's first great purpose was to win men's 
hearts, and He makes the Sacrifice of Christ as the 
foundation of His ways in love, and while in the 
Cross of Christ we see forgiveness, yet He wants to 
win men's hearts by the death of His Son, and the 
Holy Ghost still uses the work of the Cross to 
accomplish this. Every true christian is recon
ciled; in other words, loves God. That is the 
great test. 

Do you love God? All the doctrines in Scripture 
cannot save you unless you "love Him who first 



OF THE LATE CHARLES HlCKMAN. I I 5 

loved u s . " 1 John, 4-19. He " who made peace 
by the Blood of His Cross to reconcile all things to 
Himself." Col. 1. 20. 

But then, although Christ died on behalf of all, 
that does not mean that all are saved. No one 
receives the blessing unless he comes into the pre
sence of Christ as a self-confessed sinner. 

And if we are to obtain the blessing, we must be 
identified with the One who died. The Lamb was 
killed but the blood had to be sprinkled. Ex. 12. 
The scope of the sacrifice was for all, but there 
must be identity with the victim, the hand had to 
be laid on the head of the bullock. Lev. 1, 4. 

Our Lord said to the woman " neither do I con
demn thee, go, and sin no more ." The woman 
received the blessing, she was delivered from the 
curse of the Law—but for this death must come in, 
as we see in Rom. 7, 4 and Gal. 3, 13. The law is 
spoken of as a husband. Those under law were 
in the position of the wife. The law had its claim, 
if disobedient or unfaithful; how was it possible to 
escape the curse? 

It can only be escaped by death. We are de
livered by the Body of Christ, for He took our place 
in death, delivering all who believe in His Name 
from the, bondage of the law and from its curse and 
we hence ' ' become dead to the Law by the Body 
of Christ ." Rom. 7, 4. We are delivered by the 
death of Christ in a two-fold way;— 

(1) As to the curse of the Law. 
(2) As to the claims of the Law. 

Christ took our place m death, and we died in 
the Person of our Representative. Christ was made 
a curse for us. Gal. 3, 13. But we are delivered 
not only from the curse of the Law, but also from 
its claims for having died with Christ, the law can 
claim nothing; its claims can only be upon the 
living. 
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We are judicially cleansed by the Precious Blood, 
and morally cleansed by the work of the Holy 
Ghost. To those under 'the New Covenant who are 
born of God and become a New Creation which loves 
God, and what God loves, the law no longer says 
do this or do that, but it is written, "not with ink, 
but with the Spirit of the living God. Not in tables 
of stone, but in tables that are hearts of flesh." 
2 Cor. 3, 3. 

(3) The Holy Ghost writes on the heart 

and He empowers and delivers from the power of sin. 
Not only does He give the power, but also the desire. 
There is therefore no excuse for the christian to 
sin. When we do, it is because we yield' to 'the power 
of sin for " the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ 
Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and 
dea th . " Rom. 8, 2. 

We are not under the Law, we do not keep the 
Law, but if we love God we fulfil the righteous re
quirements of the Law, and reflect Christ; but we 
can only do this by occupation with Him. 2 Cor. 
4; 18; 2 Cor. 3, 18. R.V. 

As we gaze on His glory we shall understand the 
greatness of the love of the Saviour in a way we 
have never done before, and the greatness of the 
mighty stoop He made when He became Man. And 
as we look, we are transformed into the same image! 
and become more Christlike. 

We do not become like Him by effort, purpose 
of heart or even by an act of faith—only by looking. 

As the Holy Ghost occupies us with Him, we be
come transformed " from Glory to Glory." But 
we must be occupied with Him. 

Just as a mirror never struggles to reflect; so 
our hearts must be in the right position—then the 
reflection will be clear. 
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Why so often the Holy Spirit is unable to act in 
these lives of ours, is because we yield ourselves to 
sin. 

We must therefore be careful to turn away from 
all things which hinder and grieve the Holy Spirit; 
To lay aside " the weights " of Heb. 12, 1. 

Often we are not willing to do this; we tolerate 
things which grieve the Holy Spirit and God our 
Father has to come in, in chastening; dealing with 
us in such a way as to take away all which hinders 
occupation with Christ. Not in anger, but that 
His purpose may be carried out to make us morally 
like Christ—the Image He desires us to be occupied 
with. He has to be severe in order to be kind. 
The discipline of the Father explains a great 
many of our sorrows, trials and difficulties His 
object is to remove all those things which hinder 
the outshining of Christ—to take our eyes off 
earthly things and to fix them on the unseen reali
ties the eternal satisfying things—which will 
never pass away. 

We shall soon be in Eternity—Our Lord is com
ing very soon—then we shall see Him face to face 
—no longer through a glass darkly, but face to 
face. 1 Cor. 13, 12. 

And when we see Him we shall be like Him. (1 
John 3, 2, 3)—spirit, soul and body transformed 
into His image. "And everyone that hath this hope 
set on Him purifieth himself even as He is p u r e . " 

m "M m 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

THE BROOKS OF SCRIPTURE. 

i Samuel 17. 38-40; 49-51; John 18. 1-2; Numbers 
13. 23-24; 1 Kings 17. 1-8; T Sam. 30. 8-10; 

Gen. 32. 22-32. 

EACH of the aboye named Scriptures speak 
of a brook. The first is the 

BROOK ELAH. 

David went down there to obtain the stones with 
which he could meet Goliath. He was the one 
whom God had chosen and fitted; there was no one 
suitable to meet Goliath but David. In this re
spect David is a striking type of the Lord Jesus. 
There was no one who could meet the power of the 
enemy and meet the claims of Divine justice except 
the One whom God had appointed. There was no 
one competent to meet those claims but He Who 
was God; and so the Eternal Son came into man
hood, ordained of God. He came here to overthrow 
the power of the enemy and to deliver God's people. 

We are told that David went to the brook and 
chose five smooth stones. Perhaps he chose five 
in his responsibility as a servant; but my impression 
is that there is a deeper reason. Goliath had 
four sons, and when David went forth to meet the 
giant he carried sufficient artillery, not simply to 
overthrow Goliath, but all the family of the giant. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, when he rose from the dead 
was the Mighty Victor over all the forces of the 
devil. Satan, the wicked spirits under him, and 
all the hosts of Hell were defeated by our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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We are told that David went alone. There were 
two armies looking on; on one side the army of 
the Philistines, and on the other side the army of 
Israel. David went alone into that valley to meet 
the giant. Let me say, when the Lord Jesus 
Christ went to Calvary He was alone. He had ro 
bear the wrath of God alone; He does everything 
or He does nothing. He alone met the power at 
the enemy. 

David hasted to meet the giant. He hurled the 
stone that struck the giant in the forehead, 
and the giant measured his length on the ground. 
When David had cut off the giant 's head, and the 
Israelites saw that he was dead, shouts of triumph 
rent the skies. The Lord Jesus Christ went against 
a greater giant than Goliath. He went against 
the giants of Hell, but he did not leave the battle
field until He could raise the shout of triumph " I t 
is finished!" 

David took the giant 's head and carried it to 
Jerusalem, the city of the great King. What a 
triumphant procession it was: every step a step of 
triumph. In David here we have a picture of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in His mighty victory. We are 
told He went on high and took with Him a multi
tude of captives. What I understand by the Lord 
Jesus leading a multitude of captives and making 
a. show of them openly is this: Itf is not that He went 
down to some place below, liberated the saints 
there, and took them up above. The Holy Ghost 
is using a figure which was quite familiar to those 
whom the Apostle was addressing. When a 
general went to war and was successful, he would 
take the king whom he had conquered, and the 
mightiest captains of the armyj and the greatest 
citizens of that land, and he would lead them in 
chains behind his chariot wheel. Now the Lord 
Jesus was the Mighty Victor risen from the dead. 
In figure He takes Satan, death, Hades, all that 
was against His people, captive. He led them in 
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triumphal procession. He made a show of them 
openly. 

After David had won the battle he became the 
centre of attraction. The women came and said 
" Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten 
thousands ." The Lord Jesus Christ said: " If I 
be lifted up from the earth I will draw all unto 
M e . " He did not mean by that, that He would 
draw all without exception; this would be Univer-
salism; a/nd Scripture proves that multitudes will 
perish. What the Lord meant was all, without 
distinction of Jew or Gentile, rich or poor. The 
time is coming when that One Who was lifted up, 
will be the centre of attraction to the wh^ie 
universe, except the damned in Hell. Angels and 
men will all own Him as the worthy One. ! love 
to read Rev. 5. There you see Him in heaven, the 
centre of attraction. The angels are there, and 
the elders are there; the angels are ten thousand 
times ten thousand and thousands of thousands. 
Yes; but Christ is the centre. Every voice speaks 
His praise, " ThOU art worthy, for Thou wast 
slain." May I ask: " Is Christ the centre 
of attraction to you? " He is to every true 
christian. Deep down in your heart can you say 
you love Him? If you do not love Him you may 
believe all these doctrines, but you will go to Hell. 
There is no hope for anyone who is not attracted 
to the Person of Christ. ' 'If any man love not our 
Lord Jesus Christ let him be anathema—mara-
n a t h a . " 

II. Now I would call attention to the second 
brook (John 18. 1-2). David filled with the power 
of the Spirit was conscious that he was going to be 
a victor and it cost him nothing. What about the 
Lord Jesus, We are told He went over the 

BROOK CEDRON. 
He was on His way to Gethsemane and Calvary. 

He was going to meet the power of the enemy. 
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Why did He go to Gethsemane before He went to 
Calvary? He was going to measure the cup of 
wrath which He was about to drink. We some
times offer to do thing's and we do not know what 
it involves. A man may offer to die for his fellow, 
but when he begins to understand what is involved 
in death he may withdraw. The Lord Jesus knelt 
down and prayed, and as He prayed He sweat as 
it were great drops of blood. What caused that 
agony ? He was looking at the cup of wrath which 
He was about to drink. He measured it fully. No 
created being could have measured it because the 
depths are fathomless to the creature. If you can 
say you are saved through the death of Christ, can 
you estimate the greatness of the cost to Him ? 
Never let 24 hours pass without a visit to Geth
semane and Calvary. If we were to apprehend the 
vastness of the price, our hearts would be drawn 
out to Him, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Mighty 
Victor. 

When the Lord Jesus went to the Cross He 
thought of us individually. Never forget that. It 
was not simply that the Lord thought of all His 
people but He thought of each individual. The 
Apostle could say: ' ' The Son of God loved me, 
and gave Himself for m e . " 

The question has been raised " I s it right that 
the innocent should die for the guilty? " It is not 
fair that an innocent creature should die for a 
guilty one, but that is not the Gospel. The Gospel 
is that the Creator, the One who gave the law at 
Mount Sinai, came into manhood and suffered for 
the creature. Now if He saw fit to do so He had 
the right. Then some very shallow-minded people 
have raised the question: " How could the death 
of one atone for the death of millions? " The 
answer lies in the dignity of the Person. A man 
is of far more value than a regiment of worms. 
What about the Creator compared with the worrn^ 
of the earth? 
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III. The third brook to which we would direct 
attention is the 

BROOK ESHCOL. 

I desirje to connect that with the fruit of the 
victory. The spies returned with grapes, pome
granates and figs. Why did they bring the fruit 
back to the wilderness? It was to encourage the 
people to go into the land to possess it. When at 
last they entered the land they did so by crossing 
the Jordan. Now the Jordan gives us a type, not 
so much of Christ's death and resurrection for us. 
but of our death and resurrection with Christ. In 
His death I died; in His burial I was put out of 
God's sight. We are raised up together and seated 
in the heavenlies in Christ, by and by, to be seated 
there with Him in Person. Now every christian 
in God's account has crossed the Jordan. That is 
true of you as being in Christ. You are blessed 
with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in 
Christ. It is a totally different thing to cross the 
Jordan experimentally. What stimulates you in 
your christian pathway? What gives you vigour 
and energy? Some will say " I know that my sins 
are forgiven. I know that the Lord Jesus will 
never let me perish. I am quite sure that one day 
I shall reach heaven." If that is all you can say 
you have not crossed the Jordan experimentally. 
The man who has crossed Jordan experimentally 
apprehends in measure the purpose of God. Sup
pose I were to ask each of you what is the purpose 
of God, I am afraid some of you could not tell me. 
Let me tell you. Before the worlds were created, 
God had purposed that His Son in Manhood should 
head up all things. But not only so; there were to 
be companions linked with Him, who should be in 
perfect suitability. 

When the Man, Christ Jesus administrates tor 
God throughout the universe, we are to be with 
Him, sharers in all His acquired glory. 
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If we did but apprehend the purpose of God, 
everything down here, however good; would appear 
insignificant in comparison. Thank God for home, 
for love and for temporal mercies, but here is 
something overwhelming. I am to be a companion 
of the Son of God! This is to be my portion 
throughout the Eternal Ages. 

I want if I can to bring a little of the fruit to 
tempt some who have not experimentally crossed 
the Jordan. You arie (brought into the perfect 
favour in which the Lord Jesus Christ stands, in 
Manhood, before the Father. It is not simply that 
you are forgiven and are going to heaven. Angels 
v. ill be in heaven. You are brought into the same 
place of favour which the Lord Jesus Christ has 
—I would say with all reverence— that the Lord 
Jesus was in haste to make this known to the dis
ciples; He says: "Go to My brethren and say unto 
them 'I ascend unto My Father, and your Father, 
to My God and your God.' " "Go to My breth
ren ," not to My Apostles. He is not ashamed to 
call us brethren. " He who sanctifies and they 
who the sanctified are all of one . " The Lord 
Jesus beholds us according to divine counsels; He 
sees us as we shall be, the perfect workmanship 
of God; and as such He sees perfect suitability for 
His companionship. 

This, of course, involves that we are the child
ren of God and the heirs of God. Now there is no 
love like the love of relationship. God could have 
saved us had he seen fit, without making us His 
children; but He says, " I am going to do the 
greatest thing I can do. They shall have the dig
nity of sonship. They shall be companions of My 
Son ." We are born of God, and the Spirit of God 
dwells in our hearts to produce the consciousness 
of relationship, so that even now we enter con
sciously into this position of favour. But then, it 
means too that we are heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with Christ. If we think of Christ in Man-
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hood, God haa made Him His Glorious Heir. If 
we think of Christ in Deity, God can give Him no
thing. He created all things, and being God cre
ated all things for Himself. But in Manhood God 
has given the universe to Jesus and we are His 
joint-heirs. I do not think there is a created be
ing can tell you what that means. Think of the 
universe, with its thousands of suns, probably each 
with planets coursing around it. Everything be
longs to Christ, and everything belongs to us as 
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ. We need 
to rise to the dignity of being blessed in Christ with 
all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies. Very 
shortly (the JLord i=( coming,, and we shall enter! 
upon the inheritance with Him. 

Now some one may be saying: " What you say 
is very grand about the future, but what about the 
present? Does God care about me now? " This 
will bring us to 

IV. THE BROOK CHERITH. 

Elijah was a man walking apart before 
God, but he had to suffer. When God's 
hand is stretched out in governmental deal
ings, the saints have to suffer, but still God cares 
for them. God told Elijah 'to go to the brook 
Cherith, and says: " I have commanded the ravens 
to feed thee the re . " Elijah was alone, and a 
fugitive, but God cared; and God is unchanged. 
The God of Elijah is our God. With Him there is 
no shadow of turning. You tell me He does not 
work miracles in our day. I am not so sure of 
that; for the hairs of our head are all numbered, 
and not a sparrow falls to the ground without 
Divine permission. God says, " Come out from 
among them and be ye separate . . . and I 
will be a father unto you, and ye shall be My sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." I do 
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not want to be misunderstood. God cares for every 
child. There is no mistake about that; but here 
we have what is conditional. God said to these 
Corinthians, "You stand for Me. Come out from 
what is contrary to Me, and I will be a Father to 
you. I will stand for you ." My impression is 
that if we really walked in devotedness, and separ
ation from the world, God would be able to show 
Himself more openly on behalf of His people. You 
take Lot. I have often thought the angels were 
ashamed of him. Lot said: "Come into my house." 
" No , " they said; " we will stay in the street all 
n igh t . " It was .only) under pressure that they 
would enter. God is our Father, and He is the 
Lord God Almighty. I want the youngest Chris
tian to have the comfort of i t—that God con
trols the Universe, and He is our Father. He 
knows and cares. I remember the case of a poor 
Christian man who was visiting a Christian woman, 
living in one room. The Spirit seemed to whisper 
tc him: "Give her five shillings." That was all 
the money he had so- he gave her 4s. 6d., but felt 
unhappy, so he went back and said, " I feel 
I ought to have given you sixpence more . " 
Later he discovered that she had been praying for 
something of which she was in need, and which 
cost exactly five shilling's. If we cannot trust God 
for the path, we shall try to look after ourselves, 
and the peace of God will not garrison the heart. 

Now I want you to think for a moment about 

V. The Brook Besor (1 Sam. 30, 8-10). 

David seemed to have lost faith. He went to 
live with the Philistines who gave him the town of 
Ziklag. It seems David had sunk to his deepest 
depths. He who was the Anointed offered to join 
the Philistines against Israel. God in His provi
dence delivered him from that position. When 
David went back with his men to the town of Zik
lag he found it had been burnt to the ground, and 
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his wives and children and all his property taken 
away. His men in their desperation spoke of 
stoning him. David was a man intelligent in God's 
mind; I have no doubt God was dealing with him 
as He deals with His children in government. 
" Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
r eap , " is true of the Christian as well as of the un
converted. If we sow to the flesh we shall of thfe 
flesh reap corruption. We need to think of that. 

But there is another way God deals with us, and 
that is by direct intervention. He takes the rod 
direct. An unconverted person may sin now 
with comparative impunity. God is going to deal 
with them at the Great White Throne. But if you 
are a child of God, He will not tolerate sin; God 
comes in with the rod and smites. 

I think I should have lost heart if I had been in 
David's place, and said, " I have brought all this 
on myself." But David knew God; he encouraged 
himself in the Lord his God, and prayed to God for 
deliverance and God delivered him. But not only 
so. God promoted him to be king over Judah, and 
after that to be over the twelve tribes. 

God's chastening is always for our profit. He 
does not do it in anger; He does it in love. Let 
me say to anyone who is passing through sorrow 
or infirmity, God uses this very discipline to make 
you more effective in His service. By our falls we 
are taught lessons. Let us remember it is a solemn 
thing. " I f ye call on the Father, Who without 
respect of persons judgeth according to every 
man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here 
in fear ." 

The last brook is 

VI. The Brook Jabbok. 
Jacob was returning according to God's direc

tion to his own land. There he had this terrible 
message about Esau's coming with 400 men, and 
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his guilty conscience told him he deserved the 
anger of his brother. Jacob was alone that night, 
and then God comes to deal with him. My impres
sion is that most of us do not know what it is to 
be alone as often as we should. How much time 
do we spend alone with God? Jacob was alone, 
and there wrestled a man with him till break of 
day. This is one of the most mysterious state
ments in Scripture. Jacob was stubborn, he would 
not give way. When the angel found he was mak
ing no headway and the morning was breaking, the 
angel touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh, and 
Jacob was crippled. Now he clings to the angel. 
Jacob said, " I will not let thee go except thou 
bless m e . " The angel said, "What is thy name?' 
In Scripture the name is always descriptive. There 
must be the confession. " I am a cheat, a sup
planter ." The whole truth came out of what he 
was: and He blessed him there. He said, " Thy 
name shall be no more called Jacob, but Israel. '" 
Did you ever go to God and say, " I am Jacob"? 
Did you ever go with self-loathing and say, " I am 
vile; I abhor myself" ? God has to teach us not 
simply that there is a great deal of evil in us, but 
that there is.no good in us. 

When we have learned that we have no strength 
or goodness, we cling to Christ, and the power of 
Christ comes into the life, and we are delivered 
from the domination of sin. We become princes, 
having power with God and power with men. We 
shall never become princes until we have Teamed 
that in ourselves there is no good thing. 

God wants all His people to be princes. The 
Apostle Paul had gone through that experience. 
He says, " When I am weak, then I am s t rong ." 
It is when we have learned experimentally that in 
ourselves there is no goodness that we turn to Him, 
and the power of Chnst comes into our lives. Jacob 
next day crosses the brook, and he halts on his 

is.no


128 MINISTRY AND MEMOIR 

thigh. Some of the young men of the camp might 
say, " Look at Jacob, who was such a strong man 
and a good walker. See him now, he is a cripple." 
They might despise him, but the angels would say, 
"There is a prince, who has power with God and 
power with men . " God is teaching us the lesson 
that in ourselves there is no good, and when we 
turn to Him in the power of an ungrieved Spirit, 
the result will be, we will walk down here as princes 
having power with God and men. 
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CHAPTER XVII, 

CHRIST THE CENTRE. 

The object of the Holy Ghost is to make much of 
Christ by revelation and manifestation. 

Christ is the Centre of Prophecy, the Centre of 
History, the Centre of Holy Scripture, the Centre 
of all—He takes the central place everywhere. 

(i) He is the Centre of the Triune Godhead. 
Matt. 28. 19. " I n the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost." Each person 
of the Godhead is almighty, each person infinite. 
We have an Infinite Saviour, One who has Infinite 
Power, Infinite Wisdom, Infinite Knowledge, In
finite Love. One upon whom God had no claim alone 
could meet our case and accomplish the work of 
Redemption—meeting every claim righteously. 

There is a mystery about the Son which there is 
not about the Father, for the Son is truly God as 
well as truly Man. " In Him dwelleth all the ful
ness of the Godhead bodily." Col. 2. 9. " In Him 
all the fulness was pleased to dwell. Col. 1, yg. 
Omnipotence, Omniscience, always dwelt in Him, 
yet He made that mighty stoop to come into Man
hood, to be the sacrificial Victim. 

(2) Christ in the midst at Calvary. Jno. 19. 18. 
The Infinite Victim making atonement. 

There they crucified Him—Jesus in the midst. 
Reckoned with the transgressors. The heart of 
man revealed. He was without fault, yet in the 
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place of the curse; in the midst of wrath, forsaken 
even of His God, smitten in the midst of death. 
Thou hast brought Me into the dust of death. 

And why all this? 

For the glory of God—that God's heart might 
be revealed. For the salvation of men—a righteous 
basis laid. From love to His Own. Christ loved 
the Church, and from love to me. He loved me 
and gave Himself for me. 

(3) The .Lord in the midst, on Resurrection, 
ground, in Resurrection Power. John 20, 19-23. 
The Mighty Conqueror, the One Who had mightily 
triumphed over the power of the enemy, now the 
Federal Head of another order of Manhood. 

The disciples were gathered together in fear, the 
doors being shut, and He comes and stands in their 
midst and says: " Peace be unto you . . . . 
As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you 

receive ye the Holy Ghost ." 
Why was He sent? That through Him the 

Father might be made known. Why were they 
sent? That He might be made known, manifested; 
That there might be a perpetuation of Light in this 
dark scene, an outshining of His Life through every 
individual believer. But let me ask each: Is He 
made known daily in your life? 

They were to carry the message of forgiveness 
of sins to all. 

(4) The Lord in the Midst. Between God and 
Men, His Love goes out to every one. 

Whosoever will may come" and approach the 
Holy God, through Him, the One Mediator, for 
" There is One God and One Mediator between 
God and Men, the Man Christ Jesus." 1 Tim. 2 5-6. 

" Who gave Himself, a Ransom for a l l . " We 
shall never know the greatness of the cost—the 
greatnessi of God's gift, the greatness of the depths 
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the Saviour went into in order to become the Medi
ator of the New Covenant. We talk about it, but 
do we meditate sufficiently on the cost ? 

(5) "There I am in the midst." Matt. 18, 15-20. 

In the midst of the Assembly, when we gather to 
His Name. He is in the midst of the two or three, 
and the knowledge of His Presence should give 
weight and power. There is never a prayer 
energised by the Holy Spirit but receives an answer. 
Why we so often get no answer is because, al
though right things are asked for, they are not 
energised by the Holy Ghost—the condition of the 
soul is not right. 

(6) " In the midst of the Throne "—Exal ta
tion and Administration in Glory. Rjev. 5, 6. 

The scene is the Glory—following the Coming of 
the Lord — Christ is in the midst, the Centra of 
Heaven's Glory. Man set Him in the central 
place of shame; God has given Him the highest 
place in Glory—the midst of the Throne. He takes 
the Book of Divine Counsels—He alone is worthy 
to open it—and alone competent to accomplish 
God's purpose, to exercise all power on behalf of 
the saints. "Seven horns" Omnipotence, "seven 
eyes " Omniscience—truly God—the One to put all 
things right, by judgment, by a rule of righteous
ness. V. 6. We fall down and worship Him, and 
sing a new song "Thou art worthy . . . for Thou 
wast s la in ." The angels do not sing>, but say, 
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." All Heaven 
and earth acknowledge His claims, and the glory 
due to Him; and we fall down and worship Him 
the Worthy One, Who liveth for ever and ever. 
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(7) Ha is the Centre of God's Paradise. Rev. 
2, 7. 

" The Tree of Life, which is in the midst of the 
Paradise of God." We shall eat of the Tree of 
Life, He is the central object, our hearts go out 
to Him and to each other, because He is the Centre. 
All refreshment, all that is necessary for the be
liever, comes from Him-—the "Tree of Life." This 
is put before the believer in the midst of decline— 
" He that overcometh " shall be satisfied with My 
Love—dwell with Me—be perfectly suited for My 
companionship throughout the Eternal Ages. 

m m m 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

The Seven Churches. Rev. II. III. 

These Addresses have a three-fold application: 
1—To the condition of the Seven Assemblies 

(Churches) then existing. 
2—To the state of the whole Church as set 

forth successively by the local Assembly 
—giving seven successive phases of 
Church history. 

3—To an Assembly or person at any period 
whose position and state might correspond. 

(1) EphesiJS.—The period from the Apostolic age 
to the end of the second century. A great deal to 
be admired, commended, untiring labours, patient 
endurance of wrong, abhorrence of evil, discrim-
ating, rejecting false teachers, but amid all this, 
marked by decline of heart (v. 4) " left thy first 
love." This shows it is possible to be diligent in 
preaching, orthodox in doctrine, to all outward 
appearance as sound as ever, yet the heart cold. 
This is a great sorrow to the Lord, who went down 
unto death to win our affection. The Lord values 
our love more than anything we do, and it is only 
when love is the spring of our activities that our 
service for Him is of any value, and only in the 
measure we are under the sway1 of Divine Love, 
that we can be true witnesses for Him. He calls 
for overcomers, and every true christian is an 
overcomer, born of God, and loves the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

V. 7. Holds out a bright prospect. The Lord of 
Life Himself the Tree of Life. All refreshment, all 
that which is necessary for the believer, coming from 
Him. They shall enjoy His company, feed on Him, 
and be satisfied with His love. 
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In the midst of the decline put before us the over
comer shall be satisfied with My love, dwell with 
Me, be perfectly suited for My companionship. 
Wonderful thought, He will not finish with us till 
spirit, soul and body are blameless (i Thess. 5, 
23), " presented faultless before the presence of 
His glory, with exceeding joy . " Jude 24. 

(2) Smyrna.—Myrrh, suffering death. The 
suffering period. 2nd to 4th centuries, (v. 8 11). 
The Lord speaks tenderly—no upbraiding. Perse
cution is received in two ways—for Christ and as 
Discipline. It is no matter of choice—but by per
mission—and limited. 

They were commended: " I know thy works and 
tribulation and poverty (but thou art r ich . )" 

The Pagan world growing up against Christianity 
—determined to overthrow it; " Tribulation ten 
days"—a time of corrective discipline, but limited 
—to bring back to their first love. Satan is not 
able to touch us apart from Divine permission. We 
may be passing through a time of sorrow or dis
cipline, but all is under Divine control, Divine per
mission and limitation—God our Father loves us 
too much to allow anything to come against us for 
our hurt, everything permitted being His corrective 
discipline. He speaks a word of encouragement. 
They were not to fear—He Himself has passed 
through death—He, the Faithful Witness has gone 
the way before. "He is the First and Last, which 
was dead and is alive." The words are full of 
comfort to those who are about to suffer, to lay 
down their lives for His sake. The reward, " Be 
Thou faithful lunto death and (I wil,l give thee a 
crown of life." Many did, and were upheld by the 
Lord. They saw the dignity of suffering for Him, 
saw the goodness and grandeur of being called to 
suffer, to receive a " Crown of Life." Life vic
torious over death—Resurrection put before every 
martyr. And this is true of every true saint, for 
every over-comer has Life and is triumphant over 
death, and will not be hurt of the second death. 
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(3) Pergamos (v. 12-17).—" Marriage " (from 
4th to 7th Century when Popery became estab
lished). 

The worldly period—the Church and the world 
join hands for the first time—the Church becomes 
friendly with the world, Satan 's dominion, and 
loses its testimony. Worldliness crept in after 
affliction was removed; the Lord commends the 
Angel, representing those truly His, for their works, 
and even dwelling where Satan is; they hold fast 
My Name and have not denied My faith, and 
Antipas " my faithful martyr " (mentioned). But 
the Lord had to condemn—" thou hast there them 
that hold the doctrine of Balaam ' ' and Nicolaitanes 
"which thing I hate." This ig'so true to-day. Whilst 
we are in the world, dominated by sin and Satan, 
we are not Of it, but only strangers and pilgrims, 
passing through—sent into the world, but to walk 
in separation, as strangers here, and the Lord 
holds out a blessed thing to the one who overcomes 
(remember that every saint is an overcomer). 

The Reward.—I will give to eat of the Hidden 
Manna—a type of Christ in Incarnation and humili
ation; referring to the Manna hidden in the Ark of 
the Covenant. 

When we reach the glory we shall have communion 
with Him, about His perfect pathway down here 
which he walked in separation from the world. "A 
white stone " acquittal. The " name " is always 
descriptive in Scripture, indicating the Lord's 
approval. No one knows the name but the 
i-ord and ourselves, a secret communication—ap
proval of our conduct in the measure we have 
walked in separation. 

(4) Thyatira—Dunghill or Cesspool. The Papal 
period—between 7th and 14th centuries—the dark 
ages. The saints of Pergamos were condemned for 
having allowed evil in their midst; here in 
Thyatira for teaching evil. These are commended 
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for works and love, patience and faith. 
Condemned for tolerating Jezebel. But even in the 
midst of these there is a company, whom the Lord 
recognises who have not fallen under evil doctrine 
and to these He holds out the hope of His coming 
(v. 25). The Church of Thyatira will not reform, 
but the individual saints are told to show stedfast-
ness in the midst of so much which might make 
them turn aside. He lays no other burden than 
this, " StedfastnpsS." That which tests ;us alj 
is continuance. To the over-comer in the midst of 
all this evil doctrine a blessed prospect is held out 
in the future—administering not only blessing, but 
judgment, ruling over the nations; but as this 
kingdom may seem very far off He gives something 
to cheer which will precede it—The Hope Of His 
Coming—the Morning Star. 

(5) Sardis. (Chapter 3, 1-6). Escaped or de
livered. The Protestant period. 16th century on
ward. Dead formalism, a name to live but dead— 
their moral condition obnoxious to God—no power, 
many activities—much profession, but not the Lord 
Himself—holding the Truth only in word—never 
having received Him; no heart knowledge. 

The Lord has little to commend in these, but uses 
cutting words. "The few names" seen in Sardis 
who have not denied their garments—those truly 
associated with Himself—white garments the 

righteousness of saints. 

Watchfulness enjoined, and a strengthening of 
what remains. 

The Threat—"I will come as a thief"—to the 
unwatchful, they are treated as the world. 

The Reward—White Raiment; righteousness of 
Saints; name not blotted out of Book of Life; His 
Name confessed. 
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(6) Philadelphia.—Brotherly love; the Revival 
Period! 

A time of Revival—a bright time in the Church. 
The beginning of the igth century. God came in, 
raised up men to preach the Gospel; many were 
converted, the Holy Spirit working in them 
mightily (v. 8). "An open door." Until this time 
few religious activities; now the Gospel spread—Jthe 
Coming of the Lord taught, and Christians 
gathered together for worship, prayer and instruc
tion. 

Three things true of these. 
( i ) V. 8. " Little Strength."—Denoting great 

weakness. Not how much power they possessed, 
but weakness which was made strong in Christ—-
the power of the Holy Ghost on behalf of the indi
vidual who walks in separation. 

(2) " Hast kept My Word "—Treasured— 
guarded—loved it. Because thou has kept the 
word, I also will keep thee from the hour of temp
tation (trial), etc. 

(3) " Not denied My Name." His claims 
are maintained as Son of David, Son of 
Abraham, Son of Man. Conduct in accordance 
with the name they bore, Christlike. They were in 
the presence of great pretensions, and the Lord 
says: " I will make them to come and worship be
fore thy feet, and to know that I have lowed thee." 
V. 9. But let me ask you, are these three things 
true of you ? To these the hope of His coming 
held out, a wondrous future of blessing. "A 
Pillar," denoting strength, prominence. While 
down here despised, thought nothing of, but up 
there—prominence, also permanence. " No more 
go in and out"—" Write on him the name of My 
God." The name descriptive, Godlike in character 
so His name written. Also "the name of the city 
of my God"—showed themselves to be suitable to 
be citizens. " My new name " they had mani
fested the Life of Christ here—one day be per
fectly like Him, " conformed to His I m a g e . " 
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(7) Laodicea.—Justice for the people. The 
Christless period—Apostasy—Boastful, lukewarm
ness and indifference to Christ. Many to-day are 
indifferent to the Person of the Lord. They want 
the name of christians, but not the Christ of God. 
They bear His name, but not His character, 

Christ is outside, but no sense of His a b s e n c e -
complete indifference. There is boasting and self-
satisfaction—"need of nothing". Such are the 
Higher Critics to-day. 

Christ speaks in love, but has no word of com
mendation;' He sees the true conditions: He 
counsels—knocks and waits. 

He knocks.—"If any man open " etc. Christ 
will sup with him and he with Christ. No word of 
commendation here. 

To enjoy His company now and know His interest 
in me— my heart engaged with Him. 

Overcomer's Reward.—Association with Christ in 
public display. Bridal affections alone satisfy. 

The Threat (v. 16).—To those " lukewarm" His 
language is very peremptory—" I will spue 
thee out of My mouth "—utterly rejected as 
nauseous. Nothing more hateful in professors 
than lukewarmness. The threat fulfilled, when at 
the Rapture mere professors are left behind. "To 
him that overcometh will I grant to Sit with Me in 
My throne, even as I also overcame and am set 
down with My Father in His throne." 

"He that hath1 an ear let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the Churches." 
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" " 16 9\otiHng 9^/n. 

16 Large Pages, 
15" x 10" 

Young Folk 
love to paint 
i t s pictures. 
P i c t u r e s on 
e v e r y page 
—suitable for 
every age. We 
have left half f „.„„ 

4 SitHG'F-v*LLANCE«g,GoodraayesWl!;i j the page blank 
1 -I ! > = J i—-I a for the young 
gt^n ».» t $I»'«I » im gi &>-».* * aurtu $ « »»ifl 1.1 v BBSS people to draw 

the design by the side of Uncle Billy's copy, and it will 
provide pleasure and amusement for many a weary hour_ 
Ideal for Sunday. .. ._ „ . „ 

1/3 POST PAID. 16 Painting Pages. 
12/- Per Dozen Carriage Paid. 



MARRIAGE AND HOME. 
TASTEFULLY BOUND IN 

BROWN PADDED COVER. 

68 Pages. 

Contains wise counsel, nicely 
arranged, for those in the Lord 
who are seeking His mind and 
will as to a partner in life, or 
are engaged to such and purpose 
marrying in the Lord, if He tarry. 

AN EXCELLENT 

GIFT BOOK. 

2/6 POST PAID. 

"MORE THAN CONQUERORS/' 
By F. W. AINLEY. 

128 Pages. Published at 2/6. 

A neat handbook of twelve Keswick Addresses by 

F. W. Ainley. Most helpful and inspiring. All Preachers 

and Teachers should possess a copy. 

""TELL J E S U S " 
and Poems. 

By MRS. ANNA SHIPTON-

A well-known book at a cheap price. 

BOTH BOOKS 1/6 EACH. 
THE TWO FOR 3/- POST PAID. 



The Life Story of 
L U < 

Written and Told by Himself. 

Mr. \Vm. Lufi's writings are so well known tha t 
Publisher 's recommendation is entirely unnecessary. All 
who know the writings of this beloved servant of God 
will want to read his own biography 

CONTENTS: 
Chapter. 

1. Early Days. 
2. Education. 
3. First Verses. 
4 Seeking Guidance 
5. Service. 
6. Among Firemen. 
7. Work Among Children 
8. Failing Sight 
9. First Glimpse of the Sea. 

10 Bereavement, 
11. Gospel Campaigns. 
12. Ratcliffe Highway. 

Chapter. 
13. Miss Perks'Soldiers Home. 
14. Among Railwaymen. 
15. Hopyards. 
16. Fellowship with John Jones 
17. Marriage. 
IS. Aether's Hemecall. 
19. Wee Willie. 
20. Writing 
21. Results, 
22. Testimonies of Blessing. 
23. What others Have Said. 
24. Closing Days. 

HALF-A-CROWN Volume. 
144 Pages of clear readable type, nicely printed. 16 Pages 

Inset of Original Photographs. Bound in at tract ive Board 
Covers, with Illustrated Wrapper. 

This book is specially suitable for a Gift Volume or Sunday-
School Prize, as in the writing of it Mr. Luff has included a 
number of his earlier writings in verse and Tract form, 
containing clear Gospel Messages. 

2/6 F O U R C O P I E S F ° R 1°-p°sTFREE- 2 6 
NETT. NETT. 

G. F. Valiance, Publisher Christian Literature, Gcodmayes, Essex. 



Treasury Library No, 10 JUST ISSUED. 

^ife/liB SfOBIES m the 
5i TVOS'K,3 iff r a r 

S<v>KorSr,#01>TJS, f BOOK of EXODUS. 
^ J 132 pp, 

SHEI 

One Volume, 13;' pp. 

One OL th>: nnest treatise wo rmvj ever 
read on the; " Redempt ion" bo'>ic ot the 
Penta teuch. 

Special ly hearing OP 
ISRAEL'S JOURNEYJNGS FR08! KSYPK 

TO CANAAN. 

PAPER COVERS 1/6 
CLOTH BOARD COVERS ... 2/6 

Devotional Handbooks. 
No. S. READY AISGUST, 1931. 

THE PEARL OF PSALMS, 
64 Pages, (4th edition). OosYiiJieSing 15,000 Copies. 

l'hi:. dunce devotional mi ihv- 2."rd l^a ' tu wii 'di tortus Alt Heiid''!"':!.1' 
first book b.-i- chuored ,u:d coiiu'orted many 01' tho Lord'- dear pcoi ic 

'Better fh.in out own appre.r.iiuion ar-; Hie nordr. of <r IJ-.T; 

PRESS neviewe:— 

" We haifo rarely soe>5 s» many 
beautiful thoughts and comfo-tiitg words 
included in so smstil a space." 

"Tho Witness." 

" A beautiful, sympathetic, aai fistp-
ftil study ?! tiii* wor.Unriul Psaim " 

"The JSata! Mcrcu/y." 

'A literary gem. - '— 
" The Gajette. Qrsyiowr,, Wat»i." 

" This i" a most delightfully v/r-iteo 
exposition of this famous PMiiu."--

•'The British evtngelin." 
" The author has doait with tSi'r Pjslii 

in a scriptural and illuminative fashion." 
"Eeacor ugntt." 

" Brings out maisf beautitui lessons 
and comforting messages."--

"Res? 3ii9 Reapnig. 
" V'hK author tins a messâ o and an 

afrestif!" maimer oS vault ing the Irulh 
on a \ssii wfl-n lhf!,-?5. "— 

" iVtis'io.ifirt Kccoril '• 
" A really It'lplm coo* 

" T.-e Kir,".'! Messenger • 
" « series o! helariii Bible Rowling-" 

" T«e >.i*.« rii Fnnli." 

" These meditations on 3 beartiful 
P«fm reveal s w y spiritual ,i.rceali<i:i 
anil penetrating instgfti into f.,e Jaac-
Vnixn of flod"--

" The Times, FietA'BiarKeburg Sata!.1' 

tn Cli/Dto Style. 

SIMEPENOE sash. 
I'.i-.-rji ,.i fditiop In- broadc:i-,i di- tr ibuuoii (t.O' ie-.- :'.'..:. \2 ; 

tim •) 6 '8 Per Dozen, PostJVee. 

6, F, Vallance, Publisher Christian Literature, Goodmayes, Essex. 
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