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Richard J. Saxby 

lo missionary service in 1he Chad 
Republic. Bclonas 10 Sydney, Australia, 
where h.is arandfa1her. his fa1hcr and 
uncle have all been prominent in 
assembly life. Married Mavis Sefion of 
Bexley, N.S.W. They have three 
children. 

G. H. Fonter is an Elder in the 
Mouo1joy Assembly, Newport, Mon. 
and has many yean experience of the 
7-ycar covenanl5 about which he 
has wrineo. 

Some of the contributors 

Arthur J. Hedley 

A Londoner, born in Woolwich. 
entering the arsenal 1here al lhe age of 
13, at the time of 1be Boer War. 
Converted early in life, he began to 
bear witness, ofien preaching outside 
the ancoal gales 10 fellow-workmen 
durina their dinner hour. Afier several 
years of pastoral and preaching work, 
the call to whole-time service came to 
him and for 11 years he served the 
Lord in preaching and teaching. 
During that time bis speech and 
bcarina became affected, but he has 
s.ince taken up Christian journalism 
and found an even wider service there. 

Stephen S•. Born in Exeter after its 
first and before its second major air 
raid. Over the past 10 ycan has lived 
in Bruton, Bloomsbury. East Dulwich 
and Earls Court. Worla with an 
international firm of professional 
accountants, scrvin1 recently in one of 
their Central African offices, becomina 
particularly involved in problems 
arisiJ1a out of UD.l. Lives with nine 
other bldlclor Christians whose main 
c:onccrn la to introduce Jesus Christ to 
the South Kensin1ton cocktail party 
crowd. 

Laurence Ernest Porter 

Educated at Queen Mary's Grammar 
School, WalsalJ, taking Honours Deg• 
rec in Modem Lanauaaes at Binning• 
ham. After teaching French for. 11?-a!IY 
years, is now bead of the D1vm11y 
Department and School Librarian at 
Bootle Grammar School. Edited the 
Agrud Syllabus of Religious Instruction 
issued by Bootle Education Authorily 
under the 1944 Education Act; 
contributed some cbapten to Th$ 
Scripture usson (ed. J. W. Harmer, 
IVF); has written many articles and 
reviews chiefly for the Evangelical 
Quarterly and The Witnes.r. Lecturer 
at Merseyside Branch of the London 
Bible Collcae. Lives in Birkenhead; 
connected wilh Northfield Gospel 
Hall, Bootle, and Bethesda, Bcbinaton. 

CoNr Plt1111W: The Trouac:ha, hrtbshire, in winter Plloto: I!. W. Tattcnall 



Editorial survey 

We extend our warm congratulations to Dr. David 
Kerr, M.B., M.Sc., F.R.C.P., on his recent appoint
ment to a personal Chair in Medicine within the 
Department of Medicine in the University of New
castle. Professor Kerr was brought up in Edinburgh 
and was in church fellowship at Bcllevue Chapel. He 
is now a member of Regent Chapel, Gosforth. 

APOLLO 8 

We have all been captivated by the phenomenal 
flight of the three American astronauts over the 
Christmas period. Their achievement in reaching the 
moon and orbiting it ten times, then returning safely 
to earth, will give them a permanent place among the 
heroic pioneers of the centuries. Among the millions 
who listened or watched them in their flight, multi
tudes of Christians were thrilled to hear them read 
from Genesis 1, each reading a short portion of the 
story of creation. Even this did not go without the 
sharp criticism of one American, a woman, who has 
over the years opposed any recognition of the 
Christian faith on the part of the authorities. In his 
weekly radio talk •Letter from America', Alistair 
Cooke referred to this, while making quite plain that 
probably only about two per cent of Americans 
would have objected to the reading of the Bible from 
space. In any event, all right-minded people will 
honour the astronauts for their courage and enter
prise. The question of whether money spent on space 
research could have been better used is not the point 
of this paragraph. The flight is now a part of history; 
we can but hope its fruits will prove for the benefit of 
mankind. 

MANAGEMENT PRON E TO DEPRESSION 

Severe depression is the most common psychiatric 
disorder of professional and managerial people, says 
Dr. V. J. Butler, head of the psychiatry department, 
Toronto General Hospital. Many self-denying and 
hard-working people are afflicted by it. It can immobi
lise of even kill some of the most productive people 
in society, Dr. Butler writes in Modem Medicine. He 
leaves no doubt that severe depression is a dangerous 
disease which can and should be treated, the treatment 
being by psychotherapy, anti-depressant drugs or 
electric shock. 

THEATRE CENSORSHIP 

The removal of theatre censorship has already had 
harmful effects. Some welcome this as giving them free 
rein to show anything they wish on the stage. A recent 
letter in the Daily Te/egrapl, pin-points the danger 
thus: 'The recent removal of this censorship has 
simply allowed the literal portrayal of lewdness and 
violence for gain'. The letter goes on to say: •Laxity 
in public standards of behaviour rapidly affects 
private behaviour, and vice versa . . • Moral decay 
is not laughable, nor is it imaginary. It can happen to 
any group of people, but its inevitability should never 
be accepted, in this country least of all.' We need 
add no comment to the above brief quotation from a 
very good letter. 

February 1969 

SUI\'DA Y SHOPPING 

The Conswner Council has decided that it wants 
shopping on Sundays. A majority has voted for 
removing restrictions on Sunday trading, subject to 
limiting the total hours of shop staff. A spokesman 
for the Union of Shop, Distributive and Allied Work
ers, which has about 250,000 shop assistant members, 
has replied by saying that removal of restrictions on 
Sunday trading would be a 'very retrograde move'. 
He affinns the present feeling to be to resist any 
legislation by every orthodox means in their power. 

DEFIANCE BY SCHOOLClllLDREN 

A report published just before Christmas on disci
pline in secondary schools says that misbehaviour of 
schoolchildren is reaching chronic proportions, 
sometimes amounting to open defiance of teachers' 
authority. It mentions disturbances in lessons, 
incorrect dress, careless work, lateness, truancy and 
damage to school equipment and books, adding: 
'This appears to be mainly due to an increase in 
neurotic types of children'. Such behaviour shows a 
tendency to spread, and recent months seem to 
confirm this tendency. Hours of valuable teaching 
time are being wasted, and the strain on teachers 
becomes increasingly severe. Despite this apparently 
factual report, the Inner London Education Author
ity has stated that the authority is not aware of any 
general deterioration in standards of discipline. One 
wonders if this expresses ascertained fact, or if it is 
just the voice of officialdom? 

RELIGIOUS SYLLABUS FOR SCHOOLS 

A new religious syllabus for London schools, Leaming 
for Life (G.L.C. Information Centre, County Hall, 
London, S.E.l, 15/-, packing and postage l/9d.), was 
published on December 9th, and replaces the one used 
since 1947. It was drawn up by a committee that 
included members of the Roman Catholic and Greek 
Orthodox Churches, the Jewish and Muslim commu
nities as well as the Church of England and the Free 
Church Federal Council. It says that •brainwashing 
and indoctrination are to be repudiated, but this does 
not mean that the reasoned teaching of Christian 
doctrine is to be left out'. The syllabus aims at pro
viding guidelines for religious education rather than 
a detailed programme, and it is intended for the 613 
county primary and 134 county secondary schools in 
London. Doubtless it will take some time to show its 
influence, and evangelical Christians will watch with 
interest (and perhaps with some concern also) what 
develops from this new step. 

S.G.M. BOOKLET FOR THE ELDERLY 

The Scripture Gift Mission has recently published n 
charming and helpful booklet on growing old. lt is 
printed in a good, bold type, easily read even by 
short-sighted people, and is well illustrated. The 
Scriptures quoted give reminders of the benefits of 
old age, and some of the lessons elderly people can 
learn. The demand for it has been considerable, and 
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we can well appreciate this, in view of the strong 
element of encouragement it contains. It is obtainable 
from the SGM, Radstock House, Eccleston Street, 
London, S.W.l. 

GIDEON BROADCAST 

On a Sunday in October the Leicester Branch of the 
Gideons International had the opportunity of 
broadcasting on Radio Leicester about their work. 
They have produced a very attractive leaflet giving 
the text of the broadcast. The publicizing of their 
work in this way can do nothing but good, and we are 
glad to know of this, among other ways, in which the 
new local radio stations can sometimes be used for 
the making known of the Christian message. Copies 
of the leaflet can be obtained from the Branch Secre
tary, Mr. D. G. Barnsley, 22, Copse Close, Oadby, 
Leicester, LE2 4FB. 

FRO?'l.'TIER YOlITH TRUST 

N'mety youth leaders assembled for the Scottish 
Training Weekend that was held in Scotland some 
weeks ago. They came to learn how to communicate 
with those young people who are right outside 
organized Christianity. Leaders have to learn to take 
all sorts of things in their stride, if they are to be 
effective in this work. Sessions dealt with understand
ing adolescents, how they learn and how leaders 
communicate. The worship on Sunday included 
prayers, music, readings and meditations that were 
woven together into a meaningful pattern on the theme 
'Making Christ Real'. Information about the Trust 
can be obtained from Mr. Alan Martin, Scripture 
Union, F.agle House, Colston Avenue, Bristol, 
BSl 4SJ (f el. 0272 23875). 

THE MISSION OF HOPE 

The December letter from the Mission of Hope, 
Croydon, gives encouraging news of the progress of 
the work. It says that the official statistics for England 
and Wales shows that the rate of illegitimacy continues 
to rise. In 1967, 84 out of every 1,000 live births were 
out of marriage, as against 79 in 1966. Many of the 
little ones are kept by their mothers, but there are 
always those who bring their children to the Mission, 
'desperate young mothers unable to cope any longer'. 
The adoption department continues to be busy. It is 
hoped that the two new children's homes in the 
grounds of Birdhurst Lodge will be finished by the 
spring. Prayer is requested for the practical side of 
getting the homes ready and the moving in of the two 
big families. The Quarterly prayer letter is sent out 
free, and can be supplied - with any required in
formation about the work - on application to the 
Director, Miss Muddiman, The Mission of Hope, 
Birdhurst Lodge, 14, South Park Hill Road, South 
Croydon, Surrey, CR2 7YB. 

CHRISTIAN TV VIEWING GROUPS 

Christians in England are to make a contribution to 
media education by forming 200 television viewing 
groups pledged to foil ow selected programmes each 
week and then meet monthly to discuss them. While 
they include a wide range of religious outlooks and 
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social backgrounds, a good proportion of cvnngclical 
Christians have been invited to share in this service. 
Its aims are to express positive appreciation, con
structive criticism, and aid in developing an infomlcd 
public opinion. It is to be hoped that it will be effective 
in what it sets out to accomplish, for the general 
well-being of the nation so far as its vie\ving is 
concerned. 

El\flNENT THEOLOGIANS 

The past few weeks have seen the passing of several 
eminent theologians, known for their teaching and 
writings. Among them are Dr. Vincent Taylor, Dr. 
F. L. Cross, Dr. Austin Farrer and Dr. Karl Barth. 
Each of these scholars made notable contributions to 
Christian scholarship during their lives, though 
without question, the most famous was Karl Barth, 
who was 82 when he died in December. Even those 
who cannot follow Barth in all ltis teaching - and 
this will include many of our readers - readily admit 
the enormity of his influence at a critical period in 
Biblical scholarship. Many were set on the track of a 
better Biblical approach to truth by his epoch-making 
commentary on the Epistle to the Romans. For all 
such contributions to a closer grasp of the truth of 
God, we should give thanks to Him. Karl Barth will 
be remembered for the way in which he stood firm 
in the face of Nazi claims, putting fresh heart into the 
Church in Gennany during the thirties, and thus 
helping to stiffen resistance to Hitler·s demands. 
Whatever final view may be taken of his theology, he 
was certainly one of the remarkable figures of this 
day and age - some would say perhaps the most 
eminent theologian of his generation. 

O.C.D.H. 

WHAT'S COMING 

NEXT MONTH 

The world of nature 

Jepblhah 

A 'l\·oman on the outside 

The etern:i.1 Hii;b Priest 

MAINLY FOR WO:'>IEN 

M.uy - missionary to Biafra 

It all depends ••• 

L. E. Poner 

A. E. Loll£ 

Glenn Wyper 

J.K. Howw 

Doris To.ylor 

Mary Batchelor 

Touchstone, Urin: in a Tlllll:lcd World and other lectures 

and articles will also nppear. 
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JESUS CHRIST THE TEACHER (2) 

Harvcs1in11 in the South of En&land Photo: Sport & General 

People and daily life 

By Laurence E. Porter 

'The new and unfamiliar can only be explaine.d 

by lhe familiar and the known; lhe lrulh to be 

taughl must be learned through truth already 

known.' So John Milton Gregory, a pioneer in 

matters of educational theory, over eighty years 

ago. This principle, of working from the un

known to Lhe known, is one of the fundamental 
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characteristics of the teaching of our Lord. and 

is very clearly seen in the material I le selects as 

the basis of His teaching. As we noted in our 

firsl study, His preferred subjects were the 

scriptures, of which the Jewish child from hi 

earliest days learned so much by rote; the itua

tions of everyday life from the cradle to the grave, 
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in town and in country, at home and in the 
synagogue, at the workbench and in the fields; 
and the world of nature which was the essential 
and well-known background of the life of all in 
this community of fanners and husbandmen and 
fisherfolk. 

Our present subject is the second of these fields 
of experience, the workaday world of every day. 
As we read the parables, and indeed the rest of 
our Lord's teaching as well, we become aware of 
the observant eye that Jesus had for every detail, 
and the lifelikeness with which He drew His 
pictures. The little children playing in the 
streets? - a few deft strokes, and we recognize 
the truth of the description (Lk. 7. 31-32) 
because the children we see playing in our streets 
can also be fractious and quarrelsome. Few English 
poets have entered into the heart of childhood 
as did Wordsworth, yet how stiff and unnatural 
he can be compared with the spontaneity of the 
Gospel! Nothing in the New Testament surely 
can match Wordsworth's 

Behold the child among his new-born blisses, 

A six-year darling of a pigmy size. 

Or is it a silver coin that goes missing? - see 
how the woman who lost it lights a lamp, sweeps 
through the whole house, and seeks diligently 

till she finds it. What a wealth of image is evoked 
by that word 'diligently' (Lk. 15. 8) ! 

We shall find too that this accurate observer 
is also a sympathetic observer, not only recording 
what He sees but entering moreover into the 
feelings and emotions, the joys and the sorrows, 
the fears and the hopes, of those He is portraying. 
Who does not enter with the Narrator of the 
parable into the annoyance of the man whose 
improvident friend wakes him at midnight to 
borrow the bread he should have remembered to 
get himself while the shops were still open? And 
which of us has not felt the desire, nay the urge, to 
puncture the complacency and the pompous 
self-congratulation of the wealthy farmer about 
to take what he obviously considers his well
earned retirement? How the Lord's all-seeing 
eyes in the Temple transpierced the motives of 
opulent Pharisees and Sadducees and of the 
penurious widow as each put a gift into the 
treasury, and how in few words he points out for 
those near by great matters in their true pro
portions (Lk. 11. 5-8; 12. 16-20; 21. 1-4)! 

Homo sum, humani nihll a me alienum puto - 'I 
am a man, and I reckon nothing human alien to 
me'. This was a large claim for the Latin poet to 
make, yet but a modest and sober statement of 
the all-embracing interests of the Son of God who 
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for us men and our salvation became flesh and 
dwelled among us. Jn His teaching He speaks not 
only to, but also about, men and women and 
children of every state and condition of life, of 
every pursuit and occupation, and every stage 
from childhood to old age. 

To start with, the children. Our twentieth 
century psychologists tell us, sometimes as though 
the discovery was their own and not just the 
rediscovery of what Jesus had taught so many 
centuries before, that the child's first necessity 
is a home atmosphere serene and therefore 
secure; where the child has complete confidence 
and trust in his parents, and where the parents, 
encouraged by that trustfulness, are careful to 
fulfil their responsibilities. 'What man of you', 
He asks, 'if his son asks him for bread, will give 
him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish wiU give 
him a serpent?' (Mt. 7. 9 ff.). And, in passing, let 
us note that the corollary is also true; the father 
is not only generous but wise, and knows best 
what is good for the child. For implicit - though 
not expressed - in that question is another: 
'What man of you, if his son asks for a stone, 

will give him a stone?' 
Not all of a child's waking hours are passed in 

the bosom of the family or in the company of his 
parents; there is school with its lessons and play 
time with little friends. We have already seen 
that the eyes of Jesus were upon the children as 
they played at their games such as weddings and 
funerals. 

The house where childhood is mainly spent is 
also the scene of mother's daily chores. It is rather 
dark indoors, purposely so since there is the 
midday sun to be protected against, as well as 
rain storms and cold winds. The result is that a 
lamp is needed, and the most suitable place to 
put it must be discovered so that it can fulfil its 
purpose to the best advantage. Men do not 'light 
a lamp and put it under a bushel but on a lamp
stand, and it gives light to all in the house' (Mt. 5. 

15). Someone must see to it that the lamp is 
supplied with necessary oil, or an emergency might 
take them unawares (Mt. 25. 3f.). Meals must be 
prepared also; corn must be ground, this will 
always be so right until time ends, and one 
housewife performing this necessary task will be 
'taken away' (Mt. 24. 41). The ground corn must 
then be baked in the oven (Mt. 7. 30). When the 
meal is over, there are dishes to be washed, and 
this job must be done properly, not just the 
outside of cups and platters, as if they were 
window-dressing Pharisees (Mt. 23. 25 f.), but the 
inside as well. Furthermore clothes must be cared 
for and kept in good order. Mother knows that 
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here also there arc rules to be obeyed: 'no one 

sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; 

if he does, the patch tears away from it, the new 

from the old, and a worse tear is made' (Mk. 

2. 21). 
Outside the home is the great world of men's 

work, and all the world's work is surely in the 

parables. People need houses to live in, and so 
some men must be builders, and to be a builder 
involves skills and knowledge. The foundations 
are of prime importance. The man who builds 
on sand instead of rock stands revealed ere long 
as a stupid fellow as well as an incompetent 
builder (Mt. 7. 26). Especially familiar to our 
Lord, of course, was the carpenter's shop, for 
had He not been brought up in the home of a 
carpenter? So when He wants a striking illustra
tion of the hypocrisy of the fault-finder blind to 
his own shortcomings, He speaks of specks or 
splinters and great planks of wood or logs (Mt. 
7. 3 ff.). 

Again there is the work of the farm or small
holding, occupying more of the population than 
any other craft. The land must be ploughed and 
this is an arduous task demanding perseverance; 
there are those, alas, who having put their hand 
to the plough turn back (Lk. 9. 62). It is tiring 
work as well and yet when day is done there is 
work indoors for the ploughman to do (Lk. 17. 
7 f.). The land prepared, there is the seed to be 
sown, and what a disappointing and frustrating 
work this can prove (Mt. 13. 3-7)! After the 
months of tending and waiting comes the harvest, 
the reapers must gather in the crop, and deal 
suitably with any weeds (Mt. 13. 30). Threshing 
comes next, the wheat must be separated from 
the chaff, and the chaff winnowed away. The 
grain is gathered into barns, and the farmer can 
at last take things a little easier (Lk. 12. 19). 

Even work is not all of life; from time to time 
there are family occasions like weddings, when 
field and workshop are forgotten for a time 
while the family and their friends gather to enjoy 
fellowship. Such festivities were carefully 
prepared, and, compared with western custom, 
long protracted. The betrothal which preceded 
the marriage was more binding than an engage
ment as we know it, for it could be ended only by 
a divorce (Mt. 1. 19). In the wedding ceremony 
proper, many people had their part to play. For 
the bridesmaids and the 'children of the bride
chamber' it was a time of happy excitement; 
duller days would follow and times for fasting 
would assuredly come, but while the preparations 
and the great event itself were in train, rejoicing 

and not fasting was the order of the day (Mk. 
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2. 19 f.). There was much to think of; if the 

bridesmaids were f eatherbrained and did not 

attend to details like oil for their lamps, they might 

miss some of the things they had been so eagerly 
looking forward to (Mt. 25. 10). For the guests 
also, there were wedding garments to be provided 
(Mt. 22. 11), and seating arrangements in due 

order of precedence, to be arranged (Lk. 14. 
7-11). 

In the sayings, the parables and the discourses 
of our Lord we have a cross-section of the bustl
ing activity of His contemporaries from childhood 
to old age, at work and at play, in home and 
workshop, in field and aboard ship - a kaleido
scopic panorama of daily life as fascinating as any 
modern 'documentary'. In this short study we 
have been able to mention onJy a small fraction 
of the wealth that may be found in the pages of 

the Gospels, but it is our humble hope that what 
has been pointed out will whet the reader's 
appetite to search himself for more in this rich 
quarry. 

Two points might, perhaps, be made in con
clusion. First, our Lord was not the first to take 
the material of His teaching from the workaday 
world about Him; centuries before psalmist and 
prophet in old Israel had done the same. God's 
love is likened to a human father pitying and 
loving his children (Ps. 103. 13; Hos. 11. l). The 
farm-waggon groaning under the weight of 
sheaves (Am. 2. 13); coins trickling through the 
hole in the bottom of the money-bag (Hag. l .  6); 
the potter working at his wheel (Jer. 18. 3-4); 
even the loss of a beloved wife (Ezk. 24. 18); 
these are but a few examples of the many scores 
of the familiar sights and experiences that the 
Old Testament lays under tribute to illustrate the 
lessons God would teach. This is not of course to 
say, as some would have us believe, that our 
Lord derived His teaching methods from theirs. 
The prophets, rather, were mouthpieces of God, 
proclaiming His message; He, on the other hand, 
is the Word of God Incarnate. 

Secondly, it is noticeable that this type of 
illustration was clearly our Lord's favourite. To 
be sure, He sometimes drew His material from 
Israel's past; sometimes current events, like 
Pilate's cynical barbarity or the Siloam catastro
phe (Lk. 13. 1-5), which must have provided the 
talking-points of shop and street-corner, furnished 
Him with a text. But through the 'daily round, the 
common task', the aspirations and disappoint
ments of ordinary men and women, their joys and 
their sorrows, He spoke most clearly of the 
loving heavenly Father and of Himself, the 

Saviour of the world. 
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Shepherd with his flock in Jordan 

By Richard J. Saxby 

ln the New Bible Handbook (I.V.F. edited by G. 
T. Manley), the authorship of the Letter to the 
Hebrews is discussed. Finally it says of the book, 

'The truth is that we do not know who the 

author is. Like its own Melchizedek, it marches 

forth in lonely royal and sacerdotal dignity, and 

like him it is without pedegree'. 

One of the most arresting phrases in the letter, 

and there are many of these, is the one which 

begins a short doxology in the last chapter. The 

writer is a true shepherd, a pastor at heart. He is 

longing to see his sheep again. His absence 

from them has made him realise what they mean 

46 

Photo: J: Allan Cash 

Pastors 

to him and though he had need to rebuke them 
in very strong terms for being immature when 
they should have been full grown (eh. 5. 11, 12). 
he loved them just the same. So while it was 
necessary for him to be parted from them for a 

while, he could do two things. The first was to 

write a letter to them, somehow to bring himself 

to them through the written word. This is of 

course, what God has done for us. He came to us 

through His prophets, through His Son, His 

Spirit and His Word. He is longing to see u , we 

believe, waiting for the day when He shall greet 

us as the bride of His Son, so that He can 'be 

The Witness 
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their God and wipe every tear from their eyes' 

(Rev. 21. 4). So the pastor wrote a letter, a 

wonderful letter containing gems which are as 

relevant to the churches of the twentieth century 

as to those of the first dispersion. 

The second thing he could do was to bring them 

to God in prayer, and he did. In that magnificent 

doxology in chapter 13. 20, 21 his shepherd's 

heart bursts out and embraces his beloved flock. 
He brings them to 'the great shepherd of the 
sheep.' Jn the many modern versions of the New 
Testament this phrase is never changed. Jt cannot 
be. Herein is the secret of true pastoring, to want 

the best for the sheep. While it is true that the 

Hebrew letter is a vivid exposition of the New 
covenant, it is also the breathing of a shepherd 
heart. What better advice could be given to a 
local church than chapter 13? How better could 
an absent pastor care for his flock than to send 
them something of himself by letter and then to 
lead them to the Great Shepherd of the sheep? 
Where better could he turn their eyes than 'to 
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith'? What 

better hope could he give them than 'the city 
which is to come'? 

And so has been left to the Church of Christ, 
the letter of an unknown pastor, who stands with 
the divine succession of under-shepherds - Peter, 

Paul and Barnabus, men who gave their lives for 
the sheep like the Great Shepherd who 'loved the 
Church and gave His life for if. Paul had the 
care of all the churches constantly upon him. 
Peter received the command three times from 
Jesus to "feed my sheep'. He was told also by 
Jesus to 'strengthen thy brethren'. When Jesus 
went back to heaven He gave gifts to the churches, 
and one of them is the pastor. No local church 

can prosper without a pastor. Blessed is that 
church which has several, twice blessed is the one 

whose elders are also pastors. When Paul said 
good-bye to the elders of the Ephesian church, he 

told them to take heed to all the flock, and to 

feed the church of God. Luke refers to them as 

elders, Paul calls them bishops and they were to 
be in fact, shepherds. Their work was to take 

heed to themselves, to all the flock and to feed 
them. An unselfish task and sometimes done with 

tears, but ii must be done. 

It seems clear that elders are to be pastors, but 

not necessarily teachers (albeit apt to teach). 
Peter appeals to the elders in his first letter (and 

he himself was nearing the end of his pastoring), 

to 'tend the flock of God whose shepherds you 

are' (NEB). So an elder is to look after the members 

of the assembly. Life today is fast moving. The 

average attitude is every man for himself (note 
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how few will stand in public transport to offer 

his place to another as compared with thirty 

years ago), and the conception of Living to feed, 

tend, oversee, take heed to, look after others is a 

difficult one to find. It takes all one's time 

looking after one's own family and interests. 
An attitude prevalent today in Western society 

and even Christian communities, is that one must 

not become involved in the affairs of others. How 
many times has a newspaper report revealed that 
when a person was attacked in a public thorough
fare, passers-by hurried on their way and those 

who watched the crime refused to help or even 
to become a witness. One must be careful of 

being involved. When elders of local churches 

carry this too far, the result is obvious. When 
brother so-and-so has found himself in deep 
water in his business affairs, one must not 
meddle for fear of being involved. If one of the 
young women in the assembly is contemplating 
marrying an unbeliever, that is her business. If 

shepherds fear being involved who then will help 
the sheep in their distress? If becoming involved 

in the affairs of others means sharing their 

burdens, giving counsel, helping to unravel their 
problems, then one must be prepared to do it. 

It is true that even the most godly pastor can 

at times receive a cold reception or even hostility 
from those to whom he goes to help, but this is no 
excuse for leaving undone what should be done. 
In Africa it is wonderful to see how some of the 
elders will go to any length to insure the health 

and purity of the church in which God has truly 
made them overseers. This is the fruit of &. 
spiritual work of great depth. When the elders of 
our own local church here decided to visit the 
Chief of Police, a baptised believer who was 

absenting himself from the Lord's Table, they 
went because they were shepherds with a burden 
for his soul. He is a man of high position in the 
town, educated and certainly above them in the 

eyes of the world. They are men without any 
schooling, simple workers and farmers. But God 

had given them the care of the church .::ind when 

they went to him, he broke down, unburdened 
himself, confessing sin and coldness of heart and 

was restored. 
Most elders of assemblies today are business 

men or the like, and few have set themselves 

apart for this service as did the apostles. The 

churches have suffered because of it. Could not 

the remedy be in  (a) existing elders ceasing to use 

their valuable time (after work) doing the work 

of deacons that they may give themselves to tend 

the flock, (b) the consecrating to the service of 
God those especially gifted as pastors and (c) 
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supporting more wholeheartedly these pastors 
and teachers. 

Peter, writing to the churches, referred to our 
Lord Jesus Christ as 'the shepherd and bishop of 
your souls'. He was writing to people who had 
known what it was to be lonely and lost. They 
had been found by the Good Shepherd and were 
now under His constant care. Even dispersed as 
they were from their own countries, the Great 
Shepherd of the sheep was with them. Christ 
only had three years to get his men to the point 
of no return where He could leave them knowing 
they would care for His sheep, even 'those who 
were not of this fold'. This meant that Jews 
though they were, one day they must be ready to 
open their arms to the Gentiles. And they did ... 
They even ate with them and later tended them 
as lovingly as they did their own. The true pastor 
will never be class conscious. Every member of 
the local church, educated or unlearned, of high 
or low estate, will find a place in his heart and 

ENCOUNTERS WITH CHRIST (2) 

By Glenn Wyper 

Most people have someone they look up to. For 
many in this century Albert Schweitzer has been 
just such a hero. He was a man who was an 
accomplished musician, philosopher, theologian, 
and medical doctor, but he gave up what Europe 
had to offer him in order to dedicate himself to 
the service of the people of Africa. You and I 
may have other heroes, perhaps a Miiller or a 
Moody, a Harold St. John or a Jim Elliot. 

What captures our imagination most, I think, 
is that just where we are weak and indecisive, our 
heroes are strong and purposeful. Where we are 
defeated, they triumph. In our dreams we would 
with our heroes cast aside the creature comforts 
that bind us and lead disciplined lives. But in the 
moment of choice we often pick the weak and 
�Y way. Then with a sigh we realise that we 
cannot fill the shoes of such people. 

Sometimes it is a good thing that we fall short 
of the standards that they set for us in our dreams. 
It brings us down to reality where we ought to live 
seven days a week. That is where they lived, too. 

On the other hand, if the occasions of choice in 
our lives are actually opportunities given by God 
for us to grow toward a greater maturity, then 
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time. He will manage unobtrusively to bring them 
together so that distinction is lost in holy unity. 
What blessed ministry this! 

Every experience in missionary service, here 
in Africa, as in all countries of the world in every 
century, bears witness to the progress of every 
local church where the work of the pastor has 
been given its due place. May God alert us and 
give us after holy exercise of heart, the appointed 
shepherds we so badly need. From the labour of 
self-discipline that one may be able to discipline 
the church, from the grief and tears for sin and 
coldness of heart among the sheep, from the 
fight against the inroads of false doctrine, from 
the endeavour to keep the unity, from the toil 
for men's souls comes spiritual dividend - a 
healthy, happy church, a veritable haven for the 
lost and lonely. A refuge for the sheep, that they 
might go in and out and find green pastures 
under the watchful eyes of that Great Shepherd 
of the sheep. 

A man with a choice 
(Mark 6. 14-29; Luke 23. 1-12) 

we remain weak to our own detriment. Herod 
the King faced just such a choice. 

Herod Antipas grew up in an environment 
that must have been hard on a boy. His father, 
Herod the Great, had married several women. 
The palace was filled with disharmony and 
intrigue. Plots and counterplots were hatched 
among the women and their offspring in attempt
ing to get the throne. Plots which Herod the 
Great took seriously, because it was only with 
much difficulty and plotting that he himself had 
managed to gain and keep the throne of Judaea. 

Antipas was one of the sons who survived the 
intrigue and his father's suspicious nature. Indeed, 
so well had he been able to stay in his father's 
good graces that the tetrarchy of Galilee and 
Peraea had been bequeathed to him. In due 
course he married a young lady from the southern 
desert, the daughter of the king of Nabataea, but 
something went wrong and Herod's eyes wand
ered elsewhere for a mate. He divorced the 
princess from Nabataea in favour of another 
woman, Herodias, his brother Philip's wife. 

Some time after the second marriage occurred, 

Herod came face to face with John the Baptist. 

The Witness 



TMt \\'")' of l'\lttlOJ h ml\)' IIC'em atrnn;o l\t l\rst, 
ll is s<'mothlna Uko �"l"li' tlmt Queen Btitnheth 
'"'"'I'\'\\ I\O 1mcUen� with n t,�nl tradosmnn. One 
\\''"'" n,u·ola\b � that John tho Raptist camo 
I)\"'> to t'\\Q\> with I ll"rod Antil'ns. John, however, 
wa� � o.·dhll\l)' man. He wn., lbnrloss, 1 t did not 
matte-,· wh,\� h),poorJ�,• was dlown up. when he 
l..t'\OW :>'Nl'\Othh� was \\'f(\l\11, ho �pol.o ninlnst II. 
Whlk, he wns l'rt-achioa uml hnpti!llna In the 
,k.�trt by tho River Jord1m, ho wus confronted 
h.>· rerN-�ntath� <'f three of tho most powwful 
t\ctlClt\.� In fodnea, 1'hc first was that of the truc. 
rol�"''°' who in th<'.'IO days ,vero notorious for 
th�ir �mn, 1'h�• must hnvc cxcrclsM cmormous 
indh't"Ct C\)ntrol o,'tlr the ('COplo. for tnx collectors 
\\'Oft' e,,-er)•whcn." oxl\ctlng their duo ..• and 
nm�h more:,. To thtm John said, 'If you arc 
shll'C'l'O about )'Our repentance. from now on 
t"-'1l�t no moro than Is appointed to you', That's 
brin�h'\il fhlth down to n pmctlcnl level I 

Also p�nt wero members of the mlahty 
�ions of Rome. tho conquerors of tho world. 
T,, them ho said, 'Don't misuse your authority 
to rob hy vl,,1� <'r false nccusntlon. And be 
cont�nt with )•our wnges. • 

Of the three grou� tho most powerful wns that 
<'f the religious lenders, for their influence 
pcrmcateJ tho ''CJ')' soul of Judnou. These men 
were not to be trifled with. Look whnt they 
evc,ntuully did with the Lord. Yet John said to 
th'-'m, 'You nrc so proud of your descent from 
Abmhum. lf it plcused God, He could rniso 
dcscendunt� to Abrnhum from the very stones 
)'NI ure standing on. You brooJ of vipers! Live 
lives worthy of the repentunco you so openly 
rrof�.• 

John exhibited the snmo kind of candour when 
h� wits brought bc!oro Herod. 'Whnt you arc 
doin» ls wrong', ho sn.ld. •vou nrc living in 
adultery with your brother's wife.' A king cannot 
hnvo people going around saying thnt ho is nn 
adulterer •. . cspeclnJly if It ls true. John wns 
quickly put in prison. All tho while, Herod wns 
drown to John. Throughout his life Antlpas 
hnd tried to gnln power lllld position by menns of 
intrigue, armies, nnd money. Here wns a man 
who hnd gnJned power over himself nnd who 
cnred nothing for position. 

Possibly Herod wns reminded of the nncicnt 
story of King David. Dnvid hnd wronged his 
f cllow mnn by stenlifl8 the wife of one of his 
most loynl solJicrs und then hnving thnt soldier 
murdered on the battle-field. Herod would 
recnll thnt the prophet Nnthun confronted David 
with his crimes by telllng I.hut king n fublo nnd 
then drivlna tho point home with his 'You nro tho 

man I' Now right in his own presence Herod had 
heurd the words of a lnttcr-day Nathan. 

Usually Antipns wns bothered by fnwning 
courtiers accking to lngrntinte themselves in order 
to win favours. John was a different kJnd of 
mnn. Ills complete honesty was refreshing and 
ma11n0tle. Antlpns well knew thnt hnd the posit
Ions beon reversed and he hnd hnd to conf root 
John ns kini, ho would not hnve hnd the courage. 

Nono of us cnn 10 on endlessly without making 
certain crucial choice.,. We cannot forever evade 
the lssu"5 that our heroes present to us. On his 
birthday the king gave a banquet for his military 
commanders, his immediate poJlticnl subordi
nntcs, and other leading men of the province of 
Gnlilce. At one point in the evening's entertain
ment his step-daughter entered and danced for 
the party. Everyone was pleased with her 
pcrformnncc, and that pleased Herod. 'Such good 
doncing deserves a reward. Ask anything you 
like nnd I'll give it to you. Anything you like. up 
to half of my kingdom.' He was cajoying playing 
tho mlo of the benevolent monarch. 

The decision was too important a one for his 
step-daughter to make alone. She consulted her 
mother. Shortly she returned and, to the king's 
consternation, asked for the head of John the 
Baptist on n dish. Antipns knew that his wife 
was behind the request. Yet nil his faithful men 
were at his table that night. What would they 
think if ho went back on his oath? He would 
surely lose face with them, and perhaps jeopardise 
thoir loyalty to him. 

However. if Herod truly desired to talce one 
step in the direction of the moral strength and 
courage of John the Baptist, this was the moment 
to do it. Ho could have said to his daughter that 
while nn oath is sacred. the lif o of a man is even 
more sacred. Ho had made the oath in haste. 
What she desired could not be granted. It was 
greater than half his kingdom. But ho did not do 
thnt. For the snko of his guests he ordered the 
execution of John. 

There is n strong desire in most of us to belong 
to the group with which wo find ourselves associa
ted day by day. It is, therefore, n difficult task to 
stand up for whnt is unpopular with that group 
even though we know that the unpopular action 
is In keeping with the will of God. It is hard to 
stand ngninst a deceitful business practice when 
that prnctlcc is adding to tho coffcn of our 
company and thereby assuring us a job. It is hard 
to stand for the rights of minorities when those 
rights arc opposed by neighbours whose friend
ship wo crave. It ls hard to stand for honesty in 
school or college when lho accepted behaviour 
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is cheating or passing off another's work as one's 

own. It is far easier to pay attention to the 

modem equivalents of Herod's dinner guests. 

ln some circumstances, nevertheless, it may 

be easy to stand for the right, but difficult to 

stand for it in a spirit of love. At such times it is 

easy to become self-righteous, making broad our 

phylacteries so that people can see how 'Christian' 

we are. We may be more ready to tell a man he is 

blaspheming than we are to have our Lord 

reveal some of His love to that man through us. 

The "least commandments' are important, but the 

'weightier matters' must not be forgotten. C. S. 

Lewis somewhere has put it graphically when he 

wrote that one cannot go on being a 'good egg' 

forever. He must either turn bad or fly. 

It was months later that Herod Antipas met 

another man who exhibited the qualities of the 
dead John. The trial of the Lord Jesus from 

beginning to end was a judicial farce. It began in 

the middle of the night when the council legally 

could not act. It was presided over by clergy who 
had 'rigged' the whole affair and were merely 

bringing to a conclusion months of plotting and 

years of bitter antagonism. It was moved forward 

by the accusation of witnesses who did not bother 
getting their facts straight before they eagerly 

condemned the Lord. It was handed from one 

authority to another in order to obtain the 
death sentence that was sought. First Pilate, the 

Roman procurator of Judaea, was given a chance 

to condemn Christ. Pilate knew Jesus was 

innocent, but he was concerned more with 

his own job than with justice. Because Jesus' 

home was in Galilee, He was next sent to Herod. 

After he had executed John the Baptist, Herod 

had heard of the preaching and healing of the 

Lord. To him, that could only mean one thing: 

John had risen from the dead and was probably 

going to get revenge. Through time, however, 

Herod came to realise that his fears were un

founded. John had not risen from the dead. This 

wonder-worker was another man. 

For a long time he had wanted to see Jesus. 

Especially did he wish to see the Lord perform 

some miracles. (Magic tricks were as popular 

then as they are today.) Reading between the 

lines of Scripture, however, I think there was 

another reason for wanting to meet Him. A short 

time earlier Herod had sent messengers to the 

Lord to say that he planned to kill Him. But 

Jesus could not be made afraid. 'Tell that fox', 

He said, 'that I am going to continue working 

and continue on my way to Jerusalem.' This was 

exactly the kind of boldness Herod had seen in 

so 

John. Now, unexpectedly, Pilate had provided 

the opportunity to satisfy his curiosity. 

As entertainment goes, the meeting with Jesus 

of Nazareth was a flop. We are told that the king 

questioned Jesus at length. What his purpose 

was in so doing, we can only guess. Undoubtedly 

there would be some interrogation about His 

alleged crimes. People were standing by, accusing 

Christ of a variety of things. 

The Preacher says that there is 'a time to keep 

silence, and a time to speak'. For the Lord Jesus 

this was a time to keep silent. Herod was not 

seeking the way of righteousness. Prophetic 

boldness, he had discovered, had Jost much of 

its appeal. He was looking for amusement. 

Perhaps, also, he wished finally to assure himself 

that he had nothing to fear from a resurrected 

John. His soul was not even as receptive as that 

of Pilate . .. who himself was no spiritual 

pilgrim. (Jesus spoke to Pilate.) Alexander 

MacLaren has noted, 'That sad silence speaks 

Christ's knowledge that now even His words 

would be in vain to create a ripple of interest 

on the Dead Sea of Herod's soul.' The die had 
long been cast in the life of Herod Antipas. He 

had but to put his seal on it by contemptuously 
mocking Christ as the King of the Jews. 

At what point does one make that choice that 

turns him away from the will of God? It is not 

knowledge we require; we all have knowledge 

sufficient to act upon. It is not examples we need 

to show us the way. Hypocrites abound, it is 

true, but many saints have gone before. Herod, 

it would seem, made the choice that night in that 

banquet room. How many of us are moving 

toward our own banquet rooms? 

The king of Nabataea did get revenge upon 

Herod by defeating him in battle a few years 
after the night of the Lord's trial. Eventually 

Antipas was denounced before Caesar by his 
own nephew and spent the last years of his life 

in exile. It could have been otherwise. 

NO MORE CURSE 

(Rev. 22. 3) 

'Twos on a Cross without the gate 

Our God His victory won; 

O'er Death and Hell and Evil. 

O'er Death and Hell and Evil 

We share the glorious triumph, 

Through Christ-Etemal Son. 

O'er Death and Hell and El'il 

Our God His victory won! 

PETER RomNSON-
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'A PRIEST FOR EVER ... ' (2) 

By J. K. Howard 

That there are two aspects of the mediatorial work 

of Christ is a matter to which attention has 
previously been drawn. In the first place He has 
revealed and mediated God to man and in the 
second place He has brought man to God. In 
both tasks our Lord is continually active as He 
brings the awareness of God to man's inner being 
by the impartation of His own life through His 
Spirit, and as He maintains this renewed relation
ship through His activity as mediator, as go
between, representing His people to their God. 

This dual aspect of Christ's work is again 
brought to the fore in the section from which our 
text is taken. As the writer speaks of the high
priestly work of Christ he describes Hirn as 
•Jesus, the Son of God' (4. 14). Our attention 
is focused on the double-sidedness of the life of 
our Lord, who as Jesus of Nazareth was •made 
like unto his brethren', one with us in every 
respect, and as Son of God stood in that unique 
position of which John could write that 'what 
God was the Word was' (NEB). This Jesus is the 
great high priest of His people, far above any
thing that the old order could produce, who has 
passed through (dia) the heavens. The reference 
is to the traditions of the time, Christ bas passed 
from this lower earth, through the middle world 
of the heavens into the very presence of God 
Himself (cf. Eph. 4. JO). The reference is thus to 
the exaltation of Christ, that event which is 
inseparable from the resurrection and yet at the 
same time completes it. This is the seal of the 
Christian's certainty that the high-priestly minis
try of the Lord is real and valid. Our confidence 
is grounded in the present status of the Lord, that 
He is, to use the imagery of the New Testament, 
at the right hand of God and that He •ever liveth 
to make intercession.' 

It is probable that there was also another 

picture in our writer's mind at this point. It is 
likely that he was thinking in terms of the entry 
of the priest of the old Jewish order into the 
central shrine of the Temple. This entry into the 
inner shrine was reserved for the high priest and 
then only on the great Day of Atonement, a 
ceremony which the author of the letter to the 
Hebrews sees as possessing many parallels to the 
events of the Passion. Thus as the old priest 
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The royal high priest 

passed through the successive courts of the 
Temple into the inner shrine, so Christ, having 
made His sacrifice, has passed through the heav
ens into the presence of God. This is a line of 
thought that the writer developed later in his 
letter. 

Our author now makes the point that the 
validity of a priestly ministry depends on the 
common humanity of priest and people. This 
fundamental solidarity is shared by Christ, a 
matter to which we shall return presently. 
Furthermore, high priests are not self-appointed 
but rather they are called of God to their high 
office. No doubt the author was well aware of 
the fact that such a statement could hardly be 
made of the Judaism of his time. The last legiti
mate high priest had been Onias Ill who had been 
deposed and assassinated at the instigation of 
the Seleucid king Antiochus IV Epiphanes. 
This had happened some 230 years before 
our letter was written, some time around the 
year 170 BC. Since that time the office of high 
priest had been essentially in the hands of 
usurpers and had been often associated with 
shameless nepotism and corruption. 

The position of Christ, however, is due to His 
calling from God, a calling, furthermore, which 
bears a double aspect. This is demonstrated from 
the two quotations from the Psalms in which the 
Lord's Sonship and royal priesthood are pre

sented. In the first place He is called God's Son 
(5. 5) as the ancient royal psalm (Psa. 2) is applied 
to Him. This psalm is closely related to Psa. 110 

from which the other quotation is taken. Both are 
royal psalms and probably had an important 
place in the liturgy of ancient Israel, especially 
with regard to the enthronement or coronation 
of the king. The king was described as God's 
son, not in any adoptive sense, but because he 
was God's representative, His shepherd ruling 
over His flock. Now the divine decree from the 
old royal ceremonial is applied to .Christ, and the 

psalm, which the rabbis viewed as Messianic, 
finds its ultimate fulfilment in the One who wus 
truly Son of God in a unique sense, the One made 
both Lord and Messiah. 

It should be remembered at this point that an 

echo of Psa. 2. 7 is contained in the words 
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addressed to Christ at His baptism - 'This is my 
Son, the Beloved in whom I am well pleased.' 
Our Lord is pronounced, and the pronouncement 
is confirmed by the anointing of the Spirit, as 
King-Messiah. But the words of the heavenly 
voice contain another allusion, they contain an 
echo of Isa. 42. l. The pathway of the Messiah 
was to be the path of the Suffering Servant. In 
the Servant Songs of Isaiah, the Servant is seen 
as one who would arise from Israel, who would 
be thoroughly identified with his people in every 
respect, and who would embody in himself all 
that Israel should have been. In other words the 
prophetic concept of the godly remnant has 
become narrowed down into one Person, the 
perfect Servant of the Lord, who would produce 
out of Himself a new community. In Christ that 
new community, that new Israel, has been formed, 
a community which embodies both Jew and 
Gentile, for He has made in Himself, out of the 
two, one new man (Eph. 2. 15). 

Beyond this, however, lies the inescapable fact 
that the mission of the Servant could only be 
accomplished through suffering. It is at this point 
that the mission of the Lord becomes so obviously 
identifiable with that of the Servant. The righteous 
Servant was to bear the iniquities of the people 
(Isa. 53. 11), and Jesus identifies Himself with 
His people in the act of a baptism to repentance, 
and thus as the Representative Man He fulfils for 
all men, by His perfect obedience, the lack of 
human obedience to the will of God. It is on the 
basis of this fact that our Lord can stand as the 
High Priest of His people who has offered to God 
the spotless self-offering of His own perfect 
obedience. Thus Christ stands not only as King
Messiah by virtue of the divine decree, but also, 
again by a divine decree, He stands as the King
Priest who has effected a total mediation on 
behalf of His people. 

The idea of Christ's royal priesthood is 
contained in the quotation from Psa. 110. 4. Once 
again this is one of the enthronement psalms, but 
here, even more than in Psa. 2, we have a univer
sal outlook and a God-centredness which point 
us beyond the immediate circumstances of 
Israel's kings to an ultimate fulfilment in the 
coming King-Messiah. As A. Weiser has written, 
'the psalm regards the priestly kingship of an 
earthly ruler as the representation of God on 
earth, who is the Lord of history'. Thus in the 
promise to the king of an eternal priesthood after 
the order of Malchizedek, as already he had been 
promised an eternal kingdom, our thought is direc
ted on to God's ultimate Representative in whom 
alone these promises could receive a total fulfil-
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ment. lt might be as well to note here, and perhaps 
clear up any misunderstandings, that Israel's kings 
exercised priestly functions, they were royal 
priests able to represent their people before God 
and to offer sacrifice to Him (cf. 2 Sam. 6. 17, 
24, 25; 1 Kings 8. 5, 62, etc.). The case of Uzziah 
does not prove the reverse, his judgment was the 
result of usurping the prerogatives of the Aaronic 
priesthood. 

The historical background of Psa. 110 was 
probably the entry into the Jebusite stronghold 
of Jerusalem under David. The city now became 
an integral part of the Davidic kingdom and was 
to become, indeed, its capital. Thus the worship 
of the original inhabitants of 'God Most High' is 
linked with the worship of Israel's God, and the 
pre-Davidic dynasty of the city becomes linked 
with the founding of David's line. David can 
thus stand as the spiritual and physical heir of the 
patriarchal king Melchizedek. All this now 
reaches its full and perfect fulfilment in great 
David's greater Son, who in a very real sense is 
King of righteousness and peace, the meanings 
given to Melchizedek and Salem respectively. 
These attributes are part of the experience of 
everyone who has been incorporated into Christ, 
for the one who is brought to God through the 
mediation of this King finds indeed that the new 
righteousness which God grants through Him 

is the basis of a new peace and reconciliation. 
In order to fulfil his obligations to the people 

the priest must be a man who shares in the 
experiences of his people. Christ is no exception 
to this rule, He is qualified for His task because 

He shared the fuJness of human life. We have 
already noted His total identification with the 
people in His baptism at the hands of John, but 
this identification reached to every part of His 
life. He accepted and shared our limitations, our 
sufferings, our temptations. He stood where we 
stand, but where we fail He conquered, and both 
by virtue of His victory and His knowledge of our 
situation He is fitted to be our High Priest. As 
one writer has put it, 'it was by fulfilling the role 
of the suffering servant that He was perfectly 
fitted to be our Saviour and High Priest'. 

On the grounds of this experience of the human 
situation our writer can say that the Lord was 
'made perfect'. At first sight such words may 
appear strange. Commenting on the idea of 
te/eiosis (consummation, bringing to perfection), 
Bishop Westcott says: 'He who is te/eios bas 

reached the end which is in each case set before 
him, maturity of growth, complete development 

of powers, full enjoyment of privileges, perfect 
possession of knowledge'. The knowledge of the 
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Lord is the knowledge of personal experience, and 
for this reason it can be said of Him that He 
'suffers (sumpathii) with our weaknesses' (4. 14), 
for He has been there before us. Here is the 
ground of the validity of His high-priestly 
ministry. 

It needs to be remembered that the fact that 
our Lord was never guilty of sin in thought or 
action does not in any way lessen the reality of 
His temptations. It is only the one who fights 
against and conquers temptation who really 
knows what temptation is. T. H. Robinson 
commenting on this verse remarks, 'the very 
richness of His human nature exposed Him all 
the more fully to the assaults of temptation'. In 
every side of His human nature He shared our 
moral conflict, for our Lord was man. Indeed, 
we must go further, He was a Man, living at a 
particular place, at a particular time. This is the 
scandal of the Christian faith, the scandal of 
particularity, that God voluntarily limited 
Himself to a particular place at a particular 
period of man's history, in a particular man, and 
that as man He shared in the limitations of 
creaturchood. This experience is the ground upon 
which He can suffer with us. 

Bearing all this in mind we come again face 

MIGHTY MEN OF VALOUR (2) 

By A. E. Long 

'The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of 
valour' (Jud. 6. 12). 

Gideon was the sixth of thirteen judges who ruled 
over Israel, having won them a respite from 
domination by their foes. Alone among the 
judges, he and Jephthab, the ninth judge, share 
the distinction of being called a 'mighty man of 
valour', although it can scarcely be doubted that 
most of the other judges were also men of 
remarkable courage and prowess, despite that 
they are not so designated. 

Although there are at least eight individuals, 
in the Old Testament, who are specifically said 
to have been 'mighty men of valour', Gideon has 
a claim to have been outstanding among them, 
in that he alone was so addressed by 'the angel 
of the Lord'. The appearance of the angel to him 
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to face with an exhortation. Once again we are 
encouraged to hold fast to our confession 
(11omologia), for in the midst of our trials and 
temptations, when we feel like throwing in the 
sponge, we have the assurance that our Lord has 

been through this before us. Thus we may go 
boldly into the presence of God to receive, 
through the continuing mediation of Christ, that 
help and strength which we need. For the 
Christian the throne of God is a throne of grace, 
for on the ground of the perf cct sacrifice of the 
perf cct High Priest God is met in grace and not in 
judgment. 

Thus God's King, the one who has been made 
both Lord and Messiah, the one in whom God's 
kingly authority was fully revealed, is also, as He 
continues to exercise that rule and authority over 
His people, their great High Priest. He is fully 
identified with them by sharing in their humanity, 
and through the reality of His sufferings and His 
consequent sympathy, He is able fully to exercise 
His function. Thus He brings to His people 
through His supreme self-sacrifice, a matter which 
will be more before us in our next study, an 
eternal salvation, and day by day He provides 
that grace and timely help which belong to His 
present deliverance and mediatorial work. 

Gideon 

was probably a Christophany of the Old Testa
ment, since in the record 'the angel of the Lord' is 
identified with 'the Lord' Himself. Gideon so 
recognised and acknowledged Him (cf. vv. 14-16, 
23). It could, of course, be argued that, in the 
cases of other men described by Scripture to have 
been 'mighty men of valour', Scripture itself 
gives a like endorsement to a claim to fame in 
that respect, equally with Gideon. 

At the time of the angel's appearance to 
Gideon, nothing seemed less likely to be true than 
the angel's word 'The Lord is with thee, thou 
mighty man of valour'. At that time the Israelites 
suffered the depredation of their crops and stock 
by the Midiaoites and other foes, whereby they 
were greatly impoverished (vv. 3-{i). To conceal 
themselves, their property and their interests 
from the Midiaoites, the Israelites 'made them 
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the dens which arc in the mountains, and caves, 

and strongholds' (v.2). Among such clandestine 

activity, Gideon was surprised by the coming of 

the angel of the Lord to him, for he 'threshed 

wheat by the wincpress, to hide it from the Mid

ianites'. That, in the disturbed circumstances of 

the time, Gideon should have threshed any kind of 

corn, was significant of the faith which the author 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews ascribes to him 

(eh. 11. 32); that he accepted the risk of the 

possible loss of the best kind of corn, 'wheat', 

was significant of the measure of that faith which 
was fundamental to God's use of the man. 

It was when Gideon was so engaged that the 
angel addressed him as 'thou mighty man of 

valour·. Gideon's querulous reply appears to 
recall an unnamed prophet's earlier message to 
and reproof of Israel, in which He had recounted 
God's deliverance of their fathers from Egypt 

and how He prospered the people in the conquest 
of Canaan (vv. 7-10). The angel had said to 

Gideon 'The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man 
of valour', by way of personal enduement. 

Gideon, remembering the prophet's words to 
the nation, protested that Israel's then plight 

seemed wholly inconsistent with those earlier 

deliverances and successes and he appeared to 
question the truth of the angel's word, as his 
n:ply suggests - 'Oh my Lord, if the Lord be 
with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where 

be all his miracles which our fathers told us of ... 

but no,\ the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered 
us mto the hands of the Midianites' (v. 13). In 
fact, the angel had said 'The Lord is with thee', 
not 'with us' (cf. vv. 12, 13; eh. 2. 18). 

AJthough Gideon was wrong in assuming that 

what the angel had predicted was personally true 

of him, was ipso facto true of the whole nation, 

his attitude was nonetheless wholly right in 

that it betokened a becoming humility - 'where

with shall I save Israel? behold, my family is 

poor in Manasseh, and I am the leasi in my 
father's house'. This confession of personal 

inadequacy and weakness was Gideon's real 
strength, as the angel's words suggest - 'Go in 
this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from ... 
the Midianites; have not I sent thee?' The Lord 

saw what was potential in Gideon, by virtue of 

divine enduement; not the felt weakness and 

professed inadequacy - 'wherewith shall I save 

Israel?' That the Lord was 'with' Gideon was a 

guarantee of the performance of all that the 

angel had said. There can be no effective 'valour', 

save that which stems from the Lord's enabling 

presence. 

Gideon was·a man of faith, as the record shows, 
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but it was a faith that needed encouragement by 

'signs'. Had He lived in a later age, his requests 

to God that he be given confirmatory evidence 

of his calJ would probably have been discouraged, 

even as the Lord Jesus discouraged His genera

tion in its request for signs, that they might 'see 

and believe' (cf. John 4. 48; 20. 29). In Gideon's 

less enlightened age God bore patiently with his 

hesitations and gave him all, even more than, the 

signs, he asked for. Firstly, Gideon asked 'Show 

me a sign that thou talkest with me', a confirma

tory sign of God's intention to save Israel by him. 

This God gave to him, through the angel's 

miraculous acceptance of his offering. Later, 

when Gideon, having been endued with the Holy 
Spirit, summoned the people to battle against the 

Midianites, he asked for still another sign, which, 

being given, he asked for yet another sign to 
confirm the former, in the matter of the fleece 
of wool and the dew, so that he might be fully 

assured that God would indeed save Israel by bis 
hand. 

God not only bore with Gideon's hesitations, 
in confirming his faith by signs, but recognised 
the natural fears arising from those very hesita
tions and took steps to assuage them. Thus, when 

God directed Gideon to 'get thee down unto the 
host', since it was even then virtually 'delivered ... 

into (his) hand', He told Gideon 'if thou fear to 
go down, go thou with Phurah thy servant'. Not 

only were there twenty-two thousand of his 
would-be troops who were 'fearful and afraid', 
but Gideon himself shared their fear, although 
not to the extent of abdicating, like them, his 
task. To have had a willing friend to accompany 
him, in the person of Phurah, to whom he could 

confide his fear, was to have had the advantage 

of fellowship, for 'Two are better than one' 

(Eccles. 4. 9). Moreover, God further encouraged 

His servant through an overheard conversation 
on the outskirts of the enemy's camp. This 

Gideon accepted as final and positive proof of the 

certainty of God's promise to save Israel by 

him (Jud. 7. 13-15). 

These hesitations and fears on Gideon's part 

were aU foreknown to the angel who appeared 

to him and pronounced him to be a 'mighty man 

of valour', but the Lord not only saw his actual 

weaknesses; He also perceived his potential 

strength, through His enabling presence. 

After the spectacular victory of Gideon and 

his three hundred God-chosen men over the 

Midianites, Gideon lost the callowness which 

had marked him at the time of God's call to 

him. In and after the battle, he was seen to be 

the 'mighty man of valour' which the angel had 
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perceived him potentially to be. His ordering or 
the battle and the method adopted by him to 
create the maximum conrusion among the enemy, 
the summoning of the Ephraimites to cut off the 
retreat of those who had escaped the battle, all 
showed him to be a man or strategy and resource. 
The pliant youth discovered threshing wheat in 
the winepress had become a seasoned warrior, a 
veritable 'mighty man of valour'. He had come 
to know when to be accommodating and con
ciliatory, as in his tactful reply to the aggrieved 
Ephraimites (ch. 8. 1-3), in which episode he 
furnished notable proof of the truth of Solomon •s 
dictum 'A soft answer tumeth away wrath' 
(Pro. 15. 1) and when to be uncompromising and 
stern, as with the men of Succoth and of Penuel, 
who refused his small army victuals (vv. 5-9) 
and thereby jeopardised his chance of complete 
victory. The man who knew when and to whom 
to act with moderation, also recognised those 
persons and occasions which required sterner 
measures. 

Gideon's character and experience illustrates, 
as indeed does that of the Book of the Judges in 
general, the truth of Paul's words - 'God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty ... yea, and things 
which are not ('mere nothings' NEB), to bring to 
nought things that are' (1 Cor. 1. 27, 28). He 
takes them, raw material such as they are and 
from such unpromising material produces the 
finished article of 'mighty men of valour', even 
as David's 'mighty men' (2 Sam. 23. 8) were 
produced from the motley company that gathered 
to him in the cave of Adullam (I Sam. 22. 1, 2). 

He shall be like a tree 

(Psalm 1. 3) 

Where the living waters pour, 

Each by deep roots thriven, 

Bringing forth good fruit they soar, 

Ever into heaven,· 

There no leaf or bra11d1 shall fade 

In that perfumed garden, 

For the Lord the trees hath made -

He their co11sta11t Warden. 

February 1969' 

N.S.D. 

The book and the party 

By G. H. Forster 

A nation largely devoted to a leader, a book and a 
party. That has been a new feature in the un
folding history of the world in recent years. 
Adolph Hitler, Mci11 Kampf (My Struggle) and 
the Nazi Party in Germany; Karl Marx, Das 

Kapital and the Communist Party; Mao Tse Tung, 
his Thoughts and the Red Guard in China. 

In each case a man revered and a book rc3d by 
millions with fervent devotion as the most import
ant in the world. They have in Germany, in 
Russia (and elsewhere) and in China changed the 
form of government, the thinking, the lives, the 
international outlook of nations, the last being 
much the largest in the world. 

How do we account for this phenomenon? Is 
it not a fresh example of the devil's principle of 
counterfeiting? Godless, aggressive, enslaving 
copies of a beneficient, wholesome, liberating and 
elevating divine pattern twice e stablished? 

A Leader, a Book and a People. 

First at Mount Sinai, where Moses was the 
representative of the God of Israel, unseen yet 
real and manifested in power. The book of the 
covenant was given and sealed and the slaves 
became the redeemed nation in a unity main
tained to this day. 

Secondly as a result of Mount Calvary, when 
God's representative was the Son, and Pentecost 
when He was the Spirit, and when a spiritual 
nation was born. Then we had the three-fo

ld 
identification and pattern: 

'God hath made Jesus both Lord and Christ .•. 
They continued steadfastly in the apostles' 

doctrine (now in the Book) and fellowship' -
expressed in the breaking of bread and prayers 
(Acts 2. 36 and 42). 

In Communist circles the most serious crime is 
deviationism. ls it not the enemy who puts in the 
leaven and scatters the sheep? Our duty is clear 
and clamant: strive together for the faith (Phil. 
I. 27) and ende avour to keep the unity (Eph. 4. 3).
Let teachers teach the good Word constantly,
systematically, richly, and let us all he.'\r, heed
and hold fast (Rev. 2. 25; 3. 11). Blessed is that
servant whom His Lord when He cometh shall
find so doing (Matt. 24. 46).
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WOMEN AT WORK (1) 

By Robina Howley 

A recent television programme for schools 
discussed the problems faced by young married 
couples today and tried to assess the situation, 
posing the question 'Has the marriage scene 
changed its character in the 20th century?' In the 
summary of the programme it was pointed out 
that the pattern for the majority of couples today 
had these characteristics - marrying earlier than 
a generation ago - in the early twenties - with a 
small family of two or three children who would 
reach adolescence before the mother was 40 
and that this left her with more years than ever 
before with freedom for- activities outside her 
home. These would often be in an earning 
capacity. 

Assuming this to be a fair prediction the further 
question arises - if a woman is likely to go out to 
work at that stage anyway, is she wise to attempt 
to carry on in her job while her children are small? 
She will most often have still been in paid work 
after her marriage. Will she be able to keep 
abreast better in her work and avoid the adjust
ment that is inevitable if she has spent several 
years away from a job? For most young people 
today, labour-saving homes have made this 
possible. Many of the household chores of a 
previous generation are quite unknown and with 
average health a young mother might well 
manage to run a home and still keep at any rate 
a part-time job. 

Work and home may have been made to fit 
in excellently and both run like clockwork. A 
workable timetable and methodical planning will 
have been evolved and from the mother's point 
of view, especially if her job is a creative one and 
intensely satisfying, this may seem worth em
barking on. Her husband may co-operate fully 
and she may have additional willing help from 
some member of their family. Of course the 
mother's work may allow them to pay for a 
trained person whose sole job it is to care for her 
children but nowadays this is for the few and 
most arrangements possible are very different 
from such a regular 'mother-substitute'. What in 
these cases is the right decision - for a mother to 
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Meeting the need 

work or not to work while her children are youn&? 
Often the decision may be influenced by the 
question of finance and not jUJt the mother's 

inclination, but if she i1 free to cho�, what 
things should she consider? 

First, she should recognise that it is to her that 
her young child will automatically tum to have hi.1 
constant physical needs met and that to rum, 
whoever is in her place, is a second-belt! Then 

she should remember that a young child's ideas 

of time are quite different from those or an 
adult. Her constant need to watch the clock if 
she is to work outside her home won't be helped 
by his fumbling efforts in learning to do things 
for himself or bis sudden deep concentration on 
something that interests him. or course these 

things crop up whether the mother works or not, 

but are certainly ac:ccntuated if she has an out
side job to maintain. And it is certain that 
today's children will know speed and consequent 
tension in their adult life to a far greater extent 

than we have had to contend with. Do they not 

need those few early years to have time in which 
it is still possible to 'stand and stare'? 

Incidentally for a Christian woman, these can 
be bonus years. She may feel sometimes frustrated 
and that she has little time for pursuing her own 
interests. But the next stage of her family's life 
may well provide her with less! She may have 

more time for reading in these years than for a 

good many to come. Her husband's and her own 

responsibilities in Christian work are Jikely to 
increase as the years pass and her reading in these 
earlier home-tied years will prove to have been 
foundational. 

But I believe that the real issue goes deeper 
than to the ordering of one's days or provision 
for physical well-being in the family. Perhaps the 

most important thing of all is in the realm of 

communication. The early years are ones of 
wonderful discovery and a child's efforts at 

expressing his new discoveries of things and 

persons are the basis of all his future ability to 

communicate with others. An awareness of this 

and a response to it can be one of the most 
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valuable gifts any mother can offer her child. 
The knowledge that another person is not only 
inter\!Stcd in but available to share in new 
discoveries gives him confidence in facing the 
outside world he is to take his place in. But these 
arc fleeting things in n child's day. He is too 
young, too inexperienced, too inarticulate · to 
savo them up for mummy. She has to be there, on 

WOMEN AT WORK (2) 

By Lois Gray 

'l'm feeling very bored,' one of my patients said 
to me this week. 'Now that the family are at 
school all day I feel I need something to fill my 
time. Hours stretch out before me and the house 
seems so empty.' 

This reaction is widespread among mothers at 
this period of their lives. Twenty years ago some 
women became neurotic when t� children were 
spreading their wings and no longer needing a 
fluttering female parent behind them. Today there 
is a new topic of discussion: 'Shall I get a job 
now that I have more free time?' 

For a Christian mother who has given unstinted 
service to her home and family for many years, 
the prospect of being out and about in the world 
again is rather an attractive, if terrifying, 
prospect! The ever-recurring problem is - Can I 
cope with the twin tasks of holding down a job 
and running a Christian home? 

The first vital necessity for a working wife is a 
willing husband. If he is against his wife doing a 
job, the project is doomed from the beginning. 
Many a husband considers a wife who goes 
out to work a challenge to his ability to earn 
enough for the expenses of the house. He may 
agree about the wife's need to use her intellect 
and skilJ, but feels slightly hurt that he is not 
sufficient to supply the whole income. Constant 
bickerings and tension would lead to strained 
nerves and friction. No Christian home would be 
happy unless the husband appreciates the value 
to his wife of an interest beyond the four walls 
of their home, and above all encourages her in 
the whole project. Unity and prayer in this 
matter are the pre-requisites of mother's 'little 
job.' 

Most women would agree to the great asset 
of an outside career but conscience immediately 
counters with the question, 'How can I make my 
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the spot, if she is to respond to them as they 
arise. Life for a little person is not just being 
looked after and taught how to behave, but 
sharing experiences and learning from them; 
other people can contribute to the first but a 
mother has the privilege above anyone else in 
meeting the need of the second. Perhaps that's 
what mothers are for! 

Filling the vacuum 

job and my family run on parallel lines without 
one or the other suffering in the process?' One 
basic need of all children is to come in from school 
to a welcoming mother, food, light and warmth. 
A dark, unheated house is desolation to a child. 
Even sixth formers appreciate an audience for 
their monosyllabic greetings. This is a major 
difficulty in the full time job, being back in the 
house before the youngsters arrive. It is generally 
considered that part-time work. preferably in the 
mornings, is the most practical for 'working 
mums.' The chores of the day can be done in the 
afternoon, the food prepared, and the children 
arrive home not conscious of missing their mother 
during her time away from the house. On the 
other hand, she is refreshed by the half-day's 
work in another environment and can give her 
own contribution of news at the family meal. 

One difficulty which has to be faced is the 
scarcity of suitable part-time jobs. Secretarial 
work, teaching and nursing professions seem to 
lend themselves to this type of career. Married 
women working on this basis are not always 
popular with the full-time worker. The former 
leave the job often when the duties of the day are 
heaviest, while their salary is often proportionat
ely greater for the shorter period. We must 
compensate for working shorter hours by a 
good standard of work and punctuality in the 
limited time. Nevertheless, jobs can be found, if

persistently searched for, coupled with a certain 
amount of shopping around for the right niche. 
Some mothers who have known no other job than 
running their own home have a real problem in 
finding suitable employment. Today there are 
many short training courses for married women to 
acquire new qualifications in a variety of subjects 
for the persevering person. 

What are the difficulties of living a dual 
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existence 7 Is it possible to be a fully committed 
Christian wife and mother, good home-maker, 
coping with the hospitaUty of an evangelical 
household, and possibly church work, while 
doing an outside occupation? An overworked 
leader of a women's meeting complained to me 
recently: •1 cannot get enough workers for our 
Young Wives· Group because they are all out at 
work r Obviously our Christian service must not 
be crowded out of the week's pattern. If it is, we 
are plainly too busy, and the local outreach of 
our church is the poorer through Jack of com
petent workers. 

Then the home and the cooking must not de
generate to a poor level of efficiency. Husband and 
family expect warm, nourishing meals which can 
only be achieved by good organiution of 
shopping and cooking. The house rapidly 
deteriorates without regular cleaning sessions, 
resulting in discomfort and disorder. Re-planning 
the progrdmme can solve these difficulties, 
mainly by re-thinking the timing of various 
activities, shopping in bulk once or twice only 
per week, and reducing housework to a thorough 
weekly clean, combined with a daily flick round 
with a duster. It may be possible, with the added 
income, to pay for a domestic help to undertake 
some of the heavier work, which is a tremendous 
boon to the mother with a job. A Christian home 
should reflect the peace of God, which is largely 
created by the key-worker of the house. 

One of the pleasures of going out to work is a 
change of occupation, doing something construc
tive which gives you satisfaction. To balance this 
it is essential never to grumble or complain of 
being tired. If mother is 'edgy' immediately 
the cry goes up, •v ou are doing too much!' A 
short rest for even a few minutes is a great 
restorer of nerves, while greeting the returning 
workers with a smile is an easily acquired habit. 

I asked a teenager if she minded her mother 
working again and her reply was: 'I'm rather 
proud of Mum's new job at the hospital. It 
imprcucs the girls.• She was old enough to 
realiz.e that her mother was gaining a new freedom 
without Joss to herself. 

Financially, there is no doubt that the family 
gairu from the extra income from the mother's 
salary. If the budget needs the extra money at an 
expensive period in the Jjf e of a fanuly, then the 
continual strain of making ends meet is eased 
considerably. On the other hand, if one of the 
chifdrcn takes m ruddenly, it sometimes involves 
a sacrifice on the mother's part in giving up a 
much-enjoyed job. No one else can fully assume 
a mother's role and her presence at such times is 
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a child's birthright. 

Otristian mothers often complain of the limited 
number of people they can witness to in their 
own homes. A job offers a ready-made circle of 
folk who can be tactf uUy contacted with the 
g�pel. Very often over a lunch-break the 
conversation can be turned to vital subjects 
resulting in serious discussion. This field of 
service adds rest to the daily work. and offers 
new opportunities for Jiving the Christian Jif e 
in a challenging environment. 

We cannot close our eyes to the fact that in the 
coming years more and more women are goiny 
out to work every day. Tolerance for those whc 
prefer to find running a Oiristian home a full 
time occupation must be shown by the working 
mother, or vice versa. In both spheres we need 
to pray, 

Take from our souls the strain and stress 

And let our ordered lives confess 
The beOlllY of Thy peace. 

'Send for your copy of the No-time-to-cook 
book; read the label on my cornflour packet. 
Who ever heard of a housewife with no time to 
cook? Most of us feel that good meals are 
number one priority in our list of duties. Yet 
advertisers are shrewd gaugers of public 
opinion. so it would seem that in our topsy
turvy world a great many housewives have 
neither the time nor the inclination to perform 
one of their most important functions.. 

It's easy to be amused by such a state of 
affairs in the home, without realizing that the 
same sort of mix-up of priorities may be taking 
place in our Christian lives. An: we 'no-time-
to-pray' Christians? Christians who are too 
busy to show love to a neighbour? Too busy 
to look for God's purposes in our daily 
circum.stances? 'Be still and know that I am 
God'. Have we time? 

The •no-ti�to-cook' housewives have found 
other things to do which they think pleasanter 
or more important than spending long hours 
preparing meals. Perhaps we, too, if we are 
honest, must admit that we find a hectic 
round of activities more congenial than talc.iog 
time to find God in our everyday lives and 
getting to know Him in quietness of heart. Of 
course we all lead busy lives, but we do find 
time to do the things we want to do and think 
important. Above all the busyness God is still 
saying, 'Seek ye my race•. Do we, like David, 
answer from our hearts, 'Thy face, Lord, will 
I seek'? 

?of.JC.B. 

All corre.1pondence for thi.J feature should be sent to 
Mr,. M. K. Batchelor, 551, Yarm Road, Eag/esclufe, 
Stockton-on-Tee,, Tees-side. 
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A missionary at worl. 

Going and making disciples 

Stephen Sims asks the question - What about being an associate missionary? 

l was thinking the other day thnl Britain right 
now is like an awkward teenager who has 
discovered his self-confidence to be ill-founded 

and feels paralysed by a fear of non-achievement. 

Consequently, he feels there is lillle in which he 
can become usefully involved; although he may 
have ability, bccau e he has no confidence in his 

performance, no one else has confidence in him 

either. Re ult - introvertedness, purposelessnes , 

fatigue, frustration. 
Lots of us born during or since the wor are 

appalled by our national moral negativenes . On 

the one hand we cannot support the prevalent 

attitude of the prophets of our • piritual' decline 

because we feel the hypocrisy of the lust genera

tion a greater sin than the permissivene s of the 

present ; on the other, we have become aware 

that the essential need of our generation is to 

discover whether there is uny purpo c und what 

lt is. We long for leader hjp that recognise the 
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superficiality and is able to cul through ii. The 
map is no longer Oriti h-pink, Oritnnnia is no 

longer the driver of the train, but how much more 
exciting to be the guard! We have bccome accu 

tomed to leadership enforcing de isions uni

laterally; maybe the formula for today is to 
predict a trend and advise a line without dictating 

the action. If we arc hort of e ccutivc • we're 

even shorter of visionaries. 
As evangelical hristians, we arc as hort on 

real positive leading a any other tion of 
society. Perhaps God will keep us gu ing and 
floundering a while yet until in d pcratio11 we 
look into the face of Jcsu hri t alone and then 
understand thnt I le wnnts followers, not leaders. 

All the world now rccogni e that the world i 

ick, but young people foci, rightly or wrongly, 

that they arc the only on with enough integrity 

to care about finding n remedy. Young hri tinn 

especially, become disillusioned in looking for 
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direction indicators - do we not often hear we 

have all the answers to every contemporary need? 
- and in one specific, it could be possible for 
senior Christians to give a more adventurous 
lead towards positive thinking about employment 

overseas. If we do lift up our eyes and look on the 
harvest, it's not often with much imagination. 

Certainly we should look at some of the 

hazards on the way. What about the fellow who 
has just finished his qualification training and 
does not want to slot into a little suburban box 
with his little suburban wife and his little subur
ban mini? The man in mind is interested in work 
overseas but fears the traditional missionary 
commitment of a lifetime spent in a place and 
among people and everything that are unknown 
factors. In such a situation, he may fear that 
one day he will have to concede defeat in personal 
predicaments he cannot face; finally, feeling a 
failure he will end up as a miserable, pitied, 
drop-out from Christian work. That young 
person is appalled by the very finality of such an 
assignment, and this undermines his sense of 
direction - a catastrophic result in either instance! 

Some territories, however, seem to be increas
ingly inhospitable to direct evangelism and in
creasingly open to technical expertise resulting 
in tremendous job opportunity for qualified 
personnel, from business men to biology teachers, 
from eye specialists to engine drivers. A number 
of countries only admit expatriates with British 
passports, and there is generally complete 
indifference to the applicant's political or 
religious convictions. Committed Communists 
seem to be taking up the challenge, committed 
Christians less so. 

I wonder why? Is a three-year spell too long 

away from the rat race back home? These days, a 
better approach to career mobility appears to be 
breaking down the old notion that the only 
acceptable experience is English experience. Is it 
the fact that young Christians feel it immoral to 

earn a salary twice what they've been used to? 

One doesn't detect much embarrassment in 
accepting wage increase awards in the U.K. Is it 

the ill-founded fear of primitive conditions in 

actually modem air-conditioned cities quite as 

sophisticated and integrated as any provincial 

one in the British Isles? I do not believe it is the 

fear of the wild - any well-informed expatriate 

living and working in urban areas knows he is as 
likely to come across a spitting cobra as he is 

a spear-flinging savage. I think that what holds 

people back from a time abroad is simply because 

they are not aware of the market for the hiring of 
their God-given skills. 
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Recently some missions have been becoming 

aware that more and more it is going to be as 

'para-missionaries' that Christians make their 

distinctive impact in the world. The shrinking real 
income of missions and/or their impending 

bankruptcy and the tendency of governments to 
ban or discourage professional evangelists are 
influences forcing changed strategies, and some 
societies are wisely integrating their members 

with those interested supporters outside but who 
are living in the same sphere of influence, and 
calling them associate missionaries. The scheme 
has several indisputable advantages: protecting 
the new arrival from getting ensnared in the 

subtly heathen habits of his expatriate colleagues; 
giving him a feeling of being needed with wit
nessing responsibilities; and assuring him of 
prayer support from home. He finds encourage
ment in the unfussy pastoring of older believers 
who guide him into Christian work. 

Unlike his unbelieving associates with nothing 
to do out of work hours except live it up, he gets 

a splendid opportunity of seeing what are the real 
needs and who are the really needy people in his 
area, and out of the abundance that the Lord 
gives him his tithing becomes more meaningful 
and definite. Perhaps more significant, not only 
is he in touch with and useful to the same groups 
as his missionary counterpart, but his daily 
routine mixes him with a more materially privi
leged society - people just as much for whom 
Christ died and probably having no other contact 

with the living gospel. 
But I believe it's irresponsible to encourage us 

youngsters to take up these . government or 
business posts for Christ's sake unless a frame
work is provided for co-ordinating outreach over 
and above the possible existence of a local 
Evangelical group. Too many young Christians 
in a faraway land with initial zeal have expired 

spiritually, slipping almost imperceptibly into the 
grey land of their permissive environment. Is it 
any good then turning to the backslider and 
telling him to read the Bible more diligently, or 

pray more sincerely, or to seek the fellowship of 

other Christians round about more earnestly? 
Perhaps the real reason why he's now a 'non

perfonner' is that he's no longer prayed for at 

home because he's paid his own way, and the 

tools of his usefulness as a Christian have got 

rusty because the missionary doesn't know 

how to integrate him into his programme - or 

perhaps doesn't even know he's there. 

None of us know the whole need or know how 

that need can best be met. I would like to see more 
of my generation of believers serving their 
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Muter overseas, not only in the voluntary 
aervfca us misslonarict or vso•,, but in contr.&Ct 
Jobs with generally weJJ-intcntloned, ldeall11tic and 
progreasivc youna government&. 

And J would like to ace them supported at home 
by 1y�tcmatic prayer, and ahcpherdcd overaea, 
by those who know the problerm best. Such 
support and recognition ls best &Jvcn, not in a 

holc-irHhc-corncr manner, but by incorporatina 
the5e Hmitcd-perlod worldwide ambusadon for 
Christ u as80Ciatc missionaries. Let us definitely 
c:hallenac them to be Unk.ed with thote at home 
in this way while they are abroad. Let us know 
who they are, and where, and we shall be ,urprbed 
that Ood has Hit men a eood deal thicker on the 
ground and better spread than ever we imagined. 

LIVING IN A TANGLED WORLD (2) 

Guilt, shame and identity in the modern world 

By J. M. Hou.'tton 

Is there less conscious &cn!IC of guilt, more 
evidence of shamelessness today compared with 
previous times? If there is evidence of this, 
have changes in moral attitudes been influenced 
significantly by leaden of thought? It is difficult, 
if not impossible, to distinguish between the 
direct influence some prominent thinker has had 
upon society, and the ac.ceptancc and popularity 
he may have gained because his views suited the 
sentiment of the times. But the reciprocal 
association has undoubtedly reinf orccd the 
speed of change. In this series of articles we shall 
seek to answer these questions, in order to gain 
clearer perspectives of how such changes are 
being accelerated by the influences of the various 
professions in our society. Why should we have 
this concern? Simply because we Christians 
cannot afford to live in a spiritual ghetto, out of 
touch with what is happening in the world we 
live in. Indeed, it is a prophetic ministry to be 
in touch with the problems of contemporary 
morality. To face the ever more complex issues 
of ethics, we need perspectives that are deeper 
and wider by which to understand their gravity 
and complexity. We shall commence then with 
the influences exerted by the sciences of the soul, 
the psyche, psychology and psychiatry, and the 
notable influence of Freud, upon morals in our 
society. 

Moral Changes in Society 
Among the most dramatic changes have been 
those in sexual morality. At the beginning of this 
century, sex was unmentionable in polite society, 
divorce was a social scandal, and literature was 
constrained in its descriptions of sex. Today, our 
society is sometimes described as a sexual nut-
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house, so obsessed is it with this topic. Sexual 
perversions are openly exhibited and talked 
about. Neither divorce nor the absence of 
chastity have social stigma any longer. 

A second change has come in the relations 
between parents and children. True, there have 
never been wholly uniform standards of family 
life, any more than individuals behave exactly 
the same. But fifty years ago, a child was clearly 
a subordinate member of the household. The 
phrase 'a child should be seen and not heard', 
definitely meant something. Today, children arc 
influential members of the family, with more 
money and more voice in their choices and 
behaviour. The teenage cult has been very largely 
built up by the commercial world, to exploit 
this newly-emerged market opportunity. But 
with the promotion of this cult there has been 
the decline in strict discipline, the fear of suppres
sion of being 'unhealthy', and the rise in juvenile 
delinquency. 

A third change has come in the general 
attitude towards crime and the criminal. In place 
of the traditional view that crime was wicked, 
that the evil-doer should be punished, and that 
to be successful the criminal must amend his evil 
ways, the new view is now that criminals are not 
sinners but psychopaths, products of hereditary 
constitutions and of anti-social environments. 
Corrective training by competent psychologists 
is viewed as the remedial action, not punishment 
in itself. Nevertheless, the experts have not 
proved with certainty that their permissive 
attitudes are more beneficial to the criminals nor 
to society than the old-fashioned strictures. 

These three changes in society have not come 
about by accident. They are all expressive of a 
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pem11ss1ve society whose moral standards are 

being relaxed. The traditional attitudes that rules 

are fixed, inherent in human life and ordained of 

God, assumed a clarity of distinction between 

right nnd wrong. Success in life depended 

upon maintaining definite standards of behaviour. 

Toduy, it is much commoner to find a contrary 

view of morality. Life is seen in terms of the 
pursuit of happiness. Nothing is viewed as more 

dangerous for 'mental health' than the frustra

tion of desire, especially of sex, and the exercise 
of repression. The lack of self-discipline, early 

marriages or no marriages at all, the pervasive 

influence of hire-purchase in the economy, are all 
symptomatic of the hedonism. There are no 
absolute moral standards, everything is relative 
say its advocates, dependent only upon the 
personal temperament, individual capacities, and 
the convenience of society. Morality therefore 
depends upon trial-and-error, and failure to reach 
certain standards is not a wholly personal 
responsibility but that of one's family and the 
general milieu of society. Such a view therefore 
denies that there are moral standards that are 
universal and absolute, only relative and conven
tional. Indeed, morality is not central and self
justifying in such a culture, but merely peripheral 
and instrumental to life. 

The Influence of Freud 

As a profession, the sciences of human nature 
are very relevant to the understanding of these 

changes in society. By probing into the origins of 
conscience and into the depths of human consci
ousness, contemporary confidence in moral 
traditions and sentiments have been shaken. Our 
society has become more candid, more open
minded, and more shameless. There is increasing 

diffidence in disciplining our sexual impulses, our 

children and our criminals. And no single 

thinker has been more influential in starting 

this Gadarene rush into moral anarchy than 

Sigmund Freud (1856-1939). Freud envisaged 

himself as the third iconoclast of man's dignity. 

The first blow, be argued, came from Copernicus, 

who showed that man was not the centre of the 

universe. The second blow was administered by 

Darwin, who traced man's descent from the 

animals. 'Then', continued Freud, 'I came along 

and proved man was not even rational but under 

the control of dark fears and irrational impulses.' 

Certainly, the influence of Freud has been far 

more pervasive than a school of psycho-analysis. 

His influence has perhaps been greatest in the 
arts. Literature and art which had been primarily 
concerned with a depiction of the surface world 
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of reality began to penetrate below the surface 

to expose hidden motives and drives. Writers 

such as Thomas Mann, James Joyce, Kafka, and 

D. H. Lawrence popularized the idiom and the 

principles of psycho-analysis. Freud also became 

a springboard from which popular sentiment 

could thirst for greater freedom in sex relations, 

more liberal divorce laws, and provide a general 

re-evaluation of social conventions. 

The particular tenets of Freud's theories, 

daring and original as they were, are not our 
concern here. Many of them have come in

creasingly under criticism from psychologists. 
But Freud, and psycho-analysts generally, 
introduced a major challenge to Christian 
morality. Freud introduced the possibility of a 
scientific attitude to morals. And since his day 
there has been a growing, subtle substitution of 
psychology for religious viewpoints in an ever 
wider field of study. This has induced a popular 
change in mental attitudes from a religious 
frame of mind towards a more intellectual one. 
Freud charted a whole new series of scientific 
Newfoundlands, to take the place of the old 
moral landmarks: the 'Id', 'Super-ego1, and the 
'Unconscious•, replaced the realms of self, 
conscience and the soul. At the same time, man 

became dissected into parts, and reduced from 
his mysterious unity into bits and pieces. As 
Spinoza had grasped before Freud, 'an emotion 
which is a passion, ceases to be a passion as soon 
as we form a clear and distinct idea of it'. The 
mind has more power to control and to be less 
passive than the emotions. Thus the special 
technique of the psycho-analysts was not to say 
'Get thee behind me Satan' - stressing the 
supreme importance of moral control, but rather 
to say 'Let me know as much about the dirt in 
my unconscious as possible in order to control it'. 

Freud made much of the mechanism of 

repression, an unconscious mechanism whereby 

unwanted, unpleasant, painful experiences or 

conflicts are thrust out of mind, as distinct from 

mere suppression which is done deliberately and 

consciously. Theologians have still to consider 
the implications of repression. The apostle James 

presents us with its consequences. He who goes 
to the mirror of God's Word, 'glances at himself 

and goes away, and at once forgets (i.e. represses) 
what he looked like' (1. 24, NEB), brushes aside 

unpleasant knowledge, and therefore does not 

benefit from its insight. Freud never wondered 
whether this very mechanism of repression was 
not operative in his own strong anti-religious 
attitude. He resented Judaism as the source of 
shame and conflict within his own life. He built 
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up instead a substitute religion in psycho-analysis, 

which he preached with evangelical fervour, with 
an unq,uestioned faith in reason as his god and 
in the papal infallibility of science. Living like 
Robinson Crusoe on his own island of self 
rcsourcef ulness, Freud could never see the 
reality of religion. Thus he never could distingu

ish between the neurotic character of religiosity, 
of which we can all be aware, and the authentic 
reality of revealed faith in God and of response 
to God. 

One of the greatest needs of our age is for more 
awareness of the disastrous effects that the 
repression of guilt has upon the anxiety, the 
misery, and the instability of modem man. 
0. Hobart Mowrer, a current strongly anti
Freudian psychologist believes that mental 
disorder is the result of trying to live secretly 
at variance with accepted standards, and that 
repression of guilt leads to the confusion and 
destruction of personality. One of the greatest 
moral frauds of our age is the advocacy of some 
social scientists to get rid of the concept of 
conscience, as being too vague and distressing. 
Yet conscience is the common sense man has, 
making man aware of his moral status. The 
voice of conscience in man reveals the dialogue 
in him, between what is and what ought to be. 
It is expressive of the divided state of man, a 
disharmony and a disunity that constantly need 
attention, not repression. Just as the alarm 
system of pain guards our limbs against further 
damage, so our consciences are the moral 
alarm system. Without it, there is moral leprosy, 
the absence of a monitor system, of pain. 

Righteousness and Mental Health 

The shamelessness of our age is also associated 
with the over indulgent use of the term 'mental 
iUness'. Thanks to psychiatry mental patients 
are no longer chained like criminals. But the 
term 'mental health' is an analogy, taken from 
the medical profession. It has been substituted 
however for the older term 'moral therapy', 
that was used throughout the first half of the 
nineteenth century. Unquestionably there are 
psychological problems that result from dis
orders of the nervous system. Unquestionably, 
there are also psychosomatic illnesses that reveal 
the control of mind over matter, making it often 
very difficult, if not impossible, to distinguish the 
realms of spirit and of body. But mental illness 
may also be a moral fraud, couched in scientific 
terms, to escape from personal responsibility, 

from moral obligations, from the sense of true 
guilt, indeed from all the daily pressures of living. 
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What is so serious about this popular, in
discriminate usage of the analogy with bodily 
illness is that it perpetuates error in the way in 
which a whole system of knowledge should be 
looked at and organized. In New Testament 
times, such disruptions of personality were 
understood in the frame of demon possession, 
and religious solutions were sought. Today, the 
medical frame of thought suggests its solutions 
lie solely within a scientific approach which has, 
as such, no sense of sin nor the awareness of 
guilt as a reality other than as a feeling of guilt. 
Unquestionably, there are false feelings of guilt 
and harsh enforcements of discipline, but there 
are also real causes of guilt and valid rules of be
haviour. Too much stress on mental illness per se 

tends towards moral neutrality, the jettisoning of 
moral standards and eventually to moral anarchy. 

The outcome of this approach is to make 
happiness, release from pain and the needs of the 
individual irrespective of the claims of society, 
the goals of therapy. As a result, the solution of 
guilt, and the social obligations towards others, 
are overlooked. Hour image is the Happy Moron, 
the carefree egoist, then social engineering may 
produce a new race of irresponsible, amoral 
people, but they will be remote from moral 
realism and the true nature of man. For more 
significant than health and happiness are integrity 
and peace, unity within one's self and peace with 
God. Righteousness, that is 'living right', is a 
clearer norm of life than a feeling of being well 
adjusted. For what is the good of adjustment to 
one's social environment if we know that our 
society is rotten? The concept of normality is the 
morality of the mental hygienists. But we have 
good evidence to believe that the whole of our 
society is abnormal, impotent because of sin. 
And sin is outside of man's control. 

It was to Rome that the apostle Paul directed 
his message: 'For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto 
salvation'. Rome might send its legionaries to 
the remote comers of the earth, as we send our 
rockets to the moon. Rome might make laws, as 
we set up international commissions of profound 
scientific wisdom. Rome might grow rich and 
build abiding monuments to its greatness, as we 
heap up material benefits in our homes. Yet in 
his inspired message Paul realised man was 
powerless, his ethics inadequate, his society 

corrupt. Is it not the same today? We see the 
man who controls new, powerful machinery lose 
his temper with his wife, turning his home into 
hell. The channs of womanhood are exploited 
shamelessly even as the aid for selling gadgets. 
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Within the detachment or the academic, there are 
the petty quarrels of ambitious men. And the 
ideals of youth are perverted into inflammatory 
revolution. So much of contemporary life needs 
apologizing for, so much is just a mess. We need 
never f ecl ashamed then of such a gospel that 
tears open in all its stark realism the sinfulness 
of sin, and thereby can also prescribe the remedy 
in the redeeming lov� of God. 

Shame and Human Identity 
Recovery of the old sense of sin is thus essential 
for this crazy world in which we live. We are 
deceived when we gloss it over in pseudo
scientific language. It is likewise delusion to 
think that mere time cancels sin, that if we forget 
about it then it will be removed. We are beguiled 
if we think that there is safety in numbers, and 
that because everybody is doing it, we are all 
right. The Christian emphasis on the seriousness 
of sin, on the reality of guilt, is not neurotic. It is 
realistic of the realm of personhood, where the 
value and dignity of persons is precisely recogni
zed by the claims of persons, God's claims upon 
man, man's claims upon his fellow. Claims are 
inherent in the nature of persons, and therefore 
sin is also inherent in human persons, that is the 
falling short of man to meet those claims or of the 
rebellion of man to those claims. Thus all the 
symbolism and the reality behind the doctrines 
of atonement, of reconciliation, of forgiveness, of 
justification, all emphasise the precious values 
inherent in being a person, which man in his 
freedom and therefore his responsibility can 
either accept or reject. 

Even in pagan society there is an awareness 
that shamelessness is the nadir of the soul. It 
suggests a total loss of identity. Thus in the 
shamelessness of the prostitute we recogniz.e the 
loss of identity as a female person. It is significant 
that experiences of shame are called self• 
consciousness. The experience of shame is a 
sudden, usually painful insight into the incon
gruity between oneself and the social situation. 
If the experience is accepted in honesty and not 
hastily covered over, it may lead to new aware
ness and a heightened sense of identity. For 
shame may reveal unrecognized areas of one's 
own heart, so that the exercise of shame will 
lead to the finding of one's self. It is not without 
significance therefore that this age of ours, so 
marked by shamelessness, should also be one 
marked by a loss of identity. Erikson, a psycholo
gist who is not a Christian, has recognized that 
the search for personal identity, what man is, 
what he should believe, what he might or should 
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become, forms the most pressing problem of our 
age. We have been variously described as a 
generation of the depersonalised, the estranged, 

the lost, the lonely. 
When, however, we are ashamed of our sins, 

aware of the central and basic flaw in human 
nature, then we can begin to have a God
directed sense of identity, aware that we are not 
alone in an orphaned world. For in the identity of 
Jesus Christ who teaches us to call God 'our 
Father', there has entered into history a new and 
unique relationship that forms the foundation 
of our morality. In our awareness of God we 
recognize ourselves to be sinners. In our aware
ness of the redeeming work of Christ we can also 
recognize we are forgiven, •accepted in the 
Beloved'. This makes new men of us, literally a 
new creation, for it gives an identity man by 
himself could never conceive. 

Ours is the choice, either of being nice people 
who remain complacent about sin, whom the 
psychologists call 'well adjusted', or nasty people 
ashamed of sin, aware of true guilt, and who 
seek in constant confession before God to be 
forgiven. The Pharisee was a very nice man who, 
in the contemporary idiom, thanked his Freudian 
adviser he was not as other men, nasty and 
morbid because as Christians they were weighed 
down with a sense of sin. He was glad he only 
had an Oedipus complex, and that he only had a 
father figure to worry about. He was active in 
promoting the Scientific Society for the Abolition 
of Religious Superstitions and this really qualified 
him for being a very fine fellow indeed. Yet did 
not his shamelessness only reveal his own 
personal illusion, for that is what a hypocrite is, 
a man with an illusion. In the example of the 
Publican, our Lord drives home the reality of the 
nasty person who has no illusions about human 
nature, and cries out 'God be merciful to me a 
sinner'. It is in such a one that God finds pleasure, 

and whose prayer is answered. In such a one there 
is true identity, for there are no masks, and no 
play-acting. We need this kind of realism for  the 
maintenance of morality in our world today. 

Trust in yourself and you are doomed to disappointment,· 
trust in your friends and they will die and leave You,· 

trust ill money and you may have it taken from you; 

trust in reputation and some slanderous tongues may 

blast It; but trust in God and you are never to be con

founded /11 time or eternity. 

D. L MOODY. 
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The greatness of God 

'Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised: and His greatness is unsearclzahle! (Psalm 145. 3) 

By Arthur Hedley 

In reading the Old Testament we can hardly fail 

to notice how the Hebrew patriarchs, psalmists 
and prophets, emphasiz.ed and magnified the 
greatness of God. 'Great is the Lord' exclaimed 
the Psalmist, •and greatly to be praised' (Psa. 8. 1 ; 
96. 4). Such was His greatness that He was in
comparable (Isa. 46. 5). Neither in the heavens 
above nor on the earth beneath was there to be 
found a being who could be 'compared unto the 
Lord' (Psa. 89. 6). As for the gods worshipped 
by the heathen He was 'great above all gods' 
(2 Chron. 2. 5). He was the Creator and Upholder 
of heaven and earth, the Giver of life to every 
living creature, in and through Him we 'live and 
move and have our being' (Acts 17. 28, see Job 
12. JO). 

Man-created gods were obviously inferior to 
those who made them, they were, in the words of 
Paul 'no gods' (Acts 19. 26), and were so impotent 
that they needed to be carried from place to place 
(Isa. 46. 6, 7). 'To whom then will ye liken me, 
or shall I be equal, saith the Holy One?' (Isa. 
40. 25). In bis prayer and thanksgiving after God 
had promised to establish the kingdom of David 
for ever, the psalmist praised God Who had done 
and revealed these 'great things'. The use of the 
adjective 'great' inspired him to magnify the 

greatness of God: 'Wherefore thou art great 0 
Lord God : for there is none like thee, neither is 
there any god beside thee, according to all that we 
have heard with our ears' (2 Sam. 7. 21, 22). 

Right down through the centuries Jewish 
fathers have recited to their children the 'great 
things and terrible things' (v. 23) which God 
wrought on behalf of their nation to redeem 
Israel 'from Egypt, from the nations and their 
gods.' Jn their wonderful deliverance both the 
greatness and the goodness of God were mani
fested and confirmed in a remarkable manner. 
Every devout Jew witnessed to the greatness of 
God by reciting daily the words 'Hear O Israel: 
the Lord our God is one Lord' (Mark 12. 29). It 
is the great utterance of the national faith in One 
Jiving and personal God and a perpetual protest 
against the multitude of false, useless gods 

worshipped by the heathen world. 
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We are painfully reminded that even in 
so-called Christian lands there are millions who 
have lost all sense of the greatness of God, and 
have ceased to worship Him. Seeing man must 
worship someone or something, he now worships 
self, gold, sport, pleasure, politics, fame, film 
stars, his home, his motor car. When God is no 
longer great in the eyes of man he naturally 
exalts himself above God, which is so obvious in 
Communist countries today. When dictators 
assume sovereign power and rule they bring 
disaster and ruin to millions, as recent past 
history has brought home to us all. 

The psalmists and prophets of old delighted to 
reveal the greatness of God in its varied mani
festations. They constantly speak of the greatness 
of His power. 'How terrible art thou in thy 
works' declares the psalmist, 'through the 
greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit 
themselves unto thee' (Psa. 66. 3). 'All power 
belongeth unto God' (Psa. 62. 11), and His mighty 
arm is represented as being all-powerful, none 
can defy Him without paying a heavy penalty. 

In the song of Moses he says of the enemies 
of Israel, 'Fear and dread shall fall upon them; by 
the greatness of thine arm they shall be as still 
as a stone: till thy people shall pass over, 0 
Lord ... which thou hast purchased' (Exod. 
15. 16). 'Thine is the greatness and the power' (1 
Chron. 29. 11} declared David, a fact that many 
forgot in their prosperity (see 2 Chron. 26. 5, 
16-21). They became proud, arrogant, boastful, 
ascribing their victories, the spoils of battle, to 
their own wisdom and might. Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, was brought very low because he 
gloried in himself, in his own power (Dan. 
4. 30-37). 

The apostle Paul stood amazed at the mighty 
power of God, revealed in the resurrection of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. To him it was the 
miracle of miracles, an exhibition of the 'exceed
ing greatness of his power' (Eph. 1. 19). Jesus of 
Nazareth whom Paul had believed to be dead, 
buried, extinguished, to trouble the world no 
more, had appeared unto him enveloped in 

heavenly glory, had spoken to him, face to face, 
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nod called him to preach the good news of salva
tion to all mankind (Acts 26. 16-18). 

While the apostle gloried in the Cross he 
never failed to glory in the power of God which 
rais<.."<i Christ from the dead. Apart from the 
·e�ceeding greatness of his power' in that mighty 
miracle, there would have been no Cross in which 
to glory; no assurance and peace of God's forgive
ness; no hope of a glorious immortality (1 Cor. 
15. 16-18). How we need to recapture the mean
ing, the wonder, the blessed implications of that 
superb demonstration of God's almighty power. 

True men of God never hesitated to speak 
gravely and boldly of the greatness of God's 
wrath, when necessary. To them it was a solemn 
and awful reality of which sinners should be 
warned. Unless they heeded the warning and 
repented of their evil ways, the sword of divine 
judgment would certainly fall upon them. 'Great 
is the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against us' 
said King Josiah, 'because our fathers have not 
hearkened unto the words of this book' (2 Kings 
22. 13). When the wrath of God is poured out 
upon the proud, mighty, boastful men of the 
world, then is the greatness of God manifested 
and the littleness, weakness, meanness, fearful
ness and helplessness of man exposed, as we see 
graphicalJy illustrated in Revelation 6. 12-17. 

But David delighted to meditate on the great
ness of God's goodness and to speak of it to all 
who walked in the fear of the Lord. 'Oh how 
great is thy goodness which thou hast laid up for 
them that fear thee: which thou hast wrought for 
them that trust in thee before the sons of men' 
(Psa. 31. 19, see also Zech. 9. 17). In the 100th 
Psalm, so dear to Scottish Christians, and indeed 
to all saints in Christ Jesus, we are enjoined to 
come into God's presence 'with singing, to enter 
His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts 
with praise'. Why? 'For he is good: his mercy 
endureth for ever, and his faithfulness unto all 
generations.' 

How great, how amazing is God's goodness to 
us! It is seen 'best in Him Who came to bear for us 
the cross of shame ... our life to live, our death to 
die'. How wonderful has been His goodness to us 
since the day of our conversion. Although we have 
'grieved Him by ten thousand falls' He has borne 
with us so lovingly, tenderly, patiently, and 
assured us through the cross, through the promi
ses of His Word, and the inward voice of the 
Holy Spirit, of His full and free forgiveness. 
Truly 'it is of the Lord's mercies that we are not 
consumed, because his compassions fail not' 
(Lamentations 3. 22). 

The apostle John speaks of the greatness of 
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God in a manner which is full of comfort and 
assurance to all true believers. There are times 
when we are burdened with a sense of our own 
unworthiness, of our failures, our incompleteness; 
we have fallen so far short of what we yearned to 
be. To believers beset with doubts and fears as to 
their own standing before God, and needing 
assurance, John consoles and assures them with 
the thought that 'God is greater than our heart 
and knoweth all things' (l John 3. 20). He is a 
more perfect judge than our heart can be: He, 
being Omniscient, misses nothing. This know
ledge of God's greatness revealed in His Omnisci
ence speaks peace to the heart. 

The appeal to Omniscience is the final resort of 
the Christian: his hiding place is in the light itself 
(Psa. 139. 23, 24). It was to this infallible Om
niscience that Peter appealed, in humble distrust 
of his own feeling and judgment: 'Lord thou 
knowest all things; thou knowest that I love Thee' 
(John 21. I 7). It is the reality and activity of our 
love which assures us we 'are of the truth' and 
that we 'assure our hearts before him' (I John 3, 
18, 19). If conscience condemns its verdict 
is neither infallible or final. We may still appeal 
to the Omniscient God, Who sees and knows all 
our secret inner feelings, aspirations, the reality 
of our love and gratitude. 

What comfort, assurance, rest, strength, we 
find in the thought of God's greatness, the great
ness of His power, of His love and goodness, of 
His knowledge of every heart. We realize our own 
imperfections, our incompleteness, our limita
tions, as we remember His Omnipotence and 
Omniscience, but we rejoice and rest in the 
assurance that 'He Who has begun a good work 
in us will go on to perfect it in preparation for the 
day of Jesus Christ' (Phil. l .  6). Dr. Rendel 
Harris, a gifted scholar, writer, preacher, in the 
Victorian era, tells how he was once staying with 
some friends in Wilmington, Delaware. His bed 

was adorned with a bed coverlet made out of old 
brown linen which had been spun in a log house 
by the grandmother of his hostess. Over it she had 
worked with her needle the beautiful lines of 
Mrs. Browning: 

God's greatness 

Flows around our incompleteness 

Round our restlessness His rest. 

When he came down in the morning they asked 
how he had slept and he  answered 'How could I 
have slept other than well with such a text as that 
upon me?' The open sea was like the harbour 
that night, he said, for a word from Mrs. Browning 
had said 'Peace, be still.' 
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Rethinking communication 

There is a BOC radio programme entitled 'From 
our own correspondent', which includes talks 
about the news, its background, and the people 
who make it. On the morning of January 31st 
among the various talks given, there was an 
end-of-the-year t.ilk by the BBC Far East 
Correspondent. He spoke about NEWS - of 
the problem facing correspondents, of the need 
of the public, what people get at the receiving end, 
and what they arc capable of receiving. He told 
of the great mass of information that is fed to the 
public and the emotions it arouses. 

The minds of people are full, and plain facts 
are often dull; so there has developed a tendency 
during the past five years or so to present news 
in an entertaining way: it goes out appealing to 
the emotions or to entertain. People are weary 
of everyday matters, the intricacies of house pur
chase, trading in their cars or what have you. 
What they are interested in is not so much news 
from overseas as what concerns them more 
immediately, the concerns of their own country 
or neighbourhood. (As some evidence of this is 
the fact of the wide readership of local newspap
ers all over the land.) 

This is an age conditioned by newspapers and 
television. People are influenced by the news 
items that are fed to them, and by the way it is 
presented. The journalistic write-up that is so 
common introduces many embellishments, not 
necessarily to deceive or distort news - though 
it can sometimes result in this - but to get 
across to the public what it wants or needs to 
know. The fact is, as the broadcast stated, 
reality is complex, hard to get over, and very 
often dull. It has to be dressed up to make it 
palatable to the general public. Even experienced 
press or radio correspondents have to face and to 
grapple with this problem of communication! 
And this is specially the case when they are 
dealing with news from abroad. We Britishers 
tend to isolate ourselves upon our island home, 
so far as our minds are concerned, not only as 
to our actual physical existence. There is ever a 
tendence to look askance at 'those foreigners', 
and to dismiss from the minds persons or 
problems that do not immediately concern us. 

All this is germane to those whose interests 

lie in a different sort of news, the good news of 
the Christian gospel. They are only too aware of 

the problem of communication - or some of them 
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arc. The value of this broadcast lay in the way 
this correspondent analyzed the attitudes of the 
audiences who were to receive his mcssaacs. fl i!'I 
even more pertinent for us who, in a sense, also 
communicate news from afar. People arc, in the 
main, interested in what goes on around them, 
not in affairs of distant lands unless they be of an 
exceptionally important nature. We as Christ's 
witnesses arc up against exactly the same sort of 
attitudes. There arc barriers to be broken down 
or to cross, barriers of indifference, of pre
occupation, of contrary or competitive outlooks. 
How can we break them down? 

First of all, we must become aware of the 

problem. Evangelicals cannot afford to be 
unaware of the situation today; to go along the 
same old ways of half a century ago, ignoring 
the radical change in modern society, and that 
people think differently today. •Christians, 
awake!' is more than some words from a 
Christmas carol, it is a clamant call to awareness 
of the current situation. Perhaps we could learn 
a lesson from the recent epoch-making ,rip to 
the moon. The three gallant American astro
nauts left the earth's atmosphere, but they did 
not become asleep to its reality. On the contrary, 
they gained an altogether fresh sense of perspec
tive as they viewed the earth from afar. Their 
perspective was global: they saw earth as a 
whole, not just a small part of it. The remarkable 
photographs they transmitted and brought home 
are evidence of this. Is this the kind of experience 
we need in a spiritual sense - to stand detached 
for a while and survey the problem objectively? 

One reason why many Christians are not 
conscious of the problem is that they live too 
much of their lives out of touch with their fellows. 
We can go about our business and yet hardly 
ever mix with unbelievers. We hardly know how 
they think, or desire to understand their mental 
idioms. Escapist Christian living can give us a 
comfortable feeling, but it will not benefit other 
people in the same way, or to the same extent, as 

if we were prepared to get closer to them as being 
in the world though not of it. Our church life 
can even become a screen that hides from us the 
realities of today, if we let it. Yet that would at 

once nullify the very reason why God has l�ft 
His Church on earth. 

Having become aware of the problem then we 

should consider the situation carefully. Mori: than 
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thirty years ngo n book was published with the 
title Rt'thlnk/11g Missions. Unfortunately il was 
wrongly basC\l in Its thinking, so did little more 
than call forth various replies from evungclicals, 
who saw the danger of its teaching. Yet when 
properly based, upon the foundation of I loly 
Scripture, rethinking our mission will ulwuys 
help. It will give freshness in approach, for we 
become all too quickly rooted in set notions. 
Even the brazen serpent, a God-given symbol 
that He had used in the time of Moses, became 
nothing more than an idol, and Hezekiah had 
to destroy it as now merely a piece of brass. And 
we can settle into grooves of work until we arc 
almost in danger of worshipping our methods, 
when they are long outdated! 

Not only shall we obtain a freshness of outlook 
through a careful consideration of the contempo
rary problem, but we shall have a far better 
grasp of the position in general. We examine and 
thus become better informed. Our grasp of truth 
will be transforn,ed, and we will become receptive 
to new impressions of the truth of God's ever
lasting gospel. Many years ago an active Christian 
worker stated that once every year he read Sir 
Robert Anderson's book, The Gospel and its 
Ministry, to remind him of the greatness of the 
gospel. We might have regarded this as a super
llous exercise; but the man concerned did not 
think so, or he would hardly have used his time 
in that way. But however we set about to obtain 
a fresh understanding of the truth of God, let 
us be diligent about it, if we would serve our 
generation, there is no time to be lost. 

Finally, we must take active steps to meet the 

current need. If we wish to encounter people we 
must go out to them. Reading a recent book, 
Bury me in my boots (Hodder & Stoughton, 
1968), has profoundly shocked me. lt is the work 
of a girl of only twenty-one years of age, Sally 
Trench by name, who became personally involved 
in trying to help London's drug addicts and meth 
drinkers. This is not a book for the squeamish, 
or to be recommended to all and sundry; yet 
it is a book that makes one realize the horror of 
what is going on every night in the heart of 
London. The human tragedy of lives enslaved 

by drugs, by sex, by alcohol, is something few 
of u,; understand. Yet these people are human 
beings, our kin after the flesh. 

But the majority of us will not be called to this 
type of work. Whatever our task may be, it is 
imperative that we seek to get across the reality 
of the gospel to men and women. If journalists 
find it difficult to convey reality, are we, perhaps, 
similarly placed? People are concerned about 

68 

life as it is for them, and they may well think 
the gospel to be something thut has little relevance 
for lhcm. We must try, by God's grace. lo make 

them receptive to its message, that they may hear 
its personal call. We must try to understand the 

people we move amongst. This should be true 
also in our local churches. If the church has no 
point of contact with people, how can it expect 
them to respond to invitations to its services? 

Our worship of God brings us to ffis throne, and 
it should result in an outreach as from His 
throne, backed by His royal authority. 

Jn the chapter 'The Witnessing Community' 
of his book The Inescapable Ca/ling, R. K. 
Strachan spoke of the local congregation existing 
for three purposes: to nourish and support the 
spontaneous witness of its members; to furnish 
that additional and authoritative declaration of 
the gospel which is not possible to the individual 
members; to make visible through its communal 
life, fellowship and service a foreseeing of the 
kingdom of God, thus supporting the message 
preached. We all need, as members of local 
churches, a vision of the calling and responsibility 
of the people of God. If we regard our vocation 
from God as that of witnessing to Christ, we shall 
think no steps too great to take that we may 
realize this glorious task. 

What is needed is for us to analyze and come 
to terms with the existing attitudes of the general 
public, so that we can then begin to communicate 
the Word of God in ways people will understand 
and respond to. James McGranahan wrote a 
great missionary hymn which has played its 
honourable part in stimulating Christian concern 
for the lost. Yet it contains words that could 
cause us to miss work that lies to our hand: 

Far, far away in heathen darkness dwelling, 
Millions of souls for ever may be lost; 
Who, who will go, Salvation's story telling, 
Lookinr: to Jesus, counting not the cost? 

The tragic fact is that the 'millions of souls' who 

may be lost are not merely 'far, far away' - they 
are around us, in our cities and towns, in our 
streets, amongst our neighbours and business 
associates. Are we alive to this fact? It is possible 
to put money into missionary collections and yet 
not to turn a hand towards evangelizing those 

near at hand. The broadcast referred to at the 
beginning of this column was made at the year
end, December, 31 st, l 968; and this article is 
being written on the same day. It is an end-of

the-year reminder and challenge to all our readers, 
as to the purpose for which Christ has left us 
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here, and some of the ways by which we may the 

better fulfil this calling, in a rethinking of 

communication. 
Touc, 1sToN1!. 

Reports 

CHRISTIAN I JOME CONFERENCE 

The 1968 Christian Home Conference for engaged 
and newly married couples was held again at the 
Granville Hotel, llfracombc, during the week-end 
Friday-Sunday, October 11-13. (The Conference 
is run under the auspices of the Wcascx Conferences.) 
Over thirty couples were welcomed at the hotel by 
the host and hostess Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Nichols. 

Mr. Arnold Pickering gave two thought provoklna 
addresses, 'The Biblical Foundations of Marriage', 
and 'What about our Children?' Dr. Darling talked 
about and answered questions on the physical and 
mental aspects of marriage but emphasized that 'we 
must set our hearts on things above and everythina 
else would fall into place'. On Saturday evening, four 
committee members gave ten minute talks on leisure, 
finance, friends and business as they affect married 
life. The final talk on Sunday morning, "The Family 
Unit', was given by Mr. Wyndham Mathieson when 
he stressed the need for tolerance and family loyalty. 
The week-end closed with a lively question time and 
summing-up by the host. 

The Conference covered a wide range of subjects 
related to marriage and the home and was felt by nil 
to have been very worthwhile. 

Correspondence'• .. 

Summerhill Eventide Home, 
Summerhill Road, 

Aberdeen. 
Sri, December, 1968. 

Dear Mr. Howley, 
Aberdeen Eventide Home 

The first phase of the extension to Summerhill 
Eventide Home is nearing completion. This comprises 
three upstair staff rooms, three resident bedrooms, 
lounge, and other accommodation. Completed with 
furnishings, the amount required will be in the region 
of £7,000. To date, fully £3,000 has been gifted. We 
have confidence Jn our Father's love and care, and that 
through the exercised hearts of His people He will 
graciously supply that need, for, 'we are labourers 
together with God'. 

At the moment of writing we have ten residents 
In the home, three more applicants have been acc:cp
ted, and will be cared for when the new rooms are 
completed. Kindly remember this work for the Lord 
in your prayers. The Superintendent will gladly show 
visitors around. 

On behalf of the Council of Management, 
John Smith, 
Peter Murray, 
Alex Ross. 
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Dear Mr. Howley, 

17 Tho RIJc, 
Sevcnoak1, 

Kent. 
2,111 November, 196H. 

1'hlna, lo Como 
f have read with Interest the letter• In rceponac to 

my letter In the July Issue, hut I nm 10rry to notice 
lhat not all have deall (nlth(ully with the rcw Scripture 
rer1., supportlna lhe points made, Plea!IC allow me to 
1TU1ke aomc commcnlll on 1tatemcnt1 made In these 
lettcn1. 

The npostle John lmew he was aolna to die, and did 
not teach lo expect our Lord 'at any moment'. He Wlll 
prC11Cnt at our Lord'• dlscourac out�ldc the Temple 
lwo days before the Upper Room (John 21. 23; Ml. 
24 & 25; John 14, 3). 

'The end or the world' In Mt. 28. 20 I• 'the consum
mation or the nac' (Rv mnrain), the •amc aa Mt. 24. 3, 
14, 27-31. 

There Is only one aospcl. This wa11 preached flrtt by 
John the Baptist, then by our Lord, then by the 
apostles, flrat to the Jew and then to the Oentlle 
(Hcb. 2. 3-4; Gal. 2. 2, 7; Ml. 11. 12-13; Luke 16. 16; 
Acts I. 8; Rom. I. 16; er. Is. 49. 6). 

The 1tatcment 'Paul . . . tcachin1 • . . to look for 
the Lord'• return In their acncratlon' doca not 
conflict. Our Lord said the aumc. It should be the 
attitude of us nil. But, both our Lord and Paul 
pointed out what would occur beforcha11d (Mt. 24. 
42, IS; 2 Thcss. 2. 1-4). I Thcas. 4 was written to 
correct an error conccmina those who die, nnd shows 
wltat will happen, 1101 when. 2 Thcss. 2 corrected the 
error of expecting the Lord at any moment, rebuking 
some for giving up work in anticipation (3. 6-12). 

Finally, there will be only one company cauaht up to 
meet the Lord in the air, and therefore at one time 
only (Mk. 13. 27; 1 Thcsi. 4. 16-17). 

Dear Mr. Howley, 

Yours by His grace, 
J. J. McCAl\111v. 

173 Henley Road, 
Ipswich. 

6th Deumber, 1968. 

Things to Come 
May I please comment on the letter by Mr. R. L. 

Wheeler in the current number of Tire Wltneu, aa l 
find it difficult to believe that he has found it 'generally 
taught' that Israel will be converted when ho states 
it is said? In fact I believe that it is exactly the oppo
site that is aencrally taught, namely that Israel will 
have to go through the Great Tribulation (persecution 
by the Antichrist) which will ran chiefly upon the 
godly remnant who will have turned to the Lord, 
whereas the nation as such will receive the Antichrist 
and await the Lord's coming in judgement. The 
timing of Matthew is quite clear and explicit, and this 
ties up with the condition or Israel all down the nacs, 
the nation disobedient nnd rebellious, the remnant 
faithful and suffering (Sec Acts 7). 

In the days or Elijah the Lord had n godly remnant 
of 7,000, in the days of the Antichrist He will have 
144,000, who will be preserved out of Israel, 12,000 
from each tribe. That Is what the scripture says and 
what many of us believe. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. WOODHOUSB RBAU!S, 



Dear Mr. 1 lowlcy, 

48 Staunton Road, 
1 lcndington, 

Oxford OX3 7TP. 
6th DC'c<'mb,•r, 1968. 

Things to Come 

Rdcrring to Mr. Wheeler's letter or the 18th 
October (in your December, 1968 issue) [ would 
respectfully point out that Romans 11. 25 and 26 seem 
to teach thnt the nation or lsrncl, as a whole, will be 
saved after the 'fulness or the Gentiles' be come in. 
Mr. Wheeler is, therefore, ns r judge quite correct in 
saying • .•. Israel's conversion ... takes place at the 
Lord's coming aft,•r the tribulation of those days. At 
this time, not before, will their mourning and re
pentance lake pince.' Jt will be the sight of a glorified 
Messiah, who is identi�1I with the crucified Jesus, 
that will bring about the conviction, confession and 
conversion of the nation. Reference may be made to 
Zechmiah 12 as one of several passages that tench 
this. Isaiah 53 is primarily the Confessional Psalm 
of the repentant nation of Israel. 

That there is to be a testimony by the re11111a11t of 
Israel (as distmct from the nation) prior to the appear
ing in glory or the Lord Jesus is, as I suppose, equally 
plainly taught. The scaled of the twelve tribes referred 
to in Revelation 7 appear to be this remnant. 

In reading Matthew 24 and 25, the closing verses of 
eh. 23 should not be ignored. Jerusalem is in view, as 
also is the Lord's return to earth, and the pronouns 
'your' and 'ye' in eh. 23. 38 and 39 refer to the Jewish 
people, which as a nation was then and is now apo
state and Christ-rejecting. The 'remnant' (i.e. the 
Christ-accepting company as a minority in the midst 
of the nation) seem to include the preachers of eh. 24. 
14 and identical with 'my brethren' and 'these' of eh. 
25. 40 and 45. 

Distinguish between the Jewish nation and the 
Jewish remnant (using the word 'Jewish' in the 
carelessly general sense now in vogue) and all is as I 
suppose, plain. 

Yours sincerely, 
E. W. ROGl!RS. 

The Witness Funds 

llt'mlll1111ct'A should be made payable to 'Witness Funds', and 
forwunled to 26 Jlothwell Street, Glasi;ow, C.2., or 29 Ludgate 
11111, London, E.C.4. All sums received with thanks arc passed 
on to parties named without dc:ductlon. A111oun11 arc for 
December, 1968, 

Ai:cd Workers: A.II., Stnfford, £5. 

Counties Er:m1:cli1tic Work: E.D. £1. 

Home and Porehin Mission■: E.D. £2; 11.r>.P., Brackley £5. 

Lord'• Work: S.R .. Maryport 17s, 

M11chcrmor" Eventide Home: For 1111 N11111c'1 Sake, .CIO. 

Muller Homes for Children: E.O. £2; W.R.N,. Edin . .t:2; In Ills 
Nnmc, .Cl: J,11. Anon. £7 2s. 

Mi!>Sion:irl,._' Children'■ llomo: Anon £4 2s. 

N11tional ln•tilulc for the llllnd: P..D. £2. 

llc:nu,mhcr the f)oor: In His Name, .Cl; R.R.,Carnbriu, £2 101. 7d. 

011k IJAII Youth Grou11, Cnlcrlrn,n: Anon, .CIOO, 
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Book reviews 

The Divinity of Our Lord. by H. P. LtoDON, (Pickering 
and Inglis. 216 pp. 15/-). 
This is a reprint of the Bampton Lectures of 1866 
edited by the late Mr. George Goodman. This book: 
like the Lectures of 1864, The Progress of Doctrine 
i11 the New Testament, reviewed in the December 
issue, is a must for the Dible student. The editor's 
preface is reprinted whereby the editor's reasons 
for the deletions from the original lectures arc set out. 

Commencing with our Lord's focusing of attention 
upon His own Person, Matt. 16. 15, Canon Liddon 
then covers the Old Testament witness to His deity. 
The evidences provided by Christ's work and His con
sciousness are then marshalled, followed by the 
witness of the writers of the New Testament. The 
final lecture brings together the conclusions and 
practical implications of the doctrine. 

The work has been long out of print, but we are 
indebted to the publishers for making it available once 
again. 1866 may seem a long time ago, but the need to 
get a real grip upon this foundation doctrine of the 
Person of Christ is just as real today as it was in the 
fourth century Arian controversy. This is the citadel 
of the faith, and this book has for long been recognised 
as a major contribution to an understanding of the 
doctrine and the problems surrounding it. 

K. G. HYLAND. 

Invitation to tJ1c New Testament. A Guide to its Main 
Witnesses. By W. D. DAVTES. London. (Darron, 
Longman & Todd. 1961. ix, 540 pp. 50/-). 
W. D. Davies is a Welshman and a Congregationalist. 
For some years he was Professor of New Testament 
in the United College, Bradford; it was then that the 
reviewer, living and teaching in  the neighbouring 
Yorkshire city of Leeds, first made his acquaintance. 
In 1948 Dr. Davies made an international name for 
himself with the publication of Paul and Rabbinic 
Judaism, one of the most important works on Paul 
to appear in the present century. Not long after, he 
went down the brain drain and has lived and taught 
in the United States ever since. The relation between 
the New Testament and Rabbinic Judaism has 
continued to engage his attention; next to his work 
on Paul, his most important publication in this field 
is Tlze Selling of tlze Sermon 011 the Mount (1964). 

The book now under review is described in the 
publisher's blurb as 'his first venture into non-techni
cal writing'. It was written with the author's teenage 
daughter in mind, and to her it is dedicated. 'It is her 
criticisms and questions', says he, 'that have made me 
most realize how remote Biblical scholarship can 
become from the world that now is. This book is an 
attempt to eliminate something of that remoteness.' 
The reader must not jump to the conclusion that this 
is the very book for any teenage girl whose interest 
in the New Testament it is desired to stimulate. Both 
interest and intelligence were antecedently present; 
hence the kind of criticisms and questions which 
called forth such an answer as is given in this book. 
But for the non-specialist reader with the necessary 
interest and intelligence, this 'invitation' may be 
warmly recommended as one which should be accep
ted with alacrity. 
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At an earlier stage, the material in the book was 
delivered in a course of television lectures under the 
title: 'As it is written: The New Testament in the light 
of the Old'. This earlier title indicates one of the 
centrnl emphases of the book: the unity of the two 
Testaments. The two Testaments are concerned with 
the same God and the same people; the events in the 
Old are types of events in the New. Yet 'the New 
Testament did not paint a picture of its Lord out of 
all the colours found in the Old Testament. It used 
the Old Testament selectively, in a creative way; it 
rejected some colours and used others in the light of 
Jesus, the Christ.• 

After a preliminary section which deals with the 
setting of the gospel story, the primitive Christian 
and the historicity of our Lord, Dr. Davies expounds 
the message of the New Testament in three sections, 
devoted respectively to the Synoptic Gospels, Paul 
and the Fourth Gospel. From this it will be seen that 
not all the New Testament is covered; but the 
beginner who has been introduced to these three 
main areas will be ready for what is left over; in fact, 
Professor Davies supplies a useful bibliography for 
the reader who wishes to go on from where this book 
leaves off. The treatment is both fresh and penetrating: 
the heart of the matter is exposed. 'The heart of the 
matter is commitment to Christ. But this commitment 
is always a response - a response to his (Christ's) 
prior commitment to his own and to the world . .• 
Like the Synoptics and Paul, and all the New Testa
ment writers, the Fourth Gospel points us to one 
figure, Jesus, as the revelation of the glory of God.' 

F. F. BRUCE. 

Science and Faith in Teilhard de Chardin. CLAUDE 

Cul1NoT. 112 pp. Evolution, Marxism and Christian
ity - Studies in the Teilhardian Synthesis. Various 
contributors. I 16 pp. (Gamstone Press, 1961, paper
back 8/6 ea., cloth 18/- ea.) 
The thought of Teilhard de Chardin, the strange 
French genius whose theories as a palaeontologist 
caused him to be largely disowned by the Jesuit 
order to which he belonged, has since his death in 
1955 given rise to a near cult, embracing within itself 
an astonishing range of beliefs. 

The two books under review arc the first in a series 
to be known as The Teil/1ard Study Library, and as 
such are among the more esoteric productions of the 
vogue. They will be of interest almost exclusively to 
the specialist, for the general reader is likely to find 
most of them to be considerably more obscure than 
the none-too-easy writings of Teilhard himself (of 
which Le Milieu Divi11 and The Phenome11011 of Ma11 -
both readily available in paperback - arc probably 
the most significant). The second of the current 
volumes - Evolution, Marxism and Christia11ily - will 
be the more widely useful of the two, as it contains 
some interesting essays by specialist writers on 
matters where Tcilhard's thought interacts with other 
disciplines, both scientific (notably on the develop
ment of life and on embryology) and philosophical. 

What is the importance of Tcilhard de Chardin to 
the modern evangelical Christian? Several reviews of 
his thought which have appeared in evangelical 
periodicals have been unsatisfactory, either because 
they have built too pedantically upon his idiosyncratic 
vocabulary, and have thus deduced from his writings 
strange heresies that make little allowance for the 
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rigour of his own theological training: or because 
they have taken his system of thought as being far 
more complete than it is, as in his failure to grapple 
adequately with the existence of evil. 

Whatever reservations may be held in relation to 
his system, we can be indebted to Teilhard for two 
over-riding insights. The first is the triumphant way 
in which he restores the created world to the centre 
of the Christian way of life, over against the 
excessive pietism which has emasculated evangeli
cal living as fully as it has emasculated the Roman 
Catholic piety which Teilhard knew. The second is 
in his disposing of that contradiction between the 
scientific world-view and the religious world-view 
which has given rise to such a painful dilemma in the 
minds of so many Christian believers. Teilhard 
encourages us to look again at the development and 
onward march of life, and to see it not as a challenge 
to faith, but as the glorious progress of God Himself 
in His creation. In both respects, Teilhard has helped 
to liberate the thought of many Christians who 
might not share a single one of his individual theories, 
and in so doing he has written courage and joy into 
the souls of the fearful. 

F. Roy CoAo. 

Faith and the Physical World. By DAVID I. DYE. 
(Paternoster Press. 206 pp. 7 /6d.). 
The writer, who is a physicist specialising in radiation, 
seeks to show that a 'world view' is possible, embrac
ing both biblical revelation and science. To him there 
is no dichotomy between the two, seeing that the 
whole has one Author. Nature and grace form a 
universe, not a multiverse. Biblical revelation and 
science are both based upon unprovable pre-suppo
sitions. This means that both the Christian and the 
scientist are bound to exercise 'faith' in their founda
tion suppositions. For the Christian, not very well 
versed in the philosophy of science, it is interesting 
to be told that the scientist proceeds upon supposing 
that, in his observation of the physical world, 'there 
is some reality to be observed.' Secondly he assumes 
that observable reality is logically self-consistent. 
Thirdly, that causal laws operate to make this con
sistent reality. He must exercise 'faith' in these 
assumptions which are incapable of proof. Both 
nature and grace have their 'raw data.' their basic 
facts, upon which interpretations are based. Both the 
believer and the scientist have been obscurantist in 
their respective interpretations. One of his conclusions 
is - 'the few biblical data that are given concerning 
physical matters are interpretable in terms of the 
current understanding given us by science.' 

He devotes a section to 'The Whole Man,' and this 
is especially helpful in the terms used to describe 
God's work of salvation within the human personal
ity. This renders the book valuable to the complete 
stranger, unused to evangelical jargon. 

This is an important work, highly technical in 
places, but the reader with a modicum of science will 
be well able to catch the drift of the writer's thesis. It 
is this thesis which it is important to understand, in 
that both Christian and scientist have been guilty of 
misinterpreting their own basic data, involving 
mutual misunderstanding. Not only so, but the danger 
of almost unrecognised internal personality conflict 
is here pin-pointed, in cases where the believer seeks to 
live with his faith, plus an underground doubt about 
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his (hith's rdntlon to science. lf this book does nny
thini nt nil it demonslrutes lhnt there is no need for 
this. 

K. 0. HYLAND. 

Ronrlng Lion. Dy RoumtT Ptm!RSON, (01•erscas 
Mlssi'o11ary Fe/lcJ11•s/,/p. t 36 pp. S/-.) 
The subtitle of this pnperl�'\Ck 'Spiritism in Borneo 
challenged by the power of Christ' nccurutcly indicates 
Its contents, In his missionary work in the nrca now 
known as Knlimnntan, tho author has had numerous 
encounters with the powers of darkness. This book 
is both n graphic record of the varied manifestations 
of these sinister forces, and the answer to them. It 
provides drnmatic illustrations of the Biblical teaching 
on demonology, though it makes no pretence to being 
n full treatise on this subject. Throughout there is a 
relating of experience and Scripture, and in this 
connc.-ction Mr. Peterson makes npt quotation of 
Prov. 3. 13 (Amf'I. Bible) which refers to the gaining 
of 'godly wisdom, and ..• understanding ... from 
God's word nnd life's experiences', 

The frequency and the undisguised nature of 
demonic interference is without doubt greater in those 
parts where the Devil has for so long held almost 
undisputed sway. Such, however, is the present 
pagan character of the Western world that we need 
urgently to be alerted to these issues. 

There is no extremism in this book, and it could 
well form an excellent introduction to this subject 
for those whose tendency has been to ignore it. 

ALAN G. Ntrrn. 

Christ.Ian Communications in a Changing World. By 
HERBERT DHNNETT. (Victory Press. 118 pp. 6/-.) 
We have known few older men who had the zest for 
life and the freshness of outlook of Herbert Dennett, 
and many beyond his family circle mourn his recent 
loss lo us nil. It is good that his memorial will be 
ensured by this book, the publication of which has 
more or less coincided with his passing Home. He 
was long interested in the necessity to communicate 
the Christian message to pt.'Ople in ways they would 
understand, and here he considers the extensive 
changes in world conditions that have brought about 
the nct.-d for greater simplicity and a different app
roach to the whole matter. He contends that very 
many Christian workers seem unaware of the need to 
face and deal with this problem; to them, there is no 
problem I Can we wonder if they seldom succeed in 
getting across their messages? We cannot recommend 
this book too highly, for it appears to have such a 
breadth of approach to its subject that few relevant 
matters will go untouched. It is much more important 
than its size or price suggest. May it help to continue 
the work done so ably by its author in his lifetime. 

The Best That I Cun Be. By J. Osw AW SANDERS. 

(Overseas Missionary Fellowsl,ip. 112 pp. 3/6.) 
The Christian Church is once again indebted to the 
author for garnering in a book the fruit of years of 
careful meditation upon the Scriptures. Nor arc these 
a selection of academic studies on the general theme 
of Christian devotion; Instead one senses that they 
have grown directly out of Mr. Sanders' rich and 
varied experience. As in all his writings one finds a 
style that is attractive, and an approach that is at 
once sane, practical and challenging. 

This is not a book to be read through at a sitting. 
It will yield its best if kept at hand so that each 
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separate chapter can be considered thoughtfully and 
prayerfully. 

ALAN 0. Ntrrn. 

The Midnight Cry. By F'REDK. A. TATFORD. (The 
Bible and Ad••ent Testimony Movement, I Parsonage 
Road, Eastbourne, Sussex. 103 pp. 5/-.) 
Dr. Tatford tells in these pages the interesting story 
of the fifty years of witness of the Advent Testimony 
and Preparation Movement, since its foundation in 
1917. A few years later the Bible Testimony Fellow
ship was founded, and in 1965 the two movements 
amalgamated, under the present name, The Bible 
and Advent Testimony Movement. The story is 
illustrated with many photographs of personalities 
associated with the work, and of historic moments in 
the Movement 's history. The purpose of the ATPM 
was to bear witness to the premillennial Advent of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and we are given an account of 
many testimonies borne to this truth by eminent 
evangelical leaders of that time and of today. The 
final chapter tells of hopes and plans for future 
activity and usefulness. The President of the BATM, 
Mr. A. Lindsay A. Olegg, contributes a Foreword, in 
which he rightly says: 'God has not been caught 
unawares: He had not been overtaken by current 
events. His purposes will be achieved and all His 
intentions fulfilled.' These pages give witness to that 
great truth. 

Your Master Proclaim. By J. ERSKINE TUCK. (O/iplz
ants. 125 pp. 7/6d.) 
The story of the life and Christian witness of Eric 
Hutchings is told with feeling and power in this 
inexpensive paper-back. His early conversion and wide 
experiences of men and things prepared the way for a 
call to full-time evangelism and led him at the age of 
sixteen to dedicate himself to the work of preaching. 
The progressive steps that led to the inception of 'The 
Hour of Revival' are interestingly told, and the 
accounts of his work in other lands together with 
radio witness give some idea of the 'work of an 
evangelist'. Perhaps the most thrilling stories are 
those connected with the witness to university 
students in debates and in personal witness. A feature 
of the story is the introduction into the narrative of 
the various team members and their contribution to 
the ministry of the gospel. 

�blies in Britain and Other Parts 

A reprint of this list of Assemblies will be 
undertaken in the near future. It would be of 
much help if Correspondents could inform us 
before the end of January, 1969 of any inaccu
racy in the details relating to their Assembly 
in the present 1968 edition, and also advise 
of any new Assembly in their neighbourhood. 
111/ormation s/zould be addressed to: 

ASSEMBI.JES UST 
Pickering & Inglis Ltd. 

26 Bothwell Street, 
Glasgow, C.2 

BOOKS FOR BIBLE STIJDENl'S wanted. 
Send particulars of small collections or 
complete theological libraries to THE LAMP 
PRESS LTD., St. Martin's House, 29a Lud
gate Hill, London, E.C.4. 
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Doardlna and Day School for Girls; on 
evanaellcal lines l\lvina a compn:bensive 
education up to 1A level. Fellowship with 
local assembly actlvitlca. Solo charae 
welcomed and a real homo provided. 

SPECIAL ITEMS 

A Book Senke. All brethren and other 
1hcoloalcal book, bouahL Bseu DaPOT, 
7 Gensina Road, St. Leonards-on-Sca. 

An opportunity for mln.istry and pastoral 
work, with possibilities, presents itself in a 
small East Devon Assembly, neu sea. 
Suit one rclln:d, desirous for Christian 
■crvkc. Partlc:ulan wrlto Box No. 2424. 

Dookl wanted for m1ale. Biblo Commentar
ies, etc. Prompt paymenL J. AMBROSI, 
65 Sprlnafleld Road, Portavoaic, Now
townarda, Co. Down. 

Drld1•. Lane Chapel, Oolders Green, 
N.W.11. Whe1her your vocation �r 
vacation brinas you to London you W?II 
welcomo tho w11m1th of fellowship 
and spirit of wonhlp each Sunday. 
Family Service, 10.45; Con1munion 
I 1.45, and Bvenlna Service 6.30. 

C■mbrid1e1 Panton Hall, 14 Panton StrccL 
Central Aascmbly. Vlsilors Wlll'J1tly 
welcomed. Tho Lord'• Supper If. 
Dvcnln, Service 6.30. 

Fcbrunry J 969 

Ad•trt!N'me11t rale■ In thl1 masulne: J/6 per line, box numben 1/- extra. Cop7 required b,· 
4th ol month precNlin1 tbal of Issue. Publ11htn re•r•• tbe riaht to refuse ■or ad•ertilcmcnt 
"ilhuut atalilla a reason, 

Cambrld1e1 Queen lldhh Chapel (Wulfstan 
Way). Vlailors welcomed. Sundll)'I: 
Lord's Surper, 10.4'; .Mornina Service, 
I I.JO; livenlna Service, t,.30. Near the 
New Addonbrooko'1 H01pital. Bus 105. 

e■.ra,au to 1At1 Snuwdollla. 20 n. 4 berth 
on l'rlvato Sito amidst atoriou.s ac:cncry 
In lovely Gwynant V■Uoy, Dcddaelcrt. 
A1tr11cllvcly furnished. Local Bvanaolical 
Services. Uox No. 2421. 

Caruana for Hln11 20 n. modem 4 berth 
In lovely Combe Marlin, North Devon, 
on select aite ovcrlooklna aca. Modern 
sanitation. Hot b11ths available. Camp 
shop. a.a.a. TuCKl!l\, 7 Apsley Terrace, 
IJl'r11COmbe, N. Devon. 

Church Chain, with bookbox, boardroom 
flniah, J7/6 delivered. Brochures, 'O1u
rch Chain', 243 Gorin& Way, Worthina. 

Co,�ntr7: All Chriatlans viaitlna Coventry 
wamlly welcomed at Hill Street Gospel 
Hall, off Corporation Street, 5 or 5A boa 
to Barru Lane. 
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London, W.5. Students and others in 
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S.W.8. 
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condition. State price. Box No. 2429. 

HOUSES AND 

APARTM ENTS 

Bournemouth. Holiday flats, quiet distrlc:t. 
Near sea and shops. Sep. kitchens. S.A.E. 
brochure. Mr. & Mrs. SHARP, 77 
Alumhurst Road, Bournemouth. West
bournc 65551. 

Gu8t house for sale, South West Coast. 10 
bedrooms. H/C., central heating. Well 
established. Details sent in confidence. 
Uox No. 2413. 

Southport, preferably Ainsdale. Middlc
aacJ couple require bed and breakfast 
for about one week, late April. Box No. 
2426. 

Spadous modern furnished bungalow to 
let. May-October. Accommodate 6-8
persons. Also caravan ai1e available. 
Mr. & Mrs. E. W HOOPER, The Place 
Hotel, Newquay. Tel. 2526. 

CHRISTIAN 

HOLIDAY HOMES 

An11:lcacy. New Guest House opcnina 
Easter. For brochure s.a.e. to Mr. & 
Mn. GoLD� __ The Mount, Amlwch. 
Tel. Amlwch �. 

Baneor, N. Ireland. Bctuny Christian 
Guest House. H. & C. all rooms. c.H., 
good food. 2 ruins from aea, rail and bus. 
Convenient to assembly and churches. 
Private c11r parlc. Mn. McCoNKEY, 4 
Bryansbum Road. Phone 5089. 

Blackpool Lochinnr Christian Guest House. 
100 yds. from sea. Happy fcllowsh.ip and 
memories assured. Mn. MAOC. 1 4  
Chatsworth Ave., Worbrcclc, Blackpool. 
Phone Clevclcys 71331 or Blackpool 
51761. 

Bogpor Re&is: See larger advertisemenL 
Boscombe, Boumemouth: Underclifl' Christ• 

ian Hotel. Open all year. Splendid 
position, overlooking sea. Excellent rood. 
Happy fellowship, MANAGER (W), 1-3 
Undcn:1111' Road. Phone 35484. 

Bridlin&ton - Christian Holiday Flats, ad
joinina sea-front.Brochure. Mrs. AVISON, 
�{ortyfoot Court, Bridlington. Tel. 

Bridlineton: Shalome Christian Guest 
House. WeU recommended. Overlooking 
sea. Happy fellowship assured. O.A.P.'a. 

special terms May and late Sept. - Mr. 
& Mn. C. CLOUOH, 21 Albion Terrace. 
Tel. 5276. 

Broadstairs, Kent. Crawford House. 2 
min. shops and sands. H. & C. all bed
rooms. Christian feUowship. Highly 
recommended. Stamp for brochure Mr 
& Mrs. R. Cosu.E, 108 Picrrcmont Ave· 
Tel. Thanct 61975. 

. 

C■.rbis Ba7 (SL Ins) Cornwall. 'Lamoma' 
Christian Gu1:5thousc. Well appointed: 
central hcauna: excellent catering· 
Ctu:istlan fellowship. Open for Easter: 
Wntc for brochure, Doskerris Ro11d 
Carbis Bay, Cornwall. "feL St. Ives 5967: 

Cornwall, Ncwquay. Dcliahtfully situated 
Christian hotel, standina in own &rounds 
easy reaches of beaches: modem 
amenities: excellent caterina: own farm 
produce: tennis

.t 
puttin;. ample free 

parkina space. :,;pedal welcome to the 
Lord's people. Mr. & Mrs. E. w 
HOOPER, The Place Hotel, Newquay: 
Tel. 2526. 

Devon, Exmoutb. Cullouahmorc Christian 
Guest House. Lovely house and arounds 
First class catcrina and comfort. Mil� 
of aoldcn sand. Ample parltina rrcc 
Brochulll: Miss I. A. JAllVIS, 52 Salterto� 
Road. Tel: 3115. 

Dunlaoa:baitt, Co. Dublin. Comfort, aood 
fare, wonderful scenery. B. & B. or 
Partial Board. Miss Wll.UAMSON, SUODY• 
side, Albert Road, Sandycovc. Tel. 
805933. 

Edinburch: City or history and romance. 
Excellent food, warmth and comfort. -
Mrs. FIU.1BY, 'Muanatha,' 10 Lygon 
Road. Tel.: NEW 4521. 

Folkcstone. Avondale Private Hotel, The 
Leas. Faclna seL Electric lift. Good food, 
Every comrort. Parking f'acllitlcs. Bro
chure: Mr. and Mrs. B. W. lus. Tel, 
54545. 
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Glcnlucc, Wigtownshire. Bed. breakfast 
and high tea with all meals provided on 
Sundays. Christian home. near Assembly. 
Mr$. H. HE.NRY, Ar<hillc, Glenlucc. Tel. 
240. 

H11rro1:ate Sp:a: l.angh:am Hotel over
lookina Valley G:ardens. H. & C. Gu or 
electric fires tn all beJrooms. Excellent 
cuisine and service - Apply: Miss 
LEWES for brochure. Tel.: 23-4711. 

lliracombC'. J\faranatha Christian Hotel. 
Pcrson:al supervision. Ample good food. 
Happy fellowship. Coach parties/confer
ences welcomed. Recommended. Free 
Parkina. Mulley & Gilkerson. Brochure 
Mr. & !',frs. TINKllll. Phone 3245. 

Isle of Cumbrao: Craig-ard Christian Guest 
House. Millport. On seafront. Happy, 
homely atmosphere, good food, fun. fel• 
lowship. Mr. & Mrs. A. .McCRACKEN. 
Tel.: 532. Holiday Flats to let. sleep 6. 

(sic o( Skye: 0unringell Private Hotel. 
Kyleakln. Own spacious arounds for 
restful holiday. Convenient centre for 
touring and sea trips. Christian fellow
ship. - Mr. and Mrs. MACPH£1UON. 
Tel. 236. 

Isle or Wii:ht. Christian Guest House. 
Happy fellowship. Good food. Well 
recommended. Mr. & Mrs. K. JOHNSON, 
'Clevelands', Wroxall. Tel. Ventnor 332. 

Jrrscy. Enjoy warm fellowship and 
excellent catering at The Christian 
Alliance. Undercliffe Road. St. Helier. 
Highly recommended. S.A.E. to E. 
PROSSER (host). Central 31135. 

Jersey: Highlands Hotel - Corbierc; re
nowned beauty spot; Christian hotel; 
heated swimming pool; shower suites; 
martello lounge; sea views most bed
rooms; Evangelical ministry (optional) 
by Movement for World Evangelisation; 
brochure from Manager. (S.T.D. 0534 
43143). 

Jersey. Paxholm Christian Guest House 
welcomes old and new friends. Good 
catering and happy fellowship. On sea 
front. s.a.e. to Mr. & Mrs. L. PROUDFOOT 
Central ::?0250. 

Keswick. Now booking for 1969. 'Bracken
thwai1e• Christian Guest House. Blen
c:athra Street. Tel. 77. Mr. &. Mrs. J. L 
STUFHNS. 

THERE IS STILL 

NO PLACE Q U IT E LIKE 

Kilru·ock Castle renews for 1969 its warm 
imitation and welcome. Rev. J. E. and 
Mrs. DUNCAN, Kilravock Castle, Croy, 
by Inverness. Croy 248. 

Largs: Lausanne Guest House; sea-front; 
ideal sit. H. ,'i.: C. in all bcJrooms: every 
comfort. -1',frs. C\RPENTlJl. Tel.: 2367. 

Limerick - Touring Ireland? B. & B. 
(full board Sundays, if desired). Main 
route between Connemara and Killarney. 
Christian home. near Assembly. i\trs. 
llfrLI.AR, 24 Oakland Drive. Greystoncs. 
Tel. Limerick 44971. 

London: 'Fairhavcn' Christian Guest 
House. Bed and Breakfast only.-Mn. 
S11011EY, 7 Trouville Road, Clapham, 
S.W.4. Tel.: 01-673 5812. 

Lossirmouth - 'Beachvicw' Guest House. 
S101field Road. beautifully situated on 
sea front. Bed and breakfast, evening 
dinner and supper with all meals on 
Sundays. H. & C. all bedrooms and free 
parking facilities. Brochure. l\fr. &: 
Mrs. IAN s�nni (Tel. 3053). 

Lowestoft. H:uddene Christian Guest 
House. 36 Lyndhursl Road. Homely 
comfortable accommodation. good food. 
fellowship, close sea. Rc:asonable terms. 
s.a.e. brochure. Mr. & Mrs. S. H. PAYNE. 
Tel. 61809. 

:'.\tiocbead - Those seeking quietude and 
comfort with good food and all modern 
amenities including Central Heating, 
near sea and town centre apply Mr. &. 
Mrs. GARllET, 'Cavendish', Townsend 
Road, Minehead. Tel. 3053. 

0b:m, A,vll: Glencampa Christian Guest 
House. Esplanade. commanding un
rivalled view amidst famous Highland 
scenery. Sailings. Electric fires all bed
rooms. All modern facilities. Assembly. 
Reduced terms off season. Capacity 50. 
-Mr. &. Mrs. R. B. C...rRNS. Tel.: 2505. 

Paignton-'Alpcnrose' sec larger Advertise
ment. 

Paignton, Torbay Court: Level 3 minute 
walk beach and town. Varied menus. 
Ideal for family holiday: baby sitters. 
S.a.e. MANAGER for brochure. Tel.: 
57835. 

Prestwick. Bed & Breakfast accommoda
tion. Mrs. 0AYMAN, 25 Adamton Road. 
Tel. 77345. 

Sc:,.rboroui:b. Mrs. APPu:av. 49 Ramsey 
Street. Tel. 2522. B.B. Evening mc:il. 
Board rcs. Ccmrul. 

Scarborough. Christian Alliance. 4 Bel
grave Cn::sccnt. FlJLL BOARD from 
£8 ICk. Od. Happy fellowship, good food. 
children welcome. Af,rly brochure 
(SUlmP plca.sc) }',fr. & I', rs. Sotrnfo"n. 

Sno,rdonia. HenSWTt Hall. The ideal centre 
for 1ouri� or beach. Warm Otristian 
fello,.-ship. Please write to Mr. & Mrs. 
P, K. Gn.11.."RT. Rhydymain., Dolgcllau. 
Rhydymain 251. 

Southport. Fulwood Hotel, 82 Leyland 
Road. Con.-c:nient prom� Lord SL and 
all amenities. Every comfort, full 
central heating. personal supervision. 
Mrs. & Mrs. R. l\{CKINNON, late of 
Southfield Hotel. St. Anncs. Tel. 
Southport .56563. 

Southport. 0rlcana Christian Guest House. 
beside promcn4de. Good food. H:t.ppy 
fellowship. Car Parle. l',l.r. & Mrs. R. S. 
Wn.u,utS, 8 L:alhom Road. Tel. 4907. 

St hcs. Corn•all: Trccarrcll Hotel O,ristian Guest House; every comfort. 
H. & C. bedrooms: sq,. tables; good 
cater. Mod. Tel.: 707 - Mr. &. Mrs. 
S. W. SLDGH. 

Str2thpcffer, Ross-shire. Bed, breakfast and 
evening meal "ith all meals provided on 
Sundays. Wonderful tourini: centre for 
the Northern Highlands. Mr. & Mrs.. 
AUltED S. PALMEJl, Cnoc Grianan. 
Stralhpctfer. Telephone Str.uhpctrer 
236. 

Torq112y. 'Cranicombc' Christian Guest 
House. Conveniently si1uateJ in Cary 
Park. on level. near sea: parking space. 
Stamp brochure. Mr, &. Mrs. Co�IBCS. 
Tel. 37360. 

Wl'Ston-supu-Marr. Christian Guest 
House, Mrs. TUll.NER, Glendale, 2 
Oan:nce Road South. 

Weston-supcr-:'.\fare: For happy fello"-sbip 
come to 'Bcrachah'. H. & C. in all 
rooms. Garai:c. Few moments walk 
from pier, promenade and woodlands. 
.Mrs. FRANK FARL£Y, 14 Madeira Road. 
Tel. 298::?0. 

Group Fellowship Holidays, 1969 
Following offered subject to number of bookings 

SWITZERLAND (lnterlaken Area) £45 approx. 

ITALY (Adriatic) £46 approx. 

SLAVAN l<A 13 days by rail, mid-September departures 

Couchettes £2 10s. 0d. extra if available 

• Wonderful Christian fellowship 

• Modern and up-to-date 

amenities 

• Full central heating 

• First-class catering 

• Open all the year 

STAMP FOR BROCHURE TO 

Mr. & Mrs. R. W. ILES 

42 BELLE VUE ROAD 

BOURNEMOUTH, BH6 3DS 
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SOUTH BOURNE 

Telephone 44151 

Arrangements through leading London travel firm 

Fellowship with local believers 

Write: M. Crouch, 26 Gaskarth Road, Balham, S.W.12 

Alpenrose_ 
CHRISTIAN GUEST HOUSE 

20, Polsham Park. PAIGNTON, DEVON 

BEAUTIFUL HOUSE 
LOVELY GARDEN-AMPLE PARKING 
NEAR SEA, SHOPS AND STATION 
LEVEL WALK 
EXCELLENT TABLE 
WELL RECOMMENDED 

Open Easter s.a.e. for brochure 
Mr. and Mrs. A. F. CURTIS 

Telephone Palgnton 58430 

The Witne$S 



For your information 
Information to Pickerins & Ins.Iii Ltd., 26 Bodlwell Sb'tet, Glusow, c.1, b7 die 4tL 
Publi1hen cannot 1u11rantN ioterdoo ii nooc.a an receind after th• 4th of 11recedln1 moadl. 

ENGLAND 

FORTHCOMING 
Oldham, L'lncs.: Wemcth Gospel Hall, 

Railway Road. Feb. 15 at 3.15. Dr. F. A. 
Talford; A. Allan. 

Exeter. Gospel Hall, Buller Road. Annual, 
Feb. 22 at 3 and 6. F. Holmes and Dr. 
A. H. Linton. 

Barkingside, Essex. Fairlop Gospel Hall, 
Fcnccpiccc Road. Mar. 8 at 4 and 6.30. 
Donald Meadows, Bournemouth; J. G. 
Smith, Chelmsford. 

Moreton, Wirral, Cheshire. Gospel Hall, 
Old Maryland Lane. Mar. 8 at 3.15 and 
6. Alex. Smyth, India; J. M. Dal&)cish, 
Southport. 

Birmingham Annual Mi.uion.'lr)' Meetings. 
April 19 at 3.15 and 6.30. Central Hall, 
Corporation Street. April 21, Unlversity 
of Aston, Gosta Green, at 3.15 and 6.45. 
April 22, for Sisters in University of 
Aston, Gosta Green at 6.45. Corrcs• 
pondencc 10: R. M. Whitehouse, 
Secretary, 26 Oakham Road, Birming
ham 17. 

LONDON 
FORTHCOMING 
Shttn Hall, Upper Richmond Road, West, 

East Sheen, S.W.14. Feb. 8 at 6.30. A. J. 
Atkins; S. Thompson. 

Berrymead Hall, Avenue Road, Acton, 
W.3. Annual Missionary, Mar. 8 at 4 
and 6.30. A. L. Dexter; W. E. Thomp
son; M. W. Connell (Mmistry). 

London Missionary Mttlinp. Monthly 
Prayer Meeting in Kingsway Hall, 
Kingsway, W.C.2. last Friday of each 
month. S.4S to 7.15. 

Y.P. RALLIES AND MONTHLY 
CONVENTIONS 
Bournemouth, Queen's Hall, Bath Road. 

Feb. I at 7. "Ibe Second Episllc to 
Timothy' - 'A Sure Foundation'. K. 
Morris, Southampton. 

Fareham. Masonic Hall, Queen•s Road. 
Feb. I at 6.30. A Nute. Mar I at 6.30. 
K. G. Hyland. 

Sutton, Surrey. Vernon Road Chapel, 
Vernon Road. Feb. I at 7. Subject: 
Baptism. F. A. Tatford, Eastbourne. 
Mar. I at 7. Subject: The Lord's Supper. 
R. C. Kyle, Harrow. 

Eastbourne. Edgmond Hall. Feb. 6 at 7.30. 
Subject: Peace in a Troubled World. 
George Harpur. Mar. 6 at 7.30. Subject: 
The Ministry of Angels. R. J, Bolton. 

Bexleyhcath, Kent. Bethany Hall, North 
Street, Woolwich Road. Feb. 8 at 7. 
Subject: Romans 13. J. Riddle. 

Brighton. Gordon Halt. Brighton & Hove 
Bible Studies. Feb. 8 at 6.30. Subject: 
The Christian in the World. R. Coad, 
Carshalton Beeches. 

North Wembley: Uxcndon Hall, Elmstcad 
Avenue. Conversational Bible Reading. 
Feb. 8 at 7. J. Jackson, Mitcham Junc
tion. Ephesi:lIIS S. 
Mar. 8 at 3 and 6.30. T. Proffitt,Staines; 
T. Lcdgeri Welling. 

Swindon: William St. Mission Hall. Feb. 8. 
'Jonah - The Pathway of Obedience'. E. 
Picton. 

LeedJ. The Gospel Hall, Briggatc. Feb. 8. 
P. Collins, Hull. Feb. 15, H. Rhodes, 
Leeds. Feb. 22, F. C. Parr, Brierfield. 
Mar. I, J. L. Kirkham, Ellesmere Port. 
At 7.30. 

Letchworth. Gernon Hall, Gcrnon Road. 
Feb. 8 at 7. Subject: The Flight from 
Laban. Humphries Laughton. 

London. Grove Hall. The Grove, Eating, 
W.5. Conversational Bible Reading, Feb. 
8 at 7. John 3. E. W. Ro�ers. 

North Statlordshiro Area. Biddulph. Feb. 8. 
S. Wells. Feb. 15-17, Butt Lane. B. 
Sutton. Feb. 22. Stafford (Hjghfielcb) 
One Day Bible SchooL George Harpur. 

February 1969 

Luton. Onslow Road Gospel Hall. Peb. 
15 at 4.15 and 6.30. Mon1hly Bible 
Reading. Subject: The Silence and the 
Storm. D. Clapham, Dirmlngham. 

Mitcham, Surrey. Gospel Hall, Percy Road. 
Feb. 15 at 7. K. T. C. Morris. 

Newport. Mon. Mountjoy Street Gospel 
Hall. Feb. 15 at 7.J5. 

Warrington. Hope Hall, Hawthorne Streel, 
Bewscy Estate. Feb. 15/16. S. Emery, 
Worthing. 

Grinuby. Wcllowgatc Chapel, 67 Wcllow
gatc. Feb. 22 at 7.30. D. Clines, M.A. 

London. Hope Hall, Kilburn Lane, Queen's 
Park, W.10. Feb. 22 at 7. F. Cundick. 

Alb'incham. Mar. I at 7.30. Subject: Ruth 
and the Redeemer. Kinplcy Rendell, 
Sheffield. 

Nuneaton. Manor Court Rooms. Manor 
Court Rd. Mar. I at 7. Mar. 3 at 7.30. 
G. K. Lowther. 

BIDLE SCHOOL 
S.W. London. South Wcs1 London Bible 

School in Raynes Park Methodist 
Church. Worplc Road, S.W.20. Feb. 7, 
14. 21, 28. Mar. 7, 14, at 7.45. Subject: 
The Church in the World - I Corin
thians. George Harpur. 

NOTES 
A. W. Grimscy hopes to visit Honharn, 

on Feb. 2; Eastern Road Assembly, 
Haywarcb Heath. on 3; Hampstead Hall. 
Docking, on 9; Pound Hill Assembly, 
Crawley. on 16. Farnborough Hos
pital. on 17; East Street. Bromley, on 
18; Hampstead Hall. Dorldng, on 24; 
Sandcross Hall. Reigate, on 25; Holden 
Hall, Southborough, on 27. 

G. K. Lowther recently visited Stevenage 
New Town where the young assembly is 
building its own chapel, and many 
contacts arc being made. To be in 
Lincolnshire during February. 

C. W. F. McEwen is due at Tinnon, 
Exmouth, Woodbury, Exeter, Minchew, 
Beer, Taunton, and Dishop's Tawton 
during February. 

Donald R. Meadows hopes to visit during 
February Gosport, 2; Brunel University, 
4; Chandlers Ford, 6. 13, 20, 27; Dray
ton, 8; Southboumc, 9, I I ,  16, 18, 25; 
Swanwick Network Conference, 21-23. 

Hedley G. Murphy returned from U.S.A. 
just before Christmas. The Lord blessed 
in Toronto where the Crusade was based 
in Danforth Hall and supported by 
others. Souls were saved and several 
spoke of blessing. In Apslcy Hall, 
Belfast, 29th December to 26th Jan�. 
A keen interest has been created and big 
effort is being made to reach the un
rcached. Plans to be in Chorley, Lanes., 
for a campaign 1st February, and at 
Bolton for the final weekend. 

SCOTLAND 

FORTHCOl\UNG 
Glascow: Porch Hall:Fcb. 8 at 3.30. W. K. 

Morrison, Falkirk; I Speirs, Barrhead; 
J. Anderson, Ayr. 

Glasgo,.-: Shiloh Hall, 21 Ardholm 
Street, Shcttlcston. Feb. 15 at 3.30. W. G. 
Irwin; A. McNeish; A. Roxburgh. 

Airdrie: Ebenezer Hall, Ralston Street. 
Feb. 22 at 3.30. W. Gilmour, Ayr; 
Dr. Alex Scott, Maddiston; Dr. David 
Cooic, Hamilton. 

Glugow:Victoria Hall, 163 Langside Road. 
Feb, 22 at 3. G. Waugh, Prestwick; 
A. M. S. Gooding, Kilmarnock; W. 
Whitelaw, Largs. 

Port Seton: Annual in Vicwforth Gospel 
HDII. Mar. l at 3.30. W. Milliken; J. W. 
McAllister; T. A. S. Watt. 

Carluke: Gospel Hall, Church Lane. Mar. 
J5 at 3.30. D. Fcr11u,wn; A. Plclr.crtn1r, 
A. P. Weir. 

Clydebank: Vict.orla Hall, Shelley Drive. 
Mar. 1, at 3.30. J. A. Nai1mlth; A. Roa
buralt; J. Tennant. 

GIHiow: Youna Women'• Conference In 
Ellm Hall, S Prince Edward Street, off 
Vlcioria Road. l'cb. IS 3 tlll 6, Mn. T. 
A. S. Watt and Mn. l. Ford; Mn. J. 
McLellan and Mn. 1. Sandlan. Jr. 

Onrtown: Gospel Hall. Mar. 29. A 
Roxburah, Prewwlck; A. Carmicha.:I, 
lnvcrkcfthlng. John Gillapic. Falldrk. 

GOSPEL CAMPAIGN 
Gl111gow: Abinadon J-!all, Stewartvillc 

Street. Particle. A Gospel Campaign wilJ 
D.V. be conducted by Mr. Dick Saund
ers and Mr. Jon Hall o(Thc Way to Life 
Hour io above Hall f'cb. IS - Mar. 2 
inclusive. 

Y.P. RALLIES AND MJNISTRY 
MEETINGS 
Alexandria: Ebcnczer HalJ, SullUlDah St. 

Feb. 8 at 6.45. A. M. S. Gooding; J. 
Harrison. Mar. 8 at 6.45. J. Burnet: E. fL 
GranL 

Paisley: Bethany Hall. Queen Strut. Mar. 
I at 7.15. Subject EFFECTIVE GOS· 
PEL OUTREACH. Speaker: Mr. 
Hedley Murphy, Belfast. Singen: Busby 
Choir. 

NOTE 
Outreach Lanarkshire 1969. At a mectin. 

of representative brethren or the County 
it was pbnned that teams or youn& 
people under suitable lcadcnhip should 
visit Biggar and Lcadhills during the 
summer months (DV) to cva.ngelize 
and to strcnirthen the testimony in these 
areas. Applications from Assembly 
youna people should be made to the 
Secretary - Mr. C. D. Po!lArd, 70 Wilton 
Road, Carluk.e, Lanarkshire. (Tel 3271 ). 

IRELAND 

FORTHCOMING 
Corle City. Annual, Mar. 16, 17, 18. A 

Leclcie; J. Cutbberuon; K. Elliott· R. 
McAlister; A. Barker. Particulars irom 
G. E. Webb, lnnishannon, Co. Cork. 
Tel 14. 

ADDRESSES 

A. L. Emmons' new address is 30 Sunning• 
dale Avenue, Leigh-on-Sea. Es.sex. 

Assembly formerly meeting in North 
Street Hall, 12 North Street. Forfar. is 
now meeting in temporary prcmisc.5 at 
35 Nonh StrccL Lord'• Day service at 
11 11.m. Women's Meeting. Wednesday 
at 7.30. Ministry Meeting. Friday at 
7.30. Sunday evening meeting held at 
6,30 in Baptist Church Hall, Manor 
Street, until new hall is built. 

Ashwell, Hcru. As Co-op Hall. where 
believers met bas now been sold and as 
no other suitable accommodation is 
available in the villaae, the believers have 
now united with th.c assembly at Baldock, 
Hcrts. 

Yeovil, SomcrscL The Vicarage Street Hall 
Assembly will now meet in their new 
hall - Elsinore Gospel Hall, The Avenue, 
Yeovil. All visitors welcome. Corres
pondent: Wm. McKclvie, 5 The Park, 
Yeovil, Somerset. 

CORRESPOND�CE FOR 
Windsor Assembly, Bcrb, to J. Ste\·cns, 14 

Hanover Way, Windsor. 
Bethany Hall, Flatt Lane, Ellesmere Port. 

to G. Cowley, 7 Qydcsdale, Whitby, 
Ellesmere Port. 

1S 



Bethany Hall, S Abbotsford Road, 
Lochorc. Fife, to Peter Queen, 137 
Kirkland Gardeos, Ball.inirY, Fife. 

Gospel Hall, SL Georps, Ockenaa.tcs, 
Shrops, to J. Bailey, 22 Pool Road, 
Newfidd Garden Village, Trench, 
Wellington, Shrops. 

Littlemoor Gospel Chapel, Dunston Lane, 
Newbold, Chcsterfield, Derbysbire, to 
D. Wilson, 9 Gilbert Avenue, Waltoo, 
Chesterfidd. Tel. Chesterfield 42S3, 

WITH CHRIST 
Sep. 7. E.aic Bernstein aged 88. An 

esselltially courageous soul, she worked 
at home after her retirement from 
Palestine, to help forward by persooal 
e1MX>uragement, letters, etc., the work in 
the Holy Land. 

Sep. 28. Laurence Paisle7, aged 70. after a 
brief illness in a Copenhagen hospital. 
After the first world war he came into 
fellowship at Nightingale Vale Gospel 
Hall. Woolwich. In 1920 he went to 
Copenhagen where he joined the 
=mbly, and there he served his Master 
very faithfully. Was the correspondent 
of the assembly for several years. He 
will be missed very much. His wife and 
son survive him. 

Nov. 3. Albert E. Roberts, aged 66. Saved 
as a boy and had been in happy fellow
ship with the Lord's people at Park Hall, 
Higher Tranmere, Birkenhead, all the 
time. For many years assembly treasurer 
and Sunday School secretary, also 
secretary of the Merseyside assemblies 
youth camps. A large crowd paid tribute 
both at a service in the hall and at the 
cemetery. A good man, he will be greatly 
missed. 

Nov. IS. Thomas Robert McCullagh. Born 
in Muck.lagh Drum, Co. Monaghan, in 
190S. Very early in his Christian life he 
weot to New York to join bis brother. In 
1930 he went to Nebraska, and visited 
many parts of the U.S.A. preaching 
wherever he wenL In 1936 the assembly 
oow meeting at 73rd Street, New York 
City, commended our brother to full
time service for the Lord, and after much 
encouragement he helped to establish 
the young Christians in Guthrie, Okla
homa, and an assembly was formed there. 
He and his family continued to live there 
until he was called Home. but during 
his illness he continued to serve the Lord 
in every way possible, among other 
things continuing to prepare tapes for 
two radio pro,p-ammes. There arc many 
who cherish his memory, and he was a 
simple but forceful preacher of the Word. 
He is survived by bis wife, two sons and 
two daughters. They will appreciate the 
prayers of the Lord's people. 

Nov. 16. Thomas Craii:, aged St. Saved in 
early life and for many years in happy 
fellowship in Cruden Hall Assembly, 
Grccnock. He subsequently moved to 
Bombay and gave much help to the 
Assembly there. Was a founder member 
of the Gospel Literature Service. His 
home was a haven for missionaries 

CORNWALL 

■ Ideally situated

travellina to and from home. Latterly 
lived in Hove and Largs. He bore a 
cheerful testimony. Leaves a widow and 
young daughter. 

Nov. 17. Charles McMiwi. Saved 60 years 
ago in Ayr. In happy fellowship in 
Victoria Hall, Ayr, and Bute Hall, 
Prestwick. Maintained a bright testimony 
and kindly disposition until the Lord 
called him Home. 

N(?v, 27. Wm. Hughes, Saved in early years 
m Glasgow, then in fellowship in Sho11S 
and for the last few years m Mussel• 
burgh. A real workman and servant of 
the assembly, keen in mind and skilful 
in hand. Much missed, and will Iona be 
remembered for his work's sake. 

Dec. I. Andrew Rankin, aged 76. Father of 
Miss Betty Rankin who labours for the 
Lord in Berlin. Saved about 60 years ago 
under the preaching of 1he late Tom 
Sinclair. 1n Assembly fellowship first 
in Shields Road Hall, and over SO years 
in Roman Road HalL He dispensed the 
clemenis at the Lord's Supper and that 
night passed into the presence of the 
Lord. He was indeed a brother beloved, 
and his presence will be much missed at 
the gatherings of the Lord's people. 

Dec. 5. Tom lioweo, a11ed 73. Saved as a 
young man, associated with believers at 
Fountain Hall, Aberdeen, for a number 
of years. Took a keen interest in the 
spread of the Gospel. His home was open 
to many of the Lord's servants. 

Dec. 6. William Hou, aged 66. Saved in his 
teens in Shieldhill and latterly in fellow
ship in Linlit.haow. One who loved to 
serve the Lord and His people. 

Dec. 8. Mn. Kelly, Saved 60 years ago in 
Round Toll, Glasgow, our sister was 
20 years in Porch Hall, Glasgow, and 
last 4 years in Bute Hall, Prestwick. Had 
a delightful fragrant life in spite of her 
infirmity in latter years. 

Dec. 9. Robert H. Murph)', aged 31. Chief 
Petty Officer, Fleet Air Ann. Called 
Home very suddenly following a car 
accidenL Converted during Billy Graham 
Crusade in Glasgow in 19SS. Wanniy 
welcomed into fellowship in Well
meadow (now Bethany) Assembly, 
Paisley. Ho was a keen soul-winner, and 
knew much of the Lord's blessing in an 
active leadership in the Naval Christian 
Fellowship in Arbroath, Lossiemouth 
and Singapore. Leaves a widow and two 
young children. 

Dec. 10. Miss Mary Mackie, aged 7S. For 
over 30 years associated with Gospel 
Hall Assembly, Kilbimic. A quiet 
consisteot sister. 

Dec. 29. Mn. Acee■ Robertson in her 91st 
year. Fell asleep on Lord's Day morning. 
Born again in Galston when 12 years old. 
�apt� at 1� on a cold December day 
m River lrvmc. In happy fellowship 
in various assemblies all her days; 
latterly in Elim Hall and Central Hall, 
Kilmarnock. Loved and respected by all 
who knew her. A grand old lady of 
sterling Christian character and out
standing personality. 

Jan. 2. Miss Em.ma Jobmoa, ascd 87. For 
many years in fellowship at Hebron Hall. 
Carlisle. Most active in Sunday School 
work in earlier days, and always took a 
deep and practical interest in missionary 
work. A prayer partner and, as such, a 
great help to the assembly until her 
Homecall. 

Mn. Catherine Newlands, aged 90. For a 
number of years in fcllov.-ship at Kil
marnoclc, then for a long number of 
years at Dunbar. Her latter years were 
spent at Whitley Bay. Her home was 
open to many of the Lord'■ scrvanu. 

Home and foreign 
mission funds 
Sums received by the Joint Treasurers, 

ANDREW GRAV, WM. MCINNES, AJlOIIE 
MURDOCH and ROBERT R. RABEY, for 
the month ending 31st December, 1968. 
Gills to Honorary Treasurers, Home and 
Foreip Mission Funds. Room 400 (5th 
Floor), 93 Hope Street. Glasi:ow, C.l. 

The Lord'• Work at Home 
and Abroad . •. £7276 0 0 

Office Expeoscs •.. £380 5 S 

Total for month reprcscntins 
ReceiplS Nos. S231-5489 £7656 S S 

This includes the following anonymous 
gifts: Anon, £S; Anon, £S 10s.; John 
3. 16 £10. 

WIDOW'S AND ORPHANS 
OF MISSIONARIES FUND 

Received for December, 1968 £311 16 7 
This includes the following anonymous 

gifts: Manchester, £S; Anon, £6; Anon, 
£S; Anoe, £2; Anon, £S; Anon, £7; 
Anoo,£S. 

SCOTTISH COUl\'TIES 
EV ANGELISflC MOVEMENT 

Received for December, 1968 £271 S 9 
RETIRED J'.USSIONARY 

AID FUND 
Gills received by Mr. L F. Guy. 11 Cliff 

Park Avenue, Paigntoo, Hon. Treasurer, 
during December, amounted to £10,6SS. 

MISSIONARIES' CHILDREN'S 
FUND 

130 WOOD STllEET, Cm:APSIDE, LoNDON, 
E.C.2. Telephone 01-606 2471. The gifts 
received towards the above Fund for the
month of December amounted to 
£60. 
AYRSIIlRE MISSIONARY HOME 

(Redcroft. Prestwick) 
Received by Mr. W. B. C. Beggs. CLYDES

DALE 8ANJC HOUSE, MUllUCIRK, from 
October to December 
Ncwmilns A. £10 Os. Od. 
Loan Hall, Stcvenston A. £12 Os. Od. 
Ebenezer, Dreghorn A. £10 Os. Od. 
Sister's S.C., Largs. £10 Os. Od. 
R.R. W. £S Ss. Od. 

THE M.S.C. HOLIDAY CONFERENCE 
for young people (age 16+) 

■ Noted for food and fellowship
w Ill once again be held over the 

■ Central heating

■ Near assembly

S.A.E. Brochure : 
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Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 

Dunedin Christian Hotel 
Alexandra Road, Penzance 

Telephone 4007 

SUMMER BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 

Friday, August 29th-Wednesday, September 3rd, 1969 
at 

Monkton Combe School, near Bath, Somerset 

Details and application forms available from: 

Mr. and Mrs. K. G. Buckler, 59 Stoke Lane, 

Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol, 8S9 3DW. 
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BETHANY
?)?) 

• 

LOVELY PORTHPEAN 

DELIGHTFUL VIEW 

CLOSE TO BEACHES 

ALWAYS RECOMMENDED 

• 

Brochure: A. and M. Stretch 

Telephone St. Austell 3794 

NETHERHALL 
CHRISTIAN GUEST HOUSE & CONFERENCE 
CENTRE LARGS SCOTLAND 
If it is a friendly holiday you are looking for, with good food 
and Christian fellowship, then there will be a welcome for you 
at Netherhall. 
Conducted tours during the season to the Trossachs, Loch 
Lomond, Edinburgh, lnveraray, etc. 
Accommodation for 130 guests • Hot and cold water in each 
bedroom • Tennis • Putting · Croquet and playing field. 
You can enjoy the seclusion of our spacious grounds and still 
be only 20 minutes walk from town and pier. 
Young People"s Weekend: 2nd to 4th May, 1969. Speaker: 
Dr. A. Hanton, Cambridge. Inclusive charge £3 
Send stamp for coloured brochure to:- G. W. BEAnlE, 
Manager (W), Netherhall, largs. Phone Largs 2084 

C h. a, :::a:.-t e :a:.- h.<> "D. s e 

"'i"e��o-.:a.th.; B- :1>e,ro2:J1. 

Fully equipped 
with all essentials 
for YOUR happy 
holiday in 
Glorious Dtt..,on 
bythtt sea 
Genttrou:s cuisine 
E..,t!ry comfort 
Excellt!nt ministry 
Conferenctt:s 
welcome out of 
season • Write 
early to a ... oid 
disappointment 

Please send S.A.E. for dt!tails to Mrs. A. J. Williams Phone 481 

THE B EST 

CHRISTIAN BOOKS 

LOAN 

LIBRARY 

WORLD

WIDE 

SERVICE 

78a CHILTERN STREET, W.I 

Frt1e 1//ustfeted booklet on request 

February J 969 

jRtahoiurroft 
STORRS PARK 

B0WNESS-0N-WINDERMERE 

In the heart of England's lovely 

Lake District. Meadowcroft offers 

you everything that contributes to 

a delightful holiday 

Brochure from:• Miu M. F. HUNTER 
Telephone: Wmdt!rmere 3532 

B h • For 1un, •ea and 1olden 1and•. 
OUrnemout "'The 1arden ruort of the South"' 

'"THE WESTBY" For warm fellow1hlp In a happJ 
Chrl1tlan umo1phere, with the comfort and Hrvlce of a 
modern, centrall, heated Hotel convenlentlJ 1ltuated b .. 
tw-n main 1hoppln1 centre and the 1ea. Free parlcln1, 

/oininr with u1 at 

WILL 'ttbe 'Umestb� 
CHRISTIAN HOTEL 

WESTBY ROAD 
BOSCOMBE. BOURNEMOUTH 

ENSURE 

SATISFACTION 

To 

Ulusttated Brochure from BE 
YOURS! Mr. and Mrs. R. H. LINGS 

Telephon■1 l58'7 

Try us for that Easter/Spring holiday 

KESWICK 
THE S/LVERDALE CHRISTIAN 

HOTEL 
FOR THE VERY BEST 

* Come with assurance * Enjoy the Lovely Lake District 

* The warmest welcome * Happy christian fellowship 

* All amenities for comfort * Ground floor central 

heating * Excellent cuisine * Conferences. youth 
groups, church parties welcome 

Proprietor•: Mr. & Mrs. H. L Hodgaon 
Secretary: Mra. D. Metcalf Phone: Keawlck 294 

A Young People's Week-End 
at GRENEHURST PARK (ELIM BIBLE COLLEGE) 

Capel, Near Darking, Surrey 

23-27 MAY (the Spring Bank Holiday) 

Speakers: Mr, G. J. POLKINGHORN E. and others 

Cost: £5 5s. 0d. or £4 5s. 0d. for those in 

full-time education 

Application forms from: 

Mr. J. N. Gray, 14 Compton Drive, Eastbourne 
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Homeland Christian 

Hotel - Brixham, S. Devon 

Beautiful Marine Residence with all rooms 
overlooking Torbay. Excellent catering. 
Every comfort. Near Swimming pool. 
lovely walks. Boating and Yachting. 
Homely Fellowship Evenings. Free Car 
Park in own grounds. Open all year. 

Send for brochure. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Browse Phone 2081 

THE CITY TEMPLE, LONDON 
(By Arrangement) 

NINE CONSECUTIVE SATURDAYS 
throu&hout 

FEBRUARY & MARCH 1969 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH RALLIES 

6.30 p.m. 

TOM REES 
PROFlSSOR ROBERT aoYD • c. A. JOYCE • DAVID WINTER • DAVID PAWSON 
IOHN TAYLOR • DEREK WOOD • And the frenth Char<OOI Artht HIie.ANNiE 

VALLOTTON. 

Snu may be reserved (without char&•) for partlu of 10 and over. 

The O,sanllln1 S.uetary, )illdenboro•ch Hell, Otlord Hills, S.nnoal<1, Ken� 
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BOGNOR REGIS 

Sunny Sussex 

ILYNDHURSTI 
CHRISTIAN HOTEL 

e IDEALLY SITUATED ON SEA FRONT 
• LAWN TO PROMENADE 
• UNINTERRUPTED SEA VIEW 
• HAPPY FELLOWSHIP 
• EXCELLENT CATERING 
BE ADVISED-BOOK NOW. s.a.e. for brochure 

Mr. and Mrs. H. E. HORNER, 4 Park Terrace 

N 

E 

w 

Q 

u 

A 

y 

Telephone 23254 

FAIRHAVEN 
PRIVATE HOTEL 

NEWOUAY. CORNWALL 

Right beside sea ... 
Delicious Meals · Every Modern Facility 
Central · Level Walk • Near Assembly 

NOW BOOKING FOR 

1969 
Brochures: 

Mr. & Mrs. A. B. ROBERTSON 

Phone: Newquay 2979 

MINEHEAD 

THE GATEWAY TO EXMOOR 

Wonderful Walks or Drives 

0 A.KFIELD �sures_ 
all you need for a satisfy

ing holiday. 

Free parking 3 minutes to sea 

s.a.e. Mr. and Mrs. W. Mockridge 

Northfield Road, Somerset 
Tel. 2594 

Southfield Hotel 
THE AVENUE, GIRVAN 

RE-OPENING ON 1st APRIL, 1969 AFrER EXTEN
SIVE RENOVATIONS. UNDER PERSONAL SUPER
VISION OF MISS KESBY, LATE OF KENSINGTON 
HOTEL, GLASGOW. BOOKING EASTER WEEKEND. 
PARTY BOOKINGS FOR WEEKENDS OR LONGER 
PERIODS. 

Excellent Cuisine, H. & C., Electric blankets all 
bedrooms. O.A.P. Reduced rates, April, May and 
September. 

s.a.e. for brochure or phone °'465-2197. 

The Witness 



OPESISG EASTER 1969 

BLAITHUT AITE HOUSE 

WIGTON C,1111be,.fa11d 

A new Chrlstl:ln holiday centre set :1mldst 250 acres 
of farmfand, wocdl;inds lllld extensive g:irdcns. Pony 
trekking, boat.Ing on private 17 acre lake within a faw 
miles of house. nmlly accommodation nvail.iblc. 

Pull In for Car.ivans, and e:1mplng facilities nvall.1ble. 

Brochures available end January 

Write Manager or phone Wigton 2319 

You need a 
holiday 
People constantly thank us for the spiritual 
blessing and physical refreshment gained on our 
holidays. Come and join us I Post the coupon now 
for attractive detailed brochure about Holland, 
Norway, Austria, Switzerland, Jersey, 
Minehead and Faley. Special concessions 
for some party organizers. 

Movement for World Evangelization. 
10 Cuthbert Road, 
Croydon, CRO 3RB 

Please send 1969 Holiday Brochure to: 

Name --------·········-···"··-··················· .. ········ 

Address ---··-·····-·---··························-······· .. ···················· 

----···-···--·············-····---·-··················-········-···········-· 

The DE AF 
A forgotten field - at home and 
abroad. Why not Include them In 
your prayer, assembly work, Sun
day School and missionary out
reachesl 

Literature available: 

Christian Mission for Deaf Africans 
P.O. Box 1452 
Detroit, Michigan 48231, U.S.A. 

February 1969 

START t/ro NEW YEAR with f/10 

RESOLUTION to coma to 

Torbay Court 
in 1969 

Stlll n faw v.1cancl0s this summer nt 19GO nLC! 

❖ Book now ❖

Write or phone for Brochure 

Steartflcld Road, P:dgnton, Devon 

Telephone Palgnton S7835 

ST. MICHAEL'S PRIVATE HOTEL 

ILFRACOM BE 
DEVON 

Ide.illy situated on the level, near sen, shops l\nd 
assembly, v.irled menus. Personal supervision. Highly 

recommended 
ldC31 Touring Centre · Ample Free Parking

s.o.e. for brochure:

Mr. and Mrs. F. M. LANE 
Telephone 2828 

BOICOMll31 

BOIJll�IMIOIJIH 

BALM ORAL 
S WALPOLE ROAD BHt 4EZ 

Holidays with every comfort, good food and 
happy fcllowshlp, In a homely atmosphere. 
Conveniently situated for sea, shops and 
buses. H. & C. In all rooms. Free parking. 

Stomp for brochure to: 

Mr. and M r s .  A. W. CALLER 
Tel,: Bournemouth 36411 
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TORQUAY • West Country Beauty Spot 

stay at 

CHELSTON TOWER 
28 Bedrooms 

■ open throughout the year 

■ overlooks Torbay 

■ beautiful select district 

■ generous varied menus 

■ ample free parking 
Brochure on reque1t 

Mr. and Mn. F. A. HUDSON 

Tel. 67351 

Chelston Tower, Rawlyn Road, Torquay, S. Devon 

Light and Life Films [W] 
42 Fountainhall Road, Edinburgh, 9. Tel. (031) 667-1607 

16 mm. Sound, Evangelical Films 
WITHOUT ONION 70 min. C. a 7s. 

Emphasis on salvation and commitment 
MAN OF STEEL 83 min. C. a 7s. 

A major evangelistic weapon 

IN HIS STEPS 74 min. B. & W. £5 
Strong emphasis on commitment 

CARNIVAL OF PRETENSE 60 min. B. & W. £5 
Youth evangelism in a confused world 

For further details of these and other films for outreach 
evangelism, youth meetings, coffee bars, etc., write 
today to the above address for a free, illustrated 
brochure. 

Travel with 

C B, "'CT S .A. D E :e, 
your Christian travel company 

10 days CATTOLICA 27 gns. 
PARIS 25 gns - RHINE VALLEY 29 gns. 
Holland, Germany, Scandinavia, Italy, Spain, Prague, 
Austria, Greece, Istanbul, Switzerland 

Youth Parties Holy Land Tours 
14 days Germany-25 gns. by AIR from 99 gns. 

Spain by AIR-40 gns by SEA from 120 gns. 

Holy Land---89 gns. Biblical tour to Greece 
Youth Party 17 days 65 gns. 

EVANGELICAL CRUSADER TOURS 

Dept. W, 85 High St., Thornhill, Dewsbury 

LOWESTOFT 
This delightful resort has so much to offer, 

Including good food, every comfort and 

fellowship at .•. 

THE MARLBOROUGH 

CHRISTIAN HOTEL 

54 KIRKLEY CLIFF • PHONE 3 7 5 0 

Brochure: Mr. and Mrs. E. W. PAYNE 

r����������������������«;···-·----·--·· .. ···-···· .. ······ 

§ ff O L / D A Y S • • • 1 9 6 9 
:�se send 1969 Programme 

I "AT HOME & ABROAD" 22nd YEAR ::
:

:
:-_-- ________ _ 

§ Annual illustrated programme of Christian parties to: 

§ BIBLE LANDS SWITZERLAND AUSTRIA 

§ (MAY 3rd to MAY 17th) ---····················-·········································· 

§ 
HOMELAND . ETC. Please tear off and post to: 

§ 
---------------- Parkinson's Fellowship Tours 

§ Parkinson' s F E L L OW S H I P TOURS .. Alpenrose" • Folkestone 

� 
Telephone: 51565 

����������������������(i .............. -................................ --

SCARISBRICK HALL • ORMSKIRK 
Near SOUTHPORT • LANCS. 

NEW BUILDINGS Now Allow ADMISSION of More BOARDERS 

Provisionally recognised by the Department of Education and Science 

EVANGELICAL BOARDING SCHOOL for 320 boys aged 8 to 19 yrs. 

Graduate Staff provide G.C.E. Courses to 'A' level 

Stately Home In 440 acres or fields and woodland, equipped at a coat or 
QS0,000 with Chapel, 1clence labs., umnaslum, playlns fields, tennl, courts 
Assembly Fellowshlp with Bethesda, Southport • Non--profit-maklns 
Moderate rees • Reduction, for rull•tlme Chrl,tlan workers • Scholarship, 

ILLUSTRATED PROSPECTUS from the Headmaster: C. A. OXLEY, B.A.(Hon,.), A.C.P. 
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by Dr. G. Campbell Morgan 

A u 

THE BIRTH OF 

THE CHURCH 

�lllO'XWl 20/- net postage 1 / 4 extra 

n,11 hllhC1rto unpul>ll1hod work of cha grCllX Slblo expositor con111,o of lnlorml\l. convoru.tlcmlll 
�udloa 111 tha ,acond cllaptor ol tho Book of Acn. Rot-ilnlng c.ho ohllrm I\Od lntl11111cy of :i cot1chct1r rm rnp

port With hla rs.udont1. thllllo loaturas n:ivo:il Ci\raful 1111d p:'llnr.mkln11 pn1p,ir11tlon. 

Htiro 1, ll s.tudy 01 tho f\nit llllCQllllt ol the Chrl1tlan church. cho 11ct1111I birch of the. church, lllld tho 
fint chl'llf' ch111 took plntQ on tho fin1. dl\y. 

Srr.iu,iht Into dcnr pan:pocclva chrouah rt1llmtd Scripture. through Blbllal hl,tory. 11nd throueh 
tl'io prophot'.lc Word. the comll\8 of I.ho Sl}lrlc brought now vl1lon and go.vo to cho,c pra,ont il now 
c::ipticlcy lor dhsc.lplc:.ohlp. n,ot.tsh 1:h� rovclntlon w"' In P:ilmi:lna. t\1'3 11dmlnl11cmtion of cho Spl rlt wcu 
mulclpllod m11ny elm� over In tho comp:'l!1y who wane. out from thoro co dlnam pll\ca,. Thl.t. h the 
Divina purpo!lo In oho coming of cha Holy Spirit: ch11t tho rctdQmp1:loo :'Ind r,;wal11tlon of Chfl,t bo 
011l11rg111d to i:011011 hum11nlcy cvorywhore. 

TI10 doy o( Pontocort /10, not anded. 11 covors t./10 c:1,a,oc:t11rJllltla o( o period and thi:rc 11 nor,hlng In your 
6/blc drat .,.,,,, anublc you 10 mM,uro le. It ha• lom:id now mon, Chon arnatoon hundrl!d ycan. How many 
marol YO{, one! faro llvlno In thb d11y o( Pontac�t. a( <110 Holy Spirit. n,0 day u, ,cHI pro<.oodlno. llto rlorknor, 
,� a/toad. Out 0.-on cJtot durluum w/11 bo 1110 dorknnu rho! pror;oa� tho down a( God·, doy !J1at noYor ,vanoi:. 
bur romalllo ctornal 110011 In Hfi gram 1111:,ory. 

A lout tho Autho 

Fow In Tocbury, a ramoto vlll�o In Glouco.sCC!.nthlra. Etieland, "¥haro h.o wu barn. ramll11od ch11t one< dny 
G. Campboll Morg11n wol.Yld boco11)0 0110 of l.11111 rncnt fllmou� o�n1ton of the Sible durlna hlo sonan· 
clon. In 1900 ho wont to cho Unlttd Stllto0. :ind mod.i hh home :n tUt Norrthflald, Msu�nchunutD. from 
whoro ho cnrrlod on cha pra1u1hlnt, �lnlon of Dwlgl\t L Moc,dy. Morg;in pro;uihod In lot<ir ycnri ro 

cr;:mgrcsntlon11 lrom Lo11 Angahu to London, lndw,.cid ho ml\do cho 81bla vlbr;mt 11nd allvo co chllJron. 
c!lc,rgymc,11 :ind lliymc,o :illko, 

Pro:u1hor, tuchor. '1Yl\nJlallGt. :rnd Quth0r. ho� rocogn1n1d u thu 'Pr111111a of Expoait-oi·,·. Tht1 wo�ld 

t)iU soon but 0110 G. Campbell Morgno. wllo�o ll'll?.lngCl �ro iu popuh,r. c,WaCTlva, i>.nd Inspiring lod:iy 
In prlntad forrn 11.1 they wan, when prauohad from cho pulpit. Wlut cha llrt"lr,.t porcr.1y, with hh brunh. 

G. Compboll M0rw.1n rovwla with his pan; ll pen ch11t never r111�tod Iron, tu labours In d,a mu,o of Chrl�t. 

ll1Clt111llNO & INC1Ll!i LTD .. :art nou,-..eu m,..,, a1-.1Qw. cu. 
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