
EPHESIANS 
THE GLORIES OF HIS GRACE 

By 

August Van Ryn 

N E W Y O R K 

LOIZEAUX BROTHERS, INCORPORATED 

1 9 4 6 



C PSINTCD "I 
IN USA J 



CONTENTS 
Y Y t 

PAGE 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 9 
CHAP. 

1. IN THE HEAVENLIES 12 

2. JEW AND GENTILE ONE IN CHRIST 39 

3. THE CHURCH A MYSTERY 69 

4. CHRISTIAN SERVICE 97 

5. THE BELIEVER'S WALK 129 

6. CHRISTIAN WARFARE 148 





INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

IN the Epistle to the Ephesians is unfolded the 
highest truth of New Testament revelation. We 
reach here, so to speak, the Himalayas of the 

mighty mountain ranges of Christian blessing. There 
is a gradual ascent, in Scripture, from the lowlands 
of sin and distance from God to the highest heights 
of grace and glory. Christ is ever set before the soul 
in the New Testament, as its first verse indicates, for 
it declares that Matthew is "the book of the genera
tion of Jesus Christ." There is the call to the sinner, 
beckoning him to come to Christ by faith; and there
after to follow on as a believer. The Lord Jesus is 
the object for faith and the goal to which the Chris
tian presses on. He goes before and the believer fol
lows, led on by the Holy Spirit through the Word, 
till finally in Ephesians the saint catches up with 
Christ, so to speak, for he is seen seated in Him in 
the heavenlies. While the truth of God is never put 
in water-tight compartments but is presented through
out the whole Word, yet there are certain outstanding 
truths in each of the New Testament books. In Ro
mans, Colossians and Ephesians we find three ex
pressions which are more or less characteristic of each 
Epistle. In Romans, chapter six, believers are said to 
have "died with Christ"; in Colossians, chapter three, 
they are "raised with Christ"; and in Ephesians, 
chapter two, they are not only raised up together 
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with Christ, but seated together in Christ in the 
heavenlies. These three truths give the thought that 
is prominent in each of these three letters. Ephesians 
presents the highest thought of all, inasmuch as it 
shows the believer lifted u p from the earth, to find 
all his interests and his joys in that realm where 
Christ is, and where our hearts should be. 

In connection with these thoughts it may be noted 
that in Romans men are "alive" in sins before they 
are saved. But in Ephesians, while they walked ac
cording to this world and the lusts of the flesh, yet 
they are said to be "dead" in trespasses and sins. In 
Colossians these two thoughts are combined, as for 
instance in chapters 3:7 and 2:13. 

Ephesians thus takes us to the very height of 
Christian position. Christ is seated in the heavens 
supreme, and we are seated in Him. Thus, since the 
truth presented is the very highest, so Satan seeks to 
rob us of the blessings connected with it. Therefore, 
not only our blessings are heavenly, but the conflict to 
enjoy those blessings is also in the heavenlies. In that 
way Ephesians answers to the book of Joshua in the 
Old Testament. As Israel had to conquer what be
longed to them as given to them of God, so do we 
Christians have to take possession of our spiritual 
riches, as presented in chapter six of our Epistle. 

Ephesians is divided into six chapters, which natu
rally fall into two pairs of three chapters each. The 
first chief division of the book, chapters one to three, 
presents doctrinal truth; the last three chapters give 
the practice that is to flow from these truths the lofty 
walk consistent with the exalted position of the be-
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liever in Christ. The number "three" is stamped 
prominently on this wonderful letter, probably stress
ing the thought that it gives us the full revelation of 
God in the Persons of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. We have God as the Source of all blessing, the 
Lord Jesus as the Channel, and the Holy Spirit as the 
Agent, so to speak. The book presents three great 
outstanding themes, for the first three chapters speak 
of the revelation of the will, counsels and purposes of 
God, and may be said to have for their theme the 
"ways" of God. Chapters four and five stress the 
"walk" of the believer; and chapter six "the warfare" 
of the Church. 

The foregoing is, of course, but a faint and very 
fragmentary delineation of the Letter we are about 
to study. May the Spirit of God bless our meditation 
upon it to His glory and our own help and in
struction. 



CHAPTER ONE 

IN the opening verse the Apostle addresses "the 
saints at Ephesus and the faithful in Christ 
Jesus." This form of address in itself is significant. 

As Paul tells us in the first Epistle to the Corin
thians, he writes with three different classes of people 
in view; "the natural man," the "carnal man," and 
the "spiritual man." His letter to the Romans is 
written to show us how God saves the natural man— 
the sinner—and provides for him so that he is able 
to live a life that glorifies God. The Epistles to the 
Corinthians and to the Galatians are written with 
the carnal man in view—the fleshly believer. The 
letters to the Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians 
are addressed to the spiritual believer, the "spiritual 
man." It is therefore worthy of note that when writ
ing to the carnal believers in Corinth and Galatia, 
the letters are addressed to the "churches" as groups, 
while the letters to the spiritual believers in Ephe
sians, Philippians, and Colossians are addressed to the 
individual saints, not to the churches as such. This 
would suggest, I believe, that spirituality is an indi
vidual matter; fellowship with God and obedience 
to His Word depend on each individual Christian. 
I t is not necessarily true of the whole Church that 
it is spiritual, but carnality has affected the Church 
in general. How this should spur us on and stir us 
to seek to walk individually in touch with God, and 
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thus to really merit this designation in our opening 
verse—of "faithful" in Christ Jesus. On the one hand, 
the word "faithful" might mean simply those that 
are believers in Christ. While on the other, it has the 
suggestion of our being faithful practically in our 
Christian life. 

BLESSED WITH ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS 
IN THE HEAVENLIES 

(1:3) 

CONTRASTED WITH ISRAEL'S EARTHLY BLESSINGS 

After the opening salutation of grace and peace 
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Apostle bursts into an ascription of praise to the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the heaven-
lies in Christ. Thus we are immediately introduced 
into the heart of this letter, and lifted by the Spirit 
into the highest realms of divine blessing. This verse 
is in contrast to the blessings that belong to Israel. 
Their blessings were chiefly physical ones in earthly 
places rather than spiritual ones in the heavenlies. 
God promised them every material blessing here upon 
the earth, He promised to bless them in basket and 
in store, to bless the fruit of the field and the fruit 
of the womb. All those blessings were dependent on 
their obedience to God's laws, while to us all our 
blessings are secured "in Christ." They are not de
pendent on our faithfulness, but on His. Again, Israel 
would get their blessings secured if they obeyed God 
and walked in His ways, while we are already blessed 
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with all spiritual blessings. It but remains for us to 
enjoy them, to revel in all the riches of divine grace 
poured out upon us so unstintedly. 

CONTRAST BETWEEN 1 Pet. 1:3 
and Eph. 1:3 

There is another book in the New Testament 
which opens somewhat similarly to Ephesians. The 
third verse of its first chapter while quite like Eph. 
1:3, is also strikingly different from it. "Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us 
again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead." Peter is writing to Jewish 
Christians, and so he uses their history of old to 
illustrate their present position as Christians. Once 
Israel was God's chosen people, but because of their 
sin they were cast off. But now those who believe in 
Christ are begotten again (notice that word "again") 
to a living hope. Their old hope is dead; they are 
no longer God's people as a nation, but those among 
them who turn to Christ and trust Him as their 
Saviour are begotten again, now to be God's people 
by faith even as we Gentiles. Thus they have a living 
hope, through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Once again they are traveling on through the 
wilderness to their inheritance; but now their in
heritance is not the land of Canaan but an inheri
tance in heaven (I Pet. 1:4). In the meantime, they, 
are kept by God's power through faith unto final 
salvation, which takes place at the coming of the 
Lord. 
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In Ephesians the truth is presented somewhat dif
ferently than in Peter. Here the believer is not seen 
as traveling on through the wilderness with the in
heritance in heaven at the end of the journey, but 
he is seen as already now in the heavenlies. By faith 
the believer anticipates heaven in Ephesians; he 
dwells there by faith and revels in its glories and 
riches. In Peter the inheritance is looked at as fu
ture; in Ephesians, on the contrary, we are told that 
we already have obtained an inheritance. 

"IN CHRIST" 

In Peter we do not find those two amazing words, 
"in Christ," as we do in the Ephesian chapter and 
verse: He "hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in the heavenlies in Christ." In Peter we are told 
what the believer is going to have; in Ephesians, what 
he already does have, in Christ. In Peter we learn 
what the believer has; in Ephesians, in whom he has 
these blessings. In Peter we have resurrection, for 
the believer is begotten again to a living hope by the 
resurrection of Christ; here in Ephesians we have 
ascension, for the believer is seen seated in the heaven
lies in Christ. In Peter the Christian is presented as 
a pilgrim on the way from earth to heaven, even as 
Israel journeyed, of old from Egypt to Canaan. Thus 
the believer is there seen as once upon a time in 
the world, but now redeemed out of it by the blood of 
the Lamb, and led out of it by the power of God. 
He is traveling as a stranger and a pilgrim through 
this world which has become a wilderness to him. 
Heaven is the goal before his soul, as Canaan was 
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the Israelite's destination. But in Ephesians, while as 
to his body the believer is still in this world, of 
course, yet he is already now by faith in the pos
session of his heavenly inheritance. While in First, 
Peter the believer is seen as traveling home to heaven 
with the inheritance reserved for him, in Ephesians 
the journey is ended, as it were, the believer has 
reached his destination, so to speak. By faith he is 
already enjoying the things that are his in Christ. 
Satan would keep him from possessing the precious 
things that belong to him, and so there is the con
stant warfare with the devil and all his evil hosts, as 
outlined in the last chapter of our book. Since the 
believer is seen in Ephesians as already in heaven in 
spirit, this is perhaps the reason that the coming of 
the Lord to take us home to glory is left out in this 
letter. We have gone to heaven already to find our 
delight in Christ and His things, while in the other 
Epistles He is shown as coming to take us there. 
Ephesians anticipates heaven for the believer, and 
presents the thought that he should even now enjoy 
all the spiritual riches that are his, and should know 
the sweetness of fellowship with Christ in glory. 

We find then that wonderful expression "in Christ" 
here. I t is not mentioned in the similar passage in 
(1 Pet. 1:3), but is characteristic of this book. That 

little big word "in" is found over ninety times in 
this short letter, and the words "in Christ," in some 
form or other, are found about twenty-five times. 
That word "in" has been called the biggest word in 
our Bible. Its import is truly wonderful. Those words 
"in Christ Jesus" are among the most important 
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ever written. With their equivalents they are found 
some 130 times in the New Testament. We have 
life in Christ Jesus. Thus Christ is to the believer 
the sphere of this new life, not merely a circle which 
surrounds only on one plane, but a sphere which en
compasses the believer in every direction. A sphere 
surrounds and protects all that is within, while it 
excludes and separates from all that is without. Thus 
our being in Christ means that the Lord Jesus sur
rounds and embraces the believer in His own life, and 
separates him at the same time from all outside and 
hostile influences. He protects the believer from all 
perils and foes, and supplies him with all that is 
necessary. In Ephesians the meaning of this being 
"in Christ" reaches its highest thought. The peculiar 
truth in Ephesians is the heavenly nature and divine 
fullness of this sphere of our new life. 

IN THE HEAVENLIES (1:3) 

Our life is a heavenly life. That in itself is an amaz
ing truth, for heaven is not man's abode normally. 
Psalm 115:16 assures us that the earth had been given 
to the children of men, but because of sin man lost his 
right to live on earth. This is proven very simply by 
the fact that man dies, and is thus taken off the earth. 
But divine grace comes in and brings the wonderful 
news that though man has lost his right to live on 
earth, yet has God devised a way by which man may 
live in heaven. Cain, by slaying his brother Abel (a 
picture of the murder of the Son of God by this 
world), lost his right to live on earth, as he himself 
says in Gen. 4:14: "Behold, Thou hast driven me out 
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this day from the face of the earth, and from Thy 
face shall I be hid." Yet that very fact, the death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, God used in matchless grace to 
open the way into a heavenly paradise. Man who had 
lost the right to live on earth, yet by divine grace is 
taken into heaven itself. Where can one find this story 
told out in sweeter strains than on the very cross of 
Christ itself? For there, next to the Lord Jesus, hung 
a thief who was dying for his sin; he was unfit to live 
on earth. But in infinite grace our Lord could and did 
say to him: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Today 
shalt thou be with Me in paradise." Here in Ephesians 
the Spirit of God places the believer right now, by 
faith, in those heavenly regions. There he may look 
around and enjoy those riches which are his already 
because of what Christ has done for him. We are 
blessed "with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies 
in Christ." 

What lovely thoughts are evoked by that simple 
word "in!" One can let his imagination run riot, and 
yet never exhaust the vast wonders suggested by that 
little phrase, "In Christ." To be in something, first of 
all, leaves out any reference to the person that is in
side. Thus to be "in Christ" means that I myself am 
not being considered. I t is not who I am, or what I 
am, or what I have done, but where I am that is im
portant in this being in Christ. Therefore it is not be
cause I am worthy or unworthy, but because of who 
Christ is and what He has done that I am the re
cipient of all these heavenly blessings. Thus my being 
in Christ does away with any thought of self. It all 
depends on who He is, and not on who I am. I only 
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need to come to Him as a poor sinner and trust Him 
as my Saviour, and immediately God sees me in 
Christ, accepted in the Beloved. In verse 3 my bless
ings are said to be in Christ, while in verse 6 I myself 
am in Christ. To be in Christ also means that I am 
eternally safe, for nothing can come at me when He 
surrounds me on every side. It also means comfort and 
joy, for when one is in a secure place in times of 
stress and storm, peace and comfort are assured. There 
is hardly any limit to the many thoughts and shades 
of meaning contained in that lovely expression "in 
Christ". Not only does it mean where I am (the posi
tion in which divine grace puts me), but in Christ 
means that whatever blessing the believer has is his 
already because of who the Lord is and what He has 
done. Our calling thus is from heaven to heaven, and 
on the way there, so to speak, our path by faith should 
lie through heaven. We should already enjoy in a 
large measure our heavenly blessings in Christ. 

THE ETERNAL PLAN AND PURPOSE OF GOD 

THE MYSTERY OF HIS WILL (1:4-10) 

Now from verse 4 through verse 10, we are given a 
birds-eye view of the great, eternal plan and purpose 
of God. These verses take us from eternity past, if we 
may use such an expression, on to eternity ahead, 
when time shall be no more and all God's eternal 
purposes shall have reached their fulfilment. In these 
verses we have a complete summary of the teaching of 
the Epistle to the Ephesians. Let us look at the details 
of this wonderful summary. 
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CHOSEN IN HIM (1:4) 

Verse 4 bids us look back to eternity when from be
fore the foundation of the world God chose us in 
Christ. How thrilling to hear that in those past and 
distant ages, God had set His love upon us, and had 
elected us for His own, through the work of His be
loved Son. Sin was not something unforeseen, or un
prepared for, for He chose us in Christ away back 
before time began. That mighty sacrifice of Christ on 
the Cross was planned even then, and in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly. And this rich grace is 
now bestowed upon us, in order that we might be holy 
and without blame before Him in love. That purpose 
no doubt will only reach its full accomplishment when 
Christ shall have come, and we shall be like Him 
when we see Him face to face. But even now, as God 
sees us, we are holy and without blame because of 
the fact that Christ has met all our sins, and presented 
us to God accepted in Him. 

PREDESTINATED TO THE ADOPTION OF SONS (1:5) 

He has "predestinated us to the adoption of chil
dren (the Greek word is 'sons') by Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will." 
The previous verse mentioned the simple fact that we 
were chosen in Christ; verse 5 adds the further truth 
that God had a special destiny in view for those 
chosen ones. They are predestinated to the adoption 
of sons. This goes far beyond the mere fact of our 
being saved or redeemed. There were many dear 
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saints of God in the Old Testament saved by His 
grace, but they were not sons of God, as we are now. 
God specially predestinated us to that glorious posi
tion. A glance at Gal. 4 will show the meaning of 
this truth of the adoption of sons. Paul there con
trasts the saints of the Old Testament with those of 
the New. In the Old Testament a believer had merely 
the status of a "child" in the family of God. Paul 
speaks of the Jewish saints when he states in Gal. 4:3 
that "we, when we were children, were in bondage 
under the elements of the world." The Jews were un
der law, a law that told them, "Thou shalt" and 
"Thou shalt not". That is the way we talk to a child. 
But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent 
forth His Son. His precious Son redeemed those that 
were under the law, that we might receive the adop
tion of sons. Because of the work of Christ on the 
cross, believers are now no longer under the law and 
thus subject to ordinances, but they are given the 
place of sons. In our language today the word "adop
tion" carries the idea of a child taken into a home 
and given the place of a child by a couple who are 
not themselves its parents, but in the Bible the word 
"adoption" has no such meaning. Its literal transla
tion is "the placing of a son". When Rome was in 
power, adoption was a ceremony in which parents 
would publicly present their child to society, some
where at the age of sixteen or so. That child would 
thereafter take his place in society as the acknowl
edged son of the family. That is rather the thought 
presented in Scripture under the term "adoption". 
Upon the death of Christ believers are no longer un-
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der law,—under order, as a child is—but are given the 
place of grown-up sons and daughters of God. The 
passage in Gal. 4 goes on to say that because we 
Christians now are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, by which we cry 
Abba Father. "Wherefore thou art no more a servant 
but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through 
Christ." Thus the precious truth of adoption sets 
forth the fact that not only have we been redeemed 
through the death of Christ, but have been given the 
position of sons in God's family. In Christianity we 
are no longer under rules and regulations, as a little 
child is, but we have the Christian liberty and dignity 
of Sons of God. The Spirit of God Himself indwells 
us, thus enabling us to walk to God's glory as we are 
led and instructed by Him. To enjoy the adoption of 
sons means to enjoy the liberty wherewith Christ has 
set us free; we should walk as intelligent, spiritually-
educated, free men. And Gal. 4:7 adds: "If a son, 
then an heir of God through Christ." Thus this pre
destination to the adoption of sons in this Epistle goes 
far beyond the mere matter of salvation, but carries 
with it the thought of our being blessed with all that 
the heart of God could devise. It is a position that 
shall be ours throughout all eternity. We are sons of 
God already; we shall be manifested as such when 
Christ Himself is manifested. It may be noticed that 
the Apostle John always speaks of the believer as a 
child of God—a "born-one"—while Paul speaks much 
of sonship. The one speaks of our family relationship, 
the other of our position. He has made us sons "ac
cording to the good pleasure of His will." It pleased 
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God to give us this glorious place of honor and 
privilege. 

ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED (1:6) 

He has made us "accepted in the Beloved." How 
sweet to read such words. As John 17:23 puts the same 
great truth: "I in them, and Thou in Me, that they 
may be made perfect in one; and that the world may 
know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them as 
Thou hast loved me." Who can fathom the wonder 
of such words? Accepted in the Beloved! Seen by God 
in all the loveliness of His dear Son; in Him who is 
the Altogether Lovely One. When one meditates upon 
such amazing grace, surely the heart and lips can only 
praise Him for the glory of such grace. 

OUR REDEMPTION (1:7,8) 

Now in verse 7 we come down to the actual work 
that needed to be done in order that God might be 
able to carry out His eternal plans of grace toward us, 
His accepted ones. We have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of His grace. How much the Bible has to say about 
the value and efficacy of that blood shed on Calvary! 
It is the only blood called "precious blood" in Scrip
ture—precious because of whose blood it is, precious 
because of its tremendous value and power. By that 
blood He not only is able to forgive us our sins, as 
our verse says, but it also redeems us, or sets us free 
from sins that once dominated us. All the dark past 
is wiped out completely, and we are His forever. He 
has abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence. 
Surely in the great work of Christ on the cross, 
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wisdom, power, and love combine their forces for the 
present and eternal blessing of the believer. It is all 
according to the riches of His grace. 

HIS WILL MADE KNOWN TO US (1:9) 

And now not only has God purposed this rich bless
ing, and laid the foundation for it so deep and strong 
on Calvary, but verse 9 shows He has been pleased to 
make known unto us the mystery of His own will, 
according to His good pleasure which He hath pur
posed in Himself. He has been pleased to take us into 
His confidence, and to reveal to us His counsels of 
wisdom, love, and power. We are His sons now, and a 
father will share his secrets with his grown-up sons, 
when he would not do so with small children. Even 
so, our gracious God has taken us into His secret 
thoughts, and has introduced us to His all-wise pur
poses of divine grace and wisdom. The sad thing is 
that so few, alas, of God's dear people really crave to 
know more of those divine counsels and purposes. The 
Apostle prayed for the saints in Colosse that they 
"might be filled with the knowledge of God's will in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding." For as a re
sult the believers would then "walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing by the knowledge of God" (Col. 
1:9, 10). 

A SUMMARY OF GOD'S GREAT WORK OF THE AGES 
(1:10) 

In verse 10 of our chapter the whole plan of God is 
summarised. What we speak of as "time" is divided in 
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Scripture into a number of separate "times", or, as 
we call them loosely, "dispensations", such as the dis
pensation of law, of grace, of judgment, etc. In reality, 
the word "dispensation" ("administration", or "stew
ardship") has in view the way, the methods, and the 
policy in which a steward dispenses all that belongs 
to his master. So in Scriptural thought it implies the 
general method, or policy, by which God deals with 
men in various periods of time. God has seen fit to 
change His dealings repeatedly throughout time. So 
the dispensation became identified with the period of 
time during which it was in operation. Thus men 
speak of the twelve years during which President 
Roosevelt was at the helm of affairs as the "Roosevelt 
administration," when actually they mean his way of 
administering the government in distinction from 
others, rather than the time. The present age in which 
we live, from the cross to the coming again of the 
Lord Jesus, we call "the dispensation of grace," be
cause God's dealings in this age are specially char
acterized by the operation of divine grace. Narrowing 
down this term "dispensation of grace," we might say 
that it is the dispensation in which God is calling out 
Jews and Gentiles by the gospel to form the Church, 
the Body of Christ. Prior to the cross, during the 4,000 
years or so from Adam, a number of other "times" 
have preceded this present age. When all these vari
ous times shall have run their course, all things will 
then have been gathered together in one in Christ, 
both those which are in heaven and which are on 
earth. The tenth verse therefore takes a survey of 
all that has happened in, the past and will happen in 
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the future, until that day when the Lord Jesus shall 
have finished His administrative work. He must reign 
until He shall have put all enemies under His feet. 
Then, as 1 Cor. 15:24-28 shows, when Christ shall 
have subdued all things unto Him, then shall the Son 
also Himself be subject to Him who put all things 
under Him, that God may be all in all. Our verse 
tells how the Lord Jesus Christ is going to do all that 
is needed to gather together all things in one, that is, 
to reconcile and harmonize all things in heaven and 
on earth. We know how sin came in away back in 
heaven, when Satan rose up against the Most High. 
Sin spread to earth when the serpent tempted Eve, 
and we have had its wretched curse ever since. But 
our blessed Lord will never rest until the last trace of 
it is removed, till its discord shall be gone forever, 
and eternal peace and harmony shall reign universal
ly. That mighty undertaking of our Lord began in 
His precious death on the cross; there the foundation 
for eternal bliss was laid. During the last 1,900 years 
the process has been going on. Millions of precious 
souls have been saved by God's grace, and gathered 
together in one—one Body, the Church. In that 
Church both Jew and Gentile are united in one Body 
by the cross, as we shall see later on in the second 
chapter of our letter. Soon the Lord will come to take 
His Church home to glory. Then God's earthly peo
ple Israel shall again be taken up, and many of them 
will carry the gospel to the utmost bounds of the 
earth during the tribulation period. Thus the process 
of our tenth verse goes on. During the tribulation 
millions will probably be saved from among the Gen-
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tiles and from among the Jews, to inhabit the earth 
under the beneficent reign of Christ. At the end of 
the tribulation the Lord Jesus will come from heaven 
with His mighty angels in flaming fire taking ven
geance on all them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. He shall take 
out of His kingdom all that offend and do iniquity, 
and shall put them in a furnace of fire where there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. There will 
be a thousand years of peaceful reign, familiarly 
spoken of as the "millennium". That period of time, 
when righteousness shall reign even as grace reigns in 
the present age, will be marked by two unique facts, 
both in sharp contrast to what obtains in our day. 
For during the millennium the Lord Jesus will reign 
openly, be universally acknowledged as Lord, and 
Satan will be bound. Today the very reverse is true, 
for Satan is anything but bound; he is very active, the 
one who claims to be the prince and god of this 
world. And instead of our Lord Jesus reigning and 
universally owned as Lord, He is despised and re
jected, hidden as it were in heaven. Though during 
the millennium Christ will reign a thousand years in 
righteousness, yet at its end there will be hordes of 
sinners ready to side with the devil and to fight 
against the Lord, as we read in Rev. 20. Fire will come 
down from heaven and destroy them. Thus at the end 
of the millennium the great process of our verse (Eph. 
1:10) will have reached its fulfilment. The Church 
and all the Old Testament redeemed ones will be in 
heaven; all true believers among the Jews and the 
Gentile nations who were saved during the tribula-
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tion period will be on earth, and all the wicked who 
refused to bow to Christ will be in the lake of fire. 
In regard to the eternal doom of the wicked we should 
notice that our verse does not say that all things in 
hell will be gathered together in one; only those on 
earth and in heaven. Turning to Phil, a, we learn 
there that every knee in hell ("under the earth"), 
shall bow to Christ, and every tongue shall confess 
Him Lord to the glory of God the Father. The doom
ed sinner will submit to Christ, but he will not be 
reconciled. There is a mighty difference between re
conciliation and submission. The solemn truth is that 
even those who are eternally lost will have to submit 
to Christ, but they will never be reconciled or brought 
into harmony with God. And so our verse in its few 
words gives us a complete summary of the administra
tive work of Christ till sin shall have been banished 
from earth and heaven, and perfect harmony shall 
have been restored in all God's realm. Even heaven 
itself we are told is not clean in God's sight. We 
know that sin originated in heaven, and this very 
Epistle tells us that Satan and his hosts are there. But 
they will be cast out, and sin will be banished every
where in heaven and on earth. Well may we adore 
Him, who alone is able to accomplish all this and is 
going to do it to God's glory and man's eternal 
blessing. 

OUR INHERITANCE (1:11,12) 

Now, while much of verse 10 lies in the future, 
verse 11 assures us that we Christians have even now 
obtained an inheritance, being predestinated accord-
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ing to the purpose of Him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of His own will. By using the pro
noun "we" Paul is speaking of himself and of other 
Jewish believers. They who had lost their earthly in-
heritance, now by divine grace have received in 
heaven a better and enduring substance. They "first" 
trusted in Christ, says he. For the gospel went out 
first of all to the Jew—"to the Jew first" (Rom. 1:16). 
Then soon after Pentecost it began to be preached to 
the Gentiles. Our Lord told His disciples to go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
At first the apostles were very slow to obey this com
mand. The Jews found it hard to believe that the 
Gentiles should also be the recipients of this grace, 
but after a while they learned that the grace of God 
is not limited to one race. So in verse 13 Paul changes 
from the "we" to the "ye", and says that the Gentiles 
also trusted in Christ after they heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of their salvation. In whom also, 
after they believed (the correct reading is, "having 
believed"), they "were sealed with that Holy Spirit of 
promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the 
praise of His glory." Here we have the first mention 
of the Holy Spirit in the Epistle. 

SEALED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT (1:13) 

We are told that every true believer is sealed with 
the Holy Spirit of Promise. The Spirit Himself is the 
"Seal," and He ever abides with us down here. Both 
this verse and Eph. 4:30 assure us that we are sealed 
by the Holy Spirit of God until the day of redemp-
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tion. He not only seals us but is also the earnest of 
our inheritance until the redemption of the pur
chased possession. So precious are we to God that He 
Himself in the Person of the Holy Spirit indwells us 
and abides with us all the days of our life. Sometimes 
Christians speak of being watched over by guardian 
angels, but it is even better than that. God does not 
even entrust us to the care of angels; He Himself is 
with us. He seals us, and we usually seal things that 
are valuable, in order to protect them from those who 
have no right to them. It is true that we are not 
worth much ourselves, but when we reflect that we 
have been bought with the life-blood of the Son of 
God, then indeed we can understand why God should 
seal us; we are indeed valuable property. That Holy 
Spirit is the Spirit of promise. His very indwelling of 
the believer is a promise that He shall see us safely 
through to the glory. We are saved now in a certain 
sense, our sins have all been forgiven and we are 
God's children, but on the other hand we are travel
ing through a world where sin and danger and death 
lurk everywhere, and so He must needs save us every 
step of our journey. How precious then to read here 
that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit of God. 

THE FUTURE REDEMPTION OF OUR BODY (1:14); 
TO TAKE PLACE WHEN THE LORD JESUS COMES 

(Phil. 3:20,21) 

We read in verse 7 that we have redemption already 
in Christ, yet verse 14 speaks of a redemption that is 
still future. In verse 7 the truth is that we are re
deemed from our sins; "in verse 14 the thought is that 
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we are waiting to be redeemed, or set free from sin 
as it still dwells in these bodies of ours. Rom. 8:23 
presents the same truth when it says that we are "wait
ing for the adoption, the redemption of our body." 
We are Christ's purchased property, so He looks after 
us very carefully by means of the Holy Spirit, who 
seals us until the time shall have come when our 
bodies also are to be redeemed. This will take place 
at the coming of the Lord, when He comes to take 
us Home to glory. That day of redemption is men
tioned in Phil. 3:20, 21: "For our conversation is in 
heaven, from whence also we look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body 
(body of humiliation) that it may be fashioned like 
unto His own body of glory, according to the work
ing whereby He is able to subdue all things unto Him
self." Then our redemption shall be complete. We 
shall have been redeemed from the penalty of sin, 
which is already true today; we shall have been re
deemed from the power of sin, which is a process 
going on now from day to day; and we shall have 
been redeemed then, and not till then, from the very 
presence of sin. Until that day the Spirit of God is 
with us, sealing us securely for Himself, and indwell
ing us to supply the power we need in order to live 
and bear witness for our Lord. 

THE SPIRIT AS THE EARNEST 

The Pledge of Eternal Blessing (1:14) 

While we wait for that day when the Lord shall 
come to catch us up, the Holy Spirit is the earnest 
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of our inheritance. I understand that this word "earn
est" was an old English word used when a down-
payment was made on a sale. That payment was 
called "earnest-money." The seller got part of what 
was due to him then. So the Holy Spirit even now 
furnishes us, so to speak, with a part of the eternal 
inheritance which is ours as sons and heirs of God, 
and as joint-heirs with Christ. We do not need to 
wait until we get to heaven to enjoy its beauties and 
glories, but even now the Holy Spirit reveals to our 
hearts the blessings of God's grace. We may enjoy 
something of heaven already, though as to our bodies 
we are still on earth. The Greek word translated 
"earnest" means a surety, or pledge. The idea is some
what as with an heir or heiress to an estate. While 
still under age, and under the control of a guardian, 
the inheritor does not have the full enjoyment of all 
his property, but usually receives a certain allowance. 
So the Christian is not yet in complete possession of 
all his riches in Christ, but the Holy Spirit as his 
guardian furnishes him with an allowance. And per
haps, when God sees that we are capable of using our 
riches in Christ aright, He will give us more. In every
day life, if an heir used his allowance only to squander 
it and spend it foolishly, he certainly would not be 
given a greater amount, and might even have his 
present allowance reduced. So with us in our spiritual 
life. The more fully we use our spiritual wealth for 
the glory of God, the more He will give us even now 
to spend. "To him that hath shall more be given." 
Here we are often limited, because we are such poor 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. By-and-by, in 
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the glory, we shall enter upon all the fabulous wealth 
that now belongs to us, through divine grace, we shall 
be shown the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. And the 
Spirit not only gives us our portion of the inheritance 
as we are able to use it, but He Himself makes it 
real to us; He takes the things of Christ and shows 
them unto us. 

PAUL'S PRAYER FOR WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE 
(1:15-23) 

Having given us a brief, but comprehensive view 
of God's purposes of grace, Paul prays in the remain
ing verses of this chapter that the saints may know 
and enter into all this. He had heard of the Ephesians' 
faith in the Lord Jesus and their love to all the saints, 
and thus he could thank God for them, making men
tion of them in his prayers. They were apparently in 
a condition of soul to really appreciate and get a 
blessing from the great things he had been revealing 
to them, and therefore he prays for them to that end. 
We should constantly challenge our own hearts, that 
we too may value these surpassing revelations of God's 
mind and heart. Paul addresses his prayer to the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, while in chapter 3 he prays 
to the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. In this prayer 
the special theme is in regard to "knowledge"; in 
chapter 3, it is "love". That is why prayer is addressed 
to the Father in chapter 3 and to God in this one. 
Paul's prayer craving knowledge for the Ephesians 
comes first; then his prayer for love is found in chap
ter 3. Everything in the life of the Christian is based 
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on a right apprehension of the Word and ways of 
God, therefore knowledge comes first. True love to 
Christ flows from a knowledge of God and His grace. 
The word "knowledge" here in the Greek is the word 
epignosis, meaning "full knowledge." The Apostle 
Paul uses the same word several times in Colossians. 
He is there writing in view of the danger of saints 
being led away by philosophy and vain deceit. There 
was a society known as the "Gnostics" at Colosse, who 
boasted of what they "knew", which is the meaning 
of the word "gnostic". Ah, says Paul, we Christians 
have even more than mere knowledge; we are blest 
with full knowledge, advanced knowledge, or, as it 
might be called, super-knowledge. The highest knowl
edge of all is found in God's precious Word, and is 
revealed in Christ. "In Him are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge," now revealed unto us by 
the Holy Spirit. And so Paul prays not only for the 
Ephesians, but undoubtedly for all Christians, that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give unto us the spirit of wisdom and revelation 
in the knowledge of Christ. It is not merely for wis
dom and revelation that He prays, but for the "spirit" 
of it. All these precious truths are found in the Word, 
but so many saints lack the energy and interest to 
make them their own. We may be sure that Satan 
never encourages a believer to seek to know more of 
God's mind and will. By learning more of God's ways 
and enjoying His love, the believer's character is 
molded and divine intelligence developed. And not 
merely is the desire expressed by the Apostle Paul for 
the increase in knowledge on the part of the Christian, 
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but for the full knowledge of "Him". It is important 
to notice that the apostle desires that they may in
crease in the knowledge of Him—of Christ. We are 
not to know the Word of God for the mere sake of 
knowing it, but rather to know Him. The ultimate 
purpose of all true Christian knowledge is to know 
Christ, to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Mere knowledge is apt 
to puff up, but the knowledge of" Christ is bound to 
humble one. Mere knowledge may simply become 
head knowledge, but for the knowledge of Christ the 
heart must be enlightened. We go on to learn this 
now for Paul prays in verse 18 that the eyes of our 
understanding may be enlightened. The Greek word 
is "heart". So much depends on the heart being in all 
this, does it not? How often we have found that if 
the heart is not right, if the soul is not willing to be 
subject to God, that folks cannot see these precious 
truths. When the heart is right with God, then light 
usually breaks in very readily. 

THREE GREAT THINGS (1:18,19) 

Paul prays for an enlightened heart for these Chris
tians in order that they "may know what is the hope 
of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding 
greatness of His power to usward who believe." It is 
all about Him that Paul would have us know. It is 
our blessed Lord who calls us by His grace. Three 
great things are mentioned here: 

"The hope of His calling." 
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"The riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints." 

"The exceeding greatness of His power." 
What is the hope of His calling? I suppose it means 

the prospect to which our Lord Jesus looks forward 
to have us with Himself throughout all eternity. He 
called us from the glory in order to have us with 
Himself in the glory forever. And we too look for
ward to that happy day when we shall be with Him
self. And we ourselves are His inheritance. As Israel 
of old was called His inheritance in the Old Testa
ment, as also the heathen who are to be saved for 
the renewed earth (see Ps. 2:8), so the Church is 
His heavenly inheritance. We are the portion which 
the Father has given to the Son to be for His joy and 
pleasure forever. That is why God bestows upon us 
such grace upon grace, such matchless glory, so that 
His beloved Son may truly delight in us. We shall be 
to the praise of the glory of His grace. And since that 
is our destiny, our blessed Lord looks after us with 
jealous care. Paul speaks of the exceeding greatness of 
His power to usward who believe. The same mighty 
power that was wrought in Christ when God raised 
Him from the dead and set Him at His own right 
hand in the heavenly places, is the same mighty power 
that guides, protects, and leads the Church through 
this world of sin. That same power will eventually do 
for us what it did for Him. It will set us also far 
above all principality and power at the right hand of 
God. What that power has done for the Head, it will 
do for the Body of Christ. At present the Head of the 
Church is there, and the members are here on earth; 
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but some day His mighty power will take us up, unite 
us to Himself, and then we shall be complete in Him. 

THE TWO HEADSHIPS OF CHRIST (1:22,23) 

Verse 22 presents Christ as having a twofold head
ship. All things are under His feet, and He is also 
the Head over all things to the Church. Heb. 2:8, 
quoting from Ps. 8, shows that this expression, "all 
things under His feet," sets forth the truth that the 
Lord Jesus Christ will reign supreme over the whole 
universe of God. It places Him before our vision in 
His universal title as Son of Man, as Lord of all. But 
He is also the Head of the Church, which is His 
Body. This latter headship presents the Lord's inti
mate relationship to the Church, of which He is the 
vital Head, with which the Body, the Church, is in
separably connected, and from whom it draws its life 
and blessing. Christ's place as Head over all creation 
is wider and less intimate. As Head of creation, with 
all things under His feet, He is Lord of all. He is 
not part of the universe, He reigns over it. But as 
Head of the Church, He is part of it. In these verses, 
22, 23, we have the first mention of the Church, or the 
assembly, which occupies so large a place in this 
Epistle. We shall look at it more in detail when we 
come to the unveiling of this wondrous truth in the 
following chapters. We are told here that when Christ 
rose from the dead, God put all things under His 
feet, and made Him the Head over all things to the 
Church, which is His Body, the fulness of Him that 
filleth all in all. 
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Our Lord took seven steps downward from the 
throne of God down to death, even the death of the 
cross. These are presented in the second chapter of 
Philippians. Here in the first chapter of Ephesians, 
in verses 20-23, there is a suggestion of seven great 
steps upward, from the cross back to the throne of 
God. 

1. He rose from the dead—ver. 20. 

2. He is seated at God's right hand in heaven— 
ver. 20. 

3. Far above all principality and power and miftht 
•—ver. 21. 

4. A name above every name—ver. 21. 

5. God has put all things under His feet-—ver. 22. 

6. He is the Head over all things—ver. 22. 

7. He is the Head of the Church—ver. 22, 23. 

Verse 23 brings to us the astounding truth that He 
who fills all in all, yet needs the Church to be com
plete. For the Church is His Body, the fulness of Him 
that filleth all in all. It is not good for the man to be 
alone, so our God saw fit that Christ should have a 
Bride not only to share His glory, but to add to it. 
She is the fulness, or complement, of Him who fills 
all things. As a Bride is needed for a Bridegroom, or 
as a body is needed for a head, so the Church, in God's 
counsels of supreme wisdom, is needed to complete 
the Lord Jesus Christ, so that God may be displayed 
in all His perfection. What marvels are here! Humbly 
we stand in His presence, and bid Him teach us a 
little of what all this means. Of His fulness have we 
received, and grace upon grace. 



CHAPTER TWO 

MAN'S HELPLESS AND HOPELESS CONDITION (2:1-3) 

We have mentioned that the number three is 
stamped on this Epistle, and this is clearly seen in the 
opening verses of the second chapter. There are at 
least four sets of triplets in the first seven verses. Two 
of them speak of man's sad condition by nature and 
practice under the domination of sin and Satan; the 
other two tell of God's wonderful grace that far ex
ceeds man's abounding sin, for "where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound." These four sets of 
three are divided by those two sweet words "But 
God", found at the opening of verse 4. It is both 
stirring and profitable to look up those two words so 
often found in the New Testament. They present the 
happy contrast between man's hopeless condition and 
God's great power and mercy. Man is a poor sinner, 
lost and undone; but God, praise His holy Name, is 
the God of all grace and power, and has poured out 
the fulness of His heart upon every poor sinner. 

THREE SOLEMN THINGS TRUE OF EVERY SINNER 

1. Dead in trespasses and sins. 

2. Disobedient children, or sons. 

3. Deserving of wrath—by nature the children of 
wrath. 

39 
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What a striking, graphic description of the sinner 
is this term "dead" in trespasses and sins! Scripture 
uses many metaphors to describe man's sinful state, 
such as blindness, deafness, fever, paralysis, leprosy, 
etc., but not one more forceful in meaning than this 
one of being dead in sins. Men can think of the pos
sibility of curing blindness, lameness, and so on, but 
death is the end of all human resources and hopes. 
Thus there is no hope whatsoever for one who is 
dead in sins, unless God come in. He alone can raise 
the dead. This term describes man's hopeless condi
tion, so far as he himself is concerned. A dead man 
cannot do anything, the possibility of human effort 
to save oneself is gone when death has come; thus a 
dead sinner is totally helpless. But death is not be
yond the power of God. Our Lord raised the dead, 
and made the declaration in John 5:25 that, "The 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall 
live." Yes, the voice of Christ is so powerful that it 
penetrates into the deaf and dead ears of sinful man 
and quickens him to life eternal. "You hath He quick
ened who were dead in trespasses and sins." 

Again, the term "dead in sins" levels all men and 
puts them on the same plane before God. The great 
and the small, the rich and the poor, the learned and 
the ignorant, the moral and the immoral, are all alike 
once they are dead. When we say a man is dead, we 
are not saying anything about his character, or quali
fications, or position. Even so, in speaking of the sin
ner as being dead in sins, the Word of God thus 
levels all men. God is no Respecter of persons, and 
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it is a question of salvation, it makes absolutely no 
difference who or what a man is. In regard to that 
momentous transaction there is no difference, for all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
Spiritual death levels all men in God's sight. What a 
dead sinner needs is life. And God is the Giver of 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The figure of man dead in sins also indicates his 
indifference to God's Word. How marked is that at
titude todayl The vast majority of men are utterly 
indifferent to anything God has to say. They almost 
seem to think that one is a little off the beam when 
pressing the claims of God upon them. This but 
proves that the sinner is indeed spiritually dead. A 
dead man does not respond. You may say anything 
you please to a dead man, no matter how mean it 
may be, and he will not wink an eyelash. You may 
try to cheer him up, but he will never respond with 
a smile. He does not care what you say or do. So with 
the sinner. Thunder the mighty judgment of God at 
him, and man today remains unmoved; speak tenderly 
of the deep love of God and the wonder of the sacri
fice of Christ, and the response is still nil. It is so 
often as with the wicked in the day of our Lord. You 
remember that He said that John the Baptist had 
mourned to them, and they had not wept, while the 
Lord Himself had piped to them and they had not 
danced. Neither the thunders of judgment nor the 
sweet strains of the gospel had moved them. They 
were dead in their trespasses and sins. 

But, though dead in sins, the second verse goes on 
to tell us that they "walked." They were sons of dis-
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obedience by character. They walked, for this death 
is a spiritual death, not a physical one. The unbeliever 
may not understand the apparent contradiction of a 
man being dead and yet walking at the same time, 
but spiritually it is, alas, too true. In Luke 15 the 
father's exclamation at the return of his lost son ex
plains to us what this being dead in sins means: "This 
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and 
is found." We well know that the prodigal son was 
not physically dead while in the far country, or physi
cally made alive when he returned home. The mean
ing of the words is not explained, but the story illus
trates that meaning. The prodigal was dead because 
he was away from home, out of touch and out of 
communion with the father. It is just this that con
stitutes the death in trespasses and sins of which our 
chapter speaks. Man is dead in sins, because he is com
pletely alienated from the life of God, having no 
touch with God whatsoever. Yet at the same time he 
is very much alive physically, going his own way, and 
walking in sin and disobedience to God. Man is char
acterized by disobedience, for he is not merely called 
a disobedient son, but a "son of disobedience." That 
disobedience is engendered and encouraged by the 
devil, the prince of the power of the air. He is the 
evil spirit that now works in the sons of disobedience. 
Satan himself became a rebel against God, and when 
man was placed upon the earth he stirred him up to 
also walk in self-will. And ever since the sinner might 
be designated as the son of disobedience. 

Thirdly, the sinner is said to be a child of wrath, 
by nature. That sinful nature is received by birth 
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from our parents. God made Adam in His own image 
and likeness. But after Adam sinned we read that he 
begat a son in his own likeness, after his image. Thus 
everyone of us is by nature like his parents, with that 
inborn, tendency to do evil. As we grow up we prac
tise the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the desires of the 
flesh and of the mind, thus proving that by nature 
we are the children of wrath even as others. No one 
is responsible for having a sinful nature, for we re
ceive it at our natural birth. But a sinner is respon
sible for remaining a sinner, for God has made pro
vision to save us, He not only gives the dead sinner 
life, but also makes us partakers of His divine na
ture. So that now we are no longer children of wrath, 
but children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

Thus in these three statements we have the sin
ner's history presented from his birth to his death, 
from a spiritual point of view, and in the reverse 
order. The sinner has a sinful nature which he re
ceives at birth, thus calling our attention to the past 
(ver. 3) ; he walks in disobedience, thus telling us of 
the present (ver. 2) ; and he is said to be dead in 
sins, telling us of the hopeless end (ver. 1). 

THREE GREAT EVIL POWERS THAT CONTROL 
THE SINNER (2:2,3) 

The second set of three things is presented in 
verses 2 and 3 of our chapter. The sinner is said to 
walk according to: 

The course of this world the world (ver. 2) 

The prince of the power of the air..the devil (ver. 2) 

The lusts of the flesh the flesh (ver. 3) 
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Here we have the three great antagonistic forces 
so often found together in our Bible—the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. They are great active agents oper
ating in the sinful life of man. The world is around 
us, as it were; the flesh within us; and the devil above 
us (in the air) . 

The sinner is said to walk according to the course 
of this world. What is the world? Well, the very 
word itself means "orderly arrangement," and so 
"adornment," or "beauty." The ladies use cosmetics, 
beauty-aids, a word that comes from the Greek word 
cosmos—"world." The world presents that which has 
to do with material things. It is everything found in 
music, arts, sciences, and in nature. It presents every
thing that is attractive and lovely. But men forget 
that this world is stained with the blood of the Son 
of God. It is a world that has shut God out—a very 
attractive world no doubt, but a world without God. 
And I should judge that walking according to the 
course of this world, as in our text, means a life 
lived in the pursuit and enjoyment of the beauties 
and attractions of nature, and in education, inven
tion, art, etc., yet leaving God out. "For all that is 
in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father but 
is of the world." One who walks according to the 
course of this world would probably be considered by 
the world that loves its own a model, upright, lovely 
personality. But, alas, by that very natural amiability, 
it may be, perhaps, only the further from God. I 
believe that walking according to the course of the 
world presents the sinner from the fairest point of 
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view, but still a sinner. Moral, upright, intelligent, 
refined, and educated, but without a saving knowl
edge of Christ. 

"According to the prince of the power of the air." 
Yes, Satan is ever on the alert to ensnare souls. He is 
not a red devil with a pitchfork and horns and hoofs; 
the Bible tells us he has transformed himself into 
an angel of light, and his ministers are ministers of 
righteousness. The one feature that marks him is 
disobedience. Pride was the condemnation of the devil. 
And alas, how well Satan has succeeded in infusing 
that same spirit of self-will, disobedience, and pride 
into man. Oftentimes when speaking to people who 
in the ordinary things of life personify politeness and 
courtesy, one finds a spirit of the deepest contempt 
and rudeness when the claims of the Man of Calvary 
are advanced. Often under the lowliest exterior one 
will find the most blatant spirit of pride, the moment 
the story of man's guilt and the salvation offered 
through Christ's precious blood is presented. With 
sneers you will be told that salvation by blood is a 
slaughterhouse religion, a butcher's doctrine, not to be 
mentioned in polite society. Man's greatest curse is 
pride. The gospel of God bids the sinner to humble 
himself and come as a penitent to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. "God be merciful to me the sinner," is the 
formula if one would go down to one's house justified. 
Satan stirs the human heart to lift itself in pride 
against God. He told our great-grandmother away 
back in Eden if she only ate of the tree she would 
be like God, knowing good and evil. He told her that 
by climbing up she would reach that goal. God tells us 
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however that by coming down to the feet of the Lord 
Jesus Christ we shall be blessed and exalted. Yes, truly 
the Satanic spirit of pride marks man. 

And finally, man walks in the lusts of the flesh, ful
filling the desires of the flesh and of the mind. Here 
we find the grosser forms of sin. Not all sinners, by 
any means, live immoral lives. Satan does not encour
age it. He knows very well that the more upright a 
sinner is the less danger there is of his turning to God 
in repentance. The publicans and the harlots go into 
the kingdom of God before the moralists, and Satan 
knows that well. Nevertheless, millions of men indulge 
and delight in the practice of fleshly lusts. God alone 
knows the awful scourge of immorality in its many 
phases, becoming the more pronounced as we reach 
the end of the day of grace. These are the lusts of the 
flesh. But not only do we read here of the lusts of the 
flesh, but also of the lusts of the mind. The lusts of the 
mind, I think, refer rather to the spiritual licentious
ness, to the apostasy, of which the Word of God speaks 
so much. Jude mentions these in his short Epistle. 
These lusts are not especially in relation to physical 
defilement, but rather to spiritual—lusts of the mind. 
Man's mind wallows in spiritual filth, as the apostate 
religionists makes a mockery of grace, and denies all 
that God says about Himself in the revelation of His 
Son Jesus Christ. Lusts of the mind are the special 
sin of the apostates who deny the truth of God. They 
refuse to own the Lord Jesus as the Son of God, and 
substitute their own vile and evil thoughts for God's 
revelation of wisdom and love. 
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Such is manl Dead, disobedient, under God's wrath, 
outwardly attractive oftentimes, but proud, and self-
willed, many sinners living in moral filth, many others 
wallowing in spiritual evil. How sad and dark a pic
ture! Proud man refuses God's description of himself 
with absolute contempt. But God gives it, and let God 
be true and every man a liar. If we had only the de
scription of what man is like, it would be a sad story 
indeed, but we have more. Listen: 

THREE GREAT DIVINE QUALITIES (2:4,5) 

"But God." If man's condition is told out under 
sets of three things, so is the marvelous grace of God. 
God is: 

Rich in mercy (ver. 4 ) . 

Great in love (ver. 4) . 

By grace are ye saved (ver. 5) . 

Mercy, love, and gracel What a wonderful triad! 
They are God's provision to meet man's deep need. 
God is rich in mercy, the very thing that a guilty sin
ner needs. No matter how wicked a man may have 
been, the moment he turns to God in humility he 
will find mercy at His hands. The cry for mercy is a 
cry our gracious God never fails to heed. Mercy is for 
the needy and the guilty, and man surely is both. 

But even more wonderful is the fact that He loves 
us. Truly His love is great. There is quite a distinction 
between mercy and love. God not only shows men 
mercy, but He loves. I have often used the homely 
illustration following, to point out the difference be
tween the two. A couple of years ago, while I was 
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away from home, a disreputable tramp came to the 
back door of our home and asked for some money. 
My wife told him that she could not give him any 
money, but she would be glad to fix him a lunch, so 
rather ungraciously he replied he would take that 
then. She prepared it for him and handed it out to 
him through the screen-door, quickly fastening the 
door again, for she was afraid of him and his looks. 
She showed mercy to the tramp, but, believe it or not, 
she did not love him. When I come home, she does 
not shove a lunch out at me and then hook the screen-
door again. Oh, no; she lets me in, and serves me 
very liberally; she loves me. I don't know exactly 
why she should love me, but she does anyway. Neither 
do I know why God should love me, but, praise His 
holy Name, He does. Mercy considers the sinner's need 
and guilt, while love considers him. Oh, the wonder 
that God should love us with such great love! 

"Oh, how marvelous, oh, how wonderful, 
Is my Saviour's love to me." 

Philosophers tell us that love is composed of two 
chief elements: "Desire and delight." If you love a 
certain person, you desire to have that one as your 
own. Even so God loved us and wanted us for His 
own. And in order to have us, He had to purchase 
us. It costs something in order to make that which 
we love our own. Even in this life it costs a 
young man the price of the marriage license, two 
dollars or so, to make his bride his own. And of course 
he will be paying for her ever after. Our gracious 
God purchased us too. The Lord Jesus loved the 
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Church and gave Himself for it. He did not buy us 
with gold or silver, but with His own precious blood. 
He gave Himself. Who can ever know or tell what it 
cost the Lord Jesus to make us His? 

And the second element of love is "delight." That 
is, if one really loves someone, he will find his delight 
in him or her. True love is proven by whether you 
cling to the one you love. The many divorces in the 
world today but prove that there was no real love in 
most cases, or otherwise they would not be so ready 
to separate again. But our blessed Lord not only de
sired to have us for Himself, and thus He bought us 
with His precious blood, but He will never let us go. 
He finds His delight in us. He tells us that nothing 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Our love to Him may grow 
cold, and often does; we may neglect Him and walk 
in disobedience, but, praise His holy Name, He will 
never love us less, nor can He love us more. His love 
is unchangeable. 

Our third word is "grace." Grace is the love of God 
in operation. How the Apostle Paul revels in this great 
word and thought! By grace are we saved, from all the 
awful judgment we so richly deserve, and for all the 
marvelous riches of divine blessing which we do not 
deserve. What security it gives to know that we are 
saved by grace! For if it is grace that picked us up, 
then it is quite clear that God will never let us down. 
We were saved when we were utterly undeserving, so 
our deserts cannot affect our future security and bless
ing. Grace is truly "the sweetest sound that ever 
reached our ears." I understand that the Greek form 
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here used for "ye are saved"—este sesosmenoi—has the 
idea not only that we have been saved at sometime, 
but that this salvation continues in the present. Our 
Lord not only saved us from our sins, but our salva
tion is secured from day to day, and will be completed 
in the end. "He is able to save to the uttermost all 
that come unto God by Him." 

THREE GREAT BLESSINGS THAT ARE OURS IN UNION 
WITH CHRIST (2:5-7) 

We meet with another "three" in verses 5-7. 
God has quickened us together with Christ (ver. 5) . 
He hath made us sit together in heavenly places 

in Christ (ver. 6) . . 

In the ages to come He will show the exceeding 
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through 
Christ Jesus (ver. 7). 

Here are three wonderful facts relating to the past, 
the present, and the future. As to the past, God has 
given us life together with Christ. Once our Lord was 
dead. He died for our sins, according to the Scriptures. 
But we do not have a dead, but a living Saviour. God 
raised Him from the dead, He lives forevermore. And 
we have been given life with Him. "Because I live," 
said He, "ye shall live also." Our life is indissolubly 
linked with His. We live because He lives. Therefore 
He would have to perish ere we could perish. How 
secure this makes us! Truly He has given to His sheep 
eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of His hand. It is with us as 
with the man who fled to the city of refuge in Israel's 
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day, and was safe as long as the High-priest lived. So 
we believers are safe as long as our High-priest lives; 
and inasmuch as our Lord lives forever, therefore we 
are assured of eternal life. He has given us life, to
gether with Christ. 

As to the present, He has raised us up together with 
Him, and has made us sit down together in the heav
enly places in Christ. Verse 5 indicates that the be
liever has received life with Christ, in the closest pos
sible association with Him. What is true of Christ is 
actually true of the Christian, for every Christian 
does have eternal life right now as a present possession. 
But when it speaks of our being seated in the heaven-
lies, it is in Christ, for while we actually do have eter
nal life right now, we are not actuary seated in the 
heavenlies, but rather as represented in Christ. There 
is a difference in the expressions in the Greek Testa
ment in the fifth and sixth verses here. In verse 6 the 
preposition "in" (in Greek en) is used in connection 
with our being seated in Christ. I believe the meaning 
of this is in this verse that we are now seated in Christ 
representatively, as some day we shall in reality sit 
with Him upon His throne and reign with Him. That 
future glory is already suggested in our being seated in 
Christ now in the heavenlies. We are to enjoy the 
wonder of it now as we lay hold of it by faith. God 
would have us dwell even now in the heavenlies by 
faith. 

As to the future, in the ages to come, throughout 
eternity, God will show the exceeding riches of His 
grace in kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 
What a sweet thought is embodied in this word "kind-
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ness." It is a quality we admire so much when we see 
it in others. It is seldom found in the great, but our 
great eternal God delights to show His great kindness 
to us by revealing to our wondering vision the vast 
riches of His grace. What marvels await us! The in
timation is that God can never exhaust those eternal 
resources of His grace. Eternally there will be fresh un-
veilings of His wondrous love. God never repeats 
Himself down here, for no two things that God makes 
are ever exactly alike, so they tell us. So I take it that 
in the ages of the ages there will always be fresh un-
foldings of His marvelous grace through Christ Jesus. 
Someone has said that when the devil unrolled before 
the eyes of the Lord Jesus, in the temptation in the 
wilderness, all the kingdoms of this world and their 
glory, that he did so in a moment of time. It took 
Satan only one moment to show all the glory of this 
world, but our God cannot show forth the riches of 
His grace so quickly. In fact He will never show them 
fully, for the revelation of them will go on through
out the ages to come. How vast those riches must be! 
How it thrills the heart to look forward to that glori
ous day! And above all that, we shall see Him, who 
loved us and gave Himself for us! 

It is interesting to notice the interchange of the 
personal pronouns "ye," "we," and "us" in this Epistle. 
The apostle is writing to the Gentiles and addresses 
them by the pronoun "ye." But he changes frequently 
to the pronouns "we" and "us," by so doing sometimes 
including Jew and Gentile; sometimes speaking of the 
Jews in distinction from the Gentiles. For instance, 
in verse a, Paul states that the Gentiles walked ac-
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cording to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air; but in the next verse 
he shows that not only did the Gentiles walk in the 
lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and 
of the mind, but so did the Jews themselves, for he 
changes to the pronoun "we." Though Israel had been 
given God's holy law to keep, it did not prevent their 
sinking into gross sin and lust, any more than others 
who were not equally favored. Many talk today of 
keeping the law, but Paul shows that the law does 
not keep anyone from sinning. For we too, he says, 
"were by nature the children of wrath, even as others." 
The "others" he mentions are the Gentiles. It is the 
nature that is responsible for the production of the 
sinful actions, and by nature, Jew and Gentile alike 
are children of wrath. God had to say of Israel in the 
Old Testament that at certain times they did even 
worse in His sight than the heathen round about them. 
All men alike, whether Jews or Gentiles, thus fall 
under condemnation. And because man has a sinful 
nature he sins, whether he is under the law or not. 

So again, in verses 5, 6, Paul says that we (probably 
including Jews and Gentiles) were dead in sins, and 
have been given life together with Christ, and have 
been raised up together, and made to sit together in 
the heavenlies in Christ. The "together" probably in
cludes the thought of Jew and Gentile both brought 
into blessing in and through Christ. Now in verse 8, 
the apostle goes back to the use of "ye," in that well-
known and beautiful passage: "For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; not of works lest any man should 
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boast." Ye Gentiles, every one of you, if you are saved 
it is entirely by grace, through faith in Christ. It is 
not of (Greek, out of) yourselves, it is the gift of God. 
Certainly it is not of works, for then the sinner could 
boast that he had done something to earn this salva
tion. It is not earned, but given as God's gift, and 
faith merely receives the gift. 

When Paul says, "By grace are ye saved," he is go
ing back to the opening verses of this second chapter. 
The end of the first chapter had told of the •wonder
ful place in Christ given to those who believe. Then 
Paul says in the first verses of chapter 2 that it is 
"you who were dead in trespasses and sins," "you who 
walked after the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air;" yes, it is such as you 
who lived in sin and rebellion that God saves. And 
saves, as he now states in ver. 8, solely on the basis of 
grace, pure grace. It is not because of anything that 
you have done or earned; it is the free gift of a God of 
mercy and of love. 

THREE CONTRASTS (2:8,9) 

Grace vs. Law. 

Faith vs. Works. 

Wages vs. Gift. 

The Gentiles never were under law, as the Jews 
were. Both are saved entirely on the principle of grace 
through faith. And this blessing is the gift of God, and 
not something that man earns. Under the law the Jew 
sought to earn salvation by his good works, but found 
that all he earned was death, for he broke the law, 
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and sinned against God, and the wages of sin is death. 
In brightest contrast, the gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. The truth set forth 
here in Eph. 2:8,9 is found in many other places 
in Paul's writings. We find it. in Rom. 4:14-16: 
"For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is 
made void and the promise made of none effect: be
cause the law worketh wrath, for where no law is, 
there is no transgression. Therefore, it is of faith that 
it might be by grace." Again in Rom. 3:26-30: "To 
declare, I say, at this time His righteousness: that He 
might be just and the Justifier of him which believeth 
in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By 
what law? Of works? Nay; but by the law of faith. 
Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the law. Is He the God of the 
Jews only, is He not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the 
Gentiles also; seeing it is one God which shall justify 
the circumcision by faith and uncircumcision through 
faith." So Gal. 3:23-25: "But before faith came 
we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith 
which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the 
law was our schoolmaster unto Christ that we might 
be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we 
are no longer under a schoolmaster." A careful reading 
and consideration of these passages will show that they 
are not talking specially about anyone's individual 
faith, but about faith as a principle that did not exist 
as a principle at one time, but now does. In the Old 
Testament God dealt with Israel on the general basis 
and principle of law; Gal. 3 says this was before faith 
came. This does not mean that there were not many 
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even in that day who did not have faith in God, but it 
does mean that God operated in Israel on the prin
ciple of law and works, and not on the principle of 
grace and faith. The Jew was trying to save himself by 
his own doings, and God let him try, to prove that he 
could not do it. Then Christ came and died, taking 
our sins upon Himself, and bearing God's judgment 
for them. So now God deals with men on the principle 
of faith alone. That is the very truth we find in our 
chapter here in verse 8. And thus, as Rom. 3:27 
states, boasting is excluded. If a man could have saved 
himself, as the law gave man a chance to try to do, 
then, of course, he would have boasted and taken the 
credit for it to himself. But by works man only proved 
himself a sinner, lost and undone, and now God offers 
salvation entirely on the basis of divine grace, to be 
received by men as God's gift in simple faith. And so, 
as verse 9 of our chapter reads, "It is not of works, 
lest any man should boast." Faith in God excludes 
boasting, for it offers every blessing to be received as 
God's gift. We can only boast in Him, in the cross of 
Christ. To God be the glory! 

CHRISTIANS ARE GOD'S NEW CREATIONS 
(2:10; 2 Cor. 5:17) 

In verse 10 Paul changes again to the "We." In 
verses 8 and 9 he has been specially addressing the 
Gentiles, telling them they are saved alone by grace 
through faith. This of course is true of saved Jews as 
well, so here he sums it all up by saying that not only 
the Gentiles but we all, Jew and Gentile, are God's 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
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which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them. Instead of our works bringing us into 
blessing, it is His work. We are His workmanship. 
He, who once called creation into existence by His 
word, for all things were created by Him, is presented 
now as the Author of the "new creation". As then He 
said that everything was very good, so when He laid 
the basis for the new creation in His precious death on 
Calvary, He cried, "It is finished." The word "fin
ished" means more than just that the work was done; 
it means that it is complete, perfect. Our Lord is the 
Author of the old and the new creation. The first 
time He only had to speak, and things stood fast; the 
second time He must needs go to the cross and be 
made sin for us, He who knew no sin, ere the new 
creation could be brought into being. It is beautiful 
to notice in Scripture that when it speaks of the crea
tion in Genesis 1, the material creation, it always says 
that all things were created by Him, but when it 
speaks of the new creation it is always in Him. We are 
created in Christ Jesus; 2 Cor. 5:17 states that if any 
man be in Christ he is a new creation. Our Lord made 
the first creation, but He Himself was no part of it; 
it was made by Him. But He is part of His new 
creation; it is in Him. We are members of His Body, 
of His flesh and of His bones. We are united to Him 
and with Him in bonds that make us one. 

CREATED UNTO GOOD WORKS (2:10) 

Thus we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus. This wondrous place and blessing is not given 
to us to be hoarded, for we are created "unto good 



5« GODS NEW CREATIONS 

works," which God has before ordained that we should 
walk in them. Good works to be produced by us were 
included in the divine foreordination. The thought 
is that there cannot be any good works on the part of 
a human being until he has been created anew in 
Christ. Only those who have divine life can produce 
that which is considered good in the sight of God. 
That is why it says of the sinner in Rom. 3:12 that 
"there is none that doeth good." There are no doubt 
many works done by men which they themselves and 
others consider good, but with God there are no good 
works until the soul is saved. No matter how amiable 
or upright a sinner may be in the eyes of men, he 
cannot produce anything that meets God's standard 
until he has divine life. The works of the unsaved 
soul are called "dead works" in Scripture (probably 
meaning the works done by one who seeks to please 
God through living an upright life, but one who is 
unsaved). And there are "wicked works" (the evil 
things the sinner practises as outlined in verses 2 and 
3 of this chapter). The one pictures the works of the 
moral and religious sinner; the other those of the 
immoral, wicked sinner. In neither case are the works 
"good" works. Good works are only produced by those 
who are saved, who have been created anew in Christ 
Jesus. Christians are often exhorted in Scripture to 
produce these good works. In Titus 2:14 we are said 
to have been redeemed from all iniquity, and purified 
unto Him a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
In 2 Tim. 3:17 the Christian is educated spiritually, 
in order that he might be thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works, while in I Tim. 6:18 Christians are 
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exhorted to be "rich in good works." Perhaps one of 
the most striking passages in connection with this sub
ject of good works to be produced by the believer is 
found in Matt. 5:16. We read: "Let your light so shine 
before men that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in Heaven." When sinners 
do good works the usual result is that they themselves 
are glorified in so doing. People around praise them 
for their charity, their morality, and so on. But the 
Christian is so to live that his Father in heaven shall 
be glorified. And to this end, we are told, he is to let 
his light shine, so that in the light of that light his 
works will be seen in their true character—to be truly 
Christian works. The "light" no doubt refers to the 
Christ-like life the Christian is to live. If the 
Christian lives, not merely a moral life (many of the 
worst enemies of God live moral lives) , but a Christ
like life, his good works in the light of such a life will 
be seen to be the fruit of the life of Christ within, and 
thus the Lord shall receive the glory instead of the 
believer. For after all, we are here to glorify Him. If 
we do good works because by matchless grace God has 
saved us, and given us this divine life, then the praise 
for those works should be rightfully His. 

The expression, "walking in" good works, suggests 
that our whole life should be characterized by them. 
And these evidences of life are not limited to the usual 
conception which men have of good works, such as 
visiting the sick, giving of our money, social welfare 
work, etc., they rather speak, while not excluding the 
things just mentioned, of the work of the Lord in 
connection with our testimony for Christ, the work of 
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the gospel, the ministry of the Word among the saints, 
and everything in connection with the spiritual inter
ests intrusted to our care. The good works the Chris
tian produces are to be in the spiritual, as well as in 
the material realm. And they are wrought, not in order 
to earn a title to salvation, but because we already are 
His, by divine grace. The new creation comes first; 
then the good works. First we are given new life; then 
we are urged to walk in this newness of life. 

DESCRIPTION OF GENTILES IN TIME PAST AND NOW 
(2:11,13) 

In verse i1 Paul definitely tells us whom he means 
by the "ye." He bids the Gentiles to "remember that 
in time past they were Gentiles in the flesh, who are 
called the uncircumcision by that which is called the 
Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; that at that 
time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the coven
ants of promise, having no hope and without God in 
the world." The Gentiles at one time were without 
Christ, without hope and without God. God had given 
to Israel, as we read in Rom. 9:4: "The adoption, the 
glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service 
of God and the promises." He had given them the 
sign of circumcision, a token of the covenant made 
between God and them (Gen. 17:11). Israel in that 
"past time" was God's chosen people, favored and 
blessed with the revelation of the one true God, and 
given the only religion ever given in the world. The 
Gentiles were outside of all this; they were heathen. 
They did not belong to the commonwealth of Israel, 
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and were strangers to the promises of God, as re
vealed to Israel in their Old Testament Scriptures. 
"But now," says the Apostle, "in Christ Jesus ye who 
at one time were afar off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ." The death of Christ has brought the 
Gentiles near to God as well, for Christ died not 
for the Jews only, but for sinners, for all men. As 
long as the blood of animals flowed the Gentiles 
were at a distance, but when the blood of Christ had 
been shed as the one all-sufficient Sacrifice for sin, 
then the Gentiles were brought nigh. 

JEW AND GENTILE RECONCILED AND UNITED 

INTO ONE BODY (2:14-17) 

Again the apostle changes from the "ye" to the 
"we," and adds: "For He is our peace, who hath made 
both one (both Jew and Gentile), and hath broken 
down the middle wall of partition between us, hav
ing abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law 
of commandments contained in ordinances, for to 
make in Himself of twain one new man, so making 
peace." We read here of a wall of partition between 
Jew and Gentile. In the temple courts there was a 
literal partition wall that divided the court of the 
Gentiles from the court where the Jew alone was 
permitted to come, and this wall had an inscription 
on it forbidding a Gentile from going any further. 
This literal partition illustrates the wall here men
tioned. Here it is called (ver. 15) "the law of com
mandments contained in ordinances." This is not sim
ply the law of Moses as such, in its entirety, but 
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rather speaks of the specific rules Moses gave con
cerning the drastic separation between Israel and the 
Gentile nations. Naturally this roused the ire of 
the Gentiles, who (like all men at any time) con
sidered themselves just as good as those Jews. Hence 
it is called here the "enmity," because it provoked 
just that between the Jew and the Gentile. The Jews 
were distinguished from the Gentiles by the special 
privileges summed up in vers, u , 12. Since they 
caused the Jew to be filled with pride, and at the 
same time offended the pride of the Gentiles, they 
became an occasion for the deep hostility that ex
isted between both of them. So deep was that feeling 
that later on, after the cross of Christ, the Jews re
sented the going out of the gospel to the Gentiles. 
Even a Simon Peter had to be educated by God 
Himself ere he was content to have the Gentile on 
the same plane with the Jew. Thus the enmity of 
ver. 15 does not speak of man's enmity towards God 
(though both Jew and Gentile in their sins were and 
are enemies of God), but rather of the enmity be
tween Jew and Gentile. In the next verse (ver. 16) 
we learn that both Jew and Gentile not only are 
reconciled to each other and united in one body by 
the cross, but they are both also (as alike sinners) 
reconciled to God. The Lord abolished (or annulled) 
this middle wall of partition, and thus, for those who 
turn to Christ as sinners and trust Him, the enmity 
is gone. In Christ's death the law's claims have been 
met and paid, and now divine grace goes out to all 
men alike, to both Jew and Gentile. Therefore He is 
our peace, for He has made out of Jew and Gentile 
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"one new man, so making peace." In the cross He laid 
the basis for the reconciliation of them both in one 
body, having slain the enmity. Man is thus not only 
reconciled to God through the precious death of 
Christ, but man is reconciled to man. All who trust 
in Christ are united and formed into this One Body, 
the Church, of which this Epistle has so much to 
say. Because of that work of Calvary the Lord Jesus, 
we are told, came and preached to the Gentiles who 
were afar off, and to the Jews who were nigh. Heb. 
2:3 tells us that this great salvation began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and that its wondrous message 
has been proclaimed ever since by His servants, to 
both Jew and Gentile. We learn three great and 
precious truths in verses 14 to 17: Christ is our Peace; 
He made peace; He preaches peace. 

FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT (2:18) 

Through Him we both—Jew and Gentile—have 
access by one Spirit unto the Father. In the Old 
Testament neither Jew nor Gentile had access to the 
Father. God was never known to the saints of that 
day under that sweet name of "Father," nor was the 
Holy Spirit then given. But subsequent to the 
precious death of Christ, the Holy Spirit came to 
earth to indwell the believer, and now each believer 
has the wondrous privilege to come at any time to the 
throne of grace. We now know God as our Father 
through Christ, and the Spirit gives us liberty to 
come into His presence at any time, with boldness. 
How lovely to see the Godhead in this eighteenth 
verse—Father, Son and Holy Spirit, all engaged to 
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welcome the once heathen Gentile and the once 
proud, religious, but nevertheless sinful Jew into the 
very presence of our Father, united in heart to each 
other, and reconciled to God. This eighteenth verse 
well deserves our meditation and our adoration. All 
glory to His name! 

FELLOW-CITIZENS AND FELLOW-MEMBERS OF THE 

FAMILY OF GOD (2:19) 

"Now therefore ye (Gentiles) are no more strangers 
and foreigners (as once we were), but fellow-citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God." This 
word "fellow-citizens" is from the same Greek word 
as "commonwealth" in verse 12. Once Israel alone 
were citizens (of an earthly commonwealth), but 
now by divine grace we all alike are fellow-citizens of 
that new and heavenly city and fellow-members of 
the family of God—not the earthly, but the heavenly 
family, into which one is born by faith in Christ. 
With all the saints everywhere we are citizens of that 
heavenly city which is our destiny and our home. We 
belong to the household, the family of the living God. 
Thus we have our place in that city which represents 
as it were our public life, living for Christ out in 
the world. And we are members of God's family, 
which speaks of our private life, as children in the 
Father's home. We have a responsibility to live for 
Him, as citizens have a responsibility to take care of 
public interests, etc., and we have the great privilege 
of enjoying the comforts of home, in the family of 
God. 
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THE CHURCH — AS A BUILDING — A TEMPLE — 
A HABITATION (2:20-22) 

"Ye are built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
corner stone." Here the Church is spoken of under 
the figure of a building. 1 Cor. 3:11 tells us that, 
"Other foundation can no man lay that that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ." The foundation was laid in 
Christ's death on the cross. Here in our chapter ref
erence is made to the preaching and the ministry of 
the gospel, whether in the oral ministry of the Word 
of God, or in the written ministry of the apostles and 
prophets, in the early days of Christianity. The apos
tles laid the foundation, followed by the ministry of 
prophets in the early days of the Church, when as yet 
we did not have the written New Testament Scrip
tures. The Word of God is now complete; nothing 
can be added to it. The foundation has been laid. 
The apostles and prophets laid the foundation, and 
thus there can be no apostles today, for they worked 
at the foundation, and now we are very nearly to the 
roof of the "building." Christ is the Cornerstone of 
this great spiritual building—the Church. As the cor
nerstone of a great edifice is that from which the 
whole building takes its measure and shape, so the 
Church is formed and reared all in accordance with 
who He is and what He has done. He gives char
acter to it all. The Church has been in process of 
construction from Pentecost until now. It is nearly 
complete, and when the last stone is added, so to 
speak, the Lord will come. 
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Verse 21 tells us that the building is growing unto 
an holy temple in the Lord. The Greek word, so I 
understand, does not give the idea as of a building that 
is finished, but in the process, the act of building. It 
is fitly framed together by the divine Architect, the 
Holy Ghost. This expression, "fitly framed together," 
is the same as that used in chapter 4:16, where it is 
translated, "fitly joined together." Both the building 
and the body, types of the Church, are divinely fitted 
together. The building has a solid foundation, laid 
deep in the bedrock of Calvary. The stones of the 
building are living stones, souls saved by God's match
less grace, and are built up a spiritual house. Thus 
the building has been growing during the centuries 
since the cross. It is not complete yet, but some day 
it will be. It grows into an holy temple in the Lord, 
in which His name is praised. And it shall be praised 
there, for we read that there is no literal temple as 
of old in the heavenly city. The Church is the temple 
there, in which Christ shall dwell, where God's holy 
Name shall be praised forever. For "unto Him shall 
be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end" (Chap. 3:21). Perhaps verse 
2i presents the thought that on the one hand the 
Church is growing through the ages, while the next 
verse gives the thought that now already God has 
His abode in that Church, while it exists here on 
earth, though not yet complete. Even now it is 
"builded together for an habitation of God through 
the Spirit." Today the Spirit indwells the Church, 
for as we are told in another connection, we—the 
Church—are the temple of God (1 Cor. 3:16), with 
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the Spirit indwelling that Church. And, because God 
by His Spirit indwells us, we ought to be holy, and 
all evil ought to be put away from the midst of His 
assembly. 

SUMMARY OF THE CONTRAST BETWEEN JEW AND 

GENTILE 

NOW UNITED TOGETHER IN CHRIST (2:11-22) 

There is a sharp contrast between the "time past" 
of ver. 11; and the "now" of ver. 13. 

In "time past," the Gentiles were: 

Without Christ (apart from, or separated from 
Christ). 

Without God (one word in Greek, atheoi—"un-
God-ers"—from which comes the word "atheist," 
"without God"). 

Having no hope (without any kind of hope). 

Once hated, uncircumcised, dogs of the Gentiles. 

Once separated from Christ. 

Aliens from the commonwealth of Israel. 

Strangers from the covenants of the promise (the 
word "alienated" is not used here, because the 
promise is of grace). 

Thus the Gentiles were indeed afar off, in contrast 
to the Jews who were "nigh." 

But now both are in Christ Jesus: 
Made nigh by blood, not just by position, as was 

Israel of old. 
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Made one (with ail beiievers, both Jew and Gen
tile) , because Christ is our Peace. 

No middle wall. 

No enmity. 

Created into one new man. 

Reconciled (to God and to one another). 

Access to the Father, by the Spirit. (It says "both" 
here, for even the Jew had no access to the 
Father until after the death of Christ.) 

Fellow-citizens (This too is new for the Jew, as 
well as for the Gentile). 

Of the household of God (the heavenly citizenship 
and heavenly family are new, both for Jew and 
Gentile). 



CHAPTER THREE 

THE DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD (3:1-12) 

The Church in Ephesians is set forth under three 
beautiful metaphors. 

The Body. 
The Building. 
The Bride. 

We read in the first chapter that Christ is the Head 
over all things to the Church, which is His Body. In 
the second chapter it is spoken of as a Building, and 
in the fifth chapter the relation of a bridegroom to 
his bride is employed as an illustration of the union 
of Christ and His Church. I would suggest that in a 
certain measure these three figures present the Church 
as in the past, the present and the future. For as a 
"Body" the Church was formed on the day of Pente
cost. It was absolutely complete then, the moment 
the Holy Spirit baptized those believers into that One 
Body. It was not as large then as it is today, or as it 
will be when the last soul has been added to it, 
but it was just as complete. All the members are 
there at birth, just as much as when the babe grows 
up into manhood or womanhood. [The only excep
tion are the teeth; they come along later on. From 
a physical point of view, I suppose one of the reasons 
for the absence of those members is that it would be 
rather awkward for a baby to be nursed by its mother 

69 
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if it had teeth, and it would be very painful for the 
mother. And from a spiritual angle, the Scripture 
suggests that a newborn soul needs to feed on the 
sincere milk of the Word, and therefore does not 
need any teeth as yet. But later on the believer must 
feed on strong meat, which the Bible defines as the 
ability to discern good and evil, the exercise of the 
spiritual senses in the study of the Word of God— 
see Heb. 5:13, 14]. At any rate, as the body is com
plete and perfect at birth, with all the members ac
counted for, though undeveloped, so was the Church 
at its birth at Pentecost. Therefore I take it that the 
figure of the "Body" thinks of the Church as God 
sees it, complete in Christ. When the Scripture speaks 
of souls being added to the Church, it does not think 
of the Church under the figure of a human body, for 
one does not add members to a body, as already said. 
When the body is in view, the thought, in my judg
ment, is more that of spiritual growth, rather than 
numerical growth. The next chapter of our Epistle 
deals with that truth. When the idea of numerical 
growth is in view, perhaps the "building" aspect is 
more the thought. The Church as a building is in 
process of construction. We add stones to the build
ing, if we follow the natural thought, not members 
to a body. 

Then of course, the Church as the Bride of Christ 
in a certain sense looks on to the future, for not till 
it is caught up to glory will the marriage of the 
Lamb take place. Thus the Church is seen in these 
three figures as formed on the day of Pentecost, 
growing up into spiritual manhood, and finally united 
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to Christ in that glorious future day, when the wed
ding takes place in heaven. 

Then from another point of view, I believe these 
three figures present three phases of Christian truth 
and life. According to chap. 4:16, the Body builds 
itself up, by each member contributing towards the 
spiritual welfare of the whole, just as in a human 
body each member performs certain functions for 
the strength and health and general welfare of the 
whole structure. Here therefore we have the thought 
of our assembly life, as the saints meet together for 
spiritual growth and development. This takes place 
in our gathering together for the study of the Word, 
for prayer, worship, etc. Therefore the body presents 
truth in relation to our Church life. 

The Church, under the figure of a building, might 
suggest the share we believers have in the formation 
of the Church as such. While God alone can save 
souls, and thus build the living stones into this 
spiritual structure, yet we Christians are saved that 
He might use us to the salvation of other precious 
souls. In that sense we do bring the stones to be put 
into the building, even as was done of old in the 
building of the Jewish temple. When we think of 
the Church under the figure of a human body, we 
realize, as previously mentioned, that the making of 
a living body is God's work alone, while men can 
and do build buildings. So the Church as a building 
may indicate the work we Christians are engaged in, 
seeking the blessing and salvation of men. The foun
dation for that building is laid in the work our blessed 
Lord accomplished on the cross, and the building is 
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growing unto an holy temple in the Lord. Of course 
these various figures more or less intertwine in Scrip
ture, but for the sake of distinguishing between them, 
I suggest the above mentioned difference between the 
Church as a Body and as a Building. 

And the sweet figure of the Church as the Bride 
of Christ evidently presents the Church in its private 
life, for the love of a bridegroom for his bride, of 
course, is very close, and exists between the two alone. 
It speaks of the intimate fellowship and union be
tween the believer and his Lord. Thus: 

The Body, building up each other in the truth, 
growing in grace and spirituality—our assembly life. 

The Building, suggesting our service, seeking to 
win souls for Christ—our public life. 

The Bride, the enjoyment of His love in personal 
intimate fellowship with the Lord Jesus—our private 
life. 

In connection with the Church as the Body, God's 
wisdom is especially prominent. Verse io of chapter g 
says that to the principalities and the powers in the 
heavenly places is made known by the Church the 
manifold wisdom of God. In connection with the 
Building, we might say that His power is prominent, 
shown forth in the mighty work of saving souls, in 
the adding of living stones to this spiritual house. 
And in the figure of the Bride of Christ, love, of 
course, is the theme. His wisdom, love, and power 
shine forth in connection with the Church, the Church 
which is to display His glory both now and forever. 
How wonderful to be part of it, united to Him and 
to all the saints that compose it. 
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THE CHURCH AS THE GREAT NEW TESTAMENT 

MYSTERY (3:1-6) 

Now from his prison in Rome Paul writes to the 
Ephesians concerning this great mystery—the Church. 
He calls himself the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you 
Gentiles. For we learn from Acts 22, that when Paul 
cried out that the Lord would send him far hence 
unto the Gentiles, Jewish opposition and hatred broke 
loose. It set on foot a chain of events that eventually 
landed him in prison in the city of Rome. The dis
pensation, or stewardship, of the grace of God was 
given to Paul; to him was committed the great min
istry of carrying the gospel of the grace of God to 
the Gentiles, a gospel that embodies within it the 
brand-new New Testament revelation of the Church, 
a Body formed of both Jew and Gentile, united by 
the Holy Spirit into one entity. In Col. 1:25 Paul 
tells us that of this Church he was made minister. 
This truth of the Church, hitherto a mystery, was 
made known to Paul by revelation. That is, the 
special revelation given to him was that aspect of 
the Church in which the Jew and the Gentile were 
to be formed into one Body. The Lord Himself 
while on earth had spoken concerning the Church 
to the twelve. John's Gospel has quite a bit to say 
concerning what we call "Church truth," much of it 
spoken by our Lord in those last hours which He 
spent on earth with His disciples prior to the cross. 
But the full revelation concerning the Church as that 
which united Jew and Gentile into one Body was re
served for Paul, to be specially administered by him. 
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He had written of it before in few words (ver. sj), 
probably referring to the mention he made of it in 
chapter i: 22, 23. He says that this mystery was made 
known to him by revelation, which explains his 
knowledge of it. He calls it the mystery of "the" 
Christ—ver. 4. In I Cor. 12:12 we have that same ex
pression, "the Christ." There we are told that it re
fers to the Head and the members of the Body united 
together into one, thus forming one Person. The 
Christ means Christ and the Church. We have the 
same thought in Gen. 5:2, where God speaking of 
both Adam and Eve, called their name Adam. For as 
the man and the wife are one when joined together, 
so Christ and His Church are one. Verse 5 shows 
that this mystery was made known not only to Paul, 
but also to the other apostles and to the prophets. 
The distinction evidently is, that, while all the apos
tles had been brought into the knowledge of this 
great truth concerning the Church as the Body of 
Christ, the ministry of it was specially Paul's charge. 
It was evidently God's purpose to make the great 
apostle to the Gentiles the channel of these precious 
truths to the succeeding generations. Perhaps this was 
because the Church is characteristically and predomi
nantly Gentile. Of this mystery Paul was made then 
the minister. He calls it, among other things, the 
stewardship of the grace of God. And surely in this 
wonderful revelation of the Church as the Body of 
Christ and the Bride of Christ, God's grace is told 
forth as nowhere else. Out of some 130 times that 
the word "grace" is found in the New Testament, 
Paul employs it, I believe, 99 times. It was ever his 



EPHESIANS 3:1 12 75 

theme. He reveled in the marvelous grace that saves 
a poor sinner, and then goes on to load him with 
every blessing, climaxing all with the wondrous place 
of privilege, honor and glory, given to the Church, 
the Body of Christ. 

THIS MYSTERY NOT KNOWN IN THE OLD 
TESTAMENT (3:5) 

Paul calls it a mystery. It is one of the many found 
in the New Testament. Like all the other mysteries, 
it was not made known in other ages unto the sons 
of men—ver. 5; or, as it is put in Col. 1:26, it was 
hid from ages and generations, but now is made 
manifest to His saints. This proves that the word 
"mystery" does not mean that there is anything mys
terious about the Church, but merely that it was not 
known in former days until it was revealed to Paul 
and to the other apostles. Rom. 16:25 s t a tes that 
this mystery was kept secret since the world began, 
but is now made manifest. The word translated "mys
tery" means something that is only known to the 
initiated. This suggests that the mystery of Christ 
and the Church (and I suppose all the other mys
teries recorded in the New Testament) are prefigured 
in the Old Testament Scriptures, but they could not 
be known or understood until the Holy Spirit re
vealed them. Our chapter says, in ver. 5, that they 
are now revealed by the Spirit. There are many lovely 
types of this truth concerning Christ and the Church 
in the Old Testament Scriptures. In Ephesians 5 God 
shows us that Adam and Eve are a beautiful type of 
Christ and His Bride, the Church. The same truth, 
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I feel sure, is seen in that lovely 24th chapter of 
Genesis, where the father sends the servant to get a 
bride for his son, a picture of God the Father sending 
the Holy Spirit to call out from this world a Bride 
for Christ. Both the tabernacle and the temple are 
types of the mystery of the Church, and have been 
used by God's servants to make known and illustrate 
the truth of this great mystery. 

GENTILES JOINT-HEIRS OF THE SAME BODY, 
PARTAKERS OF THE PROMISE (3:6) 

Now in this verse we are told that this mystery 
of the Church is that the Gentiles should be fellow-
heirs, and of the same Body, and partakers of God's 
promise in Christ by the gospel. In the Greek, each 
of these three statements has the prefix sun, and might 
be translated thus: joint-heirs, joint-body, joint-par
takers. The Gentiles were once outside the pale of 
God's blessings; they were aliens from the common
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. But they are now brought in by divine grace, 
to share in all the riches of God's grace; and those 
riches far surpass anything that the Jew ever pos
sessed or knew of in the Old Testament. They had 
been blessed by God with all material blessings, but 
now they and we Gentiles are blessed with all spiritual 
blessings in the heavenlies in Christ. We are not only 
joint-heirs with Israel, but joint-heirs with Christ, as 
we learn from Rom. 8:17. 

Now the Gentiles are members of the same Body. 
The second chapter enlarged on that theme, showing 
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that in the cross of Christ God has reconciled both 
Jew and Gentile in one body, thus forever destroying 
the enmity that existed between the two. The only 
power that can enable men to live in harmony and 
fellowship with each other is that of the cross of 
Christ. There and there only, does man become recon
ciled to God, and man become reconciled to man. 

We are also joint-partakers of God's promise in 
Christ by the gospel. I take it the special reference 
here is to the Holy Spirit. A very prominent truth in 
connection with the Church is the fact that it is 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and that each believer's 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost. In the second 
chapter of Acts, Peter tells the people that the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit, as He descended that day and 
filled the house, was the fulfilment of the promise long 
before given. He quotes from the book of Joel, where 
the promise is recorded that in the last days the Lord 
would pour out His Spirit upon all flesh. Thus 
the coming of the Holy Spirit, to indwell the Church 
and empower it for testimony down here, was God's 
promise in Christ through the gospel. Peter goes on 
to say in verse 33 of Acts 2: "Therefore being by 
the right hand of God exalted, and having received 
of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, He 
hath shed forth this which ye now see and hear." 
And again in verses 38, 39 of the same chapter: "Re
pent, and be baptized, everyone of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the 
promise is unto you and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
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shall call." Here this promise is partaken of by both 
Jew and Gentile, those that were near and those 
afar off. The same truth is set forth in Gal. 3:14: 
"That the blessing of Abraham might come on the 
Gentiles through Jesus Christ, that we might receive 
the promise of the Spirit through faith." From these 
different passages we learn that the promise of which 
both Jew and Gentile are partakers when they be
lieve in Christ and are formed into this one Body, 
the Church, is the promise and gift of the Holy 
Ghost. And that wonderful gift includes as it were 
every other, for the Holy Spirit takes all the things 
of Christ and reveals them to our hearts. He is the 
One who already gives us a foretaste of our eternal 
riches, for He is the Earnest of our inheritance. He 
enables us to enjoy God's things, fits us to make 
them known to others, and empowers us to live them 
out in our lives. What a tremendous blessing it is 
to be a partaker of this promise in Christ—the in
dwelling of God's Holy Spirit. Christ is the Head of 
the Church up there; the Holy Spirit is the indwell
ing power of the Church down here. We are living in 
the dispensation when we have a "Man" living for 
us in heaven; and "God," the Holy Spirit, living in 
us down here on earth. How marvelous and abun
dant is God's provision for His own. 

PAUL THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THIS GREAT 
MYSTERY (3:7-9) 

In verse 7 we are told that Paul was the minister 
of this great mystery. This charge was God's gift 
to him, to be used by the effectual working of His 
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power. God's mighty power had been exercised on 
behalf of the Apostle from his very birth. Gal. i 
tells us that God had separated him from his mother's 
womb. Even in Paul's youth, before God saved 
him, He was fitting him for this great task of 
ministering the truth concerning the Church—the 
revelation of the deepest counsels of God. The edu
cation he received, the life he lived, everything was 
divinely overruled and ordered to fit him, so that 
when he was converted he would be a vessel fit for the 
Master's use. For it called for a man with great 
mental and moral qualities to be able to preach, teach 
and write the mighty, deep, wonderful truths of the 
Church as the Body and Bride of Christ. That same 
mighty power was manifest in the conversion of Paul, 
and ever after in the strenuous, earnest, devoted life 
he led, and the fiery, stirring ministry which he 
preached and wrote. As the Lord said to Ananias 
when He sent him to Saul of Tarsus: "Go thy way, 
for he is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name 
before the Gentiles and kings and the children of 
Israel: for I will show him how great things he 
must suffer for my name's sake" (Acts 9:15, 16). 
Only the effectual working of the mighty power of 
God could and did fit this chosen vessel for such a 
tremendous task. 

PAUL, A HUMBLE MINISTER, EXAMPLE FOB ALL 
OTHERS (3:8) 

He preached the gospel of grace to sinners 

"To me," says Paul, "who am less than the least of 
all saints is this grace given, that I should preach 
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among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ." 
He is speaking of himself. And we may be sure that 
with him this was not humble pride, which so often 
goes with men under the pretence of humility. He 
fully meant it. We do not consider him less than the 
least of all saints; we look upon him as the outstand
ing servant of Christ in history, but he considered 
himself of no consequence. He speaks of himself else
where as the chief of sinners, and in another place 
calls himself "nothing." As the Apostle considered the 
immensity of the grace of God; as he looked at the 
vast wealth of the unsearchable riches of Christ given 
to him to dispense, he felt how utterly unworthy he 
was of such honor. And it is ever thus. The closer 
we draw near to Christ, and dwell upon the marvels 
of divine grace, the more we realize our own nothing
ness. The closer you come to a mountain-peak, the 
more insignificant you become in comparison. It is 
only those who walk out of communion with the 
Lord who feel that they amount to something. When 
you hear anyone boast of his devotion or perfection, 
you may be sure that he is not walking closely with 
God. In His presence men ever feel their own worth-
lessness. It has been said that the vital difference be
tween a sinner and a Christian is, that the more up
right an unsaved man is the more proud he feels 
of himself, the more he thinks he is worth something; 
but the more godly a Christian is, the more unworthy 
he realizes himself to be. It was so with Paul. And, 
dear fellow-Christian, it ought to make us humble 
and self-effacing when we remember that God in 
wondrous love permits us to make known His grace to 
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men. It is the highest honor, I believe, that God 
could bestow upon us. He does not really need us, 
but has seen fit to commit this treasure to earthen 
vessels. Like Paul, we feel ourselves indeed unworthy 
to tell forth and dispense abroad those unsearchable 
riches of Christ. But in a minor measure than was 
His, we too are permitted this great privilege. It is a 
wondrous occupation to tell and preach the unsearch
able riches of Christ. 

HE MINISTERS THE TRUTH OF THE MYSTERY 
TO SAINTS (3:9) 

Paul not only preached the unsearchable riches of 
Christ to the Gentiles in order that they might be 
saved, but also was charged to make all the saints see 
the glories of the mystery, which from the ages had 
been hid in God, who created all things. Paul's min
istry was the double one of preaching the gospel to 
the Gentiles and of ministering the truth concerning 
the Church to God's people. That mystery of the 
Church was not known before, as we have already 
noticed in the fifth verse of this chapter. It was not 
made known in other ages, but was hid in God. 
Through Paul it was revealed. It is well to know this, 
for many talk of the Church existing in the Old 
Testament. These verses and others in Colossians 
prove that the full truth concerning the Church was 
never made known until committed to the Apostle 
Paul. And our second chapter proved that it is built 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, and 
therefore did not exist even until the apostles of the 
Lord had been appointed. Then 1 Cor. 3 proves that 
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the Church is built on the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 
He is the foundation on whom it rests, a foundation 
laid in His death. Acts 2 proves, with 1 Cor. 12, that 
the Church was formed on the day of Pentecost. It 
was then the Holy Ghost descended to baptize the in
dividual believers into that one Body, the Church. 
Some get mixed up because the book of Acts speaks 
of the Church in the wilderness in the Old Testa
ment. It needs to be pointed out that the Greek word 
"church" itself means "assembly," or gathering of 
people. It is used in Acts 19:39 of a mob unlawfully 
gathered and intent upon mischief. We must there
fore carefully distinguish which particular gathering 
this Greek word, ecclesia, or "assembly," has in mind. 
In Acts 7:38 it refers to the people of Israel travel
ing through the wilderness; in Acts 2 and through
out the New Testament it refers to the union of Jew 
and Gentile, both saved by the mighty grace of God, 
and gathered together into one great spiritual or
ganism. The only exceptions are those we have noted, 
in Acts 7:38 and Acts 19:39, where in one case it is 
used of Israel, and in the other of a mob of Gen
tiles. The Church of which Paul speaks is the Church 
composed of Jew and Gentile both saved by God's 
grace. It was born, so to speak, on Pentecost, and will 
reach full manhood when the Lord comes and takes 
it home to glory to be forever with Him. It was never 
in existence until after the death of Christ. 

THIS GLORIOUS MYSTERY TO BE BLAZONED ABROAD 
AMONG THE HEAVENLY POWERS (3:10) 

In the Church God reveals His infinite, variegated 
wisdom. The display of His abounding grace through 
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the Church is for the purpose that now unto the 
principalities and powers in the heavenlies might be 
known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God. 
As the display of God's wisdom and love the Church 
has, I believe, a threefold mission. As verse 10 states, 
the Church right now makes known to the heavenly 
powers and governments the wisdom of God. Then 
verse 21 of this same chapter shows that not only 
now but in the ages to come, throughout all eternity, 
the Church will bring glory to God by Christ Jesus. 
Besides that, today the Church is to make known 
God's grace and wisdom not only to the powers in 
the heavenlies, but by testimony to Christ to men 
here on earth. That is its third mission. The Church 
is His Body, and a body is the visible vehicle by 
which the unseen person who dwells within that body 
makes himself known. Even so, the Church as the 
Body of Christ has been left here in this world to 
make the unseen, indwelling Christ known to men, 
so that they might be drawn to Him. To sum up, the 
Church's function is threefold: to make God's wisdom 
known nowT to the heavenly powers; to bring glory to 
God throughout eternity; and to make Christ's love 
known to sinful men today. Truly, a marvelous place 
to occupy. 

WHO ARE THOSE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS? 

By the way, who are those principalities and powers 
to whom the Church makes God's wisdom known? We 
read a good deal about them in the New Testament. 
Col. 1:16 reveals that thrones, dominions, principali
ties, and powers were created by the Lord Jesus and 
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for Him. Those powers include both heavenly and 
earthly governments, for it states that all things were 
created by the Lord Jesus, both in heaven and on 
earth. It really reads "the all things," in the Greek 
Testament, meaning the whole universe. The same 
expression is used in Rom. 11:36. That universe in
cludes living beings as well as the material creation; 
and those living beings include angels as well as men, 
spirit powers as well as human powers. The special 
reference in verse 10 is to principalities and powers 
in the heavenlies; in other words, to angelic hosts. In 
chapter 6 of our Epistle, the heavenly powers men
tioned there are wicked spirits, or evil angels. In that 
chapter they are angels who have sinned against the 
Lord, and are now arraigned against Him and His 
people under the leadership of the chief rebel of 
them all—the Devil. They are the mighty hosts of 
wicked spirits in the heavenlies, called "the world-
rulers of this darkness." Satan, their leader, is called 
in chapter 2:2, "the prince of the power of the air." 
However, it is quite evident that since the Lord as 
the Creator of all things created these spirits who are 
called "angels," and since all the angels did not rebel 
against His authority, therefore many of these heav
enly principalities are not evil angels. There are hosts 
upon hosts of angelic beings who are God's obedient 
servants, as we know from many passages of Scrip
ture. Elisha, for instance, prayed the Lord to open 
the young man's eyes, in 2 Kings 6, so that he might 
see the myriads of angels round about the mountain, 
protecting Elisha from the animosity of the king of 
Syria. In 2 Peter 2: 10, 11, the evil powers in the 
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heavenly regions are called "dignities"; and concern
ing the angels that are true to God we read that they 
are greater in power and might than man. According 
to Jude the holy angels of God recognize the high 
authority of even the fallen angels, for Michael the 
archangel did not speak slightingly of the devil, 
wicked though he is. 

This subject of angels is a most interesting and in
triguing one, yet a subject which must be guarded 
against lest any should try to delve into things not 
revealed in the Word, and thus be led astray. In Col. 
2:18 the Spirit warns against anyone worshipping an
gels and intruding into those things which he has 
not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. But it 
is good to know what the Bible has to say about 
these invisible, heavenly beings. There must be 
myriads of holy angels, and no doubt millions of 
fallen angels. When two thousand demons could be 
spared to occupy one man, as the Gospel of Mark 
(5:13) may indicate, one can imagine there must be 
a good many of them. There are hosts of those evil 
powers, and they are all arraigned against the be
liever. But Col. 2:15 tells us that in the cross our 
Lord Jesus spoiled (stripped, or divested) them of 
their powers. Through death He annulled him that 
had the power of death, that is, the devil. As 1 Pet. 
3:22 records: "Angels and authorities and powers are 
made subject unto Him." He vanquished all evil on 
the cross, and now He reigns till He shall have put 
all enemies under His feet, both heavenly and earthly. 
He shall put down, as 1 Cor. 15:24 says, all rule and 
all authority and power. 
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In our book these powers are mentioned three 
times, in chapters 1, 3, and 6. In chapter 1: 20, 21 
we find that God has set Christ at His own right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality 
and power and might and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in that 
which is to come. I suppose that both bad and good 
angels are in view here. God has given Him a place 
above all angels. As Heb. 1 puts it: "To which of the 
angels said He at any time, Sit on My right hand until 
I make Thine enemies Thy footstool? Are they not 
all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for them 
who shall be heirs of salvation?" Thus our blessed 
Lord has been given a place superior to all other 
powers, whether in heaven or on earth. 

Then in chapter 3: 10 we have noticed that now to 
the principalities and powers in the heavenlies is 
to be known by the Church the manifold wisdom of 
God. Here again probably all angels are included. 
God displays His infinite wisdom to the heavenly on
lookers, in that display of His wonderful grace in the 
salvation of poor sinners, giving them a place with 
His own beloved Son on the throne of the universe, 
to reign with Him forever and forever. We read in 
1 Peter that angels desire to look into these wondrous 
truths. How they must marvel to see men, who were 
once below the angels in position and power, now 
lifted up far above themselves, to the very place where 
the eternal God Himself sits upon the throne of 
majesty and power. At the very best angels are the 
servants of Jehovah; we are His sons; and not only 
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His sons, but the Church is dignified with that place 
of intimate nearness, the Bride of Christ. 

Then in chapter 6 we find that the wicked, fallen 
spirits array themselves under the leadership of Satan, 
to thwart the purposes of God if possible. Our war
fare is with them, as strong in the Lord and in the 
power of His might. All during the sojourn of the 
Church on earth this mighty conflict goes on. Satan 
seeks to keep us out of the enjoyment of our portion 
in Christ, and it requires spiritual energy to with
stand and oppose him. 

THE ETERNAL PURPOSE (3:11) 

The great mystery that Jew and Gentile should be 
formed into one Body, the Church, and that this 
Church should share forever with Christ in all His 
glories, with heaven as its destiny and home, is now 
said in verse 11 to be according to the eternal pur
pose which God purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The blessing of Israel as God's earthly people was 
prepared frorn the foundation of the world (see Matt. 
25:34) > that of the Church before the foundation of 
the world (Eph. 1:4). The Church was formed at Pen
tecost, as stated already, and will be complete when 
the Lord comes to take it to Himself. In the mean
time, according to verse 12, we have boldness and ac
cess to God in Christ. By faith we already know and 
enjoy some of the privileges and joy which the 
Church will share with Christ eternally. This section 
closes in ver. 13 with the desire of the apostle that 
the saints might not faint because of the persecutions 
and sorrows which he is enduring for their sakes. The 
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wonderful things that are theirs in Christ are well 
worth the sufferings that he is enduring, so that these 
riches may be made their own. 

We should mention here that verses 2 to 13 form 
a parenthetical passage, and the regular line of 
thought is resumed in verse 14. The main purpose 
of this parenthesis is to express the tremendous truth 
of verse 6, that the Gentiles should be joint-heirs, of 
a joint-Body, and joint-partakers of God's promise in 
Christ by the gospel. A hint of this had already been 
given in chapter 2, where we were told that Christ 
on the cross had laid the basis for reconciling both 
Jew and Gentile in one Body. But there is an ad
vance in thought in chapter 3, for here it is disclosed 
that this great truth was God's eternal purpose. In 
chapter one the eternal choice had in view the bless
ing of the individual believer; here in chapter 3:6 is 
presented the joint blessings of Jew and Gentile, 
united into one Body, according to the eternal pur
pose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
This is the acme of Christian blessing. To form to
gether the Body of Christ, and to be with Him united 
forever in the closest possible bonds, presents the high
est celestial glory. In verses 6 to xi of Ephesians 3 
we have reached the very highest pinnacle of bliss and 
glory. 

It is no wonder that the apostle now bows his 
knees to pray, in verses X4 to 2x, craving that the 
believer may enter into the knowledge and joy of 
these amazing marvels. He wants them to compre
hend the wonders of the all-surpassing love of Christ, 
so that they may be strengthened by the Spirit in 
the inner man. 
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PAUL'S PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN APPREHENSION OF 
THE FULNESS OF DIVINE GRACE (3:14-21) 

Paul says: "For this cause I bow my knees." For 
which cause? Because of the great favors bestowed on 
the saints of this dispensation, in having been saved 
from their lost estate and having been brought to 
this place of highest honor and blessing, as joint-
partakers of every glory bestowed upon the Church. 
One of these great blessings is that God is now our 
Father. 

GOD IS OUR FATHER (3:14) 

Notice in verse 14 that Paul bows his knees "unto 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." In chapter 1:17 
He prays to the God of the Lord Jesus Christ; here 
to the Father. This is in beautiful consistency with the 
truth presented in the previous verses. The Church 
in its heavenly destiny and privileges anticipates Israel 
and her earthly blessings, and as such the Church is 
brought into fellowship already with Christ, while the 
nation of Israel will not be saved until a future day. 
Through Christ we have been brought into fellow
ship with His Father, who is now our Father too. We 
have this precious truth enlarged upon in the Gospel 
of John. Our Lord there tells His own that after He 
had gone back to the glory they were to ask the 
Father in His Name. "I say unto you that I will pray 
the Father for you, for the Father Himself loveth 
you, because you have loved Me" (John 16:26, 27). 
He told His disciples that whatsoever they should ask 
the Father in His name, He would give it them. After 
His resurrection He sent the disciples a message by 
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Mary Magdalene in John 20:17; "Go to My brethren, 
and say unto them, I ascend to My Father and your 
Father; to My God and your God." This was a new 
and wondrous revelation indeed. From henceforth 
they, and we also, can call God our Father, and come 
to Him in the full assurance that by one Spirit we 
ever have access into His presence through Christ 
(see Eph. 2:18). God was always the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but He did not become our Father 
until after Christ died and rose again. No one ever 
could or did address God as Father in that way of 
spiritual relationship till after the Cross. It is one 
of the great and marvelous blessings that has become 
ours through the work of Christ. The modern idea 
of the universal Fatherhood of God and brotherhood 
of man is just another lie of the devil. The Jews in 
John 8 boasted that God was their Father, but our 
Lord told them bluntly that it was not so; that they 
were of their father, the devil. When it speaks in 
our chapter here that the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named after God the Father, it does not mean 
that God is the Father of every man, that sinners can 
speak of the universal Fatherhood of God. It does 
mean that God is the Father of all those that have 
come to Him through Christ. It also includes the holy 
angels, for God is their Father, for He created them. 
He is their Father in the sense of being their Creator. 
The same thought is found in Mai. 2:10, in relation 
to the creation of man: "Have we not all one Father? 
has not one God created us?" Both in heaven and in 
earth, both the redeemed up there and the redeemed 
down here, and the holy angels in glory, are included 
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in the families of whom God is said to be the Father. 
And we Christians now address God as such, as the 
apostle does here in this wonderful petition for the 
saints whom he has so much upon his heart. Already 
today we are His children, and have a right to come 
into His presence at any time without knocking. We 
may there present our petitions to Him, as well as 
bring our praise and worship. 

THREE GREAT BOONS ASKED FOR THE BELIEVER 
(3:16-19) 

1. That we might be "strengthened with might by 
His Spirit in the inner man, according to the riches 
of His glory." The inner man is the real person, the 
believer in Christ, who dwells in the outer man, his 
body. The outward man, or the body, perishes and de
cays, according to 2 Cor. 4:16, while the inner man is 
renewed day by day. Our body grows older and 
weaker, but the inner man grows in spiritual strength 
and vigor by feeding on God's Word. It is God's de
sire that the saint's inner soul-life should be lived in 
the energizing power of the Spirit of God. Such power 
is needed for all the various activities and functions 
of the Christian life, such as a godly walk, the exer
cise of some spiritual gift, an understanding of the 
Word of God, the real enjoyment of the things of 
Christ, etc. The Spirit has been given to empower, en
lighten, and furnish the believer for his path down 
here. Our Lord said that it was expedient that He 
Himself should go away, otherwise the Spirit could 
not come to us. But when He was come, He was to 
take the things of Christ and show them unto us; He 
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was to teach us, to guide us into all truth, to bring 
all things to our r-emembrance. A study of the Gos
pel of John makes it evident that many truths were 
not and could not be revealed until after the Spirit 
had come, but now they are available to the believer. 
The Holy Spirit not only furnishes us now with the 
full revelation of the mind of God in the Word, nor 
do we have only a book of divine inspiration, but its 
pages are lighted up with the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit. We are told that the natural man does 
not understand the things of the Spirit of God; they 
are foolishness unto him and he cannot know them. 
But we Christians have received the Spirit which is 
of God, that we might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God. And Paul is anxious, as we should 
be for ourselves, that, nothing might come in to hinder 
the blessed work of the Holy Spirit, who desires to 
make us strong in the inner man. All the riches of 
the eternal glory of God in Christ Jesus are in the 
Spirit's custody, and He loves to impart them to us. 
Oftentimes our spiritual condition is such that, in
stead of occupying us with the perfections and beau
ties of Christ, and the marvels of God's grace, the 
Spirit has to bring "before us our own imperfections 
and ugliness, in order to bring us back to God in con
trition and confession. I am sure the Spirit does not 
like to leave His loved work of showing Christ's 
glories in order to occupy us with our shame. May 
we give Him free rein in strengthening us in the 
inner man. 

2. As a result Christ will dwell in our hearts by 
faith. When the Spirit feeds us with the precious 
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Word, then as a natural consequence, the Person and 
the Presence of Christ will be experimentally real and 
vivid to us. Christ shall then indeed in a practical 
way be dwelling in us. We shall have a conscious 
sense of His nearness and preciousness. It is true that 
Christ does dwell in every believer by His Spirit, but 
this passage intimates a practical, workable, experi
mental realization of it. It suggests a conscious life 
of fellowship with Him, as with One who is present 
every moment of the day. How this would keep the 
believer from all evil; the idea that the Lord is al
ways with us. 

3. "That ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the 
breadth and length and depth and height, and to 
know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, 
that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God." 
What an astounding range of thought is here! If the 
believer is to soar into those boundless realms of 
"height" and "surpassing knowledge" and "the ful
ness of God," he must have a good foundation first, 
so that he does not become topheavy. When we see 
those mighty "redwoods" tower up into the sky we 
conclude that they must have very strong roots to en
able them to stand upright in all storms and weather. 
So the Christian is well rooted, and the apostle prays 
that he may be rooted experimentally in the soil of 
divine love. Not our love to God, of course, but His 
love to us. That love provides a solid base and se
curity for the believer, enabling him to stand amidst 
the wildest hurricanes that could possibly rage. Rooted 
and grounded in the love of God, standing solid on 
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the mighty revelation of the love of God, on the 
boundless grace of God in Christ Jesus. Resting there 
and growing there, the believer should be reaching 
out and up to comprehend with all saints the breadth 
and length and depth and height, and to know the 
love of Christ which passeth knowledge. I heard 
something lately about the "fourth dimension." Here 
it is called the "height." A scientist told me that if 
we had the fourth dimension it would mean that no 
physical barriers could hinder us in any way. One 
could pass through solid walls as easily as we pass 
through air today. Well, praise God, in the spiritual 
life we have this fourth dimension here in Eph. 3:18. 
The Christian is bidden to exercise it, to soar into 
the height, as well as to comprehend the breadth 
and length and depth. What does it all mean? I do 
not know, but I believe it does mean that the Chris
tian need not be circumscribed by walls and doors 
or anything physical. He can truly practise the fourth 
dimension in spiritual reality. That poor bedridden 
woman who has not taken a step for thirty years, 
can rise off her couch and soar away into the bound
less realm of the love of Christ, so that she shall not 
even feel her pain nor think of it. That prisoner 
behind the bars who has turned to Christ and has 
learned to know and trust Him, can pass right through 
those bars and soar away into the heights of Christ's 
wondrous love. Every Christian can break the bonds 
of human limitations, of petty hindrances, and com
prehend with all the other saints the vast reaches of 
the love of Christ. He may know that which passeth 
knowledge. Paradox? It sounds like it, to hear God 
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speak of knowing that which passeth knowledge. But 
the Christian revels in the thought. There are bound
less vastnesses of bliss and wonder and love and wis
dom ever waiting to be explored. An ever-deeper 
knowledge of the heart and mind of God awaits the 
patient searcher. The believer may become richer and 
wiser day by day, yet always there are further glories 
beyond. Forever we shall know more, and still find 
greater knowledge waiting to be known. All glory 
to His name! Paul prays that the believer may be 
filled with all the fulness of God. Of One alone can 
it be said that: "In Him dwelleth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily" (Col. 2:9). The Spirit of God 
desires for us this filling with all the fulness of God. 
It may be better rendered, "filled into all the fulness 
of God." As one has said, "You cannot fill a cup 
with the ocean, but you can fill it in the ocean." 
So the Christian may ever bring his tiny capacity to 
the mighty ocean of God's fulness, and fill it there. 
And as we feast upon God's love and wisdom, He will 
enlarge our capacity, so that we can take in and en
joy more and more of all He has been pleased to 
make ours in Christ. In the glory all God's saints will 
be filled alike, but the capacity of each will be dif
ferent. My cup and your barrel, so to speak, will all 
be full. Let them be even more than full today. Let 
them run over, so that others may drink through us 
from this fountain of blessing. 

GLORY TO GOD IN THE CHURCH (3:20,21) 

In these verses Paul closes this great doctrinal por
tion of Scripture with the doxology: "Now unto Him 
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that is able to do exceeding abundantly, above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us. Unto Him be glory in the Church by 
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end, 
Amen." How suitable and stirring are these words! 
For, after reading all the marvelous purposes of God 
towards poor, guilty, hell-deserving man, one might 
well wonder whether all this could possibly be true or 
be brought to pass. Oh, yes, says God, I am able to 
do exceeding abundantly above all you may ask or 
understand. God piles superlative upon superlative 
to assure us that all that has been revealed is not some 
wild dream, impossible of realization, but that it is 
verily true. The God who planned it in ages past is 
already carrying out His scheme, for the power al
ready works in us His people, according to verse 20. 
And He will carry it on to full accomplishment, so 
that the Church will be the display of His glory 
throughout all ages. To Him therefore be all the 
glory, both now and forever. Amen. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

THE PRACTICAL WALK TO BE THE RESULT 

OF OUR HOLY POSITION 

THE Epistle to the Ephesians is divided into two 
main portions. The first three chapters present 
the doctrinal portion of the letter; the last three 

the practical life and conduct of the believer that 
should flow from the truth presented. A right Chris
tian walk is the result of a right apprehension of our 
blessing and position in Christ. A prince does not 
live like a prince in order to become one, but be
cause he is one. Even so a believer walks like a 
Christian because he is a Christian. His conduct is in
fluenced by his apprehension of his position. Thus 
the apostle opens this portion of his letter by say
ing: "I therefore the prisoner of the Lord." Two 
things must be noticed here. First, that little word 
"therefore." Someone has said that whenever we find 
that word "therefore" in the Bible, we must ask our
selves why it is there. It refers of course to what has 
been written before. Since the believer in Christ has 
been blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ, and 
has been given a place before God in Christ of such 
transcendent magnitude as described in the previous 
chapters, it behooves him to walk worthy of the voca
tion, or calling, wherewith he has been called. That 
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calling is the heavenly calling of the Church, to be 
like Christ and with Christ forever. Such a wondrous 
place demands a holy, separated life. The believer is 
to live so that he may glorify God and magnify the 
Lord Jesus. The first three chapters present what God 
in His grace has done for man; the last three what 
man here on earth may do to please and glorify God. 
The believer is "to walk worthy of the calling" where
with he has been called. The word walk is very often 
used in the Scriptures for the life of the Christian. 
It is a very appropriate symbol. Life, as we know, 
is not usually spent in running or flying, but more in 
walking. It suggests the steady, patient, daily living 
for Christ, and walking with God. The Christian life 
is one step at a time. And to enable us so to walk to 
His glory, the Word of God is a lamp to our feet 
and a light to our path. 

The second point of interest in the opening verse 
is that the apostle calls himself the prisoner of the 
Lord. In the opening of chapter 3 he calls himself 
the prisoner of Jesus Christ, but here he uses the 
term "Lord." This too is very appropriate. Here where 
it is a question of one's walk, of the path of Christian 
obedience, the Lordship of Christ is recognized. When 
Paul was saved, he asked: "Lord, what wilt Thou 
have me to do?" And it was through doing His will 
that now Paul found himself in chains in Rome. He 
was thus truly the prisoner of the Lord, because of 
his obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. Every Chris
tian is to be subject to the authority of the Lord 
Jesus, to walk in obedience to His commandment and 
His word. 
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WALKING WORTHY OF THE HEAVENLY CALLING 
(4:1) 

We are to walk worthy of our calling, of our heav
enly calling. That calling unites us with all the saints 
into one complete whole, called the Body, the Church. 
Thus our walk as Christians is presented in the chap
ter now before us as a life lived in fellowship with 
all other members of the Body of Christ, and in re
lation to all other believers. We are presented in the 
Epistles of the New Testament in three ways in re
lation to the Body of Christ. We are: 

1. Members of the Body of Christ in our relation 
to Him as Head of the Church. 

2. Members one of another, in our relation to 
fellow-members of the Body. 

3. Members in particular, in our individual testi
mony for Christ in the world. 

In this chapter our relation to fellow-believers is 
more especially in view, as in Colossians our relation 
to Christ our Head. 

WE ARE TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT (4:3) 

We are told that we should be "endeavoring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 
We are not told to try and make unity or form a 
union. Today there is a great deal of agitation for the 
amalgamation of all sects and divisions of Christen
dom into one organized whole, a union of religions; 
and many think of this as much to be desired. The 
modernists think much of it. A wonderful union, in 
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their estimation, where every one will be in, but where 
Christ, the Head of the Church, would certainly be 
out. Then also there are godly Christians who try to 
promote unity among Christians. That cannot be 
done either. We are merely told to keep the unity in 
the bond of peace. God, the Holy Spirit, has united 
all believers into that great unity, the Church, by 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost. That unity therefore 
exists already, and we Christians must recognize it, 
and act in accordance with it. We must carry it out, 
in humble, obedient subjection to God's Word. 

HOW TO KEEP THIS UNITY (4:2) 

This verse tells us how the unity of the Spirit is to 
be kept; how we may realize blessed harmony and 
fellowship among all God's redeemed people. It is to 
be done by exercising four spiritual qualities, in the 
power of the Spirit. 

1. "With all lowliness." How remarkable to find 
this as the very first requisite. Is not there a suggestion 
here that the abundance of the revelations set forth 
in the previous chapters are very apt to puff up the 
believer? Even Paul says that there was given to him 
a thorn in the flesh, lest he should be exalted above 
measure through the abundance of the revelations 
given to him. Alas, sometimes one finds Christians 
proud and boasting because of all they know. So the 
first need is that of lowliness. We but have to remind 
ourselves that all this glory set forth in chapters one 
to three is the fruit of the matchless, unmerited grace 
of God, and we shall keep low before Him. It is not 
due to our worthiness or our smartness, but only to 



EPHESIANS 4:1-6 101 

the ever-abounding grace of God. Our Lord Himself 
set the example of humility, for He was meek and 
lowly in heart. He set us an example that we might 
follow His steps. There wall not be much danger of 
disturbing the unity of the saints of God when each 
member of that Body of Christ is humble and lowly. 

2. "Meekness." This is proven when lowliness is put 
to the test, and emerges triumphant. Meekness is 
humility tested in the crucible of trial, reproach, and 
persecution. Perhaps it more presents the believer's 
attitude towards the world without, as lowliness is his 
attitude of soul toward God. Moses was a meek man, 
because he patiently endured. Meekness is not weak
ness; rather, it is true, moral strength. For it is much 
more difficult to endure and suffer under trial, than 
it is to resent and fight it. A truly strong man is a 
meek man. It was so with our blessed Lord, with 
Moses, and with almost all the great men of God in 
history. 

3. "Longsuffering." Here we have the quality that 
encourages the keeping of the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace in its relation to our fellow-be
lievers, as the previous qualities were toward God and 
toward men in the world. "Love suffereth long," as 
I Cor. 13 declares. Sometimes indeed we may have to 
suffer from the world, but the hardest suffering is that 
which the Christian has to endure in contact with 
fellow-believers. We read that Moses chose to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, but the Bible record 
shows that he suffered most from the people of God. 
Job is set before us as an example of long-suffering and 
patience, and it is a matter of common knowledge that 
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Job's greatest trial consisted of the probably well-
meant, but nevertheless very irritating attentions of 
his brethren. We do not read that Job cursed under 
his terrible sufferings when Satan had robbed him of 
almost all that he possessed, and had smitten him with 
sore boils, into the bargain. But after his three friends 
arrived, Job opened his mouth and cursed his day. 
It is so difficult often to get on peaceably with those 
with whom one comes into contact day after day. And 
that no doubt is one of the reasons our all-wise God 
has ordained Christian fellowship, so that we might 
learn patience, and have our characters molded by 
rubbing elbows with others. There is nothing that 
develops the Christian better than to have the corners 
knocked off in meeting with fellow-Christians. Those 
three brethren of Job did not put all that gall into 
him, they only brought it out, and Job felt, and was, 
a good deal better man at the close of the book than 
he was at the beginning. There is great need among 
Christians of this long suffering. Someone has said that 
at a certain meeting a Christian arose and said rather 
heatedly: "I stand on my rights." Another brother 
quietly advised him to sit on them. The proper 
Christian attitude toward others is that Christ-like 
readiness to suffer. How often did not He suffer, the 
Just for the unjust? We are not to insist upon our 
rights; even when we are right we should suffer rather 
than insist upon our rights. 

4. "Forbearing one another in love." This virtue is 
the direct result of longsuffering. The advice has often 
been given to young married couples to take "two 
bears" along on the wedding-day—bear and forbear. 
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Truly, they will make not only married life, but any 
Christian life, a happy one. As Col. 3:13 gives it: 
"Forbearing one another and forgiving one another, 
if any man have a quarrel against any; even as Christ 
forgave you, so also do ye." As in all else, in this virtue 
too our blessed Lord has furnished the supreme 
example. 

SEVEN GREAT FEATURES OF THIS UNITY (4:4-6) 

In these verses we have seven great features of unity, 
the unity which is to be kept in the bond of peace. 
They present a complete (for the number seven is the 
number of completeness) and concise summary of the 
unity of Christ and His Church. The first three are: 

One Body. 

One Spirit. 

One Hope. 

One Body. As we have seen already, the Spirit of 
God has seen fit to employ the imagery of a human 
body and its relation to the directing head as a 
graphic illustration of Christ and the Church. It is 
impossible to imagine a more perfect metaphor. The 
human body is the vehicle by which the unseen, in
dwelling person is made known. No one can know 
what the spirit within is thinking, or what the soul 
is feeling, unless it be expressed through the members 
of the body. The tongue must speak, the hands must 
move, the feet must go, before the mind and heart of 
the unseen person within can be revealed. Even so 
the Church as the Body of Christ, reveals in its words, 
its actions, its goings, the unseen indwelling Christ. 

?• 



io4 UNITY OF THE SPIRIT 

Christ is made known to the world and to Christians 
through the medium of His Body—the Church. I 
wonder if it is too much to suggest that the Church 
is the only medium of revealing Christ to men today? 
At least, it is the chief one, that which is outstanding. 
Christ dwells in us, and is to be seen through us. What 
a high and holy office this is! A body is a marvelous 
unity, so is the Church. It is neither union, nor uni
formity. Some men think of the Church as a union, 
xvhere Christians band together for certain purposes. 
Unbelievers talk of uniting all religions, but that 
would be mere union. Some have the thought of 
uniformity, everyone and every several group of pro
fessing Christians meeting together and adopting the 
same creed and the same mode of worship. This would 
be uniformity merely. But the Church, like the human 
body, is a unity. Unity is in reality diversity. No two 
members of the human body perform exactly the same 
functions, or do things in the same way. Our two eyes 
do not see exactly alike, nor do two legs walk alike. 
But the vital point that proclaims their unity is the 
fact that they all operate together for the good of the 
whole. That is true unity. True unity is diversity oper
ating with one common goal in view. In the Church 
the utmost latitude is left for the exercise of the many 
and varied gifts given by Christ. All these, each in his 
or her own sphere and according to individual capa
city, work in obedience to the controlling Head in 
glory. Then there will be real, practical unity among 
God's people. But more of that later on. 

One Spirit. The Holy Spirit indwells and empowers 
the Church, the Body of Christ. As I Cor. 12:11 states: 
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"But all these worketh that one and the selfsame 
Spirit, dividing to every man severally as He will." 
The Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity, fur
nishes the energizing and unifying power so that the 
Body can operate for God's glory. 

One Hope. The glorious end in view for the Church 
is to be caught up to glory, to be forever with the 
Lord. The New Testament often sets this bright and 
blessed prospect before our souls, stirring us to answer 
in the meantime to His desire for us. He that hath 
this hope purifies himself, keeps busy in the Lord's 
work, abstains from all evil, etc. 

In this first group of three "ones" we have evidently 
brought to view the inner circle of blessing. God is 
the Author of these three great things. The Body is 
formed and quickened by Him; He furnishes the 
Spirit, as the power for Christian life, and He will 
come again and take us to Himself, as the fruition of 
our hope. I suggest that these three bring the whole 
truth concerning the Church before us, during its 
sojourn here on earth. For the Body was formed in 
the past, on the day of Pentecost; the Holy Spirit in
dwells and operates all during the Church's present 
testimony; while the Lord will come as the answer to 
our hope in the future. The next group of three are 
as follows: 

One Lord. 
One Faith. 
One Baptism. 

One Lord. If the preceding group calls attention to 
what God has done, is doing, and will do for His 
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Church, it seems to me that this group as clearly 
speaks of our present response to all this grace; these 
three stress our responsibilities. First, there is one 
Lord. Not one Christ, or one Jesus, but one Lord. 
If we are members of His Body of which He is the 
Head, then it is obvious that we owe absolute sub
mission and obedience to Him. In a human body it is 
unthinkable that the members should act independ
ently of the head. All the directing energy comes from 
the head. It is so in the Church. We are to be obedi
ent to the Head of the Church; in all things we are 
to acknowledge Jesus Lord. Scripture has much to say 
on this very important matter. It is rather odd that, 
while many Christians are conscientious in seeking to 
know the mind of the Lord as to their individual path, 
they blandly ignore His Word when it has anything 
to do with church conduct and fellowship. Yet the 
Scriptures give as clear-cut directions for our assembly 
position and practice as they do for our individual 
testimony and walk. I believe that it is for this reason 
that the expression Lord is used here. The Christian 
is responsible to inquire what God has to say as to 
his fellowship with other Christians, as to mode of 
worship, etc. The First Epistle to the Corinthians and 
this Epistle to the Ephesians give full directions as 
to these vital subjects. 

One Faith. Faith is called for from each individual 
believer. He is saved through faith (Eph. 2:8,9) > *s t 0 

walk by faith day by day (2 Cor. 5:7), and to keep the 
faith (2 Tim. 4:7). Faith is produced and nourished 
and increased through taking heed to God's Word. 
Thus, very likely that which was and is revealed for 
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faith to lay hold of has come to be spoken of as "the" 
faith, by which we mean God's Word as a whole. This 
must not be divorced from the thought found in the 
word and meaning of faith itself. There is one faith 
for the Church; all are to believe alike (and would, 
if all were subject to the teaching and guidance fur
nished by the Holy Spirit). The Christian then has 
one Lord whom He is to obey, and one guide-book— 
the Bible—the directions of which he is to follow. The 
Bible provides everything to make the man of God 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

One Baptism. If the former two truths stress the 
believer's response to God's grace, as seems quite evi
dent, then this baptism cannot refer to the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit, for that is not a matter of our respon
sibility at all. We have nothing to do with the impar-
tation of the Spirit of God. But we are responsible in 
regard to being baptized with water. If the believer 
has one Lord to obey, and one faith, then it is requi
site that he should swear off all allegiance to former 
and foreign powers, and that is the truth conveyed in 
water baptism. Therefore, in my sober judgment, this 
baptism must be baptism by water. The Spirit had 
already been mentioned in the previous group of 
three things, so there is no repetition here. This bap
tism is the response of the believer to the claims of 
Christ. 

ONE GOD AND FATHER OF ALL (4:6) 

Then the seventh unity is mentioned as the crown 
and capstone of all, as it were: "One God and Father 
of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you 
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aLl." God is the God and Father of all in creation, and 
again in redemption, but He is only in all who today 
form the Church of God. Notice the word you, in con
nection with the last "all." In these three groups then 
we have the Trinity brought before us in connection 
with the Church of God. First, the Spirit who indwells 
us; then the Lord Jesus whom we are to obey; and 
lastly the Father who is over all. The desire of our 
Lord is that this glorious unity may be a reality in 
practice even now, as it surely will be in the glory. 

THIS UNITY REALIZED IN ACTUAL OPERATION 

(4:7-16) 

EVERY BELIEVER HAS A GIFT (4:7) 

From verses 7 to 26 we read how this unity of the 
saints works out in actual operation. To every believer 
is given grace, or a gift, according to the measure of 
the gift of Christ. As mentioned frequently before, 
there is marvelous diversity in the human body, so 
that while every member has one or more gifts, all 
these gifts are different. We are told so in I Cor. 12:4: 
"There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit." 
But let us not forget that to everyone of us is given 
grace. As Peter says in I Pet. 4:10: "As every man has 
received the gift, even so minister the same one to 
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God." Your gift may not be, nor seem, so important 
as someone else's, but nevertheless you are responsible 
to exercise it. Though one gift may not be as showy, 
or as great, as another, yet oftentimes it is just as 
important. The story is told of a lady, who years ago 
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gave an organ recital, and had a young fellow pump
ing the bellows for her. After one piece had been 
played and the applause had died down, the young 
fellow said to the artiste: "We played that beautifully; 
didn't we?" "We?" said she, "you mean I, don't 
you?" He did not answer her, but when it became time 
for the next selection, and she placed her hands on the 
keys, there wasn't a sound. "Why don't you pump?" 
she asked. "Well," was the reply, "Who played that 
piece just now—you or we?" "All right; we played it." 
"Fine; then I'll pump again," said the drudge. Her 
job was more artistic and skillful than his, but not one 
whit more necessary. It is even so in spiritual life in 
the Church. Everyone of us has his corner to fill, and 
if he fills it earnestly, seeking to glorify the Lord, He 
will give higher service, for to him that hath shall 
more be given. 

We read in our next verse that when Christ ascend
ed He gave gifts unto men. These gifts are not spir
itual gifts or qualifications, which the Lord gives to 
each and every member of the Body of Christ indi
vidually. Such gifts we have been just speaking of, as 
suggested in verse 7 of our chapter, and commented 
on more in detail in I Cor. 12. But these gifts in verse 
8 connect with those mentioned in verse 11. They are 
gifted leaders, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, given 
by Christ to His Church for the spiritual training and 
development of the whole Church of God. Like any 
other victorious conqueror, the Lord shares the spoils 
of His victory with His friends and associates. So our 
blessed Lord after His victory at Calvary over all the 
hosts of evil, shares the spoils with His Church. It is 
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very interesting to compare the passage in Ps. 68:18 
from which verse 8 of our chapter is quoted. There we 
read that He received gifts for men, while in our chap
ter it says that He gave them. How lovely this is! Our 
blessed Lord received those gifts from God the Father 
as a reward for His mighty conquests on the cross. The 
Father has highly exalted Him, because He became 
obedient unto death; and so He delights to give Him 
honor and glory, as so many Scriptures bear witness. 
But our Lord does not keep those gifts for Himself 
alone; He shares them with His redeemed ones. They 
are received by Him first; then they are given by Him 
to us. Here, dear Christians, is a thought that not only 
brings joy, but at the same time throws out a chal
lenge. For if Christ receives gifts in order to share 
them with others, then surely we also receive all His 
rich favors not to hoard, but to share them with our 
fellow-believers, as well as to proclaim them to this 
world in its sin and need. We must use our gifts for 
His glory. 

THE BODY BUILDING UP ITSELF BY THE CONTRIBU-
TION WHICH EACH MEMBER SUPPLIES (4:16) 

Passing by verses 9 to 15 for a few moments, let us 
now take a look at that marvelous 16th verse. It sets 
forth very fully the operation of the assembly, as the 
various members function for the spiritual good and 
upbuilding of the whole. The Spirit of God uses the 
figure of the human body as a most pertinent illustra
tion of how the Church operates for its own spiritual 
health and growth. As was said before, the Church 
was born, so to speak, on the day of Pentecost, and 
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will reach the stature of full manhood when the last 
believer shall have been added to that Church. Now, 
in this verse we see that Body growing up through 
the food supplied by means of the Word of God, and 
by the contribution of its members. Ephesians thus 
presents the Church of God as a whole, composed of 
all believers of the Christian dispensation, while in 
Corinthians the Church is looked at rather from the 
viewpoint of meeting locally in each particular place. 
Our verse says that the operation of the various mem
bers is for the building up of the Church itself. If the 
Church is to be an adequate witness for Christ, it must 
be in a spiritually healthy condition, so that it shall 
have the strength and ability to function properly. In 
His precious and living Word God has provided all 
the food that this spiritual Body needs. Now our verse 
shows that every member of the Body—every Christian 
—contributes towards the end that the Church may 
grow up into Him who is the Head. Take the divinely-
given illustration of the human body. Suppose some
one offers you a dish of ice-cream. Immediately there 
starts a small revolution in your physical system. 
Your stomach craves the ice-cream, and already com
mences its churning. Another member of your body, 
your eye, begins to work, for it sees the ice-cream. 
Then another member gets busy, your hand, for it 
reaches for it and passes it on to your mouth. Then 
the lips, the tongue, the palate, the throat, the food-
pipe, the stomach, all have a share in connection with 
this insignificant dish of ice-cream. The stomach passes 
it on again, and so on and on. Finally that ice-cream 
reaches the blood-stream, and by means of the heart-
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action and through the arteries, its life-giving energy 
is conveyed to all the body. Every member of your 
body has something to do with the process. And notice 
that not only does every member receive, some of the 
ice-cream, but every member passes it on. If the eye 
only saw the ice-cream, and the hand did not come in 
to carry it to the mouth, the eye would never get any 
benefit from it, for ice-cream is not taken in through 
the eye. If the hand held on to the ice-cream, and did 
not in its turn pass it on to the next member, it would 
wither and die eventually, for neither ice-cream nor 
any other food is taken in through the hand. If any 
member is to receive any of it, every member must pass 
the food further. It is so in the Church, you must pass 
on what God has given you, or you will not be bene
fited by it. That is the simple and yet sublime truth 
of Eph. 4:16. "As every man has received the gift, even 
so minister the same." Sometimes Christians complain 
that they do not get anything out of the meeting; the 
explanation is that they did not put anything into it. 
You cannot get interest out of a bank until first you 
put money into it. Let us each see to it that we exer
cise our responsibility, that we share with the people 
of God that with which God has endowed us. Every 
little bit which we contribute results in the spiritual 
growth and vigor of the Church. 

SHARING TOE SPOILS OF HIS VICTORY (4:9,10) 

Now let us look at verses 9 and 10, which are put 
in parenthesis in our Authorized Version. They tell us 
that the Christ who ascended, descended also first into 
the lower parts of the earth. He that descended is the 
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same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that 
He might fill all things. And in His ascent He led cap
tivity captive and gave gifts unto men. The evident 
picture is that of a victorious conqueror, carrying the 
spoils of battle in his train, and sharing them with 
others. This is beautifully suggested in I Sam. 30, 
where David shared the spoils with the people of God 
and made it an ordinance in Israel that all should 
share alike. Christ ascended to heaven from the earth 
after His conquest on Calvary, therefore the descent in 
contrast must have been from heaven to earth; not 
from earth to hades, as is so often taught. These 
verses, it seems to me, directly contrast Christ's ascent 
to heaven with His descent to earth. Since His ascent 
was definitely from earth (and not from the bowels 
of the earth), therefore His descent was also to earth, 
and not to the bowels of the earth. The Lord descend
ed from heaven; He ascended from earth. He was not 
in the body when He descended, for He did not re
ceive His body until He was born in Bethlehem. 
Therefore His descent ended actually when He came 
to earth at His incarnation, though it ended morally 
at His crucifixion. We have the same contrast here as 
in Phil. 2:5-10, namely the great stoop our Lord took 
to the death of the cross, and next His highest exalta
tion to the right hand of the majesty on high. Since 
Christ's ascent was certainly in His body, therefore in 
contrast His descent must also be in connection with 
His body. It therefore does not refer to His going into 
hades, for that would have been in spirit only, for His 
body was in the grave, as Scripture tells us. Some con
clude that the lower parts of the earth here mentioned 
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must needs mean "lower than the surface of the 
earth." I do not think this conclusion has any scrip
tural warrant. The expression "lower parts of the 
earth" is used because earth, of course, is lower than 
the heavens. Compared with the high heavens, the 
earth is the lower part of God's creation. The same 
expression, "lower parts of the earth," is used in Isa. 
44:23, where the context clearly shows that the surface 
of the earth is clearly meant and not the bowels of 
the earth. Verses 9 and 10 therefore state that because 
our Lord stooped from the throne to the cross to die 
for poor sinners that therefore God hath highly ex
alted Him, and given Him all the spoils of His con
quest for a reward, spoils which our blessed Lord 
shares with His own. In ascending He led captivity 
captive. As to the meaning of that phrase, it is always 
safe to take the Bible's own interpretation of any par
ticular figure. The same phrase is found in the book 
of Judges, and this throws clear light on its meaning 
and application. In the fifth chapter of that book, 
Barak beat the Canaanites, and after the victory De
borah sang: "Arise, Barak, and lead thy captivity cap
tive." Now it is evident that Barak was not exhorted 
to lead Israel, the people of God, captive, but the 
enemies of Israel. Israel had just been delivered from 
years of captivity under the oppression of the enemy, 
and Barak had led Israel's enemies captive. Exactly the 
same truth is found here in Eph. 4. Our Lord is not 
leading the saints captive (delivering them from 
hades, as some believe), but as Barak did, He is lead
ing the enemies of the people of God captive. Our 
Lord has just delivered those who through fear of 
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death were all their lifetime subject to bondage, by 
vanquishing the devil and all the hosts of evil on 
the cross. So now He is leading those enemies captive 
after having redeemed His own by His precious blood. 
I have no doubt that this is the meaning of Eph. 4, 
because it agrees with the truth conveyed in Judges, 
from whence the expression is borrowed. 

EVANGELISTS, PASTORS, AND TEACHERS GIVEN TO 
THE CHURCH FOR THE PERFECTING OF SAINTS 

(4:11,12) 

God has provided for His Church men who are 
specially qualified to lead and feed and instruct His 
saints. Verses 11 to 13 present this truth and show the 
object the Lord has in view in giving such gifts. They 
are apostles and prophets, evangelists, pastors, and 
teachers. Apostles and prophets are no longer with us, 
for Scripture assures us that they were in the founda
tion of the Church (see chap. 2:20). They were God's 
gracious provision for His Church when it was yet in 
its infancy. That newborn babe, born at Pentecost, 
needed careful attention. As yet, the full revelation 
of truth concerning the Church had not been given. 
The New Testament had not yet been written, so that 
these early Christians needed the instruction and 
guidance of men specially prepared by God to minister 
His Word—men with divine authority to speak and 
act and ordain, so that Christianity might be estab
lished on a solid foundation. When the Word of God 
had been written and completed, in which we have 
full instruction for every contingency, these men with 
divine authority were no longer needed. Now the 
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Word of God itself is our authority, and we are re
sponsible to heed its dictates. But while the authority 
vested in the apostles is no longer with us, yet our 
Lord in His mercy still gives special gifts, as evan
gelists, pastors, and teachers, men who are especially 
qualified to minister the precious Word of God, and 
to care for the saints. Their ministry is for the purpose 
that saints might themselves be able to minister again 
to others. In other words, pastors and teachers are to 
minister the Word so that the saints themselves may 
become ministers. Each believer is to profit by the 
ministry of gifted servants of Christ, so that in turn, 
he or she might be capable of ministering the Word 
to others. The Greek wording of verse ta shows this, 
for it actually reads there that these gifts have been 
given "for the perfecting of the saints to the work of 
the ministry," and not, as it reads in our Authorized 
Version, for the work of the ministry. The Greek sen
tence is as follows: pros ton katartismon ton agion eis 
ergon diakonias. In other words, there are not three 
separate functions mentioned in verse 12, but one only 
which is to produce two results. These gifts, evangel
ists, pastors, and teachers, are given for the sake of 
making the saints ministers, so that in turn the Body 
of Christ may be built up. The Word of God knows of 
no such division of classes as the clergy and the laity. 
Each believer is to profit by the teaching of the Word, 
so that in turn he may help others into the knowledge 
of God and the ways of Christ. 

Notice that these gifts are given to the whole 
Church on earth, for Ephesians does not present the 
Church as a local group. Scripture does not teach the 
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appointment of one man to take charge of a local con
gregation. God's gifts are given to the whole Church, 
so that all may profit by the divinely-appointed min
istry committed to God's servants. These three quali
fications mentioned in verse 11 are eminently suited 
to meet the need of the Church as the Body of Christ. 
Evangelists go forth with the gospel so that souls may 
be saved and born into the family of God. After a 
baby is born it needs care and attention, and this is 
provided in the gift of the pastor. The pastor supplies 
the moral care and training tor the people of God, 
even as a mother does for her child. Then next, at a 
certain age, a child is sent, to school for mental train
ing, for education. So God provides the teacher for the 
mental training of the believer, so that he may grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Thus, in the spiritual as well as the physical 
life, there are the physical, moral, and mental develop
ments of the man. Some comment must be made con
cerning the language of verse 13 in regards to evangel
ists, pastors, and teachers. It is worthy of note that, 
while before each of the first three gifts the word 
"some" is used, we find that word only once before 
the last two gifts, thus apparently uniting pastors and 
teachers into a joint gift. This is further emphasized 
by the fact that in the other instances in the verse the 
word "and" is the Greek de, while in the last case, 
where it unites the pastors and teachers, it is the word 
kai. So also in the case of the pastors and teachers, the 
definite article is used only once, including both 
pastors and teachers. All this indicates, so I under
stand, that the two designations of pastor and teacher 
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refer to one and the same individual. This means that 
everyone whom God calls to be a pastor has in addi
tion the ability to teach also. It is incumbent upon 
him to develop both gifts. A mother, as one can easily 
see, not only exercises her gift as pastor, in caring for 
the moral education of her child, but in so doing she 
inevitably teaches her child as well. In our verse, both 
gifts are closely linked together. No doubt some of 
God's servants have more especially a pastoral gift, 
while others are more characteristically teachers, but 
the thought is that both gifts are united by God in 
one person. 

UNITY OF THE FAITH—ALL TO BELIEVE ALIKE 
(4:13) 

Through the ministry of these divine gifts the 
Church grows up into vigorous, spiritual manhood. At 
least it would do so if these gifts were exercised as they 
should be. Verse 13 says: "Till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect Man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ." That glorious end 
will not be attained until the Church is complete and 
united with Christ in glory. That one perfect Man is 
the complete Churchj— Christ the Head, and we the 
members of His Body. 

In the first sixteen verses of this fourth chapter we 
have been considering three great unities: the unity 
of the Body, the unity of the Spirit, and the unity of 
the faith. The Body is a great and marvelous unity, 
and we saw in verse 16 how it is supposed to operate 
so that the whole Church may grow strong and 
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healthy, and be able to function as a witness for and 
of Christ down here in this world. The unity of the 
Spirit presents the practical showing forth of the one
ness of believers, more especially presenting our rela
tion to each other as Christians. Our blessed Lord 
prayed for this unity, desiring that we might all be 
one, that the world might believe (John 17:21). The 
unity of the faith embodies the thought of all believers 
seeing and believing alike. We Christians have many 
divergent views which often lead to actual divisions 
among God's people. Yet God has made provision so 
that the unity of the faith might be realized. While 
there is no doubt that we all shall believe alike when 
we reach the glory, it is also sure that our God desires 
to see us more of one mind down here. To that end 
He has given gifted men to teach and train us, and 
as we take heed to their teaching, comparing it dili
gently with the Scriptures of truth, we shall become 
more of one mind and of one heart. For these gifts 
are given, as we have been considering, in order that 
we might all come to the unity of the faith. 

THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT; A PRACTICAL REALITY 
IN CHRISTIAN LIFE (4:17-32) 

The second unity mentioned in our chapter—the 
unity of the Spirit—is enlarged upon in the remainder 
of this fourth chapter of Ephesians. It entails the 
practical working out of the organic unity, or one
ness, of the Church as the Body of Christ. It is by the 
application of lowliness, meekness, and forbearance, 
as we saw in verse 2, that this unity of the Spirit is to 
be kept in the uniting bond of peace. There could be 
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no quarrel or confusion if all Christians acted in the 
lowly spirit of Christian love and consideration, The 
rest of our chapter deals with this vital, living prin
ciple of Christianity. 

Before we proceed with this subject we may notice 
in verses 14 and 15 that it is not God's intention that 
His people should be at the mercy of every wind of 
doctrine, or like children, tossed to and fro, by the 
sleight of men and cunning craftiness, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive (ver. 14). A Christian who has 
benefited by those gifts God gave to His Church men
tioned in verse 11 will not be a dupe of every peculiar 
theory that he meets. He will be able to detect and re
fute false teaching promulgated by those who lie in 
wait to deceive. Having been founded on God's pre
cious Word and continuing to feed on it, such a be
liever will speak forth that same word in love, and 
thus with all the saints will grow up into Him who is 
the Head, even Christ. That should be the result of 
God's wonderful provision made for the Church, in 
providing gifts for the edification of the saints. It is 
only as the believer thus grows in the knowledge of 
Christ that his walk will be pleasing to God and fruit
ful to men. Only thus will he be able to walk apart 
from the world in its darkness and sin, and in fellow
ship with God and with all His saints. 

HOW THE CHRISTIAN IS NOT TO WALK (4:17-19) 

In verse 17 we are urged henceforth not to walk as 
the Gentiles walk in the vanity of our mind. The un
saved have the understanding darkened, they are 
alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance 
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that is in them, because of the blindness, or hardness, 
of their hearts. Such are said, in verse 19, to be past 
feeling. Sin is like an anaesthetic, which dulls all 
sense of wrong, or of offence against God, in the con
science of man so that he can go on in his sinful 
ways without any concern. The mind is empty, the 
understanding dark, the heart hard, and the con
science seared and doped. What an awful picture of 
man in his natural, sinful state! Every sense Godward 
dulled and inert, yet living with inordinate passion 
in the things that gratify the desires of sinful flesh 
and mind. No doubt the apostle is describing pri
marily the Gentiles, or heathen, in their gross sin 
and idolatry in contrast to Israel, to whom had been 
given God's covenant and Word. But the JeAvs were 
often just as bad, except for idolatry. Before the cap
tivity they sank to Gentile level even in this, and the 
name of God was blasphemed among the Gentiles on 
their account. But the fact remains that the same 
nature is shared by every unsaved man or woman, 
and if the same manifestations are not seen, it is only 
due to the Christian influences that restrain them in 
this enlightened age in which we live. And yet, even 
in spite of Christian influence, how much of spiritual 
insensibility there is today; how much lasciviousness 
and chasing after every form of evil with that greedi
ness which verse 19 mentions. 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN "CHRIST" AND "JESUS" 

(4:20,21) 

"But," says Paul, "ye (Christians) have not so 
learned Christ; if so be that ye have heard Him, and 
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have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus." 
That is, those who are saved by God's grace are hence
forth to live no longer in sin. As Tit. 2:12 says: we 
are to "deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world." Notice that the word "Christ" precedes the 
word "Jesus." Christ is the title that speaks of the 
work of our blessed Lord, and we first learned to 
know Him, we were saved, through His work for us 
upon the cross. Not till then does the apostle speak 
of our being taught by the truth as it is in Jesus. 
"Jesus" is His personal Name, and calls our attention 
to the life He lived on earth. Thus we must first 
have come to Him through His death, ere His teach
ing and His example as given in His life on earth 
have any application to our own life. So many want 
to reverse this order. They talk of following the Lord 
as Example and Teacher, before they have come to 
Him through faith in His death. For us His death 
must ever precede His life on earth. Through His 
death we receive divine life, and it is not till we have 
eternal life that we can possibly live it. Jesus is the 
Example and Teacher only for those who have come 
to know Him as their Saviour and Lord through faith 
in the word accomplished on the cross. 

PUTTING OFF THE OLD MAN, PUTTING ON THE NEW 
(4:22-24) 

But now, having believed on Him, and seeking to 
profit by His life and example, we have put off "the 
old man which is corrupt according to the deceitful 
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lusts." And we have "put on the new man." It should 
not read, as in the Authorized Version, as i£ we are 
to put off and on, for the thought is that both these 
things are true of evety believer. A reference to simi
lar passages elsewhere will prove this. In Rom. 6:6 
the old man is said to be crucified. In Col. 3:9, 10 
we read that we have put off the old man and have 
put on the new. "The old man" stands for all we 
once were as sinners; "the new man" is the believer 
as he is seen in Christ, clothed in the righteousness 
imputed to him, because of Christ's precious death. 
There is a difference between the old man and the 
flesh. The difference is that "the old man" represents 
the complete man, the sinner; "the flesh" is the na
ture, the sinful nature. It is never said that we put 
off, or put out the flesh. The sinful nature inherited 
by us at our birth remains with us until we leave 
this world, but the old man we put off and the new 
man we put on. The old man is sinful self as man 
sees us; the flesh is self as God sees us. We are to 
put off the old man and put on the new. Both these 
expressions, "old" and "new man," have to do with 
what is external; the flesh, with what is internal. In 
putting off the old man, the world around us is no 
longer to see us as we once were, sinners by practice. 
They are to see Christ in our lives, the new man. 
Rom. 13:14 puts the truth very clearly when it 
directs us: "Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof." 
Initially and figuratively, this putting off of the old 
man is done in baptism, as Rom. 6 indicates, and as 
we also read in Gal. 3:27: "For as many of you as 
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have been baptized into Jesus Christ have put on 
Christ." The old man is put off in baptism, but only 
in a formal or symbolic way. He is supposed to be 
put off then. Properly taught, a saved sinner will put 
off the old man at once, immediately upon conver
sion. That is the normal thing. Baptism is a symbol 
of that act, a sort of public confirmation of it. Some
times a long time may elapse between conversion and 
baptism, for various reasons. But the putting off of 
the old man should be the initial experience of the 
Christian. Henceforth Christ's life should be seen in 
him by those around. We may put off the old man 
characteristically, but we need to carry out the de
tails of this in constant daily living. Some of the old 
man, alas, so often sticks with Christians. Notice that 
Rom. 6:6 speaks of "our old man." "Our" is plural, 
but "old man" is singular. Thus all of us are said to 
have the same old man, for we receive our sinful 
being from one man—Adam. All that is connected 
with him is to be put aside, and henceforth we are 
to be seen in our new creation relationship in Christ, 
the Last Adam. 

The old man with his deeds, as Col. 3 says, is to be 
put off. No longer are the sins which once so marked 
us to be seen by men. Eph. 4 speaks more of the 
putting off the old; Colossians, in a very similar pas
sage, of the putting on of the new. It is quite strik
ing to read in Colossians that we are to put on bowels 
of mercy, etc. Bowels are on the inside of the body, 
but in Colossians we are told to put them on, on the 
outside. These bowels in Scripture speak of divine 
love and compassion; and love should be on the out-
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side. It. should be shown. Every Christian, of course, 
has the love of God shed abroad in His heart by the 
Holy Ghost, but alas, we are so slow and backward 
about letting it be seen. Colossians bids us wear our 
heart upon our sleeve, bids us put on bowels of 
mercies, kindness, etc. For this putting off of the old 
man and the putting on of the new, we need the 
constant renewing of the mind, so that the impor
tance of this new, divine way of life shall be grasped 
and kept before the mind of the believer by the 
Holy Spirit. Rom. 12:2 gives a like thought, as we 
are exhorted there to be transformed by the renewing 
of our mind. We are to put on the new man, created 
after God in righteousness and true holiness. Adam 
was created in God's image and likeness, but sin 
marred that work. Now the new man is created in 
Christ Jesus, once again in the image and likeness 
of God, and this time never more to be marred. We 
are created in righteousness and holiness of truth. Sin 
shall never be permitted to mar this work, this new 
creation. Even now our God desires us to exhibit 
that perfect handiwork of His, or we live a life of 
righteousness and holiness. 

EXAMPLES OF THIS PUTTING OFF AND PUTTING ON 
(4:25-29) 

In verses 25 to 32 we have a few examples of this 
putting off and putting on. Away with lying; now 
speak truth (ver. 25). Away with stealing; now give 
(ver. 28). Away with vile and foolish talk; now speak 

words of grace (ver. 29). It is to be noted that in 
each of these exhortations, the pendulum swings from 
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one side completely to the other; from the negative 
to the positive; from "do not" to "do." So often even 
Christians fail to realize this. Christianity is not nega
tive, but positive; not morality, but Christianity. It 
does not merely tell the Christian to stop lying, to 
stop stealing, or to stop vile talking. Yet many think 
that such things prove them to be Christians. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. One who does not 
lie nor steal nor use vile language is only a moralist; 
and a moralist may be as far from God, for further, 
than even an out-and-out sinner. Many vainly think 
that they are all right because they don't do this or 
that. The mark of a true Christian is, not merely that 
he does not lie any more, but that he now speaks 
truth with his neighbor (in other words, that he 
seeks to speak to men about Christ and the truth of 
God's precious Word). Not only that he no longer 
steals, but that he labors in order to have something 
to give to others. Not only that no longer his mouth 
is filled with vileness, but that he now speaks the 
things that will comfort the sorrowing and help the 
needy. All is positive. Thus no one has a right to 
claim to be a Christian, unless he or she seeks to live 
actively and positively for the blessing of souls. There 
is here a special warning against anger, as in many 
other places in the New Testament. How easily can 
Satan use anger for the dishonor of the testimony of 
Christ, and to work havoc and division among the 
saints of God. The sun should never set upon Chris
tians before a quarrel has been settled and mutual 
fellowship has been restored. 
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REMEMBER THE INDWELLING SPIRIT (4:30) 

The previous verses are summed up as it were 
in verse 30: "And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed until the day of redemption." 
Inasmuch as the Holy Spirit indwells the believer, 
He naturally is grieved by every manifestation of the 
old man, of our former sinful self. It does not say 
that we will grieve the Holy Spirit away, as it is 
sometimes wrongly quoted. No, indeed; He is ever 
with us, for we are sealed with the Spirit of God 
until the day of redemption, until the Lord Jesus 
comes to take us home to glory. The serious thing is 
that the Holy Spirit is ever with us, so that when we 
sin we deeply grieve Him, for He indwells us. And 
when we grieve Him, He has to leave His pleasant 
work of occupying us with the loveliness of Christ, 
and begin to show us our own unloveliness. A reali
zation that He, the Holy Spirit of God, is our ever-
present Host, will keep us in a great measure from 
saying and doing things to grieve Him. We grieve the 
Spirit when we do things that we are told not to 
do; we quench Him when we do not do things we are 
told to do. 

" BE YE KIND . . . EVEN AS GOD" (4:31,32) 

This very full, wonderful, and searching chapter 
closes with the salutary exhortation: "Let all bitter
ness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil-
speaking, be put away from among you, with all mal
ice: and be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
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hath forgiven you." The use of the word "let" at the 
commencement of verse 31 shows that we are not 
capable of ourselves to accomplish this. But, praise 
God, the very One who indwells us exerts pressure 
upon us, so that we may be able to get rid of these 
evil fruits of self and sin. We but need to yield to 
Him in order to live for God's glory and the blessing 
of man. The Epistle to the Hebrews frequently uses 
the expression "let us." You and I together, says the 
Spirit of God; alone I am helpless, but by His power 
I can do all things. So let all these evil things be put 
away, and let us pattern our lives after Him who in 
matchless love forgave us because Christ gave His life 
on our behalf. As He has forgiven us, so may we 
forgive others, be kind and tender-hearted. We are 
left here to present Christ to men; to live His life 
over again, as it were, so that hearts may be drawn to 
Him. 



CHAPTER FIVE 

IMITATORS OF GOD (5:1) 

THE subject of the previous chapter continues as 
the apostle contrasts the life which the believer 
should live with the life of the sinner. All 

through the book of the Ephesians we find these 
sharp distinctions between the estate of the lost and 
the estate of the saved. This chapter opens with the 
beautiful exhortation to the saints to be followers 
(literally, imitators) of God as dear children. It was 
ever incumbent upon man to walk to God's glory, 
but now that we are redeemed by the precious blood 
of Christ, how much more is this true! We are His 
children, His "dear" children, precious to Him be
cause born into His family through the mighty re
demptive work of His own dear Son. As John 17 tells 
us, God the Father loves us with the same love where
with He loves His Son! God is our Father, in a far 
more intimate way than He is the Father of man 
by virtue of creation. In new creation we are partakers 
of His own life, partakers of His own divine nature, 
and therefore should be imitators of Him. We often 
hear the comment made about some young man or 
other: "He is just like his father. He walks like him, 
talks like him, and looks like him." And if such a 
father is a fine man, I am sure it pleases him greatly 
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to hear people say so. Our God and Father too is de
lighted when we are imitators of Him. Since we have 
His life and nature, surely we should be like Him; 
should we not? No doubt the "therefore" of this open
ing verse connects with the closing verse of the previ
ous chapter. If God so graciously has forgiven us for 
Christ's sake, then surely we should manifest the same 
spirit of tenderness and forgiveness toward others. 
Thus we shall imitate our Father. Our Lord in the 
sermon on the mount inculcated the same truth when 
He said: "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
in heaven also is perfect." 

CHRIST AS OUR GREAT EXAMPLE (5:2) 

As the first verse bids us to be imitators of God, the 
second shows us how its accomplishment may be real
ized in our life. Christ is set before us as the example. 
"Walk in love, as Christ also has loved us, and has 
given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for a sweet-smelling savor." Or, as Peter puts it, 
Christ has "left us an example that we should follow 
His steps." Christ walked in love. It was love to God 
and love to man that brought Him from the throne 
above to walk down here, experiencing suffering all 
during His life, and supremely so in His death. Yes, 
love to God motivated Him, for He tells His own in 
John 14:31: "That the world may know that I love 
the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, 
even so I do. Arise, let us go hence." And we find also 
that it was love to man that spurred Him on, for 
Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it. He 
truly walked in love, and we are urged to do likewise, 
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with Himself as the Pattern before our souls. He gave 
Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for 
a sweet-smelling savor. Christ's whole life was a sacri
fice, truly a sweet-savor offering. How God must have 
delighted in that wonderful path He trod; He opened 
the heavens over Him to say that in Him He was well 
pleased. And His path led to the cross, where He 
offered Himself without spot to God, a sacrifice of a 
sweet-smelling savor. We may never be called upon to 
lay down our lives for His sake, but we may ever have 
Him before us as our example to follow. We are ever 
to imitate Him, in His love and compassion. It pays 
a believer to study and meditate upon the four Gos
pels. There we see divine life lived, even as we are 
taught it in the Epistles. There we read the story of 
His sacrificial death, stirring our hearts, and deepen
ing in us an appreciation of God's wonderful love. 
Example is always so much more enlightening and 
potent than precept. We have the precept in verse 1 
of our chapter; the example, in order to stir us to 
emulation, in verse 2. 

EVIL THINGS TO BE ABSTAINED FROM (5:3-6) 

In these verses the believer is exhorted to abstain 
from these evil things so inconsistent with being imita
tors of God. They are the works of the flesh. Verse 4 
more literally might read: "Neither indecency, nor 
talking like a moron, nor foolish joking (ribaldry), 
which are not becoming; but rather giving of thanks." 
Verse 5 in its import is very similar to 1 Cor. 6:9-10. 
It should be kept in mind that the Scripture teaches 
that even a believer may fall into these sins mentioned 
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in verse 5. The Bible does not teach that the believer 
lives a sinless life. It does not teach that he lives abso
lutely without sinning. What our verse means, as well 
as the passage in 1 Cor. 6, is that the believer no longer 
lives in sin, that he is no longer characterized by it. 
He may fall into sin, but if he does so, the Spirit of 
God convicts him of his wrong and works repentance 
toward God. The Christian does not sin in the reck
less, indifferent manner in which the sinner does. As 
has been said, Christians are not sinless, but they sin 
less. A Christian does not wallow in sin, as a pig does 
in mud, for the Christian is likened in Scripture to a 
sheep. Nevertheless a sheep may fall into a mud 
puddle, but he will not stay there and will be very 
uncomfortable until he gets out again. 

Because of the grievous sins recorded in verse 5, 
the wrath of God comes on the children of disobedi
ence. That is only true of the unsaved. No wrath 
ever falls on God's own children. Jesus is their Deliv
erer from the wrath to come. If Christians sin, the 
Father chastises them, for as Peter says; "The Father 
without respect of persons judges according to every 
man's work" (1 Pet. 1:17). But no wrath will ever 
fall on God's children. The Father judges His own 
now in tender, fatherly love, blended with stern, father 
discipline, while upon the world will fall, in that 
awful day of judgment, the wrath of the living God. 

THE CHRISTIAN TO WALK SEPARATE FROM THE 
UNBELIEVER (5:7-12) 

The Christian is not to be a partaker with the 
sinner in his deeds. Once we were "darkness," but 
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now we are "light" in the Lord. How very strong-
are these terms. It does not merely say that once we 
were in the dark and now in the light, but that we 
were darkness and now are light. Instead of us being 
in the dark, the darkness was in us; we were charac
terized by it. The sinner away from God is com
pletely enshrouded in darkness as Egypt was of old, 
when it was not only dark without but also in their 
dwellings. But now we Christians are not only in 
the light, but the light is in us; thus we are exhorted 
to walk as children of light. Light makes manifest, 
as we are told in verse 13, and thus as we walk in 
the light of God's Word and Spirit, sin is seen for 
what it is. It is confessed before God, so that we may 
live pleasing towards Him. Since light and darkness 
cannot mix, we are told to have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness. In the beginning 
when God made the heavens and the earth, we read 
that He divided the light from the darkness. In 2 
Cor. 6:14 the question is raised: "What communion 
hath light with darkness, or what fellowship hath he 
that believeth with an unbeliever?" Thus a Christian 
is to walk in separation from the world. In fellow
ship with Christians and not with unbelievers. 

THE SEVENFOLD WALK IN EPHESIANS 

We may notice in passing that Ephesians presents 
the "walk" in a sevenfold way. Two of these presen
tations refer to the wTalk of the sinner; the last five 
to the walk of the believer. 

"Walk according to the course of this world" 
( 2 : 8 ) . 
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"Walk as the Gentiles walk" (4:17). 

"Walk in good works" (2:10). 

"Walk worthy of the calling" (4:1). 

"Walk in love" (5:2). 

"Walk as children of light" (5:8). 

"Walk circumspectly" (5:15). 

THE CHRISTIAN'S WALK IN THE LIGHT (5:13-15) 

The fruit of the Spirit (literally, "of the light") 
is always marked by that which is good, right and 
true, and such a life is acceptable to the Lord. In 
verse 11 we are not only exhorted, as in verse 7, to 
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but to reprove them. A Christian's testi
mony is not to be a mere passive one in the abstain
ing from evil, but it is to be positive in that he 
bears light for God in this dark world. And light 
always reproves. As said in verse 13, that which makes 
manifest is light. Our Lord tells us in John 15 that 
His holy life and His holy words convicted men of 
their sin, and left them no cloak for their sin. For 
that reason they hated both Him and His Father. 
In the measure that we let our light shine, we too 
shall make men around us conscious of their sin 
as the light of God's truth reveals it. We are here to 
shine as lights in the world, holding forth the Word 
of life. 

But, like the wise virgins in Matt. 25, even Chris
tians sometimes go to sleep. Their light becomes dim 
and almost goes out. As there, so here the cry is 
raised: "Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall give thee light." It is 
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quite difficult to tell the difference between a dead 
sinner and a sleeping saint. Praise God, there is a 
mighty difference, for one has life and the other has 
not. But outwardly the distinction is not very notice
able. A sleeping believer is not doing anything, he 
is not letting his light shine so that Christ may be 
known. In Matt. 25 the cry was raised: "Behold the 
Bridegroom!" The Lord is coming! Wake up, get 
busy. So here. Wake up, and redeem the time, for 
the days are evil. The Lord's coming is fast approach
ing, our time down here may be but short, let us 
redeem it. As the awful darkness of apostasy increases, 
there is the more urgent need for the Christian's light. 
It should shine all the brighter as the darkness around 
deepens. Let us arise and trim our lamps. Christ will 
give light to those who want to bear witness for Him. 
It literally reads in verse 14: "Christ shall shine upon 
thee." The Christian must be awake and walk in the 
light of His glorious face, that thus that light may 
be reflected from us into the dark hearts of men. 

THE FILLING OF THE SPIRIT (5:18) 

The Christian is to walk circumspectly, or accu
rately. Provision for an accurate, correct walk has 
been made. There is no reason for the believer to 
be in the dark as to what God's mind for him is, 
for verse 17 tells him not to be unwise, but to 
understand the will of the Lord. In all of chapter 4 
and in the verses just considered in chapter 5, the 
will of the Lord for His people's walk is taught. 
It but remains to inquire how the Christian may 
carry all these instructions into effect. The answer 
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to this is presented in verse 18. For a normal Christian 
life we need the Spirit's power, and praise God, that 
power is available to every Christian. Verse 18 bids 
us: "Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess, but 
be rilled with the Spirit." As this letter has already 
shown, a believer receives the Spirit of God upon 
faith in Christ; the moment he believes he is sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise. Therefore, the 
Spirit's filling is not the same thing as the Spirit's 
indwelling. Filling of the Spirit intimates the Spirit's 
control of the believer in his life and activity. As has 
been stated by others, all Christians have the Holy 
Spirit, but He does not have all of us. We all have 
Him as a "President," but not necessarily as the 
"President." 

The tense of the verb "filled" indicates not a 
filling that takes place once for all, but a constant 
being filled of the Spirit. It does not indicate some 
glorious experience, resulting in a once-forever moun
tain-top perfection. No; it suggests rather a constant 
need of the Spirit's power and fulness. How may this 
be obtained? I suggest that the first seventeen verses 
of chapter five furnish the answer. They speak of the 
turning away from sin, and of separation from fellow
ship with the world and its evil deeds. In other 
ivords, clean out the rubbish, and then the Holy 
Spirit will occupy the space. The illustration has 
been used that the way to drive the air out of a 
tumbler is to pour water into it, and that thus the 
Holy Spirit by filling the believer forces out the evil 
and sin. But that is "putting the cart before the 
horse," in my estimation. That might be all righ; 
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if the believer were filled with air only, but alas, he 
is filled by nature—not with air, but with every vile 
thing the flesh is heir to. One might drive air out 
of a tumbler by pouring in water, but that would not 
work if the tumbler were filled with trash. So the 
process to be followed in obtaining the filling of the 
Spirit is to throw out (by confession in self-judgment) 
all the trash of sin. Then the Spirit of God will fill 
the soul. And as this self-judgment with most of us 
is a constant need, so the filling of the Spirit is a 
constant experience. The tense of the Greek verb 
"filled" indicates a continuance in filling. It means 
"always be filled," "be filled continuously." If the 
Christian were living a perfectly normal Christian 
life, he would continued to be filled right along, but 
alas, our experience often is such an up-and-down 
one. With us this filling has to be repeated often. 
The book of Acts shows that there were special endue-
ments, special fillings for special purposes, besides 
the normal Christian life lived in the power and 
fulness of the Spirit of God. It is also to be noticed 
that the "being filled" in our verse is in the passive 
voice. We cannot fill ourselves with the Spirit, al
though we can fill ourselves with wine, wherein is 
excess. The thought is that God must fill us, and 
I believe He will do so if we exercise self-judgment, 
putting out the evil so that He may completely 
control us. 

A SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIAN IS A HAPPY CHRISTIAN 
(5:19,20) 

It is most instructive to notice that the evidence 
which Scripture gives us that one is Spirit-filled, is 
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not service for Christ, not preaching or doing (as in 
some other places), but a merry heart and a thankful 
spirit. The proof of being filled with the Spirit is 
praise to the Lord, thanks to God the Father. As 
everywhere else in Scripture, so here too; worship is 
given the first place in God's scheme. Man makes so 
much of his busy-ness, of his doings, but God values 
above all else the praises of His redeemed, a thankful 
heart. All true and acceptable service must flow from 
these. Notice that verse 19 mentions speaking. I was 
much impressed in looking up this matter of the 
filling of the Spirit to find that in every case appar
ently, immediately after reading of anyone being 
filled with the Spirit, it follows that he or she spoke. 
One sign that the heart is filled is that the lips will 
run over: "Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh." As the Lord Jesus said: "He that 
believeth on Me, out of his inward parts shall flow 
rivers of living water . . . This spake He of the Spirit." 
A few occasions where speaking follows the filling 
of the Spirit are related in: Luke 1:41, 42; Luke 1:67; 
Acts 2:4; Acts 4:31. 

SUBJECTION ENJOINED UPON ALL (5:21-24) 

Beginning with verse 21 the truth of the need of 
submission and subjection is brought before us. 
Even though in Christ all believers are on the same 
footing, yet so long as we are in this world there 
remain the distinctions of position. A child is to be 
subject to its parents, a servant to his master, the 
wife to her husband. This does not mean inferiority, 
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as some seem to think. Our blessed Lord Himself 
took the place of subjection while down here on 
earth. 1 Cor. 11:3 shows that God is called the Head 
of Christ, yet we know very well that Christ is Him
self God, co-equal with the Father. But while down 
here as the Man Christ Jesus, He took the place of 
subjection. So must the believer. Yea, says Peter, 
"all of you be subject one to another." It is in the 
subjection of the believer, according to God's order, 
that the government of God is shown forth in this 
world, so that peace and happiness may be maintained. 

Wives are enjoined to submit themselves unto their 
own husbands, as unto the Lord. How good to 
remember this, that in submitting to her husband, 
the wife actually submits herself to the Lord Jesus. 
This lifts submission from what might be irksome 
into the realm of service to God. It would not be 
difficult for the wife to be subject to her husband, if 
in turn he himself did what he is exhorted in verse 25: 
"to love his wife, as Christ loved the Church." Here 
again the Lord is the Pattern, as the One whose 
love is to be an example for the husband to follow. 
What an example for a husband to have before him! 
How tender it ought to make him towards his wife! 
Of course, in both cases of wives and husbands the 
Christian is in view, for only to such could the 
example of the Lord Himself be quoted as a stimulus 
and a pattern. Other Scriptures deal with the conduct 
of a wife or husband in the case where either one is 
unsaved; here the Christian is in view. Love is en
joined upon the husband, because a man so often is 
lacking in that very quality; while submission is 
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commanded to the wife, perhaps for the same reason. 
A truly happy home is one where love rules, and 
submission as unto the Lord is practised. Such a 
home is a miniature representation of the Eternal 
Home of the redeemed, where Christ is the Husband 
and the Church His Bride. The apostle speaks of this 
ideal relationship in verses 25 to 27, which now 
follow. 

CHRIST AND HIS BRIDE—PAST, PRESENT, 
AND FUTURE (5:25-27) 

In these verses the third prominent figure of the 
Church as presented in Ephesians is brought to our 
attention, that of the "Bride." As stated earlier in 
this book, this figure presents the Church in its inti
mate, personal relationship to Christ as loved of Him. 
The other two figures, that of the Body and the 
Building, rather imply the attributes of God's wisdom 
and His power. In the three verses now under con
sideration the Spirit of God traces the blessing and 
glory of the Church, from its pre-existence to its 
eternal destiny as the glorious Bride of the Lamb. 
We have the past in verse 25, the present in verse 
26, and the future in verse 27. With a masterstroke 
of the divine pen, the whole wondrous tale is told, 
from the eternity of the past before the Church 
existed on to the great wedding-day. The Lord then 
shall present His Bride to Himself, with all the traces 
of sin forever removed. 

HE LOVED THE CHURCH—THE PAST (5:25) 

Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it. 
He loved it before it existed, for the Church had not 
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yet come inio being when our holy Lord won it by 
the proof of His dying and undying love, shown 
forth at Calvary. All glory to His Name. Even as 
Jacob saw Rachel and for love of her labored for 
years, so that he might have her as his own, even so 
the Lord Jesus, our Lover, saw us from all eternity 
and labored to make us His. He did not buy us 
with silver or gold, but He gave Himself. And on the 
cross He said triumphantly that the work that needed 
to be done, ere the Church could be His Bride, was 
finished. It is perfectly true, of course, that the Lord 
died on the Cross for others, as well as for the 
Church. All men, whether the saints of the Old 
Testament or God's earthly people Israel who shall 
yet inherit the earth, or the Gentile nations of the 
tribulation period, all are saved on the basis of the 
work of Christ on the cross, and all are loved by Him. 
But here in Eph. 5, Christ's great, surpassing love for 
the Church is told. God has seen fit to take out from 
all the nations of mankind a special people, saved 
during this dispensation of time between the cross 
and the rapture, to form the Bride of the Lord of 
glory, to share this glory with Him in the most 
intimate way, and to be the recipient of His most 
precious love, to sit with Him upon His throne, to 
be the Pearl that shall enhance the beauty and 
loveliness of Him who shall wear it, our Lord and 
Bridegroom. We were told in the first chapter that 
we were chosen in Him before the foundation of the 
world; here we learn that it was "Love" that chose us. 
And He loved us when there was nothing lovable in 
us. He loved us, not because of who or what we 
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were, but because God is love. He was pleased to 
set His love upon us. 

HE LIVES FOR HIS CHURCH—THE PRESENT (5:26) 

Having loved us and given Himself for us, He 
makes us fit to share His glory. We were sinful and 
defiled, away from God and going our own way. 
Having cleansed our guilt by His precious blood, now 
He sanctifies and cleanses us with the washing of 
water by the Word. When a sinner turns to God in 
repentance and saving faith, he or she is set apart to 
God, sanctified. 2 Thess. 2:13 describes that divine 
operation: "God has from the beginning chosen us 
to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth, whereunto He called us by the 
gospel." As the believer trusts in Christ for salvation, 
He is immediately set apart from the world, and 
henceforth belongs to Christ. The Lord then cleanses 
the Christian day by day, by means of the application 
of the Word of God to his life. As we all know, the 
thirteenth chapter of the Gospel of John illustrates 
this. The feet that are cleansed there are typical of 
the walk, or the life, of the Christian. He comes 
daily into contact with sin in this world, and thus 
needs the cleansing power of the Word of God 
applied to his life and ways. Our Lord did this for 
His disciples in a literal way, to illustrate the necessity 
of it in a spiritual sense. Our verse in Eph. 5 shows 
that what the Lord began down here, He continued 
up there in the glory for His own. He continues this 
blessed ministry of cleansing while we travel life's 
dusty road, so that we may become more like Himself. 
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Very often He uses believers to do this for each other, 
as He urged His disciples in John 13, saying: "If 
I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, 
ye also ought to wash one another's feet." That is, 
we should exercise ourselves in this blessed ministry 
of seeking to help our fellow-believers by instructing 
them in the knowledge of God's Word. If a believer 
sins, it is our duty to seek to recover him by bringing 
the Word of God to bear on his conduct. Peter tells 
the Lord's servants to feed the flock, and when the 
Chief Shepherd shall appear, they shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away. 

HE COMES FOR HIS CHURCH—THE FUTURE (5:27) 

That cleansing process goes on constantly during 
our life on earth. We need the Word to cleanse us 
and keep us near to Christ. And when He comes to 
take us home, He will complete it all in a moment. 
He will change our bodies of humiliation and fashion 
them like to His own body of glory. When we see 
Him we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as 
He is. In one flash all the traces of sin and sorrow 
shall be removed. All spots and wrinkles shall be 
gone; we shall be holy and without blemish. How 
marvelous the grace and power of our God! Here 
on earth our brides usually have a lovely complexion 
when they are married, but after many years the 
physical loveliness of face and form fades; wrinkles, 
spots, and gray hairs abound. Our blessed Lord re
verses this natural process in the case of His Bride. 
When He won us by His love displayed on the cross, 
we were wrinkled, spotted, and marred by sin. But 
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when He gets through with us, we shall be without 
spot, or wrinkle, or any trace of sin whatsoever. We 
shall shine forever in all the glorious youth and 
vitality and beauty which the Lord our God shall 
put upon us. We read here in verse 27 that He will 
present the Church to Himself at the wedding. There 
is no "best man" at the marriage of the Lamb. Only 
one Man fills every vision there; there is no room for 
others. In Genesis we read that the Lord God pre
sented the woman to Adam, but not so here. Here 
Christ presents the Church to Himself. Just He and 
She alone, United forever in the holy, eternal bonds 
of matrimony. Christ and His Bride to be forever 
together and to reign eternally. Oh, the unutterable 
wonder and bliss of it all! May we rejoice in its very 
anticipation! 

"The Bride eyes not her garment, 
But her dear Bridegroom's face. 

I will not gaze at glory, 
But on my King of grace; 

Not at the crown He giveth 
But on His nail-pierced hand; 

The Lamb is all the glory 
Of Immanuel's land." 

CHRIST'S LOVE FOR THE CHURCH, THE PATTERN 
FOR A MAN'S LOVE TO HIS WIFE (5:28-30) 

"So," says verse 28, "ought men to love their wives 
as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth 
himself." What a tremendous order for husbands, to 
love their wives as Christ loved the Church. The story 
is told of a preacher who lost his wife early in life. 
Someone speaking to another about her death re
marked that the Lord probably had taken her away 
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because her husband loved her too much. "Oh, no," 
was the reply; "that is impossible. He could not 
possibly love her too much, for we are told to love 
our wives even as Christ loved the Church. In order 
to love her too much, he would have had to love 
her more than Christ loved the Church, and that 
quite evidently is impossible. No, he did not love his 
wife too much; but it may be possible that he loved 
the Lord too little." I rather think that is nearer the 
truth. We must not allow our love for our wives to 
supersede our love for Christ. But we are told here 
that a husband should love his wife as Christ loved 
the Church. He must live for her, and even be ready 
to die for her. True love is not looking for something; 
true love is a love of sacrifice, of giving. And, says 
the Scripture here, in loving one's wife one loves 
himself, for a man and his wife are one. "No man 
ever yet hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cher
ishes it, even as the Lord the Church: for we are 
members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones." 
It is quite evident that no man hates his own body. 
He does not kick himself, or beat his head against 
the wall, or cut off his hand when it aches, etc. No; 
he nourishes and cherishes his own flesh. Well, says 
the Spirit, apply that to your conduct towards your 
wives. A man therefore would treat his wife well even 
from the viewpoint of his own personal interest. But 
with Christ's love for the Church real in his soul, 
the Christian husband will be tender and compas
sionate in his relations toward his wife. It may be 
noticed here that both in the relationship of Christ 
to the Church as the Head of the Body, and His 
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relationship as Bridegroom to His Bride, we have the 
most intimate unity, or oneness, expressed. In both 
these two figures, the two are fused into one, for the 
husband is at once the Head and his wife the body, 
while also the Bridegroom and His wife the Bride. 
In both cases the two are One. The first expresses the 
oneness of "life"; the other the oneness of "love." 

CHRIST AND THE CHURCH (5:31,32; Gen. 2:24) 

"For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they 
two shall be one flesh." This is a quotation from Gen. 
2:24, as applied to Adam and Eve. Thus the Spirit of 
God warrants us in saying that Adam and Eve in 
their married relationship are a beautiful type of 
Christ and His Church. "This is a great mystery, but 
I speak concerning Christ and the Church" (ver. 32). 
I am sure that in a number of other marriages in the 
Old Testament the same precious relationship of 
Christ to His Church is set forth. In Gen. 24 and 
Gen. 29 are two plain illustrations of this great 
mystery, once secret, but now revealed so fully in 
this letter to the Ephesians. I often wondered why 
Scripture says, "For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother," when as a matter of fact a woman 
does so as well, and in most cases it is much harder 
for her. Our chapter furnishes the answer, for we 
are told that this was written concerning Christ and 
the Church. Here the Man, Christ Jesus, left His 
Father to come to earth for a Bride, to win her and 
woo her by His mighty love, written so indelibly on 
that cross of shame and sorrow. He died there for 
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His Bride, rose again, and has returned to glory 
awaiting the day of the wedding. I am sure He is 
waiting for that glorious event with greater longing 
even than we ourselves. No doubt it is very near, 
and soon shall be heard the triumphant shout in 
heaven: "Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor 
to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
His wife hath made herself ready." Lord, haste that 
day! 

Summing it all up, the chapter closes with the 
injunction: "Nevertheless, let every one of you in 
particular so love his wife even as himself; and the 
wife see that she reverence her husband." 



CHAPTER SIX 

THE SUBJECTION OF CHILDREN AND SERVANTS 
(6:1-9) 

T HE subject of the close of the previous chapter 
is continued in the first nine verses of chapter 
six. After giving divine directions as to the 

position and conduct of wives and husbands, the 
Spirit turns to the relation of children toward their 
parents, and parents to their children; of servants 
towards masters, and vice versa. Children are expected 
to obey their parents; first of all, because it is right 
to do so, and secondly because it brings its own 
blessing in its train. The apostle quotes from the 
ten commandments to show that obedience to parents 
assured the Israelites the earthly blessing of long life. 
It was the first commandment with promise. I do not 
know, or think, that this applies necessarily today, for 
as this very Epistle shows, our blessings are spiritual 
blessings in Christ in the heavenlies, and not material 
blessings on earth. However, there is no question but 
that the obedience of children to their parents is 
very pleasing to the Lord, and He may in sovereign 
grace impart special blessing even here on earth, 
including a long life, to those who so deport them
selves. It must be kept in mind that these injunctions 
are all addressed to believers in Christ, for the 
obedience is to be "in the Lord." It is not likely that 

.48 
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the unsaved would pay much attention to these divine 
regulations, but a Christian certainly should. How 
pleasant to be in a home where the children obey 
the parents! What a gracious peace and quiet content 
reign there! The very opposite spirit is so prominent 
everywhere today. We are at a stage where insubordi
nation marks every phase of human society, whether 
it be the home, the factory, the government, or any 
other sphere. Disobedience to parents is listed as one 
of the evidences and consequences of departure from 
God in both Rom. 1:30 and 2 Tim. 3:2, whether that 
departure be heathenism, as in Romans, or apostate 
Christendom, as in 2 Tim. 3. This lack of obedience 
on the part of children, resulting from a lack of 
parental training and restraint, is the underlying 
cause of all the defiance of authority so prominent 
today in human society. As has often been said, "The 
hand that rocks the cradle is the hand that rules the 
world." The home is the school whence the graduates 
go out into the world, either to carry the happy 
principles of good government, or to propagate the 
disobedience or self-will practised there. Not only 
should the children obey, but parents should see to 
it that they inculcate the right principles into the 
young and impressionable minds and hearts under 
their control. Parents are to bring up their children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

Fathers (or, as the word also means, "parents") 
are not to provoke their children to wrath, lest, as 
Col. 3:21 reads, they be discouraged. I suppose this 
means that parents should not tease their children 
till they get "mad," or demand things of them tin-
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reasonably, provoking the child to disobedience. They 
are to bring up the child in the nurture (discipline) 
and admonition (warning) of the Lord. On the one 
hand, the parents must exercise discipline over their 
children, training them, positively, aright in that 
which is for the children's highest spiritual and physi
cal good; on the other hand, they must warn them, 
negatively, against all that is harmful, dangerous, and 
evil. There must ever be the careful, constant training 
of the child so that it may walk in the right way, 
so that eventually the child may be brought to a 
saving knowledge of Christ through faith in the 
Scriptures taught it from its very birth, as it were 
(see 2 Tim. 3:15)- All parents know what a tremen

dous exercise is involved in bringing up one's children 
for Him, but also what a precious reward there is in 
seeing them turn to Christ, often very early in life. 
What a thrill to see them know and love the Lord, 
and in turn bringing up their own children for Him. 
Mothers and fathers have indeed a most precious task 
in bringing up their children in the fear of God. 
More power to them all! 

In verses 5 to 9, servants and masters are addressed. 
Again, of course, Christian slaves are spoken to, for 
only such would heed God's command. They are told 
to be obedient to their own masters according to the 
flesh. We might notice that a different word is used 
for obedience commanded to children and slaves, and 
that used for wives being subject to their husbands. 
The former word, hupakouo, is never used in relation 
to the obedience of a wife to her husband. In Tit. 
2:5 and 1 Cor. 14:34 where the English translation 



EPHESIANS 6; 1-9 15' 

gives "obedient" and "obedience," the Greek word 
in both cases is the same as that employed in Eph. 
5:22. So also in 1 Pet. 3:1. The fact that another word 
is used in every single case where obedience of wives 
to their husbands is in view, must have some signifi
cance, it seems to me. The word used in the case of 
the wife is hupotaso. The word used for children and 
slaves means to "listen to," as one would listen to 
orders that are issued. In the case of the word used 
for wives, the lexicon gives as some of its meanings: 
"to bring under the influence of," "to be submissive." 
It appears to me that the Spirit of God is making a 
difference between the obedience of a child and a 
slave, and the submission of a wife to her husband. 
The wife is not an inferior, as the child or servant is. 
So the husband is to expect submission from her 
rather as the result of the gracious influence he 
exercises over her, than of peremptory orders. Grace, 
kindness, and love on the part of the husband having 
its influence over the wife, would lead her to gladly 
submit. There is no thought of inferiority implied 
between the wife and the husband, as in the case of 
children and servants. The thought has often been 
expressed that the Lord God did not make Eve from 
Adam's head, that he should dominate her, nor from 
his feet, that he should trample upon her, but from 
his side; an indication that he is to protect her, love 
her, and care for her. 

CAPITAL AND LABOR (6:4-9) 

While the exhortation to servants is directly to 
slaves (for slavery was very common in the day these 
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letters of Paul were written), yet undoubtedly the 
same teaching applies to masters and men today. If 
all would take heed to the divine order here given, 
the never-settled issue between Capital and Labor 
would be solved. If all servants did an honest day's 
work, as here enjoined, and if all employers gave 
their servants that which is just and equal, (see Col. 
4:1), we would have no strikes. But in a world like 
this, only Christians take heed to these salutary 
directions; and even they do not always do so, other
wise it would not have been necessary for the Lord 
to incorporate these rules in His Word. This social 
problem of Capital and Labor is often mentioned in 
the New Testament Scriptures. As far as the servant 
is concerned, he is told to do his work honestly, not 
to serve with eye-service, as a man-pleaser, working 
only when the boss is around. According to Titus 2:10, 
the servant is not to purloin, to steal, whether he 
steal the boss's time or anything else. Very often men 
demand more wages today, but want to do less work 
for them. Christians should be conscientious in their 
work, doing it as unto the Lord, whose eye is ever 
upon each of His own. The Christian is to do the 
will of God from the heart, ever with the thought of 
pleasing the Lord. Right away this Hits any kind of 
work out of the realm of drudgery or monotony into 
that of holy service. Even the most menial of tasks 
becomes an honor if the doer realizes it is done for 
Him who loved us and gave Himself for us. It 
matters little what the Christian does; if it be done 
as unto Christ from the heart; it will glorify Him and 
will receive as sure a reward in the day of reckoning 
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as the most exalted Christian service or ministry. In 
fact, I fully believe that some lowly servant (perhaps 
only a girl serving in a kitchen) will receive a greater 
reward than many a prominent preacher, because 
her service was performed more as unto the Lord, and 
among much more trying and discouraging circum
stances. Our gracious God does not reward success, 
or greatness, or skill, but He rewards faithfulness. 
His word of praise will be: "Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant." And the apostle assures the 
servant here that whatsoever good thing any man 
doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether 
he be a mere slave or a free man. With God there is 
no respect of persons. On the other hand, as the 
apostle adds in Colossians, if any Christian do wrong 
in his place as a servant, he shall receive for the 
wrong that he has done. 

Masters are exhorted to remember that they also 
have a Master in heaven. They are to treat their 
employees as they would expect their Lord to treat 
them. And surely if a master keeps in mind how 
tender is the grace and forbearance which his Lord 
has ever shown towards him, he will be a kind and 
considerate employer. T o both servants and masters 
the blessed Lord Himself is always to be the Example 
and Pattern. 

THE SPIRITUAL WARFARE (6:10-18) 

Finally, at the close of this wonderful letter to the 
Ephesians, the Spirit of God charges the believer to 
fight the good fight of faith. The believer is seen 
in this Epistle, at its very opening, as seated in the 
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heavenlies in Christ. He himself is blessed with all 
spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ. Since 
we ourselves and our blessings are there, the Devil 
directs all his animosity against us in the heavenlies. 
It is not so much because of who we are, but because 
we belong to Christ, for in the Scriptures, Satan is 
shown to be the great antagonist of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Satan's great effort is directed toward keeping 
the believer out of the possession of his spiritual 
blessings. As of old the people of Israel met strong 
opposition after they crossed the Jordan into their 
promised land, so do believers today. As Israel was 
promised Canaan as an inheritance, so the believer of 
this dispensation has received the promise of an 
inheritance. This time it is not an earthly inheritance, 
but an heavenly one (1 Pet. 1:4); not a temporal 
one, but an eternal (Heb. 9:15)- In the first chapter 
to the Ephesians we read that that inheritance is ours 
in Christ, and that we have received the Holy Spirit 
as the earnest of it to enable us even now to lay 
hold of and enjoy our portion in Christ. The follow
ing chapters describe somewhat those vast spiritual 
riches that compose this spiritual property of ours, 
and now chapter six shows how the Devil opposes 
the Christian in his effort to make those precious 
heavenly things his own. As has so often been pointed 
out, Canaan of old in its spiritual meaning does not 
mean heaven itself, for Israel had to wage war when 
they got to Canaan, and there will be no war after 
the believer gets to heaven, at least not by the Church. 
Michael and his angels will wage a battle to cast 
Satan out of heaven (see Rev. 12:7-9), but the Chris-
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tian will not be involved in that fight. Thus the 
warfare of Israel in driving their enemies out of 
Canaan of old, speaks to us today of the spiritual 
fight of faith in which the Christian engages, so that 
he may make the riches of Christ his own for present 
enjoyment, and for making them known and real 
to others. This warfare is therefore not a warfare 
against flesh and blood (as our chapter states), but 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
world-rulers of this darkness, against wicked spirits 
in heavenly places. This strife is a spiritual one, as 
Israel's was physical. This war is for the possession 
of spiritual property, as theirs was for physical. This 
is for an heavenly inheritance, fought in a heavenly 
sphere, as theirs was for an earthly inheritance, fought 
on earth. In every way the contrast is sharp and clear. 
In the Bible the Christian is seen as having three 
great opposing forces confronting him—the world, the 
flesh, and the Devil. Only one of these he is told to 
fight. Instead of fighting the world and the flesh, he 
is told to run away from them, to flee. In 1 Tim. 
6:11 the believer is warned to "flee these things," 
and the context shows the things referred to are 
those connected with the world and its concerns. 
Then in 2 Tim. 2:22 we are urged to "flee youthful 
lasts." Here the flesh is in view, and again we are 
advised to turn our backs. Thus the proper Christian 
warfare is not in the realm of the world or of the 
flesh, but in the realm of spiritual truth. This is 
illustrated in Israel's history of old. Israel did not 
fight the Egyptians, but they fled from them. They 
were told to stand still and see the salvation of God; 
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to watch God do the fighting, as it were. So again 
in the wilderness Israel was not supposed to fight 
Amalek, which in Scripture is a type of "the flesh." 
They were not supposed to do any fighting in the 
desert, but to turn away from Amalek; as Peter puts 
it in 1 Pet. 2:11, "Abstain from fleshly lusts that war 
against the soul." Then, after the Christian turns 
away from the world and its seductions and attrac
tions, after he turns away from the flesh, with its sins 
and lusts, he is then spiritually fit to fight against 
his real enemy, Satan and all his hosts. He is never 
to turn away from Satan, never supposed to flee from 
him. The Lord Himself stood His ground when He 
met Satan face to face in the well-known wilderness 
temptation. Therefore, as has been often remarked, 
there is no armor provided for the back. The Chris
tian is never to draw back, as Heb. 10:38 says. There 
is never any discharge in this war. So long as the 
Church is upon earth we are to fight the good fight 
of faith, not only as individual Christians, but as a 
part of the Church of God. All warfare is of necessity 
in conjunction with others. An army is composed of 
many individuals, so here in Ephesians—the Church 
Epistle—the warfare is the joint warfare of all be
lievers in Christ. There is real strength in presenting 
a united front to the enemy, and we are bidden to 
do so. 

"STRONG IN THE LORD" (6:10) 

We need have no fear as to the outcome, for our 
Captain is a commander who has never been defeated, 
and never can be. We are to be strong in the Lord. 
As we read in connection with Joshua of old that 
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"no man would be able to stand before him all the 
days of his life" (Josh. 1:5), so with our blessed 
Joshua—Jesus. We can say with Paul :"Now thanks 
be unto God who always leadeth us in the triumph 
of Christ"; or again: "Thanks be unto God who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ; 
or: "We are more than conquerors through Him that 
loveth us." If the Christian will only follow on in 
the train of the Lord Jesus, he will ever be victorious 
in fighting this spiritual fight of faith. We are to be 
strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 
The Epistle has already brought us into touch with 
this power of His might. We were shown in chapter 
3:18 that the Holy Spirit strengthens the believer with 
might in the inner man. He is told to be filled with 
the Spirit. Yes, praise God, the Lord Jesus Himself 
goes before us as our Leader, and the Holy Spirit 
dwells within us to furnish the power needed for our 
spiritual life down here. As the writer of Hebrews 
loves to remind us, when he uses that exhortation 
"let us" so frequently, the Holy Spirit and I together 
are able to do exploits. Without Him I can do 
nothing; with Him everything. Whenever there is 
constant dependence, in human weakness, on the 
power of the Spirit of God, then victory is certain. 
"When I am weak, then am I strong." 

THE WHOLE ARMOR (6:11) 

We are to put on the whole armor of God. The 
armor—panoplia-—is a complete outfit, a whole suit. 
It does not include the shield or sword, because it 
adds that these are to be taken above all; literally, 
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"besides, or, in addition to all." In addition to the 
armor, the believer must take up the shield of faith 
and receive the helmet of salvation and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. In chapter 
one we learned that God puts the believer, in Christ, 
accepting him in the Beloved. In chapter four the 
Christian is told to put himself in Christ; he is to 
put on the new man, which is Christ. Now here in 
chapter six, once again the believer is to put on 
Christ—Christ as the armor that fits him for spiritual 
conflict. In chapter four the believer puts on Christ 
for his walk down here; in chapter six for his warfare. 
In chapter one the Christian is seen in Christ, and 
no longer connected with the world. In chapter four, 
in Christ, he is thus delivered from the flesh; in 
chapter six, in Christ he is able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. And it is only thus that we are 
safe, when we put on the whole armor of God, 

THE DETAILS OF THIS ARMOR (6:14,15) 

Christ is the truth that girds the loins, enabling us 
to walk a separated life for His glory, and thus not 
to stumble and fall. In 1 Pet. 1:13 the Christian is 
told to gird up the loins of his mind, so that he may 
be truly occupied with Christ and safe from the pit
falls and snares around. Christ, as the breastplate of 
righteousness, protects the heart. The matchless grace 
of God that provides us a perfect standing before 
God keeps our heart beating for Him, and stimulates 
us to live righteous lives. A Christian is vulnerable to 
Satan's darts if his life is not right, therefore the 
great need when engaging in conflict with Satan of 
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seeing to it that the life is right. Our feet are to be 
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. 
The gospel of peace enables us to stand and gives 
assurance and confidence. Sandals protected the feet, 
and kept them from becoming bruised. They enabled 
their wearer to keep on without becoming weary and 
unduly tired. So the peace of God garrisons our hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus, enabling the Chris
tian to stand and press forward in this spiritual 
battle. Then the helmet of salvation protects the 
mind. The precious truth of salvation—first of all 
from our sins, then during our whole life, and then 
the final salvation when our bodies too shall be re
deemed—protects our minds and steadies us to keep 
true to Him. And over all is the shield of faith, to 
still further prevent any of Satan's darts from entering 
anywhere; thus the believer is well furnished to face 
his great Antagonist. 

STAND, STAND, STAND (6:11-14) 

Now what does it mean to fight this spiritual war? 
Following the Old Testament analogy as presented 
in Israel's history, we learn there that they fought in 
order to possess themselves of the inheritance which 
was rightfully theirs. Even so we Christians fight this 
fight of faith to lay hold upon our inheritance, the 
spiritual riches that belong to us in Christ. Satan 
would seek to keep us from enjoying those precious 
things, and thus being able to pass them on to others, 
that they may enjoy them too. Our warfare is not 
merely an intellectual one. It is a fight for the 
precious possessions which we are to enjoy in our 
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hearts, and according to which we are to order our 
lives. Paul urged Timothy to keep that good thing 
which was committed unto him by the Holy Ghost 
(2 Tim. 1:14). Paul himself said at the end of his 
life that he had "kept the faith." No one entered 
more fully and experimentally into the grasp and 
appreciation of the depth of God's graces than Paul; 
therefore no life was ever lived, perhaps, as Christ
like as was his. And, inasmuch, as he fought so 
valiantly this spiritual war, he was capable of convey
ing these wondrous truths to others. Satan seeks by 
all means within his power to assail and overthrow 
the truth of God. And the surest way of doing so is 
to keep God's people from enjoying it for themselves, 
for if we do not know it in our own souls' inner 
experience, we shall never be able to maintain it or 
minister it to others. The Devil is a wily foe. He 
does not usually fight openly, but leads men astray 
by his wiles, his tricks. He has succeeded well in 
keeping many of God's saints from knowing much of 
these deeper truths of the Christian faith, of knowing 
much of the mystery of the Church, the Body of 
Christ, whose destiny is Heaven, and who is to be 
marked by heavenly-mindedness down here. Many 
Christians do not even attempt to engage in this 
spiritual warfare, but are content to live on an earthly 
plane. Christianity, heavenly in its origin and destiny, 
and which should be heavenly in its character, has 
degenerated into Christendom with its worldiness and 
low spiritual tone. The moment a believer rises to 
claim his spiritual birthrights, Satan will bitterly 
oppose him. Hence the urgent need of being garbed 
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in the whole armor of God. In verse 11 we are told 
to put on the whole armor of God in order to 
"stand." Then, after showing in verse 12 who our 
antagonists are and how formidable they are, the 
same exhortation is repeated and emphasized in verse 
13. This fight of faith is no push-over, but a sangu
inary battle; often a hand-to-hand conflict, spiritually 
speaking, as the figure of "wrestling" suggests. Four 
times over the Christian is told to stand, showing the 
danger of yielding, and the importance of maintain
ing the truth of God. This therefore is the Christian's 
true battle in life. It is not to make this world a 
better place to live in, or to engage in social welfare, 
but to enjoy for himself the truth of God and to 
pass it on to others. The believer is furnished with the 
sword of the Spirit which is said to be the Word of 
God. The word "Word" here does not mean the 
whole Bible as such, but the special message for the 
occasion. It has often been said that when our Lord 
was tempted of the devil in the temptation in the 
wilderness, He answered him each time with a passage 
from the Word of God. He did not just dismiss the 
enemy with a word of authority, as He might have 
done, but He silenced Satan with quotations from the 
Word of God. Thus He has left us an example, for 
we too can conquer the Devil in the same way. The 
three passages which our Lord quoted from the book 
of Deuteronomy were from chapter six to eight. It 
has been suggested that perhaps the Lord had read 
those chapters for the morning portion, and so He 
found an answer to Satan's wiles from that very part 
of Scripture. We too should read and study the 
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Word, so that we can meet all the Devil's insinuations 
with a "Thus saith the Word." 

THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT (6:17) 

The believer has the sword then for combatant 
service. A sword is for aggressive fighting, as the armor 
is for defensive. There is an interesting suggestion 
here that Satan knows he is a defeated foe when the 
Christian is so armed with God's Word, for it is 
stated that the Devil shoots fiery darts at the Chris
tian. Now darts are shot from a distance, and thus 
the intimation is that the Devil is afraid to come 
close to us. But when the Christian fights Satan he 
uses a sword, and for that it is necessary to go right 
up to one's opponent. This shows that the Christian 
with the Word of God in his hand does not need to 
fear even the Devil himself. As was said, this "Word 
of God" here does not mean the Word of God as a 
whole (the Bible), but it means some particular 
passage needed at some particular moment. Therefore 
the Christian needs more than just to have a Bible 
in order to fight this spiritual warfare. He must be 
well-equipped to handle the Word of God, he must 
be well acquainted with it through study and medi
tation, so that the Spirit can supply him with the 
needed portion or thought at the right time. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER (6:18) 

Finally, we are told: "Pray always with all prayer 
and supplication in the Spirit, and to watch thereunto 
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints." 
This verse indicates that the spiritual warfare waged 
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by the Christian is not to be fought by him as an 
isolated unit, but, as in every war, he should be 
united with all the other soldiers, so that the army 
can move forward with real power. Consistent with 
the theme of Ephesians, chapter six presents the 
Church as a mighty army, pressing on in this spiritual 
conflict, maintaining the Word of God in all its 
purity, and thus winning souls for Christ, snatching 
them from Satan and returning them to their rightful 
Owner, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We have here in this last chapter the whole set-up 
of an army. The Commanding General—the Lord 
Jesus. Power to operate—the Holy Spirit of God. 
Equipment—the whole armor. The supreme weapon 
—the Word of God. The signal corps—all prayer, 
which keeps us in constant touch with the base of 
supplies. How important prayer is in this connection! 
In modern warfare a very great deal depends on the 
communication system. A commanding officer on the 
fighting line must be able to keep in touch with 
supplies, and thus the signal system is of vital 
importance, so that he can make his needs known, 
and have food, ammunition, medicine, troops, etc., 
sent forward. Prayer fills that need in this spiritual 
war. The Christian is in constant communication with 
headquarters for everything. He not only prays for 
himself, but it is vital that all other branches of the 
service should be able to operate together to insure 
complete success. In physical warfare, the Air Corps, 
the Infantry, the Engineers, etc., each must do their 
part at the right time to insure victory. The believer 
also is dependent upon the partnership of all the 
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saints. So he prays not only for himself, but as our 
text says, for all saints. He prays the Lord of the 
harvest to send more laborers, to give his servants 
wisdom and grace, to heal those who are laid aside, 
to supply the right food for the believers, etc. How 
much need and opportunity there is for the harmoni
ous working together of all saints in this mighty 
spiritual conflict. Get into it, dear Christian; there is 
real glory to be gained in this war. Paul says that he 
had fought the good fight of faith, and that hence
forth there was laid up for him a crown of righteous
ness which the Lord, the righteous Judge, would give 
to him in that day, and to all those that love His 
appearing. That appearing will finish the war, for 
then He will come with the sword proceeding out of 
His mouth. Then He shall destroy His enemies, and 
cast the wicked leader of all these spiritual hosts of 
evil, of which we read here, into the lake of fire. 

EVEN PAUL VALUES THE PRAYERS OF OTHERS 
(6:19,20) 

Paul desires, in ver. 19, that the saints pray for 
him too, that he might have the ability and courage 
to open his mouth to make known the mystery of the 
gospel. If such an one as Paul felt he needed and 
craved the prayers of the Lord's people, how much 
more should each one of us value the prayers of 
the Lord's own for help in this mighty war. And 
how much more should we pray for all the Lord's 
people and for the Lord's servants. Paul was an 
ambassador in bonds, as he says in ver. 20. His 
faithfulness to Christ had made him a prisoner. But 
he was not for that reason on the retired list, for 
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he asks the saints to pray for him that he may still 
be able to preach the glorious news of the gospel, 
and the truth of the Church, as of the mystery 
committed to him. 

CLOSING REMARKS AND SALUTATIONS (6:21-24) 

This letter was sent to the Ephesians by Tychicus, 
a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord. 
Paul sent him to tell them everything about himself, 
and to comfort their hearts. He seems to suggest that 
the Ephesians were concerned as they thought of the 
apostle in his loneliness and imprisonment. How 
lovely and tender to read of the apostle from his 
prison in Rome sending a message to the Ephesians 
to comfort their hearts. Were we in similar circum
stances to the apostle, we would be expecting comfort, 
rather than be administering it to others. In this 
the apostle is like his Master. Paul also lived for 
others, and in some measure died for others, even as 
the Lord Jesus Christ did. 

This mighty Epistle closes then with brief personal 
notes and greetings and best wishes to the saints at 
Ephesus. The closing words are few, unlike those in 
some of the other Epistles. Perhaps the reason for 
1 his is that nothing might detract from the tremen
dous, marvelous revelations set forth in this glorious 
letter. May God grant to each of us a deeper appre
ciation of these precious truths, and give us a greater 
purpose of heart to value them and make them ours 
experimentally, and to defend and maintain them 
against all who would oppose our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


