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FOREWORD 

I
T was a venture of faith for the Conveners to transfer the

Annual Conference of Brethren from High Leigh to a 
gathering place so far removed from.London as Swanwick in 
Derbyshire, and the effect of so doing was awaited with some
thing approaching apprehension. Our object in making this 
change was to avoid localising the Conference in one spot and, 
more important than this, to spread its contacts so that 
brethren who would find it inconvenient to make the long 
journey south might have an opportunity of sharing with us 
the joy of fellowship and mutual conference on matters that 
deeply concern us all. 

It was a great joy to find our purpose abundantly achieved, 
more than 100 brethren who had not attended any previous 
Conference being thus enabled to be with us to our mutual 
profit. 

With the greater space and improved amenities of Swanwick, 
the enlarged numbers were able to enjoy a restful sense of 
fellowship in intercourse between the sessions to an added 
degree, while the meetings in the commodious Conference Hall 
proved unforgettable as we dwelt together on the various 
aspects of the holy topic selected. 

The Conveners are humbly conscious that their many 
prayers were richly answered and have been encouraged to 
venture on yet another such Conference at Swanwick in 1958 
at the corresponding period, viz., September 19 to 21. 

In presenting this Report it is our prayer that the blessing 
experienced by all present may, by its means, be shared and 
spread among many brethren in this land and beyond who 
could not have the privilege of being in our company. " Be
hold how good and how pleasant" it was for us "to dwell 
together in unity" ! It was like precious ointment and the 
dew of Hermon, " for there the Lord commanded the 
blessing ! " 

A. J. ASHWELL G. C. D. HOWLEY

A.]. ATKINS F. N. MARTIN

J. L. COWAN PERCY 0. RUOFF

MONTAGUE GOODMAN J.J.STORDY 
REDENHAM GUYATT s. F. WARREN

THEODORE I. WILSON (Secretary) 
Conveners 
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OPENING SESSION 

Friday, September 20th (8 p·.m.) 

MR. PERCY 0. RUOFF (Chairman) 

It is my very happy privilege, on behalf of the conveners of 
this conference, to extend the warmest possible welcome to 
every one of you. 

This, as you may know, is the sixth conference in a series. 
We have been encouraged to go forward as there is abundant 
evidence on every side of the manifest grace and blessing of 
God resting upon each of the former gatherings, and of the 
widespread influence and appreciation arising therefrom. 
After much prayer and consideration the conveners have been 
led to the vital and timely subject of " Holiness unto the 
Lord". 

All of us here to-day surely realize that all is not well with 
us in our churches. There has been, broadly speaking, a lack 
of ministry on this very important subject. 

It is our purpose, as on previous occasions, to devote much 
of the opening session to humbling ourselves before God, to 
seek God with all our heart, and ask Him to give us another 
gracious visitation, and show His mercy to us. 

There are two Scriptures to which I desire to call your 
attention. First, "I beseech Thee, show me Thy glory" 
(Exod. 33: 18) ; and, second, "Now unto Him who is able to 
do exceedingly abundantly above all we ask or think, according 
to His power that worketh in us " (Eph. 3: 20). Let us pray 
without ceasing during this conference that God will do great 
things amongst us, and give to each of us a vision of His glory 
and holiness. 

There are two faces we sorely miss in our company : dear 
Harold St. John who was called Home last May-his presence 
always raised the tone and atmosphere of the conference; and 
Douglas Brealey who is unable to be present through illness. 

After a period of fervent prayer the opening devotional ad
dress was given. 
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"A HOLY NATION" 

Address by MR. MONTAGUE GOODMAN

" y E are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a peculiar people, that ye should shew forth the 

praises of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvellous light " (1 Peter 2: 9). 

It has pleased God once more to bring together a company 
of His people in '11oly convocation and conference. Those of 
us who have attended these conferences in previous years have 
hallowed memories of sweetest fellowship at High Leigh and 
elsewhere. Not all have been able to renew that fellowship 
as we have travelled further north to Swanwick. 

One in particular is absent from us to be "present with 
the Lord ". Our conference could not have suffered a greater 
loss than that of Harold St. John upon whose wise counsel the 
conveners greatly relied, and whose ministry in our midst was 
rich and unforgettable. His gracious presence was a bene
diction as he in himself m�fested in so great a degree the 
objective that we have had before us. No greater example 
of the theme of the present conference could have blessed our 
gathering this year than his, and we can only say, " whose 
faith follow, considering the end of his conversation, Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, to-day and forever." 

To the very large number of new-comers in our midst we 
accord the warmest welcome as brothers in Christ. You will 
be in every sense one with us and we look forward to your 
contribution in our hours of conference. You will be free to 
express whatever convictions you may hold which will be re
ceived by your brethren with approval or forbearance a§ the 
case may be; but always with brotherly love as we ende�vour 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

As to the theme of this conference, it has already been des
cribed as the climax to which all previous conferences have 
trended, and apart from which all else will be in vain. For 
if we brethren are not a holy people we are nothing at all, and 
worse than nothing. Our teaching and preaching will be but 
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'' A Holy Nation'' 9 

" sounding brass and tinkling cymbals ". We shall be a 
contradiction in terms. For God is holy, and if we are not 
holy we are not the people of God, whatever we may call our
selves. 

When God had given to Moses in the Mount the pattern 
for the Tabernacle in which He would dwell in the midst of 
His people, when He had dwelt upon each item of that building 
in meticulous detail and had warned him to make all things 
according to the pattern, when He had chosen His priests 
and the dress they were to wear ; then as a climax to it 
all He directed a golden plate to be made and carried high on 
the mitre of the high priest as he ministered before the Lord 
and before Israel. And on that plate should be inscribed the 
words : "HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD."

Here then was the keynote of it all. God wanted a people 
for His own possession. They were a chosen generation re
deemed out of Egypt and separated unto Himself. They 
were a nation born in a day. But they must be a holy nation 
or He didn't want them at all. And when they were not holy, 
He rejected them and put them out of His sight : He loathed 
and hated the very worship He Himself had ordained. 

When under the very shadow of Sinai He saw them �ancing 
naked round a golden calf, He openly repudiated them. 
"These are not My pe9ple, Moses! They are the people 
whom thou broughtest out of Egypt. I will never go up with 
such a people. I will keep My promise to Abraham: they 
shall have the land, but they shall not have Me." It was 
only after fierce judgment in which 3,000 were slain and after 
prolonged intercession by Moses, that God consented to go 
any further with them. 

The same is true of the holy nation under the new covenant. 
" If they escaped not who refused Him that spoke on earth, 
much more shall not we escape if we turn away from Him 
that speaketh from Heaven." "For our God is a consuming 
fire." If we are indeed a holy nation, God's peculiar people, 
then we are utterly and irrevocably committed to a holy life, 
and God is not prepared to compromise with us for anything 
less. 

This was the lesson of Ananias and Sapphira. Their action 
was not of intrinsic gravity in itself. They were free to give 
or withhold, but not to lie to the Holy Ghost, and not to assume a 



10 Holiness unto the Lord 

position before men which they knew to be untrue. It was a 
deviation from holiness. It was the first introduction into 
the Church of the leaven of malice and wickedness. And that 
God will always judge, if not publicly, yet as surely in the 
secret experience of the individual believer. 

What are the outstanding marks of a holy nation, a holy 
church or a holy man ? Holiness is a quality that defies 
definition. It is beyond comprehensive description as is the 
person and character of God Himself. Yet it ever demon
strates itself in marks that are unmistakable and unique. 
And these marks are inherent wherever holiness is seen. 
They cannot be simulated or assumed. They are there in 
every holy man or community and they carry their own con
viction everywhere. Men who have no use for religion are 
quick to acknowledge holiness wherever they meet it, as was 
King Herod when he met John the Baptist and feared him, 
because he was " a just man and an holy 

,, 
. 

These marks first manifested themselves at the coming of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. For He came for the express 
purpose of making men holy, of calling out from the world a 
holy nation, consisting of holy men. And they at once dis
played holy characteristics that have never been displayed by 
men before, and are never displayed apart from holiness. 

There are four such characteristics that are named as
marking the early church as holy, four " great 

,, 
things, that 

manifested themselves at Pentecost and after, and are re
'corded in Scripture as distinctive of the people of God who 
constituted the Church in its earliest days; and which should, 
and do indeed, thanks be to God, manifest themselves in 
measure in every holy life and in every true assembly of God. 

Here then is the first. It is recorded that "great grace was 
upon them all 

,, 
. The converts at Pentecost and after were 

men who manifested the grace of God ; they all did : it was
" upon them all 

,, 
. How lovely a thing is grace ! And holi

ness is a very lovely thing. There is nothing more lovable, 
nothing more lovely than a holy life or a holy community. 

When Barnabas, sent by the apostles from Jerusalem to 
Antioch, where multitudes were reported as ha�ing "believed 
and turned to the Lord ", it is recorded that " when he had 
come and had seen the grace of God ", he was glad. Have 
you ever seen the grace of God? Have you recognized its 
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transforming power in those in whom it appears ? Barnabas 
saw the beauty of the grace of God; it is the beauty of holi
ness. The psalmist prayed, "Let the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us." Holiness is something very beautiful, 
whether in a holy man or a holy woman. It is wonderfully 
attractive, there is never anything cold or hard or repellent 
about true holiness. 

The second mark was " great joy I " A truly holy man is a 
happy man, for holiness and happiness are inseparable; no 
man has ever been able to sunder them. " What God has 
joined let not man set asunder." Show me a holy man, and 
I'll show you a happy man; show me a truly happy man, and 
I will show you a holy man. For the only truly, consistently, 
permanently happy people in the world, that I have ever met, 
as I have travelled in all parts of the world, are people who 
have known something of the holiness of God in their ex
perience and are reflecting it. An unhappy Christian is an 
unholy Christian, just as an unhappy child is an unhealthy 
child. The joy of the Lord is a real, overflowing thing, 
radiant in the face of a man who knows it, and is walking in 
the light with God; he is the happiest man out of heaven ! 

It's a happy thing to be holy!! Is your assembly happy? 
If it is not, there is something unholy .there ! 

And thirdly, " with great power gave the apostles wi�ness 
,,

. 
Their Lord had promised, " Ye shall receive power after that 
upon every soul " ; " and great fear came upon all the church, 
the Holy Spirit is come upon you," and they did ! Why has 
the Church lost this power to-day? Is it because it has lost 
holiness? Why is not the world turned upside down to-day? 
Why does not the power of Christ rest upon us as it did most 
�ertainly upon Paul? Can it be that we are not prepared to 
pay the same price that Paul paid? Can it be because we are 
just not willing to be holy ? Are we not in danger, in grave 
danger, of the sin of complacency? 

And fourthly, there was "great fear ". " And fear came 
upon every soul " ; " and great fear came upon all the church, 
and of the rest durst no man join himself unto them." Holi
ness always manifests itself in the fear of God, a quality that 
is often strangely lacking among Christians to-day. "Unto 
this man will I look, saith the Lord, even unto him that is of 
a poor and a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my Word.'' 
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The mark of the early Friends in their most saintly period, 
when they were a power in the land, was such that they were 
dubbed " Quakers ". I wonder, do we ever quake ? Do we 
fear the Lord? If we are holy, we most assuredly do l And 
the early church was multiplied : it walked " in the fear of 
the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost ". 

Great grace, great joy, great power, great fear ; are these 
things outstanding in our assembly life? No wonder it was 
added that "of the rest, durst no man join himself unto 
them-". " No ! " said they, " we can't go there, it is danger
ous to join them, unless we are prepared to be holy ". What a 
purging there would be in our assembly life, if the spirit of all 
desiring fellowship were this : " God forbid that I should mar 
the assembly, and merit the judgment of God by bringing 
something unholy into their midst ! " What a searching 
there would be! What holiness would mark our assemblies 
in the land, as in those first early days.in England, when to 
be a brother was equivalent to being one who was humbly 
setting out " to perfect holiness in the fear of God". 

Now that is to be our theme during this conference. It will 
surely search the hearts of speakers• and hearers, it will bring 
us down before God, God grant that it may send us from this 
conference, a company of determined holy men, walking in 
the fear of God and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

The remaining time of the session was spent in prayer. 

Saturday (8-8.30 a.m.) 

A prayer meeting was held, guided by Mr. Redenham 
Guyatt, at which there was a remarkable spirit of prayer and 
intercession. 



Conference Session (9.45 a.m.) 

HOLINESS-THE ESSENTIAL QUALITY 

OF THE TRIUNE GOD 

Chairman : MR. PERCY 0. RuoFF 

Addres_s by MR. MONTAGUE GOODMAN

" 
J
N the year that King Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord

sitting upon a throne high and lifted up, and His train 
filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphim : each one 
had six wings ; with twain he covered his face, and with twain 
he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried 
unto another, and said Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts : 
the whole earth is full of his glory " (Isa. 6: 1-3). 

It is entirely fitting that the topic selected for the opening 
session of our conference should be " God ", for permeating 
and dominating all our conception of a Christian church is the 
awesome, overwhelming fact of God. Our very existence as 
a church is that we with others are the Church of God, just as 
both individually and as a company we are the people of God. 
We owe our salvation to the grace of God, our regenerate life to 
the Spirit of God, our inspired teaching to the Word of God, 
our deliverance from the domination of sin to the power of 
God, and our hope for the future to the exceeding great and 
precious promises of God. That which distinguishes us from 
the world of men around us, is that we have turned to God, 
and the first essential of our coming to God, is that we believe 
that He is and that He is the rewarder of them that diligently 
seek Him. We have become sons of.God in distinction from 
men of the world whose portion is in this life and of whom it 
is written, " God is not in all their thoughts." 

It is a tremendous thing that God should so enter into the 
thoughts and prayers and aspirations of His creatur� nian 
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14 Holiness unto the Lord 

and yet be so completely beyond His rational conception. 
For no man has seen God at any time, He is completely 
veiled, He dwells in the thick darkness as far as human 
understanding is concerned. '' Can a man by searching find 
out God? " He is totally beyond the conception of man. 
Moreover, the Bible which is full of Him (His very name 
appearing many more than five thousand times in the Book) 
makes no attempt to depict Him, or explain Him, or even to 
argue for His existence. Its opening words, "In the beginning 
God," make the bold assumption that He is. Yet everything 
in heaven and earth depends upon our knowing llim as He 
really is. "For this is life eternal that they should know 
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast 
sent 11 ; and it may be added this is dea�h eternal, that a 
man should not know God. John the Apostle said at the 
conclusion of his epistle, " This is the true God, and eternal 
life," and the measure and the character of our eternal life 
is in direct ratio with our knowledge of the true God. 

For this reason the Bible is first and foremost a revelation 
of God, and seeing that the purpose and goal of that eternal 
life which comes to us from the know�edge of God is that we 
should be holy, His revelation of Himself in Scripture is first 
and foremost that of a holy God. He reveals Himself to us 
as holy for the sole purpose of our becoming holy: "Be ye 
holy for I am holy." If therefore we are not prepared to be 
partakers of His holiness it were better that we should never 
have known Him. 

It is indeed an unique revelation of God to men. Apart 
from revelation, ethical holiness is foreign to every human 
conception of God! Majesty and might and mystery yes, 
but never holiness as depicted in Scripture as the supreme 
attribute of God. "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts," 
a triune holiness of the triune God. 

Holiness is actually a word that can be properly applied to 
God only, for God alone is holy, His creatures are not. The 
highest tribute that He paid to a man, God paid to Job. 
He described him as " perfect and upright and one that feared 
God and eschewed evil", but not that he was holy. David 
was a man after God's own heart but he was not a holy man. 
Indeed, nothing in heaven or earth is holy, apart from God. 
The heavens are not clean in His sight and He charges His 
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angels with folly. There is none holy but God, He is essentially 
and uniquely holy. 

Holiness is, moreover, an absolute term, incapable of degree. 
To say that God is good, does not necessarily imply that He 
could not be more so. Mercy is a quality that admits of 
degree, but there are no degrees of holiness. God is a holy 
God, incomparably holy, unapproachably holy, ineffably holy, 
holy beyond the highest conceptions that we have of holiness. 

Let us look with awe and reverence upon this holiness as 
revealed to us in the holy Scriptures, but first let us take off 
our shoes, because the place whereon we stand is holy ground. 
Holiness cannot, as God Himself cannot, fitly be discussed as 
a theological proposition, but must be approached in the 
spirit of humble worship, as Moses before the bush that was 
not consumed. 

First then let us note that the triune God is holy with a 
negative holiness, that is without a trace of that which is un
holy. " God is light and in Him is no darkness at all." 
" He is the Father of lights with Whom there is no variable
ness nor shadow cast by turning." "He is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity." He is impeccably holy, "every 
Word of God is pure ". " God is not a man that He should 
li " e. 

The same is true of God the Son. He is holy, harmless, 
undefiled, and for that very reason, separate from sinners. 
" Which of you convinceth Me of sin ? " He alone was able 
to say to His fellow men. And He was not only sinless, He 
was more ; He was innocent of sin. Said He, " The prince 
of this world cometh and hath nothing in Me." There was 
nothing in His holy body or mind to which Satan could appeal 
He was negatively holy. 

The same thing is true of the Holy Spirit. He too partakes 
of the holiness of God the Father and God the Son in that He 
is nothing but holy. When the enemy comes in like a flood 
the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against him as 
light always does against darkness. He is a standing protest 
against sin, and if we say we have fellowship with the triune 
God and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth. And 
so the triune God is holy wit� a negative holiness. 

And He is holy also with a positive holiness. His holiness 
consists not only in the absence of all evil, but in the presence 
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of all good, and that in utter perfection. He is replete with 
holiness; everything He does and says is utterly holy. He is 
light, and as the whiteness of light is the combination, the 
perfect blending of the seven colours of the prism, so the 
seven-fold perfections of holiness meet in God, to shine in the 
effulgence of His glory. 

So it was also with God manifest in the flesh in the person 
of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, whose life on earth was by 
universal consensus of friend and enemy alike all down the 
ages, a perfect demonstration of a perfect character of all 
perfect good, blended in perfect harmony. 

Thirdly, the triune God is holy with an intelligent holiness. 
_His holiness is not that of a recluse, shut up within Himself 
in some sacred temple or that masquerades in medieval re
ligious garb and mutters incantations with candles, incense and 
other nonsense. It is that of an infinite mind and a measure
less intelligence. It is an omniscient holiness that leads us to 
exclaim with Paul: "Oh the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God, how unsearchable are His 
judgments and His ways past finding out ! " It is a holiness 
that searches and �nows us, knowing our downsitting and 
our uprising, and understanding our thoughts afar off ; a 
holiness whose understanding is infinite. "He knoweth 
what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with Him." 
"Such knowledge is too w0nderful for me; it is high, I can
not attain unto it."· 

Again, the holiness of God is an aggressive holiness. It is a 
holiness that will not let men alone; that constitutes in itself 
a condemnation of our unholiness ; that challenges men to be 
holy : "Be ye holy, for I am holy! " 

Every display of GQd's holiness is a standing rebuke to sin. 
Isaiah saw it, and cried, "Woe is me!" Job saw it, and 
abhorred himself, Peter saw it and cried, "Depart from me!" 

It is a holiness that will not acquiesce in sin. God is so 
holy that sin is an abomination to Him. He is at constant 
war with it, rising early and saying, " 0 do not this abominable 
thing that I hate." It was the holiness of the triune God that 
led to the tremendous enactment of our redemption on the 
cross of Calvary. God the Father sending God the Son, who 
through the Eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot unto 
·God.
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Again the holiness of God is an ever active holiness. He is 
not only holy in His essence, but in His acts. That is why the 
Old Testament Scriptures are mainly devoted to the activities 
of God among men. Strange, tremendous, surprising, often 
bewildering actions, .and yet all a display of the essential holi
ness of God; He is holy in all His works, not with a holiness 
remote from men, but active in the midst of them. "My 
Father worketh hitherto and I work," said Jesus; so the 
Old Testament is revelation of. a holy God, active among men. 

And He displays His holiness both in His judgments and in 
His gracious acts in the earth. His wrath is holy wrath, His 
mercy is holy mercy, and all with one end in view, that men 
may become holy men. 

And thus, lastly, God is holy with a propagating holiness. 
He is not content with manifesting His holiness, His purpose 
is to impart it. This has ever been the character of the 
holiness of God. Everything about Him necessarily partakes 
of His holiness, by reason of contact with Him. Not only the 
Son of God is holy and the Spirit of God is the Holy Spirit, 
but His angels are holy angels, Heaven is His holy habitation. 
His earthly sanctuary was the " Holy of Holies ", because of 
His Presence there. (It was no longer holy after He left it, 
but became a den of thieves.) His prophets were holy pro
phets, His saints are holy brethren. " Wherefore, holy 
brethren," lovely words used because of their contact with a 
holy God! 

, And His Word is called the Holy Scriptures because they 
emanate from a holy God. Search the shelves of any great 
library and discover any other book bearing the title holy. 
The Bible is uniquely holy, it partakes in all these essences 
that I have been describing to you of the character of the holy 
God ; they are all reflected in the holy Scriptures. 

And His effect upon His people is such that they become 
holy in all their varied aspects : their calling is a holy calling, 
their conversation is holy� the brethren are called holy brethren 
and the sisters are called holy women. They lift up holy 
hands when they pray, they are a holy priesthood and a holy 
nation, and their very bodies, their hands, feet, eyes, head, 
brain and heart are the holy temple of God l And this must 
necessarily be so, for is it not written that " without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord ' 1 ? 
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DISCUSSION 

Saturday (11 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.) 

Holiness unto the Lord 

MR. H. E. D. CANTLEY (Manchester) : Will Mr. Goodman 
say a little more on the subject? He said holiness was abso
lute, that there could be no degrees of holiness ; and the final 
exhortation of his address was " that without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord ''. 

MR. GOODMAN : It is not difficult to answer. My subject 
was " The holiness of God ", and the holiness of God is not a 
matter of degree. God is holy, ineffably and perfectly holy, 
but holiness with us is a partaking of His holiness, so that, 
having to do with God, we begin to be holy in practice and in 
character. We are taught to "perfect holiness" in the fear 
of God, which means that holiness with us may be imperfect. 

With regard to another matter that was raised, it springs 
to all our minds that Peter said, "For if after they have es
caped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
therein, and overcome, the latter end with them is worse than 
the beginning, for it would have been better for them not to 
have known the way of righteousness than, after they have 
known it, to turn from the holy commandn1ents delivered 
unto them" (2 Peter 2: 20-21). That was in my mind when 
I wrote the words referred to in my paper. 

MR. J. McPHERSON (Glasgow) : We have to distinguish 
between our being sanctified in Christ Jesus, which is as 
absolute· as God is, and the sanctification which is progressive, 
as we grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and that, when the Apostle speaks of our being sanctified 
wholly, it is only that we are seeking by grace to conform to 
that which God has made us in Christ. 

MR. H. C. GREEN (Cheadle) : In his address last night Mr. 
Goodman said he would not attempt to define " holiness ". 
May we have some help on the actual meaning of the word 
" holiness " or " holy " ? 

MR. J. R. CASSWELL (Ashtead) : I think I am correct in 
saying that the word holy comes from the same root as the 
word health, and what health is in the physical realm to the 
body, that is, its normal condition of full and energetic life, 
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so holiness is in the spiritual realm. As Mr. Goodman said, 
God is not content to leave us without imparting to us of His 
own nature and character, so that holiness is moral and 
spiritual health or wholeness, and it is, of course, progressive 
with us, but the more we walk with God, and the more His 
character is wrought in us, the more healthy or holy we shall 
be. 

MR. W. S. LOYNES (Woodford) : It seems that holiness is 
basically essential to glory. In the holiness of God we see the 
glory of God, the beauty of God ; we enquire at the temple of 
the Lord to behold the beauty of the Lord; "Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord of Hosts, all the earth is full of His glory." 
The failure of man is a fall from glory. "All have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God." If we link holiness with 
glory it helps us as an illustration. 

MR. H. H. SHACKCLOTH (Marham) : Is the holiness of God 
progressive in its revelation, or is it something that is not fully 
seen in the Old Testament for instance, but which is fully seen, 
say, in the experience of Christ ? 

MR. GOODMAN : There is no doubt that there is a progress 
in the revelation of God throughout Scripture. The Old 
Testament revelation of God and His acts are full of problems, 
as all who think have found, and these problems are a frequent 
ground of criticism of the Old Testament by modernists pro
fessing Christianity who say, "We cannot believe in the God 
of the Old Testament ; its God was but a tribal deity, a vin
dictive and cruel God." Those things are not true. All the 
Scriptures are an unfolding of God and are all necessary to a 
full apprehension of God. I do not believe that God intends 
us to look for His complete character in any one part of the 
Bible as against the other, but I think everything is a pro
gressive revelation of God, not a contradiction or a correction 
of anything that has gone before. If we are to understand 
God, we must understand Him in all the Scriptures. That 
principle applies equally to all Bible doctrine. It is a very 
striking thing that the Bible contains no creed. That is a 
puzzle to a great many religious people who say, "How can 
we know what to believe ? '' A fellow officer in the first 
world war said to me, "The Bible is out of date and some
body ought to re-write it, and put in order everything we ought 



20 Holiness unto the Lord 

to believe and do, so that we could see it all in black and white, 
then how n1uch simpler it would be." That is not God's 
method; no doctrine of Scripture is set out fully and finally 
and .completely in any single part of Scripture. We see Him 
first as creator,. and then in His ·dealings, first with mankind 
in judgment, and afterwards with His chosen people, and it 
is all a revelation of the character of God in the way we learn 
one another's characters. A man's character is the sum of 
what he does and of what he says. God has revealed Himself 
precisely in the same way in Scripture. · He is known by His 
words and by His acts ; everything He does is holy. God is 
perfect, and even His " blotting out the Canaanites ·n was 
an inevitable judgment of God and revelation of the awfulness 
of sin and the retribution that must follow. Then in order 
that men might understand Him better He took human form. 
God appeared in the form of flesh so that, when we want to 
understand God, we look at Christ and see Christ as the mani
festation of God to men. In that sense, Christ becomes the 
finality of the revelation of God. 

MR. P. 0. RuoFF (Waltham Cross) : It is imps>rtant that 
we should consider the words of Christ in John 17: 19 : "And 
for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also might be 
sanctified through the truth.

,, 

MR. F. N. MARTIN (Edgware) : I am glad we have reached 
this point. I am sure we are on the right lines in thinking 
that holiness is not an attribute of God, but is the whole of the 
glorious, beautiful harmony of all that He is, and, because He 
is love, therefore holiness is perfect love in perfect expression .. 
There is another meaning to the word holiness-the Hebrew 
word which means to set apart-Kadesh, ; and because any
thing or anyone that is set apart for God must be pure, this 
word sanctified takes on this additional meaning of purity ; 
being set apart for God, it must therefore be pure. Now our 
Lord Jesus spoke of Himself as the One Whom the Father 
sanctified and sent into the world. He set apart this lovely 
man to accomplish His purpose, to express Him and to do 
His will, and when the moment came He said, " I sanctify 
Myself." To paraphrase : "I accept that position. I am 
one that is designated for God's purposes; I identify Myself 
with them utterly: I present Myself to God pure, a holy 
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instrument to carry out His holy purpose. Therefore it is 
not that I make myself pure, but, being pure, I yield myself 
to God for the accomplishment of His purposes which is and 
which always must be a purpose of pure love." 

MR. GOODMAN : It is a beautiful thought that holiness is 
being set apart for God. There is a text in Scripture which 
says, " But know that the Lord has set apart him that is 
godly for Himself." Many years ago, when I was a young 
man I went into a village chapel in Suffolk and can still see 
the old saintly pastor there and will never forget the illustration 
he gave. A mother with her children ga�hered round her, and 
on the table before her are a number of little trinkets. A little 
member of the family has died, and they are all feeling very 
·sad. The mother says, "Now children, each one come and
take something that will be a memorial of our little loved one
who has gone, but wait a moment before doing so." She
picks up a bracelet and sets it apart ; and then she· picks up
a little riband and sets it apart, and then a little necklace and
sets it apart, and says, "Those I have set apart for myself.
Now come and choose."

MR. W. A. WOODCRAFT (Danbury) : It is written in 1 
John 3: 2, 3, "For we shall see Him as He is, and every man 
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as He is 
pure." Mr. Martin brought before us and, in some measure, 
coupled the word " pure " with " holy ". I think Westcott 
says the difference between purity and holiness is that purity 
allows for temptation, passes through it and comes out of it
for that reason Scripture says that the "Lord Jesus is pure", 
but holiness does not allow for temptation, and God is holy. 

MR. F. N. MARTIN (Edgware) : If I might say a word on 
that verse. If you read the succeeding verses it explains 
itself. " Every man that has in him the hope of the coming 
of the Lord purifies himself even as Christ is pure." I ask 
myself, how may I purify myself even as Christ is pure. We 
get the answer in the succeeding verses where John says, 
"We know that He was manifested to take away our sins" 
(v. 5). The first step is that we have our sins taken away by 
Christ in His death. Therefore we have become in the sight 
of a holy God judicially pure. Then "whosoever abideth in 
Him sinneth not ", and there is the continuing outworking_ of 
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that positional holiness. As I abide in Christ, He, the in
dwelling Spirit, is able to work in me the holiness of Christ. 
If I may, I would like to underline the thought that Mr. 
Loynes gave us as to the beauty of holiness. Holiness is the 
utter and harmonious loveliness of God and it seems to me 
that there is a powerful incentive there for the objective 
contemplation of God of which we know all too little. We 
should not regard God merely in a utilitarian way, that He is 
a loving Father from whom we get things we want. Let us 
learn to contemplate God objectively : " My God, how 
wonderful Thou art" ; and that has the practical effect that, 
as we contemplate the loveliness of God, and particularly as 
revealed in the beauty of Jesus Christ, there arises within us a 
desire and purpose to be holy, like Him. 

MR. A. J. ASHWELL (Reading) : It is a striking fact that the 
whole of the Old Testament is a revelation of the holiness of 
God. One must admit there is difficulty in God's dealings 
with the nations, and His own people. The key to it is found 
in the cross of Calvary : the answer is, "Thou art holy, 0 
Thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel." 

MR. W. W. DOLTON (Chislehurst) : Will Mr. Goodman 
develop what he said about the great joy of the Christian? 
The unbeliever looks on Christians and says, "What a miser
able set of people" : the christian artist nearly always portrays 
sorrow, sadness and holiness in that aspect. Are we right in 
thinking that God (I say it reverently) has a sense of humour ? 

MR. GOODMAN : I think that in nature there are some 
things that indicate a sense of humour in th� Creator, for He 
has certainly made some extraordinary creatures! I don't 
think, however, we need concern o:urselves with that question. 
I am sure, however, that God is rightly denominated as "the 
happy (blessed) God ", and that God has joined together 
holiness and happiness so that it is not possible for a 
person to be holy wi�hout being happy. Paul demonstrated 
that most clearly, for he was in the most unhappy circum
stances in prison, and yet wrote to the Philippians the happiest 
letter : it is bubbling over with joy and rejoicing of the Lord. 
I believe that at Pentecost the demonstration of the Holy 
Spirit was a most ebullient one: everyone was overflowing 
with joy so that they were accused of being drunk! Every re-
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vival demonstrates this; there is always an astonishing sense 
of happiness. Holiness and happiness are inseparable. To 
go about in funeral garb with the eyes cast down and the 
hands closed together is a travesty of holiness. I don't believe 
God would have His people to be like that. Heaven is full of 
song: they sing a new song there and with great rejoicing, 
and I think the mark of a really healthy assembly is that the 
people are really genuinely happy to be together. Sometimes 
I have gone into an assembly and have thought, " Is this a 
feast or is it a funeral?" We ought to be happy in the Lord 
and I believe our young people have suffered from its absence. 
They feel there is a repressive atmosphere. We are forgetting 
that the Lord would have us "to be glad in the Lord". 

MR. SPENCER THOMAS (Sheffield) : In Psalm 97: 12 we 
read, "Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous; and give thanks at 
the remembrance of His holiness." The holiness of God is an 
infinite delight to all those who draw near to Him. We are 
in God's presence without guilt for the enjoyment of what 
He is. 

MR. H. F. HARSTON (Edmonton) : How can we who want to 
be holy-and I am sure we all do-ensure that we are right and 
that we are not self-deceived as to what we consider it is "to 
be holy"? Is not holiness, as we have heard, a propagating 
holiness? 

MR. S. McLEAN (Consett) : Previous brethren have linked 
glory and holiness. Is not one of the prime means by which we 
may achieve holiness the contemplation of God? We read in 
2 Corinthians 3: 18, " But we all, with open face, beholding as 
in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." 

DR. A. HANTON (Cambridge) : We can only get this holi
ness by intimate, constant contemplation of Christ, Who 
reveals God. It cannot be done by self-effort; it is by the 
inward change wrought by the Holy Spirit, and I would like 
to call attention to the immediately succeeding verses-2 Cor. 
4: 2: "But we have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, 
not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceit
fully; but by manifestation of the truth, commending our
selves to every man's conscience in the sight of God." 
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Firstly, we have God's holiness perfect, inflexible in stan
dard; s·econdly, our being changed by intimate communion 
by the Spirit of God ; thirdly, its practical effect seen and 
judged by those with whom we come into contact. 

MR. 0. C. HARTRIDGE (St. Albans) : In verse 6 of the chap
ter we read: "For God, Who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkn·ess, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." 

Yesterday evening reference was made to an aged saint 
living in Frinton, who reflects the grace and the beauty and 
the dignity of holiness in a remarkable way: he makes this 
verse 18 his daily contemplation. This is available to us all, 
if we focus our attention on the blessed Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the more we look into His face and see reflected there the 
glory of God we shall be like Moses not knowing our faces 
shine : " Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while 
he talked with Him." It will be so with us if there is a re
flection of our contemplation of the glory, grace and beauties 
of our Lord Jesus Christ through medita�ing upon Him. It 
goes on to say (ch. 4: 7), "but we have this treasure (this 
revelation of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ) " 
in our poor, frail, human bodies. And v. 10 : "If we bear 
in our bodies the· dying of Jesus ", i.e. conscious in ourselves 
that we died when Jesus died as a permanent thing with us in 
our thoughts and memories-then the life of Jesus also will 
be manifested or reflected in our mortal bodies, and so perhaps 
we shall get nearer to the answer to the question raised, " how 
can we be holy ? ". One word might sum up the whole 
meaning of the word holy in the New Testament-separation. 
If I want to test myself as to whether I am really holy, I ask 
myself the one question, "Am I separate from all that God 
is separate from, all that is impure, unholy, ungenerous, un
lovely, unkind ? " 

MR. P. 0. RUOFF (Waltham Cross) : To follow on, it seems 
as if in that remarkable chapter there is an anti-climax. 
"We have the treasure." What is the next thing? V. 8 : 
"We are troubled on every side"; and it looked as though 
the outward circumstances were so surging against this man 
of God that even life might be taken from him; but he said 
in the midst of it all (v. 10), "the life of Jesus is manifested 
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in our body". What did he mean? Notwithstanding the 
pressure that was upon him continuously (and it looked as 
though he might be swamped), the life of Jesus prevailed in 
his heart. The life of Christ is being shown through us, and 
we are able to conquer the circumstances and continue in the 
grace of God. If we have the experience of steadily contem
plating Christ Himself, do not be surprised if trouble arises. 
The treasure is in earthen vessels, and we may triumph in 
Christ, because He lives, and imparts His life to us. 

MR. ]. McPHERSON (Glasgow) : All through the ages it has 
been a matter of interest why it is that the Spirit is specifically 
designated as the " Holy Spirit ". Is there some special 
significance ? 

MR. GOODMAN : The explanation is that the Holy Spirit is 
so denominated because He is the active agent of holiness in the 
believer. His relation to the believer is a sanctifying one. 
Holiness is never a quality that you and I possess of ourselves ; 
it is always linked with the holy God and the holy God is 
operating amongst n1en now by the Holy Spirit. 



Conference Session (2 p.m.) 

HOLINESS-THE CALL AND CHARACTER 

OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

Chairman: MR. J. J. STORDY (Wolverhampton) 

Reading : Exodus 28: 36-38; Zechariah 14: 20, 21 

In the absence of Mr. Douglas Brealey, through illness, the 
following paper, which he prepared, was read by Mr. P. 0. Ruoff: 

T
HE expression that forms the general subject of our con
ference is found twice in Holy Scripture, and is written in 

large capitals ; this in itself, apart from anything else, empha
sizes its importance. Large capitals are also used for the incom
municable name of God in Exodus 3: 14, and for the Name of 
the Son of God in Revelation 19: 16. A few other instances 
may be found in the Bible. In every case truth of the great
est import ·is indicated. 

"Holiness to the Lord" was engraved upon a plate of 
gold, and bound upon the forehead of the high priest (Exodus 
28: 36-38)-that is history; and Zechariah says that in the 
millennial day "Holiness unto the Lord shall be upon the 
bells of the horses "-that is prophecy ! The former speaks 
of the divine ideal of priesthood, while the latter, under a 
symbolism of bells and pots, tells of a day yet to come when 
this "holiness unto the Lord" will be a universally prevailing 
condition of the people of God : there will be holiness in the 
street-" upon the bells of the horses " ; holiness in the 
Lord's house-" the pots in the Lord's house shall be like the 
bowls before the altar" ; and holiness at home-" yea, every 
pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the 
Lord of hosts" (Zechariah 14: 20 and 21). And, I may add, 
with deep conviction, that holiness at home is the sine qua 
non of holiness elsewhere. 

After much prayer and thought and consultation, I am 
assured, the conveners of this conference have divided the 
subject under the four headings which appear on the syllabus. 

26 
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This is not an easy subject, but I shall do my best to interpret 
what I deem to be in their minds. But by way of intro
duction I would like to make a note or two concerning two 
of the terms used ; it is important that we should be clear as 
to this. 

Firstly, "Holiness" (hagiasmos), a word constantly found 
in the A.V. but uniformly translated "sanctification" in the 
R.V. It has the root idea of separation to God, consecration
to God; that which is devoted to God, and refers to a state
or condition of being set apart for God. It comes from a
word hagios, meaning " separate from common conditions
and use ", or "ha])owed ". It is used of things, as for
instance of the sanctuary ; and of persons, such as the saints.
So in Bible usage the word gives the idea of that which is set
apart from a common use to a sacred use, that is, to God.

It is right, I think, to say that the word is used in a primary 
and secondary sense. Primarily it refers to the sovereign
act of God whereby he sets apart a person or thing for Him
self. In the case of a believer the Lord sovereignly sanctifies 
him in the sense of setting him apart for Himself. In a 
secondary use, it refers to the character and the kind of life 
which is expected of one who is so sovereignly sanctified. 

Secondly, The call. We are to consider the believer's 
vocation, by which I gather the conveners refer to his initial 
call from God to Himself, rather than, as we say, his vocation 
in life. The authorities to which I have had access, including 
our own expositors of blessed memory, the late Messrs. C. F. 
Hogg and W. E. Vine, uniformly agree that the word in the 
epistles always denotes the effectual call of God, that is, it in
cludes both the call itself and the obedient response to it 
upon the part of the one called. 

An extract from Moule in his epistle to the Romans, in 
characteristic and beautiful language, is as follows : " Com
pare the places where the word is used, or where its kindred 
words are used, in the epistles, and you will find a certain holy 
speciality of meaning. ' Invited ' is no adequate paraphrase. 
The ' called ' man is the man who has been invited and has 
come; who has obeyed the eternal welcome; to whom the 
voice of the Lord has been effectual. . . . In the Gospels, 
the words ' chosen ' and ' called ' are in antithesis ; the 
called are many, the chosen few, the external hearers are 
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many, the hearers inwardly are few. In the epistles a de
veloped use shows the change indicated here, and it is con
sistently maintained " (pp. 19 and 20). 

Having, I trust, cleared the ground as to the Scriptural 
meaning of the terms used, we may now proceed to the several 
divisions of our subject. 

(1) HOLINESS THEIR VOCATION

We shall now look at some Scriptures which speak of the 
divine call to holiness; the context shows whether the word 
is used in its primary or secondary sense. (i) Primary. 
2 Thess. 2: 13. "But we are bound to give thanks alway to 
God for you brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath 
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctifi
cation of the Spirit and belief of the truth : whereunto He 
called you by our Gospel to the obtaining of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." This verse teaches that the eternal sal
vation of the Thessalonians had been secured among other 
things by the sovereign act of the Holy Spirit in setting them 
apart for God. 1 Peter 1: 2: The believers to whom the 
apostle Peter wrote he describes as " Elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of 
the Spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Chri$t." Here again the sovereign act of God through 
the Spirit in sanctification is in question. 

2 Tim. 1: 9 : " (God) Who hath saved us, and called us 
with an holy calling." Brown and Fausset in commenting on 
this verse say-" The call comes wholly from God and claims 
us wholly for God, 'holy' implies the separation of the be
lievers from the rest of the world unto God." 

Romans 1: 6 and 7 : " Among whom are ye also the called 
of Jesus Christ ... called to be saints " (A.V.) or "called 
to be Jesus Christ's ... called to be saints " (R.V.). 

"The saints are those who belong to Him, His personal 
property, for His ends. Thus it is used habitually in the 
Scriptures for all Christians supposed to be true to their name. 
Not an inner circle, but all bear the title. It is not a glorified 
aristocracy, but the believing commonalty; not the stars of 
the eternal s�y, but the flowers sown by the Lord in the 
common field; even in such a tract of that field as 'Cresar's 
household ' was (Phil. 4: 22). '' 
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" Habitually, therefore, the Apostle gives the term ' saints ' 
to whole communities" (Moule, Romans, pp. 21, 22) ; and 
to quote from Mr. Hogg and Mr. Vine from their exposition 
of the Epistle to the Romans, p. 11 : "The saints are such by 
divine calling. They are not called to live a holy life in order 
to be saints, but because they are so, as a result of the sanctify
ing power of the Spirit of God. Holiness is a condition of 
separatedness to God by divine call. To be saints is to par
take of the character of God and so to represent Him worthily. 
The character of those who belong to Him is the outcome of 
their relation 1:o Him. The word 'saint' in reference to an 
individual believer is not found in the New Testament. In 
Phil. 4: 21, where the singular is used, the saints collectively 
are in view." While the word here speaks of a state into 
which all believers are called by the effectual call of God, 
saintliness cannot be divorced from it. We are called to be 
saints in order that we may be saintly. And so this brings 
us to the secondary use of the term. 

(ii) Secondly. 1 Peter 1: 15 and 16 : "But as He which
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conver
sation ; because it is written, ' Be ye holy for I am holy '." 
It seems to me very clear that the word here is used in its 
secondary sense. Archbishop Leighton says, '' The very 
outward vocation of those who profess Christ, presseth holi
ness upon them, but the inward vocation far more. You 
were running to destruction in the way of sin, and there was 
a voice which, together with the Gospel preached to your ear, 
spake unto your heart, and called you back from the path of 
death to the way of holiness, which is the only way of life. 
He hath not ' called you to uncleanness but unto holiness ' 
(1 Thess. 4: 7), therefore ' be ye holy '. It is sacrilege for 
you to dispose yourselves after the impure manner of the 
world, and to apply yourselves to any profane use, whom 
God hath consecrated to Himself" (Leighton, Peter, pp. 157 
and 158). 

Commenting on the verse in Thessalonians Messrs. Hogg 
and Vine say : "The effect of the Gospel in purity of life 
presented a marked contrast to the uncleanness that character
ized contemporary pagan religions. The thought is, ap
parently, that the Christian is to live his life in a holy atmos7" 
phere" (Thess. , p. 120). 
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To sum up as far as we have got-the effectual call of God 
is a sanctifying call; He sovereignly sets apart the believer 
for Himself alone, placing him among the company of the 
redeemed whom He calls " saints ", His holy ones. These on 
their part are expected to respond practically to the purpose 
of the divine call, the saint to be saintly, the sovereignly 
sanctified to practical holiness and purity of life. 

Dr. W. H. Fitchett in his fine book, Wesley and his Century, 
speaks of God's great servant in these terms : " He learned at 
last the deep, eternal secret of religion; religion as a present 
and personal deliverance ; a deliverance verified in the 
consciousness and bringing the redeemed soul into terms of 
sonship with God; religion with its secret of power over sin; 
its great gift of a morality set on flame by love. And with 
that supreme discovery his life was transfigured." 

(2) HOLINESS THEIR DISTINCTIVE MARK

This should indeed be true of every one who " in relation 
to a righteous God has been justified, and in relation to a 
holy God has been sanctified ". The requirement of this dis
tinctive mark may be considered in a number of ways, but 
four will suffice; the people of God are spoken of as ,,. holy 
brethren" ( Heb. 3: 1), "an holy priesthood" (1 Peter 2: 5), 
" an holy nation " (1 Peter 2: 9), " an holy temple in the 
Lord" (Eph. 2: 21; 1 Cor. 3: 16, 17; 6: 19, 20). 

(i) Holy brethren ( Heb. 3: 1). "Holy brethren, partakers of
the heavenly calling." This phrase speaks of relationship, the 
relationship of the people of God to one another on account 
of their relationship to Christ : " For both He that sanctifieth 
and they who are sanctified are all of one : for which cause 
He is not ashamed to call them brethren" (Heb. 2: 11). In 
this verse occur the two words which occupied the thoughts 
of our introduction. (a) " holy brethren ". " The epithet 
hagioi is social not personal, marking the ideal character, not 
necessarily realized individually." (b) "the heavenly call
ing". "The Christian's calling is heavenly not simply in 
the sense that it is addressed to man from God in heaven ... 
bu� as being a calling to a life fulfilled in heaven, in the 
spiritual realm. The voice from heaven to Moses was an 
earthly calling, a calling to the fulfilment of an earthly life " 
(Westcott). (c) "partakers of a heavenly calling" ; '' meto-
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kos" describes participation in some common blessing or 
privilege or the like. "The bond of union lies in that which 
is shared and not in the persons themselves " (Westcott). 

So the people of God are described as " holy brethren " : 
holy because they are set apart for Him; brethren because of 
their common relationship to Christ, and His, by the incar
nation, to them ; and as such are sharers of a heavenly calling, 
they have been effectually called to a life which is essentially 
heavenly, not earthly, holy, not worldly. 

(ii) An holy priesthood (1 Peter 2: 5). The people of God
are also described as "an holy priesthood". That was 
God's original ideal and purpose for Israel, but when their 
failure made it necessary to give the priesthood to the family 
of Aaron only, to represent the nation before Him, that for 
Israel was a · step down. But God will not be thwarted in 
His purpose; if Israel fails, He will find another people, all 
of whom He will consecrate as priests. This He has done, 
and the redeemed of the Lord "out of every kindred and 
tongue and people and nation" have been made "unto our 
God kings and priests" (Rev. 5: 9 and 10). "Kings and 
priests" ; that is why Peter a few verses further down des
cribes us as " a royal priesthood " (v. 9). But now we are 
to consider the distinguishing mark as " an holy priesthood ". 
" An holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices." If the 
former expression "holy brethren" speaks of relationship, 
this clearly speaks of worship. 

Archbishop Leighton says: " The priesthood of the law 
was holy, and its holiness was signified by many outward 
things suitable to their manner, by anointings and washings 
and vestments; but in this spiritual priesthood of the Gospel, 
holiness itself is instead of all those, as being the substance of 
all : The children of God are all anointed and purified and 
clothed with holiness." 

(a) Anointed. Not with oil, as with the Levitical priest
hood, but with the Holy Spirit who was symbolized by the 
oil; with the Holy Spirit Who separates us and marks us out 
for the worship of God. 

John 4: 24. " God is a Spirit," said the Lord Jesus, 
" and they that worship Him, must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth ". It was almost with awe that Moses spoke of 
the anointing of the priests with oil, e. g. Leviticus 10: 7. 
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" Ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation,/or the anointing oil of the Lord is upon you." It is 
truly an awesome thing to be anointed with the Holy Spirit 
and to be set apart for the worship of God ! And yet how 
few exercise the priestly function of true worship ! 

(b) Washed. When the priests of the former dispensation
were consecrated, they were first of all washed with water. 
Exodus 29: 4. " And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring 
unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and shalt 
wash them with water"; and thereafter, as they went about 
their priestly service, they had continually to wash at the 
laver. Exodus 30: 17-21. "And the Lord spake . .. say
ing, Thou shalt also make a !aver of brass, to wash withal ... 
for Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet 
thereat : When they go into the tabernacle of the congre
gation they shall wash with water, that they die not; or 
when they come near to the altar to minister . . . so shall 
they wash their hands and their feet that they die not : and 
it shall be a statute for ever to them. . . . " 

And in John 13, the Lord Jesus, the substance before whom 
the shadows fled, yet once more symbolized our continuous 
cleansing when He washed the disciples' feet. He said (John 

13: 1 0) : " He that is bathed needeth not save to wash his 
feet, but is clean every whit " (R.V.). And the water 
symbolized the Word. 

Eph. 5: 25-27. " ... Christ .. . gave Himself up for it 
(the Church) that He might sanctify it, having cleansed it by 
the washing (!aver) of water with the Word." With the Word 
He cleanses His people morally and will, eventually, per
fectly, that He may present them to Himself "a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing ; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish ". Thus as we 
go about our priestly service it should not only be clear and 
obvious that God has set us apart for it, but in the continual 
application of the Word of God to our lives, equally obviously 
in measure at least, that we are undefiled. The woman of 
Shunem discovered holiness in the very walk of the prophet 
Elisha. 2 Kings 4: 9 : "Behold now, I perceive that this is 
an holy man of God, which passeth by us continually." 

( c) Clothed. Thirdly, the priests were clothed with gar
ments suitable and fitting to their high calling. Exodus 28: 
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40, 41 : "And for Aaron's sons thou shalt make coats, and 
thou shalt make for them girdles and bonnets shalt thou 
make for them, for glory and for beauty. And thou shalt 
put them upon Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him ; 
and sh�t anoint them, and consecrate them, and sanctify 
them, that they may minister unto Me in the priest's office." 

It seems to me at least possible that when Moses, the man 
of God, uttered his memorable prayer recorded as Psalm 
90, that he had this in view-Psalm 90: 16, 17. "Let Thy 
work appear unto Thy servants, and Thy glory unto their 
children. And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon 
us. . . . " " A man is known by his clothes " they say, and 
there is something in it. And we, when clothed with the 
garment of salvation and the robe of righteousness, should 
certainly show forth the glory and beauty of God. And we 
certainly shall if we are continually beholding His glory, His 
glory in the face of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 3: 18; 4: 6). 

2 Cor. 3: 18. "But we all, with open face beholding as in 
a glass the g�ory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." 
In the place of " beholding " the R. V. has " reflecting ". 
Which is the right translation? Perhaps both words together 
can only adequately give the meaning ; for it is surely only 
as we are facing toward our glorious Lord that we can ever 
hope to reflect His glory. 

(iii ) " An holy nation " (1 Peter 2: 9). This speaks of 
citizenship. Peter is clearly quoting from Exodus 19: 6. 
"And ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests and an holy 
nation." The divine charge to Israel is worth pondering. 

Lev. 20: 24-26. "I am the Lord your God, which have 
separated you from other people. Ye shall therefore put a 
difference between clean . . . and unclean . . . ye shall not 
make yourselves abominable ... and ye shall be holy unto 
Me : for I the Lorq. am holy and have severed you from other 
people, that ye should be Mine." Israel miserably failed and 
the charge has been transferred to us, but have we kept it? 
Can we in any practical sense call ourselves a holy nation? 
And yet, brethren, our citizenship is in heaven, and nought 
that defileth shall ever enter there. (Rev. 21: 27.) 

(iv) A holy temple. Eph. 2: 21. " An holy temple in the
Lord." 1 Cor. 3: 16, 17. "Know ye not that ye are a temple 
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of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any 
man defile the temple of God him shall God destroy; for the 
temple of God is holy, which temple ye are." 

1 Cor. 6: 19, 20. " What? Know ye not that your body 
is the temple of the- Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own. For ye are bought 
with a price : therefore, glorify God in your body and in your 
Spirit which are God's." This speaks of ownership; we are 
not our own, we have been bought with the precious blood of 
Christ, we belong to God, a temple of God. He must _there
fore- be glorified in us. 

Holiness, then, should be the distinctive mark of the 
people of God ; and this for the four reasons which the 
Scriptures quoted reveal : Because of our relationship to 
Christ and through Him to one another ; because we are 
called to worship ; because of our heavenly citizenship, and 
because of His ownership of us. Still two other important 
matters are to occupy our thoughts, bht these must be men
tioned in few words. 

(3) HOLINESS THEIR GROUND OF SEPARATION

Because the people of God are holy, in the sense of being 
set apart for God, it naturally follows that they should 
practise separation. (i) Separation to God. Heb. 13: 12 and 
13. " Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with
His own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth
therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.
For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to
come." (ii) Separation from the world. 2 Cor. 6: 14-7: 1.
"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness and
what communion hath light with darkness ? Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye separate and touch not
the unclean thing; and I will receive you ... Having there
fore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in
the fear of God.''

(4) HOLINESS THEIR AIM AND GOAL

Holiness should be the aim and goal of all the people of 
God on every count ; but is it generally ? (i) The many 
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Scriptures quoted are in themselves an argument for this. 
Because God has called us to Himself and separated us to 
Himself, the very least we can do is to clearly see the goal set 
before us and to set out with all speed and determination to 
reach it. (ii) The example of godly men should be our spur, 
e.g .. the apostle Paul. 2 Cor. 5: 9 (R.V.). "Wherefore also
we make it our aim, whether at home or absent, to be well
pleasing unto Him." (iii) And the plain command of the
Lord should be our irresistible incentive. Heb. 12: 14.
" Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no
man shall see the Lord."

So God in infinite grace has called us to Himself, to a state 
and condition of holiness ; to a life and character of holiness 
in the widest application of the term. But " Who is sufficient 
for these things ? '' 

"Oh how may I whose native sphere 
Is dark, whose mind is dim, 

Before the ineffable appear, 
And on my naked spirit bear 

The uncreated beam? 

"There is a way for man to rise 
To that sublime abode, 

An offering and a sacrifice, 
A Holy Spirit's energies, 

An Advocate with God. 

"These, these prepare us for the sight 
Of majesty above; 

The sons of ignorance and night 
Can dwell in the Eternal Light 

Through the Eternal Love." 

And if we feel our own failure and weakness and unclean
ness, let us remember that all provision has been made by 
God for our holiness now and hereafter. What is it? To 
quote the hymn again 

" An offering and a sacrifice, 
A Holy Spirit's energies, 

An Advocate with God." 
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"Having therefore these promises (and provisions) dearly 
beloved, let us ·cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God " (2 Cor. 7: 
1). Amen. 

DISCUSSION 

DR. C. C. HARVEY (Doncaster) : Exodus 33: 16 has some
thing special, I think, to teach us about the meaning of the 
words we use. Separation has been referred to, and here 
Moses in the anguish of his soul puts it to the Lord, "For 
wherein shall it be known here that I and Thy people have 
found grace in Thy sight ? Is it not in that Thou goest with 
us? So shall we be separated, I and Thy people, from all 
the people that are upon the face of the earth." The common 
usage of words misleads us. We normally think of separation 
as a negative word, a subtractive word, but Moses teaches us 
to use it as a positive, an additive, word in the addition of the 
presence of the Lord with His people. So shall we be separated 
by the fact that the God of holiness we were speaking of this 
morning is among His people. 

MR. G. W. ROBSON (Streatham) : In one's experience in 
companied of people called "Brethren" we tend to shy away 
from the technical· use of the term " holiness ". There are, 
as was kindly referred to in the question column of the Sep
tember, 1957 Harvester, godly folk in our land known as 
" holiness churches " ; there is the July movement at Keswick. 
These things would in general, I think, lie outside the main 
stream of assembly life. 

We come to another point : We had it clearly indicated to 
us that the answer to our question " how ? " was by behold
ing the glory of the Lord. I would submit that there are 
few companies of the Lord's people who so regularly do just 
that thing as we do; I think that at most of our Sunday 
morning meetings we do that in a very real sense. There is 
a real care for the glory of the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

But to what extent has our close association in mind and 
in knowledge, expression of worship on Sunday morning, been 
worked out in practical holiness? Has our tendency to avoid 
the word and the subject answered, in fact, to a practical 
situation? Have we lost something by avoiding consideration 
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of the subject in the " Keswick " sense ? You have only 
to use the word perfection to cause a quick recoil in some 
quarters. Maybe we have missed some of the truth of the 
matter by being careful to a void a certain technical line of 
things. 

MR. F. N. MARTIN (Edgware) : I am a little bit mystified. 
We are to consider separately holiness in relation to the people 
of God, the Church of God and individual Christians. As far as 
I can see, the first two bodies consist of the third and I would 
ask a question, "Are there any special considerations and 
conditions that apply to corporate holiness that we have to 
learn, or are these bodies of Christians, people of God and the 
Church of God, simply an added number of individuals ? 
Are we really considering holiness in the individual, or is 
there a special sense in which there is a corporate holiness ? " 

TiiE CHAIRMAN: I think perhaps we have got to be humble 
enough to comment before one another as to why the tre
mendous difference between what we know of holiness, and 
what we experience of holiness. 

I listened to Alan Redpath in his church in Chicago speaking 
with most tremendous feeling upon the difference between 
the detailed knowledge we have of the christian life and the 
poverty of our christian experience, and in his speaking he 
tried to bridge that gap for himself ; and I think in our meet
ing together this week-end we must achieve that for ourselves, 
we must bring together what we know with what we are, and 
then I think Mr. Martin's question will be answered because 
as a corporate group we will be what we are as individuals. 

MR. SPENCER D. THOMAS (Sheffield) : To-morrow morning 
we will meet as a company of individuals, and I take it that 
worship is the honour, the adoration presented to God, 
rendered to God by reason of what He is, and because of what 
He is to those who render it. But there is an aspect of holi
ness, I think, that we sometimes forget; the question is in 
the book of Job. Does Job serve God for nought ? Satan 
suggests that there is no such thing as disinterested holiness, 
disinterested goodness. He says that love of goodness, 
holiness, for its own sake, is non-existent : at the back of it 
there is always an ulterior aim or selfish motive. Satan says 
that no one loves goodness for goodness' sake. We ask, do 
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we love holiness because of what we get out of it, or do we 
love holiness for holiness' sake ? Do we love God because of 
what we get out of Him, or do we love Him because of what 
He is in Himself ? This is an aspect of holiness to which we 
should give some little thought. 

J. McPHERSON (Glasgow) : " In what sense can we say
that a church is holy? " It can only be the holiness of the 
Head that gives holiness to the members. Take, for instance, 
the assembly in Corinth. Paul, in addressing that assembly, 
speaks of them as "a sanctified community, sanctified in 
Christ Jesus'' . The community was shot through with moral 
evil and doctrinal error and all sorts of things that he had to 
put right, and yet it was a sanctified community. The reason 
why we see in our meetings and other places this big word 
"holiness" has been avoided is just this, that to so many it 
is too vague. When the apostle begins to become ethical in 
Ephesians 4: 24-30 he does not deal in abstractions at all. 
There is no vagueness about that. After some considerable 
experience of assemblies, I think our ministry has always been 
too vague. . We never call things by their true names. We 
don't get down to detail like this, and we need a revival of the 
christian ethic. In other words, truth is truth and will prevail, 
but it is truth applied to the conscience to make the righteous 
deed by the expression of the righteous spirit. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think that is· a very important and 
opportune point. I think that we have been taught so far 
that if we are to walk in holiness before God it will be an un
folding experience. We must recognize before we begin to 
take the first step that what God has shown us quite clearly 
to be sin in our lives must go. 

MR. H. C. GREEN (Cheadle) : There has been no direct cqm
mentary on those words, " Holiness without which no man 
shall see the Lord," and I ask, "Is-this particular holiness 
imputed holiness, and, if so, will it fit in with the context ; 
and if it is practical holiness, is this why we tend to avoid the 
difficult subject? " 

MR. C. D. ScoTT (Birmingham) : I don't think it can be im
puted holiness because we are exhorted to follow it. In that 
case we have this very solemn warning that " Without holiness 
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we shall not see the Lord ". Does it not seem to indicate 
some privilege in the glory which is dependent upon our .aow 
following a practical holiness ? 

MR. GOODMAN : I would submit that the passage does not 
necessarily speak of anything with regard to the eternal future. 
I take it that it is experimental ; that in the experience of a 
believer the condition of his " seeing the Lord " is that he 
should walk in holiness, and if he does not walk in holiness, he 
will lose his vision. It is a very solemn thought. Peter des
cribed the man who does not follow after these things in thi.s 
way: he says that he has become "blind and cannot see afar 
off " so that all his forward vision has gone. He does not 
live in the light of the glory of the unseen. The mark of a 
true child of God in that he differs from every other person is 
this, that he can see the unseen. "He looks not at the things 
that are seen" (they sink into insignificance) "but on the 
things that are not seen, for the things that are seen are 
temporal. ... " We have a new vision, and we live in the 
light of that vision. Holiness is the seeing of that vision. 
It is the looking in the glass and the seeing of the glory of the 
Lord and the reflecting of that glory. It is a man living on 
earth as in heaven. He is delighting himself in the things 
that are not seen. If a man is not walking in practical holi
ness, the first thing he loses is vision. He may go on with his 
religion and his scriptural worship-and many do. We may 
as well face the solemn fact ; there are many in our meetings 
who, frankly, have lost their vision, they cannot see. They 
can worship, they can go through all the forms of worship, 
using the old expressions again and again, but they are
obviously not seeing the Lord. Again, Peter adds, not only
have they lost their forward vision, lost the heavenly vision
because they have been "disobedient to the heavenly vision':
(Acts 26: 19) (vision is given to be obeyed and light disobeyed
disappears), but such a man has lost his backward vision, for
" he has forgotten that he was purged from his old sins." Now
he was purged from his old sins, but has forgotten it : it has
ceased to be vital to him. When he was first purged from
his old sins he could not talk enough about it ; he took every
opportunity of giving his testimony; he was found in the
open air glorifying God and telling of the wonderful change
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that had taken place in his life. I wonder how many of our 
elder brethren would have to confess that they have not 
given a testimony as to their conversion for years? True, 
it is there but they have forgotten it. It has ceased to be 
everything to them. I believe that this solemn, searching 
verse means just this, that the condition of "seeing the 
Lord " is the following after holiness, and if we are ceasing 
to pursue a holy life then we lose our vision. 
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D
ESPITE the fact that there is overlapping, I propose to

confine myself to the lines laid down on the programme 
so that the danger of overlapping with other speakers may be 
avoided as far as possible. This does not mean that holiness 
can be departmentalized: nothing is further from the truth. 
All that Mr. Brealey has said regarding individual life applies 
with equal force to church life and fellowship. 

The Bible clearly teaches that man was made for fellowship 
with God, endowed with the mysterious gift of personality 
and moral choice-made in God's image with a view to His 
likeness. The incoming of sin has not made God abandon 
this. Christ has laid hold of a new humanity-spirit, soul, 
and body will be in the image of God's Son in a coming day 
and in His likeness, for all our desires will be in obedience to 
Him. 

The tenses in the Genesis narrative suggest it was the habit 
of God to walk in the garden in the cool of the day. There 
was an ache in the heart of God for man. As in the garden, 
so in the desert. " Let them make me a sanctuary that I 
may dwell with them" (Exodus 25: 8). To this people of 
Israel He said, "I have brought you unto Myself. Now 
therefore if you will obey My voice indeed and keep My 
covenant then shall ye be a peculiar treasure unto Me above 
all people, and ye shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation." Their privilege was to know Him. He dwelt 
in their midst, and His word was, '' Be ye holy for I am holy.'' 
The pattern was complete in outline but it was only a pattern 
-a shadow of good things to come. So was it with the temple
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of Solomon. So was it with the city of Ezekiel-the distinctive 
feature was that Jehovah was there. 

When we open the New Testament the supreme wonder is 
Immanuel-God with us. He will dwell in flesh and blood. 
Moreover, His own words are first to the individual-" if any 
man love Me he will keep My words, and My Father will love 
him and we will come unto him and make our abode with 
him" (John 14: 23); and second, to the company-" where 
two or three are gathered together in My name there am I in 
the midst of them" (Matt. 18: 20), and so at the end of the 
volume-" the tabernacle of God is with men and He will 
dwell with them ". 

Against this unveiling of divine purpose emerges the truth 
of the Church-the company of the sanctified, not the sancti
monious-a spiritual house-a divine presence chamber-a 
place for the manifestation of the divine presence-a holy 
temple. 1 Cor. 3: 16, 17, "Know ye not that ye are a temple of 
God and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. If any man 
destroyeth the temple of God him shall God destroy, for the 
temple of God is holy, which temple ye are." Obviously this 
does not refer to a material building but to the spiritual 
organism of God's people in whom God dwells. The Corinth
ians in their angry disputes and in their tolerance of evil had 
forgotten their holy calling. God will requite those who 
corrupt the spiritual health of the Church. All Scripture 
testifies to this ; " holiness becometh thy house, 0 Jehovah, 
forever ". " Touch no unclean thing. Cleanse yourselves ye 
that bear the vessels of Jehovah" (Isa. 52: 11). "Touch no 
unclean thing and I will be to you a Father" (2 Cor. 6: 17, 18). 
'� Having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God" (2 Cor. 7: 1). 

The passage in 2 Cor. 6 is the strongest call to holiness in 
the word of God. Every word which the Greek language 
affords to express the idea of fellowship is used in the passage, 
as though God the Holy Spirit meant to exhaust language to 
�xpress the idea of our necessary separation from evil. The 
inescapable fact is that God is there. This will be realized in 
all its fulness in a day yet to come. The sacrifice of Christ 
and its age-abiding ef!icacy will ensure a glorified church 
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. That sanctuary 
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shall reflect without a flaw its Indweller's glory-our union 
and communion with Him shall be perfect and absolute. 
Where no shade nor stain can enter nor the gold be dim, 
In that holiness unsullied I shall walk with Him. 
Meet companion then for Jesus, from Him, for Him, made. 
Glory of God's grace forever there in me displayed. 

The wonder of it all is that this consummation has its roots 
in matchless love. Christ loved the Church and gave Himself 
up for it that He might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the 
washing of water by the word that He might present it to 
Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
Whereas the deepest fact of the Cross is holiness there is the 
profounder truth that the essential reason of holiness is love. 
Holiness as mere purity might have been vindicated by 
sweeping away the race, but holiness as the condition of 
perfect blessedness is the outcome of love. The writer to the 
Hebrews underlines this when he says in chapter 2, It became 
God, it was consistent with His character, "in bringing many 
sons into glory to make the captain of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings. For both He that sanctifieth and they 
who are sanctified are all of one ; for which cause He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren, saying, I will declare thy 
name unt6 My brethren; in the midst of the Church will I 
sing praise unto thee. And again, behold I and the children 
whom thou hast given Me." This is the holy fellowship into 
which we have been brought, all the more solemn in the light 
of what Mr. Goodman said in his opening address. There is 
no fellowship without mutuality. We stand in awed wonder 
at the miracle of grace which brings us into this holy union. 
We are equally awed at the holy demands laid upon us. The 
verse in Heb. 2 is a quotation from Isa. 8, where we read in 
v. 13, "Sanctify the Lord of hosts Himself and let Him be
your fear and let Him be your dread." In other words,
recognize the ineffable holiness and majesty of God and
tremble at the very thought of sinning against Him. Then
v. 14, the Lord is brought before us as a sanctuary to those
who are His brethren. They are holy brethren. In the first
century it was the lives of the Christians that made people
long to find Christ for themselves. In Acts 5: 13, "No man
durst join himself to them." They were such holy, separated,
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people, without any compromise with the standards of their 
age that the rest of the people dared not join themselves to 
them. A man knew that if he joined the fellowship he would 
be expected to make a clean cut with everything that was 
sinful and heathenish and doubtful, and the interesting thing 
is that in the next verse we read, "And believers were the 
more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.'' 
In the nineteenth century it was the attractive power of holy 
men of God in the Church that made the assemblies so power
ful in their testimony. It is still true the Church's holiness is 
the measure of her power. The awe-inspiring feature of the 
incident concerning Ananias and Sapphira is not the death of 
those two whose lives belied their profession, but the purity 
of the Church-such scorching, searching holiness that 
hypocrisy just could not exist there. 

We no longer see such dramatic intervention, yet I believe 
there is such a thing as an assembly conscience, an undefined 
depository of the' spiritual tone of the Church which is a silent 
rebuke to evil. It may be that one of the most solemn 
responsibilities of the leaders of any local church is to see to 
it that this conscience is kept sensitive to evil. They are its 
guardians and their work is in scriptural teaching and spiritual 
example. Moreover, they must see to it that they are 
spiritually alert and competent to deal with evil when it rears 
its head. It is not kindness to tum a blind eye to flagrant 
departure from righteousness with the mistaken belief that 
unity must be preserved. Irreparable harm may result. 
"A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.'' 

Few things try men more searchingly than rebuking sin. 
We like to be on God's side and are far too ready to put our 
bad passions at His service. These are a gift which He 
declines. Christ vanquished sin by taking its burden. As I 
hinted earlier the underlying principle of holiness is love. 
We shall not make others weep for that for which we have 
not wept. The one basis of authority in the Church is holy 
love, and its true character is that in the presence of evil it 
does not become angry or disdainful or insolent, but in a 
spiritual way takes the burden to itself. " Ye which are 
spiritual restore such an one in the spirit of meekness." So 
shall we experienc.e the truth of brethren in. holiness, and the 
Church will enjoy spiritual health in the fear of God. 



The Outstanding Feature of the Church of God 45 

We move into a rarer atmosphere when we come to consider 
holy worship and holy priesthood. It isn't possible to examine 
in detail the varied functions of New Testament priesthood. 
They sweep the whole horizon of a christian's relationships 
towards God and towards men. Certain activities which are 
motivated by sacrifice; the offering of praise from a worship
ful heart ; the ministry of solace and comfort to those in 
distress; the self denial which sees another's need and seeks 
to meet it ; these are expressions of priestly character. The 
high water mark is reached in the presentation of the body 
in living, hallowed service to God. 

Nevertheless the major emphasis is laid on drawing near to 
God in worship. This is the choicest product of the human 
spirit, an odour of most costly ointment not to be squandered, 
the overflow of love, breathless adoration, holy wonder, 
kissing the Saviour's feet. This is not a matter of incense or 
altar, but of the spirit of redeemed man wrought upon by the 
indwelling Spirit of God in adoring fellowship with God 
pouring out its best. " Without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord." " Blessed are the pure in htart, for they shall see 
God." " They saw God and did eat and drink." " Then 
were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord." I have 
heard of two men leaving a meeting where divine things had 
been very precious, and one said, " The veil was very thin 
to-night." 

We know too little of individual worship. It needs a 
trysting place, time and the Bible. We have .lost the sacred 
art of meditation in this age of rush. The Bible without 
meditation is unfruitful, and meditation without the Bible 
is dangerous. To tread the path the Saviour tro9 and ponder 
anew the stainless steps " from Bethlehem to the tree " is to 
shepherd my thinking so that my heart is overflowing with 
good matter, and I "speak the things I have made touching 
the king ''. 

What is before us is the collective aspect. This blessed 
activity should characterize every gathering, but while that 
is true, our own experience makes us think inevitably of the 
occasion when we meet to remember the Lord. The feast 
concentrates all on Christ and the character of the feast 
determines the spirit in which it should be eaten. I am con
vinced that this has safeguarded us from doctrinal evil, and 
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is a bulwark against modernism. It is, or should be, marked 
by scripturalness, hence no heresy; simplicity, hence no 
ritualism; sincerity, hence no hypocrisy; spirituality, hence 
no formality ; submissiveness, hence no pride. 

How elaborate and searching the preparation before the 
priests of old entered the holy place. They must needs come 
to the laver of cleansing before the altar of incense, and the 
call from the throne of our God is "that a man should 
examine himself and so let him eat ". He will examine 
himself as an object of the grace of God, a sinner rescued from 
eternal loss, and his heart will rejoice anew in Christ Jesus. 
But he \vill examine his present fellowship with God, and covet 
beyond all else the enjoyment of an ungrieved Holy Spirit. 
But more, he will examine his fellowship with his fellow 
Christians. Nothing is more destructive of the divine standard 
of holy worship than a persistent and deliberate ignoring of 
Matt 5: 23, 24. "If thou art offering thy gift at the altar 
and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught against 
thee, leave there thy gift before the altar and go thy way; 
first be reconciled to. thy brother and then come· and offer 
thy gift." 

How easy to take part in the ceremony. How precious to 
partake of the supper. Heavy indeed our hearts if when we 
are leaving such a gathering, we are faced with the challenge 
of the Saviour's words, " Thou gavest Me no kiss ". 

If we are priests within, offering praise, we are also priests 
without. There is an inalienable connection between worship 
and witness, the sanctuary and the street. The measure of 
our power is the measure of our holiness. Many are the 
reasons offered for the dearth of blessing in the assemblies. 
Not the least of these is the corroding spirit of worldliness 
which in a dozen ways distorts our vision, renders our faith 
ancemic, and saps our spiritual power. Materialism and 
holiness are poles apart. 

The Old Testament tells us of two men-a man called 
Jacob, who confessed in a crisis of his life that God was in 
the place, and he did not know it, and a man called Samson, 
who wist not that the Spirit of God had departed from him. 
They shared this double experience. First they had no 
sensitiveness to the presence of God; second, that God will 
never compromise His standards. Most of what I have said 
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earlier is truth well known and generally approved. Wherein, 
then, have we come short? Do we in very truth believe that 
the Holy Spirit indwells the Church, that God is in His holy 
temple? Or have we become so familiar with this as an 
academic concept that its very familiarity has spelled the 
loss of its dynamic, vivid power. 

I wish you to consider with me in closing the condition of a 
people where the shining awareness of the holiness of God 
had been lost. In the prophecy of Malachi we are shown a 
people just like that. They were actively religious yet com
pletely blind to their low spiritual condition and to their lost 
influence among the people to whom God had sent them. 
The two things are closely linked; insensitiveness to God 
and devastating loss of power. The awful tragedy of the 
position was that they did not know their true condition in 
the �yes of God. The whirr of religious machinery was 
there, but their unholy questioning revealed exactly where 
they stood. Wherein hast Thou loved us ? Why hast Thou 
not regarded our offerings? Why no answer to our prayers? 
What need have we to return to God? They had actually 
reached the stage of blaming God for their barrenness. Can 
we hold up our heads in this matter ? 

Is it a burning conviction among us that God in all His 
holiness is in the midst of His Church ? Then why the love
lessness ? Why the narrow sectarianism that rends the 
seamless robe ? Why the censorious attitude ? Why the 
offering of worship which costs us nothing ? Why the lost 
spiritual vision ? Why the lost influence of many a leader in 
the Church? Why the complacency with a powerless. testi
mony? We pay lip-service to this all-embracing truth and 
all the while there is the pitiless, relentless, cancer of a vanished 
consciousness that in the midst of the lampstands is the Son 
of Man, "whose kind but searching glance can scan the 
very wounds that shame would hide ". And His unfaltering 
testimony is, " I know thy works." 

God's plea is, " Return unto Me " ; " bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse ; prove Me now herewith." The 
consequences of obedience are: "I will open the windows 
of heaven ''-spiritual fulness; "I will rebuke the devourer" 
-divine protection ; " Ye shall be a delightsome land "
wide prosperity. 
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May God help us like Jacob to wake out of our sleep of 
complacency and be stabbed alive to the solemn reality of 
the holiness of God in the midst of His Church. 

DISCUSSION 

Session (5.30 to 6.45 p.m.) 

MR. H. H. SHACKCLOTH (Marham) : Can Mr. Rollo suggest 
whether or not there is a collective responsibility for individual 
failure in the Church ? 

MR. J. R. ROLLO (Kircaldy) : I would hesitate to say yes. 
I would feel that there was a solemn responsibility of elders 
and others alike in preserving the sensitive tone of the 
conscience, as I call it; if that tailed, then in the degree in 
which it did fail, there might be implied responsibility. 
Elders have a very strong responsibility to put before every 
member of the church the path of righteousness in sound 
ministry. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Is there a hint of that collective responsi
bility in the use of the term " the angel of the church at 
Ephesus"? 

MR. ROLLO : Yes. 

MR. K. G. HYLAND (Parkstone) : Can something be said 
about the place of collective prayer, something perhaps quite 
different from the rather formal very often unreality that we 
find in our prayer meetings? What I am driving at is this, 
that the Lord says, " Behold I stand at the door and knock " ; 
that it is the reality of God in any situation, and in any com
munity that really matters. 

MR. J. R. ROLLO : This is very, very important. Coming 
under the heading of "keeping this conscience sensitive" I 
think there is such a thing as an atmosphere in a church, 
which is created by the spiritual health of the church, in
cluding the activities of each member of a churc� in a corporate 
way. 

THE CHAIRMAN : In His charter to the Church in Matthew 
18, our Lord said, "Again I say unto you, That if two of you 
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shall agree on earth (and He is speaking church-wise here) as 
touching anything �hat they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of My Father which is in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the 
midst of th�en1." We often quote that second verse without 
the word " For ", but here is its true context-when the 
church. as a church. comes to God in prayer. There is the 
Lord Jesus praying with them, identifying Himself with 
their prayer, which seems to me to give a tremendous force 
and authority to the acts of the church " in the name of 
the Lord Jesus '', and a tremendous power to their prayers 
when they solemnly use that sacred Name. When Peter was 
in prison it says "that prayer was made without ceasing of 
the church unto God for him ", which suggests that the 
prayers of the church are something different from and more 
than the sum of the prayers of the individual members. 

DR. A. HANTON (Cambridge) : I think we must all agree 
that we are sadly lacking in the apprehension of the truth of 
holiness. I have been impressed by noting that the word 
"godliness" occurs fourteen times in the New Testament 
and nine times out of the fourteen in the writing of Paul to 
Timothy, and in this we see the emphasis that Paul put upon 
" godliness " as seen in holy living. I was deeply impressed 
by what Mr. Goodman said this afternoon of the necessity to 
bridge the gap of our knowledge of the Scriptures and our 
experience of God. That, I think, is a very important contri
bution, because as one mpves about, and perhaps more so in 
Cambridge to which a number of people come and through 
which we have contact with many places in the British Isles 
and elsewhere, one cannot help but be impressed with the im
mensity-I say this with all humility and guardedly-of that 
gap. 

It is said that we know the letter of the Word probably as 
well as, if not better than, most organized Christian groups. 
I think it is also fair to say that many of us know other groups 
of Christian people whose holy living puts us to shame. I 
must confess it seems to me often said in a sense of pharisaical 
pride, that "we have more light". If we have more light 
how .much greater is our responsibility. I am deeply con
cerned with the lack of love associated with holiness. May 
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the Lord grant that we may not only aspire after this holiness 
through a closer, personal communion with the Lord, but 
that the holiness will be tempered with a deeper, richer love 
for others. 

MR. 0. C. HARTRIDGE (St. Albans) : We all feel that there 
is a tremendous need of revival amongst us. · I wonder if we 
all feel that that revival will never come until we fulfil the 
conditions of the verse quoted to us earlier on in the conference 
in Isaiah 57: 15 : "For thus saith the high and lofty One 
that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in 
the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite 
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones." 

Is not our part to humble ourselves under the mighty hand 
of God in genuine repentance and contrition ? I understand 
that the word " contrition " has a thought of bruisedness in 
it. That is to say our �pirit must be bruised, that we must 
feel the pa:n and the burden and the sorrow of our condition. 
We must be contrite and then we must humble ourselves 
genuinely under the mighty hand of God and confess our sins. 
I sometimes think we forget that we started our relationship 
with a holy God on the basis of confession of our sins, and 
we must, I believe, maintain our fellowship with God on the 
basis of confession. We cannot just pass over our sins and 
failures and call upon God to show us His reviving mercy. 
I believe, from God's word, especially from His word to the 
Laodicean and other churches, we must repent and confess, 
and humble ourselves, and the reviving work, as I see in this 
fifty-seventh chapter of Isaiah, will follow. It is a divine 
work. We cannot revive ourselves. What a comfort for our 
hearts that if we fulfil the condition of humbling ourselves 
genuinely and really under the hand of God and we feel 
bruised in our spirits, contrite about it, God will come in and 
do the reviving. 

MR. P. 0. RUOFF : The word "contrite" in Isaiah 57 is the 
same word that is used in Numbers 11: 8 about the beating 
of the manna in a mortar ; and the same word is used in 
Isaiah 53: 5 and 10, translated "bruised" ; and yet again the 
same word in Psalm 90: 3-translated as "destruction" in 
the A.V. 
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There are a number of eminent Bible witnesses whose re
corded words exemplify the thought of contrition, viz. , 

Abrafiam, "I am but dust and ashes" ; Jacob, "I am not 
worthy of the least of all Thy mercies " ; Job, " I abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes " ; David, " I am a 
worm and no man " ; Asaph, " I am as a beast before Thee " ; 
Isaiah, "Woe is me I I am a man of unclean lips" ; J. 
Baptist, "His shoes' latchet I am not worthy to unloose" ; 
Peter, '' Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord '' ; 
Paul, " I am the chief of sinners." 

Christian biography also supplies these striking testimonies : 
Charles Simeon : " God alone knoweth how corrupt I am. 

If you want to know the name of Him who will be the most 
signal monument of grace in Heaven, I have no doubt I can 
tell you." Anthony Norris Groves : " I sometimes feel sadly 
depressed and truly I have reason to be so, looking back on a 
worse than useless life." Wm. Carey : " I often question 
whether it would be of the Lord's honour to work by such a 
one as me." Henry Martyn: "If God's Word did not un
equivocally declare the desperate wickedness of the heart, I 
should sink in despair. Nothing but infinite grace can save 
me. But that which grieves me most is that I am not more 
humbled at the contemplation of myself." Howell Harris : 
"I have seen more of the depth of wickedness of my nature. 
I marvel to think earth is permitted to support such a monster 
as me." David Brainerd : " I saw so much of my hellish 
vileness that I account myself worse than any devil, for my 
part I feel the most vile of any living creature." R. Murray 
McCheyne : " None but God knows what an abyss of cor
ruption is in my heart." Thomas Adams : " I can truly say 
of everyone I know, I hope he is better than myself." Samuel 
Rutherford : " Ye complain of evils in the heart, atheism : 
but it is to a greater atheist than any man can be, that ye 
write of that." John Bradford (Martyr) : " I am a most 
hypocritical wretch, and not worthy that the earth should 
bear me." Bp. Hooper : " Lord, I am hell, and Thou art 
Heaven." Anonymous: "I sincerely wonder if anyone has 
received so much grace and longsuffering and treated God so 
shamefully." 

The Bible speaks of the plague of our hearts. If we are 
not troubled, we may question our salvation. Those who say, 
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"I am all right; I am saved," and who are not concerned 
about holiness, are in a perilous condition. 

MR. G. STOKES (Ashford) : Whilst appreciating the words 
spoken by Mr. Hartridge about the need for repentance in 
our church life to-day, as it is the longing of us here th�t 
there should be a work of God's Holy Spirit in our own hearts 
and assemblies, perhaps we can hear how this can be brought 
out in a local assembly where there are difficulties. 

MR. 0. C. HARTRIDGE (St. Albans) : I believe in the early 
days when things were not as they should be in the assemblies 
of Brethren it was not unknown that all the meetings were 
cancelled-the " breaking of bread " and. every other meet
ing, and th� saints came together for one express purpose of 
humbling themselves under the mighty hand of God, waiting 
upon God in a spirit of contrition until the Lord revived them 
again. I wonder if that might not be a good thing for us to
day in our generation? 

MR. G. C. D. HOWLEY (Purley) : May I just read two verses 
from 1 Thessalonians 3 which are simply stating what Mr. 
Goodman told us this morning and Mr. Rollo said this after
noon, that "holiness is love "-verses 12 and 13 : '' And the 
Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward 
another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you: to 
the end He may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness 
before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ with all His saints." That is, the increase of love will 
mean the increase of holiness. If we have spoken of unloving 
hearts to one another in the church, an easy readiness to take 
offence, a sectarian spirit that fails to love other Christians 
who meet in other ways, can we not seek a Tebirth of that 
spirit of love in our ministry, in our private prayer, in our 
corporate prayer, and surely that is going to help us towards 
the great end of holiness. 

MR. M. GOODMAN (Sevenoaks) : I think we want to re
member that God is very greatly concerned, far more than 
any of us are, at the state of each of our assemblies. He 
loves the Church ; Christ loves the Church. There is not a 
little assembly which He does not love and that He does not 
greatly desire should manifest His holiness and be a bright 
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light, for even a small candle can be set up in a dark place. 
The Lord Jesus still walks amongst the candlesticks and He 
has a greater concern that the light should be shining there 
than any of the members have. I believe that His gathering 
us together in this conference is part of His loving, gracious, 
urgent desire that there should be better things. He has 
brought us here to face in a way that perhaps some of us 
have never faced before, the question of personal holiness and 
its urgency; and if we went back holy people, I mean really 
holy, I mean living holy lives (it is very humbling constantly 
correcting ourselves and judging ourselves that we should 
not be judged), if we went home like that and met our as
sembly, I do not think we should have to talk a great deal. 
I think we ourselves would be introducing something of a 
new spirit that perhaps we are conscious we have not intro
duced before, and I think we would discover that the Lord is 
moving others in the assembly in the same way. You see, 
the Lord does not do things spectacularly and yet He works, 
and I think that if we found little companies of those who 
were deeply concerned, who were coming together quietly, 
perhaps privately, in order to wait on the Lord and pray that 
blessing might somehow come to the assembly, I think it 
would come, and the things which seem insuperable to us, 
I mean those difficult men-and some of us are difficult men
indeed we might possibly find that part of the difficulty lies 
very near home. We should discover that these difficulties
these impossible people who are standing right across the way 
so that we cannot do anything-it is just because of that elder 
brother, what a trouble he is, nobody can handle him
nobody can, but God-would be solved. 

Now supposing we set ourselves, each in our assembly, with 
a holy concern to pray with others perhaps whom we dis�over 
have the same concern, and we began to pray together, and 
others began to come and pray together, what might not 
happen ? These things are not done by calling meetings and 
airing our grievances. I think they are done by the develop
ment of what has been spoken of as " an assembly 
conscience ", and I think that conscience grows and spreads, 
and so it becomes the dominating thing and other things 
adjust themselves surprisingly. Perhaps some of us have to

come and confess that we are wrong and proud and very 
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much self-centred and self-important, and that it was not the 
other man nearly so much, if we only knew it, as oneself. 
And so we pray and we continue patiently in praying and 
waiting on God, and showing that gracious spirit of tolerance 
and love to the unlovable, which is the mark of the love ·of 
God. For the love of God differs from human love in this, 
that God loves the unlovable and " the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts ", and one of the marks of the love of 
God in our hearts is that we too begin to have a tender, 
kindly, earnest feeling of brotherliness towards people who 
are not ready to be brotherly with us. That wonderful note 
that Mr. Rollo has struck about holiness being in essence 
love will assert itself, and we shall love and we shall be holy, 
and there will be something gracious and holy about us, and 
people will be drawn, and all the spirit of irritation and friction 
will abate just because we are loving. 

MR. S. H. TOWLER (Birmingham) : There is one verse 
always brought to my mind when I think of the holiness of 
the assembly in which one is placed. There is no short cut 
as far as the church is concerned-" My little children of 
whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you." 
We still have to be prepared for Christ to produce this con
cern, this travail, in us. 

MR. A. J. ASHWELL (Pangbourne) : I feel we ought not to 
close this session without reminding ourselves that we know 
something of the secret of how our assemblies can be revived 
-" Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
spirit." If the assemblies are to revive as we would desire, 
and as we believe God would desire, we have got to make time 
for prayer individually and as assemblies, and that, I think, 
will solve the problem. 
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T
HE purpose of God in creation was to bring man into
fellowship with Himself, and this fellowship was enjoyed 

in Eden. His activity during Old Testament times was with 
the aim in view of this again being realized. When the Lord 
Jesus was here, He gathered around Him a band of men 
with whom He found companionship-and the divine design 
was realized again, through Christ and His disciples. He 
made provision for every spiritual need of those men during 
His earthly ministry ; and when He was about to leave them, 
He promised complete provision for their future needs. "I 
will pray the Father," He said, " and He shall give you 
another Comforter, that He may be with you for ever; even 
the Spirit of truth ". The Holy Spirit was promised, Who 
would continue the ministry the Lord Jesus had begun in 
the lives of those men. He was coming to be with them ; to 
be their Teacher; to guide them into all the truth; to glorify 
Christ, by declaring to them the things concerning Him. 

How would the Holy Spirit teach and guide the disciples ? 
The answer must be found in the relation of the Spirit of 
God to Holy Scripture. We should give some thought, there
fore, to 

THE NATURE OF SCRIPTURE 

(a) Its Origin. The sacred writings originated in a wondrous
blending of divine and human elements : " Men spake from 
God, being moved by the Holy Ghost " (2 Peter 1: 21, R.V.). 
These men did not write their own interpretation of the truth 
that had been revealed to them. "No prophecy of Scripture 

55 



56 Holiness unto the Lord 

is a matter of one's own interpretation, because no prophecy 
ever came by the impulse of man" (vs. 20, 21, R.S.V.). To 
them was given divine truth, which they communicated as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit. This means that every 
Scripture is God-breathed, inspired of God. God selected 
human instruments, specially fitted for their tasks, and 
through them He spoke His message, so that their finished 
writings were characterized by the very breath of God. 

(b) I ts Sufficiency. The origin of Scripture is enough to
explain what the Bible claims for itself, a full and final authority 
in the realm of the spiritual. It is marked by realism in all 
its parts, touching life at every essential point, and the recog
nition by the early Christians of the Old Testament as" living 
oracles " (Acts 7: 38) indicates their acceptance of these 
writings as being from God, and as containing all things 
necessary to life and godliness. Furthermore, the inspired 
writings of Holy Scripture were found to be sufficient for the 
spiritual equipm�nt of servants of God, so that Paul was able 
to write of the man of God being "complete, equipped for 
every good work" (2 Tim. 3: 17, R.S.V.). The Scriptures, 
therefore, are our great heritage from the Lord, for the pro
motion of holy living. In them we may find teaching, reproof, 
correction (i.e. amendment), and " training in righteousness " 
(R.S.V.). 

THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT 

If the Holy Spirit is the Teacher and Guide of Christian 
people, the method of instruction He adopts is through Scrip
ture. At our conversion we experience His regenerating 
power and are born again. At the same time we also receive 
the Spirit to indwell us, and His advent brings spiritual 
capacities into being that were not possessed before. The 
matter is stated by John in these words : "Ye have an 
anointing from the Holy One, and ye know all things " (1 
John 2: 20, R.V.). We are given a capacity to understand all 
things in the realm of the spiritual, and in this all the saints 
have a share. They possess a faculty of discernment not 
given to the wisest of men of the world. 

The guidance of the Holy Spirit will always be closely linked 
with Scripture : it will not be contrary to the plain statements 
of God's Word, written. He will work upon the basis of 
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Scripture, ministering the truth of God through the words of 
the sacred text. Through Him, we shall be able to discern 
the meaning of Scripture, for He Who is, ultimately, the 
Author of Scripture, is the same One Who indwells the believer 
who reads the Scripture. He is able, therefore, to take and 
apply the Word of God as we read therein. He can open our 
minds to understand its more general significance, as also its 
meaning for us personally. We shall not be left without 
guidance for life with such a Teacher : He will always take 
us to the heart of things, revealing the deeper implications of 
the words we read. 

The Holy Spirit will guide into responsible behaviour, so 
that His leading, while always consistent with the written 
Word of God, will always be consistent with a responsible 
approach to the facts of everyday life. Speaking very 
generally, He will not lead us into irresponsible actions
though worldly people may sometimes consider the behaviour 
of Christians as violating worldly canons of responsibility. 
His guidance, to be fully grasped, should be understood as

always being in line with the Scriptures when correctly inter
preted. We may read into Scripture our own ideas and pro
duce wrong interpretations because of this. We should be 
careful, therefore, to seek a right understanding of Scripture, 
and we shall be the better able to discern divine guidance as,

God deals with us through the Spirit. The Spirit of God and 
the Word of God conjoined, will suffice to lead us into the 
purposes of God for our lives, pre-eminent among which is His 
desire for our holiness. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN 

(a) The Profit of Scripture. Paul claimed for his teaching
the wisdom given through the Holy Spirit, confidently affirm
ing the special operation of the Spirit in his public ministry. 
"Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth " (1 
Cor. 2: 13). God can speak to-day directly from the text of 
Scripture, or-as He frequently chooses-through His mes
sengers, Spirit-filled men declaring truth to be received by 
other spiritual people. This will lead to intelligence in one's 
living, and the spiritually enlightened will become equipped 
according to the will of God for them. 
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The fact that we may gain the profit of Scripture through 
the communication of the Holy Spirit does not, however, set 
aside our need for personal diligence in the handling of the 
Bible. It is a Book that will yield most to those who are 
prepared to give most. There must be encouragement given 
to young people to grasp the truth of Scripture; to mingle 
theology with devotion. It will be good if some mastery of 
the vital principles of Bible interpretation can be gained, for 
it will save from many erroneous notions in life. Timothy 
was encouraged to diligence in " handling aright the Word 
of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 15, R.V.), and if the young men in our 
churches learn a right approach to the Scriptures they will 
gain much more from their studies in these holy fields. 

Meditation in the Word will draw forth its sweetness, and 
we should all give ourselves at times to quiet thought over 
our Bibles. In such rumination an atmosphere is produced 
in the soul which is congenial to the very words of God, and 
the text will sometimes flash with new fire and meaning, as we 
quietly ponder over its words. Joshua was exhorted to medi
tate therein day and night, and thus he would have good 
success. That is, his task as a military leader would be 
accomplished as he came to a closer discernment of the mind 
of God for him and for the people. So long as he would keep 
in close touch with Jehovah, he would be able to receive his 
instructions and obey them. And what was true of Joshua, 
so long ago, was also true of George Muller, who tells us of the 
way in which he fed upon the words of Scripture and in this 
way nourished his prayer life. The "hidden wisdom" of 
God (1 Cor. 2: 7) will be disclosed to those who come to the 
Bible with hearts that are willing to obey its precepts. 

(b) The Power of Scripture. It is possible to read and know
the sacred text without it becoming a power in the life. 
Whatever we may regard as the full significance of Karl 
Barth's contribution to Christian thought, he has done service 
in stressing the importance of our hearing God speak to us 
through the Scriptures. We hold the Bible to be the Word 
of God ; but when God speaks in power through any portion 
of Scripture, that has become God's Word to us in a double 
sense, for we have ourselves heard His voice through Scripture. 
This becomes at once our strength and defence, for it is the 
message God speaks to our soul from Scripture that is des-
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cribed as " the sword of the Spirit " (Eph. 6: 17). As we 
grasp the Word of God in power we are equipped for spiritual 
conflict. 

The Lord Jesus is our great Example here : during His 
temptation in the wilderness, His constant meditation was in 
the Scriptures ; and He . ruminated upon the experience of 
the people of Israel in their wilderness days. When His 
moment of temptation by Satan arrived, He used the Scrip
ture that had been His. meditation-the sword flashed, and 
the enemy retired, defeated. What was true during the 
Lord's temptation, was true also throughout His ministry: 
He ever gave heed to the words His Father spoke to Him, 
living and serving in their power. 

For us, the secret of blessing to-day is in continuance in and 
obedience to Holy Scripture. "If ye continue in My word, 
then are ye My disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free" (John 8: 31, 32). Here 
is the secret of spiritual liberation from all that can hold in 
bondage. The Psalmist expressed his feelings in this way : 
" And I will walk at liberty : for I seek Thy precepts " (Ps. 
119: 45). 

The risen Lord was the great Interpreter of Scripture when 
walking with His disciples on the Emmaus road. He can 
bring us similar blessing to-day ; and when the Word of God 
lives within our hearts, we shall be able to understand the 
meaning of some words spoken by Bishop Bergraav of Oslo, 
who, when testifying of the help of God during his time of 
imprisonment when Norway was occupied, made this remark
able comment : " The Bible is not a Book-it is the Hand of 
God." 

DISCUSSION 

THE CHAIRMAN: Some very valuable things have been said 
and there has been a spirit of unity and purpose as we have 
sought to understand the mind of God on many things. 

MR. P. 0. RUOFF (Waltham Cross) : I suppose it would be 
quite impossible to overstress tbe very great importance of 
meditation,. because one does know quite a number of Chris
tians who, if they read an assigned portion, leave the matter 
there. I once asked two very experienced Christians of different 
types to tell me quite honestly, " Do you find that every time 
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you come to the Word of God you get something fresh ? '' 
They naturally did not answer rashly, but the answers they 
gave, after reflection, agreed in this respect-they both said, 
"Yes, I can truthfully say I do." 

Reference was made to George Muller and his methods. 
Sixty years ago there fell into my hands his remarkable book 
entitled The narrative of the Lord's dealings, in which he de
tailed his own precise way of using all the words of Scripture 
for humbling and instructing his own inner life, or leading 
him to confess sin, to praise God, or perhaps appropriate a 
promise. A reader of the Bible can rush through a chapter. 
Meditation cannot be rushed : it takes time to ponder, and 
build the truth into the life. 

There is a verse in Psalm 104: 34 which throws a fresh light 
on meditation. The A.V. reads: "My meditation of Him 
shall be sweet," but the marginal suggested alteration for 
that verse is, " Let my meditation be sweet unto Him." I 
believe, as Mr. Rollo was pointing out, God delights in His 
people, and if we can come as children-not thirlking we 
know anything as we should, but humbly desiring to know 
and to do God's will-then His Word will become vocal in 
our hearts, and it may be some far away verse in Genesis will 
become the means of a vital experience under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit of God. 

DR. C. C. HA]lVEY (Doncaster) : I think there are two 
things by which the authority of Scripture may easily be 
undermined-by two fashions of thinking fairly prevalent 
amongst us. One I might call the antinomian rot which 
creeps into our thinking. Not long ago I heard a Christian 
say, "I have been in assemblies twenty years, and only just 
now I have realized that the law of God was made for us to 
obey. Don't Christians reckon to be free from all that? " 
The other danger one might call dispensational excess. I 
once heard a very well-known evangelist spend the whole of a 
Sunday afternoon at an important conference meeting ex
plaining away the Lord's prayer in the sixth of Matthew, 
phrase by phrase, to the effect that it had no significance for 
us in this enlightened age ! Well, if we make the Word of 
God.of none effect.by .our mis-representations, it is bound to 
have an effect on motive and holiness. 
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MR. HOWLEY : The dispensational approach to the Gospel 
by Matthew is misleading. I believe that each of the four 
Gospels is equally the gift of God to His Church. I would like 
to feel that we could get back to the pure teaching of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to see its vital importance. 

Anything that takes away the e�ge of the plain, straight
forward, ethical teaching of the Bible is to be viewed with 
suspicion, and for that reason I do think that the law of God 
is overdue for rehabilitation amongst us ; not that any of us 
want to stand under a heavy yoke that none can bear, but to 
see what the New Testament says about the law. 

Last April, I went to visit Mr. Harold St. John-for the 
last time just a month before he died. We talked about all 
sorts of things, and I made a note of everything because I 
hoped it would be a useful store for years to come. We 
talked about the Christian's relation to the law. He said 
that it is time that somebody set about endeavouring to 
reconcile the apparently contradictory things that Paul says 
about the law, and that we did a little bit of solid thinking, 
not to jettison anything that is right, but to bring all the 
riches of Scripture into our life. 
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I
T falls to me to have the heavy responsibility of trying to
crystallize for you the ministry of this conference. I do 

not think I have ever approached a task feeling less competent 
for it, but I am sure that the Holy Spirit, according to the 
Lord1s promise, will now recall to our remembrance the 
things that our Lord has said to us during these two days. 

We began with the thought of the holiness of God, and I 
recall to your minds the words of Leviticus 19: 2, " Ye shall
be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy.

,, 
We have 

looked with awe in our hearts at the everlasting, infinite, 
majestic holiness of our God; and we have heard the voice 
come to us out of the depths of the majesty of that holiness,
" Ye shall be holy : for I the Lord your God am holy.

,, 
In 

the hearts of us all I am sure there has been set a deep longing 
that we might be holy, truly holy, practically holy, and we 
are all saying to ourselves, "What does it mean to be holy, 
and how may I achieve it?

,, 
We have learned for certain 

that this is not a thing that comes to us all at once; that 
although it is the gift of God and unquestionably comes to 
us by faith in Christ, it is not a thing that we receive once 
and for all. We can never say, " I have attained to holiness/' 
or, "I was made holy last night/' but we have learned-and 
this, I believe, is the supreme lesson-that holiness is character, 
that it is the life and character of our Lord Jesus wrought in 
us by the Holy Spirit. And that is our starting point. That 
the beauty, the loveliness of our God upon which we have 
looked this week-end with wonder in our hearts, may be upon 
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us, and be abundantly upon us, as we live our lives every day. 
And so I am going to try the best I can to answer those two 
questions, " What is holiness? " and " How may I have 
it? 

,, 

The apostle Peter, in quoting that text, " Be ye holy ; for 
I am holy," says also (1 Peter 1: 15), "As He which hath 
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation "; 
so we start our subject in this way-God is holy. He is in
conceivably beautiful ; He is utterly lovely ; the beauty of 
holiness is the perfect expression of the character of God. 
But our God has called us to sha:re this with Him, and I 
believe that when He says, " Ye shall be holy," it is both a 
requirement and a promise. Undoubtedly it is God's holy 
requirement ; it is mandatory ; it is obligatory ; it is His will 
for us ; it is His command to us-" Ye shall be holy." That, 
indeed, He says, is the purpose for which we were chosen in 
Christ before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1: 4). 
We have been chosen unto sanctification. We are called with 
a holy calling; it was His purpose in making us that we 
should be holy, that we should have upon us and reflected 
from us the glory and beauty of our God and, since the glory 
and beauty and blessedness of our God is His holiness, He has 
said that without holiness we cannot see Him, or know Him, 
or enjoy Him, and He has told us that we are to be practically 
holy as well as positionally holy. He has made known to us 
that it is His purpose and .His command to us that we are to 
be holy, but in saying so, He is also saying to us, " Ye shall 
be holy-I invite you to come and share My holiness, to be 
partakers of My holiness," and inasmuch as we become par
takers of any good thing that God gives us by faith alone, we 
learn from Acts 26: 18 that sanctification is by faith in Christ; 
that it is the gift of God to our faith : although I hope to 
show you that that does not at all relieve us of the duty that 
is involved in it or the requirement that He makes of us. 
Since it is by faith, it is by faith that holiness is in the first 
instance. imputed to us. When we receive Christ as our 
Saviour we become enrobed in Christ; we are dressed in His 
beauty; all His excellencies are reckoned to us; all His 
perfection is upon us; we are thereby accepted in the Beloved; 
we are made Christ's and He clothes us in Himself, He Who 
is the righteousness of God-and in this way holiness is im-
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puted to us and nothing can remove it. We are holy before 
God. When He saved us He blotted out our sins ; He cleansed 
us from all defilement; He made us anew; He brought us to 
Himself and we stood in the blazing light of the incandescence 
of His holiness, unafraid, unashamed because we were in 
Christ. Having done that to us in response to our faith in 
the crucified and risen Sa vi our, He now comes to us and His 
voice from the majesty of His holiness is, "Ye shall be holy," 
holy practically, holy in your. ife and character as you have 
now been made in your position before God. 

We find that holiness is first of all negative. In acquiring 
holiness from God by faith, we first of all have to experience 
His cleansing; there has to be the removal of impurity; there 
has to be the separation from everything in our life that makes 
us unclean, the separation from defiling things. If you and I 
are going away from this place determined by the grace of God 
that by faith we will come into the holiness that is made avail
able to us in Christ, we will have to start there and find cleans
ing through our Lord Jesus Christ. This is a purging ; this is a 
sterilizing, disinfecting process that is necessarily painful, 
but it is imperative. It simply has got to be done ; it means 
that you and I are going to look right in the face every element 
of our lives, and to the extent that God shows us by His 
Spirit that anything is a defiling thing it has got to go. 
We have got to take our place with Christ in the complete 
condemnation and banishment of everything that -is sinful or 
that leads us into sinful things. 

But holiness is also positive ; by faith. It means that we 
separate from our sins-to Christ, that we become His pos
session and that the Holy Spirit coming into a heart that is 
cleansed from sin takes possession of that soul and with our 
full consent and with our unreserved co-operation forms 
Christ in us. The indwelling Spirit reproduces within us the 
likeness of Christ, that holy character which is holiness, and 
by that means we are drawn nearer to Christ so that we are 
enabled to walk by faith with Him and we are able to com
mune and be intimate with Him, so that looking upon Him 
we are changed into the same likeness from glory to glory. 
· I have tried and tried again, for my own satisfaction, to
define holiness. It baffles me every time. I will tell you
five or six things that I believe it is
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(1) I believe that holiness is a disposition of heart that
truly seeks the will of God and makes if paramount in the 
life. 

I believe that there is an intimate connection between 
holiness and the will of God and that holiness is that dis
position of heart that truly and consistently seeks all the will 
of God as it affects the life and, therefore, I would say as a 
second thing, that 

(2) Holiness is committing myself in desire and intent to
the· holy will of God in my life so that I "may stand perfect 
and complete in all the will of God 11 (Col. 4: 12). By that I 
mean it is not sufficient to have holy desire; I am quite sure 
we all have, and that is something for which to be very thank
ful, but we need in addition to have a will that is set towards 
God and His will, an intent to embrace the will of God in my 
life in detail as it affects me at every point, as it covers every 
phase and factor of my living. 

I suggest that 
(3) Holiness is that which acknowledges the supremely

holy Lord Jesus, making Jesus (the holy One) Lord of my 
whole life. That is what Peter calls "sanctifying Jesus as 
Lord 11 (1 Peter 3: 15). When we speak of glorifying God 
we don't mean making God glorious, we inean acknowledging 
the glory of God. When we speak of magnifying God we 
don't mean that we make Him great, but we declare Him to 
be great. When we speak of sanctifying the Lord Jesus we 
don't mean making Him holy, but we do mean acknow
ledging Him, that He is ineffably holy and that He, the in
dwelling Lord, is the holy One, and we sanctify Him in our 
hearts as Lord. The disposition of heart that does that is 
holiness. I suggest that 

( 4) Holiness is an implacable hostility to sin in th� life.
It means that I take my stand with all my heart against sin 
in every form in my life ; that I will root it out ; that I will 
utterly oppose it ; that I will denounce and renounce it ; I 
won't have it, I won't sin, I won't, I won't. I shall never be 
holy until I am. so hostile to sin that I pursue it relentlessly 
and cast it out of my life, out of my thoughts, out of my words, 
out of my act�g, out of the whole range of my being, my 
ambitions, my intelligence, my sex, everything else-sin has 
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got to go and J must be its enemy, relentlessly pursuing it. 
More positively I suggest that 

(5) Holiness is a persistent, determined follo·wing after
God. "My soul followeth hard after Thee" (Ps. 63: 8). 
This is not a flash-in-the-pan, ephemeral sort of holiness 
whereby I get worked up at times with great desire to be 
better, this is where I adopt holiness as the policy of my life ; 
this is to be the whole bent and bias of my life from now on. 
I am set for this thing, I am going all out for it. When I 
have done this, it won't be that I have won holiness, achieved 
it or attained to it; I shall have done nothing, but until I 
have those twin attitudes of hostility to sin and a pursuing of 
my Lord I shall not find holiness in my life. You see, breth
ren, this does mean that we have got to mean business; it 
does mean that without any shilly-shallying at all, without 
any wavering at all, without any compromise, we have got to 
face right up to this question, and by the grace of God deal 
with it. And lest you should think that holiness becomes a 
burdensome thing, that it is a thing that I, by dint of my 
tremendous effort have got to achieve, I would further des
cribe holiness as being 

(6) a rest in the power of the indwelling Spirit to bring us
into holiness. I cannot do it; I can clear the line for Him to 
do it, but the doer of it will be God by the Holy Spirit. There
fore I come to this, that if I want to be holy-and how I do
I must go something along these lines, but never thinking that 
any two of us will go precisely the same way; we shall make 
our own individual ways to Christ and He will work in our 
hearts in His own sovereign skill according to His knowledge 
of us. Therefore there is no formula for holiness by which we 
get it. I suggest it will follow generally these steps : 

(1) I must acknowledge " I am not holy 
,, 

. Perhaps we 
thought we were; perhaps we thought of our lives in terms 
of our consistent, godly living; perhaps we thought of it in 
terms of our diligent service,· earnest prayer, much Bible 
reading, and all those many commendable things which 
would make our brethren and sisters say that we were good 
people. All that may be true but we are not thereby holy. 
You and I are going after holiness and we have got to start
from this ·point, " Oh, God, I am not holy, I am not.

,
,
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(2) And I think the next stage is, "I do want to be holy."
"Thou knowest, Lord, this is the desire that is mounting in 
my soul, and the more I look at Thee and the wonder of Thy 
beauty in Jesus Christ, the more I long-oh, how I long
that I may be holy." Well, that is good. If you have that 
holy desire, thank God for it; many, many have not got it; 
thousands don't want it, this wonderful thing. If you do, 
thank God, and if you have that holy desire, cherisl! it, take 
it to God, let it mount within you, don't let it flag, don't let 
it stay there because desire as such will not make you holy, 
and desire not pursued will go sour on you. 

(3) So the next stage-words that must be spoken very
humbly-" I intend to be holy ; it is my will and purpose, 
God helping me, miserable failure that I am. I ought to have 
been holy all this time. Many a time before I have wanted to 
be, but the desire has lapsed, but now, this time, God helping 
me, I intend to be holy." I think, then, that we have got to 
come to the realization, and acknowledge, that it is by faith, 
and that does not mean that we are passive in the matter, that 
we say, "Lord Jesus, I trust Thee to make me holy," and 
then do no more about it at all. Everything in Scripture that 
I can find on this subject tells me that it is a thing where I 
have got to set my teeth, and I have got to come with a fixed 
purpose, with a real determined action; I have got to have 
a purpose that fires me in my pursuit of holiness, but, it will 
come to me as I trust the Saviour, as I yield myself in faith 
to the working of the indwelling Spirit. It is the gift of God 
by faith. But as we have been told several times this week
end, it is something that is wrought in me by the Holy Spirit, 
as I trust Him. Now this is based on the natural law that 
two bodies cannot occupy the same space at the same time. 
At present, here is myself enthroned in my heart, governing 
by its dictates the way I live and think and act and re-act; I 
am actuated by the flesh ; " I am carnal, sold under sin," 
but the Spirit of God indwelling me is prepared, if I will have 
it so, and I will trust Him, to take possession of that throne 
in my heart and rule in my life, casting out the sinful things 
that are competitive with Christ and taking His place where 
He can operate so as to reproduce within me the beauty and 
the character of my holy Lord Jesus Christ. 

(4) Having set my feet on the way of holiness· which I
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find to be by faith, I must now be prepared to deal with the 
source and causes of sin and uncleanness within me. Here I 
have got to do what the Israelites were told to do with the 
Canaanites-there is to be a heartless, relentless extirpation of 
everything sinful ; every sinful association in my life has got 
to go; every sinful habit or practice has got to go, but there is 
much, much more in it than that. It is not only the sins.of 
which I am now aware but it is all sins of which my Lord will 
make me aware if only I will submit to His scrutiny and look 
at my life with Him. Believe me, we are guiltily complacent, 
we are wickedly self-satisfied ; we do not· know, we don't 
acknowledge how wicked we are, and He has got to deal with 
that, and in His love He will. He requires our co-operation 
but He will do it. There is a little parable which tells us that 
when the unclean spirit was turned out of the man, that man 
swept and garnished that house, and there was a glorious, 
clean house, uninhabited, and because he did not put in the 
right tenant, back came the old one, the wicked one, with 
seven demons worse than himself, and the last end of that 
man was worse than the first. Learn from this, it is not 
enough that I scarify and purify and purge my soul of sin. 
That is negative, that is preparatory. I must then in simple 
faith invite my Saviour, my holy Lord Jesus to come and 
take His piace there and rule there, that living His life through 
me I may become holy, like Him. And lest you should think 
that He sets us the insuperable task of cleansing our lives to 
perfection before He will come in, may I tell you that the 
very purpose of His coming is that He may expel these things 
and take their place. You know Handley Moule's lovely 
hymn, "Come in, oh, come, the door stands open wide," and 
he explains in that hymn that he is inviting the Saviour, not 
to find but to make my heart a temple worthy of Him ; and 
that reminds me to quote to you the texts that have been 
brought to us this week-end : " What, know ye not that 
your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost? " Don't you 
know that? You cannot have known it, otherwise you 
would not have tolerated for a moment the things you have 
done with your body. Well, recognize it from now, your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost ; the Holy One is in 
your heart, there to make you holy. Give Him full scope to 
reproduce in you the likeness of Christ. Now, don't think 
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that this will happen in a day; it just will not. The process 
of God, the work of the Spirit of God in the human soul is, 
by human standards, slow. It is here a little, there a little. 
As I obey, He opens up further possibilities; as I take one 
step, He shows me the next ; as I yield to Him, He makes me 
a little more holy. I shall never be aware that it is happening 
or has happened. The moment I become aware of my holi
ness, it is gone, because if anything is true, it is that holiness 
is the twin brother to humility and it cannot exist apart from 
it. 

Now, brethren, will you, with me, face this in your life? 
You are no doubt a greatly esteemed brother in your assembly. 
Forget that. You are now in the presence of God, saying, 
" Oh, God, I am not holy, but I want to be ; I mean to be. 
Help me so to deal with my life and to come into such relation
ship with the Lord Jesus that the holiness of my Savjour will 
be made manifest in me," and I must warn you of this
another warning which has already come to us from the 
Scripture-He chastises us that we might be partakers of His 
holiness. If you go home from this place and there is a pur
pose in your heart, "by God's grace I will be holy," believe 
me, you are for it, you are. You will find Satanic opposition, 
of course you will. You will find every possible resistance 
and excuse and prevarication and procrastination in your own 
heart. You know that very well, and you will find that God 
will say, " This man wants to be holy, does he? I will take 
him in hand, �will see that he becomes holy, but My methods, 
although sure, are painful." But it is in love, and He will 
chastise us that we may be partakers of His holiness. But 
what a privilege to share His holiness! May I give you one 
other recommendation that we have had before us already? 
Added to these practical steps I have suggested to you, there 
is this further step, that as much and as often as possible you 
will contemplate in the sanctuary the glorious holiness and 
beauty of God, that you will give time to the adoring contem
plation of God Himself, not always rushing into His presence 
with desires about yourself, your work, your influence on other 
people and all the rest of it, good though those things may be. 
Take time to be holy ; take time, go into His presence, shut 
the door, bask in the sunshine of His beauty and contem
plate His loveliness, and something of the beauty of the Lord 
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your God will be upon you. Believe me, your Lord is very 
sympathetic to your desire to be holy; He will help you in 
every possible way but don't insult Him by unbelief. Go 
forward in confidence, trusting Him that He will lead you by 
the hand. 

I have omitted altogether the four divisions into which this 
subject was divided for me on the programme. I confess that 
and apologize for it, but I felt that we should go this way and 
perhaps the rest can come out in discussion. 

I make no appeal to you but I simply tell you that our 
Lord is here to receive from us that which we will now bring 
Him-our confession and our determination and our simple 
trust. 



CLOSING ADDRESS 

By MR. REDENHAM GUYATT

M
AY we read two verses in John 14: 21 and 23. "He that
hath My commandments and keepeth them, he it is 

that loveth Me : and he that loveth Me shall be loved of My 
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself unto 
him"; and, "If a man love Me he will keep My words: 
and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him and 
make our abode with him (v. 23). 

There are two things amongst many others, that I am going 
to carry away from this conference. One is the extraordinary 
and beautiful revelation of God we have had. If we are not 
careful when we discuss the matter of holiness we look so 
much in our own hearts and drag up those weird and ugly 
figures of our own personal sin. I think we started in the right 
way by thinking of God and not so much of the holiness of 
God, as God who is essentially holy. That is to say, we did 
not see an attribute by which we could discover someone, we 
saw someone who was Himself the whole of that attribute. 
And not only that, but so often when we think of holiness it 
is to us something harsh and unreal, and if it is an attribute 
merely, something to which we are to attain or something 
which God has as a kind of quality attached to His person, it 
becomes in our experience a kind of cold, puritanical thing 
which is unlovely and unworkable. And the second thing I 
found is that this· holiness of God is a lovely and beautiful 
thing, and as we have had unfolded to us the character of 
God we have seen how winsome, how lovesome it is, and all 
the beauty of His person is there. It does reveal, and reveals 
in a startling, devastating way, the crudity of our. sin and our 
wrong-we have confessed that before God. How busily we 
reproach ourselves that we have not come anywhere near the 
standard we have discovered of God. But we find we forget 
ourselves almost as we look up and see this entrancing picture 
of God Who is lovely, the happy God we were reminded that 
He is. God is beautiful and pure and holy, and our whole 
souls long not so much for holiness, but for God, and that is 
what we want. It was in John's gospel, you remember, 
that it is written, "The Word became flesh and dwelt among 
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us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth." The Lord Jesus is 
leaving His disciples here that they might carry on that 
wonderful tradition of holiness which is beauty here in this 
world. They are disturbed about it ; they are all right when 
He is with them. He is giving them the simple rules by 
which in His absence they may find this same holiness and 
beauty and grace operating in their lives. And He says in 
the first place "He that hath My commandments and 
keepeth them ''-there is nothing airy-fairy about these things 
you know, here are commandments of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Do not let us dull the edge of that word; I hear people saying 
sometimes, "Oh, God does not put us under commandments 
to-day "-He does, and under commandments which are 
tremendous force in our lives because they are commandments 
of love to love. We may not know all of His commandments, 
and we may not have discovered yet how fully they fill these 
lives of ours. It is not enough for us to have these command
ments. You may treasure in your souls and memories the 
words of Christ, but "He that hath My commandments and 
keepeth them, he is the one that loves Me, and one that 
loves Me shall be loved of My Father, and I will love him and 
manifest Myself to him". We were reminded from Hebrews 
that without holiness it is impossible to see God. Our Lord 
Jesus is here saying, "You keep My commandments and I 
am coming to you so that you will see Me." We are shortly 
leaving for our various home circles and our spiritu� spheres 
and business life with holy desires. May we have the holy 
will to carry them out and keep them and show that we love 
Him and see Him day by day. Do we see Him? There are 
times in our life I venture to say for most of us when He has 
been so near to us we thought we could put our hand on Him, 
we could hear Him talking to us, He was not someone far 
away, He was someone nearer than the one we love best in 
this world : He manifested Himself to us. If we do not love 
Him it is because we are not doing something He has told us 
to do. Go and do it and you will love Him, your heart will 
burst with love for Him. "If a man loves Me," He says, 
" He will keep My words," and I think this is a bit more, 
this is His character, this is the holiness about which we have 
been speaking. Just as He the Word, was the very essence 
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of God, the emanation of God Himself in this world, every
thing that God was, so the words of Christ are all that He is 
Himself. You will remember at the beginning of the 
chapter He says, " I am going to my Father's house where 
there are many abodes ; I am going to make a place there for 
you and I am coming to receive you to Myself, but even so I 
am not content to wait. I want that such a surge of love in 
your heart to Me that you keep My words, you will be like Me, 
you will catch My character so that I and My Father can love 
you and can come and take up our abode already here in 
your heart : here in this world." Does this not happen ? 
It is not heaven, but it is the nearest thing to it, is it not ? 
I was thinking of it this morning as we had that incomparable 
experience around our Lord and remembered Him in His 
death. And one other thing I want to link with that verse in 
the first of John ; you remember those two disciples : they 
heard John speak, they heard him talk one day about the 
wonderful Person who was coming. John the Baptist was 
thrilled to talk about His Master; so are we, or we ought to 
be. Presently he saw Him and he said, " Look. Oh, behold 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world." 
The answer to every need of their heart was there. His 
wonderful person is so great. These two disciples followed 
Jesus and He turned round and said to them, '' Whom are 
you seeking? " and they said, "Master, where do you live? " 
He said, " Come and see," and they came and dwelt with 
Him. We are following the Lord Jesus Christ, and He says, 
"Do you want Me to stay with you?" We say, "Yes." 
He wants to be with us. Holiness will never be complete and 
our joy will never be complete until that moment comes when 
our Lord Jesus comes for us and takes us to the place He has 
prepared where we can live with Him and be like Him, and 
He will say to us then, "Come and see". May God help us 
in this. I believe that is what we want more than anything 
else-to find, as we have been told, the Lord Jesus take His 
place in all our hearts. 

The remainder of the session was devoted to thanksgiving 
and praise for the evident grace and spiritual power bestowed 
by God on the conference. 
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(At the request of many, the following address given at 
the conclusion of the Lord's Supper, by Mr. Montague 

Goodman, is printed in this volume) 

" HE SAVED OTHERS ,, 

W
HY is it that that most ugly story that has been read to

, us this morning should mo:ve men's hearts as it has ours, 
more than any that has ever been told? Three men writhing 
in agony on crosses in the sight of a cruel and heartless mob. 
Surely a repulsive sight indeed I Many such a scene had 
taken place on that spot unrecorded and forgotten. What 
made this occasion unforgettable in the annals of time ? It 
was the One who hung upon the centre cross. It was "Jesus 
in the midst" that arrested all attention then, and has done 
ever since. "And sitting down they watched Him there." 
" This is Jesus, the King of the Jews ,, was written over His
head

, 
and it was Jesus who filled the thoughts of all present 

from the chief priests to the thieves who were dying with 
Him. What were their thoughts? We know what the chief 
priests were thinking as they mocked Him there. This is 
what they said: "He saved others, Himself He cannot
save ! " How little they knew the significance of the words 
they uttered or the message those words would convey to 
millions of needy souls in all the ages to come! "He saved 
others,, : others were in dire need of saving everywhere and 
He had come to seek and save them. 

It was a tribute of love. It was a confession on the part of 
His enemies that He cared for others while they cared for no 
one but themselves. They trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous and despised " others ". They went about to 
establish their own righteousness and that was their sole 
concern. But he had a heart for "others". "He saw men 
'ruined by the Fall', and loved them notwithstanding all." 
It was the most manifest thing about Him in His life on earth. 
He came not to be ministered unto but to minister. He was 

74 
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moved with compassion for "others". His one desire was 
to save them, even though Himself He could not save. 

And it was a testiniony of achievement. And that came 
from the lips of His enemies. He not only loved and com
passionated and desired to save others, but He did it! He 
accomplished His purpose to the full. Many a mother has 
longed to save her loved and erring son but has been unable, 
with all her prayers and entreaties. But He triumphantly 
achieved it. Possibly there were many in that crowd before 
the cross who when they heard that cruel taunt answered in 
their hearts, " Yes, indeed, He saved me ! " Was the 
Samaritan woman there, and the woman who wept in Simon's 
house, and Zacchreus the publican, and the man who was 
born blind? Ah, how wonderfully true, as you and I can 
testify, " He saved others ! " 

And to how many countless thousands have those three 
simple words proved an argument of encouragement ? He 
saved others. May He not save me? If He saved the world's 
worst sinner on the cross beside Him why should I despair ? 
Was not that the argument of the blind beggar at Jericho? 
Had he not heard of the man born blind whose eyes had been 
opened? If so, how encouraged he had been made thereby to 
cry, " Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me ! " 
Herein lies the value of Christian testimony to-day. It is 
what Jesus has done for others that brings hope and faith 
that He may do the same for me. 

But what if in spite of all I will have none of Him? What 
if like the chief priests I confess Him to be a saviour of others 
and yet scorn and reject and crucify Him myself? Ah then, 
at length those very words will constitute for me a sentence of 
despair. The most bitter element of the doom of the lost 
must surely be that of Dives when he saw Abraham afar off 
and Lazarus in his bosom, and knew that it might have been 
so different for him! '' Yes,'' said Jesus,'' ye shall see Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of God and you your
selves thrust out." And with what despair will the lost see 
their own loved ones in glory and cry in bitterness of soul, 
"He saved my mother, my sister, my wife, He saved others, 
but He didn't save me!" The Son of God loved me and 
gave Himself for me, but I refused His salvation, and forever 
it must be others and not me I And as we sit here conscious 
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that He has saved us what thoughts have we for "others"? 
Shall we be content with our own salvation while others 
perish? Can we contemplate our Lord's dying for others 
and we not follow His steps ? How much do we care for 
others? 0 may the love of Christ constrain us so that we 
may thus judge that as He died for others so we should not 
henceforth live unto ourselves but follow in His steps if per
chance by all means we may save some of those "others" 
who surround us every day. 
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