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THE SIGN OF THE PROPHET JONAH 

"But He answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to 
it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. For as Jonas was three days 
and three nights in the whale's belly ; so shall the Son of Man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth " (Matt. xii. 
38-40). 

T H E foregoing words were spoken by the Lord 
when, after He had cast out a demon, the Pharisees 
said He did it through Beelzebub, the prince of 
the demons. Following tha t incident, " certain 
of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, 
Master, we would see a sign from Thee." To 
this demand the Lord replied in the words quoted 
above, and He further said : " The men of Nineveh 
shall rise in the judgment with the men of this 
generation, and shall condemn i t ; because they 
repented at the preaching of Jonas ; and behold, 
a greater than Jonas is here." 

Again, after the feeding of the four thousand, 
when He came to the coasts of Magdala, " the 
Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempt
ing, desired Him that He would show them a sign 
from heaven. He answered and said unto them, 
When it is evening, ye say, I t will be fair weather, 
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for the sky is red. And in the morning, I t will be 
foul weather to-day, for the sky is red and lowering. 
O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky, 
but can ye not discern the signs of the times ? A 
wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after 
a sign ; and there shall no sign be given unto 
i t , b u t THE SIGN OF THE PROPHET JONAS " (Matt . 
xvi. 1-4). 

Thus, on two distinct occasions, the Lord 
directed attention to the Book of Jonah as containing 
the prophetic type of the great " sign from heaven " 
by which His Person and Work were authenticated 
of God. This double reference to the prophet 
Jonah, and the transcendent importance of the 
lesson which, by the Lord's own statement, is 
contained in it, invests the little Book of Jonah 
with peculiar interest. 

A " wicked and adulterous generat ion" is a 
generation whose heart is turned away from 
God. The Lord quoted the words of Isaiah and 
applied them to the scribes and Pharisees, saying, 
" This people draweth nigh unto Me with their 
mouth, and honoureth Me with their lips, but 
their HEART is far from M e " (Matt. xv. 8). The 
turning-away of the heart from God is described 
in the Scriptures as spiritual adultery. When 
the heart is turned away from God it always 
seeks an excuse to justify its unbelief. I t demands 
something more than God has given for faith to 
rest upon. I t demands a sign from heaven. To 
all such demands the answer of God is still the same : 
" No sign shall be given save the sign of the prophet 

onas. 
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RESURRECTION : T H E FOUNDATION FACT OF THE 

GOSPEL. 

The great fact of all facts proclaimed by God 
to sinful men is that Jesus Christ, Who was crucified 
on Calvary, " died for our sins, according to the 
Scriptures, and was buried, and rose again the 
third day, according to the Scriptures " (Cor. xv. 
3, 4). They who believe that proclamation receive 
the Salvation of the Lord. Those who refuse 
to believe that Christ rose from the dead, make 
the Son of God like unto those sinners whom He 
died to save. They make His death to be the death 
of a sinful man, for they declare that His body 
remained in the grave to see corruption. They 
make Him to be under the power of death ; and 
thus they deny the whole basis of salvation. What
ever prospect there is for sinful human beings 
depends absolutely upon the sign of the prophet 
Jonas. If that be not a true sign, then there is 
no hope for man ; then they which are fallen asleep 
in Christ are perished, and we who believe on Him 
are, of all men, the most miserable. 

The prayer which Jonah uttered while in the belly 
of the great fish is one of the most remarkable 
passages of Scripture. Some of its striking features 
we purpose to point out later on ; but just now 
we would call attention to the words in which the 
utterance culminates—" Salvation is of the Lord." 
When Jonah reached that conclusion, his deliverance 
was at hand, for then " the Lord spake unto the 
fish, and it vomited Jonah upon the dry land." 

Human beings are all come into the same situation 
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in which Jonah found himself. They are swallowed 
up by a great monster ; for " the whole world lieth 
in the Wicked O n e " (i John v. 19). Like Jonah, 
the offspring of Adam came into that desperate 
condition through departure from the Word of 
God. Like Jonah, they have no means of escape. 
Men are very clever ; they have invented many 
devices for making the interior of the great sea-
monster a more agreeable place to pass their time 
in, but they have invented no ingenious contrivance, 
no mighty engine, no potent chemical combination, 
no code of morals, no elaborate religious system, 
whereby a single human being can escape from the 
dominion of sin and death. Truly, " Salvation 
is of THE L O R D . " Man's works, whether works 
of power or works of righteousness, are all in 
vain. 

When, however, a sinner of Adam's race realises 
that he has indeed departed from the way of God 
and fallen into the power of a mighty being whose 
helpless prey he is ; and when he realises that 
human strength, human intelligence, and human 
goodness avail nothing for deliverance; when, 
in a word, he realises that " salvation is of the 
Lord," then the hour of his deliverance is come. 
God " speaks " and the miracle of the new birth 
takes place. Thus Jonah became pre-eminently 
the type of all types, the type of the Divine Saviour, 
bringing the sinner up out of the depths of sin and 
darkness into light, and liberty, and love, and joy, 
and service, and everything that pertains to 
" newness of life." For Jonah was born again, 
born out of water and of the Spirit. 
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TYPES OF RESURRECTION IN THE OLD 

TESTAMENT. 

The Old Testament contains many clear types 
of the Resurrection. Those types begin early in 
the sacred volume, and their frequent occurrence 
testifies strongly to the importance of the subject. 
God's purpose manifested from the beginning 
was to have a people bom from the dead. 

In the first chapter of Genesis, we read that on 
the third day God brought up the earth from out 
of the waters in which it was buried. That was 
the first baptism, the first great figure of death, 
burial, and resurrection. On the third day God said, 
" Let the waters be gathered together in one place, 
and let the dryland appear." And the earth imme
diately came forth into the light and air already 
prepared for it. Moreover, God spake again to 
the earth, and the earth became fruitful. 

In like manner as God spake first to the waters, 
commanding them to release the earth, and then 
to the earth, commanding fruitfulness; so He 
spake first to the great fish, commanding it to release 
Jonah, and then to Jonah, commanding him to 
go preach in Nineveh. The lesson is the same. 

Then we come to the ark of Noah, another great 
and clear type of Resurrection. For the Apostle 
Peter tells us tha t the ark is like baptism, a figure 
of that which saves us by the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ (i Pet. iii. 21). The ark was delivered 
from the waters of death and judgment on the 
seventeenth day of the seventh month (Gen. viii. 
4) ; for on that day the ark " rested " on Mount 
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Ararat. God reckons the date of that event to 
be important, for He caused it to be recorded. 
The importance of the date becomes evident when we 
associate it with another event, the Passover, which 
represents the death of Christ, and which occurred on 
the fourteenth day of the seventh month. Three days 
later He arose, on the date of the resting of the 
ark, the type of Resurrection. And then, after 
the deliverance of those who were in the ark, God 
spake to Noah, commanding fruitfulness. " And 
God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth." 

Reading on further in Genesis, we come to 
Abraham, brought out by the Word of the Lord 
from the idolatries of the heathen, himself "as good 
as dead," and whom God commanded to be fruitful, 
saying, " I will make My covenant between Me 
and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly" 
(Gen. xvii. 3). 

Further on we read of Isaac, a very clear type 
of resurrection from the dead, from whence, 
it is written, his father " received him in a figure " 
(Heb. xi. 19). After Abraham and Isaac had gone 
three days' journey to the place appointed, God 
spake, delivering Isaac from death, saying, " Lay 
not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any
thing unto him." And through this man, raised 
as it were from the dead, God caused fruit to be 
produced, saying, " In blessing I will bless thee, 
and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the 
stars of heaven, and as the sand which is upon the 
seashore " (Gen. xxii. 12-17). 

Then we come to the case of Joseph, thrown 
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into a pit and raised up again to be a prince and 
saviour even to those who cast him out. Joseph 
also was cast into prison and associated with two 
malefactors, one of whom was saved ; and the third 
year Joseph was brought out to be the deliverer of 
the Gentiles and of his own people. Moreover, he 
called his second son Ephraim : " for," he said, 
" God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of 
my affliction" (Gen. xli. 52). 

Again, we read of the Israelites delivered from 
Egypt at God's command, baptised in the Red 
Sea, which they crossed on the third day (Ex. xiv. 
21-22). 

Again, we have the crossing of Jordan by the 
ark with all the people " after three days." Thus, 
as it were by death and resurrection, the people 
of Jehovah entered the land promised to them 
(Josh. hi. 2, 17). And so we might go on, finding 
other types of the same great truth, foreshadowing 
that God's way of deliverance for His people is by 
Resurrection. And there is no other way. 

T H E UNIQUE IMPORTANCE OF THE BOOK OF JONAH. 

Seeing then, that the Old Testament contains 
types of the Resurrection so numerous and so 
striking, it is a fact of the utmost significance that 
the Lord Jesus Christ, when He came to select 
from the storehouse of types which He was to 
fulfil, made deliberate choice of the experience 
of the prophet Jonah, choosing that, and that alone. 
By this selection, the Lord raised the Book of 
Jonah to a place of foremost prominence and 
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importance, and especially the event of his being 
cast into the sea, swallowed by a great fish, and 
brought back to life again, by the Word of God 
on the third day. 

In view of the unique position which the Lord 
has thus given to the remarkable experience of 
Jonah, it is not to be wondered at that the Book 
of Jonah has been the object of special attacks 
by the enemies of truth. I t would be very strange 
indeed were it otherwise. The Lord Jesus has Him
self linked His own Resurrection from the dead, upon 
which the salvation of sinners absolutely depends, 
directly with the deliverance of Jonah from the belly 
of the great fish. Any questioning of the one event 
raises a question as to the other also. This is 
the explanation of the special efforts that have 
been made to discredit the experience of Jonah. 

GOD F R E E L Y ACTING IN H I S OWN CREATION. 

Another striking characteristic of the Book of 
Jonah is that in it we are permitted to see, as 
perhaps in no other portion of Scripture, the Creator, 
acting directly and freely in His own creation, 
doing just as He pleases with His creatures, entirely 
unhampered by what the wise men of this world 
are pleased to call the " laws of nature." 

When Jonah fled from the presence of the Lord 
and went his own way " the Lord sent out a great 
wind into the sea " ; and we see the " stormy wind 
fulfilling His Word." Moreover, the Lord, fore
knowing that Jonah would be cast into the sea, 
" h a d prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah." 
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Furthermore, when the hour of Jonah's deliverance 
arrived, " the Lord spake unto the fish," and it 
obeyed Him. Again, " the Lord God prepared a 
gourd and made it to come up over Jonah " ; and 
furthermore, " God prepared a worm , . . and 
it smote the gourd " ; and finally, " God prepared 
a vehement east wind." 

So we are given to see the Lord doing as 
He pleases in His own creation and commanding 
obedience from His own creatures. That, however, 
is something which the learning of the day would not 
permit God to do. I t will not hear of such a thing 
as an alteration in " the course of events," or 
tolerate any interference by the Supreme Being 
with the " l aws of nature." Hence the learning 
of our day has set itself with peculiar determination 
against the Book of Jonah. And this opposition 
of science, falsely so called, has influenced many 
who have a sort of faith in the Bible. I t has caused 
the Book of Jonah to be neglected and regarded 
with doubt and suspicion. There are many who 
would readily enough admit that God could prepare 
a worm capable of smiting the gourd, but who deem 
it utterly incredible that God could prepare a 
great fish to swallow Jonah. Yet the preparing 
of the great fish is no more difficult than the pre
paring of the worm to Him who created all things, 
and Who upholds all things by the word of His 
power. 

T H E SIGN AND THE COUNTERSIGN. 

The matter stands thus : The Lord Jesus Christ 
linked the experience of Jonah, in being swallowed 
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by the great fish and thrown up again, with the 
fact of His own death and resurrection. In one 
saying He asserts the truth of both events. Nay, 
more, He makes the one fact depend upon the 
other; for He said, " As Jonah was three days 
and three nights in the belly of the great fish, 
so shall the Son of Man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth." He cited that 
Scripture, and that alone, as proof from Holy Writ 
that He should die and rise again. Furthermore, 
He testified that the Gentile city of Nineveh had 
repented at the preaching of one who had been 
swallowed up in the great deep for three days and 
three nights; thus figuring that He Himself, 
when raised from the dead, would be believed on 
among the Genitles. 

It follows that to deny the account of Jonah's 
experience is virtually to deny the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, which is the foundation fact of the 
Gospel, and without which there is no Saviour and 
no salvation. To deny the sign is to deny the 
countersign. 

We should, therefore, turn with the deepest in
terest to the Book of Jonah ; and we should seek 
diligently to possess ourselves of the treasures 
it contains. The more we do so, the more will 
we be rewarded for our pains. It is a wonderful 
little book. It must be so, since the Son of God 
directly calls our attention to it, while on the other 
hand, the Enemy of Truth puts forth his greatest 
efforts to discredit and to turn our attention away 
from it. 
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GOD'S SALVATION : LIFE FROM THE DEAD. 

One of the leading truths to be learned from 
the Book of Jonah is that the salvation of God 
is Resurrection. God's salvation is nothing less 
than bringing forth the sinner from out of the 
dominion and power of death, and giving him new 
life in a new place. All human beings are, from 
the hour of birth, under the power of death. This 
is a fact so palpable that none can deny it. " By one 
man sin entered the world, and death by sin, and 
so death passed upon all men." This is true equally 
of the man of high character and the man of low 
character, of the man who has done his best and 
the man who has done his worst. The greatest 
men, the wisest, the most intelligent, the most 
learned, the strongest and the best, are all under 
the dominion of death. Since all are in precisely 
the same condition by nature, all are in need of 
precisely the same salvation. For there is "no 
difference." Saul of Tarsus, the man of blameless 
life, spent in pious works and religious exercises, 
stood in the same need of God's salvation as the 
woman of Samaria, or the dying thief of Calvary. 
All alike need a Saviour—God, One who reverses 
the course of nature—bringing life out of death. 
For the course of nature, which is governed by sin, 
carries every man from life into death. The 
salvation of God reverses the course of nature, 
bringing men out of death into life. This salvation 
may be described by the one word Resurrection ; 
and that is the supreme lesson of the Book of Jonah. 

So the Gospel brings to light another fact, a 
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fact that is not self-evident like the universal fact of 
death's power over all men, but a fact known never
theless to those who hear and believe the Word 
of God: " But now is Christ RISEN FROM THE DEAD 

and become the first-fruits of them t h a t slept. 
For since BY MAN came death, BY MAN came also 
the Resurrection of the dead " (i Cor. xv. 20, 21). 
Death came by one man, Adam : Resurrection 
came by one man, Jesus Christ. 

There are many who seem to think that the place 
in which they find themselves—the world that 
lieth in the Wicked One—is a good enough place 
to be in. They admit tha t there are defects in it, 
that its advantages are most unequally distributed, 
that it contains much suffering and misery, and 
much crime and wickedness. But they hold the 
soothing doctrine that the world needs only 
a few improvements in its social and political 
arrangements to make it a comfortable and agreeable 
dwelling-place for all human beings; and they 
hold also that men themselves possess the ability 
to devise and introduce all needed improvements. 
But this is not the testimony of the Word of God; it 
is the falsehood of that same " Wicked One " in whom 
the world lies, who is its " prince " and " god," 
and "who has the power of d e a t h " (Heb. ii. 9). 
I t is not the testimony of the Spirit of Truth, for 
He is come to " convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment" (John xvi. 8, 11). 
I t is no part of the mission of Christ to introduce 
social and political changes in the world, but to 
bring Resurrection as a way out. Jonah was not 
so foolish as to suppose that God's salvation would 
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make him a little more comfortable in the fish's 
belly. He looked for deliverance out of it. 

Let none be deceived as to this vital matter. 
The world over which death has absolute dominion 
is not a good place to be in ; and the best possible 
news to those who are in such a place is the news 
of a way out. Hence the prominent fact of God's 
" good news " is the Resurrection, and that is what 
is represented by the sign of the prophet Jonah. 

JONAH A T Y P E OF ISRAEL. 

We may also find in the brief history of Jonah 
a remarkable epitome of the history of the people 
Israel, the indestructible nation. God made Him
self known to Israel. As " the Word of the Lord 
came to Jonah, the son of Amittai," so the Word 
of the Lord was given to Israel; for " unto them 
were committed the Oracles of God " (Rom. iii. 2). 
One purpose of this was that His Name might be 
made known upon earth, His saving health among 
ALL nations. For God purposed from the beginning 
that , through the seed of Abraham ALL the families 
of the earth should be blessed (Gen. xii. 3). But 
Israel, like Jonah, turned away from the mission 
upon which God had sent them. So that has befallen 
them which happened to Jonah. They have been 
cast into the stormy sea of the nations. They 
have been swallowed up. But, like Jonah, they 
will be turned again to the Lord. As it is written 
in the prophecy of Hosea: " After TWO DAYS will 
He revive us ; in the third day He will raise us up 
and we shall live in His sight " (Hos. vi. 2). That 
third day of Israel's scattering among the nations 
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is now arrived.* When the Lord's hour comes, 
He will speak to the nations tha t have swallowed 
up and afflicted His people ; and they will deliver 
them up, and deposit them upon their own land (is 
riot this actually going on at the present moment ?). 

So Israel will be re-born out of the waters of death, 
and will take their God-appointed place at the 
head of the nations. And then, as Jonah fulfilled 
God's commission to the Gentile city of Nineveh 
after he had been, so to speak, born again from the 
dead, so Israel will, in the coming age, make known 
the Name of Jehovah to the nations of the earth. 
" Yea, many people and strong nations shall come 
to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to 
pray before the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts : In those days it shall come to pass that ten 
men shall take hold out of all languages of the 
nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that 
is a Jew, saying, We will go with you, for we have 
heard that God is with you " (Zech. viii. 22, 23). 

J E S U S AND THE RESURRECTION. 

But we do not dwell upon the many important 
lessons that may be traced in the little Book of 
Jonah, for we wish specially to look at the marvellous 
type it presents to us of the essence of " that Gospel 
which," says the Apostle Paul, " I preach among 
the Genti les" (Gal. ii. 2). That Gospel, the only 
Gospel of God preached for the obedience of faith 

* About 2,500 years have elapsed since the captivity of Judah 
by Nebuchadnezzar, and still longer since the captivity of the 
ten tribes. We take it tha t this is a case where " a thousand 
years are as one d a y " with the Lord. So the third day is 
already come and well advanced. 
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among all nations, is concisely stated in Acts xvii. 
18, as consisting of " Jesus and the Resurrection "— 
" Jesus," the Foundation of God; and " the Resur
rection," the seal of authentication which God has 
placed upon the Person and Work of His Son.* • 

For we cannot too often or too earnestly proclaim 
in these days of departure from the faith that the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the 
central fact of Christianity. That is the fact which 
God has commanded to be proclaimed throughout 
the world. The true messenger of God, the true 
prophet, the true evangelist, preaches a risen Christ. 
They preach the Son of God come in flesh, crucified 
for sinners, and raised from the dead to the right 
hand of the Father. The Holy Spirit is come down 
from heaven to witness to the fact of the risen 
Christ. 

After His Resurrection the Lord Jesus Himself 
opened the understanding of His disciples that they 
might understand the Scriptures ; and this is the 
truth He then impressed upon them : " Thus it 
is written, and thus it behoved Christ to surfer 
and to rise from the dead the third day." 

Yes, it " behoved " Him to suffer and to rise 
the third day. Why ? Because " thus it is written." 
To be " the Christ " He must needs fulfil all that 
was written of Him. Without the sufferings 
appointed to Him there would be no glory to follow, 
no salvation, no Christ. For the Spirit of Christ 
in the prophets testified beforehand (to the bewilder-

* See " The Foundation and the Seal," by the Author. Pub
lished by S. E. Roberts, 5A, Paternoster Row, London, E.C. 
Price 2d. post paid. 

17 



ment of the prophets themselves) of the sufferings 
belonging to Christ and of the glories that were 
to follow (i Pet. i. n ) . 

In like manner, the Apostle Paul, when he 
announced the Gospel, " opened " the Scriptures, 
and reasoned with his hearers out of the Scriptures, 
alleging " that Christ MUST NEEDS have suffered 
and risen again from the dead ; and that this Jesus, 
Whom I preach unto you is Christ " (Acts xvii. 2, 3). 

There are two great links to the Apostle's argu
ment. The first is that the Christ of God must needs 
have suffered and risen again. Of this, the Scrip
tures supplied overwhelming proof. Anyone claim
ing to be " the Christ of the Scriptures " must needs 
make his claim good by dying and rising from the 
dead. Unless he died and rose again, he would not 
be the Christ of God, but an impostor, a false Christ. 

The second link is " that this Jesus is the Christ." 
The proof of this is that in every detail down to 
the very last, " this Jesus " fulfilled the many things 
foretold of the Christ, and specially in regard to 
the predicted sufferings of Christ. And then, 
after having suffered according to the Scriptures, 
He appeared in Resurrection to the " witnesses " 
chosen of God to testify this mighty fact to all the 
world (Acts ii. 32; hi. 15 ; v. 31, 32 ; xiii. 29, 31). 

So, upon this great fact of the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, Christianity was founded. Through 
the foolishness of the preaching of that fact, sinners 
were converted, their sins forgiven, eternal life 
bestowed upon them, and they were gathered out 
from a dying world to a risen, living Saviour. For 
" with great power gave the Apostles witness of 
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the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus ; and great 
grace was upon them all " (Acts iv. 33). 

From this we may learn how much is involved 
in the estimate which " modern scholarship " places 
upon the Book of Jonah, and in particular in 
the estimate placed upon the history of Jonah's 
deliverance. And as we begin to realise what is 
at stake, we shall more clearly understand how 
much the Lord based upon the t ruth of the narrative. 
How shall they face Him, they who, in order to gain 
repute among men for superior intelligence or 
superior learning, have discredited the one incident 
of Old Testament history which Christ selected 
as the pedestal for the saving truth of His own 
Resurrection from the dead ? 

Let us, then, increasingly thank God for the 
Book of Jonah. 

W H A T SHALL W E D O UNTO T H E E ? 

The Old Testament is full of " shadows" of 
Him Who was to come. But where shall we look 
for more wonderful and blessed foreshadowings 
of Him, and of His redeeming work, than are 
found in the Book of Jonah ? Let us trace some 
of them for our spiritual profit. 

Here we have Jonah in the vessel, with the mighty 
tempest increasing about it, and the angry waters 
raised by the great wind threatening to break the 
vessel in pieces. That " mighty tempest " repre
sents the righteous wrath of God against man. For 
mankind as a whole has, like Jonah, forsaken the 
mission entrusted to him by his Creator, and has 
turned aside to go his own way. Therefore, in 
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order to save man from the storm of wrath and sure 
destruction into which his own self-willed course 
had brought him, God sent forth His own Son Who, 
as Man, took His place in the world upon which 
the storm was about to break. He came " in the 
likeness of sinful flesh," though Himself without sin. 
He became a partaker of flesh and blood, a sharer 
of all sinless human infirmities, and of all the 
common human experiences incident to the life of 
man in a world filled with corruption, violence, and 
lawlessness. He became like any other passenger 
in this great world-ship, going on its hazardous 
career. I t is specially to be noted that He did not 
take a place of authority or of prominence in the 
world-ship. He did not assume charge of the vessel, 
nor did He offer any counsel whatever to those 
who were navigating it. 

As Jonah was on the vessel as a person of no 
authority—a mere passenger—so the Son of God 
was in the world in " the form of a bond-servant." 
Thus we find Him in the world, not helping in any 
way to conduct, or shape, or influence its affairs, 
but by death and resurrection to provide a way out of 
it before its destruction. Thus He is in the world, 
and the " mighty tempest " rages with increasing 
violence around it. 

Of course the mariners made every effort to save 
themselves and the ship. " The men rowed hard 
to bring it to land, but they could not, for the sea 
wrought and was tempestuous against them." 
And has not everything been tried in the vain 
endeavour to set this wrong world right ? Have not 
earnest men of every generation toiled unceasingly, 
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and tried one expedient after another, in the effort 
to suppress evil, to conquer diseases, to remedy 
injustice, to abolish crime, to relieve human misery 
and distress in their many forms, and in general 
to make the world what men instinctively feel it 
ought to be ? And is not the most blinded " opti
mist " forced to admit that we are yet very, very 
far from ideal conditions, while those who soberly 
face the facts confess that evils are everywhere 
gaining the upper hand ? 

So the question arises which always comes to the 
lips of men who find themselves in a desperate 
situation, " What shall we do ? " 

But, with the mariners of the ship upon which 
Jonah had taken passage, that question took a more 
definite form. Those men did not regard the storm 
as a mere natural phenomenon or chance event. 
It was no ordinary storm, and they rightly reasoned 
that it had a spiritual cause. To men of our day, 
who are wise in their own conceits and who pride 
themselves on superior knowledge and intelligence, 
those mariners were foolish and superstitious men. 
But, on the contrary, they were truly wise. And 
here we find another lesson most appropriate to 
our day. The foolish men are those who seek, 
and attempt to devise, remedies against the con
sequences of sin, while ignoring the cause. 

The mariners accordingly made inquisition by 
lot, and by that means ascertained that Jonah 
was responsible for the impending destruction of 
the vessel. The responsibility being located, the 
question arose, " What shall we do unto THEE that 
the sea may be calm to us ? " To this question 
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there could be but one righteous answer. The one 
who is guilty must bear the condemnation. The man 
who caused the storm must bear the consequences. 
And Jonah himself is compelled to pronounce the 
righteous judgment: " Take me up and cast me forth 
into the sea ; so shall the sea be calm unto you." 

Jonah was truly responsible for the trouble in 
that boat. Jesus Christ was not responsible for 
the trouble that is in the world. But He made 
Himself responsible. He assumed full liability for 
the sin of the world, making it His own, in order 
that those who justly incurred the consequences 
of sin might escape. " By one man (Adam) SIN 
entered the world," and sin became the cause of 
every kind of evil. Jesus Christ, " Who knew no 
sin," was " MADE SIN for us, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him." Thus 
" God sending His own Son, in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and FOR SIN, condemned sin in the flesh, that 
the righteousness of (required by) the law might 
be fulfilled in us who walk not according to the 
flesh, but according to the Spirit." " W E have 
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord 
hath laid ON H I M the iniquity of us ALL." 

These familiar Scriptures contain God's own 
answer to the great question whereof that put to 
Jonah is such a wonderful " shadow." " What 
shall we do unto THEE, that the sea may be calm 
unto us ? " The fulfilment of that " shadow " 
took place when Pilate put to the leaders of the 
Jews the question on which the salvation of the 
world depended : " What shall I do then with Jesus 
which is called Christ ? " They all say unto him, 
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" Let Him be crucified" (Matt, xxvii. 22). Pilate 
had no idea of the significance of the question that 
came to his lips. Nor had Caiaphas any idea of the 
significance of the words he spake when he said 
" that it is expedient FOR US that one man should 
die for the people, and that the whole nation 
perish not. And this he spake not of himself, but 
being high priest that year, he prophesied that 
Jesus should die FOR THAT NATION ; and NOT FOR 

THAT NATION ONLY, but also that He should gather 
together in one the children of God that were 
scattered abroad " (John xi. 50, 52). 

And now we know, by the full light of revelation 
given to us, that Caiaphas and Pontius Pilate, and 
Herod, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, 
while following the counsels of their own wicked 
hearts, were at the same time unwittingly fulfilling 
what God's counsel had determined before to be done 
(Actsiv. 27, 28). As the Apostle Peter, addressing 
the Jews, declared, " And now, brethren, I wot that 
through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. 
But THOSE THINGS which God before had showed by 
the mouth of all His prophets, that CHRIST SHOULD 

SUFFER, He hath so fulfilled" (Acts iii. 18). 
" So they took up Jonah and cast him into the 

sea, and the sea ceased from her raging." In like 
manner the Son of God, who made Himself liable 
for our transgressions, was cast forth to the violence 
of the storm, and sunk under the waves and billows 
of the fierce wrath of God. " But He was wounded 
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him, and with His stripes we are healed." 
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And so, because of what was done unto Him, 
the sea has become calm unto us, and has ceased 
from its raging. 

T H E SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. 

The Apostle Peter was one of those whose 
understanding the Lord opened, that he might 
understand the Scriptures, foretelling the things 
which Christ must needs have suffered. And 
Peter tells us that the Spirit of Christ was in the 
prophets testifying beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ and the glories that should follow ; and that 
unto them it was revealed that those things (which 
they foretold, but were not able to understand) 
were ministered unto them for us, and were the 
very things that are now reported to us by those 
who have preached the Gospel unto us with the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven (i Pet. i. n , 12). 
For, as the Apostle Paul also says, " the Gospel of 
God was promised afore by His prophets in the 
Holy Scriptures " (Rom. i. 1, 2). 

With the help of those Apostolic statements we 
can find many passages of prophetic Scriptures 
wherein the Spirit of Christ was testifying beforehand 
the sufferings of Christ. But in no passage is that 
testimony more clearly given than in the prayer 
recorded in the second chapter of Jonah : 

" Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God 
out of the fish's belly and said : I cried by 
reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and 
He heard me ; out of the belly of hell I cried, 
and Thou heardest my voice." 
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This opening sentence brings to mind the twenty-
second Psalm, and the fifth chapter of Hebrews : 

" But when He cried unto Him, He heard " 
(Ps. xxii. 24). 

" Who in the days of His flesh, when He 
had offered up prayers and supplications with 
strong crying and tears unto Him that was 
able to save Him from death, and was heard 
in that He feared " (Heb. v. 7). 

" For THOU hast cast Me into the deep in 
the midst of the seas " (Jon. ii. 3). 

Yes, it was God who laid the chastisement of our 
peace upon Him. For " it pleased the Lord to 
bruise Him ; H E hath put Him to grief " ; and He 
made His soul an offering for sin (Is. liii. 10). 
God " spared not His own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all " (Rom. viii. 32). " For GOD hath 
made Him to be sin for us, even Him who knew no 
sin " (2 Cor. v. 23). 

God has indeed cast our sins into the depths of 
the seas ; but let us not forget that our Saviour 
who bore them in His own body was Himself cast 
with them into the dark waters. 

" And the floods compassed Me about ; 
all Thy billows and Thy waves passed over Me. 
Then I said, I am cast out of Thy sight, yet 
will I look again toward Thy holy temple." 

Here we may recognise most distinctly the voice 
of the Spirit of Christ. Similar words occur in 
other prophetic Scriptures. " Deep calleth unto 
deep at the noise of Thy water-spouts ; all Thy 
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waves and Thy billows are gone over Me. Yet the 
Lord will command His loving-kindness in the 
daytime " (Ps. xxxxii. 7, 8). " Waters flowed over 
My head; then I said, I am cut off. I called upon 
Thy Name, O Lord, out of the low dungeon " 
(Lam. hi. 54, 55). 

All these Scriptures testify that the Divine 
Sufferer did not cease to hope during the period 
when the waters of death and judgment rolled over 
Him. Even in those dark hours He was saying, 
" Yet will I look again toward Thy holy temple." 
So firm and unshaken was His trust in the Word of 
God, and so certain was He of the joy that was set 
before Him, that He " endured the Cross, despising 
the shame." 

" The waters compassed Me about even to 
the soul; the depth closed Me round about ; 
the weeds were wrapped about My head. I 
went down to the bottoms of the mountains ; 
the earth with her bars was about Me for ever " 
(Jon. ii. 6). 

Here is a reference to the depths to which Christ 
descended. " The depth closed Me round about. 
I went down to the bottoms of the mountains." 
As it is written in Eph. iv. 9 : " Now that He 
ascended, what is it but that He also descended 
first into the lower parts of the earth." And again 
in Ps. lxix. 15, we hear the voice of the Spirit of 
Christ saying : " Let not the waterflood over
flow Me, neither let the deep swallow Me up, and 
let not the pit shut her mouth upon Me " (ver. 15). 
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RESURRECTION. 

And now comes the promise of Resurrection : 

" Yet Thou hast brought up My life from 
corruption, O Lord, My God. When My soul 
fainted within Me, I remembered the Lord, 
and My prayer came in unto Thee, into Thine 
holy temple " (Jon. iii. 6, 7). 

The Holy Spirit now puts into the lips of the 
prophet Jonah almost the same words found in 
the sixteenth Psalm : " Thou wilt not leave My 
soul in Hades, neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy 
One to see corruption. Thou wilt show Me the 
path of life." These words are quoted both by 
Peter (Acts ii. 25, 31) and by Paul (Acts xiii. 35), 
as containing the promise and prophecy of the 
Resurrection of Christ. How exceedingly important, 
then, is the little Book of Jonah ! What portion 
of the Old Testament Scripture of equal length 
contains truth more vital to men who are in bondage 
under the dominion of death ? 

In the few verses of chapter ii. we find, in words 
of wonderful depth and simplicity, the unutterable 
experiences of the Christ of God when accomplishing 
the mighty work of Redemption. Here, as nowhere 
else in shadow, type, and prophecy, the anointed 
ear may hear the voice of the Spirit of Christ, 
testifying beforehand the sufferings of Christ and 
the glories that should follow. For here we have 
the profoundest utterances of the Spirit gathered 
from various Psalms and Prophecies and condensed 
into a few sentences. But more than that , those 
sentences are put into the lips of a man actually 
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undergoing an experience marvellously in corre
spondence with the experience of the Lord in His 
death, burial and resurrection. 

In some Scriptures we have death and resurrec
tion in a figure. In others we have death and 
resurrection foretold in words. But in Jonah we 
have the mighty truth, which is the gospel of our 
salvation, given both in figure and in words. This 
wondrous combination occurs nowhere else (so far 
as the writer recalls) in Old Testament Scripture. 
I t gives to the Book of Jonah a very special value, 
and indicates the reason why the Lord chose Jonah 
from among all the types, as pre-eminently figuring 
His own death and rising from among the dead. 

Among all the varied experiences of men in this 
world, no man other than Jonah ever had such an 
experience as this. To be tossed into the sea for 
the express purpose of quieting its ragings and 
thus saving the imperilled lives of others ; to be 
swallowed by a great fish ; ys be preserved alive 
and conscious in the fish's belly for just three days ; 
and to be brought up again the third day in safety 
and subsequently made a preacher to the Gentiles, 
constitute a history the like of which has befallen 
no other man. There it stood on the inspired page, 
seemingly only a tale of marvel, its significance 
utterly unknown to men, until the Son of God 
with a few words, illuminates it with Divine light, 
revealing in it treasures of heavenly truth of 
incalculable value. " O the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God." 

Examining the history of Jonah in the light of 
the words of Christ, we find in it the fullest and 
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clearest of all types of His mighty work, whereby 
the redemption of sinners is accomplished and 
eternally secured. And not only so, but we also 
find the Spirit of Christ uttering through the lips 
of Jonah—the man of this unparalleled experience 
—words expressive of the experiences of Christ 
while suffering in our stead, in order that the sea 
might be calm unto us. 

Where can language be found to • voice the 
wonder that the believing heart must feel in coming 
upon such a revelation as this ? 

God has seen fit to give us this surpassingly 
wonderful prophecy and figure setting forth the 
sufferings of Christ when delivered up for our 
offences, and His rising again for our justification. 
Yet men of corrupt minds, though calling themselves 
by the Name of Christ, are showing to one another 
their superior wisdom and scholarship, as they 
vainly suppose, by casting doubt and even ridicule 
upon that Scripture, in which, as in none other, 
the Spirit of Christ has testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glories that should 
follow ; which things the angels desire to look into. 

" OBSERVING LYING VANITIES . " 

We now come to the concluding words of Jonah's 
prayer : 

" They that observe lying vanities forsake 
their own mercy. But I will sacrifice unto 
Thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will 
pay that I have vowed. SALVATION IS OF 

THE L O R D . " 
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The result of all the sufferings of the Redeemer 
is stated in two words: " SALVATION (is of) THE 

L O R D . " Salvation is His own work, accomplished 
in His own way, for His own eternal glory and 
praise. I t being His very own, and secured 
at His own cost, He can righteously bestow it 
upon whomsoever He will—even upon the least 
deserving. So " the grace of God bringing salvation 
hath appeared unto all men." For God hath 
concluded all under sin tha t He might have mercy 
upon all. I t is written of the Lord Jesus Christ 
tha t He not only " made peace by the blood of 
His Cross," but also " came and preached peace to 
you which were far off "—i.e., Gentiles (Eph. ii. 17). 

The figure of this is seen in the preaching of Jonah, 
after his resurrection, in the great Gentile city of 
Nineveh, foreshadowing the ultimate conversion 
of all the Gentiles upon whom the Name of the 
Lord is called (Acts xv. 17). 

But alas ! " They have not all obeyed the Gospel. 
For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our 
report ? " Many, in the stubbornness of their 
hearts and wills, reject the salvation of the Lord. 
They will not believe His Word that their situation 
is so desperate as to require blood-redemption 
and salvation by the sacrifice of the Son of God. 
Such are they who prefer to listen to the seductive 
voice of modern religious culture, setting forth 
in agreeable tones and choice language the ancient 
Satanic lies. These are they, who, observing lying 
vanities, forsake their own mercy. God is " rich in 
mercy," and now the stream of mercy that flows 
from the Cross of Calvary is sufficient for all. I t 
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is " their own," if they will have it. Why do they 
turn away ? 

There are multitudes to whom, even from infancy, 
the t ruth of the death and resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and what it means to perishing sinners, 
has been proclaimed again and again, but upon 
whom it apparently makes no impression whatever. 
The prophecy now before us gives us but one reason 
why men forsake their own mercy, namely, because 
they " observe lying vanities." 

The word " vanities " is used by the Spirit for 
such things as men put confidence in, other than 
the living God. The prophet Jeremiah asks, 
" Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles 
that can cause rain ? " (Jer. xiv. 22). Innumerable 
are the things, real and imaginary, creatures, 
demons, fables and beings, lifeless images, etc., 
in which the Gentiles have had confidence. All 
are " vanities." Not one of them can do so simple 
a thing as to cause rain. How, then, can they help 
those who are under the power of death ? 

David says, " Thou hast redeemed me, O LORD 

GOD OF TRUTH. I have hated them that regard 
LYING VANITIES ; bu t I trust in the Lord. I 
will be glad and rejoice in Thy mercy " (Ps. xxxi. 
5, 7). God is the " God of Truth," the living and 
true God. All other grounds of confidence for men 
are "lying vanities." Whatever help they may 
offer is a delusion. They who trust in anyone or 
anything but the living God are deceived. Men 
are in our day regarding lying vanities as much as in 
any past age. Among the civilised peoples, men 
are, for the most part, trusting in their own latent 
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powers to cope with and to overcome the recogaf^it 
evils that are in the world. Confidence is placed In 
Science, Political Reform, Progressivism, Socialist^, 
Culture, Advanced Theology, Women's Suffrage, etc., 
etc. These are the familiar names for some of the 
things to which men are looking for help. They* 
are lying vanities. The needed help for men will-
never come through any such means, nor through 
any means, but through God Who quickens the dead. 
Salvation there is, and it has appeared to all men, 
It is " of the Lord," and of Him alone. To save men 
from death, He became man and " tasted death for 
all." By death, He " destroyed him that had thd 
power of death, that is the devil " (Heb. ii. 14). 
He went into the domain of death ; but, just as 
God spake to the great fish compelling him to 
loose his hold of Jonah, so God has raised from, 
the dead the One Who willingly gave Himself up foF 
our sins. As said the Apostle Peter to the Jews : ' 

" Him being delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified 
and slain; Whom God hath raised up, having 
LOOSED THE PAINS OF DEATH, BECAUSE IT WAS 

NOT POSSIBLE THAT H E SHOULD BE HOLDEN OF 

IT " (Acts ii. 23, 24). 

That " determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God " are clearly shown forth in the Book of 
Jonah. Let us, then, prize it and thank God for 
it. " Salvation is of the Lord." 
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