
11] iJ PI 1.11J lI LI 11 Pt p] ■J tit LI1J 

Pt 
■ J 

P t 

Pil 
It 
P 

Pt 

LI I 
PI 

IJ 
PIJ 
11J 
L111 
Pt 

TRADING. 

I 111J 

Pt 
Pt 
LI 1.1 
PIJ 

P 
L 
1.11 

LJ 

11,4 
1. 

L] 
1.11.1 

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS 

BY 

A. E. MYLES 

LI J 

P J 
Pt 11 PI Pt PI P L 1.11J 111J 

11J 

LIP 

LI 
PI 

L11.0 
1.11J 
t 

I J 
111] 



TRADING. 

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS BY 
A. E. MYLES, AT DONAGHADEE, 
IRELAND, MARCH 7TH, 1931. 

Scriptures Read. 
"And as they heard these things, he added and 

spake a parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, 
and because they thought that the kingdom of God 
should immediately appear. He said, therefore, 
A certain nobleman went into a far country to 
receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. 
And he called his ten servants, and delivered them 
ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I 
come. But his citizens hated him, and sent a 
message after him, saying, We will not have this 
man to reign over us. And it came to pass, that 
when he was returned, having received the kingdom, 
then he commanded these servants to be called 
unto him, to whom he had given the money that 
he might know how much every man had gained 
by trading. Then came the first, saying, Lord, 
thy pound hath gained ten pounds. And he said 
unto him, Well, thou good servant : because thou 
hast been faithful in a very little, have thou 
authority over ten cities." 

1..vi(E xix. 11-17. 

" And all that believed were together, and had all 
things common ; And sold their possessions and 
goods, and parted them to all men, as every man 
had need. And they, continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
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house to house, did eat their meat with gladness 
and singleness of heart, praising God, and having 
favour with all the people. And the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should be saved." 

ACTS II. 44-47. 

" Now Peter and John went up together into the 
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. 
And a certain man lame from his mother's womb 
was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the 
temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of 
them that entered into the temple Who seeing 
Peter and John about to go into the temple asked 
an alms. And Peter fastening his eyes upon 
him with John, said, Look on us. And he gave 
heed unto them, expecting to receive something of 
them. Then Peter said, Silver and gold have 
I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and 
walk." 

ACTS III. 1-6. 

" But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up 
stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God. 

And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man standing on the right hand 
of God." 

AcTs VII. 55-56. 

" And Ananias went his way, and entered into 
the house ; and putting his hands on him said. 
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared 
unto thee in the way as thou earnest, hath sent me, 
that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost." 

ACTS IX. 17. 



TRADING. 

I purpose linking up these Scriptures with the 
thoughts that were before us this afternoon. 
I have no thought of entering into any detail, 
except in so far as it is necessary to shew how 
they are linked together. We left off this 
afternoon at the point of a saved house. What 
follows shews how a man with a saved house 
can take up the interests of Christ ; in other 
words, when salvation comes into the household 
the Lord can depart, He can go out of the scene 
altogether ; for the next parable introduces the 
idea of a nobleman who went into a far country 
leaving all his interests in the hands of his 
bondmen. 

I want to press the thought that it is at the 
point where salvation is brought to the house 
that the Lord, so to speak, feels that He can 
safely leave His interests in the charge of His 
bondmen. It is a very sobering thought to,  
contemplate that the Lord Jesus has left all His 
interests in the charge of His people. What He 
will receive on His return is dependent on what 
His people do during His absence. I do not 
suggest that if I am unfaithful the Lord will 
lose in the end. I do not think it would be 
right to suggest that, because if I am unfaithful 
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He can give grace to another to do what He 
meant me to do. But considering saints as a 
whole, I would be prepared to say this, that 
what the Lord will receive on His return is 
dependent on their faithfulness. Now that is 
sobering. We often think that the Lord's 
interests are all secured. They are not. If 
the Lord's interests were all secured what 
would be the object of leaving His people here 
to represent Him ? He leaves sufficient undone 
so that every generation of His saints may pass 
through the exercise of having the charge of 
His interests during His absence. 

Luke brings in responsibility. The parable in 
this chapter does not, so far as I understand it, 
bring in the idea of gift as in Matthew's gospel. 
Luke's parable speaks of minas—a small amount 
of money, and each bondman receives the same 
amount. It is not a question of capacity, as in 
Matthew. Matthew brings in talents and 
capacity, but Luke's parable brings in responsi-
bility ; and I would say to every believer in this 
room, The Lord has left you with the responsi-
bility of taking care of His interests. You 
May have thought that if you are unfaithful it 
will only mean that you will lose a little of the 
blessing that might have been yours. But as 
I read this passage, this parable, I see the 
danger, not of losing a little bit of the blessing, 
but of LOSING IT ALL. You may say, Can a 
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believer lose his eternal blessing ? I do not 
suggest that. I am taking the parable in its 
connection and in its import, and I am in-
creasingly afraid of taking away the edge of the 
Word by importing into any Scripture some-
thing that is not there. I see within the range 
of this teaching the clear possibility of losing all 
that has been given to me in the sphere of 
responsibility. 

What is in view, of course, is the kingdom—
the coming day when Christ will reign, and 
when He will reward every little bit of faithful-
ness, and, let me add this, when He will rebuke 
every bit of unfaithfulness. I do not believe 
in presenting the things of God in such a way 
that people think they have a title to every-
thing in the future regardless of what they do 
in the present. Such a presentation is, I am 
sure, foreign to the spirit of Scripture. God 
will bless us eternally, I would not weaken that 
for a moment, but we are speaking about the 
setting of responsibility, and in responsibility 
there are rewards and there are rebukes. And 
I am well supported by Scripture when I say 
that it will be a dreadful moment in the kingdom 
when the Lord refuses to acknowledge those 
who have been unfaithful—when He will deny 
them. He will deny them. The future is only 
full of blessedness and carries no humiliation 
and no rebuke for those who are walking in 
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faithfulness to Christ. I am sure that every 
believer will be in the kingdom, but some may 
be so far in the background that they will 
hardly be seen. 

In this parable we get a suggestion of one man 
reigning over ten cities. What does that mean ? 
It means, amongst other things, that there are 
more cities than men who are capable of reigning 
over them. That is what it means. Ah ! we 
talk lightly of reigning with Christ. Thou-
sands of people have talked about reigning with 
Christ who never will reign with Him. Reign-
ing is dependent on suffering, on faithfulness, 
on diligence, on true representation and care for 
His interests during His absence. Reigning is 
not an automatic thing that you get because 
you have believed in Christ as Saviour—far 
from it. 

Nothing is more solemn to my mind than to 
think of the moment when the Lord will ask me 
for a Trading Account, so to speak, when I shall 
have to produce a Balance Sheet, in terms of 
profit and loss perhaps. I am afraid there will 
he very little profit. II am sure it is a solemn 
thing to contemplate, the moment when the 
Lord will ask for an account. What do you 
think will show up well in that Balance Sheet ? 
It will not be houses and lands, or motor cars, or 
money, it will not he great names. All that 
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will be to your credit in that Balance Sheet, my 
friend, is this : the measure in which you have 
promoted the interests of Christ and enlarged 
them. It is not enough to say that you hid 
your mina in the earth ; it is not enough to say, 
" Lord, I have not lost what you gave me." 
The man that had not lost it in the sphere of 
responsibility lost it in the kingdom—it was 
taken from him. The Lord will look to each 
one of us to have something to present to him, 
to be able to say, " Lord, Thy mina hath gained 
ten, or five." The Lord looks for that. You 
may say, Well, I am only a woman, or, I am 
only a boy or girl ; or you may say, I am slow 
of speech and hesitant. The Lord does not 
ask you, my fellow-believer, to trade with 
anything that You have—nothing ; neither a 
slow tongue nor a ready tongue, neither a dull 
and heavy brain nor an active one. He asked 
His bondmen to trade with what HE left them. 
That is all. EVERY ONE of us in this setting 
of responsibility, has received a mina—a small 
coin, very small. Now the challenging question 
is, What are we doing with it ? The word 
was to " TRADE till I come," that is the word—
trade. Trading means intercourse with men, 
not only with saints but men. What kind of 
intercourse—social ? Oh, no. You might be 
able to claim as friends all the great men of this 
world, and not have a single mina to your 
credit. The kind of intercourse that is in view 
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is that which will promote the interests of 
.Christ and enlarge them during His absence—
that is the kind of trading. 

Now what follows gives us a suggestion of 
how the trading can be carried on in a daY of 
weakness. I allude to what the Lord told the 
man who had done no trading. He said to 
him, " And why didst thou not give my money 
to the bank ; and I should have received it at 
my coming with interest ? " (verse 23). A 
bank is a suggestion for feeble folk, timid 
people. A trader is a man who goes out on a 
venture ; he has large things in view, and he 
gets large profits if successful. But a bank is 
an opening for weak people, such as we are. 
We live in a day of intense weakness, and we 
are all weak ; there is not a strong man in this 
room. We are all weak. And a bank is such 
a comfortable thought for those that live in 
days of weakness; it is a place of security, but 
it bears interest. You see, the Lord will not 
be satisfied if there is no interest. 	It is interest 
He wants--increase. He will not be satisfied, 
He will not commend us, if there is no interest, 
and the bank is the place that yields interest 
and security. I commend it to the brethren. 
I will tell you what the bank is. The bank is 
the fellowship. The same word in the first 
epistle to the Corinthians is translated" table "-L-
the table of the Lord. It is the same word. It 
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is the fellowship. Timid people, weak people, 
can trade in the fellowship amongst the saints. 
Whatever you put in there will bear interest, it 
will never be lost. I will give you a suggestion 
from John's Gospel as to how the Lord viewed 
this thought ; I will call it the thought of the 
bank. He was about to leave this scene. When 
a man is leaving this scene his first thoughts are 
for his family, those that have been dependent 
upon him, as to how to provide for them. Now, 
you remember how the Lord provided for Mary, 
His mother. He did not leave her a large sum 
of money ; He did not leave her lands, annuities, 
or the thousand and one things that men pro-
vide for those whom they love in the ties of 
nature. He committed her to John. It was 
the bank—the fellowship, you see. In the eyes 
of the Lord Jesus, the best, the most secure 
place in all the earth was the love of the breth-
ren. He committed her to that ; that was the 
" bank." 

Following on from the passage which I read, 
we read about a colt that is tied. I did not 
read that section, but I dare say you all know it 
—how the Lord sent His disciples to the cross-
ways where they were to find a colt tied ; not 
only tied but having owners, persons who had a 
proprietary right over the colt, and the word 
to the disciples was to loose the colt. I believe 
that is a suggestion of how you trade. It is an 
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illustration of trading under the Lord's direction. 
It is most essential that we trade under His 
direction. He has gone into a far country, but 
from the far country He is still directing things. 
How many colts there are tied ! What a 
privilege it is to find them out ! This Scripture 
is often used as showing how children are held 
in parental authority and affection, very 
rightly, I am sure. But it is not only that. 
There are many colts tied--tied by a thousand 
things. I do not think there is one of the Lord's 
people who having failed to come under divine 
teaching, is not tied up. The Lord cannot 
afford to give us liberty if we are going to use 
that liberty in self-will and lawlessness. The 
only reason for our having liberty is that we 
might serve Him. There are many colts tied. 
Some of them are tied by beds of sickness, 
disease ; some of them are tied by their circum-
stances. The Lord has many ways of tying us. 
He gives us a sense that He will only give us 
liberty when that liberty will be used for Him. 
Ah ! if there is a soul in this room to-night not 
walking according to the light, I would that I 
could impart to your soul fear—the fear of God. 
You may say, That is a peculiar thing, you 
ought to try and stir up my affections. Well, 
if your affections are not stirred up, I would like 
to stir up your fear. Don't you fear the Lord ? 
I do. I can say it truly, I fear the Lord.. I 
fear His governmental ways with me. Many a 
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time I tremble ; I tremble as I think of them. 
I fear what He may bring upon me in government 
if I do not heed His voice. He is very patient, 
He waits, oh, He waits a long time—ten--
twenty years, perhaps, but when He rolls 
in His government it is a dreadful thing. 
If He has to take away everything that we love 
He will do it. If He has to break up our health 
and afflict our body with disease, He will do it. 
If He has to afflict our minds, He will do it. The 
Lord will do anything rather than lose our love. 

Now a trader, one who is seeking how to en-
large his interests, would be available to the 
Lord to go and loose these colts and bring 
them to Jesus. Could there be a greater 
privilege than that ? To find souls that are 
tied and bound and shackled, all because their 
wills are not broken, because they are not 
subject to Him, because they will not walk 
according to the light ; to find them in fetters 
. . . awaiting the moment when they can 
be liberated and be available to Him. Oh, 
that is a splendid way of trading. It will bring 
large results ; it will bring you cities in the day to 
come. What will give us capacity to rule over 
cities ? 	I will tell you. 	It is not reading 
out notices in the meeting, and it is not looking 
after the money ; it is not doing anything 
official, anything that might give you a promi-
nent place among the brethren. The capacity 
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to rule cities has been acquired in bringing 
divine teaching to bear on souls, so that the 
wills of men have been broken and the will of 
God established. It is that that gives capacity 
to rule over cities in the day to come. 

Well, I wanted to say something more about 
the bank ; it was for that reason I read this 
passage in the Acts of the Apostles. I think 
that Book shows us how the trading was 
started, how the " bank " was contributed to by 
one and another, and how it served to supply 
the needs of those that had nothing. I think 
the bank was opened, so to speak, on the day of 
Pentecost, when all that believed were together 
and not one of them counted anything he 
possessed his own. They had all things in 
common. Every bit of its capital represented 
pure sacrifice. It was all, if I may use a figura-
tiie expression, holy money. Ananias kept a 
bit back for himself. IT was not holy money. 
He introduced the element of unholiness. When 
sacrifice goes out, unholiness comes in. What 
the disciples contributed was all based on 
sacrifice ; not a single man had a title deed 
for anything. Not one of them had the sense of 
proprietary rights. Oh, how we love to be able 
to look at something, a bit of land perhaps, or 
a house, and say, That is MINE ! Not one of 
the disciples said That is mine. It was all 
sacrifice. The bank was open. Oh, what a 
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wealthy bank it is ! how it has been endowed 
with the sacrifice of Christ ! with the presence 
of the Spirit ! with the devotion and sacrifice 
of men and women who have died for the 
brethren. It has been endowed with all these 
things. In the religious world Satan has 
promoted the idea of wealth and endowment 
connected with the church. I suppose that the 
wealth of the Church of Rome could hardly be 
reckoned up. But look at the endowment of 
this assembly ! It is all pure, it is all holy. It 
is based on sacrifice. It is what is pleasing to 
God. Marvellous bank ! 

Peter and John began the trading in chapter 
iii.—not with gold and silver. This bank is not 
meant to provide silver and gold. What it 
provides is the power of God to make men whole, 
so that they should be for God and for Him 
alone. So Peter could say, " Silver and gold 
have I none ; but such as I have, give I thee." 
The man was made whole. That is what 
the fellowship does. 	You bring people to 
the meeting, bring them under the sound of 
teaching, bring them under the influence of the 
love of the brethren, and they will be made 
whole, their moral diseases will vanish, their 
self-will will be subdued, and Christ will have n 
place in their hearts. They will be made into 
men, men according to God, having sensibili los 
—ears that can listen to Christ, lips that can 

15 



speak of Him, feet that can walk for Him, 
hands that would work for Him. You remem-
ber the exhortation in the epistle to the Ephe-
sians, the remarkable exhortation to the man 
that had been a stealer—a thief. The exhorta-
tion to that man was that he was to work ; he 
was to steal no more ; he is to work. Why ? 
To live ; No—to GIVE. That is how the fellow-
ship works. The man is lifted from the de-
graded position of a thief into the dignity of an 
Ephesian saint ; he is a giver. God is a Giver. 
That is how the bank works. 

Then in chapter vii. Stephen comes into view. 
Stephen adds richly to the treasures of the 
fellowship, and remember this, that all the 
treasures of the fellowship are still there ; not 
one of them has been lost, they are all carried 
forward. I have never seen the Apostle Paul, 
I have never seen Stephen the martyr, but all 
they put into the treasury is still there ; I 
think I can say I have looked at it. What 
contributions have been made ! What Stephen 
contributed was a sight of what is in heaven ; 
I do not know what we should have done 
without it. You see, Stephen was a member 
of the body, and he was an EYE. You know 
the function of an eye ; it does not see for itself, 
it sees for the body—the whole body. The 
whole body got the gain of what Stephen saw. 
What a contribution !—a look into heaven, not 
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a peep—a look. " He . . . LOOKED up sled 
fastly into heaven." And he tells us what he 
saw. Ah ! it is a glad sight. It is a sight that 
enables you to go on trading, for Stephen was ti 
trader. Perhaps he was not thinking about 
trading, I do not think he was ; he was more 
occupied with what he had seen in heaven. But 
he was trading nevertheless. Even while the 
life was being battered out of his body he was 
trading. There was a young man standing by 
who held the clothes. Ah ! he is to be the 
product of the trading ; that is to be the working 
of Stephen's mina—Saul of Tarsus. One goes 
out, another comes in, the work goes on. It has 
been like that ever snce the day of Pentecost; 
the persons have changed, but the work has 
gone on. Great men have passed, and humble 
men, every day, ordinary working men such as 
we are, commonplace men find themselves called 
into this precious inheritance. How are we 
going to carry it on ? Are we going to drift as 
near to the world as we can ? There will be no 
fruit from that, only sorrow, and in a day to 
come shame—public shame, for he that denies 
Christ will be denied before the angels of God. 

Well now, just a word or two more ; I just 
wanted to show how Saul came into the fellow-
ship. It is so beautiful to see the working of it ; 
it runs all through this Book. Saul comes among 
the saints, and the brethren are afraid of him ; 
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they did not quite realise the mighty, subduing 
power of Christ. But Saul comes along. He 
cannot see, he is blind. Where is he going to 
get his sight ? He is going to get it in the 
fellowship ! From whom is he going to get it—
a great Apostle ? No, but from a humble dis-
ciple—a man we never hear of before and whom 
we never hear of again. Just such a person as 
we are. You see, the treasure and the power 
were connected with the fellowship—with what 
the Lord had set up on earth to carry on His 
work. Do you think Be would have persons 
to carry on His work without power ? No, the 
power is always there. And this humble dis-
ciple is to be the instrument through which Saul 
is to receive His sight and receive the Holy 
Spirit. What trading I think Ananias would 
be able to reign over a city or two ! I do not 
think he would have any difficulty about the 
way the power of God could subdue men. I 
think I could see Ananias going to a city of men, 
unsubdued, as they will be at the beginning of 
the kingdom, and so bringing in the power of 
God that every person in it will be subdued. 
Where did he learn it ? He learnt it in his own 
circumstances, worked out in a single man ; 
for God works things out in an educational way 
in small things and small circumstances. I 
often say that you can have all the exercise 
that you need in a small meeting of two or three 
brothers. Small numbers do not in any way 
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limit the Lord as to the variety of exercise. You 
might have a hundred brothers and their 
education be not a bit better than the two or 
three in a small meeting. It is a question of 
being with God. 

Well, you see, Saul is DRAWING from the bank ; 
to use the illustration he has not got anything 
to, contribute. He is drawing. But it is not 
very long before he becomes a contributor, and 
he preached boldly that Jesus was the Son of 
God. Ah ! it was not very long after that that 
Paul had something more to contribute ; and 
so on throughout his history. How many 
thousands he turned to Christ ; how many 
saints he instructed in the way of the Lord ; 
how many assemblies he established up and 
down Asia and in Europe. What trading he 
did ! What fruits there were ! You may say, 
I am not a Paul. That is manifest ; there are 
no Pauls to-day, but all the wealth that Paul 
contributed is still here among the saints--
every bit of it. And his teaching is in the 
Scriptures, his suffering, his devoted love, it is all 
recorded. 

I will tell you something about the Scriptures. 
Scripture speaks of events that happened nine-
teen hundred years ago, but when I read the 
Scriptures, under the guidance of the Spirit of 
God, the things that are recorded are just as 
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real to me as though they had been enacted 
before my very eyes. That is what Scripture 
is for me. It has had that power throughout 
all the generations of the Church. Thousands 
of men and women have read the Bible, they 
have waited upon God, and they have had 
almost as real a sense of what is spoken of as if 
they had been there when it happened. That 
is Scripture as lit lip by the Spirit of God. Why, 
it is full of life 	of it. There is a gold mine 
on every page. I It is not a question of where 
you dig ; wherever you dig you will find jewels—
anywhere—everywhere I The Scriptures bear 
the marks of God's handiwork. 

Well, the subject is an interesting one ; I 
feel I cannot do much more than suggest it to 
you. But I am sure it is a right exercise to 
soberly face the fact that the Lord has left us 
here, every one of us, with a definite responsi-
bility, and something to trade with ; and He 
has shown us examples of how men have traded, 
and He has told us about the bank. Whatever 
little bit you contribute to the circle of fellow-
ship will bear interest ; every helpful remark in 
a reading, every visit to the sick, it will all bear 
interest. That night when the weather was 
bad and the armchair looked very comfortable, 
and the fire was inviting, when you said No, I 
must go out and see that sick saint—it will bear 
interest. It is all taken account of. Nothing 
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bears such interest as this. The finest venture 
that the mercantile world has ever known never 
bore, never could bear, such interest as the 
Lord gives. He takes account of what you 
give up, what you sacrifice, and He knows 
when it hurts you to do a thing. I commend 
the bank to you. Do not try and keep your 
mina at home ; put it in a safe place. Some-
times when a brother gets a nice thought about 
the Lord, he is tempted to wait for some special 
occasion to bring it out, and when the special 
occasion comes, it has gone. Or he brings it out 
and it is old--stale, and the brethren did not 
think any thing of it at all. We want to see 
that something goes into the " bank " EVERY 

DAY. It will all bear interest. And what the 
Lord will get on His return will he something 
worth while. He has gone into a far country 
to receive for Himself a kingdom and return. 
When He returns He is going to ask you, and He 
is going to ask me, what we have done with that 
mina. Excuses will be no good. It will 
be no use saying, Lord, my circumstances were 
thus and thus. The Lord knew all about your 
circumstances, He gave them to you ; He gave 
them to you along with the mina. No, we have 
got the Lord—a wonderful Lord, wonderful in 
His grace and love and tenderness ; but we 
have to remember that our God is a consuming 
fire, and it is due to Him that we should fear 
Him ; and the fear of the Lord is the beginning 
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of wisdom. It will give us right thoughts, 
we shall present the things of God in a right way. 
They are holy things ; we cannot play fast 
and loose with them. The Lord looks for 
devotion and fixity. May we all have grace to 
be here for Him in this way, for His Name's sake. 

A.E.M. 
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