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GEORGE MULLER 

CHAPTER I. 

Blind and Wandering in Misery 

"Win, and woo, and fill completely, 
Till the cup o 'erfl.ow the brim ; 

What have we to do with idols 
Who have compani�d with Him?" 

.. 

G
EORGE MULLER, born in 1805, died in 1898, yet

his is one of the deathless names fragrant with the 
love of Christ, and diffusing influence far and wide. His 
saintliness, sanity, a�d wonderful work for orphans are 
a witness still, and a real evidence of the love of the living 
God. Never will this witness be out-of-date; it is as 
forceful in its appeal for trust to-day as it was in 1834. 
Especially was he eminent for his life of prayer, and by 
this he is remembered by some who have but a vague idea 
of his other labours. George Muller stood to his generation 
as he does to us, for prayer and faith as essentials of the 
holy life and triumphant happiness. To all time the five 
great stone buildings on Ashley Down bear testimony that 
God hears true prayer and desires and deserves to be fully 
trusted. George Muller prayed about everything, and 
tells us that one day in early manhood he watched a friend 
mending one of the quill pens then in use. "Do you pray 
to God when you men your pen? " he asked. "It would 
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be as well to do so, but I cannot say that I do," was the 
response. "I always do, " remarked Mr. Muller; "I mend 
my pen so much better. " 

Later on, he was seeing some missionaries to the ship, 
and watched their luggage being packed into the cab. 
He himself counted seventeen articles, but when the cab 
was departing from the quay, but for his vigilance, the 
driver would have gone off with most of the luggage. He 
reflects, "Such a circumstance should teach one to make 
the very smallest affair a subject of prayer, as, for instance, 
that all the luggage might be got out of a fly." 

God's Business. 

As a natural result of this habitual life of prayer and 
absolute trust in God all the affairs he dealt with were 
regarded as God's business. It is said that when Henry 
Drummond was a boy at Stirling High School, King 
Edward, ther;i. Prince of Wales, was married. In honour 
of this event the boys of the High School decorated their 
windows with Prince of Wales' feathers cut out of coloured 
paper. The supply of paper ran short, and some boy was 
sought to go to the town for more. One of the senior 
boys asked Drummond to go, but he was unwilling. The 
older boy said to him: "Don't you know that this is 
0.H.M.S. P" Keen at once, Drummond cried out, "Do
you mean it? Is that so ? 11 "Yes, it is. 11 Off rushed
Drummond, not on an errand, but on Her Majesty's
Service; this ennobles the mean things and sweetens the
bitter and sour.

After all, duty comes as small acts, little denials, and 
short words, and when these are headed "0. H. M. S. " 
they become vital, great, and important. 

This sense of God being with George Muller in 1915 led 
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one, when sending a subscription, to say: "How strange 
that George Muller should have initiated such a monument 
to stand a witness to-day to the fact that God lives and 
reigns in the affairs of men I Germany with God, can be 
seen at Ashley Down, England; and Germany without 
God can be seen in Germany to-day." Without venturing 
to endorse all that is here said, it is certain that George 
Miiller was what he was and wrought miracles because 
God was with him, as He was with Joseph. A life which 
belongs to God, that is ruled by the indwelling Holy 
Spirit, one through which God speaks and works, will 
always manifest the Divine character and produce right
eousness and real happiness. 

Under this impulse, when he had yet forty years to 
run before his earthly work was changed for the eternal, 
George Muller said: "I have but one life to spend for God 
on earth, and that life is a brief one. " This sense of the 
value of the present moment, and every second of it, as 
well as of the importance of every opportunity to show or 
do good was marked in Mr. Muller, and indicates his faith 
that a plan of his career had been arranged, and that duty 
called him to follow it in every detail. 

In the Report for 1912, Dr. Bergin, whose father at 
the time was slipping away into Heaven, wrote thus: 

"Hold Thou my hand, so weak I am an,d helpless 
I dare not take one step without Thine aid; 

Hold Thou my hand, for then, 0 loving Father, 
No dread of ill shall make my soul afraid." 

"Sept. 1st. Most markedly to-day did the Lord 
answer the above prayer in my experience, and I felt 
just like a little child being led step by step over an 
unknown stony pathway by a loving Father's hand. " 

So was it true of George Muller; he was led step by step 
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from ignorance to know ledge, from small to large and yet 
larger enterprises, his path always shrouded in mystery; 
yet he came by easy stages to the place of authority he 
occupies to-day, for God led him. 

The Humblest of Men. 

Not that he was animated by personal ambition, for 
after he really saw Christ as his personal Saviour, George 
Muller became the humblest of men and one of the most 
contrite. Said he to a visitor: "There is only one thing 
George Muller deserves, and that is-Hell! I tell you, 
my brother, that is the only thing that I deserve. I am 
indeed a Hell-deserving sinner. By nature I am a lost 
man, but I am a sinner saved by the grace of God. Though 
I am by nature a sinner, I do not live in sin; I hate sin. 
I hate it more and more; and I love holiness; yea, I love 
holiness more and more. " And this culture of the devout 
and dedication to holiness made every day happy, causing, 
too, daily progress and advance into glad surprises of 
grace. 

A man once asked him the secret of his successful service, 
and Mr. Muller answered: "There was a day when I died, 
utterly died," and as he spoke he bent lower and lower, 
until he almost touched the floor-"died to George Muller, 
his opinions, preferences, ta5tes, and will-died to the 
world, its approval or censure-died to the approval or 
blame even of my brethren and friends-and since then I 
have studied only to show myself approved unto God." 

After all, real life and true greatness begins in this 
absolute surrender of will, self, and purposes, for then 
God can fi.11 and change the soul and use it in His-blessed 
work of salvation. Die, therefore, to self and sin, and 
live to Christ; this is the secret of bliss. 
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When George Moore, the philanthropic merchant, left 
his Cumberland home, an old woman chided his father for 
weeping. '<.He will either be a great summat or a great 
nought," she said. George Moore became a disciple of 
Jesus Christ, and so of the peerage of Heaven. George 
Muller felt himself nought because the Lord Jesus meant 
so much to him. For those who are joined· by real faith 
and love to the Saviour receive a new nature and become 
like Him in character, aim, and influence. They live 
well and testify gladly to the blessing which they con
tinually receive from Him. He only is great who makes 
much of Christ and who is sanctified by the Holy Spirit 
indwelling in the heart surrendered to the Lord. 

Faith in God. 

Living in an atmosphere of faith, spending in real 
prayer and meditation on Scripture hours that others 
gave to dreaming or wasting pleasures, George Muller 
acquired calm courage and self-control, the secret of 
happiness and of true success, lost all sense of corroding 
care, and could say: "I have pondered the difficulties for 
many months, and looked steadily at every one of them, 
but faith in God puts every one of them aside." 

Nay, he ventured to say: "I have a secret satisfaction 
in the greatness of the difficulties which are in the way. 
So far from being cast down on account of them, they 
delighted my soul, for I only desired to do the will of God 
in the matter ... When, therefore, I saw the difficulties, 
they did not cast me down, but cheered me, for as it was 
the will of God, according to my judgment, that I should 
go, I was sure that He would remove the obstacles out of 
the way." 

Because, "Cheerfully have I dedicated myself, with all 
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my physical, mental, and spiritual energies, to the life 
of faith upon the Living God for everything that I need in 
connection with my own personal and family necessities, 
and in connection with the work of God in my hands if 
by any means through it multitudes of believers and 
unbelievers may be benefited." 

More than that, he reflects thus: "Some who helped for 
a while may fall asleep in Jesus; othe�s grow cold in the 
service of the Lord; others may be as desirous as ever to 
help, but no longer able; or, having means, feel it to be 
His will to lay them out in another way. But in leaning 
upon God, the Living God alone, we are beyond dis
appointment and beyond being forsaken because of death, 
or want of means, or want of love, or because of the claims 
of other work. How precious to have learned in any 
measure to be content to stand with God alone in the world, 
and to know that surely no good thing shall be withheld 
from us while we walk uprightly." Thus he drew from 
inexhaustible springs, and while there was a drought in 
the desert, George Muller had, ever the living water 
springing up within him to ever lasting life. 

No Appeal to Man .. 

Five large, plain, substantial Orphan Houses were 
opened free of debt by Mr. Muller, on Ashley Down, near 
Bristol. In 1845 the necessity for building was clear, and 
in 1870 the last of the great buildings was ready to receive 
the orphans. The cost of erection and of furnishing was 
great, ai;id the total expense was defrayed without appeal 
to man, but by a definite persistent course of believing 
supplication to God. Is not this an appeal to us to-day 
to trust the Saviour? 

From the Report just issued we gather, "that without 
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any one having been personally applied to for a donation, 
fl,846,513 13s. 1£d. has been given for the orphans since 
the commencement of the work, which sum includes the 
amount received fo:r the Building Fund for the Five Houses. 
Besides this, a -great variety of articles of clothing, fur
niture, etc., and of food, have been given for the use of the 
orphans. 

"For the other objects of the Institution since the com
mencement of the work the sum off 471,944 19s. lOfd. has 
been contributed without appeal or collection. Thus it 
will be seen that up to the- present time (May 26th, 1925) 
the Living God has sent in answer to prayer £2,426,362 
2s. 1 ld." 

It may be as well to notice the fact that up to Mr. 
Muller's death, which occurred 10th March, 1898, a total 
of one and a half million pounds has been sent to Ashley 
Down in answer to prayer for the associated services at the 
home there. And be it remembered that after the death 
of the venerated founder, it was discovered that up to 
March 1, 1898, he had himself contributed a total sum of 
£1490 18s. Sd. This money was sent as "from a servant 
of the Lord Jesus, who, constrained by the love of Christ, 
seeks to lay up treasure in Heaven." Until his father-in
law had left him, even Mr. Wright did not know who this 
constant and liberal giver was; but as executor he learned 
what a wise steward Mr. Muller had been. 

One of God's Princes. 

Dr. Pierson tells us this incident, which will enable the 
reader to learn what sort of a man this George Muller 
appeared to be to those who saw him in the flesh. 

"Returning from my first trip to Europe in 1866, a 
Unitarian minister from Boston, who was on board the 
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'Persia,' gave an account to a few of his fellow-passengers 
of a visit to Bristol, and an interview with Mr. Muller, 
which, he confessed had made a profound impression on 
his mind, that he had talked with one of God's princes, 
who, like Moses, had seen Him face to face." 

One of God's princes, and yet he himself had no con
fidence in the flesh, but thankfully confessed the grace that 
had made him a child of God. 

"There are," says Kingsley, "those to whom a human 
face can speak truths too deep for words." Here is Dr. 
Pierson's description of Mr. Muller: 

"His form was tall and slim, always neatly attired 
and very erect, and his step firm and strong. His coun
tenance in repose might have been thought stem, but for 
the smile which so habitually lit up his eyes and played 
over his features, that it left its impression on the lines 
of his face. His manner was one of simple courtesy and 
unstudied dignity. No one would in his presence have 
felt like vain trifling, and there was about him a certain 
indescribable air of authority and majesty which reminded 
one of a born prince; and yet there was mingled with all 
this a simplicity so childlike that even children felt them
selves at home with him. In his speech he never quite 
lost that peculiar foreign quality known as accent, and he 
always spoke with a slow and measured articulation, as 
though a double watch were set at the door of his lips. 
With him that unruly member, the tongue, was tamed by 
the Holy Spirit and he had that nack of what James 
calls a perfect man able also to bridle the whole body. " 

A minister, an uncle of the writer's, while visiting 
Bristol, was taken by me to see Mr. Muller. The visitor 
was rather stem, austere, and of stony coldness, but he 
was melted by the gentle, simple words of the venerable 
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saint. Holding up one hand, Mr. Muller said: "I have 
preached for the Wesleyans, for the Baptists, for the 
Presbyterians, for the Congregationalists, for the Friends, 
for the Brethren, " and expanding his hand so as to extend 
all his fingers, he added, "All who hold the Head I All 
who hold the Head I" 

When at length with stately courtesy we were bowed 
out, my stolid uncle grasped my hand with deep emotion 
and said: "You have given me a treat. I could not have 
had a greater delight and blessing. It is well worth 
crossing the seas to meet with such a man. " 

These other small incidents will show more of the 
man and his faith. 

"What are you going to do now that Mr. Craik is dead 
to hold the people and prevent their scattering?" asked 
one. "My beloved brother," Mr. Muller calmly replied, 
"we shall do what we have always done: look only to the 
Lord." 

A Christian merchant of Dublin once said to Mr. Muller: 
"Well, Mr. Muller, if the loaf goes up in price from 4d. 
to Sd., what will you do P" Mr. Muller quietly replied: 
"Why, my dear brother, it is just as easy for the Living 
God to provide a loaf that costs Sd. as one that costs 4d." 

Good Advice. 

On the 17th of October, 1922, a gentleman sent a gift 
to the Orphan Houses with this letter: "Fifty years ago 
to-day I went to bid Mr. Muller farewell, as I was leaving 
the Homes on the following day to go as an apprentice to 
South Wales. As I was leaving him, Mr. Muller placed 
a Bible in one hand and half-a-crown in the other, and told 
me that when I grew up and had to fight my own battle 
through life, I was to take care of my earnings but not 
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make a god of money. I am thankful to say that though I 
am nearly 65 years of age, I am still able. to do a good 
day's work, and have got a constant job with a West End 
firm. I have been thinking a good deal of you and the 
Homes· lately, and have decided to make a jubilee of the 
occasion, so am sending you fifty half-crowns in the place 
of the one given me by Mr. Muller." 

A further extract will perhaps make clearer the excel
lence of this wonderful man. 

Mr. C. H. Spurgeon, who met Mr. Muller in Mentone, 
thus expresses his opinion of his friend: "Mr. Muller has 
the look of personified order and simplicity; his appearance 
is equally removed from show and slovenliness. His face 
gleams with the quiet cheerfulness which comes of pro
found restfulness. He believes God with great reality, 
and practically takes Him at His word, a,nd hence his 
peace is as a river. His faith has wrought in him great 
strength of purpose, so far as man is concerned, and some
thing more than submission to the will of the Lord, for he 
evidently delights himself therein and through Divine 
grace had been made to move in accordance with it. That 
which struck us most was his evident rejoicing in tribula
tion, for the only excitement which we noticed in him was 
at the mention of the trials of his early days, which gave 
such room for the display of the Divine faithfulness. We 
do not mean that our friend desires trial, but we perceive 
that when it comes his heart is exceeding glad and his 
glory rejoices because the Lord is now about to reveal 
Himself more fully and to honour His Divine Name yet 
again. 0 that we could all learn this lesson and put it 
into practice." 
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Beauty of Ch�racter. 

"Mr. Muller gives us more the idea of Enoch than any 
man we have ever met; he habitually walks with God. 
Hence his whole life is his religion and his religion is his 
whole life. The delightful placidity of the pulpit is 
retained in the par lour, and the graciousness which is seen 
in the preacher is just as manifest in the friend. Some 
may therefore suppose that he has about him a sombre 
air; far from it. He is as bright and happy as a dear 
obedient child has a right to be when enjoying his Father's 
love. He is no monk, and could not be made into a 
gloomy recluse ; the domestic affections are strong within 
him, and so also is his love to the brethren and his desire 
for the good of all mankind. Nothing cold, austere, or 
hard has any place with this 'man greatly beloved. ' We 
entertain for him a feeling of profound veneration. We 
were deeply humbled at the sight of our friend's beauty of 
character. We cannot picture this man of God, he is 
too bright for our pencil. A soft, subdued light shines 
upon his image as we try to recall it, a reflection of the 
moral glory of the Master whom he loves ; but mild as is 
the radiance, it prevents our sketching the man to the 
life ... Free from all anxiety, he enjoys life to the utmost, 
and if it were right to envy any man, we should certainly 
envy George Muller i we were not, however, under any 
necessity of so doing, for the same grace worketh in all the 
saints, and we have but to yield ourselves thereto." 

In the autobiography of C. H. Spurgeon we are further 
told that he said of Mr. Muller: "He is not a sanctimonious 
person, but full of real joy, sweet peace, and innocent 
pleasure. " He recalls how "Dr. Bennet came up and I 
was amused to hear Muller teaching him the power of 
prayer, and recommending him to pray about one of the 
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terraces which he wished to buy, but the owner asks a 
hundred times its value. " 

From the same source we learn t�.at when Mrs. Hillyard 
offered £20,000 to found an Orphanage, Mr. Spurgeon 
suggested her giving this money to Mr. Miiller. He was 
quite willing that this should be done, but the lady had 
made up her mind, and the Stockwell Orphanage came 
into being. 

George Miiller came into the world at a period of Euro
pean conflict and chaos. After the horror of Revolution, 
France had become an Empire, and N �poleon had made 
friends with the Pope. He ·said afterwards: "I meant to 
exalt the Pope immeas�ably, to surround him with pomp 
and homage. I would have idolized him, and he should 
have been near me. Paris should have become the capital 
of Christendom. I would have directed the religious as 
well as those of my legislative sessions. My councils 
would have represented Christendom, and the Pope would 
merely have presided at them. I would have opened and 
closed the ,Assemblies and approved their decisions as 
Constantine and Charlemagne had done." 

Insatiable for conque�t, and deserted by the Pope, 
Napoleon attacked and subdued the ancient monarchies, 
substituting for them dynasties of his friends, and subor
dinating all rights and interests to his personal rule. 

George Miiller was a boy of five sunimers when, on 
October 20, 1810, at Ulm, Napoleon won a victory which 
gave him Southern Germany. The day after, at Trafalgar, 
Nelson demolished the naval ·forces of Spain and France. 
In 1811 the old German Confederation was abolished, and 
the French victory at Jena led to the conquest of Prussia 
and the occupation of Berlin by French troops� Amidst 
this series of earthquakes and wild avalanche rushes there 
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opened a life destined to exert an influence Napoleon never 
possessed or even imagined. 

Early Days. 

George Muller was a native of Prussia, being born at 
Kroppenstaedt, 27th September, 1805. His mother is 
to us a shadowy figure; about her no memory survives. 
His father was unwisely severe and indulgent. He 
favoured George rather than his brother, and this foolish 
preference filled one boy with pride and the other with 
jealousy. 

Both lads were supplied with too much money, and in 
unwise·hands this always means possibilities of sin-. The 
exciseman (for that was Mr. Miiller's calling) did not 
teach the responsibility of money and its wise use. George 
squandered his allowance, and in order to obtain more 
took to lying and deliberate fraud. 

No sense of duty or fear of God prevented him from 
deceiving his father. He pleased himself, and pleased 
no one else. Detection and severe chastisement b�ought 
no repentance; before the smart of the flogging had gone, 
George was studying how to lie or steal with more clever
ness so as not to be found out. Aware as he was of this, 
Mr. Muller intended George to be a clergyman, but only 
as a speculation. Should the boy secure a comfortable 
living the father felt sure of a home and ease in his old age. 

Card-playing, novel-reading, theatre-going, drinking, 
and the sins to which drink is usher, mastered the youth. 
As his mother lay on her deathbed he flung about the streets 
in a riot of drunkenness. Sin sears the feelings and 
hardens the heart, and her loss made no alteration in his 

f 

character or conduct. It is true he went to confession 
according to the Lutheran rite f b�t he <;h.eated the cler�

:e 
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men of most of the money sent for him. Without a tremor 
he went to the Lord's Supper, but it was only as a help to 
the comfortable living which he wanted. To help him to 
secure it some measure of reform was required; but George 
got entangled with a Roman Catholic girl, and so sin wound 
and rewound its cobra-like coils about him. From bad 
he went to worse. Collecting money due to his father, 
and some due to the Government he went travelling about 
sight-seeing, but even then he could not keep his hands 
from picking and stealing. He robbed his colleagues, 
cheated innkeepers, and at length was flung into prison. 
There his companion was a thief, to whom he boasted of 
imaginary crimes, so proud was he and eager to be admired. 
Twenty-five days were spent in prison, and then his father 
paid his debts and he was released. For a while George 
applied himself to study as the only road to a rich living. 
Rising at four, he worked until ten o 'clock at night, but 
among his three hundred books there was no Bible, nor 
did he want one. 

The Eye of God. 

He did not desire to study the Book of_ God to learn 
from it the truth about sin and the bringing of salvation. 
He was unaware of his ignorance ; no one had told him 
of his sinful state by nature, or warned him of the wrath 
that rests upon the children of disobedience. Thus, 
seeking knowledge as a business investment, George 
Muller, blind to God, without Christ, and wholly unaware 
as to the Saviour' s value and claims, became a student at 
Halle, and as a member of the University, acquired the 
right to preach-he did not know what, nor trouble to 
inquire. He was dead in trespass� and sins, and the 
corruptions that he loved bred new and more polluting 
des4-es, qnd these :prompted to wicked qeeds. Yet the eye
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of God was upon him, and Love was watching his course, 
intent to save him out of darkness worse than that of 
Egypt. It will serve no good purpose to recount the 
particulars of his shameful sins. They show how vile 
the heart becomes when Satan rules. And those who 
neglect God and His great salvation are sinners by that 
neglect, and may easily slip into lying, stealing, unclean
ness, and murder. 

Such was George Muller up to manhood, with no power 
of self-recovery or reformation, wholly ignorant as to the 
Holy Spirit's work in changing the heart and bringing 
into its deadness the life of God through faith in a crucified 
Saviour. God has many methods of seeking and capturing 
a soul. 'some are pounced upon, driven into repentance, 
while others are gently led, and almost without knowing 
it find. themselves saved. What matter how led, if with 
truth the soul can say: 

"I the chief of sinners am, 
But Jesus died for me.•� 

A Prayer Meeting. 

A student, a companion in sin, also a backslider, was 
used of the Holy Spirit to bring George Muller to where 
he could meet the Saviour. It came to pass in the wisdom 
of God, that one Saturday evening, in November, 1825, 
this student, whose name was Beta, took George Muller 
to a little prayer meeting. There George was impressed 
by seeing what he had never seen before, a man praying 
on his knees. The host too prayed, and for the first time 
Muller heard Spirit-taught prayer. 

Gently there stole into the mind of this profligate a 
strange peace and tremulous happiness. Afterwards, as 
he knelt beside his bed this increased. The first fluttering 
movements of Divine life thrilled through him, and all 
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unaware George Muller was touched by the finger of God. 
Gently by gracious influences this changed his will, 
cleared his understanding, and captured his affections. 
George Muller forsook his companions, gave up drink, and 
burned the MSS of an improper book he had translated 
from the French in order to obtain money. 

He was yet a babe in Divine things, and made childish 
mistakes. The struggle between old likings and the new 
desires eventually drove hini to his Bible. Once the 
Scriptures are loved and studied, there springs up within 
the soul the impulse and passion of prayer. The new life 
found its nutriment in the Bible, and the appetite grew 
as the capacity for knowledge was increased. Without 
deep conviction as to the guilt of sin or of its dreagful 
nature, George came to know the Lord Jesus as his personal 
Saviour, and so surrendered to Him the control of his being. 

Every soul that truly receives the Gospel pardon longs 
to share its bliss, begins at once to win others for Christ. 
So it was· that being himself glad, George Muller began to 
take interest in Foreign Missions, studying the magazines 
that recounted the trials and triumphs of the messengers 
of peace. 

The Law of Love. 

His zeal cooled when he formed an attachment to a 
young female whom he met at the Saturday meeting. 
She liked George Muller and the prayer meeting, but she 
was not prepared to undertake fatjguing journeys, to leave 
the comforts of home for service among the heathen for 
the sake of the Name. Her religion was self-centred, but: 

"We must share if we would keep 
That good thin� from above;

Ceasing to give, we cease to live
Such is the law of love. " 
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Muller grew apathetic, cold and lazy, and mortification 
began to spread over his whole spiritual life From this 
creeping death he was saved by the piety of Herman Ball, 
a man who gave up wealth and all its comforts in order to 
labour among the Jews in Poland. This sacrifice of ease 
and indulgence for the hard but upward path of duty 
aroused George Muller. He renounced the girl, who 
remained cold, and henceforth placed God :first in his life. 
The gracious Spirit returned to him and rein.spired him 
with that passion for souls which marks every heart in 
which He reigns. 

The need for sacrifice is the underside of every duty, and 
every act of loyalty to Christ _involves separation or 
conflict. Muller senior was not pleased when it appeared 
certain that his son was about to surrender a comforfable 
maintenance. The exciseman had invested for this in 
his old age, and he first well thrashed his son and then 
wept over him, but neither blows nor entreaties changed 
the purpose of George; he was fully determined to serve 
God in the way and place He Himself should choose. 

Trusting God. 

The antagonism of his father was a bitter ingredient 
in the young man's cup, but it drove him to God. He 
decided not to ask his father for support while declining 
to fulfil his wishes as to his calling, but to throw himself 
upon God for the supply of all' his needs. He did not 
trust in vain; no one ever did, no one could do so. Dr. 
Tholuck sent to him some Americans who desired instruc
tion in German. Among these men was the famous Dr. 
Hodge, whose theological works are well-known to Bible 
students. The fees paid by these Americans were so 
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liberal that so far as money went George was quite pro
vided for. 

Strange it may appear to one ignorant of human nature, 
but after this proof of the benefit and blessing of trusting 
his Heavenly Father, the young Christian, instead of 
waiting for guidance as to the path he should tread, 
attempted to help himself. He had a strong and quite 
proper desire to go into the mission field, and in order to 
learn if the Lord wished him to go thither, he purchased 
a ticket in a public lottery. As he won a prize he con
cluded that this was a Divine call; as if a gamble could 
ever express the Lord's will or constitute a call to the 
service of Jesus Christ. Nothing doubting, he applied 
to the Berlin Missionary Society, and was immediately 
refused because his father had not consented to his can
didature. It was only gradually that he came to learn that 
only by prayer and faith and patience the will of the Lord 
may be ascertained. Says he with engaging candour: 
"I did not see at the time, as I do now, that God alone can 
give spiritual life at the first and keep it up in the soul 
afterwards. " 

Commencing to Preach. 

In spite of this blunder, George Muller began to speak 
to one or another about the great Saviour as he was 
prompted. He circulated tracts and missionary litera
ture, and at length attempted to preach. After the human 
method he prepared an essay and read it, but when a 
second discourse was requested he threw himself upon 
God, received a message, and gave it warm with tender 
emotion and zest. Henceforth he understood that only 
what God gives is able to express the Divine will and 
accomplish the purpose that the Saviour has in view. 
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One advantage he now enjoyed was that for two months 
he lodged in the Orphan House a,t Halle; yet while thus 
in a Christian atmosphere he hung a crucifix in his rooms; 
evidently he only gradually shook himself free from the 
bondage of custom and long usage. During this period he 
was diligent in his studies for he was at his books for 
fourteen hours every day, but the exhaustion and nerve 
strain that this close application produced led him to seek 
relief in drink. The old liking revived and added to 
exhaustion, torment of heart, and stinging reproaches of 

. 

conscience. 
God's Goodness. 

While thus tortured, and still intent on self-help, he 
wrote to a lady· who was reputed to be pious although 
rich, asking her for a loan. His letter came into the hands 
of an unknown friend, who, withholding his name, sent 
the money asked for, giving the young man wise counsel, 
advice sweetened by the useful help that accompanied it. 
Brought back to a sense of God's goodness, the young man 
went out for a walk, and pausing behind a hedge where 
the snow was heaped up a foot in depth, he knelt down 
and spent thirty minutes in happy communion with 
his Lord. 

Alas, the evil heart of unbelief had still power, and it 
once more betrayed him into backsliding. He even 
indulged in drink, so needful is the constant supervision 
and control of the Holy Ghost if one would walk with the 
Lord in the light of His Word. 

Perhaps one cause of his relapse was his lack of Christian 
society. In his dwelling place of 30,000 inhabitants there 
was not a Gospel preacher to help by prayer, counsel, 
exposition, and application of the Word of God. The 
Saturday meetings were a help, and on Sunday night a 
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little band of saints met in Mr. Muller's room, but there 
was need of that mutual help and restraint by which the 
disciples of the Lord Jesus assist one another. 

The Value of Bible Study. 

The Bible, however, became his chief counsellor, and 
he learned to prize it above even good books. His prayer
ful and careful reading under the teaching of its Divine 
Author not only made its secret plain, but brought him 
into close fellowship with the Holy Ghost. Subsequently 
it became his wise practice that for every page of good 
reading he perused he studied ten pages of the Holy 
Scriptures. This practice he continued down to old age, 
reading from Genesis to Revelation four or five times 
every year, so that at least he had read his way through 
the Bible some two hundred times, profiting as he went 
along. Mr. Wright tells us that to young believers Mr. 
Muller used to say: "Put your finger on the pass·age on 
which your faith rests.'' 

In old age he was accustomed to say that his remarkable 
health and vigour were due to the fa�t that he took care 
to preserve a conscience void of offence, then to the con
stant health-giving influence of the �oly Scriptures, and 
thirdly to the happiness that came by the comfort of the 
Word of God and relieved him of all care and needless 

. 

worries. 
God's Path for Him. 

In the year 1827 Mr. Muller offered himself as minister 
at Bucharest, and to his surprise his father did not object 
to this exile. But once more his plans were overruled. 
God had a way for him, and along no other path must he 
go. He wanted to take the place of M. Ball, invalided 
home, but while meditating upon this, thought tending to 
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crystallize into resolution, Dr. Tho luck was prompted to 
ask if he ever felt urged to labour among the Jews. At 
once George Miiller was constrained to surrender, and the 
London Jews Society (for whom Dr. Tholuck was agent) 
accepted his offer of service. But although a graduate, 
he agreed to come to England for six months training. 
He had been taught to stoop, and that way blessing always 
comes. The liability to military service every Prussian 
is born to, barred his way; but by the finger of God the 
obstacle was removed, and he started for England in 
February, 1829. Visiting his father on the way, he 
reached London, March 19, 1829. 



CHAPTER II. 

Seeing and Showing the Living God 

Step by step the Lord those suppliants led, 
He gave them daily grace like daily bread; 
Sharp though their trials and their comforts scant, 
God was their refuge and they knew not want. 

"I was then quite a learner, and had much to learn. And what 
am I now? A learner still; and if I have learned anything, it is 
this, that I have every day more and more to learn. "-Leigh 
Richmond. 

THE England where George Muller now found his · home 
was a land exhausted by the long war waged fiercely by 
land and sea, and demoralised by the afj:et-effects insepar� 
able from battle. Thus we are told that in the royal 
household Queen Adelaide found· things she was compelled 
to alter. Says her biographer: "During the reign of 
George IV, the female portion of the establishment had 
fooled it to the top of their bent. Queen Adelaide ordered 
that housemaids must dress as housemaids, plainly, 
simply, and respectably; that silk gowns with lace caps 
and artificial flowers would no longer be tolerated, and 
that there was a homeliness of attire befitting persons in 
their situations which must be adopted and abided by." 

Low Morality. 

This extravagance of dress was but an outward sign of 
the wild reckless spirit that set at nought the laws of

morality and often the appearance of decency. Intense 
misery was the lot of the artisans, and the condition of 
the unskilled masses was but a little removed from that of 
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the beasts. A wild spirit of despair, threatening outrage 
and revolution, was spreading, and there was in many 
places an absence of that Christian teaching that shows 
how wrongs may be borne or righted. 

The fox-hunting parson was not yet extinct, and he and 
his like preached without any perception of the truths that 
cluster around the Cross, and hence could not influence, 
much less save, the perishing. Rationalism, too, in many 
forms, had followers, but there is no abiding morality 
apart from the influence of the Holy Spirit, and He only 
works in connection with Calvary. At Oxford there had 
indeed sprang up a revival, but it was content with the 
outward appearance, and did not go either deep enough or 
far enough. The unbelief of Germany, the harvest of an 
imperfect Reformation, prompted Pusey to call for a 
return for the first three Christian centuries and to draw 
near to Rome as a protest against Atheism. Keble sang 
the doctrine into many gentle and gracious hearts, a 
revival of Popery appeared to spread, but the doctrine was 
not that of the New Testament, and had in it no salvation 
for the lost. 

A New Movement. 

As if to counterbalance this advance of the enemy, there 
sprang up in Ireland and in the West and South of England, 
a movement that sent men back to the Bible. For years 
this Book had been disguised by human and fallible inter
pretations; now it began to be read in its plain sense, and 
the Holy Spirit opened the eyes and hearts of many to 
understand. and apply what in it they discerned. These 
Bible Christians at first retained their connection with 
different denominations, but after a while they drew 
together and became known as Brethren. Abiding by 
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the Bible and believing that the Holy Spirit presided, 
ruled, and worked in each assembly, each could say: 

"The treasure I 've found in His love, 
Has made me a pilgrim below. " 

This movement became known to George Muller while 
studying in London. One of his fellow-students men
tioned the fact that a Mr. Groves, a dentist in Exeter, 
had surrendered an income of £1500 a year, and with wife 
and child proposed to go as a missionary to Persia. Like 
Abraham, he would go forth dependent upon a faithful 
Promiser. He further said that Mr. Groves had intended 
as a churchman to go forth under the auspices of the 
Church Missionary Society, but while at Oxford his money 
was stolen and he could not proceed to a degree. So 
unordained, except by the Divine hand, he yet was going 
abroad trusting God. 

This knowledge sank deeply into Muller's mind. He 
gave himself to the study of Hebrew, committing to 
memory many portions of the Old Testament in that 
tongue, while he gave some attention to Chaldee. Then 
came a period of sickness, when he had time to arrange his 
ideas and ponder what he had heard. 

A Noble Character. 

Of Groves it has been said: "Others have been as 
absolute in self-sacrifice, ·as heroic in obedience as him
sel

f

, but with these qualities were contained a singular 
nobility and largeness of heart, a generosity of soul, an 
absolute freedom from all party spite and religious bigotry" 

Francis Newman even said: "Perhaps it is given to 
few to have the sublime love of the noble hearted Groves. 
Talk of love to me when I agree with them, give me him 
who will love me when I differ from him and contradict 
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him. These will be the men to build up a true Church." 
The character of Mr.. Groves further appears in the 
advice he gave to a minister. He said: "I told him not 
to lay too much stress on the question of Baptism, or the 
Lord's return, or unpaid ministry; they all have their 
place, but the important thing is, Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified, the grace, the fulness, and the freeness of the 
Gospel." 

George Muller agreed with this counsel, for he says: 
"The grand point is this, are we preaching Christ? When 
the crucified and glorified Christ is preached there is a 
blessing. It is always the experience of ministers of the 
Word wherever Christ is preached. This should be done 
with the greatest simplicity ... Christ as the Saviour is 
to be preached, and whether it is liked or not, we are to be 
faithful to our Master." 

Thus it fell out that while learning more and more of 
the corruptions of his own heart, the value of the Saviour's 
merit, blood, and intercession, he came also to know the 
practical effect of believing prayer to make the darkening 
clouds withdraw and bring the life of God into the mean 
affairs of mortal life. This sickness not only weaned 
him from the things of earth, _but brqught him near the 
means of grace by which he was to come to peace. It fell 
out in God's good providence that Mr. Muller went to 
Teignmouth for change of air, and there met Mr. Craik, 
then ministering to a little congregation of believers. 
Of Mr. Craik, Mr. Muller afterwards said: "Whilst 
endowed by God with such great mental powers he did 
not use them to get a name among men, nor to be admired, 
but to throw light on the Holy Scriptures and to set forth 
the truth. " 

Mr. Muller returned to London stronser in health, and 
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in religion he had advanced to certainty. He arranged 
meetings for prayer and Bible study among his fellow
students. So passed ten days, and then feeling from 
returning weakness that a life of study was not for him, 
he applied for active employment. 

Work for God. 

Six long weeks he waited for a reply, and while thus in 
suspense he began to mentally question the right of any 
man or society to commission him; it appeared that He 
who separated Barnabas and-Paul was the only authority 
who could send forth witnesses to His grace. At once he 
began to visit Jews, to distribute tracts, to visit the 
haunts of the children of ·Abraham, while he read the 
Scriptures with some fifty Jewish lads and assisted in a 
Sunday School. His convictions gathered strength, and 
he wrote to the Jews' Society offering to labour without 
salary under them, provided only they would allow him 
to go from place to place to preach as the spirit might 
lead him. 

They refused, and, set free, George Muller went to 
Devonshire, and found work near his friend Mr. Craik. 
Mr. Craik, whose father was a minister at Prestonpans, 
won a scholarship at the University of St. Andrews, and 
was converted by the conversation and society of a fellow
student. After a period spent in Edinburgh he came to 
Exeter to be tµtor in the family of Mr. Groves, who was 
the patron of the famous Dr. Kitto. While engaged in 
teaching, Mr. Craik made hjmself famous by his studies 
and publications about the Greek and Hebrew tongues. 
These studies he pursued while Pastor at Shalden, where 
Mr. Muller first met him. 
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A True Friend. 

The two friends grew into perfect accord in doctrine, 
but Mr. Muller tells us that some of his hearers preferred 
Mr. Craik' s sermons, but they did not relish Muller's 
preaching, its Scriptural plainness and truth offended 
them. But in due time he became pastor of a Church 
numbering eighteen members, with a salary of £55 per 
year. Gradually he advanced in knowledge, as those 
always do who make the Bible their companion. He 
embraced the doctrine of Believers' Baptism, was im
mersed by Mr. Craik, the while cherishing warm love for 
believers who did not see with him on this point. After 
a while he decided not to accept a stated salary, but to 
rely upon the gifts of the saints, to break bread every 
Lord's Day, and thus he drew.nearer the practice of the 
Brethren, who had revived the ways of the primitive 
Church. 

His Marriag·e. 

He was now 25 years of age, and he began to feel the 
need of home love and consolation. After due con
sideration and much prayer, on October 7, 1830, he 
married Miss Mary Groves, the sister of the dentist. The 
marriage came about in this way. A Miss Paget, a lady 
eminent in those parts for her piety and grace, invited 
George Muller to preach at Pottimore, intimating that he 
would be entertained by Mr. Hake, who kept a Boarding 
School in the house once tenanted by Mr. Groves. This 
Mr. Hake years before had been admonished by his grand
father thus: "Mind, William, you take care of Number 
One. n The boy gave no answer, but he said within him
self: "The best way to take care of Number One is to take 
care 9f Number Two." After a while William left the 
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Church of England in which he had been educated. His 
mother-in-law remarked, on hearing that he proposed 
to join the Brethren: "William, you are cracked." "Yes, 
mother, the crack lets in the light," was the quiet answer. 

Mrs. Hake was an invalid, and Miss Groves assisted 
in the household control. Thus she met Mr. Muller, and 
after a while the love within became vocal, and they �ame 
to know each other's affection. When they canie to an 
understanding, "The first thing we did was to fall on 
our: knees· and to ask the blessing of God upon our intended 
union. " The wedding was simple; the happy couple 
walked to Church, were married, in the afternoon met with 
Christian friends gathered in Mr. Hake's house, com: 
memorated the Lord's Death, went to Teignmouth, and 
next day took up the ordinary vocation of their lives. 
Mrs. Muller was like-minded with her husband in doc
trine, and agreed with him also in the duty and privilege 
of frugal living a.pd self-denial. 

A Real Helpmeet. 

Says her husband: "She had had a very good and sound 
education, and, besides the accomplishments of a 
lady, she play�d nicely and painted beautifully, though 
not five minutes were spent at the piano or in drawing or 
painting after our marriage. She possessed a superioF 
knowledge of astronomy, was exceedingly well grounded 
in English grammar and geography, had a fair lrnowledge 
of history and French, had also began Latin and Hebrew, 
learned German when in 1843 and 1845 she accompanied 
me in my service to Germany ... She was a very good 
arithmetician, which for thirty-four years w� a great 
help to me; for she habitually examined month by month 
i!Jl the account boo�s, and tbe hundreds of bills of the 
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matrons of the various Orphan Houses; and should any 
tradesman or matron have made the least mistake it 
would be surely found out by her ... She possessed a thorough 
lmow ledge of useful needlework of every kind and an 
excellent knowledge of the quality of material for clothes, 
linen, etc. ; · and thus became so eminently useful as the 
wife of the Director of the Orphan Homes, where hundreds 
of thousands of yards of material of all kinds had to be 
ordered by her and to be approved of or to be rejected ... 
Her occupation had habitually a useful end. It was to 
get ready the many hundreds of neat little beds for the 
dear orphans, most of whom had never seen such beds, 
far less slept in them, that she laboured. It was to get 
good blankets that she was busied thus to serve the Lord 
Jesus, in caring for these dear bereaved children who had 
not a mother or father to care for them. It was to provide 
number less other useful things in the Orphan Houses, and 
especially for the sick rooms of the orphans, that day by 
day,_ except the Lord's Days, she was seen in the Orphan 
Houses. The knowledge which is useful to help the needy, 
to alleviate suffering, to make a useful wife, a useful 
mother, how far above the value of doing fancy work." 

He also tells us: "With every year our happiness 
increased more and more. " And for years, after dinner, 
he spent half-an-hour with her. "There we sat side by 
side, her hand in mine, as a habitual thing, having a few 
words of loving intercourse, or being silent, but most 
happy in the Lord and in each other." Henceforth Mr. 
Muller was set free to devote himself to the varied and 
special service to which God had called him, and while 
Mrs. Muller did not appear much in the public eye, she 
was one of the most earnest and unwearied workers, toiling 
in secret, but all the more effectively. 

C 
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Removes to Bristol. 

The guiding providence that had led Mr. Muller to 
England before long opened another door for His servant. 
So it came to pass that in 1832 Mr. Craik was invited to 
Bristol, and thence sent for his friend George Muller to 
come and share the labours that from the first had the 
Divine blessing. After a while the two friends went back 
to Devonshire, there to make sure as to what was God's 
will. It became clear that they were to go to Bristol, and 
while the rent of Bethesda was guaranteed for a year, 
Gideon Chapel was also secured for the colleague. Gradu
ally they moved forward, and on the 13th of August, at 
Bethesda, Mr. Muller, Mr. Craik, an unnamed brother, 
and four sisters united themselves in Church fellowship, 
"without any rules, desiring to act only as the Lord shall 
be pleased to give light through His Word." 

This was the seedplot whence so much was to be resown, 
and small as was the beginning, it was a beginning with 
God in it. One is reminded of Dan. Crawford's proverb, 
to change the figure: "You can tell how many apples are 
in_ a tree, but you cannot tell how many trees are in an 
apple. " Out of this apple came much that was helpful 
and holy, the Knowledge Institution, a great tract enter
prise, a missionary crusade, and the Orphanage. So in a 
time when the poor starved and many of the rich were 
godless, in the hungry forties th_is work began. 

Into Mr. Muller's home came a welcome and deeply 
loved daughter, Lydia, who was born 17th September, 
1832. In the year 1833 the colleagues were urged to join 
the Mission Band at Bagdad, and money was sent to pay 
their passage to Persia. For fourteen days there was 
much earnest prayer, and then they decided that it was 
God's will they should remain in Bristol. 
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Work Amongst Children. 

About this time Mr. Muller, always learning, beca1ne 
acquainted with the biography of Francke, who at Halle 
had founded an Orphanage for some 2000 children. At 
that Orphanage Mr. Muller had stayed, and his practical 
mind at once attempted some work for the many ragged 
children starving in Bristol. At eight o'clock in the 
morning he would go out, gather them for a simple break
fast, teach them to read, and read to them the Scriptures. 
After a while he engaged a teacher to assist him, but other 
duties pressed, and some people objected to the massing 
of the children in the streets. 

In 1834 he founded the Scripture Know ledge Institution 
for Home and Abroad. The basis was simple and the 
objects clear Mr. Muller believed it to be the duty of 
every believer to help the cause and work of Christ; that 
i:he patronage of the world or its :financial support must 
not be sought; no debt should be incurred, no patronage 
asked for, and no compromise tolerated. Sunday and 
Day Schools conducted by believers on Scriptural lines 
was one object; to circulate the Holy Scriptures was 
another; and it was resolved to assist missionaries who 
depended upon the Lord Jesus Christ for support rather 
than upon a society. 

Joy and Sorrow. 

Then into his home came a son, born March 19, who 
took the name of Elijah. The families had hitherto 
resided together, now it was deemed expedient to have 
separate homes. 

Perhaps stimulated by this new joy, Mr. Muller's mind 
was slowly moving towards providing the fatherless 
children with a home. It happened that a boy in one of 
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the aided schools was ill, had tq be taken to the workhouse, 
then a dreadful place. Mr. Muller was not one to make 
undue haste, but he appreciated the significance of this 
fact. 

In 1835 he went with Mr. Groves to Germany to secure 
recruits for the Mission in the East Indies. On applying 
for a passport he found that he was liable for a £50 fine or 
imprisonment, for not renewing his certificate of residence. 
This error, due to ignorance of the law, repaired, he went 
to Germany, visited Halle, and saw his father, who said 
to him: "My son, may God help me to follow your example 
and to act according to what you have said to me." 

In June, 1835, Mr. Groves returned to England, and 
died in Mr. Muller's house. Four days later the children 
fell ill and while Lydia was spared Elijah was taken. 
The following entry in the autobiography has a pathetic 
interest. The funeral of both dear ones was on the 29th 
of June and on 14th July. "To-day I had a suit of new 
clothes given by a brother. My clothes were much worn 
and old, and our late funeral might have given a second 
reason for having· new ones. But I did not order any, 
because I had no money to pay for them, and thought it 
wrong to con tract debts. '!



CHAPTER III 

Cleansed and Fitted for the 

Master's Use 

So mean, so common and confined, 
And He the Monarch of Mankind I 
Yet patiently He travelleth 
Those narrow streets of Nazareth. 

DISABLED by the strain of his continuous service (for 
George Muller did all that he did with all his might), 
suffering too from weakness of the chest, Mr. and Mrs . 
Muller went to stay at the Isle of Wight. While there he 
read John Newton's story of how grace rescued him from 
the depths of sin, and this suggested to him the publica
tion of a similar witness to the faithfulness of God. Mr. 
Newton, speaking about his conversion, remarks : "A case 
of this sort indicates a Divine power no less than the 
creation of a'world; it is evidently the Lord's doing, and 
it is marvellous in the eyes of all those who are not blinded 
by prejudice and unbelief." True, and equally true in the 
case of Mr. M filler. 

Once more Mr. Muller came across the "Life of Francke," 
and determined to venture upon the path that he had 
trodden with such success. Mr. Craik encouraged him to 
follow the Divine voice, and a public meeting of friends 
was called to lay before them the object that loomed before 
his mind. There was need of his effort, for at that period 
there was accommodation for only 3600 orphans in Eng
land, while twice as many ( children under eight years of 
age) lay in the foul prisons, too often nurseries of vice. 
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The brethren responded with cordial approbation, feeling 
that the project was of the Lord; two helpers offered them
selves a� once, dedicating their furniture to this work, as 
well as themselves, without fee or reward. The objects 
of the Institution are best told in Mr. Muller's own words. 
He said: 

Need of an Orphan House. 

"It may be well to enter somewhat minutely into the 
reasons which led me to establish an Orphan House. I 
had constantly cases brought before me, which proved that 
one of the special things which the children of God needed 
in our day was to have their faith strengthened. I 
longed to have something to point to, as a visible proof 
that our God and Father is the same faithful God as ever 
He was; as willing as ever to prove Himself to be the 
Living God, in our day as formerly, to all who put their 
trust in Him. Sometimes I found children of God tried in 
mind by the prospect of old age, when they might be 
unable to work any longer, and therefore were harassed by 
the fear of having to go into the poorhouse. If in such a 
case I pointed out to them how their Heavenly Father 
has always helped those who put their trust in Him, 
though they might not always say that times have changed, 
yet it was evident enough, that God was not looked upon 
by them as the Living God. My spirit was oft-times bowed 
down by this, and I longed to set something before the 
children of God whereby they might see that He does not 
forsake, even in our day, those who rely upon Him. Also, 
I longed to be instrumental in strengthening their faith, 
by giving them not only instances from the Word of God, 
of His willingness and ability to help all those who rely 
upon him, but to show them by proofs, that He is the same 
in our day. I well knew that the Word of God ought to be 
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enough, and it was, by grace, enough for me; but still, 
I considered that I ought to lend a helping hand to my 
brethren, if by any means, by this visible proof of the 
unchangeable faithfulness of the Lord I might strengthen 
their hands in God; for I remembered what a great blessing 
my own soul had received through the Lord's dealings 
with His servant A. H. Francke, who, in dependence upon 
the Living God alone, established an immense Orphan 
House, which I had seen many times with my own eyes. 
I, therefore, judged myself bound to be the servant of the 
Church of God, in the particular point on which I had 
obtained mercy; namely, in being able to take God at His 
Word and to rely upon it. 

"All these exercises of my soul, which resulted from the 
fact that many believers, with whom I became acquainted, 
were harassed and distressed in mind, or brought guilt on 
their consciences, on account of not trusting in the Lord, 
were used by God to awaken in my heart the desire of 
setting before the Church at large, and before the world, 
a proof that He 4as not in the least changed; and this 
seemed to me best done by the establishing 9f an Orphan 
House. It needed to be something which could be seen, 
even by the natural eye. Now, if I, a poor man, simply 
by prayer and faith, obtained, without asking any indi
vidual, the means for establishing and carrying on an 
Orphan House, there would be something which, with the 
Lord's blessing, might be instrumental in strengthening 
the faith of the children of God, besides being a testimony 
to the consciences of the unconverted of the reality of the 
things of God. This, then, was the primary reason for 
establishing the Orphan House. I certainly did from my 
heart desire to be used by God to benefit the bodies of poor 
children, bereaved of both parents, and to seek, in othe:r 
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respects, with the help of God to do them good for this life. 
I also particularly longed to be used by God in getting the 
dear orphans trained up in the -fear of God; but still the 
first and primary object of the work was (and still is), that 
God might be magnified by the fact, that the orphans 
under my care are provided with all they need, o;nly by 
prayer and faith, without anyone being asked by me or 
my fellow-labourers, whereby it may be seen, that God 
is faithful still, and hears prayer still." 

A House Rented. 

Mr. Muller, without needless delay, rented a house, 
No. 6 Wilson Street, where he had once lived, and fitted 
it up for the reception of thirty girls, orphans between the 
age of seven and twelve years. He selected girls, "because 
they need more particularly to be taken care of. " In due 
time the house was furnished, the rent provided, and then 
he remembered that he had forgotten to pray for orphans. 
"I took for granted that there would be plenty of appli
cants. " April 26, 1836, was the opening day, but Mr. 
Muller was perplexed by :finding some applications for the 
admission of girls under seven years. 

This decided him to open a Home for Infants, but some 
time elapsed before suitable premises could be secured. 
At last the Lord gave them the house needed, and on the 
28th of November it was dedicated. 

Mr. Muller had been definitely praying for £1000, and 
while there were liberal responses, it was only slowly that 
the gifts mounted up to the sum asked for in prayer. 

In October, 1837, the third Home was opened, and this 
was for boys, but the neighbours objecting to the noise of 
the children at play, it was relinquished, only to have 
another house found by the Lord. 
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Acquaintance with George Whitefield. 

About this time Mr. Muller became acquainted with the 
works of George Whitefield, one of the most successful 
soul-winners the world ever saw. Writing to Howell 
Harris, Mr. Whitefield said: "Show the people on the map 
of the world the kingdom of the upper world, and the 
transcendent glories of them, and assure them that all 
shall be theirs if they believe in Jesus Christ with their 
whole hearts. Press them to believe on Him immediately. 
Intersperse prayers with your exhortations and thereby 
call down the fire from Heaven, even the fire of the Holy 
Ghost. Speak every time, my dear brother, as though it 
were your last; well point if possible every argument, and, 
as it were, compel them to cry, 'Behold, how He loveth 
us'. " From this great itinerant, Mr. Muller learned the 
art of reading the Bible. on his knees. This is the true 
attitude of the learner. To stand to judge, as one might 
before the bills on the hoardings we pass, will yield but 
little profit; whereas the devout attention of all the 
powers will bring refreshment, comfort, and enlighten
ment to the soul. An American print once represented 
a famous infidel as standing before the Bible upon which 
he himself cast his own shadow; the text was shadowed 
by his own fancies, by himself. Growth into Divine 
knowledge and appropriation of the Bible marked Muller's 
advance. Before long it spoke to him with the authority 
of the oracle that once sounded from off the mercy seat. 

Once more Mr. Muller went to Germany, although 
unwell. While ill he had been struck with the words, 
"Neither be weary of his correction" (Prov. 3. 5-12). 
He, in search of health, went abroad, and partly also to 
assist the missionary brethren. He returned to Bristol a 
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little better, but still unwell. Soon after his return Mrs. 
Muller gave birth to a still-born babe, and her life for 
fourteen days hung in the balance. The whole of the night 
Mr. Muller continued in prayer. "I cried at last for mer�y" 
he. says, "and God heard me. " 

Faith Tried. 

Trials were never long absent from him, and, in 1840, 
Mr. MUller gathered together his friends who were 
associated with him in this enterprise and laid before 
them a plain statement about the income, etc., of the 
Institution. After due prayer it was agreed that nothing 
should be purchased for the orphans that could not be 
paid for at the time, but whatever happened the children 
should not lack. Should the funds not come in they 
should be sent away rather than go short of food. Prayer 
suggested sacrifice and prompted it, but it also kept the 
faith steady. A gentleman and some ladies about this 
time visited the Orphan House. One lady said to the 
matron : "Of course you cannot carry on without a good 
stock of funds. " The gentleman asked: "Have you a 
good stock?" The reply was: "Our funds are deposited 
in a bank which cannot break. " Tears of sympathy 
pearled the eye of the lady, and the visitors left five pounds. 
Until the receipt of this gift there was not one penny in 
hand. After a while, the trial continuing, it was agreed 
that they must buy day by day, paying each day as 
purchases were made. And further, it was agreed that 
the rent must be gradually laid aside so that when due it 
might be paid at once. Said Mr. Muller: "I was not 
looking at the little in hand, but at the fulness of God," 
and so he was kept strong and happy. In 1839, while 
compelled by extreme weakness to take a rest, Mr. Miiller 
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came to a decision that he would rise earlier in the day so 
as to give the best of the day to God. Next year he again 
visited Germany, and went to the places where he had 
sinned. He secured more missionaries, and cheered and 
encouraged the faithful few who in that land clung to the 
Lord Jesus as a Saviour and looked for His return. When 
he came back to Bristol it was to find a great need of money. 
Just then a friend, desirous of helping, wrote asking if 
there was any need as he intended to help. But to have 
told him would have been to have departed from the 
principles laid down at the begin11ing of the enterprise. 
The information asked for was courteously but firmly 
refused. "I remember,'' says one, "Mr. Chapman 
telling us, 'We must thank God for the empty purse, for 
it gives Him the opportunity to fill it.'" 

"Jehovah Jireh." 

About prayer Mr. Muller had very definite views. In 
order to be successful, prayer, he said, must originate with 
the Holy Spirit, and not be the product or impulse of a 
human mind. One incident must be recalled. A gift 
of jewellery sent to be sol� for the orphans included a 
costly diamond ring. Before it was sent to the sale room, 
Mr. Muller used it to write upon the window of his room 
"Jehovah J ireh, " to encourage him in the coming dark 
days he anticipated without fear. 

In 1840 he began to circulate Christian books and tracts 
through the Institution. The year following he and Mr. 
Craik refused to accept offerings given in the chapel box 
and cast themselves upon God for supplies. This was at 
a period when a woman gave twopence for the orphans, and 
one of these pence was needed to buy the daily bread. So 
extreme was the poverty that it was decided that if help 
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did not come some of the operations must be stopped, but 
a seasonable and liberal gift met the pressing need. 

Mr. Muller's narratives were translated into German, 
and the gift of £700 enabled him, with Mrs. Milller, to 
visit Germany, where they spent seven months. They 
distributed tracts, taµght and encouraged many little 
assemblies of believers, published and circulated the 
Reports in his native tongue. 

In 1844, for the first time, Mr. Craik' s name was, at 
his request, left off the Report, a proof of the self-denying 
modesty of this good man. 

In 1846, Mr. Muller determined to extend help to 
missionaries in the foreign field, and this branch of the 
work has grown to vast proportions. Thus in the last 
Report we learn that during that year £1354 lls. ld. was 
spent upon missionary operations in :fields widely separated, 
in Africa, Spain, Italy; and only those were assisted who 
looked not to man, but to God Himself as the giver of 
their benefits. 



CHAPTER IV 

The Lord Provides for those who 

Trust 

"Then trust Him for to-day as thine unfailing Friend, 
And let Him lead thee all the way, who loveth to the end. 
And let the morrow rest in His beloved hand ; 
His good is better than our best, as we shall understand, 
If trusting Him who faileth never, we rest on Him to-day, for ever" 

-F. R. Havergal.
"Like a patriarchal sage, 

Holy, humble, courteous, mild, 
He could blend the awe of age 

With the sweetness of a child." 
-Montgomery.

"When a man's chief business is to serve and please the Lord 
all his circumstances become his servants. "-R. C. Chapman. 

Now we come to the wonderful achievement of this great 
life, the erection and furnishing of the .five Orphan Houses. 
The idea grew slowly in the mind of the founder. He 
ascertained that the residents of Wilson Street complained 
about the noise inevitable where children play and are 
left free. He also realised that the drainage of the rented 
houses was not adequate, and that the playgrounds were 
far too small. Besides this, he longed to have some 
garden ground where the boys could be trained and 
vegetables grown for the use of his large family. 

And as usual, after the idea had taken root in his mind, 
there was signs of the Divine sunshine. A thousand 
pounds was sent to Mr. Muller, wholly placed at his dis
posal. Then came an offer from an architect to draft the 
plans and superintend the erection of the proposed new 
buildings. It was estimated that a plot of six or seven 
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acres would be required to accommodate three hundred 
orphans, and the total cost of the proposed building was 
calculated to be from £10,000 to £15,000. Yet this 
penniless man did not quail or hesitate to go forward. 

Looking for a Site. 

About one month was spent in looking about for a site. 
At the end of that period they were directed to Ashley 
Down. Mr. Muller twice failed to secure an interview 
with the owner of this land. The delay was providential, 
as all things are. The owner had two sleepless hours, and 
eventually decided to accept £120 per acre, instead of the 
price fixed, viz. , £200 per acre. The London architect 
confirmed his offer, visited and approved the site. As 
soon as all the money had been sent, in answer to prayer, 
Mr. Muller selected ten men to act as trustees for 
the property. He himself, with his devoted wife, gave 
their services without pay, in itself no small gift to the 
Institution. 

The new building was occupied by the orphans on 
June B, 1849, two years after the commencement of the 
work. The orphans left the rented houses, and within 
five weeks were ready to welcome new applicants. 

Mr. Muller having secured this great building with its 
three hundred large windows, began to be moved with desire 
for larger service. Why not accommodate 1000 orphans ? 
he asked himself, and as he prayed the persuasion grew 
that this was the number which God would provide for. 
Objections to the increase were natural, for the magnitude 
of the new advance alarmed some, and then it was asked: 
what would become of the orphans if Mr. Muller were 
to die? 
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Accommodation for 2000 Orphans. 

In due time No. 2 was erected and opened, 12th Novem
ber, 1857. No. 3 was completed 12th March, 1862. Then 
Nos. 4 and 5 were added, so that early in 1870 there was 
accommodation for 2000 orphans and all needed helpers, 
teachers, and servants, erected and furnished without any 
appeal to man, by the response of God to prayer. There 
are 1700 large windows, giving ample light and ventilation, 
while all is solid; no money has been spent in mere decora
tion. :Much of the money expended came from poor 
people, and it was felt not only sinful to waste their gifts, 
but also unwise not to inculcate frugality and carefulness 
on the part of the children. 

In the Home the children rise at 6 o'clock, are ready 
at 7. The girls are employed in knitting until 8 
o'clock, the boys in reading. At 8." 30 comes breakfast, 
followed by a brief service; then school from 10 to 12. 30. 
Dinner is at I, at 2 o'clock lessons are resumed, and at 4 
o'clock there is 90 minutes' play and exercise, followed 
by a brief service. After this supper at 6. The younger 
children go to bed at 8, the boys are at school until 9, 
while the girls are then busy with needlework. 

One of the boys long after wrote thus : "The face of dear 
Muller is vivid to my mind now as his cup of pleasure 
seemed full as he watched us at our play, and also as we 
sat on the grass like the multitude of old and partook of 
the bounties God had so graciously sent." 

Answers to Prayer. 

To repeat a tithe of the wonderful answers to prayer 
would require a large book. A volume called "Answers 
to Prayer" was indeed compiled from Mr. Muller's nar
ratives and is well worth reprinting. 



48 GEORGE M U'LLER OF BRISTOL 

O.ne friend who had been in the habit of reading the
Reports, remarks: "I do so enjoy them, but oh, they make 
me feel so small afterwards." Others of us share this 
feeling. Two or three typical instances will show how 
to-day God still responds to the prayer of faith. Mr. 
�Hiller, in 1895, said: "I neyer remember in all my 
Christian course now of sixty-nine years and four months, 
that I ever sincerely and patiently sought to know the will 
of God by the teaching of the Holy Ghost through the 
instrumentality of the Word of God, but I have been 
always directed rightly. But if honesty of heart and 
uprightness before God were lacking, or if I did not 
patiently wait upon God for instruction, or if I preferred 
the counsel of my feUow-men to the declarations of the 
Word of the living God, I ma<;le great mistakes. " 

In November, 1857, it was found that a boiler belonging 
to the hot wa

i
ter apparatus at No. I was leaking, and as 

it was encased in brick the repairs would be difficult. 
There was no possibility of maintaining heat, and to do 
without it was impossible. A bleak north wind prevailed. 
Mr. Muller prayed: "Lord, these are Thy orphans, be 
pleased to change the wind into a s9uth wind, and give the 
workmen a mind to work, so that the job may be speedily 
done." 

Night fell, and the cold blast continued, and it was still 
blowing when the workmen came.· Then it died down 
and a south wind :floated softly about. The workmen 
asked to be allowed to complete the work at night, and all 
was completely finished within thirty hours. The south 
wind came mild and gentle until the heating apparatus 
was ready, and then once more the north wind swept in 
chilly force across the downs. 

Then in 1862 one of the drains was obstructed, and as 
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his first wife had been brought to God through the ministry 
of Romaine. He was a communicant of the Church of 
England, and with his wife came to Teignmouth, and not 
finding Gospel preaching in the Establishment, began to 
visit the Free Churches. Mr. Craik was then preaching 
at the Baptist Chapel

., 
Shaldon. At once Mr. Chapman 

recognised the piety of the preacher, and he was no mean 
judge. Of Mr. Chapman one writes : "He is one of my 
stars, and I hold him to be one of the first men of the age. 
He had no ebbs and flows ... He is indeed a child ready for 
anything, everything, it matters not w:µat; to wash your 
feet, to go preach Christ in the market plaee, within a 
stone's throw of an angry bull; it is all one to him if he 
can do his Master's will. " On leaving Spain he was 
presented with a cheque. He appreciated the ac.t of love. 
Said he once: "Without trial of faith we should all be 
ruined, " and trials he had indeed, and profited by them. 

Now that Mr. Craik had gone, Mr. Muller bore this 
testimony to his friend: "His warmth of heart towards 
the Lord drew me to him." He calls him "an earnest and 
devoted preacher of the Lord Jesus Christ, but one who had 
fully studied on his lmees with great diligence the oracles 
of God." 

Not a ripple of jealousy had ever disturbed the mutual 
service of these two men. Each admired the success of the 
other, and thanked God for it. Said Mr. Muller, feeling 
.acutely the loss of his friend: "My heart, however, as in 
all my former trials and difficulties, looked to the Lord, 
whom I know� and on whom I had been inJthe habit of 
practically leaning for more than thirty-six years. " 



CHAPTER V

Good for Bristol-Good for the 

World 

"Thine eternal love has numbered 
Every hair upon my head, 

Safe and free and unencumbered, 
I the path of mercy tread. "-R. C. Chapman. 

MRS. MULLER died, 6th February, 1870. Her health, 
never robust, had long been failing under the stress of the 
incessant work she undertook, and at length she slipped 
away. The serenity of the bereaved husband amazed 
his doctor, who remarked; "I have never before seen so 
unhuman a man." The day after her translation, Mr. 
Muller went as usual to the Prayer Meeting, and with 
shining face said : "Beloved Brethren and sisters in Christ, 
I ask you to join me in hearty praise and thanksgiving to 
my precious Lord for His loving kindness in having taken 
my precious darling beloved wife out of the pain and 
suffering which she endured into His own presence ; and as 
I rejoice in everything that is for her happiness, so I now 
rejoice as I realise how far happier she is, in beholding 
her Lord whom she loved so well than in any joy she has 
known or can know here. I ask you also to pray that the 
Lord will so enable me to have fellowship in her joy that 
my bereaved heart may be occupied with her blessedness 
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instead of my unspeakable loss. " He preached her 
funeral sermon from Psalm 119. 68: "Thou art good, and 
doest good. 

,, 
He said the Lord was good in giving her 

to me. He was good in so long leaving her to me. He 
was good in taking her from me. He added that on going 
home he said to himself : "I shall not meet my beloved 
wife at home, but I shall meet the Lord Jesus, my precious 
Friend. He will comfort me. " 

Mrs. Muller's daughter, ten days after her mother's 
departure, found this paper: "Should it please the Lord 
to remove M. M. (herself) by a sudden dismissal, let none 
of the survivors consider that it is in the way of judgment 
either to her or to them. She has often when enjoying 
conscious nearness to her Lord, felt how sweet it would be 
to be for ever with Jesus, that nothing but the shock it 
would be to my beloved husband, child, etc. , has checked 
in her the longing desire that this her happy spirit might 
take its flight. Precious Jesus 1 Thy will in this as m 
everything else, and not her' s, be done. " 

James Wright's Marriage. 

Sixteen months after this translation, Mr. James Wright 
married Lydia, the only surviving child of Mr. and Mrs. 
Muller. This union was followed in a fortnight by Mr. 
Muller's own marriage to Miss Sangar. Mr. Wright was 
now associated with Mr. Muller in the Directorate of the 
great concerns that were housed at Ashley Down. 

Miss Sangar once had property, but had lost all except 
a sum of £200, but this, before her marriage, she gave 
away, so that she was as poor as her husband, as men say, 
but as rich, for both counted upon the wealth which was 
theirs in Jesus Christ. 
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World-wide Ministry. 

The union was a happy one, and Mr. Muller realised it 
as a mercy tbat his wife being able to travel made it 
possible for him to undertake the world-wide ministry into 
which he was now thus launched.. Mrs. Muller had been 
ill, and, with her husband, was recovering health in 
the Isle of Wight. Mr. Muller had been preaching when 
one of his hearers was so benefited that he said that the 
day of the sermon was one of the happiest days in his 
whole life. This and some similar remarks led Mr. 
Muller to conclude that God intended to use him outside 
Bristol to help and cheer His saints. He said: "I feel I 
know God in a way that He is not generally known. " 
He avowed his objects and ideals thus: "First, to set forth 
the Gospel as based on the finished work of Christ, and 
not on human feelings. Second, to lead believers to 
realise their state and standing, and thus to obtain peace 
and joy. Third, to bring the believers back to the Scrip
tures; to regard them as the standard and test, and medi
tating on them to translate them into daily living. Fourth, 
to promote brotherly love and unite the saints on the great 
foundation truths all hold, thus doing away with the evils 
of sect and denomination. Fifth, strengthening the faith of 
the believers, to encourage them to simply trust God and to 
venture their all upon the promises. Sixth, to promote 
separation from the world and deadness to it; at the same 
time warning the zealous against extravagances. Seventh, 
to fix the hopes of all upon the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and in view of that event the duty of the present 
time and the blessed prospect of being for ever united with 
the Lord.,

, 
A great programme, and wonderfully he 

carried it out. There were in all .rourteen tours spread 
over a period of seventeen years. During that pilgrimage 
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of grace, Mr. Muller addressed about three million hearers, 
and spoke about six thousand times. He from his seven
tieth to his eighty-seventh year travelled in forty-two 
countries, over two hundred thousand miles, a distance 
equivalent to eight journeys round the globe I The 
Continent of Europe, India, Australasia, America, as 
well as the homeland shared in this wonderful evangelistic 
effort, and all the while he was thus busy in foreign lands, 
the Christian Know ledge Institution and the Orphanage, 
although they had trials, found that God helped as he 
had done when George Muller was at Ashley Down. After 
all, while a saintly consecrated man is a fitting instrument 
made meet for the Master's use, the gracious Spirit is 
pleased to employ as He pleases all those He owns and 
inhabits, even imperfect or incomplete Christians and 
those of feeble talents. 

Death of Mrs. Wright. 

During one of his tours, while at Jubbulpore, India, in 
1890, Mr. Muller received the news that his daughter 
Lydia had died. Nearly 58 years of age, she had for 
thirty years laboured in the Orphan Houses, nor had her 
eighteen years of married life checked her activities; it 
only intensified them. Never very strong, eventually 
she found the journey from her home to Bethesda very 
exhausting, but she continued her labours, although with 
failing strength. On January 1st, 1890, the weather was 
intensely cold, but she went out visiting the Lord's poor 
and took a chill which induced pneumonia. During her 
illness, with the shadow creeping rapidly across his home, 
Mr. Wright remained calm, for he drew his strength from 
the presence and love of the Lord Jesus. Two days before 
she left Bristol for her eternal home, he said in his grace 
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before meat : "We thank Thee, Lord, for help up to the 
present. Let us not bring to-morrow's cares into to-day. 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. Cover us with 
Thy feathers and under Thy wings may we trust.,, In the 
evening he said to one of his nieces who was helping him 
in the sick room; "What a thing it is to trust in God I 
And I have been thinking what a fool I should be if I 
disputed with Him when I remember that He is the only 
wise God ! This has not been unforeseen by Him. He has 
planned it all, and whatever the issue, it will only tend 
to the same end and run in the same lines-the wisdom of 
the only wise God. I do not feel that this dispensation is 
either wise or good, but I know it is true, because I believe 
God's Word. 

,, 

More than once he said: "I want only the will of God. 
I dare not choose for myself. I would not if I could. I 
could not i f  I would.,, After her death, which occurred
on the 10th of January, he found in her little orphan 
housebag a slip of paper bearing these words: 

"I have seen the face of Jesus, 
Tell me not of ought beside; 

I have heard the voice of Jesus, 
All my soul is satisfied. " 

Sustained amid Loss and Trial. 

Five years after Lydia had been taken, her step-mother 
followed her into the land of life. Says Dr. Pierson: 
"At the funeral of Mr. Muller's second wife, as at that of 
the first, he made the address, and the scene was unique 
in interest. Seldom does a man of ninety conduct such a 
service. The faith that sustained him in every other 
trial held him up in this. He lived in such habitual 
communion with the unseen world, and walked in such 
uninterrupted fellowship with the unseen God that the 
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exchange of wor Ids became too real for him to mourn for 
those who had made it, or to murmur at the infinite love 
that numbers our days. It moved men more deeply than 
any spoken word of witness to see him manifestly borne 
up as on ever lasting arms. 

,, 

His travelling days with the Gospel, however, were 
ended, and from that time Mr. Miiller busied himself with 
the Christian Know ledge Institution and in preaching in 
Bristol. 

So the peaceful days flowed past, with the aged saint 
ripe in wisdom as in grace, days full of quiet happiness 
because spent in small acts of ministering love. On 
Sunday morning, March 6, 1898, Mr. Muller spoke at 
Alma Road Chapel, and at the Monday Prayer Meeting 
at Bethesda. He appeared to be in his usual health, and 
on the following Wednesday he conducted the Orphan 
House Prayer I\1eeting, giving out the hymn, "The 
Countless Multitude on High,

,, 
and his favourite: 

"We'll sing of the Shepherd that died
That died for the sake of the flock; 

His love to the utmost was tried, 
And immovable stood as a rock. 

When the blood of a victim must :flow, 
The Shepherd by kindness was led 

To stand between them and the foe, 
And willingly died in their stead. 

Our song then for ever shall be 
Of the Shepherd who gave Himself thus; 

No subject so glorious as He, 
And none so affecting to us. 

We '11 sing of such subjects alone, 
N�ne other our tongues shall employ; 

But better His love will be known 
In yonder bright regions of joy." 
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The Man of God Called Home. 

He had complained that on Wednesday morning while 
dressing he had been compelled to rest, and consented 
that on Thursday evening he should have a night atten
dant. On Thursday morning, March 10, 1898, at seven 
o'clock, he was found lying lifeless on the floor-he had 
passed in the night. 

Standing mute by the prostrate form on the floor, Mr. 
Wright uttered a few words of prayer, then stooping to 
kiss the cold forehead, he again prayed and quietly left 
the room, placidly remarking as he met one of the helpers 
in the corridor, "He is at rest." Yes, George Muller was 
at rest, consciously so, and was present with the Lord. 

A proposal to erect a statue to his memory was refused, 
as not in accordance with the modesty that for years had 
not allowed his portrait to be published. Indeed � offer 
of £500 for this purpose had been declined. 

Equally emphatic was the refusal to provide a provision 
for old age. Mr. Muller agreed with his friend Mr. 
Chapman, who said as they sung Mrs. Cousin's hymn, 
"Glory dwelleth in Immanuel's Lari.d": "We do not wait 
till we are throned where glory dwelleth to bless the hand 
that guided or the heart that planned-we do it now." 
Present praise is well pleasing to the Lord, and yet how 
slow and feeble are our thankful acknowledgments. 

He had a grand burial. The whole city was stirred, 
and a deep hush told of its reverence for the man of God 
who so long had dwelt in Bristol and walked its streets .. 
All through the wor Id there thrilled a sense of sorrow, 
touched with triumph; the world had lost a great witness, 
but Christ had brought home one whom He loved and who 
loved Him dearly. 
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Perhaps the most remarkable portion of Mr. Muller's 
service was rendered after he left us. Others ventured 
upon work for God and felt justified in trusting because of 
what God had wrought at Ashley Down. 

Revival in Ireland. 

An example of this influence is the Revival in 1859 in 
Ireland. The reading of Mr. M tiller' s narratives stirred 
a few to pra,y, and once the spirit of prayer was abroad a 
revival is near at hand. Ireland vitalised Scotland, and 
thence the Spirit passed to England and Wales, when thou
sands were born to newness of life. 

The work now fell under the avowed leadership of Mr. 
Wright, who conducted it in the spirit and with the com
forting calmness his father-in-law had manifested. 

Mr. James Wright was a native of Bristol, and in full 
sympathy with Mr. Muller, both in doctrine and practical 
Christian living and work. In 1858 Mr. Muller asked him 
to become his chief assistant. He had at the time a sore 
trial of affliction, and said his brother-in-law: "None of 
us would have planned for you such a way of entrance 
into this new service; we should have said that quietness 
and freedom from pr�sent trouble was the best preparation 
for it; but the Lord judged otherwise. He would accus
tom you beforehand to trial of faith as the surest way of 
strengthening faith for future trial." No wonder that 
one said of Mr. James Wright: "There was in his character 
a singular ripeness which reminds us of fruits that wear, 
even in summer, the autumnal fulness and bloom." And 
one who knew him well says: "What especially struck us 
all was that though so heavy a responsibility was resting 
upon him (Mr. Muller being away) he was always so bright 
and happy, full of kindly interest in everything ... Where 
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another man might have left impressicns, the feeling that 
Mr. Wright left was rather a reflection of his Lord and 
Master." 

The Bearing of a Prince. 

"Especially did he leave the impression of a quiet 
dignity of character," says Pierson. "Like Mr. Muller, 
he had the bearing of a prince, though there was no sense 

of distance. He was most approachable, yet he never 
seemed to lose the sense of the fact that he was the son of 
a King and must maintain his royal standing and be true 
to his kingly duty.

,, 

Conscious of his need of close and loving assistance, 
Mr. James Wright, three months after being left alone, 
invited Mr, Fred. Bergin to become Associate Director 
with him. 

In January, 1905, Mr. Wright was taken ill, and here 
are some of the choice sentences that fell from his lips: 
"The stillness of His presence." "What am I, Lord? 
A sinner saved by grace. Christ has not forsaken His 
Church. There's a good deal of Christ to be found in His 
people." Said he: "God is talking to me� and I have been 
talking with Him in this illness." Thus witnessing and 
triumphing James Wright, on 29th January, passed into 

Heaven. 
The burden he had carried was heavy, but he did not 

complain, saying in a merry tone: "I am appointed 
thereunto." Perhaps the best summary of his radiant 
saintliness will be found in the following incident. While 
picnicking on the moor with his nieces, the keeper charged 
them to be careful about the fire boiling the kettle, and 
receiving Mr. Wright's assurance that all care would be 
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taken, touched his cap and saying, "Well sir, you have a 
very nice face," and left them in full confidence that they 
would do no harm. 

Mr. Fred. Bergin. 

Mr. Bergin, left alone, tells us how acutely he felt the 
loss of his friend. But the Scriptures comforted him, as 
he said: "Our heavenly _Melchisedec brought forth bread 
and wine. Strengthened with this' heavenly food, I went 
up to Ashley Down in the name of Jehovah, the God of 
Hosts ... We believed that power belongeth unto God, and 
in the assurance that He is with us, we, without harbouring 
any doubt of His sufficiency, refused to let the deep sense 
of our own insufficiency hinder us from taking up the work 
into which He had called us." 

In February, 1907, among Mr. Wright's papers was 
found a note, dated June 2, 1878, which ran thus : 

Looking Alone to God. 

"The Scriptural Know ledge Institution has been carried 
on for forty-four years and three months on the principle 
of not making known its wants (pecuniary) to man, but 
to God only in believing prayer. This principle appears 
now to be on its trial. There is nothing in hand for the 
first four objects, and the balance in hand for the orphans 
is lower than it has been since July, 1874. Mr. Muller 
is away, and cannot be here until the 7th or 8th of July I 
I may adopt the words, 'We have the sentence of death 
in ourselves that we should not trust in ourselves, but in 
God that raiseth the dead.' If the principle on which the 
work has been carried on is a Scriptural one, as I believe 
it is, it will answer in the hands of any servant of God to 
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whom He gives grace to trust Hirn, as in those of Mr. 
Muller. I am prepared therefore, by His help, seeing 
He has put me in this position, to go on trusting in Him 
alone. Our God is able to deliver, and He will deliver
so I believe and expect-but if not (Dan. 3. 17, 18) I will 
not, by His help, look anywhere else for deliverance, 
but leave myself in His hands. I am not my own, but 
His, let Him do with me as seemeth Him good. June 3rd. 
This day is announced tqe decease of Mr. H., of W., who 
frequently sent £100 l Another brook dried up, but the 
Fountain remains. I am not cast down. I hope in God, 
and believe that I shall yet praise Him for the help of 
His countenance. " 

Says Mr. Bergin: "At a sore time of trial this came as a 
message sent by the Lord to cheer me and strengthen my 
confidence in God, and the purpose of Mr. Wright then is 
now, by God's help, my purpose-to wait only upon God, 
the living God. " 

And is it not true that if this be a principle it will be 
true to every believing saint, however poor, feeble, or 
consciously weak. Having trusted Christ as a Saviour, 
all who are therefore saved are called upon to fully rely 
upon Hirn for the supply of every want, making known by 
prayer their requests unto God. 

Death of Mr. Bergin. 

And the argument for full trust is strengthened by the 
fact that on the 8th of October, 1912, Mr. Bergin died, and 
the Directorship passed to his son, Dr. William Bergin, 
who is now at the head of the Institution. He has found 
that the principle is true to him. Why not seek to apply 
it in your own life, home, and service P 
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Said Mr. Muller: "I therefore judged myself bound to 
be the servant of the Church of Christ in the particular 
point on which I had obta�ed mercy, namely, in being 
able to take God at His Word and to rely u.pon Him. " 

This is at once the condition on which pardon is granted, 
peace is given, and power to serve secured. Will you 
make it your life principle? And that now and in all 
things? Remember also that: 

"When God inclines the heart to pray, 
He hath an ear to hear; 

To Him there's music in a groan, 
And beauty in a tear. 

The humble suppliant cannot fail 
To have his wants supplied; 

Since He for sinners intercedes, 
Who once for sinners died.•� 
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Some Remarkable Figures 
given as a Brief Summary of the Statistics of Orphan, 
and Bible, School, Tract, and Missionary Work done 
during Mr. Muller's life. 

I. Donations for the Institution.
(a) ORPHANs,-Without any one having been

personally applied to for anything, £988,829 
Os. l0½d. was given for the Orphans as the result 
of prayer to God from the commencement of the 
work up to May 26th, 1898. 

(b) SCHOOL, BIBLE, TRACT, AND MISSIONARY

FUND. -The total amount voluntarily given for 
the School, Bible, Tract, and Missionary funds 
from the commencement of the work was £392,341 
18s. 7d. 

(c) TOTAL OF DONATIONS TO THE INSTITUTION.

The total of the above voluntary contributions 
amounted to One million, three hundred and eighty
one thousand, one hundred and seventy pounds, 
nineteen shillings and fivepence half penny 
(£1,381,170 19s. 5½d. ), given solely as the result 
of prayer. 

II. Donations for Personal Expenses.
The amount received by Mr. Miiller during 

his life for his personal expenses was over £93,000 
III. Income from Sales, etc.

In addition to the above, there came in from 
the commencement by the sale of Bibles, £22,123 
ls. 3½d, ; by the sale of Tracts, £25,474 4s. 4d. ; 
and by the payment of the children in the Day 
Schools, £24,745 8s. 2d. 
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IV. Total Income for the Institution.

Thus the total income of the Institution from 
its commencement up to the year in which Mr. 
Muller died amounted to One million, four 
hundred and fifty-three thousand, five hundred and 
thirteen pounds, thirteen shillings, and threepence 
(£1,453,513 13s. 3d. ). 

V. Number of Orphans Cared For.
From April, 1836, to May 26th, 1898, ten 

thousand and twenty-four Orphans were cared 
for in the Homes. 

Vl. Bibles, Etc., Circulated. 
There were circulated between March, 1834, 

and May, 1898, 285,407 Bibles; 1,459,506 New 
Testaments; 21,365 copies of the Book of Psalms; 
and 222,986 other portions of the Word of God 
in several languages. The total amount expen
ded on this. Object from March, 1834, was 
:i:41, 090 13s. 3}d. 

VII. Tracts Circulated.

The sum total expended on this Object 
amounted to £47, 188 11s. 10d. 

VIII. Missionary Funds.

There was expended from the commencement 
of the Institution, £261,859 7s. 4d. on this 
Object. 
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