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" ~{re ~n-r~ {rim~cif s{rall 
b.c~rcn~." 

THE coming of the Lord, beloved breth
ren, is the subject of which I wish to 
speak to you a little. 

Till the Lord came into the world 
there was very little about heaven in 
the scriptures. But when He came to 
earth, immediately there was a testi
mony from heaven to the shepherds, 
that now there was glory to God in 
heaven, and on earth good-will to men. 
And the first word of testimony to Him 
was from heaven-God's voice saying, 
" This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased." Then we find Him, 
in John xvii., conversing with His 
Father in heaven about His heavenly 
people, and pouring out His heart about 
them ; and afterwards, when He had 
gone np again into heaven to sit at the 
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right hand of His Father, the glory 
could shine down out of heaven, be
cause God wanted the glory of His be
loved Son to be seen. 'l'his glory it 
was which came out literally wl1en 
Stephen was martyred ; he saw the Son 
of man occupied with himself, and got 
into conversation with Him. And in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews we get won
derful things, because this Man is in 
heaven. All the different things in that 
epistle are put out by the Holy Ghost to 
feed our souls with heavenly things. 
If my citizenship is in heaven, what 
would you expect ? That there would 
be more of the things of this earth in 
my mind-more of the things of this 
earth in my heart; or, mor·e of the 
things of heaven in my mind-more of 
the things of heaven in my heart? Oh I 
surely more of the things of hearen in 
my mind, and more of the things of 
heaven in my heart ! 

And I have, so to say, the best of my 
portion now. You and I have not come 
to thfl Father's house yet, but we have 
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got the Father's heart. And which is it 
best for us to have-the Father's house, 
or the Father's heart? Surely the 
Father's heart ! It will eventuate in 
our getting into the Father's house, and 
then we shall surely know the Father's 
heart better ; but it will be the same 
subject, the same song, then as now. 

But now as to this coming of the 
Lord. I would take the Epistle to the 
Thessalonians, which shews out this 
truth. There is there, so to say, a lamp 
shining down, putting all circumstances 
in the light of it, throwing its light on 
all things down here. 

There are two verses I would refer to 
in the first chapter, and, on entering on 
it, I would just say that the first epistle 
is the coming of the Lord for His own 
people ; the second is His coming to the 
world. 

"We give thankR t.o God always for 
you all, inaking n entio 1 of you in our 
prayers; rememLeriug .vithout ceasing 
your work of faith, auJ labour of love, 
and patience of hope in our Lord J e1:1us 
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Christ, in the sight of God and our 
F.'tther." Those three words-faith, 
love, and hope, and those other words, 
intensified by what is with them, work 
of faith, labour of love, and patience of 
hope, tell us pretty plainly where these 
Thessalonians were, and what charac
terises the place where you and I ought 
to be. 

It is the " -work of faith." Knowing 
"the substance" that there is before 
God, our faith can work down here. 
When we get home it will be rest, but 
down here it must be work. 

Then again it is " labour of love.'-' 
Here, in these 'l'hessalonians, there 
was labour connected with their love. 
They had much to go through. Times 
were hard. But then, again, there 
was hope connected with it, and 
"patience of hope" too. It could not 
be worn out. It had to endure, and it 
di,/ endure. 

llut there is another thing that you 
and I will do well to take notice of, and 
that is, that all this was "in thi sight 
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of God and our Father." I have not 
only faith and hope and love, but I ani 
wearing them b~fore God. He looks 
down not only to Ree what is shining 
from me, but looks to see that these 
three things are shining out in His pre
sence. 'l'he poor Ephesia.ns lost their 
first love. (Rev. ii.) 'fhere was plenty 
of labour, but when God looked in upon 
their hearts, there was no love in them. 
This work of faith, and labour of love, 
and patience of hope, must be all in the 
sight of God and our Father. 

And then he says, "We need not to 
speak anything, for they themselves 
shew of us what manner of entering in 
we had unto you, and how ye turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and 
true God, and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 
oven Josns, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come." Their faith bore wit
ness to what Paul's work among them 
had been, n.ncl thus bearing witnes~, tiH'Y 
were waiting for God's Son from heaven. 
If the heart does not get the assurance 
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that He who is coming is the Deliverer 
from the wrath to come, that coming 
could not be borne. But you know we 
are " kept by the power of God, through 
faith unto salmtion, ready to be revealed 
in the last time," and, being thus kept 
by God for a certain salvation, we can 
patiently await it, and not only await it, 
but await a certain Person, even "Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to 
come." 

And that, beloved brethren, is the 
brightness of the hope to me. As to 
myself, I may not have everything as 
right as I could wish in my desires ; I 
may not have everything set to rights 
in my house. Ay, but there is another 
set of thougl1ts altogether! Ho ~nys, 
"Surely I come quickly !" And He 
must come! He is the One whose 
coming is the plan of God. 'l'Le pur
pose of God is that He should come 
down, and that, so coming, He should 
put all God's enemies under His feet, 
and bring in a new heaven and a new 
eaxth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
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and He will be true to His God . and 
Father. He will accomplish all that 
God has given Him to do. 

No wonder, if we look at our walk in 
the light of His coming, that we should 
judge it unworthy of Him, and I would 
not wish it otherwise. But I wish the 
Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, rising 
up from the Father's right hand, were 
always before our minds. I believe it 
would soon make our walk consistent. 
I believe it would set both affections, 
heart, and thoughts in order. 

But is it not a bright hope? He will 
come forth ; and in His coming forth 
He will claim the church, as He says in 
John xiv. :-"In my Father's house are 
many mansions : if it · were not so, I 
would have. told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also." He has 
not fulfilled this promise to Peter yet. 
Peter is with the Lord, hut he has not 
yet been taken to the Father's house, 
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and will not be until we all go to be 
with Him there. Now is there nothing 
lovely in that? Nothing in this thought 
of going to be in that Father's house? 
Nothing wonderful about the heart of 
that Son, who, though He has been sit· 
ting eighteen hundred years at the right 
hand of God, is still thinking of coming 
for His people here? Is there nothing 
emphatically lovely in it ? 

He will come upon the cloud of glory. 
He will come to take His people home. 
'.l'here is Himselj to see. We have 
never seen Him yet. We cannot do 
without Him, and He tvill not do with
out us! We shall see Him for our
selves I We shall hear Him for ourselves! 
In all ihings we shall be like Him in the 
glory. 

In the first chapter it was a difiicult 
night they were passing through. Ay, 
but, says Paul, when you get out of the 
wood, then you will see it all. And 
now, in the second chapter, he takes up 
the difficulties through which he had to 
pass, and whilst he looks at them, he 
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does not see any of them apart from the 
Lord Himself. 

He says, I have suffered torture in 
trying to get to you, and you have suf
fered dreadful things in my absence 
from you, but when we are once at home 
in the glory, there will be no difficulty 
in my getting at you then ! All these 
difficulties, which have been permitted 
to keep me away from you, will be no 
more, and in that day you will be my 
glory and joy-the Lord's too. This is 
a truth, and a ble~sed truth ; but we 
shall have it with Him. Not one portion 
of the glory or the grace but will have 
flowed through Him; and I shall say, 
Oh ! I know the One who has done it 
all, the Effectuator of all this glory. 
One labours in one direction, and another 
in another; but, whatever the results, 
all that is really subordinate. It is 
Jehovah's Fellow who has done it. He 
is the worker of it all. And what a joy 
it will he to Him to see the little circles 
around each labourer. Here, in one 
corner, Paul, surrounded with his dear 



12 THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL- DESCEND. 

Thessalonians, his joy and crown; and 
there, in another, some other labourer, 
with his around l1im; and in them 
Christ will see all that His own grace 
had wrought. 

I do not believe we think enough of 
that communion in the glory which 
will be the counterpart of our commu
munion here in the wilderness. All the 
details and difficulties of the wilderness 
journey will have their blessed counter
part in the glory. Our crown of re
joicing is Christ. Ay, but, says Paul, 
are not even you this to me? In the 
day when all these difficulties will be 
done away, my glory and joy will be 
what God has wrought in you by me! 

What a heart has Christ ! No heart 
so unselfish as His ! He loves to give 
away all He can give away. He might 
have converted every one Himself, just 
as He called Saul of Tarsus from the 
glory, but He would not. He loves to 
work by others. 

"\nd is there no work to do? Are 
there no eyes to be wiped ? Are there 
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no broken hearts to be bound up among 
the saints ? Is there nothing of this sort 
to be done among His people ? Well, 
then, go in for it ! Bring out this pa
tience of Christ, for in that day that 
will be a blessed counterpart of all 
labour amongst the saints. 

In the next chapter he brings out 
another thing. The Lord is here bring
ing all His people out from heaven with 
Him. " To the end he may establish 
your hearts unblameable in holiness be
fore God, even our Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with 
all his saints." " With all his saints." 
It is what we call the Epiphany-the 
manifestation of Christ. It is after 
2 Corintliians iv.-after the bema of 
Christ. We have met Him, gone with 
Him to the Father's house, and now He 
brings us out again. He comes forth 
with all His saints. 

I do not suppose that the apostle 
could have let out his heart more simply 
than he does in these words. Christ 
has His retired place to take the church 
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into-the Father's house; Lut divine 
love will bring us forth with Him in 
manifested glory ; and the desire of the 
apostle is tbat there may not be a single 
thing in us now that may in any way 
mar the time when He will bring us out 
with Himself. Is there nothing peculiar 
in the expression, " He shall come to be 
admired in all them that believe"? He 
will be admired in His saints! Is 
thtJre, then, no separation-no separa
tion between Christ and His saints ? 
None! There is none as to His blood
shedding. He gave His life a ransom 
for them, and there will be none in His 
place in l1eaven. When He goes into 
His Father's house, He comes to seek 
His people firsL. ~v ncp~ration between 
Him and the chnrch. He comes with 
all His saints! Oh, what a heart Christ 
has! 

And what a mind God has! He has 
chosen One around whom He can safely 
wind all His plans. If you want to 
wind anything round a thing, you must 
consider the weight of what you want 
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to wind before you eau decide whether 
you may safely do it. You would not 
wind a coil of rope round a feeble twig. 
And thus God could not, so to say, h:ne 
any centre but His Sun. All His saints 
are wound round Him, and He will 
bring them out with Him in the glory. 

And what if I mn suffe1 ing down 
here ? Surely there is power in this 
part of the hope to encourage the heart 
now. What if I am borne down now 
by difficulties ? I shall come forth with 
llim, and shall be displayed as the one 
who is, with Him, to teacll the world to 
rejoice, and who will keep evil in check. 
I shall come forth with llim. 

Now, in chapter iv., there are some 
things that are very remarkable. brought 
up in, connection with His coming. 

The tirst thing is covetousness, or, as 
he calls it here, "the lust of concu
piscence." It is the heart that is not 
satisfied with God and His portion
that is snatching at things round about 
it down here. It is just the power of 
the wicked spirit upon the heart that is 
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separated to Chri~t, and that yet tries tv 
satisfy itself with things down here ; 
and that finds, like the young man in 
the parable, who tried to feed as the 
swine did, that he cannot satisfy himself 
in any way with the husks. He will 
only just find himself in the pitiable 
plight of trying what swine's food will 
do for him. He will find the husks are 
only fit for a swine's belly, and are no 
food for his. 

And then he introduces nww·nin,. 
What will be a satisfying portion ? ·I 
have none down here. I have to wait, 
not only for happy association, but for 
the Person whose innate power will 
shew itself forth in the midst of the 
difficulties in which He will find His 
church when He comes. Paul says to 
them, God will bring with Him those 
very friends and relations of yours, you 
Thessalonians, who you think have lost 
their chance of being with Him in the 
glory. And these words tell upon 
every heart since, that is in like circum
o!ances. 
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I have thiH thought, beloved friends, 
and I think it rather deepens upon me. 
It is, that that wbich shines forth from 
Christ is what gives the power of 
looking up ward. 

" But I would not have you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 
For this we say unto you by the word 
of the Lord, that we which are alive, 
and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord, shall not prevent them which are 
asleep. For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice ot the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first; then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together 
with them ih the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air : and so shall we ever 
be with the ~ord. Wherefore comfort 
one another with these words." 
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There is everything to rouse tho at
tention in the way that the subject is 
introduced: Hilltse(t; the Lord, shall 
descend from heaven. When ? Does 
it say? No! It is not made known 
when. But, oh! to think of that One 
without whom nothing that has been 
created was made-that One into whose 
hands everything has been committed 
by God-to think of that Man about to 
descend again from heaven ! 

It is a wonderful thing, the stupidity 
of the mind of man ! To think of 
people trying to make out that the death 
of saints is the coming of the Lord ! If 
I die to-night, I go to the Lord ; the 
Lord does not descend from heaven. 
When Stephen was dying he looked up, 
and saw the Lord waiting for him in 
heaven; he did not see the Lord descend 
from heayen. 

BLlt the Lord will descend. He will 
come oil' that throne at the appointed 
time. He will come down out of that 
glory upon the cloud. He will descend 
•mt of heaven. 
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'fhcrc is everything to arrest the soul 
in the way it is put, and to cau~e it to 
inquire ; and then, besides, it is so 
guardedly put-" the Lord 11 imse{f." 
There is only one Lord. 

And then see the glory! Ay, and the 
grace too ! It is with a shout, with the 
voice· of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God. 

I never read those clauses without 
certain thoughts waking up in my mind 
in one way or another. His voice was 
heard on earth before this. He was 
heard to pray by His disciples. In that 
hour when He asked them to watch 
with Him, His voice went up in prayer 
to His Father, and He was heard in 
that He feared. But He did not take 
upon Him then the regulating of any
thing. He let His Father do every
thing in His own way. What do you 
take your sword, and smite the servant's 
ear ofl, in that way, for, Peter? He 
laid His hand on it at once. and healed 
it. He would not be delivered, beca:.;~e 
He had •to give His life for the sheep. 
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Of course, on the other hand, He did 
regulate, in a hidden way, as when He 
let Saul of Tarsus be at the death of 
Stephen, and when He spoke to Saul 
out of the glory. In a quiet way He 
spoke and regulated them, but He will 
speak in quite a different way in the 
day that is coming. 'l'he "shout" 
spoken of here is a regulating sound, 
such as a call to men to present arms ; 
and its tones will be heard as announc
ing that the time is come. Ay, and the 
tones of that voice will be gladsome too! 
Himself will leave the throne! Himself 
will call His people! He is the On-e 
who regulates it all! He is the perfect 
servant. He does not leave the Father's 
throne a moment too soon ; but when 
He does, it will be with a regulating 
shout. 

And then there is " the voice of the 
archangel." The Lord takes it up. The 
time is come ; and what angel in heaven 
would not gladly render up his place to 
the Lord! 

And then there is "the trump of 
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God." God takes it up. From the 
throne of His Father He is coming 
fo:th, the regulating . introduction of 
blessing. 

Then, besides this (no new thing to 
us here), there are two things that He 
brings in. He says, " I am the resur
rection and the life." Now we are 
already associated with Him in resur
rection-life in the heavenly places. He 
has given us to know that, but He is 
going to give us another exhibition 
of it. 

Do you ever think how Christ is 
keeping the bodies of the dead ? Do 
you never say, Oh, what a heart He has! 
How tenderly He is caring for them ! 
How He knows that the dust of Stephen 
is there, and the dust of Paul here, and 
how He has His eye on every bit of it ! 
And He is ready to bring it all forth 
when the moment comes. It is Himself 
that does it. He does not say, I will 
let any mighty power put the finishing 
stroke to it. No, it is Himself. He 
says, the dead in Christ shall rise first. 
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Oh ! what a part uf the hope is this 
to one who has had to battle with death 
-to one who has had to part with loved 
ones, and to lay them in the grave! It 
is "absent from the body, present with 
the Lord." Oh, death ! I will be thy 
pla:lues, He says. He is coming to 
avenge the controversy, all(! the dead in 
Christ shall rise first. He i~ coming to 
make the display of His own glory as 
the resurrection. The Lord coming, 
and the dust giving up the dead that 
belong to Christ everywhere! Ab, yes I 
it is that which He is putting forward 
here! 

Would you like to see the resurrection 
aecomplished -every corner of this 
earth openin? up to let out the dust 
that is sleeping in it? There is love 
supreme to the weaKest and feeblest 
whose bodies are sleeping in the dust. 

And then there is ''the life!" There 
are you and I. If He appeared this 
very evening, He would so let the stream 
of life flow into us that there wouid be 
nothing but immortality left in us. 
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One often hears that text in Hebrews 
wrongly quoted. People say, "It is ap
pointed unto all men once to die." It 
is" men," not "all men." If the Lord 
were to come to-night, we should not 
have to lay aside the body at all. 

And then he shews what a comfort, 
too, it is. What is? The resurrection 
and the life? No I but the Lord who 
will be tb at ! 

Now, in the last chapter, he enters a 
little into the state of the world when 
Christ will do this. They.have no idea 
of the Lord's coming. They are of the 
night; we are not of the night. His 
people are waiting for Him, but He shews 
us that the people of the world are not 
of that class. 

And then He gives this as the desire 
of His own spirit, and the desire of the 
Holy Ghost also. " The very God of 
peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray 
God your whole spirit and soul and body 
be preserved blameless unto the coming 
of our Lord ,Jesus Christ." Here it is 
a very strong word, and a very simple 
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word, aud a very blessed word. The 
thoughts of the Spirit of God and the 
thoughts of the apostle were not that I 
should be brought to know the things 
of heaven, of God, and of Christ, and 
then mar my walk hy intercourse with 
the things of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
But this was His thought : " lVIay your 
spirit, soul, and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; and faithful is he that 
calleth you, who also !!'ill do it." 

He does not speak of taking the law 
of sin and death out of my members. 
He does not say that He sets me in ·a 
place where I shall have no more con
flict. He does not speak of taking me 
out of the wilderness. But He does 
speak of this grace which shall preserve 
me blameless. He does talk of God 
finding us U/ameless in that day. 

As to his own walk, he was fully per
suaded that Christ would be magnified 
in his body, whether by life or death. 
And when he thus said that he was 
positive that Christ would be magnified, 
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he did not get the idea of being blame
worthy in his own particular walk. No ! 
This word is to strengthen the hearts of 
the children of God. lt is He who has 
called them, and He will do it. 

Is God going to keep you blamele~s ? 
Then mind, you are invincible I Mind, 
you are to overcome ! Mind, you are 
not to flag! You will overcome, be
cause He will keep you blameless. I 
see God putting Himself forward, say
ing, I am the Person who will keep yor1 
blameless unto that day. J. N. D. 
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"THE servaut abidcth not in the house 
for ever," the Lord said, after telling 
the Jews that he who committeth sin is 
the servant of sin. Ishmael, the child 
of the bond woman was cast out of the 
house, and so any such child, or any 
one in the flesh, or under the law, for 
such can never rise above the condition 
of " servants of sin.'' But the saints 
are not under the law, but under grace. 
Sin, therefore, has not dominion over 
them, is not their lord or master; they 
are not servants, or in the flesh, but 
children born of the ft·ee woman, and 
have the spirit of adoption, whereby 
they cry, "Abba, Father," and thus 
dwell in the house for ever. In the 
Rpirit of their minds, therefore, they are 
free, grace has made them so, grace 
knows not how to make ~ervauts. <J:race 
must act according to its nature, 
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and give ~s a standing in itself. It 
therefore sets us free, and makes us, 
not servants, but children. Such is the 
character of our standing, such is the 
spirit of our minds, through faith in the 
gospel of God's grace. We are no longer 
servants, but sons. We have been 
called unto liberty. The law imparted 
the spirit of bondage and fear, the gospel 
gives that of adoption. The gospel so 
excels the law; the one makes servants, 
the other makes sons. In this dispensa
tional sense, a son or child is so much 
beyond a servant. But there is another 
light in which to look at a servant. And 
in this light the servant excels the son 
-and is a servant under the gospel
not, of course, a servant under the law. 
And what is a servant under the gospel, 
that he should be more excellent than a 
son ? A servant in the labour and dili
gence of his hands, not a servant in the 
spirit of his mind-the servant under 
the gospel is still a Ron in the l'lpirit of 
his. mind-but he is a servant in the 
diligence and wayB of his whole life, as 
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it is written: " Brethren, YEI are called 
unto liberty, only use not liberty for an 
occasion to the flesh, but by love serve 
one another." The servant under the 
go~pel does not lay aside the spirit of 
adoption unto which he has been brought 
under the gospel. He has been called 
to bl~essed liberty there, and by faith he 
maintains liberty in the spirit of a son. 

But then, in that Epirit he goes forth 
to serve-to live, not for himself, but 
for others-to lay himself open to the 
claims of otlwrs, their necessities and 
sorrows-and not be occupied with 
his own, for his own has been already 
conscientiously provided for by the 
grace of the gospel ; and thus is the 
belvant under the gospel beyond the 
son. For he is the son indeed, acting 
in the full power of his calling, enjoying 
his standing in so perfect a way, so iully 
entering into his liberty, and holy inde
pendency, and power of his calling, 
which grace has given him, that he gives 
himself forth to others as one that has 
no necessities of his own to hinder him ; 
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for the God of grace, who has mado him 
His child, has provided for all. This is 
a very glorious light in which to see a 
servant of God-a servant under the 
gospel. It follows the son. A son is 
simply a believer in the gospel; but 
such a servant as this is a son acting in 
the power and liberty of his sonship ; 
and the more that the grace of the 
gospel is really understood and enjoyed, 
the more will this service be fulfilled. 
Thus Paul, the most exalted witness of 
grace, was a pattern of fresh and must 
devoted service. 

But there is more to be noticed in 
this servant still. He is one who views 
the glory in the kingdom, and is ready 
to be poor here, that he may be rich 
tltei·e. A son discerns the Father's 
house, and the provisions, and rest of 
it. A servant looks beyond that to the 
Father's kingdom, and the rewards of 
it. Of course, he has not, as a son, 
forgotten the ltuuse, bot he adds to that 
th.e. kingdmn. He is one that has fel
lowship not onlv with the Father in the 
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present comfort of it, but with the Lord 
also, in the expectation of a share in 
His joy, his actions are truly blessed 
and Godlike. He forgets himself-ever 
ready with hand and foot, ear and eye
giving himself to others-spending and 
being spent; not counting his life dear 
to him only for the sake of others. He 
occupies his talents. The virgin only 
feeds her lamp as a virgin. The saints 
regard their personal beauty, and hasten 
to keep it unsoiled, in expectation of 
One who desires and loves them. As 
servants, they regard their master's and 
their own share in the coming kingdom. 
It thus overreaches simple sonship. It 
is in addition to that. If ndeed it be 
a substitution for it, all is spoiled. If 
the standing in liberty and adoption be 
lost sight of by the soul, all the service 
rendered is not service under the gospel, 
but pertains to the old legal bondage of 
the law. And we should watch that 
our service may ever be in the freshness 
of love and liberty, of freshness of love 
'owards others, of freshness of liberty 
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towards God. Moses failed in service. 
(Num. xi.) He complained of his 
burden. He was not prepared for all 
the results of the place God had put 
him into. But withal he was sweetly 
gracious. (Num. xi. 29.) It was easier 
for him to retain the savour of a gracious 
mind than the strength of a serving 
hand. And so it is commonly among 
us. But Paul stood in service to the 
very end. (Acts xx. 2; 2 Tim. iv.) 
Blessed sample of divine power ! He 
carried the sense of the everlasting love 
of Christ to him in his soul ; and that, 
too, in such vigour and freshness, that 
he could still spend himself for His 
glory and His people's blessing. But 
Jesus alone was perfect as a servant. 
,St. Mark gives Him to us especially in 
this perfection. The features of that 
character may well be looked for, and 
looked at, that we may know even some
thing more of the cust at which He has 
undertaken to love and to serve ns. 
And let me observe, one thought that 
hn.s iiven itself to me with eomfort, and 
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some assurance of its moral truth, thnt 
just as in His day, the sense of having 
much forgiven carries its own blessing 
with it. And so, in the coming day of 
glory, service will have its own joy with 
it, for the brighter the crown is, which 
we shall then have to cast at our Re
deemer's feet, the richer will be our joy 
in doing so. For we all feel that the 
more we can give to the one whom we 
love, the happier we are. And so will 
it be in that great day of glory, when 
the crowns, whether in more or less 
brightness, be all cast before Him, the 
sweet breathing of each spirit will be, if 
it were a thousandfold brighter, He 
would be worthy of it all, And this 
will be the servant's joy, the joy of all 
the Bridegroom's friends in their order 
and measure. How little we value the 
hope of such joy! We may well con
fesll the shame of our hearts to the 
Lord. Careless we are about that which 
now gives Thy spirit refreshment in us 
and by-and-by will give Thy glory 
brightness from ns. 
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