
" It pleased God, who called me by His grace, to reveal His 

Son in me, that I might preach HIM among the nations." 

GAL. I., 15-16. 

Paul and his Message. 

THE CENTRAL BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT, 

12, PATERNOSTER Row, LONDON. E.C. 

PRICE ONE HALFPENNY. 



2 

Paul and His Message. 
Epistles to Timothy. 

THE Gospel of which Paul was the Herald, produces what 
the Law required from man, even " Love out of a pure 
heart." It cleanses the secret springs of a man's being ; 
renews his mind and affections. 	The Preacher himself 
was the living witness of its transforming power. 

Deeply taught as he was in the mysteries of God, he 
never ceased to declare the simple facts of the Gospel, 
nor did he ever forget the pit from whence he was taken. 
He rejoiced in the saying that " Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners," of whom he said, " I am the 
chief " (I. Tim. i. 15). He was a striking instance of what 
the Grace of Christ can achieve, after every phase of 
God's long-suffering patience had been expressed 
towards him. 

Once a blasphemer and a persecutor of Christians, 
he was arrested on his way to Damascus by a light front 
heaven that shone above the brightness of the noonday 
sun, which felled him to the earth (Acts ix.). Prostrate 
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and helpless, he lay in the presence of the Exalted One 
from whom the light came, who was able to destroy 
him, but who decreed far otherwise. This Glorious 
Person he discovered was Jesus of Nazareth, whose Name 
he hated. Great had been the malice of his heart, but now 
he realised that the Love of Jesus Christ was far greater 
and that the Mercy of God was supreme. The chief 
of sinners then and there found mercy, and a Saviour 
who loved him. His proud rebellious will was broken : 
" Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ?" he exclaimed. 
How could he resist a Love like THAT ? Thenceforth he 
was attached to the Conqueror's chariot, and led about 
in triumph as a trophy of Redeeming Grace. He 
thus proved in his own experience that " where sin 
abounded, Grace did much more abound," and the sense 
of his indebtedness to Grace increased as he made progress 
in the knowledge of himself. There is a certain kind 
of knowledge which inflates a man, but the knowledge 
of Divine Grace and Forgiveness makes him feel very 
small. 

Although profoundly thankful that the Lord had 
enlisted him in His service, Paul confessed that he was 
unworthy to be called an Apostle . Comparing himself 
with Peter and John and the rest of the Apostles, he 
said he was the LEAST of them (I. Cor. xv. 9). After 
long and faithful service, when writing to the Ephesians, 
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he said : " I am LESS than the LEAST of all SAINTS " 
(Eph. iii. 8.) To express adequately his feelings he was 
thus obliged to use bad grammar. Said one of the 
Puritans : " I do not object to Paul's grammar but 
to his assuming the name that properly belongs to me." 
He, too, felt very small indeed. 

Self-depreciation always attends true growth in Grace. 
There is also a withering of private interests, and a 
growing appreciation of Christ, so that He became very 
precious to Paul. The sinner of the city [Luke vii.] 
expressed her appreciation of Jesus by washing His feet 
with tears, and wiping them with the hairs of her head. 
Paul became His bondslave. "The Son of God loved me," 
he said, " and gave Himself for me," a fact which cast 
such a spell over his life that eventually he laid it down 
in service for Christ and for the sake of His elect. 

Paul was forgiven MUCH and he loved MUCH in return. 
The sense of pardon gave him a good conscience, which 
he afterwards maintained with sincere faith. In this 
respect he was unlike Hymeneus and Alexander, who 
trafficked in borrowed truth and perverted it, whilst 
they indulged the flesh, and finally made shipwreck of 
faith. Paul was greatly concerned for his son Timothy, 
that he should maintain a good conscience, which enables 
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a man to look God and his fellow men in the face and 
to fight bravely in the conflict with evil. He reminds 
Timothy in his second letter that God has not given us 
the spirit of cowardice, but of power, and love, and of a 
sound mind, and urges him to endure hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. Many were dropping out of the 
ranks ; hence it was all the more needful to urge Timothy 
to follow his own example. 

There is a tendency to let our hands hang down when we 
see defection in others, but it did not affect Paul in that 
way. He kept the flag flying, although the legions of Asia 
deserted him ; and, when attacking the enemy's strong-
hold in Italy, he was almost alone. At the finish he said 
with a note of triumph : " I have fought a good fight " ; 
and, although he had suffered the loss of all things, he 
could say : " I have kept the faith." 

He did not fight with carnal weapons, but with those 
supplied from God's armoury, which he used mightily for 
the pulling down of strongholds and of " every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God," 
and for " bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ." The two edged sword of the Spirit 
he did not wield deceitfully, but in a way that commended 
itself to every man's conscience in the sight of God. He 
fought valiantly because the Lord stood with him. 
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There is a form of godliness to-day which is lacking 
in spiritual power ; it is without aim and purpose, as if 
our Great Leader was dead, and had never left the grave. 
Paul believed the words of the great commission : " Lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the end " ; and thus 
assured, he was confident of victory. So great was 
his own impression of " Jesus Christ raised from the dead " 
that he impressed his hearers, and brought many hearts 
into subjection to Christ. 

" There is strength in numbers " we say, and some 
of us are like logs leaning against each other, as though 
we were unable to stand erect. The Lord said to Paul : 
" Stand on thy feet " ; and His words to Israel were : 
" I have broken the bands of your yoke, and made 
you to go UPRIGHT." It is pleasant to be surrounded 
by those who are like-minded with ourselves, but there 
was a time in Paul's history when he had no man 
like-minded with him except Timothy ; and later, 
when in the thick of the fight at Rome, he was 
forsaken of all men. Yet he said : " The Lord stood 
by me " ; and thus, in the world's metropolis he was 
able to make a good confession, so that by him " the 
Gospel might be fully known and that all the Gentiles 
might hear." 
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Paul was a true philanthropist, who became " all things 
to all men," so that he might win them for Christ; yet he 
never sought popularity. He greatly valued Christian 
fellowship ; but when isolation came as the result of 
adherence to the truth, he was undaunted. Grace 
suited to the circumstance was given him, and the Lord 
sustained him by His presence. 

The Apostle lived to see widespread confusion in the 
Christian company, and a general stampede of those 
who once stood for the truth. Hence, these letters to 
Timothy give instructions,to the man of God who seeks 
a rallying point, and who desires to be faithful to Christ 
amidst unfaithfulness and cowardice. Military terms are 
freely used because of " Perilous times " and the constant 
war with forces which control the darkness and ignorance 
of this world. The Christian Soldier is warned against 
those in the profession who dishonour the Lord. If he 
would please the Master, he must avoid them ; and 
instead of looking about for detachments with which he 
can associate, he must " FOLLOW RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
FAITH, LOVE, PEACE, with them that call on the 
Lord out of a pure heart." 

The letters were written to an individual ; if we 
respond to them INDIVIDUALLY we shall be 
found striving TOGETHER for the faith of the Gospel. 
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They direct our eyes to the Lord Himself, who is above 
the strife, and who gives power to the weak and nerve 
to the faint. 

The heavens, which opened upon Jesus while here 
on earth, were opened to Paul so that he might see the 
Exalted Saviour in glory. Gazing on His face, unveiled, 
the Apostle was changed into the same image. Christ 
was written on his heart, and the moral glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God, was expressed through his 
wrtal body. 

The light and warmth of Divine love were thus shed 
into the heart of Paul, so that out of darkness there might 
shine forth to the Gentiles the Knowledge of God which 
is radiant in the face of Jesus Christ. His earthen vessel, 
which contained the light, was often ill-used by the 
enemies of the Gospel, and finally it was broken. Then 
the light shone forth in its splendour, as his life was 
poured out in the service of Love. 
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