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ELA.UK MARIA ; OR, " WASHED EVER 
SO CLEAN.'' 

IT was a lovely morning in the month of June, 
187 4, when I took a stroll into the country 
with some little children who were placed under 
my care. Feeling somewhat wearied with my 
,valk, the sun pouring down its hot but brilliant 
rays, I sat down under the refreshing shade of 
a noble old tree, there to watch the little ones 
gambling in �he fields, when my attention �as 
arrested by a black woman taking a seat not 
far from my side. She seemed much interested 
watching the games of the little ones as they 
eagerly sought to catch the gay butterfly as' it 
flew from one wild flower to another, till sud
denly her face wore an air of sadness as she 
g.azed on little Howard, the youngest of the
group, a bright little boy of about three surn
mers, and as she. looked at him, tears filled her
eyes, and she wept bitterly. I went up to her
and gently placed my hand upon her shoulder;
she, raising her large dark eyes now filled with
tears, a po\ogized ior this expression of her feel ..
ings, saying that this little boy had so reminded
her of her own ·dear child she had left in India,
(having come over to England t.o nurse the
baby of a wealthy gentleman who had recently
been bereaved of his wife), adding these words,
and they seemed to come from a heart shrouded
in sadness:...:.." I feel so lonely, nobody cares fur
me. How I wish somebody loved poor black
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iJtACK MARi.A. j OR, '' WASHED EVER SO OLE.AN" .. 

me." Looking to the Lord for a suitable word 
for this poor stranger, I said, " I am so glad 
to have met you, for l have a message for you.'' 
'' Indeed," she replied '' Do you say for me 1" 

"Yes," I said" and it is from one who loves 
you, and so dee-ply does He love you that He 
died for you.'' Fill�d with surprise, she fixed 
her large expressive eyes upon me, and said 
she was quite sure it must be a mistake, as 
nobody cared for her. I assured her it was the 
truth, and, taking my Bible from my pocket, I 
read those precious words, "For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever_ believeth in him, should not 
perish, but have everlasting life," ( Jno. iii. 16) 
telling her of God's love to poor sinners, '' for 
this is a faithful saying and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15 ), and 
what wonderful miracles Jesus did. How by 
a word He cleansed the poor leper; saying, 
'' Be thou clean," and opened the eyes of a 
blind man by simply bidding him receive his 
sight; and to the impotent man in a moment 
He restored his strength, so that he even carried 
his bed-in fact, He cured all who came or 
were brought to Him of whatsoever disease 
they had, and in loving tender accents He bade 
the heavy laden to rest their weary souls on 
Him, saying, "Come unto me all ye that 
labour and are .heavy laden and I will give you 
rest" (Matt. ix. 28). 

" Oh !. '' she exclaimed, '' What a dear 
gentleman he must be, how I wi'3h I could 
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J3LACK MARIA; OR,'' WASHED EVER SO OLEAN.h 

have a peep at his facet Have you seen 
Him 1 How good He must be l Why, all 
over the wo� Id they must talk about Him. 
Where is He now 1 '' 

It was with no small amount of delight, dear 
reader (finding her so deeply interested), that 
I at once sought to answer her eager questioDB, 
telling. her that God had raised Him from the 
dead, and that He was now seated in Heaven, 
and that God had sent down a message to 
this effect, that whosoever believeth on Him 
should be saved; that though their sins be 
as scarlet they shall be as white as - snow, 
and though they be red like cr�son they shall 
be as wool; for He "was delivered for our 
offences and raised again for our justification." 
Eagerly did she listen to this tale of divine 
love� I shall never forget her deep attention, 
every now and then lifting up her hands in 
astonishment, exclaimip.g, "Why it is better 
and better, everything ·you tell me of Him.'' 
But it was now time for me to return home ; 
and on taking my leave .of her, she looked 
beseechingly into my face, and asked. if she 
might " come again and hear more about that 
dear good man the sinners' love1

r ,' ' so I pro
mised to meet her there the following afternoon. 

It was the Lord's Day; anq. as I walked to 
the spot, my heart was lifted up in earnest 
prayer that the Lord would again give the 
suited word. 

Although it was half an hour ·earlier than 
the appointed time when I reached the spot, I 
found her a.nxiously awaiting me. SeatcJ 
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BL.A.OK MARIA; OB,'� WASHED EVER 00 OLEAN,•' 

together, I read to per from St. John's gospel 
the account of the crucifixion. The big tears 
rolled down her black cheeks as she heard of 
His agony in the Garden of Gethsemene ; and 
when I read about the nails piercing His hands 
d,nd His feet, and quoted that verse from liii
of Isaiah, " He was brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth," she 
said in her simple way, "Miss, didn't He cry 
out, Oh ! how could he keep it all to Himself 1"
I showed her how this proved His love, in lay. 
ing down His life for poor sinners, and how He 
shed. His precious blood to wash away their 
sins, for " the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanse th us from all sin.'' This last passage, 
"the blood of Jesus Christ his (God's) Son 
cleanseth us from all sin," she repeated several 
times, as she said she wanted it to stick by her : 
precious desire !

Oh! my dear unconv.erted reader, do you not 
want it to stick by you 1 Do you not want to 
know it's all.cleansing power, cleansing you 
from all sin 1 This precious passage has been 
blessed to thousands of souls, and why not to 
you 1 Ponder this precious truth as she did, 
fixing her eyes 011 the ground for some moments. 
What a solemn silence reigned around ; nothing 
was heard save the doleful bell of an ancient 
_church, anouncing that another soul had passed 
from time in to eternity ! Again we parted ; 
and on leaving, she said, "May the good man, 
the sinner's friend and lover, bless you and 
h'elp you to tell all the tJeople, ,vhites and
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DLA.OK MARIA; OR, " WASHED EVER SO CLEAN." 

blacks, of His precious blood, and great big 
heart for naughty everybody.'' Thus was 
grace already working in the poor black Ayah's 
heart. Already were the scales falling from 
her eyes, as the light gradually broke in upo� 
her dark soul, and the hard and flinty heart 
began to melt under the power of the precious 
truth of God's full and free salvation, so 
sweetly and perfectly manifested in the Cross 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A few weeks elapsed ere I again saw Black 
Maria. Sitting one day in the same meadow, 
I heard footsteps behind me, and in a moment 
my black friend bad grasped my hand; her 
countenance was now radiant with joy ; it was 
the joy of a new-born soul which had drunk 
deeply of those living waters of which Christ 
says, " Whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into everlasting 
life" (Jno. iv. 14) ; and with a heart bursting 
to tell out it's deep and real joy, she said, "Oh, 
Miss, I am so happy, arid it is all through the 
blood of that dear man poor Black Maria is 
'washed ever so clean.'' Together we wept, but 
they were tears of joy, as together we 
thanked Him who had thus plucked another 
brand from the burning. Many and many a 
precious hour since that happy day have we 
spent together talking of Jesus the sinner's 
friend. Eagerly did she embrace every oppor
tunity to hear more about Him who had thus 
loved her, died for her, and shed His precious 
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BLAOK MARIA; OR," WASHED EVER SO OLEAN." 

blood to cleanse her from all sin. Earnestly 
did she seek to tell others of the dear Saviour 
she had found, for her heart had now an object 
worthy of her deepest affection in•her Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ ; and, like the woman at 
the well of Sychar, when Jesus revealed Him
self to her, she, too, was ready to say with 
Samaria's daughter of old,·'� Come, see a man 
that told me all things that ever I did, is not 
this. the Christ 1 '' 

Is not this the Christ, dear reader 1 Suffer 
me to ask you, have you £ ound Him 1 Do you 
know this " friend of sinners.·1 '' If not, you 
8're yet in your sins. Ah ! you need a real 
Saviour, for you are a real sinner. Life is real, 
and it is fast ebbing away. Death is real, and 
it may be rapidly approaching you. Judgment 
is real, and the judge is at the door. Ever
lasting punishment is real, and how shall you 
hen escape it 1 But, I am able to add, salva. 

tion and eternal life are real, and are yours 
now if you, like poor Black Maria, in simple 
faith believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
man-lover of Calvary, the eternal Redeemer, 
the gracious Saviour :QOW waiting to receive 
you in all your wretchedness and sin, with the 
�uilt of many a mis-spent year, dragging �ou
:town to the depths of hell. 0 come to Him. 
Yes, weary one, weary of the world and its 
pleasures, they can give no rest,-Come ! Bur. 
dened one ; burdened with the load of guilt 
too heavy for t)lee to carry and nowhere to 
bury it!'-Come ! Trembling one; trembling 
lest you be no*-, received-Come ·1 for He cast1i 
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BLACK MARIA; OR," WASHED EVER SO CLEAN.,. 

out none ! Self-righteous one, yes ! even to you 
I say ·Come! your righteousness is as filthy 
rags; but He saith, " Whosoever will let him 
take the water of life free'/Jy,'' and "Him 
that cometh unto Me I will in nowise cast out." 
Once more permit me to say to you-· Come! 
and, like Black Maria, you shall be "washed 
ever so clean."· 

With what delight did she now listen to the 
Lord's promise to come again to receive such as 
she to Himself, to be with Himself 

1 
to be like 

Himself for ever. " And He that testi:fieth these 
things saith surely I come quickly." Can you, 
dear reader, add, " Even so, come Lord Jesus ''1 
The believing :A..yah could, and this is the daily 
expectation of the believer in Jesus. Perhaps· 
you may wish to know what the subject of my 
narrative is now doing. I will tell. you. 
Having '' turned to God from idols,'' she is 
serving " the living and true God,'' and wait
ing for His Son from Heaven. "And unto 
them that look for him shall he appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation.'' 

May the Lord bless to you, my dear uncon. 
verted reader, this little narrative of the con. 
version of Black Maria, and her simple faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and lead you in like 
simple, but precious. faith to receive at once 
the message of salyation, and rest your weary 
soul on the same loving Saviour who has thUB 
gecently filled her with joy, that you also 
may be able to say, '' I am �o happy, and it is 
all through the blood of that dear Man ( the 
Man Christ Jesus) that I am washed ever so
<;lecun." H. f.
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YOU HA VE TO MEET GOD t 

BELOVED reader, there is no mistake about the 
matter: "You have to meet God." Think 
calmly, thil).k deeply upon this weighty and 
important fact; that, when you have done with 
this scene, with all its bustle, riches, h_onors, 
yea, everything in connection therewith" You 
have to meet God." Oh l let your soul be 
absorbed with this solemn reality! It is· beyond 
a doubt that you have an immortal, never. 
dying soul; and, live throughout eternity, you 
must, some place or another .. Eternity, with 
.its boundless. expanse, stretches itself out before 
you; whilst the words come pouring into your 
1nind, " Where shall I spend eternity 1" Be 
not so folly-struck _as to turn away from their 
sound, and meaning. They have but come to 
sound in your precious soul, the fact, that you 
must live for �ver ; yea, though you pass 
through the article death, it is but the spirit 
leaving its earthen tabernacle, only to resume· 
it again, in the resurrection. And what then 1 
to say nothing of the intermediate state. 
Eternity! Eter-nity ! ! ETERNITY!!! 

But, has God left us in the dark, in the land 
of obscurity, with respect to the intermediate 
state, and that of eternity 1 Re, blessed be His 
name, has not. Full and clear are His in. 
structions, with respect to both. The veil has 
been drawn aside by the hand of One who 
can comprehend '' eternity '' as He can a 
moment of time. His infinite mind compre-
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YOU HAVE TO MEET GOD. 

bends all. Reader, I pray of you to submit to 
Him who has revealed His mind in His word 
with respect to things now, and things of 
eternity. Is it not your wisdom so to act: so 
to do 1 Do you not feel culpable if you neglect 
them 1 You acknowledge God to be Creator of 
all, and the One who has Hjs- own moral 
government to sustain with respect to.men, do 
you not 1 You say, of course I do ; everyone 
acknowledges that. But again, you quite see 
that God is infallible, and that He has expressed 
His mind and will in His word: and that 
fl.owing from Riinself must be infallible too 1 
You consent to all this. Now, God is not 
merely gracious and kind: He is also "in;fi
nitely holy," and consequently the principles of 
His moral Government must be, as they are, in 
keeping with that holiness. This is revealed 
in His word, and demonstrated in all His 
actings. He is as essentially " holy'' as He -is 
"love." His word also abundantly sets forth 
the fact of man living for ever, and thRit death 
is never extinction of being, but simply the 
spirit leaving the body at the clos� of its 
earthly career, to await the rising again of the 
same. 

But more, man has sinned ; yes, you, dear 
reader, have sinned; but what of God's holi
ness 1 Can it compromise ·with sin 1 Can it 
pass by and not notice it 1 As impossible as to 
hide the smallest action from His gaze. Holi. 
ness cannot compromise with sin, nor pass it 
by. It •is this fact, when viewed in the light of 
meeting God, and spending an eternity some. 
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YOU HAVE TO -MEET GOD. 

where, that makes what I am saying so awfully 
solemn. Holiness in its essence is inflexible. 
Now place the fact of your having sinned, 
alongside of that fact, and see how it will look. 
Can holiness shake hands with your sin 1 can it 
tolerate it for one moment 1 As absolutely 
impossible as that the earth or the moon can 
fail in pursuing their various courses, and 
come in con tact with the . sun. The word of 
the Creator has placed them in infinite space, 
where they are, and they simply obey His 
word, in filling their specific places, and follow
ing their specific courses. It is impossible that 
any derangement should take place in God's 
glorious creation. And so with His moral 
government. For holiness to compromise or 
shake hands with sin, would be a moral 
derangement ind�ed, just as much as the 
departure of the earth or the moon from its 
orb�t, would be a physical one. No; dear 
reader, th�re can be nothing of the kind. Sin 
and holiness must ever be estranged from each 
other, as light from darkness. 

That being the case, how tremendous the 
fact, that you have got to meet God! that you 
have got to spend " eternity" somewhere 
Never, dear friend, was there so momentous 
a question brought to your notice, to engage 
your attention, as the one before you at this 
moment. Place the -whole of the things of 
time, with the doings of .me.n in the scales, 
and every thing wh�n brought together are 
as the small dust of the balance, compared with 
�he momentous fact of having to· meet Goel, 
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YOU HA VE TO MEET GOD. 

and of spending a never .. ending ·eternity. Oh! 
that my pen could faithfully depict the solemn 
facts of eternity. Oh I that I could bring my 
reaaer, consciously, to its threshold ; that he 
might. be fully convinced of the facts thereof, 
and be stirred up with the tremendous danger 
in which he stands because of his sins and 
guilt. Thy sins and guilt, Oh! my reader, 
are in question, because God is infinitely holy. 
Thou art charged therewith, and thy soul. is 
stained therewith. What wilt thou do in the 
day that is comingl How wilt thou meet the 
eye of t� Judge 1 What dost thou think of 
the flaming sword of Judgment 1 Oanst thou 
turn the point or the edge thereof, or avert its 
tre�endous stroke l Canst · thou bear the 
thought of hearing from the lips of a holy 
Judge, the awfully solemn words: "Depart ye 
cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his angels,''-Mat. 4XV, 41. Some 
may mock, · and others may laugh, at these 
facts that soon must come; but surely, belpved 
friend, it is far from thee to be so impelled, to 
be so miserably infatuated. Surely thou wilt 
not wreck thy frail bark upon the rocks of the 
"judgment to come," ot engulf it in the 
surging billo-ws of divine and eternal wrath ! 

But stay, dear reader, I have said_nothing_of 
the "Cross of Christ.'' What of that, you say 1 
Ah, would that I could t_ell you its glories� 
its infinite worth-and, its ability to· deliver 
the " believing sinner '' from the judgment and 
wrath, due to sin; and give him a clear, and 
indisputable title, to enter heaven. 
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Man had sinned, and the claims of divine 
holiness were infinite ; and nothing but an 
infinite sacrifice cop.Id possibly put away. sin, 
and answer the claims of divine holiness. This, 
the infinite sacrifice of the blessed Son of God 
did on the Cross. He appeared to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself. For the present, 
the gleaming sword of divine justice is in its 
scab bard. " God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son." · Wondrous 
thought i W ondrou·s gift ·1 God is glorified 
with respect to sin, and man's desperate need 
is met as a sinner. Is not this joyful news, 
dear friend 1 Could anything be more blessed 1 
God's mess�ge to you is that He loves you, and 
that He gave His dear Son to die for you; 
that by " believing '' on Him. you should not 
"perish," but have "everlasting life.''-John 
iii, 16. 

Let thine eyes gaze at tpe cro�s of calvary, 
and learn, that,-

" The very spear that pierced His side, 
Brought forth the blood to save." 

God Himself pro.vided the sacrifice ; you 
have to repose by faith in its efficacy : in the 
Divine estimate of it, and know that you are, 
thereupon, saved by the "grace of God." 
God's holy eye rests upon the infinite ·and 
eternal worth of that once offered sacrifice, 
and it shelters every sinner found reposing 
in its infinite efficacy. Dost thou want a proof 
of the. Divine appreciation of it 1 It is given 
in the £act that God bas by His power and 
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glory raised up Jesus from among the dead : 
and now we see ".Tesus," who was made a 
little lower than the angels for the suffering of 
death, crowned with glory and honor. Amen. 
He is worthy ! He is worthy ! 

Reader, do you believe on this once dead, 
and now risen and glorified Son of God 1 If so, 
you are blessed indeed. The cup of wrath was 
drained for you, the stroke of judgment has 
been endured by Another. The law has 
wreaked out its curse upon the head of Jesus, 
and the fruits of the victory gained are .yours. 
What are those fruits 1 Pardon of sins.-Acts 
x, 43. Peace with God.�Rom. v. 1. Accept
U.J?.Ce in the beloved.-Eph. i, 6. Relationship 
\vith God.-Gal. iii, 26. Eternal life.-J ohn 
vi, 47. Divine righteousness -2 Cor. v, 21.

Present communion with God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.-1 John i, 3. Restora
tion from failure, that which interferes ·with 
communion, after conversion.-1 John i, 9. 
Grace to sustain the heart under every diffi
culty ap.d trial.-2 Cor. xii·. 9. And, the 
prospect of eternal glory.-Rom. v. 2. 

, Dear reader, these are some of the. precious 
fr,tlts of that wondrous Cross, and your portion 
by having faith in J e::;us. Oh! make sure of these 
untold blessi�gs, by believing in Jesus : flowing 
as ·they do from God, the fr8Jgrant fruits of the 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ. To His name 
be everlasting praiso ! 

E. A. 



THE , TELESCOPE. 

FOR THOSE WHO OANNOT SEE AFAR OFF. 

A YOUNG man was leaving a wo�_kshop in one 
of our large cities to emigrate to New Zealand. 
His shopmates desirous of giving him a token 
of th�ir friendship subscribed and bou�b� a 
telescope. One of them who was a Christian 
was in course asked to give a donation along 
with the rest, but he declined, saying, " That 
if he gave anything it would be entirely on his 
private account, and not in union with them." 
He felt the gravity of a poor godless orphan 
going so far away, with few, if ariy, to care 
whether he was saved or lost-partaking of or 
11eglecting the great salvation. He waB pressed 
in spirit on his behalf, and after looking to the 
JJord in prayer, sent him a New Testament, 
and the following letter which is added with 
the earnest desire that it may be used to the 
opening of the eyes of soll!e who care not to 
look beyond the limit of time, with its uncer
tainties, and scan the horizon of the eternal 
future, fraught with its unalterable certainties. 
"Unto them who do not obey the truth, but 
9bey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish upon every soul of 
man that doeth evil ;-but glory, honour, and 
peace to every man that worketh good." For 
there is no respect of persons with God, and in 
His sight "There is none that doeth good, no 
not one.'' God has concluded all under sin and 
in unbelief that He might have m,ercy wponall. 

111, the faith of this blessed fact the letter 
14 
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was written to that young man, and is repeated 
to you who are strangers to grace through the 
blindness of your heart. 

" Dear J.-When your shopmates were rais. 
ing money to give you a testimonial, I refused 
to give any for reasons best known to myself. 
Not that 1 did not feel for you leaving us, and 
that perhaps for ever, as a thousand dangers lie 
in your path, besides the uncertainty of thi� 
life, " that is even a vapour that appeareth for 
a little time, and then vanisheth away." 

I hear that they have bought a telescope to 
give you. The accompanying book is as a 
divine telescope, which if you ·use simply and 
patiently, will show you "things to come," 
with unerring precision. The future events 
and eternal consequences, and states are plainly 
delineated. Your certain awful future unless 
you be wise in time. You do not know the 
Lord-you rrtlrust meet Him. Like the wicked 
prophet, Balaam, you postpone the time. " I 
shall see Him, but not now : I shall behold 
Him, but not nigh." Oh, dear friend, if you 
would see Him now, look at Him through the 
telescope of the word : hear what He says, and 
believe. You need eternal life, and you have 
none-you need holiness, without which no 
man shall see the Lord, and you have none, 
for you were born in sin-the offspring of the 
man who fell and was driven out of Eden. 
Look through the glass at all the past history 
of man, he al ways failed. God was ever 
patient, showed grace, and when that was 
refused, sent judgment. Look at· the Crosi..ol 
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Calvary, see His love to ruined man. He 
spared not His Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all. You are a sinner, you need this 
Saviour. You are vile, and need to be purged 
from guilt: the precious blood of Jesus alone 
atones for sin. 

No efforts of yours will save you, neither 
works, good deeds, church going, nor prayers, 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ alone can avail.
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
slialt be sav.ed.'' Mock not His blessed word. 
Wisdom will laugh when your fear cometh ; 
with the death dew on your brow there will 
be no room for jesting ; a death hour is a 
poor repenting time; and it is a mean thing 
to turn to God after wasting your energies in 
living to your own lusts and the Devil. Look 
through the telescope and behold the future as 
described by the Prophet. " And· I saw a 
great white throne and Him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled 
away; and there was found no place for them, 
and I saw the dead, small and great stand before 
God, and the books were opened, and another 
book was opened which is the book of life ; and 
the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books according to their 
works. And the sea gave up the dead which 
were in it (perhaps you may be there with the 
weeds wrapped about your head), and death 
and hell delivered up the dead which were in 
them. . • . And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the 
lal� of fire/'-What a sight J
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Turn back t.he telescope to another scene 
where a lqvely One in the midst of His 
disciples with His face upturned to Heaven 
spea.:ring to His Father asks, for all that 
believe in Him. " Father, I will that they 
also whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am, that they may behold my glory 
which thou hast given 1ne, for thou lovedst 
me before the foundation of the world." Oh, 
ulessed eternity for ever with the Lord; it will 
be yours too if you turn to Jesus, but for ever 
in hell will be your eternal portion if you 
ref use to obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Take one more look, then I will leave you 
to God and the Holy Ghost to open your eyes 
to " Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world." Look far away in 
th.e long future and behold the portion of the 
victor through faith in the Son of God. "He 
that overcometh shall inherit all things, and I 
will be his God and he shall be my son. But 
the fearful and unbelieving, and the abomin
�ble, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
�orcerers, and idolaters, and all liars shall have
their part in the lake which burnoth with fire
anc

f 

brimstone, ·which is tbs second death."
· An� he said " Write, for these are the true
sayings of God."

Believe me to be your well ·wisher, 

T.R.D. 
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.THREE �SPECTS OF THE LOVE OF GOD. 

1. IT IS EVERLASTING.-" I have loved thee
with an -everlasting love" (J_"er. xxxi. 3). It
_has no end. It had no beginning. It will
continue through time, and endure thro�ghout
eternity. It found its source in God's own
heart. Its spring was there, and there its
native p!ace. ·" God is Love ; " and that which
God is He was. He knows no change. He
was· yesterday what· He is to-day, and, blessed
be His name, He will be the sam� for ever.
He ever was love, and ever will be love. His
love _is theref o.re from eve:r lasting, dating back
as far as God Himself, where, indeed, no date
can be placed ; it is beyond creation

1 
beyond

tim.e, beyond all things seen, and so it is to ever
lasting ! "Having loved His own, He loved them
to the end" (Jno. �iii. 1). No boundary, no
limit,. no confine, no. sho:re can arres� the sway of
this 'immeasurable ocean. Far as the eye can
reach, 'far as the mind · can penetrate, far as
imagination can wing its �urthest flight-there,
�nd infinitely beyond, is seen to stretch the
grand expanse of love divine. No barrier, no
hi�drance, no obstacle-not Satan's might, not
man's sin can stay the .course of this glorious
river. On it flows rapid, irresistible and free.
Long as God shall live, shall His love continue ;
unchanging as God is shall His love be found ;
true as God is shall His love be proved immu.
table.

2. HIS LoVE IS lNJ.'ENSE.-It is no pre
l8 



THREE ASPECTS OF THE LOVE OF GOD. 

tended love, not one of '' word or of tongue/' 
it is in "deed and in truth." " God so lov.ed 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son.'' 
This gift proves its intensity. " God so loved.�' 
It was a love beyond degree, beyond measure, 
no line could fathom its living depths. It was 
a peculiar love, for " God commendeth His 
(own) love toward us in that while we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us.'' This is not the 
way of human love ! A man might die for his 
rriend-such a sacrific� is upon- the page qf 
history, but. what man would die for an eneiny 1
Such an act would transgress the l�ws of natur� 
itself-would be incompatible wit1i the nature 
we inherit. �ut such is the way of the lov� 
divine ..... ," God, who is r�ch in me!CY, for hi_s 
great love, wh'erewith he lqved us �ven when we 
were dead in sins '' (Eph. ii. 4, 5). Yes,. " His

great love." W �11 m�y the Holy Ghqst �all ip 
so. It was "great,'' it was intense. In�jffe�
ence �s no element of that love. Each �xpres
sion, each feature, e3tch ou�come i� a miracle o_f 
intense affection-a _prodigy of self-sacrific�. 
�' God gave his Son '� -" spared ·not pis· own 
Son ''-" sent His· own . Son in the likeness of 
sJnful flesh and fo·� s'iii.'� "Having therefore 
one Son, his well-beloved, He sent him." 
Moreover that Son came voluntarily, delight
ing to do His ¥ather's· will; and so· we find 
"Chrfst gave himself." " I lay down my life." 
He �! loved the Church anq. g�ve !J_imself for 
it.'' His death was the measure of His love. 

_3. IT rs EFFECTUAL.-_What is grade 1 It is 
love in exercise amid evil. Grace is the term 
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THREE ASPECTS OF THE LOVE OF GOD. 

assumed by divine love in dealing with objects 
in themselves thoroughly unw.orthy. Grace 
looks for no merit in its object, but acts in spite 
of demerit. In order to accomplish this, and 
at the same time maintain the character of 
God in holiness, it falls back on the death of 
the Lord Jesus. Christ. That death is its plat
form. On the ground of that infinitely meri
torious work grace can reign through righteous
ness, and, without the violation of a single 
attribute of God-nay, but in the most perfect 
maintenance of them, all, can take up such an 
object and enrich it· wi'th every divine favour 
and blessing. At the cross " mercy and truth 
met together, righteousness and peace kissed 
each other." Marvellous and magnificent con
dition. . Wondrous concurrence of things that 
differ. Precious confluence of conflicting _cur
rents. Divine solution of an otherwise insolu.
ble enigma. " The cross is the moral wonder 
of the universe." There God bas displayed 
His wisdom. There man has shown his sin. 
The cross is God's master-piece, and the cross is 
man's stumbling bloc;k. The cross is the 
clin1ax of divine love, and the cross is the 
-acme of hun1an wickedness. But the cross is
the channel through which grace can flow
Hl righteousness, and justify the ungodly who
believe in Jesus. Then ·is love effectual. The
love of God is sweetly known by such-is " shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which
is given to us.'' They have '' known and
believed" t;hat love. They can sing in its
praise, " Thy loving kindness is better than
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THE BASKET OF STRA WBBRRIES. 

life." They are the conscious and happy 
objects of it. They· are " accepted in the 
Beloved.'' 

To such the love of God is e'l1e1
rlasting, 

intense, and effectual. 
J. W. S. 

'l'HE BASKET OF STRAWBERRIES. 

MANY years since I was travelling in Cornwall 
from T-- to P-- It was a hot summer's 
day; and, before starting, I had purchased a 
basket of strawberries to slake my thirst. on my 
journey. At the outskirts of the town the 
vehicle stopped, and a lady stepped in. 
She had barely taken her seat, when her eye 
lighting on the strawberries, she ejaculated 
loud enough for me to hear, "Oh, dear me, I 
am so sorry." On hearing her exclamation, I 
enquired the cause thereof, when she replied, 
'� Because I omitted to procure some straw. 
berries to take with n1e to the friend I am 
going to see, who is sick.,' I immediately said; 
"Pray, madam, take these," holding the straw. 
berries to her. ". I could not deprive you of 
them,'' was her reply. "I assure you, madam, 
you are quite welcome to them if you will 
accept them," I answered. " Oh, no," she 
said, '' I cannot take them unless you allow me 
to pay for them,'' at the same time putting her 
hand in her pocket. '' You must have them 
for nothing, madam, or not have them at all," 
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I rejoined. Still she hesitated; but at length, 
when I added, ·"· you must have· th�m on my 
ter�s, 9r not �t all," she per�eived my purpose 
w.as to give and not to sell, and immediately
thankfu�ly received them.

After- they had become her property, I said, 
"The reluctancy you have she-wn in receiving 
those strawberries is just what many a sinner 
shews towards God in the matter of his soul's 
salvation, because he wants to pay God some. 
thing for it." The conversation was here 
stopped by her h� ving to leave the omnib_us. 

A few months after the · above incident 
took place, I was again nearing P-- by a dif
ferent route, which necessitated my crossing � 
river by· a ferry-boat. The boatman was a.

hale old Cornishman, full sixty summers, who 
said to me on stepping into his boat early in 
the mc1rning, by way of excusing the use of the 
pipe which was in his mouth, "Always have a 
pipe ·rJter breakfast, sir," and immediately' 
added, "have been a teetotaller for twenty. 
eight years, sir." His countenance confirmed: 
his statement that he was a temperate man. 
'� Teetotalism is all very well for this life, my 
friend, but it will not save the soul,'' I 
replied_. " So, I find, sir,'� was his ready 
answer. And on getting into further conver. 
sation, I soon discovered that he was in an 
enquiring state · of mind, having been many 
years previously a wakened. to a sense of his 
need of a Saviour. All these years, ho'Yever, _ 
he . had never tasted the. forgiveness of sins 
tbtb�gh the precious blood of Christ, nor the· 
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blessedness of paaoe with· God. As he w�
slowly paddling me across the river, I sought 
to unfold. to him the way of salvation through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and illustrated 
the freeness of eternal life, as God's gift to the 
sinner by the f oregoin.g narrative of the basket 
·of strawberries. I had ·no ·sooner finished than
he exclaimed; " Oh, dear me, I see what I have 
bee� about these· last twenty-one years, like 
that lady wanting to give God something fo� 
His great salvation ; but I see that it is all the 
free gift of His love through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, I have nothing �o do but to take it ; " 
and he then began to rejoice, being filled with 
joy and peace in believing. 

Nine years elapsed ere I again saw my friend, 
the boatman, who, having e�pressed his joy in 
3'.gain seeing me, said, '' Oh, sir, I have had 
the peace of God flowing. into my soul ever 
since you met me in this boat t!iat mor�g ;· 
and besides which He has converted two of my 
sons, one of whom has g�ne to the Island of 
Bermuda to preach Christ." 

Beloved reader, this incident is related if by· 
any means your eyes inay be opened to see 
that Go� is a giving God ; " He so loved _the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
tliat whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life." In the midst 
of a world of ruined guilty sinners, who 
have forfeited every claim. on His mercy and 
favour, He was in Christ reconciling the world 
to. Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them, never judging or pronouncing 'a woe but 
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THE BASKET OF STRAWBERRIES. 

on those who dared to hinder Him in the bles. 
sing of the needy sons and daughters of Adam; 
or those who with the most unmistakeable 
proof of the di vine character of His acts of love, 
turned away from Him, who alone could save 
them from their sins. 

Man is a sinner, and consequentJy lost,--is 
without God and without hope in this world, 
can do nothing but perish in his sins. This is 
true of all, whether those on the righteous side 
of the broad road, or the unrighteous side of it; 
and, therefore, true of you. dear sinner. All 
have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God. God saw this the moment man disobeyed 
Him, and fell a prey to the seducing power of 
Satan in the garden of Eden. And four thou
sand years of probation from the first -man's 
disobedience to the rejection of Christ, and His 
being taken with wicke4 hands and hanged on 
that shameful cross of Calvary, only demon
strated how thoroughly ruined and guilty he 
had become. The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is the solemn declaration of this truth, how hope
lessly lost ·and thoroughly bad you are, dear 
sinner, in God's sight. No exception, for all are 
become guilty, whether it be the privileged 
Jew under law, or the Gentile without law. 
Satan is at the bottom of all this mischief. 
God knows it, but you do not, dear sinner, till 
your eyes are opened by Him who is the Light 
of this world; and Who here was in the midst 
of darkness, yet the darkness comprehended 
Him not. 

Satan's business is to keep precious souls in
24 
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darkness as to their true condition before God; 
he blinds their eyes lest the light of the 
gospel of the glory of God shining in the 
face of Jesus Christ should shine upon them ; 
and he does not care how he succeeds 
whether by that which is good in itself as 
far as this life is concerned, like the Cornish 
boatman alluded to in this incident, or that 
which is grossly evil. Oh, that you may s_ee 
�hat God has provided a salvation for man 
worthy of Himself and His glory, the cost of 
which none can estimate. He, moreover, is too 
rich to sell salvation, and 111an is too poor to give 
anything consistent with the claims of a holy, sin. 
bating and sin.abhoring God, or adequate to 
satisfy His holy requirements and demands. 
The thought of it, dear sinner, �s monstrous. 
What! the Creator selling anything to the 
creature of His bands-to man who has clisobeyed 
Him, and crucified His own .dear Son ! _ -/ 

No, sinner, away with such damningtboughts .. 
God bas provided a propitiation in the person 
and finished work of His beloved Son-that is, 
a way of access into His presence, by that one 
sacrifice for sin, which Jesus was when He 
o.ffered Himself through the eternal Spirit with. 
out spot unto God, so that Adam's fallen 
race can now draw near, in tho true and honest 
acknowledgment of what they are, as taught by 
the blessed Spiri�, and 1,,eceive, as a gift, with
out money and without price, at the hands of 
Jesus, the crucified, but now risen, glorified 
Son of Man at God's right hand, eternal life, 
forgiveness of sins, and eternal redemption from 
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. 
sin and all its consequences, and deliverance 
from �atan and all the power of death. 
. Remember dear sinner, that what Jesus says, 
has done, and gives, has the stamp of eternity 
on it. This is wha� He gives now, in time, 
to those who believe in Him through grac.e ; 
and to consummate all, in a little while; 
when �e co:g1.es the second time, He will give 
eternal glory wit};t Himself in the Father's hou_se 
above, " That Paradise," of which dear Paul 
Gerhardt speaks-

" Of light and love, and song, 
Which the eye at last beholdeth, 
Which the heart hath loved so long.'' 

Do not let Satan deceive you
.! 

The conse� 
quences are tremendous ; if this gift of God's 
love is despised you will be taken and cast _with 
all neglectorB and rejectors into that lake of fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. He 
blinds men's eyes to their real state before 
God. And whatever you :rh.ay be before men,1

if yet unsaved fu God's sight, you are a nee�y,: 
guilty sinner, with a forfeited life inherited 
from t�e first man. For " by one man sin 
entere8. into the world, and death by sin; and 
so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned.'; Oh come at once then to Jesus, who 
still sits at God's right hand to give et�rri.al life 
to as many as the Father has given Him, even 
to those who simply look to Hii:n, believe in 
His name, hear His voice, and trust in His 
precious blood which cleanseth us from all .sin. 

H.P. 
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ii srAN:b WHERE THE FIRE HAS BEEN.'' 

J stand where the fire has been, de�r soul, 
li God'sjudgment has terrors for thee; 

For o'er this world, will it surely roll, 
And no place, but that one, be free l 

" But can a sinner like me, be saved ? 
I've no right to escape the woe ; 

God's love I have scorn'd, and His threat'ninge brav•d, 
I deser.ve but His wrath to know." 

We deserve His.wrath, but He gave His Son, 
. To stand in the sinner's stead, 
That the punishment due, for all we had done, 

Should fall on His Holy head. 
I 

By faith we must cling to His riven side, 
Who has borne our curse a.nd sbaIQ.e ; 

And learn how His love, like a mighty tide, 
Has extinguished for us, its flame. 

Then stand where the fire has been, dear soul, 
And know thou art safe, and free, 

F(?r the precious Saviour ha·s borne the whole 
Of the wrath, and the· curse for thee. 

A. de B.

" WHAT ·THINK YE OF CHRIST 1" 

(MATT. xxii, 42.) 
SOLEMN indeed is the question that the Lord 
Jesus Christ rais�s here in the minds of those 
who surrounded Him, and tho' perchance, dear 
friend, you have no a.oubt as to who He is; 
and you believe all about His holy life, and 
marvellous death on the cross; yet must you 
stand or fall ; be saved or lost, by your annwer 
to these searching words. 

What place has Christ in your heart; in 

• The only place of safety in a prarie fire.
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your life, in your time 1 What thinlc ye of 
·Him?

God has 1
raised Him from the dead ; c,rowned 

Him at His own right hand with glory a:nd

honour. The Spirit of God delights to unfold 
His glories, as in those precious words : " 1.V ho 
being the br�ghtness of his glory, and the ex

press image of his perso1i and upholding all 
things by the word of his-power." Can it be 
then that He who is all heaven's object has no 
place in your heart 1 His blood can alone fit 
you for the presence of God ; is it then possib1e 
that you have no time to yjeld y�urself to Him 
who alone is worthy of your trust 1 

A·gain I press upon your conscience and 
heart this one all' absorbing question : " What

thinlc ye of Ghrist ?'' Many are the questions 
that engross men's minds, and make fleet time 
fly faster, but stay one moment, dear soul, in 
yout carelessness, and bow your heart to such 
an object; such a Saviour as the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

'' What think ye of Christ ? is the test, 
To try both your state and your scheme ; 
You cannot be right in the rest, 
Unless you think rightly of Him. 
As Jesus appears in your view ; 
As He is beloved or not, 
So God is disposed to you, 
And mercy or wrath is your lot." 

'11. E. P.
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FOUR 'l'Hii{GS WORTH KNOWING. 

I want to bring under your notice, beloved 
reader, four portions of the Acts of the Apostles, 
in which occur the words, " Be· it known unto 
you," They bring out four things which are 
well worth knowing. Thank God I know them, 
and God wants you to know them too. They 
contain in themselves the true secret and 
spring of joy down here and for all eternity by 
and bye. 

1. JESUS MADE LORD AND CHRIST.

Will you take your Bible and read the 2nd 
Chapter of the Acts of the Apostles 1 

There, .,, Peter standing up with the eleven 
lifted up his voice �nd said, Ye men of Judea, 
and <;ill ye that dwell at Jerusalem, BE THIS

KNOWN UNT0Y0U,:··Je8us of Naz,a111eth,a man 
approved of God among yoii by ?niracles a·ncl 
wonderi-·s a·nd sig·ns, ivhi.ch Goel dicl, by him, 
in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know :
Hirni, bei1ig delive?"ecl by the determinate 
counsel. and forelcnoiuledge of God; ye have 
talcen, and by iviclcecl-ha1nds have C?"Ucified ancl 
slain . .. Thi8 J es1.ts hcith God raised up . .. be·ing 
by the 1·i:7ht hancl of God exalted. 

:1.'her�f'or(3 let all the house of Israel lcnoio 
(',8Su1�eclly that God hath 1nade that same Jesiis, 
1 1.:hom ye hcive crucified, both Lord and Ghrist.'' 
(vv. 14-36). 

The consequences of the death and resurrec-
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tion -of Christ are stupendous. Here is a 
reversal of Babel; God had come down there 
and confused their tongues. Now Jesus 'has 
been obedient, Jesus has glorified God, Jesus 
has µied,. and the result of the blood-shedding 
of the Lord Jesus, and His being raised from 
the d�ad is tha.t God can send down the Holy 
Ghost to teach in every language the things 
concerning Himself. Know this, says Peter, 
there w�s once. in this wor Id a man that honour. 
�d Go�, every one else has dishonoured God; 
but there .has live'd in this scene, an._d died out 
of this scene � man whose every thought, and 
every word·, and svety action was s.uitaple to 
God, and glorified .God, and God has now glorified 
this One. 

But how did man treat Him whom God 
thus honoured 1 Man cast him .out! Have 
you ever thought of thi� f�ct, God�s Son has been 
murdered in this world 1 .A r�lse friend betrayed 
I{:im, · a _true on� denied H_im, a:p.d all forsook 
Him and fled. Pilat� would have released 
Him, for even to the hard Roman Governor it

was plain there was no fault in Him, but what 
did the multitude cry 1 " If thou let this man 
go thou art not Ocesar' s friend.'' Oresar' s friends 
must side with Oresar, and Jesu's friends must 
side with- Jesus, and there was no one. there 

�that day to side with Jesus. " A w�y with Him; 
_-away with �im,," is the cry: chief priests and 
scribes, the religious men and the rabble all join 
to swell that cry, and now thought Pilate 
'' Oresar is my master, a.nd I shou\d not like to 
offend Cresar, I might lose. my place or. my 
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popularity." Ah ! beloved friend many a· man 
barters his soul rather "than lose his popularity 
in this world. 

But Pilate does not want ·His death-he bas 
another resource-he brings out the poor miser
able guilty Bar bbas, ·the robber and fierce 
murderer, and side by side they stand�the 
cruel robber and murderer, and the peerless 
Son' of God, and Pilate asks which he should 
release unto them. y OU would have said there 
iould be no doubt as to their answer. Jesus 
had healed their sick, raised their dead, done 
good to all, and the other was a wretched mur. 
d_erer-they must choose Jesus. Listen, then, 
listen: to their awful cry;" Not thi� man� but 
Barabbas! '' "Not this man, but Barabbas!'? 
And then they mock Him, and scourge Him 
and on that peerless head they place a crown 
of t4orns, and they lead Him forth to die. The 
robber's cross, th� :P.ea v:y murderer's cross
prepa�ed I doubt not for the, robber, on which 
to expiate his crime�-W3'S laid on · J e�us, and 
He who had life in Himself was l�d forth to 
�ark Golgotha's scenes of agony and death. 

But, you will say, "Do you charge us with 
being the :murderers of the Son of God 1.,, No, 
but if still unconverted, I charge you with 
being partners with -�he world that slew :Him. 
You may not have swelled that rabble cry, 
'� A w�y with Him ! '' but you are indifferent to 
Him. You take the side of the world that did 
it ; are you not still in the world, and 9£ the 
world 1 Does it not own you and claim you 1 
and does not Go.d knpw full well you are not 
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yet Christ's. and have never bowed· the knee to 
Him1 .. 

Do you say, The world is different new! Is 
it 1 Carry Christ into the street and you will 
soon find if it is altered. A crowd will gather to 
listen to a German band or to see a puppet
show, and no opposition be excited, but do you 
get up and s1)eak of Christ at the corner of a 
street, and what ·will you find 1 Presently, 
Policeman B: 27 4, com·es up, and touching 
you Qn the shoulder, says, ·' You must move 
on, the thoroughfare cannot be oh13tructed ; '' 
or, "There is no room for this kind of thing 
here." Ah, no ! there is no room for Christ ; 
there is room for everything else ; but I never 
knew the time yet when the world wanted 
Christ. The world does not care about God, 
does not want ChTist. It did not want Christ 
in that day, ariq it does not care about Jesus in 
this day. If any one does want Jesus, I have 
blessed ne-\vs for that one. Jesus wants you, 
dear friend: more, far more than you want Him, 
Jesus wan ts you r 

God has exalted the one you have no teared about 
as yet. God reverses the action of the world. 
;he world n1ocks and scourges Him; God sets 
Him at His own right hantl. The world murders 
Him ; God raises Him from the dead. ·God steps 
into the scene ·where man has clone his worst,
murderecl the Son of God,-and God lifts Him 
from the grave and puts Hin1. on His throne 
till he makes His foes His footstool. Are you 
His foe 1 "I hope not" you say.  Are you,. 
His friend then 1 "I hope so." Well, I will 
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tell you one thing, if you truly are the friend 
of Christ you. like His company, you like to_ be 
near �im. That is ho-w I guage my friends. 
My friend likes to be near n1e, likes to be with 
me. Do you say you are not His foe 1 Well, 
be honest, are you His friend then 1 A friend 
1nust show himself friendly. If you are not 
His friend, not siding with Him, you must be 
His foe,. and it is a terrible thing to be a foe of 
the Lord Jesus ; you will be His footstool in the 
day of His coming glory. 

But would you not like to be a friend of this 
blessed Lord Jesus 1 If you are not His friend 
you are guilty of the deepest, blackest sin out
side of hell,- -indifference, aye, deep rooted 
enmity to God':s blessed Son. Not merely are 
you a sinner, but you are a gu�lty sinner. 
Guilty of slighting the Lord Jesus. Peter says 
Do you know this 1 the fir:st fact God presse� is 
this, you have slain the Son of God, there is 
your ·guilt. And God. has put Him in glory. 
Have you been going on wearing a garb of 
religiousness without having Christ 1 Then you 
are a hypocrite. Hypocrisy is pretending to be 
what you are not. And there is another side 
to it too, viz., covering up what is really there. 
It is hypocrisy too, if you love Him .and do not 
own Him,-are ashamed to take His side. 

Do you say '' He is Lord 1 '' '' Yes.'' But is He 
your Lord 1 You will have to own Him Lord 
some day, but will you own it only when you 
are His footstool 1 Is it not better to be a 
friend of Christ's now, and a friend of Christ's 
in that day, or a foe now, and His fo·otstool 
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when He comes to reign. My friend, look to 
it, have you only the name of a Christian, 
or have you Christ 1 Are you a real or a

counterfeit christian 1 If you are a counterfeit 
one, I will carry you on a little farther; per
haps you have grey hairs and a long life . of 
religiousness behind you, but death is before 
you, and when ·you die a long funeral proces
sion follows you to the grave in which you are 
buried, and friends mourn you; and your name 
is recoi;ded on your tombstone, and a list of your 
virtues perhaps, but what then :-there is another 
day coming, the day of the first resurrection, 
but you do not rise, and the Lord's people, all th_e 
dead and living, go up to me�t Him, but you do 
not go up ; they are £or ever with Him, but you 
are not there. And long after there comes another 
day, and another resurrection, and the great 
white throne is set, and the �ord whom you 
never knew sits on that throne, and there you 
stand before Him and before the whole universe 
of God in your true character-an unveiled 
liar. All your robe of religiousness torn from 
you; and in your sins before your judge. Do you 
say 1 " This is terrible language." The more �the 
pity that it should apply to you then. It is 
true language, as true as terrible. 

Turn now for a moment to the next thing 
Peter wants us to know, viz., that,-

2. SALVATION IS IN Hrs NAME.

" BE IT KNOWN UNTO YOU all, and to all the 
pe&ple of Israel, that by the namie of Jesus Oh'f'iBt 
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of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, even by him doth this m.an 
stan<l here before you whole. This is the stone 
which was set at nought of you builders, which 
is become the head of the corner. Neither is there 
salvation in any other : for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved." Acts iv., 10-12. 

Man slew Him, but God raised Him and put 
Him in glory. His name is down here on earth 
.to be trusted in. And now this moment, as you 
read these lines, you may know the power of

that name. God grant you may. Can you say, 
He is my- Saviour 1-can you say it honestly1 
Do you say " He is a Saviour.'' �hat will not 
do; it is no use to you His being a Saviour if
He is not your Saviour. The moment a soul 
trusts in Jesus, it is saved. If you have come 
to Jesus, if you are looking to Jesus, if your 
soul is reposing in Jesus, salvation is your birth
right, as a sinner now. You may know now 
that He i� your Saviour. The reason I know I 
am saved is, not that I knew I was among the 
elect, but that I knew I was among the lost, 
and He came to seek and to save the lost. He 
will never shake a sinner off that clings to Him, 
He will not shake off the feeblest soul that 
clings to Him. 

Yes, His throne must come down ere He 
shakes a sinner off that trusts Him. Will you 
not trust Him 1 Will you-not have salvation 1 

Do you say, "I see that He is exalted up 
there, and I see that his name ·is proclaimed-
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down here, and there is no salvation in.any other, 
but is it for me 1'' 

Let Paul answer that question as he gives us 
the third thing God wants us to know. 

3. FORGIVENESS PREACHED, AND JUSTIFICA
TION OBTAINED. THROUGH HIM. 

"BE IT KNOWN UNTO YOU, therefore, men 
and brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the for�iveness of sins; and by him all 
that believe are Justified fro:r;n all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses." ( Acts. xiii. 3 8-39.) 

·' But," you answer, "I believe in the for
giveness of sins." Whose sins 1 ·' Whose, why 
everybody's of course." That is not true, you 
do not believe everybody is. forgiven. Do you 
believe in the forgiveness of Paul's sins 1 He 
believed that himself. Do you believe in the 
forgiveness of mine 1 I believe that myself, 
thank God. But do you believe your own sins 
are forgiven 1-it is all nothing to you if yours 
are not forgtven. Because Christ's blood has 
been shed, and He has glorified God about sin, 
therefore forgiveness can be preached to you. 
" And by Him all that believe are justified 
from all things.'' By Him, not by your tears 
6r your prayers, or anything you can do. 

God comes out and forgives, · as "re get 
in the case of the two debtors in Luke vii. 
"When they had nothing to pay, he frankly 
forgave them both." The one owed . five 
hundred pence, the ot;1er fifty: but neither 
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could pay, and He forgives in His own 
style, "He frankly forgave them both." There 
is the actjon, and the style of the action-with .. 
out � grudge-that is the way God forgives a 
sinner. Oh, taste His love just now, come to 
Him now, believe Him now, taste His forgive .. 
ness, and believe His word. Here is the third 
thing I am to know-that I am forgiven-I am 
justified. Praise the Lord. Do you believe ·on 
Him: ? Then you are to know you are forgiven 
and justified. All that believe are justified. 
Satan cannot raise a single charge. God justi. 
fies, who will condemn ? Christ died for me 
and was condemned for me, that He might 
never condemn me. He will not condemn the 
one He has died for. Does Satan say, '' Look 
at your sins.-" Ah, I say," Look at my Saviour." 
Does He bring up my unworthiness? "Look 
at my Saviour," again I say, "He has met e-yrey 
charge for me and He is worthy." 

Many tell me they do not feel saved, or feel 
forgiven ; but you must know you are forgiven 
before you can feel forgiven ; know you are 
justified before -you can feel justified. 

The last wondrous fact I. bring under your 
notice is that,-

4. THE SALVAT�ON OF GOD IS SENT TO THE
GENTILES. 

"And when they had appointed him (Paul) 
a day, there came many to him into his lodg .. 
ing, to whom he expounded and testified the 
Kingdom of God, persuading them concerning 
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Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of 
the prophets, from morning till evening. And 
some believed_ the things which were spoken, 
and some believed not." His last words to them 
were:-

" BE IT KNOWN, THEREFORE, UNTO YOU, that 
the Salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, 
and that they will hear it.'' Acts. xxviii. 23.24. 
28. It is sweet to see how, in two or three
words God sometimes heaps up the whole of the
blessing He proposes to bestow on the soul.
'' The Salvation of-God!" The moment I hear
the word salvation, it brings this to my mind;
if God sends me salvation, it is clear I have not
g<;>t it, that need no proving; and if God sends
it, it proves, too, th�t I need it. Salvation
comes from God, that is the source. You are
the recipient, and the thing sent iq exactly what
you need!

This was Paul's last sermon, and it was a 
very grand one, twelve hours' long; his whole 
object was to make Jesus precious to their souls; 
and he kept them from morning till evening, 
speaking of Jesus to them, and it is the very 
sweetest· work possible. I would rather be· 
pleading with you for Jesus, seeking to make 
Him precious to you, than be Ambassador from 
the British nation to the greatest foreign
court. I will not detain you for twelve hours 
now, I promise you; but this I also promise 
you, that if you believe the word concerning 
Jesus you will be a saved person ere you lay 
down this paper. Were you steeped in sins 
when you took it up, you may become whiter 
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than. snow ere you lay it down, through the 
precious blood of Jesus, God's beloved Son. Do
you say, "I do not believe in sudden conver. 
sions." Well, I daresay you will be like those 
in. the 24th verse of this chapter; "And some 
believed the things that were spoken, and so.me 
believed not." 

Why did they not believe 1 Because they 
listened to the devil's insinuation, just as you 
are listening to it now. There is one who 
believes in sudden conversions more firmly than 
any in th� universe of God. Shall I tell you who 
that is 1 The most firm and thorough believer 
in sudden conversions is the devil ! Perhaps 
you never thought of that before. I will prove 
it to you. Look at Luke viii. 12. "Those by 
the wayside are they ttiat hear, then cometh the 
devil and taketh away the_ word out of their 
hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.'' 
The moment you hear the word of God, you are 
on this platform-those by the wayside: then,
then what 1 Mark this. Then cometh the 

-

, 

devil the moment they hear, lest they sho1:1ld 
believe and be saved. Was I right 1 Did I 
tell the truth just now 1 Ah, the devil knows 
full well that if you believe the message God 
is sending you through this paper, you will be 
saved on the spot. Satan knows well what the 
effect of the Gospel is,-hear, believe, be saved, 
and how quickly 1 Quicker than the time it 
takes you to read the words. The devil knows 
the truth of this full well ; he knows the Gospel, 
he knows the effect, knows the power, knows 
the force of the Gospel far better than most, 
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even of those who preach it, and because he 
knows the power of the Gospel so well, he comes 
and takes away the word out of their hearts, 
lest they should believe and be saved. He 
does not care what he brings in to draw the eye 
off Christ, or distract the soul from believing 
the word of God. 

I know you have never thought of this before, 
never thought you could be saved where you 
sit, you have thought salvation was a long 
process,-son1ething you had to do. Satan 
likes you to believe that; if he can possibly 
help it he will not let you believe God 
has done it all, and that you may have 
salvation just now through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. '' Some believed, and some be. 
lieved not," and so it will always be, but the 
man ·who does not believe is an infatuated man, 
has not the wariness of a bird even. " How can 
you say that 1" do you ask. Well, the psalmist 
says, "In vain is the net spread in the sight 
of any bird," and Satan sets his net for you no-\v 
and whispers to you "Do .not you believ� in 
sudden conversions, do not you take in this 
sort of thing, you have a good den.I to do before 
you can be saved," But, I say, if Satan did not 
believe so firmly in sudden conversion himself, 
he would not be so anxious to keep you from 
believing in the possibility of it. Oh believe 
the word that God has sent to you just 
now. He sends to you a message of salvation, 
and you must accept it or refuse it, and re. 
member my friend, if you will not take Goq's 
Ralvation you must take God's damnation, for 
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there is no middle ground. So do not trifle with 
God's offer of ialvation. Remember, there is no 
door out of hell though there is an awfully 
·wide door into it,- take care that you do not go
in by that wide doorway !-procrastination�

Are you a .rich man trusting in your riches 1
If you have not Christ what is it all worth 1 
You are a poor man if you have not Jesus, you 
have more sins than sovereigns, more guilt than 
wealth; and when you lie in the grave and the 
worm feeds upon you, who has your gold then 1
'' _My posterity," you say. Yes, but who has 
your soul ? Satan bas your soul,-. your soul 
is in bell. Whatever you have got, if you 
have not Jesus it is allriothing. And, Oh! tell 
me, would not you like to know Jesus, to possess 
Jesus to day1 "Yes," you say, "I would 
willingly barter all I possess to win this salva
tion:" that will not do. God is too rich to sell

salvation and you are too poor to buy it. It 
must be His own "free •gi�t, salvation is free for 
everybody who cares to have it. 

Having glanced at the four things that God 
would have us know, 1st ibat Christ has gone 
to glory, God has put Hiin there, though man 
cast ·Him out; 2nd His name is down here on 
earth to be trusted in; 3rdly that 15y Hin1 I 
am forgiven and justified; and now 4thly the 
salvation of God is sent_ to the Gentiles and they 
will hear it; I would ask you my friend, one 
solemn question ere I close, Where are you 1 
Do you . believe the things, or do you not 1
And I warn you, if God sends you salvation do 
not you refuse it. You get salvation by accept. 
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ing the Saviour. '' Mine eyes have se�n thy 
salvation '' Simeon said

1 
for he held the Sa viou.r 

in his arms. 
What a salvation to refuse. Will you · not 

take it 1 You have nothing to do but to take 
what God offers. Receive Christ, and salvation 
is yours both now and for ever. Receive Hirn 
and you have everything in Him. Christ is 

: like a golden casket, and in that golden. casket 
a magnificent specimen of every precious stone 
th�t is known. The casket is gold, .and I h�ve 
everything in that casket. Everything is in 
Christ, I have life in Him, acceptance t·oo, He 
is made unto me wisdom �d righteo1)sness and 
sanctification and redemption! Possessing Christ 
I all possess, I have everything in I[im, and 
I have only to fall dowh a:qd thank God . 
.A.nd can I lose it 1 Never ! l shall lose etern�l 
life the day Christ loses it, not before ; for I have 
been accepted in Obrist� He took all my sins 
and He is my righteousness� May you dear friend 
lay down this paper knowing what Christ is, 
that from your heart you may echo tbe lines 
of .a sweet. hymn :-

" I have a glorious Saviour, 
Who died upon the tree ; 

My sins He bare and suffered there, 
The wrath of God for me ! '' 

W. T. P. W. 
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" I wish you would take an early opportunity 
of seeing Mrs. J · ,'' said a lady to me lately 
"she is in great distress about her soul and 
nothing gives her relief.'' 

The next day I walked over to the neighbour
ing village of M_ where Mrs. J-- lived. 
On knocking at the door it was opened by het 
husband, who told me his wife was ill in bed, but 
if I liked I could go and see her ; so sending one 
of the children to apprize her of my coming I 
walked up the stairs and soon found myself 
face to face with the person I bad come . to see� 
Her illness I discovered, was the result of 
intense anxiety about her condition as a sinner 
before God, and as she n�rrated to me how she 
had been led fro:r;n a state of carelessness to one 
of deep concern, the tears streamed down her 
face and wringing her hands she begged to know 
what she must do. I took my bible and so_ught 
to explain to her God's way of saving souls; 
how that Christ had come to _give His life a 
ransom for many, and having once suffered for 
sins, .the just for the unjust, He had been · 
raised from the dead and seated at God's. right 
hand in heaven, and that now whosoever be. 
lieveth in Him receiveth remission of sins. 
Nothing, however, that l could say gave her 
rest, once or twice a gleam of light broke in 
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upon her 1nind, but the next moment it was 
shrouded in darkness, so I said '' now tell me 
Mrs. J-- what would give you peace 1'' 

She then began to ·say that she ·had heard and
read of the wonderful experience of others, ho,v
Jesus had appeared to them in dreams or visions
and instantly dispelled their fears,_and they had
felt thenceforward they were saved. But no
such thing had happened to her and she wanted
it. " Oh " she exclaimed, "if I could only see
the Saviour standing by my side, showing to me
His five wounds, and saying to �e, ' Poor sinner
I died for thee,' I should be satisfied." So she
was looking for a vision of that kind and would
not be co1nforted because she had it not.

Dreams and visions are but doubtful things
to base our assurance of salvation on, and so
are feelings and experiences. The Scriptures
do not say '' he that dreameth, feeleth, or
experienceth hath everlasting· life," but "he
that believeth on the Son ,·, (John iii.). Do you
-believe in Him 1 Without righteousness
and strength, as sinful and helpless do you
trust Him ,Yho died for the ungodly. If you can
sincerely say" Yes," then be it known unto you,
that by Him all that believe are justified from all
things (Acts xiii. 37). Not shall be but are. Let
your 1nind rest for a moment on this precious
staten1ent. Consider what it means and ·whose
authority it bears. Si1rely it was penned to
meet your case. Not for the sake of others to
the exclusion of yourself was this ,vord given.
A stranger you may ever be to d!eams, visions,
and ecstacies, but be assured if you are amongst
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'' all that beUeve '' you are justified from .all 
things, Hesitate not to b�lieve this divine and 
blessed testimony. Be no longer faithless but 
believing, rest on the simple word of the Lord, 
aught else might fail you, that never will, ii. 
abideth for ever, eternally sure. 

" But there must be some great change 
wrought within me before I can go to Jesus 
a�d be saved "' said one who was earnestly 
besought to decide· for Christ. What change 
are you waiting dear soul 1 Are we told any. 
where in Scripture to wait for a change before 
believing in Him 1 Were you sick ,vould you 
tarry till your health improved ere you sought 
the physician 1 Is He not willing to receive 
you as you are 1 Indeed He is. Will you not gq 
to Him 1 If you have never been before, go 
now as a sinner needing His Salvation, go as a 
,veary one needing rest, and as surely as you 
go, so surely will you be welcomed, pardoned, 
and blessed by Hin1. 

And if you· thus trust yourself to Jesus, let 
your ·knowledge of salvation come from the 
word of God �lone. Clear, simple, positive, 
and all sufficient are its records as to the 
security of the believer in Christ. He shall never 
perish and none shall pluck him from the shep
herd's h�nd (John x. 28), everlasting life is his, 
and for him there remains no judgm-ent. He has 
alre·ady passed from de�th unto life, and is meet 
for the inheritance of the saints in light (John v. 
24, Col. 1, 12). Accepted in the beloved, the 
favour of God rests on him as on the risen a.ud 
exalted Christ. " As is the heavenly such are 
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they also that are heavenly" (1 Cor. xv. 48). 
" And as He is so are we in this world (1 John 
iv." 17). Wonderful words, but n9 more 
wonderful than true. 

You tremble still to believe that this is so . 
.Are you then afraid to receive the fulness of 
blessing which the simple belief of the truth 
would give 1 Why are you troubl�d and why 
do thoughts arise in your heart 1 Would God 
mislead you, or can you be wrong in trusting 
His word 1 Oh let us have faith in God; faith 
in the risen Christ of God ; faith in the written 
word of God. Let us cease to look for frames 
or feelings, visions or dreams, and as we own 
Jesus as the only Saviour, so let us own the 
written word as the only source from whence 
the knowledge of Salvation comes. 

W. B. 

HA VE YOU MADE YOUR CHOICE 1 

"Betwixt what l'' you say, Betwixt God and 
Satan; betwixt Heaven and Hell; betwixt 
happiness a:p.d misery for ever. 

"Well," you say," I confess I havn't thought 
so much of it as I ought to have done, but 
there's plenty of time." 

That is your awful mistake! 
.Amongst ma�y·who have made it, God gives 

us a n1ost notable instance. There was one who 
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'Vainly thought that his iife consisted in the 
abundance of the things he possessed, (Luke xii.) 
His crops were large, his increase great, his 
barns overflowing, and his heart taken up by 
his goods. I doubt not thoughts of God and 
eternity sometimes stole over his mind, but 
Satan whispered," Look at your goods-plenty 
of time to attend to the claims of God.'' He 
took the bait, believed the gild�d lie, said to his 
soul, " Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine ease, eat, drink and be 
merry;" but he had coml)litted a fatal error, 
and ere the morning.dawned, life had fled from 
the pampered body, and a hopeless eternity had 
broken . on his God-rejecting soul. He �ad 
deliberately made his choice, and God had 
taken him at his word, for in choosing the 
world he had chosen the God of this world
Satan. (2 Cor. iv. 4.) But, my reader; I firmly 
believe this one thing about him, that he never 
meant to be lost; for h·e says to his soul, "Thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years.'' It 
may be he cherished the delusion thousands are 
cherishing_ to-day, of turning to God on a sick 
or death bed ; promising himself many years 
before that unwelcome time should come. How 
little the poor procrastinator thought that dea�h 
\Vas, as it were, waiting in an ante-room, ready 
\iO step in l One word from God, and the dread 
waiter has calmly walked up to his victim, laid 
an icy hand upon his shoulder-it may be while 
he slept-and quietly retreated as he came; 
leaving upon the couch whereon had lain the 
God-rejector, a lump of clay; and freeing the 
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F-:oul to lift up its eyes in torment, He had 
1nade his choice -is it possible your's can be the 
fintne 1 

Have you made your choice 1 
"Well," you say, "I hope to do so soon." 

\Vbo does not 1 But a word to you, your " Soon" 
u.n.y be God's "Too late." Are you sure of another
�:-\.y 1

Have you made your choice 1 
"Not yet, not yet,'' you say. 
Then another brief word, whatever it i� 

which is keeping you back-business, ho\1se, 
lands, fame, family, ·pleasure-if you place any 
value upon that soul of yours which a momenf 
may transport into an eternity of misery, cast 
it aside and give yourself no rest till this ques. 
tion of questions is settled. 

I am persuaded God is asking you while you 
read this article, '' What is a man profited, if 
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul 1 or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul 1'' and solemnly warning you- that 
" The son of man shall come in the glory of 
his father with his angels, and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works." 
(l\fatt. xvi. 26.27.) 

"BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WHICH TAKETH 
AWAY TJIE SIN OF THE WORLD." (John 1. 29.) 

R.H. G. 
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�he circumstances in which the person. was 
found who uttered the above words ·will afford 
the reader some idea of the surprise and joy we 
felt in thus discovering one who, having believed 
the testiinony God had given of His Son, was 
only living to l)rove that the Kingdom of God 
,v:as not meat and drink, but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

In conveying my sons to their school a few 
miles in the country, I had 1nany times observed, 
that, which to the natural eye, seemed a most 
pitiable object: an old man, passb1g-tbreescore 
and ten, very f�eble, kneeling on a heap of 
stones by the roadside, ,vi th one hand leaning 
on a stick, to support his weak body, and with 
the other using a hammer, labouring to earn 
the bread that perisheth. My children bad 
·often ministered to his temporal need when
passing outward on the Monday and homeward
on the Saturday; but it was our privilege, and
pro:fi t I trust, to be ministered unto on this
occasion; by one who appeared to have nothing
but poverty in and around him.

Driving as close. as we could, I sn.id to him,
" My friend, have you ever heard about the
Lord Jesus dying for sinners.'' lii. a moment
with face beaming with heavenly joy pe replied,
'' Yes sir, and I know that He died for me."

"Then," said I, " you are a rich n1frn indeed ;
breaking stones to-day and in the glory to-n1or
row.''

" Yes Sir, and. it may be in five minutes;
and I can say with Job, ' all the days of my
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appointed time will I wait, till my change 
come.' But He who died for me, sir, has 
promised that He will never leave nor forsake 
me, and His presence makes my paradise.'' 

No· sooner was the last word uttered, than 
the toil was resumed ; our hearts had indeed 
been filled, and bidding him farewell, we drove 
on; not without deeply exercised souls as to 
the precious testimony to that .never failing, 
never wearying grace of Qur Lord Jesus Christ, 
which was sustaining this " weak thing " of 
God's choice in all his need, and turning that 
which naturally could only contribute misery, 
into a paradise by His presence. 

Returning again in a few hours, . I told him 
�ow we were cheered this morning, and although 
I had so frequent.ly passed him during the 
winter, how our eternal relationship w�s only 
now discovered by us. 

Again, like the sound of a well-tuned instru. 
ment, when touched, he said " Yes sir, brethren 
in Christ, and we've. got to do with a good 
Father and a kind Saviour.'' 

God had revealed His Son in the heart of 
that dear old man, and Jesus had becorp.e 
everything to him, and the water tha.t He had 
given him, was in him a well of water, spring. 
ing up into ever lasti�g life. 

I have often challenged my soul with this 
question, surrounded, as I am, in the providence 
of God with every earthly comfort,-is the 
acquaintance with my blessed Saviour of such 
a character, that the withdrawal of all these 
temporal comforts from my lot, would only 
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serve to make more manifest. that " the life I 
now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of. the 
Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for 
me 1" 

My dear unconverted friend, what are thy 
thoughts of this old man's happiness 1 Thou 
hast not yet drawn from those living waters 
that had filled his soul; thou art not yet .stand
ing in the attitude of waiting for God's son 
from Heaven, and until thou hast believed in 
�hat finished work He accomplished at His 
first appearing, thou wilt have no joy in the 
contemplation of 1fis second coming. But stop, 
poor sinner, God discerns that feeble desire in 
thy heart to return, His own spirit created that 
need in thy soul; listen, 0 listen! as the glad 
tidings of the grac'e of God are ringing out 
their closing peals with more than usual clear
ness to thee poor heavy laden and thirs�y one, 
" And whosoever will let him take the water of 
life freely.'' Then shalt thou prove, even here, 
in the midst of tribulation that" His presence 
makes thy paradise." E.P.

DO OR DONE. 

It is Satan's one grand object to mar the God .. 
wrought perfection of the plan of salvation, and 
to keep those who are in deep exercise �bout 
th�ir souls' salvation in the dark, and .. perplex 
them with everything that savours of uncer. 
tainty. Let uncertainty fill their hearts, and 
he knows that that will bid farewell to their 
enjoyment of " peace with God." He blinds 
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their minds lest the light of the glorious Gospel 
of Christ should shine unto them, and they 
should be saved. 

w·hen he observes a soul convicted of sin, 
and made miserable with the thought of it, and 
with the fact of not being prepared to meet 
God, he immediately suggests something that 
he knows the anxious soul will grasp at, as I?eing 
according to the legal condition of human 
nature. He immediately suggests the idea of 
"doing" to it. And what is Satan's " doing" 
to be saved 1 It is a thorough rejection of the 
revelation God has given of Himself, it is also 
a denial of the fact of man's absolute ruin, and 
that His need has been met in the cross of 
Christ. How important, then, for the soul to 
reject the foul suggestion of the enemy to " do '' 
and be saved. 

Beloved reader, are you in deep exercise of 
soul about your sins, and the eternity that lies 
beyond 1 But again, are you on the ground of 
"doing" to be saved 1 If so, you have given 
the· ear to Satan's lie, and his infidel attempt to 
do away with God's revelation of Himself. You 
have listened to him who would fain hide the 
cross from your view, and hinder you from en .. 
joying the precious fruits of Christ's death ·here. 
Let not his foul insinuations darken your under .. 
standing· any longer: receive light from .the 
heavenly lamp of irupiration, and it shall bo 
your conductor a.s applied by the Holy Spirit, 
into the enjoyment of perfect peace, and tho 
knowledge of salvation. 

But if it is Satan's object to darken the under. 
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standing, and hide the glory of the cross from 
-the soul, it is also the object of God to enlighten
the mind, and lead the soul to. behold all its
great and deep need met in the atoning death
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

But alas, how often the soul lingers in the
land of" doing to be saved." It is not an easy
thing for man, deeply exercised about his soul's
salvation, to let go every " twig" at once, to
have every " prop " knocked from beneath him.
But the twigs must be let go and the props
must be knocked a,vay, before the soul can be
conducted into ·peace with God. And now the
question fully rises up before our souls, as to
whether it is by " doing" that the sinner is
saved, or whether it is through faith in what
Christ ha$ ·' done " 1,800 years ago upon the
Cross. Is it "do " or " done " 1 What beneath
the sun can. cast light upon this important
enquiry 1 What can answer this immense ques.
tion for the soul 1 N_othing but the word oi
God. Oh! my anxious reader, let me conduct
you to this heavenly fountain of light, there to
be enlightened with the light of God. " The
entrance of thy words giveth light, it giveth
understanding to the simple ," Psalm cxix.
130. There are no uncertainties with God.
His word is as ·a moral sun, dispelling with its
bright beams every particle of darkness and
uncertainty from the soul, -and filling it with
the most absolute certainty about salvation an�
eternal things. Faith receives it as the message
of God, reposes in its statements, and experiences
their peace-giving power.
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But what does that word tell to a divinely 
exercised soul, one whose conscience is ploughed 
by the sword .of the spirit 1 Does it say, Do 
your best and all will be well 1 Nay. Does 
it say, Keep the law and be ye saved 1 
Nothing of the kind. Does it say, Mend your 
ways, and so be accepted with God 1 That with 
an unregenerate sinner is an utter impossibility. 
What then does it say 1 It says, 0 sinner, that 
you are verily deserving of eternal wrath, and· 
to save you from that wrath, the due reward of 
yo� sins, Jesus the Son of God-the Divine 
substitute, came and died upon the cross, and 
" finished '' a work by which the sinner can be 
saved eternally, and that by resting your soul 
by faith upon that " gloriously finished work,'' 
you are saved. Listen to the words of the 
expiring S� viour : " When Jesus therefore 4ad 
received the vinegar, Ee said, It is finished_ : 
and he bowed His head and gaye up the ghost." 
John xix. 19. 

Mark well, oh my reader, it does not say that 
the sinner has to " do," or that Christ is 
"doing"; nay, but that it is " done." Yes, 
done as God would have it: done to His satis. 
faction arid glory, and to the believing sinner's 
present and eternal joy. Tell me, 0 my dear 
reader, my fellow traveller to eternity, are not 
those words, " IT IS FINISHED " precious words 1 
A world of infinite blessedness is found within 
their compass. Eternal glory shall be your's by 
simply resting upon them. Yea; present peace, 
pardon of your sins, eternal life, and association 
with Christ in the glory, shall be your's, by 
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simply believing in the " risen " Son of God 
who uttered those words before He expired. 
His resurrection being the proof that God has 
accepted that " work " which He " finished." 

- Can we not decide then·, beloved friend, that
it is not by" doing" that the sinner is saved, 
but by Christ's eternal " done " 1 The words 
" It is finished '' settle that point in an absolute 
sense. " He was delivered for our offences, and 
was raised again for our justification," are words, 
which clench the matter in• the soul, especially 
wlren we read the verse that connects itself 
with that: " Therefore .being justified by faith 
(or on the principle of faith), we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by 
whom also we have access by faith into this 
grace wherein we stan�, and rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God " Rom. v. 1, 2. 

Rest, then, dear soul, upon Christ's eternal 
'' done,'' and thou shalt be saved, and then it will 
be your's aright to serve Him, who died for 
you. E. A.. 

SAT.AN DEFEATED. 

1 JoHN, III., 8. 

God reigns in light alone, 
None may with Him compare ; 
To seek the eternal throne 
How should another dare P 

Yet one bright creata.re of His hand 
Had fain usurped tiupreme command. 
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An angel-host has shared 
His foul apostasy ; 
For such is hell prepared, 
But not, 0 man ! for thee; 

Though, by thy fall, in Eden's bloom, 
Thy foe would have thee share his doom. 

To Paradi5e farewel1, 
To innocence an end ! 
Thy pathway leads t-.> hell, 
But God is still thy friend : 

He gives a new Foundation-stone, 
Because thou coulds't not stand alone. 

Look back to Calvary's fre6; 
Behold how God doth give ! 
The word of grace is free, 
Believe on Christ, and Ii ve. 

Refuse, and thou shalt surely dwell 
With Satan and his host in hell. 

That fierce malignant band 
Now rule the darkness here, 
The word of grace withstand, 
To mark our steps are near; 

But safe in Christ, who cannot fail, 
Thn weakest saint shall yet prevail, 

To Paradise above 
The risen Lord, who died, 
In fulness of His love 
Will take His ransomed Bride. 

And earth, set free from sin's ·dark stain, 
Shall own her God's eternal reign. 

ANON. 
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The following letter was written by one who, 
till the age of thirty.five, served Satan well, as 
his own words show, and far enough his feet 
had st�ayed on the '' dark mountains" of sin. 
1,he-shepherd sought the wandering sheep until

he found him, and now he Ii ves to pra.ise the 
,vondrous grace and love of Hi1n who came to 
seek and to save the lost-even Jesus, who 
saved him just because Ile was "not willing" 
that he should perish, and Who is able and 
willing to save you also, dear reader; if you 
will let Him. May the simple record of His 
Grace to another ,vin your heart to trust Him, 
·too, and to receive Him as your Saviour and
your Lord.
H DEAR FRIEND, 

I received your very welcome _letter and 
was so happy to hear from you agn.in. Many 
times have I sat by the sea beach and wondered 
as each steamer passed up to Brisbane, if there 
·was any word from you to me in her. And I
asked tbe Lord ·to let me know whether you
were gone home . t.o Him, and now your letter
has come. I should have written by last mail
but I wanted, by God's help, to give you an
account of God's wonderful dealings with me.
I thought it my duty to tell· you what I had

67 



been, and I prayed the Lord for strength to 
write it to you, and I know you will not turn 
from me on account of my former evil ways, 
but like our forgiving Lord will freely forgive 
me too, and help me to praise Him for His 
grace to such a vile sinner. 

"The packets of-' God's Glad Tidings' always 
come safely and are so useful here. Many of 
the men here are shepherds, going at this time 
of the year to {iifferent stations, these I press 
t� take the " Glad Tidings " with them, for as 
the angel first proclaimed. the glad tidings to 
shepherds at Bethlehem may not the Lord be 
pleased to _bless these same tidings to shepherds 
in Australia, and many more m�y hear the 
good news through them. 

'_' Y 01� told me once in Edinburgh that I might 
write and tell you anything as though I was 
speaking to . you, I am doing that now, but if 
you think the story of God's wonderful grace 
to me would lead any other sinner to trust Him 
too, will you put right any mistakes in spelling 
I may make before you ;have it printed, 

'' As you know, I was born in Edinbro'. I 
was the youngest of :fiv� children. My father 
I can just remember, he was a printer and 
died when I was very young, but my dear 
mother's image is as fresh as though I had but 
just lost her; the little lessons and prayers she 
taught me I could never get rid of through all 
my wicked career. She was_ one of God's 
humble servants, ever impressing on her 
childrens' minds bible truths. I can remem-
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her how anxiously she would have me repeat 
my prayers after her and tell me of our Lord, 
how He suffered to save us. Many a time my 
heart has ached to think how much I have 
caused her to suffer thro.ugh my wickedness. 
·When I was at home last my aunt told me
that my mother was ever praying for me that
the Lord in His �wn · good time would bring
me home and make Irie one of His children.
Yes, with her last breath she pleaded for me.
She died in ·the Edinburgh Infirmary ; there.
where she pleaded so earnest] y for me did it
ple'"ase the Lord t� answer h�r dying_ cry, in
His oWfi time and way. All the Glory to
Him

"A few years after the death of my father I 
was placed in.the .Orphan Asylum, as my poor 
dear mother could do nothing with me. I would 
not remain at school and she had to work hard 
to sustain me and my sisters. I had every 
oppo�tuni ty to learn for I was placed under a 
God-fearing teacher; a man whose memory is 
dear to me now. In after years his words often 

_ came to my mind and convicted me of my evil 
: ways. Oh I had I been guided by him or my 

dear mother what miseries should I have 
a voided, but I was prone to evil. I would not 
learn, so the committee ordered me to be· sent 
to learn a trade. Here again the Lord cared 
for me, for I was placed with a godly family, 
near Glasgow, to learn the weaving trade. My 
master sent me to a night-school, but I shewed 
such wicked temper that the teacher sent me 
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away in disgrace. My good master tried to 
teach me at home to no purpose. Many times 
I ran away, and he followed' me to Edinburgh 
and would take me b�ck, but after three years 
struggling this good man let me go my own 
road, writing �nd telling my mother he feared 
the Lord had given me over to follow my own 
evil ways. My poor mother knew where to 
carry her sorro--ws, to Him who can be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, and earnestly 
she cried to the Lord by ·my .b�dside that I 
1night be made one of His o-wn flock. 

"Aboutthistimepassingdo,vn theHighStreet, 
my eldest brother saw 1ne in con1pany with some 
wicked boys, he saw enough to convince him I 
was getting money by some unlawful course. He 
said nothing to me then but sent me home, but 
next morning before I was awake he came 
into the bedroom and dragging me out of bed 
lashed me with the buckle end of a belt that 
butchers usually wear to carry their steel. 
My poor n1other tried in vain to interfere, but 
he would not leave off till a neighbour came in 
and took n1e from him. I was bruised and 
bleeding, he no doubt n1eant it for my goo_d, 
but such an unmerciful beating was the cause 
of driving.n1e fr�m my home altogether, for as 
soon. as 1ny wounds got well I turned on the 
streets, cboosi11:g for my companion_s thieves 
and pickpockets, and would never go near my 
mother's house, and if I met my sisters I 
avoided the1n. Soon I ,vas taken before a 
magistrate for the£ t, and sentenced to some 
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months imprisonment. At the end of the time 
the good chaplain took me kindly by the band 
and walked with me from the goal with the 
intention of taking me to my mother's house ; 
but behind us some of 1ny forn1er companions 
were following, and making signs for me to 
come back. Satan prevailed, I broke a·way 
from the man of God and went back to my 
evil ways. I went .on now from bad to worse, 
till I was taken with two more young lads in a 
robbery, and sentenced to seven years trans
portation. This was a severe blow to all my 
friends. My poor mother_ nev�r recovered the 
shock, her health failed froni this time. She 
visited me in prison, and never can I forget 
the expression on her dear face as she begged 
me to repent and to seek the Lord while He 
wa.s to be found, and to })romise to write to 
her. She-1)art-�'1 from me confident that the 
Lord would answer her prayers in His own 
good time and way. I ·was very sorrowful for 
some time after this, but it was not godly 
sorrow that worketh repentance. 

" I with many others was s�nt to W akefi.eld 
to undergo the first })eriod of our sentence, one 
of the two boys· convicted with me died there, 
the other I never saw again. 

"In my lonely cell at v\Takefield, Thad every 
opportunity to· consider my ,vays, and a letter 
I received from· my poor ·mother, with a small 
lock of hair from my youngest sister, who 
al ways loved me, set me to think, I betook 
myself to pray, but there ·was no sincere cry 
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from the heart. I thought. as long as I made 
an outwai:d show of godliness I would be saved. 
I was like the foolish virgins with no oil in my 
.vessel, I had not the grace of God in my heart. 
Thus I spent the first part of my sentence, and 
after eighteen months of separate confinement 
I was removed to Portland. Here I was 
allowed to mix with the other prisoners when at 
work in the quarries. Here I met with a 
young man from Edinburgh, a professed infidel. 
He laughed a:Q.d sneered at all my good resolu
tions, and instead of avoiding him, I drank in 
all his wicked notions respecting the Word of 
God. I was ever at his side w}len not at work. 

Oh! s4ould these lines ever come before any 
young man who has left a parent's roof, take 
heed who you choose for a companion-if he is 
given to speak of God's holy Word lightly, or to 
ridicule or sneer ·at it, avoid him as you would 
a poisonous snake. You cannot put fire in your 
bosom and not be burned: sit not in the scor
ner's seat. By the time I was to le�v� Portland 
for a foreign.co:untry, I was hardened in wicked
ness. I took every opportunity to scoff at the 
children of God and to speak against His holy 
word. After three years spent at Wakefield 
and Portland, I, with many more, was conveyed 
on board the ship that was to take us to Van 
Diemen's Land, that young man was among 
the number, and now I was as bold and wicked 
as he. I said in my heart There is no God, and 
I tried to convince my mind that His Word was 
enly a ' cunningly devised fable.' 
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"After five months we arrived at Hobart 
Town. Here I was sworn into the police, and put 
in the water police boat. Now I had my freedom 
again ; though not free to leave mv situation 
or leave the country, unless I received a_ free 
pardon from government. Here I had every 
opportunity to cease to do evil and learn to do 
well, but my heart was hardened. Oh, how 
e�ily might He have cut me off as a cumberer 
of the ground without hope and without God; 
but all glqry to Him, He spared me. Oh i 
should an u.ncon verted soul read these lines, I 
implore you value your privileges. Go where 
God's grace is preached, let nothing but illness 
prevent you. There you will be in� the way, 
like the littl� man in the Gospel, of seeing 
Jesus as He paHses, and there He may speak to 
your soul. 

·' All my spare time after this I spent with my
infidel companion, and trusted to his advice in 
every way. He had been well educated as far as 
worldly learning went, and I looked up to him. 
After two years, I, with two �ore, was recom. 
mended to the Governor for our free pardon on 
nccount of some little merit we showed in the 
execution of our duty,. and we regained Dur 
liberty. How happy I felt, but there w�s no 

J gz:atitude to Him who had preserved me from
death, when ,so many had been cut off in their 
sins, but rarely one so wicked as I. I was now 
about twenty.two years of age, and there being 
a great demand for sailors, I chose this for my 
future calling. Hobart Town being a great. 
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place for fitting out vessels for the sperm 
whaling trade, I joined one of those vessels for 
eighteen mon tbs. "\Ve -had a mixed crew, and 
I was soon one of the most· forward in wicked. 

· ness, having no sense of shame when I dared to
blaspheme that holy name. I was soon heartily
tired of this whaling life, then ,ve were paid off,
and after running through my money, I deter
mined to go in the coasting trade, and for some
years I continued at this.

�� I need not pain you with the details of
the next fifteen years. I made two more
whaling voyages,_ ana. the rest of the time was
in coasters or ashore. Many a tin1e during
those years the Lord delivered me from death,
two instances I will give you, and though at

the time I felt no gratitude t_o Him for pro.

longing n1y life, and not cutting me off in my
sins, yet now will I praise Him for ever, and I
will tell of His wonderful mercy to others. I

joined a sn1all schooner trading between New
Zealand and Tasmania, and after being some
months in her, we got a cargo in Hobart Town
for New �ealand. Having got all ready for sea,
the crew were allo,ved the last night ashore,
with strict orders to be pn board by day-light.
In the morning my messn1ates all went aboard,
but I ·would not go, Rather than be persuaded
to go I ,vould risk loosing the wages coming to
me. I had no fault· to find ·with the captain or
"n1ate. I was not dissatisfied with the vessel and
liked my shipn1ates, but there was something in
n1y mind telling me not to go. The vesse�
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sailed, taking another 1nan in my place, and 
few days after the nffws ca1ne that the vesseJ. 
was lost and all hands. But even this did not 
soften my heart, instead of thanking God, I put 
it all do-wn to chance, little thinking that not 
even a sparro-w can fall to the ground ·wit.bout 
His leave. 

"But again He saved me wonderfully. It ·was 
the time of the 1\faorie war, and I was in a 
barque going a ·whaling voyage. We were to 
trade among some of the Sou th-Sea Islands. 
We had a _large quantity of drink on board, and 
the captain took to drinking to such a degree 
till he was never sober, or on deck, at last he 
went out of his mind, and in this awful state he 
went before his Maker. \Ve buried him on a 
small island, far from his loving wife and family, 
and the chief mate took command. He, too, 
took to drinking, and soon left the vessel to the 
care of the second mate, who was a sober, steady 
man. Many of the men found some means of 
getting at the drink, and disregarding the second 
mate's orders, brought it on deck and 1nade those 
drink who were not inclined even. Thus we 
,vent on, till the Lord sent a storm upon us. 
1V e were driven on a lee shore, and though ·we 
let go both anchors, yet the cables ·were snapped 
n,sunder as threads. Some of the men went to 
Io,ver one of the boats, and I, in a state of 
drink, was going into the boat to fend her off 
from the vessel's side, when I missed n1y foot
ing anrl fell overboard. In. falling I struck 
against some broken spar, or against the vessel's 
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side, for I lost all consciousness, and but for 
God's mercy to my poor soul I must have been 
lost. 

" When I came to my senses, I found my
self lying in a Maorie hut, very much bruised 
and hurt on the left side. The men in bringing 
me to this hut had carried me through a deep 
stream of fresh water, and thus lying before a 
£.re, and the clothes drying on me, I caught a 
cold, and have never been rid_ of a cough again. 
_Still I had no gratitude to God who preserved 
me, and left me where there was still hope of 
mercy, but I was, grateful to the young man 
who was .the means of saving me at the risk of 
his own life. Two of my_ shipmates were 
drowned, and several s_everely injured. I left 
soon for New Zealand, to get _i;nedical aid. 
Arrived �t Port· Lyttleton, I was soon able to 
take a situation as cook in a gentleman's family. 
He was a minister of the Gospel, and I can never 
forget bow that man of God prayed for m�, and 
bow he would tell me of the great love of Obrist 
for sinners. But all to no purpose-I was in 
darkne�s ?,nd I hated the light-and soon I 
yearned to get away from this servant of God. 
I told him as I was not fit to go to sea I would 
go on a sheep station. He tried to persuade 
me not to go away, but J w:ould not listen; lilO

pressing a book into my hand, he committed me

to the care of the Lord. 
"I went up the country with some ship .. 

mate�, and stayed tp.rough the sea�on, and 
returned to the seaport still poorly in health, 
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but I thought a long sea voyage would re
eover me. I went to Sydney and joined a 
vessel going to China, but before we arrived at 
Shanghai I was confined to my hammock with, 
as I thought, cold; the Dr. ordered me to hospital 
there, and in a few weeks the vessel left me, as 
I was not fit for my work. The cough got 
worse, accompanied with pain in my left" side. 
Here I read part of the book that I got in New 
.Zealand, and it made me feel most miserable in 
my mind-. the thought would strike me, what 
if it should all be true 1 I would cast the book 
aside and try to drown thought, but I found that 
more difficnl t to do there in a sick ward than in 
the midst of iny former companions. 

"After some time, the English Consul sent me, 
with some more invalids, aboard a mail boat going 
home. When I arrived at Greenock, I took the 
train for the little town where I had learned to 
weave in my boyhood. There I hoped to see 
those good people whom I grieved so much in 
my youth, but the Lord had taken them home. 
I W6>nt to look at the church which they tried 
so hard to make me attend, but all seemed 
changed-the minister had gone, and another 
taken his place-there was no one- to welcome 
me. My former playmates were all scattered; 
the railway now ran through the ho:use we had 
lived in. I was very much cast down, and I 
left for Edinburgh, hoping to find a friend there; 
but no, there was not the friend I looked for. 
I enquired of a butcher if he knew either of my 
brothers, who belonged to the same trade; ho 
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said they ·were both dead years since. I tried 
to find my aunt, with no better success. I 
·walked do,vn the High Street, quite broken
down in health and spirits. I felt alone, with
a heavy burden of guilt pressing me down.
Everywhere I went there were painful recollec.
tions of n1y early life. Oh, dear friend, I
thought there was no hope for me. I ,vent into
the infirmary, my side ·was so bad I had to sit
up most of my time; here n1y mind was ever
brooding over my wicked life; turn where I
would, there was no peace for me. Conscience
was now awake. I feared to die-and meet Him
·whose name I had so often ridiculed.

"The Dr. examined my side, and after leaving 
with his students, he came back and told me 
to set my mind on things more lasting than this 
life, as he thought my ti;me was very short. 
I thanked him ; and now I ask the Lord to make 
many of our Drs. like this Christian man
faithful to the souls as well as giving medicine 
to the bodies of their patients. I· was greatly 
alarmed-I dared not look up-lthought there 
could be no mercy for such as me. I tried to 
remember His word, but I could not think it 
meant me-though one verse of it hung on the 
wall opposite my bed-that vers� from the 3rd 
of John, "God so loved the ·world that be gave 
his on] y begotten son,. that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." I turned over and over in my mind, 
could this "whosoever" include me 1 but I could 
not see it. Then one of the young gentlemen 
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going round with the students came up to me and 
asked 1ne if I would like to see a friend of his. 
I said I would be very glad, and I have ever 
firmly believed that the Lord Himself s�nt you 
to me through· �hat gentleman. You will re. 
member what you read to me, and spoke of 
Jesus. It was the 14th chapter of John.* 
It seemed as though the Lord were speaking to 
me })ersonally. I got this word, "If ye· shall 
ask anything in my name, I will do it.". And 
though, as you know, I could not get out of 
bed: I cried to Him there in bed to blot 
out my sins for His great name's sake, and 
to teach me by His spirit. And the Lord 
heard and answered· and sent His peace into 
my heart, instead of the dark despair; and then 

• It was the Lord who gave the word He meant to
use ; all the way along· I told Him how utterly weak 
and helpless, even frightened I felt, for it seemed so 
solemn a thing to be the only one to go and speak to one 
so close to eternity, and I would fain have waited to find 
one better fitted for the work, but my fri()nd urged my 
going at once, saying he had promised I should, and 
that the Dr. scarcely thought his patient would last 
through the night. It was my first visit alone to the 
infirmary, a.L.d I had never been in one of the men's 
wards. I told the Lord, if He did not show me the 
Word He would have me read, I �hould not be able to 
find the most familiar passages. The only Word I got 
was the 14-th of John. Once I turned away from it, it 
seemed scarcely a suitable portion :for one in J. B.'s state 
of utter despoir, but as I sat by that bedside, there 
seemed no . other chapter in all the Bible, and I was 
constrained to turn again to it. How the Lord used it 
to his soul, his own words tell. 
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I felt no more fear of death and judgment, for 
the Lord had· removed the sting from death, and 
taken the judgment for me. 

" Here my mother had gone home to Him, 
praying for me to the last, and here for the 
first time did I pray to the Lord. Oh, should 
any doubting soul ever read these lines, I 
would beg of you to take the Lord's own word 
for it. . He means mercy for you, no matter 
how great a sinner you have been ; it is our 
unbelief only that, stands in the way. Oh, 
then, do taste and see that He is good. The 
Lord .Jesus would never have suffered all 
through His life and have died such a hard 
death if His power to save was to be limited. 
No, He says, He came to call sinners. If you 
have not tasted the love of Jesus yet, do not put 
it off till sickness overtakes you, as I did. His 
word says, "Now is the accepted time." How 
many of my companions I have seen taken away 
suddenly without a moment's warning. 04, do 
not put it off till a more convenient season. Only 
tbink what a comfort it is to know that when
ever the Lord is pleased to call us we are ready 
to go, no matter whether in the day or the night, 
on land or at sea, we are as near home one way 
as the other. Notice the end of the child of 
God, how- happy he is at going home. Well 
might covetous Balaam wish to die the death of 
the righteous. 

"Dear friend, how well if ,you would only 
take the word of one who long tried the service 
of Satan, that his wages are hard, that as sure as 
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holiness and happiness go together, so misery is 
linked with sin. There was no pleasure in the 
things whereof I am now ashamed, but _I have 
found consta;nt happiness in the love of Christ ; 
in His peace, that the wor Id can neither give nor 
take away. You go to Him, He will not r�fuse 
you; He will not turn you away empty.. You 
may not be able to say a long prayer, or 
make use of big words; the Lord wants none 0£ 
that; only ask Him in your own heart; He 
hears the least cry of faith. 

" And now, dear friend, I need tell you no 
more, for you a�e aware of all that has happened 
to me since the first time you came to me ·in 
Edinburgh Infirmary (more than five years 
since). I will only add what has struck my 
mind very forcibly, how wonderful �re the ways 
of the Lord and His love. I came home to my 
native city after so many years a complete 
wreck, weary and heavy lad�n with sin. He 
sent me away clothed with the riches of His 
grace. May He bless these lines· to some other 
poor weary soul, is the prayer of 

Yours truly in Christ, J. B." 
To J\ B's. own account of God's ways of 

grace witp him, I :-will only add that against 
all human hope the Lord raised him up and 
has kept him a bright witness for Himself for 
five years ; u.si�g him for blessing to many soul� 
and enabling him to speak boldly for Chri£t 
to many 0£ his former companions in sip.. For 
a year after his conversion he he· remained in 
Sootland, but hemorrhage of the lungs retu:p;i .. 

1l 



A MOTHER'S PRAYER .ANS WE.RED. 

ing on every attempt to do anything for his 
livelihood, the Dr, advised his going to Aus
tralia. There he is occupied in carrying the 
Bible far into the bush ; if men will buy it of 
hiin, well; if. not, he leaves it with them. His 
faith in the word of God, that it shall not 
return to Him void, but shall accomplish that 
which He pleases, is boundless. His know
ledge of the Bible as sbe,vn in his letters is 
often surprising to me, remernbering that five 
years since he did not know where to find a 
single passage, nor bad opened it even for 
fi_ve-and-twenty years. But he hl!ngered and 
thirsted after His word, and at each visit to 
him, I saw had found out some fresh beauty in it. 

Often his first question was " Have you got 
some new subject for me to look up 1"

Dark though he felt his· sins ·had been, the 
blood that had cleansed them seen1ed of too 
immea$urable value for him ever to put a 
doubt on it. 

The word that met his soul's need at :fir:st 
has seemed to be the key-note of his life ever 
since,-and the Lord honours his· simple faith 
so that, to those who know him, it is always 
refreshing to bear him say, or rather write, 
that he is " asking the �ord " about anything 
in which our hearts are interested. 
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COMPLETE IN HIM . 

.A group of earnest listeners bad gathered 
round a dear servant of the Lord, one autumn 
evening, as he stood in the open air, at the 
head of the beautiful bay of R--, and sought 
to win the hearts of poor lost sinners, by 
telling the sweet old story of redeeming love, 
and that there is salvation, even for the chief of 
sinners, through the blood-shedding and death 
of the precious Saviour. 

About this time the Lord bad begun a work 
in the souls of some dear mill girls in the town. 

A young woman of this class was standing 
near me -w:_ith a very staid, earnest expression on 
her face.· " Have you come to Jesus 1" I 
enquired. " No ! but I would like very much 
to ·come to Hin1." I ·was, of course, interested 
in the dear girl, and going over to a servant of 
the Lord among the crowd, ·who had much 
experience in dealing with souls, I requested 
him to speak to her. 

Being of a retiring disposition, E-- told m_e 
sometime afterwards, when I got to know her 
better, that she was not pleased at my calling 
Mr. F.'s attention to her. Perhaps Satan, e-ver 
ready to make use of anything to divert the 
soul from the one object of the Spirit of God, 
the immediate acceptance of Christ, God's 
unspeakable gift, took advantage of the little 
circumstance I have mentioned, to keep her 
that evening from the loving Saviour. Ho,v
ever that might be, she went away still unsaved. 

E-- had been awakened to anxiety about 
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her soul some time before this during the 
revival in the village of Duntocher, and 
believed that she 4ad been for a long time 
seeking the Saviour; not seeing the truth 
that He, the Good Shepherd, had been a much 
longer time seeking her-a poor, wandering 
sheep,-and just wanted her to stop and allow 
Him to pick her up, lay her on His .shoulder, 
and carry her home rejoicing. She was like 
many, looking for something in herself to 
bring to God. 

Never can a soul get rest until it ceases from 
the vain effort to find something in self, the 
thing which Go<l has condemned on the cross, 
and in perfect helplessness, as a lost sinner looks 
right away to Jesus, believing that He accom
plished the work eighteen hundred years ago 
on Cal vary' s cross, and said " It is finished." 
The devil could shake you about your ex. 
experie-nces, your frames, and your feelings, 
for these are broken reeds to ,lean on. But he 
never can shak_e you on the ground of the 
finished work of Christ, that is a rock he 
cannot touch. You can lean upon that with 
your whole weight. Every other ground of 
eonfidence will give way, depend upon it. 

'· Lord, while. our souls by faith repose 
Upon Thy precious blood; 

Peace, like an even river flows, 
And mercy, like a flood.'' 

One day E,--was walking along the str,eets 
at the dinner hour, when she met a Christian 
young woman, who was a mill worker, in com. 
pany-with another,the wife of an Evangelist

i
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who, though he had come down to Rothesay for 
his health, was seeking to do a little work for 
his Master. 

E,-.-- was introduced to the Evangelist's 
wife as an anx_ious soul. The Lord gave the 
right word at the moment : ''Ye are complete 
in Him." Ah, she saw it all now. Yes, it is 
all in Jesus at God's right hand. Salvation in 
a look to Him. No goodness in �e. He is my 
righteousness. 

It was the work of a moment; or, rather, I 
should say, no work at all; for at such a mo .. 
ment my soul is made to see when I cease to 
do--cease to struggle, and in perfect helpless .. 
ness acknowledge that I have nothing to do, 
Jesus has done it all, long, long ago. I am 
saved. I have only to·rejoice in Him, and what 
have I done ? not so much as lifted my little 
finger in the matter. 

E,-- went on her way rejoicing, she 
scarcely seemed to feel the pavement be .. 
neath her feet, the load was gone. She met 
her sister and told her with joy that she had 
found the Lord at last. 

But, alas ! dear E-- thought a good 
deal of her joy, it was so very delightful that 
unconsciously she began to rest there. " He is 
our Peace,'' says the word, and the Lord must 
teach this babe in Obrist that she must not be 
taken up with her joy or feelings in any way, 
but that it must be Hin1 on whom she must 
rest. 

Many a bitter moment, the soul has in learn .. 
ing that frames and experiences are no mor'; tQ 

' 
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be trusted than the. shifting sands, or the ever-
1noving ,vaves of the sea. Nothing but the 
,vritten vVord of God gives solid resting ground. 

E--'s joy ·was gone ! \Vhat was she to 
Jo 1 In distress, she sought her closet that 
Saturday night, when the. rest of the fan1ily 
had retired, resolved that out of it she would 
not con1e until the cloud between her and her 
newly-found Saviour had passed away. 

A.gaiu she was enabled to rest on the precious 
words: '' Ye are COJnplete in Him.'' Ah! she 
rested firmly now on the Word of God. 

Rising from her knees in great joy, she went 
into the room where the family were sleeping, 
she awoke her mother-grasped her hand, " Oh, 
mother, I have found Jesus!" A.11 the family 
were a wake now, and sa.t up in bed, weeping. 
There was joy, also, that night, in the pre
sence of the angels of God, over that one sinner 
brought to repentance. 

Sitting ·down on a stool at the :fireside, she 
sang a hymn of praise to Him who had loved 
her a-nd washed her from her sins in His own 
blood. 

On Lord's day morning, with joyful heart, 
E-- went into the morning meeting. A 
great work of the Lord was going on among 
the mi!J-girls. E-- t�ld one of the two dear 
evangelists who were labouring there what 
the Lord had done for her soul. " Praise 
His name; He saved-you just about the hour 
when, eighteen hundred years agb, He rose from 
"the dead, after having put away our sins on the 
Cross," was his reply. 
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E-- was one who proved the reality of her 
conversion to God by her after life, which 
,vas a consistent one. Her mother and sisters 
could say : " E-- is a Christian, and lives 
like one." Her mother once said to me: "This 
is a poor attic, but we never can forget that 
E-- was born again here, and that makes 
it seem a bright place to us.'· 

Beloved reader, where are you 1 Are you in 
Christ Qr out of Christ. If you are out of

Christ, no matter what you may be-member 
of a church, Sunday school teacher, perhaps
amiable, moral, religious; or, on the contrary, 
making no profession at all; careless, godless, 
living in pleasure, h�ar ·what God saith about 
you : " He that hath the Son hath life, and he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not life," but 
" the wrath of God· abideth on him.'' 

Are you _anxious to be saved 1 Do you see 
that Christians are the only truly happy people 1 
-and well they may be. Their sins are go:q.e ;
Jesus has made an end of them on the Cross.
And what a glorious prospect they have of
being for ever with that beloved,_that precious
Saviour, who is now to them "the chiefest
among t�n thousand, the altogether lovely
One." W�at are you waiting for 1 for some good
feeling within yoll: to bring to God a little con
viction of sin 1 Are you saying : " If I could only
feel I was lost.'' I do advise you, most earnestly,
just to believe what God's Word says : That
you are lost, and never mind whether you fe�l
it. Give up all effort, and believe that the
work is done-it is finished. C. M'T.
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'' SALVATION is of the Lord," and a soul saved 
is God's .work, �nd therefore a work for eternity.
�t is a work that Satan can neither do nor 
undo, but a work that God delights to do, and 
that He will never :undo. Do you believe this, 
poor sinner 1 Now listen to me for a few 
mom en ts while I tell you of the free and 
sovere�gn grace of God, iri the salvatio;u of a 
poor smner. 

I was on my way from the railway station 
to the little meeting room where I was to 
preach, in a sn1all fishing town in Scotland, 
when I was asked by a Christian man if I 
would go and see a poor young fellow who was 
dying. I at once consented to do so, having 
nearly an hour to spare before the time an
nounced for my meeting. The friend who asked 
me to visit the young man led the way, and soon 
we 'were in his room ; there, upon .his bed, lay 
what bad once been a fine young man twenty. 
ni.ne years of age. That fatal deadly disease con. 
sumption bad brought him thus low, its awful 
sweat lay heavy upon him. I saw he was fast 
sinking and that if he was to be saved at all, 
it must be now.

His history as a sinner is soon told. He had 
lived hard and fast, and had been a prodigal, 
to all intents and purposes. He had wasted 
his health and substance in riotous living; 
but he _had spent all that he bad without 
obtaining happiness or satisfaction, and now 
in all the weakness and helplessness of disease, 
be desired to return to the parental roof 
that he had so long deserted; and die under 
the care and nttrsing of those simple .. Christian, 
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praying parents. He was brought home on 
a Monaay, on the evening of which day the 

·friend who took me to his house first saw him.
The sick man asked to have read, · the Gospel
narrative of the conversion of the dying thief.
My friend read it, as it is given in Luke xxiii.,
which drew from the dying man the remark,
" That's' grand/'

On Tuesday, the day following his being 
brought home, I saw him, and have already told 
you how I found him, as to his body; now I 
will tell you how I found him as to his soul. 

I found God had been working in him l?y His 
Spirit, and had shown him that he was a _lost 
sinner, and that it was an a,yful thing to go into 
eternity unsaved. 

His agony about his soul seemed almost to 
make him forget his body, and he never expressed 
a desire to recover. Salvation was what he 
longed for, but he questioned if there was 
salvation for such a wretch as he had been. 

I opened my Bibl_e and read to him from 
I. Tiµi. i., 15. "This is a faithful saying, and
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners."

I then asked, " Are you a sinner 1" " Indeed 
I am;'' he replied. '' Then Christ came into 
the world to save you,'' I rejoined .. I then turned 
to Rom. v., 8, " But God commendeth His love 
-toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.''

I again asked, "Are you a sinner"1'' h
replied, " Yes, that l am.'' " Then Christ died
for you," I said.
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I then turned to a thi1 d SJripture in Luke, 
xv., 2, "This man receive· h sinners, and eatetb 
with the1n." 

One more I .asked, " Are you a sinner 1"
" Yes," was his earnest emphatic, reply; and 
turning on his elbow, he looked across the room 
to the friend who had brought me, arid said, 
"I ken I see it plainer, Donald." "But, man, 
you must believe it,'' replied the frieucl. 

I then ·went over the three ScriptuFes above
m�ntioned again, and asked h�m " Who did 
Christ co1ne into the world to save 1" "·sinners," 
he replied. "And ·what are you 1'' "A sinner," 
"Then Christ came into .the world to save you; 
believe it.'' "For who1n did Christ die 1'' I 
asked, "F9r sinners,'' he said, "And w)J.at are 
you 1" " A sinner," " Then Christ died for you; 
believe it." "Whom does Christ receive 1"
'.' Sinners." "And what are you 1" "A sinner." 
"Then Christ receives you, believe it, and you 
are saved." 

He drew a long breath and exclaimed, " I 
·wish I could say I was saved!" "If you
believe that you are a sinner, and that Christ

'came into the world to save you, and that He 
receives you, then you are saved," I rejoined. 

The blessed Spirit of God applied the word, 
light broke in upon him, and he was saved. 

I now read a fourth Scripture, Galatians, 
ii.; 20. "I am crucified with Christ, never. 
theless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me; and tbe life which I now live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith of the son of God, who 
loved me and gave hi1nself for me." '' Who 
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does ' who ' mean 1" I asked ; " Jesus." " And 
who is 'me ' ?" " Thomas M--" " And 
what is between you both 1" "Love." 

He turned on his back and said "I wish I 
could make a littlo prayer to Him.'' '' Thomas,'' 
I said, "He wants you to thank Him;'? ·when 
be immediately said, "Lord Jesus I thank you 
for having loved me and received me." 

My friend and I fell on our knees and praised 
God for having shewn this poor prodigal that 
Jesus bad loved him, bad died for him, saved 
him, and received him. 

When we rose up, he said, "Fetch in my 
mother." We gladly did so, and in an instant 
mother and son were weeping with joy, as each 
embraced the other; the mother praising God as 
she heard from her own son's- lips, tho cheering 
news " Mother He has received me ! " 

Prayer was anS"wered, the prodigal was saved, 
and the joy -of that humble room and its happy 
occupants, was but a faint picture of the peculiar 
joy th�t God the Father, the Son, the Roly 
Spirit, and all Heaven itself were now indulging 
in over this returned and saved and happy 
prodigal. 

Thomas M. was brought home to his parents 
on Monday, was saved on Tuesday, and on _the 
following Thursday evening he fell asleep, with. 
out a doubt or a murmur. Glory be .... to God for 
this trophy of His g�ace; surely where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound. 

Should this account meet the eyes of any of 
Thomas }I. 's companions, I ,vould beseech them 
at once to be reconciled to God. 
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There are two events which may occur at any 
moment ; the second coming of Jesus, or death ; 
and while you are unsaved you are prepared for 
neither. 

Oh then at once " Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved and thy house/, 
and thus be prepared for either event. 

There is nothing left for you to do in the 
matter of your soul's salvation, for Jesus did it 
all, more than eighteen hundred years ago.; and 
having done it, Re-said "It is finished." It is 
salvation first, and then works follow, to please 
Him who has saved us. We are .not saved by 
our holiness, our good works, or our service; 
but we are saved to be holy, to do good works, 
and to serve.

Look now by simple faith to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you will be saved, for His word is, 
"Look unto me and be ye saved," and then, 
until Re come, live and work to please Him, 
who has saved you. 

H. M. H.

FORGIVENESS WITHOU'l, CHRIST. 

ONE day I was called to visit a person, who 
was soon to pass out of this world. I found 
him coughing very much, with his head re
�lining on a pillow, and with all the signs of 
rapid consumption about him. I asked him, 
of course, a few sympathizing questions, and 
then I enquired what his hopes were for eter. 
nity 1 He said he felt he was very ill, and was 
praying to God to take him to heaven. I 
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opened at once upon the precious and all suf. 
ficient work of Christ, and asked him if he was 
a believer. I found him, as I thought, dull and 
uninterested (although I was told eventually, 
that there was hope in his death) and whilst 
pressing upon his notice the history of the 
brazen serpent and the bitten Israelite, with 
reference to his own case, his wife who was 
sitting by with a baby in her arms, and to

whose presence I had before p?,id no attention, 
uttered a sound as if she herself had an interest 
in the great history of a crucified Redeemer. 

Turning to her, I said, '' Then do you know 
this truth 1 " She answered, " I k:riow some. 
thing of it, but you can't get it without prayer." 
I suppose she was struck by the way in which 
I kept pointing her· husband to the Saviour as

the object of faith. I said, "My good woman, 
1 am not at all against prayer, but as a servant 
of the Lord, I am C(?me to present Christ to 
the notice of your dying husband." "Ah!" 
she· replied, "but we must pray too." I en .. 
quired if she herself was at p�ace. She said 
she had known it once, but could not say she 
was happy now. . Before I left, I spoke gently 
to lier in such language as this. If I were you, 
I would leave aside the question of anything 
for him to do, and just read him as occasion 
offers, or repeat to him a few texts, mentioning 
the text in John v. 24-" Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, he that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath ever
lasting life, and shall not come into condemna
tion, but is passed from death· unto life." I 
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was also particular in repeating, that prayer 
was to be just left where it was, and that she 
was to try to point him to an object. 

Three days af t"er I called again, and found 
him fast sinking. I spoke to him about Christ, 
and he thanked mQ, and perhaps was a little 
softened, for he said he should be glad to see 
111e again. I saw his wife alone, and she was 
more decided than before upon our· not being 
able to get salvation without asking for it._ How
ever, I repeated what I had said before with the 
addition that if God, as He doubtless did, hear 
prayer, His answer must be, to shew Christ to 
her husband as the only name given among 
men whereby must be saved. Christ, I said, 
w·as a real Saviour and to be saved we must have 
a positive manifestation of Himself to our souls. 

She turned at once, and said '' It was not the 
case ·with me, I found the pardon of my sins one 
day as I was walking in the garden, without 
seeing Christ at all." I rejoined, "Ah! my 
good ,voman, that accounts for your having lost 
your pea�e. Forgiveness of sins is not lasting 
unless sensibly in your own soul connected with 
Christ, as if always is in God's estimate." "In

whorn we have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 
His grace.'' Eph. i. 7. Instantly it came into 
my mind that this is the reason why so many 
people "fall away," as the term is. The mes
�age received is a blessed one, bnt it lasts only 
when connected wi_th Christ, known and appre
ciated; otherwise it but "dureth for a while." 

w. w.
84 



JOYF1JL JOE; on, 

THE CROSS 'I1HE SETTLEMENT OF SIN. 

I WAS ·asked to visit a poor 1nan ·who was lying 
ill and unsaved; and, "lviy daughter here, sir, 
will shew you where he lives," said the person 
who asked n1e to go. I soon found myself in a 
poor -looking room, by the bedside of a man 
·who bad evidently known hard times, and was
now suffering very much from chronic bron
chitis, with a terrible cough that had quite
prostrated him for over nine years, and confined
bi1n to bed the greater part of that ti1ne. As a
consequence, - deep poverty was marked on
everything· within the walls of the house, for
lie was past work these many years; ancl. instead
of his providing for his family, his wife and two
daughters had to provide for the1nsel ves and
him, out of the scanty wages they earned at the
factory. Still, notwithstanding this, there ·was
an air of respec�ability in the house, and an
evident desire to make the best of things, that
brought with it a certain measure of · relief, as
the heart well nigh sickened at the thought of
the abounding sorro,v and misery-the fruit of
folly, disobedience, and of sin-of the manifold
for1ns of which but one class was typified here.

After a little introductory conversation, we
soon turned to the question of his soul's eternal
salvation. He was free to speak about it, poor
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fellow� shut up there in suffering and want, with 
few to visit or speak to him, a stranger's face 
and a word of sympathy was like an angel's 
visit to him. He had not much fear of death: 
not that be saw the way exactly through it, but 
he was religious, and he had good thoughts of 
God. 

" But if you were to die to-night, where would 
you go to 1'' said I to him. 

"To heaven, I hope 1" was his reply. 
" But why do you hope to go there : m_any 

won't-in ·what do you differ from.. others, that 
entitles you to that bop.e 1"

" Well, I do all I can that's good, .and I try 
to live the best way that I can, and I believe 
in God, and I hope I'll ·go to heaven when I
die.'' 

" Yes, all very good; but you know ' the 
devils believe and tremble,' and they are :none 
the better for it." 

"True," he said, rather staggered at the idea, 
and struck with the possibility of his ground 
not being altogether so firm as he had thought 
it was. "But," he added, after a little pause, 
" the devils b�lieve ana tremble ; they do not 
believe and serve .. " 

" Well, and do you believe and serve 1" 
"I do." 
"You serve God 1 How long hf1ve you served 

God 1"
" Oh, this long time 1" 
" How long 1" 
"These_ many years now." 
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" How many 1"
"Oh, a good many-perhaps a dozen or 

thirteen." 
"But have you ever been converted 1"
" Well, I can't say as to that, exactly, but I

have served God now these many years; that, 
I'm sure of." 

"But Judas Iscariot served also. The Lord 
Jesus chose him as an apostle; and sent him. out 
to preach the Gospel, and to cure diseases, and 
do many similar things along with the other 
apostles; and we know that he was a traitor 
after all, and has gone to hell." 

" Oh, I hope not I hope no person has gone 
there, nor ever will go there. That's an awful 
place, aind it's f1P. awful thing to say of anyone. 
I would not say that of anyone. I hope God is 
too good t� send anyone there. Oh, no; I 
wouldn't say that of anyone." 

�' But do you believe there is such a place as 
'everlasting burnings.'" 

/4..fter a pause, he replied, thoughtfully
1

" Yes, I do; for the Book says it ; and if I did 
·not believe in 'everla�ting fire,' I could nQt
believe in ' everlasting life ' for it i� the s�me 1 

Book that tells me of the one that tells me of
the other also. I m-qst believe it.''

'' Well, and if you had your de�erts, which
would be your proper portio:u, eternal life or
eternal judgment 1 1'

"Eternal judgment; I know that, if I had
my deserts, for there's p.Qt � wickeder living
man ip. the town than I have been."
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'' And how then are you to escape it, if you 
deserve it 1 How do you expect to get to 
heaven 1"

" Well, I just do t.he best I can, and pray to 
God, and believe, and hope He will have mercy 
on me when I die, and overlook my sins." 

'' That He won't. He couldn't do it," I re. 
plied. 

Looking at me with a mixture of amaze. 
ment, curiosity, and contempt at my ignorance, 
he replied in a most cynical tone, " Then there's 
no salvation for me.'' 

"No," I calmly said, "not in that way." 
" Then how am I to get it 1 let me hear your 

way." 
" Now," I said, " look here ; suppose you 

owed a bill, say £10, at a place of business, and 
you could not pay it. And suppos� there were 
different partners in the firm; we'll call them, 
for example, Mr. Wjlliam, and Mr. Henry, &c. 
Now, if you went in one day to make known 
your poverty, and found Mr. William making 
up the .books, and he said to you, ' Well J o"e, I 
know you are a poor man, and cannot pay the 
money; I will overlook your account in the 
book, and not charge you with it,' would that 
not make you -very happy 1 and you would come 
away in great peace and tell the wife that- it 
was all right now that Mr. William had over
looked your account, and you need not pay the 
money1" 

"I would, to be sure.'' 
'' Now, suppose next day you met one of the 
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other partners, Mr. Henry, say,,�and he said, 
t1oe, you owe us £10 ; ' you wo11ld say, ' Yes, 

but Mr. William has overlooked the account, 
a.nd I havn't to pay it. 'Oh, but,' says Mr.
Henry, 'Mr. William bas no po,ver to do any
sltch thing, he is but one of th� firm, and the
firm demands it, so get ready to pay or go to·
prison,' where would your peace be then 1"

" I confess it would be gone in a moment." 
'' To be sure it would. But suppose, instead 

of that, Mr. William bad said, 'Joe, you are 
poor and cannot pay ; I ·will pay for you,' and 
he put his hand into his pocket, and pulled out 
£10, and popped it into the till for you, and 
said, ' There Joe, the money is paid ; I will 
give you a receipt, and put 'paid' to your name 
in the book;' would you then be afraid to meet 
the rest of the firm, ·with the receipt in your 
poc�et 1" 

"No ; that I would not." 
" Well now Joe, God could not overloolc your 

sin. His righteousness demanded the payment 
of the debt ; but what justice demands grace 
provides ; and in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God has shewn how ' He can be just, 
and the justifier of him that believeth on 
Jesus.' The cross is not the overloolcing but 
the settlement of sin.. The debt is paid, and 
being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.'' 

" 'BoTd shall I stand at that great day, 
For who aught to my charge shall lay ; 
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While by Thy blood absolved I am 
From sin's tremendous cur�e and fear.'" 

Thus I went on to tell him of the storv of 
. 

V 

the cross, and- as I looked up, I saw his hand 
stealing over the bed to get bis handkerchief 
to wipe away the big tear-drops that were rot. 
ling down bis cheeks, as he was trying to stifle 
his emotion, but perceiving that I had noticed 
him, he said · in a broken voice, '' You must 
really excuse me, sir, for I cannot help .it; but 
there's something in that that touches me. I 
havn't grit* �ny this many � long year, for 
my heart is �s hard as -� stqne, but somehow 
that touches m�, a}:!d I c�nnot help it,n And 
then he fairly broke out.-�' I se� it all; well I 
was blind, but th� cross settled it, and it is not 
over looked but settled. . I th�p.k God, I thank 
Christ, I thank you, sir. Oh, but there a.re 
many blind that do not see the way, and those 
that teach them are as blind themselves. No one 
ever told me that before, and I never heard it. 
Ob, I am thankful that I lived till to-d�y, fo:r 
if I died yesterday I would h�ye b�en lost, for 
I was on the wrong road, and many hunclreds 
besides me, but now I see 1,hat the cross has 
settled it all. Thank God! Than� God I I'm 
not afeerd to die now,'' and he sobbed right out. 

The long continu�d burst of very intellig�nt 
praise in which he now gave expression to his 
emancipated feelings was most touching and 
blessed to listen: to. 

• Cried.
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Not long since one of my childre:Q. wep.t 
_with her mother to visit him, and found him 
in great distress, as one of his daughters was 
very ill, and both father and mother thought 
her dying. Yet he was so full of praise and 
joy in God that my littlo girl was quite 
struck with it, and on leaving the house said, 
"0, I never, never saw any one so happy as 
that man; I shall call him Joyful Joe," and 
on visiting him again on another occasion she 
said, " Every time I see him I feel inclined to 
add another Joyful to his name: so now I 
must call him Joyful Joyful Joyful Joe." 

On speaking subsequently to the person who 
first asked me to visit him., she said, " Joe is 
converted anyway, and all in the house know 
it of him; his temper is quite changed." 

He is still struggling on with pain and 
poverty, poor fellow, but his acccount with 
the Firm is settled, and his one desire while 
awaiting the Lord's time in patience, is that 
it may not be long till He takes him home 
to be with Himself for ever, where '' there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain, 
for the former things are passed away.'' 

Reader, are you, like Joe was, hoping that 
God will have mercy on you, and over look your 
sins in the day of judgment 1 No; He could 
not, for it would really leave you still in your 
sins, and you and He could never thus be happy 
together. He has something far, far better for 
you than that. Infinite love has provided for 
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the require111ents of infinite righteousness in 
the cross of God's beloved Son, and the truth of 
this must reach your conscience· and your heart 
through faith, if you are to have eternal life, 
peace with God, and boldness in the day of 
judgment. Every other hope is a delusion. 

E. 0.

AS AND SO. 

How much blessing do souls lose (both saint 
and sinner) through the lack of careful reading 
of the Scriptures! For instance, the sinner 
opens his Bible and reads, perhaps in John iii. 
such- a word as we have in the· last verse, 
"He that believeth on the Son bath everlasting 
life,'� and he shuts his book, and goes away with 
the idea that it said, " He that believeth on the 
Son hopes to get ever lasting life," whereas ii 
says, " hath " it. Then again he reads Acts 
xiii. 39, "All that believe are justified from all
things," and he says, if I could only feel it I
would be sure I had it; but it does not say
"feel,'' but "believe."· Oh, that he would read
carefully God's precious Word!

I wish now, my reader, to direct your atten. 
tion to the little words .AS and so. · You very 
rarely get one withou� the other ;-and may the 
Lord bless your soul as you look at them, 
whether you are a saint or a sinner. See:-
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TRE ENTRANCE OF SIN, . AND ITS CONSE. 
QUENCES, WITH Gon's REMEDY: "Wherefore 
as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon �11 
men, for that all have sinned.'' Romans v. 12.; 
Hebrews ix. 27, 28. " And as it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judg
ment ; so Christ was once offered to bear the sins 
of many.''-Rom. v. 18. "Therefore as by the 
offence of one judgn1ent came upon all men to 
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of 
one the free gift came upon all men unto justifi .. 
cation of life ''-verse 19. "For as by one man's 
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made 
righteous "-ven3e 21. "That a? sin bath reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.'' Thus we have sin brought 
in by the first man, and death by sin, and as 
death is appointed to all men, so Christ has beep. 
once offered to bear the sins of many. God 
reveals His remedy for man's ruin, and the poor 
soul that trusts Christ is constituted righteous; 
justified, because grace is reigning through 
righteousness. Is the reader of these lines an 
anxious soul ·1 if so, just look carefully at this, 
and see how the as 1neets the so. Is it by one 
offence that judgment c0mes 1 It is by one 
righteousness the free gift has come. Is it one 
man's disobedience 1 It is one man's obedience 
that meets it. Did sin reign 1 Grace reigns. 
Is it death and judgment,1 Christ was once 
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offered. Oh, what more can the sinner need 1
:Believe it, and live. 

2. THE SOUROE .A.ND GIVER OF LIFE AND
HOW IT IS OBTAINED.-.. " For as the Father 
bath life in himself, so bath be given to the 
Son to have life in himself."--Jobn v. 26. 
Thus we have life in the Son, then, "As the 
Father raiseth up the dead and quickeneth 
them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he 
will," verse 21. Now, we get Him giving that 
life to whom He ·will, and the way a soul ob
tains it is, "As Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderii.ess, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up, tlJat whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life," John 
iii. 14, 15. W JJen a soul obeys this scripture
it is saved, and no longer a sinner but a saint;
and then we get--

3. WHERE WE ARE PUT, AS SAINTS.
" For as we have many members in one body, 
and all members have not the same office, so we 
being many, are one body in Christ, and every 
one.members one of another," Rom. xii. 4, 5. 
'' For as the body is one and hath many mem
bers, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body ; so also is Christ; for 
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body," 
I Cor. xii. 12, 13. These Scriptures teach us 
that we are members of the body of Christ by 
th_e Holy Ghost, which is given to all who believe 
the gospel of salvation, ( see Eph. i. 13 ; and 
moreover the Lord does not take souls away to 
heaven the mom�nt they are s�v(}<;i.

1 
but leaves 
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them here to bear testimony for Him, nnd give 
expression to the truth of what t�ey are, (see 
John xvii. 21); so that our blessings and privi
leges carry with them their responsibilities, and 
thus we get---

4. THE PLACE .A.ND CHARACTER OF OUR
TESTIMONY.-" As thou hast sent me into the 
world, even so, have I also sent them into the 
world," John xvii. 18. Here is the place of 
our testimony in the world, to which we do not 
now belong, though in it (see verse 16). "As

ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in him,'' Col. ii. 6. '' He 
that saith he abideth in him, ought himself so

to walk, even as he walked,'' I. John ii. 6. 
This is the character of our testimony, with no 
less a standard for us than Christ Himself, and 
as we thus follow in His steps it will entail 
suffering, for" they that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution," 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
Then we get-

5. OuR COMFORT IN. SUFFERING WHILE
IN THIS PLACE OF TESTIMONY.-" .A 8 the 
father bath loved me, so have I loved you, 
continue ye in my love," John xv. 9. "As

the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our 
consolation also aboundeth by Christ," 2 Cor. 
1, 5. '' As ye are ·partakers of the sufferings 
so shall ye be also or the consolations,'' verse 7. 
" As he is, so are we in this wor Id,'' John 
iv. 7. How sweet to be privileged to get 
the same fare as the Master, and know we 
have the symp�thy of His heart; it makes us 
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long for the time when we shall see Him, then 
we shall get-

6. OuR FINAL DELIVERANCE.-" For as

in· Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive; but every man in his own 
order; Christ the first fruits, afterwards they 
that are Christ's at his coming,'' 1 Cor. xv. 
22, 23. "This same Jesus shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven," Acts, i. 11. -" I will come again 
and receive you unto myself,'' John xiv. 3. 
'' The Lord himself shall descend from heaven,'' 
I Thess. iv. 16, 17. "Surely I come quickly," 
Rev. xxii. 20. _Dear saint, does that touch a 
chord in your heart, and can you respond to 
that word and say ? " Ar.nen. Even so, come 
Lord Jesus.'' 

7. THE MEASURE OF OUR ENJOYMENT OF
THESE GLORIOUS TRUTHS.-" .A.s tl;iou hast 
believed, so be it done unto thee," Matt.. viii. 
13. '' According to your faith be·it unto you,"
ix. 29.

Now just a word or two to those who are
still despising Christ, to let them see-

8. THE COMING OF THE SON OF M·AN, AND

THE DOOM OF THE WICKED,-" For as the 
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth 
even unto the west; so shall also the coming of 
the Son of Man be," Matt. xxiv. 27. '' But as

the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be,'' verse 37. "For as in 
the days that were before the flood, they were 
eating and drinking, ·marrying and giving in
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marriage, until the da� that Noah entered 
into the ark, and knew not, till the flood came, 
and took them: all away; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be," verses 38, 39·. 
"As therefore the tares are gathered and 
burned in the fire, so shall it be in the end of 
the ,vorld: The Son of man shall send forth 
His angels, and they shall gather out of His 
kingdom all things that offend and them which 
do iniquity, and cast them into a fuz:nace 
of fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing 
of teeth," Matt. xiii. 40, 41, 42. Oh,· sinner, 
what a doo1n is yours if you continue to reject 
Christ! "When they shall say peace and 
safety, sudden destruction cometh upon them" 
(1 Thess. v. 3). How awful ! '' Believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house," Acts xvi. 31. The Lord give 
every one to read His own Word more car�
fully and prayerfully, so that we may enter 
now into all the blessings He has given us in 
Christ. 

W. E. 

IT IS HIGH TIME TO A WAKE OUT OF 
SLEEP. 

'' CnoosE ye this day whom ye will serve,'' Joshua · 
xxiv. 15.

'' Come now, and let us reason together saith the Lord:
though your sins be as.scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow ; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool." Isaiah i. 18. 
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"He that believeth -on the Son hath everlasting life.;• 
John iii. 36. 

Some years ago, a preacher of the gospel 
was sitting in his study, thinking what chapter 
be. should preanh from the following Lord's 
day. He was feeling much disheartened, for 
the people were careless and inctifferent ; they 
were in fact " dead in trespasses and sins.'' 
The minister earnestly besought the Lord to 
tell him how to arouse the people to a sense of 
their lost condition. · While thus engaged be 
fell asleep, and dreamed he was in the council 
chamber of hell. Satan was sitting at the head 
of a table whicp. was surrounded by devils. 

" Which of you will go and deceive the 
world?" asked Satan. ,·, I'll go,'' said one. 
" What will you say 1 " "I'll tell the people 
there's no God." '' No, that won't do " answered 
Satan, '' people are too religious for that now." 
"I'll go,"_ called out another. "Well, what 
will you say 1 '' " Oh, I'll tell men they neeci 
not be uneasy, there's no hell' 1 "Ah! no," 
again answered Satan, '' that won't do either, 
you won't do." "1'11: go," said, a third ; " I'll 
tell them there is a God, and there is a hell ; 
but I'll whisper, there's plenty of time yet." 
"The very thing '' replied Satan; "you go ou_t 
and deceive the wor Id.'' 

At this the earnest but sorrowful minister 
awoke. He knew now the lie with which 
Satan was deceiving and luring to sleep the 
people. Perhaps some of my readers are being 
thus deluded. '' I mean to be converted some 
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day '' you say, and you put it off for a "more 
convenient season,'' knowing not that you are 
being "led captive by Satan at bis will." 
Consider this matter, I pray you. There is not 
" plenty of time." God never said " If you 
come to morrow, or by and by I will save you." 
No, He says "Behold, now is the accepted 
time ; behold, now is the day of salvation.'' 
2 Oor:vi. 2. "Oh" you say, ''I·go to church 
or chapel every Sunday, I take the sacra .. 
ment, and I do the best I can.". Miserable 
delusion! The best you can! Of what 
avail is your best 1 Who told you to do your 
best 1 Why, my friend, whoever you are, you 
positively cannot do one thing to save yourself. 
God knew that, ·or he would not have had to 
spare His Son. 

"His Son, His delight, His loved one He gave, 
The wrath to endure, by suffering to save.'' 

But God in mercy ·sent His Son, and He is 
waiting to bless you. And let me tell you this, 
all your church going won't save you. Why, 
to begin-Jesus says "They that worship Him 
must worship in spirit and in truth,,, and 
if you are not saved, how can you worship God? . 
Ah ! my friend, this form of religion is of no 
avail. It is worshipping God with your lips, 
while your heart is far from Him, as I once 
heard some one say-" You are going re. 
spectably and religiously down to hell." 
Remember the Lord Jesus Himself said, '' He 
that is not with me is against me.'' 
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You must be saved in God's way, by believ. 
ing on the Son who shed His precious blood 
for you ; that is the gospel, and " what shall tho 
end be of them that obey not the gospel of 
God 1" 1 Peter iv.17. It will be" indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish," Rom. ii. 
8, 9. Ab, that will indeed be a terrible 
awakening when it is too late. How people 
will reproach themselves then, when they re .. 
member that they bad God's offer of mercy, 
of salvation, and they refused, rejected it. 
" Indigna.tion and wrath, tribulation and an .. 
guish ;" Oh the cry of agony, the unutter .. 
able agony, tbat will cause them to gnash their 
teeth with a cry of utter despair; and God 
will say then: "Because I have called, and 
ye refused; I •stretched out my hand and 
no man regarded; I also will laugh at 
your calamity; I will mock ,vhen- your 
fear cometh ; when your fear cometh as 
desolation, ��nd your destruction cometh as a 
whirlwind ; when distress and anguish cometh 
upon you,'' Prov. i. 24, 26, 27. That is what 
God will do then, because His Son has been 
rejected; a�d Satan will laugh, too, to think 
,vhat fools men have been to be gulled by his 
lies. 

But, my friend, the scene is too fearful 
to dwell upon,-rather would I turn you to 
the Lord now. The day of His long-suffering 
is not yet over. He still waits, "not willing 
that any should })erisb," for " God was in 
Christ, reconciling the wor Id unto himself, not 
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imputing their trespasses unto them; we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us. We pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath 
made him to be sin for us, who kne-w no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him," 2 Cor. v. 19, 20, 21. See the 
love of God's heart. All your sins were laid 
on Jesus; and it is a settled peace that God 
gives to those who believe: 

'' 'Tis everlasting peace, 
Sure as Jehovah's name; 

'Tis stable as His steadfast throne, 
For evermore the same.'' 

Oome now, won't you believe in this blessed 
Son of God? Just take ·what God says as a 
young man did a short time ago. He was dying, 
and a great many companions went to see him. 
He was very unhappy. One told him to pray; 
to be sure and not stop praying, and Gpd ·would 
forgive him. Another said be must repent. The 
poor man tried to pray-but he only got more 
unhappy. You see he did not take God's way. 
Well, one day one who loved the Lord went to 
see him. "Oh," said the young man,_" I am 
dying, and my sins are not forgiven-I cannot 
meet God." "Well, my friend, what have you 
done ·1 " asked this gentleman. " Oh, sir, I've 
prayed a great deal, butnothing gives mepeace.'' 
'' Well, now you have used your efforts and 
found them useless, hear ,vhat God says '·. He
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that believe th on the Son hath life.' " 
"What l" cried the dying man, raising himself 
up in bis eagerness, "is it only to believe-only 
co·believe-I never saw that before, and will 
God forgive all my sins if I only believe_i" 
;, Yes," replied this gentleman, repeating the 
verse again, '' He that believeth on t be Son hath 
life." "Then I believe-thank God, I'm saved." 
Ah, ibis young man bad been roused to the 
sense of his need on a dying bed; he knew he 
had to meet God. So have you, reader; are 
you prepared 1 You ask, how are you to be 
prepared 1 It is only to believe-

" There is nothing to do l for b�in·g 
born dead, 

You must J:).eeds have another to work 
in your stead : 

And Christ J esus 2 in Cal vary' s terri. 
ble hour, 

Has done all the work in such 
marvellous power 

That, raised from the dead, He now 
offers to you, 

Even life everlasting-and nothing 
to do 1 

No ! nothing to do till you' re saved 
-from your sins,

Wh n the power of doing good only
ebegins 1 ''

Now you see God's plan-his heart yearns 
over you. Will you yield yourself to Him now 1 
Assuredly the Lord is soon coming, for He said 
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hundreds of years ago "Behold I come quickly,'., 
and he will keep his promise-'' the long-suf. 
fering of the Lord is salvation," and if you be. 
lieve in Him, when that terrible day of judg
ment comes there will be no condemnation for 
you, because God will look at you as accepted 
in His Son. " There is therefore now no con. 
demnation to them who are in Christ Jesus." 
Rom. viii. 1. One full payment has cleared 
God's memory of all debt, and secured us a full 
discharge. 

"No wrath-God's heart retaineth 
To us-ward who believe; 

No dread in ours remaineth, 
As we His love receive ; 

Returning sons He kisses, 
And with His robe invests; 

His perfect love dismisses 
All terror from 9ur breasts.'' 

M. J. E. B.

THE DOCTOR'S COACHMAN. 

MosT people are ready to admif that the works 
of God are perfect-indeed that all His works 
are perfect, and yet when you speak of the 
work, the finished work by which He makes a 
sinner fit for heaven-for :S:is own presence 
and for eternal glory, you continually find that 
this is supposed to be a work in which God has 
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done a part, and also left the sinner to do a 
part, which he is ever trying and never able t-0 
accomplish. 

It often seems strange to me, seeing that 
everything is· so plainly ·written in God's word, 
that people can make any mistake about the 
way of salvation, and yet how often when you 
tremblingly and hopefully put the question, 
'' Are you saved 1" the reply is, "No, no one 
can know that until he dies-it would be great 
presumption to say that you are saved.'' If 
such be the answer you would give, dear reader, 
let me ask you, not for the sake of argument, 
hut for the sake of your precious never-dying 
soul-Is it presu1nption to believe God's word 1
Is it not better to believe the word of God than 
the reasonings of your o-wn evil heart 1

If you are seeking by your own works to 
make yourself acceptable to God, you will 
assuredly be disappointed, and the end of it all 
will be the lake of fire. Perhaps you say, God 
is merciful, and I am doing the best I can, I am 
honest, I wrong no man, I attend the means of 
grace, I am regular in my devotions, and I think 
I must have as good a hope as other people 
have of getting to heaven at last. All this is 
contrary to what God has tqld us in his word, 
as you will one day find to your cost, if you 
do not change your mind. Do you know that if 
you had put to your account all the good works 
man has ever done, and all the prayers ever 
utter.ed, with all the tears ever shed, you would 
indeed be no nearer heaven than the most worth
less outcast you have ever heard of; and why 1
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Si�ply because this is not God's way of saving 
a sinner. 

But let us look for a moment at what scrip
ture says. I do not ask you to take man's word, 
because everything must be tried by the Word 
of God-".1:>rove all things and bold fast that 
which is good." There is a very simple and 
beautiful narrative in the 16th chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles. We find Paul and Silas 
in prison. God sends an earthquake which 
opens the prison doors, and the jailor, awaking 
out of his slee·p, and seeing the prison doors 
open, would have killed himself, supposing the 
prisoners to have fled ; but Paul having assured 
him that they were all there, he calls for a light, 
and, bringing out Paul and Silas, tremblingly 
asks this all important qu�stion, " What must I 
do to be save� 1" The reply was not, as we all 
know, Be good, pray, turn over a new leaf, do 
good.works, make yourself fit .for salvation by 
repentance and prayer. No, it was simply this, 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved.'' He did believe, and the result 
was he rejoiced believing in God. He looked 
to the Cross of Christ, and saw there, by faith, 
a Saviour meeting the sinner's need, bearing the 
judgment of God against sin. He saw the 
sacrifice of God's own providing-he believed 
God was satisfied, and he rejoiced in believing 
that "the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin." 1 John i. 7. 

Dear reader, if you are going on from day to 
day in the hope- that you will at some future 
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time be fit for salvation, I beseech you, as one 
who has learned the uncertainty of all things 
here, that you at once accept the offer of God's 
mercy -and love; go as a helpless sinner to that 
Saviour who has died for you on the Cross, and 
accept that which in mercy is offered to sinners, 
the forgiveness of all your sins through the 
precious blood of Christ alone. 

To-day only is yours, you may not see to
morrow's sun, and every day you are risking on 
the brink of eternity is at least a day lost, time 
spent away from God, and without the present 
enjoyment of bis favour, love, and care. 

Search the Scriptures, and you will find 
salvation always associated with the person and 
work of Christ, and never ·with your own works. 

I will now tell you of a man who found peace 
through the work of Christ. 

I was asked one winter evening to visit a 
poor man who was dying of consumption : be 
was rapidly approaching his end, and the Chris. 
tian who was interested in his case, found that 
he was unsaved. He had been a gentleman's 
coachman� and, through the kindness of his 
master, was allowed to remain in the cottage 
he had for some time occupied. 

I knocked at the door, and found his poor 
wife with three little children in deep trouble. 
She at once directed me to his room, and really 
the sight that presented itself was most distress
ing. His sunken eyes and hollow cheeks showed 
too plainly what disease was doing, and that 
he could not possibly live many weeks longer. 

106 



THE DOCTOR'S COACH:M: AN. 

I had been praying for him as I walked along, 
and asking the LClrd to give me a word from 
Himself that would meet the poor man's need; 
and when I saw him my heart was deeply 
moved with pity, and I again looked to the iord 
for guidance as to what I should say. 

I talked some time of his sufferings and trials 
here. He told me his anxiety for his dear wife 
and children. 

" Well,'' I said at last, '' you cannot expect 
to remain here long ; where will you go to 
when you die 1 '' 

'' Oh," he s�id, "I have prayed the Lord to 
take care of my wife and children, and to pre
pare a place for me.'' 

"But,'' I replied, "are your sins forgiven 1"

" I don't know anything about that-I have
prayed ! '-' was his answer. 

'' Do you know,'' I said, '' that tb�re is no sin 
in heaven, and except yolJ.r .sins are all forgiven 
here, you will never go there 1 '' 

"I don't know much about religion," he 
replied, "for I have never had an opportunity 
of going to church. I have been a doctor's 
c0achman for many years, until I came here, 
and I always drove the doctor out on Sundays, 
and for a long time I have been too i�l to go 
anywhere.'' 

I then told him that God loved him and de
sired to save him, and that by God's grace he 
might be saved from bis sins before I left the 
room; and opening my Bible I read to him 
John iii. and Isaiah liii., impressing upon him 
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the deep love of God in the gift of Jesus, and 
how God was satisfied with the finished work of 
His Christ. He was.much affected by the love 
of God-it all seemed a new tale to him, but 
he was very weak and could say little, so I re
peated to him again that preciou3 verse, '' God 
so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son that whosoever BELIEVETH on him 
shall not perish but have everlasting life"
and . then praying God to bless it to his soul, I 
left him, haying first seen that he had all he 
needed in temporal things. 

That evening some Christians met at my 
house, and we together laid the whole matter 
before that gracious God, who always hears the 
petitions of His children. We were not long 
without an answer to our prayer. Two days

after this a message came that H-- would 
Ii 're to see me again, and in the morning I went 
round to his house. 

As I entered I s_aw· a change had come over 
the poor wife a.nd aged mother, who were wait
ing for me; they seemed so much happier than 
before, and asked me to go . up stairs at once, 
saying, "I should :fi;nd him much happier now," 
and indeed I did find it so. It was a sight I 
shall never forget-his face was full.of joy, and 
stretching both his withered hands out to me he 
cried, '' Oh, sir, you have saved me." "Oh, 
no," I said, " the Lord has done that, bless His 
name," and we wept together, our hearts over
flowing with love and praise to God for His 
great mercy. 
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I knelt at the bedside, and thanked God for 
revealing His free gift to this poor sinner. 

How gracious God is, and bow wondrous is 
His love. Here was a poor fellow who three 
days a.go wa.s a perfect stranger to grace; who 
had never known God or cared for his own·soul, 
brought at once into liberty, peace, and joy. 

I inquired all about the Lord's work in his 
soul, and he told me that in the evening after I 
left him he found peace-he believed the. love 
of God towards him a poor wretched sinner, and 
he had peace in believing. 

I saw him several tiines after this. He was 
always happy, and though suffering much from 
exhaustion, he see1ned to think little of it. The 
love of Christ, and the joy he had in the know. 
ledge of his Saviour, kept him above his present 
trial; and until he put off the earthly tabernacle 
his confidence in t.he love of God never seemed 
to lose its brightness. He was always glad to 
see me, and to hear more of Him whom he 
was so soon going to be with for ever. He 
spoke to those who visited him of the sinner's 
need, and of God's provisions for that need ; 
prayed continually for his dear wife and 
children, but always with confidence in God 
about them. 

On one occasion shortly before his death he 
told me that his sufferings were very great, and 
that hif? body was so wasted away that the bones 
seemed to press through the skin, and the sores 
stuck to the sheet, but he said " I don't mind it
for I shall soon be with the Lord." 
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Within three weeks of my first visit he fell 
asleep in Jesus ; his last breath commending his 
dear ones to the Father's love and care. 

Thus William H-- departed to be with 
Christ, having counted the sufferings of this little 
while not worthy to be compared with the glory 
about to be revealed-. God grant, dear reader, 
that your end may be like his, and that you 
may have the same joy-and confidence .as the 
Philipian jailer and this dear man had, and that 
you may rest eI).tirely on th� finished work of 
Christ for your salvation and live to His praise 
and glory. 

E. C.

THE CHA.SM AND THE BRIDGE. 

Sin has put man at an infinite moral distance 
from God. A mighty chasm lies between them. 
Distance must vertly lie between a holy God 
and a sin-stained sinner; it could not be 
otherwise. The holiness of God necessitates the 
distance-the separation. But what ca"Q. span 
the distance, bridge the chasm, and bring the 
sinner to God 1 Oh ! this is indeed a question 
of infinite and eternal importance. Is it not, 
beloved reader 1 No question beneath the sun 
can be of such importance as the one just asked. 
But what thinkest thou, 0 reader 1 Cans't thou 
span the distance, bridge the chasm, and work 
thyself to God 1 Ah, no ; no creature hand, no 
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exertiop. of creature power can do this. Man is
impotent here. He is utterly helpless here. 

Does my reader -ask what nan be done 1
Listen, and I will quote a passage of scripture: 
'' For Christ hath once suffered for sins, tpe just 
for. the unjust, that he might bring us to God''. 
1 Pet. iii. 18. Here we are let into the secret 
of the matter. Here we see the infinite dis
tance spanned, the mighty chasm bridged, and 
the foundation of that glorious bridge laid deep, 
deep down in the death of God's Lamb slain on 
Calvary. An infinite Being alone could do 
this, none but the "Just One" could possibly 
meet and obviate the difficulty. 
Substitution was called for; the Just One steps 
in and dies for the unjust. H-e dies for sins, 
not His own, but ours, that we might be ·brought 
to God. ( Reader, behold the blessedness of all 
this. Have yv11. trodden. that bridge by faith 
and been brought to God 1 Oh I you must be 
at one side of the chasm or the other; either at 
an infinite moral distance from God, or brought 
to God through faith in Jesus. If thou art not 
brought to God, 0 soul immortal, awake to thy 
rlanger, to the impending wrath I Pla:µt thy 
feet upon the bridge-the �ridge of substitution 
--and flee to God ; then His arms of lpve shall 
1..:nnbrace thee, His grace shall save thee, and 
1thou art His for ever!- A. E.
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There's not a ray in that bright place, 
As shining in the Saviour·s face, 
But lightsome shines ·within tp.e heart 
Of those who find their deathless part 
With Christ ln yonder blest abode, 

· The purchase of His own life's blood.

'Tis ours, and there we find our ·home ;
Nor storms, nor clouds, nor tempests come
Within the haven of that rest,
Where we as one with Him are blest :
The Father's Son enthroned on high,
Who died for us on Calvary.

At home with Him in glory bright,
Where all is love, and all is light;
For God is all in all above,
And God is light, and God is love ;
At home-sweet thought-at home ·with God,
At home, through J esu's precious blood.

Nought else could fit us for that place,
But love divine and sovereign grace;
Grace that could rise above our sin ;
Love that could love us t�ough unclean ;
This love and grace in Christ we see,
That brought Him down to Calvary.

But now -He's seated ori the throne,
His portion there-in light our own;
And endlei:;s days shall bear our song,
In light and joy and praise along,
"To Him who saved us by His blood,
And brought us home to dwell with God.K-

E. C.
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"'Then sliall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten 
vfrgins, which took their lam,ps, and went fortli to nieet 
tlie bri

0

degrooni. .And five of them were wise, and five 
we,·e foolish. 1 hey that we1·e foolish. took the fr lamps, 
and took no oil with them : But the w£se took oil in tlte£r 
vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, 
they all slumbe1·ed and slept. . And at rnidn(qht there
was a cry niade, B elwld, the bn,degroom cometh ;- go ye 
out to meet hini .. Then all those v£1�gins a1·ose, and 
trimmed tliefr lamps. .And the foolish said unto the uise, 
Give us of your oil ; for ou1· lamps are gone out. But 
the wise answered, saying, }lot so; lest there be not 
enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that 
sell, and buy fo1· yourselves. .And while they went to 
buy, the bridegroom came ; and they that were ready went 
in with liini to the marriage : and the door was shut . 
.Ajlerward came also the other virgins, say£ng, Lord, 
Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verity I 
say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore,for ye 
know ,neither the day n01· the hour in wliich the Son of 
man cometh.''-Mat. xv., 1-13.

These are the words of the Lord Jesus, and 
you may say "What is there involved in 
that 1" Well, beloved friend, precious and 
profitable as is every word of God, whether 
spoken by the Lord Himself,. or by_ any of His 
servants, yet there is al ways something very 
specially impressive and instruc tive in the words 
spoken by the Lord Jesus Himself. There is 
one simple pqint I want to press on yo"u now; 
one thought I have before me, and it is this, 
thai· if you are not ready when Jesus comes, He 
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will bidJ. o� depart into everlasti�g pun�sh ..
ment; you are not ready, there 1s nothing 
before you but eternal woe-eternal punish-
ment. 

"They that were ready went in," tho�e 
that were not ready were outside. There is 
nothing more simple, d�a;r friend, but there is 
nothing more solemn. " �hey that were ready
went in," and oh, if ·the Lord came just now 
what joy it would be to our hearts who know 
Him. The voice of the archangel . and the 
trump of God would be heard, and His pwn

voice, the voice of the Saviour, would bid us 
rise up to meet Him. We should be caught up 
to scenes of joy and rest with Jesus. But, my 
friend, are yqu ready 1 ready to meet Jesus, 
ready for that trumpet's call, ready to go in ?
"No," you say, "I am not.'' Then do not 
lose a momeht, I entreat you, '-' be ye also

ready," be ready now. 
God wants to have y�u as the companion 

of His SOJ+ _ for all eternity. , He is seeking a 
bride foi: . His son, just. as Eleaz�r goes down 
through the desert and tells Rebecca of all 
Abraham's w�alth and greatness, and that 
u� to his sdri h� had given all that he had.
"That is," �ays he, "there is {li bi;idegro�� in
the far.off land, and I wanta bride :(or him, I
want a heart. that is prepared to go out to meet
him.'' So God is seeking now heart& prepared
to go out to meet Christ.

There was a going forth in early times, in 
the apostles' days, there was a constant ex-
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pecting the Lord's return ; but then wise and 
foolish all settled down and went to sleep. The 
wise were wrong in going to sleep, but there 
was this difference between the:tn, that when 
the cry was made, " Behold the bridegroom 
cometh,'' t];ie lamps of the wise were alight; they 
needed trimmi:rag, but there :was oil in them, 
they had never gone out. I have no doubt- the 
Lord is gathering out a people now to wait for 
His Son, and one day when the world is expect
ing nothing, withdut any warning, He will 
com�. He will come, and we who trust Him 
sba11 go up to meet Him, and the door will be 
shut. " They that were ready went in with 
him to the marriage.'' _ 

He shows the bright side first, the joy of the 
marriage supper. "I desire," God says, '' to 
make you the companion of my Son in 
Heavenly Glory. My heart's wish is that you 
shall share with Chris� that bright scene of 
eternal blessedness." ''No;" answers the souL 
"Then," says He, "you miist share the fate of 
the devil and his angels ; there is no alterna
tive." 

Soul, listen, listen! You must be with 
Christ for eternity; you must share with Him 
that briglit scene of. glory, or you must share 
for all eternity the fallen gloomy fortunes of 
Satan. Which is it td be 1 Soul, make your 
choice, your eternal choice. With Ghrist, or 
with Satan-which 1 

"Oh,'' you say, "I should like to be ·with 
Christ of course, I have long made a profession 
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of Christianity." Yes, but are you really a 
Christian 1 Are you ready 1 Profession is 
not enough; it is the lamp without the oil in 
it. Who are those who had the oil 1 They 
are those who had given their souls no rest till 
they had the certainty of salvation. The oil 
in the vessels is the Holy Ghost. They had 
not only "heard the wordof truth, the gospel of 
salv:ation," and trusted in the Lord Jesus, but, 
as Paul tells us in Ephesians i., 13-they were 
"-sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise." 

Many souls are stumbled because of 
this, they think they have to possess the 
Holy Ghost in order to believe. Not 
so , you believe, and then you get the 
Holy Ghost. It is like a man buying a 
number of sheep, and then marking them as 
his own. God buys with the blood of Christ, �nd 
marks with the Holy Ghost. The wise virgins 
had tlie oil; and if you are in earnest you will 
not be conte.nt without knowing.you are saved; 
and surely it is high time you were in down. 
right earnest. God is jn earnest in His desire 
to have you ; the devil is in earnest in his desire 
to damn you ; I am in earnest in my anxiety 
to see you brought to God, you are the only 
one who is careless in the matter, and it is your 
soul which is at stake for eter·nity. 0, ye 
Heavens, .look down on this awful sight-a 
sinner unconcerned about his eternal salvation! 
God was so concerned as to send His only Son 
that you might not perish. The Lord Jesus 
·was so concerned that He came, and suffered,
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and died, the just for the unjust. The evan 
gelist is deeply concerned that you may be con
verted. The devil is thoroughly concerned 
to seek to binder your coming to Christ. You 
onl!y a're unco1icerned about the matter. A p
palling spectacle! an unsaved sinner on the 
verge of hell, totally ·unconcerned. 

Oh, dear soul, the day of your concern is 
coming. What concer:q. there will be when 
you wake up to find there is no oil in your 
lamps, ,vhat earnestness, what terrible earnest
ness will be depicted on your face, as outside 
the door you stand. '' Too late I" says God. 
"Too LATE 1 '' exclaim you." TOO LA.TE" will 
be the echo of the arches of Heaven, resound
ing through earth, as then you cry, "Lord ! 
Lord! open to me!'' 

Oh, be in earnest now, the Lord would have 
you rouse.cl to your state, you may never have 
another opportunity. Can you risk being 
among that number who are refused from 
His door, or hear those awful words, " De 
part from me, ye cursed,. into everlasting 
fire ! " This is no imagery of mine. These. 
are the Lord's own words, most solen1nly 
true. If you are not the Lord's you n1ust be 
damned. I( you are not linked with Christ you 
must be lost. If you are not His by Ii ving 
faith now, there is nothing before you but one 
of these two things, either to knock too late 
outside that door, or to hear from His lips, 
"Depart from me." I have no doubt fro·m 
Scripture that if the I.Jord co1nes and finds you 
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unconverted, your history is over ; the door 
will be shut, and not a solitary ray 'of hppe 
will ever again fall on your benighted soul
the door will be closed for ever. Now ONLY

is your time-oh, be in earnest NOW.

I believe the Lord is separating His own 
more thoroughly now. The ·Lord's pepple are 
banding together more, the world and the 
faithful �re beginning to separate more and 
more even now, and much of worldliness as 
there is among the saints 0£ God, ye� the line 
of demarcation between them and the world 
is more distinct. What a tide of blessing too 
has rolled over the land ; w�at means it all 1 
He is coming! He is coming! c�ming quickly 
too. Are you merely a professor carrying the 
lamp in your hand 1 YOU must have th� oil 
too. Have you ever know:n what it is to be 
broken down under a sense of your sin 1 · Have 
you ever been in earnest about your soul's 
salvation 1 Have you ever bowed in heart to 
Jesus 1 Have you ever been really converted l 
Are you ready to go in 1 Do not say, "I hope 
so," that will not do. It is not enough. Yo-q 
would not be content with a mere 4ope about 
things down here. No, it is only in the interests 
of their immortal souls that men are foolhardy 
and careless. 

Do you ask, my reader, '' How am I to get 
to Christ 1 ·" If you are in earnest you will 
soon find the way to Christ. "But," you say, 
"what do you want me to do 1 '' I want you 
to take salvation from the hands of the Lord 
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Jesus Christ. I want your heart for Christ. I 
want you to bow down to Him, to love 
Him, to adore Him. May God turn 
your eye on His Son ; for remember, Re is 
coming. The Heavens conceal Him now, but 
another hour and it may not be so. Re may 
have come out, and those who a:re ready may 
have gone in, and the door may be shut, and 
shut pn you for ever. Would you like to be 
outside 1 · He wants tQ have you inside. He 
wants ypu to believe in His name, to believe 
in His love. He wants not merely to rescue 
you from t4e power of the devil, not merely to 
save you from hell, but to make you a sharer 
of the joy that is His, to taste the grace of His 
Father's heart, to bring you into association 
with Himself in the bright scene of His 
Heavenly home. Oh let there be reality now 
in your he�:rt, do not be content �ny longer with 
b�ing a mere professor; perhaps your first real 
confession to Hill'.:!- may have - to be, " I have 
been qnly a hypocrite, and never a real believer. 
�t all," very likely ; · but believe f[im simply 
just no�, fqr if you are only qreaming of being 
a Christian some day, the time is soon com
ing when your dream must be rudely 
broken. 

".At midnightth(}re was a cry made, Behold 
the Bridegroo� cometh, go ye out to meet him.�' 
Why midnight 1 The darkest time 9£ all had 
come, and the dawn was near, the morning 
of Hi� coming. The bright hope He gives 
to Christian hearts is that they shall be 
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caught up to meet Him. If the Lord were 
to come to day, there would be enacted a 
scene, of which the mount of transfiguration 
was a lovely picture. Moses is a type. of 
those who have passed through death; Elias a 
type of those who go up without dying at all, 
but all are together with the Lord. Again, we 
shall be like Enoch, translated, taken off the 
earth ·without passing through death at all. No 
doubt �noch was considered a pest to society 
in .his day, because he prophesied of coming 
judgment, and warned men of their ungodli
ness. Men do not like to hear of coming judg
ment, but itis coming. 

The last time the world saw Obrist, they put 
a reed in His right hand in bitter mockery, 
and then they pierced that hand with nails and 
fastened it to the Cross. The next time the 
world sees Christ, He will be holding the rod 
of power, wielding the sword of judgment. Will 
you meet Him in grace now, or risk meeting 
Him in judgment then 1 Would you lilce to 
meet Him if He came to day 1 " Well, no, I 
cannot say that I should. I would rather put 
it off a little longer.'' Quite so ! that answer 
just shows where you are. You do not know 
Him. The soul that knows the Lord will 
always like to go to meet Him. Every child 
of God delights to think he shall meet and see 
Jesus. My Saviour is the one who ·1oved 
me and died for me, and I know nothing so 
sweet as this simple thought, to be with the 
Lord Jesus. It is transcendently sweet. Whose 
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company does one love best on earth 1 The 
one dearest to us of course. It is very simple; 
and whose company is so dear to us as His 1 

"Th6n all those virgin,s arose and trimmed 
thei1" lamps ; and the foolish said unto the wise, 
Give U? of your oil, for our la'Ylips are gone 
out.'' Their lamps had gone out, there was no 
oil in them; there had been the profession of 
Christ ; no doubt they had been baptised, 
and if they lived where confirmation takes 
place, had been also. confirmed ; had bee:Q. 
members of churches, but there had been no 
question of real conversion. Have you been 
really converted 1 Have you the oil 1 Have 
you the Holy Ghost 1 How do I know I have 
the Holy Ghost 1 Because I an1 quite sure 
God is my Father, and it·is the Spirit of adop
tion that makes me cry Abba Fath.er : the soul 
that is really brought to God-could you hear 
that one on his knees alone with God-would be 
heard to say, " Father, Father." Do you 
look up and call Him Father 1 " How can I 
call God, Father 1" you ask. By believing in 
Jesus von become a child. " Ye are all the 

V 

children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.'' God 
gives the Holy Ghost to those who believe in 
Jesus. The moment you, as a poor sinner, take 
your place at the feet of Jesus, believe in Jesus, 
trust Jesus, have done with confidence in your
self, and trust Him, that moment you become 
a child of God, and the next thing is the gift 
of the Holy Qhost. You get the oil in your 
vessel. 
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"But the wiae wnswere(i saying� Not so, lest 
there be not eno11;gh for us and you, but go YfJ 
rather to them that sell, wnd b7:ly for your
selves." Why does it say buy 1 �oes it con
te�plate the pqssibility that ·any��ing we could 
give could purchase the gift pf the Holy Gh9st-? 
Not at all. q Thy money perish 'Yith thee�" 
Peter says to Simon Magus·� when he suggests 
such a �bought, �' because thou hast tho�ght 
that the gift of God may be purchased wit4
money.'� It is without money, witho'lf t price, 
and still he says, "Come buy," and again, " + 
counsel thee �o buy of me gold/' and why is 
this 1 Be�aus� it contemplates a soul willing 
to pay any pri�e; it contemphites a thorougp., 
positiv�, earnest desire in tne soul to get what 
it needs. 

Friend, are you in earn est, ?'.gain � 
say 1 Are you ready 1 You aslr, "9a:ri a soul 
be ready 1 '? ¥ es. �' But what about my 
sins 1 z, Did you never hear this 1 " C�rist 
wa� once 9:ff ered to bear the sins of rp.a:p. y.'' 
Re settled for me the question of sin whe� He 
suffered, the just for the unjust. _ How do I 
know I am ready 1 Because He died for me, 
He bore all my sins o� the cross, and met all 
the claims God had against me. Are my �ins 
to be put away by what ·He will d;o 1 �q, by 
what he has done. A Christian stands between 
the first coming of Christ and the second ; be� 
tween the crQss and the glory. I look back to 
the cross and see the work all :finished there, 
when He was offered up. If I think of my sins 
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I am ready, �ecaus� of what Christ bas done; 
our readiness consists in this, that we have be .. 
lieved in the One who died and rose again; and 
we look forward now to Him as the coming 
One, enjoying meantime all the fruits ·of His 
finished work. 

Do you say, It is presumptuous to be sure 1
Well, if God says, " Their sins and iniquities 
will I remember no more," am I to believe 
God, or am I to doubt Hirn 1 "The gift of 
God is· eternal life.·''· Now what do you do 
�ith a gift from a f!iend, do you send it hack 
or d� you ta�e it 1 �' I ta:�e it of course,'' you 
say. Are you pr�sumptuous to take it 1 I 
�a,y if He speaks to me, I will believe His word. 
If He sends me a gift I will take it, let who 
will call me presumptuous. John.says, ·,, These 
things have I written unto you that believe i� 
the name of the Son of God, that ye may lcnow

that ye have eternal life.'' I either bel�eve 
God, or make Rim a liar. I believe Him 
when he says I am a ruined sinner; shall I not 
believe Him when He say� He gives me eternal 
life 1 I must believe the witness to me, before 
I can get the witness in me-believe before t
can feel. Is He not worth believing 1 Is He 
not wojth trusting ? 

Trust Him now, do not delay : remember, 
"they that were READY went in and the door
iuas sh1,it." 

But you say, " I do Iiot like that word, 'the 
door was shut '.'' I do, because it prevents the 
possibility of the believer ever getting out again, 
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he is shut in with Ghrist for ever. I grant you 
it is an awful word for those who are outside, and 
once more therefore ere I close, I would solemnly 
ask you, if the master of the house rose ·up this 
hour and shut the door, which side of the 
door would you be? Do not risk it longer·? 
Do not be infatuated, do not be outside the 
door in that day, with only the devil's portion 
for eternity. 

And now, dear Christian, what a glorious fu
ture is before you, to be caught up and meet 
the Lord in the air. It is part of the victory of 
the Lord Jesus that you and I need never taste 
death, because He has tasted it in all its bitter
ness and woe for us. It is part of the spoil 
that He has wrung from Satan, that you and I 
may go up to m�et Him without being taken 
through death at all. May the Lord keep our 
hearts waiting more ·simply .for Hin1self, and 
may the Lord press these words on your heart, 
dear unsaved one, "THEY THAT WERE READY 
WENT IN, AND THE DOOR WAS SHUT." Do not 
sleep this night without knowing that you are 
ready, for you may lay your head down on a 
bed of feathers and awake in a bed of fire. May 
the Lord have mercy on you who have no mercy 
on yourselves. W. T. P. W. 

THE SCOFFER ARRESTED. 

IN the month of July last summer, according 
to our usual custom, we took our stand 
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THE SCOFFER ARRES'l'ED. 

at a corner of the street for the purpose of 
setting forth to the passers-by God's message of 
grace to sinners. Often had the joyful news of 
salvation, free, present, and eternal, sounded 
out on that spot, and numerous, from time to 
time, had been the listeners. 

On the occasion to which we ref er, the gospel 
was being simply, fully, and earnestly pro
claimed, w.hen a middle-aged man, who had 
made straight for where we were standing, 
rudely and abruptty interrupted the speaker 
by crying out, in a jeering manner, "Who is 
Jesus Christ 1" 

The w:ell-known �nd beautiful hymn was 
sung:-

" There. is 8. fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Emmanuel's veins ; 

And sinners, washed in that blest flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains/' 

and then the chorus :-
'' I do believe, I will believe, 

That Jesus died for me ; 
That on the cross He shed his bloo<l, 

From sin to set me free.'' 
The poor man had come determined to oppose 
and hinder the work of God, but at the singing 
of the hymn seemed spell-bound and riveted 
to the spot. He listened and passed on. 

Six months rolled by, and one of our com. 
-panions, in conversation with the man's friends,
learned, to his great joy, that, having come
with the fixed intention of putting a stop to
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the preaching, he had been completely arrested 
by the words of the hymn-:-" I do beli�ve, I 
will believe, that Jesus died for me;" and that, 
in spite of every effort to1 banish them froll?
his mind, for a considerable tll]le the wprds 
rang constantly in his ear.s._ Ere 16:J?-g, by God's 
blessing, they became the true expression of 
his heart. 

By simpl� faith in Jesus, as his substitute 
upon the cross, he �'passed.from death unto 
life;'' and was "translated from the power of 
darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son.'' 

A sudden illness laid him low, and within a 
few months from the tiine the words first struck 
upon his ear he was "abse�t from the b�dy, 
present with the l;ord." The short space of 
time before his ',departure was filled up with 
"singing for Jesus,'; as he called it. 

Reader, cah you say '' He loved me; and gave 
himself for me;'' or are you still a Christ-re
jecter 1 You have heard the gosp�l, perhaps 
again and again, but you have ri.bt believ:ed it, 
and are like "the deaf adder that stoppeth her 
ear; which will not hearken to the voice of 
charmers, charming never so wisely." Yo� 
have been at times concerned about your soul, 
but have sought to drown conviction by in .. 
dulging in the '' pleasures of sin;'' 

Dear, unsaved one, if such. is your case, 
heed now God's own wora; believe it, and 
ever lasting life is yours. '' God so_ loved th� 
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever beUeveth on Him should not perish, 
bu·t have everlasting life."-J obn iii, 16. n. 
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"SUFFER ME FIRST.'' 
. 

"And a ce1
rtain scribe came and said unto Him, 

Master, I will follow thee whithe1
rsoever thou goest . .And, 

Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds 
of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to 
lay his head. 

•' And fi:noth(!r of His disciples s<;t,id unto Him, Lord, 
suffer me.fi?:.rt to go and bury my father. But Jesus said 
unto hi1n, Follow me, and let the dead bury their dead.
Matt. viii., 19-22."

" Suffer me first." How many there are 
who act under the influence of these words, 
although they may not be saying them of or to 
themselves. Suffer me first-to do what 1 To 
the worlding it is, '' Suffer Irie first " to have a 
little more of . this world's pleasure before I 
leave all and follow Him; to . the a�bitious 
man, a little more of this world's power; to 
the scholar, a little more of this world's fame ; 
and to the miser, a little more of this world's 
riches. Bu� mark, in all of these desires, 
differing far from each other as they do, there 
is one similarity; in all, it is this world. 

And oh! poor deluded one, knowest thou not 
that what is of this world encis in death. Whilst 
·tJ?.ou art saying, suffer me first to satiate
myself with pleasure, with power, with riches-,
with ambition, ·with " the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life,'' Satan, whispering in thine ear, "Take
thine ease, eat; drink, and be merry,'' places
himself, as it ,vere7 between thee and the end
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of the pathway thou art treading, lest thou 
shouldst see that the end thereof is death. With 
the pleasures, the :fleeting, unsatisfying plea. 
sures of the moment, he blocks up the endless 
vista of an eternity of misery and woe, lest 
haply thou sbouldst shrink from it_ and draw 
back while yet there is time. 

"Suffer me first '' to· enjoy myself, is the de
sire of this world. In how many cases, the 
fruit of that desire in the · next world will 
be suffering, everlasting suffering. Oh, sinner, 
believe it.· God, who cannot lie, has said it, 
and warned thee of it. '' Except ye repent, ye 
shall all like'Yise perish,'' are His words to 
thee. Believe it, and. turn thy back upon the 
deadly pleasures of this world, as the prodigal 
did on the husks in the far country; for unless 
thou turn from them, bitter, bitter, will be 
thine agony, bitter thy remorse. And for how 
long 1 ':rhe enjoyment is but for a span ; it 
may be for only a few short days, or even hours;
at longest for a short three-score years and 
ten. . Tha.t is the term of enjoyment. What is 
the time of suffering 1 God tells thee it will 
be '' for ever and ever," Oh, turn while yet 
thou canst. 

The door is still open, and the Father still 
1ooking for thee. With outstretched arms, and 
,vith the best robe, He is waiting to welcome 
thee : turn ere it be too late, ere the door be shut, 
and instead of the voice of a loving Father's 
welcome thou hear the sentence of a righteous 
Judge_, " Depart from me, I know you not.-'' 
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Give one moment to the th(?ught : Suppose 
death should come to me while I am in the 
midst of the gratification of my desires ; while 
I am suffering 111yself first to enjoy this world's 
pleasures, before turning to God for the salva
tion which He bas told me, in His Word, He is 
ready to give me, and which sometime I intend 
to accept. Think of t�e solemn possibility that 
thou mayest be cut off without one moment's 
warning. What will it avail thee then, that 
thou hadst intended to have left all 1 Too 
true are the words of one who said, " To be 
' almost ' saved is to be eternal! y lost.'' 

"Almost" cannot avail, 
'' Almost " is but to fail, 
Sad, sad, that bitter wail, 
'' Almost '' -but lost! 

'' Now is the accepted time, now is the day 
of salvation." 

There is another class of persons to whom 
the words, " Suffer me first '' may be applied : 
-those for whom the ,vorld has no longer any
attraction ; who are tired of its bauble� and
for whom its pitfalls have no snare-yet �ho
are ever saying to themselves , " Suffer me
first '' to be a little better before I come to
God, before I dare call Him Father; or, Suffer
me first to do a little, by giving alms to the
poor, clothing the naked, feeding the hungry,
before I accept a free salvation ;-or, Suffer me 
first to doubt a little longer before I beli'!v�: 
the truth that '' He that believeth on the Son, 
bath everlasting life." 
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Oh ! Satan, Satan, how powerful a weapon1n 
thy ruthless hand, are these fatal words:
" Suffer me first." 

But let us look at how the Lord deals wit4 
one who, coming to Him, says, " Suffer me first 
to bury my father." His reply is, "Follow 
thou nie, and let the dead bury their dead." 

"Follow thou me." How much is involved 
in these- three words, yet how blessed for those 
who obey the corp.m.and. 

Reader, let me ask thee, Do these words meet 
thine eye, as a sinner still in thy sins 1 Oh, 
then, listen to Him as He �ays to thee, " Fol
low thou me." Go with Him through all His 
life while here on earth, as it is given in God's 
Word. Go with Him step by step; go with 
the world-rejected, the world-hated Jesus. 
When thou hast followed Him through all His 
suffering, and all His sorrow, and all His shame, 
and bast at last reached the foot of His Cross ; 
whilst thou· art gazing with sorrowing amaze
ment upon His agony, and art listening to 
that heart-rending cry, " Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachtbani," i.e. "My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me 1 '' rernember, oh remember, 
He_ suffered for sinners. He suffered " the 
just for the unjust that he might bring us to 
God." He suffered in the sinner's stead. Is 
l)ot that for thee 1 

When thou hast grasped the thought, and 
tby stricken soul exclaims :-

" Oh, depth .of mercy, can it be, 
His precious blood wa� shed for me 1" 
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Then listen to His answer ; He speaks to thee 
and He says:-

" I gave my life for thee.-Gal., ii. 20. 
My precious blood, I shed.-1 Pet., i., 19. 
That thou might'st ransomed be.-Eph. i., 7. 
And quickened from the dead.-Eph., ii., 1. 

I gave my life for thee,-Tit., ii., 14. 
What hast thou given for me 1 ''

Oh, believe it, and now, even now, thank Him 
for so great a salvation. If thou believest in 
Him, He saves thee from an eternity of woe. 

And thou, young believer in the Lord, fear 
not when He says to thee, "Follow.thou me." 
}fear not, although the echo of His ·words may 
still be sounding in thine ear, "Foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his head." 
Follow Him, nothing doubting, and great shall 
be thy reward. Follow Him along the narrow 
path, and faint not, though �t times it may be 
rugged and steep ; faint not though He take 
thee to the lone mountain top, for He hath 
said, " I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.'· 

Let Him be first-first in thine affections, 
first in all thy desires; and all things else shall 
be added unto thee. "All things are yours; 
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, or death, or things present, or 
things to come ; all are yours ; and ye are 
Christ's; and Christ is God's." Thou art His 
now, and shalt be His through an endless 
eternity of bliss. 
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To thee the world is now the enemy's camp; 
to thee, its pleasures and its joys lie vanquished 
and slain. Leave them on the world's broad 
battlefield, and "let the dead bury their dead.'' 
Thou hast nought to do with them ; haste thee 
from them, and be thou found in thy plac�, in 
the ranks of the soldiers of the Cross; so that 
when He shall come, thou mayest be ready to 
answer to the roll.call of the Captain of thy 
salvation. 

VERITA. 

" I HA VE BURIED MY SINS IN THE 
WOUNDS OF JESUS." 

THEY were the words of a dying girl, who had 
just been carried, in great suffering, into the 
Workhouse, " I am quite happy, I am not afraid 
to die, for, I have butied all my siris in the 
wounds of Jesus.'' 

She was a Roman Catholic, and in these 
words spoke to the I>riest who had come to 
anoint her-'' I have no other trust, sir, than 
the blood of Christ. I kno-w that by it all my 
sins are washed away; He died for me; He shed 
His blood for me, and now I an1 not· afraid to 
die." 

The hospital nurse, knowing something of 
the truth herself, curious to know where the 
girl had heard the glad tidings which made her 
so happy, asked her ,vhere she had learnt all 
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this. The simple story was soon told. Some 
time before, the doctor had been sent for-to see 
a dying boy, near the girl's home. Knowing and 
rejoicing in the love of Jesus, trusting in Him 
for his own soul's salvation, be longed that his 
patient should share in his joy, by taking the 
same blessed One ltS his Saviour; so be told the 
boy of the love of Jesus, of the bright home 
where He is now living, and of the precious 
blood which has been shed, to bring poor 
sinners there. 

The girl was in the room, though unobserved. 
She listened eagerly to the gospel, h�ard for 
the first time ; o-wned herself a sinner, a lost 
one, and believed the sweet mes.sage of salvation 
which God in His love had sent her: and now, 
though but seventeen years of age, was leaving 
the world with a glad heart, because she knew 
that it was to be with the One who had loved 
her, and washed her from her sins in His own 
blood. 

It is· a sweet, touching little story, dear 
reader, but will it recomn1end to your heart 
the love of the Blessed One who came down 
from Heaven's highest height to the very 
lowest depths, to shed His blood for you as well 
as for the pauper girl 1 You will not thrust 
Him away from you; surely you could not 
refuse such love as that · of Jesus! He is 
stretching forth His hand to you; that hand 
once torn with the cruel nail; Re longs to save 
you; hear His loving words, '' Come unto me, 
all ye that labo�r and are heavy-laden and I 
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will giye yo11: REST." "I am tlie Good Sbep:

herd : the Good Shepherd giveth His life for the 
sheep.'' Do you believe in the love of Jesus 1 
Ah ! has He not dearly proved that He loves 
the sinner 1 Are you a sinner 1 You will not 
dare deny it! then listen. �' This is a· faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came in to the wor Id to save sinners'" 
(l, 'rim. i 15), not the right�ous, mark you, but 
sinners; the helpless, the vile, the lost, t�e 
dead, " dead in trespasses and sins.'' 

Do you feel that you have no power to come 
to Jesus ; that your heart is cold; so that you 
cannot love Him; that you are heavy-laden, so 
heavily laden with 3in that you cannot move one 
step towards Him 1 Is this your case, dear soul 1 
rhen you are the very one that Jesus came to 
save! read His own word, "I am. not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners "-Matt. ix, 13.

pont try to do anything, for you are h�lpless, 
but, owning yourself lost, let Jesus save you. 

Do you remember the poor man at the pool 
of Bethesda, in John v. who is not able to 
get dow� into the water to be healed 1 Does 
Jesus say ·that he must wait to get some strength 
in order to help somebody to put him in? No!

he bas owned himself powerless ; so Jesus says 
to him, '' Rise, take up thy bed and walk-and 
immediately the man was made �bole." " For 
when we were witp.out strength, in due time, 
Christ died for the ungodly," Rom. v. 6. Di9-
you ever: bear .of love like this 1 not for those 

· who loved Him, but for those who hated-the
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ungodly whose hearts were enmity against 
God. Can you longer re{use to take Him as 
your Saviour 1 In grace He is offering you 
salvation 110,v; but the day is coming fast when 
you shall meet Him as your Judge, if you reject 
Him as your Sa vi our. 

Ah, poor soul! if you can withstand His love 
now, in the terrible day that is coming do you 
think you shall be able to bear His wrath 1 Do 
you think that you will bear to have your heart 
looked through and through by His eyes which 
shall be " like unto a flame of fire ; '' bringing to 
light the hidden recesses of your beart--not a 
spot, not a stain shall be unseen ; the secret 
thought which none knew of, the secret sin, 
long since �orgotten by you shall be brought 
back to your memory, and shewn forth, before 
all ; there shall be no biding, no escaping from 
your despair. Will you wait to know Jesus 
till you know Rim as your Judge 1 if you do I 
am sorry for you. 

Perhaps, like many others, you. think that 
you are "making the best of both worlds; '' 
living in pleasure while you live, and hoping to 
come to Christ when you are dying. I tell 
you, it is making the worst of both worlds. 
You are living without the enjoyment of the 
love which would brighten your life down here ; 
which would give you light and joy in your 
dying hour, and for the next world, you are 
losing your immortal soul. God says "Now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation:" 
J3� warned in time I pray you; accept the lov:e 
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-which will bring you joy while you 'live, joy
when you die, and joy through the endless a,ges
of eternity.

If your sins are washed away now in the
blood of Jesus, you can never be judged for
them, because Jesus wa� judged, and died under
the weight of them on the cross. "Be it kno-wn
unto you, therefore, that through this man is
preached ( or proclaimed) unto you the forgive.
ness of sins, and by Him all that believe are
justified from all things," Acts xiii. 38. 39.
'' Being justified freely by His grace, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus," (Rom.
iii. 24) is God's word, and I beseech you, � you
value your immortal soul, no longer to reject
the gift He is so freely offering you, even
eternal life.

E. Mc.M.

THE FOUN'l1AIN IN THE DESERT. 

THERE was once a traveller going thro:ugh a 
desert, and the burning sands and heated air 
made him feel thirsty, and. long earnestly for� 
drink of pure fresh water. There were many 
other travellers beside himself, and following 
where they led, he came to several fountains at 
,vhich others were eagerly drinking. He stopped 
at the first he came to, over which was written 
"Pleasure," and drank; but, oh! his thirst 
was only increased

;-
the heated waters of 

pleasure could never satisfy a thirsty soul. 
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He tried another, over which was written 
" Sin ;" but the wateis, though for the mo
rnent sweet to the taste, were afterwards ex
ceedingly bitter. He tried another, but none 
could satisfy, and wearily he threw himself on 
the ground and exclaimed, " 0 ! can I get no 
water to quench this burning thirst." 

"Yes, there is a Fountain in the Desert," 
said a soft v,.oice, " where all who wish can 
drink. Come with me and I will sho-\v it you." 

Eagerly he followed his guide, who led him 
on until they came to a beautiful fountain, 
with bright clear water bubbling up, and over 
the fountain was written, "Ho EVERYONE 
TH.A.1' THIRS'l'ETH COlfE YE TO THE WATERS," 
" I WILL GIVE UNTO HIM THAT IS ATHIRST OF 
THE FOUNTAIN OF THEWATER OF LIFE FREELY." 
"LET HIM THAT IS AT!IIR!3T COME, AND WHO
SOEVER WILL LET HIM TAKE TIIE WATER OF 
LIFE FREELY.'' 

"And is it for me," said the traveller, '' can 
I drink of it 1"

" yes,'' was the reply. "Look, ' WHOSOEVER 
WILL.' The Lord of the fountain has placed it 
there for just such weary, thirsty travellerB as 
you are, and it was at gre�t cost to Himself, 
for it was by His death that the living waters 
sprang up." .. 

The traveller drank, his thirst was quenched, 
his wearines� departed, and wonderingly he 
said, " Why do not all drink of the living 
waters 1 Why do not they leave those foun
tains which can never satisfy, which only make 
them thirst again 1" 

137 



' . 

THE FOUNT.A.IN IN THE DESER'.t. 

"Ah!" was the sad reply, ''\,ecause it is an 
enemy who has placed those fountains there. 
He hates our Lord and .he hates the people; 
but he will give them as much pleasure, amuse
ment, and sin as they like here, and after. 
wards a home with himself; a home where 
there is �o light, no peace, no love, no rest-a 
home in the lake of fire; and they will have 
to dwell there for ever, no respite, no end. 
When thousands of years have passed and 
thousands more have rolled av.ray, eternity will 
be no nearer tlie end than at the beginning. 
It will be never-ending torment, never-ending 
woe. But we who have drunk of the living 
waters shall spend our eternity with Him who 
loved us; in a home whose joys no tongue can 
tell, no thought imagine ; all peace, all love; 
no more death or crying; tears all wiped away; 
every sorrow hushed, all light, all love, endless 
pleasures, endless joys." 

" And wh�n shall we reach that home 1'' said 
the traveller. "How 1ong have w.e to wander 
first in the desert 1''

" Some longer, some shorter,'' W?,S the reply. 
"For some a messenger is quickly sent, others 
have to remain a long time." 

"And sometimes must not the way seem. 
long .and weary 1 " he asked. 

''Yes;" said his guide, "sometimes it does, 
indeed, seem long; but then we have a bright 
hope to cheer us. The Lord of the Fountain 
has promised that Re will come Himself soon to 
-take aYvay from the desert all who b�v� qru:µk
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o±: the life-giving stream, and then, the weary 
journey at an end, we wil1 be for ever at home. 
We expect Him every day, and that cheers us 
through the little while, and now, during His 
absence, it is His wish that we should. tell 
others of His love and of the Fountain which 
He has provided, so that when He comes .they 
may be ready to meet Him, for those who will 
not drink of the living waters shall spend their 
eternity in the lake of fire.'' 

" And is that the case r' he said, and I sit 
idly here enjoying the thought of being safe 
myself, and ·utterly regardless of others. But 
I will not stay" a moment longer ; I will spend 
the rest of my time, while waiting my Lord's 
return in telling others of the Fountain in the 
Desert.'' 

"I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
'Behold I freely give 

The living water ; ttirsty one, 
Stoop down, and drink, and live.' 

I came to Jesus and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream ; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him." 

----- -----

FRUIT OF HIS TOIL. 

Draw -near �nd hear the cry 
'' Finished it is.', 

Behold the Saviour die-
" Finished it is." 

1�9 
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He came from Heaven to be

Condemned upon the tree, 
That pardon might be free, 

"Finished it is." 

The wrath He did endure
Pardon is free

That He might peace secure, 
Pardon is free. 

Now, to the weary heart, 
God can His peace impart ; 
Why, anxious soul, depart 1

Pardon is free. 

N o-w all who do believe 
Are safe in Him ; 

Now all who Christ receive 
.Are 8af e in Him. 

All safe in Him on high, 
And brought to God so nigh, 
Our hearts exulting cry, 

We're safe in Him. 

Soon to behold His face, 
W4en He shall come, 

And further prove His grace, 
When He shall come. 

There in that cloudless light, 
\Vith robes all spotless white, 
\Ve· in His love delight, 

When He shall come. 

G. ·w. F.
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PARTICULARS OF 

D It. MAC ICE RN'S CON VE RS ION. 

---

Ste1Jhen's Gree·n, Dublin·, 30th March, 1875.

DEAR BROTHER, 

As I know you are ·wishing to get a little 
account of the interview and conversation which 
took place between our beloved brother and my. 
self in Dublin fourteen years ago, and which the 
Lord, in His rich and sovereign grace, so blessedly 
and, I may add, unexpectedly, used for his imn1e. 
diate conversion, and for the joy of all our" hearts 
who more intimately knew him, I will give an 
outline, as far as I remember, of the circumstanc�s 
and Scriptures which God seemed to use on the 
occasion, to turn him from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God. 

Never was the change more signal and to God's 
glory than in the case of our dear brother. Every. 
thing about that visit was re1narkable, as mani. 
festing Gon's purpose to save him on the spot. 

When he called that evening, it was to bid us 
farewell ere he left for abroad. He had gone 
upstairs to see Mrs. W--, as I happened to be 
·engaged with a gentleman below, and had taker,
his leave, and had left his love for me, as he coulei
not wait, having to catch that evening's packet
for Holyhead. Just at that moment I ca1ne out

111 



PARTICULARS OJ 

and met him in the hall. He was · in a great 
hurry; but all was pre-arranged differently of 
God fdr eternity. The Lord had opened the door, 
and he came in, did not even sit down; was 
leaving for England on his way to Australia. 

I asked him, " Why this sudden move 1'' He 
was slow to answer, but it opened the door of his 
heart and his conscience-all was disqJiietude and 
weariness within-the condition of his soul hope
less-the review of the past saddened him-the 
present was a burthen to him-the future, gloom 
and uncertainty-. everything had failed to satisfy 
the craving of his natllre for something- better 
than he had ; his books, his love of poetry, his 
theories about man's perfection, all had failed 
him. The tenderness of his heart and nature 
made him philanthropic, and hope against hope to
lessen the wretchedness which he saw around
this failed also. 

He asked me how I was so happy and in peace. 
He saw others the san1e, even in their- sorrows. 
He kne-w they possessed what he bad not, and yet 
he yearned for it; he could not find it. " Who 
by searching can. find out God 1'' He looked to

the world-he travelled-all was but a troubled 
sea. This was his state. God was working 
through it, to plough up the hard ground. 

It was not so ro.uch a.ny conscience as to sin, as, 
his nature being disappointed and unsatisfied with 
what he had found in man's world. He remem
bered the letter of the Word, and sometimes had 
thoughts of God. He had heard of His love. It 
was then I enquired why he had not follow�d in
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that track, instead of those suggested by the mere 
mind of man ; referring to the Scriptures for en,.. 
couragement-" Ye have ruined yourselves, but 
in ME is your help;" "Turn ye, turn ye, why will 
ye die 1 '' But this only brought out a deeper 
mischief, and showed evidently the way Satan had 
latterly been trying, not only to shut out the 
light of God's truth from his troubled soul, but 
so to use the little he knew, as to cloud the good .. 
ness and perfection of the Creator. All was con� 
fusion and vagueness in his thought.s as to the true 
state and relationship of man with God, both 
before the fall of man and afterwards. Creation 
now, to his mind, was a mighty failure and a ruin, 
because sin, dea.th, and misery were in it; and 
God was love. All this was perplexity to him and 
unaccountable. 

Satan had thus far -blinded him, and was about 
binding him hand and foot; but God had his 
name in the Lamb's Book of Life before the 
foundation of the world, and was aliowing all 
chis to go on, so that, w_hen the light and grace of 
Christ came in, he could understand, " I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest." 

What has grace to bear ·with in a sinner, as well 
as do for a sinner like one of us ! 

I saw there was no definite opposition in our 
dear brother to God or His Word ; he did it 
"ignorantly and in unbelief." He misinter. 
preted Scripture to justify man and throw all 
the responsibility of a groaning creation on its 
Maker. He pitied man, and would have sympa
thi�e<l with him in his ruin, because there was no 
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sense of man's rebellion and guilt before God,. no 
conscience of man's broken responsibility to God, 
no sense of the dishonour done to God. Still, he 
was honest and only waiting, like one that was 
blind from his birth, t◊ have the work of God's 
grace manitested in his being clothe_d and in his 
right mind. 

This was a solemn mo1nent we had come to. 
All was dark yet, but the confession of need was 
made ; and, Oh, how gentle a sigh of contrition 
brings do-wn the God of Glory. to answer it in 
His Grace ; and I looked to tbB Lord for the 
Word, the Word of life .. 

So we opened · the Scriptures, �he 3rd of 
Genesis, and 1st ·and 3rd of John, to see what man 
had done to God, and what God in return had 
done for man. 

But before we went into these, I quoted the 
verse in Ecclesiastes, "God hath made man up. 
right; but they have sought out many inventions.'' 
This I referred to, that he might see in a few 
words how all bis reasonings and causes of diSa 
quietude as to God, in reference to-man, were un. 
founded. 

The Lord blesseJ it at once.; like an arrow, it 
arrested his conscieuce. Light had entered his 
soul. He was silent. God had reached him. He 
listened. Satan was standing by, disarmed, re. 
buked ; the prey was already taken from the cap. 
tor; the filthy garments were about to be re. 
moved; the vessel was near to the sanctuary. The 
Word of God had taken root in the ground already 
ploughed up-it detected his deep mistake as to 
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the fa.II of man ; as to himself, his consciencE 
broke down under it ; his attention and earnest. 
ness to hear were more marked than ever. · My 
peart was encouraged, and ·we both seemed to b€ 
carried away by the same spirit of expectation
and hope. 

We now went to our chapter in Genesis. All

was·chaos and void till God began, " Let there bo 
light, and there was light." Let tbere be life and 
there was life. The creation was formed perfect, 
as it must be !rom a perfect Creator. Man .was 
perfect because made in His image. All was very 
good. Creation was beautiful. There was 
nothing wanting there-the animals, even, in sub. 
jection to Adam ; Adam in subjection to God; and 
God well pleased with all, walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day. 

Such was God's work; the Heavens and the 
Earth, the display of His Creation Glory. His 
supremacy was there, in marking out one tree not 
to be eaten, so that God might be all in all in 
that primeval scene of His handiwork and 
wisdom, and man's will subject to His authority 
and control. God gratuitously put all this into· 
man's hand to enjoy, and direct, under His om. 
niscient and omnipotent goodness. 

But one day was enough for the first man to 
obey God. Satan's lie took his heart from God; 
the thought of bein'g as gods, knowing good and 
evil, tempted him, produced a desire for indepen. 
dence, and th us, listening to Satan, he lost con
fidence in God, and failed in his responsibility as 

eature, and all was changed. He had left 
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God, and he lost the moral image and nature i:Q

which be had been created. He chose Satan, and 
his nature fell into the corruption begotten of 
Satan. Such was man-even man made perfect, 
after he doubted and left God-incurring the 
sentence of death; .and the world, lately so beau. 
tiful and lovely, now nothing but' defilement and 
corruption. God's glory, as the Maker of it, 
marred, and His power, as it were, defeated
Satan looking on in triumph at the wreck. 

Our dear brother saw the change, and felt the 
dishonour done to God. Sin was traced to Satan, 
and to Ad�m's disobedience to God's word. He felt 
the judgment of death was righteous, and the 
springs of man's moral being must be for ever 
polluted, as well as alienated from God. Scripture 
made it all plain, and every disclosure was reveal
ing to his own soul how he stood, as born of 
Adam,_ under broken responsibility, and with a 
mind not subject to the will of God, and a con. 
science guilty. 

We then turned to see what God could do with all 
this state of corruption and rebellion, as well as 
what character God would now take towards him. 
I pointed out that verse-The Seed of the woman 
should bruise the serpent's head, and it should 
bruise bis heel ; the grace of God hidden then in 
a promised Saviour, the woman's Seed, as God's 
first step in the New Creation, which was now to 
be erected, not on the ruin of the old, but on a 
crucified Christ, the Seed of the woman, but, the 
Son of God. 

We turned, then, in order to bring out more 
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fui1y the person of Christ, as well as the work of 
Christ, to the chapters in John, and our brother 
listened to these passages from step to step. The 
Spirit was blowing where it listed; and He desired 
to trace the ways of God's dealing with the 
sinner ; and never did a thirsty soul drink in with 
gi;eater avidity the words of life.- Judging from 
the effect on him, the Spirit seemed to be delight
ing to take of the things of . Christ and show 
them to him. 

Moses asked, "Show me Thy way that I may
know THEE ; '' and this was the thirsting state of 
our brother, produced by the Spirit's quickening 
power, as 1ve looked at the .verses, " Even so must 
the Son of Man Le lifted up

,' 
that whosoever 

believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life," and connected it with " The Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world," 
and then went back to the beginning of John, as 
to the Son of Man being God manifest in flesh, the 
WORD dwelling among us, full of grace and truth� 
and, out of His fulness, we receiving grace for 
grace� 

There was an evident passing from the convic. 
tion of sin and abhorring of himself, as in the 
beginning, to greater liberty, even delight. For 
the first time he brightened up. The sight of the 
Son of Man lifted up-by faith seen in His Word 
-turned his heaviness into the oil of gladness.
Indeeq, verse by verse of that wonderful revela.
tion, God seemed to be using, thus making His
glory to pass before him with Divine power. But
the ear had been first opened, the conscience
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purged, and the heart touched with that verse� 
"He who was rich, for our sakes became poor, 
that we, through His poverty, might become rich." 

The last verse ·we looked at was, "As many as 
received Him, to them gave He power to be
come the sons of God, to _them that believe on His 
name : which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God." Aud here again the simplicity of his faith 
was bea:utiful in the reception_ of this. He dropped 
himself-everything of the past lost its hold on 
him, in the abundant entrance which the Father 
vouchsafed to him, so quickly, into the new and 
divine relationships, which he was now entering 
upon, and which· ever after were the secret joy of 
his soul. All passed before him now-sin put 
away for ever by the Lamb of God-a new nature 
given-born of God by the Word and by the 
Spirit-all that belonged to the old man settled 
for ever by the Cross-a new condition-new 
relationships . in Christ-and a new home with 
the Son in the bosom of the Father ; there for 
ever to behold the glory of the Only-Begotten, of 
llim, who was wounded for his transgressions, 
bruised for his iniquities, who, by the grace of 
God, tasted deat4 for every one-and our little 
hymn, the 91st, in which these new affection:; 
ascribe praise to God, was ever his favourite in 
after days :-

,, Oh what a debt I owe 
To Him who shed His blood, 

And cleansed my soul, and gave me power 
To stand before His God.'' &c. 
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I see also, in one of his little fragments on ex.

perience, ('' The Basket," No. 2, page 39): he bas 
touched upon this :-

" Soon as my all I ventured 
On the atoning blood, 

Also:--

i'ho Holy Spirit entered, 
And I was born of God I '' 

" Thanks be to God ! I can look on this wor Id, 
its glories, riches, pleasures, thoughts, 'Nays, its 
changing fashions; as a vast wreck-where also is 
found my former self-my sins all met by Him 
who hung upon the cross. I can and do believe 
that God alone could and would meet this ruin 
HimseJf, and in an absolute way deliver me." 

This is a little· sketch of the rernarkable de .. 
liverance and salvation of our brother, now with 
the Lord Himself. 

He took out his watch ; two hours had passed 
like a mon1ent to both of us. He was too late ; 
but it ,vas too late only for man's world and man's 
ways; too late for Satan any more to deceive or 
blind. The Spirit of the Lord had taken posses .. 
sion of the earthen vessel, and carried it whither he 
.kne-w not-no more to rest on earth's shores, nor 
return to bid farewell to those he had left there. 
Having seen, by faith, the Lord who loved him 
and washed. him from bis r.;ins in His own blood, he 
counted all things but dross and dung, that he 
might know Him. He pressed on steadily, con .. 
f erring not ,Yith flesh and blood. 

He kissed me then as he left for Kingstown, 
149 



Dlt. M.A.OKERN 's CONVERSION. 

saying all was new; he was no longer his o-wn; 
a debtor to n1ercy. His intention then was to 
sleep on board that night for the morning mail ; 
but the Angel of the Lord ·was with him still, and 
led him to the prayer-meeting at Mr. D- S-'s 
chapel at Kingstown, where the Lord was then 
working, where he remained during the meeting, 
and attracted the notice of Mr. S-- by hii. 
attention and anxiety, who then had some con. 
versation with him, which caused him again to 
put off his intended departure by the early boat, 
so as to wait for the meeting at the Metropolitan 
Hall that morning, held by ]\,fr. S--. Others 
observed him during the singing of a hymn, 
s.tanding up, leaning against one of the pillars un
der the gallery, weeping tears of delight, of fresh
felt joy, which the full heart could no longer
repress, tasted in company with others there,
who, like himself, ·were for the first time enter
ing into the liberty of God's presence, now known
as a Justifier, a Saviour God, in all the simplicity
and. artlessness of first love, and Whom we know be
afterwards followed so faithfully and fearlessly
as his Lord and Master.

I had a letter from him a week or two after, 
which he wished to be read at the meeting, prais
ing and blessing God for what He ha·d wrought by 
His Spirit in him during his short visit, and men
tioning his desire to be at the Lord's Table, 
remembering Him there, and showing forth His 
death, till He come. W. vV.
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'' THE GRE.A.T WHITE 'l'HRONE." 

'' And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on 
it, fr01n whose face the ea1·f;}1, and the heaven fad away ;
and there was found no place .for them. And I saw the 
dead, srnall and great, stand before God; and the books 
were opened ; and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life ; and the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written 1:n the books, according to thefr works. 
And the sea gave up the dead whi'ch were in it ; arid death 
and hell deli"vered up the dead whi'ch were in them ; and 
they were Judged every 1naa accordi'ng to thefr works. 
And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death. - .And whosoever was nqt found 
written in the book oflife was cast into the lal-.,e of ft1�e.''
Rev. xx. 11-15.

BELOVED READER, everybody has got to do with 
the Son of God, the" Man Clirist Jesus," in 
one of two characters; they must either have 
to do with Him now, as a Saviour, or by-and
by as a Judge, when the day of salvation is 
past, and the door of mercy is closed for ever. 

Let me ask, ere I pass on to this solemn sub
ject, have you come to this Jesus and found Him 
to be your Saviour; the One whose precious 
blood has cleansed you, given you a purged 
conscience, saved you from that terrible doom 
made known to us in this Scripture, the second 
death-" the lake of fire ''. If not, I beseech 
you to come to Him at once. There is no time 
to delay; you must not trifle with that precious 
soul of yours; you must not sport upon the very 
brink of that burning lake; you do not kno-w 
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the moment Satan may give you the last push, 
and launch you over tha t awful precipice into 
the midst of the fln,n1es. Come to Jesus. He 
sits just now upon a "throne of grace," not 
upon a "throne of judgment," but soon He will 
rise, and mercy for you will be past, an<l judg
ment overtake you. 

Just look for a moment inside the tabernacle 
wµere God dwelt, in the days when Israel was 
in the wilderness. Where ,vas the throne then 1
On the mercy-seat above the ark. What was 
on it 1 What were the cherubim looking at 1 
" Blood.'' Yes, blood was there to answer the 
claims of the throne, and G_od dealt with the 
people on the ground of _the blood. Lev. xvi. 

Turn to Isaiah vi. There we get the throne 
again, liigh and lifted up. But is that all 1
Ah, no ! What else is there 1 An altar, telling 
of grace for the poor prophet who had found 
out he was undone. Think of it! he did not·say, 
" Woe is me, for I'1n not so good as I ought to 
be." No! but I an1 "undone." What had 
sho1'rn him that 1 The King on the thron.e 
( verse 5). What made hin1 the ready mes
senger for that san1e king ( verse 8) 1 The live 
coal from off the altar ( verses 6, 7). 

Now turn to Rev. iv., and see the throne 
again; but what is that around it 1 " A rain
bow." What does that n1ean 1 It is the token 
of sure and covenant n1ercy to this poor sin
blighted world of ours. Oh, how blessed! Poor 
weary sinner, what a tale of love to you. The 
claims of the throne all met. Justice is satisfied, 
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and God in grace preaching " peace " to you 
throug1:i Jesus Christ. Will you not "believe 
and live 1" 

But ,ve must come to this other throne, and 
what do we find here 1 One enthroned for 
'' judgment without mercy," and all the black
ness and vileness of the poor sinner standing 
out in awful contrast to the dazzling brightness 
of that " great white throne.'' Oh, sinner, well 
may you tremble ; the picture is black indeed, 
and the doom terrible, but none the less true. 
Yea, it is certain, for all who stand before that 
throne. "Reader, let me ask you, Who is 
this Person, from whose face the very earth and 
heavens fled a·way 1 Oh, you say, It. is the Al
mighty God. Let me tell you ,vho it is. It is 
a "Man." What! you say a Man 1 Yes, a 
Man. I told you at the beginning every one 
must have to do with God's Man, either as a 
Saviour or a Judge. Now turn to John v. 22 
-27. What do we find there 1 " The Father
judgeth no man, but -hath committed all
judgn1ent unto the Son . . . . because be 
is the Son of man." And now the Man has 
taken His seat to judge. Who shall be able to 
stand 1 You, poor sinner; but only until that 
black catalogue of hideous sins written in the 
books is read out against you ; then you will be 
siezed ,vith mighty hands and hurled from the 
presence of the Judge into the lake of fire. 

Who stand before Him 1 The" dead" (not 
one living soul ; they were raised in the first 
resurrection, verse 4-6); only those who have 
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not passed from death unto life, John v., 24. 
Oh, the myriads who will stand before the 
Judge with the opened books! The sea has 
given up its dead, death and hell too, and there 
they stand before that great white throne, whose 
light only makes their blackness the more fear. 
ful. Sinner, what will you do th�n? You who 
think it manly to do your own will; you who 
commit sin in secret. Ab, do you remember 
that secret sin, done in the dark, when there was 
no �ye to see you? You forgot the eye that 
never slumbers nor sleeps. " Thou God seest 
me ; '' and you prided yourself, and comforted 
yourself with the thought that no one saw you. 
The secret is locked up within your breast, and 
you would not for the world your dearest friend 
knew anything about it. " Be sure your sin 
will find you out." What will you look like 
when you stand before that throne and hear 
that same sin read out, sounded out in the ears 
of an assembled world, when you meet the one 
you wronged 1 I think I see you, poor trem b
ling wretch, withering beD:eath the look of the 
Judge, every limb shaking; fain would you have 
rocks or mountains to fall upon you to hide you 
from His face, but there are none. They fled 
when He took His seat, His face made them 
flee away. 

Unsaved souJ, think, the Judge is the Man who 
died to save sinners; how will you face Him 1 
No longer are His eyes of love looking upon you 
with tenderness and compassion, but like a flame 
of fire searching you through and through. No 
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longer is His sweet voice saying, "Come unto me," 
but His voice now is like the sound of many 
waters, and instead of " Come," He says " De
part ye cursed into everlasting fire." Ab, 
will you turn round and say, 0 Lord, but I 
was a poor man on earth, I bad sore work to 
make ends meet, and could not give much time 
to my soul 1 No excuse whatever of that sort 
would avail you. No. Your Judge would say 
to you, I know what it is to be poor. I have 
trod the scene before you ; when I was there, 
they tempted me about the tribute money, and 
I had to ask them to show me a penny, to teach 
them, I had not one. Yes, " the foxes had 
holes, the birds of the air had nests, but the Son. 
of man had not where to lay bis head." Oh, 
poor sinner, He has been in every circumstance 
you could be placed in; He was hungry, thirsty, 
weary, persecuted, murdered. "\Y"hen you stand 
before Him, you will be like the man without 
the .... wedding garment, " speechless,'' not one 
excuse to offer, as you hear read out, page after 
page, your sins. Look, the Judge gives you 
one more chance; He turns to another book
the book of life. · But O ! there is no name of 
yours there. Ho,v awful ! Your name not there. 
Take him, says the stern Judge, bind him hand 
and foot. Now they seize you, and, with the yell 
of despair-rising from your lips, you are hurled 
into the lake of fire. What an eternity to spend 
" in the flames,'' when you might have been in 
glory: weeping and wailing, wh�n you might 
have been ",singing:" conscience and memory 
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at work, telling you about the opportunities you 
missed, the Saviour you despised, the God you 
mocked, and now " the harvest is past, the 
summer ended," and you " damned." 

0, Sinner, awake, a,vake, '' flee from the 
wrath to come,'' " look not behind thee, tarry 
not in all the plain.'' You have no time to 
lqse. 'rhat swift pale horse, with its grim rider, 
death, is close at your heels; his sword is uplifted 
to })lunge in your bosom : speed you to the 
Saviour, He is waiting ·with outstretched arms 
to welcon1e you; hear His voice, Ooine ; see 
what He offers you, Rest. Matt. xi. 28. Won't 
you take it from Him now 1 Ah, do you say 
I am not worthy, I do not deserve rest or any
thing else ; I have been such a sinner; I know 
that very well. But did the seraphim take the 
live coa� and touch Isaiah's lips because be was 
worthy 1 No! The light of the throne showed 
him be was "undone," but grace comes out to 
undone ones, and only such. Christ died for 
(not the worthy ones, but) the "ungodly," 
"sinners,'' "ene:µiies." Rom. v. 6, 8, 10. 
How precious! He died for the sinner. Is that 
your name 1 Then He died for you, and Jesus 
Himself says, " He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life." John vi. 47. 

And let me tell you, If you come before 
the throne just now, and find yourself by 
its light to be a vile, undone sinner, thank God 
there is the blood, the altar, or the rainbow,. to 
tell you of blessing. God's claims are all met 
by the blood. When you rest where God rests, 
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then you are saved, and will never come before 
the great white throne. See John v. 24, " shall 
not con1e into condemnation, but is passed from 
death· into life.'' But if you do not come and 
find your rest in Jesus, then by-and-by you 
will stand before Him as your Judge, hear Him 
pronounce your sentence, and find yourself 
banished· from His presence when He takes His

place on the great ·white throne. }/lay the Lord 
in His great mercy awaken you, deeply convince 
you of your sin and of your need of the· Saviour, 
and bring you to Himself to find in Him all you. 
need for ti1ne and eternity. May you come now, 
while it is "the accepted time," n6,v, while it 
is "the day of salvation,'' and His shall be all 
the praise. W. E. 

---

TWO DEA.TH BEDS. 

I. WITHOUT CHRIS'!'.

A�out two years ago I was staying with 
friends in one of the lt'Iidland Counties, and 
while walking one day in the garden, I met a 
respectably-dress·ed middle-aged man, of whon1 
I knew nothing, but to ,vhom, after a few ,vord& 
on ordinary topics had passed between us, I 
spoke about his immortal soul. He listened, 
willingly and respectfully enough, but I soon 
found he knew nothing of, and cared less for, 
the eternal realities I was })Yessing on him; and 
on my speakin�· of that great reality, the eter,. 
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nal puni�hment of the lost, of those who reject 
God and His \Vord, who despise His grace, who 
go on satisfied with themselves, their th9ughts, 
their opinions, thei1" theories, without even 
thinking of testing them by that which is the 
only test, the Word of God; and even where 
they find them untenable, if so tested

., 
prefer 

to keep their thoughtd and reject the Word of 
God-I say, when I spoke· of that eternal 
reality, he laughed a scornful laugh, · and said, 
'' Excuse me, Sir, but I don:t believe in hell; 
I don't believe there's any such place." 

Though shocked, I was not surprised; for it 
is only what one finds on all sides, rn the present 
day, either openly proclaimed or secretly be
lieved. And I have really more respect, in 
one sense, for the . man ·who (however terrible 
it may be) openly st�tes his unbelief, than 
for the one who either conceals it, or, professing 
to believe in the reality of that place of tor. 
ment, goes on practically denying it, by living 
for himself in this world, instead of bowing to 
the great truth of the Gospel, tbat he is a lost 
sinner, and accepting Him who can1e to seek 
and save the lost. T·he one is, in a certain 
�ense, honest in avowing his disbelief; the other 
is deceiving himself and all around him. Both 
end in the same place by and by ; and whether 
you openly deny the Word of God with your lips, 
or practically deny it with your life, be y'ou 
the most profligate or the most moral, the end 
,vill be the '' lake of fire." 

· All I could do (and all I would do in such a
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. 

case) was to bring that Word to bear upon him 
which he denied. I read to him from Luke 
xn. 23, " In hell be lifted up his eyes, being 
in torments," and I asked him if he dared to 
say that the blessed One who spoke those words 
was saying what was false. I read to him 
passages from the Revelation, and other parts 
of the Word, in which that terrible reality is so 
plainly spoken of;· but no, he laughed his 
scornful l�ugh, and said " Nothing shall

ever malce me beUeve it,''-(mark the 
words, dear reader). " No one bas ever come 
back · from hell to prove there is such a 
place,'' and so on. I felt I bad nothing more 
to say. If he would not bow to the Word of 
God, I knew be would not, to anything I could 
say, so I left him with this one remark: "I 
pray God that, before you die, you may be 
brc·!lght to believe in the reality of what you 
now deny." 

A month ago I was staying in the same place, 
and heard that be was d�ad ; and the particu. 
iars of his death left on me an impression which 
nothing can ever efface. ilay God, in His in
finite grace, use them for the blessing of any 
poor unbelieving sinner who may read this. 

A Christian gentleman in the neighbourhood� 
hearing he was dying, went, more than once, 
to see him, but found him, even with death and 
eternity starirtg him in the face, persistently 
denying what he had· already denied to me; 
hardened against the truth of God, apparently 
going into His PreRence with that lie in his 
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mouth. But God woiild not let him. T·wo 
days before be died, he a,voke to the terrible 
reality that there ,vas a hell. " I lcnow 
NOW," he said "that thrYre IS a hell, and I'M 
GOING THERE." For those two fearful 
days, that u·as the burde1i of his speech. And 
so he clied. 

Oh, beloved reader, poor unsaved sinner, 
pause a moment, I beseech you. Do you 
believe in the reality of that place of torment, 
fron1 which " the s1nok-e of their tor1nent 
ascendeth up for ever and ever; and they have 
no 'rest day nor night" 1 (Rev. xiv. 11). Or 
do you think the Word of the living God is a 
fable, to be accepted or not, believed or not, as 
you judge best 1 You will find your mistake 
out ·some day, and will have to bo,v to the 
•'!'eality of it. Oh that it may be before it is 
too late. Perhaps you will say, you are not a 
rejecter of the Word of God; that you do 
believe in it; that you lead a n1oral and religious 
life, doing your best, endeavouring to keep 
the law ( obliged to adn1it� if you are earnest that 
you have broken it) and so hope to work your 
·way to heaven. What! Christ left out 1. Whom
do you think He ca1ne to die for 1 Those who
do their best 1 Those who are satisfied with
themselves 1 Those who float quietly down in
the strean1 of this wor Id's religion, " l\'Iaking
the best," as they say, "of this world, and
hoping to get the best of the next " 1 No, but
for the wretched, the undone, the ruined, the
ungodly, (Rom. v. 6) the lost. (Luke xix., 10).
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Perhaps you will say, you do not leave 
out Christ, that you do hope to get the benefit 
of His death, though bow, 1 am· sure you cannot 
say. But think how terribly dishonouring it is 
to add anything to the finished ,vork of the 
Lord Jesus Christ;_ above all, to add any 
wretched works of your own, to get to Heaven. 
To profess to believe in Him who came down 
to save poor sinners, when nothing else 
could save them but His taking upon Himself 
death and judgment. He took that judgment, 
even to being forsaken of God, when He was 
bearing sin that was not His own; I say, to pro
fess to believe in Him, and yet not to ·know the 
first great truth the Gospel presents, that you 
are not only a sinner. but .a lost sinner,-this 
is darkness indeed. 

Surely a Savioiir is for the lost; and if 
you, unsaved r_eader, unforgiven sinner, moral 
sinner, profligate sinner, religious sinner, lost

sinner, be you who you may and what 
you may, bow to that truth, and turn 
simply to that Saviour, giving up all but 
Him, you are saved, saved for ever ; death will 
be no longer a terror to you, for you belong to 
Him who bas conquered it; judgment no longer 
feared, for He has borne it for you, and borne 
it to the very uttermost-even to the being 
forsaken of His God that you might not. be. 
Believe, and all is yours, for· Christ is yours. 
Ob, what a real possession is Christ! Could all 
the possessions of this world give you one mo
ment's peace with God or relieve your burdened 
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conscience 1 The possession of Christ does both 
-nay, far more, it lifts the heart of the poor
rest-seeking sinner up to Him who died that
He might save him-Who breaks the sinner's
heart with a sense of sin, and then pours in the
healing balm of His love, that He may have
that broken heart for Himself. Oh, what a
reality is the possessi�n of Christ ! Is He yours,
dear reader, your very own 1 " Re that hath

the Son, hath life; and he that hath not the Son
of God, hath not life" (1 John v. 12). Test
yourself� honestly, in the sight of God, by that
one verse, have you got life 1 Have you got
Christ 1 · Do not think it is a phrase-it is a
hlessed reality, known only to those who have
it.

2. WITH CHRIST.

Turn now wit!) me; dear reader, to another 
scene, and, oh, what a scene-the death-bed of 
a saint of God-the death-bed of ·one who knew 
Christ and His love ; knew the reality of both. 
I think, in this poor world of unrealities, there 
is nothing 1J?.Ore blessed to witness than the 
death-bed of a child of God. By such an one I 
stood but lately. She was eighty y�ars old and 
upward, and of those years she had known the 
Lord for fifty-five; and� it may be truly said, 
·had lived for Hi_m; and now she is passing away;
departing to be with Him, which is far better.
� ot the shadow of a cloud at that death-bed;
great weakness of body; great prostration--she
cannot even move in her bed without loving
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hands. to help her-· the hands of those whom she 
bas made it the object of her life to bring to 
Christ. By the infinite grace of God, she has seen 
them, one· after another, brought to know Him, 
whom to kno,v is life eternal. Children, grand. 
children, faithful old servants, surround that 
bed; all safe in Christ; all eager to do some 
little thing to help that beloved one who is 
passing away from them here. Oh, how weak 
and helpless in body she is! She has just been 
moved in her bed, and is speaking-clear come 
the words, " Strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of His might."· No strength of her own, 
but how strong in Him ! In the moments of 
her greatest weakness, of her wandering, how 
she al,vays brightened up at the precious name 
of Jesus; at a verse repeated out of the Word 
of God-that which had b_een her food for fifty. 
five yearR. And ,vhen, for some days before 
she fell asleep, she no longer, except at rare 
intervals, recognized those who spoke to her, 
even the nearest-and dearest, there ·were always 
two things uppermost in her mind. 

It might be a son, a daughter, a grandchild, 
who came to her bedside-she waB wandering 
as to natural things; but what does she say? 
" A.re you happy in the Lord ? " " Yes." 
And what then? "Don't be half-hearted for 
Ohlrist." Yes, that yVas her little partingword 
of counsel to all, "Don't be half-hearted for 
Christ,'' and surely we can say, she ''being dead, 
yet speaketh ;'' for those words remain graven 
on the hearts of those who beard them; and 
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may the Lord bring them �ome to any poor

feeble one, belonging to Him, who reads them 
here. 

And now the scene is about to close. She 
has been lying very quiet for a time, ,vith 
closed eyes, ,vhen suddenly she opens them 
,vide, gazing stedfastly into heaven. The glaze 
of death is already on them, but there is no 
flinching in that look. And it is the more re
markable from the fact that, for the few days 
previously, her eyes had never been_ fixed on any 
one object for a minute �t a time; wandering 
restlessly from one to another, and all over the 
room. · But now there is not even the motion 
of an eyelid, nothing but a fixed, steady look 
upward-straight upward. The look is so re. 
markable, and so sustained, that a daughter by 
her side says:'' What are you looking at, darling 
mother 1 " No ans,ver, the look still upward. 
Then another daughter, lying on the'bed at her 
side, says,'' You see Jesus, don't you, n1other 1" 
Not a movement of the eye, but out comes the 
a.nswer, clear and strong, '' ·y-ES." It is her 
last word. A few mon1ents more, and the eyes 
gently close, and the spirit has fled to be with 
Him. 
. Dear reader, if the Lord tarries, and your 
death:.bed comes, which will it be with you 1 
Which would it be, were your death.bed to come 
now, to-morrow, next week 1 Would you have 
to look .baclr on a life spent for yourself, 
eternity before you, and Christ not yoursl 
·come to Him no,v, if you. have not come yet.
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Listen to His own blessed words, " Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, n.nd 
I will give you rest." .Accept that loving in .. 
vitation now. Take your burdened heart and 
conscience to Him, and you will find rest indeed. 

Surely you know you are a sinner, �nd 
surely a sinner needs a Saviour; and there is 
One who- has been saying to you all these years, 
"Come unto me," "I will give you rest," and 
you have turned a deaf ear and a hard heart 
to those loving words. Oh, how solemn the 
words spoken by that same loving One. '' Ye 
will not come to me that ye might have life." 
The time is coming when the door of grace will 
be closed; ,vhen the last one shall be gathered 
in ; when those who belong to Christ will go to 
be with Him; and then, no hope for those that 
are left! The time is coming, and it is very 
near too. The cry has gone out, " Behold the 
bridegroom cometh; '' and there are thousands 
of the Lord's dear ones waiting and looki:ng for 
His return, .A.re you 1 To the last moment 
of her life, the dear saint of God of whom I 
have written, was looking for that : and woula 
not have been at all surprised if He had come 
even the moment before she was taken to be 
with Him. She was constantly repeating part 
of her favourite hymn, '' I'm waiting for Thee 
Lord,'' and it was sung over her grave by many 
who loved her. Reader ask yourself if you 
can sing it from your heart. N. 
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PROFESSORS, ROPERS, WQRKERS, & 
CONFESSORS.-WHICH ARE YOU? 

A.RE you a " despiser " of salvation through 
Christ 1 if so, pause and consider, for Scripture 
r.;aith :-

" Beware, therefore, lest that come upon you 
which is spoken of by the Prophets : behold, 
ye despise1 .. s, and ,vonder, and perish : for I

work a work in your days, � work which ye 
shall in no wise believe, though a man declare 
it unto you.'' Acts xiii. 41. 

Are you a ''rejector" of salvation through 
Christ 1 if so, })a use and consider, for He has 
said:-

" He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
words, hath one that judgeth him : the word 
that I have spoken, the same shall Judge bim 
in the last day." John xii. 48. 

Are you a "neglecte1"" of salvation through 
Christ 1 if so, pause and consider, for Scripture 
saith:-

" If the word spoken by angels was stedfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience re. 
ceived a just recompense of reward, how shall 
we escape if we neglect so great salvation." 
Heb. ii. 2-3. 

"The day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in 
the night. For when they shall say, Peace anel 
safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon 
then1 ...... and they shall not escape." I. Thes:s. 
v. 2-3.
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Are you a'' professor" of salvation through 
Christ? if so, pauseandconsider,for Scripture 
saith:-

" They profess that they know Goa: but in 
works they deny him, being abominable, and 
disobedient, and unto every good work repro
bate. Titus i. 16. 

And Christ has said :-
" Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 

Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven; but 
he that doeth the will of my Father which js in 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast out devils ? 
and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you : depart from 1ne, ye that work ini
quity." Mat. vii., 21,23. 

Are you a hoper for salvation through 
Christ? if so, pause and consider, for Scripture 
saith:-

" Wherefore remember, that ye being in 
time past Gentiles in the flesh ........ that at 
that time ye were without Christ ........ having 
no hope, and without God in the world." Eph. 
ii.12. And, again· ...... '' that ye sorrow not even 
as others which have no ho:f e."]. Thess. iv.13. 

Are you a ''worker '' for salvation through 
Christ? if so, pa use and consider, for Scripture 
saith :-

" To him that worlceth not, but believeth on 
him that· justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
tountedfor righteonsness." Rom.iv. 5. "Not 
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according to our works, but according to his 
own purpose and grace.'' II. Tim. i. 9. Not 
by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy be saved us." Titus 
iii. 5. " For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of you?"selve.s; it is the gift
of God : not of WO?"lcs, lest any man should
boast.'' Ep b. ii. 8, 9.

Dear reader, which are you 1 
If still in one of the above classes, why 

not come now to Christ, the only Saviour, as a 
poor lost sinner; for, in whichever you are in. 
eluded, you are still in danger of dying in your 
sins, and perishing everlastingly; but, "if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God bath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believeth unto right
eoJ1sness, and with the. mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.'' For the Scripture saith:
" Whosoever believeth on hi1n shall not be 
ashamed." Rom. x. 9-11. " Whosoever shall 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God d wel
leth .in him, and he in God.'' 1. John iv. 15. 
If you have thus truly confessed Christ unto 
salvation, He now saith to you :-" Whosoever 
therefore shall conj ess me before men, him will 
l confess also before my Father which is in
heaven. Matt. x. 32. " Whosoever shall con ..
fess me before men, him shall the Son of man
�lso conj ess before the angels of God.'' Luke
xii. 8.

E. H. C. 
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THE WANDERER'S RETURN. 
(Read 2 Samuel xiii. 28, xiv.) 

THE narrative contained iu these two chapters 
shows, most beautifully, the ·way in which God 
acts now, in His grace, and in His desire to 
bring back the sinner to Himself. There is 
one great point .though, in which the narrati.ve 
differs from, indeed is entirely in contrast to 
the gospel; because ,vhatever God does is 
righteous, and if He loves, it is righteous love; 
whereas the narrative sho,Ys us love travelling 
faster than righteousness, and the sequel is, 
there is a grand reyolt, David's throne is upset, 
as we see in chapter xv. If God shows love, 
if God saves me, He does it righteously; He 
saves by His grace, He saves utterly, but He 
saves righteously. 

David brings back this young man, but he 
brings him back unrighteously without judging 
his sin, and the consequence was he got bold ; 
and that is what people ,vho do not belie,e in 
hell now are, they are bold and defy God. 
Absal'om was a murderer. However deep 
might be Ammon's guilt there was no excuse 
for Absalom. He was a murderer; and yet 
you hear him saying in the end of chapter xiv, 
"If there be any iniquity in me." His sin had 
been unjudged, he had been brought back un. 
righteously, his conscience was hardened, and 
the consequence was, the moral character of the 
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throne of David was destroyed; and where the 
moral character is destroyed the throne is 
upset, it provokes a revolt, as chapter xv 
tells us. 

Now God cannot make light of sin, though 
He ha� only love in His heart for the sinner. 
You have outraged God's character and God's 
throne, but you have not changed one whit the 
heart that _fills that throne; and though you 
may be a sinner of the deepest dye, yet you 
are an object of the love of God; His love bas 
not been destroyed by your sin. And so we 
see in David, his heart yearns after the run
away. 

Did you notice that it is recorded three 
times "Absalom fled l'' Why did be fly 1 Be
cause his conscience, then fully alive to his guilt, 
told him that, though his father might be king, 
yet he himself was a murderer, and that there 
was nothing, in righteousness, for a murderer 
but death. So he fled, for sin makes cowards 
of us all, and when a man has sin upon his con
science, he feels he cannot face God. It is a 
solemn thing, my friend, to have to face God 
in your sins. Have to do with God you must; 
you cannot evade it ; and you have sinned. 
I do not care how much or how little, you 
have sinned. It may not be like Absalom's, 
but what is sin 1 Sin is man following the 
desire of his own heart; and have not you done 
that 1 You know yol'l have. 
Here, the desire of his own heart makes A bsalom 

a murderer, and he flies from the presence of 
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the king. And have not you got away, have not 
you fled from God 1 · Does not your conscience 
still keep you at a distance from Him 1 But ob, 
do not you desire to get back to God 1 May 
His word bring you back just now. Why is 
the gospel preached 1 Because the world is 
away from God. If you were not away from 
God why need the gos.pel be preached to you 1 
The gospel tells you that you are away from 
God, but that His love wants to bring you 
back. God wants to have you.

"Christ also ha3 once suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjust, to bring us to God.,, Not 
to bring us to Rea ven, nor to bring us to peace, 
but to bring us to God; and no _soul is brought 
to God till it is brought to trust the blood of 
Christ. How the grace comes all from God's 
side, too ! Have you been seeking to know 
God 1 God bas been beforehand with you. He 
has been seeking you. He gave His own Son 
for me long before I ·ever had a thought about 
Him; and now the Cross tells me God wan ts 
to save me ; and the Cross tells me God can 
righteously save me. Are you unconverted, 
with a weight of sins upon your conscience 1 
God wants to bring you back to' Himself. The 
soul of David longed after Absalom; three 
years bad Absalom been away! and bow long 
have you been away 1 Twenty years 1 Thirty 
years 1 Threescore years 1 Well, I do not 
know your age, but this I know, that if unsaved, 
you have never been near Him yet. You 
have spent your life at a distance from God, but 
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God wants to have you brought back ; God wants 
to have the link of relationship formed between 
Him and you. 

Cast your eye back for a moment over 
life's pathway, and tell me what relation
ship has there ever been yet between your soul 
and God 1 Has Christ been uppermost 1 Has 
He had a place in your thoughts 1 Has He had 
a place in your plans 1 Has He been your 
object 1 The soul that is unconverted and 
honest says, " No, God has had no place in 
my thoughts hitherto; my plans have. all been 
formed ·without Him; Christ has not been my 
object." But you rnust meet God. Why not 
meet Him now in grace, when in the love of 
His Heart He \vants to ·save you 1 Can you 
meet Him in judgment 1 In your sins 1 Oh! 
when is so good a time to meet Him as this 
very moment 1 

The reason man does not accept God's offer 
of mercy is because he does not care for it. Why 
did not the men in the Gospels accept the invi
tation to the feast 1 Because they were like 
you, who remain unsaved; they did. not care 
for it, they had no heart to come, and you have 
not cared to be saved. If the heart had been 
right, the man with the yoke of oxen would 
have said, '' The oxen .are very fine, but I can 
wait until to morrow to prove them," and the 
1nan with the piece qf ground would have said, 
"I can :wait till tomorrow to ·go and see that;'' 
and the man who bad married a wife would 
have said, "I am going to a feast, my dear, 
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and you had better come with me," i. e., he 
would have gone himself and taken her with 
him. But they had no heart to go, and you 
have no hea.rt for Christ's invitation; but 
though your heart is all wrong, God's heart is 
towards you. 

David's heart ,vas towards the prodi
gal, but he said, '' If this heart. bring him 
back, this hand holds a sword that must be 
planted in his bosom as soon as he returns." 
Then Joab comes in through the wise woman 
of Tekoab, as you read, and the end of it is 
that David gives way and brings- him back 
without judging his sin. But does God bring 
back His prodigals without ji.1dging their sin 1 
No, no. He has judged it in the Cross 0£ 
Christ. 

Until the Cross where Christ suffered and 
bare sin, there was a barrier between man 
and God. Until the Cross of Christ God 
is behind the veil ; God dwel� between the 
cber.ubim, ( symbol of His righteousness) ; and 
there was a thick veil between man and God. 
The High Priest drew near once a year ; went 
inside that veil, alone, with blood of others; 
but be came out again, and the veil remained: 
But when Jesus dies; when man had nailed 
Him to the tree ; when man had done his 
worst--for it was man's ha.nd that drove in 
those nails, it was man's hand that planted the 
crown of thorns upon that peerless brow, it was 
man's hand that plunged the spear into that 
blessed side-then, I say, when man had done 
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his very worst against God, God seizes that 
very moment, in His matchless, His exquisite, 
His infinite grace, to do His very best for man. 
Christ, in that hour of darkness, when God's 
righteous wrath and man's unrighteous wrath 
alike fell on His blessed bead, does a ·work that 
enables God to come out in righteousness and 
in love to man, and save the vil-est. 

When Jesus died, not only the rocks were 
rent, but he who entered the temple next 
found the veil rent from the top to the bottom. 
Why from the top to the bottom 1 Because it 
was God's hand that had done it. If man had 
rent that veil it would only have been to bring 
swift destruction on himself; and if man goes 
into God's presence now ·without Christ's blood, 
what must it be but sure destruction to him ? 
But God Himself breaks down the barrier; 
that Cross where the Holy One died for the 
sinner, opened the way into God's very pre
sence. '' I a� the way," says Obrist, and if 
you seek another way you are on the wrong 
way. 

David's love, as we have seen, out.strips his 
righteousness, but when God brings back the 
sinner He brings him back in righteousness. 
The Cross of Christ tells me this, that God's 
grace reigns now, in the place where death 
reigned before, and it reigns through righteous ... 
ness, not at the expense of righteousness. 
Instead of death falling on the guilty soul, 
death falls on Jesus-the death of the Cross, 
:leath in the dark shades of Golgotha-.. and 
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that death opens the way into God's presence 
for you and me. 

If I were not brought to God in righ teotis.; 
ness, I should be afraid some day He would rake 
up the question of my sins; but when_I know 
my sins have all been taken up by my substi
tute, Jesus, and that· He has borne every one 
of them, not as I know them, but as God knows 
them, then I know that I escape the penalty 
due to them, through sovereign love indeed, 
but love that is based on righteousness. 

Do you believe this story of the Cross 1 
Then do you not see in it bow God loves you 1 
Yes, He wants you. He tells me first of all 
that He has gauged my guilt, and that Christ 
took the full weight of that guilt on Him when 
He died ; and " mercy and truth meet together ; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other." 

The wise woman of Tekoah said, " We must 
needs die,'' i.e., the moral of her story is, Make 
haste ; and th� moral of my story to you is 
malce haste, for you ·may soon die, you know 
not ·how soon, and yon must meet God. "Yet,'? 
she says, "doth he (God) devise means that 
his banished he not expelled from him.'' I 
have told you God's means. I know they find 
n9 acceptance in the eyes of man. " We preach 
Uhrist crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling 
block and unto the Greeks foolishness," but 
the Cross of Obrist is God's only way of salva
tion. Christ maintains the character of the 
'l'hrone of God· in righteousness, while He 
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manifests the character of the heart of God in 
its deep, deep love. Can you, my friend, agree 
with a lunatic who once thus exquisitely ex .. 
pressed it 1

"Could I with ink the ocean fill, 
Were every blade of grass a quill, 

Were the 'Yhole Heaven of parchment made, 
And every man a scribe by trade, 

To write the love of God above 
Would drain the ocean dry : 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 
Though stretched from sky to sky." 

Blessed man! ·whatever else he did not know, 
he knew the love of God which " passeth 
knowledge." 

N O"\V there comes the contrast between the 
narrative and the gospel, between the King�s 
message and God's message. The King's 
character breaks down; love reigns at the ex
pense of righteousness; God's love reigns 
through righteousness. The King's message is 
"Go, bring the young man back," but "let 
him not see my face.'' What is God's message 
to you 1 "Bring him, bring her to l,{e." 
" Christ suffered to bring 'its TO God." Luke 
xv, says that while the returning prodigal was 
" yet a great way off, the father saw him and 
ran and fell on his neck and kissed him." 

After two years Absalom gets the kiss. but how 
long has the sinner now to wait for the Father's
kiss 1 Two years 1 No ! Not two seconds I 

176 



TIIE WANDERER'S RETURN. 

What do you find when you come to God 1 
That He has open arms for you ! I think that 
prodigal must have stood, still in downright, 
sheer amazen1ent when he saw his father run; 
and be kissed his unwashen cheek; kissed him 
in his rags ; fell on his neck and kissed him I 
What wondrous grace I God's own heart pro. 
poses the plan for our salvation. God gives 
up .His Son to die ; God's hand raises Him from 
the dead. God sends do,vn the Holy Ghost, 
and God now Himself sends out the message, 
inviting the sinner to come near. It is all 
wondrous grace and love. In David's heart 
there is love, but not light. In God there is 
both. He has shown me up in my true cha
racter. He has to make no discoveries of me 
by-and-by. He has discovered my true 
state, and loves comes in and meets that state. 
Light shows me my sin, love puts that si n 
away. 

Oh ! will you not turn to this One ; the One 
in whom both love and righteousness are com .. 
bined 1 Will you not receive Christ at once 1 
With Him everything is yours. May you re .. 
ceive His grace, and taste 'the joy of it, and be 
a witness an'd confessor of how good is God, 
how perfect His way, and may you walk ac. 
cordingly till the day when He shall take you 
up to Himself. But o4 ! my unsaved friend, do 
not you miss the day of His grace, the day of 
His love now, and be left to face the day of 
B.is terrible judgment. 

W. T. P. W. 
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FOUR THINGS WORTH REMEMBERING. 

'' There be Jou,· things whi'ch are little 'ttpon the earth, 
b'ut they are exceedi'ng wise: The Ants are a people not 
strong, yet they prepare thei'r meat i'n the summm· ; the 
Conies are but a .feeble folk, yet make they thei'r houses 
in the rocks ; the Locusts have no king, yet go they 

forth all of them in bands ; the Spi'der taketh hold wz'th 
her hands, and is ·i'n ldngs' palaces."-Prov. xxx. 24-28.

Scoffer! Which art thou living for-time 
O?" eternity? 

For time, of course, what is eternity to me 1 
Judgment, hell, anq. the lake of fire may do all 
very well for religious enthusiasts and canting 
hypocrites, but I don't believe in that kind 0£ 
thing, and as to the future, I'll leave that to 
dreamers like yourseJf, and take my chance 
the same as other people. 

Thou fool ! Thou hast not even the wisdom 
of the ant, which, little though it be, practically 
acknowledges its_ own weakness, and views the
future in the light of the present moment. 
Hence, believing that the winter would be too

late, she has the good sense " to prepare her 
meat in the summer," and (if thou hast only 
ears to hear) would teach thee the infonite 
vavue of the little word "now." Wilt thou be 
put to shame by an insect ?

Worldling I Which art thou living for
time or eternity 1 

What have I to do with your questions 1 
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FOUR THINGS WORTH RE1tIEMBERING. 

Don't bother me! Religion I hate, God I 
despise ! The world was made for man's com
fort and enjoyment, and if you moralists don't 
think so, I can't help that ! At least, I intend 
to have my fling of it, so you can go your way, 
and I'll go mine, and I dare say- I shall be as 
much saved as you after all. 

Thou fool! Thou forgettest that tp.ou hast a 
soul to be saved, and that one day thou shalt 
meet Him face to face " who is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell." Alas! thou 
hast not even the wisdom of the coney, which, 
knowing its own feebleness, and the infinite 
value of · a place of safety, sees the coming 
da:qger, and '' builds her house in the rock.'' 
Safely sheltered there, and thoroughly secure 
from every foe, she would fain teach thee a 
lesson for eternity. Thou art only building for 
time-thy life is but a vapour after all, whjch 
" appeareth for a little time and then vanisheth 
away." Thy building may be very fair and 
outwardly beautiful, but it is built upon the sand. 
Sooner or later it must come down, and great 
shall be thy fall ; ahd amidst those floods of 
coming judgment, which ere long shall carry 
thee away, a still small voice will be heard 
above the terrible desolation of that awful 
moment, "You would not come unto me that 
you might have life." (John v. 40.) 

Sinner ! Which art thou living for-time
or eternity? 

Well, if you must have an answer, my motto 
is, "Every man for himself, an� God for us all.' 
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FOUR THJNGS WORTH REMEMBERING 

But I don't see thnt I am any worse than other 
people who are for ever talking about religion l
You Christians seem to me to make a great deal 
of unnecessary fuss about sin-in fact you talk 
of nothing else! 

Thou fool! Alas ! it is but too true that thou 
art living for thyself. God is nothing to thee, 
for He "is not in all thy thoughts "-and as to 
sin, thou lovest it far too well to give it up! 

Thou fool ! Thou hast not even the wisdom 
of the locusts, which, though, having no King, 
yet kno,v the infinite value of union, and " go 
forth all of them by bands.'' Thou art indeed 
united, but 'tis only to thy lusts and pleasures, 
and the only authority thou ownest is that of 
thine own self-will. But what is the portion pf 
the very feeblest believer in Jesus? United 
by the Holy Ghost to a risen Obrist at God's 
right hand, and through sovereign grace made 
" a 'member of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones," his sins are all forgiven, his iniquities 
blotted out through the blood of· the Lamb; 
and, in company with each fellow-believer, he 
goes forth (in the absence of the earth.rejected 
King) as part of that glorious ransomed host 
,vhich shall in "a little while" meet the Lord 
from heaven, and see the "King in his beauty." 
That day, which to all such will be but the 
beginning of eternal glory, shall find thee still 
in thy sins, with judgment swift and terrible as 
thy sure and inevitable portion ! 

Prof esso1· ! Which art thou living for

time or ete1·ni ty ?
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FOUR THINGS WORTH REMEMBERING. 

I scarcely know, for both I ex1Ject, for I 
don't see why a man should not make the best 
of both worlds; Still I a1n a firm believer in 
religion, and think a certain amount is neces. 
sary in going through the world, and so I make 
it my business to be as regular an attendant at 
church as most people. What more do you 
want 1

Thou fool ! nay more, thou hypocrite! for, 
lacking the wisdom of the spider, thou art only 
clinging to a hollo1v and barefaced profession, 
while she." layeth hold with her hands." Thou 
dost indeed " outwardly appear righteous unto 
men, but within art full of hypocrisy and ini
quity." And" what is thy hope, though thou 
hast gained, when God taketh away thy soul 1'' 
"Can.the rush grow up without mire 1 can the 
flag grow without water 1 Whilst it is yet jn 
its greenness, and not cut down, it "itbereth 
before any other herb. So are the paths of 
all that forget God, and the hypocrite's ho1)e 
shall perish.'' 

Despise not then the les�on which the little 
spider would teach thee-" she layeth hold 
with her hands, and is in king's palaces.'' This 
is just like faith! Faith knows the infinite 
value of clinging sirrnply to Jesus. .Faith lays 
hold of Christ, and has eternal life. � Faith 
looks from the en1µty tomb of Jesus, up to the 
throne on which He sits, and knows its eternal 
portion is " in The ICing's palace." But alas !
when the feeblest believer in Christ Jesus has 
thus by faith "laid hold on eternal life," a.nd 
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.FOUR THINGS WORTH REMEMBERING. 

is safely housed in those "many mansions,'' 
where sin and death can never enter, thou, 
professor, wilt find thyself outside, and that, 
without Christ, hopeless, helpless, and not only 
eternally lost, but in the awful depths of a 
never .ending hell ! 

Fellow-believer ! poor, weak, and worthless 
as thou truly art in thyself, yet how strong art 
thou in Jesus ! Thou hast surely learnt, though 
perhaps but· in a feeble measure, the infonite 
value of the present moment, which the scoffer 
despises; the infinite value of a place of safety, 
which the worldling laughs at; · the infirnite 
value of·union with Ghrist, and all that are 
His, which the sinner makes nothing of; and 
the infonite value of clinging only to Jesus and 
His finished work, which to the professor is 
merely a dream of the imagination. But let 
me ask thee, which art thou living for-time 
or eternity ? Thine own heart must give the 
answer; as in the rays of that heavenly glory 
which shine forth in the face of that living 
Saviour, Christ the Lord! But if all 
around thee be so unreal, and others are living 
only for time, let it be thy sweet and holy 
privilege to bask so fully in the sunshine of His 
love " who died for thee and rose again," that 
He may truly be the one and only object of 
thine heart, and let thy sole desire from hence
£ orth be-" to me to live is ·christ ! " 

But I have a message for thee, oh Scoffer !
It is not yet too late for thee to be ·saved. 
Though hitherto thou hast despised the Christ· 
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FOUR THINGS WORTH REMEMBERING. 

of God� He still lingers over thee in deepest 
grace, and is even now offering thee eter:µal 
life. Delay then no lqnger-for to-morrow 
may be too late. Despise not the riches of 
His goodness and forbearance and long-suffer
ing, but may the goodness of God lead thee 
even now to repentance. 

Worldling ! Thou canst not have the world 
and Jesus too! But God's word declares that 
His love to thee is so great tl?-at "he · gave his 
only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." Wilt thou not flee then at once to those 
arms 0£ redeeming love� and learn the heart of 
God in that precious, life-giving stream which 
flowed from the open side of Jesus 1 

Sinner! Thou art still without Christ, and 
He says " If ye believe not that I am he, ye 
shall die in your sins." God now bids thee 
look to Jesus and be saved. Thou hast nothing 
to do, but to believe the record of His own 
word " Through this man is preached unto you 
the forgiveness of sins, and by him all that be
lieve are justified from all things." Which 
wilt thou choose-thy sins or Christ 1 

Professor I My parting word is for thee! 
There will be no secrets at the great white 
throne !· All will be real then-'' for God shall 
bring every work into judgment, with every 
secret thin� whether it be good or whether it 
be evil." .l:)e honest then now! Cast away thy 
garment of false profession, and come, just as 
thou art, to Jesus. He is thy truest friena. ! 
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WEAK BUT WISE. 

He will save thee this very moment! Only 
trust Him ! It is Jesus, the Son of God, ,\·no

bids thee con1e, and His o,vn ·words are " Him 
that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast 
out.'' S. T. 

WE.AK BUT WISE. 

'' There be four things which are little upon earth, but theY 
are exceedi�g wise (margin, '' made wise''). Proverbs, xxx, 24·

I. 

The Ants which we tread 'neath our feet are 
but small, 

Yet they store up their food ere the winter's 
wants call; 

Oh soul! in thy sunshine, seek Christ and take 
heed, 

To win Heaven's bread in the hour of thy need ; 
That meat is as free as the manna of yore, 
Only talce what he offers, and hunger no 1nore. 

II. 

The Conies are ,veak folk, and yet they arc 
. 

WISe, 

The rock.shelter'd strongholds are what they 
most prize. 

Oh soul ! from their wisdom a deep lesson learn, 
�l.10 The Great Rock of Age.3, as stl'te refuge·turn; 
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WEAK BUT WISE. 

To the shade of its cleft in temptation's blasts 
fly, 

Thy Gon calls in love,-Sinner, " Why wilt 
thou die l'' 

III. 

The Locusts are frail things-no king to 
command, 

Yet they go forth in strength-they unite in 
one band ; � 

Oh soul ! while· th:p Heacl is still absent, be firm, 
In the ranks of tliuse servants who watch His 

return; 
Don ·helm, sword, and breastplate, and stand at 

thy post, 
Ever ready to go ,vith the Lord's ,vaiting host. 

IV. 

The Spider lays ·hold with her web's little ,voof, 
In the paJuce of Kings, and abides in the roof; 
Oh soul! thou art feeble, yet seek to ensure, 
.A home in those mansions which aye shall 

endure; 
To the blood-sprinkled beams of the Cross of 

thy King, 
Let the tendrils of faith in sweet confidence 

cling! 

--------------------'---

• Marginal reading" gathered together."
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THE WORD OF GOD. 

v. 

There be four things most weakly, yet fore .. 
thought's bestow' d, 

By the.ONE from whose wisdom their fragile 
life flow' d ; 

Oh soul! in man's nostrils GOD placed His 
own breath, 

W ould'st thou lose that great gift in the lake 
of sin's death 1 

Oh soul! thou wast born of eternity's seed, 
Would'st thou give endless life to the arch .. 

serpent's greed 1 
K. B. K. 

THE WORD OF GOD. 

Two Christian friends were speaking of their 
Saviour, of ;His love, of the peace which passeth 
all understanding, and of the comfort given by 
His Word, in the presence of an unconverted 
person; one whom the world looks upon as an
upright, intelligent man. 

• 

Presently one of them left the room, and he 
remarked to the other, " I cannot 1mderstand 
you, you talk of the Bible as if it were true, 
and call it the Word of God; now, I have read 
it again and again, but it only seems a mass of 
contradictions to me." 

" I can quite believe that," was the reply, 
"but do you know what you are doing in 
making that statement 1''
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SYCH.AR'S WELL. 

" I was speaking the truth." 
'' You were doing more than that, you were 

proving the truth of the Bible itself, which 
says, ' The natural man receiveth not ·th<! 
things of the Spirit of God, FOR THEY AR E 
FOOLISHNESS UNTO HIM; ' and you have 
yet to learn the truth of those solemn words, 
'Ye must be BORN AGAIN' before you ·can 
expect to. understand the Word of God.'' 

T. T. 0. 

SYOHAR'S WELL ; 
OR, 

THE- .CAPTIVE SET FREE. 

WHEN the.Lord Jesus commenced His public 
ministry in this world, He went into the syna
gogue of Nazareth where He had ·been brought 
up, and read out of the book of the prophet 
Isaiah these words, "The spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because He hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor: he hath sent me 
to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliver. 
ance to the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty then1 that are bruised, 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
And he closed the book.'' Luke iv. 18, 19. 
_ A short time after this, He was going from 

Judea in to Galilee, and His road led through 
Samaria. And He knew that a little off the 
way, in a certain city called Sychar, there was 
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SYCHAR'S WELL; OR 

a poor wo111an, a captive of Satan, whom he by 
his wiles had caught, and bound, and she was 
groaning beneath his heavy chains. 

The Lord also knew that she would come to 
Jacob's well at a certain hour to draw water, not 
the time· that women usually did this. They 
mostly did it in the cool of the morning or the 
evening : but she came in the middle of the 
day, in the beat of the sun, when others were 
keeping themselves in the shade. This was 
because she was feeling her unhappy position, 
and did not wish that her neighbours even 
should hear her groans or see her tears; there .. 
fore she would perform this laborious task at 
this unpleasant hour, rather than be even in 
their presence. 

The Lord Jesus knew all this. He had heard 
her sighs and seen her grief, and He knew also 
that the great object for which He came into 
the world was "to bind up the broken-hearted," 
and to set such poor captives free� Therefore 
being weary with _His journey He sat on the 
well; ·and it was so ordered that His disciples 
were gone into the city to buy meat so that He 
might speak to her alone. 

It was not long before she made her appear
ance with her water-pot on her shoulder. 
I can almost think I see her as she came, with 
a weary heavy step, her eyes looking on the 
ground, and feeling afraid to come near, be
cause some one was there. But the Lord 
Jesus soon made her feel at home in His pre
sence, by asking of her a drink of water. He 
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knew that. the surest way to gain her confidence, 
and remove her fears, was to ask of her a favour. 

How beautiful and lovely was this 1 It was 
just like Himself. And could there be a more 
lovely �ight than this ever witnessed, either in 
heaven or on earth? The Lord of glory making 
Himself a debtor to a poor woman for a drink 
of water, so that He might tell out to her, words 
of eternal life. 

In the beginning He spoke this world into 
existence (John i. 3), and �t that very time He 
was upholding all things by the word of His 
power (Heb. i. 3), yet seeking in the tenderest 
way possible to bring this poor wanderer back 
to God. 

But she does not enter into what Re is doing. 
Therefore she is surprised at His asking drink 
of her, for as yet she can only see Him to be 
a Jew, though such an one as she had 
never seen before, so kind and so gentle, and 
she wonders at His lowliness, and asks Him 
how it is He can so act, she being a woman of 
'Samaria, a people the Jews so despised. 

Then the Lord Jesus said to her, "If thou 
kne-west the gift of God, and who it is that saith 
to thee give me to drink, thou wouldest hav� 
!tsked of him,and he would have given tbee living 
water." The Lord kne-w that beneath that care
worn brow, there was a soul, longing for deliver
ance and blessing, and that if she only kn e-w 
where it was to be obtained, she would apply for 
it at once. Therefore He said, " If thou knewest 
the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, 
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SYCHAR'S WELL; OR 

give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of 
him." 

But as yet she does not, and therefore canno� 
see beyond the water of the well, and thinks it 
is impossible for Him to get at it. And she said, 
"Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and t4e 
well is deep, from whence then bast thou that 
living water 1" and she asked Him if He was 
greater than their father Jacob, who gave them 
the well, and drank thereof himself, and his 
children, and bis cattle. 

Then the Lord Jesus said to her, " Whqsoever 
drinketh of this water shall thirst again. But 
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
shall give him shall never thirst; b�t the water 
that I shall give him ·shall be in him a well of 
water, springing up into everlasting life." 

This is true to-day; and ho,v blessed is the 
portion of those who drink of this life-giving 
stream, because all the wells of earth will 
soon be dried up, and· gone for ever, and not 
only so, but they who drink of them are contin
ually thirsting again. They leave an aching 
void. 1;3ut those who drink of the water which 
Christ giveth, will nev�r thirst. It satisfies the 
soul now, and it will do so for evermore. John 
vi. 35.

This is what that poor woman of Samaria was
longing for ; though as yet she does not know 
what He means. But little by little the light 
breaks in upon her soul, and she does not doubt 
His word, but believes what He tells her, 
though she does not understand, and in her 
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THE CAPTIVE SET FREE. 

simplicity, she asked Him to give her this water 
that she might never thirst, neither come thither 
to draw. 

Thus the 1;:iord J e<:;us led her on, quietly, and 
patiently, step by step, to the knowledge of 
Himself. But He knew there was a very great 
barrier standing in the way of blessing, and it
must be re.moved. It was a very tender point, 
but it must be touched, in order that it might 
be put away. She was in· a wrong p@ition; 
and God cannot have fellowship with iniquity, 
and though she was a ware of this, yet the chains 
by which she was bound were too strong for 
her, so that she could not deliver herself. 
There£ ore the Lord Jesus said, " Go, call thy 
husband, and come hither." 

Then the whole truth came out, and she finds 
herself in the presence of One who knows her 
�horoughly, and is able to lay open her whole 
life before her. She then gets a little uneasy, 
for she se�s that He cannot be any ordinary 
person that she is speaking wtth, and thinks He 
must be a prophet, and she begins to ask Him 
about worship. 

This is no uncommon thing to-day. Souls 
burdened with sin, and not seeing the way of 
escape, often think they will get deliverance 
and blessing through worship : hence they be: 
come very zealous, and try this, and try that, 
they go here and go there, but it is all no good, 
they do not get wnat they want ; still they go 
on, labouring and toiling till they come to the 
end.· of themselves, by seeing that they can do 
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SYCHAR'S WELL; OR 

nothing, but are lost and undone, and then 
they find their all present and eternal in Christ, 
by believing in His name. John xx. 31. 

And no doubt she had been trying again, 
and again, as far as she could, but it was all to 
no purpose, 8 s the Lord shewed her by telling 
her that '' God is a spirit, and they that wor .. 
ship him, must worship him in spirit and in 
truth." 

No one can do this ,vhile they are in their 
sins, and therefore unsaved. What they need 
is the Spirit of God dwelling in them, which all 
who believe receive. But while they are away 
from Christ, and sin unforgiven, they cannot 
worship God. 

She seems to have understood a little of this; 
and owned that there was something she wanted, 
which was quite out of her reach. She could 
not tell what it was, but her hope ,vas in One 
that was coming, and she said, " I know that 
Messias cometh, which is called Christ; when 
he is come, he will tell us all things." 

She did not say, We know, in a vague care. 
less way. To her it w;as a real, personal thing, 
and therefore she said, '' I KN0"\1V THAT MESSI.A.S 
COMETH.'' There ·was One coming in whom her 
hopes '¥ere centred, and when He was come, 
all would be well, for He would make every
thing clear and plain, and thereby meet every 
desire she had. 

Upon her saying this, the Lord Jesus said to 
her, " I that spealc unto thee am he." 

This was enough! She had ·no other question 
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to ask, but she believed His word, n.nd her soul 
·was saved in a moment. The One ·was before
ber for whom she had been looking; �nd her
chains were snapped in an instant. The bands
of sin were broken, and the poor captive was
set free. Olean delivered out of the hands of
Satan for ever. This was what she wanted,
she drank of that living water, and her thirst
was quenched, her soul was satisfied, and she
passed from death unto life by simply believ
incr ; according to the Lord's own word,
" Verily, verily, I say unto you he that believeth
on me hath everlasting life.'' John vi. 47.

And having got deliverance herself, she 
longed that others might have it also, and she 
ran into the city and said to the 1nen, " Come 
see a man which told me all things that ever I 
did : is not. this the Christ r' Then they went 
out of the city, and came unto Him. 

This is how it always is, more or less, with 
every new-born soul. Having-received blessing 
then1selves, their one desire is that others might 
have it also. This is how it was with her. She 
,vas a new creature in Christ Jesus, and so 
great was her joy that she lost sight of every. 
thing beside. She forgot her water-pot, and 
her past circumstances too ; bad as they had 
been. 'The past was over and gone, and every
thing ,vas ne,v to her, and the ·whole desire of 
her soul was that her neighbours might kno,v 
this same precious Saviour, and enjoy the same 
deliverance with herself. And she had what 
�he wanted, for in the ·warmth of her love sha 
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told it out, and her words were with power 
In the meantime His disciples prayed Him 

saying, "Master, eat 1" But He said unto 
them, '' I have meat to eat, that ye know- not 
of." He had the delight of knowing that this 
poor woman was saved, not only from the wrath 
to come, but also from a life of sin down here. 
T:bis gave Him a joy which nothing else could
give. 

He had held out to her that living water, 
and she had drunk, and her soul was satisfied. 
This was more to Him than all besides. His 
meat and His drink was thus to do the will of 
Him that sent Him, and to finish His work. 
This He had been doing by opening the prison 
to this poor bound one, and binding up her 
broken heart. This gave real refreshment and 
joy to His own soul, it was more· than His 
necessary food. The disciples saw this, and said 
one to another, "Hath any man brought him 
ought to eat." They could· not enter into what 
He was doing. Though He was surrounded by 
them, yet in His labours for God, He was quite 
alone, as no one understood Him. But with 
joy and delight, He could point them to what 
was .going on, and add, '' Say not ye there are 
yet four months, and then cometh harvest 1 
behold I say unto you, �ift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields; for they are white already 
to harvest: and he that reapeth receiveth wages, 
and gathereth fruit unto life eternal, that both 
he that sowe-th, and he that reapeth may rejoice 
together." And this poor woman was gone to 

194· 



THE CAPTIVE SET FREll. 

try and gather some sheaves, and she went in 
the constraining power of love. And therefore 
she truly succeeded. 

And not only so, but the Lord Jesus saw in 
her a sample of that glorious harvest which is 
coming; when he that reapeth will receive his 
wages, and the sower and the reaper will indeed 
rejoice together for evermore. That is the day of 
ingathering when the Lord Jesus will come into 
the clouds, to call His loved ones up to meet 
Him in the air, to spend an eternity with Him .. 
self, in the unsullied light of His Father's pre
sence-washed from their sins in His own blood . 

.And this poor woman of Samaria will be 
there, one of the happiest of that happy throng. 
She will not only have the joy of her own 
blessed portion in Christ, but she will also have 
the unspeakable delight of knowing that she 
had been the means of bringing others to Him ; 
and there they will be as her joy and crown of 
rejoicing, in the presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at His coming. 1 Thess. ii. 19, 20. 

And how it must have added to her happi
ness at the time too, in seeing others saved, and 
made partakers of the same joy and blessing 
with herself. For we read that the "Samari. 
tans went unto him, and besought him to tarry 
with them. And· he abode there two days, and 
many more believed because of his own word: 
and said to the woman, Now we believe, not 
because of thy saying : for we have heard him 
ourselves, and lcnow that this is indeed the

Christ, the Saviou,r of the world.'f 
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How very simple and beautiful ·was the faith 
given to these poor Samaritans, though the 
Lord Jesus did no miracle before the1n : neither 
""as there anything outwardly that they could 
see: only the testimony of this delivered soul. 
They sa,v she was a new creature : and this 
gave po,ver to her words; and like her they 
saw in Ri1n the One that ·was to come, the One 
who was led as a Lamb to slaughter, the Saviour 
of the world. 

And when the Lord Jesus bad passed through 
death and resurrection, then Philip went down 
to Samaria, and preached Christ glorifi e<l, and 
the blessing was very abundant (Acts vii.), 
thus carrying on the work which the Lord Jesus 
began when he was do·wn here. 

And what a glorious company from Samaria 
will awake and leave their graves to meet Him 
in the air when that happy morning comes ; 
the morning of the glorious resurrection, when 
all who receive Him now, during His absence, 
will be with Him, and like Him for ever. 
These vile bodies He will change, and fashion 
them like unto His glorious body. Thus ·we 
shall �pend an eternity with Him, " who loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and bis Father : to him be glory and domi
nion for ever and ever, Amen." 

H. T. 
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MINNIE GRAY'S cup of earthly happiness was 
filled to the brim, when first the Lord spoke 
to her soul. Possessed of much that the wor Id
values highly, it smiled its sunniest smiles upon 
her, and she knew not that its favour was de
ceitful, and its smiles bestowed rather upon 
what she possessed than upon what she herEelf 
was. It all looked bright and fair to her, and 
she knew of nothing beyond to eclipse its 
brightness. 

Minni� had been left an orphan at too early 
an age to know ho,v �reat had been her loss ; 
and the aged relative under whose care she had 
grown up, had but one object in life, the hap
piness of her charge; and this she thought to 
secure by giving her her own way in every 
thing. 

It was early in the summ�r of 186- that, 
accompanied 1;:>y several young friends, Minnie 
went one evening to a quiet looking building, 
half chapel, half meeting.room in s};iape. 'rhe 
whole paity '\-V9nt at Minnie's suggestion, out 
of curiosity, wondering what could attract so 
many people to spend a bright summer's 
evening in, what seemed to them, so gloomy a 
way. 

'' We will just go in for. a quarter of an hour 
and find out what the magnet is," said Minnie, 
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"we can sit close to the door and easily slip 
quietly out again ; " and, as usual, what 
Minnie Gray proposed was seconded by her 
friends, and they entered. 

Her plan, however, of sitting close to the 
door and slipping quietly out, was defeated ; 
the building was already well filled, and 
though the strangers were shown seats, yet they 
were necessarily separated, and Minnie found 
herself away from all her friends, and directly 
in front of the preacher's desk. 

For a moment she was disposed to be amused 
at the novel .circumstances into which she had 
drawn her companions,' as she pictured to her
self their dismay at being compelled to spend 
an entire evening in this manner. But soon 
her whole attention was fixed. First the 
manner, the deep toned earnestness, then the 
words of the preacher arrested her, and as he 
reasoned of " righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come," Minnie, like one of old, 
trembled. She had heard of prayers and alms ; 
she had never heard of rigbteousness and judg .. 
ment · after this fashion. The eye of the 
preacher seemed fix:ed on her, and she sat spell
bound. Everything else was for the moment 
forgotten,. save the thought that this was truth, 
and how could she escape this terrible judg
ment, so near, so imminent. The fact forced 
itself on her soul that there was a hereafter, 
about which she bad nev:er yet thought, a God 
whose claims she had never yet recognised. 

She knew no·�hing beyond earth a.,:p.q its 
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delights, and suddenly eternity was unfolded 
before.her soul's gaze. 

The preacher warned the young, the gay, the 
careless, and such she felt she was. The terrors 
of the Lord made her afraid and long to flee 
from them. She almost asked aloud, '' Preacher, 
is there no escape from this fearful judgment, 
this awful hell 1 "· But even as the 'thought 
filled her mind, the preacher turned from God's 
strange work of judgment; to speak of the love 
of His heart; of the way of escape He himself 
has devised and provided, through the blood of 
His own Son-of Christ the open door, the way 
in, for the vilest, to the Father's House, the 
only way in for any who would enter there,
the only way to escape from the wrath to come. 
The preacher grew m·ore and more enamoured of 
his subject,-1.t seemed beyond measure sweet to 
him to speak of the attractiveness of Christ; to 
dwell on His altogether loveliness, to hold 
Him up that other eyes and other hearts might 
gaze on Him too, and be attracted to worship 
and to follow Him. 

But Minnie saw, no beauty in Hi� that
she should desire Him. The 11th of Matthew 
had been the speaker's theme, and he closed 
with the touching invitation from the lips 
of the Saviour Himself, " Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give .you rest.'" But Minnie felt no 
weariness, no need of rest ; the wor Id had been 
only a fair bright scene to her, yet the words 
rang in her ears, as words she had heard before 
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and· would hear again, though they bad no 
sweet sound for her.* 

She wanted to be sheltered from judgment, 
but she did not want Christ. To her Heaven 
seemed a dreary place to which she only cared 
to go in order to escape the horrors of hell, 
when at some ti1ne, she must die and leave the 
wor Id, and that time, she hoped was far distant. 
To be a Christian after the preacher's fashion 
seemed to her such a gloomy thing; was therQ 
no resource, no middle ground between this 
and the fearful eternity he had pictured, and 
which something told her was a true picture ? 

Satan whispered to her that there was '' Time 
enough ; that the preacher was an enthusiast ; 
and, that there was no need to be in such a 
hurry, or to be distressed and anxious.'' She 
welcomed the suggestion, and, her conscience 
being lulled for a moment, she turned with 
quick eager glance to scan the faces around 
her, to see if she saw in them the reflex of her 
own· terrors, or the preacher's anxiety. In one 
or two of all the number could she discover 
any traces of either. By their books, by their 
very air she fancied that· most were, as she 
expressed it " regular attendants there ; '' but 
though some were attentive, others showed 
signs of weariness ; some were restless, some 
pulled out their watches and seemed impatient; 
little knowing they were watched by a soul 

* Long after, she was told they had been her dying
mother's last words, when she as a little child had been 
taken to her bedside to kiss her for the last time. -
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who was measuring the truth of God by their 
actions. 

'' Oh," she thought, "my case is not so 
desperate, it is clear others do not think all he 
is saying is true, or they ,vould be as earnest 
as he; he is evidently an enthusiast, led away 
by the subject, there is time enough, I need 
not decide yet, I will t4ink about it. If they 
all seemed as concerned, I should feel as 
though it were now or never." 

Still the words " Come unto me,'' "Depart 
from me," rang in her ears, and made her bright 
face unusually clouded, as she left the building, 
and her friends rallied her on her silence, till 
one more observant than the rest said_ " Surely 
Minnie you are not thinking there was any 
truth in that man's words." Minnie coloured, 
but made answer " Suppose, after all they are 
true, it is solemn for us." There was a general 
exclamation, and the one who bad spoken 
before said, with a laugh "Fancy Minnie Gray 
numbered with the Methodists, what will H. 
say." · Satan had been on the watch to �atch 
away the word out of her heart lest she should 
"believe and be saved," and he knew well the 
right shaft to use to _ displace the arrow of 
conviction that bad begun to rankle there. 
Minnie did not answer her friend's last remark, 
she too began to wonder: what would H. say, 
for in less than three months she was to be bis 
,vife. 

For a moment, in her anxiety about the 
future, earth had been distanced, but now its 
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hopes and joys began to crowd in ag-a.in on her 
heart, with the thought of the one in whom 
they were centred, and the wordH that had so 
impressed her grew less powerful. In the 
stillness of the night, and alone she could not 
quite so easily get rid of them, but again tbe 
devil whispered " There is time enough. You 
are so young, do not decide now, you would 
have to give up so much, it might have to be 
H. for Christ ; " and she listene� to what he
suggested to her; resolutely she put aside the
words she had heard, refused thra call of Him
who would have drawn her by cords of love to
Himself, and chose earth as lier portion ; her
heart was too full to make room for Christ.

But He would not give her up ; she refused 
His call, He stretched forth His hand, and 
took from her the one who had come between 
her soul ·and Himself. Scarcely two months 
from the night when she deliberately stifled 
the voice of conscience, made her choice and 
turned her back on Christ, andjust when every 
thing looked brightest and fairest, in a moment 
all was changed. A telegraphic message with 
its terrible brevity was her only preparation 
for the sorrow that changed her whole life, and 
she sat stunned and bewildered. She had 
never dreamed of death coming to. him. It 
was sorrow too deep 'for earthly comfort; and 
she knew not the One who alone could heal the 
deep wound. 

An aged Christian who had known her 
mother in her youth, was passing through the 
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town and went to see her, trusting that in her 
hour of distress her heart might be opened to 
hear of Him who is the sorrow-bearer as well 
as the sin-bearer. But she bad wrapped her
self in her grief, and refused all attempts at 
consolation. Not knowing what had passed 
between her soul and God two mon tbs before, 
her aged friend quoted once more to her the 
words '' Come unto me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest," 
and spoke to her of the love of Him who had 
uttered those words; but she listened with a 
shudder ; she could see no love in the stroke 
that had made her life desolat�; she knew not 
the heart that was yearning over her in tenderest 
pity, saying more .bese�chingly. than even his 
aged servant could,." Gome and I will give you 
rest." She was weary enough now, but she 
let her very weariness and sorrow shut out 
Christ, and harden instead of soften. Her 
mother's friend left her with words of prayer 
and deep pity, but though his visit seemed to 
have no effect on her, bis words were blessed 
to the relative with whom she lived, and who 
soon after went peacefully home to the Lord, 
leaving her charge to Him in confidence that 
at some time, and in some way He would bring 
her to Himself. 

A year or t,vo passed on, the world did its 
utmost to draw her back again into its charmed 
circle; she was still courted and caressed by 
it, but she was weary and restless. Then the 
{atal disease, consumption, that had taken from 
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her both father and mother, began to manifest 
itself in her too. Others saw its symptoms 
plainly enough, but she would not believe they 
were anything more than the effect of long 
nights of wakefulness, and a cold. She did 
not care to live, but she feared to die, and 
entered into everything to shut out thought. 
Speaking of this some time afterwards she said 
" I would not come to Jesus., so in His love for 
me He d1�ove me to seek the shelter of His arms.,' 

In the autumn of 186-- her health failed 
considerably, and at the sa.me time she lost 
almost all that she possessed, and was left with 
a bare pittance. Now she found out the value 
of the world's friendship. She could minister 
no longer to its pleasures ; and she found the 
very ones who had most flattered and courted 
her, were the ones who held most aloof from 
her now in the time of her need. A distant 
relative offered her a home for the time, and to 
her she went. Now she began to look back 
with agony of heart to the night when she bad 
heard the preaching on the 11th of IYiattbew. 
She longed again to hear words- like those and 
yet she feared to open her Bible and try to 
find them for they seemed to condemn her. She 
could not pray, and there seemed no one to 
whom she could turn ; she was far from the 
place where she had heard that servant of 
God, and she knew neither who he was nor 
anything concerning him. The weeks rolled 
by and her strength failed perceptibly; the 
proud spirit, too, that had struggled against 
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everything seomed broken at last. She felt 
herself a burden in the house in which she was. 
rtfinnie Gray with health and brightness and 
youth and beauty and money as her possessions, 
and Minnie Gray the fretful invalid, were two 
very different people to those who looked on 
·with the world's eye, and when one day her
relatives said something about the hospital, she
was almost glad to be removed there and rather
to accept the care of utter strange�s than
remain an unwelcoine guest.

She had been in -- Hospital some 
weeks when I saw her first; and then was 
scarcely four-and-twenty, beautiful still, but 
with an expression of suffering and trouble and 
care on her face, that made her at times look 
much older. I had been staying for a time in 
--, and had often passed the hospital, 
and as often felt a g:reat desire to go in, but 
unless to see a patient whom you knew, and 
then only at regular visiting hours, no visitors 
were allowed in. It was a gloomy looking 
building outside, so gloomy that it all 'the more 
made me think as I passed, of the sorrow and 
suffering that must be inside. Often I told the 
Lord of my wish to get in and asked Him if 
He pleased, to open the door. I had just given 
up asking, when one night very late I received 
a message from a lady whon1 I knew by name 
only, begging me to go to this very place for 
her and see a dying girl, who was very anxious 
about her soul, as she was too ill to go herself. 
She sent me the n.a.me of the girl, and the 
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number of the ward, and also told me that I 
might go at any hour, for the permission to visit 
her at any time, so full of sad meaning to loving 
hearts outside, had been sent out in· this case. 

When I reached the ward to which I had 
been directed, early the next morning, I stood 
for a moment just inside the door, looking 
round for a nurse to tell me which was the bed 
of the girl I had come to see, when 3! voice 
said to me from the bed close to the door " You 
have come to se.e me I know.'' I was astonisP.� 
and asked " Is your name Ellen H--- 1 " 
"No," she said, "it is not, but do not say you 
have not come to see IJ).e for I have been 
praying all night that God would send some 
one this morning, and when I saw you, I 
thought he had sent you to me." I trust that 
He has," I said, '"' and I will come back to you 
shortly, but I have first· to find Ellen H. 
for I have promised to see her at once." " Do 
not leave me," she murmured, "it will be like 
every thing else, snatched from my grasp
I hoped God had sent you, and oh I am so
weary." " Do you not know the one who said 
when He was on earth ' Come unto Me all ye 
that labour and are heavy. laden and I will 
give you rest,' and who says the same from 
Heaven now?" I asked. 

I was startled by the effect of my question, she 
trembled violently, then raised herself quickly 
up, and looking very eagerly at me, said, in a very 
excited tone" Now I am certain it is to see me 
you have come, for I asked God all night long, 
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to send some one to me this morning who 
would speak to me of Jesus, and I thought if

He did I should know there is really a God 
and 'that He does hear, and I have watched 
that door since early morning, almost since 
daylight, though of course-I knew no one could 
come to the wards as early as that, to see if my 
prayer was answered, and when you came in 
just now I felt sure you w.ere a Christian, and 
I found myself actually praying again that if 
you were the right one, you would quote those 
very words to me. I have not said a prayer, 
till last night, for five years. I did not think 
God would hear me but He must have." She 
was quite exhausted from the effect of speaking 
so rapidly and from the excitement, and I left 
her to recover from whatever the remembrance 
was that was agitating her so, and I turned to 
find Ellen H--. 

Her bed was just at right angles to Minnie 
Gray's, near enough for every word spoken to 
the one to be distinctly heard by the other. 

Dea th from the same disease was fast a p
proaching this poor gir 1, and her mind was 
wandering, but all her cry was that she was 
lost, too great a sinner to be saved. Jesus 
would not have her. It was distressing to hear 
her. It seemed as though she could see some
thing which filled her with terror. " I know 
I am lost," she kept crying, and then with a 
fearful shudder '' It is awful to go to hell.'' 
For ,some minutes I stood irresolute, it seemed 
Uf:)eless to attempt to speak to her, for she ap-
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pearcd quite unconscious of all that was taking 
place around, then this word came to me; 
" The word of God is quick and powerful and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing _asunder of soul and-spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.'' 

I thought if it can divide between soul and 
spirit; enter between joints and marrow, what 
is to hinder its entering even here ; so I sat 
down by the bed, and as clearly and distinctly 
a� I could, though in a low tone, repeated these 
three verses again and again. " The son of 
man is come to seek and to save that which was 
lost.'' "The blood of Jesus Christ, God's son, 
cleanseth us from all sin." -Jesus said "Him 
that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out." 

The woman in the next bed said " It's 
no use talking to her, she has not been con
scious since last night, and they-do not expect 
her to be again, though indeed she has done 

- nothing but rave about these things ever since
she came in."

I kne,v well it must seem useless, but
still with the strong conviction that God's
,vords could find an entrance where man's
could not, I still repeated them a great many
times, how many I do not kno,v. She grew
quite composed and quiet, and though she
never was conscious again, the look of agony
and despair went away from her face, and she
kept ori. murmuring now "to seek and to
save, to seek and to save from all sin."
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She died that night so I never saw her again, 
but the woman in the next bed· told n1e that 
just before she died she opened her eyes, and 
said quite clearly, '' the blood of Jesus Christ 
God's Son cleanseth us from all sin," and then 
never spoke again. 

When I returned to iiinnie Gray's side, I was 
struck with the changed expression on her face. 
She did not wait for me to speak, but began 
eagerly "Those words ·were all for me that 
you have been re1)ea,,ting, I was lost and so He 
came to seek and to save me, I am full of sin, 
but the blood of Jesus Christ cleauseth from 
all sin. I have come to Him this morning, 
and He will not cast me out, tell me 1nore about 
Him_. I was so unwilling you should leave me 
and go to that girl's bed, but perhaps 
you might not have read those very words to 
me. Do read me more." 

I asked if she had any thing special she would 
like me to read? '' Yes,'' she said, " read me the 
chapter where that verse is, 'Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will 
gi�·e you rest.' It is the chapter the preacher 
spoke from that night five years ago, I have· never 
opened a Bible since, for fear I should see the 
verse again, and now I long to see it." I 
thought she too must be wandering, as I 
knew nothing then of what she was referring 
to, and evidently she guessed my thought, for 
she said, " You think I do not know what 
I am saying, but it is not that; " and then she 
told mo of that evening five years before, of 
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the solemn preaching and how deeply it had 
impressed her, how she was '' almost per. 
suaded,'' but deliberately turned away from 
Christ, and yet how she could never quite get 
rid of what she beard that night. I read to 
her the 11th of Matthew, read many times 
the last verses at her desire. " It is rest to 
trust Him," she said, " but will He never let 
me go."· We turned to John x, 28 and 29. "I 
see- " she said " it is He who keeps fast hold, 
not we.'' 

" What brought you here to day," she 
suddenly exclaimed. I told her I had been 
asked to come. " When 1" "Lat� last night; 
about 11 o'clock." She thought for a moment. 
·and then said, " That was Jtist the time when
I began to ask the Lord tq send some one to
me to day, who knew I;Iim."

It was only little by little I learned her
history. Weeks passed and I had seen her
very often before she referred at all to the
past, save to the night of the preaching, and
what she evidently avoided I did not feel I
could touch upon. I saw she was naturally
prou� and·. sensi �i ve . and very refined, and
I waited till she wished to trust me. As 
she grew worse in bodily health her faith, 
and her peace too, deepened. It was 
never exactly joy, but deep, deep peace and 
rest, with ever, such a sense of the grace that 
had met her. The expression of care and 
trouble left her face and she looked even 
younger than her 24 years, almost childlike at 
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times save for an expression in her eyes, that 
seemed to tell of calm beyond the storm. 

Bit by bit, now a little and then a little, she 
told me all her past history, a few of the dstails 
of which I have given, though she never re
ferred to it save to magnify the grace of Him 
who had sought her until He found her, who 
had, as she said, never let her alone until Ee 
"drove" her to rest in Himself. '' He might 
have said to me" she once added," that because 
He had called me and I had refused, had 
stretched out His hand and I had not regarded, 
that, He would laugh at my calamity

J 
and 

mock when my fear came. I only deserved 
that, but instead, He received me, just as I 
was, in all my wretchedness, when I had nothing 
to bring Him but. a wasted life, almost run 
out. He received me, ·when nobody else cared 
to. What a friend Jesus is. This ward has 
been like the Gate of Heaven to me. I would 
not change it now for my old home, and my old 
health :l,nd my old prospects, to be again a 
C�rist rejector. If I could only go back five 
years and give Him 1ny best. I onJy ... would 
like that, because I love Him. I know 
He wants nothing at my hands -and I delight 
to owe every thing to Him. I think no one in 
Heaven will owe Him quite as much, not 
even the thief on the cross. 

� 'Twas the same grace that spread the feast 
That sweetly forced me in, 
Else I had still refused to taste 
And perished in my sin,' " 
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Next to her Bible there was no book she so 
delighted· in as 'Meditations on the Song of 
Solomon,' she used to say it always brought 
Jesus Himself nearer to her, and that it re
minded her of ' that evening's preaching.' I 
bad lent it her, and she asked me to let b er 
keep it till the last. I left before the end 
came, she had so wonderfully rallied, that even 
some hopes were entertained of her being n,ble 
to go out again, but the improvellient was very 
temporary. Two s1\reet letters I had from her, 
full of Christ, and some touching verses she 
had written, on our :first meeting : then came a 
pencilled message directed by another hand
a week or two more and Minnie Gray rested 
with Him who had loved her and washed her 
from her sins in His own blood, who would not 
give her up till He bad her by. His side 
for ever. 

'' Do," she often said, "tell all those you 
meet who are almost persuaded, but who fear 
quite to decide for Christ, because they think, 
as I did, it is a gloomy thing to be a Christian, 
and they would have to give up so much, tell 
them they lose everything and gain nothing by 
their indecision. Tell them to belong to Jesus 
is the brightest thing even for this life, tell 
them how I drank at every cistern of this 
world, and always thirsted again, but at last 
I drank of the water that Jesus gives, and have 
never thirsted more, and never shall for all 
eternity." X. 



DIED SUDDENLY-AND IN HELL! 

TO 'l1HE UNCONVERTED: 

Dear Reader, I have been much saddened 
\ 

lately by the sudden and unexpected deaths of 
two or three young men among my acquaint
ance. Scarce a day passes but the sad an
nouncement meets my eye in the daily paper, 
" At ---, died suddenly," &c., and I can
not forbear writing these few lines to you, who 
are young, and do not expect to die suddenly; 
you, who like myself, before I was converted, 
look forward to a tolerably long life; you, who 
think you have plenty of time to prepare to meet 
God, and are quite determined not to be lost, but 
bejo?"e you die to "believe in Jesus/' what
ever that may mean. 

But you are young and healthy, life is 
bright and attractive, and you have plenty 
of time. It is well and natural, -you say, 
that those who are sickly and delicate should 
be religious, and anxious about where they 
are to spend eternity. They really have 
not much time to lose ; and sometimes you 
wonder at their folly, when you see one on a 
sick bed, apparently soon to quit this scene; 
you aie amazed at the interest she can take in 
the fashions and frivolities of this fleeting 
world while so rapid}y hastening to another. 
My friend, beware! She may outlive you. It 
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may be you whom God intends to call suddenly, 
without giving you time to repent of those sins 
you know you have committed, without your 
having time to put in force that phrase, which 
to you is like a charm " believing in Jesus." 

Well do I remember my firm determination 
that before I died, I would " believe in Jesus " 
and so be saved, even at the eleventh hour. 
Alas! how many a soul has been lost with the 
same good intention. You cannot come to 
Jesus when you will, come while you may.
You think a long life lies before you with all its 
varied and attractive scenes, it may and· it may 
not. It may be you, young, strong a_nd 
healthy as you are, who may have to stand 
before God with no other covering than your 
own righteousness, your own " filthy rags "
you, instead of t.hat one seemingly so nen.r 
q.eath--you who will stand " speechless'·' be
fore God, not having on the wedding garment, 
which He has provided for you free of cost, 
"without money and without price." 

What then will be your fate 1 
Died suddenly-" and in hell ! " 
How long will you remain there l 
Let the Word of God answer you-'' And 

the srqoke of their torment ascendeth up for 
ever and ever.'' 

How long do you say 1 '' For eve-r and 
ever.'' 

Oh! dear soul, if unsave�, ·" flee f�om the 
wrath to come," and flee now, do not wait 
another day. God promises to save you to .. 
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day-to-morrow may be too late. '' Now is 
the accepted time.'' 

Take advantage of the love and grace of 
God, who is waiting to receive you, and who in 
His mercy has drawn aside the veil which con
ceals the future from our gaze, and in the nar
rative of Lazarus ap.d the rich man, has shown 
us the end of the soul, that dies, suddenly, 
unconverted. 

Man puts in his paper, '' Died. suddenly"
God, in His book, adds a warning note for all 
unconvert�d souls-" and in hell," nay, more 
than that-'' and in bell, he lift up his eyes, 
being in torments.'' 

Reader, unsaved reader_, be warned in time, 
turn now, lest that day come to you suddenly 
and unexpectedly, when you will opeli your 
eyes in hell, and spend eternity _cursing your 
own folly. " Because I have called-and ye 
refused. I have stretched out my band-and 
np man regarded, bu� ye have �et at nought 
all my co�nsel,-and would none of my re .. 
proof, I also will laugh at. your calamity, I 
will mock when your fear cometh.'' 

Read�_r, these are the words of the living 
God. H�ve you read the Apostle's account of 
bis serm..on before King · Agrippa 1 He spoke 
faithfully, he urged o_n his hearers the fact, 
that Jesus was the Obrist; that He had died 
and risen from the dead, that through faith in 
Him they might receive the forgiveness of 
their sins, and, showing how all the Old Testa
ment prophets had foretold that Christ should 
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suffer, and should rise from the dead, he turns 
to King Agrippa, who knew the Scriptures 
well ( almost as well as you do, dear Reader) 
and said, " King Agrippa, believest thou tho 
prophets 1 I ltnow that thou believest.'' 

.And did .Agrippa believe 1 He answered, as 
alas! too many young people do, when pressed 
to decide for Christ '' Almost thou persuadest 
me to be a Christian.'' Almost a Christian is 
entirely lost! There is no middle ground. 
Either you are " a new creature " in Christ 
Jesus, or you are " dead in trespass�s.and sins/' 

· lying under the judgment of . God. '' He that
hath the Son, hath life, and he that hath not
the Son of God, hath not life " ( 1 John v. 12) ;
nnd the same Apostle Eays elsewhere, '' the
wrath of God abideth on him" (John iii. 36.)

Do you know what that last little sentence
means 1 To abide, means to dwell, to remain,
to continue, the wrath of God neper leaves the
soul, on whom it is abiding at the moment in
which he passes from time into eternity.. When
one year has passed ( as we speak) for there are
no years in eternity, when one year has passed,
and he has experienced what it is to have " the
wrath of God abiding on him," another begins,
and another, and another, and so on for ever,
there is no end to it ; and while the mind
almost refuses to grasp the thought of an end
less eternity, the soul of the lost one has to
endure it.

Think of this, I beseech you, before you run
the risk of its being your lot.
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Let me tell you one case of sudden death, 
in which, as far as man could tell, there was no 
hope that the soul had passed away except to 
enter upon an eternity of woe. God forbid 
that it should be your lot. But put this que3-
tion to your own heart, "If God took me a.,vay 
this night, whither should I go 1 To heaven 
or to hell 1 '' One })lace or the other is tbe 
eternal home of every soul on this earth. 

A young man left his home in the morning, 
accompanying bis father to. their place of busi
ness in a neighbouring town. The father is 
elderly and might well be thinking of death, 
and that which follows death, the judgment. 

The son is young and has life before him to 
firid peace with God. Returning late in 
the evening to their country home, the father 
stops to speak to a friend; the son pursues his 
way along the road, but never reaches the 
house. After some hours search, he is found, 
and his body is carried back to the home he 
left so strong and well in the morning. In the 
dusk he had stepped off the pathway, and, for
getful of a piece of water which bordered the 
_road, but which he knew well, he had missed 
his· footing, and fallen in. 

There. was no one to help and he was drowned. 
In the paper, next morning, appears the sad 
notice, " Died suddenly," A. B. son of So-and. 
so; and then follows his father's name, &c. 
That is all man knows. God supplies the end 
of every poor unconverted soul who dies sud. 
dcnly,-'' AND IN HELL." 
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Oh reader, be persuaded, take Jesus for your 
Saviour, and take Him now. " As many as 
received Him, to them gave He power to be
come the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on His name." God says, and His word can 
not pass away, that as many as received Him 
to them gave He power to become the sons of 
God. Have you received Obrist into your 
heart 1 If not, you have neither part nor lot 
with the children of God, for " we are all 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.'' 

No ordinances, not Baptism, nor the Lord's 
Supper will make you a child of God, but 
living faith in . the Person of the Son of God, 
and receiving into you.r heart the One, who 
even now stands in lowly grace, and says to all 
-'' Behold I stand at the door and knock." 
Will you let Him in 1 Yield up your heart to 
Him 1 Be His, and His alone, and sharing 
His rejection now, share His throne in the day 
of glory. 

I could multiply instances of sudden death, 
but to what purpose 1 

A hearse passes with the white hat-bands and 
white plumes which tell that it is the funeral 
of one young in years. "Ah yes," you say, 
'' how sad.'' In the midst of life we :1re in 
death! It may be you or I to-morrow. 

But, dear friend, you have no thought of its 
being you. The " you or I " means me not you

does it not 1 You could not go away with that 
light step, after the hearse has passed on, did 
you really believe there was a chance of your 
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standing within four-and-twenty hours in the 
J)resence of the great God '' in whose sight the
heavens are not clean" and '' His angels He
chargeth with folly.''

Oh! come to Jesus, and come now. Re
member that solemn word addressed to all 
those who fully intend to be Christians "some 
day," but who put it off till they have time to 
think about it, "How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation, which at the first 
began to be spoken lYy the Lord." Jesus Him
self preached the Gospel whilst on earth, say. 
ing with sorrow at the same time, "Ye will not 
come unto Me, that ye might have life." Per
haps you would have corne, could you but have 
seen Him, and heard His gracious voice saying 
" Come unto me; " but oh, listen to the words 
now, as He speaks from _heaven, "Let him that 
is athirst come, and whosoever will, let hirri 
take the water of life freely." 

" There is life in a look at the Crucified One, 
There is life, at this moment, for thee.'' 

One word, before I close, of what sudden death 
is, to those who belong to Christ, those who 
have been born again, and are truly the children 
of God. 

We read in the Scriptures of a man who ,vas 
called on to die suddenly. No time for pre
paration, not even that ghastly eight or ten 
days to make his peace with God which, in this 
country, is allowed to the lowest criminal. He 
had been brought before his judges, he had 
made his defence, but all in vain. For the 
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man who stood up boldly for the crucified 
Jesus of Nazareth, and cbar[ed his judges with 
the murder of the Son of uod, there ·was no 
1nercy, and no pity. "They gnashed on him 
with their teeth." 

They were going to conden1n him to death, 
unprepared. Was he taken by surprise 1 Was 
he unaware what his eyes would open upon, 
,vhen they closed on this scene 1 No. " But 
he being full of the Holy Ghost looked up 
stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of 
God, and JESUS standing on the right hand of 
God," and said, "I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of Man standing on the right hand 
of God.'' " And they stoned Stephen, calling 
upon God, and saying Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried ,vith 
a loud voice, Lord lay not this sin to their 
charge. .And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep." 

What a contrast! Of the Sinner, this is it
Died suddenly-and in hell ! 
Of the Saint-he saw·the glory of God and 

Jesus /-and fell as] eep. 
Dear Reader, when you come to die be it 

suddenly or not, which death will be yours 1
Having fallen asleep in Jesus, ·will you wake 

to see Him 1 or having died without Him-, ,vill 
you open your eyes in torments 1

" And the smoke of their torment ascendetb 
up for ever and ever." 

Only those who know the Lord can picture 
what it will be to see Him-Him who loved 
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them, and died for them, ,v hen they did not care 
about Him, and never wished to know Him. 
,vhat will it be to see Him and never leave 
Him again ! To go no 1nore out, to dwell in 
His bli�sful presence for ever and ever. For 
now we walk by faith,-but then by sight. 
Then shall we know even as we are known. 

No longer through a glass darkly but face 
to fa:ce ! 

And the Spirit and the Bride say Oome, and 
let him that heareth say Gome I Amen. Even 
so, Corne Lord Jesus. 

s.w.

---

F .A.ITH-NOT FEELINGS. 

'' WELL, Sir I I do believe· every word you 
say , in fact, I believe every word in the Bible; 
Lut I don't feel I'm saved; and �'m not going 
to say I'm saved until I'm sure I am saved." 

" Neither do I FEEL that I am saved, and J

have been saved for nearly five years, and 
never yet FELT that I was· saved; and if you 
�ontinue to wait until you FEEL saved, you will 
never be saved at all, for the Word of God 
never says FEEL SAVED." 

"But, Sir ! the Scriptures say, we ' must be 
bor-n again,' and surely I must FEEL that great 
change come over me. You don't mean to say 
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that I could be saved and still continue as I 
am, miserable, and afraid to meet God 1" 

" No, I don't mean to say any such thing ; 
for the moment you are saved, there will be 
change enough ; for you will be changed from 
being a ' child of Satan ' to a ' child of God ' 
but Satan is deceiving you, by getting you to 
wait until you FEEL a change, and all the while 
you are shutting your ears to the Word of God, 
which brings the change ' for we are· saved by 
grace through faith' (Eph. ii. 8); and 'FAITH
cometh by HEARING, and'hearing by the WORD
OF Gon' (Ro1n. x. 17). You see, if you could 
feel nice and happy just now, you would con
clude you were saved because you •FELT it, and 
then to-morrow you might not feel happy, so 
you would have to come to tho conclusion you 
were not saved then; thus you would make a 
Saviour of your feelings, and one day you 
would have a S�viour, and another day you 
would have none. Instead of BELIEVING the 
testimony which God has given of His Son, and 
KNOWING that you have passed from death unto 
life (1 John iii. 14), you are waiting for a 
change and remaining in misery. 

" Now look he�e, my friend : suppos� that 
your husband is at sea, and you are left 
with the little ones; that your stock of money 
runs out, and you have no bread ; the children 
are hungry, and there is nothing to give them; 
you are sitting over the fire miserable enough 
at such a state of things, and want a change, 
but your misery does not bring th� 9]1�nge; no 
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thought of yours fills the children's hungry 
stomachs, and puts the glad smile where there 
are looks of sorrow. No ! But you are startled 
by a loud knock at the door, ·and you open it, 
when the postman puts a letter into your hand; 
you look at it, you know the writing-it's your 
husband's: you quickly break it open, and 
there is an order for some money: What effect 
has it on you 1 Do you sit down and brood 
over your misery, and wait for a change, think .. 
ing there never was such a poor creature in
the world as you are 1 Never ! You put on 
your things, fly · off to the post-office to secure 
the money, make your calls at the shops, and 
come back loaded with all you need,. to the 
great joy of the children. What a change ! 
How has it come about 1 Why, just through 
the letter ; you read it, you believed it; th·e 
change came, your sorrow was gone, your heart 
wa·s light, even before you got the order cashed 
-the letter did it all. Why, now,' will you
not listen to God's letter and be saved 1 You
are a sinner, but God's letter says, 'Jesus
Christ came into the world to SA VE SINNERS '
(1 Tim. i. 15). �nd Jesus says Himself, 'He
that HEARETH My Word, and BELIEV.ETH on
Him that sent me, HATH everlasting life, and
SHALL NOT come into condemnation (Judg
ment), but is passed from death. unto life'
(John v, 24).

"Moreover, the letter says, 'These things 
have I written unto you that BELIEVE on the 
name of the Son of God, that ye may KNOW 
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(not FEEL, but KJ."'{OW) that ye HAVE eternal 
life' (1 John v. 13). You see, yon did not 
l!,EEL the money, it was in the post-office, and 
you could not feel it; but the letter said it was 
there, and there for you; you believed it, and 
that made you happy; but you were happy 
because you KNEvV it was yours ; the money 
·was not yours because you felt happy. Well,
you did not FEEL Christ died for your sins,
neither did I; but I KNOW He died for my
sins ; and the same letter which tells n1e He
died for me tells n1e I an1. saved. I 1elieve
God's blessed letter, and I feel very happy
because I lcnow I am saved.''

Reader! are you, like the woman, putting 
FEE LINGS in the place of FAITH 1 

Perhaps you too say, you believe all the 
Bible, but can't feel you are saved. Oh, don't 
be occupied any longer ·with these things; look

a'lvay from yourself to Jesus. God bas set 
Him on the throne in heaven, the proof that 
the work is finished to the satisfaction of God; 
and if God is satisfied, why should you not be 1 

Salvation is " to him that WORKETH NOT, but 
BELIEVETH" (Rom. iv. 5). "Ile that BELlEVETH
on the Son HATH evetlasting life" (John iii. 36). 
Before you lay down this paper, believe God's 
letter which He in His love has sent you, 
declaring what has been done bJ' Jesus Christ 
for sinners ; and the moment you take God at 
His word, YOU ARE SAVED; it is not FEELINGS·,
but FAITII. "By grace are ye saved through 
faith'' (Eph. ii. 8). 
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.A. young man left his home in Scotland to 
seek for work in England, leaving his wife and 
child behind, intending to return to them a 
few weeks later, when work would be more 
easily obtained. He had a little cold before 
starting, which increased while travelling, and 
soon after his return home it was evident to 
everyone but himself that Consumption had 
begun its work and sealed him for death. 

I first saw him while visiting his wife, who 
had been ill, and spoke seriously to him about 
the state of his health, but could not persuade 
him tha'1, it might prove more than a cold, or 
that there was any occasion for alarm. As 
time passed and brought no improvement he 
beg�n to acknowledge that he was really ill, 
but nothing could convince him that his life 
was in danger. When I spoke of his state 
before God he readily acknowledged he was a 
sinner, but it seemed to cause him no uneasi
ne�. If I spoke of death his answer was, 
" You need not try and frighten me, I'm not 
going to die yet.'' For some time he was able 
to work for an hour or two during the day, but 
at last I found him in bed, the bright flush on 
his cheek to�d its own tale, and sitting beside 
him I asked how he was. 

"Not nearly so well," was his reply "I 
have'been in bed four days, and am not a bit\ 
stronger than when I first lay down." 
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"Do you still think you may get well 
a<Yain 1''

0

He hesitated a moment and then said, 
"After the New Year maybe I'll get round." 
My heart sank, it seemed so cruel to deprive 
him of his last hope, though surely it were far 
more cruel to let him deceive him5elf. Yet it 
Eeemed imJ>ossible that he should expect to 
recover; the cough, the weakness, and the 
change for the worse whicp. every day seemed 
to bring, spoke so plainly to everyone else. 

I answered, " Oh Jim, don't look ior recovery 
at all, you are in more danger than you think. 
I am not saying this to frighten you, but 
because I believe it to be true. It is not the 
danger of :your body that troubles me, but ·the 
danger of your soul, 'though Sa tan seems to 
have succeeded in blinding your own eyes to it. 
most completely�. I have known you a long 
time no:w, and have told you again· and again 
of the only way of salvation,- but it does not 
seem to interest you at all. I have read to 
you what the Word of God says, that 'the 
wages· of sin is death,' and have shown you 
from.that Word that you are lost, guilty, and 
without hope. I have · entreated you to take 
your. place as a sinner, and accept the sal va
tion which God in His mercy has 'provided for 
such, but-with no result. You are still quite 
unconcerned about it. Do you know what yqu 
have done? You have REJECTED God's. 
message of· love, you have DESPISED His 
mercy. Did it never strike you that God now 
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speaks through His Word, and that in rejecting 
it you are rejecting Him 1" There was no 
answer, and I _continued, "You are now on a 
bed of sickness with very little hope of re
covery, and worse than that, with no hope, of 
salvation. I can stay no longer now, but 
before going will read just two verse� which I

want you to think over,'' and turning to 
Hebrew x, 28, I pointed to .and read those 
solemn words, " He that despised Moses law 
died without mercy unq.er two or three wit
nesses; OF HOW MUCH SORER PUNISH
MENT SHALL HE BE THOUGHT 
WORTHY WHO HATH TRODDEN UN. 
DER FOOT THE SON OF GOD 1'' 

Two days after I called again
,. 

and to my 
great joy, his first words were, "Can He sav� 
me now1 '' 

"Yes Jim, '' I answered, "indeed He can, 
if you will only trust Him; b-µt do you �ee 
what -a wretch you have been, and how you� 
have treated the One who sent His own Son to 
die for you? It may seem U{!kind to speak �o 
plainly, but I want you to see what you have 
been doing. You have had message after mes
sage of mercy, but you did not care ; you 
thought you would have plenty. of time, and 
would not listen. No sin, however great it 
may seem to us, is so great in God's sight as 
that of rejecting His Son, and His Word says, 
' He that believeth on Him is not corider,nned,. 
but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, BEOA USE he hath not believed in the 
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ri.ame of the only begotten Son of God. And 
THIS is the condemn�tion that light is come 
into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light.' This is what you have been doing 
till no ,v." 

"Its all true," he said, "every bit; I have 
spent all my life for the devil, and now that 
there'� only the dregs left, I couldn't expect 
Him to save me.'' 

" That is_ true enough, but in spite of all 
your sin, He is both able and willing to save 
you now, just as you are." 
· " But I never cared about religion at all
before, and now I'm too far gone to do any
thing."

" God never asks you to do anything. He 
only wants you. to trust in His Son the Lord

Jesus, who bore all the punishment we de
served on the Cross. But perhaps you don't 
believe what His word tells us about it 1'' 

" Yes I do,'' he answered, '' I know the 
Bible is the Word of God, and believe every 
word of it." 

"I scarcely think you do; but ,ve will read 
just a few verses and you must tell· me if you 
think they are really true.'' 

I then read" There is none righteous, no, not 
one. There is none that doeth good, no, not 
one. For all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God." (Rom. iii. 10, 12, 20). 

'' These speak of man in his natural state 
b�fore be is conYerted. Are they true 1"

" Yes, I'm sure they are.'' 
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" Here is another. 'This is a faithful say. 
ing and worthy of all acc.eptatio;n that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.' Is 
that one true?'' 

" Yes, I believe that too." 
"Then you really believe on the Son of God; 

you know you are a sinner, that He died for 
sinners, and will save all who trust Him 1'' 

'' Yes, I believe all that." 
" Now we will read two more passages, a_nd 

if you believe those I shall be quite -satisfied. 
'For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that wbosever believeth in

him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.' ' He that believeth on the Son HATH 
everlasting life.' Do you beiieve this, is it

really true." He hesitated, and looking rather 
doubtfully at the.words to which I had pointed 
that he might see they were not mine but God's, 
replied, '' It says so." 

"But is it trp.e,'' I asked. 
" Well, it looks like it, but I never walked 

up to it." 
" How could you when you had nothing to 

walk up to 1 God would not expect you to 
·walk as His child, until you knew Rim as your.
father ; such a thing would have been impossi.
ble!"

" But all my life has been spent in sin, I 
never did anything good at all.'' 

"However moral �nd upright you may have 
been, it could not ha.ve made you any. more fit
f O?" salvation. The very fact that you know 
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you are a sinner and cannot help yourself, gives 
you a claim on the One who came to save 
sinners; He only came to save the lost. Do 
you think you ·would have more hope of salva
tion if you had lived a better life l '' 

"Of course I should." 
" There you are making a very great mistake. 

Whatever our actions may be, even if out
wardly blameless, we have a heart which God's 
W �rd says is 'deceitful above all thi:µgs and 
desperately wicked,' (Jer. xvii. 9.) 'The carnal 
mind is enmity against G�d.' 'They that are 
in the flesh cannot please God.' (Rom. viii. 
7. 8.) The Lord Jesus Himself said ' No man
cometh unto the Fat�er but by ME;' (John
xiv. 6.) and if we try to come in any other way,
we are dishonouring Him. _ No prayers, no
works can help to·s�ve us. Christ did all -that
�as necessary, 9r His own words,' It is FIN
ISHED,' would not be true. Your past life
cannot interfere with His power to save you,
1Ie died for sinners, and that includes me, and
you too, doesn't it 1 ''.

''Yes it must, for I am one." 
" Now that we have read what God's Word 

says about those for whom Christ died an� who 
believe·in Him, what about yourself, you say 
you believe, have you everlasting life? " 

''Oh no/' he answered;" I shouldn't like to 
say that." 

"Then you see I was right in my thinking 
that you .did not believe all it says. Do you 
remember the words in 1 John v. 10. ' He
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that believeth not God, bath made him a liar'; 
surely you would not like to do that 1 '' 

" But I don't feel like it.'' 
" That is not the question, nor. do I reIQem

ber any verse which says we ought to have 
feelings before trusting to what His Word says. 
Faith believes what God says simply beC(1use 
He says it, and without any evidence at all; 
that is what you must do, before you can know 
what it is to have 'peace with God.' Are you 
going to trust Him 1" 

" I wish I could," was his earnest reply. 
Just then be asked for a drink, and seeing how 
little he relished the barley water given to him, 
I said, " Do you think you could eat a few 
grapes 1 '' 

" Yes," he answered; " I'm sure I could." 
" Then I will go and fetch you some." 
" Thanlc you." 
" Now Jim, what did you s:;ty thank you 

for 1" 
He looked a little puzzled, and then said 

"The g;rapes." 
'' You have no grapes yet, have you 1 " 
"No, but then-I thought-you said yo-r 

would get me some.'' 
" So I did, but how do you know I .w� 

speaking the truth 1 '' 
"Because I know you wouldn't tell me a 

lie," he replied. 
" Now just think of what you are doing, you 

are treating God, as you would not t�eat me. 
I am only your fellow creature, with a heart 
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bad enough for anything, if He did not keep
me, and yet you would not insult me by doubt
ing my word; why do you doubt His 1 '' 

He made no answer, and I went for the 
grapes. On my returning 'he took them with a 
very grateful "Thank you." 

'' Ah Jim, that is how God wants you to treat 
Him, and you are afraid to do it. He wants 
you to take His precious gift and just thank

Hi1n. Surely nothing could be more simple.'' 
He smiled saying, "I'll try, I think it seems 

clearer now." 
The next day I called again. He seemed 

weaker, but his face wore a different expression. 
On my asking if be bad yet believed God's 
Word, he replied," Yes, I cah thank Him now.'' 
I sat with him a short time, and while reading 
that touching parable of the prodigal son, 
(Luke :X:v.) � he whispered two or three times 
"That's like me.'' 

When leaving I said,." I am going to see a 
young soldier, who is supposed to be dying, 
there seems to be no hope of his recovery, and 
I do not know if he has yet learned to believe 
what God says, �nd to trust in the Lord Jesus; 
but sick people are often interested in bearing 
about others who are ill, would you like to send 
him any mes.sage 1 '' 

He thought a few moments, and then said, 
" You may tell him that Christ can save him, 
for He has S41ved one who never did anything 
for Him, and has no time to do anything now." 

" May I tell him all that we have been talk. 
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ing about, and how you were afraid to believe 
God's word, but have trusted it now 1 '' 

" Yes," he replied, "you may t.e-11 him all 
about it.'' 

From this time be sank rapidly, and seemed 
genGrally in a state of weakness almost amount. 
ing to unconsciousness. At one time his lips 
were seen to move and he was heard to whisper, 
"I shill never perish, never perish,'' and at 
another he said, " I know that my Redeemer 
liveth." He continued in this state till the 
morning he died, when his energy seemed to 
return. He knew the end was near, and said, 
"I am dying, do you think it will be long 1" 
When his father answered " No, you will not 
be here long," he exclaimed, '' Thank God for 
that, I am so glad, and thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory. Oh ·my .blessed Jesus! 
Oh trust in Jesus ! " 

The weakness returned, and he was quiet for 
some · time, but roused again· and repeated u. 
part of the well known hymn, "My Jesus I 
love Thee, I know Thou art mine." He then 
asked his ·mother to sing some hymns, whioh 
she did and all who were present joined; he 
kept time with his hands, his faqe beaming with 
j.oy, and his eyes looking upwards as if fixed
on s9mething beyond the low slanting roof
under which he lay. He knew some of those
present had not believed God's testimony, , and
just before his death he again said earnestly

1

"Trust in Jesus, He alone can save." After
bidding good bye to each one of those around
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him, the weakness again returned and he soon 
passed quietly away to be " with the Lord." 

Many things have been omitted which might 
have been added to this simple narrative, but 
enough has been written, dear reader, to place 
you under the same responsibility which rested 
on him, for if you never before heard of your 
state by nature, and the simplicity of God's 
plan of salvation, YOU HAVE HEARD IT NOW, 
and are responsible before God for your know -
ledge. Like Jim, you may never have looked 
at it in this light, you may never have thought 
that you were rejecting God's message of love; 
or a life of morality may have blinded your 
eyes to your danger, and helped you to think 
you ""ere not so bad as others. 

Would it be real love to let you go on in 
such self deception 1 Surely not. Surely your 
best and truest friend, is the one who shews 
y�u your danger in order to save you from it. 
Morality is right enough in its place, but it 
cannot improve th� natural heart, so plainly 
described in the Word, as " deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked," the very fact 
that you cannot believe this statement of God's 
"\Vord to he true, but shows how completely 
that heart has deceived you. Whatever your 
own opinion �n the subject, it does not affect 
God's truth ; whatever you may have been 
taught, it cannot alter His Word, which " shall 
stand FOR EVER.'' 

Earth's pleasures may last for a season; but 
those who live in them know nothing of a peace 
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"which passeth all understanding," or a "joy 
unspeakable and full of glory, while those 
who trust in Christ, have a place in the heart 
of One whose love" passeth knowledge." There 
is no real joy apart from Him, but He is more 
than sufficient to satisfy every heart. 

" Come _unto ME, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you REST." 
(Matt. :ri. 28.) These are His own words. 

T. T. 0. 

INSURED FOR EVER. 

I was travelling lately with a friend, a brother 
in the Lord, from London to the North of Eng
land, and we had taken our seats and the train 
was about to start, when a gentleman got into 
the carriage. A friend who _accompanied him 
after having bid him farewell came back. and 
said, "By the bye, have you got an insurance 
ticket 1" "04 yes;'' said the gentleman, "I 
am insured." My friend turned to him and 
said very quietly, "Are you insured for ever." 
The gentleman looked up seemingly surprised, 
but answered, (not at all understanding what 
was really 1neant ), "No, I only insure for a 
year at a time.'' "But I," said my friend, "am 
insured for ever.'' Still misunderstanding, 
the gentleman replied, " Oh yes, I know you 
can do it by one payment but it costs a great 
deal." My" friend answered, " Yes, mine was 
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done by one payment, and cost, a great deal 
indeed. It cost me nothing, but it cost God

His Son.'' 
I thought as I listened, How simple and how 

beautiful is the gospel of the -grace of God. 
" It cost me nothing, but it cost God His Son." 
Can he resist such a message of love as that? 
Yes, alas ! the heart of man rebels against the 
free love of God, . though that love could only 
find its full expression in giving up to death 
and judgment His own beloved Son, that the 
poor unlovely and unloving sinner might be 
saved. Now that there could be no misunder
standing what ·my friend meant, the gentleman 
at once turned away angry, and did not want 
to hear more. Still God may haye had His 
own purpose and thoughts in sending him into 
that carriage, and the seed then sown may take 
root and bear fruit in due time; the bread cast 
then on the �aters may be found after many 
days. �lay the Lord give those words that told 
so simply of His love a place in the conscience 
and heart of him to whom they were spoken. 
A short time afterwards I said a few · ,vords to 
him, but he replied that it w�s out of place to 
speak of those things in a railway carriage. 
Out of place to speak of Christ anywhere ! I 
asked him if an earthly friend bad done him 
some service of immeasurable value, to prove 
his great love for him, would he think it out of 
place to speak of him anywhere 1 and yet l1e 
thought it out of pla9e to speak of The One 
who had left the glory of God to beco1ne a man 
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and bear death and judgment for poor lost sin. 
ners. Could any earthly love bear comparison 
,vith that 1 But he only turned angrily away 
-as I should have done myself before the grace
of God taught me what His love had done for n.
poor wretnh like me-and said he did not like
my conversation. Such is ever the hen.rt of
1nan. They "saw no beauty in Him'' ·when He
·was in the world, and they see no beauty in
Him now.

And now, dear reader, let me turn my 
friend's simple searching question upon your
self. "Are you insured for ever." Are you 
obliged to say No, when the " one payment'' 
has been made, sealed in a Saviour's blood, and 
that Saviour the Son of God who ·became a 
man for you 1 If you were going to .. morrow 
on a railway journey, you would not hesitate to 
insure your life (as it is called) and by the pay. 
ment of a few pence would obtain a· thousand 
pounds for your nearest relations if you were 
killed. But bow little do you think of those 
solemn words -" After .death the judgment." 
The world will promise you a thousand pounds 
for your relations, if you die, upon payment 
of a certain sum ; so that however small the 
sum, it costs you something, and gives you for 
yourself, death. God offers you eternal life 
without any 1)ayme11.t at all from you. " The 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord." Yes, it is all through Him, and at 
what a cost ! In my friend's ,vords " It cost 
God his Son." Oh what love! what immea-
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surable' love, mercy, and grace! And all may 
be yours by believing in Him whom man has 
rejected and whom God has glorified. That is 
what God owns and honours now, and· that 
alone; f�ith in Him whom this world cast out. 
That indeed is to be " insured for ever,'' and 
none need wait for death to get the benefit 
of it. Eternal life is yours the moment you 
in truth believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
" He that believeth on me hath ever lasting 
life." (John vi. 47.) 

I .do not say the moment you profess to 
believe ;. that is a very different thing. How 
many professors, respectable, moral people will 
wake up in eternity in the lake of fire. No 
dear friend, .'' With the. heart man believeth 
unto righteousness." It must be real true work, 
deep down in conscience and heart, bringing you 
into the presence of God here and now, while 
He is a God of grace, that you may not be 
brought into His presence hereafter as a God 
of judgment. It may break your heart to 
find that you are a guilty, lost, hell-deserving 
sinner; but the heart broken with a sense of sin 
is the heart into which a Saviour can pour 
the healing balm of His love ; and is not that 
worth being broken-hearted for 1 Was not His 
heart broken for you 1 "Reproach," says that 
blessed One "hath broken my heart, and I am 
full of heaviness; and I looked for some to take 
pity, but there was none; and for comforters, 
but I ·found none '' (Ps. lxix.. 2.0.) Think, 
dear re�der, if you and I had to utter �ucb 
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words as these; how hopeless and helpless we 
should be, how broken-hearted, without a 
remedy. But faith turns to the One who has 
borne all for the poor sinner-sorrow, reproach, 
shame, spitting, death, judgment-and fi�ds its 
answer there; and rest, peace and joy fill the 
heart that knows His love. 

Well, dear Reader, do you know it, and are 
you rejoicing in the knowledge of it, and of all 
that it gives 1-are death and judgment things 
of the past to you, because He has co:r;i.quered 
the first and borne the second. Or is death as a 
dark curtain to you, with a darker eternity 
behind 1 

I stood but lately by the death-bed of 
a dear child of God-very suffering she was 
too; in health but a very short time before, 
and called suddenly to face the reality of death 
and eternity. There was not one cloud there. 
" Oh death'' she said with all the reality of

it before her "where is thy sting?'' with an 
emphasis on each word as she said it---and 
added " I'_m sure I don't know. It is all past 
for me." Is it all past for you dear Reader 1 past 
because you know Him who said even when 
He was a inan in this poor world of death " I 
am the resurrection and the life." All is 
settled if you know Him for your Saviour; 
death and judgment are behind Him for ever. 
He is risen and glorified, and your life is hid 
with Him in God. Even here in the wilder
ness, you can sing the song of triumph, as did 
Israel of old, only with a far better title than 
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they, for they had but the figure, while you 
have the blessed reality in a risen and glorified 
Saviour, the Man at God's right hand. " Thanks 
be unto God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Chrst." 

And what then-anything more 1 Yes dear 
child of God, to live your little span of life 
in the wilderness (should the Lord tarry) to 
the praise and glory of Him who came down 
into this scene of sin anrl sorrow and death, and 
died there for you. A. P. G. 

I WAS AFRAID l 

Solemn confession! These are the words of 
Adam. Why this confession-this fear 1 Had 
God become man's enemy 1 had He changed 1
Ah, no. What then haq taken place 1 Man 
hact given the ear to Satan's falsehood, and 
opened his heart to sin and unbelief. Sin had 
c�me in, and hence the estrangement of the 
creature from his Creator. Oh how terrible .sin 
is! How vast the change it wrought! how 
terrible its devastating power ! Man's being was 
blighted-once perfect-but now blighted and 
estranged from God by the introduction of sin. 
Awful calamity ! A calamity which God alone 
could remedy ! 

Man had fallen, discovers that he is naked, 
sets to work to remedy his condition, and when 
God comes into the garden, seeks to hide from 
His presence. Solen1n fruit of sin. God's 
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'' Where a1
rt thou 1 '' brings him to the front, 

and discovers him to be a poor fallen, degraded, 
guilty, ruined sinner. Yes; sin hml verily 
caused the blight - degradation - ruin - es
trangement, and fear. And God's " Where art

thoii 1 '' only brought into bolder relief the 
fallen condition of the guilty pair, and the 
moral distance that sin had brought in between 
them and a holy God. 

In vain did Adam and Eve seek a shelter 
behind the trees of the garden from God ; and 
in vain did tb�y with their "fig leaf aprons '' 
seek to remedy their naked condition. They 
had done what they nor any other sinner could 
undo or remedy. Nothing can hide or shelter 
from God ; and no htnnanly constructed coat of 
religiousnei-s can possibly remedy the fallen con
dition of the sinner. Mark well, 0 my reader, 
w ha.t sin has done ! Thou art a sinner ; but dost 
thou feel how terrible sin is, and bow unbear:. 
able it is in God·s holy sight 1 Art thou afraid 1
If not, may God's "Where. art thou 1 '' search 
thee out, and discover to thee, where thou art, 
nnd what thou art, and cause thee to tremble be .. 
ta use of thy sins. You must tremble sooner or 
later. The divine sentence is that " except ye 
iepent ye shall all likewise perish.'' 

What is repeutence 1 It is the sinner taking 
his place in heart and conscience before God 
as a sinner acknowledging in full what he- is, 
ns did Job of old, who said, " Behold I am vile '' ; 
and as clitl Isaiah, who said, "Woe is me! for I am 
undone;" and as did Pet�r: "Depart from me; 
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for I �m a sinful man, 0 Lord." Here is a 
threefold testimony of what repente�ce i@. It 
j$ the si:p.ner condemning himself and justifying 
God. Jt js as the dying thief upon the cross 
��id, " We indeed justly; but this man (Jesus) 
hath done nothing amiss.'' It is the full 
recognition of the :righteous judgment of God 
upon the sinner, his ways� and his state. It is 
standing in the presence of God who is Light, 
and being discovered there; and as the light 
discovers, so there is the bowing of the soul in 
humble �onfession to. GQd of .all that is contrary 
t9 Him. God's very righteousnes� demands 
this of the sinner ; the staite of the sinn�r 
d�mands it; yef!i, the divine idef\i of salvation 
demands it. Sinner bast thou r�pented of thy 
sips and gv.ilt 1 ��s thine heart been broken 
·becau�e of what thou art pefore God 1 Dost
thou see that thou art vile and undone 1 If so,
I bless God fron;i. my heart It is thy r�gh.t.
place. It is the work Qf_ Qod to lead thpe
t4er�. God labours to bring thee there. Thou
canst not· be saved unless ·thou ha::;t taken that

• - - - • 
' • J 

plape of self-judg}Ilen,t before God.
But, having ta�en that place, th�re is

the full application of the work qf the cross
the death, th� at�J�1ing death of God's Lamb.
Yes, wpen th� sinner· �ee& tpa,t pe is sick, he
desires the divine Physician ;· when 4e sees that
he is polluted, he desires the cleansing fount that
ca� take �way his pollutipns. That physician
is Je�us; and thatcleansing fount is His precious
blood-which cl�anses the beli(}ving sinner from

. 
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all sin. Call in the divine Physician at once, 
0 sick one ; and wash at once, 0 defiled one, 
in the precious blood of Jesus, and thou art 
whole and cleansed for ever. Then thy cry 
shall be " Blessed be tpe God of all grace, who 
nath made me 1neet to be partaker of the in. 
heritance of the saints in light " Col. i. The 
healing and the cleansing must come before 
you can possibly be saveq. or give thanks, or 
know God as a father. Yes, the sinner, in his 
sins c�nnot possibly be admitted into the family 
of God, or find an entrance into heaven. Look 
well to it, dear friend, that you are healed and 
cleansed. Goq's holine$S must keep out of 
heaven all who die iJ:! their sins. "If ye 
believe not, ye shall die in your sins,'t and 
" whither I go ? ye cannot come n said the 
Saviour ; and His word is true.- Sin can no 
more be admitted into heaven, nor the sinner 
in his sins, than the least bit of sin can 
possibly be found in connection with the charac
ter of God. Then how absolutely necessary 
that you should be pardoned and saved, even 
now. But, believe on the ble�sed Lord Jesus 
Christ who died for sinners on the cross, and 
thou art saved for ever. Remember that thy 
works, thy tears, thy prayers, can in no wise 
save thee.. It is faith, simple faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, that gets all the present and 
eternal results of the cross applied to the soul, 
which is instant and everlasting salvation, and 
association with Jesus in the glory of God, for 
�ver. E. A .
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THE SOWER, THE SEED, AND THE 
SOIL. 

'' The seed ,is tli.e word o.f God. These by the way 
side are they that hea1·. 'l'hen c01netli the devi'l and 
taketh, away the word out of their hearts, lest they 
should believe, and be saved. 

'' They on the rock a1·e they wliich when they hea1· 
recei°'ve the word with Joy ; and these have no root, 
w'1ich for a while believe and in ti�ne of tmnptation fall 
away. 

'' And those wh:i'ch fell among the thorns a1·e tliey 
which when they have lteat·d go f01·th and are choked 
witll, cares and 'riches and pleasures of tl1i":, life, and 
bring no ft·uit to perfection. 

" But those on the good ground a1·e they which, in  an 
honest and good heart, having heard- the word, keep it, 
and bring forth fruit with pat-ience." Luke viii. 12-15.

The simplicity of thii.; parable is beautiful, 
as its wording is divine. With what a graphic 
clear touch has the Lord drawn the picture of 
the sower and his ·work. The eye loves to rest 
upon it· and trace its deep and living accuracy. 
There is nothing forced, nor overdrawn, but 
each stroke, each touch is correct. It is pen. 
cilled by absolute wisdom. It is the work of 
a master-one to whom all things ,vere known, 
who "needed not that any should testify of 
man, for he knew what was in man." 

Himself was the sower-the Word of God 
the seed-the devil and the world the hin
drances. He is the sower still, although not 
on earth, for the prerogative of quickening 
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into life is entrusted to Him. " The Son 
quickeneth whom He will." Again, "the last 
Adam is a life-giving spirit;" and again, 
" Thou bast given Hi1n power over all flesh 
that He should give eternal life to as many as 
thou hast given Him." 

And the -r1·ord of God is still the seed-" that 
" incorruptiiJle seed which liveth and abideth 
for ever," whereby we are "born again," and 
this seed is scattered abroad with the diligent 
and persevering grace of One who " willeth not 
that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance;'' yea, "Who will have 
all men to be saved and come to the know ledge 
of the truth." 

It is upon the reception and retention of this 
seed that blessing depends. Think of the 
unutterable value, dear readers, of- the word 
of God. Without natural seed there could be 
no blade, no ear, no full corn in the ear, no 
harves� ; and without this spiritual seed there 
can be no divine life, no salvation, no heaven. 
Think, too, of the importance of recE.iving 
that seed and keeping it, cherishing it in the 
soul as the producer of such fruit. 

The word of God is His gospel. Now " the 
gospel is the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth to the Jew first and 
also to the Gentile." Its teaching is "concern .. 
ing His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was 
made of the seed of David according to the 
flesh and -declared to be the Son of God with 
po"rer, according to the spirit of holiness, by 
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the resurrection from the dead,'' and "therein 
is the righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith.'' It makes God known as 
Saviour. It tells out, in all its living value, 
the necessity and worth of the death and resur
rection of the Lord Jesus Christ-as the One 
who came according to divine counsels·and met 
the whole question of human ruin and sin ; 
brought in righteousness for the sinner ; and 
told out the love of God as well as Hi� 
power iikewise-wheteby God may now "be 
just and the justifier of him who beli�veth in 
Jesus.'' Precious gospel, welcome gJad tidings, 
flweet story of redeeming love is unfolded here. 
The dark dread judgment of a sin.hating God 
is indeed inade known a.s falling on the Holy 
One who suffered on the Cross, but it is al�o 
anticipated and, for the believer, cleared for 
ever out of the way. Th� whole cup has been 
drained-the whole wrath bas been: borne-· 
and the glory of God now shines forth in the 
countenance of the glorified Saviour. 

Such tidings are now proclaimed far and 
wide. Rich the seed-· wondrous _the fruit; 
but let us mark the kind of reception given to

it. The Lord supplies a four.fbld illustration. 
First-" They by the wayside are they which 
hear, then cometh the devil, and taketh away 
the word out of their hearts l�st they should 
believe and be saved." Notice, "they hear;'' 
they pay outward attention; they are not 
altogether strangers to the word; but the devil 
comes and takes it out of their hearts. Thei.1 
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hearts bad not received it-bad not bidd.en it
the seed only lay on the surface and was there
fore exposed. A little impression might no doubt 
have been made but the influence was small and 
easily erased. Alas that such a prize should 
be surrendered so readily-weli did the devil 
know the result, " they should believe and 
be saved.'' This he effectually hindered. They 
were wayside hearers- interested, but not 
really influenced; arrested for the moment, but 
nothing further; bearing only to forget. 

Of this class it may be said that Felix was one. 
He listened to Paul re�soning of " righteous
ness, temperance and judgment to come;'-nay 
he·'' trembled! " but answered "Go thy way 
for this time, when I have a convenient season 
I will call for thee." And possibly King 
Agrippa was another. "Almost," said he, 
" thou persuadest me to be a Christian ; '' but 
"the King rose up''· ·and went aside, and his 
partial half-hearted persuasion left him still in 
the .power of the devil. ·solemn neglect of the 
word of God. Ob ! to think that a man may 
" tremble'' beneath its living power, or may be 
'' almost persuaded" by its loving appeal, and 
yet refuse it a place _in his heart. So it is, 
nevertheless, and daily we see multitudes who 
in like manner hear, but pass away from under 
the call of the gospel unconvinced, unawakened 
and undisturbed, but, alas! they fall into the 
hands of their watchful enemy, and the pre
cious grain is stolen away which was intended 
for their eternal blessing. How often does a
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soul pass from the place when the word has 
been earnestly preached pricked in his con
science and " almost })ersuaded'' to become a 
Christian, bu� soon as other scenes break upon 
his attention, and other duties call for his care, 
the word is forgotten, the call disregarded, and 
the devil more than gratified. The soul is left 
in a more guilty condition than ever. 

Second, '"They on the rock are they which, 
when they hear, receive the word with joy, and 
these have 1io root, which for awhile believe 
and in time of temptation fall away." In this 
case there is an advance upon the former. 
These receive the ,vord with joy, and for a 
while believe. There are the outward marks 
of reality and the general symptoms of life. 
To _the observer they appear to be actual sub
jects of the work of God. There are joy and 
belief. There is the " tasting the good word of 
God" and it may be a certain amount of dis. 
cipleship as in those, who, offended by the 
word," went back and walked no more with 
Jesus." John vi. 61.66. 

The belief was not a divine work and the joy 
was not that of the Holy Ghost. Devils may 
believe, and feelings of joy may be only natural 
excitement, albeit on the other hand both 
belief and joy are the fruit and work of God's 
spirit in the quickened soul. Still their imita
tion may exist, and in seasons of general 
awakening especially so. "When religion 
walks in silver slippers she has many fol
lowers," says Bunyan, and when it is. only a 
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question of what is to be had and not one of 
conscience, of sin, of ruin, of the claims of 
holiness, of the requirements of God, then the 
offer is readily accepted by a profe�sed faith and 
with a false joy. It is only a question of self, 
and the soul says, " Lord give me this ,vater 
that I thirst not, neither come hither to dra,v" 
-or "Lord evermore give us this bread."
But times of trial, of temptation, of persecu.
tion follo,v. The soul's protestations are put
to the test; it finds that the word is a cause of
offence and it sinks. The word was "received
for the joy, and given up for the trouble."
" These have no root.'' Their sho,v is all out
ward. They resemble the five foolish virgins.
They turn out in the end to be but empty pro
fessors, and tarnish the name of Christianity
with backsliding and apostacy. These are blots
in the page of Church history. "In the time
of temptation they fall aiuay."

Third; " That which fell among the thorns 
are they whiBh, when they have beard, go forth 
and are ohol�ed with cares and riches and 
pleasures of this life and bring no fruit to per
fection.'' .A. still further advance. These 
hear and go forth to produce fruit, but the soil 
is weedy and unclean, and the seed is choked. 
There is the Remblance of fruit, yet it is not 
perfect. " Care" on the one hand, with its 
corroding depressing load-its poverty, its 
drudgery, its innumerable claims, and 
"plea.sure" on the other, with its lightness, its 
thoughtlessness, its folly succeed in blighting 
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the seed-whilst riches with their pride vote 
the word a burden and its calls to self-denial a 
plague-and therefore treat it with contempt. 
Anyhow, whether by cares or riches or plea .. 
sures the seed is choked and no fruit is pro
duced. Imperfection stamps everything. 
'' Labour not for the meat that perisheth," said 
the Lord to many to whom that labour 
perhaps was the one all engrossing pursuit of 
life to the exclusion of all search for that 
bread which endureth unto,, life everlasting 
which He, the Son of Man, should give-·whilst 
riches or the love of them prove equally de
structive to others. Thus we read of Balaam 
who '' loved the wages of unrighteousness," 
and in a later day of •Judas · who sold his 
master for " thirty pieces of sil vet.'' And 
lastly we are warned against professors of 
Christianity who are "lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God,'' and from such to i, turn 
a·way." 

Terrible is the effect of these thorns of care, 
riches and pleasures of the ·world in one or 
other of its aspects upon this precious seed. 
How easily is it hindered. 

Fourth, "But that on the good ground are 
they which, in a� honest and good heart; _haying 
heard the word keep it, and bring forth fiuit 
with patience. And now we have the only 
case that is satisfactory-and what a · red un
dancy of words is used by the Lord to describe 
it. The heart is honest and good," made so, 
no doubt, by grace and prepared for the recep-
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tion of the word,-then the word is lcept and 
fruit brought forth with patience. Here the 
devil is resisted, nor allowed to take away the 
seed; the soil is deep and the roots stril�e down; 
cares nor riches nor pleasure are allowed to 
hinder the development of the growth of the 
fruit, but "patient continuance in well doing" 
mark the quality of the work within. Plen. 
teous fruit is the result. 'Thu·s Mary received 
and retained the word. She sat at Jesus feet 
and heard His word and in the end she 
anointed Him for his burial. So Paul heard 
effectually, counted all things loss for Christ, 
pressed toward the mark for the prize, finish�d 
his course with joy, and awaited his crown of 
righteousness. 

How wonderful are the effects of the word 
of God. It is the most influential power on 
earth, it is the sword of the Spirit; it claims 
the attention of men; it rules their destiny;· 
it commands their fears ; it implants their 
joys ; it sways their course; it regulates their 
life; it is their friend or their foe, their delight 
or their terror, �heir reprieve or their death 
warrant ; it is despised, it is esteemed, it is 
thrust aside, it is cherished, it is in short the 
t�st of the spiritual state of man. Hence, when 
a certain womap. 9f the company lifted up 
her voice and said unto Him-" Blessed is the 
womb that bare thee and the paps that thou 
hast sucked," He said, " Yea, RATHER blessed 
are they that HEAR THE w ORD OF Gon .A:ND 
KEEP Pl.1." J. W. S. 
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SAVED AND HAPPY. 

How unhappy should I be, 
Could I not, 0 Father, see 
All my guilt and sin forgiven, 
And my title sure for heaven. 

Could tber·e be a question raised, 
Sad ·were J; yet be thou praised! 
Tha.t n1y title is in blood, 
Written by thy band, 0 God. 

Thou who gavest Thy Son to die, 
On the cross in agony, 
For my sin, and in my stead, 
Raised Him from amongst the dead. 

There He lives ! my sin is gone ! 
Satan conquered! lite is won; 
I believe it! all is mine, 
Sa viou!, Jesus, I am Thine ! 

Sad no Ion ger can I be, 
Since Thee, Lord, in heaven I see ; 
Proof my sin is all forgiven, 
And my title's sure for heaven. 

A. M.
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NOT JERUSALEM, Burr JESUS t
(See 1 I(i'ngs viii., 41-43. And A.cts viii., 26-40.) 

In the first portion of Scripture to which I 
would call the Reader's attention, we have 
brought before us a bright moment' in Israel's 
history. Solomon is on the throne of his father 
David ; the Temple has been completed, and 
" the glory of the Lord " has filled it. Solo�on 
is standing before '' the altar of the Lord "' in 
prayer. After having made supplication 
respecting the people of Israel, he praJys for 
"the stranger that is not of thy people Israel, 
but cometh out of a far country for thy name's 
sal,re (for they shall hear of thy great name, 
and of thy strong hand, and of thy stretched
out arm), when he shall come and pray towards 
this house. Hear, thou in heaven, thy dwell
ing place, and do according to all that the 
stranger calleth to thee for, ;that �11 people of 
the· earth may know thy name, to fear thee, 
as do thy people Israel, and that they may 
know that this house, ,vhich I have h,�ilded, is 
called by thy name." This prayer of S'olomon's 
was th us laid before · the Throne of God in 
heaven, His dwelling-place. And although 
that house in its glory had passed away and 
another had taken its place, yet, iri the second 
Scripture referred to, we get an answer to the 
prayer, after a,n interval of more iha.n a thou. 
sand ye-ar8. 
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But, "one day is with the Lord as a tlhousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day." 

In the 8th chapter of the 1st of Kings the 
prayer is uttered ; and in the 8th of Acts the 
.prayer is answered, according to the integrity 
of the hea.rt of God, and the subject of it guided 
by the skilfulness of His bands into the way 
of blessing. There are three prominent per
sons brought before us in "this latter Scrip
tµre :-

First, the Servant. 
Seconq, the Sinner. 
Thi:rd, tba Saviour. 

On each of these I would dwell a little. But 
only as they serve to illustrate one grand pro .. 
minent thought, v.:iz., God's interest in an 
individual soul! First, then, let us look at 
_the Servant. Philip is a beautiful e�ample 
of what a servant should be ; and what I am 
.about to add respecting Philip, is exclu$ively 
for those who have "peace with God, through 
our Lord J_esus. Christ/' and are thus at 
rest in His holy presence, for only �uoh 9.a.:p. 
truly .serve. Phtlip was at Samaria iu the 
midst of much blessing from the Lord; " �nd 
there was great joy in that city." He has no 
plans of his own, but is directly under th.e e,on
trol of his Master in heaven. He is serving 
Christ in " preaching Christ." "And th� 
angel of the Lord spake . unto P4ilip, saying, 
Arise and go towards the South, -qnto the way 
that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, 
which is desert.'' 
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Instructions coqJd not be more simple _or de.

cisive, "Arise and go toward the South, &c.'' 
Mark the response! "And he arose and went." 
A servant is responsible only to obey. He had 
received his instructions fro1n the Lord, and, 
whatever be may leave behind him in Samaria, 
he could say, The Lord knows best, I will arise 
and go. " As the eyes of servants look unto 
the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a 
maiden unto the hand of her mistress, so our 
eyes wait upon the Lord our God.'' This is the 
true position for the servant, in every age and 
in every circumstance. 

I would now call the Reader's attention to 
the second person, already · referred to, vii., 
the Sinner,. brought before us in the person 
of the Eunuch. "Behold

1 
a man of Ethiopia, 

an Eunuch of gre�t authority under Candace, 
Queen of the EtQiopians, who bad the charge of 
all her treasure, and had come to J ernsalem 
for to worship� was returning.''' This is all 
that is told us of the previous history of tqis 
interesting mau. He had lived in a far 
coqntry, surrou!lded by idolatry,-doubtless, 
he was in th� piidst of all that could make this 
life pleas:tnt and ea�y, inasmuch as Scripture 
tells us, he was a, man of "great authority/' 
occupying a post of honour ip. the Court of the 
Queen of Ethiopiflt. But in that distant land pa
heard of Jehovah'� " great name/' of His 
" strong hand," and of His "stretched:-out 
'l.rm," and �he· report of "t,he living and the 
true God,'' had thus brought into hi':> �oul a 
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yearning for that which the gods of Ethiopia 
could not give him. He had everything for 
the present, but had nothing for Eternity; 
�d the gods of Ethiopia could not help him. 

�Iy Reader must remember that God once had a. 
place of distinct blessing on the earth; and, 
notwithstanding Israel's terrible failure, until 
the Messiah came, and was rejected, JeruEalem 
was the recognised centre of earthly blessing. 
The Eunuch, therefore, naturally connected the 
blessing of Jehovah_ with His House at J eru
salem. But how many difficulties and obstacles 
Jlad to be overcome before he could approach 
its sacred courts, Scripture bas not told us; 
this much we may safely conclude : there were 
difficulties of no ordinary character resulting 
from the high office which he held,· and then 
there was Satan opposing, in every way he could, 
the journey of this man from tLe place of 
·Gentile darkness to the City of Jehovah's bless-
ing. But there came a moment in the history

· of the Eunuch that may be truly termed the
turning-point: when, in the presence of all the
dangers and difficulties of the way, he decided

to go to Jerusalem! What a sight for heaven!
What an obj"ect to the • ridic:ule of men in
Ethiopia! And what an object for the hatred
and power of Satan? Every movement of his
heart in its longings toward Jerusalem gave
its own delight to the living God. The necessary
preparations for the long and wearisome
journey-all, all-were watched with interest
from above, with dark suspicion fro1n beneath.

256 



NO r JEH,USALEM, BUT JESUS! 

0£ the details of that journey we have no ac.

count. But this much we know: at last he neared 
the spot around which his hopes had centered. 

Can you not, beloved Reader, imagine that 
stranger, from" a far co11ntry," as he approached 
the walls of the sacred city, delighting in the 
thought, that at length he had reached the 
haven of his desire 1 The record of Scripture 
is extremely brief respecting his visit. It 
merely states he " had come to Jerusalem for 
to worship, and was returning." And ,vhy is 
the rec.ord so briefly given 1 I will tell you' 
he was too late /01· the blessing at Jerusalem! 
"Too late," you say 1 "What do you mean 1" I 
will tell you. JESlJS, the Son of .David, the 
Son of God, had been in Jerusalem before him. 
His sacred feet bad trodden the courts of the 
house of the Lord ; which, in the beginning of 
His n1inistry, He bad fully owned as His 
Father's house (John ii.) But the people of 
Israel had refused to receive Him, "He came 
unto His own, and His own received Him not." 
He brought in His own Person light into the 
world, and they would not have it, "because 
their deeds were evil." The Person of the Son 
of God they cotild not tolerate in their midst ; 
and the unrebuked enmity of their hearts led 
them at last to be His "betrayers �nd mur
derers,'' Acts vii. 52. Outside the City of 
Jerusalem,. in the place called Calvary, "there 
they crucified Him," Luke xxii. 33. But ere 
He left the city for the last time, He said,'· 0, 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem, thou that kill est the 
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prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto 
thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not ! 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." 
From this Scripture, beloved Reader, you will

notice, the Lord no longer owns the temple at 
Jerusalem as His Father's house. He says, 
" Your house is left unto you desolate." 

I would entreat, the Reader to give these 
words his most careful attention. They 
demand very serious consideration, inasmuch as 
there is a principle of truth wrapped up in 
them, which professing Christianity at large 
has entirely lost sight of. Let me explain 
what I mean. God had, as I have �lready 
stated, a place of distinct blessing on the earth, 
the centre of which was His house at J eru. 
salem; but over that once favoured spot, the 
Son of God bas ·written, "Desolation! " 

There are two great systems around us to
day. The one is the moral system, called" the 
world,''-a system that has grown up by man's 
departure from God : over this, the Lord has 
written "Judgment!" (John xii. 31.) The 
other system is that of an earthly religion
such Judaism was, a divinely ordained syste1n 
of religion, with an earthly temple and. magni
ficent ceremonial : over this the Lord has 
written "Desolation!" So that, apart from 
creation, all around that can meet the eye of 
my Reader is resting under this two-fold dec�a
ration of the Son of God. You may tell me I
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am seeking to draw ,a dismal picture. Well, be 
it so ; for I grant most fully, that as far as the 
world and worldly religion go, the prospect is 
as dismal as death! 

Now, let us return to the Eunuch,-he has 
been to the " desolate house,'' and was return
ing. Think you, beloved Reader, that God is 
going to allow this soul to return to Ethiopia 
without the blessing he had so earnestly sought; 
going to let him return as he came, unfilled ? 
Not so ; the Eunuch was an earnest man, and 
on his way home to that distant land of Ethiopia 
he is still in the search of that which his heart 
so deeply 1 craved; he is found sitting in his 
chariot, reading the Scriptures. Whether he 
got them at Jerusalem, or had them in his pos
session before he left Ethiopia, Scripture does 
not tell us; but now that he has them, one 
thing is most evident, he deeply valued them. 
Not like many a Obristl.ess professor in this 
day, who reads a chapter only on a Sunday, 
and gives the greater part of his spaire time 
during the week to the novel, or tlie newspaper 
-the Eunuch was not a man of this kind ; a
shower of rain will keep such people away from
a gospel preaching, but the eunuch crosses a
desert in the search of that which tens of thou
sands around treat with utter neglect. And
now, on his homeward journey, he is '' in the
way '' to get the blessing.

Here we have again brought before us, th� 
servant, who is on the right spot, at the right 
moment. How bea,utiful are God's ways l 
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" His every act J)ure blessing is, 
His path unsullied light." 

The Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and.join 
thyself to this chariot." The servant is ready: 
"instant in season and out of season." " And 
Philip ran thither to him,"-on the part of the 
servant there is no -questioning; nothing but 
hearty and ready obedience. 

The Eunuch was reading aloud, from the fifty
third chapter of the prophet Isaiah. Philip 
::isks. "Understandest thou what thou readest 1 
And he said, How can I, except some man 
should guide me 1 And he desired Philip that 
he would go up and sit with him." Philip 
has not left Sa,maria in vain; the living God 
well knew the need of this precious soul, and 
sends His servant to minister the needed 
blessing. Such, beloved Reader, is His

inte1
rest in the welfare of the souls of men. 

(1 Timothy, ii. 4.) 
" The place of the scripture wh_ich he read 

was. this, He was led as a sheep to the 
slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his 
shearer, so opened he not his mouth : in his 
humiliation his judgment was taken away: and 
who shall declare his generation 1 for his life 
is taken from the earth. And the Eunuch 
answerei Philip, and said, I pray thee, of 
whom speaketh the prophet this 1 of himself, 
or of some other man 1 " My reader, could 
ignorance be greater 1 He was reading the 
prophecy respecting the suff�rings and the 
humiliation of the blessed Son of God ; and he 
knew it not. He was truly an ignorant man, 
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but he was not ashamed to own it. Reality 
and pride do not go together ; but unreality 
and hypocrisy are ever twin companions. 
Where the soul is real, ignorance is no barrier 
to blessing. And I do most earnestly desire 
to impress the soul of my Reader with the fact, 
there is such a thing as deep, divine, eternal 
blessing! Do you ask, where is it to be found 1 
I answer ; Not at Jerusalem, but in Jesus ! 
"And Philip opened his mouth, and began at 
the same scripture, and preached unto him 
JESUS " ! Here, then, ,ve have brought before 
us the third person already referred to, viz:
the Saviour r And if I have drawn a dark and 
dismal picture of everytbing around, I would 
now seek to bring before you a bright and a 
blessed contrast: a gloricvs scene of unfading 
brightness; a home above, on which "desola. 
tion" never will be written ; and a Person 
there, in whom "dwe1leth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily." That scene is the glory 
of God; that Person is Jesus, the Son of God; 
refused on earth by man, nailed to the accursed 
tree, and buried in a sepulchre. He was raised 
from among the dead by the glory of the 
Father." (Romans iv. 6.) "He -we�t up into 
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God ; 
angels and authorities and powers being made 
subject unto Him." (1 Peter iii. 22.) It was 
the person of Jesus, the Son of God, that Philip 
thus announced to the Eunuch. He presented 
Him as a present resting place for his soul ; 
and as a source of everlasting joy. 
. We find from Scripture, that the Eunuch, in 
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truth, received Him as a Saviour; and, having 
owned His claims by b_aptism,he goes on his way, 
rejoicing. . His back is on Jerusalem certainly ; 
but his face is now toward the glory ,of God: 
(1. Peter v. 10.) By the instrumentality of 
the servant, this sinner has been directed to 
the Saviour in heaven, Jesus Uhrist, who is 
the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever! 
The Eunuch haf3 learned from the lips of Philip, 
the story of the Saviour's cross and sh�me. 
"He preached unto him, Jesus." Who can 
tell out all that is wrapped up in that most 
wondrous name ? 

" Jesus ! how much Thy name unfolds 
To every open'd ear; 

The pardon'd sinner's memory holds 
None other half so dear. 

Jesus,-the One who· knew no sin; 
Maile sin to make us just; 

Able art Thou our love to win, 
Worthy of all our trust." 

Has He not a claim upon the confidence of 
your heart, beloved. Reader 1 Who has .. such a 
claim as the One that died for you 1 You may 
exclaim, What ! died for me 1 Yes, for you. 
Man in his wickedness nailed Him to the cross. 

" Thy love by man so sorely tried, 
Proved stronger than the grave; 

The very spear that pierced Thy side 
Drew forth the blood to save." 

It "\\ as upon the cross that God, in His love 
to the sinner, gave His only Son to bear the 
judgment that was due to sin (2 Cor. v. 21). 

I 
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And He, on His part, took the place of the 
willing victim, and thus " tasted death for every 
man" (Heb. ii. 9). And having brought glory 
to God in the place of judgment, He comes 
forth from the grave, bringing " life ano. in.

corruptibility to light through the Gospel." 
He was crucified through weakness, yet He 
liveth by the power of God. Never was there 
such a display of weakness as at the cross; 
never was there such a display of po,wer 
as at His resurrection. Reader, do you 
know this wondrous Person in heaven 1 
Have you owned His claim • upon you 
and confided to Him the keeping of your 
priceless soul 1 You know whether you have 
or not. The language of confiding faith is : 
"I know whom I have believed, and am per
suaded that He is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto Him against that day '' 
(2 Tim. i. 12). I warn you against trusting 
aught but Christ. We are living in a day 
when men are busily engaged in rearing places 
attractive to the eye, and seeking to fill them 
with sounds that shall captivate the ear ; but 
on all this system of things the Lord Jesus 
Christ has w:ritten "Desolation." May you, 
in your heart and soul, turn away from the 

� 
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places on earth to the Person m heaven, and 
say to Him,-
" Jesus, I do trust Thee,-trust without a doubt. 

Whosoever cometh, Thou wilt not cast out. 
Faithful is Thy promise, precious is Thy blood, 
These my soul's salvation, Thou, my Saviour, 

God.' 1 E· .. P. C.
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Some years since I was J)assing ear I y one 
morning down one of the main thoroughfares 
of Edinburgh, when I noticed numbers of people 
hastening rapidly in the direction in which I 
was going. The cause of the unusual stir I had 
no need to enquire, for just then the road made 
a bend, and full in view was a large crowd 
gathered_ before a house on fire. She�ts of flame 
leapt out of the windows, and dense volumes of 
smoke were rolling forth from the first floor. 

Technically speaking, the burning house, itself 
the. centre of a Row, was ".A 1st Flat'' and, 
fortunately or not as tbe case may have been, 
the tenants were out at the time. For the sake 
of my readers who are not acquainted with the 
" Flat" system of building houses, I may say 
that the house in question and two above it

entered from the street by a stair common to 
them all-each house having its own door 
opening into the stair at various levels. This 
being so, ingress to, or egress from flats No. 2 
and 3 can only be had by passing the door of 
No. 1, which really answers to the drawing .. 
room floor of an a;rdinary house-the ground .. 
floor being usually, as in this case, a shop. 

Drawing near the scene, I saw at a glance 
what was the state of matters. Neither Fire 
Engine, Fire Escape, Fire man nor Fire Ladder 
were as yet at hand, while at the open windows 
of flat No. 2, stood two females-an aged 
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woman and her daughter. Theirdishevelledstate, 
and general attire told that from their slumber 
they had been awakened by the cry of "Fire," 
only to find the floor beneath their feet in flames 
-their house filled with choking smoke, and
the comn1on stairs by which they sought escape,
a miniature crater through which it ·were hope
less to attempt to pass.

Baulked in their efforts to leave by the stairs, 
at the windows they now appeared in company, 
uttering distressing shrieks of fright, and im
plGring help from the populace beneath. A 
fearful agony was on the face of each as they 
cried and looked in vain for help from below. 
True, the help of Fire-men and �adders had been 
sought, but they were long in coming. At 
such a time each moment seems an age 1 

It was a touching sight, as side by sfde they 
stood,-themselves utterly belpless,-while the 
devouring flame below seemed only to mock 
their agony, and ·with lurid blaze ever and 
anon leapt madly forth and up from the 
window directly beneath them, as though it 
would gladly devour them where they stood, 
or drive them back to suffocation. The breeze 
was fresh, and the snow white.hair of the terror. 
stricken mother was waving wildly .in the air, 
a strange contrast to the black smoke and 
lambent flames around. Al together it was a 
weird and painful sight. 

Just then a cheer rang forth from the crowd, 
and, looking higher than the women, I saw 
that some kindly workmen had, by another 
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common stairs, managed to get on to the roof, 
carrying with them a slender rope. To fasten 
it round a stack of chimneys-fortunately in a 
direct line behind the open window-was the 
work of a minute or two, and then, giving the 
rope a coil, and a well directed fling over the 
eaves of the house, right down in front of the 
terrified and now surprised women (for they 
expected no help from above) fell, their only 
way of escape. Loud hurrahs greeted the 
providers of this way of salvation, while cries 
of" Lay hold of the Rope"-" Come do,vn by 
the Rope'' indicated plainly to the unfortunate 
pair what they were expected to do. A. way of 
escape having been provided by others, they 
were expected, and urged at once to avail 
themselves of it. How right, and how simple 
this judgment ; do you not agree with it 
Reader1 

Quick as thought, I saw the wo!llen lay hoid 
of the rope; but. now the question arose, who 
should go first-in other words, who had faith 
to trust this slender J?leans of safety. From 
where I stood I could note an altercationasto who 
should first avail herself of it, and some minutes 
I think must have elapsed-while encouraging 
and hastening words rose thickly from below
" Make baste "-" Don't waste time "-You 
may safely trust it '' &c. &c. .A.t length the 
mother gained het point ; she was stout and 
heavy-it might not sustain her-the daughter 
was thin and fragile-she might safely trust it. 
A mother's love, I doubt not, was under and 
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behind all-a love only eclipsed by a Saviour's. 
The daughter took the rope in both her hands 
and got on to the window -sill. The crowd 
held its breath. The rope was pulled on first 
to see if it held on above. All right. The 
35 or 40 feet beneath was looked at. The rope 
was long enough. She is convinced of the 
points-it is long enough, and it is strong 
enough, and yet she lingers. I saw the reason 
why; when just about to launch away, do11bts 
and fears evidently ro£e, and by the heels of 
her boots she clung to the raised sill. This 
lasted a moment, and then, with instinctive 
love, the mother gave her a push, and fairly 
forth she swung. 

Descending too rapidly her hands "fired," 
and, while still some distance from the ground, 
she let go the rope and fell. Fearing .. this 
event, some strong men bad gathered under
neath, and into their arms she tumbled, receiv
ing no harm .whatever. The mother, encouraged 
by her child's success, and learning by her fall 
not to be too hasty in her descent, now com. 
mitted herself to the trusty rope, and hand 
under hand slowly coming down, was soon by 
her daughter's side, right thankful for the rope 
from above . 

.At the time, and since I have often thought 
how this scene illustrates, the state of man as a 
sinner, and the dealings of God with him in

grace. Man has sinned, and his sin has placed 
him in a position of imminent danger. "All 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
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God " (Roµi. iii. 23.) This word includes you 
and me, dear Reader. Further : " The wages 
of sin is death '' (Rom. vi. 23.) .A.nd again, 
God speaks thus: " It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment " (Heb. 
ix. 27.) As to what this judgment is which
overtakes the dead, we are left in no doubt
whatever. Hear God's testimony, "I saw the
dead, small and great, stand before God ; and
the books were opened : and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works.
. . . And whosoever was not found written in
the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.''
(Rev. xx. 12, 15.)

Here we are told the final doom of the dead. 
They have no life suited to God. "Dead in 
sins" delineates their time condition. "Eternal 
life, the gift of God,'' they cared not then to ac. 
cept; hence their _eternal condition corresponds 
to their time state. Solemn truth ! The actions 
of life bring forth fruit for·eternity. Read what 
follows: " But the fearful (i.e., cowards-those 
who are afraid or ashamed to trust and confess 
Christ), and unbelieving (those who are avowed 
infidels and scoffers, though outw�rdlymoral and 
well.b�haved-and is it not notable that these 
two classes should head the list 1) and the abom
inable, and murderers, and w horemongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake which butneth with 
fire and brimstone : which is the second death '' 
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(Rev. xxi. 8). I know men scoff at these 
solemn words of God. This does not make 
them less real or terrible, but only manifests 
the folly of the .human heart, which refuses to 
believe God's testimony as to its present guilty 
and godless state, and future equally godless 
condition for eternity, and despises the ·way of 
salvation which God in His grace has provided. 

The women I have written of ·were in as 
much danger while asleep and unconscious of 
it, as when fully alive to their critical state. Is 
your case different, 0 unsaved ·Reader 1 Not 
one whit. 

But perhaps you bow to God's Word, and 
seeing your guilt and sin, tremble in view of 
'' judgment to come.'' It is well with you if 
so, and better still if you are willing to take 
God's way of salvation. He it is who alone 
can save. He bas, so to speak, let down a rope 
f1"om above, long and strong enough to meet 
any and ·every sinner's case, no matter how 
many or heavy his sins may be. Christ is 
God's way of escape from the lake of fire, and 
if you ·would escape the due. reward of your 
deeds, my Friend, you must trust to Him. 

"Lay hold of the rope," said the cro-,Yd, 
}Jreaching a suited gospel to the women. '' Lay 
hold of Christ," say I. "This is n1y beloved Son, 
hear Hirn," says God the Father. "I am the 
way, the truth, and the life. Come unto me," 
says Jesus. '' Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the ·world ... , He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he 
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that believeth not the Son shall not see life : but 
the wrath of God abideth on him,'' says John the 
Baptist. " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved," say Paul and Silas. 
"Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God" says Peter, the :fisherman. '' Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins'' says John, the Evangelist. "He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities : the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed " says Isaiah, the Prophet. " Blessed 
are all they -that put their trust in him " says 
David, the Psalmist-king. What a cloud of 
witnesses to His worth! He has come do,vn 
to save-it has all come from His own side-and 
is it not strange that sinners will not trust 
Himl 

Dear Reader, if you still have your heels 
hooked qn to some window sill of feelings or 
hesitancy, oh, let me give you the,push just now 
that shall cause you simply and sweetly to trust 
the Lord Jesus. 

Fear not that you will fall. He will hold 
you up-the rope will not break, and His 
grasp of you-when once you commit yourself 
to Rim-will never unloose ; and He will 
land you in glory as the fruit of His work on 
the Cross for you. 

W. T. P. W. 
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THE PEOPL:m 
WHICH SAT IN DARKNESS 

SAW GREAT LIGHT. 

A WARNING ACCEPTED. 

Some years ago a young man was one even
ing hurrying to catch the last train from W--. 
He was many miles distant from London, where 
he had business early the next morning. Just 
as be arrived at the station he heard the train 
come in : he ran down the steps, put his stick 
to the door to prevent the porter shutting it, 
who said, "Too late, sir,'' and closed the door. 
Bolt after bolt was fastened, every light put 
out-the last train gone. The young man 
knew not what to do, and while standing there 
the thought came into his mind with terrible 
force, " What if it is thus with me at last when 
Christ comes, if I find I am just too late, and 
see the last hope gone, and I am left in dark
ness for ever.'' The thought made him shudder; 
nor could he get rid of it. " But," suggested 
Satan, " how do you know th� blood of Jesus 
is of any avail now 1 Jesus is not here to save 
you.'' In despair he threw open his Bible, 
and his eye rested on the 20th verse of John 
xvii : " Neither pray I for these alone, but 
for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word.'' These were the words 
of Jesus, and they were enough. Light entered 
into the young man's soul; he could shut the 
Book, and kneel down and thank the Lord for 
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saving him, and to this day never a doubt has 
he had as to his acceptance. 

HEALED BY HIS STRIPES. 

A poor man was dying in Paris. Severn,l 
tin1es the clergyman had been to see him, and 
had read prayers for the sick, and told hi1n 
what a great sinner he was. But ·the clergy
man 9-id not know of God's love to sinners, 
therefore all he said only made the poor man 
m_ore miserable. The visit was repeated several 
tin1es, but the sick man received no comfort,, 
but could only moan out about the weight of 
his sins. One Sunday morning he sent his 
little child to fetch the clergyman on his way 
from church. ". It is no use for me to go," 
said he; '' your father never seems any better." 
'' Oh, sir," answered the child, "father said I 
was not to go back without you.'' " Well, I'll 
take my sermon to read to him,'' and be fol
lowed the child. He found the poor man 
almost dist.:racted about his soul. " I've brought 
my sermon to read to you," said the clergyman, 
and hQ began reading the text, that beautiful 
one in Isaiah 53rd chapter, 5th verse: "But 
he was ·wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastise
ment of our peace was upon him, and with 
his stripes we are healed." 

"Hold," called out the dying man," read that 
again, sir; 'Wounded for our transgressions.' 
Then He was wounded for.mine! I have it!" be 
exclaimed starting up; " 'bruised for my ini. 
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quities.' Why did not you tell me that before, 
sir 1 but I have it now, thank God. I am 
saved." That night he fell asleep in full 
assurance-resting on the work of Christ. 

The day following, the clergyman called on a 
friend and asked what there was in that Scripture 
more than another. "Why,'' said his friend, 
who was a believer in the Lord, '' this verse 
contains the whole Gospel. Now I pray you 
believe it. Can you say, 'He was wounded for 
my transgressions. The Son of God bore my 
sins in His own body on the tree' 1" "I see," 
exclaimed the clergyman. "how blind I have 
been all along ; kno"ring the Scripture with 
my head, and not believing it with my heart." 
Next Lord's Day his congregation were amazed 
at t.he intensely earnest way in which he 
preached; still more so when he told them 
that he had been a blind leader, but that now 
God's grace had shone into his heart, that now 
he was a new creature in Christ Jesus, and 
begged them all to trust Him as their Saviour. 

FOR WHOM DID JESUS DIE 1 

Not long since the Gospel was preached 
under a rail way arch in the East-end of London; 
the love of Jesus to poor sinners for w hoµi He 
shed His precious blood was presented. After
wards some of the hearers were spoken to separ
ately. Amongst them was an old man of seventy 
five,whose heartseemed untouched by the glorious 
tidings of God's salvation. On being asked if he 
believed in the Lord Jesus, he replied, " Do you
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believe all that's in the Bible 1 " " Oh, yes." 
"Do you believe that the sun would stand still 
at the bidding of man 1 '' referring to the 10th 
chapter of Joshua. " Oh, yes,'' replied the 
sp�aker. After spe�king for some time, 
he ask�d a friep.d to talk to him, pf whom he 
as}red the �arµe questions ; " But,'' said th� 
second spe.aker, " I can tell you of something 
more wonderful." "What is that 1" asked the 
old man in astonishment. " When the One 
who made the �un stand still stood still Himself 
at the cry of a poor blind beggar, a.nd, more 
than that, He gave him his sight, and He will 
give you sight now, will save you -now, if you 
will only tr-q�t Him.'' 

Tp.ree weeks after
1 

the g�ntleman who ·first 
�pok� was again µnd�f th� ar94, a11d saw th� 
olq. man peering aboi1t, looking at the texts of 
Scripture on the walls. God had, by His 
Spirit, been working in the old man's heart, 
and be could get no rest, so had come again. 
He wa� lppking at the text, '' Christ Jesus came 
iiito the world to save sinners." The gentle
man just whispered in his e�:r, "Christ died 
for sinp.ers,'' wh�µ, to his astonishment, tpe old 
m�n jump�d :roun�, a�d, smiting his side, cried, 
'' And for- me, and for me. I see it now--for 

I 

??1,e." Oh, the joy of his hef!,rt t9 se� that Jesus 
died for him ! '' T:tie ent:ranc� of Thy Word 
givetp. iight," �:nd as the liglit :fl�shed on his 
soul, he 9ould see hirp��lf a sin:p.er, therefore the 
yery one fpr w ho1:9 Jesus p.ied. 

Let" me ask you, R�ader, Do you know 
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yourself a, sinner before God 1 God says, 
"There is none that doeth good; no, not one." 
Do not delude yourself with the thought that 
because you have lived a pretty good life God 
will save you. An old soldier of eighty-nine 
told me the other day that be had never done 
anyone any harm; no one could say a word 
against him; he always went to church on 
Sunday; had a good coat to his back; always 
paid bis rent, and had enough money to pay for 
his funeral! Think you he could plead that 
be£ ore God 1 No, indeed ! He could stand 
there i;n no coat of his own-nothing short of 
God's righteousness would �vail him, or you 
either, dear Reader, in God's presence. 

H0W BLESSING T�A VELS. 

Amongst the girls of my class who came to 
me on the Lord's Day afternoon was a nice, 
bright-looking young servant. She bad been 
brought by her sister, one who had found peace 
by believing. I was interested in the young 
girl, who always knew her Scripture and 
hymns so well ; but she had an anxious look 
,on her face, which made me speak to her pri
vately once or twice. One afternoon it was 
very wet, and I did not think it would be any 
use going out, as no�e of the girls would come 
in such weather; but I felt I must go. Whep_ 
I arrived, there was but tpis young servant. 
Now, thought I, God has a message to this dear 
girl this afternoon. After we had talked a 
little, she told me she was very unhappy, for 
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she knew she was a great sinner, but did not 
know how to believe in Jesus. I read to her 
the word of the Lord in Isaiah, 1st chapter, 
18th verse, that the Lord said, "Come now and 
let us reason together ; '' the Lord of life and 
glory wishing in His great love to reason with 
a sinner. " Though your sins be as scar let, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool.'' I 
told her that it was '� not by works of righteous. 
ness ·which we have done, but according to His

me1�cy, he saved u�." And while kneeling 
before the Lord, asking Him �o send light into 
her heart, the light came, and she got up a 
saved soul. No mistake about it, her face 
beamed. 

"Oh," she said, "while I was asking to be 
saved, something made me feel saved. I 
un<lerst:tnd now what it is to believe.'' Since 
then her mother has been brought to the Lord. 
This daughter wrote to her, telling her, with a 
full heart, what great things �he �ord bad done 
for her, and begging her also to come to the 
Saviour-quoting the verse, " Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest." The letter was put by, but the 
mother could not get such an invitation out of 
her mind. One evening she felt very weary, 
and thought she would look at that letter again. 
I'm weary and heavy laden, sure enough, 
said she, so I think I'll just come, and she 
knelt down and asked God to show her how; 
and do you think He refused 1 No. His 
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'' MY WORD SHALL NOT RETURN UNTO ME "\TOID. 

loving heart was rejoiced by another coming to 
trust Him, and He gave her the desired rest. 
Reader, He only waits to give you all you 
need. Life, joy, peace, the hope of glory, yea, 
Hiinself, and in Him we have everything. 
Come, then, now. 

M. J.E. B.

___ ,, ____ _

" �1:Y WORD SHALL NOT RETURN 
UNTO ME VOID." 

This precious promise was brought forc�bly 
to 1nind, when calling on a poor Christian 
woman, some months ago, living in a rural 
district in the County of Bucks. 

After the first few salutations, she said, " Oh, 
I must tell you my joy this week, it bas· ·so 
cheered n1e up ! What good may not a little 
word do!'' 

I wondered what she could_ mean. She went 
on to tell me about a poor ragged, shoeless man 
who had come to her house begging, about seven 
or eight years ago. As she was giving him a 
piece of bread, his eye fell on a text of Scrip
ture hung on the wall, which I had given her. 
' ' As for me and rniy house, we will serve the 
Lord.'' 

This brought from him a volley of abuse on 
Christians, or ¥ethodists, as he styled them, 
saying, '' Ah, I see you are one of them," to 
,vbich. she replied, " Thank God I am, and I 
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hope, my friend, when you come again, God will 
have changed yo-µr wicked heart, for remember 
His word says,' He that believetb shall be saved, 
but he that believeth not shall be damned.'"

This only made him more angry, as he went 
off uttering fresh oaths and imprecations against 
the person whom the Lord had chos�n as one 
of His instruments of mercy in the salvation of 
his precious soul, although he knew it not. 

Years passed on, and the circumstance. was 
well-nig4 forgotten by the family, when three 
days before my vi�it to her; a respectably 
dressed man appeared at.her door. He entered 
smiling, saying, " Don't you remember me, and 
my abusing you about the 'Metho_dist�,'-but 
now, praise the Lord, He has used them in 
ble�sing to my soul l Where's your text on 
the wall, (it having been rem�ved, from its 
soiled and torn condition,) 'As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.' And don't you 
remember that solemn passage you said to me 
in part�ng, ' He that believeth shall be _saved, 
_and he t4at believe.th not shall be damned.' Oh. 
how that word rang in my ear:s afterwards 1 '' 

For some little time tpey sat weeping for joy, 
when he proceeded to tell her how the TJord had 
met with him. 

In $Orne part of the country, one Sµnday 
afternoon, he had been present at some open
air preaching, which recalled to him more 
vividly than ever the words of the poor woman. 
He went home, but could not sleep that night, 
and for a fo;rtnight continued pleading wi�h God 
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£or mercy,-unbelief, as he expressed it,
hindering him from getting peace, though all the 
time his mind was full of the words, " He that 
believeth, shall be saved.'' At last peace and 
joy entered his soul,-the result of believing in 
the Lord, who, as he said, "had given Himself 
for me.'' 

When she. spo.ke of the contrast in his ap .. 
pearance t_o his former .ragged state, be replied, 
"Oh, it's that blessed One, who has done it all,'. 
proving the truth bf that word,." Godliness is 
profitable unto t�� life that now is." 

On parting with her, he put into her hand a 
shilling, in .token of gratitutle; urging upon her 
the solemn responsibility of speaking earnestly 
and plainly tb any " caa '' who might ever yisit 
her hereafter. ____ G. T. 

FRAGMENTS. 
THE LANGUAGE OF THE HEART. 

The surrendered heart.-" W�it thou go with 
this man 'f' And she said, " I will go." 
(Genesis xxiv. 58.) 

The ravished heart.-" He is altogether lovely! 
-This is my beloved, and this my friend.''
(Cant. v. 16.)

The waiting heart.-" Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus." (Rev. xxii. 20 

The Worldling's Motto.-" Not this man but
Barabbas." (John xviii. 40) 

The Believer· s Motto.-" Not I but. Christ. ,r
(Galatians ii. 20.) 

' 
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Had'st thou the wealth of all the world, 
A.nd all its countless treasure; 

Could'st thou obtain the world's applause: 
Could'st thou command its pleasure ; 

Thou still wert far from peace and joy, 
Wert thou still unforgiven ; 

None can be happy, though they try, 
'Till they are meet for heaven. 

And J esu' s precious blood alone, 
Can fit the soul for glory ; 

.A truth which far and wide is known, 
An oft repeated story; 

Yet oh, 'tis true! God's grace is free, 
Poor sinner, now believe it 1 

Eternal life is offered thee, 
0 haste thee to receive it! 

.Et(;rnal Lif� ! 0 ponder well 
- The meaning of tliis sentence ;

Let it upon thy conscience dwell, 
And lead thee to repentance; 

No longer deem the blessed God 
As One who cannot love thee ; 

He waits to ease thee of thy load, 
0 let His 1nercy move thee ! 

A. M.



GOD'S SA.LV .A.TION AND T.HE 
SCORNER'S DOOM. 

" Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the Lord; 
Thus saith the Lord, To-morrow about this time shall a 
measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel. and two mea
sures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria. 
Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned answered 
the man of God, and said, Behold, i£ the Lord woulrl. 
make windows in heaven, might this thing be ? And 
he said, Behold thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but 
shalt not eat thereof. And there were four leprous men 
at the entering in of the gate : and they said one to 
another, Why sit we here until we die? If we say, we 
will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, 
and we shall die there : and if we sit still here, we die 
also. Now therefore come, P.nd let us fall unto the-host 
of the Syrians : if they save us alive, we shall live ; 
and if they kill us, we shall but die. And they rose 
up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians: 
and when they were cqme to the uttermost part of 
the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there. 
For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear 
a noise of chariots, and a· noise of horses, even the noise 
of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the 
king of Israel_ hath hired against us the kings of the 
Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon 
us. Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and 
left their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even 
the camp as it was, and fled for- their life. And when 
these lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp, 
they went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and 
carried thence silver, and gold, and raiment, and went 
and hid it; and came again, and entered into another 
tent, and carried thence also, and went and hid it. 
The_n they said one to another, We do not well : 
this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace : 
if we tarry till the morning light, some mischfof will 
come upon us: now therefore come, that we may go and 
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tell the king's household. So they came and calied unto 
the porter of the city: and they told them, saying, We 
came to the camp of the Syrians; and, behold, there was 
no man there, neither voice of man, but horses tied, and 
asses tied, and the tents as they were. And he called 
the porters ; and they told it to the king's house within. 
And the king arose in the night, and said unto 
his servants, I will now shew you what the Syrians 
have done to us. They know. that we bE;i hungry • 
therefore are they_gone out of the camp to hide them
selves in the :field, saying, _When they come out of the 
city� we shall catch them a.live, and get into the city. 
And one. of his servants answ�red and said; _Let sume 
take, I pray thee, :five of the ho!-'ses that remain, 
which are left in the city, (behold; they are as . all the 
multitude of Israel .that are left in it: behold, I say, 
they are even. as all the multitude of the Isra��ites tha.t 
are consumed:) a:qd let us send .and s��- They to.ok 
therefore two chariot horses ; and the king :s�nt after 
the ho�t of the Syrians, saying; Go and see. And ther 
w�nt after them un:to Jordan: and, lo, all the way wa� 
full of garments and v�ssels; which the Syrians ha� cast 
away in their haste. And the messengers returned, and 
t9ld th� king. :A,J,1.d the people went out;. and spoiled 
the tents of the Syrians. So a measui:e of fi.ne .flour was 
-sold for a sqekel, at19- two mea�u_res �of 'barley for· a
shekel, according, to. the word .of the iprd. _And _the
!dng appointed the. lord on whose hand he leaned to
have the .charge of the gate: and the people tr9de _upon
him in . the gate, and he died, as th� man of God had
said, who spake whe:p. the king c�me. down. to him. And
it came to p��s as the man o.f God had spoken to the
king, saying

1 
Two measures of bai:ley for a shekel, and

a me,asure of fine flour for a �hekel, �hall be to-morrow
about this time in the gate o� Barparia: And.that l9rd
answered the man of Go4, and said; Now, beh9ld, i£ th�
Lord �hould make wi.ndows in 4eaven, might such. a
thing be ? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it_ with
�hine .eyes, qut shalt not eat thereof. And so it fell out
unto him: for the people trode upon him in the gate,
and he died.''-2 KINGS vii. 1-20.

"Salvation is of the Lord." This is a word 
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uttered by Jonah before the hand of God 
delivered him from the belly of t]?.e great fish, 
but after Jonah had learned the lesson which 
the Lord meant to teach him. "Salvation is 
of the Lord," i.e. it is entirely of God's grace. It 
may meet iny need, and thanks be to God, it
does meet it, but the condition I am in, whether 
rather higher, or rather lower in no way affects 
the grace of God; in fact the worse a man is, 
the nearer he is to salvation, for then he has 
nothing of his own to rest upon, and carinot 
deceive himself with the thought that he is 
better than his neighbours. The King, in this 
chapter; is a picture of mari in his pride and 
his religion, and the lepers are a picture of 
man in his filthiness without religion, anq. God 
me�ts both cases. Elisha is a picture of Christ, 
full of grace and trtith; the One who meets �ail 
in his guilt; however great that guilt may be. 

Samaria-Israel-had departed from God, 
and as the :result of tha� departure God had 
brought up the King of Syria and his atmi�s 
against them, and they thoroughly beleaguered 
the city of Sam.aria till the state of famine and 
destitution passed all description. You can 
imagine nothing wbrse than a worriaii bdil�ng 
her own son. When God dra �s a picture, He

draws a true picture. Man likes to a.raw a 
bright picture and to throw a veil over the 
dark side ; God describes faithfully what man is. 

In the King we see a certai� measure of 
looking to God;-he wore sackcloth next tb 
his flesh. Sackcloth is in scripture a well
known symbol of repentance; too-proud to let 
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tne people know he thought the finger of God 
,vas upon him, he put the sackcloth within, not 
without. He was like many an one now, who 
has a certain amount of seriousness, but would 
not like his neighbours to know. He did not 
like to own his sin, and would willingly have 
blamed God or His servant, for this state which 
was the result of_ Israel's sin. Though there 
might have been religion and formalism there 
was evidently no turning of heart to God, in the 
King, for had there been real repentance, the 
sackcloth I believe, would have been worn 
outside, not in. Moreover he blames the 
prophet and is determined to wreak his 
vengeance upon him. Man has done worse 
than that, man has wreaked his vengeance on 
the One who came to bless� who went about 
doing good, who healed their sick and raised 
their dead; Him in their bitter hatred they 
crucified and slew. 

Elisha was a type of Jesus in being a; blesser 
of Israel, and the King In his pride would have 
taken the prophet's life, and man in his sin did 
take the life of Jesus. Did it ever strike you 
what part you have had in the death of Jesus 1 
I own your voice did not swell those awful 
cries " Away with Him, His blood be on us,'' 
but you have a heart that is in sympathy with 
those who did thus cry, "for if you are not yet 
a child of God you are an enemy of God, for 
there are but two classes, children of God and 
enemies of God. Do you say, I am not an 
enemy. Are you a friend then 1 Are you a 
child 1 �ave you been horn again 1 Have 
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you been quickened by the Spirit 1 Have you 
eternal life 1

"Oh, no one can know" you reply. Pardon 
me my friend you are wrong in that, the 
believer is entitled to know with absolute 
certainty that he is a child of God "these 
things have I written unto you that believe on 
the name of the Son of God that ye may lcnoiu

that ye have eternal life." Another thing we 
know on divine authority, that the friendship 
of the world is enrpity with God. It is 
impossible to be a friend of the world and a 
friend of God. " If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him," John 
says. God declares we were His enemies, 
"when we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God by the death . of His Son '' Do you 
own you have been an enemy 1 "No." Ah, 
you little know your own history, look back 
at it, have you loved Him 1 " Not as much as I
ought.'' What an evasive answer. The fact 
is people do not like to be brought to this 
point. For this very reason, BECAUSE we were 
enemies, the gospel is preached; it comes out 
as a message from God to those who are away 
from God, ·" we pray you" Paul says; "in 
Christ's stead be ye reconciled to God '' 
2 Cor. v. 20. 

The King, in this c4apter I have said is the 
picture of an unconverted religious man, there 
was the external religiousness, but within there 
was hatred, he wanted the life of Elisha, Elisha 
who had done only good to. Israel, ·whom the

moment before he had called "my Father." 
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Look on farther· i:µ. man's history �nd see, one 
moment the people are banging on t4e lips of 
Jesus, and th.e n�xt they ta}re Him to the brow 
of the bill to cast Him down, and why l 
�ecause He had made them know their state 
�nd they could not qear .. it (�uke iv.) People 
do not like their cpnsciences reaQqed. lbe 
E:.ing was angry, and I am not very sorry when 
I se�- people ang�y a� the gospel preaching, it 
shows that conscien�� has been_ touched. But 
are you an enemy of Christ's and do not know 
ft 1 Has Sat�n given you some �weet lullaby 
whereby you �re lulled in f�lse security 1 Oh 
wake �p, wa�e up, be roused in time, be war:q.ed 
of the terrible daµger Qf remaining one night 
long�r, an enemy of God. 

Look I b�see�µ yo-q. at the grac� of 
Gpd. The mess�nger goe$ down to Elish�, 
an9- the King folJ9ws. Why was nqt the 
�ess�nger dealt wit� 1 because grace comes 
in. lt is � picture of rp.an in bis sin, nian in 
his guilt; :r:qan in his hat!ed, confronted by 
grace. Now t4at your evil :Pas reached its full 
height, now that you ha�e shown your religion 
is false, and your eni;nity at its height, Il(?W

that _your sin has reached it.s culmin�ting 
point, npw 0-o� will come in and save yoµ. 
Grace comes in to meet the desper�t� n�ed of 
man !s u tte:r ruin. 

Where ·are you if you are �ot a cp.ild of 
God 1 You are ?, sinner. You may be 
religious� so was the King, you are a :reJigious 
sinn�r. You ID8tY b� moral, you are a moral 
sinne.r. Yo.u may be ed�cat�d, you are an. 
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educ�ted �inner, God says to you, '' There is 
nothing in your heart but enmity against me, 
I know what you are, now let me tell you 
what I an1." Thus saith the Lord ' '  tomorrow 
about this time shall a measure of fine flour 
be sold for a shekel and two measures of barley 
for a shekel in the gate of Samaria.'' Grace 
seizes the moment wh�n hatred has done its 
very w9rst and says" now this is the moment 
of Salvation." It was at the cross, when man 
had done his Vff!Y worst in putting Jesus there, 
when man's sin, and man's hatred, had reached 
their height, that was the very moment God 
chose to reverse every thing, God took that 
moment to reveal His love arid put away man's 
gµilt. The c:n>ss was t11e plape wher� good 
an,d evil, love and hatred met in mortal 
comb�t and love conquered-love gushes from 
His pierced side, love for qod and His glory, 
love to .tqe poor �inner in his sinful state, for 
nothing but Hi� blood could meet that sinful 
�t�t� and put �w�y hi� guilt. There love 
triump4�9- over sin and hatred and all the dark 
enmity of man's heart. 

'' To-morrow.'' Thpse words to the starving 
inhabitants of Samaria meant salvation, meant a 
thoroµgh deliverapce from their pitiable state. 
Bµt unbelief always r�jects the glad tidings of 
God. Dir�, dark, unbeli�f always throws cold 
water on tqe gospel of God;" if the Lord would 
m�ke windows in Heav�n might �his thing be" 
says the nobleman." Salvation to-morrow 1 I do 
no� believe it'' says the lord " you tell me 
there is full q.eliverance coming to-morrow, it. 
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cannot be, if it were rained down from heaven 
it might be, in no other ,vay could it be in the

gate of Samaria.'' But that is just the point, 
the whole truth, salvation comes to the very 
place where you are. And, dear Reader I have, 
better tidings for you than there were tha-t day 
in Samaria, I preach, not salvation to-morroiu, 
for a shelcel of silver, but salvation to-day, this 
moment for you, where you now are, salvation 
without money and without price. " Be this 
known unto you, that through this man is 
preached unto you the remission of sins " for 
"noiu is the ac_cepted time, now is the day of 
salvation." Salvation through Jesu's blood is 
proclaimed to you now, on the ground.that you 
are a sinner and are lost. He knows your 
true state and He offers you salvation now, 
without money and without price, salvation 
to-day, salvation TO-DAY. From the heart of 
God comes down the message to you as you are 
in your sins to-day, that the sins, the guilt, the 
debt, and the judgment due to rr:i.an have been 
taken by another, paid by �nother-all the 
deep debt, ·and God the Holy Ghost is ready 
to take possession of the heart that believes 
God's message. 

But what about the unbeliever 1 " Behold 
thou shalt see it with thine eyes but shalt not 
eat thereof." These are close dealings, mark 
them well. Oh careless scoffing soul, you who 
do not know Christ, do not want Christ, do not 
want to be converted, you may laugh now, you 
will not laugh in hell, depend upon this there 
a.re no sc�ffers in the lake of fire. It is all 
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very well for you to laugh and have your 
sport when the evangelist proclaims the gospel 
but remember, "thou shalt see it with thine 
eyes," when too late for thee to accept of it. 
'' Son remember" oh remember, you, even 
you shall lcnow it is all true, ,vhen you can 
never have it. Thou shalt hea'r those sounds 
of heavenly music inside the gates where 
thou mayest never enter-music that thou 
mightest have joined in, but now never may. 
'fhou shalt behold afar off that scene of holy 
divine joy and bliss of the redeemed, thou 
shalt see every eye fixed with ineffable joy on 
Christ, '' thou shalt see it," but afar off, thou 
thyself being cast out, and degraded: cast out 
for ever, " thou shalt see it'' yes see it, but 
shalt not taste thereof. vVhat. a withering 
sentence l what a terrible sentence! 

He who said" to.morrow shall a measure of 
fine flour be sold for a shekel," i.e. to.morrow 
shall salvation come to you, also said " thou 
shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat 
thereof.'' Each word came true ; as the first, 
so the second, and He who spake as never man 
spake says "he that believeth on me shall 
never hunger '' " he that believeth shall be 
saved" says also "he that believeth not shall 
be damned.'' 

I believe the fine flour is typical of Christ, 
the bread of life, the bread of Heaven, given 
for man, Christ given for man's need. Oh 
despise not His grace, slight not His love, risk 
not the unbeliever's doom. Oh risk it not 
ahother tlay, another moment : · go to Him, 
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trust Him, let the lepers show you the way. 
They went out to throw themselves on unknown 
pity, you have only to throw yourself on the 
mercy of God on the compassion of God-they 
came to the camp of the Syrians, and found 
everything they needed, and nothing to binder 
their taking all they needed, and if you take 
the place of the lepers, of an empty one, and 
go out to God, though you may have thought 
God your enemy ( as -they thought the Syrians 
their enemies, yet found all they nec'lied, 
and found none to hinder their taking it ifoo,) 
you will find nothing to hinder your taking 
salvation and the auiple provision God has 
provided. You have nothing to do but to 
take it, and then to turn round and tell others, 
" there is• plenty for you too," enough a.nd to 
spare! there is everything I need, and that 
others need too. 

There is nothing God keeps back from 
those that trust Him,• from those who come 
forth to His dear Son. Oh trust Him now, 
thou shait find in Him a Saviour and a 
friend, a helper and a succourer, thou shalt 
find in Him thine all for time and for eter
nity, thou shalt find with me that "salva
tion is of the Lord." But oh if thou art 
lost through thi�e unbelief thou sbal� find 
it is all thine own folly, thou shalt have 
none to blame for it but thyself. " And so it 
fell out unto him for the people trod upon 

· him in the gate and he died." He sa"r it; the
food, the salvation for Samaria, but too late,
there it was; the unmistakable evidence of the
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truth of the prophet's words, but not for him. 
And, so with you, like the poor rich man in

Luke xvi. you shall be , able to see afar off 
what you despised, I do not say how long or 
how often you shall see it, but once I say, you 
will have one long, one fixed look at the 
salvati0n of God that might have been yours 
but. for your own unbelief, "thou shalt see 
it with thine eyes but shalt not taste thereof." 
Oh my friend you have despised mercy long 
enough, despise it no longer, you have turned 
from Christ long enough, turn to Him now, 
and receive from His hands the salvation 
He is so willing to bestow, that He may get 
the glory, and your soul eternal joy. 

W. T. P. W. 

THAT'S THE BEAUTY OF· IT. 

These words were uttered by an aged 
woman living in the Village of Little H--, 
in Berkshire. Not knowing that she was a 
true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, J 
reminded her that she was nearing the end _of 
the journey of her life, and spoke to her of 
that rest which lies beyond thi� weary world, 
'' the rest t1=iat remains for the people of God,'' 
and how happy it is to be looking forward with 
joyful anticipation of it.· '' That's the BEAUTY 
of it," she quickly replied. I then went on 
to speak of the surpassing love. of God; in 
that He sent His only begotten Son into this 
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world to die• for His enemies, and that the 
.mighty debt which sinners owed TO Gon had 
been paid. Again the aged but evidently 
happy one emphatically said, "That's the 
BEAUTY of it." Then I ventured to bring 
before her the second coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and assured her that, al though she had 
passed.through seve11:ty.seven summers and win
ters, yet she might never die and be carried to 
the grave, but "in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, be changed'' and '' caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air, so be for ever (or always) 
with the Lord ·"-see 1 Cor. xv. 52; I Thess. 
iv. 17.

Previous to speaking to our aged friend, I
had spoken to her daughter, who believed 
ABOUT Christ, but it is feared had not 
believed IN Him, to the saving. of her soul. 
She was by no means an opposer of the .Gospel, 
but she had not seen" the beauty of it.'' The 
daughter was in the dark, the mother in the 
light. The former reminds 1ne of a great class 
of persons who assent to the truths of the Bible, 
and who would by no means oppose what they 
term '' good things; " for instance, they believe 
there remaineth a rest for the people of God, 
yet they are far from knowing that it remaineth 
for them, they HOPE it does. It may be, they 
intuitively feel that the term '' the people of 
God '' does not apply to them. Again, how 
many, s·urely too many, there are, who profess to 
believe that Jesus died upon Calvary's Cross for 
sinners, who cannot, yea dare not, say with the 
Apostle Paul, " Who loved ME, and gave Him.
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self for ME." How many an unsaved sinner 
believes that Jesus Christ paid A mighty debt 
on the Cross, yet kno·ws not his debt is paid, to 
make use of the old lady's words, they do not 
see " the BEAUTY of it," and surely we are 
right in saying that there is such a thing as 
"the BEAUTY of it 1" 

But it is an intensely individual matter to 
see this beauty. Truly" there is none righteous, 
no not one," yet God has provided Righteous
nes3 : Christ Himself; and while this Righte
ougness is UNTO all, yet is it only 1JPON ALL 
them that BELIEVE, (Romans iii, 10, and 22). To 
the poor blind man to whom Christ gave his 
�yesight, the question was put, " Dost THOU 
believe on the Son of God 1'' His answer
" Lord I believe," John ix. 36, 38. People 
generalise too much in this important matter, 
how often we are obliged to h�ar the hack
neyed expression, " We know there is no 
other way to heaven but through Jesus 
Christ." And yet, those . who use it are 
in · the '' way that seemeth right unto a 
MAN, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death," Proverbs xiv, 12. Paul says "This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners ; " but adds, '' of whom I am chief ; 
Ho':Vbeit for this cause I obtaineu mercy, that 
in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
long suffering, for a pattern to them who should 
hereafter believe in Him to life ever lasting." 
1 Tim. i. 15, 16. 

" One thing,'' says David, " have I desired 
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of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days oi 
my life ; to behold the BEAU11Y of the Lord 
and to inquire in His temple," Ps. xxvii. 4. If

once the beauty of the Lord is known, the soul 
wants to know more and mor� of Him. Paul 
saw the beauty of the Lord, when he said, 
" but those things that were gain to me, those 
I counted loss for Christ," Phil. iii. 7.

With regard to the second coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, I daresay that the �ged one 
I met in Little H-- is not the only believer 
in the Lord Jesus Christ who bas not seen " the 
beauty of it/' and yet, if the heart is true to 
Him, it will desire to see Him.. It is but com. 
paratively a few years since the cry has been 
made " Behold the Bridegroom cometh," yet 
numbers who are sincere believers are seem. 
ingly heedless to the command '' Go YE OUT to 
meet Him," Matthewxx v. We often hear the 
expression, '' there is one thing we are sure of, 
that is death." If so, why do the Scriptures 
say " we SHALL NOT ALL sleep ( or die) but we 
shall all be changed, in a moment," Cor. xv, 
51, 52. The Scriptures tell us, when the Lord 
comes, '' the dead in Christ shall rise first, then 
we which are alive and remain, shall be CAUGHT 
UP together with them, to meet the Lord in the 
air so to be fo:r ever ( or always) with the Lord,'; 
1 Thess. iv, 16, 17. 

This most clearly shows that all ()hristians 
will NOT die, if so, who can be meant by those 
who shall be LIVING on the earth, and b� 
'' caught up" when the Lord comes in the air 1 
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"Yet a little while, and He that shall come 
will come, and will not tarry,'' Hebrews x. 37. 
Not death, but the Lord, should be the expecta
tion of all who truly believe in Him, and 
'' Whosoever believeth in Him SHALL NOT 
PERISH, but have everlasting life," John iii, 16. 

W.R. 0. 

THE TEXT ON THE WALL; A SOLDIER'S 
CONVERSION. 

Having heard that you wished for a short 
account of my dear brother's conversion, I 
send you the following few particulars of the 
Lord's dealings with him, trusting that, when 
the way God took to lead an anxious soul to 
Christ is made known through the pages of 
'' Glad Tidings,'' God Himself may get fresh 
glory in His own work, by its being the means 
used for the conversion of other souls also. 

It is now some years since my brother gave 
up the post he held in --- where he was 
doing exceedingly well, and enlisted as a soldier. 
From the time he took this step, be left off 
writing home. You may well imagine th8 
terrible agony of suspense and grief this 
caused to my mother and to us all, and how 
constantly he was the subject of earnest prayer 
and supplication. Latterly my mother felt 
increasingly anxious about him, he was con .. 
tinually on her heart in a very special manner, 
and she entreated the Lord to let her know if he 
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still lived; and more, she besought Him, if 
A-, were yet alive, not to take him a,vay 
until she had some assurance as to his soul's 
salvation. 

The Lord in His tender love and pity heard 
and answered her cry. A short time only 
elapsed when a letter came from A.'s most 
intimate friend in the regiment, written at his 
request, in order to tell us ·where he was, and 
also of his sad state of health. He had then 
been lying for nearly two months in the Barrack 
Hospital at --, suffering from rapid con
sumptjon. My mother was confined to her bed 
at the time we received the letter, so I went at 
once to him and she followed me, as soon as she 
was able to leave her room. 

How heart-breaking it was thus to meet the 
long lost son and brother, I need not tell you. 
Re was so changed that I should scarcely have 
recognised him. That terrible disease had 
made such rapid ravages on the face and form 
of the one we loved, that it was evident to us, 
from the very first, that his days on earth were 
reckoned, and that the number of them could 
be but few indeed. Our hearts went up to the 
living God, to give eternal life to the one whom 
death was fast claiming as its prey, and His 
own Light, the Light of Life, lit up the dark
ness. 

Not long after my arrival, when we were 
alone together, he told me that he knew he was 
dying, and that he was not ready to die. I 
asked him if he bad long thought about his 
soul. "Not very long," he answered, adding 
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that he was ashamed to say it. I spoke to him 
of onr blessed Saviour, of His love for the 
sinner, of how He had done everything that 
was needed for his salvation, when He hung 
on Calvary's Cross. I told him how the three 
words '' It is Finished" from the lips of the 
dying Saviour, were the full proof that the 
work was accomplished that secured the eternal 
salvation of every one who trusted in Jesus,
tbat he had only to believe in Him and he 
would be saved. He seemed ai;tonished and 
said '' Oh I think there must be something to 
do.'' Once more I told him bow Jesus had 
done it all, borne all the heavy penalty due to 
us, drunk the bitter cup of wrath that was 
ours, to its last dregs, and left us nothing but 
the cup of salvation. I told him that it was 
not needed that we should do anything for 
our souls' salvation, and that if it were needed 
we could not do it; and I took the Bible that 
was by bis side, and read to him several pas
sages from the 3rd Chapter of John's Gospel, 
and from the 1st Epistle of John; but he found 
no peace there, for he was looking for it in 
himself instead of in Christ, who is " our 
peace.'' 

He was greatly disturbed by the men around 
him swearing and telling worldly stories, when 
he would fain have been quiet to think of the 
eternity before him, and of the concerns of his 
soul, so the day after my arrival we removed 
him to comfortable lodgings quite near to the 
hospital. 

In spite, however, of all the love and care we 
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could give him, he became rapi9-ly weaker. So 
weak was he that I could only read to him just one 
verse from the Bible at a time, and even that was 
sometimes almost more than he could bear, and 
was often interrupted bya terriblefitof coughing: 
thus I could only cling to the Lord, and cry 
to Him to speak to him Himself, for J felt how 
helpless we were, and that He alone could 
reach His case, and must do it in His own way. 

One day, after I had been some days with 
him, I said to him, " A- dear, are you trusting 
in J esns? '' '' Oh yes'' be replied, " Then are 
you saved?" I asked. "That is what I cannot 
say," be answered. 

I told him, if he were really believing God's 
word, be would know be was saved, and that if 
be did not believe the record God gave of His 
Son, he was making God a liar. Still all 
seemed dark in his soul. 

Just after this, I called on a Christian lady 
who had shewn great kindness to A-, to 
thank her for her kind attention to him, and 
while there I noticed in her sitting-room several 
texts hanging up against the wall, one of which 
particularly struck me. It was this-'' And 
this is the record, that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He 
that hath the Son hath life, and he that bath 
not the Son hath not life." 1 John v. 11. 12. 

I asked Miss S-, if she thoug b t I could buy 
one similar, in the town, as I felt I should so 
much like to hang it up in my brother's room. 
She very kindly said., she would gladly give me 
this one, for the Lord might use it for the sal.. 
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vation of his soul, and together we knelt and 
asked the Lord to bless His own word, and to 
accomplish by it that for which we so earnestly 
longed, dear A-'s conversion. On my return to 
our lodgings with my treasure, I told A- I had 
got such a beautiful text, and that I ,vas going 
to hang it up on the wall, where he could easily 
read it from his bed. When I had done so, to 
my surprise he was quite angry, and said he did 
not like texts on walls, it always put him in 
mind of the race-course. 

In my heart I felt God intended to bless that 
word of His, and I turned round and said to 
my mother " The Lord says His- word shall not 
return .to Him void; some one will receive 
blessing from that text." 

The next day was the Lord's Day, and as I was 
by A.-'s bed,.attending to him, he suddenly 
said "M-, I am saved.'' 

When did you know it 1 '' I asked joyfully 
and wonderingly. 

" Through the night," rejoined he. 
"And what was it shewed you; you are 

saved 1" 
"The text on the wall," he answered. What 

a moment of thankfulness and rejoicing that 
was; now our hearts could sing praises_ to our 
God for His great Salvation I 

From that Lord's Day morning until the 
following one, when he went to be for ever with 
the One who had saved him, dear A. never had 
a doubt or a fear, and he told out his conversion 
to his great friend and fellow soldier, beseech. 
ing him to accept Obrist too. 
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The last time he ever saw this friend on 
earth, he pleaded with him to come to Jesus; 
he told him it was so easy to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and so happy a thing to rest 
in Him. 

He said it was good for him that he had been. 
afflicted, or he might not have thought about 
his soul ; be o,vned the Lord's goodness to him 
in laying him on a bed of pain and sickness there 
to show him his need of a Saviour, and the Saviour 
who had met the need. Sweetly and pleasantly 
he seemed to rest in Him for tbo�e eight short 
days that remained. 

The day before he died, we sang together for 
the last time on earth, " How sweet the name 
of Jesus sounds.'' At that time he appeared 
unconscious of everything passing round him 
save the mention of that precious name. 

We knew now the end of the journey m.ust be 
near, and so it was. A few more hours rolled 
away, then at a quarter past three on the Lord's 
Day morn�ng, it seemed to us as though our 
beloved A-. literally fell asleep in the very 
arms of Jesus, for there was neither sigh nor 
struggle, it was like au infant falling asleep on 
its mother's breast. 

In all our sorrow we still could thank and 
praise Him who had dealt so tenderly with my 
brother and with us, who had answered the 
mother's yearning cry for her lost and wander. 
ing one, and enabled her to say from the depths 
of a full heart" This my son was dead and is 
alive again, he was lost and is found,'' knowing 
too that she was but faintly re-echoing on earth 
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the shout of rejoicing that had rung through 
the Father's house above, as the wanderer 
was welcomed home. 

I trust you will remember in prayer the one 
for whom my brother so longed and prayed. 

�I. A. 

'' PEACE UNTO YOU." 

John xx. 19. 

The blessed words which stand at the head of 
this paper were spoken by the Son of God, after 
He had accomplished the mighty work on the 
ground of which peace could be pronounced. 
This is truly precious, because the stability of 
the peace is according to the value of the work 
by which it was made. 

As it is more than likely that these lines will 
be read by some who are longing for peace, I 
shall briefly shew, first, why peace was needed ; 
secondly, how it was made; and, thirdly, ho,v 
it may be possessed. 

1. PE ACE NEEDED.

First, then, sin has placed man far away from 
God. In Eden Satan succeeded in making man 
doubt God's goodness, and disobey His word. 
Eden-blessedness was thus lost for ever, and 
Adam and Eve driven out from God's presence, 
earrying with them, alas! a sinful nature, in 
which dwells hatred and distrust of Go<l. Out. 
side of Eden, Adam becomes the ruined parent 
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of a ruined family-the corrupt �pring whose 
waters have tainted the whole human race. It 
is needful to press home this fact, in these days 
when so many are ignoring or denying man's 
ruin. And, let me say, that with all God's 
patient trial and cultivation of man, from Eden 
to the cross, his nature was not altered thereby, 
for· during the closing hours of his trial he 
perpetrated the most awful deed of iniquity 
possible, viz., crucifying the Son of God. God 
does a work at the Cross by His Son, it is true, 
but do not let it be thought that man's guilt is 
lessened there by. Since the Cross man has 
been treated as lost, and the good news of 
Salvation, through Christ and His work, pro. 
claimed to him· as such. Ah, dear reader, the 
Cross is not what so many suppose it to be, 
viz. 1 a good remedy for the flesh, but, on the 
contrary, the utter judgment of it. True it is 
that a good _portion of the world has garbed 
i�self with a fair- religious cloak, but a decent 
exterior leaves man as internally corrupt as 
ever. "What think ye of Christ 1 '' is the great 
que�tion for to-day. Reader, what think you

of Christ 1 
But, added to the fact that man is a ruined 

creature, through Adam's sin, the Scripture 
declares that'' all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God " (Rom. iii. 23), so that 
every man is both guilty and lost. I admit 
fully tha� amongst men there is a difference; 
so�e being more openly corrupt than others, but 
I contend that before God all stand on one 
common level, and therefore nll need the same 
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salvation. I press too the fact, that man is as 
powerless to save himself, as a dead man is to 
walk ; and as unable to cleanse away his guilt, 
as an Ethiopian is to change his skin. 

But more. God has been insulted by man's 
sin, and the peace of His throne disturbed. ' 
Who then can undertake to make reparation 
to God for the offence 1 Who offers to His 
throne a sufficient satisfaction 1 

Further, man has fall en under the power of 
a cruel enemy-a mighty foe, with whom 
he is utterly unable to cope. Yes, spite of 
man's boasted liberty he is a helpless captive 
in Satan's chain. 

But God's _heart has made the first movement 
towards the sinner. Think of this, dear reader; 
God has moved towards you in compas�ion. 
Blessed fact ! The difficulty with so many is 
that they suppose that they are to be the active 
parties in the matter of reconciliation. But 
no ; God's heart is the grand starting point, 
and it was God's heart that Satan attacked in 
Edeii, and a more diabolical attack there never 
was. So terribly is man under the power of 
Satan's lie, that, though the blessed Son of God� 
came into this world to disclose God's heart andf
to win back man's, it was all in vain, for man, 
nailed Rim to a cross of ignominy and shame, 
thus refusing all the overtures of Divine love. 

I have said that God's heart moved first 
towards the sinner; but what practical 
expression of His love was there 1 Oh, wondrous 
news, He gave His Son I His own blessed 
thought it was, as being the only possible way 
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for His glory and man's blessing. Away with 
the lie, the cheat, the delusion of the enemy, 
which is so rapidly gaining favour, and which says 
that because God is love He cannot and will 
not punish sin eternally, but either save all

irrespective of repentance and faith in Obrist, 
or else annihilate the wicked after a certain 
period of suffering in hell ! Alas, there is no 
time in hell, only an awful eternity-a Godless, 
Ohristless, eternity ! But more, the Son of God 
in obedience ·and love gave Himself, and at the 
end of His wondrous pathway here below, as 
man He gave Himself up to accomplish that 
stupendous work which has laid a secure basis 
to support the whole glory of God, and which 
thoroughly meets the awful plight in which 
man is, through sin. What a blessed thing 
to be able to proclaim this fact in such a wor Id 
as this-a world of misery, anguish,- decay and 
death I 

2. PEACE MADE.

Just think, dear reader, of tbe tact thn.t this 
wondrous Person-the God .. 1nan-,-has stood 
between God and the sinner, on the cross, and 
there accomplished-all c1.lone for He said, 
'' My God, my God, why hast thon forsaken 
me 1 "-that work whic·b, on the one hand, 
reaches in all its value to the Throne of God, 
and, on the other bar1d, right down to the 
sinners awful depth of ruin. Words cannot 
tell the value of it, hut thiR I know, that God 
has put into sup-r�111e glory the blessed Man 
who wrought it 6u t, and. means also to bring 
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everyone who believes on His Son into glory 
too. 

He has "made peace through the blood of 
his cross" (Col. i. 20). · He has cleared away 
everything that may well cause us terror. The 
,vhole ,vrath of God due to you, reader, if 
believing on Him, was emptied on His blessed 
head. Surely it is enough to give you peace, if 
you are awakened to the sense of sin, to know 
that God has satisfied Himself about your sin, 
by the death of His Son, and raised Him out of 
death as the token of it. Oh, it is God and His 
love, the Son and His work, with the Holy 
Ghost's blessed aD:d sure testimony to it, that I 
want to bring before you. 

Have you ever stood upon the sea.shore 
during the raging of a storm, and watched the 
mighty foam.crested waves rolling into land, 
and �hen bursting with a deafening roar upon 
the beach, casting their spray yards high 1 If 
so, you can understand bow apt is the figure 
employed by the Spirit of Christ, when speaking 
of the terrible judgment borne by Christ-" All 
thy waves and thy billows are gone over me" 
(Ps. xlii. 7). I thank God for that word 
"all," for now I fear nothing, knowing that 
not the least drop of spray can ever touch me. 
But Jesus has emerged from death, the right. 
eousness of God has been satisfied, the enemy 
met and vanquished, the battle fought and won 
by this blessed One alone-yes, 

" Alone -He bare the cross, 
Alone it's grief sustaine-d." 
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The work finished, the blessed ·victor hastens 
to His gathered disciples (see John xx.) and 
speaks ·peace to them. Thus, beloved reader, 
it is made, never to be disturbed again, for those 
believing in Christ and His mighty work. 
Do not think that the victory is a transient one, 
merely leaving the enemy crippled. No, peace 
i.s made for ever, for He has left the enemy 
behind in death, and his lawless footsteps sha1'1 
never tread upon resurrection-ground, which 
it; now the standing-place of the believing one, 
for Jesus not only said "peace unto you," but 
also breathed on them His own risen life, and 
this, perceive, after the great question of sin had 
been settled. 

3. PEACE POSSESSED.
I have now spoken of how peace has been 

made, and, in conclusion, I will briefly shew 
how it may be possessed. 

Many are the things that hinder the anxious 
one getting it. The other day I called upon a 
woman who wanted it, but could not succeed 
in obtaining it, and why 1 Poor thing, she was 
brooding over her own sinful state. She 
enquired if I ever doubted or feared. "Never,'' 
I said, "Ah, but,'' she rejoined, "you have not 
led a sinful life like me." I saw her difficulty. 
Peace, for her, depended upon sinlessness, for 
had her life been different� good, as men say, 
Rhe would have considered herself entitled to 
it. I put before her the work of Christ, and 
God's satisfaction through it; her sins, I said, 
need not hinder her having peace, ior God saw 
in Christ's blood an answer to them alL 
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How few, co1nparatively, are put right with 
God by Christ's precious work. T1e effort· 'of 
thousands is to put themselves right by their 
works. Terrible mistake ! 

Reader, if weighed down beneath the burden 
of your sins, I hu.ve words of peace for you. 
Jesus suffered for them on the tree. God laid 
them on Him, His righteousne::;s is satisfied, and 
knowing the full value of His Son's ,vork He 
declares hy the Holy Ghost's testimony that He 
will remember them no more (H�b. x. 17). 
" Being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God." (Rom. v. 1). But there is a question 
other than forgiveness of sins, anq. a much 
deeper one, viz., the presence and power of 
indwelling sin. This is a trouble and perplexity to 
many, and hinders them fully enjoying the peace 
made by Christ's work.· rhey look at their 
o�n hearts and see nothing but evil, and are
sadly disappointed, for they hoped to have found
some remnant of good there. But suppose they
discovered the good searched after, then peace
would be made to rest upon it, and not upon
Christ's perfectly accomplished and perfectly
accepted work. The blessed truth; dear reader,
is that God has judged the root of sin-the evil
nature-at the cross of His Son. In Peter iii.,
18, we ·read, that " Christ hath once suffered
for sins, the just for the unjust;'' but in Rom.
viii. a, we read that God has" condemned sin
in the fles.h '' in Christ's sacrifice. The believer
then is entitled to know that his Adam nature
has been judged at the cross, as well as.his sins
borne away. Re therefore ought -to reckon
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b�mself "dead to sin" (Rom. vi.11) in Christ's 
death, and " alive unto God '' in Christ risen. 

His state before God, as a sinner, is ended by 
bis dying with Christ, and now be is in Christ 
risen,his blessed atd unalterable standing before 
God. Yes, the believer, although conscious of 
indwelling sin, stands before God in the perfect. 
ness of Christ. As to the incorrigibly evil nature 
that remains in him during his sojourn here 
below, God does· not recognize it. He re. 
cognizes all the failure and sin of the believer 
consequent upon the posses�ion of it, ( though 
there is.no excuse for a believer sinning), and if 
he sin, Christ advocates for him �ith the 
Father, and deals with him by His Spirit and 
,v ord, to lead him to conf e3sion, and re .. 
storation of the communion bis sin has for 
the time interrupted. (See 1. Jno. ii, 1). 
" There is the ref ore now no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus.'' Rom. viii. 1) , 
May you, dear reader, know this fully. 

Say, do you rest only upon Christ 1 If so, 
He made peace for you on the cross. ( Col. i. 20). 
He speaks peace to you in resurrection, (John 
xx. 19) and He is your peace in glory. (E_ph.
ii. 14).

T. T. E. 
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THE FIVE GO TOGETHER. 

'' Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent 1ne, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life.'' John v. 24. 

In this verse we have five precious things. 
Please to take particular notice of them :
HEARETH, BELIEVETH, HATH, SHALL 
NOT, IS. And mark, the five go together, you 
cannot have two and leave three, or three and 
leave tivo. They. go in a lump. God says, 
Here, poor anxious soul, here is a bundle of 
blessings for you. :N" ow, just read the verse 
again, and be sure you don't miss anything out 
of the bundle. 

But I think I bear some poor, dear, anxious 
soul saying, "Oh, yes, Sir, I know all that; 
I've read that verse over and over again: but 
still I'm no better-it's no use going over it 
any more, I don't feel that I'm saved ! " 

" I'm very thankful, indeed, for that.'' 
"Thankful, Sir, because I can't say ' I'n1 

saved 1 ' "  
" No ! but thankful you can't FEEL saved. 
You see, you are trying to put into the 

bundle ,vhat God leaves out, and leaving out 
,vhat Go<l puts in. FEELING SAVED is not 
in the whole verse. "Faith cometh by hear. 
ing" (Rom. x .. 17), and, in this verEe, Jesus 
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puts HEARING first; then BELIEVING; 
then HATH; then SHALL NOT ; then IS. 
You want to leave out the BELIEVING and 
substitute FEELING. So I am thankful, as I 
said before, that you don't FEEL SAVED; for 
if you were to get some nice feelings you 
would run away with the idea that you were 
saved, and if asked, ' Are you saved 1 ' You 
would reply, ' Yes.' 'How do you know 1 ' 
' We 11, I've felt a change, and I'm very 
happy.' Then the first time the dark clouds 
sailed across your sky your feelings would go, 
and then you would have lost your Saviour. 
Thus you would make a Saviour of your 
FEELINGS instead of CHRIST. - Now, please 
don't put in what God leaves out, and don't 
say you know all about it, for I'm sure you 
don't know these five precious things that go 
together. 

Well, look here, have you' heard' the word 1"
"Yes sir." 
"And believe on him that.sent Him?" 
" Yes sir, I do believe." 
"Well now·.please tell me _what you believe 1" 
"I believe that God sent Jesus to take my 

place, and He died for me." 
"Do you 1" 
"Yes I do." 
" Now you are sure you do ? "
'' Quite sure." 
"Then you have HEARD?'' 
" Yes, s�r." 
" And you BELIEVE 1 '' 
"Yes, I do." 

310 
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"' Then what is the third thing 1 '' 
" ' HATH everlasting life ' " 
"Then have you got everlasting life 1 '· 
"Ah well sir but you see that's just what I 

cannot say; if I could only feel sure about 
that point I should be all right." 

"Well what do you think would make you 
feel sure 1" 

'' I scarcely know, sir.'' 
"Look here, suppose you owed the rent of a 

house and couldn't pay it, and I go and pay 
every farthing of it and bring you the receipt. 
What would make you sure as to the rent 
being paid! '' 

" Oh! the receipt of course.'' 
"Quite so, and you would FEEL happy 

because you KNEW your rent was. paid, and 
should the · landlord again demand the rent, 
you would not speak to him of your / eelings, 
but produce the receipt. And God is holding 
out His receipt to you and you are shutting 
your eyes t_o it, and wanting to FEEL it, in
stead of reading and believing it." 

" You have HEARD 1" 
" Yes" 

' 

" You· BELIEVE 1 " 
" Yes, Sir." 
" Then God says, you HA VE, not you HOPE 

to get. ' HATH ever lasting life ' is His word, 
and that is not all, you SHALL NOT come 
into condemnation or judgment. , That has all 
fallen on Jesus, and the believer is in Him, 
and, ' there is therefore NOW NO OONDEM
N ATION to them who are IN Christ Jesus/ 
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You will never stand before The Great 
White Throne to be judged for your sins, 
all your judgment was borne by Jesus on 
the Cross, and He has so settled that question, 
that God has raised Him from the dead. 'The 
man in the glory·' is the proof the debt is paid, 
and thus you can never come into judgment, 
£ or you sins are all gone. 

"But that is not all even, for we get another 
thing 'IS passed from death unto life.' You 
were in a state of death, ' dead in trespasse 1
and sins.' (Eph. ii., 1.) But now you ARE 
passed from death unto life; not WILL do SQ

bye and by, but, 'IS passed.' How glorious Y 
Quickened together, raised up togeth�r, made 
to sit together in heavenly })laces in Christ 
Jesus (Eph. ii., 5, 6.) What a bundle of bless
ings, and any poor sinner, that has REA.RD 
and BELIEVED, gets the other three also, for 
they all go together. 

" Now anxious one, would you like the five ? ''
" Yes sir, I would." 
'' Will you take them ? " 
"Yes I will.'' 
" Then here they are for yon. 
' HEARETH my word.' Have you beard 1" 
" Yes I have.'' 
'" BELIEVETH on Him that sent me.' Do 

you believe 1''
"Yes I do." 
"' HATH everlasting life 1' Have you it 1 " 
"Yes, I see I have." 
" ' SHALL NOT· come into condemnation.' 

"\Vill you be condcmn�d 1 " 
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"No, I am sure I shall not, I see it now." 
'''IS passed from death into life.' Are you 

th us passed 1'' 
"Yes I see I am.'' 
"Then you take the five in a lump 1"
''Ido." 
" And you are saved 1 "
" Yes sir.' ' 
"When 1"

"Now." 
" Ho,v do you know 1 ''
"God sn.ys so in that verse sir.'' 

.-" And you are now perfectly satisfied with 
His word 1" 

" Yes, indeed I am." 
" Well, ' He that believeth on him shall not 

be ashamed.' " Rom x., 11. W. E. 

IT'S JUST AS GOD SENT IT: DRINK 
IT UP, MAN I 

During the past . autumn a Christian, 
in business in London, was spending his va. 
cation in his native county of Cumberland, 
wandering hith�r and thither through some 
of its most beautiful scenery of hill and vale, 
of rock and fell, of lake and ·waterfall, find
ing relief to body and mind after a year's 
work in the great ·Metropolis. One day, while 
thus enjoying his holiday, and walking through 
a picturesque part of the country, he went on 
and on, the blue sky, without a cloud, above, 
reminding him of the verse :-
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" Not a cloud above, not a spot within ; 
Christ DIED, THEN I AM clean ; '' 

while on either side the high hills, piling 
one on top of another, brought up before his 
mind the word, " As the mountains are round 
about Jerusalem: so the LORD is round about 
his people, from henceforth, even for ever.'' 
(Ps. cxxv. 2.) 

At length he found out that he had 
lost his way, as people say, and soon feel .. 
ing weary by the walk, and somewhat ex. 
hausted by the heat of the weather, he began 
to look about him for some house, where he 
might get food and rest, and also be directed 
into the right road back to the place whence 
he started. At the same time he was quite 
happy in the sense that he had been permitted 
thus to miss his road for some good purpose, 
and that it would be wisely overruled by Him 
who had numbered every hair of his head. 
Well, on he went till he canie in sight (?f a farm .. 
house, towards which .he at once bent his steps. 
Upon asking the kindly-looking inmates to 
allow him to rest awhile, and supply him with 
milk and bread, h(3 was at one� invited inside
and made to sit down. ., 

While the refreshment was being prepared, 
he looked around him, and noticed an old 
woman sitting in a corner, w-ith a large Bible 
before her, and a big pair of spectacles on her 
nose, through which she was eyeing our friend 
with evident curiosity and interest. They in
terchanged the common civilities of the da.y, 
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until tbe milk and bread were set before the 
traveller; upon which be bent his head to ask 
a blessing upon the food; and also, for a word 
from God for his entertainers, and specia1ly for 
the old lady. She, mistaking his attitude for 
that of scrutinizing the milk, and his delay to be 
the result of doubting its sweetness, exclaimed, 
" Nay mon, t'milk's o'reet, it's just as God sent 
it, drink it up mon ! " 

This was an opening indeed. He assured 
her he did not for a moment doubt the quality 
of the milk, and, in return, asked her was that 
what she did with the "sincere milk " of the 
Word of God, which He. had sent to her, and 
which she then had before her 1 did she simply 
believe it, and thus drink IT up, as her own, to 
live upon, and grow thereby 1 

'' Yes; she hoped she did." Well, then, 
she KNEW, of course, that all her sins WERE 
forgiven, that she HAD eternal life, HAD peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
was just waiting for God's Son from heaven. 
(Acts �iii, 38; John v, 24; Rom. v, 1: 1 
Thess. i, 10.) '' Nay, nay, she could not say 
all. that; she wished she could. lnq.eed, SHE 
thought no one could go as far as all that." 

Our friend asked her to turn to the 3rd chapter 
of John's gospel, and lovingly pre�sed upon her 
to "drink up, JUST as God sent them,'' the 
14th to 18th verses; and then other Scriptures 
were looked at, such as '' Being justified by 
faith, ·we HAVE peace with God.'' "For when 
we were YET without strength in due time 
Christ died for the UNGODLY." '' For God 
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commendeth Hrs love, in that while we were 
YET sinners· Christ died for us." And again, 
--�· He that believeth HATH everlasting life." 
And, " These things have I writt.en unto you 
that believe on the name of the Son of God, 
that ye may KNOW that ye have eternal life.'' 
While thus earnestly and affectionately begging 
her to take them, as from God Himself, whose 
word it was, the truths were brought home to

her soul ; and . soon the old lady began to re
joice and be glad, and at the same time to 
,vonder she should have read her Bible for so 
many years, and not have seen such precious 
and glorious truths before. 

A happy time these two had together over 
that old Bible-our friend delighted to be thus 
used of God ; and the dear old woman, with 
tears of joy chasing each other down her 
cheeks, thanking Him that this child and 
servant of His had been permitted to lose his 
way in "Jericho Vale," that she might FIND 
His Son to be to her '' THE way, THE truth, 
and.THE life.'' 

And now, dea1 reader, let me ask you, have 
YOU drunk IT up, just as God sent it 1 I mean 
His loving, simple Word, not doctrines, or 
theology,-bu.t the sincere, PURE, unadulterated 
Word of God. Through simple faith have you 
been justified BY God, have you peace WITH God, 
do you stand IN God's favour, and rejoice in hope 
OF God's glory 1 Peace-g'race-glory. ,Vhat 
a threefold b_lessing; 

Let me remind you of One who did drink up 
what God sent; that Blessed, Peerless One-
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God's beloved Son, who said, '' The cup which 
n1y· Father hath given me, shall I not drink 
it 1 ''-that One, who, that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled, said, " I thirst.'' A sponge was 
filled with vinegar and put upon hyssop, and 
PU'r to His mouth, (His hands being nailed to the 
tree,) and when He had received it lie said," IT 
IS FINISHED,'' and because He drank that cup 
-the cup of God's righteous wrath against sin,
as is often sung-

" Jesus the curse sustains ; 
Guilt's bitter cup He drains; 
� otbing for us remains ; 

Nothing but love-'' 

you are invited, and I would lovingly press 
upon YOU-as our friend did upon the old lady, 
using her own words-to drink up, as God 
sent it, the simple "V\7 ord-the loving, living 
words of His truth. " If any man thirst, let 
him come unto ME, AND DRINK." No human 
cistern that, no broken cistern which holds no 
water, but the deep, deep well of God's love; 
of the Father's love, as manifested in the Son ; 
the unfathomable stream, which lies before 
you in that precious Word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever ; by Peter spoken of as 
the '' sincere --:-pure-unadulterated--milk.'' 
Oh ! drink it up NOW.- God grant it, precious 
sou>l-and then with you, as with the dear old 
soul in "Jericho Vale,'' the result ,vill be at 
once-immediately-

" Peace with a Holy God, 
Sweet peace, the fruit of faith.'' 
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THE SALE OF SOULS. 

"Joy and peace in believing," will follow, 
and then praise and worship to Him who so 
loved the world that He gave His only begot
ten Son that whosoever believetli in Him should 
not perish but HA VE everlasting life. 

It IS true-SO real-and both true and real 
for YOU at this moment if "You drink it up 
just as God sent it.'' Have you done so ? Will 
you to-day ? To-morrow will be too late-to
morrow never comes. 

S. V. H.

THE SALE OF SOULS. 

"Who'll sell, who'll sell?" is Satan's cry. 
" Come, sell your souls, I'll gladly buy. 

I'll give you wealth, power, riches, fame, 
Pleasure or rank ; your price just name.'' 

"I'll give you drink, wines rich and rare, 
And merry friends your joys to share, 
The laugh, the jest, the dance, the song, 
Come try them all, life won't Iast long." 

Up comes a youth, in eager has.te, 
He pauses not, no time he'll waste, 

'' My soul for drink to you I'll sell; 
I care not if my doom be hell.'' 

Ambition makes the next demand. 
'' I must have all 'neath my command; 

A lofty place, a noted name. 
I'll sell my soul for rank and fame." 
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A fair young group comes next in view, 
And glittering jewels, dresses new. 
And baubles bright, and worthless toys, 
They think will best ensure their joys. 

Another comes, his form looks old; 
He eager cries, " Gold, give me gold. 
My soul may go if I have wealth, 
For it I'll barter friends and health." 

Oh, what a motley group stood there, 
.The old; the young, the bright, the fair, 
Selling their precious souls away 
For :fleeting pleasures of a day. 

And Satan laughed with direst hate, 
As one by one they sealed their fate ; 
And round each neck he placed a chain
At first they hardly felt the pain-. 

But every day he tighter press'd 
rhose shackles till they knew no rest". 
Poor foolish dupe� of Satan's wiles, 
How easily he them beguiles. 

He thinks their souls worth nothing more 
Than glittering baubles, golden store, 
A glass of beer, a foolish toy, 
A fancied pleasure, promised joy. 

But pleasures vanish, joys soon cease, 
Nor gold nor. fame can give them peace; 
And drink soon lays its victim low; 
An early graye full oft they know. 

But pause a moment, Jesus pleads. 
He sees your danger, knows your needs. 
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He loves your souls, His life He gave, 
That He might purchase them and save, 

" Why will ye die 1 Why will ye die 1"
Just listen to His loving cry-

,, Come unto Me; believe and live, 
Pardon and safety I will give. 

"Such love as Mine no tongue can tell, 
'Tis great, 'tis deep, unspeakable; 
Behold Me on the cursed tree, 
Bleeding and dying there for thee." 

Choose now which offer you will take; 
Your soul, remember, is at stake; 
Make up your mind, while yet you may, 
Time hurries on, make no delay. 

Jesus will give you life and pea.ce, 
And joys which never, never cease, 
A faithful Friend, a Father's love, 
And then a home with Him above ; 

While Satan's joys all pass away, 
Like shadows on a s·ummer's day, 
Leaving behind a weary heart, 
An aching void, a conscious smart. 

Oh can it be, Oh can it be, 
That you will choose ·such misery, 
That you for dross your soul will sell, 
Then spend eternity in hell? 

But listen now to Jesus' voice, 
And take Him for your heart's best choice 
Tqen, ransom' d, all your joy will be, 
To serve Hi1n till His face you see. 

E. L.
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'THE INFIDEL'S CONVERSION. 

'' The Lord gave us to see a wonderful 
instance of the power of His truth in 
bringing a soul from darkness to light in 
a moment. On Thursday, F-- and I were 
visiting with one of the Bible women in the 
Liberties, when our steps were directed to the 
room of an infidel, one from whose door the 
dear Bible woman had often turned with horror, 
determining never again to enter it, so terrible 
were his blasphemies. Such utter wretched
ness I think I never witne$sed, but Jesus was 
there, keeping watch over two of His lambs, 
waiting to carry them to the fold above. Two 
-children lay on the floor on a heap of rags, and 
over them, with a sick baby in her arms, bent 
'their mother wetting the dying lips of the one

>

.and brushing the flies o:f:P the other, who was 
covered with sores. And there stood the infi ... 
.del father, proud and .defiant. Our hearts 
sank as we gazed upon the scene, and the devil 
,came to suggest hard though ts of our God .. 
We turned to speak to the man, but he stopped 
us-he said it was no use, we need not tell him

that our God was love, or that He was kind, 
-Or merciful-he did not believe it-he knew 
better-he did not believe in a future state 
-he did not believe there was a heaven
"' The children,' he said, 'talk of it and fancy they
a.re going there. I would not disturb their
1ninds, but it is not true.' We talked long to
11 im, we told him of the love of our God-how
l{e had given His only Son to die for just such
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as he·; but it seemed useless. He leaned his 
elbow on the chimney-piece and looking steadily 
at us, he said-and oh! there was such bitter
ness in his tone :-

' Young ladies, when I hear of wrong and: 
misery around me, it makes me mad, and I 
think-why if I had the power, these things 
should not be-and you tell me your God is 
love, and He permits it. I ' 

" We told him that notwithstanding all his 
hard thoughts of God, God did love him, proud 
infidel that he� was-and that He could save 
him that moment without his having to change 
himself in any way. As he was, God offered 
him salvation. He seemed arrested and as
tonished-we saw that the Lord was drawing 
near, that the warm beams of His love wer& 
already softening that heart · of stone. We 
read him our Saviour's own words from the end 
.of John xii. Then the light burst fully on his 
soul-he exclaimed ' In God's .natne, I believe
it.' Love had broken him down-he buried 
his face in his hands and burst into tears. 'My 
God,' he said 'My God! such love ! What I've 
been ! and such love to ME ! ' The thought of 
that love seemed to fill his whole soul. ' How
wonderful! why, I would not give that baby of 
mine to suffer, not if it ·was to save the universe 
-and God gave His only Sou to die for such
as I. Five minutes ago I was as rank an in
fidel as there is in Dublin, but now I know His.
love. 

'' One thought of the words of Job, ' I have
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; 
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but now mine eye seeth thee.' We thanked 
our God together before we parted, and was 
there not joy amongst the angels in heaven. 1 '� 
· What I have narrated, written by another, is
just the illustration of the words of the Lord
Jesus Ohr ist :-

" Verily, verily I say unto .you, The hour 
is coming,. and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God; and they 
that hear shall live." (John v, 25.) The hour 
which is .spoken of by the a�ove scripture is 
the present interval of time. The dead-those

spiritually dead, those dead in trespasses and 
sins, those dead towards God, and every thing 
that is of God, those are the people here men. 
tioned, whom Christ says "shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God; and they that hear shall 
live.'' 

Reader, I pray you pause, and ask yourself 
in the presence of God-Have I ever heard 
the voice of the Son of God 1 Have you ac. 
cepted the salvation which God offers freely, 
without money and without price, to every poor 
needy sinner 1 "God so loved t�he world "that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but hav_e 
ever lasting life."' You have heard these 
words no doubt, many many t_imes before, but 
have you laid hold of them with the hand of 
faith, and so obtained for yourself this precious 
gift of eternal life 1 God loves the· sinner, 
and -gave up His Son, His only Son, in order 
that He might open up a way by which He can 
receive every poor sinner who believ.es in Him
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-the Lord Jesus. Yes ! God delights to save,
and He will save; has He, dear reader, saved
you ? If not, may the Lord in His mercy open
your eye� that you may �ee the danger you :).re
in, and lead you to look to Him who died upon
the cross for sinners, and who is now ex
alted at God's right hand, with power to give
life unto the dead.

M. C.

TO-D.A.Y-.A. FAREWELL WORD. 

'' Tl1,i"s day is Salvation come to thi"s house • • , For 
the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that whi"ch 
was lost.'' Luke xix, 9-10.

There is just one little word, my uncon
verted friend, that the Lord has laid very much 
on my heart, and I want to impress it on 
yours, and that word is To-day. If you want 
to be saved, be saved to-day, if you want to 
escape the damnation of hell, escape it to-day. 
The Lord has come to seek and to save to-day ; 
He wants to save you to-day. Let me ask you 
this question, Do you want to be saved 1 " Oh

yes," I hear you answer, "of course I should 
like to be saved" When would you like to 
be saved 1 When 1 When 1 '' When I die '' you 
say. Let me tell you then, my friend, if this 
be your thought, you are doing your very 
best never to be saved at all. You are doing 
your very best to secure your own eternal ruin, 
for to-day only does God offer Salvation to you; 
to-da:y only is yours. 
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To-aay is a moment of priceless value, to .. 
morrow you cannot call yours. The Lord's 
Gospel is to-day, the devil's gospel is al ways 
to-morrow. The Lord's word is to.day, for to .. 
day you are lost. Perhaps yo� say, "I do not 
agree with you, I do not believe I am lost.'' 
Are you saved then 1 If not, what are you 1
The Lord· has given me this message for you : 
Go and: tell them that they are lost, and that I 
came to seek and to save them to-dr;iy. Oh 
listen to His message then to-day, for Iiterally 
there lies but a comma, between'' the acceptable 
year of the Lord," and·" the day of vengean�-e 
of our God,. 

When the Lord was upon earth, and entered 
the synagogue, He read "The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me ; because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the capture, and 
the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord." (Isaiah lxi, 1.2). He stopped in the 
middle of the verse, and did not read '' the Day 
of V engeauce of our God.'' Why 1 Because it 
was then, and it is now, the acceptable year of 
the Lord. But what is the next thing 1 Venge
ance! Judgment is the next thing in this 
world's history, how soon it may set in, I know 
not, you know not. 

God in goodness is restraining now, the 
wheels of the chariot of His righteous judg
ment, that the energy of His grace may go out. 
He is restraining judgment, that you may have 
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tnother hour to be saved in. Oh, will you not 
make use ·of this hour wherein His grace lingers 
over you. Do not trifle with God, for if you 
are not a saved person at this moment, God 
knows you are lost; whether you know it 
or not; whether you believe it or not. Again, 
I say, do not t�ifle with God, do not sport on 
the very verge of eternity, on the verge of 
everlasting ruin. Do not risk that day of 
judgment, the judgment of the God whose 
mercy you have despised and refused. Think 
how the heart of Jesus yearns over you, think 
what He feels at your refusing His love-Jesus 
who came from the Paradise of God, down to the 
darkness and gloom of Golgotha, to save you, 
and yet you are utterly careless about it. Oh 
wake up, wake up from your fit of madness, for 
madness it is. What madness so grt3at, as for a 
,inner to say to-morrow, when God says to-day ! 

Christ has she@! His precious priceless blood 
for sinners, and knowing this can you be longer 
careless 1 Can you· bear to turn away from 
such love as His 1 Listen to this word " If any 
man love not the Lord. Jesus Christ let him be 
Anathema Maranatha.'' What is that 1 Cursed 
when He comes! What will it be, think for one 
moment, what will it be to be cursed when He 
comec_;, and to bear that curse for eternity 1 
Will you risk �t, 1 Will you not rather 
hear the Lord's word to-day 1 Salvation 
to-day. Mercy and pardon for the peni
tent soul to-day, and who could remain impeni
tent, when He calls so lovingly 1 

The devil would suggest putting it off till 
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to-morrow. To-day, says Christ; to-morrow· 
whispers Satan. To-day Christ says, Hfl

will save you. To-morrow Re may be com
pelled to curse you. Why to.morrow 1
Because to.night He may come. To-night, 
when all are wrapped in deepest slun1-
ber, the clouds may be parted, and the 
Lord descend from heaven, and those that are 
His will hear the sound of the trumpet, and 
the voice of words, and be caught up in the

cloud to meet their loving and their beloved 
Lord in the air, and you, yes, you will be left

behind. You, child of Godly parents too, you 
will be left, and left for ever : they gone to be. 
with Jesus, you left behind to meet His judg .. 
ment. I know, then, you will raise your hand 
and knock at His gate, only to bear those ter
rible words, " Depart I " " Depart I " " I-know 
you not." Think of it. What will it be to
hear the voice of Jesus saying to you, " Deparit 
from me," telling you it is too late. 

Oh! be warned in time, do not put it off: 
do not think you may have plenty of oppor
tunities. '' To-day ," He says. To-day may be

�,.our sole-your solitary chance-of accepting 
_Christ. It is real agony to the heart of the 
€vangelist to think of seeing one he has known 
on earth amqng the number of the eternally 
lost in that day. For, once, once, I shall 
-see you, ( God grant it may not be once 
only), but once we shall meet, and where l 
At the great white throne. You will
be there; and I shall be there, but I shall be

with the Judge, and like the Judge, and you, 
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where will you be 1 Oh, will you be among 
the impenitent, the condemned, the unwashed, 
the unforgiven, among those who stand clothed 
in their sins, before that great white throne to• 
be judged out of the things written in the 
books, according to their works 1 Preachers say 
sometimes, Sinners are judged only for rejecting 
Christ. God does not say so. That is the 
deepest, darkest sin of all-the sin of despise
ing His mercy, refusing His love-- but there is 
more than that against you before God. In those 
books are recorded all your sins, every one of 
them; each thing put down you have done, each 
evil word, each evil way, each idle thought, for 
these you must give account in that terrible 
day, and this, as the aggravation (?f all the 
rest, that you heard the gospel of His grace, 
time after time, and rejected it. Do not, I 
implore you, reject it any longer. Do not 
refuse to listen to His voice a day more. 

Jesus says, He "came to seek and to save 
that which was lost." He treats every one a� 
lost who is not already saved by faith in Him. 
·This is the point from which I behold the
Gospel. I am lost ; but Jesus came to seek
and to save the lost ; therefore He came to seek
and to save me. He came to seek and to save
you, ":ill you not let Him ? Do I hear you
say-I am seeking Jesus 1· Well, you are
sure to find Him, for the Saviour-seeking sin
ner and the sinne1-seeking Saviour are sure to
meet. Whenever a soul is really anxious, the
moment will come when the Gospel will fall
on the ear of that one, and he or she will �ee

328 



i'O-DAY-A FAREWELL WORD. 

Jesus and get Salvation. The soul that is 
.anxious leaves, as it were, no stone unturned 
to get where it wants to get-to the feet of 
J·esus. Sa tan will always try to hinder the 
.anxious soul; but his very devices bring out 
-decision for Christ. Again I say, the soul that 
is reallY. anxious will al�ays get to Jesus. And 
where is the spot where you may meet Jesus, 
the Saviour 1 That spot, my dear friend, is the 
-small circle of the consciously lost ; for He 
came for the lost and only for the lost. Reader, 
if you are not lost I have no Gospel for you. 

The really anxious soul will not let anything 
hinder him in the deep desire of his heart to 
see Jesus, and do not you let anything hinder 
you, for to-day He wants you. Come then to 
Him to-day. To.day He invite3 you, Answer 
I-Iis· invitation to-day. To.day you may have 
.Jesus, to-day He bids you to His feast, do not 
hesitate then another moment, accept His offer, 
be His to.day, His only, His for ever. You 
.know you have. thought of these things before, 
have been " almost persuaded'' to come to Jesus, 
have meant to come some day, but you have 
uever quite decided, you have not come out 
boldly for Christ, and the time has passed on, 
and your convictions have passed·, too, in
measure. And to-day you are still undecided. 
Oh! I intreat you, I warn you, do not remain so 
.another day. " How long halt ye between too 
opinions 1 If the Lo�d be God, follow Him : 
l:r1t if Baal, then follow him." 

Perhaps you say, "I have plans laid for to

morrow that must be overthrown if I we1 e to 
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decide for Christ to-day." Yes, you may have 
your plans, but let me tell you this, your plans 
may be well laid for the morrow, but to night 
a marauder may enter your house, and rob you 
of them all, that grim mn.rauder death. Death, 
the relentless thief, . whose power none may 
resist; then what will become of all your plans, 
what will become of you, and your never 
dying soul 1 Let me tell you of one who had 
once plenty of plans, he laid his schemes well

,.

and for years to come, he was a rich man too, 
and all seemed to go well with him, and in his 
heart he said, the future shall be as the present. 
But was it 1 No ! No! listen ! '' Thou fool " 
says God " this night thy soul shall be required 
of _thee.'� Then what of his plans 1 what of his 
�chemes 1 " In hell he lifted up his eyes being 
in torments." Wh.y in hell 1 Because he would 
not go to Heaven ; beca_use he chose the world 
instead of Christ. 

Make your choice no1.u my friend : let 
me counsel you ; decide for Christ, make a 
thorough surrender of yourself to Christ, and 
what will be the result 1 The moment you 
r.eceive the Lord Jesus Christ, that moment
s�lvation is yours. The moment you receive
in simple faith, Him who c�me from Heaven,
and who died, and who is gone into glory, that·
m.oment you are entitled to know you have
&alvation. Salvation is a word that wraps up
in itself all the blessings of the gospel. Be
you like Simeon, take salvation the very
moment you have the opportunity. The 2nd
of Luke says when His parents brought the

s:�o 



TO-DAY-A FAREWELL WORD. 

child Jesus, u:i:to tb e Temple, Simeon received, 
Rim into his arms, and " blessed God, and 
said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart. 
in peace according to tliy word, for mine eyes. 
have seen thy salvation.'' That is it, I get. 
everything in Christ, pardon in Christ, eternal 
life in Christ, He is my righteousness too, my
santification and my redemption likewise. Do. 
I receive Christ 1 Then I receive everything.'" 
I get my sins forgiven, my ·soul saved, and T 
stand before God in the conscious possession oi 
salvation, His free gift. 

"Look unto me and be ye saved" says OhristL 
The moment a soul looks, in simple living faith

,.

that moment it bas Salvation, for it bas th� 
Saviour. Christianity is no dry set of doctrines,. 
fer the mind to take in, but it is Divine tru t.g:,
and blessing for man, wrapped up in the person, 
of the Man Christ Jesus, who came down arul 
did a work upon the cross by which all my sin& 
are put away, and who is gone up again into, 
the glory, Himself to draw your heart an<f 
mind to Him up there ; and now the Holy Ghost. 
has come out, and says '' You trust, Him!,. 
And oh will not you trust Him 1 He is worthy 
of all your heart, shall He not hav� it 't 

Throughout this year, now drawing to a close
,.

the gospel has been pressed on you again and! 
again. You have over and over again heard it 
or read it, and know well what its sweet-soundi 
means. Now I can only lay upon you the solemn,. 
the awful responsibility of rejecting Christ. 
any longer. Will you not say, To-day-I lcnoiu} 
have eternal life because I believe on the name 0£"
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"'the Son of God. It is presumptious to doubt, for 
'God, has said " these things have I written unto 
you that believe on �he name of the Son of 
-Ood that ye may lenow that ye have eternal 
life.'' It is true humility to believe God. This 
·day, if you will decide, He will receive you;
this d�y He will bless you ; this day He will
welcome you; this day He will save you; this
-day He will give you eternal life, pardon,
peace, everything He can give you; but :.f you
·put it from you till to-morrow, to-morrow He
may have only to curse you, and that for ever
�nd ever.

The Lord give you to believe on Him to-day,
-and more, do not be ashamed to confess Jesus,
do not be ashamed to own that He has saved you,
-and that you are His for time and for eternity.
· Surely the past may suffice to have lived
without Him, and the last moments of 1875

will be sweet to recall, if they mark the moment
when you owned and confessed the Lord Jesus.
�o-day, then, harden not your heart· any
longer, but, since God has said, "Behold,- now
is the accepted time, now is the day of Salva
tion," do you say, to day-Lord, I can believe.

"Just as I am-without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee, 

0 Lamb of God, I come. 
Just as I am-Thy love I own, 
Has broken every barrier down : 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

0 Lamb of God, I come." 
W. T. PW. 
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