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The Cross of Christ 

1. ITS CENTRALITY AND PRE-EMINENCE

A 
GOOD knowledge of the Scriptures is in itself a liberal

education. What a fund of instruction it contains. 
Its record of creation: of the origin of man and of the 
entrance of sin into the human family with its sad and 
serious consequences. Its account of the flood and of the 
tower of Babel with its attendant disnersion and confusion 
of languages. Its histories of the rise and fall of ancient 
nations and empires, and its fuller history of the Jewish 
people are all invaluable; for apart from the Bible we have 
no reliable source of information with regard to these 
matters. Then when we consider the history written before 
the events· contained in its prophetic revelation of the course 
and consummation of human history, and the doon1 it records 
as awaiting Satan and the forces of wickedness, it gives us 
some idea of the variety and vast din1ensions of the subjects 
it dea]s with. 

But of all the subjects found in the Scriptures, the 
Divine plan of salvation, through faith in the atoning and 
vicarious sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ, takes precedence 
and pre-eminence as to its importance. The staten1ent 
'The life o( the :flesh is in the blood' is as incontravertibly 
true of the Book and its message, as it is axiomatically true 
of the aIJ.imal kingdom. Rob the body of its blood and 
life departs, and death follows with its decay and corruption. 
So with the Bible. Expunge from jt the story of redemption 
by shed blood, woven so wonderfully into its warp and woof, 
and in our bands will be left, a lifeless, cold and dead book, 
containing s01ne good ethical teaching, but lacking in life
giving energy. The Gospel story is its heart, its life-blood. 
The Cross is the central then1e of revelation, it towers above 
:all other events as the glory-crowned Everest of human 
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history. It is the focal point between two eternities. AH 
the purposes of God whether in grace, in govern1nent or in 
glory, find their centre in it. 

In the Gospels the word ' cross ' in connection with our 
Lord is used to denote that on which He was crucified. 

" And He, bearing His cross, went forth .... " (Jo. 19 : 17). 
"They .... found ...... Simon, him they compelled to bear 

. the cross" (Matt. 27 :.,32). 
"Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross" (Jo. 19: 19). 
" Come down from the cross " (Matt. 27.: 42). 

In the Epistles, however, the word is used to denote the 
Lord's death and expiatory sufferings. 

" Having made peace through the blood of His cross " (Col. 
1: 20). 

"God forbid that I should glory save in the cross .... " (Gal. 
6: 14). 

•• They are the enemies of the cross of Christ'' (Phil. 3: 18).

Other Scriptures might be quoted to support this if that 
were necessary. It is in the latter sense that the word is used 
in these studies. 

No one can read the Gospels and their record of the 
life and death of Christ, without being impressed with the 
relative importance given to the events connected with His 
crucifixion in comparison to any other .. Two of the Evan
gelists pass over His birth._ Only a very few of His miracles 
are recorded by each of lhe four. 1v1any of His discourses 
are to be found only in one. The sermon on the mount is 
only recorded by Matthew except fo'r a few sections in Luke. 
John alone gives us His discourses on the New Birth, the 
Water of Life, the Bread of Life, and His teaohing to the 
twelve in the upper room. Even His prayer is only given by 
John (Ch. 17). But on the contrary, each one vies with the 
other in giving a detailed account of Gethsemane, His 
trial, the crucifixion, _His burial and resurrection. Almost 
three chapters are devoted. by each of tbem to these events. 
It is very evident, therefore, that in the minds of the ·writers 
.of the sacred narrative the event which superseded all others 
in its importance is His death. Albeit they do not give any 
':)_pinion as to His sufferings; they are satisfied to give a recital 
of what transpired during those crucial days. 
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What is true of the Gospels is also true of the Old 
Testament. Each of the five books of Moses has as its 
.central or 1nost i111portant chapter one that vividly portrays 
some aspect o� the Cross. The offering up of Isaac in 
Genesis 22; the Passover Lamb in Exodus 12; the Day of 
Atonement in Leviticus 16; the ashes of the red heifer in 
Numbers 19, providing for cleansing from defilement while 
in the wilderness; and the death of Moses in Deuteronomy 
34. Moses died in obedience to the word of God (Deut.
32: 49-50; 34: 5), and also for- Israel's sake (Deut. 1: 37
et al.).

When we turn to the Psalms we find how rich they are 
jn references to the sufferings of Christ. Psalms 22, 69 
.and others give us an insight into the spiritual, the inward 
. and mental, as well as the physical sufferings of our Lord. 

Isaiah, the Evangelical prophet, provides us with a 
remarkable example of how the Cross is· the central theme 
of Scripture. The division of the books of the Bible into 
chapters and Verses is, of course, a purely hu1nan arrange
ment; but one feels that in the arrangement of Isaiah there 
was a special supervision of God. It contains as many chap
ters as there are books in the Bible. Then the prophecy has 
two main divisions. The first corresponding to the Old 
Testament has its thirty-nine chapters. The second with 
its marked correspondence to the New Testament has its 
twenty-seven chapters. The second section falls p.aturally 
into three sections of nine chapters each. The central 
section covers chapters 49-57. It will be noticed that the 
central chapter of this central division is the · well-known 
prophecy of the Crucifixion-chapter 53. In this remark
able prophecy should be included the last three verses of 
chapter 52, as they are a part of it. Altogether the pro
phecy contains some fifteen verses. These naturally· group 
themselves, into five groups ·of three verses each, making 
vv. 4-6 .the. central triplet, with v. 5 as the central one.
" But He was wounded for our transgressions, bruised · for
our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was laid upon
Hi1n, and with His stripes we are healed."

Then again the book of Esther with its ten brief chapters 
is a n1iniature Bible in this way. The pivotal fact in that 

3 
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fascinating story is the ·gallows prepared for Mordecai, the 
man who so1-ro\ved in sackcloth . and ashes, but was later 
exalted to high ho11our and authority. He was the one 
whom the King delighted to honour, and his garments of 
sackcloth were exchanged for royal garments. ·That ushered 
in a new day of hope for those who had been under the 
decree of death. The exalted man published a new decree 
which meant life and liberty. 

The little book of Ruth is possibly the most remark
able of all in· the way it underlines the importance of the 
work of redemption. Like the Bible it commences with the 
story of a man who proved unfaithful in a day of testing, 
and his path of disobedience brought disaster and death to 
his family. But it closes with the name of David, the "man 
after God's own heart", and "the n1an that was set on high". 
In between the graves of Moab and the throne of David 
we have the story of Boaz, the mighty man of wealth, the 
kinsman-redeen1er. So if the Bible commences ,vith the 
.fall of _Adan1 and its tragic consequences, iJ concludes with 
a revelation of redeemed humanity around the throne, in 
glory and glorified, an -made possible through our I<.insman
Redeemer. 

If the Gospels give us the narrative, and the Psalms 
the inward sufferings of Christ, the New Testament Epistles 
give the doctrine, the message and meaning of the Cross. 
In these it is made clear that there is no spiritual blessing 
that we enjoy, but has con1e by way of the Cross. It is used 
as the greatest lever for godly living and devoted service. 
In the Epistle to· the Ron1ans for example, where the truth 
of the Gospel is unfolded, it is shown to be the gro1:1nd of 
justification (3: 24), and that sanctification is only possible 
by union with Christ in His death (Chs. 6-8). 

When we come to the closing book of the Bible we find 
that it is the Cross that gives birth to the ·heavenly anthem. 
Take the Cross out of the Book of the Revelation· and yon 
take the song out of it-the shout of hallelujah will be gone. 
The glory of the world to come is the Lamb that was 
slain. 
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2. ITS UNIQUE CHARACTER

" He tasted death " (Heb. 2: 9).
"He endurea the Cross" (Heb. 12: 2). 

5 

Death is the co1n1non enemy of all n1ankind. It sways 
its sceptre universally. Nothing can stay its hand. There 
.is no possibility of discharge in that conflict. Rich and 
poor, high ap.d low alike own their submission and pay their 
homage to this mighty monarch of the ages. It lrolds the 
"first mortgage on every life, and often forecioses its accounts 
·without either warning or respect to age or the loss sustained.
The cemeteries, the citfos of the dead, are far more popµlo1.1s
than the cities of the living. Yet the grave never says
.enough. When death is present we instinctively speak
with bated breath, walk on tip-toe, and take off our
l1ats. No one spreads a festal board in the presence of
,death. There is something about it that strikes awe into
the hu1n·an heart. Man recognises in it a 1najesty-the
King of Terrors.

But there never was a death like, the death of Christ. 
While death has a claim on all men by virtue, pf.... siµ, it had 
no clailn on Him.. He was sinless. He was holy, not 
relatively so, as the tern1 is used of the Old Testament pro
phets-" Holy men spake "-but holy in the absolute sen�e 
of the word. At His presence death gave up its prey and 
fled. He could say to the young child that had just died, 
"' Arise ", and she arcs�. He could stop the funeral 
procession of the young 111an and deli';er him back to his 
mother. He stood at the grave of Lazarus who had been 
-dead four days, and at His call Lazarus came forth. Death
bad never n1et its master like that before. Death was not
a physical necessity to the Lord Jesus Christ. It ·was a
moral- necessity in order to fulfil the Scriptures; but ·death
11ad no clai1n on Him. Yet He died a 1nost shan1�ful and
Jgnominious death. V✓hy ?

Of I-Iis death He said, "This is Mine hour "; " This is 
your hour "; " Father, .the hour is come"; " For this pur
pose came I to this hour ". There had never been an hour 
like that before, nor has there been since, nor will there ever 
be again. Nature was an in convulsions when I-Ie was. 
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crucified. The stin refused to shine, the earth quaked, the 
rocks rent and the graves were opened. At whose death 
did such things ever occur except, at His? It is probable
that many men have been unjustly put to death by the courts 
of the world, but their execution has been unattended by 
any such demonstration in the realms of nature. 

It is stated in Scripture that our Lord was " crucified 
in weakness" (2 Cor. 13: 4), but I-le did not die because of 
weakness. In Gethsemane I--Ie sweat as it were great drops 
of blood. The night before the crucifixion was a sleepless 
one, during which He was shamefully entreated of the soldiers. 
On the morning of the crucifixion Simon of Cyrene was. 
conscripted into service to bear His Cross, or to share the 
bearing of it with Him. To these must be a,dded the sorrows 
and sufferings of the crucifixion. Yet we must ever remember 
that our Lord was never a dying 1nan. He died, but was 
never dying. Death with Him was an act, not a gradual 
process. When all things were acco1nplished He bowed 
His head, voluntarily and with royal dignity, not because 
of weakness, but in conscious triumph, He dismissed His 
spirit. 

The two texts from the Epistle to the Hebrews give us 
a very graphic description of His death. To realize all that 
is meant and connoted by the words " He tasted death " ,.

it is necessary to remind ourselves of the many words used 
to describe His sufferings in the Scriptures. He suffered 
and died. I-le might have died without suffering, or 
suffered without d¥ing. But He suffered and died. He 
went to the Cross in full possession of every power of 
His physical being that I-le might taste in His body ev_ery 
pang of pain. 

' \Vounded ', ' bruised ', ·'· cbastisen1ent ', ' oppressed\ 
' afflicted', ' cut off', ' made an offering ', ' 1nade a curse '> 

' made SIN '-are some of the expressions used to describe 
His sufferings. The windows of heaven were opened and 
the fountains of the deep were opened up when· our Lord 
endured that deluge of wrath. He was delivered for our 
offences. As a derelict ship is· abandoned to the winds 
and waves, to the storm and tide, so our Lord was abandoned, 
utterly abandoned at Caivary. · The Psalmist refers to this 
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when He says, " There is none to save", "There is ·�one 
to pity", and "no man careth for My soul". Using 
.another simile the prophet Zechariah speaks of the sword 
.awakening against the Shepherd (Ch. 13: 7). That sword 
was sheathed only when He had tasted death. 

' Jehovah bade His sword awake 
0 Christ, it woke 'gainst Thee. 
Thy blood its flaming blade must slake, 
Thy heart its sheath must be.' 

"He endured the Cross." None else could have. The 
avalanche of judgment which swept over Him would have 
:sunk the best of men in everlasting woe. Of Moses we read 
:that he endured the time of testing. 'We coupt them 
happy which endure.' The opposite of enduring is fainting; 
hut Scripture had stated that He would not fail nor be dis
couraged (Isa. 42: 4). The crucible of suffering was that 
which detected and revealed the weakness of the best of the 
men of God, be he Job or Jeremiah; but with our Lord, His· 
�ufferings brought out into bold relief His perfections. 
His faith endured, His obedience never faltered. His love 
was not quenched, His hope was undimmed, while His 
patience and kindness and long suffering were fully displayed 
at the Cross. 

When the priests stood in Jordan they bore on their 
:shoulders the ark of the Covenant with the tables of the Law 
in it. And when in the anti-type of that scene Christ stepped 
:into the torrential waters of judgment at Calvary He held 
:aloft the Law, He maintained its integrity and its glory, and 
thereby glorified God. " He endured the Cross." 

Some years ago a schoolmaster told me that while teach
ing in a mission school for Mohammedans in N. India, 
,one of the students asked him one day what was the Christian 
,conception of Christ. Was He a holy man? Was He 
..sinless ? When answered in the affirmative, he immediately 
asked, then why did he die such a death? Why did God 
forsake Him ? He could understand the disciples for
-saking Him, but if Christ was sinless and had always pleased 
-Ood, why should God abandon Him in the hour of His 
_greatest need? The answer that Scripture gives to that 
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que�tion is the Gospel story. "He was delivered for our 
offences." " Christ died for our sins." 

" 0 Lord, what Thee tonnented was our sins" 
heavy load. 

We had the debt augmented which Thou didst 
pay in blood." 

3. HIS DEATH UNIQUE-THREEFOLD IN ITS.

CHARACTER 

Of our Lord, Isaiah had prophesied that" His name sham 
be called Wonderful-" In · every ·way He was unique .. 
Whether we consider Bis birth, His life, His teaching, Hi$ 
miracles, His death and burial, or His resurrection. He
was incomparable in His glory and I{is death was. 
incomparable in its sufferings. When prophesying of His. 
death the prophet Isaiah uses the word death in the pluraL 
'' He was with the rich in His deaths" (Isa. 53: 9 margin). 
This is very suggestive in view- of the way the· death or 
Christ is -referred to in other portions. 

1. HE DIED AT MAN'S HANDS. He was put to•
death-murdered. This aspect is especially emphasized: 
in the Gospel and in the Acts. On more than one occasion 
He told His disciples that He would suffer, be rejected and 
slain (Luke 9: 22); that He must suffer many things-and 
be killed (Matt. 16: 21); and that He would be betrayed 
and crucified (Matt. 26: 2). In the preaching of the
Apostles also this is evident. On the Day of Pentecost 
Peter charges them .in the words "Hiin ye have taken and 
by wicked hands have crucified and slain" (Acts 2: 23). A 
little later he said "Ye denied the Holy One-and killed the 
Pri�ce of Life" (Acts 3: 14-15). To t.Qe Council he said 
"The God of our fathers raised up Jesus Whom ye slew and: 
hanged on a tree" (Acts 5: 30). 

Stephen speaking before the same Council on a later 
occasion charged them with being the betrayers and' 
murderers of the Just One (Ch. 7: 52). Peter had almost 
reduced the charge to manslaughter with the words " I wot 
that through ignorance ye did it " (Ch. 3: 17). Paul also, 
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used similar words as recorded in Chapter 13: 27, "because 
they knew him not ... condemned Him" ; and again in 1 
Corinthians 2: 8 "Which none of the princes of this world 
knew, for had they known it, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of Glory ". The unrepentant attitude of the 
Council in face of the evidence of the resurrection which 
they could not deny, 1nade Stephen charge them with 
murder. This they had tried to evade on a previous occa
sion when speaking to Peter, "Ye have filled Jerusalem with 
your doctrine and intend to bring this man's blood on us" 
(Acts 5: 28). At the crucifixion they had cried out, ".His 
blood be on us and on bur children " (Matt. 27: 25). 
Under the guilt of innocent blood (Deut. 19: 13) the nation 
has suffered· ever since. The shedding of innocent blood 
d�filed the land (Nuni.-35: 31-3j), and for that defilement 
the land has spued them out. 

Looked at in this light the death of Christ is the greatest 
murder in history. Of the hands of the murderers shall 
His blood yet be required. In the meantime God is dealing 
with the world· in sovereign grace, but in a day not far 
distant the representatives of the powers responsible for the 
crucifixion, Jews and Romans, will be gathered together 
to the land. Then the word of Numbers 35: 33 will be 
fulfilled. The land will be. cleansed of the shedding of 
innocent blood by the blood of them who shed it: That 
will be the day of the vengeance of our God. 

2. HE. DIED AT GOD'S HANDS. " I-le was deli
vered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God" (Acts 2: 23)_. · While on the Cross He said " Thou 
hast brought me into the dust of death (Ps. 22 :15). In 
Psalm 22 we have a very graphic description of the Cross. 
Of this Psalm Dr. Binnie well says : " In one respect this 
Psalm stands alone in the Scriptures, and · indeed in all 
religious literature. It is a cry out of the depths, the sorrow
f�l prayer of One \Vho is not only persecuted by man, but, 
for the time utterly forsaken of His God. Yet there .is no 
confession of sin, no penitent sorrow, no trace of compunc
tion or remorse. This distinguishes the Psalm quite unequi
vocally, not only from ordinary Psalms of complaint, but 
from those in- which Christ speaks in the person of David 
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His type. If David had written the 22nd Psalm, as the,_.expres
sion of his own griefs and hopes, there would cert(linly have 
been audible in it son1e note of penitence." Ener�ised by 
Satan, spoken of as a "ravening and a roaring lion" (v. 13), 
the rulers of Israel ref erred to as the " bulls of Bashan ,,.
(v. 12) and as the "unicorns " (v. 21), and the Gentiles 
referred to as "unclean dogs" (vv. 16, 20), in their mad 
hatred and fury had heaped upon Him every shame and 
dishonour possible. , Drunkards made Him the subject of 
their lewd songs (Ps. 69 :12). For three hours this con
tinued. Then darkness fell over all the land for another 
three hours (Matt. 27: 45). During those three hours our 
Lord was alone in that impenetrable darkness. Enveloped 
in that darkness amid rending rocks and a. tren1bling earth, 
God "made to meet upon Hin1 the iniquity of us all". It 
was then that the cry of Psahn 22 :1,." My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me" was heard. It was during. 
these hours that atone1nent was made. It was then He said 
" Thou hast brought 11e into the dust of death". This seems 
to be a reference to the cup of bitternes.s given to an unfaith
ful wife to drink as recorded in Numbers 5. Into that cup 
were poured two ingredients. The curses of the law were 
written out and then blotted out by the bitter water that was 
to cause the curse. To this was added the dust of the 
Tabernacle floor. 

"Death and the curse were in our cup, 
0 Lord 'twas full for .Thee. 
But Thou didst drink the las tdark drop, 
'Tis empty now for me." 

3. I-IE DIED VOLUNTARILY. By this we do not
mean merely that He allowed Himself to be crucified. This 
is true, for the soldiers could not have touched Him had He 
not willingly submitted Himself to them. But it means 1nore 
than that. During His ministry He had said" I lay down My 
life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from Me, 
but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down 
and I have power to take it again" (Jo. 10:17-18). And 
when hanging on the Cross, knowing that all things were 
now accomplished, He disn1issed His- Spirit. Hence in 
the Epistles we read that " He gave Himself". This is 
found ·six times, and a consideration of them would be a 
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help to "survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of 
-Glory died".

Gal. l : 4, The basis of salvation. 
Gal. 2: 20, The basis of justification. 
Eph. 5: 2, 25, The basis for exhortation. 
1 Tim. 2: 5, The basis for intercession. 
Titus 2: 14, The basis for sanctification. 

" His self-sacrifice cuhninated in His death, and we 
speak of that very properly as His atonement. But His self
sacrifice had other features. It had two principal moments 
-one in eternity, and the other in time. Both are brought
before us in the statement that 'being in the form of God,
He counted it not a prize to be on an equality with God,
but made Himself of no reputation taking the form of a
bondservant, being made in the likeness of men; and being
found in fashion as a man,· He humbled Himself, becoming
obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross' (Phil.
2: 6-8). We can fonn no conception of the cost at which
He laid aside His glory to become incarnate. We can form
but little conception of the cost at which He died for the
world. When a man sacrifices his life, he does out
sacrifice a few days or years. But Christ did not choose
between dying a-t one time rather than at another; He chose
between dying and not dying. Thus, viewed in any light
whatever, the voluntary sufferings of Christ surpass our
powers of thought and i1nagination, reaching infinitely 
beyond human experience." (Fundan1entals.) 

4. A THREEFOLD VIEW · OF IT

It is· instructive and edifying to note son1e of the ways 
in which the death of Christ is referred to in the New 
Testament. I desire in this study to focus the attention 
on three of them. 

1. An Exodus Accomplished (Luke 9: 31)

When our Lord was on the Mount of Transfiguration, 
Moses and Elijah appeared in glory, and the three held 
converse concerning the fast approaching event-The 
Cross. In recording the conversation the Evangelist states 

4 
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that " they spake of the decease which He should accom
plish at Jerusalem ". The word rendered ' decease ' is the 
word ' exodus '. What a flood of n1eaning it sheds on that 
verse when we read it as the exodus He was to accomplish 
at Jerusalem. On a ]ater date Peter wr9te of his decease 
(2 Pet. 1: 15) and used the same word, but does not speak 
of it as something which he was to accomplish. Pet�r 
might speak of his exodus, his departure, but our Lord 
alone could make an exodus by His death. 

The two men who spake with Him had each known 
something of an exodus. Moses had been instrumental in 
God's hands in accomplishing an exodus for the nation of 
Israel out of Egypt, and Elijah had had a wonderful exodus 
out of this world into glory. 

Undoubtedly the word is used with design in this 
portion, for by His death Christ was to open a way out of 
the bondage of sin into the liberty of the Gospel as typified 
in the deliverance through Moses, and eventually into the 
liberty of the glory of the children of God (Rom. 6: 22, 
�: 21) as. typified in the translation of Elijah. 

2. Conflict (Heb. 2: 14)

In G-enesis 3 : 15 we have the first prophecy concerning 
the Cross. There it is stated that there would be constant 
enmity between the seed of the serpent and the Seed of the 
woman, culminating in the Cross, the bruising of the ser
pent's head and the Saviour's heel. In accordance with 
this prophecy the Scriptures record Satan's efforts to thwart 
the purposes of God in grace towards mankind. In the 
epistle to the Ephesians Satan is spoken of as the Spirit 
that now worketh, or energiseth the children of disobedi
ence. The word rendered 'wbrketh ' is the word 'energy'. 
and is used in the epistle 7 'times. I-Ie energised Cain
the first of his seed (1 John 3: 12) to slay his brother Abel. 
It was Satan's chief aim to make the con1ing of the promised 
seed into the world an impossibility. Ishmael persecuted 
Isaac, and Sarah seeing this demanded that Ishmael be sent 
away. Through _Pharaoh, Satan aimed at _blotting out the 
nation (Ex. I :22). Then again through wicked Athaliah 
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he organised an atte111pt on all the seed royal (2 Chron. 
�2: 10-12). The wicked decree of Haman had the san1e 
ultimate end in view. When we· turn over the pages to the 
New Testament we find the same power energising Herod 
;to issue the decree of death upon all the male children 
-of two years old and under. Even in the words of Peter in
!vfatthew 16 :22, '' Be it far from Thee Lord" the Lord
recognised the hiss 9f the serpent.

But at the Cross the powers of darkness marshalled all 
their forces. The forces of hell seen1ed to be unleashed 
-that day. The gre�test conflict of the ages was being waged, 
:to end seemingly in defeat. " Come down fro1n. the Cross " 
1demanded His enemies. "Himself ·He cannot save" they 
:said in derision. He did not accept their challenge. He 
.did more. He died and rose again. By n1eans of death 
Re robbed the Devil of his might. He took away from the 

·:strong 1nan arn1ed his armour in which he trusted (Matt.
12: 29, Luke 11: 21-22) and divided his spoils. He spoiled
principalities and powers. He made a shew of them openly,
triun1phing over, them in Hin1self (Col. 2: 15).

The well-known story of David and Goliath is an apt
:illustration of this. With the Giant's own sword in the
v.alley of Elah, in view of the opposing .armies, David cut
-off his bead and returned a victor-the theme of Israel's
praises. David had slain his ·tens of thousands.

Of David's Lord the poet has well written: 
" His be the victor's fame, 

Who fought the fight alone, 
Triumphant saints no honour claim, 
The victory was His own. 

" He hell in hell laid low. 
Made sin, He sin o'erthrew. 
Bowed to the grave, destroyed it so, 
And death by dying slew." 

From the throne He said to His servai1t John: " I am 
He that- liveth and was dead, and, behold I am alive for 
evermore. Amen, and I have the keys of hell and of death" 
(Rev. 1 : 18). 

- In a day yet to dawn, the prophecy ·of Genesis 3: 15
will be further and more c01npletely fulfilled when the Lord 
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will associate with Hiinself His saints, and under their feet 
He will finally and forever bruise Satan's head (Rom� 
16: 20). 

3. An Offering and An Act of Obedience
(Heb. 9: 14, Ro1n. 5: 18) 

It had been written indelibly on the consciences of the
natioJ1 of Israel that "without shedding of blood is:. 
no remission" (Heb. 9: 22). Long before their day, Abel 
and others had approached God by way of a sacrifice. But 
in Psalm 40 it is stated, and this is quoted as the Word or 
the Lord Jesus in Hebre�s 10: 5-9: "In burnt-offerings: 
and sacrifices for sin Thou hast had no pleasure." These 
sacrifices served as types, but it was not possible for them 
to take away sins (Heb. 10: 4). Therefore I-le ca1ne delight
ing to do the will of God. By that will, accomplished in the 
offering up of His body, we are sanctified once for all. 

In I-Iebrews chh. 8-10 a sharp and graphi� cc-ntrast is 
drawn between tbe 01!1 Testa111ent sacrifices and the sacrifice 
of Christ. 
They were many.-
They were daily repeated. 
They could not make the comers 

thereunto perfect. 
The

,. 
blood of bulls and goats (a 

reference to the Day of Atone
ment, Lev. 16) and the ashes of 
an heifer sprinkling the unclean 
(Num. 19) sanctifieth to the puri-
fying of the flesh. 

That priests that ministered stood, 
for their work was never 
finished. 

He offered one. 
His was once for all. 

•By His we have been perfected
forever. 

·The sacrifice of Christ purges the
conscience from cte·ad works. 

He, having off�red one sacrifice
for sins, sat down in perpetuity 
at the right hand of God. 

Therefore oiir sins and iniquities He will remen1ber 
no more, and in consequence of this there is no sacrifice: 
needed now (10: 18). 

In the epistle to the Romans the thought of sacrifice
is not introduced, but there is one verse (5: 18) which may 
be compared with what we have in Hebrews. By the one
·sin committed by the one man Adam, we were all consti
tuted sinners. Even so, by the one act of righteousness
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:performed by the One Man Jesus Christ, all who trust Him 
.are constituted righteous. The one act of righteousness 
there referred to is His obedience unto the death of the 
-Cross. 

In view 9f all that these Scriptures teach concerning, 
:and the emphasis they lay on the sufficiency and finality 
-0f the death of Christ, the late Horatious Bonar well 
wrote: 

"No blood, no altar now, 
The sacrifice is o'er. 
No flame, no smoke ascends on high 
The lamb is slain no more. 
But rich.er blood has flowed from nobler veins, 
To purge the soul from guilt and cleanse the reddest 

stains." 

5. PROPHECIES FULFILLED

" And when they J:.ad fulfilled all that was written of Him, 
they took Him down from the tree, and laid Him in a sepulchre. 
But God raised Him from the dead " (Acts 13 : 29-30). 

The Old Testmnent is divided into three well-known 
sections-The Law of Moses, The Psaln1s, and the Prophets. 
-Of these the Prophets is the n1ajor section. And when it 
is remembered that the Psalms are largely proplietic in 
.character, and that there is a good deal of prophecy in the 
hooks of Moses, the importance attached to Prophecy in 
.the Scriptures is evident. 

The Book of Leviticus with its ritual of worship, as 
.also many of the events recorded in the other books, such 
as the Passover. and the Crossing of the Red Sea, are pro
_phetic in character in that they foreshadow con1ing events. 
Indeed· the Scriptures teach that all the recorded history 
-of Israel foreshadowed future events. They are typical
,(1 Cor. 10: 11; Rom. 15: 4).

Concerning these the late Dr. A. T. Pierson ,vrote, 
_., The conception of a ' shadow ' is suggestive. If any erect 
1object stands where the setting sun shines on it a shadow 
js produced, at tin1es so lengthened as to reach far toward 
the opposite horizon. A great personality fills the New 
Testan1ent-Jesus Christ the Crucified One-but the length
.erred shadow of the crucified Christ extends backwards and 
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touches the ren1otest horizon of history". Of the prophe
cies he wrote that �' they move as in a procession before the 
person of Christ and, like soldiers, salute Him as their 
general-in-chief, and He to Whon1 they thus pay homage· 
must be none other than He 'Whose goings forth have
been from of old, even from everlasting ' ". 

Hence the fulfiln1ent of prophecy is a powerful argu
ment for the inspiration of the Word of God. The pro-
phetic · utterances concerning the death of Christ, which 
were fulfilled by His enemies form a fascinati_ng and instruc
tive study.-

These pro.Phecies I would like to tabulate in the order 
of their fulfilment:-

1. His BETRAYAL.-Zechariah 11 : 12-13. Matthe\v-
27: 9. The prophet Zech_ariah had prophesied that the: 
Messiah would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver. This. 
prophecy was .repeated by our Lord-

' (a) In a general way': "The Son of Man shall be: 
betrayed " (Matt. 17: 22; 20: 18 ;· 26: 2, 45).-

(b) He had pronounced a woe upon ·that man who,
would betq:1.y Him (Matt. 26: 24): "It had been. 
good for that man if he had not been born." 

(c) In a more definite way : " One of you shall betray
Me" (Matt. 26: 21). Everything was done to, 
warn Judas of the terrible consequ�mces of betray
ing the Lord, and to woo him fron1 such a path

,.

yet he sought for his opportunity to betray his. 
Lord. (Matt. 26: 16). 

2. ILL-TREATMENT BY THE SOLDIERS.-'Isa. 50: 6; Matt_
26 : 67. Isaiah had prophesied that· He would give His. 
back to the sn1iters and His cheeks to them that would 
pluck off the hair, and that He would not hide His face
from shame and spitting. In Psaim 69 the Lord speaks. 
of this in these words-" Thou hast known My reproach,. 
and My shame, and My dishonour ". If was far from the
mind of those who " spat upon I--Iis face and buffeted Him'' 
that they were fulfilling these prophecies. 

3. THE MANNER OF HIS DEATH.-ln Psaln1 22 David
had prophesied that the Messiah would be put. to death 
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by crucifixion. " They pierced My hands and Ivly feet." 
·This is a very remarkable prophecy for various reasons.
Capital punishment was n1eted out by stoning in Israel.
Achan was so put to death (Josh. 7), and, even after the
death of Christ, Stephen was. stoned (Acts 7). Why did they
not similarly take the law into their bands and stone Christ
when Pilate gave then1 liberty to judge Him according to
their own law ? Crucifixion was the method of capital
punishment introduced by Ron1e, but when David wrote
this Psalm, Rome was not eve,n a village on the banks of
the Tiber. Yet with an exactitude characteristic of God
alone the manner of the Lord's death was given in detail.

4. HIS DRINK.-ln Psalm 69 it had been stated that
He would be given gall for His meat, and that in His
thirst they would give Him vinegar to drink. This is another
very remarkable prophecy. The first half was fulfilled
before He was actually crucified (Matt. 27: 34). "They
gave Him vinegar to drink n1ingled with gall." It was
evidently given as a kind of an opiate with the intention
of saving the sufferer some of the torture of the Cross by
nun1bing the physical senses. This He refused. Had He
taken it the enemies ·of the Cross would have said that in
reality· He had never died but had fallen into! a swoon· as
the result of the drink.

The second half was fulfilled towards the close of the
time He spent on the Cross. " That the Scripture might
be fulfilled, He saith 'I thirst '." He took the vinegar
offered Him then (John 19: 30).

5. HIS AssocIATES IN DEATH.-Isaiah had prophesied
that " He would be numbered with the transgressors " (Isa.
�3: 12), and when the two thieves were crucified with Him
(Luke 23: 32-33), it was not with the intention of fulfilling
the Scripture, nor with any knowledge that they were
doing so.

6. HIS GARMENTS.-With divine precision David had
by the Spirit of God· prophesied that " they would part His
garments among them, and for His vesture they would
cast lots" (Psa. 22: 18). How totally ignorant the soldiers
wh·o did this would be of the fact that they were thus
fulfilling prophecy (Matt. 27: 35).
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7. THEY BREAK NOT His LEGs.-The soldiers broke
the legs of the two thieves, but because of the restraining 
hand of God, they did not break the legs of the Lord 
Jesus, for of the Passover La1nb it had been stated "Neither 
:Shall ye break a bone thereof" (Ex. 12: 46) ; and the Psaltnist 
had said " He keepeth all His bones: not one of them is 
broken" (Ps. 34: 20). At the Cross God made the wrath 
-0f man to praise Him. Jew and Gentile, spoken of in
Psalm 22 as the infuriated bulls of Bashan, and dogs
respectively, had manifested their hatred ·at the crucifixion.
But the remainder of wrath God restrained. Once Christ
.died the hands of the enemies were not allowed to touch
Hin1.

8. His PIERCED SIDE.-'' But one of the soldiers with
a spear pierced His side"; thereby fulfilling another Scrip
ture "they shall look on Hiln whom they pierced" (John 
19 : 34, 37). 

9. His BURIAL-Of all the prophecies to be fulfilled
.at the death of Christ the one concerning His burial seen1ed 
the most unlikely of fulfilment. 

It had been prophesied by Isaiah_ that " they made for 
Him a grave with the wicked, but He was with the rich 
in His death" (Tsa. 53: 9). 

It was their intention to throw the bodies of the three 
crucified together into a coin1non grave. God had destined 
·otherwise. But where were the rich who would dare take
their stand by One Who was thus crucified? He had had
no rich followers. He was born of poor paren ls. His cradle
was a manger. In Psalm 22 ,ve read " Thou didst n1ake
Me hope when I was upon My 1nother's breasts". And
accordingly the gold was brought by the wise n1en to meet
the expenses for the journ.ey to Egypt. To Jerusalen1 He rode
on a borrowed ass, and the last supper was celebrated in a
borrowed guest chamber. It was n1ost unexpected that at
the hour of His final rejection and death that any rich men
would con1e forward� but Nicode1nus and Joseph were
strengthened by God for this work. What a privilege !
How they will praise God for all eternity for having rendered
that service to their Lord. Both were weak men by nature,
without any of the natural boldness of Peter. One brought
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ihe ointment, and the other provided the grave, arrd toge
ther in sacred silence they perforn1ed their ministry. In 
-the ears of Nicoden1us would doubtless ring the words he
natl heard fro1n the Lord when he came to Him by night,
·" As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so
:must the Son of Man be lifted up" (John 3: 14). How full
,of meaning those words were to him now !

The Lord Jesus had co1ne into the world by a virgin 
-won1b, and now His body was laid in a virgin tomb. He 
saw no corruption. 

His enemies were afraid that He would rise again. So 
:Pilate gave the instructions "Make it as sure as ye can". 
They tried to keep the Christ of God in the tomb, but might 
.as well have fried to stop the sun from rising. 

GOD RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD. 
HALLELUJAH. 

6. ITS SEQUEL-THE RESURRECTIO�

The Resurrection of Christ is the crowning miracle of
.:all history. Acknowledge it; and all other 1niracles becon1e 
-credible, and almost commonplace in comparison.

The whole superstructure of the Christian Faith stands 
-or falls by the Resurrection. If it is a fact then we have 
.a firm foundation. If it is fiction, then we are of all men 
ihe most miserable. This is the line of argument followed 
-by the apostle in his First Epistle to the Corinthians,
•-Chapter 15.

If Christ be not risen, we have " believed in vain " 
{v.'2); our preaching and faith are alike vain (v. 14); our 
:faith is vain (v . .17). 

In each of thes.e verses where we have the word ' vain', 
-.the Apostle· .uses a different word- . 

(1) " Unless ye have believed in vain" (v. 2). The
-word used here 1night be rendered ' -worthless ' or
·' valueless '.

After the last war when Germany devaluated its currency 
�o greatly, many in India bought up a good many German 
:n1arks with the hope that they would make money when the 



20 THE CROSS OF CE/RIST 

mark would regain its va1ue. But to their chagrin 
the German Government repudiated its promise _and all their 
paper n1oney became valueless. In the home of a friend in 
S. India there is on his wall a 10,000 mark note, neatly
framed! But he has no fears that it will be stolen. It has..
no purchasing value. It is worthless. If ·Christ be not
risen, the pron1ise of the Gospel is a valueless one, and to,.
put confidence or faith in it would be equally worthless.

But since Christ is risen, faith in Hiin is spoken of as. 
" precious ". The fabulous wealth of the multimillionaires

,.

and of the Royal vaults of earth, could not purchase for us. 
, the priceless boon that is ours on the ground of simple
faith in Christ. 

(2) " Our preaching is vain, your faith is afso vain '7' 

(v. 1.4). The word rendered "vain" here might be trans
lated "fruitless". 

If Christ be not risen, the·preaching of the Gospel would 
be a fruitless task. It would acco1npli�h nothing. It 
would thereby fail in its purpose. But the Gospel is the 
mightiest force for good operating in the world to-day. It 
is a dynamic force. It changes the lives of men, wherever 
they may be found and whatever their condition. There is 
no one beyond its reach. Its power has been demonstrated 
in every land, among all sorts and conditions of men. 

But if Christ be not risen, our faith would be fruitless. 
(3) "Your faith is vain" (v. 17}. Your faith is:.

meaningless or superstitious·, as the word might ,be rendered ► 

It is the Resurrection that gives meaning to the sufferings:. 
of the Cross. If all we have is a Christ Who died, then our 
faith in Hiin for SalvaHon would have no appeal to reason_ 
It would be another of the " old wives ' fables " (1 Tim. 
4 :7). How many of these there are-and how they spread r
And it is remarkable how people believe them. Travelling
in India with a friend in his car one time, he suddenly 
stopped ! A black ,cat had crossed the road ! An eviI 
omen ! Its power could only be broken by stopping the
car for a few minutes, He apologised for having to do 
so, but nevertheless he h�d to do H, though an educated 
business man ! 
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If Christ be not risen, then the Gospel is only a " cun-
ningly devised fable" (2 Pet. 1 :16), a clever piece of sophis
try with merely an app�al to human credulity. 

But now that Christ is risen, our faith is therefore not. 
without reason. It is not 1nere superstition. 

If Christ be not risen we are yet in our sins. But the
Resurrection is the proof that Christ by His death· has put 
away s111. 

In Leviticus 13 there is an interesting illustration of this 
in the cleansing of the leper. Two birds were taken by the· 
priests. One was slain and its blood sprinkled on the
individual who was then pronounced clean. After this the: 
other bird was dipped in the blood of the slain bird and 
let loose in the open field. It had the marks of death on its
wings as it flew into liberty. Its liberty was to the once
leprous n1an, the proof that he was now clean. 

In virtue of the fact that Christ put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself, He has entered into Heaven itself
in the v�lue of that blood-with the evidences ofH_is sufferings. 
in His body. 

He was delivered beGause of our offences. It was on 
account of our sins that He suffered. Similarly the Scrip
ture teaching is that He was raised on account of, or because
of, our justification. Every charge of sin had been met,.

and every demand of the Law honoured. Therefore He
was raised. 

The· Resurrection establishes beyond all cavil the fact 
that He wa� the Son of God (Ron1. 1 : 4). By the Resurrec:

tion it was powerfully declared that He ever was the Son of 
God. 

It also proves the inspiration of the Scriptures. It had 
been prophesied illustratively in Jonah, and verb.ally by 
Himself that He would rise again the third day. 

" How firm a foundation ye saints of Lord 
Is laid for. your faith in His excellent Word!'>-
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7. THE DEATH OF CHRIST-HIS

HUl\iILIA TION AND GLORY

No consideration of the Cross would be complete 
··without reference to what the New Testament has to say as
to what He becan1e and what He was n1ade.

(1) The WORD, of Whom we read that He was with
rGod, and was God, became .fiesh (John 1: 14). · Thereby 
. He did not cease to be what He ever was, but He became 
·what He had never beep, He was made in the likeness of
nien. He taoernac1eo among men, in the likeness of sinful
·flesh. His humanity was no sham humanity. Had He
-ceased to be God, or had He not become a true man, He
--could not have been a Mediator between God and n1an.
]n order to taste death for every, man He was made for a
:little while lower than the angels (Heb. 2 : 9).

(2) He Who was rich ... became poor (2 Cor. 8: 9). 
What wealth of Glory was His ! Isaiah saw that glory. I-Ie 
·saw the Lord sitting upon a throne high and lifted up, and
His train filling the temple (Isa. 6 :1). But when on earth
�our Lord •was poor. His n1other availed herself of tbe
provision made for the poor by bringing two turtle doves
Jor her cleansing (Luke 2 : 24).

His followers were poor Galilean fishermen. Women 
ministered to Hin1 of their substance. On one occasion he 
told Peter to catch a fish, saying that in its 1nouth would be 
·found a coin to pay the tax. Foxes had holes, the birds of
the air their nests, but the Son of Man had " nowhere to lay
His head". When all went to their own ho1nes Jesus went to
the n1ount of Olives. A borrowed n1anger, borrowed homes,
.-a borrowed ass, a borrowed.guest-chamber, a borrowed grave.
'The crown of thorns was nof borrowed, but was made for
Him ! And now He sits on no borrowed throne. The crown
-of glory and honour He wears is His and His by right.

(3) H.e became obedient (Phil. 2 : 7-8). " Who, being
in the form of God,"-1nade Himself of no reputation by 
taking upon Hi1n the form of a strvant, having beco1ne in 
the likeness of n1en: and being found in fashion as a man, 
He humbled Himself, and beca1ne obedeint unto death, 
-even the death of the Cross. 
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"Ha(\ He not been God in His own being and title it 
would have been no hu1niliation to be a servant. If the 
Lord were only a creature, no matter how high His rank 
in the scale of being, He was .a servant and nothing 1nore. 
The highest creature in the heaven, far from having to stoop• 
in order to becon1e a servant, can never rise above that 
condition. But Jesus n1ust humble Himself to become a. 
_servant,' 1nust take the lowly form of man, and go down 
even to death if God's glory is to be retrieved and His love· 
find free access to our lost race" (Moorehead.) 

Obedience is that which is due. to God. fron1 n1an, but. 
what no man has ever ren<;lered to God fully. To do so 
would mean keeping the law. This our Lord alone did,� 
As the tables of the law were oniy kept intact in the ark,. 
so the Law itself was only kept and fulfiJled iµ all its demands.. 
in the person of Christ. He can1e to do the will of God and 
found His delight and strength in doing it. He was Jehovah's. 
obedient servant, the One prophesied by Isaiah (Ch. 42). 

He was utterly abandoned to the path of obedience. 
It was I-Iis don1inant and controlling desire. By His obe-
dience unto death, }le restored that which He had not taken 
away. By his sacrificial act of obedience He restored to, 
God, the Glory due to I-Jim, and to n1an that which sin had 
robbed him of, and in fulfilment of the type (Lev. 5 :16 ;� 
6 : 5) the fifth part was added. Greater glory has accrued to
the throne of God, and redeemed humanity will have a glory· 
that exceeds anything A<la1n ever had in innocency because:. 
of that "obedience unto death-the death of the Cross". 

(4) He 1-vas made sin (2 Cor. 5: 21). "He-knew no
sin." .Thus His sinlessness is most emphatica1ly asserted ... 
" Though descended from an _impure ra9e of ancestors, He 
brought no taint of sin into the world with Hin1; and though 
"_fie long conversed with sinful men and grappled with fierce-
temptations, yet He contracted no stain" (Moorehead.) 

The words ' made sin ' cannot possibly 1nean that He· 
was 1nade sinful. That He could not be made. That would 
contradict the verse itself. Augustine and others have· 
interpreted the words as a reference to the sin-offering.: 
which was ·consun1ed in the fire of fury outside the camp. 
A similar expression is used in· Rom. 8 : 3. " God sending: 



THE CROSS OF CHRIST 

His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
,condemned sin in the flesh." Moule renders this ' and for a 
:sin-offering'. But others consider this interpretation in
:Sufficient for tbe words ' made sin '. He was made the 
::sinner's Substitute, He took the sinner's place, and bore the 
_penalty due to his sin. A comparison with 1 John 5 : 10 
is a help to catch a glimps·e of ..its 1neaning. "·He that 
believeth not God hath made Him a Iiai·." That is, he 
-treats God as a liar. · So when our Lord hung on the Cross, 
-God, acting as Sovereign and righteous Judge, made Him
·to be sin, treated Him as sin for us. Here we have a mys-
tery too vast to comprehend by our finite minds. Here we
·touch depths we cannot sound, and heights we cannot scale.
Even could we stand on the top of Everest there would still
l?e an im1neasurable and impenetrable depth of space
.above us. How unsearchable are His judgments, and His
-ways are untrackable.

(5) He was_ made a_ Curse (Gal. 3 :13) .

.4, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree." What a

:shameful death ! A felon's death ! In the midst of thieves 
.as though He were the worst criminal of the three ! Yet 
Pilate had not found· any charge against Him worthy of 
,death. But if the pro1nised blessing was to be ours, then 
ihe incurred wrath of that broken Law, the curses for d1s
-0bedience and sin, had to be blotted out. For this He 
.alone was sufficient and worthy. 

" His the curse, the wounds, the gall, 
His the stripes, He bore them all, 
His the dying cry of pain, 
When our sins He did sustain." 

(6) He is made higher than the lfea1!ens (Heb. 7: 26).
"This remarkable verse gives us five- progressive stages 
..descriptive of Him from the cradle to the Throne. 

. 
. 

He was holy-by birth, holy in the absolute sense of the 
-word. "That Holy Thing that shall be born of thee",
-�, Thou shalt call His Name Jesus."
Harmless-a reference to I-Iis life, the whole course of
·°'vhich is sun1med up in this one word.
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·undefiled-a reference to His death. His body saw
·no corruption. Though it was in the grave for three days
,death could not consume His beauty.

·Separ�te fron1 sinners-in resurrection. The last sight
the world ever had of Him was as a spectacle of sha1ne on
the Cross. They will not see Him again till they see Him
in that vision of devastating glory when He rends the Heavens

..and con1es down.

Made higher than the Heavens-exalted to Heaven's
highest pinnacle of Glory. He now sits, as a man, in the
·unshadowed glory of the Glory of God.

Made Lord and Christ (Acts 2 : 36). .What an answer
to the charges of blasphemy that the nation had ]aid to His
.account. They said " By our law He ought to die". God
.answered that on the contrary, by his law He must be exalted.
Having committed Hin1self to the hands of Hin1 that judgeth

-righteously, God brought forth His righteousness as the
noon day, by making Him Lord over all and rich unto all
that call upon I-Iim. In a con1ing day He will be acknow
ledged by Israel, as their Lord and their Anointed, the
Messiah or the Christ.

Having been highly exalted and given a name which is 
:above every name, it has been decreed that every knee shall 
·bow and acknowledge that the Man, Who was shamefully
--crucified, is Lord to the Glory of God the Father. Even the
lost in hell, and all the Satanic hosts, referred to as " things
·under the earth " will have to confess that He is Lord.

8. THE CROSS-ITS ACCOMPANIIVIENTS

''Jesus when He had cried again with a loud voice, yielded 
·-up the ghost. And behold, the veil of the temple was rent
in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did
quake and the rocks rent; and the graves were opened; an'd
1nany bodies of the saints which slept arose arid came out of
the graves after His resurrection and went into the holy city

.and appeared unto many" (Matt. 27: 50-53).

No event has ever had such far-reaching consequences
:.as the Cross. Its effects are both universal and eternal in
1their application.
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In the verses above quoted, three of these results are: 
grouped together by the inspir ed historian.-

The Rent Veil: The Rent Rocks: and the Rent
Graves: 

They serve to illustrate that the death of Chirst is the
basis of our access, of judgment, and of resurrection. 

1. The Rent Veil: Access

Because of sin man was put out of the garden of Ede� 
and acqess into the in1mediate presence of God was for bidden 
him. 'God tabernacled at the East of the garden with 
cherubim and a glittering flame turned _every way to keep· 
the way about the tree of life ' (W.W.K.). "God placed 
there cherubim in a tabernacle" (Faber). The glittering: 
sword of flan1e was evidently the shekinah glory that later 
filled the tabernacle in the wilderness and the ten1ple. When 
the tabernacle was erected_ the veil was hung between the
holy place and the Holiest of all. The inspired comment 
on this is given us in Hebrews 9: 8. "The Holy Spirit thus. 
signifying that the way into the holiest of all was not yet 
1nade manifest." Into the holiest of all the high priests; 
alone entered and that only once a year, and that not 
without blood. The veil is then spoken ·of as typical of the. 
flesh of our Lord, His holy humanity. The unrent veil 
thus shut 1nan out from God, and similarly the holy, spotless; 
life of the Lord Jesus was not a means of approach to God,.

but a barrier. His holy life was. a revelation of what maru 
should be, but no 1nan has ever lived such a life, and there-
fore no one has the title that He had to enter the presence: 
of God. Christ did not come to give the unc·onverted an 
example which if they followed, they could enter into God's. 
presence. As another has well put it, "the unrent flesh 
of Jesus was a barrier into the presence of God". Were: 
it not that He died, that the veil was rent one would be for 
ever shut out from God's presence. But when He died,. 
the veil was rent from the top to the bottom, as by the hand� 
of God. As He hung upon the Cross our Lord said,,

" Thou hast brought Me unto the dust of death." By the: 
rent veil of His flesh He opened this new and living way for 
-us. Therefore we have liberty of access to God. There 
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:is no need of any intermediary now, for our Lord Himself 
-is our Great High Priest. The claim of Rome's priests
to the need of priestly mediation is a denial of the plain
·teaching of the New Testament that through Him we have
.access unto the Father (Eph. 2: 18) and into tlie grace
·wherein we stand (Rom. 5: 2).

When Queen Esther was going to plead for her nation 
before the King she confessed that it was not according to 
1:he law for her to enter the royal presence. However she 
..obtained favour. Grace gave her acceptance and liberty 
to state her request. So it is with us, only in a far greater 
.degree. 

" Through Thy precious body broken, 
Inside the veil; 
0 what words to sinners spoken, 
Inside the veiJ : 
Precious as the blood that bought us, 
Perfect as the love that sought us, 
Holy as the Lamb that brought us-inside the veil." 

This is the blood-bought privilege of every child of God .. 

2. The Rent Rocks: Judgment

" Then the earth shook and trembled, the foundation 
-of the earth moved and shook because He was wroth " 
. {2 Sam. 22: 8). Our God is a God of judgment. He is a 
-consuming fire. All men will have to give account unto 
Him Who is ready to judge the quick and the dead. :He will 
-require that which is past. Sin will not be· allowed to go 
unpunished. In that day of reckoning He will judge the 
-world in righteousness by Jesus Christ, for all judgment has
been committed to Hhn. In the day of the wrath of God and
-0f the Lamb, among those who will cry will be those who
-pierced Him. It was by the grace of God, Christ tasted
.death for every man, but God will yet make inquisition for
ihe blood of His Son. He will yet enter into judgment
-with the world for the murder of the Prince orLife. The
,convulsions in the reahn of nature when Christ died were
prophetic of this, anc;l indicative of the divine wrath.

The Cross is the basis upon which God is pleased to 
�how favour and mercy to-day. This is the foundation 
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upon which salvation rests secure. On the other hand, it is 
also the basis upon which God will judge the world in that 
coming day, When He hung upon the Cross as J:he Sin Bearer� 
it was in righteousness unadulterated with mercy that God 
dealt with Him. So will it be then with the world. As the ark 
saved Noah, but condemned the world, so Christ must either 
be our refuge, or the Cross will be our greatest condemnation► 

3. The Rent Grave: Resurrection

"Because I live ye shall live also." 

"If the dead rise not then is Christ not raised." 

" If in this life only we have hope in Christ we are 
of all men most miserable." 

The resurrection of Christ is thus the guarantee that 
death, the last enemy, shall be destroyed. By dying He 
destroyed him that had the power of death, �nd thereby 
1nade resurrection possibie. It was by virtue of the value 
of His blood to put away sin that God brought again from 
the dead the Great Shepherd of the sheep, our Lord Jesus. 
Christ. On the celebration of the feast of first fruits it was. 
a sheaf that was waved before the Lord.· This type was. 
fulfilled in the resurrection of the saints, as recorded by 
Matthew. It has peen rightly said that His death was the 
" death of death 'l. His open grave is the -pledge that every 
grave will yet be opened. Death, the mighty monarch of 
the ages, has met its victor in the Victim. of Calvary. To.., 
day He holds the keys of death and of hell. Consequently 
the time is coming when all that are in the graves shall hear 
His voice and shall con1e forth. No one will be able to
evade resurrection. Those who have known the salvation 
of God in Christ Jesus will be raised unto eternal life

,..

whereas the others will be raised to shan1e and everlasting. 
contempt (Dan. 12: 2). 

Which company will you, my reader, be iri ? Make
sure of being in the company of those who will share the: 
first resurrection, by confessing Jesus Christ as your Lord 
and Saviour now. 

"He hell in hell laid low 
Made sin -He sin o' erthrew, 
Bowed to the gra,ve, destroyed it so,
And death by dY,.ing slew." 
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9. THE CROSS AND THE GLORY

The purpqse of God enfolded in the Cross will only 
be fully- unfolded in the eternal ages. With the death of 
Christ, judgment has been passed upon everything that 
pertains to the old creation. _All that is of the old is destined 
to pass away. In due time He. that sits on the Throne will. 
say "Behold I n1ake all things new". In that New Creation 
to which every believer has already been introduced in Christ,. 
all will be founded upon the atoning death and redemptive 
work of Christ (2 Cor. 5 :14-17). 

To the two on the road to Emmaus our Lord said
" Ought not Christ to have suffered and to enter into His. 
glory " (Luke 24: 26). \.Vith this in 1nind Peter thrice refers. 
to the suffetings of Christ and the glory that should 
follow (lPet.1:11,4:13,5:1). These two, almost the 
antithesis of each other, are thus bracketed. They are indis
solubly united. While Peter in parts of his Epistle has in 
view 111ore than the expiatory sufferings, it is to these and 
to the glory accruing out of them that I wish to draw 
attention. 

The 22nd Psalm is a good ·illustration of how the Spirit 
testified conceJning these. The first twenty-one verses 
graphically depict the sufferings, whereas verses 22-31 
briefly outline the glory. 

The lea.de rs of Israel are ref erred to as the bulls · of 
Bashan (v. 12) -and as unicorns (v. 21); the Gentiles- as dogs 
(vv. 16, 20); and energising both is Satan the ravening an� 
roaring lion (v. 13). But over and above these we hear 
Him say " Thou hast forsaken Me" (v. 1). " Thou hast 
brought Me into the dust of death" (v. 15). God spared 
not His Son but abandoned Him for us all. Following this 
description of the sufferings, we have four concentric circles. 
of glory ref erred to. 

"I will declare Thy name to My brethren." This was. 
fulfilled on the resurrection n1orning when He said to Mary 
"I ascend to My Father and your Father, to My God and 
your God." The believer is thus united to Christ in resur
rection and on that basis is ·brought into a new relationship· 
with God. The first glory is the glory of the resurrection,.
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·when as prophet He revealed the Father's name and this new
.:relationship.

" In the midst of the congregation will I praise Thee." 
"This is prophetic of our gathering together unto Him. ,vhat 
;a congregation that will be ! Then He will see of the travail 
-of His soul and be satisfied. All His own will be glorified
.and conformed to His itnage. Then our Lord as I-Iigh
.Priest in the midst will present the worship of the redeemed
:inultitudes. This is the glory of the Rapture. It was in
.anticipation of this that He blessed or gave thanks as He
took the bread on the night in which He was betrayed.

"All ye seed of Jacob glorify Him and fear Him all ye 
:Seed of Israel." This heralds His Kingly glory, when He 
will be acknowledged as Messiah by the nation of Israel. 
This will ina.ugurate His millennial glory. Then, not .only 
lsrael, but all the ends of the world and all the kindreds of 
the nations shall worship before Him (v. 27). Rich and poor 
.alike will bow before Him. They that be fat upon earth, 
.as well as those who by virtue of poverty cannot keep alive 
their own soul (v. 29). In this· verse the Psalmist touches 
the two extremes of society. 

"Jesus shall reign where'er the Sun 
Doth its successive journeys run. 
His Kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more." 

But these do not begin to exhaust the glories connected 
with the Cross. By the redemptive sufferings of Christ, 
:glory has accrued to the Throne of God, and glory has been 
.constituted an integral part of salvation. "Now is the Son 
,of Man glorified and God is glorified in Him. If God be 
:glorified in Him, God shall also glorify Rim in Himself, 
:and shall. straightway glorify Him" (Jo. 13: 31-32). "I 
have glorified Thee on the earth " (Jo. 17: 4). " The glory 
which Thou gavest Me I have given them" (Jo. 17: 22). 

In these verses we have (1) God glorified in the death 
-of Christ; (2) Christ glorified by virtue of this; and (3) 
believers glorified by virtue of their union with Christ. In 
the instructions regarding the trespass offering (Lev. 5: 14-6 :7) 
the first and the third of these find a divinely given illustra
tion. These instructions cover the two tables of the law� 
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trespass against God (5 : 14--19), and tr:espass against man 
(6:1-7). In the one the restitution 1nade and the fifth part. 
added is given to the priest (5 :16) for it concerned trespass. 
in the holy thing. Whereas in the other the restitution made
and the fifth part added thereto, was given to him to whom 
it appertained (6: 5). It is to the ritual of this offering that 
the Psalmist refers when he says " Then I restored that 
which I took not away " (Ps. 69 : 4). 

Man by sin_ has robbed God of the glory that was His� 
due. He has not rendered Him the obedience, love, devo-
tion and confidence he should have. In this way man 
has broken the law. He has sinned and that primarily in the· 
holy things. In the case of the Israelite there could be no• 
forgiveness till a1nends were made and the fifth part added. 
So with us there could not possibly be forgiveness unless and· 
until the sin con11nitted had been put away, and God glori-• 
fied in respect thereto. This aspect of the death of Christ. 
is too little apprehended. \Ve are concerned with our need.
God is concerned primarily with His glory, what is due to 
Him from man. In the Cross these were fully met. 
According to the translation of Bishop Lowther, "It was· 
exacted and I-Ie became answerable." Hence we read 
•" That the world might know that I love the Father-arise 
let us go hence" (Jo. 14 : 31). "He'became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross" (Phil. 2 : 8). By this one· 
act of obedience n1any, that is, all united to Him, have been 
declared righteous by the divine decree (Ron1. 5 : 18). God· 
was thereby glorified. I-Iis Throne has been covered with 
glory that never will be marred world without end. This 
is the anti-type of the fifth part that was added in connec- · 
tion with the trespass offering and given to the priest. 

Not only has sin robbed God, it has robbed man also ... 
Man to-day is not what he was when God created him. In 
the garden Adam was in fellowship with God. He was also� 
a sewant rendering service to God there. Besides he was
the crown of God's creative work and was placed in domi-· 
nion over all. Then the fact that they only knew their· 
nakedness after they had sinned suggests what is hinted 
elsewhere (Ps. 104), that man in innocence was clothed with 
light as with a garment. How different is the picture to-day t' 
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Man is 110 longer a child of God by nature, but a child of 
·wrath and of disobedience. He no longer serves God, but
·is a slave of his own needs and desires. He is a dethroned
monarch, a· crownless king. Moreover creation is in
rebellion against him, and refuses to recognise his kingship.
-while of all God's creatures he is still the only one that
:seeks to cover his nakedness. Sin has n1ade him ashamed.

By the Cross all this is to be changed. All that he has 
]ost is to be restored, and a fifth part added. Redeemed 
bumanity will not only be restored to Adam's Edenic inno
�cence, but is destined to share the glory of Christ. 
His own inb.erent and eternal glory will never be ours. To 
·this He refers when in His prayer He asks that His own be
-with Hin1 where they may behold His glory. But' the glory
·that has been given 'Hhn by virtue of His suffering is to be
-0ur portion also. Wondrous grace! Having been raised from
-the dead God has given him glory (1 Pet. 1 : 21). He now sits
.-enthroned in the shadowless glory of God. Shadows, the
ever-present re1ninder of darkness, find no place there. The
-Gospel is the glad tidings of the glory of Christ. And it is
that they 1night not apprehend this that Satan, the god of
·this age, blinds the minds of them which believe not.

Much of what we have in 1 Peter, reflects and reaffirms 
-the teaching given by our Lord to His own in the upper room
:.and afterwards (Jo. 13-17). ·Hence I-Ie underlines the bond
"between the sufferings and the glory. The one is the
:inevitable sequel of the other. As there can be no glory
-without the Cross, so the glory is the inseparable comple-
ment of the other.

"When His glory shall be revealed you may be glad 
with exceeding joy." 

'' The God of all grace has called us into His eternal 
glory ·by Chirst Jesus." 

(1 Pet. 4: 13; 5 :10). 

These words are an e.chq of those expressed by our 
:Lord in :His Prayer. 



THE CROSS JN CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE 33 

10. THE CROSS IN CI-IRISTIAN EXPERIENCE

or 

THE IMPERIALISM OF THE CROSS 

Inasmuch as the Cross is the central theme of revela-
1ion and the focal point ·around which the dealings of God 
with men gather, it is to be expected that it has a place of 
:primary importance in the life of the believer, whether 
.considered in its individual capacity or in his fellowship 
with others in the collective testimony of the Church. This 
l desire to consider briefly in this concluding study�

1. INDIVIDUALLY

Our Lord made it clear to the multitudes that sought 
i:o -follow Hin1 (Luke 14: 25) that if anyone wished to 
"heco1ne His disciple, he must bear his cross. By so saying 
He did not intend it to be understood as a single act but 
:as a continuous course of action, the constant bearing of 
.the Cross. 

To the rich young ruler He gave a similar 111essage, 
,4;' Come take up the Cross and follow Me" (Mark 10: 21). 
The implicatiqn of these words is· clear from the context 
where they are found (Matt. 10: 37-39; 16: 24; Mark 
:8: 34; Luke 9: 23; Luke 14: 27). I-le urged them to count 
the cost for the Cross would press ifs claims. with imperial 
urgency in every department of life. Ev�rything was to 
·take secondary place to its de1nands. With an absolute
imperialisn1 it would insist on a priority iri every realm.
1t was to be the paramount power in the life of the believer.
�Sometin1es .one hears the bearing of the Cross applied to
the duties of the hon1e, the washing of the dishes, the diffi
,culties in the business, etc., or even to their bad temper !
What a travesty of interpretation. These and other siinilar
·things are either to be grouped with the cares of this life,
-or the works of the flesh, and are the common lot of all,
-Christian and non-Christian alike. On the other hand, the
bearing of the Cross is •distinctively the badge of Christian
-discipleship/ and the Cross referred to is the Cross of
•Christ in its relation to the daily life and· service of the
heliever.
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Paul desired among other things that he might be made: 
"conformable unto His (Christ's) death" (Phil. 3: lO)r 
He yearned that the obedience, the devotion and utter 
abandonment to the will of God that was manifested in the· 
·Cross should be reproduced in him . 
. 

We often sing, but it is to be feared that we too seldoml 
practise the words of the hymn 

" When I survey the wondrous Cross, 
On which the Prince of glory died." 

Possibly the words of another are more in keeping with. 
our experience, 

"Sweet the moments, rich in blessing, 
Which before the Cross I spend." 

In the Epistle to the Galatians the Apostle gives us.. 
a bri�f survey of the Cross. In every chapter reference is. 
made to some aspect of the death of Christ. What may 
be considered a synopsis of the epistle is given in the: 
introductory verses: "He gave Himself for our sins that. 
He n1ight deliver us fron1 this present evil age." 

1. Christ was crucified for our sins is the first truth:
revealed in this survey. 

This is the truth that the burdened sinner needs to hear_ 
It is this vision of the Cross that Bunyan so graphically
-describes in his Pilgrim's Progress. The burden of sin that 
Pilgrim had been carrying and could by no means get rid 
of, simply fell off his back when he saw the One on the
middle Cross crucified for his sins. As he looked . around'. 
he saw the bundle roll into a grave-buried to know no-
resurrection. How completely and finally an end of sins. 
was· made at Calvary is evidenced by· the n1any ways the= 
Word of God speaks of it. 

"Thou has cast all my sins behind Thy back" (Is. 38: 17) .. 
" As far as the East is from the West, so far hast Thou

removed our transgressions from us" (Ps. 103: 12) .. 
" I have blotted out as a thi.ck cloud Thy transgres

sions" (Isa. 44: 22). 
" Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the: 

sea " (Micah 7: 19). 
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" Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no 
more for ever" (Heb. 10: 17). 

Any one of these 'five smooth stones in the sling of faith 
-is suffici_ent to fell any Goliath of doubt or despair. .Qf 
the Cross the hymn has _well said: 

" An end of thy sin has been made for thee here 
By Him Who its penalty bare." 

2. I ani crucifi�d with Christ is how he expresses a
.deeper truth that a further survey reveals. He .sees himself 
-0n the Cross with the judg1nent of God meted out to him. 
The extreme penalty of the law alone satisfies the claims 
-of justice. The guilty must suffer. " The law hath power 
-over a man as long as he liveth ", power· to accuse, to
-condemn and to curse, power to exact" the death penalty.
This has been carried out in the case of every believer.
We have been crucified with Him. This fact, for blessed
f�ct it is, is equally true of all believers and to the same
degree. Hence the words "He that is dead is freed or
justified fro1n sin" (Rom. 6: 7). The measure in which
this is apprehended may vary, but our salvation or justi.
-fication does not depend upon the measure in· which we
have apprehended the value of the death of Christ, or of
.our union with Hi1n. That depends on God's estin1ate of
it. And it is important to note that the Apostle is here
-speaking of the justification of the believer. The con1ple
mentary truth of sanctification is taught in Chapter 5.
"' They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its
.affection and its lusts." They have given it the place of
-total rejection. They have ascribed it to death, thereby
acquiescing in the judgment of God upon it.

3. The world is crucified to Me and I unto it, is what
is revealed by the continued survey. " Now is the con
.demnation of the world " said our �ord. This verdict only 
:awaits the consumn1ation of God's purposes in grace to be 
-carried into execution. The Apostle ends the Epistle as 
he began it with a re-affirmation that the Cross is God's 
·way of delivering us from this present evil age. To the
Apostle the world was under judgment. It was a sinking
:Ship from which individuals were to be -rescued. It was
a city of destruction from which to flee. It was crucified
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to him and he was crucified to the world, as his Lord had 
been crucified by it. 

Thus delivered fro1n his sins and their consequences
,.

the law, its judg1nen·t and the fruitless atte1npt to make the 
flesh obey it; the world, its doom and alluren1ents, he finds. 
in the Cross his one and only ground of glorying before: 
God. 

In Ezekiel 14: 14 three men of God are grouped 
together, Daniel, Noah and Job. Daniel in his vision saw· 
an end of sins (9 : 24). Noah saw the end of all flesh_ 
(Gen. 6: 13). And J9b saw the end of the Lord that He 
was gracious (Jas. 5: 11). Job was a worshipper at the 
last. The three portions in Galatians ·correspond to the
experiences of these n1ighty men. They also find an i11 us
tration in the trespass offering, the sin-9ffering and the
burnt-offering respectively. The Cross not only ren1oves. 
our transgressions (Gal. 1: 4), it atones for what we are
inherently (Gal. 2: 20), and it gives us that which is a 
sweet savour to God to glory in, in His presence (Gal.. 
6-: 14). 

2. COLLECTIVELY

Seeing the Cross has such an important place in the life 
of the individual it should have a corre�pondingly important 
place in the corporate life and testiinony of the churches_ 

(a) This will be manifest first in their message. Each
church, or company• of believers is to be the ground and. 
pillar of the truth in its locality. It is intended to be the: 
monument raised up. of God in that place to the truth 
concerning Christ. Its message should be "Christ and 
Him crucified". Let there be no ·embellishments, but .a 
straightforward declaration of· the Gospel. The preacher 
should never cater to itching ears, but preach with a divine· 
urgency to aching hearts and burdened consciences. There 
is balm in Gilead. There is salvation from sin, its guilt 
and power. There is deliverance through the Gospel. '" A 
faithful witness delivereth souls." Let each gathering of 
Christians see that the message of the Cross has a pre
eminent place in its testimony. 
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(b) It will also be n1anifest in their adherence to the
.ordinances, inasmuch as both are vitalJy connected with the 
•Cross .
. Baptis,n.-Of the Apostolic days we read that " many
·heard, believed and were baptised" (Acts 18: 8). Baptism
<loes not wash away the filth of the flesh, it has no saving
virtue, but it is the answer or demand of a good conscience
ioward God (1 Pet. 3: 21). In baptisn1 the. believer public1y
·puts on Christ (Gal. 3: 27). It is a public confession of
Christ as Lord. Moreover, it is symbolic of our union
with Christ in death, burial and resurrection. It is the
.1ikenes.s of His death. As He went down into death, the
billows and waves of judgment went over Him. This is
but shadowed ·in the waters that go over the believer as
be is immersed. It is the privilege and responsibility of
,every Christian to thus testify to his union with Christ in
this threefold way, and it is the duty of each church to
:see that this truth is taught a�d practised.
The Lord's Supper.-Early Christians met on the first 
day of the week for the express purpose of breaking bread 
t.(Acts 20: 7). Even with Paul visiting it was not set aside in 
Ja vour of preaching. Of all the gatherings of the week 
-it is the one when believers meet for the specific purpose
-0f remembering the Lord·, thus proclaiming the Lord's
-death (1 Cor. 11 : 25-27). It was never intended to be the
badge of a party or the hallmark of a sect. It is the blood
bought privilege of every child of God, if his life is clean
.and doctrine· sound.

For preaching the Gospel and the ministry of the Word, 
_gift is necessary, but not so to meet to re1ne1nber the Lord. 
Hearts filled with love and gratitude for His saving grace, 
:and occupied with the glories of the One Who is ' fairest 
of all the childreµ of men ' and the ' altogether lovely ' 
·One are what is needed then. Our Lord anticipated that
there would be sn1all companies when He said " Where
two or three are gathered together in My Name there am
I in the midst of them". The Supper was intended as a
memorial feast to keep ever before the assemblies the ground
of their redemption and the basis of their relationship with
-Ood. After Jacob and Laban had n1ade a covenant they
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ate together. So we, as the beneficiaries of the New 
Testament, partake of this supper in lieu of the Covenant 
thereby having fellowship with God over the death of His; 
Son. - Saphir de.signates it as a sealing ordinance. Time� 
of awakening in Israel always witnessed the renewal of the 
Passover. So may we be in that con.dition of spirituat 
awakeness that co"llectively there 1nay be given to this supper 
the place of importance that it should have, not merely as
an ordinance but as the constant reminder of the Cross. 
and all its accomplishments and claims. 

. 
. 

, In bringing these brief studies to a conclusion, the· 
words of our Lord recprded in the Gospel of John come' 

to mind. 
"As Moses lifted up the serpent in 'the wilderness� 

even so must the Son of Man be lifted up " (3: 14). 
"When ye have lifted up the Son of Man, then shalh 

ye know that I am" (8: 28). 
"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, shall draw 

all men unto· Me " (12: 32). 
It is thus that ou:i; Lord emphasizes the tremendous; 

in1portance of the Cross. As the uplifted serpent was the: 
on]J- way of life for the bitten Israelite, so in the Cross of' 
Christ alone is there any hope. of salvation for n1ankind .. 

But besides being the only refuge from the storn1 or 
wrath that is about to engulf the world, by it, the claim$ 
of Christ to Deity have been vindicated. As the Centurion. 
stood by the Cross, heard His cry, and saw Him die: 
amid rending rocks and a darkened sky, he was forced to, 
confess, "Truly this was the Son of God." In. doing so, 
he was the forerunner of a multitude that no man can� 
number. 

Having been lifted up, He has, ever since, been drawing: 
all sorts and conditions of men unto Him. Rich and poor:,. 
high and low, educated and illiterate, without distinction. 
of caste, creed or colour have been attracted to Him and 
have found salvation in His sacrificial death. Those who) 
have not responded to the magnetism of His love in this. 
day of grace will be called before Hin1 in judgment. By 
virtue of authority invested in Him, because of His death_;.
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He will summon them to stand before the Great White· 
Throne to receive the penalty for their sins. 

Sir James Y. Si1npson, M.D., the inventor of chloroform, 
once gave the following testimony :-"When I was a boy at 
school I saw a sight I can never forget-. a Jman tied to a cart 
and dragged before the people's eyes through the streets of 
1ny native town, his back torn and bleeding from the lash. It 
was a shameful punishment. For n1any offences? No ; for 
one offence. Did any of the towns1neri offer to divide the 
lashes with him ? No ! he who com1nitted the offence bore 
the penalty alone. It was the· penalty of a changing human 
law, for it wa.s the last instance of its infliction. 

"When I was a student at the University I saw another 
sight I can never forget-a man brought out to die. His 
arms were pinioned, his face was already pale as death
thousands of eager eyes were on him as he came up from 
the jail in sight. Did any man ask to die in his room? Did 
any friend come out and loose the rope, and say, "Put 
it around my neck, I will die instead " ? No; he underwent 
the sentence of the .law. For many offences? No ; for one 
offence. He had stolen a money parcel from a stagecoach. 
He broke the law at one point and, died for it. It was the 
penalty of a changing human law in this case also ; it was 
the last instance of capital punishment being inflicted for 
that offence. 

" I saw another sight I shall never forget-myself a 
sinner, standing on the brink of ruin, condemned to eternal 
punishn1ent in the lake of fire. For one sin? No ; for 
many, many sins co1n1nitted against the unchangiog laws 
of God. I looked again, and beheld Jesus Christ become 
my Substitute. He bore in His own body on the tree all 
the punishment for my sin. He died on the Cross that I 
might live in the glory. He suffered, the JusT for the unjust, 
that He might bring n1e to God. " 

HALLELUJAH, WHAT A SAVIOUR! 
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