
THE 

BOOK OF ESTMER. 
PROPHETIC FORESHRDOWINGS 

FROM THE BOOK WITH NO 
DIVINE NfiME IN IT. 

BY 

W. J. M^CLURE. 





FOREWORD. 

J T is with a sense of their real value to the people of 

God, that we issue and most heartily commend the 

truths set forth so simply, forcibly, and practically in this 

Volume, by the esteemed Author. 

" T h e Book of Esther" is a portion of the Sacred Word 

to which little attention has been directed in oral ministry, 

with the result that very little of its teaching and its mes

sage to us of the present time, is known among Christians 

generally. And yet it is a part of God's Book in which all 

whose desire and aim is to do the will of God, and to 

prove His faithfulness toward all who honour Him, ought 

to be particularly interested in a day of halting decision 

and compromising obedience, like the present. For here 

•we see that it is possible for a true-hearted individual saint, 

living in a time of general failure, to keep that Word which 

God has given to all His people, and to do those things 

which bring His approval and His blessing, even when 

there are few to stand at his side or to share his path. 

And here, in bright and blissful evidence, we have the 

Lord's own witness to that faithful Word of His which 

can never fail: " Them that honour Me, I will honour." 

May the reader prove its power in his personal life and 

experience. 

The message of the whole Book is one eminently season

able to the times in which our lot is cast, characterized as 

they are by unholy compromise, half-hearted recognition 
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of the claims of God and His Word, and halting decision-

in the doing of what of that will is known. For here we 

have finely traced for our encouragement and cheer, the path 

of a solitary witness for God, standing firm and fast for 

the truth of God, at a time when the greater number of 

his brethren had practically let it slip, and having "mingled 

among the heathen," had "learned their works" (Psa.- cvi. 

35). But in Mordecai another spirit is seen. And to him 

the sure promise of God, true ever, and failing never— 

"Them that honour Me, I will honour" (1 Sam. ii. 30)— 

is fulfilled in full and blessed measure which may well 

encourage all who seek amid these last days, to exalt 

the honour of the living Lord and the claims of Kis holy 

Word, above their own ease and popularity among men. 

May the reader prove in happy personal experience, that it 

is better to " trust in the Lord " and " keep His way," than 

to go with the multitude in an easier and more popular path. 

J. R. 



INTRODUCTION. 

""FHE Book of Esther is an exception to all the other 

Books of the Bible, in that there is no Divine name 

in it. But though that is the case, no other of all the 

Books in the Bible is so full of God's actings for His own. 

In Esther, we have some very remarkable pictures of 

coming prophetic events. These, we do not use as types, 

but rather as the apostle used the history of Hagar (Gal. 

iv. 24)—as allegories. 

We have spoken in the following pages only of the things 

which are suggested in this little Book, and our use of the 

Book is not to prove those things by it, but rather to illus

trate the prophetic events taught in other Scriptures—we 

speak of by means of what we find in Esther. 

We have a wide scope in this Book, and among the things 

pictured are—The Gospel; The Setting Aside of the Pro

fessing Church; The Jews once more taken up by God; 

The Antichrist; The Great Tribulation ; The Coming of 

the Lord for the Deliverance of the Jews ; etc., etc. 

The Book of Esther was never more needed than at the 

present moment when the people of God are being sorely 

tried by present conditions in the great labour world. 

Mordecai proved God and found Him a very present help 

in time of trouble. And his example should be an inspira

tion to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ, and who put 

God and His Word to the test. 

The Book illustrates the humiliation and glorification of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and this must ever be an engaging 

theme for believers. , . , 





THE BOOK OF ESTHER. 
Prophetic Foreshadowing from 

the Book with No Divine Name in it. 

C H A P T E R I. 

THE DECREE OF DEATH. 
" A ND Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, There is a. 

certain people scattered abroad and dispersed 

among the people in all the provinces of thy kingdom ; 

and their laws are diverse from all people; neither keep 

they the king's laws: therefore it is not for the king's 

profit to suffer them. If it please the king, let it be 

written that they may be destroyed And the 

king took his ring from his hand, and gave it unto Haman 

the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews' enemy. 

And the king said unto Haman, The silver is given to 

thee, the people also, to do with them as it seemeth good 

to thee" (Esther iii. 8 - n ) . 

Having obtained this power, Haman goes on to prove 

the truth of that word, " The tender mercies of the wicked 

are cruel." All is arranged, the king's scribes are set to 

work, and the letters which publish the decree of death 

are written. Then we read, " And the letters were sent by 

posts into all the king's provinces, to destroy, to kill, and 

to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, little 

children and women" (ver. 13.) 
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150 THE BOOK OF ESTHER. 

What a sinister picture of Satan this Haman is, who 

thus plots the extermination of a race. Satan in his enmity 

to God, sought to accomplish the doom of the whole of 

Adam's race. That Haman, through lying and misrepresent

ing the Jews, had almost succeeded, does not make it less 

a fact, that it was from the throne that that decree went 

forth, and that the law of the Medes and Persians was 

irrevocable. 

Nor does the fact that it was Satan who in his hatred 

of God and his creature man, "beguiled" our first parents, 

in any way alter the fact that they disobeyed God and sin

ned, and thus came under the penalty of sin—death. And 

it is with this fact that men have to do now. God's un

alterable law has declared—that " T h e soul that sinneth 

it shall die " ; that " The wages of sin is death." And from 

sin's penalty there is no possibility of escape. The sinner 

must die, or one must die for him, for the demands of the 

law must be met. 

The decree in Esther reached everywhere in that vast 

empire, for we read—" The copy of the writing for a com

mandment to be given in every province was published unto 

all people" (ver. 14). So is it with the law of God. It 

was given that "every mouth may be stopped and all the 

world may become guilty before God" (Rom. iii. 19)— 

" for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God" 

(ver. 23). How sweeping are these words, embracing in 

their scope, ALL. N O matter who, high and low, rich and 

poor, coarse and cultured, religiousi and rreligious, are 

equally doomed. God's law is a great leveller, "for there 

is no difference." 
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" And in every province, whithersoever the king's com

mandment and his decree came, there was great mourning 

among the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and wailing, 

and many lay in sackcloth and ashes" (chap. iv. 3). . 

Where can we find a better picture of the effect produced, 

when the sou! has entered into the realization of sin, and 

the penalty of sin, from a holy, sin-hating, and sin-punish

ing God? Tiiis passage describes what must be found in 

greater or less measure in every one whom the Holy Spirit 

has convicted of sin. Those Jews lost all relish for " t h e 

good things of this life," as they thought of the doom that 

hung over them. And so must it be with every truly 

awakened sinner. 

Had some person ventured to comfort a group of weep

ing Jews with the suggestion that the decree would never 

be carried out, and that it was needless to distress them

selves as they were doing, his words would have fallen very 

flat, and he would have utterly failed in his purpose. They 

would have reminded him of the fact, that they had to do 

with the " Law of the Medes and Persians which altereth 

n o t " ; and that " No decree nor statute which the king 

establisheth may be changed" (Dan. vL 8-15). The popular 

doctrine of no hell, no eternal punishment of sin, may make 

those who are deceived thereby aasy in their minds. They 

have never known what it is to be awakened by the Spirit 

of God. But the consciences of men and women convicted 

by the Spirit, know that the threatenings of God against 

sin are not mere " stage thunder," but the utterances of a 

God who cannot lie, and God's Word will stand for ever. 



C H A P T E R II. 

THE DECREE OF LIFE. 
"\ i TE have seen that the law of the Medes and Persians 

did not change, that any command or decree signed 

by the king and sealed with his ring, no man might alter. 

How then can these Jews escape the sentence of the decree? 

This question may well suggest itself to the awakened sin

ner, as he thinks of the holy law of God, against" which he 

has sinned, and whose curse he has incurred. With a soul 

dealt with by God, the question is not, " How can God send 

me to hell ? " but rather, " How can God be holy and not 

send me there ? " 

It is one of the beauties of this little Book of Esther, 

and something that marks its Divine authorship, that right 

at this point we have a picture of the vicarious sacrifice of 

Christ, as the only way by which God could save sinners 

in a way perfectly consistent with His character as the holy 

and righteous God. 

" Go gather together all the Jews that are present in 

Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink, 

.hree days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast 

likewise ; and so will 1 go in unto the presence of the king, 

which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I 

perish" (chap. iv. 16). 

These noble words were spoken by Queen Esther. The 

law to which she refers, was, that if any came uninvited into 

the king's presence, unless he held out the golden sceptre, 
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that person was to be put to death. Such were the pre

cautions taken by these Persian monarchs against being 

assassinated. 

Now, as Esther had not been invited to go in for thirty 

days (iv. 11), she might well hesitate to go. Who can tell 

but that the fitful affections of the king has been trans

ferred to another than she, during these thirty days ? Or 

again, may not her nationality have been discovered, and 

the king in fear from some desperate act on the part of 

these Jews who were under the death sentence ? 

Everything was calculated to make her shrink from taking 

the risk involved in going uninvited into the royal presence. 

But why should she take it ? The shadow of a violent 

death hangs over her people, and she will risk her life to 

save them, and so her noble resolve is to go into the pre

sence of the king, even though she perish. She went, and 

the golden sceptre was held out, and in the mighty hand 

of God, that act was used to bring about the salvation of 

the Jews. 

We turn to learn what this faintly foreshadows. The 

Word tells of a time when the Son of God in wondrous 

grace, with our sin confessed as His own, went into the 

presence of God, the holy, sin-punishing God, at the place 

called Calvary. But, it was not with Him as with Queen 

Esther. No golden sceptre was held out to greet Him. 

It was the sword of Divine wrath against sin, that He met 

there. As we read, "Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, 

and against the Man that is My Fellow, saith the Lord of 

hosts: smite the Shepherd" (Zech. xiii. 7). No voice 

stayed that sword from reaching His heart—as was the 
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case with Isaac on Mount Moriah—when He took our 
place and in love unbounded bore the penalty of our sins. 

Through Esther going in unto the king, a new decree is 
issued. It goes forth from the king, signed and sealed with 

his ring, as had been the case with the first one (chap. viii. 

8 - n ) . It is not a setting aside of the old decree of death, 

but the sending out of a new decree of life. * 

Through the death of the Lord Jesus on the Cross, God 

can now send His decree of life to those under sentence of 

death. " Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel 

(good news) to every creature " (Mark xvi. 15). The claims 

of the law have been met and satisfied, and God can now 

in perfect righteousness save the very guiltiest sinner of 

Adam's race. 

The reception of the decree of life, and the joy that it-

brought to the Jews, brings before us the result of believ

ing the Gospel. What scenes of sorrow and distress were 

witnessed under the first decree. Everywhere, men and 

women weeping, wailing, wearing sackcloth and sitting in 

ashes. We see a very different picture under the second. 

" And in every province, and in every city, whithersoever 

the king's commandment and his decree came, the Jews 

had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day. And many 

of the people of the land became Jews ; for the fear of the 

Jews fell upon them" (chap. viii. 17). 

What a contrast to what we see in 6hap. iv. 3. And it 

is a well-founded joy we have here, for it is based on the 
decree of the king. The royal posts had come into their 
midst bearing from the throne this decree of life. And 
what urgency the message demanded! In chap. iii. 15 we 
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read that the first decree was "hastened," but of this decree 

granting the Jews life, we read (chap. viii. 14), that the 

posts " went out, being hastened and pressed on by the 

king's commandment." One is reminded here of God 

"walking " in the garden, when it was a matter of expelling 

Adam and Eve from it. But, in Luke xv. 20, in wondrous 

contrast to this, when the father saw the returning prodigal, 

he " ran " to welcome him back. Little touches like this, 

make the pictures of Esther very precious, and assure one 

that God watched over it to bring out what illustrates the 

truth of His grace, as revealed in the New Testament, and 

made known in the Gospel to sinners. 

The joy of the Jews in Esther, corresponds with their 

great sorrow. And, where conviction of sin has been deep, 

joy will be correspondingly great. But even in cases of 

real conversion, little depth of exercise means, as a rule, 

that there is little of the estatic joy as seen in our picture. 

The character of the preaching may often account for this. 

Deeper ploughing, the better is the wheat. The soul that 

has had a realizing sense of being in danger of spending 

eternity in the lake of fire, will enter fully into the meaning 

of the picture in chap. viii. 16-17. 



C H A P T E R III . 

GOD'S CARE OVER HIS PEOPLE. 

n P H E fact that no Divine name occurs in the Book of 

Esther at first sight is somewhat strange. Yet this 

is but one of the proofs of its inspiration, and of the in

spiration of the whole Bible. It is very certain that if 

cunning men had undertaken to foist a book of theirs upon 

the Church, as being inspired of God, they never would 

have omitted the Name of God, or any Divine name 

from it. 

It may be asked, Why should God do this ? We believe 

the answer to be, that, at the time to which the Book of 

Esther refers, God had opened up the way for the Jews to 

return to Palestine, from the dispersion that took place 

under Nebuchadnezzar. But it would seem that many 

chose to remain among the heathen, rather than return to 

their own land. This is a very sad proof of their state of 

heart, when instead of being eager to get back to the place 

of sacrifice, where once more they could worship and serve 

God according to His Word, they have no heart to go. 

What reasons they would give for this we can only guess 

Perhaps they, like those in Jer. xlii. 14, thought that they 

would be less subject to the alarm of war in Medo-Persia 

than in Judea. Or their opportunities for making money 

might be greater. In any case, they voluntarily chose to 

remain among the heathen, and so God cannot publicly 

identify Himself openly with them as there. But while He 
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withholds His presence, hides Himself, as it were, He 

watches over them with a sleepless eye, so that no Book in 

the whole Bible is more full of God's care for His own, 

than is this little Book of Esther. 

Thus it has ever been, and ever will be. No child of 

God can ever be, where he ceases to be an object ot God's 

special care. But he may be, where he cannot, because of 

disobedience, have the realized presence of God. Or, he 

may be where God can and will manifest Himself to him. 

" He that hath My commandments and keepeth them, 

he it is that loveth M e : and he that loveth Me shall be 

loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 

Myself to h im" (John xiv. 21). Again, in ver. 23, " I f a 

man love Me, he will keep My Words, and My Father will 

love him, and We will come unto him, and make Our abode 

with him." 

Nothing can be plainer than this. Disobedience causes 

many of the people of God to forfeit the manifested pre

sence of God, and all the joy and strength that His presence 

means. Many who have seen the truth, as to separation 

from the world, and especially the religious mixtures of the 

systems of men, go on in them, with a bad conscience and 

with the consequent loss of the smile of God. In 2 Cor. 

vi. 16-18 we have God speaking to those who are His sons 

and daughters by the new birth. And yet He holds out 

as an inducement to their separation from every unequal 

yoke, that He will be their God and they shall be His 

people. That He will receive them and be a Father unto 

them, and that they shall be His sons and daughters. 

Surely this means that some of His people put themselves 
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where He cannot thus act the Father's part toward them, 

as God ever desires to do for His own. 

The history of Abraham and Lot points this very lesson. 

Out in separation on the plains of Mamre, Abraham has 

the joy and honour of entertaining our Lord Jesus in His 

pre-incarnate state. How gladly He accepted his hospi

tality, and then opened up to Abraham what He was going 

to do to Sodom and the cities of the plain. 

Down in Sodom, Lot is seen dwelling. He also is dear 

to God and must not be left to perish with the ungodly. 

But like many believers to-day, he is trying to improve the 

godless cities which have long since passed the stage of 

improvement. Had he been where Abraham was, he would 

have had the mind of God about this, and would not have 

vexed his righteous soul with the job. All he knows as to 

God's judgment of them is learned when he is dragged out 

of them by the angels of God. The Lord does not go to 

him there, and even the angels reluctantly accept such fare 

as he can give in Sodom. Alas ! there are many Lots to

day, saved men and women, who in their ignorance of God's 

Word, or disobedience to it, are busy trying to make the 

world better! And the first thing that will make them realize 

its true character will be, their being caught away out of it, 

at the Lord's coming. God believes in compensation. 

Abraham may not have found on the plains of Mamre all 

that would minister to nature, as Lot might find in Sodom. 

But that was far more than made up for, by fellowship with 

God, and in the intelligence he acquired in communing 

with God. It has ever been God's way to reveal His mind 

to those who seek to walk in separation with Himself. 



CHAPTER IV. 

"THEM THAT HONOUR ME I WILL HONOUR." 

CZ EW opportunities have ever been afforded God, among 

His people, better than we have in the case of Mor-

decai, to illustrate the truth of the words, " Them that 

honour Me I will honour." It did look as if in honouring 

God, Mordecai was not only going to suffer himself, but 

was also going to bring disaster upon many others of his 

race, who never would themselves have taken a stand that 

would have exposed them to so great a danger. 

" After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman 

the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, 

and set his seat above all the princes that were with him. 

And all the king's servants, that were in the king's gate, 

bowed, and reverenced Haman : for the king had so com

manded concerning him. But Mordecai bowed not, nor 

did him reverence" (chap. iii. 1-2). 

Why should Mordecai act contrary to the command of 

the king in the matter of paying homage to his favourite ? 

If it were a-question of jealousy, it is a contemptible thing 

in one who knows God. If it is merely that he judges the 

man Haman unworthy of the honours that the king has 

bestowed upon him, then he would have been acting in a 

most unbecoming manner, for it was the king's business to 

honour whom he pleased. But Mordecai's refusal to bow 

to Haman, was because God's Word forbade it. Haman 

was the decendant of a race with whom God §wore to have 
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"war from generation to generation" (Exod. xvii. 19), un

til He had blotted out their name from under heaven. 

When Israel came out of the land of Egypt, just as they 

were entering the wilderness, Hainan's forebears of Amalek, 

fell upon the "faint and the weary" (Deut. xxv. 17), and 

God never forgot, nor would He have His people forget, 

that wicked, cowardly attack. He charged them to blot 

out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. And 

when Saul was made king, He laid that same burden on 

him. 

So with Exod. xvii., Deut. xxv., and 1 Sam. xv. before 

him, what other course was open to Mordecai, or to any 

man who would honour God, but to refuse to own the 

Agagite ? When it is a clear issue between the Word of 

God and the word of the mightiest king or empire on earth, 

then the believer cannot hesitate for a moment: God's Word 

is paramount and " ought" to be obeyed (Acts v. 29). 

" Then the king's servants which were in the king's gate 

said unto him, 'Why transgressest thou the king's command

ment ? ' Now it came to pass when they spake daily unto 

him, that he hearkened not unto them " (chap. iii. 3-4). 

We are not told just what they said to him, but we may be 

sure that then, as now, there would be those who would 

advise Mordecai not to be so strict, and that even if he did 

not believe in Haman, for his own and his people's sake, 

it would be " good policy " to do what all the king's servants 

were doing. We admire the constancy of Mordecai, who 

went on day after day, taking sides with God against His 

enemy—the Amalekite. 

Then came the dark days, when the cruel edict was 
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issued, which gave the whole race of the Jews over to 

death. How it must have tried Mordecai! If it were 

only himself that was made to suffer, it would be compara

tively easy; but he, by his action, has involved others near 

and dear to him. After all, may he not have been over

much righteous ? No, not a whit, for he has the Word of 

God, and it cannot be wrong. I t may look as if he and 

the rest of his race are to perish for this stand, but that is 

for God to look after. He has said, "Them that honour Me 

I will honour," and Mordecai had sought to do this. And 

right well will God fulfil His Word to him, for all the plans 

of the enemy will be overthrown, and the fate that Haman 

had intended for Mordecai, becomes his own, for he is to 

be hanged on the gallows in his own garden, and the wealth 

and dignities that he fondly believed were to be his own, 

are to be given to Mordecai. 

What encouragement is here for those who are brought 

into situations where it seems to be a question of bowing 

to something which is clearly opposed to God, or of suffer

ing for righteousness and involving others in suffering? 

For example, a Christian man is working at his trade, and 

he is told that unless he will join a Trades' Union he must 

quit. What is he to do? He has his family to support. 

He sees how utterly it is opposed to the truth of God 

learned from His Word, that he should make common 

cause with the world in this thing. It would be becoming 

unequally yoked up with the unsaved, which the Word of 

the Lord forbids (2 Cor. vi. 14). Some would suggest that 

he should "join," and pay the dues of the Union, but not 

attend their meetings. Many, alas, seek to compromise 
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with their conscience in this way, to enable them to go on 

pleasantly, and avoid suffering. But it is a dishonourable 

path, and none the less becoming unequally yoked with 

the cause. It is bowing to Haman, to avoid reproach. 

But there are godly souls here and there of the Mordecai 

spirit, and they, knowing what God has said, seek at all 

costs to go by it, willing to work for less remuneration and 

preserve a good conscience. Such, give God the oppor

tunity, that His heart delights to take, of showing that 

those who honour Him, He will honour, and this not only 

by and by at the Judgment Seat of Christ, but here and 

now. 



C H A P T E R V. 

OLD FOES ON A NEW BATTLEGfiOUND. 

yV\ OST striking is it to notice the genealogy of the two 

principal actors in the scenes of this Book of 

Esther. Take that of Mordecai. " Now in Shushan, the 

palace, there was a certain Jew, whose name was Mordecai, 

the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Ben-

jamite" (chap. ii. 5). He is, therefore, a very near relation 

of king Saul. L.et us see who Haman is. "After these 

things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of 

Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his 

seat above all the princes that were with him " (chap. iii. 1). 

Here we have an Amalekite, of the family, of Agag, the 

king, the man whom Saul spared, when God told him to 

" utterly destroy " all of Amalek's race. 

What thoughts crowd upon us as we see these two, face 

to face in Medo-Persia. It is a far cry, back to Palestine 

and to the days of Saul, and farther still to the days of 

Rephidim, in Exodus xvii., but our thoughts hark back 

there. When Amalek made that cruel attack upon the 

faint and weary of Israel, he made Jehovah his enemy, and 

there is to be no truce between Amalek and Israel until the 

remembrance of Amalek is blotted out from under heaven. 

When Saul was established king in Israel, God gave him 

instructions to do what Israel has failed to do. " Now go 

and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, 

and spare them not, but slay both man and woman, infant 
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and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass " ( i Sam. xv. 3). 

God knew the need for carrying out to the letter this com

mand. But, instead of obeying it fully, Saul, we read in 

verse 9, " spared Agag," the king. 

The years go by, but this disobedience of Saul is to bear 

a sorrowful aftermath. He had lost his throne and his life 

through it (1 Sam. xv. 26 ; 2 Sam. i. 8-10). And now his 

posterity, far away from the land, are to suffer at the hands 

of those enemies whom he had spared. The shadow of an 

awful death is to hang over the men, women and children 

of Saul's race. And, but for the ever-watchful care of God 

over them, the Amalekite would have done the very thing 

to the Jews, that God had told Saul to do to them. Oh, 

the bitter irony of it! The people whom God had 

appointed to utter extermination, but whom Israel spared, 

now seek to exterminate the chosen race of Israel. How 

Satan must have gloated over this apparent turning of the 

tables on God! And that he did not succeed, was due 

wholly to the care and kindness of that God for His fail

ing people. 

In this, there is doubtless a needed lesson for the people 

of God now. Amalek speaks of that inveterate enemy that 

all have, the flesh. I t is nowhere taught in the Word of 

God that the flesh is to be irradicated or exterminated, or 

that the believer is to get rid of it, until we meet the Lord 

in the air, or are taken to be with Him. In such teaching 

as is common in some quarters, to the effect that such a 

deliverance is possible here and now, we have just the 

unscriptural vagaries of a spurious holiness, the teachers 

of which, promise what they have not, and cannot have 
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themselves. And those who know the Word of God, must 

reject and turn away from it. 

But while the flesh is not to be exterminated now, while 

there can be no " fight to a finish " with it, yet the will of 

God in relation to every saint is, that victory over the lusts 

of the flesh should be the normal, and not an exceptional 

experience of His people. 

When Saul was made king, there was power put in his 

hands by God for accomplishing His purpose in regard to 

Amalek. He failed, when there was no need to fail; he 

spared Agag when he was in his power, and the time came 

when the Amalekite did not spare him. 

So it is with many of the Lord's people. Some lust of 

the flesh, some habit or association which could easily 

have been subdued, in the early power and freshness of the 

new life, has, like Agag, been spared. There has been no 

clean cut, no decisive victory, and the fact that there is 

nothing openly bad in the life, lulls the believer's conscience 

to sleep, and like Saul, he may say, " I have performed the 

commandment of the Lord," when the evidences of Saul's 

half-fought fight were sounding in Samuel's ears. 

But these drawn battles, or half-fought fights, only mean 

trouble ahead, for they must be fought over again, and 

always under less favourable circumstances. Israel facing 

Amalek in Palestine, and Israel facing him in Medo-Persia 

were two very different matters. How much trouble and 

sorrow God's people have to pass through, on account of 

some sin unjudged! Let us remember that as Saul was 

empowered by God to deal with Amalek, so are fre em

powered by the Spirit to deal with the works of the flesh. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE PROFESSING CHUfiCH SET ASIDE; 
THE JEW IN FAVOUR. 

I N the setting aside of Vashti, a Gentile, and her place 

being filled by Esther, a Jewess, we have a very apt 

•dispensational picture. We do not wish to speak of these 

things in Esther as types, nor to put fanciful interpreta

tions on them as pictures. But we believe we should fail 

to read the Book aright, were we to miss seeing the applica

tion of them to prophetic events revealed in God's Word. 

In the setting aside of this Gentile queen, and her place 

being given to one of the Jewish race, we have what illus

trates the setting aside of the professing Church, which 

might be spoken of as the Gentile Church—called from 

the Nations, according to Acts xv. 14—and other Scrip

tures. And the reason for Vashti losing her place of favour, 

well fits in the picture, for it was her failure to shew her 

beauty, and for disobedience to her lord. 

We read that king Ahasuerus commanded the chamber

lains " To bring Vashti the queen before the king with the 

crown royal, to shew the people and the princes her beauty: 

for she was fair to look on. But the queen Vashti refused 

to come at the king's commandment by his chamberlains " 

(chap. i. 11-12). So the decree was to "Give her royal 

estate unto another that is better than she." 

In Rom., chap, xi., the Gentiles are likened to a " wild 

olive tree," and through the fall of Israel they have got a 
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place in the "good olive tree," but that place is held con

ditionally. It is no question here of the salvation of the 

individual, for in verse 22 we have the intimation that the 

Gentile will forfeit it. " Behold therefore the goodness 

and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but 

toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in His goodness: 

otherwise thou also shall be cut off." 

Here, then, is the dread sentence that is so soon to lead 

to the rejection of the professing Church. We ask, has it 

continued in God's goodness ? The answer, from all who 

have eyes to see, must be, surely not. Its failure is greater 

than that of those who were set aside, that it might get the 

place of public testimony in the world. And the great sin 

of the professing Church is, that which lost Vashti her 

place, disobedience. Disobedience to One whom she pro

fesses to own as her Lord. Human creeds have taken the 

place of the Word of the Lord in her counsels, so that it is 

not any longer, "Wha t does the Word of God teach ?" but, 

" What does our Church teach ? " From Catholicism down 

to the newest sect of Protestantism, disobedience to Christ 

is the most marked characteristic of our day. 

The suggestion we have in Vashti failing to show her 

beauty, may well turn our minds to the change that has 

taken place in that which was so fair and beautiful in its 

early years. We look back to the time recorded in Acts 

ii.-viii., and are struck with the simplicity that is to be seen 

there. We look abroad over what is linked up with the 

Name of Christ to-day, and what do we see? A»baptised 

mass of dead profession, in which is seen all stages of 

departure from the truth of God, right down to Satanic 
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systems of Christ-dishonouring, soul-destroying error. Such 

is what we have to contemplate on all hands to-day. 

And as the time of its rejection by Christ draws near, 

the awful picture of that meretricious woman in Rev., chap, 

xvii., is becoming more and more realised. Men are now 

greatly exercised as to the " unification of Christendom," 

and it is near. And nothing will help it on so quickly as 

the taking away of all those who have life, out of the dead 

thing. Then those left will get together, Rome dominating 

them all. 

Just as the Jew had to be set aside ere God could take 

up the Church, so will the professing Church have to be 

set aside ere God can take up His earthly people, Israel, 

and reinstate them in His favour again. The first step in 

the setting aside of the professing Church will be the tak

ing up of all the saved, when the Lord comes to " the air " 

(Thess. iv. 17). The next will be, when He allows the great 

head of the ten kingdoms and his ten confederate kings to 

destroy that corrupt Church, appropriating its vast wealth 

to secular uses (Rev. xvii. 16). Here we see in Esther, 

the consort of the great ruler of the world, king Ahasuerus, 

a foreshadowing of the nation of Israel linked up with Him 

who is yet to reign over the earth. The relation that they 

will sustain to Him, in no way touches that of His heavenly 

people. It will be in Palestine that they will be associated 

with Him as the Messiah; ours is to be with Him as His 

Bride in the heavenly places. But we shall see more of 

this, and the Jew and the land, as we go on. 



C H A P T E R VII. 

THE JEWS BACK IN PALESTINE. 
1 i / H I L E the scenes recorded in the Book of Esther take 

place in Medo-Persia, yet the very position of this 
Book gives the suggestion of a return to the land. Esther 
is one of three little Books, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, 
which come in between 2 Chron., which closes with God's 
judgement on the Jews, in carrying them away out of the 
land by Nebuchadnezzar, and the Book of Job, which shows 
us the faithfulness of God, and Job coming out of his great 
trial with doubled riches, and a more wonderful acquaint
anceship with God than he could have had, apart from that 
trial. And this position is surely striking enough, to shew 
design on God's part in thus arranging these Books. 

But there is another thing, and if possible more striking, 
and that is, Ezra and Nehemiah both speak of the return 
of part of the captivity from Babylon. So will it be with 
the events foreshadowed in Esther. They will occur after 
the Jews are back again in their land; so God has arranged 
the order in which these three Books come, and the place 
they occupy in His Word, to picture this. 

That the return of the Jews to Palestine is an event of 
the near future, no Christian who knows what God has 
said about that event, and has marked the trend of recent 
history, can for a moment doubt. And we may quite 
expect to see it very shortly. If God let the nation go on 
with their temple ritual, for some forty years after the Church 
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actually began, why may the two things not run concur

rently for some time at the close ? We do not say that it 

will be so, but there is no reason why it should not be, if 

the Lord does not soon come. We know that the false 

Messiah cannot be manifested until the Church has gone 

from earth, but we must remember that when he does come, 

he finds them in their land. 

The revival in recent years of the national life of the 

Jews, and the happenings of the great war, all proclaim 

that the existence of a Jewish State in Palestine will soon 

be an accomplished fact. God began by allowing the long 

dormant national life of the Jews to have a revival after 

about eighteen centuries of deadness. But what would 

that revival have availed, had Turkey still held Palestine ? 

Then came the great world war. In that war it would have 

been wisdom on the part of Turkey to have taken sides 

with France, Great Britain, and their Allies. If she had 

even consented to remain neutral, the integrity of her 

territory would have been guaranteed. One might ask, 

why did she not do one or other of these two things ? The 

only satisfactory answer is, God overruled. And so she 

cast in her lot with the Central Powers, thus relieving 

France and Britain of any obligations toward her. And so 

while in the Crimean war, British and Allied troops fought 

to bolster up that corrupt nation, in this war they have 

driven her out of Palestine. 

This change is not due to any desire on the part of the 

statesmen of Europe to fulfil the purposes of God. Most 

of them, doubtless, do not know these purposes. But they 

are His tools that He takes up and uses when He requires. 
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And if this one thing alone—the freedom of Palestine from 

Turkish oppression—were all that is to come out of the 

great war, then it has not been in vain. 

We look over the dealings of God with His earthly people, 

and we see how He often puts great forces in motion, just 

to bring them where He wished them to be. He wished 

to get Jacob and his sons down into Egypt, and to accom

plish that, He sent a famine, of which we read that it 

" was over all the face of the earth," and again, " the famine 

was sore in all lands." Then when the time came, that 

He would have them out of Egypt, He caused a dynasty to 

be overturned, and a new one to be set up. And the new 

one was as cruel to Israel as the old one had been kind. 

But that was God's purpose, in order that they might be 

weaned from Egypt. One more case. When the time 

came for Christ to be born, Mary was living in Nazareth, 

in Galilee. But Christ must be born in Bethlehem (Micah 

v. 2), which was the natal city of both Joseph and Mary. 

How, then, are the Scriptures to be fulfilled, if they remain 

in Nazareth ? They could not be. So just then, Caesar 

Augustus issues a decree that all the world should be taxed 

or enrolled, and all must go to their natal cities for this.. 

And this decree brought Mary to Bethlehem of Judea, at 

the right time, and there Christ was born. 

Man would say that these were big forces to employ to 

accomplish little things. Not so. These are big things. 

Things in which the eternal purposes of God are concerned. 

What man deems important, may be of little account with 

God, and what is deemed very trifling by man, is often of 

greatest moment to God. And, in view of His purposes in 
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regard to Israel and the earth, we say, if nothing else 
came out of the terrible shaking up among the nations 
of the earth, during the great war, but the freedom of 
Palestine, then it has not been in vain. 



C H A P T E R VIII. 

THE GREAT TRIBULATION. 
""THE remnant in a coming day, might well use the words 

of that hymn we so often sing:— 
" With mercy and with judgment 

My web of time He wove." 

For both " mercy and judgment" are seen in their being 
brought through that " day of Jacob's trouble," back to the 
land. 

The name used all through the Book of Esther for the 
people of God, is the Jews. This term is applied to the 
southern kingdom. Those who remained true to the house 
of David, when the ten tribes separated from them and set 
up on their own account under Jeroboam, form the north
ern kingdom, known as Israel. Some 700 years before 
Christ came, these ten tribes were carried away, and have 
not since been restored. So that they were not in the land 
when Christ came. 

The southern kingdom was carried to Babylon by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and restored in part after 70 years cap
tivity. The descendants were in the land when Christ came 
and they rejected Him (John i. 12). Part of God's judg
ment on them for that rejection is, that they are to be in 
the land when the false Messiah comes, and to receive him. 
This brings out the righteous character of God's dealings 
with His people. Israel, or the ten tribes, did not reject 
Christ when He came, as they were in dispersion. So 
they do not come on the scene till the Great Tribulation 
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is past, so that they are not seen in it. But, for them too, 

God has His judgments. Idolatry was the sin for which 

they were carried away. And Ezek. xx. 33-39 shows how 

they will be dealt with in chastisement and purged from 

their doom, ere they enter into millennial rest and blessing 

under the Messiah. 

It is theyews, then, that figure in the troubles of the Book 

of Esther. And the one who causes them to pass through 

those troubles is Haman, a shadow of the coming man of 

sin. Haman means " magnificent." And the man before 

whom apostate Christendom will bow, and whom the 

majority of the Jews will accept as their Messiah, will be 

the most magrfificent man, apart from our Lord, that the 

world has ever seen. H e will be all that man can desire : 

a scholar, a soldier, a statesman, and a diplomat, who will 

be able to sway men irresistibly. And Haman offers 

another suggestion. He had ten sons, so the coming man 

is to be over-lord of the Roman Empire, with ten subord

inate kings. 

When the Lord Jesus came in lowly guise, His people 

were offended in Him. What they wanted was one coming 

in regal splendour. They did not know that before He could 

come as the Lion to crush His, and their foes, and reign, 

He must come as the Lamb to die, that sin may be put 

away, His Father glorified, and a solid basis laid in right

eousness, on which His reign might rest. Without any 

sense of sin, they overlooked what had been said of the 

Messiah in Isaiah liii. and Dan. ix. 26. So will it be with 

the bulk of the nation in a coming day. The same lack of 

brokenness on account of sin will mark them, and they 



THE GREAT TRIBULATION. 175 

also will look for one coming in glory and power. And 
most likely Satan will misuse the Word of God to deceive 
them, pointing to such Scriptures as Psa. lxxii. 8-u, where 
kings are to be subject to God's Messiah. 

Among other considerations, this thought keeps us from 
taking the beast of Rev. xiii. 11 (usually spoken of as " the 
second beast,") as the false Messiah. That one claims 
nothing, he is seen pointing men to the beast of verses 1-8. 
And that one, the first beast, is the one who will answer to 
what the Jews are looking for. Though head of the Roman 
Empire, he will not be a Gentile, but an apostate Israelite 
(Dan. xi. 37-38: Gen. xlix. 16-18). That an Israelite 
should get to such a position as head of the Roman Empire, 
presents no very great difficulty, as one of that race was 
once the Premier of Great Britain. And if the thought 
should be suggested, that an Israelite as head would prevent 
Rome from being a Gentile Power, we reply, a Jewish 
Premier did not change the character of the British Empire. 
As to how it will all be brought about, we know that God 
will see to it, that in those days of stress and change, that 
that man shall get the place. 

The plans of Haman seemed to be working out without 
a hitch, and nothing seems to be possible, humanly speak
ing, to save the Jews from extinction. Every moment 
brings the dreaded time nearer, when that orgy of slaughter 
must begin. Well might the Jews feel as the Remnant will 
feel in the time of the " Great Tribulation," as expressed 
in many of the Psalms which apply to that time, in which 
they are heard to cry, " How long, O Lord." " Why with-
drawest Thou thy hand." "Hath God forgotten to be 
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gracious ? hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies ? " 
" Will the Lord cast off for ever ? will He be favourable 
no more? is His mercy clean gone for ever? doth His 
promise fail for evermore ?" Such expressions will be 
-wrung from the hearts of the suffering Jewish Remnant in 
that future " time of trouble." But they surely must have 
been the breathings of the hearts of those dear Jews, as 
they waited, as they feared in vain, for deliverance from 
their cruel enemy, and the death he had prepared for them. 



CHAPTER IX, 

THE CRISIS. 
" / " " \ N that night could not the king sleep. And he com

manded to bring the Book of the records of the 

Chronicles; and they were read before the king. And it 

was found written, that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and 

Teresh, two of the king's chamberlains, the keepers of the 

door, who sought to lay hands on the king Ahasuerus. 

And the king said, What honour and dignity hath been 

done to Mordecai for this? Then, said the king's servants 

that ministered unto him, There is nothing done for him. 

And the king said, Who is in the court ? Now Haman was 

come into the outward court of the king's house, to speak 

unto the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had 

prepared for him. And the king's servants said unto him, 

Behold Haman standeth in the court, and the king said, 

Let him come in. So Haman came in, and the king said 

unto him, What shall be done unto the man whom the king 

delighteth to honour?" (chap. vi. 1-6). 

" On that night," what a night of dark despair that must 

have been for Mordecai and the rest of his friends. On 

the morrow, Haman is to hang him on the gallows in his 

garden. And how long that night must have seemed to 

Haman, who can scarce bide his time until he shall see 

the hated Jew hanged on the gallows, in full view of all his 

friends. And so he is early astir on this morning, to get 

the business settled. 
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But God is ahead of him, for it was of His doing, that 

" on that night could not the king sleep." And the sleep

less king does something which seems rather strange. He 

sends for the Book of the records of the Chronicles of his 

kingdom, and he finds there an account of a conspiracy to 

assassinate him., which had been revealed by one Mordecai. 

He very naturally asked what had been done in the way of 

rewarding this Mordecai, and was told that nothing had 

been done for him. We can imagine his feelings, at such 

a service having been allowed to pass unrewarded. But 

in this seeming ingratitude, we surely see the over-ruling 

hand of God, who had His own ends to serve by allowing 

the king to forget it, as He had done in the case of Joseph 

and Pharoah's chief butler, who forgat his Deliverer, that 

He might make it serve His purpose just at the right time. 

Haman has come in to the king with his request that 

the officers be sent to arrest Mordecai, and hang him on 

the gallows. But the king has the first word, and he asks 

Haman, " what shall be done unto the man whom the king 

delighteth to honour ? " In Hainan's mind there is only 

one man whom the king could think of honouring, and 

that was Haman, for he is here a picture of the one of 

whom it is written, " He exalteth himself." So with 

Haman in his mind, he asks for everything, short of 

the throne of the kingdom itself. And so the Persian king 

decrees, " For the man whom the king delighteth to honour. 

Let the royal apparel be brought which the king useth to 

wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and the 

crown royal which is set upon his head: And let this 

apparel and horse be delivered to the hand of one of the 
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king's most noble princes, that they may array the man 

withal whom the king delighteth to honour, and bring him 

on horseback through the street of the city, and proclaim 

before him. Thus shall it be done to the man whom the 

king delighteth to honour" (verses 7-9). 

How the heart of Haman must have swelled with pride, 

in anticipation of the high honour that he was so sure he 

was just about to have as his, for thought he, " To whom 

would the king delight to do honour more than to myself" 

(ver. 6). 

T H E ENEMY OUTWITTED. 

" Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, and take 

the apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and do EVEN 

so TO MORDECAI THE JEW, that sitteth at the king's gate: 

let nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken" (ver. 10). 

Haman must have doubted his senses; surely his ears had 

deceived him. It cannot be, that the man for whom he 

has prepared such an ignominious end, is to be elevated 

to a place next to royalty itself. The thought is appalling 

and unbearable. But the king's words, " Make haste," 

and, " Let nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken," 

remind him that it is his wisdom to obey at once. "Then 

took Haman the apparel and the horse, and arrayed Mor

decai, and brought him on horseback through the street 

of the city, and proclaimed before him. Thus shall it be 

done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour " 

(ver. 11). Was ever the counsel set man so completely 

overturned ? 

Again and again in the Word of God, and in His deal

ings with His people, we are led to wonder and admire 
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His ways, which are always perfect. He lets the enemy 
apparently triumph over His people, until he thinks that 
they are in his hand and no power can deliver them. 
Then God, " who never is before His time, and never is 
behind," steps in, and upsets all the plans of the enemy, 
and delivers His people in a way worthy of Himself. 



C H A P T E R X. 

THE APPEASING OF THE LORD IN GLORY. 

" A ND Mordecai went out from the presence of the king 
in royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great 

crown of gold, and with a garment of fine linen and purple: 
and the city of Shushan rejoiced, and was glad. The Jews 
had light, and gladness, and joy, and honour" (chap. viii. 
15-16). 

We read in Psa. cii. r6, "When the Lord shall build up 
Zion, He shall appear in His glory." And in the scene 
described in these two verses, we have a bright picture of 
our Lord Jesus as He comes forth for the deliverance of 
His earthly people, at the time of their last and sorest 
persecution. Look at the man for whom the gallows were 
erected. What a wondrous change has taken place in his 
circumstances. He is now clad in royal robes, and a crown 
of gold is on his head. 

Mordecai means " little man," and in this surely he brings 
before us Him, who though He was very God, yet in grace 
stooped to become man. As we read, " Who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men : 
And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross " (Phil. ii. 6-8). 

It was then, when He hid His power and veiled His 
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glory, and could say, " I am a worm and no man," that 

Hi s enemies "se t Him at nought," and Judas sold Him 

for the price of a slave. In condescending grace He be

came fully, what Mordecai was in measure—"little" in the 

eyes of man—small and despised among men. But just as 

Mordecai, the Jew, was raised from the place of lowliness 

to the highest pinnacle of glory, so we read of Him who 

was despised and rejected of men, "Wherefore God 

also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a Name 

which is above every name : That at the Name of Jesus, 

every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 

earth, and things under the earth ; And that every tongue 

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father" (Phil. ii. 9-11). And just as He went 

lower down than any man, down to the lowest place, so 

He has been exalted to the highest, to the right hand of the 

throne of God. The cry that was raised before Mordecai, 

as he was led in triumph through the city, was, "Thus 

shall it be done unto the man whom the king delighteth 

to honour," and this by command of the Persian monarch. 

So is it God the Father's will now, " That all men should 

honour the Son, even as they honour the Father" (John 

v. 23). Those who refuse now, will have to own Jesus 

Christ as Lord by and by. And not only here on earth 

where H e is still rejected, but those who have gone from 

this scene and are now in hell, must own Him also, bow

ing to Him as Lord. Soon He will come forth from those 

heavens in which, for a season, He is " hid in God," in 

manifested power and glory, and in the very scene of His 

shame and death, He will be glorified by all. 
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T H E J E W DELIVERED. 

"And the Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and 

honour: And in every province, and in every city, whither

soever the king's commandment and his decree came, the 

Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day. And 

many of the people of the land became Jews : for the fear 

of the Jews fell upon them" (chap. viii. 16-17). " A n d 

all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and the 

deputies, and officers of the king, helped the Jews : because 

the fear of Mordecai fell upon them " (chap. ix. 3). What 

a wondrous change has come over the circumstances of 

these Jews. From being the most despised race in Medo-

Persia, they have suddenly become the most honoured. 

From being the lawful prey of all who cared to attack them, 

they are now the dread of their enemies. And all this has 

been brought about owing to their kinship with Mordecai, 

by his exaltation to the place of power, and by his going 

forth in royal apparel, with the great crown of gold upon 

his head. 

The picture here is so full and plain, that little is re

quired to be said about it. It portrays in a very vivid 

manner, what is held in store for that people in days to 

come. Just before the Lord appears for their deliverance 

and salvation, they will, as we have seen when considering 

their place in " t h e Great Tribulation," have reached the 

very lowest depth of their weakness, suffering and despair, 

and appear to be shut up to the rage and power of their 

enemies. But the Lord has His eye upon them, and H e 

knows that they have no help in man. It is indeed this 

that He waits for, as we read, " For the Lord will judge 
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His people, and repent Himself for His servants, when He 

seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut up 

or left" (Deut. xxxii. 36). This has ever been God's way 

with His people. On Moriah of old, God gave faith a 

lesson in waiting on Himself. It was just when, to all 

appearance, Isaac must die, that God stepped in, and Isaac 

was saved. And then we have a little word, which seems 

a bit obscure, " And Abraham called the name of that place 

Jehovah-Jireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the 

Lord it shall be^ seen "—or, " He shall be seen " (mar.) 

(Gen. xxii. 14). The meaning of the verse is expressed in 

the saying, so often heard, " Man's extremity is God's 

opportunity." The Jews had indeed reached their extremity, 

in the days spoken of in Esther. But God came in just 

then, and from that place of reproach, with none to help, 

where there were none too poor or low to insult them, and 

by His mighty arm stretched forth on their behalf, they were 

raised to where there were none too rich or noble to refuse 

to honour them. Verily, God turns man's ways upside 

down, and causeth even the wrath of man to praise Him. 



C H A P T E R X I . 

THE DOOM OF THE BEAST AND THE TEN KINGS. 

"T~HE end of this man Haman, the Agagite, and his sons, 
is most suggestive, and in keeping with all the rest 

of the events recorded in this Book of Esther, in its faith
fulness as a picture of coming events. The special doom 
of Haman, in being hanged alone, is to be specially 
observed, as compared with the end of his ten sons, of 
whom we read that they were killed by the sword. This 
may surely be read as a Divine-foreshadowing of the end 
of " the Beast, the last great enemy of Israel, and his ten 
confederate kings." 

" So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepared for Mordecai" (chap. vii. 10). "Thus the Jews 
smote all their enemies with the stroke of the sword, 
The ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Jew's 
enemy, slew they" (chap. ix. 5-10). This foreshadows 
what we have in Rev. xix. 20-21, " And the Beast was taken, 
and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before 
him, with which he deceived them that had received the 
mark of the Beast, and them that worshipped his image. 
These BOTH were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimstone. And the remnant were slain with the sword 
of Him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded 
out of His mouth : and all the fowls were filled with their 
flesh." 

Haman's end came very quickly and very unexpectedly. 
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Everything seemed to be coming his way, and all his plans 

were working beautifully, and success looked certain. But 

God took a hand in the game, and then all was changed 

instantly. Haman had intended to see Mordecai hanging 

on the gallows which he had erected in his own garden, 

but without the formalities of a trial, he himself is hurried 

off and hanged on that same gallows. 

And so it will be, that in the moment of the apparently 

supreme triumph of the Man of Sin, he will come to his 

end, and an ignominious end it will assuredly be. For, 

" he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the 

seas, in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to 

his end, and none shall help h im" (Dan. xi. 45). We see 

him earlier in favour and great glory in Jerusalem, " the 

city of the great king," the appointed capital of the 

Messiah's earthly kingdom. And he is there pretending to 

be that Messiah. He has all but reached the prize for 

which he has sold his soul to Satan, for it was from him 

that he received the kingdoms of the world and the glory 

of them. He accepts them on the same terms offered by 

Satan to the Lord Jesus, but refused by Him (Matt. iv. 

8-10). But in that moment of his appointed triumph, 

down from the open heavens comes our blessed Lord, 

accompanied by His glorified saints, and swift as a flash 

of lightning, the Beast, the great Arch-ruler of the Roman 

world, and the false prophet, his colleague in crime, are 

together hurled into the lake of fire. In their case there 

is no need for the formalities of a trial. They are caught 

red-handed in their crime, and summarily hastened to their 

retribution. They only, of all the millions of the lost men, 



THE DOOM OF THE BEAST AND THE TEN KINGS. 187 

will not need to stand in the Judgment of the Great White 

Throne, as all other unsaved ones will. They go to their 

eternal doom, alive. 

And this is the end of the greatest monarch of all time ! 

" The man who made the earth to tremble, and did shake 

kingdoms" (Isa. xiv. 16). He passes as in a moment from 

all the pomp and glory of earth, from the admiration and 

the worship of millions, to an eternity under the wrath of 

God in the lake of fire. He got the kingdoms of the world 

and the glory of them on Satan's terms ; he held the glitter

ing prize for a brief space, but all this is past now: and 

a deceiver, himself, he has been deceived by Satan, who 

used him as his tool, that he might hold the earth against 

God. 

Of the army of armies that came with him to take 

Jerusalem, we read, " And the remnant were slain with the 

sword of Him that sat upon the horse." They came in 

all the pride of their numbers and their power, in all their 

chivalry and boast, counting on having everything their 

own way. But they meet disaster and death. Their vast 

wealth enriches the people they meant to crush, while their 

decomposing bodies fertilize the soil of Palestine. God 

will make this last invasion like with the one which occur

red in the reign of Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. xx.), when the 

people of Judah were three days in gathering the spoils of 

the enemy, who had come up in great power against them, 

but whom God had settled with, Himself. So shall it be, 

in fuller and immensely greater measure, in the day that 

Anti-christ and his mighty host are met and conquered by 

the Lord, as He returns to earth in power and glory. 



C H A P T E R XII. 

A MILLENNIAL PICTURE. 
*"T*HIS little Book of Esther closes with a chapter of 

three verses. The second verse speaks of the "great" 
ness of Mordecai, whereunto the king advanced him." 
Here we are reminded of Him, who became Man to suffer 
for sin, but who now as Man is exalted by the Father, 
"far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come : And hath put 
all things under His feet, and gave Him to be Head over 
all things to the Church" (Eph. i. 21-22). Such is the 
greatness of our Mordecai, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
because of humiliation here, and of His "obedience unto 
death, even the death of the cross," is now " exalted far 
above all heavens," to be " Head over all things "—" Head 
of all principality and power" (Col. ii. 10). For has He 
not claimed: " All power is given unto Me in heaven and 
in earth " (Matt, xxviii. 18). And this place and portion 
as the glorified Man is His, because He won it by stoop
ing to the lowest place, and the death of the cross. 

"Next unto the king" (ver. 3). In Gen. xli. 40, Pharoah 
said to Joseph, " Only in the throne will I be greater than 
thou." In applying such words to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we remember how very fully the Word guards His eternal 
glory, as co-equal and co-eternal with the Father. He 
could, and did claim, " I and My Father are One." And 
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the Word tells that He ever "was with God, and that He 
was God" (John i. i). And when in grace He became man, 
we read that, "He thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God," or " Deemed not equality with God a thing to be 
grasped at." He was God, and could therefore rightly 
claim to be. But the Anti-christ, a man, "will seek to grasp 
at the place of God, and will claim to be what he is not. 
For we read of him, " Who opposeth and exalteth himself 
above all that is called God, or that is worshipped: so that 
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself 
that he is God " (2 Thess. ii. 4). In this man of pride, the 
Anti-christ, we see come to maturity the seed sown in the 
hearts of our first parents in the garden, " Ye shall be as 
gods." It has been manifested in one way and another ever 
since, sometimes in a more blasphemous way than others, 
but in the Anti-christ it has come to full maturity, and 
reached the climax of its iniquity. Therefore God has to 
deal with it; and he does unsparingly and without mercy. 

" Next unto the king." Christ as the perfect Servant of 
the Father, is suggested here. We think of Him down in 
this world, ever doing the Father's will, faithful amidst 
unfaithfulness, so that He drew forth the appreciation of 
the Father, in those words, " This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." And He will be no less the 
Father's Servant, by and by, on the throne up there, than 
He was in the world down here. For 1 Cor. xv. 24-28 
presents Him as the One who is to reign until He has put 
down all enemies. And then will be completed that work 
the Father gave Him to do. Then, as a successful General 
who has been entrusted by his Sovereign with the putting 
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down of a rebellion in his kingdom, his work being finished, 
he brings his commission to the king and reports that it is 
done. So, we are told in i Cor. xv. 28, that having subdued 
all things to God, our Lord Jesus Christ, as Man, will be 
Himself subject to God. And then it is that He will be 
able to say in the fullest measure, " I have finished the 
work Thou gavest me to do." This is the " end" the per
fect accomplishment of that work for which He became 
Man. But there is no "end" to His reign with His 
glorified Church. Even when this earth passes away and 
a new one takes its place, we see the heavenly Jerusalem 
take up the same place in relation to the new earth, that 
it had occupied in relation to the millennial earth. 

" Great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude 
of his brethren." What a change shall have taken place in 
the hearts of the Jews ere the Lord will be to them what 
Mordecai is seen to be here! But that change will take 
place, and it will be in the same order too. For their 
repentance and conversion (Zech. xii. 10-14; x"i- J) wiH 
be after they have passed through that " time of Jacob's 
trouble " (Jer. xxx. 7), as shadowed forth in Esther. 

" Seeking the wealth of his people, and speaking peace 
to all his seed." How this recalls the story of Joseph. But 
the Word it specially recalls is that in Gen. 1. 21, "Now 
therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. 
And he comforted them and spake kindly unto them." As 
with Joseph and his brethren, so will it be with the 
Jewish people, when gathered back to their own land. 
Under Christ's peaceful rule, they will dwell in security 
and in blessing. 


