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PREFACE 

THE present work is an attempt— 
1: to give the reader an exact, literal transla

tion of the Hebrew text of the Song of Solomon, and 
2 : To unfold, in some measure, the spiritual in
struction contained therein. 

It is hoped that the reader will bear in mind that 
although Solomon is the writer of the Song, yet he 
wrote as inspired by the Holy Spirit of God; wrote 
as the One "greater than Solomon," whose type he 
was, as the One who is soon to sit upon His Millen
nial throne; and that the "bride" or "shepherdess" 
as she is most frequently called, is no mere human 
being-, but a people; whether the martyred remnant 
passing- through the furnace of affliction, just prior 
to the middle of the last week of Daniel's seventy 
(Danl. 9:27—-Rev. 11:12) : or the remnant spared 
to pas* through the fiercer fires of the latter half of 
that week ; or, if the spiritual lines are projected into 
space illimitable' to which the heavenly saints belong, 
then we may apply its spiritual instruction to the 
people of God iwtv, since every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenlies belongs to them (Eph. 1 -.3) ; thus 
will the reader be preserved from falling- into the 
stupid error of supposing- that a mere woman is be
fore the mind of the Spirit in such passages as chap
ter 1 : 9 , - 4 : 1 , and others. 

In making- the application, the reader will remark 
that the transition is frequently made from the type 
(Solomon) to the Antitype (Christ), without men-
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tionuig" the fact; the writer has not thought it neces
sary to be very exact as to this, since the reader need 
have no difficulty in seeing" who is meant. 

The work is seat forth in the earnest hope that 
tlie true Son of David will deign to use it as a fresh 
proof of the perfection of His precious Word ; arid 
as a means of blessing to His purchased people. 

Should the reader derive as much spiritual profit 
and uplifting- 35 ha.s the writer in preparing it, he 
will be abundantly repaid, and to Him who has said 
"Behold I come quickly," be all the praise 

J. B. f:\CKSON". 
Boston. March, 3 912. 

Note:—The literal translation of the original 
Hebrew is printed in heavy-faced type, spaced apart 
from the regular text. 
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THE SONG OF SONGS 
Verse 1--THE SONG OF SONGS. 

Not "The Song of Solomon," as though the only 
one be had composed, nor yet "A song of Solomon.'' 
as though it were merely one of the one thousand 
and five which he had composed, but "The Song of 
Songs." that is, of all songs ever written, this must 
for ever have the pre-eminence. I ask particular at
tention to this title, too much stress cannot be laid 
upon it. It was the force of this title which led the 
writer to look most closely into the etymology of 
every word in the original Hebrew, since there m-usi 
of necessity be deep significance everywhere in such 
a song. 

WHICH IS SOLOMON'S. 

Solomon is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
glorious King upon His millennial throne, whose 
kingdom is to have no end, since It will be founded 
in righteousness ; the great controversy as to sin will 
have been settled by Him, all evil subdued, and 
hence there will be peace. The name Solomon 
means peaceablcness, coming from a root which, 
means to be at peace, complete, sound; one of its 
principal derivatives means peace-offering. 

And he is the writer, writing by inspiration of 
God, as voicing the sentiments of the One of whom 
he is the type. 
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It was not meet for the first man to be alone, an 
help-meet must, be found for him; so with the glori
ous King- of whom we have spoken, the "second 
Man;" He also must have an help-meet a suited 
companion, one with, whom He can hold sweet in
tercourse, and who will be able to- enter into His 
thoughts and purposes, as wed as into all He passed 
.through here, but "who can find a virtuous woman? 
for her price is far above rubies." (Prov. 31:10). 
In Adam's case the animal kingdom was searched, 
"but for Adam there was not found an help-meet 
for him" (Gen. 2:20). She must really be a part 
of himself. "And Adam said. This is now bone of 
my bones, and flesh of my flesh.''' And so here, the 
"'last Adam" seeking a virtuous woman, must needs 
make her such. He must pay the price, though it be 
indeed "far above rubies." The one "seeking good
ly pearls" in Matt. 13:45, 46 "when he had found 
one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he 
had, and bought it." "All that a man hath will be 
give for Ids life," and in the case before us "Christ 
loved the church and gave himself for it that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the Word. That he might present it: to 
himself a glorious church' not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such tiling; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish.'' (Eph. ;"»:26-27)r "For 
we are members of his Ixxly, of his flesh and of his 
bones" (w 30) ("gave himself for it") in the case 
o£ the "Last Adam" it was no "deep sleep" which 
was caused to fall upon him, but death in all its 
dread reality, into which Ho entered that we might 
have part with Him, "Except a corn of wheat fall 
into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it 
die. it bringeth forth much fruit" (John 12:24). 
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Here in song the bride is fully upon the scene, she 
is the first speaker, although we must remember that 
He puts the zvords into her mouth, and so ah 
through. W e have here therefore, not the way by 
which the bride is made such, but the exercises by 
which the bridegroom reveals himself to her, by 
which he shows his love for her. and wins her love 
to himself. 

Verse 2 - £ , H E WILL KISS ME WITH THE 
KISSES OF HIS MOUTH". 

A kiss in Scripture, is the outward expression of 
complete inward accord, a sign that every question 
is settled. Has there been misunderstanding, de
parture, estrangement? The Kiss shows that all 
lias been gone through with and settled. Psalm 2 :12 
agrees with this: "Kiss the Son. lest he be angry 
and ye perish from the way. when his wrath is 
kindled but a little." Tt is of all importance that a 
man have a]* his questions with regard to the Son of 
God settled now, during this the day of His long-
suffering mercy, ere His wrath! begins to burn, be
cause then it will be forever too hite. Psalm 85 rl.O 
is to the same purport. "Mercy and truth are met 
together; righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other." 

Tt is not "let him" but "he 7<*i!?": that is, the word 
in the orig'ina! Hebrew is not in the imperative, nor 
yet a subjunctive, but a simple future, a prophecy 
"he will kiss me." One might suppose that the 
kiss would more properly appear at the end rather 
than at the beginning of the Song, where there is 
so much of exercise and discipline to pass through 
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before the bride attains perfect rest in the bride
groom's presence ; but the One who sees the end from 
(.he beginning', indeed Who brings to pass the end 
He has in view at the beginning-, "calleth those 
things which be not as though tbey were" (Rom. 
•1:17). since He is able to make them what He call? 
them u "He shad see of the travail of his soul and 
shall be satisfied" ('Is. 53:11) The kiss therefore is 
placed at the beginning, for the encouragement of 
the one who is learning the Song, Indeed, may we 
not say that this is what faith ever does, puts the end 
at the beginning, and siitgsf Yes, blessed be God, His 
love has found a righteous way bv which He can 
teach us to say—nay, to sing "He will kiss me," look
ing down past all the wanderings and failures of 
His beloved people: just as truly as He could say, 
looking past all the difficulties and trials which He 
knew were coming upon them "Let not your heart 
be troubled, ye believe in God believe also in roe." 
(John 14--A) And it is "with the kisses of his 
mouth," which would seem* to indicate that the in
tegrity of the Word was justified, the mouth being 
the source of speech, and often put for it. 

FOR THY LOVES ARE BETTER THAN WINE, 

Wine gladdens man's heart, but it is also "a 
mocker." so that one must discriminate, and exer
cise care in its use; even where it gives joy, the joy 
is not lasting, it is'soon gone: bur his love, love that 
could go1 down into1 the dus-t of death for its objects, 
tin's surely, far surpasses wine, and it abides (1 Cor. 
13 :13), and this it is which makes it certain that He 
TH// kiss. 
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Verse 3—AS TO OINTMENTS T H Y NAME IS 
B E T T E R THAN O I N T M E N T P O U R E D 

FORTH, 

The ointment with which Aaron was anointed was 
most precious, none was to he made like it under 
penalty of death (Ex. 30:33, Ps. 133) and the dwell
ing- together of brethren, in unity is like to it, but 
still better is the name of the One who is the founder 
and center of that unity, and the One who gives all 
the savor to it before God. The name is what He 
is in Himself. {Matt 1:21-23). 

T H E R E F O R E T H E VIRGINS L O V E T H E E . 

How fully the blessed Son of God manifested His 
Name in stooping to the death of the cross for sin
ners! "We loi've him because he first loved us." 

Verse 4—DRAW ME, W E W I L L RUN AFTER 
T H E E . 

She has learned that she needs to be near himself, 
and that the power for bringing her there is in him
self (see Hos. 11:4) . This is a wonderful lesson 
to learn, and a necessary one. Love is in action, 
and so she associates others with herself, for "love 
seeketh not her own." "Draw mc, wc will run," 
she says; but there are deeper lessons of grace yet 
to learn. No sooner is the desire expressed than 
she finds that she has not to run at all, she is in the 
inner chambers. 

T H E KING BROUGHT M E INTO HIS 
CHAMBERS. 

Not chamber but chambers, where there is room 
for those whom she has in her unselfish love asso-
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dated with herself. Thus is not yet "the house of 
wine" of Chajx 2:4-, she has further lessons yet to 
learn of his interest in her; she must team himself, 
and so he brought her to this inner sanctuary. "To 
behold the. beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in hi?. 
tempieM (Ps. 97:4). 

He "brought her," How much is. implied in this! 
Through all the difficulties of the way through- all 
her misunderstandings of himself and his ways, at id 
ail the stubbornness of her own will, he brought her 
there, where she might obtain a view of himself. 
The power which brought her, as well as the grace, 
alMiis own! This reminds us of Heb. 2:10, "in 
bringing many sous to Glory." This is what God 
is now doing, "bringing many sons unto glory," 
and doing it in a manner becoming Himself, "It 
became him." "Jesus - - loved his own which 
were in the world, loved them- unto the end.'" (John 
13 :1). Here we have the way by which the blessed 
Lord keeps His own in practical communion with 
Himself. An additional motive has notr been 
found for attaching ber to himself, and her heart 
overflows, associating her companions with herself 
in this new-found joy, 

W E WILL REJOICE AND BE GLADDENED 
IN THEE, WE WILL MAKE MENTION OF 

THY LOVES ABOVE WINE. 

Wine, as we have seen, has its pleasures, but .they 
are seldom unmixed and soon come to an end, but 
here is something which is unalloyed and lasting' 
and these gladdened ones are now in a position to 
testify of it. And what gives stability to it all is the 
fact that it is righteous. There is nothing illicit or 
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clandestine about it as so often with mere human 
passion, but 

THE UPRIGHT LOVE THEE. 

Here in tins inner sanctuary of his presence, face 
to face with himself, she gets a view of her own 
self, and it is only as we measure ourselves in His 
presence that we ever get a correct estimate of our
selves. This is seen in the case of Job, "1 have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now 
mine eye sccth thee; wherefore I abhor myself and 
repent in dust and ashes."Isaiah learned the same 
lesson (Is, G : l -8) . The poor sinner in John 4:7-30, 
found herself in the presence of the Searcher of 
hearts, and how soon she could say to those who 
knew her well. ''Come see a man which toM me ail 
thing's which ever I did." 

Similarly John in Patmos, sees the Son of Man 
in His full character as the One to whom all judg
ment is committed "and when I saw Him, I fell at 
His feet as dead. And He laid His right hand upon 
me, saying fXFear not, I am the first and the last!" 
But if one is brought low by this contact with the 
true Standard, it is that he may be lifted up. So 
the bride here, in the inner sanctuary* sees herself 
as she is ins his sight ("in Thy light we see light") 
and accepts his estimate as her own : 

Verse 5—"BLACKNESS AM I, BUT COMELY, 
O DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM, AS THE 

TENTS OR KEDAR, AS THE CUR-
TAINS OF SOLOMON." 

Kedar is from a root signifying "to be black," 
used in Mic, 3 :6, Jer. 8 :2-l, but now since she has 
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come to him "comply—as the curtains of Solomon." 
The hiackiiess he finds he removes. 

Solomon's curtains would seem to express that 
with which he was. pleased to surround himself; that 
which he displayed towards the outside world. This 
is in ?ymboi what we have in 2 Cor. 5 :SI—"For 
he hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him." And this she now calls, upon the daughters 
of Jerusalem to observe. 

The word for curtain is derived from- a root sig-
nifving "to flutter." and doubtless is emploved to 
suggest the proper attitude of soul of one brought 
to the inner sanetuarv of the king". "Serve the Lord 
with fear and rejoice with trembling" (Ps. 2:11) 
"'.And if ye call him Father - - pass the time of 
your sojourning here in fear" (1 Pet. 1 :17) see also 
(Heb. 19:2? and Phil. 2:12). Let it be noted that 
it is pree.is.elv this immovable kingdom referred to 
in Heb. xii which is set forth by the reign of Solo-
mom 

"Daughters of Jerusalem" is a term which occurs 
seven tunes in Song. Jerusalem suggests testimony: 
it was the "city set on an hill (which) cannot be 
hid." (Matt. 5:1-1) It was a testimony to the One 
whose city it was. "Daughters" as a type would 
seem to embody the fruitful principle of what Is sug
gested bv Jerusalem as a testimnr.v, so that "D-augh-
ters of Jeru-ak-m" I should consider equivalent to 
the expression "The testimony of Jesus is the spirit 
of prophecv" (Rev. 19:10). It is beautiful to see 
that the bride, in the consciousness of what she is in 
herself and what she has become through contact 
with the bridegroom, can now challenge this spirit 
of prophecv. 

pree.is.elv
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Verse 0—LOOK NOT UPON ME BECAUSE I 
AM SOILED, BECAUSE THE SUN HAS 

CAUGHT SIGHT OF ME. 

"Soiled" here is from the same root as "black
ness'' in verse 5, but is in a form, winch suggests 
frequent repetition. The sum has caught sight of 
her and she finds spots; her eye has evidently 
dropped from her lover and she is now occupied 
with what she finds by nature's light, and that does 
not cleanse, it only brings out the need of cleansing. 

If I am in the Lord's presence, I find what I am 
in the fullest way, and I also find what He is in the 
fullest way, and find that He saves from all that He 
as light makes manifest. "The Lord is my light 
and nay salvation" (Ps. 27:1) . Her eve having 
wandered from her lover, her garments- have come 
in contact with the scene around her, and she is de~ 
fi'ed she is not in a state to be observed by others. 
But the trouble does not stop here., defilement 
spreads. 

MY MOTHER'S SONS WERE PARCHED IN 
ME; THEY SET ME KEEPING THE 

VINEYARDS, MY OWN VINE
YARD I HAVE NOT KEPT. 

How easy it is for the Christian to apply this, and 
how7 often one has need to apply it! 

She feels a .sense of distance from her beloved, 
and is exercised by it, and the exercise leads to- self-
judgment. She had been placed in a position of 
responsibility, but had failed in it; vineyards had 
been committed to her, but she had neglected her 
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own; what is her resource? A fresh turning to-the 
one whom her soul loves. 

But let us remark in passing, how utterly incor
rigible is the flesh, even in a believer, when it can 
turn away from the most desirable and the most sat
isfying Object in the universe of God, tO' toy with 
trifles! 

But she is nor satisfied, as no true spouse can pos
sibly be awav from her lover. 

Verse 7—TELL ME, O THOU WHOM MY 
SOUL LOVETH, WHERE THOU SHEP-

HERDEST, WHERE THOU MAKEST 
TO LIE DOWN AT NOON. 

The shepherd has no stated spot where he shep
herds his flock, and which she mi gilt have lost trace 
of or forgotten; he moves on. he leads his sheep; be
side waters of quietness, and makes them to lie down 
in pastures of tender herb-; and to know this place of 
his rest, one must be in touch with him, but this the 
bride is not. she has slipped away but still she may 
speak to him. and enquire for the place of rest, con
fident that he will not turn her away. How un
speakably blessed is this! However far we may 
have wandered from the path, we are never too far 
to be heard by our Good Shepherd. 

He does not mere!}- point out the way, as defined 
fov certain landmarks which he concludes she could 
not miss: she is invited to fallow on with those who 
are already in the path. We have a similar inquiry 
in John 1:3S, but there the answer is "come and 
see/' answering to the fuller development of the 
revelation 
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FOR W H Y SHOULD I BE L I K E A COVERING 
UPON THE, FLOCKS OF T H Y 

COMPANIONS? 

She realizes that she is a hindrance to others who 
are dear to hint, and this exercises her, and it is 
beautiful to see this, since it is a true mark* of the 
Spirit's work in her. But how often does the turn
ing aside ot one sheep lead to the discomfort and 
scattering of man)- others of the flock! 

Verse S—{He)—IF THOU KNOW NOT F O R 
T H Y S E L F , O T H O U FAIR O N E AMONG 

T H E WOMEN. 

What a gentk but much needed reproof is here! 
She does not know, and vet had she been following 
him along with the lowly she would have known 
"for herself" this path of his. But his estimate of 
her is unchanged, she is still "The fair one among 
women.'1 It is not "fairest" as though there were 
others fair but she exceeded them, she alone is fair 
in his sight. "The fair one" is the exact force of 
the text. 

GO F O R T H T H Y S E L F IN T H E H E E L S O F 
T H E FLOCK AND F E E D THY KIDS 

U P O N T H E D W E L L I N G PLACES 
O F T H E S H E P H E R D S . 

She had simply to pick up the trail where she had 
left it, following along with those who were in it, 
in order to find what they were enjoying, and plenty 
for those dear to her; the shepherds know where 
the fattest pastures are' and dwell there: there she 
may feed her darlings. 
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Verse &—I HAVE LIKENED T H E E , O MY 
SHEPHERDESS, TO MY MARE AMONG 

PHARAOH'S CHARIOTS. 

Here she meets with a gentle but needed reproof. 
' 'My mare!' ' Rather a startling' simile, so much so 
indeed*that translators generally have avoided giv
ing- it literally, the R. V. softening it ten "the steeds 
(margin my steed!)" What I have given is the only 
possible literal rendering. What a pang it must have 
given the fond bridegrooms to be compelled to liken 
his beloved to an. unintelligent beast in Pharaoh's 
cavalcade! "Be ye not as the horse or as the mule, 
which have no understanding"' (Ps. 32 ;9). We 
may think of the archingi of neck, the prancing, the 
chafing" at the bit, the gay company she was in, with 
the gaudy trappings of Pharaoh, tho oppressor of 
God's people, and whose kingdom as a type, speaks 
of haughty independence of God; such trappings 
upon her! How easily and how often fellow Chris
tian, we may take this simile home to our own 
hearts! But even in the reproof there is reassur
ance, he says "My marc" and still calls her "my 
shepherdess," though she be far from his own side. 

References to horses in Scripture are not often 
in their favor. The first mention of horses is where 
the Egyptians trade them with Joseph for bread. 
(Gen. 47:17). 

The people are warned that' when they have ob
tained a king to rule over them, he is not to multiply 
horses, (Dent. 17:16). 

' 'Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but 
we will remember the name of the Lord our God." 
(Ps . 20:7) . 

"An horse is a vain thing for safety," (Ps. 33 :17). 
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"He delighteth not in the strength of the horse," 
(Ps. l i T : l O ) . 

"The horse is prepared against the. day of battle : 
but safety is of the Lord,'* (Prow 21:31). 

"A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and a 
rod for the fool's back." 

However, in the day fast approaching, even the 
bells upon the horses will be inscribed "Holiness 
unto Jehovah." (Zech. xiv. 20} 

It is no wonder then, if the bride had been holding 
high her head in such company, that she should lose 
all trace of her lover's cool and shady retreat. 

But how ready he is to respond to the least turn
ing of heai"t to himself! 

Verse 10—THY CHEEKS ARE COMELY IN 
THE SEARCHINGS (OR TURTLE 

DOVES). 

This last is a difficult word, variously rendered: 
In chap. 2 :12 it is rendered "turtle (dove) ," and in 
thirteen other passages, but it seems difficult to con
nect this with a woman's cheeks. In Est. 2:12. 15 
it is rendered "turn'" in the sense of "place in rota
tion," which comes nearer to what I conceive the 
sense to be. The root of the word signifies "to 
search, to spy out, as in Nura, 13 :32. the participle 
being" rendered "merchants," as searching for oppor
tunities,—indeed opportunity is perhaps the best 
word for the one before us. Esther's "turn" was 
just the opportunity which had been sought for her. 
Here the bride's cheeks are comely with these 
"search ing-s" or "opportunities" ; they are not now 
flushed with, pride in the midst of Pharaoh's glitter
ing- cavalcade, nor are they blushing in shame at 
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having- wandered so tar from, her beloved; but they 
wear the traces of the hezrtsearchmgs through 
which she has passed, as well as the searching for 
himself, by which she has now found her opportun
ity to be with him, "Comely''' indeed are these 
checks, in die bbertv mid joy of lids restored rela
tion. But riot merelv is the old status restored, she-
is made TO learn further depths of his heart, and to 
hear further expressions of loving" admiration from 

THY NECK IN THE STRINGS OF BEADS. 

Her neck likewise is also now comely with, other 
''strings'* than those of Pharaoh's harness' ere long 
to receive emphatic marks of his favor. 

Verse 11—WE WILL MAKE FOR THEE 
SEAKCHINGS (TURTLE DOVES) OF 

GOLD, WITH SILVER SPANGLES. 

The word for "searchings"' is the same as the one 
we have just been dwelling upon in connection with 
the bride's cheeks, so need not dwell further upon 
in They are now to- be emblazoned in gold. Gold 
is the symbol of divine glory, and these heart-search-
bigs are to find their full display in the glory of God ; 
but for this the "spangles of silver' are needed} 
Silver is a symbol of the atonement; (Compare Ex. 
30 :11-16, 38 :2m 26 and 1 Pet. 1 ;18, 19.) There Is 
no path to the glory of God save by the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

This word for "spangles'' is a beautiful one in this 
•connection ; it is commonly rendered "speckled'"' as 
•in Gen. 30:32, the exact form- being found in v. 35. 
These speckles distinguish Jacob's flock from La-
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ban's, they are the divine stamp upon what belongs 
to the man of God (see Gen. 31:11, 12) . We say 
nothing' here of the underhanded way by which 
Jacob succeeded in acquiring* these flocks, but let us 
remember that these marks were on the surface, 
whatever shady practices Jacob had been guilty of. 
The marks were out in full view, like the leper in 
Lev. 13 :13, so when sin is all out upon the surface 
and owned as sirs, the sinner is- clean. With what 
wonderful suitability does that word "spangles" oc
cur here to the one who has just been restored to her 
beloved! Those "spangles" mark her out for that 
display of glory, where ah those "searchings" 
through which she has passed will receive their solu
tion and recompense in the "kiss" with which she 
in faith began her song, imprinted upon a cheek 
which has not always sought its "opportunity'"' from 
him. What triumphs of divine grace to adorn a neck 
which has arched in haughty pride in the ranks of 
the enemy, with gems whose lustre shall never fade. 
just as the bells of horses' used to hurry men on in 
their pride and haughty independence of God, are 
by and by to proclaim "Holiness unto the Lord,'"' 
according to the last reference to horses in the Old 
Testament (Zech. 14:20). 

Verse 12—(She)— WHILE: T H E KING WAS IN 
HIS CIRCUIT, MY SPIKENARD GAVE 

HIS SMELL. 

She has sought out her "opportunity," and found 
the time of his visitation with a result similar to 
that of the woman in the pharisee's house (Luke 
7:36-50). There she is, a sinner in the presence of 
the Friend of sinners, and it is her "opportunity" to 
pour out her heart to Him.. 
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Verse 13—THE MYRRH-BUNDLE IS MY BE
LOVED TO ME. 

Myrrh is so called from its bitter taste; it is a frag
rant gum exuding" from the bark of a tree, the frag
rance being brought out by pressure or by fire. It 
was a component of the holy anointing oil (Ex. 
30 :23-33) : and was a part of the tribute brought by 
the worshipping wise men to the infant Saviour in 
Matt. 2 ; I1 . "Bundle'1 hardly expresses the thought 
in the original word, which is i4to bind, straighten, 
distress, show hostility toward," "Compress" would 
be a better rendering, as preserving more the lead
ing idea of the root. "The myrrh-compress is my be
loved to me.'' The word has the article, which 
makes it definite, as though referring us to the sacred 
ointment. The bride seems to have caught the spirit 
of prophecy, seeing the excellency of the beloved 
brought out by pressure. Tins again is something 
like the woman in Matt. 26:6-13. 

HE SHALL LODGE BETWEEN MY BREASTS. 

And now she would take him to her heart, to 
lavish her love upon him. 

Verse 14—MY BELOVED IS TO ME THE 
KOPHER-CLUSTER IN THE VINE

YARDS OF EN-GEDI. 

She has spoken of her spikenard, of myrrh, and 
now of the kopher-cluster. Various renderings of 
this word kophcr are given but it is a participial 
form of the Hebrew word kaphar, which means "to 
cover, to propitiate, to make atonement." How 
suggestive is this of Mary's spikenard in John 12:3, 
kept "against the day of my burying" the Lord said 
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of it, and this appears to- be in view here, however 
little the bride may be conscious of it. "In the vine
yards of En-gedi" or "the kid-fountain" as the last 
word means. The kid was used for the passover 
victim as well as the lamb, "ye shall take it out from 
the sheep or from the goats''' (Ex . 12:5) . "The 
kid-fountain" then, would be where the sacrificial 
victim would find refreshment; while the "''vine
yards" of this fountain, would speak of frttitfuiness 
and joy. The .scene in John 12 : is still before us, 
where the true sacrificial Victim was refreshed, not 
only by the supper, bnt by the spikenard of one who 
had evidently learned the meaning of the "kopher-
cluster." as well as the myrrh and the spikenard. 
And as Mary receives her Lord's commendation in 
John 12, so the bride here. 

Verse 15—(He)—BEHOLD T H O U ART FAIR, 
MY S H E P H E R D E S S , B E H O L D T H O U 
ART FAIR: T H I N E EYES ARE DOVES. 

The dove is the bird of love and of sorrow; often 
found mourning, as though pining for a distant, 
home. When sent out of the ark by Noah, she 
could find no- rest for the sole of her foot amid the 
carrion of the old creation. The ark alone could 
furnish rest for her, until the olive leaf signified that 
new-creation rest had come. 

The dove was the form: assumed by the Holy 
Spirit when Lie descended upon our Lord at His 
baptism, sealing Him as belonging not to earth but 
to heaven. 

She is fair in his sight, and having doves for eyes, 
can now discern what is suited to the heavenly sphere 
to which she is related. 
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Verse I&-(She)—BEHOLD THOU ART FAIR, 
MY BELOVED, YEA, PLEASANT; ALSO 

OUR COUCH IS GREEN. 

The spiritual mind will discover that rest is a 
prominent thought in her mind, therefore she speaks 
of the ''couch/' and it is "'our cov.ch'' indicating that 
rest must be in his company; thus it is plain she is 
using- her "doves' eyes." The couch being" "green" 
would seem to teach that there is living freshness 
and permanence connected with this rest; and how 
suggestive ah this is of the rest of new creation, in 
His blessed company! 

Verse 17—THE BEAMS OF OUR HOUSES 
ARE CEDARS. 

This word for "beams" here is a large one, full of 
meaning-, and capable of wide application. The root 
means "to happen, befall, chance, meet;" as in. Ru. 
2:3, Gen. 44:29, Dent. 35:18. "To be convenient, 
to fit" would seem to npply to- nearly all the cases. 
The noun before us is in three other places used for 
"beams." as in II Kings 6:2, 5; II Ch. 3 :7 : but in 
each case as ''fitted" to their places. In Gen. 19 :8, 
it. is rendered "roof," as affording" conveniences, 
suitabilities for the guests. "The fittings of our 
houses are cedars,"' would perhaps best express the 
sense of the original. "Houses" being plural, would 
no doubt suggest the "many mansions" of John 
1-1:2. Strength, grandeur, and durability, appear 
to be the thoughts suggested by the cedar (see Is. 
2 :1T. Ezk. 31:3. Job 10:1b Ps. SO :10). How com
forting it is to know that rhese..quali.ties are inherent 
in the "roof-tree" she has taken refuge under; and 
she savs "our houses !" 
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OUR GALLERIES ARE FIRS (OR CEDARS). 

This word "for "galleries" is a difficult one; in the 
A. V. it is "rafters," elsewhere it is "conductors/ ' 
"gutters." The leading" idea, apparently, being a 
means of communication, intercourse. Whether 
these were of fir or cypress is not assured, but "Sir" 
appears to have the weight of authority, almost the 
only reason for rejecting it being' its scarcity in 
Palestine, which, to the writer's mind is no reason 
at ail. 

If we may assume "firs" to he the word, then the 
thought would seem- to be freshness and f}t?nnanc'>ic>-
of intercourse, since the fir is an evergreen. This 
is only putting in other words Abraham's "looking 
for a city which has foundations." The citv would 
speak of intercourse, while the foundations would 
speak of permanency. 



CHAPTER II. 
Verse 1—(She, Continued,)—I AM T H E NAR

CISSUS OF T H E PLAIN, THE. LILY OF 
T H E VALLEYS. 

TH E wore] rendered "rose" In the A. V, of this 
passage, and in Isaiah 35 :1 is difficult. Some 

think it is the narcissus, others the meadow saffron, 
or crocus. The word is (cJiah:!ts tse leth.) and we 
are quite warranted in considering it a compound, 
from oha hah. meaning" "to Jove" as in Dent. 33 :3, 
and tsei, meaning" "shade.7' as in verse 3, of chap, it 
in which ease we should read "I ara the loveshade 
of the plains' There is no such flower that one is 
aware of, hut we are not obliged to think of a flower, 
and "love-shade" would quite suit the place of low
liness she is taking- after what has passed, agreeing" 
with "'the lily of the valley'' also. Humility and 
•purity are the thoughts suggested by the lily; humil
ity as she thinks of herself, purity as she thinks of 
what she is in his sight. A prominent feature in 
the lily rs its desire for water, it must have water,. 
and water is a symbol of the word of God. 

Verse 3—(He)—AS T H E LILY AMONG T H E 
THORNS, SO IS MY SHEPHERDESS 

AMONG T H E DAUGHTERS. 

And so he goes on to assure her of this] she has 
not changed because he has not. she is wdiat he has 
pictured her to he, and he has pictured her to be 
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what he is able to make her. "That H e might 
present it to Himself a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing"; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish." (Eph. 5 :27). 

"As- the lily among the thorns;''" how sharp is the 
contrast here, If the lily is the symbol of purity, the 
thorn is the badge of sin, the mark of the curse upon 
the earth because of sin. Bold, aggressive, an abor
tive attempt at fruit. But she is not so ; she k as the 
lily among them. Ever separate and distinct; even 
when he was forced to- liken her to his "horse among 
Pharaoh's chariots/ ' the distinction was still main
tained; and so it must ever be, "1,0, the people shall 
dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the 
nations," Alas, that we slionld ever compel! Him 
to liken us to one of them. What Fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness-? and what com
munion hath light with* darkness? Had this lesson 
been learned l;ry the bride, her lover would never 
have been compelled to liken her to nn unintelligent 
animal in Pharaoh's cavalcade. 

Verse 3—(She)—AS THE APPLE- TREE 
AMONG THE TREES OF THE 
FOREST, SO IS MY BELOVED 

AMONG THE SONS. 

The word for "apple tree" conies, from- a root 
meaning "to breathe", suggesting Gen. 2 :7, where 
the Lord God breathed into man's nostrils the breath 
of life ; and again, John 20 :22, where the risen Lord, 
as Last Adam, breathes on His disciples. How im
portant and varied are the lessons set before us here. 

The "apple tree" here is in the forest, but how 
distinct from its wild and fruitless denizens? the 
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apple being* the most useful as well as the most wide
ly distributed of all fruits. 

As the "breather"'', we are reminded by it of our 
absolute dependence for life, life as it should be, upon 
the source of it, upon the Breather, "without me ye 
con do nothing''. 

"So is my beloved among the sons". 
The prepositions are not the same in both mem

bers of the parallel; that in the first member is "in" : 
since the true Bridegroom was really "in" the forest 
of tins world, the only fruitful tree in it; but the 
second preposition is "between", carefully guarding 
the thought that while our Lord was in the world, 
He was ever entirely distinct from its sons, "among' ' 
them He surely was, but not of them; "holy, harm
less, undefiled. separate from sinners", and this 
seems to be the thought here, the prominent lesson 
in this part of the Song. 

I DELIGHTED IN HIS SHADOW AND SAT 
DOWN, AND HIS FRUIT WAS SWEET 

TO MY TASTE. 

Here we are reminded of the two trees in the 
garden of Eden, viz: "the tree of life", and "the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil". The connection 
between "the tree of life" and "the breather" seems 
very simple, and here the bride appears to be learning 
the irrarvensely important lesson of sitting under the 
shadow of the right tree, the only sure way of avoid
ing the wrong one; a lesson our first parents failed 
TO learn. to> their own sorrow, and. to the unutter
able sorrow of the whole human race. 

She is attracted to his shadow first, for his own 
sake, and sits down. She is at. rest, then, she finds 
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his fruit sweet. The order here is significant. One 
must be attracted by the Lord, and to Him for His 
own sake, because of K.'/itfr He is, not because of 
\what He gives. Eve was attracted to the forbidden 
tree, not surely because of what it was, but because 
of what she expected to get from: it; Ps. 131:2. 
The nursing child seeks the mother for the nourish
ment it wants, the weaned child seeks the mother 
for her own sake. Self was the governing1 motive 
with Eve, as with Adam, and indeed with man ever 
since, "natural:' in I Cor. 15:46, Jas. 3:15, and 
Jude 19 is from a word pscuhc, meaning "soulish", 
or led of the soul, in contrast with the spirit; (the 
soul being- the seat of the appetites), as in the beast, 
while the spirit is. the seat of the1 understanding, 
which the beast: has not. "Be ye not as the horse or 
as the miule which have no understanding" (Ps. 
32:9,) compare "1 Cor. 2:11). The natural man is 
governed by Ids appetites, as is tine beast. Here the 
bride is attracted by himself, hut finds her appetite 
•satisfied as well 

Verse 4 r - H E BROUGHT ME TO T H E HOUSE 
OF WINE AND HIS BANNER OVER ME 

WAS LOVE. 

Wine maketh glad the heart of man, suggesting 
communion, a common joy while "the house-' speaks 
of the more public, permanent character of it, in con
trast with the "chambers" of chap, 1:4 : and his ban
ner of love Is over her. What notes are these to 
sing, if sung "with the spirit and with the under
standing" ? 

The queen of Sheba had heard of the fame of 
Solomon, and came to see f^r herself and her spirit 

file:///what
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failed her as she exclaimed "The half had not been 
toUl me", and is it not for vis to sav with boldness 
"A greater than Solomon is here"? and His "house 
of wine1' His home of manifest joy is our home, 
while waving- grandly above our heads is His banner 
"love"? Love that surpasses knowledge. Were 
our hearts but singing- more tins strain of our song-, 
how many a pitfall we should be spared, how many 
a defeat; how many a sorrow should we escape? 
Evidently she lias been brought very low, but only 
thus can one be lifted up: she seeks refreshment now. 

Verse 5—REFRESH ME IN THE RAISIN 
CAKES, SUPPORT ME IN THE APPLES, 

FOR I AM WEAK FROM LOVE. 
Not wine does she seek, which would speak of 

exuberant joy. nor yet grapes which would suggest 
the material for such, joy. but "raisins", grapes from 
which the juice lias been dried, and which appear to 
be used in cases of extreme exhaustion (as in 1 Sam. 
30:12.) 

She also desires succor or support from "apples", 
suggesting again "the breather''; the sense of his 
love is too much for her. it is overcoming her—-"for 
I am weak from, love". 

Verse 6—HIS LEFT HAND IS UNDER MY 
HEAD AND HIS RIGHT HAND 

EMBRACES ME. 
But his "left hand" is far more than raisin cakes; 

its being under the head would suggest the mind sus
tained, while his strong right hand encircling her 
would suggest, complete devotedness on his part 
and complete protection on her's; her heart is being 
engaged ; and only so we can be kept steady. 
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Verse 7—1 HAVE' ADJURED YOU, YOUR
SELVES, DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM, 
IN THE GAZELLES OR IN THE HINDS 

OF T H E FIELD, THAT YE WILL NOT 
AWAKE, AND THAT YE WILL NOT 

STIR UP T H E LOVE UNTIL 
THAT IT PLEASE. 

The bride has evidently learned thai love cannot 
be forced : to> awake it before it pleases, is to awaken 
what will soon prove to have been a mere superficial 
and transitory sentiment; and to stir it up, even 
when it is active, beyond its own native, energy, is 
but to excite that which has no constitutional vigor 
to sustain it. 

The "raisin cakes" are needed for the one, while 
the "apples" are required for the other. 

There is designed connect ion here between the two 
animals referred to in the adjuration, and the two 
stages of "awaking", and "stirring up" of love. 

The "gazelle" (or "roe" as it is commonly called in 
Scripture) and the "hind" are closely related, being* 
but different branches of the same general family. 
Both are clean animals, and both could be used for 
food, indeed formed part of king Solomon's daily 
provision (I Kings 4 :23). 

The gazelle is exceedingly timid, and takes alarm 
quickly seeking safety at once in flight, and is 
noted for its fleetness of foot, as also for its beauty. 
particularly for its large, lustrous eyes. 

The word gazelle, is said to be from an Arabic 
root signifying "withdrawal", separation"; its fleet-
ness of foot is proverbial. Asahel, Joab's brotber 
"was as light of foot as one of the roes that is in the 
field" (2 Sam, 2 :lS-marg\). Some of David's men 
were "as swift as. the roes upon the mountains" (1 
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Chrom "J2-.8. How fittingly does this apply to the 
"awaking- of .love" (see Eph, 5:14). 

As this timid creature is made aware of the ap
proach of danger, she flees at once to her co-vert, as 
the wise man advises his son to do. "Give not sleep 
to thine eyes, or slumber to thine eyelids. Deliver 
thyself as a roe from the hand of the 'hunter, and 
as a bird from the hand of the fowler". (Prov. 
6:4. 5). 

When love awakes, the contrast between the dark
ness of. slumber and the light which has broken in 
upon it is such as to ckuzlc and confuse, and the. only 
safety is in flight. "In the Lord put ."[ my trust; 
how sav ye to my soul, flee as a bird to yonr moun
tain. For, lo. the wicked bend their bow\ they make 
ready their arrow upon, the string", that they may 
pnvilv slioot at the upright in. heart". (Ps. 11:1, 
2 ) . 

How important to be sensitive of danger, and 
ready to flee with the swiftness of the gazelle from 
it to Him who is ;<our refuge and strength'1. The 
hind, on the other hand, is .sr?ov-fr>oted. and exceed
ingly solicitous of its young". "Canst, thou mark 
when the hinds do- calve?" (Job 30:1.) Yea, the 
hind also calved in the field, and forsook it, because 
there was no grass..'3 (Jer. 14:5) . Here we have 
an extreme case to show how severe the dearth was 
at that time, so great as to overcome the natural in
stinct of the hind in caring for her young". 'But her 
i-M?'(?-Tootedness is what stands out most prominently 
in Scripture; she climbs to lofty heights in spite of 
difficulties, seeming to delight in overcoming them 
that she may reach elevations, to others inaccessible, 
David refers to this characteristic in 2 Sam. 22- :34 
as he reviews with thankful heart the deliverances 
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which the Lord has wrought for him out of the hand 
of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul, who 
ought to have been his best friend. God is my 
strength and power; and He openeth up my way 
perfectly. He maketh .my feet like hinds* feet; and 
setteth me upon my high places.'' Ps. XVIII 32, 33 
repeats the expression with a slight change, He 
"givetk the perfection, of my way," while Hab, 3 :19 
repeats the strain, "The Lord God is my strength, 
and he will (or "and he does") make me to walk 
upon ray high places." 

The words "awake" and "stir up" are similarly re
lated, "stir up" being from the same root as "awake". 
but with one of its. radicals repeated, indicating the 
repetition or continuance of the action. 

How exquisitely suited to this "stirring up" of 
love, are the characteristic marks of the "loving 
hind"? As she is provoked, she plunges ahead and 
aloft to her home, o'er leaping every chasm., sur
mounting every crag, the very obstacles serving but 
to call forth fresh energy, as she nears her well-
known covert, distancing all pursuit. It is exactly 
like the theme of the epistle to the Philippians. 

But the adjuration of the bride is that love be not 
awakened nor stirred up until it please. And when 
shall that be? When shall it be with you, dear 
reader? When yon have slumbered on and on until 
you are suddenly awakened to find yourself among 
Pharaoh's chariots, like one of the unintelligent 
horses there, with bit and bridle for restraints? The 
word "love7' here b not the same as that she usually 
applies to her lover, but another word entirely; it is 
in the feminine, and means love in the abstract, the 
thing itself. 
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Verse 8—THE VOICE OF MY BELOVED, BE
HOLD THIS IS HE; HE CAME LEAPING 

UPON T H E MOUNTAINS, SPRING
ING UPON THE HILLS. 

She now hears her lover's voice. 
The mountains properly come first, as the true 

BridepToonr comes from: above, and as He reaches 
the hills, the action is "springing-1', the word coming 
from a root suggesting" to contract, as the legs of 
the deer in springing; the contracting" of the lover's 
heart as he nears the object of his love may he sug
gested as well. It is interesting to note the double 
reference to "gazelle" and "hind, ' all through. 

Verse 9—MY BELOVED IS LIKE TO A GA
ZELLE OR TO A YOUNG HART; BE
HOLD, THIS IS HE STANDING BEHIND 

OUR WALL, GAZING FROM THE 
WINDOWS, SHINING FROM THE 

LATTICES, 

The three attitudes of "standing behind our wall", 
"gating from the windows", and "sinning from, the 
lattices", are to be noted, indicating progress of ap
proach. 

The word for "wail" (kothel) is not elsewhere 
used save in Ezr. 5:8 and Dan. -5 :5, in A ramie; 
and in Ileb. only in the present passage. 

Perhaps "buttress" would be a. more suitable 
word, a part of the house, and upon which its tim
bers rested (Ezr. 5 :S) ; behind that he takes his 
stand. "Gazing from the windows", would indi
cate tha.t the windows are his own, as the preposi
tion is "from", "out from", 

"Shining from the lattices", "shining" is from the 
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same root as "blossom" in Ntimb. 17:8, when 
Aaron's rod "blossomed" blossoms. 

"Lattice" is another difficult word, used elsewhere 
only in Prov. 12 :27 for "roast", but some think it 
should be "to set in motion", "to start''', in which 
ease we should say "shining- from the startings". 

The thought of death and resurrection appear to 
be plainly indicated in these three stages: 

(1) "taking bis stand behind our wall' would ap
pear to suggest the Lord taking His place among 
men, tire word for "wall" not being" the ordinary 
word for it, but suggest big lumps of clay nr earth. 

(2) "Gazing- front the windows" might! speak of 
His service among' men, while 

(3) "blossoming- from1 the roastings" would sug
gest His coming- forth alive from* the dead. What 
gives' special force to this is tire fact that "blossom
ing" is the same word used in Numb. 17:8, in con
nection with the blossoming- of Aaron's rod; while 
the word "roastings" is the plural of the word used 
in Prov. 12 :27, and Heb. tradition holds to "roast
ing", the plural form* would suggest the sufferings 
at the hands of man. and the sufferings at the hands 
of God. 

Verse. 10—MY BELOVED ANSWERED AND 
SAID TO ME ARISE THYSELF, MY 

SHEPHERDESS MY FAIR ONE, AND 
COME, THYSELF. 

It is distinctly and emphatically personal, and no 
doubt it is in response to what he sees her need to 
be, in connection with the opportuneness of the sea
son. 
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Verse 11—FOR BEHOLD T H E W I N T E R HAS 
PASSED, T H E RAIN HAS PASSED 

ON, IT HAS GONE TO HIM, 

May fills not be a looking' back in type, at the 
awful winter night our Lord has just passed 
through, the 'Toastings" oi verse 9, leading to tlie 
fructifying' rain which has done its ministering work 
of blessing- upon the earth, and has gone back to 
Him, and now all the value of this suffering has 
gone up to His Father. 

Verse 1 £ ~ T H E BLOSSOMS HAVE APPEARED 
IN T H E EARTH, T H E PRUNING (OR 

TIME OF T H E SONG) HAS ARRIVED, 
AND T H E VOICE OF THE, TURTLE

DOVE HAS BEEN HEARD IN 
OUR LAND, 

Rain is commonly a token of God's ministering 
to the earth, "Thou didst send a plentiful rain, 
whereby Thou didst confirm Thine inheritance, when 
it was weary" (Ps. 68:9.) The rain is even a 
symbol of the Lord Himself, "'Then shall we 
know if we follow on to know the Lord: his going 
forth is prepared as tlie morning; and he shall come 
unto us as the rain, as tlie latter and the former rain 
unto the earth." (Hosea 6 :B). And it is interest
ing to note the connection with verse 2 "after two 
days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise 
us up and we shall, live in his sight". 

A striking parallel to the "taking- his stand", 
"gazing" and blossoming" of our verse 9 . 

The vine is the symbol of Israel taken out of 
Egypt (Tsa, 5 ;l-7) ; the wul! had been broken down, 
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as He had promised, (verse 5) conip. (Eph. 2:14, 
15), but restored so- that He can "take His stand 
behind" it, as indeed the blessed Lord did, when He 
was "made under the law", and nailed it to His 
cross, when it was between Him and His beloved. 
The "windows" must be His own, since He looks 
"from" them, and would suggest His lingering love 
toward His people while on earth. "O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, that killest the prophets, and stonest 
them which are sent unto thee, how often would T 
have gathered thy children together, as a hen gath-
ereth her chickens under her wing's, and ye would 
not". (Matt. S3 :37). The turtle-dove is the bird 
'of heaven, the bird of love and of sorrow, type of 
the Holy Spirit: and her voice has been heard in 
the land. Surely it is time for "love" to* "awake"? 

Verse 13—THE' FIG TREE REDDENS EARLY 
FIGS; AND T H E VINES, BLOSSOMING, 

HAVE GIVEN A SMELL; (HE) ARISE, 
THYSELF, MY SHEPHERDESS, 

MY FAIR ONE, AND COME 
THYSELF. 

The "fig tree" is a figure of the remnant returned 
from, Babylon; it reddens its early figs, as though 
ripening, and the vines (not the "choice vine of Isa. 
v.) have given indications of life, a promise of 
fruit: so he longs to have her come to him, herself. 
He is swift to: give her credit for every bit of ap*-

•parent turning toward himself; but it is herself he 
wants, it is intensely personal ail through. 
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Verse 14—(He)—O MY DOVE, IN T H E CLEFTS 
OF T H E CRAG, IN THE, SECRET PLACE: 

OF THE PRECIPICE, CAUSE ME TO 
SEE THY VISAGE CAUSE ME 

TO HEAR THY VOICE, FOR 
THY VOICE IS SWEET, 

AND THY VISAGE IS 
COMELY, 

She too lias been climbing", has discovered those 
rocky fastnesses which are known only to -climbers 
and soarers. As a "dove" the bird of heaven, she 
would appear to have been practising her wings and 
soaring in. her native air, an easier and less pre
carious matter than climbing: so that peace and rest 
are suggested, but at the same tune her concealment 
in the craggy clefts indicates that danger exists, 
although she be out of its reach. 

It woold seem that she is here like Moses in the 
"back side of the desert", learning- lessons in secret 
and in quiet, and he would stir her up. He longs 
for a confession from- her, 1-nngs to see her visage 
for it is comely to him. It was a confession of 
this sort which the Lord sought from the woman 
whose issue of blood He had healed, when He said, 
Who touched me? (Luke Si 45) 

Verse 15—TAKE US THE JACKALS, T H E 
SMALL JACKALS ARE SPOILERS OF 

VINEYARDS, AND OUR VINEYARDS 
ARE BLOSSOMING. 

It is a disputed point whether the jackal or the 
fox is intended in this passage, the same word prob
ably standing for both, but I have preferred jackal, 
since there are. passages in which the word occurs, 
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where jackal is alone admissible, as e. g. Ps. 63 :9, 
10, while at the same time it would not be out of 
place in any of the passages. 

The jackal is gregarious and nocturnal, feeding 
upon carrion, and destroying more than it requires 
for food: and it is the small jackal which is empha
sized here. 

How important to watch the beginning of things. 
In the letter to- the angel of the church at Ephesus 
(Rev. 2:1-7), we see that they had left first love, 
although they hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans; 
but how soon is Nicolaitanism formulated into a dis
tinct doctrine, and sheltered in the assembly? (v. 
15). How often does one false step lead to others ? 
A slander listened to, a perverted truth entertain
ed, an improper association begun, so often lead, and 
by insidious steps, to disastrous consequences; the 
vineyard is spoiled in the blossom, and hence no 
fruit. Had this part: of her song been earlier learnt 
by the bride, she would never have been likened to a 
horse in Pharaoh's chariots. 

Verse 16—(She)—MY BELOVED IS MINE, AND 
I AM H I S : T H E S H E P H E R D AMONG 

T H E L I L I E S . 

"My Moved is mine," a lovely expression, would 
there were more using it in connection with the 
Good Shepherd, who gave His life for the sheep, 
ft is beautiful too to see that she is learning to call 
hint "shepherd"; she is experiencing his shepherd 
care, and learning that he exercises that shepherd 
care "among the lilies" • lilies growing in low places, 
and the lily being- a symbol of righteousness. 

Deep and precious lessons are these, their impor
tance cannot be. over-estimated ; he is precious to 
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her, she lias found treasure in himo but jt will not 
do to stop here. His value in her eyes is the leading 
thought here, and she must needs learn that she is 
precious to him. 

Peter had reached this point when he said 
"Though all shall be offended because of thee, I will 
never be offended"; and "Though "I should die with 
thee, yet will T not deny thee". (Matt. 26:33, 35). 
Peter needed to learn a much deeper lesson than that, 
he needed to know that he was a treasure to Christ, 
and this he learned at the. sea of Tiberias, where, at 
the fire of coals in John 21 :t)-20, tire blessed Lord 
whom he had so cowardly denied, had a feast for 
him, and restoring grace sufficient to entrust him 
with His sheep and lambs. This lesson Christians 
are slow to learn, as Peter was, and as the bride 
here, who is now to pass through some exercises in 
order that she may learn it. 

How beautifully touching-, by the way, and in
structive is this title of "shepherdess" which he- ap
plies to her all through.? Not merely "bride" or 
"'spouse''', or "love", implying only a woman whose 
graces and accomplishments suited his fancy, and 
would perhaps adorn his court, but "shepherdess", 
one who would respond to his own thoughts in car
ing for his interests: Peter, of whom, we have been 
but just now speaking, is an example of this; lie 
has learned his lesson, and the Lord can now com
mit to him die dearest objects of His heart "Feed 
my sheep, feed my lambs", and this the blessed 
Lord has in view from the very first, for before his 
denial He said "I have prayed for thee", and so here, 
even when he is compelled to liken her to a horse 
in Pharaoh's chariots, he says "O my shepherdess" 
(chapt, 1:9). The same principle is seen in Jacob: 
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his name is changed to Israel, meaning "a Prince 
of God"; how is it that God can put such a name 
upon one who is a Jacob- (a "taker by the heel'"'), 
and manifests that character throughout the greater 
part of his life? because He is able to make him a 
prince of God; He is able to take up the most un
promising- material and make out of it a vessel of 
glory, and having' taken up one like Jacob, He does 
not abandon His purpose, He knew the character 
of the material lie was working" with from the be
ginning, and "I am Jehovah. I change not, therefore 
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed:' (Mai. 3 :6) . 
The history of God's ancient people is another illus
tration, on a larger scale, of this wondrous prin
ciple. Beginning' with Abra.ni He says "I will 
bless thee—and thou shait be a blessing'", (Gen. 
12:2), and this has been already fulfilled as to the 
promised "Seed" having come and glorified God 
about: sin, and laid the foundation for fullest eternal 
blessing to all families of the earth, and the time is 
not far off when the earthly people shall have this 
promise fulfilled in the broadest sense. 

Verse 17—UNTIL T H E DAY BREAK AND THE 
SHADOWS FLEE AWAY, TURN THOU, 

MY BELOVED, BE THOU THYSELF 
LIKE TO A GAZELLE, OR TO A 

YOUNG HART UPON T H E 
MOUNTAINS OF SEPARA

TION. 

Plainly she is not fully at ease yet. she is not at 
rest in his presence. "The day" has not dawned 
as yet for her, and her own heart, as we shall see 
presently, is by no means out of touch with the 

Abra.ni
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torpor of the scene around her : shadows are still 
uudispehed. 

"Until the da}' break'' is literally "until the day 
breathe", suggesting" the time when the "Breather", 
the One who breathed into man's nostrils the breath 
of life in the beginning" (Gen. 11, 2:7} and, as the 
Risen One. breathed upon His disciples in John. 
20:52; will "breathe" upon this fevered creation. 
and hush its throbbing^! to rest, at the same time 
infusing' a holy, healthful energy, which sliall pul
sate without wasting', because He i.> its source and 
object, arid it .dial! go on forever. 

Meanwhile, clean-cut: "separation", the high alti
tudes of separation, reached only by the gazelles 
and the harts, is where she would tain find him. 



CHAPTER HI. 

NIGHTLY UPON MY COUCH I SOUGHT THE 
ONE W H O M MY SOUL LOVED; I SOUGHT 

HIM BUT I FOUND HIM NOT. 

HOW much -of our time is thus spent in seeking 
the Lord. We are at ease or In self-indub 

gence, conscious of being in circumstances where we 
cannot have Him with us. and we long for the sat
isfaction and comfort which are possible only in 
His campari3-; but we seek His company- without 
giving* np' the circumstances which exclude Him, 
contenting ourselves with the mere longing, for 
the time, and perhaps- s-notbjng ourselves with the 
idea of having soug'ht Him, but this 'sort of seeking, 
if we are really exercised, only leads to trouble. 

Verse 2—1 WILL ARISE NOW AND GO 
AROUND IN THE CITY, IN THE STREETS, 
AND IN THE BROAD PLACES; I WILL 

SEEK WHOM MY SOUL LOVED; I 
SOUGHT HIM, BUT I FOUND 

HIM NOT, 

She then arises and goes about the city streets 
s.m\ squares resolved to find him, but he is not to be 
found in the busy marts of the world. She. how
ever, is found by the city patrolmen, of whom; she 
enquires if they have seen the one whom her soul 
loves, 
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Verse 3—THE W A T C H M E N , T H E PATROL
MEN IN T H E CITY FOUND ME, SAW Y E 

W H O M MY SOUL L O V E T H ? 

These city guardians note the wandering" one, 
they see that she is intruding" upon their domain, as 
the door-keeper remarked that Peter was out of bis 
proper company (John 16:17), and asked the ques
tion which brought out bis first deninl of the Lord, 
Thev find her. it she does not find her lover; (hey 
do not know him, and can give her no information. 

Verse 4—IT SEEMED BUT A L I T T L E T H A T I 
HAD PASSED FROM THEM, E R E I F O U N D 
T H E ONE W H O M MY SOUL L O V E S ; I 

LAID H O L D UPON HIM, AND W I L L 
NOT R E L E A S E HIM U N T I L I H A V E 

BROUGHT HIM TO T H E H O U S E 
O F MY MOTHER, AND TO T H E 

CHAMBER OF H E R T H A T 
CONCEIVED ME. 

How reassuring- to the heart it is to know that in 
divine things, to seek is to find. If she did not find 
him on her couch, she could not honestly have sought 
hi in, nor could she really have expected to find him 
there, nor, at such a time in the public places of the 
city; she ought to have known him better than to 
expect to find him there. 

When she does find him. she finds him because he 
has been seeking her. How much time is wasted 
in this way. seeking Him Whom our soul loves, but 
.seeking Him in the traffic-places of the world which 
rejected Him. paths we so often tread, but we must 
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not expect to find Him there, or seek to bring- Him 
down to our circumstances to render fheni more to 
our liking; rather must we surrender our circum
stances to Him, and walk with. Hi mi in His ways. 
It is said.of Enoch that he "walked with God", 
which of course means that God had a way and that 
Enoch was satisfied with it and walked in it. So 
often, indeed our seeking, as in the case before us, 
is arc'dy from the One we seek; did we but turn about 
in our path, we should find Him seeking" us, and fall 
at once into His a runs; but this lesson the bride, with 
many of us-, has not yet learned, but she is in good 
hands,, although it is evident from: what follows in 
the verse that the maintenance of this loving inter
course in. her view, depends upon herself- she seizes 
him-and is determined not to let him go until she lias 
him in her mother's house, in the chamber of her 
that conceived her. She would go back with, him 
ito her origin, but it is doubtful if she has fully 
-fathomed tluH as yet, although she is on the way. 

Verse 5—1 HAVE ADJURED YOU DAUGH
TERS O F JERUSALEM, IN T H E GAZELLES 
OR IN T H E HINDS OF T H E FIELD, T H A T 

YE W I L L NOT A W A K E AND T H A T 
YE W I L L NOT STIR U P L O V E 

U N T I L THAT IT PLEASE. 

Here we have again the adjuration of Chap. 2 :7, 
repeated no doubt for emphasis. We have seen in 
some measure, the importance of the lesson which 
the bride is here learning and enforcing upon the 
daughters of Jerusalem. 
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Verse G ^ W H O IS T H I S FROM T H E W I L D E R 
NESS, A W H O L E BURNT OFFERING, AS 
COLUMNS O F SMOKE-INCENSE, MYRRH 

AND FRANKINCENSE, ABOVE ALL 
P O W D E R - S P I C E O F TRAFFIC. 

The word here for "whole burnt offering"' lias 
been commonly taken for the active participle of ah 
3ah—"to go up", "ascend, climb", whence "ascend
ing-", but the pointing is not exact for the participle, 
but it is exact for "whole burnt offering"", for 
which it is used, some 28(> times. The bride is 
therefore learning her lover in a new character. 

Marv Mamlallene had to learn the blessed Lord in 
this character (Matt. 2(.!:12, 18) ; and what an im
mense lesson to learn? He had been precious to 
her before, having delivered her from the seven-fold 
power of Satan, as witnessed by the casting- out of 
seven demons; but now she is to- know Him as the 
Lam!) of sacrifice, all going up to God as a sweet 
savor. "The ascending offering" because it was all 
burnt, all went up. 

Did He need "stirring- u p ' ! to go to the cross, was 
He unready? "But that the world may know that 
I love the Father; and as the Father gave me com
mandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence" 
(John 1-4 ;3l) and. He went to the cross. How 
precious to God must tins have been, as columns of 
incense-smoke, myrrh and frankincense, superior 
to all spices found in earth's marts. 

Myrrh formed part of the ho-ly anointing oil used 
in the consecration of Aaron and his son,, none was 
to be compounded like it. and upon the flesh of a 
stranger it was not to be poured, under penalty of 
death (Ex. o0:23-#3) : it comes from a root signi
fying "to he bitter", and, its fragrance is brought 
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out by fire. Frankincense formed part of the in
cense .used by the high priest when he entered the 
holiest. It was holy for the Lord, and none was 
to be made like it under the penalty of death. (Ex. 
30:34-38). 

Frankincense is suggestive of absolute purity. 
Both these spices were offered by the Magi to the 
infant King in Matt. 2 :11. 

Here, then, we have the Bridegroom- as the true 
Burnt offering, giving Himself for His bride, the 
only way by which He can present her to Himself. 

"Even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; that he might sanctity and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by the word, that he 
might present it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing". (Eph. 
a;25~27). 

Verse 7—"BEHOLD HIS COUCH, WHICH IS 
SOLOMON'S, SIXTY MIGHTY ONES SUR

ROUNDING IT, FROM THE MIGHTY 
ONES OF ISRAEL". 

Here we are called upon to contemplate the grave 
of the Bridegroom. "If I make my bed in hell 
(sheol), behold thou art there" ( P s ' 130 :S) ; this 
no doubt refers to Messiah, We may have thought 
that man alone was interested in guarding the tomb 
of Jesus, "lest the disciples come and steal him away 
by night, and say unto the people, He is risen from 
the dead" ( M a t t 27:0-1). God had His interests 
to guard in that tomb; His Darling was there, and 
it was of supreme importance that His body be kept 
there until the right moment, and that His resur
rection be beyond question. 
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Verse 8—ALL OF THEM GRASPING A 
SWORD; TRAINED TO WAR; EACH 

MAN HIS SWORD UPON HIS 
THIGH FROM DREAD IN 

T H E NIGHTS. 

These "migiities" we may be sure are those re
ferred to. in Ps. 91:11, and Jude 9̂  as well as Rev. 
12:7; if the devil was interested in the grave of 
Moses, how much more in the grave of the Son of 
God ; fain would he have stolen his body away, that 
the lie of the Jews (Matt. 28:15) might have a 
semblance of fact. 

Verse 9—A PALANQUIN KING SOLOMON 
MADE FOR HIMSELF, FROM T H E 

TREES OF LEBANON. 

The word here rendered "palanquin" does not else
where occur, but is from the same root as "ashes" 
and "Ephraun". The Lexicopraphers say of the 
word "Origin dubious; no plausible Shemltic ety
mology''. But the difficulty can only arise fromi the 
apparent .strangeness of the word here; literally it 
should read" ''king' Solomon made for himself an ash-
heap (or "state of fruit fulness") from the trees of 
Lebanon". 

It is really the cross which is before us here, the 
"ash-heap" of everything pertaining to the first 
man, with ah the care and culture God had bestowed 
upon bim; and this is indeed the basis of all fruit-
fulness for God. "Except a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground and die it abideth alone but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit/ ' (John 1.2:24). 

"PYom trees of Lebanon". The word "Lebanon''1 

.is from a root signifying "to> be white", suggesting 
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the purity of the ground upon which this rest or 
"palanquin" is based, indeed it must be so, no- rest 
could be secure or permanent before God, or really 
satisfactory to the soul, which, was not absolutely 
free from, every taint of sin. But this is what the 
cross has secured, it has furnished a righteous- basis 
upon which God can justify the ungodly, the moment 
he believes in Jesus (ROUT. 4:5) : and what consti
tutes the. eternal security of the believer is that God 
has absolute]}? nothing" against him; his iniquities 
are forgiven, his sins covered: tô  him the Lord will 
not impute sin ( w . 7, 8) ; he is- "justified from: all 
things" (Acts 13:39). Here is a ''palanquin" in
deed, a rest which can never be disturbed, a basis 
of "fruitfulness" which shall abide forever, while at 

.the same tirne It was an "ash-heap" to Him who 
went through it, the "ash-heap" of everything pro
ceeding from the first man, and the time has now 
arrived when the "shepherdess" must needs learn 
the lesson. 

Verse 10—HE MADE HIS PILLARS OF SIL
VER, HIS STRETCHER IS OF GOLD, HIS 

CHARIOT-SEAT IS PURPLE, HIS 
MIDST LOVE-PAVED FROM THE 
DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM. 

Silver is regularly used as a symbol of the atone
ment: each ransomed one in Israel paid his half 
shekel of silver as atonement money, "every one 
that passeth among them that are numbered, from 
twenty years old and above, shall give an offering 
unto the Lord, The rich shall not give more, and 
the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when 
they give an offering" unto the Lord to make an 
atonement for your souls" (Ex. 30:14, 15). 
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Peter, referring- to this, savs "Forasmuch as ve 
know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conver
sation received hv tradition from your fathers; bait 
with the precious blood of Christ., as of a lamb with
out blemish and without spot" ( I Pet. 1:18, 19) . 

Redemption goes farther than purchase or for
giveness, since it includes the idea of the loss of what 
is to lie redeemed, and the object ot the one redeem
ing in so doing-. One may purchase, and dispose 
of what is p-urcliase-d: but one redeems for himself, 

"His stretcher gold". "Stretcher" is from a 
word meaning "to spread" : it is used of leviathan in 
Job 41 ;--!0. sharp stones (or potsherds) are unfelt 
]>v the monster's thick hide, so he spreads his couch 
upon thenr at the bottnm of the sea.T showing his 
uniqueness in this way. The mercy-seat was of pure 
gold, ami now that the basis lias, been laid in die 
silver, the mercy-seat is in order. The gold ex
presses what the Bridegroom is in Himself: and it is 
quite remark-able that the verb "made" is omitted 
with "palanquin" and "pillars", but not with 
"stretcher" or with "chariot-seat"; this shows the 
accuracy of Scripture. Our Lord was "made in the 
likeness of men", '''made a little lower than the 
angels for the suffering- of death", but gokl sets 
forth what He was in Himself, what H e ever was ; 
it speaks of His glory as a divine Person, and H e 
was ever that. 

The purple likewise speaks of His royalty, and 
He was ever King. 

"His chariot-seat (cushion?) is purple". This 
word "chariot-seat:" is rendered "saddle" in Lev. 
15:9. and "chariot" in Kings IV. 36, "cushion" is. 
probably the word which best gives the sense; "gold" 
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suggesting his seat in the sanctuary, the inner 
aspect; while "purple" would speak of the aspect lie 
assumes to the world without, the external. But 
"his midst love-paved (fitted together) from1 the 
daughters of Jerusalem'". Love was the spring of 
all—"the midst," and love is what above all He 
seeks in re turn: "according as he hath chosen us in 
Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
shoitkl- be holy and without blame before H im in 
love" (Eph r 1:4). Dee-ply important lessons are 
these now set before the) bride, but she is gradually 
learning- them in the hands of her perfect teacher, 
and, like Isaiah (G:S) can now teach to others what 
she has herself learned. 

Verse 11—GO FORTH, DAUGHTERS OF ZION, 
AND SEE IN T H E KING SOLOMON IN T H E 

CROWN WITH WHICH HIS MOTHER 
CROWNED HIM IN T H E DAY OF 

HIS ESPOUSAL, AND IN T H E 
DAY OP T H E GLADNESS 

OF HIS HEART. 

This is strongly suggestive of Heb, 3 :!), "we see 
Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels 
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honor." 

Zion means a parched place, a place burnt over, 
a figure of this whole scene as the sphere of His 
activities, but as affording nothing- for H im; fruit
ful, however if He be come into it, and so we have. 
"daughters", woman expressing" in typical language 
a fruitful principle, and bringing before us the glad 
company of "harp-singers" of Rev. 14 : !-."> 



CHAPTER IV. 

Verse 1—(He)—BEHOLD THOU ART FAIR 
MY SHEPHERDESS, BEHOLD THOU ART 

FAIR; 1 THINE EYES ARE OF DOVES, 
OUT THROUGH THY VEIL; 2 THY 

HAIR AS A FLOCK OF THE GOATS 
WHICH RECLINE FROM MOUNT 

GILEAD. 

HE R E we have in vv. 1 to 5, a seven-fold descrip
tion of the shepherdess. For Adam;, the first 

man, a suitable help-nTeet could not be found among' 
the creatures lie had jnst named, until in the "deep 
sleep" which was caused to fall upon hinr, he yielded 
a part of himself, a "bone of his bones", which was 
built up into the woman who Ivecame his wife (Gen. 
2:30-34). 

In Prov. 31:10 the inquiry is raised "Who can 
find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above 
rubies1'. Here one has been found, found by One, 
who was able and willing- to' pay the price. But 
where was this purchase effected? let Eph. 5:25-27 
supply the answer, *:As Christ also loved the church 
and g-ave Himself for it, that He might sanctify 
and cleanse it with the washing- of water by the 
word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious 
church, not having- spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing: but that it should be holy and without 
blemish,'"' Not indeed a "deep', sleep" in His case, 
but death in all its dread reality as the judgment 
upon sin. and out froni that side whence flowed 
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blood and water (John 10:34, f55—i John r>:<>), 
blood for expiation, water for cleansing. From 
that riven side she may date her origin now as 
"sanctified (set apart) to Himself. 

Having at such cost purchased her, he is now 
free to speak of her perfections, the perfections lie 
has himself put upon her, selecting seven points, the 
number seven being in symbolic language, the num
ber of perfection, viz,;—eyes, hair, teeth, lips, tem
ples, neck and breasts; first of all assuring her that 
she is fair in his sight, and repeating his word of ad
miration for emphasis. In Matthew 13 :45. 46 we 
have "a merchantman, seeking goodly pearls; who, 
when he had found one pearl of great price, went 
and sold all thai he had and bought it," As a mer
chantman whose business was "goodly pearls", his 
practised eye would not be slow to discover what he 
sought, if it existed • but we do not find that he 
found a "goodly pearl", at all. Our Lord is surely 
the Seeker here, for what sinner ever went about 
seeking Christ, and when he had found Him, went 
and sold all that he had and bought Him? the idea 
is simply monstrous. 

But our Lord ought surely to have found a "good
ly pearl" in. His ancient, earthly people, the people oj? 
His tender care and culture: and very properly He 
ought to have found another in the gentiles, who-
like the Queen of S-heba, should have heard of His 
fame through them, instead of which, He found 
but a crossi, indeed the gentiles had blasphemed His 
name through them. As that cross came in view, 
and what it would acomplish : as that "pearl of great 
price" came into view, that "virtuous woman, whose 
price was above rubies", an "help-meet" for Him 
for all eternity,, "the fulness of Him that filleth al! 
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in all '. I am persuaded that His sou] was over
whelmed with ecstatic jo-v; .He looked beyond the 
travail of His soul and was satisfied. The price was 
indeed "far above rubies", paid in agony and in 
blood. As He looks upon her now, adorned and 
radiant in ail the beauty lie has put upon her, she is 
unquestionably "fair" ; but. he goes into detail, as we. 
have seen, 

(1.) Her eyes are. doves. 
"The light of the body is the eye; if therefore 

thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of 
light" (Matt. 0:32). ' T h e dove is the bird of 
heaven, the bird of love and of sorrow, as we saw 
when looking at chapt, 1 :15,"ancl these qualities are 
discernible through her veil, suggesting that she is 
not vet manifested as the bride, she is still in the 
wilderness, but showing doves' eyes through her 
wilderness circumstances; exhibiting what belongs 
to heaven, and mourning because she finds so little 
Oi it. 

(•?.) Her hair "as a flock of goats which recline 
from the mount Gilead", Woman's hair was given 
her for a covering (lit. "in lieu of a veil"), it is a 
glory to her, a token of subjection to authority, 
hence a pledge of the power of the one to whom 
she owns subjection being hers. 

The word rendered "g'oats" in the passage, is 
from, a root meaning "to1 be strong", and being in 
the plural masculine, might be accurately rendered 
the strong ones, "as a flock of strong ones". How 
different from our mother Eve who so soon found 
herself as weak as water when she stepped out of this 
place of subjection, Mount Gilead is East of the 
Jordan, in the tribe of Gad; little is said about it in 
Scripture, Gilead means "heap of witness", so 
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named from the compact between Jacob and La ban 
(Gen. 31:47). In Jer. 50:19 we read "and I will 

shriug Israel again, to his habitation, and he shall 
feed on Carmel' and. Bash an, and his soul shall be 
satisfied upon mount Lphraim and Gilead-'. Jacob 
was- very much dissatisfied at the time of his coven
ant with Laban, the two men were about ready to 
devour one another, but Jacob the heel-taker was 
in full activity then ; the time is coming;- when Israel 
("Prince of God") will be in evidence, he who pre
vailed by clinging to another, and he shall feed, and 
his soul shall be satisfied, why? because the One he 
clings to keeps his covenant, however, Jacob may 
have broken his. "When I am weak then am T 
strong (2 Cor. 12:10) is a divine principle.. God's 
strength being' made perfect in weakness. The 
weak with the strong", and the woman's hair is a 
lovely witness to this principle. When Samson 
lost his long- hair, token of his Na?,arite subjection 
to Another, his strength (i. e. the Lord) repartee! 
from him (Judg-. 16:10. 20). 

Verse 2— (3)—THY T W O (ROWS OF) T E E T H 
ARE AS A FLOCK O F CUT-OFF ONES, 

WHICH CAME U P FROM T H E WASH
ING, W H E R E ALL O F THEM ARE 

TWIN-BEARERS, AND NOT 
A BEREAVED ONE AMONG 

THEM. 

Here we have, in the most emphatic way. sa no
tification and frvntfrihie^. On the third day we 
have these tw'0 thoughts brought together (Gen. 
i.)T the dry land is set apart from; the waters, and 
there is fruit. On the third day our Lord arose out 
from among" the dead, i. e. was set apart from the 
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dead, and bore fruit, all the ransomed identified 
with Him' in that resurrection, 

"Cut-off ones" enforces the thought. Nazarites 
really, which would refer to sa notification by blood, 
which is once for ah (Tie!). 10:10.; while "coming1 

up from the washing"'' would refer to practical 
cleansing- by the Word (John 1 3 T T 7 ) , "now ye 
are cleat) through the word I have spoken unto yon" 
{'John 15 : T . Both aspects of sanetifkatiou are 
contemplated in Epb. 5 :2G" that He might sanctify 
and cleanse it with the washing" of water by the 
word". Then we have fruit-fulness in "all of them 
twin-bearers"; this is indeed "double fruitfulness". 

OJI the third dav there was not. only sanctificatioii 
prefigured in the dry land being set apart, but fruit-
fulness, "grass, the herb yielding seed after his kind, 
and the trees yielding" fruit, whose seed was in itself. 
after his kind" (Gen. i ) . Tt wnuld be mere tautol
ogy to sav with, the A. V. "every one bear twins, 
and none is baren among them"; but such is not 
the force of what is in the Hebrew shas cut lah but 
rather "bereaved", as in 3 Sam. 1'7:R, very often 
members of a flock bear but the offspring perishes ; 
not so here, "not a bereaved one among them", "I 
have chosen you, and ordained von, that ye should 
go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
rcmr-iir (John 15:10,. And the bride's teeth af
ford a vivid picture of all this? He sees her as a 
true ruminant, as one who lives not by bread1 alone, 
but. by every word of God. 

Verse 3 ~ ( 4 ) - T H Y LIPS ARE AS THE SCAR
LET LINE, AND THY SPEECH (5) IS 

COMELY. 

"Lip is commonly synonymous with "speech", 
so that here we have the bridegroom's thought of 
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the bride's confession. In Ps. i-5, a "song of loves^'. 
no doubt referring" to Messiah, it is said "Thou 
art fairer than the children of men, g-race is poured 
into thy lips; therefore God hath blessed thee for
ever" (v. 2) . "'Tie witnessed a good confession be
fore Pontius Pilate" (1 Tim. 6:13). "With the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation" (Rom. 
10:10). This a pears to be the thought here; her 
confession is precious to him. ''Scarlet line" is de
finite since it has the article, and no; doubt refers 
to the scarlet line which was the means of salvation 
to his ancestress Rahab and her house (Josh, 2 :18 : 
19). Scarlet is the indelible color, derived from 
the dried body of the coccus Wins, and WHS used in 
the veil, and curtains of the tabernacle, also in puri
fication (Num. 19:6 etc.). The number four sug
gests experience, testing, walk on earth, the world; 
the "good confession''" proving that "eyes", "hair" 
and "teeth" have been used, to good purpose. 

(6)—THY TEMPLE IS LIKE A SLICE OF THE 
POMEGRANATE FROM BEHIND THY 

VEIL. 

The pomegranate was. one of the fruits brought 
by the spies from the land, as samples of its produce. 
"And they came unto the brook Esbcol, and cut 
down from thence a branch with one cluster of 
grapes, and they bare it between two npo?i a. staff; 
and they brought of the pomegranates and the figs'''. 
(Nam:. 13:23). The pomegranate is nearly always 
mentioned in connection " with grapes and figs. 
Pomegranates of blue, purple and scarlet were made 
upon the hem of the robe of the ephod worn by the 
high priest, in alternation with golden bells (Ex. 
28:33), Pomegranates of gold were displayed upon 
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the capitals of the pillars in the temple (X K\. 7 , IS ) , 
The vine is a symbol of Israel b rought out of 

Eg'ypt andl planted in the land under the legal 
covenant ; the fig tree ts a symbol of the Jewish 
I'emnant returned from the Babylonish captivi ty; 
while the pomegranate is ,in my judgment , a figure 
of the true Israel established in their land under the 
covenant of sovereign grace. The bride's temple 
is like a slice of this, where the mult i tudinous seeds. 
the delicious juice, audi, the beauteous color are all 
displayed, but from- bch-ind her veil? H e can see 
this wondrous p rospec t though it be veiled as yet 
to other eyes. And the temples b r ing this lovely 
picture before hi in? The temple is an exceedingly 
susceptible part of the person. The root from 
which the word springs has an intensely restrictive 
force: as " th in" in Gen, 4 1 ;-27, which, rather freely 
paraphrased, would mean " just frames of cattle 
nothing more" . The adverb analogous to-the wort] 
" temple" is rendered "o-nlv" in Gen. 0;a . (?. e. 
c.vchtsire/y evi l ) . "Ivvchisivencss", or "devoted--
ness", is perhaps the best rendering- for this substan
tive. 

The word for "wafers" in Lev. 2 :4 and elsewhere, 
is from: the same root as " temple" and " th in" , 
These wafers were always of fine hour, unleavened, 
and anointed with oil, and represent the "Man Christ 
Jesus" . The wa te r was " th in" , jus t sufficient to 
form a cake, nothing m o r e : i, e. in Jesus there was 
perfect humanity, distinct personality, hut not a 
trace of the swelling up of an independent will. H e 
was iwrtiisivelx for Another , entirely devoted to 
that Other . ITow beautifully this agrees with the 
numerical place of "thy temple". No, 5— God with 
man. 
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And when Israel is restored to her land in 
sovereign grace, according to the immutable pur
pose of Him who- does not repent, and the people 
are all righteous, and the saying is fulfilled, "Behold 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell 
with them-, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them, and he their God'" (Rev. 
21:3) , then indeed will the bride's "devotedness" 
answer to the prophetic picture her temple has af
forded; but He sees the end from the beginning and 
sets it to music, so that those who know Him may 
sing' it nozv. 

Verse 4— (7)—THY NECK IS AS THE TOWER 
OF DAVID, BUILT FOR WEAPONS, THE. 
SHIELDS OF A THOUSAND ARE HUNG 
UP UPON IT, ALL WEAPONS OF 

THE MIGHTIES. 

We come now to the neck, which is No. 7 on the 
list of parts. 

The neck is; the place of the yoke (Gen. 27 40—-
Den. 28:48; Neb. 3:5) , which, when submitted to 
from, the Lord, is the pledge of victory (Jer. 27 :11, 
1.2), while, on the other hand, the neck under the 
foot of an enemy, was the token of complete sub
jugation (josh. 10:24). The word for "neck" here 
is not the same as that connected with "Anak", 
the latter being commonly associated with orna
mentation, display. David says of the Lord "For 
thou, hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower 
from the enemy'"' (Ps. 01 :?>), and it was this which 
insured victory for David. 

"Budded for arms", b-nt only shields are said to 
he in it, and these "shields" defensive weapons, as
sociated with "faith" in the Christian's armor in 
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Eph. 0:16 hut also closely allied with every other 
part of the armor, since it is said "above all (lit. 
"over all") taking- the shield of faith:''. David speaks 
of God as a "shield" in Ps. S4 :0, 11, "behold, O 
God our shield,—the Lord God is a sun and shield/' 

Solomon bad three hundred golden shields in the 
house of the forest of Lebanon, ™ 10x10x3, which 
would seem to indicate the full measure of respon
sibility, manifested, and God glorified in i t : while 
here there are a thousand, = 10x10x10, the cube of 
ten, or in other words the former idea intensified, 
God glorified in the very idea of responsibility; sug
gesting- 2 Cor. 5 :21—"that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him". But we have the 
added thought that these are all the shields of "pre-
vailers" as the word literally means, here rendered 
"mighty men". How the thought of victory per
vades this whole subject: of the bride's neck. 

Verse 5—(8)™THY TWO BREASTS ARE, LIKE 
TWO YOUNG HARTS, TWINS OF A 

GAZELLE, THE SHEPHERDESS 
AMONG T H E LILIES. 

The breast in Scripture is symbolic of "succor", 
''consolation," (Isa. 00:11) "Har t" comes from a 
word signifying "to dust with dust," (as in 2 Sam. 
1(5:13) marg-., while the word for "gazelle" might 
very wed be rendered "beauty of Jah", being com
posed of ts bi— "beauty", as in 2 Sain. 1 :19, and 
Jah —Jehovah. Thus we have the origin of the 
bride, and her portion brought together. "Dust" 
she was. but now the "beauty of Jah" is put upon 
her ("twins of a gazelle"), and her two breasts 
speak of this, minister it, feed it out among the 
lilies, among" the righteous. Like Peter in John 
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2:1:15-19; if he had failed in his boasted love for the 
Lord, the Lord had not failed in his love for Peter, 
and Peter can now go and teach the lesson he has 
learned "feed my Iambs - - feed my sheep." 

Jerusalem means "teach ye peace"—twin peace", 
for the name lias a double ending; peace as to the 
question of sin, and peace as to the question of cir
cumstances along- the way. Zion means "parched-
ness" and from here the ark was taken to its per
manent rest 111 the temple, on the spot where the 
destroying- angel had sheathed his sword over the 
threshing floor of Oman the Jehusite (eomp. 9 Chr. 
3 ::1 and 3 Sa. 24:16,18). Lessons deep and broad 
are these, taught by the breasts of the loved one, 
and haw they fit in the sa'cnfli place, the place of 
perfection, the sabbath place? 

Verse 6—UNTIL THE DAY BREATHE AND 
THE SHADOWS FLEE AWAY, I WILL 

GET ME MYSELF TO THE MOUN
TAIN OF MYRRH, AND TO THE 

HILL OF FRANKINCENSE. 

It is still the waiting time, "the day" has not yet 
begun to "breathe," nor have the shadows fled as 
yet, so he will hie to the mount of myrrh, and to the 
hill of frankincense. We have already had before 
us both myrrh and frankincense, when considering 
chap. 3:6, one would seem to speak in symbolic 
language, of the anointing of our Lord for His pub
lic ministry, while the frankincense, of His Person, 
coming- from a root which signifies "to be white", 
•suggesting Heb. 1. :9 "Thou hast loved righteous
ness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy 
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness 
above thy fellows". Hence the "kill of frankin-
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cense" is exalted to the '''niounl of myrrh". 
'''Myrrh'' no doubt embodying- the thought of the 
suffering through -which the elevation is reached. 

Verse 7—TH.OU ART ALL FAIR, MY SHEP
HERDESS, AND THERE IS NOT A 

BLEMISH IN THEE. 

How often has our blessed Bridegroom to assure 
His bride that there is no spot in her, that He sees 
her in all the beauty and perfection He has Him
self put upon her. "that He might present it to Him
self a glorious church, not having- spot, or wrinkle, 
or ;inv smeli thing; but that it should be without 
blemish," ('Eph. 5:27). "Givino- thanks unto the 
Father, which hath made us meet to- be pnrfnkers 
of the inheritance of the saints in light." (Col, 
"1 :12). "And ye are complete in Him". (Co!. 
i :KH "Because as He is. so are we m this world.'' 
(1 John I : 1 7"). 

Verse 8—COME, W I T H ME FROM LEBANON, 
. O P E R F E C T ONE; WITH ME FROM . 

LEBANON. 

The word rendered "perfect one" occurs six. times 
in Snug, and is rendered "my spouse1' in the A. V., 
but it lack's the possessive "my", which is never 
wanting elsewhere, and is moreover the regular 
form for "she is perfect", from the same root as 
that used in Ezk. 27:4, 11 "thy buifders have per
fected thy beauty;" "they have made thy beauty 
Perfect.''' 

He would have her accompany him from 
Lebanon, the point of purity, or righteousness, the 
only point, one may surely say, from which our 
Bridegroom could receive us into- His company; 
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"thou shalt observe from the head ox Ainrtna (— 
truth, faith, constant). 'This is the name of a river 
Rowing" down from Antilebnnon into the plain of 
Damascus, called "Abana" in 2 Ki, 5:19. He 
would lead her to the fountain head of truth. Ih'nv 
well would it be with Christians in general, if they 
would turn to the Word of God for their creed, in
stead of to religious leaders, and to the general 
.practice of those about them. The Lord has a 
•scathing word for some of such in Matt. 15:1.4 
"Let them alone: they he blind leaders of the blind. 
And if the blind lead' the blind, both shall fall into 
the ditch." On. the other hand, the Berean^ were 
more noble than those in Thessalonica. in that the}' 
searched, the Scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so. (Acts 17:11.} 

Verse 8 Cant.—OBSERVE THOU FROM THE 
HEAD OP AMAHA, FROM THE HEAD 

OF SHENIR, AND H E R E O N ; FROM 
T H E DENS OF LIONS, FROM THE 

MOUNTAINS OF LEOPARDS. 

"From- the head of Shenir/ ' Some copies- read 
here and in Dent. 3:9 "Senir" (as in Ezk. 27:5) , 
which means "bear the lamp", but there is excellent 
authority for "Shenir" — "which is a lamp/ ' and 
this agrees with the context. Having reached the 
fountain head of truth, she finds it a lamp as the 
psalmist did in 13 0 :10^—"Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my path." 

"And. Hermou" (— "devctedness") this would 
follow in due course, and how surely this would 
keep one from "the lions' dens, and from.; the mount
ains of the leopards"? agreeing with Psalm 1.7:4— 
"concerning the works of men. by the words of thy 
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lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer." 
(see also Eph. 4 :14) . The Hon is the well known 
symbol of Satan, with his bold front seeking to 
frighten the people of God, while the leopard would 
appear to symbolize the foe as keen-eyed, watchful, 
and swift (see Jer. 5 :0—Tiab. 1:8.) 

Verse 9—THOU HAST RAVISHED MY 
HEART, MY SISTER, P E R F E C T ONE, 

T H O U HAST RAVISHED MY 
H E A R T W I T H O N E OF T H I N E 

EYES, 
The psalmist says "unto thee lift I up mine eyes, 

O thou that dwellest in the heavens. Behold, as 
the eyes of servants !ook unto their master, and as 
the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; 
so onr eyes wait upon the Lord our God," (Ps. 
123:1, 2 ) . How intensely delighted is the bride
groom here, to find her eve turned towards himself; 
and we may rest assured that the heavenly Bride
groom; is no less delighted to find the eye of the 
one He g-ave Himself for, in His love for her, and 
the one He has placed His Name upon, turning her 
eye upon Himself; but alas, how little indeed does 
He find it so? 

IN O N E NECK-PIECE FROM T H Y 
NECKLACES. 

Her neck had but lately been adorned with the 
trappings of Pharaolihs court, and arching proudly 
as one of Ids horses, but now it has bent to1 his yoke, 
and wears the ornaments which he alone has put 
upon it (see chap. 1 :10). and he can now contem
plate her neck-ornaments with satisfaction and de
light. She is now proving the truth of Matt. 11:30 
•—"my yoke is easy, and my burden light." 
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Verse 10™HOW FAIR ARE THY LOVES, MY 
SISTER, PERFECT ONE; HOW MUCH 

BETTER ARE THY LOVES THAN 
WINE, AND T H E SMELL OF THY 

FRAGRANT OILS THAN ALL 
SPICES. 

The bridegroom looks for response to his over
tures of love, and how delighted he is when he finds-
it. "As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved 
you; continue ye in miy love. If ye keep my com
mandments, 3"e shall abide in my love; even as I 
have kept my Father's commandments, and abide 
in His love." (John 15:9, 10). 

Verse 11—THY LIPS DROP FLOWING 
HONEY, O PERFECT ONE; HONEY 

AND MILK ARE UNDER THY 
TONGUE. 

We have already spoken of the lips in comment
ing on verse 3, where we saw that "confession" was 
the thought suggested by them, there; in. the "scarlet 
line" would seem to be implied the confession of the 
Bridegroom* as v$V?Wfu<rr while here in the "flowing 
honey" we have an advanced thought, viz; that 
whicli makes life worth the living, the mvetness of 
life, and her lips "drop" it, it is not forced, as so 
much Christian effort and work at the present day 
is; but it flows naturally and easily, the overflow of 
what the heart is full of. But there is more, under 
her tongue are "honev and miilk". The word for 
honey here is the ordinary word for it, including 
honey, bee-bread, wax, and all the other ingredients 
secreted by these wonderful little workers. And 
besides this there is "milk", a complete diet in itself, 
and in a form which can. at once be taken up and 
assimilated by the human system. So that here we 
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have ail the elements for sustaining life, and in ad
dition, that which makes life desirable. '''Milk and 
honey'' were the characteristic products of the land 
of Canaan, which the Lord held iu> before the eyes 
•of 14is people as proofs of its desirability, and as 
inducements to enter (Ex. 3:8, 1 7 ) ; and here are 
these very elements under the tongue of the "shepi-
herdess", ready to come forth in just proportion, 
and in due season. Truly this is Prov. 31 40-31 in 
a nutshell, and it is most interesting- to remark in 
this connection, that while the bride's tongue, the 
organ of speech, is the depository of this perfect 
provision for life and jis enjoyment, the twenty-two 
verses of the Proverb just cited, cover the whole 
range of the Hebrew alphabet, each verse commen
cing with its appropriate letter in regular order, 
from the first letter to the last; that is to say, the full 
range of human speech is employed to tell out in 
detail, the various ministry of the bride in Prov, 31 ; 
while 1 ho "iongue'1 nf tin- bride is its depository in 
Song. 

AND THE ODOR OF THY GARMENTS IS 
LIKE THE ODOR OF LEBANON. 

"Garments" in Scripture speak of habits, ways, 
one's manner of life. The word used here indicates 
the outer garments, what would be manifest to all, 
and. their odor is "like LebanonT The word for 
Lebanon is from; the same root as that for ''frank-
incense'', and means "whiteness", suggesting purity, 
righteousness: thus we gather that her ways are 
odorons of righteousness, as the blessed Lord in 
Heb. 1 :!)—"Thou hast loved righteousness -
therefore God. Thy God. hath anointed Thee with 
the oil of gladness above Thy fellows," 
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Verse 12—A GARDEN BARRED IS MY SISTER, 
PERFECT ONE; A HEAP BARRED, A 

FOUNTAIN SEALED. 

We are to' see now what she is posiHonally. as for 
him. "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit; so shall ye he my disciples." The word 
"barred" conveys the idea of r.rcIusk'Ciicss, i. e. ex
clusively his, bound to him, (for a fuller explanation 
of this-word, see on chap. 7 :2) . The right use of 
the word "peculiar" in 1 Peter 2 :9 is veiy similar. 
a people solely His. for His use and behoof. 

The word rendered "heap'", is from a word mean
ing "to roll", "to heap np," hence sometimes ren
dered "waves" o.-s heaped up. but "rollers'" would be 
a suitable word in every case where the word is 
connected with water. The word "wave" and 
proximity to the word "fountain" no doubt sug
gested "spring" in the A. V. particularly as "barred" 
would not rlok for "waves'7, but the idea is a "heap" 
of sontethiiio- or <La roll". srenendlv with the idea of 
witness, as in Gen. 31:46, or heap of ruins: Tsa. 
25:2, Jb. 15:28 -emd 8:16. 17; the latter connecting 
"garden" and "heap", as here. There is no trace of 
"spring1 in the word at all; indeed the LXX, Syr. 
& Vulgate have "garden" instead of "heap," but 
the Heb. is the most ancient, is inspired, and doubt
less the word "barred" presented a difficulty which 
led copyists to write gan ("garden") for gal 
("heap".) but it wa.s no doubt some particular 
raised spot in the garden, some bed as we sa}- (see 
Job 8:1.7), in this case some particular raised spot 
set apart for special care, and this is "barred" to 
the lover, as a "heap of witness" to his abiding love 
for her; "ye are God's tillage" (I Cor. 3:9 marg,) 

"A fountain sealed" completes the series, 
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(1) The garden, where the wisdom and skill 
of the gardener are displayed. 

(2) The bed, where his special fruits are looked 
for; and 

(3) The fountain, where he finds refreshment. 
We are probably safe in saying" that the whole 

redeemed people of God answer to the "garden," 
the earthly people to the "heap", earthly care and 
cultivation heaped upon her, as a. "witness" to what 
she was by nature, and to what the Bridegroom 
co-iild do with her and for her; while the "fountain 
sealed", as number 3, answers to- the full manifes
tation of His ways with the church, the heavenly 
bride "the fulness of Him that filleth all in all." 
"Sealed" is often used in the sense of "sealed up", 
as in Jer. 32:11, l i in contrast with what Is open 
(see also Dan. 13 -.4), but it likewise attests the au
thority and proprietorship of the one who seals, 
"And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God. in Whom 
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption" (Eph. 
4:30) . Sealed not only until the day of redemp
tion, but in vieiv of it, the Spirit of God has taken 
up His abode in the believer, imparting- the stamp 
of divine authority and favor during- the interval 
of the Bridegroom's absence, in view of the nuptial 
day, "I have espoused' you to one husband, that I 
may present a chaste virgin to Christ/ ' (2 Cor. 
11:2) . 

Verae 13—THY SPROUTS ARE AN ORCHARD 
OF POMEGRANATES, WITH EXCELLENT 

FRUITS; (1) COPHER (PLANTS), 
WITH (2) NARD (PLANTS). 

Her fruitfulness is what now engages him, and 
fruitfulness is what the new creation Is for, "created 
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in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them." 
(Eph. 2 :10). The "pomegranate" we have already 
spoken of as symbolizing Israel settled and fruitful 
m the land under the covenant of grace, (see verse 
3) ; the "copher" plant is by some thought to he 
the el hen na, a shrub' or low tree, with fragrant 
white blossoms; however, this may be, the word, as 
we have seen (chap. 1:14) comes from a root mean
ing- "to cover", and is exactly the same as "ransom" 
(Ex. 30:12) , only here it is plural. "Nard" is 
said to be an odoriferous tree from- India (via 
Persia), and is doubtless identical with that used by 
Mary when anointing the Lord in. Mk. 14:3 - -
John 12 :3. Fruitfulness and testimony are closely 
related, "in the mouth of ii.vo or three witnesses 
shall every word be established." 

"Sprouts" is froin a word meaning "to send 
forth," "shoot forth," (as in Deut. 7:20—Ezk. 
31:3) emphasizing the idea of "testimony" and these 
have sprouted into an "orchard" of varied fruits, 
linked together in pairs by the preposition "with," 
pomegranates with excellent fruits;" the pomegran
ate itself being eminently suggestive of fruitfalness, 
since it is one solid mass of seeds, while the twos in 
which the fruits are arranged, is the number of 
testimony. So that we easily read in the "pome
granates writh excellent fruits" the establishment of 
Israel in the land on the ground of the new covenant, 
and that her fruits then will be "excellent." In the 
next couplet we have a witness to what made this 
possible, "copher (plants) with nard (plants) ." 
"Copher" being the "ransom", while "nard" is the 
price paid for that ransom, (see Mak. 11:3—John 
IS :?y) ; He gave His- life a ransom for many (Matt, 
20:2-8). 
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Verse 14—(3) NARD AND (4) SAFRON, (5) 
CALMUS AND (6) CINNAMON, WITH 

ALL TREES OF (7) FRANKINCENSE; 
(») MYRRH- AND (9) ALOES-, 
WITH ALL (10) CHIEF SPICES. 

The idea of F^sfimouy is strongly marked upon 
this pnrbnn, with its pairs and couplets. 

"Nard" is now in the singular, no longer as merely 
plants growing in the garden, but the finished: pro
duct, and now joined with "saffron." This last is 
not elsewhere mentioned in Scripture, but appears 
.to be clearly identified as from- the flo-wers of crocus 
satn-'it-s. There is a similar word in New Hebrew 
with the signification of "to. grow yellow-" (or) 
"pale"; as associated with "nard" it may empha
size the thought of death, the paleness of death. 
"Calamus" is qa ncli in Hebrew, and is used in seven 
different significations in the Scriptures, to wit:— 

1. Stalk Gen. 41 :m 39. 
tb Branch (of lamp-stand) Ex. 2a :3'1, 3:E37;1S. 
o. Shoulder blade j o b 31. :'l->. 
4. Calamus {sweet cane) Ex, 30:28—Isa. 43:24. 
5. A reed (as weak) 1 Ki. 14:15—Isa, 30:0. 
0. A balance (for weighing) Isa. 40:6. 
7. A reed (as standard of measurement) Ezk, 

40:3 etc' 
1. Thus we see in Gen, the book of life, although 

it closes with Joseph in a coffin in Egypt (chapt. 
r>0 :•?<;). that this "reed" is the "stalk" upon which 
everything depends: the hie of Pharaoh and his 
people: the life of Jacob and his house: all depends 
upon this "stalk''". It would seem that the seven 
thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears, so 
that nothing remained but nun, but /•/•<•?/• icas nnjy 
in the ilrCiwi; in the realization, ^ehcn Joseph is 
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brought in} Pharaoh and his people are preserved, 
as well as Jacob and his household ; and the land and 
people become Pharaoh's by purchase; Joseph is 
raised to the right hand of power and marries a 
gentile bride, all as the fruit of that "reed". 

2. As branches of the lamp stand in Ex. 25 and 
37 we see what His people are, in virtue of being-
through grace, connected with Him (compare John 
15:4 and Matt. 5 :14). 

3. In Job 81 :22 we get a hint of the impotence 
of a man seeking to work out a righteousness for 
God, while stoutly entrenched in a righteousness of 
his own; his shoulder .the place of human strength, 
is just this qcmch, this reed. 

4. As the sweet, aromatic reed, it was a consti
tuent of the holy anointing oil, with which Aaron 
and the priestly family, as well as the sanctuary and 
its vessels, were anointed, showing that only as the 
savor of what that reed was to God, was upon them, 
could He go on with the service. 

;L>. As a S3in1x>! of weakness the reed is often 
spoken of in Scripture, "What went ye out into the 
wilderness to see? a reed shaken with the wind?" 
;(Matt 11:7) . We read of those who "out of weak
ness were made strong" (Hob. 11 :34) ; and Paul 
learned to .say "Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may i_est upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in in
firmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecu
tions, in distresses for Christ's sake; for when I am 
weak, then am I strong." This perfectly suits the 
numerical place of this aspect of the reed we are 
now considering, the number 5 ^ God with man; 
and how perfectly was this trait of the reed exem
plified in "The Man Christ Jesus", See Him in the 
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hands of the religious company in the synagogue in 
Luke 4—, "is not this the son of Joseph? - - and 
they rose up and thrust Him out of the city, and 
led Him to the brow of the hill whereon their city 
was built that they might cast: Him down headlong'." 
See Him again at man's judicial bar in Lnke22 and 
9;i;" and when they had blindfolded Him, they 
struck .Him on the face, and asked Him, saying, 
Prophesy, who smote thee? - - And Herocl with 
his men of war set Him at nought, and mocked Him, 
and arrayed Him- in a gorgeous robe." See Him 
again "a bruised reed/' His hands and feet nailed to 
a malefactor's cross; to all appearance those nails 
held Minx there; but not so, we are often deceived 
by judging from outward appearances; the love of 
His heart, and obedience to the will of God, held 
Him there, and one poor sinner, upon a cross beside 
Him, saw by faith that upon that braised reed hung 
the corning kingdom, and sought a place in it, but 
found instead a place beside Him in the paradise of 
God. 

0. As the "balance" in Jsa. 46 :(>, it shows the 
evil ol man at its limit; the silver, which is ever a 
symbol of the atonement., God's ancient people were 
using to fashion idols to replace Him who had re
deemed them; this controversy He must make His 
own; but in this wcigltiitg they were plainly weigh
ing themselves, proving that their number was sim
ply the number of a man, and man without God is 
simply one short of perfection, i. e. God short, 
which in Rev. :2 8:1S, is fully manifested as Q6?> 
(compare Danl. 5 :27). 

7. in Ezk. 40 to iS this reed is the standard used 
in the measurement of the typical millenial temple. 
What a variety of meanings is found in this word 
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qa neh, ah pointing to the "Man Christ Jesus", and 
only as we gather these varied meanings together, 
do we arrive at the full significance of the root verb, 
which is qa nah, meaning "to acquire (as by pur
chase)", and this is found in the first, use of the word 
(Gen. 41 :5) , where the "stalk" becomes the pur
chasing power for all. "For ye know the grace of 
-our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, 
yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through 
His poverty might be rich." (3 Cor, 8 :9). 

And this is hut one of the sprouts of this wonder
ful garden, and doubtless each of the others would 
speak as eloquently, had we but e)res to see what 
wondrous things the Lord has in His Word for us. 

"Cinnamon" we can say but Ittle about. It was 
used in the holy anointing oil, and in like weight 
with "calamus", but there in conjunction with 
spice (sweet), cinnamon-spice. May it not be that 
this refers to profession, to the form, the outward 
expression. It is necessary to have a correct out
line of sound words (2 Tim. 1 :13) : but if there is 
nought but the form, we must turn away from it 
(2 Tim, 3:5) . The fig tree in Matt, 21:10 had 
leaves, and it is quite right to- have leaves, but for 
a fig tree to have leaves and no Fruit is a monstrosity, 
and so the Lord cursed it. (Matt. 31 :19) The 
false sstem referred to in Prov.. 7 :1'7, can use "cin
namon", but only to deceive. 

It is instructive to note that in the case of cinna
mon, the bark only is used, the outside. 

"With all trees of frankincense." suggesting that 
all these products must be associated with righteous
ness, which we have seen to be the symbolic mean
ing of frankincense, when considering verse 6 and 
chapter 3:6. "Myrrh" also was considered at the 



70 Tur; SONG OF SONGS. 

same, time, and what was said need not be repeated 
here. 

"'Aloes" is joined to "myrrh", but we. can say 
little as to it. The word rendered "aloes" is prob
ably another form of the word, for "tent," hence 
some would identify the .spice with carrfctnunn from 
its toit-shnhrd capsules. In any case it is not the 
aloes of medicine. Balaam connects "tents" and 
"aloes" in Numbers 24 aw <p "blow goodly arc thy 
tents, O Jacob, - - as the. valleys are they spread 
forth, as gardens bv the river's side, a.s the trees of 
ligu n!f-h:s which the Lord bath planted," 

The kind's garments smell -of this spice in the 
love song of Ps, -15 :£, "all tbv garments smell of 
mvrrh and aloes, cassia." 

The: false bride uses it in perfuming' her bed. 
hhi have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cin
namon" (dVov. 7:17). Perhaps we. should Find in 
ah>es a suggestion of John 1 Old. "and. the "Word wars 
made flesh and tabernacled for fcufrd a.s the word 
really means) among u,s;" am! if the false bride 
uses the aloes in Pro v. 7:17, it is as Rome'would 
use the Lord's sojourn on earth, merely as a babe to 
give importance to the woman which carried Him. 
This spirit our Lord rebuked in Lnke 11:27, 28; 
when a "certain woman of the ennapam- lifted up lier 
voice, and said unto him Blessed is the womb that 
bare thee, and the parxs which thou bast sucked," Lie 
said "Yea, rather, blessed are they that hear the 
word of God and keep It." 

"With all chief spices." 
With what satisfaction and delight must the 

briclegroonr contemplate, his bride as the conserva
tory of ail these rare odors and spices; and as we 
apply this to the Bride of the Lamb, we may con-



T H E SONG OF SONGS. 71 

.template the intense satisfaction and delight, with 
which He contemplates His church as the reflection 
of all that is fragrant and precious to Him on earth ; 
and yet as we look at ourselves, how mixed and 
confused these odors often, are. 

Verse 15—A FOUNTAIN OF GARDENS, A 
WELL OF LIVING WATERS, AND 

STREAMS FROM LEBANON. 

She is. then, a means of refreshment to o;her 
gardens besides her own., corresponding- to our 
Lord's words on the great day of the feast of taber
nacles. ' 'He that bclieveth on me, as the Scripture 
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water, but this spake he of the Spirit, which they 
that believe on Him should receive," (John 7:"'^, 
30). What limitless possibilities open before thc 
vision of the bride of the Lamb, but how feebly 
realised and responded to. 

These stream^ flow from Lebanon, the irfiifc 
mountain, symbolic, as we have seen, of purity, of 
righteousness; on the -north side of tLe land, which, 
if it be the side whence comes the chilling- blast, 
the side of mystery and darkness, is also the side 
upon which He. who is ever upon the throne, sits. 

Lucifer said "in his heart "I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
God; I will sit also upon the mount of the congre 
gatio-n, in the sides of the north : I wil ascend above 
tire heights of the clouds; I wil be like the Most 
,High.""(Isa. 14:13., 14—compare Ps. 4-8 :2). On 
the north side of the altar was the burnt offering 
slain (Lev. 1 :11). 

As we connect this with John 16 :7, 12—15 ("it 
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is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you, - -
I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye can 
not bear them imw, howbeit when He, the Spirit 
of truth, is come, He will guide you into all 
truth.") we are better prepared to consider 

Verse 16—(She)— AWAKE, O NORTH W I N D ; 
AND COME, THOU SOUTH; CAUSE MY 

GARDEN TO BREATHE, ITS SPICES 
W I L L F L O W ; L E T MY BELOVED 

COME TO HIS GARDEN, AND 
H E SHALL EAT HIS EXCEL

L E N T FRUITS. 

What a lovely attitude of soul is- this in which 
we now find the bride, and what salutary lessons 
she has learned in order to reach it. The garden 
is hers, and yet it is bis; hers that it may be pre
pared for him-, and she now invites him to it. that 
lie may reap the fruit of what he has expended upmi 
it. But first of all, the north wind and the south 
wind are needed to set in motion the living- activi
ties of those "sprouts" he has noted, and the north 
wind must come first. Winds are entirely beyond 
human control, they are entirely in God's hands, 
"What manner of man is this, that the winds and 
the sea obey him." (Matt, 8 :27). The north wind,, 
as we have seen, suggesting- that which is search
ing, trying- and mysterious, while at the same time 
speaking" of what proceeds from the more direct in
tervention of God. altboug-b the eye may not see 
His hand directly in the circumstance at the time. 
The so-nth wind., on the other hand, would seem to 
indicate circumstances of ease and prosperity- with 
men as with "sprouts/ ' exuberant growth is pro-
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duced, a rapid swelling- out of soft pulpy material 
which will not stand the tempest; circumstances are 
rested in, and not the One who controls them. 
Faith is not so- much in exercise when circumstances 
are to our liking", and "without faith it is impossible 
to please God," When the south wind blew soft
ly" unbelief set sail to meet wreck and ruin (Act, 
27:13), but the bride appears to have learned the 
immensely important lesson that the north wind is 
of first importance, which is but another way of 
saying "we look- not at the thing's which are seen, 
hut at the things which are not seen; for the things 
•which are seen are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal" (2 Cor. 4:18). 

The north wind is not in motion, hut she would 
arouse it, and in the strength of what it brings, she 
may safely invite the south., and both are necessary 
to the proper adustment of foliage and temper, that 
the garden may "breathe" properly, so that when he 
comes, for whom it all is, he may find that which 
is to his taste, fruit of his excellence as it reads 
literally. If it is for Him-, it is no less of Him. 
(Rom. 11:36). 



CHAPTER V. 

(He)—I AM COME UNTO MY GARDEN, MY 
SISTER, PERFECT ONE; I HAVE 
GATHERED MY MYRRH WITH MY 

SPICE. I HAVE EATEN MY 
WILD-HONEY WITH MY 
HONEY-COMB; I H A V E 

DRUNK MY W I N E 
WITH MY MILK. 

H E does not name all the spices as she has {lone, 
he names but one, the- bitter one, with the 

honey; he has gathered the biter and the sweet; the 
bitter, be it remembered, reminding' us- of the 
precious death of the One who "loved the church 
and gave Himself for i f . 

There are two words used here for honey, viz, 
dbash and yaar; the former I have rendered Ivuiey-
couib, it is die regular word lor honey; the latter 
I have rendered zv'dd-hoitey, since the same form is 
commonly rendered -icoc-d, forest, thicket, as in 1 
Sam. 14:25., 26; wilderness in Hos. 2 : 1 1 ; from, a 
root meaning to be rugged, wild, difficult. Besides 
Song, the word is rendered honey but once, viz; 1 
Sam. 14:27, and there it is the •construct state with 
dbash., which literally would read (and dipped it 
in) flic wild lumcy of honey, or perhaps better 
thicket of h-Oii-cy. The A. V. does not translate 
dbasli. 

The bridegroom has gathered the bitter and the 
sweet, and of the latter both the wild and the culti-
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vated; for after all there is in nature that which is 
directly from, the Creator, as H e made it, unmarred 
by sin; hence acceptable to Him;, as, for example, 
natural affection, the love of parents for their 
children and children for parents, as well as children 
for one another; this is of God, and is pleasing- to 
Him, and He mark's the absence of it as a sign of 
the perilous time.'; of the last days (3 Tun. 3 : 1, 2 ) . 
Then we have the tvinc and milk, a descending scale 
we may well think; first fragrance, then joy, and 
lastly sustenance. The heavenly Bridegroom, with 
Jrlis fulness and perfect temperateness, can begin 
where we leave off; His taste for necessities has not 
been vitiated by His use of what is external and ex
hilarating". And now her heart overflows towards 
others for whom- there is plenty. 

(She)—EAT, O FRIENDS; DRINK YE AND BE 
SATISFIED, O BELOVED ONES. 

Verse 2—1 SLEEP, BUT MY HD0ART WAKETH; 
THE VOICE OF MY BELOVED KNOCKING, 

'OPEN TO ME, MY SISTER, MY SHEP
HERDESS, MY DOVE, MY PERFECT ONE; 

SINCE MY HEAD IS FULL OF DEW, MY 
LOCKS OF DROPS OF THE NIGHT'. 

How unspeakably sad! it is to think that the high 
plane of enjoyed communion with the bridegroom, 
when attained to. is so soon lost; and how constant
ly that is the history of most of God's people. The 
siveetticss of communion is rested in, rather than 
the One Who has brought us to Himself, conse
quently there is sloth. The excitement of the feast 
carries us beyond the sense of His presence, and 
He is extremely jealous as to this, and slips out, 
and ere long we awake to the fact that He is gone. 
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But he loves her too well to leave her to her slum
ber; if she has gotten, into a path where she can be 
at ea.se without him, he is not at ease without her, 
lie must arouse her to a sense of where she has 
drifted to-at ease without him; at ease and he out
side knocking-,, his head .saturated with dew, and his 
locks with the nightniists. How the momentum of 
what ministers to ourselves in some measure, can 
carry vis beyond the real enjoyment of Himself as 
our one necessity, our all sufficiency. It is said to 
the church, His witness here in this world, "Behold, 
I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him., and 
will sup with him, and he with me." (Rev. 3:20.) 

Verse 3—1 H A V E PUT OFF MY TUNIC; HOW 
THEM SHALL I PUT IT ON? I H A V E 

WASHED MY F E E T : H O W THEN SHALL I 
DEFILE THEM? 

The tunic wa.s the outer garment, and would seem 
to symbolize practical righteousness: this she has 
"put off" (stripped off, it is really), and not in the 
ordinary way as one removing' an outer garment on 
entering' a house, or on retiring-; but stripped off 
with a certain amount of force, as in 1 Sam-. 19 u24; 
the word being" rendered "rushed" in Judg. 9 : 44 ; 
putting oft these garments, as. though not wanted 
at all. How deceitful is the human heart, who can 
know it? and how far the heart can travel, with the 
blessed Lord at a distance, and even practical 
righteousness given up. She appears to he conscious 
of the fact that her feet have been where they ought 
not, for she has washed them, but she has done it, 
they have: not yet been submitted to his hands for 
cleansing, according to his own thought." If / wash 

ea.se


T H £ SONG GI* SONGS. 77 

thee not, thou hast no part with me." (John 13 ;8) . 
It is this undoing of our own expedients in at
tempting to set things right which is so difficult:. 
W e have wandered from the narrow path of enjoyed 
communion with Himself, and have realised that we 
were away from the Lord : haAre sought to patch 
tilings up onr own way by good resolutions of doing 
better; or it may be, have blinded our eyes to the 
true state of things by self indulgence of some sort. 
This will not do. He is faithful, and must have us 
walking with Himself. ,cIf I wash thee not, thou 
hast no part with me." The whole matter must be 
surrendered to Him, the departure as well, as the 
futile attempts to hide that departure, both from 
Him and from ourselves, all must be put into His 
blessed hands, that every trace of the departure may 
be removed, and fresh lessons learnt of the love that 
will not let us go, and must have us partakers of His 
holiness. (Heb. 12 :10) . 

Verse 4— MY BELOVED SENT HIS H A N D 
FROM T H E H O L E (OF T H E DOOR), A N D 

MY BOWELS YEARNED CONCERNING HIM. 

The word here rendered sent is from the same 
root as sprouts in chap, i :13, and implies distance to 
be crossed, as well as energy on the part of the send
er ; and there is no word for door; the word for hole 
often referring to a den, or cave, although it may 
mean a hole in a box or door. I t is quite evident 
that the language used is meant to convey far higher 
thoughts than the mere attempt to open a literal 
door, the lock of which is reached by a hole in it. 

The bride conceives her lover to be at a distance, 
in a place of seclusion, from which he sends his 
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hand in order that the intimacy which has been in
terrupted may be restored. The activity is alto
gether on fa's part, the hindrance on hers, 

.Her bowels are stirred, however, by this move
ment on his part, and she would fain have let him 
in: but if he is once driven away by a slight, it is 
not so easy to recall hint, not because he is not seek
ing" to get back, but because she is not ready to have 
him back' on his own terms. David had to learn 
this- lesson in connection with his bringing the ark 
from Kirjath-jearinT to the citv of David (2 Sam. 
('!.). A slight had been put. upon Jehovah by a 
human hand having been put forth to steady the ark 
as it. appeared about to tail, and David must needs 
wait three months and see another man enjoy the 
blessing of the ark's presence, before he was ready 
to receive the Lord on His own terms, the ark 
being the well-known svnihol of die Lord's presence. 

Verse 5—1 AROSE TO OPEN TO MY BE
LOVED, AND MY HANDS DROPPED 

MYRRH, AND MY FINGERS MYRRH PASS
ING OVER UPON THE HANDLES OF THE 

BOLT. 

How distinctly is the bridegroom outside, bolted 
out, and she at ease inside while her hands and 
fingers can overflow with myrrh. 

A witness, this, to the solemn fact that hands can 
be fully occupied with what is really precious, while 
the feet are out of the path of communion entirely. 
What a humbling discovery is this-; leading, how-
ever, to the learning of a much needed lesson, tmcl 
she is in good hands for the learning of it, 
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Verse 6— I OPENED TO MY BELOVED, BUT 
MY BELOVED HAD TURNED AWAY, HE 

HAD PASSED OVER. 

She finds now that her self-indulgence is costing 
her something"; her opening the door is too late, he 
has gone, turned away; a f>asscrov<"r literally, the 
word having the pointing of a participial noun. It 
is from the same root as Hebrew, i. e. one who has 
frosscd. She has evidently not been walking as one 
.who has crossed, while of course the bridegroom 
Jias, hence they have gotten apart, as some of whom 
,we read in the New Testament, '"'for whereas there 
is among yon envying, and. strife, and divisions: are 
ye not carnal, and walk as men?" (1 Cor. 3:3). 

MY SOUL WENT OUT ON HIS SPEAKING, 
I SOUGHT HIM, BUT I FOUND HIM NOT, I 
CALLED HIM, BUT HE ANSWERED ME. NOT. 

His voice had drawn out her heart, but not yet 
are her feet unreserved!}- in his hands, it is still in 
measure true that "I sleep but my heart waketh," 
She seeks him, not realizing that he is seeking her. 
How much time is lost in thus seeking our Lover; 
whereas if we would but turn about in our path, we 
should find ourselves in His arms. But. this turn
ing about, supposes perfect confidence in the Seeker, 
that He knows just where to find us, and is more 
desirous of finding His slothful one, than she is of 
finding Him. Rut this perfect confidence the bride 
has not yet learned, but she is in the hands of a 
wise teacher, and is learning. 
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Verse 7—THE WATCHMEN F O U N D ME, T H E 
PATROL-MEN IN T H E CITY SMOTE ME; 

THEY BRUISED ME: T H E WATCHMEN OF 
T H E W A L L S TOOK MY VEIL FROM ME. 

She has been trafficking in the world's mart, its 
watchmen find her, for they are keen-eyed to detect 
strangers. Peter was soon discovered to belong- to 
another company than the one he was in (Luke 
22 :58) . These gaiardians of the world's interests 
have no sympathy with, uor pity for this stranger 
who has lost her way, or better, lost her lover, the 
one in whom a!l her trite interests are centered. 
What can these world-promoters know of the all-en
grossing Object of the little company who "thought 
upon His name" ; (Mai. 11:10—see Luke 3 ; 3 8 ) ; 
their interests are wide apart, as node as heaven is 
from earth. There is but one who can really aid 
her, and site is on the way, evidently, to him, for she 
reaches the wall, where her veil' is removed, and she 
stands exposed; like Peter, when he went out and 
wept bitterly (Luke 22 :62) ; uncovered, not only to 
those around her, but to herself, so that she may see 
the havoc a little self-indulgence has wrought. 

Verse 8—1 ADJURE YOU, O DAUGHTERS OF 
JERUSALEM, IF YE FIND MY BELOVED, 

W H A T W I L L YE TELL HIM? THAT 
I AM SICKENING FROM LOVE, 

This expression daughters of Jerusalem is quite 
remarkable, standing substantially for the testi
mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy in Rev. 
10 :10; and occurs seven times in the Song, viz ; 1 :5-
2:7-3:5, 10-5 :S, 10-8:4; and it is instructive to see, 
that, just at this point, where her testimony has so 
miserably broken down, she frankly faces this spirit 
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of testimony, and adjures it to testify of her love for 
the one she seeks. She is sickening or zveakcning 
front the effects of love upon her, now that she has 
discovered how far her sloth has isolated her from 
the one who alone can Satisfy. 

Verse 0—(Daughters of Jerusalem) W H A T IS 
THY BELOVED, MORE THAN ANY 
OTHER BELOVED, O THOU FAIR ONE 
AMONG THE WOMEN? WHAT IS 
THY BELOVED MORE THAN ANY 
OTHER BELOVED, THAT THOU 

HAST THUS ADJURED US? 
This reminds us of our Lord's question to Peter 

and the rest, "But whom say ye that T am?" a ques
tion which ought to search every heart to day. She 
has a good confession, her exercises have not been 
lost upon her. 
Verse 10—(She)— MY B E L O V E D IS G L I S T E N -

ING, AND RUDDY, B A N N E R E D A B O V E 
MYRIADS. 

This word glistening is used in Lam. 4 ;7 for 
whiter, in the sense of dazzling, or clear, pure; like
wise used in conjunction with ruddy as here. In 
Lam;. Zion's sons had, in the Lord's thought, been 
comparable " to fine gold, her Nazarites were purer 
than snow, they were whiter than milk, they were 
more ruddy in body than rubies;' ' two opposite col
ors difficult to reconcile except in a spiritual sense, 
when it becomes easy enough; the dazzling applying 
to the extreme purity, or separateness of character 
of these Nazarites, while ruddy would apply to the 
true, manly spirit maintained by them, ruddy com
ing from1 the same root as man. 
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l.n the holy rn<H\nt, our Lord's raiment was ichifeJ 

effulgent (New Travis. Luke 0 :29) , and similarly 
the bride sees the beloved to be. Bannered obofc 
mvna-ds {as an overcomer) . 

Striking- contrast tins with the Nazari tes of Jeru
salem in Lain. ; they had defiled their dazzling1 gar
ments by wallowing in all sorts of corruption; they 
had blurred their ruddv complexions by indulgence 
in all manner of Just: but here is one who has over
come where ail others had been overcome, true only, 
of course, of the One greater than Solomon. 

[1] Verse U — H I S H E A D IS F I N E S T GOLD. 

Gold is the recognised king of the precious 
metals, t he standard of values in all civilized coun
tries, and a symbol of divine glory in the Word of 
God : and the bride sees her lovers head as gold of 
fine gold as it is literally. 

[2] HIS LOCKS EMINENCES, BLACK AS 
T H E RAVEN. 

Ufs harks, winch but recent!v were filled with the 
night-mists, are now bushy and prominent, and not 
grcv, as though decrepitude were creeping on. but 
black as a coord,, indicating the full vigor and 
strength of manhood. Sin. giving a loose rein to 
kists, ;md selfdndulgene.e have not wrought their 
decaying effects upon this bridegroom, as, alas, upon 
so many. 

[3] Verse 12— HIS E Y E S ARE AS D O V E S 
U P O N C H A N N E L S OF W A T E R S , B A T H E D IN 

MILK, SITTING U P O N F U L N E S S . 

The dove, as we have seen (chap. 1 :13)T is the 
bird of heaven, the bird of love and of sorrow ; and 
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here the doves are seen upon the channels of paters; 
the leading- thought in the word for channel being 
restrain!- holdhi" in. 

Divine righteousness, divine glory, is what our 
heavenly Br idegroom has ever been holding out to 
His people, as indicated by the gold; H e calls "by 
glory and vir tue" (2- Pet. 1:3) , and what sorrow 
and grief to find such love so indifferently received, 
and so feebly responded to. " O Jerusalem, Jeru
salem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them, 
that are sent unto thee; bow often would J have 
gathered thy children together, as a hen her brood 
under her wings, and ye would not." (Luke 13 :3 i ) . ' 
"And when He was come near, He beheld the city, 
and wept over it." ( 1 9 : 4 1 ) . 

The city of His tender care and solicitude, knows 
not the time of her visitation, hence her house is left 
to her desolate, but riot, forever, only "until the time 
come when ye dial! say Blessed is lie that cometh in 
the name of the L o r d / 1 ("13 :3a) . 

And how often have those eye? of love looked 
upon the bride as upon Peter on the occasion of his 
base denial, "^im] the Lord turned, and looked upon 
Peter,—and Peter went out and wept bitterly.'5 

(22 -M, 63 ) . As with Ephraim of old " H o w shall 
T give thee up, E'pbraim? how shall I deliver thee, 
Israel? how shall I make thee as Adinah? how shall 
I set thee as Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned within 
me, my repent tugs are kindled together ;" ( H o s . 
11:8) and yet in verse 12 he is forced to say 
"Ephra im compasseth me about with lies, and the 
house of Israel with deceit.1' But Ephraim is yet 
to learn his lesson, this love and sorrow are yet to 
bear fruit, for l i e saj-s 'T will heal their back-slid
ing, I will love them freely;" and Ephraim- will yet 
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say "What have T to do any more with idols? I 
have heard Hint, and observed Hiro." (Hos . 
14:4. S)_ The bride has. however, learned this les
son, and further, that these eyes are bathed in milk, 
dvceU'w.g npnji fv.hicss; so that there is the needed 
succor for the back-shding- one, and it is in plenty. 
"F rom me is thv fruit found : who is. wise, and he 
shall understand these things? prudent, and lie sha.ll 
know them-? for the ways of the Lord are right, and 
the just shall walk in theme" (Hos . 14:8, 9 ) . 

[4] Verse 13—HIS C H E E K S A R E AS T H E 
S P I C E - B E D S , T O W E R S O F S P I C E M I X E R S . 

W c have commented on the cheek in speaking1 on 
chap. 1 :'\0. The cheeks are commonly the tell-tale 
(.if the em-nti'vis going' on within; here they speak 
only of fragrance, where it is produced, and the 
skill required in its preparation, the word spice-
•mixer coming" from a root simplifying" to mix (or 
compound') ointment (or spice) ; practically the 
same word is nsed in Neh, 3 :S for apotliccaidcw The 
word is used in Ex. 30 :2ar ?,?>, both as substantive 
and verb. T o the bride, then, the bridegroom's 
cheeks are comparable only to the source of this won
drous perfume, and the place of its compounding. 

[5] H I S L I P S A R E L I L I E S , D R O P P I N G S O F 
M Y R R H PASSING OVER. 

The lips of the bride were considered when look
ing" at chap. -I:", where they formed the 4th item in 
the list, of points lie was admiring, while here they 
constitute die hth point in her list of his virtues. 
The number five is strikingly connected, with the 
Word of God. On the fifth day the Creator-God 
•peaks to H i s creatures for the first time (Gen. 

sha.ll
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1:22). And the Bible, the complete, revealed 
Word of God, is constructed on the Pentatetichol 
plan, the five books of Moses affording the pattern. 

These lips being lilies, would suggest the absolute 
righteousness of what issued from them, the good 
confession witnessed by die true Bridegroom; before 
Pontius Pilate, being- a sample. (1 Tim. <?:!?>) 
Note that lilies are absolutely dependent upon water, 
and water is a symbol of the word (cf. Luke -1:4) 
and. the ground upon which H e is "God-blessed for
ever," (Ps . 45 :2) and observe that "Shoshannirn." 
in the title of this Psalm, means lilies. Droppings 
of myrrh passing over. Allusion has been already 
made to myrrh in connection with chap. 3 :<) and 4- :(i, 
where we saw that, in figure, it looked on to the 
sufferings of Christ ; so here; in the lover's lips is 
more than mere righteousness, there is the trespass-
offering aspect of the cross; "Then I restored that 
which T took not away" (Ps.. 09 :4 ) , and remark 
that, this psalm has in its title upon Shoshannim 
(i, e. lilies). The gone! confession of our Lord 
would have been perfect as righteousness without 
these droppings of myrrh, but how little would it 
have availed for sinners, bad these droppings not 
passed over, 

[6] Verse 14—HIS H A N D S ARE CYLINDERS 
(CIRCLES) OF GOLD IN T H E JASPER 

FILLINGS. 

PI ere we see that the hands and the head are 
agreed, both are of gold. Not always do a man's 
hands carry out what the head approves as right, 
but in the bridegroom, divine glory, as figured by 
the fine gold, governs everything, and is carried 
faithfully into effect by the hands. 
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Note, the word for gold is not the same as those 
used in v. 11 in connection with the head, but the 
ordinary word for it, as in Gen. 2 ; 11, 12-; leaving 
room for the thought that the hands of Him who 
is the T rue Bridegroom, must needs do strange 
•:i'ork (dsa, 28 :21), when the time canes for Hi in to 
come and "destroy th-ern who destroy the ear th" 
( Rev. 11 :1S) . With this agrees the word rendered 
Jasper, •which ss often given as- Tarshish. and comes 
from a root signifying to beat down, (as in Jer. 
5 : 1 7 - - Mai. 1 :4) . 

[7] HIS BELLY IS SKILLED IVORY, 
COVERED IN SAPPHIRES. 

The word for ur/7y is usually rendered howcis, 
and often used as the seal of die emotions, as in |er, 
'M:-J.O. The word fen- shrdeti is rather difficult, 
being rendered shine in Jer. f> : iS, and bright in E.dv. 
97:1!). while in Jon. 1 T. it is rendered think, and 
in Job. 12:~>—Ps. l !T:+, it is fb.ought, and this is 
doubtless the primary idea in all the passages; hence 
skilled, as though much thought had been expended 
upon it. 

As number sctrii in the list of members which the 
bride is thus describing, it would seem to- bring us 
hack again to file head in a certain sense: the bead, 
being the place where reason is enthroned, while the 
belly, as used here, is the seat of the emotions. 

Rarely arc these two, the -reasoning power and the 
emotional faculty, working in harmony, but here 
they are in perfect accord, as the number of rest and 
perfection would in itself indicate, but strengthened, 
and accounted for by the fact that it is covered 
(girt) with sapphires: the word for sapphire com
ing from a root meaning- to count. relate, -record. In 
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some of its derivatives, it is rendered •zeriting, book, 
record; so that these thoughts, these emotions are 
controlled by the "tcnt-iugs, as sopplilres might, not 
inaccurately, be rendered. These things are grouped 
together in P,s. 130:10, 17," thine eyes did see nay 
.substance, yet being- imperfect; and in thy book all 
my members were written, which in continuance 
were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them-. 
How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O 
God, how great is the sum of them." These emo
tions are controlled by the written Word. For 
ivory the reader is referred to what is said of it in 
the notes on chap. 7:5. 

[8] Verse 15—HIS LEGS ARE PILLARS OF 
MARBLE, FOUNDED UPON BASES 

(SOCKETS) OF FINE GOLD. 

The word for leg is often rendered shoulder, as in 
Lev. 7 :34, and comes from a root signifying to sus
tain, carry on (affairs). In the heave offering it 
seems to represent the strength or value of what it 
was a part of, as in the ram of consecration (Ex. 
29:27), where the whok strength of the ram was 
made -over to Aaron and his sons. 

These pillars are of marble (or alabaster), found
ed upon bases (or sockets) of fine gold. "He de-
iighteth not in the strength -of the horse; he taketh 
not pleasure in the legs of a man," (Ps. 147:10). 
Here we have a parallel,, and from it we may see 
that the leg's stand, in a sense, for the whole man. 

Thus we see s)nribolizeci here, full power to sus
tain and carry on, according to the glory of God 
(the gold), all that is put upon our Bridegroom; 
and as number eight in the series, it agrees with 
part of His name in Isa. 9:6, viz; "The Father of 
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eternity." All that. He has undertaken, those pil
lars will hold up to the glory of God forever. 

[9] HIS MANIFESTATION IS AS T H E 
LEBANON, CHOICE AS T H E CEDARS. 

Manifestation is a. strong- word, implying' the full 
display of what he is; agreeing" with the number of 
the point described, the ninth ( ~ 3 x 8 ) ; while Lc-
bamvi appears to he the exvreme limit of growth or 
production ; the limit of development. " He spake 
of trees, from, the cedar tree that is in Lebanon, 
even unto the hyssop that, springeth out of the wall.'1 

(1 King" 4:;hi) . It is from the same root as the 
word for moon. 'The king* of Assyria had said 
"with the multitude of my chariots I am. come up 
to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Le-
hnnon." (2 Ki. :it);2o). "The righteous shall 
flourish tike the palm tree ; he shall grow- like a cedar 
in Lebanon." (Ps . 92 :12) , 

The wilderness is to be made to blossom ere long, 
"The g]orv of Lebanon shall be given unto i ts ' 
f Isa. ;}':; :2). See 00 :13) . 

The cedar stands as the fullest expression of this, 
with the added thought of fragrance and durability. 

[10] Verse 16—HIS P A L A T E IS S W E E T -
NESSES, A N D ALL OF HIM DESIRABLE

NESSES. 

The word palate comes from: a word signifying 
to train, to arrange. It is trained to detect with the 
utmost nicety what is good and what is not (see 
Heb. •>:1-i-}. Abranr's servants were trained (Gen. 
14:14) ; i. e. sensitive to, and able to- discern, their 
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masters interests, and keen to respond to them, Aud 
alt (the whole) of him is desirablenesses. 

This is the summary of what the bride has found 
in her lover, and she makes a full and hold confes
sion, thereof. 

THIS IS MY BELOVED, AND THIS IS MY 
FRIEND, O DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Verse 1—(Daughters of J e r u s a l e m ) — W H I T H E R 
H A S T H Y B E L O V E D G O N E , O T H O U P A I R 
O N E A M O N G T H E W O M E N ? W H I T H E R 
HAS T H Y B E L O V E D T U R N E D ? A N D W E 

W I L L S E E K H I M W I T H T H E E , 

W E must not omit to note that the bride is not 
mere!)' the fairest among ic-omrn, but the 

foir one; showing that the Lord reckons none fair 
but His beloved people. 

The bride's confession of zcha! the beloved is to 
her, has had its effect upon the daughters of Jeru
salem (;is to which see remarks on chap. 5 :S) ; so 
that they would seek him with her. And how in
structive to note, that she has not only learned some 
precious lessons as to ivhat he is, but she can now 
tell where he is. 

Verse £ ~ ( S h e ) — M Y B E L O V E D HAS G O N E 
D O W N T O H I S G A R D E N , T O T H E S P I C E 
B E D S , T O S H E P H E R D IN T H E G A R D E N S , 

A N D TO G A T H E R L I L I E S . 

In chap. 1. :7 she is enquiring- where he shepherds 
his flock, nnd hring-s them to rest at noon; but now 
she has learned his ways, and can tell others. 

He has gone down. So it must be with our Be
loved if H e would reach His poor, wandering 
sheep; how often must H e needs stoop to take their 
soiled feet into His blessed hands (John 13 :1-17) 
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in order that those sheep may have / w f v-ifh Him. 
W e have seen what his- garden is. in commenting 

on chap. 4:12, and now he has gone down to it. to 
exercise his shepherd care in the gardens, which 
seems to suggest "other sheep I have, which are not 
of this fold: them.1 I mnst bring, and they shall hear 
my voice; and there shall he one flock, one shep
herd". ( John 10 :16) . But not only has he gone 
clown to exercise hi? shepherd rare, he has g-one "to 
gather lilies/ ' The shepherd care must come First, 
of course, since only the wicked servant can think 
of one "gather ing where he had not $t rawed" 
(Matt . 2a :2f>). In Eph. 2, we are first of all saved 
by grace." not of works, lest any man should boast," 
and then "created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we shonld 
walk in them." (vv. 8-10). The lily lias been 
dwelt upon ( 2 : 1 ) , and we need not repeat what, has 
been said, but she lias evidently learned thnt the 
gardener cultivate^ for fruit, and he has gone to 
gather, and at once she re«n-om1s in what must he in 
his sight, the choicest of lilies. 

Verse 3—1 AM. MY BELOVED'S, A N D MY BB-
L O V E D IS M I N E : T H B S H E P H E K D AMONG 

T H E LILIES. 

If we compare this verse with verse 1G of chap. 2, 
we shall find great similarity, and yet an important 
difference. Many a precious soul can say Jesus is 
mine, and conceive that their love for Him is so 
great that they would lay down their life for Him, 
Peter loved the blessed Lord, and reckoned that his 
love was strong- enough to carry him into death for 
H i m : " I will lay down my life for thy sake; Jesus 
answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my 
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sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee. The cock 
shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice," 
(John 18:37, YS) Peter must needs learn, not only 
that. Jesus was precious to him, but that he was pre
cious to Jesus; that although he might let go of 
Christ, Christ would not let go of Peter. He 
learned this lesson at the sea of Tiberias, after Jesus 
had risen from the dead (John 21 :1-1.7), He had 
declared Y-\]tbough all shall be offended, yet will 
not I'*1 (Mark 14:30). but now the hord asks him 
"Lovest thou me more than (do) these? he says to 
Him, Yea, Pord : Thou knowest that: I have affec
tion for Thee. He says to him : Feed my lambs. 
He savs to him again a second time, Simon, sou of 
Tonas, lovest thou me? he savs to Him, Yea, Lord; 
Thou knowest that I have affection for Thee. He 
says to him. Shepherd my sheep. He says to him 
the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, h(Tsf thou affec
tion for me? Peter was grieved because Pie said 
to him the third time, Hast thou affection for me? 
and said to Him. Lord, Thou knowest all things; 
Thou knowest that I have affection for Thee," (lit. 
trans, Y so that now, when Peter gets an honest 
look at the love which he had thought would carry 
him through death for the blessed Lord; he is un
willing" to own that it is love, merely affection. 

How many dear children of God have not learned 
Peter's lesson; they love the Lord, but are trusting 
to that hwe to keep them, instead of to the Lord 
Himself. Who alone cm keep (see Jucle 24). Such 
have to. find that their holding on is no better than 
Peter's, and would fail them at the least adverse 
breath. Such are really between 2 :lfi and 6 :f> 
of Song, not: having learnt as vet that they are a 
treasure to Christ, a treasure which cost Plim His 
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life, "the g'ood shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep." "Who loved roe, and gave Himself for 
me/" (John 10 ;11_-Gal. 2 :90) ." 

Early in the Song the bride could sing "My be
loved is mine,-' but what exercise she lias passed 
through before she can reach these high notes "I am 
my beloved's;" and how delighted must be the heart 
of our Bridegroom; to hear the strain break forth 
from one of His own, purchased at such infinite 
cost: it shows appreciation of, and response to, the 
awful agony of the cross. In each case it is insisted 
upon that "he is the shepherd among- the lilies.'7 

Lilies .suggesting- the righteous; and as lilies grow 
in the low places, we gather that our Lover exer
cises His shepherd care among His own, among the 
lowly (see Tsa. 57:15) ; the most prominent feature 
in the lily is its dependence upon water, and water 
is a symbol of the word of God. 

Verse 4 ~ (He)—THOU ART FAIR, O MY SHEP
HERDESS, AS TIRZAH: COMELY AS JERU
SALEM: TERRIBLE, AS THE BANNERED 

ONES. 

He ts now free ^o respond to her confession; she 
has found that she was precious to him. he now tells 
her hoiv precious. Fair as Fiscally Tirzah means 
she -a-ill delight. Comely as Jerusalem; Jerusalem 
meaning teach ye pence. 

Terrible as the bannered ones. The order here 
is beautiful. 

a: fair 
b : comely 
c.: terrible 

a: Fair is how she appears to him, she affords 
him delight; this must have the first place. 
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(John 21:10, and "Christ shall be magnified in my 
body, whether by life or by death." (Phib 1:20, 
comp. Rev1. (>:!>). It is to be remarked that the 
word teeth is in the dual, so that we should read thy 
hi'O (rows of) teeth, and as these are used in mas
ticating and chewing the cud, we are reminded that 
in the bride's case the truth was thoroughly digest
ed, and hence the growth, and double fruitftdness. 

(1 ) . Her temples are described as in 4:3, but 
here they are. in the 4f/i- place, indicating-, no doubt, 
that the theory of 4 :f> is now U> be put in practice, as 
will assuredly be the case, if the teeth have done 
their necessary work. 

Verse 8—THERE ARE SIXTY QUEENS, AND 
EIGHTY CONCUBINES, AND VIRGINS IN

NUMERABLE. 

These are now brought forward, doubtless, in or
der to compare the bride with them, and to shoAV 
that she surpasses them all. "Many daughters 
have done virtuously, but thou excel Jest them all." 
(Prov. 31:20). 

Verse 9—MY DOVE, SHE IS ONE: MY PER
FECT ONE, SHE IS ONE TO HER MOTHER; 
SHE. IS PURE TO THE ONE WHO BROUGHT 

HER FORTH. 

"Adam gave names to- all cattle, and to the fowl 
of the air. and to every beast of the field; but for 
Adam there was not found an help-meet for him," 
(Gen, 2:20). The queens, the concubines and the 
virgms, are brought forward to show that the bride 
is unique, she surpasses them, all She is the one 
pearl of great price, for which tile Finder gives ad 
that He had (Matt. 13:46). As a dove she is a 
bird of heaven, perfect because of what he has made 
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her (Eph. 5 :25-2T) ; unique to him, and it is in this 
sense we are to understand "a peculiar people J 

(1 Pet. 29) peculiar to Him (i. e. solely His ) , 
She is unique to her mother, suggesting" Gab 

4:26—"but Jerusalem which is above is free, which 
is our mother;" that is, the result of promise, not of 
covenant keeping", and the bride is unique even to 
such (comp. Rom. P :Q and read "tins word is of 
promise"). She is also pure to- her bn'ng-er forth, 
referring no doubt to her being likewise the product 
of faith ; "For ye are all the cbikhren of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus" (Ga.l, 3:26) ; and on this principle 
she is pure, the heart being purified hv faith (Acts 
15 :9 ) . ' 

DAUGHTERS SAW HER, AND PRONOUNCED 
HER HAPPY, QUEENS AND CONCUBINES, 

AND PRAISED HER. 
We are reminded here of Rev. 3 :9—-"Behold, I 

will make them: to come and worship before thy feet, 
and to know that I have loved thee." (comp. Prov. 
31:38-31). 

Verse 10—WHO IS THIS, T H E LOOKER 
FORTH AS THE, DAWN ; 

FAIR AS T H E MOON; 
BRIGHT AS THE, SUN; 
TERRIBLE AS T H E BANNERED ONES? 

There are four features here, to which attentive 
.study is called :— 

[1]. The looker-forth as the dawn. It is not 
one who is looking casually, or occasionally, but a 
looker-forth, one who has that character: the word 
itself conveying" the idea of one looking from one 
situation to another in contrast with it; as Sisera's 
mother: she was looking forth from a state of ter-
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rible suspense to the coming of her son laden with 
the spoils of victory (Jud. 5:28). Here it has the 
article, which makes it definite,, she is the only one 
so looking; looking- forth from a state of darkness 
and slumber, to the approaching- morning; she is 
awake whilst others are asleep. The overcomer in 
Rev. 2 :ihS is promised the morning- star. The sun 
arises and calls to a day of activity, whether of joy 
or of sorrow ; but the morning star conies before the 
sun-rise, shining calm; and still, appealing' to the 
heart of the looker forth who mnst needs be awake 
whilst the multitude are asleep. And how the heart 
of the One represented by the Morning Star would 
he likewise touched, may we not say, by this solitary 
watcher [noting forth for Him? it is a special, lov
ing link between them, which tongue cannot portray. 

(2). Fair as the moon. There are several1 words 
for ni'-on in Hebrew, but this is one from lab an, 
signifying to be tohite; it is not the moon in her 
ever-varying character as partly dark, or altogether 
so; but the full-orbed luminary, with her face full-
turned toward the sun, and fully toward the earth, 
from! which she is distant, separate, yet shining 
upon, with no rartlvivcss hct7"<wif with full blaze of 
light, not. her own. but his, in whose overwhelming 
ravs her own will willingly retreat when he ap
pears on the scene. She may gaze with unveiled 
face upon the golden brilliancy of the absent-sun, 
ami transmit those dazzling rays to earth as mel
lowed s-ik'cr, symbol of the atonement, answering to 
her number two in this series, (the redemption 
number), and at the same time testifying to the 
grace (as we come to the application) which has 
made her thus separate from earth, putting "a divi
sion (marg. Vede.inpt.ion'") between nw people and 

Vede.inpt.ion'
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thy people;'1 (Ex. 8 :23) ; enabling her to say "We 
all, with unveiled face beholding" as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image 
from: glory to glory." (2 Cor, 3:18). 

(3). Bright as the sun. This, the third point, 
speaks of full manifestation. The sun ushers- in 
the day of manifestation, the day of glory. "And 
when He Who is our life shah lye manifested, then 
shall we also he manifested with Him in glory." 
(Col. 3 : i ) . A day this, which will awake "some to 
everlasting hie, and some to shame and everlasting' 
contempt." (Danl. 1 2 : 2 ) ; a terrible day indeed 
for those whoi have rejected Christ. 

(4). Terrible as the bannered ones. The num
ber four is suggestive of experience, testing, earthly 
completeness, and as 3 + 1 , manifestation with divine 
sovereignty. These bannered ones are overcomers, 
they are bannered as victors over the darkness they 
have been surrounded with. 

On the fourth day God set luminaries in the heav
ens, not only to divide between the day and the 
night, and to give light upon the earth ; but for signs 
(Gen. 1 :Ti) ; and now it is seen who have observed 
those signs, and who have refused their testimony, 
(compare Isa. 30:26.) Here the bride conies forth 
practically, according to what was said of her in 
verse 4. 

Verse 11—I WENT DOWN TO T H E GARDEN 
OF SEPARATION, TO SEE THE IN

HERITANCE IN ITS FRESH, GREEN 
SHOOTS ; TO SEE HAS THE VINE 

SPROUTED? THE POMEGRAN
ATES HAVE BLOSSOMED. 

He ivenf dn-een. Tie shepherds among the Hiies: 
and lilies grow in the valleys, the valley suggesting 
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lowliness, hum-dity. "I dwell in the high and holy-
place, with him also'that is of a contrite and hum-hie 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to re
vive the heart of the contrite ones." (Isa. 57 :1b). 
Since God is what He is, and man what he is; He 
can only look for fruit in the low places where what 
descends from heaven is held, and absorbed, (see 
Heb. 6:7, S) ; does not flow off upon the surface-

To the garden of separation; the word for separ
ation, e g o " , is usually rendered nuts, but it is in the 
sing-u]ar, and we have no trace of such a garden, 
nor of any such word anywhere else, nor is there a 
root in Hebrew containing' those radicals. We are 
quite at liberty, however, to reckon this first letter a 
preformative, and then we have two roots from 
which the word may be derived, e. g\ g u sf~tQ pess 
over (or away), as in Ps. 90:9—Num. 11. aH— 
brought over; and g a-s a z. — to shear, cut off, as 
in Dent. Lwl9- -Nah . 1 :12. There is also a kin
dred root gazah, —~ to sever as in Ps. 71:6, but 
this is somewhat dub. The initial letter as a pre-
formative. stands for the 1st person sing, int. / 
shall be shorn- (or severed). On the one hand cut 
off from the mass of mere profession, as being* the 
peculiar portion of the bridegroom; and on the other 
hand severed, ostracised, perhaps sheared too, by 
reason of that very fact. 

It is faith on the part of the bride which looks 
forward with this personal confession, saying / 
siedf and this the bridegroom is looking for (Mai. 
o :](>)- as preparatory to- fruit, and must respond to-, 
the moment be detects the least sign of it, as in Matt. 
-"> :1.3 to I T The moment Jesus beholds His people 
talcing their place in death, it becomes a righteous 
thing for Him- to take His place with them, thus 



TII.K SONG, oi? SONGS. 10.1 

identifying' them with. Himself in death. His death. 
Here fruit may confidently be looked for, and this 
much the bridegroom sees, for it is the name (or 
character) of the garden which he goes da-tun to; in
deed it is that which brings him down, down to be 
with, that very first movement of life; dnven to see 
the inheritance in its fresh, green shoots. The word 
for inheritance is often rendered ivlicy (by Eastern 
geographers iecidy), as indicating- a riverbed which 
is sometimes a roaring torrent, at other times a dry 
valley. We are no doubt to use the word in both 
senses, as is often the case in Heb. as in other 
tongues. We mnst remember, in our application 
of this, that "The Lord's portion is His people. 
Jacob is the lot of His inheritance." And he must 
needs go dniai to see the first signs of moisture- in 
this ivady which had been drv so long, and feast his 
eyes npo-n the green shoots of his sodong-barren •/»-
hcritance. 

Applying this to the godly remnant passing' 
through the great tribulation, these green shoots of 
the inheritance, would be the martyred remnant of 
that terrible time of Jacob's trouble; those slain un
der the fifth seal (Rev. C> :<>-ll: see 13 :?, 15) ; these 
are again referred to in. Rev, 20 :4, to show conclu
sively that they have part in the first resurrection, 
although the first resurrection, in its main features, 
had already taken place when the Lord came for 
His church. 

To see has the vine -budded? The vine, as we 
have seen (see on 2 :13) is a symbol of Israel taken 
out of Egypt and planted in the land under the Ie^al 
covenant. There is a question as to the vine, which 
had received such care and cultivation, and fruit so 
long looked for. but only wild grapes found (Isa, 
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;"i:l-7). As to the pomegranate there is no such 
question; the pcnricgrarnilcs h~vc bhssnmcd; and at 
once we must think of the True Bridegroom, the 
One who was dead but now alive forevennore; now 
identifying Himself with this remnant, who refuse 
the mark of the beast, and are slain for their faith
fulness; the}' lose earthly blessing- but gain heavenly, 
and the Bridegroom' identifies Himself with them-, 
not as in Elijah's case, in a whirlwind (2 Kings 
3 :1L 12), but nn the devotedness-to-death of His 
people, they are taken to heaven immediately on 
their martyrdom, hi glorified bodies: 

Verse 12—ERE I KNEW IT, MY SOUL SET ME 
ON T H E CHARIOTS OF MY W I L L I N G 

P E O P L E . 

ll'UH-iig People; a title not much used in the his
tory of God's people, but used at last, in the day 
when He exercises His power. 

"The Lord said unto my Lord, sit Thou at my 
right hand, until T make Thine enemies Thy foot
stool. The Lord shall send the rod of Thy strength 
out of Zion; rule Thou in the midst of Thine ene
mies. Thy people shall" be willing in the day of Thy 
power, m the beauties of holiness from the womb 
of the morning-/' (Ps. 110:1-3). The blessed 
Lord had offered Himself to His poor people, when 
here on earth, but then in anguish of heart He was 
compelled to say {<ye would not;" they knew not the 
time of their visitation ; and ever since, their house 
had been desolate, until now they can say "Blessed 
is he that cometh m the name of the Lord." (com
pare Matt. 23:39—Luke 19:41-44). 

We have now reached a most important point in 
the history of the earthly people of God; a point 
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corresponding' with Rev. 12:6 to 17; the martyred 
remnant reckoned, with the church, and the Old 
Testament saints, as part of the first resurrection, 
and caught up with the man child to God and His 
throne, in verse 5. W e have to do- now, in type, 
with a remnant, spared to pass thn.mgh the fiery 
furnace, the time of Jacob's trouble, but ko shall be 
saved out of it. 



CHAPTER VII. 

T m i SPARED EARTHLY R15MNAST. 

Verse 1—RETURN, RETURN, O S H U L A M I T E ; 
RETURN, R E T U R N : AND W E W I L L SEE 

IN THEE. 

| ,\: the Hebrew Bible, chapter VI'I begins here' ami 
•*• this is plainly the tame beginning, since we have 
to do now with another comparm, which, in a cer
tain sense, replaces the Slndnmite, so suddenly and 
mysteriously removed from the scene. She has dis
appeared, but there are those left behind who would 
call her hack. Manifestly these are not those who 
make merry, and send gifts over the death of God's 
witnesses in. Rev. 11:.10. These are evidently 
friends, not foes; but why wmld they recall the 
Shulamite? And we will, see in thee, See here is 
a. word for inward, spiritual perception, from the 
same root as seer in "1 Sam. 9 :f>, and they would take 
knmvledge of the Shulamite in all that her name 
means, for that, of course, expresses what she is. 
Shulamite is from a root, meaning to be complete at 
peace, perfect; and is closely allied to Solomon. The 
name has the article, so that her name means The 
perfect one. How fully does she answer to her 
name: perfect in the sense of having" bodies in heav
en, (see Heb. 11 :40), and perfect in completing the 
companv of heavenly, glorified saints, as also per
fect as answering- to all His purposes for her. (See 
Jude 24.) 
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(He)—WHAT WILL YE SEE IN THE 
SHULAMITE? 

(She)—AS THE DANCING OF THE TWO 
ARMIES (MAHANAIM). 

Having- the article The Mahmuiim- is quite definite, 
and no doubt refers us to the Mahanaim of Gen. 
32:2 (margin 'double host, or two camps') ; where 
Jacob and his camp are met by another, a heavenly 
host, and so he called the nan^e of that place double 
camp. (Mali an ami). 

It is interesting" to note that Jacob .sees this heav
enly camp just at the point when he lias parted from 
Laban, who has chased him for stealing- his idols, 
after he had oppressed hint and changed his ivages 
ten times; a picture, no doubt, of the very point we 
have readied in the Song. Jacob does not see these 
two camps dancing- however, there was little of danc
ing in Jacob's history nor are they in, fact seen danc
ing' here, but as dancing. The awful furnace of the 
great tribulation .must be passed through before the 
dance can come, bnt it is in sight. 

What beautiful faith is seen here; a double camp; 
one an heavenly, suddenly removed, caught away; 
the other an earthly, but seeking- to be a reflex of 
the heavenly, on its way to Bethel (the house of 
God), but before reaching' it, to pass through all the 
•exercises depicted in Gen. ?>2 to 3S :7. This lull
ing dnv.ghicr sees that the martyred remnant has 
been caught away out of the scene, and is thus "pro
voked to emulation" (Rom: 11:14), and her faith 
is stirred. 

How precious must this first movement of faith 
be in the eyes of Him who wept over Jerusalem be
cause He found so little of it? Hence he turns at 
once to express his admiration. 
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Verse 8—(He)—1* H D W FAIR ARE THY 
FEET IN THE SHOES, O WILLING 

DAUGHTER. 

The word for feet here, is not the ordinary one. It 
is from a word signifying- to impel, to be opportune 
(as in Judg. 13 :25 to move") ; and is itself rendered 
variously, as e. g. time, twice, now, etc. (Josh. 
10:42—2 Sani. 'a3 :8—Gen. 41:32 -29:34). The 
leading thought in the word being opportune im
pulse; and these first impulses of faith he is swift: to 
detect and admire. But their beauty is in connec
tion with the shoes. Tin's word lias the definite ar
ticle, so we are expected to know something about 
shoes (or sandals., it is the same word for both) ; 
lthe meaning- of the root is to bar, lock, secure; used 
in 4:12 for a garden, barred; and the word for shoe 
is also rendered bar as securing, and shoes as being 
secured to the foot, ihit shoe is used with distinct 
symbolic meaning- in Scripture. 

In Dent. 25 :9," K) we read "Then shall his broth
er's wife come unto hinr in the presence of the 
elders, and loose his shoe from off his foot, and spit 
in bis face, and shall answer, and say, so shall it lie 
done unto that man that will not build up his 
brother's house; and his name shall1 be called in 
Israel, The house of him- that hath his shoe loosed." 
This injunction is acted upon in Ruth 4:6-8, where 
it is a question of the redemption of the inheritance. 
The kinsman who could only redeem on the ground 
of righteousness (i. e. the law) was unable to re
deem, so he drczc off his shoe; he was alien to the 
jnhevitance, Boaz was bound to it. These feet then, 
these forward opportune iwpidses are suitably shod, 
they are in shoes which are fastened to an inherit
ance, and they are- fair to him-, who now gives to the 
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feeble, persecuted remnant, just starting; upon the 
path of faith (see Rev. 12:14-17), the title of will
ing daughter. The latter part of this name is some
times rendered prince, and prince's daughter is not 
inaccurate, but the primary meaning" of the root is 
to be rcilling; and forms the latter part of the name 
"Ammi'nadib" (6:12) , as it is the latter part of this 
name in Hebrew; Bath-nadib; the two parts of the 
name being- rather more closely tied together than 
is common with a mere genitive, daughter of, which 
after all would have little force in this connection, 
while willing daughter has the closest possible con
nection with our subject. Daughter would suggest 
fruit—fruit of a will which was now right towards 
God, in contrast with Jerusalem; of old, who would 
not when the Lord wept over it. As a type, the 
woman suggests a fruitful principle, product of will-
htguess is the thought. (See Rev, 14:4, 5) . 

2* THE TURNINGS OF THY THIGHS ARE 
AS ORNAMENTS, THE HANDIWORK OF A 

MASTER-WORKMAN. 

The word for thigh is commonly rendered side as 
in Ex, 26 :22, hut with the idea of something hidden 
or mysterious, beyond human ken, as P.s. 48 :2—-
Isa. 14 :13—3? :24—Jer. 6 :32—Ezk. 32 :23. There 
appears to be direct connection between sides and 
the immutable counsel of God. Abram's- servant 
sware with his hand under his master's thigh ; David 
and his men remained in the sides of the cave." spite 
of the fact that Saul was after him with an army of 
3000 men. (1 Sa. 24:2-4), and with Saul in his pow
er, would not harm. him. simply cut off the skirt of 
his robe. David retreated into the immutable coun
sel of God; he had been anointed for the throne, the 



108 THE; S O F C OP SONGS. 

Lord would place him there in due time, he had not 
to spoil matters by taking- them: into his own hands 
—he remained in the skies of the cave. Jonah had 
been sent to Nineveh, but went his own way first. 
In the mighty tempest which arose he seems to have 
recovered his spiritual poise, for when everybody 
else was in the deepest distress, Jonah 'May, and was 
fast asleep," (Chap. 1 :5). He had gone down into 
the sides of the ship. The living God had sent 
Jonah to Nineveh, and to- Nineveh he was going-; 
they might throw him overboard, but he would 
reach Nineveh. 

So the Willing daughter evidently, has laid hold 
of the living God; He had said to Abraham and I 
will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the 
land wherein thou art a stranger, and all the land 
of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will 
be their God." (Gen. 17:8) . Was the Sbulamite 
the fulfilment of this promise? No, indeed; then it 
remained, remained for believers (Heb. 4:3-9} ; and 
this daughter retreated into the immutable counsel 
of God; and her feet, which, with forward impulse 
had donned the shoes which hound her to the inherit
ance, with thighs which gave the ground of her 
hope. 

But it is the turnings of the thighs which are com
pared to jewels; the word so rendered being used in 
the verbal form in 5:6 (wifhtfravsn). These turn
ings are from her old and multitudinous lovers, and 
the legal system, under which blessing- depended 
upon her own faithfulness hence never attained, to 
himself, consequently they were as ornaments. The 
word for ornaments is usually classed by lexicogra
phers under a root signifying to mollify, appease, 
entreat th-e fav-or of, (i. e. make the face of anvone 



T H E SONG OF SONGS. 109 

sweet or pleasant), having one noun rendered orna
ment of fine gold (Prov. 25 :12) ; but the only ap
parent reason for such classification is that it may fit 
the context. The root under which editors class the 
word, ends in ht which quiesces before a suffix, while 
the word we have before m has for its third radical 
alepk. which puts h under a toot signifying- to be 
sick, diseased (as in 2- Chr. 10:12), or scrim (as in 
Ezk. 24:6, 11, 12). Here the fdthiness of her pre
vious history of lewdness and rebellion against God, 
has. come to the surface as sewn, and as such is meet 
to be purged by the blood of sacrifice, which 
cleanses from ah sin. the moment it is upon the sur
face as sin; as with the leper of old. when the lep-
rousy came to the surface and covered a man. he 
was pronounced clean (Lev. 13:13). If we con
nect the word, now with the verb it is commonly 
connected with, viz:--—to. entreat the favor of, we 
have some beautiful ornaments, to wit; sins con
fessed as fully out; and the appeasal of the Bride
groom, and there is some possibility of that mean
ing' being in the word, as the fin a! radical, aleph is a 
feeble letter, and sometimes quiesces before a suffix, 
but not often. These turnings are certainly com
parable to ornaments such as these, which the 
hands of a Master^i'orkaian could alone produce. 

Verse 3—3* THY NAVEL IS THE IMPRISON
ED BASIN, NOT LACKING THE MIXTURE. 

In symbolic language, the navel is sometimes used 
for the whole tody, indeed the Greek of the Seplvia-
gint has the word for body, where the Hebrew has 
the present word,, in Prov. 3 :8 • it is only found be
sides in Ezk. 16 :4. Here it is the imprisoned basin; 
the word for basin being only used besides in Ex. 
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24 :6 and Isa. S3 ;24 (cups), the former passage con
necting basin with the blood of sprinkling, and the 
Litter no less so. since in that passage we have al] the 
glory laid upon Eliakim: ( — God will establish) 
from one. extreme to another, from the offspring 
(origin), to the issue (end), from, the vessels of 
cups (basins), to the vessels of flagons, (wine 
skins) : i. e. from the sprinkling of the blood, to the 
joy at the end. 

So that this li'Uling daughter is plainly under the 
blood of sprinkling: but. the basin is imprisoned; the 
word having" the article. Ixxomes definite, and we 
are plainly referred to Ex. 24 4h 

The earthly remnant, during the last, unfulfilled 
week of Daniel's seventy, are, in heart, under the 
sprinkled blood: they stand with the Lamb on 
Mount Zion, having His Father's name in their 
foreheads, (Rev. 14:1) and they are to overcome 
by the blood of the Lamb, (1 2 :11) ; but the sacrifice 
and the -oblation are made to cease in the midst of 
the week\ the point: we have just reached, (see Dank 
0a-7—Matt. 94:1.5—Rev. 12:6, 17) ; they have no 
altar, no sacrifice, the basin is imprisoned. Jeru
salem, hi Ezk. in :11, while outwardly correct in re
maining true to God's center, was in heart identified 
with the sins of her sister Samaria, her navcl-sfrhi e 

en 

7vas uncut; in strong contrast with that, this-willing 
daughter is identified with Christ in heart, but un
able to show outward identification, save by refusing 
the antichrist, and fleeing. At the end of the last 
week she will be free, and then the dancing. (See 
Dank 12:8-13). 

Not lacking the mixture. This ward, mixture 
has the article also, which of course, makes it def
inite, as though we ought to- know what this mix-
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ture is. In Ex. 24 :G there is only blood in these 
basins, but L/.k. 36:25, referring- to the time when 
this willing" daughter will be upon the scene, says 
"Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you. and ye 
shall be clean." 

This mixture then, is water and blood, not that 
the blood will be shed then, but water is a symbol of 
the Word of God, &n& this will be applied in the 
power of the Holy Spirit to heart and conscience, 
reminding them that the Wood which, was shed on 
Calvary was the blood of their Messiah, the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world 
(comp. John 19:34 and 1 John 5:6) . It might 
have been thought that this basin would lock its 
mixture for sprinkling, since the Christian's Mes
siah had died long since, and the Messiah for which 
they were looking" could not be expected to die; but 
the blood of the sin offering, long since shed for 
them, availed still, and the Word would tell them 
so, so that the basin would be lacking not mixture, 
(See Lev. 16:9. 10). 

4* THY BELLY IS A HEAP OF WHEAT, 
FENCED ABOUT IN THE LILIES. 

The word tor belly is not the same as that in 5 :14, 
but a word used in contrast with soul (Ps. 31:9-
44 :25) ; as the source -of offspring (Mic. §:1~~-
Ps. 132 :11) ; as the inmost soul (Prov. IS :8-2C '31, 
30-22:18), as the seat of hunger (Prov. 13:25— 
Ezk. 3 :3). This would seem to say that those deep 
convictions, wliich have entered into, and become a 
part of, her inmost soul, are now to be food for 
others around her. Compare for this "Come unto 
me and drink out of his belly shall flow rivers 
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of living-water''' (John 7 :?>'?, 3S). Wheat in sym
bolic language, representing- the Word of God as 
the food of the soul (see 1 Pet. 2 :2 ) . Fenced 
about in the lilies. Among the lilies as we have 
seen repeatedly in Song, is where the bridgroom ex
ercises his shepherd care, among the righteous, and 
here is where the heap of wheat will find its fence. 
''Righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins'' (Isa. 
11:5) . This must ever be the fence around God's 
people, or it will soon fall into the enemy's hands, 
and His people also are similarly safe-guarded, by 
being surrounded with the righteous, by being iden
tified with their own company (comp. Act. 4:23 
and 2 Tim. 2:22). 

Verse 4^-5* THY TWO BREASTS ARE AS 
TWO YOUNG HARTS, TWINS OF A 

GAZELLE. 

This is the same expression used in 4:5, and we 
need not repeat what was there said. 

Tills daughter of willingness will not lack oppor
tunities for showing her willingness to the lilies 
about her during the fiery trial she is to pass 
through; when the prayer, taught by the Lord to 
His disciples in Matt. (>:',)~l?>, "our needed bread 
give us today.'"' will form an urgent part of the 
prayer (Rev. 12 ;fi), and the wheat-heap of the pre
ceding- verse will serve her well at this time; the 
two breasts, and twins speaking of testimony, min
istry: while 5, the number of this section, speaks of 
responsibility, measured by the fact of being in the 
presence of God ( 1 ^ 4 ) : the presence of God? how 
real that will be in those martyr-times? (see Rev. 
13:7, 15) 
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Verse 5—6* THY NECK IS LIKE THE IVORY 
TOWER. 

The neck is used by nature to exalt the head, as, 
with the heel1 of the conqueror upon it, it was a sign , 
of complete subjection (Josh. 10:24:), as it was also 
a sign of servitude, when the yoke was upon it (Gen. 
27:40— Deut. 28:48—Isa. 10:27-52:2). Tt marks 
the limit to which the flood of judgment is to rise 
upon God's people for their sins (see Isa, 8:8— 
Hab, 3:13). 

But here it is- like the ivory tower. Ivory is de
rived from a wild beast, a monstrous wild beast; and 
the beast must be overcome in order to obtain the 
ivory. This implies victory, victory over the beast 
of Rev. 13 :l-8. no doubt; "and they overcame him 
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony (Rev. 12:11), Thus the head of this 
willing one is lifted up, not with pride, which -would 
be the case if self-exalted, but by Another, "and now 
shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies 
round about me; therefore will I offer in his taber
nacle sacrifices of joy: I will sing", yea. I will sing 
praises unto the Lord" (P's. 37:6). The former too, 
speaks of victory no less., affording a point of view 
whence the enemy may be seen afar off. and guarded 
against. As having the article, it may refer us to 
4 :4. to the toiver of David, which was also an ar
mory. How beautifully all this- fills its numerical 
place as the sixth section of this description of the 
willing daughter. And what wondrous and suited 
encouragement to the little remnant passing through 
the fiery furnace of Jacob's trouble. 
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7* T H I N E EYES ARE POOLS IN HESHBON, 
BY T H E GATE OF BATHl-RABBIM. 

In 4 :1 the eyes of the bride were likened to doves, 
a bird of heaven, as we there saw; but here, they are 
pools, belonging; to earth, agreeing with the 
thought that she is a figure of the earthly remnant 
going through the terrible furnace of the great trib
ulation of Matt. 24:21. to 4-4, How wondronsly ac
curate is the Word of God. These pools speak of 
refreshment in the wilderness, and refreshment 
which is needed in the wilderness, which is itself 
received from heaven (Ps. S4:R), by such as make 
the valley of Baca a wed. as they pass through k. 
And these pools are in Heshbmi (reasoning). It 
is the calm reasoning" with God which gives these 
eyes this refreshing- character at such a time; the 
reasoning of faith ever and only gives eyes to see 
aright: and they are by the gate of Balh-rahbim. 

We have not heretofore heard of this gate, nor of 
Batb-rahhim, so we are restricted in our application 
to the meaning' of the name, which is- daughter of 
many. This would seen? to refer us to! "the seven 
thousand men, who have not Ixwved the knee to 
Baal,1' and she has the gate to them, these pools are 
connected with the gate. Those eyes of hers peer 
into the unseen (2 Cor. 4:1S). she reckons with 
God, the wilderness is made a well, because she sees 
God in. it, hence good is in it, for He is good; and 
now the pools are filled, and she can reach the 
daughter of many with the refreshment, dwelling 
in dens and caves it may be. as the remnant un
known to Elijah, fed by Ohadiah on bread and 
water (1 Ki, IS : 13). In verse A we had the bread, 
here we have the water. No doubt there is further 
connection between these eyes and the valley of 
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Baca, by reason of the tears which must necessarily 
flow at that terrible time of trouble, both on account 
of the unbelief and hardness of heart of tbe great 
mass of the people; and also because of the suffer
ing- from- being under the banner of the Lamb. 

8* THY NOSE IS LIKE T H E TOWER OF 
LEBANON, LOOKING TOWARD DAMASCUS. 

The word for nose coines from a root signifying 
to breathe; the Lord God, in the creation of man, 
"breather;! into his nostrils the breath of lite." This 
suggests the absolute dependence of man upon the 
Breather} and this again throws light upon one who 
does homage to another, as e. g. Joseph's brethren 
"'bowed down themselves before him with their 
faces (lit. "noses") to the earth". So in Gen. 
48:12—Num. 2-2 :31—(lit. "bowed himself on his 
nose"), 1 Sa. 24 :8—Isa. 49:23—2 Chr. 1 :Z, and 
frequently, implying the absolute surrender of the 
.very inlet of life to the one done bondage to. as, con
versely, the wicked refuse to own this subjection 
"through the pride of his countenance", (lit. 
"through the height of his nose" (Ps. 10:4) . 

Lebanon was in the northern extremity of the 
land, snow-capped (Jer. 18:14), and source of re
freshing streams (Song 4:15), and being directly 
West of Damascus, to "look toward Damascus", 
would be to look toward the mnrisiiig, "But unto 
yon that fear my name, shall the Sun of righteous
ness arise with healing' in His wings: and ye shall 
go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. And 
ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall he 
ashes under the soles of your feet, in the day that T 
shall- do this, saith the Lord of hosts." CMah 
4:2, 8) . This will bring to an end the need for 



116 Tin ; SONG OF SONGS. 

sackcloth. (Damascus meaning sackcloth weaving 
ceased), ushering' in the new day for Israel, thus 
filling- tlie eighth place, the number of tire present 
section ('compare Ezk. 47:16-18 and Zech. 9:1). 
Damascus was once a part of David's kingdom (2 
Sa. S. :TK 6) , btit taken from it in chastisement, to be 
restored, however, in the final division of the land 
CEzk. 47:13—Zech. 9 :L—compare 1. Ki. 20:31 and 
2 Ki. 11:28 V and tin's is what is in view here. 

Verse 6—9* THY HEAD UPON THEE i s LIKE 
THE CARMEL. 

The fact that if has the article seems to point to 
Mt. Carmel, a promontory on the Mediterranean, in 
the S. W. part of A slier, and looks on to settled 
blessing in the land : "Out of Asher his bread shall 
be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties" (Gen. 
49 :20, eornp. Josh. 19:2!'.). This answers to the 
meaning- of the name Carnie], which is fruitful field. 
(Comp. Isa. 1 fi :K)' 10 :1 R-32 :1a). Head is used 
in Hebrew much the same as we use it. in the sense 
of top. climax (Ps, 118:22), When the bride is 
describing- her lover in a : 11 she begins with, the 
head, since in his case, the other members are sure 
to correspond : here it is the climax, at the end of 
those qualities which have led up to this fruitfnlness 
and joy; and yet it is not quite the last member 
which he has before hinr, a woman's hah is her 
glory. 

10* AND THE HAIR OF THY HEAD IS LIKE 
THE PURPLE. 

How beautifully and consistently this fills the 
tenth place, the number which speaks of the full 
measure of responsibility. Woman's hair was 
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given her for a covering (1 Cor. 11:15) t reminding 
her of her subjection to her head, which, according 
to verse 3, is "the roan," (comp. Gen. 3:15-20:16— 
Eph. o :S2-24, 33). The word for hair here, is not 
elsewhere used for that; in Isa, -18 :12 it is used for 
thrum, (margin) i. e. the ends of warp' in a loom; 
elsewhere it is poor, as Tccak, dependent (]er, 40:7) , 
springing from a root wlhch means to hang, depend, 
be low. The Nazarite Samson wore his hair long 
in token of entire subjection, to another, when his 
hair (token of subjection) was gone, his strength 
was gone, because "the Lord had departed from 
hini." (Jud. 16:20). Here, then, this willing 
daughter lias reached the pinnacle of woman's, glory 
in the king',? sight, she is in the place where God in 
creation p-ut her (1 Tim. 2 ;13), the hair of her head 
is like the purpie, crowned with glory. We may he 
assured of fullest blessing" when treading the path 
which leads to it. 

Purple is the royal color, a symbol of grandeur, 
luxury (Ezk. 27 ;7—-Est. 1:6). ' 

THE KING IS HELD IN THE GALLERIES. 

We have had the word galleries in 1:17, and here 
the king" is held or tied in them. 

Satan being on earth during the "time of Jacobs 
trouble," the time contemplated here, actively en
gaged in promoting his devilish interests, it would 
not be strange if the Lord were also moving about 
among those who have "the seal of God in their 
foreheads''' (Rev, 7:3-14:1), some in "the wilder
ness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that 
they should feed her there 1260 days" (12:6. 14) ; 
and some elsewhere, viz: the "rem;nanl of her seed, 
which keep the commandments of God, and have 
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the testimony of Jesus Christ" (v. 17). There 
would appear to be special need of communication 
between these two parties of sufferers at this junc
ture. They are looking- for their king (Ps. 2) ; 
when he comes they will be delivered, and their ene
mies overthrown, but just now "lie is held in the 
galleries;" these galleries being not only channels of 
communication, hut of ministry, the word beinsr 
rendered gutter m Gen. .'50:3s, 11., and troughs in 
Ex. 2 :16 ; and were used to gather the flock by the 
ministry they contained. The root meaning is 
taken to- be to collect, to gather. As Shepherd He 
is held by these channels- of ministry until His pur
poses ot grace are accomplished for them, then He 
will come forth publicly as their King and subdue 
ah their enemies. (See Ps. 18 :W to end). 

Verse 7—HOW FAIR AND HOW DELIGHT
FUL THOU ART, O LOVE, IN THE DAIN

TINESSES. 

Although the lover may not show himself pub
licly as king yet, he can show lus appreciation of the 
qualities which he finds in this -uniting daughter. 

She is abandoning herself to, and luxuriating in 
his love, finding all her springs in biny which is 
like 1 Tim, 4:15 (lit. "be hi them") . The word 
love here, is the same as in 2 :7, i e. love in the ab
stract, as enlarged upon in 1 Cor. 13, under the 
name '''charity.'"' 

Verse 8—THIS THY STATURE IS LIKE TO A 
PALM TREE, AND THY BREASTS TO CLUS-

How plainly is growth assured, if the path we 
have just been commenting upon, is followed, "medi
tate upon these things, give thyself wholly to then?, 
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that thy profiting- may appear to all" (1 Tim. 4 :15,} 
The palm tree is a symbol of prosperity and of right
eousness. "The righteous shall flourish like the palm-
tree" (Ps, 92:12). It is one of the most prominent 
features in an Eastern landscape, t w e ring" often to 
the height of 80 feet, erect and stately. Probably 
the date palm is here referred to. bearing its clusters 
of delicious and nourishing- fruit away up near the 
top. "When God's judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world, will learn righteousness" 
(Lsa, 26:0) . The terrible persecutions through 
which she is passing, have turned her to the rich soil 
which the palm must have (see Eph. 8 :17). and she 
has grown. 

"And thy breasts to dusters." 

The breasts of the shephrrdrs* were commented 
upon in speaking of 4:3 , and we need not repeat, but 
here they are as clusters, probably clusters of ripe 
dates, suited food for the suffering remnant at the 
time, contemplated here, when they can neither sow 
nor reap, they are limited to what grows of itself. 

Verse 9—1 SAID, I WILL ASCEND TO THE. 
PALM TREE; I WILL TAKE. HOLD OF ITS 

FRUIT STALKS. 
i(I will go up in the palm tree/ ' would be still 

more literal. At the time of the great tribulation, 
in the latter half of the seventieth week spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, Satan will have been cast 
down to the earth, and will have given his power 
and throne and great authority to the beast (i, e. 
the impious head of the revived Roman empire, see 
Rev. 13:2) , and will be most active in pushing his 
murderous schemes against this feeble remnant 
(see 12:13-17), and it would be no wonder if the 
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Lord Hnnself should, in some special way. like a 
skilful general, he mingling with His beloved peo
ple. His faithful witnesses, to guide and succor, as 
we saw in connection, with v. fl. He goes up with 
(or in) this little company, which he has likened to-a 
palm tree, and 1 will take If'ld of its fruit stalks. 
The date palm is endogenous hence has no branches, 
its growth is inside, and v.prcani-;, and the frnit is at 
the top. hanging from the. tree almost like a. bunch 
of grapes. Tins word for fruit stalks is not used 
anywhere else, but is the masculine plural of the 
word rendered Smisaunah, which is intensive of the 
word for thorn. How like the One who took the 
thorns out of man's path, and wore them on His 
blessed bend upon the cross; thus to encourage His 
persecuted people at this trying time, by showing 
them tins. And they are his fruit stalks (i. e, his 
thorns, mark of sin's curse which He has made H J S 
own. dying under it to- free them forever) thus turn
ing the thorns into "fruit stalks.'" Jt is to be noted 
that the preposition of is a translation of the regular 
word for in, among, so- that Ave should be quite cor
rect in saving among his frv.it stalks; as though, 
gomg in and out: among them, he were, in a practical 
way, removing from- their path, the evil conse
quences of their past history, thus the curse is turned 
into blessing'. 

AND NOW SHALL THY BREASTS BE AS 
T H E V I N E CLUSTERS; AND T H E BREATH 

O F THY NOSE AS T H E APPLES. 

The word breast is of frequent occurrence m 
Song, arid we need not repeal: what has been ad
vanced as to the meaning, hut here the vine comes 
again into view. If the tliorn would remind them 

frv.it
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of the sin of their first parents, the vine would re
call their past history as the vine of Jehovah's plant
ing; which had brought forth such wretched fruit. 
(See Ps. 80:8 r 14—Hos. 10:1-14:7). This would 
be wholesome and necessary food for these breasts 
to minister at this time. The nose was commented 
upon in connection with verse r>, but now it is asso
ciated with apples, the word from which it comes 
signifying" to breathe, referring us once more to 
Gen. 2 :7 "And the Lord God formed man dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life: and man became a living soub" Now is 
she fully identified as a breather with those who are 
likewise breathers, they are truly the living, in con
trast with their persecutors, who are but the "con
gregation of the dead." Life in absolute depend
ence upon its source, appears to be the thought here. 
Life, to be really that, must have the tree of life, and 
vet how slow men are to learn so simple a lessor, 
our first parents did not learn it, and are we dear 
reader, any farther advanced in the lesson than 
were they? (See on 2 :3) . 

Verse 10—AND T H Y P A L A T E AS T H E GOOD 
W I N E — 

This word for good with the article, is usually 
taken to mean the best, but it is literally the good, 
no doubt in contrast with that which they had hither
to drunk, precisely as in John 2 :10—"Thou hast 
kept the good wine until now," So that not only 
does this willing" one exhibit life as it should be, in 
dependence upon its source, but she is trained (see 
on 5 :16), it is her palate which is like the good wine, 
showing that she has been learning .in the school of 
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the man of faith and can now dispense that which 
cheers God and man (Judg. 9:13). 

(She)—GOING TO MY BELOVED, TO THE 
UPRIGHT ONES, MOVING GENTLY T H E 

LIPS OF SLEEPERS. 

In John 2 :S the good wine is borne first of all to 
the governor of the feast, then to the guests; so it is 
here. To the upright ones; it flow? on to those with 
whom1 she is in touch, as in Anna's case, W!H> was in 
touch with "all them that looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem-.'" (Lnke 2 :35) ; as also Obadiah was 
in touch with many who had not bowed the knee to 
Baal (1 Ki. 1 £:+).' 

Moving- gently the lips of sleepers. 
How vividly is the marriage-feast of Cana of 

Galilee brought he fore ns here (John 2:1-11). The 
palate of this willing daughter is trained to detect 
that this is the good wine, in contrast with all that 
had preceded, which were but worse, hence it must 
be near the end, and so the bridegroom must, be 
near, who is first cheered, then the upright ones with 
whom she is in touch; reaching even the lips of 
mam- of them that sleep in the dust of the earth, 
awaking them to speak (Dan!. VI .5). Cana means 
acquired (by purchase), and Galilee means a circuit, 
a?, the rolling around of the seasons; so here we have 
the immutable lehccl of God's purposes at the. sea-
sou of His visitation, when He must deliver His 
purchased people, and prepare the earth for them by 
destroying those who have destroyed it; and to- find 
her palate trained to- this, must indeed be joy to the 
bridegroom, so at once the speaking is transferred to 
her. The "hind is let loose, giving goodly K'ords. 
(See Gen. 19:21). Naphtali (my wrestling's) 
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would no doubt speak of His- wrestlings in connec
tion with the training- by which this wondrous result 
has been attained. (Compare Gen. 49:22-2f>). For 
the hind see on 2 :7. 

Verse 11—I AM MY BELOVED'S, AND HIS 
DESIRE IS UPON ME.* 

What a marvelous thought; and yet penned for 
us." What raised the wondrous thought, or who 
did it suggest?" (See on 0:3) . Precious to him, 
and his desire is upon her. This is somewhat 
stronger than towards me, but it is the regular force 
of the preposition. 

Verse 12—COME, MY BELOVED, W E WILL 
GO TO T H E FIELDi, WE; WILL LODGE IN 

T H E COVERTS. 

The word for field is used commonly for the open 
country, often for the home of wild beasts, as in Ex, 
2% :.ti ; here it would seem h>be the open in contrast 
with the dens and caves which have hitherto possibly 
been their lodging places. Cnvcrtx, as we saw when 
looking at 4:13, is the sarnie as that regularly used 
for ransom; once it is rendered village (1 Ch. 
27:25) but there it would be better coverts: once it 
is left untranslated (Josh, 18:24) Chephardiaam 
runnai (a covert of the Ammonites.) Tin's sug
gests Ps. 82:7 "Tho-n art my hiding place, thou 
shalt preserve me from trouble," Salvation 
and preservation, as in Ps. 27, since coverts is 
plural A secure lodging is this, since she is cov
ered, and He who has covered at His own cost, is 
now her preserver. Man has- from the beginning 
of his sorrowful history been seeking a hiding place 
from G<id. and every religious cult, is but a frantic 
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effort on his part, to hide the fact from himself that 
he is a sinner, that he must meet God as a sinner; 
and there is no- other way of meeting Him possible, 
since that alone expresses the truth, both as to man's 
being a sinner, and as to God being- a Saviour God. 
God must be met in truth; to meet Him now as a 
sinner, is to find Him the sinner's Saviour; to find 
in Him the hiding" place he lias so vainly sought be
hind his own works. To defer that meeting until 
the door of His mercy is forever closed, will he to 
meet Him in nakedness, and to incur His eternal 
wrath as despising die covert He has at His own 
cost provided. 

Verse 13—WE W I L L RISE U P EARLY TO 
T H E VINEYARDS; WE- W I L L SEE I F T H E 

V I N E HAS BUDDED? 

Early rising speaks of spiritual energy, and vine
yards of care for tire lover's interests, which are 
centered in his vineyards, (compare Isa. 5 :1—John 
15). If the vine has budded? there is the same ques
tion in regard to the vine, which we had before (in 
6:11), there the lover asks the question, here it is 
the willing daughter who is the speaker, and there 
is a decided if, which often in Hebrew amounts to a 
distinct negative. 

T H E BLOSSOM HAS O P E N E D ; T H E POME
GRANATES H A V E BLOSSOMED. 

A blossom is a promise of fruit, but remembering 
what the history of this vine has been in the past 
(compare Hos. 10:1—Jer. 2:2—with Hos. 14:7) , 
we must look further than the opening of the blos
som, "from me is thy fruit found.'"' (Hos. 14:8) . 

The pomegranates have blossomed. The pome
granate figures Israel established in the land under 



T H E SONG OF SONGS, 1.25 

•the promise of God, under the covenant of grace, 
then here is certainty, no if here, the heart can rest. 
What a lesson to have learned, and how slow are the 
children of men to karn it; that all blessing depends 
upon God's faithfulness to His own promises. 

THERE I WILL GIVE THEE MY LOVES. 

The willing" daughter has learned it, and onlv 
willing1 ones can learn it, (see John 7 :17) ; and now 
she can entrust her loves to the one who has led her 
thus far. Loves is in the masculine, and might 
very properly be rendered my loved ones. The 
dearest objects of her heart she is now prepared to 
entrust to him, of whom' she can now say "he is 
faithful that promised." 

Verse 14—THE MANDRAKES HAVE GIVEN A 
SMELL; AND UPON OUR DOORWAYS ARE 

ALL EXCELLENCIES. 

This word mandrakes does not occur elsewhere, 
save in Gen. 30:14-16; having the article here, 
makes it definite, referring us, no doubt, to Reuben's 
mandrakes. The word for mandrakes is closely 
connected with the word for love, springing from 
the same root. Some eminent authorities consider 
them- love-producing, and favoring procreation; cit
ing Gen. 30 : 11, 16 as proof., but this is to slight the 
narrative, to say the least; for the woman who gets 
the mandrakes, sets no children for a long time, los-
ing her husband for the time ; while the woman who 
parts with the mandrakes, secures the husband and 
children; Rachel, the beloved wife, securing the 
mandrakes from Leah, the hated (who represents 
Israel under Jaw) ; meanwhile losing her husband to 
her in the bargain, so that that Jacob-spirit may be 
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worked out to the full. Mandrakes appear at wheat 
harvest, the most important in-gathering of the 
year. Rachel, who represents Israel under the cove
nant of grace, must wait for fruitfulness until the 
legal principle has had its full trial-in figure, under 
Leah; and grace can wait. The first fruit of this 
arrangement is Issacbar (hired) very suitably; the 
next is Zebnlim (— dwelling) ; mistakenly suppos
ing; that the husband was now permanently secured 
to her by this legal compact; but this is followed by 
her sC'ivitfJi child, Dinah (—judgment-). The series 
is complete; the legal principle has had its trial, and 
ends necessarily, in judgment. Meanwhile Rachel, 
with the mandrakes., those hve tokens, has been 
waiting in the patience of hope for the due time 
{ Rom. "> ;(i) Reuben, the first born ( = the first man 
compare 1 Cor. b">:4(h 47) can do nothing witn. the 
mandrakes, love ?s nothing-to him, he can appreciate 
only what is of present moment to himself; and law 
can only make use of them for hire but after all, this 
answers a good purpose, since it serves to bring the 
mandrakes where they will be valued. In Gen. 30, 
where principles are being unfolded, Dinah closes 
the account: but in chap. 40, where the practical ap
plication of those principles is being foreshown, Dan 
closes that part of the story. The meaning: of the 
two names is nearly the same; the former being 
judgment, the latter " judge. 

In general, in types, the woman represents the 
principle, while the man represents the application 
pi the principle. Dinah sets forth the idea of judg
ment ; Dan, in Gen. 49 :lfi. 1.7. is one who is exercis
ing judgment in the most dreadful wav ever known 
on earth ; one has come in lbs own name, and has 
been received (see John ."> :4:>). When Shiio came, 
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He was rejected, the scepter and lawgiver departed 
(Gen. 49 :10) ; the gentiles were turned to and dwelt 
among* (v. 31) ; and as an unclean, intractable 
beast "crouching- between two burdens;. . . . and . . . 
bowed his shoulder to hear, and became a servant to 
tritmte" {vv. 14, IS) is being- worked out to its hit
ter end under Antichrist; bringing us to the time 
contemplated in this part of Song. The willing 
daughter has evidently learned these lessons, and 
now smelts the odor of mandrakes, which ripen at 
the time of wheat-harvest, the most important in
gathering- of tire year; suggesting the full fruition 
of all her hopes, for itpo>? our rfeor-Tcays arc all ex
cellences. This word for excellencies is a beautiful 
worth not used beside, however, except in Dent. 
33:13 to 1(5; and all in connection with the blessing 
of Joseph: and rendered precious filings. In v. 14 
it is literally "from the excellencies thrust forth by 
the moon." If in Rev. 13:1 the "moon under her 
feet" represent Israel's past history, it is most strik
ing to> see that what she had thrust from her. be
comes part of Joseph's glories as the word might 
very well be rendered- (Compare IVik. 7:28—Act 
1.3:46). All excellencies are at hand to this dear 
willing one, and they are by the doors, the door sug
gesting Hos. 2 :14-23 : "and I will give her her vine
yards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a 
door of hope." 

NEW ONES, ALSO OLD ONES; I HAVE 
TREASURED UP FOR THEE, O MY 

BELOVED. 

Truly this willing daughter is "discipled to the 
kingdom of heaven,'"'' and like a householder, bring
ing forth things new and old (Matt. 13 :52). Things 
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new being; the precious results of the reign of the 
Prince of Peace, as much beyond the hig'hest expec
tations of this earthly remnant, just emerging- from 
the fire; as was what the Queen of Sheba found, 
when she saw Solomon's glory (L King- 10:6, 7 ) ; 
while the old excellncies. would, no doubt be the 
kingdom fnrnisbed and prepared by David; set up 
for a brief moment by Solomon; but established 
forever bv the King of kings. 

Ami these excellencies she lias treasured up (hid
den) for him. We can easiJv think of Israel being 
diminished that Gentiles might be enriched; salva
tion coming to the latter in order that the ancient 
people of God. might be provoked to jealousy 
(Rom, 11:11-]5) , but is there not abundant ma
terial here to provoke to jealousy those who have 
made such wretched use of the ennnhs which they, 
the earthly people, rejected. Are Christians as 
willing daughters, fortified bv tire sure hope His 
precious Word affords such certainty of. pouring 
out at His blessed feet, those treasures, new and 
old. they have been secreting for Him. their blessed 
Bridegroom ° 

May the little time remaining be redeemed by us, 
that those who will constitute this Bath-nadib (and 
they may well be in our midst at this very moment) 
may see in us the Shulamite. 

Chap. 8:1—O THAT THOU WERT AS MY 
BROTHER, SUCKING T H E BREASTS OF MY 

MOTHER. 

This is literally "Who will" give thee- as a brother 
to me? but it is the. Hebrew idiom for what I have 
given. She appears now to be seeking intimate 
practical acquaintance with the one who has thus far 
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shepherded his lamb. She has heard of him by the 
hearing- of the ear, but now she would see him., as 
one sucking the breasts of her mother. Breasts are 
prominent'in the Song", being- mentioned eight times, 
and this is quite in place, since breasts speak of con
solation, ministry (see Isa. 66 :11 and notes en Song 
4 :5 ) , and how much the godly remnant will need 
comfort at the time contemplated here, only the 
"God of all comfort- ' knows: but she has found 
Him, consequently she has found the comfort, and 
would fain find her lover at its source, The moth
er here being- no doubt that principle of grace fig
ured by Rachel, she who got the mandrakes. (Com
pare Gal. 4 :26—Rev. 12^) 

I SHALL FIND THEE ON T H E OUTSIDE, I 
WILL KISS THEE; YEA, THEY WILL NOT 

SHOW DESPITE UNTO ME. 

Matt. 24. :26 shows clearly that there will be most 
urgent searching for the Messiah just at the end, so 
that "except those days should be shortened, there 
should no flesh he saved" (verse 22), only divine 
grace will enable any to "endure unto the end" 
(compare v, L" and Danl. 12:12) ; but she will not 
find him in connection with the religious systems 
which are in vogue at the time, he will be outside 
everything' that is of man. 

I shall kiss thee. It would seem that her faith 
has reached as far as the "kiss" of chap. 1:2, but 
not to the manner of it. 

She does not seem to have learned that he is sees-
ing her, that he is the one to imprint the kiss, and 
is more desirous of doing so, than she is to have it 
done, and when she is really ready, he will certainly 
be at hand. (See on 3 :4). 
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Yea., they will not show despite to me. 
She possibly realizes that there is a measure of 

forwardness in what she has just expressed, but 
feels that when with him, she will be in safeguard 
(1 Sam. 22r23). 

Verse 2—1 SHALL LEAD T H E E , I SHALL 
BRING T H E E TO T H E H O U S E OF MY 

MOTHER, W H O W I L L TEACH ME. 

This seems clearly to be the Martha spirit, in con
trast with that of Mary (John 11 :20) ; Martha must 
run "as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming", 
but Mary sat still in the house." '"'They that wait 
ijpon the Lord shall renew their strength" (Isa. 
40;.'>]). How little she realizes that she is being-
led, and by the one she would fain lead to her moth
er's house. Her thought of having- \^im there with 
her, is doubtless a right one. for these lessons of 
grace are to be learned, and she feels her need of 
thus being taught, but needs first of all to learn pa
tience, 

I W I L L CAUSE T H E E TO DRINK OF T H E 
SPICED W I N E FROM T H E E X P R E S S E D 

JUICE OF MY POMEGRANATE. 

Tin's might he ui-hvcd wme, the word being used 
in f> :13 for nu.v. From the expressed juice of my 
pomegranate. The pomegranate has been com
mented on in connection with 4:3 and Ave need not 
repeat. There it was a slice of the fruit, here it is 
the expressed juice; and it is my pomegranate; as 
though she were looking on. in faith, to the time 
now near. when, in the enjoyment of her portion in 
the land, under the righteous rule of Messiah, she 
will he able to turnish him with wine from her own 



T H E SONG OF SONGS. 131 

pomegranate. This is the Mary spirit, the spirit 
"which finds its delight and satisfaction at His feet, 
hearing His word (Luke 10:19) ; this spirit can 
alone compound this wine. 

Verse 3—HIS LEFT HAND SHALL BE UNDER 
MY HEAD, AND HIS RIGHT HAND SHALL 

EMBRACE ME. 

We have had the same expression in 2 :6. to 
which the reader is referred for comments, followed 
likewise by 

Verse 4—1 HAVE ADJURE© YOU, O DAUGH
TERS OF JERUSALEM; WHY AWAKE YE, 
AND WHY STIR YE UP LOVE UNTIL WHEN

EVER! IT PLEASE? 

There are some differences between this verse 
and verse 7 of chap. 2, which must be noted. The 
basis of the adjuration in chap. 2 is omitted here 
(the gazelle and hind) possibly because being shut 
in, as we have seen, from: Rev. 12 :14, she has not the 
opportunity for making use of the hinds' feet in 
leaping crags, and out distancing pursuers, as with 
the martyred remnant when fleeing and persecuted 
(compare 2 :7—Matt. 24:10-22). Again, in 2:7 it 
is "if ye will awake—i/we will stir up;" the "if" in 
certain constructions in Heb. amounting to a dis
tinct negative, — that ye will not; but here it is a 
question, "why awake ye, and why .stir ye up?" the 
meaning nearly the same, but perhaps a tinge- of re
proach in the question—how could you do such a 
tlbng? Evidently he has been aroused, however, 
for now we hear the daughters of Jerusalem speak
ing, and enquiring who this is coming with him; so 
that thex evidently did not awake him: vt is safe to 
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say that the Bridegroom we know, would not need 
to be awakened. 

DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM. 

Verse 5—WHO IS THIS, A WHOLE BURNT 
OFFERING, FROM THE WILDERNESS 

FROM LEANING UPON HER. 
BELOVED ? 

The word tor whole burnt olfcrvig is ngo lab, 
translated in the A. V. as though it were the active 
participle of the .verb uga leh, — to ascend, but the 
participle is ngo leJi, the word before us ngo loli, is 
used for burnt-offering some 28*1 tunes in the O, T . ; 
the ascending" ottering- because the whole of it went 
up; the oniy reason for rendering the word here 
that coiitcih- ///>, is the apparent strangeness of the 
true rendering; but see <1 :G, where' the same word 
is used, but under different circumstances; there it 
is clearly the bridegroom himself who is in view 
( see v. 7 ) , while here it is one leaning npon her be
loved. That she. the willing daughter should be a 
whole burnt ottering, need present IK> difficulty, in 
view of Rev. 0 :1M.1 ; there th-e souls are under the 
altar, their blood has been spilt, and as a whole burnt 
offering their sacrifice has gone up to God (com
pare Rom. 15:16—Phil. 2:3.'7), From leaning 
upon her beloved ; so she had found him, or perhaps 
better, he had found her, had gone dozen into the 
wilderness to find her. and from leaning' upon him 
had gone up. as a whole burnt offering; agreeing 
with Tsa. 00 :20 "they shah, bring nil your brethren, 
an offering unto the Lord out of all nations." From 
the wilderness, intimating that the bridegroom had 
gone down into the place where she had been kept 
those 1.200 days from the face of the serpent (Rev. 
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12:6, 14) From leaning- upon her beloved; indeed, 
from what point would it be possible to come up as 
a whole burnt offering', save from leaning" upon 
Him? 

(She)—I STIRRED THEE UP UNDER THE 
APPLE TREE; THERE THY MOTHER TRA
VAILED WITH THEE;; THERE. SHE TRA

VAILED WHO BORE THEE, 

Gen. 35 comes into full view here, marking; a new 
beginning in Jacob's histoi-y; he is sent bark to 
Bethel, to the point of departure; and builds an al
tar there, naming' it Jtbbeth-el, meaning" "God of 
God's house". All is sovereign grace here, with 
death, stamped upon all the past ; Rebekalrs nurse 
passes off the scene: her name Deborah, meaning- a 
bee, or speaking, giving its voice; as a bee. suggest
ing- that all the accessories of nature; all its sweet
ness or amiability, all its ordered activities, are 
stamped with death ; given man that be may work 
out in the fullest way the lesson of there being good 
in him, can only end in death, not life; and the other 
meaning- of her name speaking, is. but the emphasis 
upon the same lesson, AHombachuth but. the epi
taph upon the grave of all helps to man toward 
working out a righteousness- for himself; oak of 
7rccpivg being' the meaning of that name, 

God appears to Jacob as he comes out of Padan-
aram ( ~ great is their ransom.) This shows that 
a ransom? was needed: that it is great; so that the 
case is hopeless apart from- the One who' has just 
come upon the scene, the Almighty, who changes 
JacolVs name hedsci-jcr, to prince of God; since He 
is able to make things be as H e says they are. Jacob 
worships,, not bargains as in chap. 28:19-23; this ia 
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Bethel " the house of God. God is having- His way 
here; Fie is promising, and everything" else is pass
ing away. They journey until they come near to 
Ephrath, which, has two distinct meanings, ash-heap, 
and fruitful place. Rachel, the beloved wife, dies, 
and Benjamin is born. Benoni — son of my sorrozu 
he is called by his mother as she dies, figuring Mes
siah, cause of the nation's sorrow on the one hand, 
because of His rejection; sou- of the right hand on 
the other, as coming- to deliver 1-1 is beloved people; 
the One upon whoni all depends, and who will es
tablish ah the counsels of God, when Ephrath is 
reached. 

The apple tree was commented upon when speak
ing- on 2 :T and the reader is referred to that por
tion. Life, after all. is what man needs, not law nor 
helps, "for if there had been a law given which could 
have given life, verily righteousness should have 
been by the law" (Gal. ?>vi\) ; when that is owned, 
the Breather is stirred up. When the people take 
their place in Jordan, under the waters of death and 
judgment (Matt, .1:12-1(0, confessing- their sins, 
Testis can take His place with thenr; He can identify 
Himself with His people in death and judgment", 
thev owning- their desert therein : He taking it in 
grace in their stead: thus only could "all righteous
ness be fulfilled." This is a true principle ever; as 
soon as a man owns the truth as to what he is1—a 
sinner, and the truth as to what God is—a God of 
grace, a Saviour: the Breather is stirred upi The 
place of fruit fulness was not quite reached in Jacob's 
case, because the ash-heap was not reached, nor is it 
yet by the mass: but when the One who breathed 
into man's nostrils the breath of life in the beginning 
(Gen. 2 :7) , and who breathed on His disciples in 
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John 20 \22> will come and breathe upon the dry 
bones (Ezk. 37) Israel shall live. 

There she travailed who bore thee. This has 
been God's controversy with His people from the 
very first, they needed life, the breath of life, that 
was the lesson our Lord was continually bringing; 
before His hearers when here on earth., and the 
earthly people is but a picture of man, man under 
the searchlight, of God, (Cf. Hos, 2:2—Rom. t>:5). 

Verse &—SET ME AS A SEAL UPON THY 
HEART, AS' A SEAL UPON THINE ARM; 

This is precisely what grace does, as illustrated by 
the ephod and the breast-plate of the high priest. 
The breast-plate contained the names of the twelve 
tribes, alt the people were represented there, and it 
was worn upon the heart. The names of all the 
people were also upon the shoulders of the high 
priest, the place of strength ; here it is the arm, as 
strength in exercise, strength welded fnr her, the 
Benjamin character of Messiah (compare Gen. 
40 ;27—Dent. 3% ;19). What immense enmfort and 
encouragement in the thought, while passing 
through fiery trial, that one is as a sea? upon His 
heart, as a seal upon His arm. All the might of 
His love, and all the power of the arm that sways 
the universe enlisted in his behalf, pledged to him. 
A large request, one may say, but she makes it, nay, 
he is teaching her to make it, to sing it. 

FOR LOVE IS AS STRONG AS DEATH1, ZEAL 
IS AS FIERCE AS SHEOL; HER FLAMES ARE 

FLAMES OF FIRE, T H E JAH~FLAMR 

This word for love is used as a substantive ten 
times in the Song, five times in connection with the 
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shepherdess, and five times in connection with the 
willing' daugh t e r ; five times without the article 
(v iz : 2 :4 . a O :S~7 :7~8 :4) : and five times with the 
definite article (v i z : 2 : 7 0 : 5 - 8 : 0 7. 7 ) . Seven 
times the verb is used, twice in connection with 
others 0 :?>, 4), and five times in. connection with 
the ?,-.iil of the shepherdess (1 : 7 0 :0 2. 3. 4 ) . As 
a substantive it is the equivalent of the word charily 
( love) in 1 Cor. I T and is the expression of what 
(Va! is Himself (' 1 John 4:>!). Tha t it is strong" as 
death was clearly proven at the cross, for it went 
down into death for sinners there, and that, the 
death of the cross. T o he set as a seal then, upon the 
heart of O n e with such love, and to be set as a seal 
upon the ami of One s t rong enough to come back 
again from the dead, where His love had led H i m 
is of immense moment to one passing through the 
furnace of affliction. T o cast Shndrach. Meshach 
and Abcdnego info the rterv furnace, was but to put 
them into the company of Another who was there 
before them, with their bands untied and their ene
mies consumed. For what are enemies, even when 
they are flic most nugfify men, if the worst thev can 
do is to- cast one into such eompanv? 

Zeal is as fierce as Sheol. The word "for zeal is 
sometimes rendered jealousy, as in Num. O Prov. 
h 0 4 . but is more often used for ardor, zeal, as in 
Num. 2 5 : 1 1 — P s . O 0 9 . There does not appear to 
lie any reason for th inking of jealousy in the pas
sage before us, at least in the sense in which we or
dinarily U^Q tlie word, although the two senses m a y 
sometimes run into one another (compare Tsa : 9 :7-
59 :1 7 ) . The leading idea in the root is intensity of 
feeling, and devotion to the accomplishment of a 
purpose- a l lowing nothing to come between the de-
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voted one and his purpose, it is as fierce as Sheol. 
Sheol is the Hebrew equivalent of hades in the New 
Testament (as in Act. 2:27, 31 etc., but usually 
translated hell) (Ps. 16:10 is shrof) ; into it the 
blessed Lord descended in grace for sinners, into it-
will all those be turned who have refused grace (Ps. 
0:17). Fierce is used in the sense of being- relent
less, unyielding, as in 1 Sa. 5 :7—Isa. 27 :1 "sore") • 
this agrees with Heb. 12 :29—"our God is a consum
ing- fire" ; whatever will not be melted, by His match
less love, must be melted by the fires of His wrath. 
Her flames are flames of fire, the flame of Jah. This 
last word for flame is only used besides in Jb. 15 :B0 
and Ezk. 21:3 in each case it is connected with un
sparing- judgment. 

How awfully solemn is the consideration that di
vine love must after ail pronounce sentence upon the 
unrepentant, "for wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men. who hold the truth in unris'hterutsness" 
(Rom, 1:18); that underneath that golden girdle 
of the One who executes judgment in Rev. 1. :13, 
there beats a heart, the heart of One who gave Him
self upon the cross that He might speak peace to 
every one who would have it s a Perfect love must 
consume everything which opposes its final sway 
(compare Heb, 12:26-29—Rev. 11:18). 

Verse 7—MANY WATERS WILL NOT EE 
ABLE TO QUENCH^ THE LOVE, AND RIVERS 

WILL NOT OVERFLOW IT. 

Here lave has the definite article, as love which 
has been demonstrated, well-known, and doubtless 
the willing daughter has ere this proven it to be un
quenchable, even by many waters; the Christian, at 
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all events, knows Who could say "nil1 thy waves and 
thy billows are gone over me" ( Ps. 42 :7), but Who 
could also say "Yet the Lord will command his lov
ing- kindness in the daytime, and m the night his 
song" shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God 
of my life" (v. 8) , Love was not quenched when 
Jesus went clown into death, it was expressed then, 
made definite, as that which surpasses knowledge 
:(Eph. 8:19). And rivers will not overflow it. So 
far from overflowing- it, rivers were caused to burst 
forth by it (John 7 :SS, 39) , consequent upon the 
One whom love had borne down into death, being 
exalted in triumph-over those floods which for the 
moment seemed to have overwhelmed Him. 

IF A MAN WILL GIVE ALL THE SUB
STANCE OF HIS HOUSE IN THE LOVE, 

THEY WILL SURELY DESPISE HIM. 

•The preposition is not for but tn, if a man should 
"ii'e all the substance of his Iwttse a-s if in love, he 
would be thought a fool, because he would have 
nnfhing left; but here is a love which is unique; it 
gives all and has more than before. "There is that 
scattered!, and yet iucreaseth." (Prov. 11 :24) ; a 
love which enables fo-r giving, after ".selling that ye 
have/ ' (Luke 12 :31-33). (Comp. Rom- 5 :8) ; "all 
that a man hath will he give for his life,''" yet He 
gave Himself, and with what result? "yet we did 
esteem him smitten of God and afflicted;" (Isa. 
;"Pi :4 et ft), "disallowed indeed of men, but chosen 
of God and precious" (1 Pet. 2 :4). 

The importance^ of the lesson here presented can
not be overestimated, and it is accentuated at this 
point of the history of the willing daughter; while 
at the same time it affords a lesson true for the pres-
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ent, as well as for all time, Satan's lie in the gar
den of Eden, insinuated that God was withholding 
something- which man ought to have; the truth is 
that God is a Giver, loves to give, even to His ene
mies who are as unlike Him as can possibly be, and 
without strength to mend matters; when this lesson 
is learnt, the heart and mind are free; and this ap
pears to be the case with the bride here, she is free 
to think of others. 

Verse 8—WE HAVE A YOUNGER SISTER, 
AND SHE HAS NO BREASTS. 

This may very well' apply to Ephraim, as some « 
think. He was the younger son of Joseph, and as 
representing the kingdom of Samaria, the lost ten 
tribes, was not in the land at the time of Messiah's 
rejection, and so was not responsible to the same 
extent, as was Jndah, and hence does not suffer in 
the same intense way as Jndah. not being in the land 
during- the awful rule of Antichrist; but they are to 
be gathered to their land about the end of the great 
tribulation, and the "stick of Ephraim" will be 
joined to "the stick oi Judah", and they will be 
"one stick" at .the time we are speakng of (compare 
Ezk. 37:16-28—Isa. 11:10-16—Zech. 10:5-12). 
How precious it is to see this willing one, as soon as 
the love has been clearly apprehended,, concerned 
about her younger sister; this, is the proper fruit of 
divine grace," every one that loveth Him that begat, 
loveth. him also that is begotten of Him" (1 John 
5 ;1). And she has no breasts. Breasts have been 
spoken of in commenting upon 4:5, but this yonnget-
sister has none. These reservoirs of consolation 
and ministry, are gained in the furnace of affliction, 
and this, as we have seen, the younger sister ha.s al-
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ready escaped, much to her loss, therefore, "The 
God of all comfort; who comforteth us in alll our 
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them 
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith 
we ourselves are comforted of God" (2 Cor. 1 ;o-7). 
Again, "For we which live are alwav delivered unto 
death for Jesus sake, that the life also- of Jesus might 
be made manifest in our mortal flesh; sô  then death 
worketh in us, but life in you'"' (4:10-18). How 
little is this principle, of life being ministered to by 
death, apprehended by God's people generally; and 
yet it lies at the very root of life and testimony. 
How rarely do we consider, beloved brethren, when 
carefully trimming our sails to avoid suffering, that 
we are at the same time shrinking- from an oppor
tunity to develop these "breasts" we are now study
ing-. Not so the apostle: "Therefore I endure all 
tilings for the elects' sakes, that they may also ob
tain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with 
eternal glory" (2 Tim, 2:10). (Cf. Phil. 3:10). 

WHAT SHALL WE DO FOR OUR SISTER IN 
THE DAY WHEN HE WILL BE BESPOKE IN 

HER? 

The self-abnegation of the willing one at this 
point, is perfectly lovely, fruit of divine grace; and 
shines out the more as we consider carefully the lit
eral rendering. The verb "speak" is intensive, fu
ture and passive, and its nominative is "he." ft is 
not reflexive, i. e. "he" does not speak to himself, 
nor is "he" spoken to by anyone, exactly, but he is 
bespoke "in- her." The willing one does not speak 
for this younger sister, nor does any one, the be
speaking is "in her", that is, her own state is to be 
such "that it will appeal to hint, will part hum under 
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obligation to mo.ve on her hehalf (for thus it becom-
eth us to fulfill all righteousness''*—see on verse 5) . 
And all this, remark, is in the mind of the iviUiitg 
one, and it is perfectly lovely, as showing, not only 
her own self-abnegation, hut as showing- also her 
faith that the younger sister is to reach that condi
tion of soul which will make claim upon the lover to 
move in her behalf; and she would anticipate that 
precious moment. 

Verse 9—IF SHE BE A W A L L , W E W I L L 
BUILD UPON HER A PALACE O F SILVER, 

The primary thought in wall is separation; a wait 
r//eludes for protection and blessing", while it ex
cludes for judgment; but "mercy rejoiceth against 
judgment", so there is the thought of testimony in 
the wall; Jerusalem means "teach ye dual peace"; 
peace as to the question of sins, and peace as to the 
question of circumstances along the way. "Peace 
be within thy walls" (Ps. 122:7) ; peace is inside, 
not outside, and the wall is a practical testimony to 
that. This thought is strengthened by the "battle
ment of silver". "In that day shall this song be 
sung hi the land of Judah ; we have a strong city; 
salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks'"-, 
(Isa. 26:1) . Silver speaks of the atonement (Ex. 
30:11-16) ; it was paid into the treasury "that there 
be no plague among them" ; thus those inside were 
absolutely secure, being redeemed, purchased; but 
the Christian can say "not redeemed wdth corrupt
ible things, as silver and gold. . . .but with the pre
cious blood of Christ" ( l P e t 1 :18, 19). 

"If she be a wall". If she have taken this place 
•of separation from the world, then shall be built 
upon her this witness as to whose she is, the price 
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which lias been paid to make her what she is; and 
it is a palace, a home for the Prince of Peace, for 
Him. who dwells in the praises of His redeemed; 
(compare Ex. 3:23 margin). 

AND IF SHE BE A DOOR, W E WILL 
FASHION UPON HER A TABLET OF CEDAR. 

Wall and door are in contrast. A wall excludes, 
a door admits; a Avail is immoveable, a door moves, 
ini'ifcs, "I am the door; by me it any man enter in, 
lie shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find 
pasture'" (John 10:!") see also Jb. ;\l :'¥>• and Kzk. 
26 :2). 

Jerusalem, was recognized as the "door of the peo
ple" (Ezk. 2<j :2, literally) and now this younger 
sister, having1 taken a definite stand as a wall in sep
aration from the ungodly mass around her, under 
the protecting wing of the battlement of redemption, 
in contrast, with the "wing of abominations"'" (Da.nl. 
£b'27). is a door to invite, and show the way to the 
nations around in which she has been down-trodden, 
and who are now ready to bring her as an offering 
unto the Lord to Jerusalem, ''upon litters, and upon 
mules, and upon swift beasts" (Isa. 06 :2Q-—com
pare Matt. 25:40). The testimony by which the 
Gentiles are now to be evangelized comes from this 
"younger sister", as in the apostles' time they were 
evangelized by Jews. "For salvation is of the Tews"' 
(John 4:22) . ' 

The law was written upon tablets, hut they were 
stone, dead, un sympathizing materia]; but this is of 
cedar, living, durable, fragrant; standing at the 
head of the vegetable kingdom., (see 1 King 4.'.33). 
But the tall cedar must be cut down to make this 
tablet, and how this speaks of Ephraini's glory in 

Da.nl
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the past, and his pride, now humbled in the dust 
(like the cedar-wood in the fire with the burning red 
heifer in Num. 10 :5, (>) ; her past history now the 
tablet upon which is written the story of the grace 
of the One who has borne with her so long" and pa
tiently, to do her good in her latter end (see Jet. 
31:20, 21, 33, 34, also Hos. 9:11-14:8) • now she 
can answer to her place as "door", inviting' and wel
coming all who come; a picture, it is safe to say, of 
the only "door" by which a sinner ever came to 
God: Num. 19 will have full application here. All 
the pride of man abased to ashes and identified thus 
with the cross, where Messiah, as the "red heifer", 
was brought to ashes, "ashes" being- a reminder of 
what has betn burnt, while the "miming- water" is a. 
figure of the Word of God applied by the Spirit of 
God, reminding the remnant of what was done for 
them; long before. 

Verse 10—(EPHRAIM?) I AM A W A L L . 

What a precious result of this unselfish consider
ation of the "younger sister"? Conscious now as 
she is of her strength being' wholly in Another, she 
can say with boldness "I am a Avail", with all that 
that means of separation from the iniquity abound
ing on every hand, and. of being a bulwark against 
it. "For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall 
of fire round about, and will be the glory in the 
midst of her". "For behold I have made thee this 
day a defeneed city and brazen walls against 
the whole land" (Zech. 2 ;5—Jer. 1:18). 

"A wall'' keeping in and keeping out. protecting 
too, and a testimony to what is inside as well as 
what is outride, and by implication speaking of the 
gate where access may be obtained. 
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AND MY BREASTS AS T H E T O W E R S . 

Instead of being- watch-towers in view of enemies 
they are ministers for service: suggesting- that these 
vital lessons which she has at such cost learned, she 
is now ready to impart, to minister them (1 Pet. 
1 :12) to any who- realize their need of them in that 
cloudy and dark day. How unspeakably precious 
nrust it be to the bridegroom, to behold these fruits 
of his grace, these ministering "breasts" towering 
aloft in the face of a hostile world, when loyalty to 
him involves the fiery furnace as never before. 

T H E N I WAS IN HIS EYES AS A F I N D E R 
O F PEACE, 

Peace indeed, in spite of all the terrible storm and 
tempest raging around her, "These tilings I have 
spoken unto you., that, in rae ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer: I have overcome the world'1 (John 
l i t :33). And note it is in "his eyas", what she is 
to hun is all-important, this indeed is peace. And 
this "as a finder of peace"; how nearly it corre
sponds to the name "Shulamite", whose return she 
so earnestly sought at the beginning of her history 
(6:13) that she might be her transcript here on 
earth, an end she has now attained, and '"'in his 
eyes", She Iras found peace because she sought it, 
sought it where alone it could be found in the 
"Prince of Peace"; indeed the seeker in divine 
tilings is ever sure to find. How fittingly the ex
ercises of this "willing daughter" come to an end 
here, in this word "peace"; the "refiner and purifier 
of silver" (MaL 3:3) has watched the furnace until 
He can see His own image in the molten metal, then 
He is satisfied. This "willing daughter", upon 
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coming- on the scene, desires the return of the Shu
lamite, that she might "sec in her'7; that is that she 
might see that in her which answered to- her name, 
"perfection"; not only perfect as the result of what 
had been done for ber 011 the cross (see Heb. 10 :14) , 
Jbut as having completed hex course here on earth 
(Heb. 1 1 : 4 0 ) : and furthermore, she would see in 
the Shulamite "as the dancing of two camps". She 
has found what she sought, and in her sphere and 
measure has reproduced the martyred "Shulamite" 
in her testimony here on earth ; she may not be "per
fected" (see Luke 13:32) , in the same sense, since 
she is spared to live and reign here on earth with her 
Bridegroom, Solomon, the true "Prince of Peace", 
whose name means "peaceableness"; whose throne 
is in Jerusalem, ("teach ye dual peace"), or in 
Mount Zion,(see Isa. 24 :23), which means "parched 
place"; the parched place which Pie found it when 
He came Into it. Me has made to blossom as the 
rose, and it will fill the face of the world with fruit 
(comp. John 1:10—Isa, 2,1:6), because of the cross 
which it once held. (Rev. 11:8) . 

Verse 11—(She)—SOLOMON HAD A VINE
YARD IN BAAL-HAMON. 

The willing daughter has now reached the end of 
her training here, she is a "finder of peace" in his 
eyes, and is now free to- engage in his interests; she 
has learned the lesson foretold by Zacharias in Luke 
1:79 "to give light to them that sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 
wav of peace". Now Solomon's interests are hers. 
"Baalhamon" means "lord of a multitude", and 
Solomon's vineyard here would seem to refer to the 
universal sway of the King of kings and Lord of 
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lords; while "vineyard'' would suggest the sphere 
of His special care and cultivation, a vineyard re
quiring and responding to particular culture and 
training as nothing- else does. "I am die True vine, 
and my Father is the Husbandman, Herein is 
my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit: so shall 
ye be my disicples'' ('John In :i , 8 ) . 

Israel is viewed as- a vineyard in Isa. 5:1-7, the 
most, perfect care had been bestowed upon it. but in 
vain, the result being only wild grapes. In Luke 
20 :0-10 the figure is carried still farther, even to the 
point of rejection of the Son of the Owner Himself, 
resulting in the giving the vineyard to others. In 
John H . the Lord Himself takes the place of the re
jected vine; there nntst be living, vital connection 
with Himself, in order that the Husbandman (who 
we are told is the Father) may have fruit. 

Solomon's vineyard is in Raal-hamon. b-aal mean
ing "lord"1 or "master"1, while "hamou" signifies "a 
great multide'', as in 2 Chr. 13 :fw—comp. Jer. 51 ;42 ; 
a figure, no doubt, of the distribution of the inherit
ance hv the King of kings, and Lord of lords at the 
beginning of the millennium: al! are submitting to 
Lis peaceful sway, according to> Ps. 18 :B2-50. What 
a contrast to Danl. 0 :24—''and after the threescore 
and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, and shall 
have nothing - ' (literal translation) ; and to John 
1 :10. "He was in the world, and the world was made 
by Him, but the world knew Him- not". 

"HamonalT"' is the name of the city referred to in 
connection with the burial of Israel's enemies, and 
the restoration of the whole house of Israel (Ezk. 
30 —see particularly verses 10. 25. 20) . 
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H E GAVE THE VINEYARD TO KEEPERS; A 
MAN SHALL BRING IN HIS FRUIT, A 

THOUSAND OF SILVER. 

The bridegroom; associates others with himself in 
the results of what he has acquired. "Ye which 
have followed me, in the regeneration, when the Son 
of man shall sit in the throne of His glory, ye also 
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel" (Matt. 19:28, 29, comp. Rev. 
3:21). 

"Keeper" here, is in the sense of "to hold, re
tain" ; "Solomon" has at last found men who will 
render the fruit of what has been committed to 
them. The vineyard is given to them, and they are 
"good stewards" of the manifold grace of God" 
(1 Pet. 4 :10) . 

The husbandmen in Luke 20 treated with con
tempt their Lord's demand for fruit, but here each 
returns a thousand of silver. A thousand is the 
cube of ten, 10x10x10' in other words, ten multi
plied by itself fhrcr times, and three Is the number of 
full, divine manifestation. On the third day of cre
ation fruit was brought forth; on the third day 
Jesus arose from the dead, "first fruits of them that 
slept". And the returns are in silver, silver being 
the atonement money, a reminder once more, of the 
price paid, in agony and in blood, that the inherit
ance might be ours, and ours because we are His 
(see 1 Cor. 3:21-23). 

Verse 12—MY OWN VINEYARD IS BEFORE 
ME; T H E THOUSAND TO THEE, O SOLO
MON, AND TWO HUNDRED TO HIS FRUIT 

KEEPERS. 
In chapter 1:6. the shepherdess confesses that she 

has not kept her own vineyard; now it Is before this 
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willing- one; and the thousand rendered to the king", 
besides two hundred to the keepers of his fruit. 
Abundance is very manifest here, as well as right
eousness (in the nnmber 10), and the glory of God 
in connection with it (.10x10x10, i. e. 1.0 to the ?>d 
|X)wer). Under the law a man gave a tenth of his 
produce, but here the "fruit-keepers", receive -one 
fifth, this number suggesting' man with God. as we 
find it at the end of God's book (Rev. %!:?>), "And 
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his peo
ple, and God .Himself shall he with them:, and be 
their God". Two hundred is the number of testi
mony and nf communion emphasize'!, a hundred 
being* the second power of ten. 

Verse 13—(He)—THE DWELLER IN T H E 
GARDENS OF COMPANIONS OF HEARKEN-

ERS, CAUSE ME TO HEAR THY VOICE. 

One of the characteristic-words of the book of 
Revelation is "earth-dwellers'' (see chap. 2:13. 
3:10, 0:10. 11:10; 12:12. 1*3 :R, 12, 14, 17:3. 8 ) ; 
but here is one who- dwells dn the gardens of heark 
eners' companions". What fulness of communion 
and loving intercourse is suggested here. The will
ing daughter has sought good company, the com
pany nf "hearkenem" : the word rendered "hearken-
cner" being7 stronger than merely "to listen": it is 
rather "to give good heed to". Tt was a character
istic mark of God's ancient people that they would 
not. heed what their Lord said unto them: but now 
Tie has those who. like Marv, have chosen the 
"good part' ' (Luke 10:30), and such have "com
panions'', and thev have "gardens", where the pre
cious fruits of the earth are brought forth: the pre
cious fruits of the renewed earth ; and here the will-
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ing one "sits", or "dwells"; and; he who has so 
enriched her, notes with delight this satisfied atti
tude of hers; he wmild hear her -voice; what will he 
her response, will it he as in Chap. 1:7, "Tell me, O 
thou whom, my soul loveth, where thou exercisest 
thy shepherd care at noon? nay. she has learned to 
hearken, to find her company, not among- Pharaoh's 
chariots, but among" "bearkeners", L> sit as at per
fect rest, in their gardens, and now the one desire 
of her heart is 

Verse 14r-(She)—HASTEN. MY BELOVED, 
AND BE THOU THYSELF, L I K E TO A 

GAZELLE OR TO T H E YOUNG HART UPON 
T H E MOUNTAINS OF SPICES. 

Not where he makes his flock to rest at noon, bnt 
himself; she would have himself, hasten with the 
leaps and bounds of a gazelle or young hart upon 
those mountains where the very atmosphere is redo
lent with the odor of his own intrinsic excellencies. 

The '"gazelle" and the "'mart'" have been several 
tunes commented upon in. these pages, so we need 
not to further enlarge upon them.; "spice" also has 
been frequently before ns, and the reader is referred 
to what has been already .said. 

How the conclusion of this "love song" corre
sponds with the close of the book of Revelation, the 
close of God's blessed Book; "He which testifieth. 
these things saitli, Surely I come quickly. Amen ; 
even so, : come. Lord Jesus". 

May the soul of both writer and reader of these 
pages be so at rest in the sense of what He is. and 
of what He lias done, that the response of our hearts 
will be "Even so, come Lord Jesus", 

J- B. J. 
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