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INTRODUCTION 

DANIEL—THE BOOK 

This fervent, fascinating book was written during 
Judah's captivity in the land of Babylon, to which 
country they were taken as foretold by the prophet 
Jeremiah, "And them that had escaped from the sword 
carried he [that is, the king of the Chaldeans] to Baby­
lon; where they were servants to him and his sons until 
the reign of the kingdom of Persia: to fulfil the word 
of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land 
had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay deso­
late she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years" 
(II Chron. 36:20, 21). 

As we know, there are four major prophets in the 
Old Testament record: two (Isaiah and Jeremiah) 
wrote previous to the captivity; the other two (Ezekiel 
and Daniel) prophesied during the exile. As there is a 
striking difference between the ministry of Isaiah and 
that of Jeremiah, so there is between that of Ezekiel 
and Daniel. Isaiah is well called the "gospel prophet," 
for his book rings with the glorious message of God's 
redeeming love. It is true that he also faces the nation 
with its sin and guilt, but this is not the theme of his 
book, while it certainly is that in Jeremiah's writing. 
Isaiah has much to say about the glorious Person of the 
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Christ, from His virgin birth to His matchless sacri­
ficial death, and on to His triumphant return to reign 
in power and glory. Jeremiah, on the other hand, is 
known as the "weeping prophet." His main burden is 
not the Person of the perfect Savior, but the sin of 
Israel—a crooked and perverse generation. Isaiah speaks 
to the heart, bringing a message of joy; Jeremiah speaks 
to the conscience, with a message of guilt and the need 
for repentance. It is precious indeed to realize that the 
ministry of Isaiah precedes that of Jeremiah, for grace 
ever comes before truth. Our holy Lord said, "For the 
law was given by Moses, but grace [first] and [then] 
truth came by Jesus Christ" (John 1:17). 

Sad to say, neither grace nor truth succeeded in 
bringing Judah to repentance, for "the wrath of the 
Lord arose against his people, till there was no remedy" 
(II Chron. 36:16). It is so in our day. Men despise the 
goodness and forbearance of God, paying heed neither 
to the warnings of coming judgment, nor to the offer 
of His pardoning grace. And I feel sure we are fast 
approaching the stage when the wrath of God shall arise 
against this wicked world. Why doesn't man learn, with 
the history of the ages to warn him? 

Ezekiel and Daniel wrote during the exile in Baby­
lon. As there are such clear-cut contrasts between the 
manner and message of Isaiah and Jeremiah, so there 
are also between those of Ezekiel and Daniel. Ezekiel 
sat by the captives of Israel (see Ezek. 1:1 and 3:15), 
while Daniel sat in the palace of the king of Babylon. 
Ezekiel occupied a very low place, Daniel a very exalted 
one. Ezekiel spoke considerably to the consciences of 
the people of Israel; Daniel spoke to the consciences of 
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the mighty gentile monarchs. Ezekiel warned of God's 
judgments on Israel in some of his utterances, but 
Daniel prophesied of the judgments to fall upon the 
gentile nations. 

Ezekiel describes how he saw the "appearance of 
the likeness of the glory of the Lord" (Ezek. 1:28) de­
part from Judah and her beloved city Jerusalem. He 
tells how it did so reluctantly, in stages. First, the glory 
went forth into the plain (Ezek. 3:23); second, the 
glory stood at the door of the temple (Ezek. 8:3, 4); 
third, it stood on the threshold of the house (Ezek. 
9:3); fourth, by the court of the temple (Ezek. 10:4); 
fifth, it stood at the east gate of the house (Ezek. 
10:19); and finally, sixth, the glory of the Lord went 
up from the midst of the city and stood upon the 
mountain which is on the east side of the city (the 
Mount of Olives), and from there it went up (Ezek. 
11:23, 24). 

When the glory of the Lord left Judah, the nation 
was left to the mercy of the Gentiles; their city of 
Jerusalem was wrecked, and the people slain, scattered, 
or taken captive. Now Daniel presents the exact reverse 
of Ezekiel's visions. The same Lord that left the land 
then (and left it again much later when He ascended 
to heaven from this same Mount Olivet) will return 
thither (Zech. 14:4). When He comes it shall not be, 
as in that dark past, to leave Israel to the fearful expe­
riences that befell them at the hands of their enemies, 
but it will be to deliver them and to blast their oppres­
sors, to take out of His Kingdom all that offend and 
do iniquity, and to reign in peace and in righteousness. 
Not then to have Jerusalem trodden down and de-
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stroyed, but to liberate it. And, while the Lord left 
them reluctantly, as we saw from Ezekiel's account, at 
His return there will be no hesitation. He will not 
come then in slow stages, but He will smite His 
enemies in a sudden, devastating storm of judgment. 
As the lightning flashes from one end of heaven to the 
other, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be (Matt. 
24:27). As Malachi puts it, "He . .shall suddenly come 
to his temple" (Mai. 3:1). 

Ezekiel's mission was to unfold and stress Israel's 
doom, which is now history; Daniel tells the glorious 
news of Israel's restoration and blessing, which is still 
future. So our God has for each of His servants a cer­
tain ministry to perform; He, in His infinite love, 
divides to every man severally as He will. Whether you 
or I sweep a street or rule an empire makes little differ­
ence; both demand that we serve Him faithfully. It is 
faithfulness that the Lord rewards. Both Ezekiel and 
Daniel had their faith tested; both knew a good deal 
of trials and suffering. No believer is exempt from the 
trial of faith, in a palace or in a hut. Just to serve our 
blessed Lord is an honor each one of us may well valuel 

The book of Daniel may also be profitably com­
pared with the book of the Revelation, since both are 
specifically devoted to foretelling the future. Following 
are some interesting and instructive contrasts, as well 
as comparisons, which may help to a clearer under­
standing of both books: 

Both were written by men who lived to a great 
age, possibly over ninety years. 

Both are called "beloved"; Daniel is said to be 
"a man greatly beloved" (Dan. 10:11), and the apostle 
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John is well-known as the "beloved disciple." 
Both speak of the future of the gentile nations. 
Both mention the eventual judgment of the gen­

tile nations. 
Both speak of the tribulation and persecution of 

the people of Israel. 
Both write of a period of three and one-half years 

—the time of Israel's "great tribulation." 
But there are significant differences. Many of 

Daniel's prophecies are now history, with the exception 
of the truth concerning the to-be-revived Roman em­
pire and its relation with Israel, which are still future 
as we shall see. John (beginning at the fourth chapter 
of Revelation) deals with events which are still in the 
future. Daniel emphasizes the history of the nations 
which is now past, John reveals their moral and polit­
ical future. 

Another vital comparison between Daniel and 
Revelation lies in the fact that both these books pre­
sent historical events, in general, in chronological order 
—the only prophetic books in the Bible to do so. Hence 
these books can be fairly easily understood. The strange 
thing is that many argue that Daniel and Revelation 
are too difficult to understand, when God says, "Blessed 
is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written 
therein: for the time is at hand" (Rev. 1:3). It is true 
that Daniel was told to "shut up the words, and seal 
the book," but this was only until "the time of the 
end" (Dan. 12:4). Today we have reached that "end 
time," hence John is told not to seal the book for the 
"time is at hand" (Rev. 22:10). The explanation of 
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these two apparent contradictory orders is simple. For 
Israel (and all unsaved) the Bible (with its prophecies) 
is still a sealed book, because they are blinded by the 
god of this world; hence they cannot see (Rom. 11:7-10, 
25). This is not true of believers in Jesus. We can and 
should understand these great prophecies of Scripture, 
for to us the Holy Spirit reveals their scope and 
meaning. 

The book of Daniel is a book of prophecy; pro­
phecy is but history written before it happens. Of 
course, the enemy of souls has sought all through the 
years to deny the authenticity of God's holy Word, for, 
says he in his ignorant wisdom, it is impossible to know 
beforehand things that are to happen many years later. 

If it weren't so sad it would truly be ludicrous to 
hear vain philosophers reason thus. Can you think of 
greater conceit than to say that because I don't know 
the future, therefore no one else can know? That's the 
unbalanced pride of the intellectual. God is ruled out 
of His own realm; no one, not even God, must be per­
mitted to know more than they do. 

The believer, of course, finds here no problem at 
all. Our holy Lord said that Daniel wrote this book, 
and that settles it (Matt. 24:15). There are, neverthe­
less, a number of proofs to substantiate that this is truly 
a prophetical book. For instance, we know that the 
Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old 
Testament, was in existence somewhere in the neigh­
borhood of 260 B.C.; at least one hundred years before 
Antiochus Epiphanes came upon the scene. Yet this 
book describes his character and rule in detail (Dan. 
11:21-35), as we shall see in our study. It has been 



INTRODUCTION 11 

noticed by others that when Alexander the Great came 
to Jerusalem in 332 B.C. the Jewish high priest showed 
him the prophecies of Daniel which greatly impressed 
that famous commander. Josephus, the Jewish historian, 
records this, and it is not likely that he went out of his 
way to prove the genuineness of the book of Daniel. 
We may call attention as we go along to other places 
where Daniel's prophetical powers are unmistakably 
demonstrated. 

The composition of the book of Daniel is quite 
clear. It is divided in the middle with each section hav­
ing six chapters. In the first six, attention is called to 
prominent rulers—Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon; 
Belshazzar, viceroy of the empire; and Darius the Mede. 
In the events unfolded, in Daniel's interpretations of 
the dreams, and in his experiences we read the history 
of the gentile nations. This is known as the "times of 
the Gentiles," both in what is now history and also in 
those events which are still future. Thus we have the 
history of the nations of the world, especially in their 
bearing upon the people of Israel, while that unhappy 
nation at present is "Lo-ammi," not His people (Hos. 
1:9). Two features stand out in this history—the charac­
ter and the conduct of those empires, and their rulers. 
Though God's people Israel during those thousands of 
years have been cast off as God's peculiar people, yet 
God is deeply interested in them, and His eyes are ever 
upon them. They shall be His earthly people forever, 
and the book of Daniel closes with that blessed day 
in view. 

As the first six chapters present the "times of the 
Gentiles" (Luke 21:24) in story, the last six chapters 
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give the same thought in visions and revelations given 
to Daniel, but with added detail. 

DANIEL—THE MAN 

God saw fit, for these important revelations, to 
choose a young lad, at the time he was carried captive 
to a strange country perhaps about fourteen years old. 
This young boy grew into manhood and eventually to 
a ripe old age, ever marked by an unblemished char­
acter; and, as with our blessed Lord, they could find 
no fault in him. One can but admire and marvel at his 
purpose of heart, his poise, pluck, purity, and power. 
Of the prominent men of the Old Testament whom we 
may consider types of the Lord Jesus Christ, Daniel is 
the only one of whom no sin or failure is recorded. 
Even men like Moses or Joseph betray at times failures 
so common to us all, but not so in Daniel's case. I 
believe we may see in him in many ways a type of 
Christ, and I think we shall find in our study that it 
is just so he is presented to the eye of faith. He takes 
no place of superiority above his people, but humbly 
confesses sins of which he personally could not have 
been guilty. Of course, like the rest of us, he was a 
sinner, for all have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God. It is encouraging and challenging to realize 
that, if he could live such an outstanding life of holiness 
and devotion to God, then the same is open to all of 
us. We shall see more of him, and of Him whom he 
pictures, as we proceed. 
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DANIEL—THE PROPHET 

I know of no prophet in the Old Testament who 
seemed to enter more fully into the mind of Christ 
than did Daniel. His is no mere technical, formal min­
istry, but something into which he enters with all his 
heart and soul; as one listens to his impassioned prayer 
in chapter nine, one is stirred to the depths. Listen to 
his vibrant closing plea, "O Lord, hear; O Lord, for­
give; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own 
sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called 
by thy name" (9:19). Doesn't this outburst make you 
feel ashamed of your cold and listless prayers? 

Daniel not only heard the Lord speaking to him 
but he saw visions of great importance; he felt their 
force, and they led to his deep pity for his people, to 
passion and pleading. Though himself but little guilty 
of the sins of the nation, yet he shares their guilt and 
expresses this in his prayers; he is one with them in 
their sad state and the responsibility therefor. Is it not 
so with our blessed Lord Himself, Who, being Himself 
absolutely sinless, yet makes our sins His own? He prays 
about His sins (Psalm 38:4 among other verses); He 
did not impute our trespasses unto us, but charged 
Himself with our sins. Thus, truly, the "spirit of Christ" 
(I Peter 1:10-12) which dwelt in all of God's prophets 
was particularly real in Daniel's attitude. If he is not a 
type of Christ (and I believe he is), certainly his ways 
and his words are those of Christ Himself. May we too 
be burdened with a deep sadness for the spiritual condi­
tion among Christians, such as Daniel felt for his people. 
If this book could be effective in so burdening hearts, 
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then our study will result in much greater benefit than 
a mere knowledge of events could impart. 

DANIEL—THE PRIME MINISTER 

Daniel occupied a very high position for sixty years 
and more. Yet he did not allow it to go to his head. 
He was able to be high up and still stay low down, 
which is not an easy job. No doubt the secret lies in 
that he was a man of prayer. With heavy responsibilities 
on his shoulders as the active head of state, he made it 
his business to pray three times a day. He seemed to be 
a strong believer in spiritual meals as well as material 
ones. He was scrupulously honest in all his ways in the 
post he occupied, so that even his enemies had to say, 
as the enemies of our holy Lord were forced to say of 
Him, "We find no fault in him" (Dan. 6:4, 5; Luke 
23:4). He is one politician who managed to eliminate 
the almighty dollar from his program. 

I imagine one thing Daniel ever kept before him 
is the meaning of his name, "God is my judge." It is 
well to remember that God is our judge. The sinner 
will have to stand before that great white throne in that 
day, to be consigned to eternal perdition. The Christian 
shall also be judged, not for his sins, but to have his 
life reviewed at the judgment seat of Christ. Our lives 
should be lived ever in view of that day, so that we may 
hear Him say to us, "Well done, good and faithful 
servant." And we should live also with a view of judg­
ment in the present; for the believer judgment begins 
at the house of God. So it is well for each one of us to 
remember that God is my judge—right now in the way 
of discipline and correction, by and by for appraisal 
and reward. 



1 
DANIEL AND HIS FRIENDS 

Jeremiah had told Jehoiakim, king of Judah, of 
the imminent deliverance of Judah and Jerusalem into 
the hand of the king of Babylon (Jer. 27:5-11). In 
accordance with this prophecy Nebuchadnezzar came 
to Jerusalem the first time (606 B.C.), and Daniel, with 
other captives, was taken to Babylon. Isaiah had spoken 
of this long before when he said to King Hezekiah, 
"Of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou 
shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be 
eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon" (Isa. 
39:7). Nebuchadnezzar made a second invasion eight 
years later (598 B.C.) at which time he came to Jeru­
salem and carried Jehoiakim in fetters to Babylon (II 
Chron. 36:5-7). Jeremiah warned the next king, Zede-
kiah, of impending judgment from Babylon (Jer. 
34:2-5), and in accordance with this Nebuchadnezzar 
came the third time (587 B.C.), eleven years after the 
previous visit. He took Zedekiah to Babylon after first 
slaying his sons before his eyes and then putting out 
those eyes forever (II Kings 25:1-7). 

Jerusalem was trodden down by Nebuchadnezzar's 
armies; the temple and the city were burned with fire 
(II Kings 25:9). Thus the times of the Gentiles had 
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their inception about 600 B.C. and have continued ever 
since. Here only a small number of Israelites, com­
paratively speaking, were carried away. But later on, 
under the Romans, the whole nation was driven out 
and scattered. As Luke 21:24 predicted, many thou­
sands of Jews fell by the edge of the sword, others were 
led away captive into all nations, and Jerusalem has 
been trodden down of the Gentiles. This dispersion 
took place in A.D. 70. And the end is not yet. For, 
though Israel is again a nation in her own land, yet the 
most awful "treading down" is awaiting God's ancient 
people in the great tribulation now probably near at 
hand. Not until that is past shall the "times of the Gen­
tiles" come to an end. 

Daniel was probably of royal blood, of "the king's 
seed" (v. 3). He was an attractive young lad, well edu­
cated, and fit to stand in the presence of the king. Praise 
God, the same is true of every believer in Jesus, in our 
God's sight anyway, and that's what counts. The Holy 
Spirit indwelling guarantees a true education and im­
parts true wisdom; it also enables the believer to live a 
blameless life, fit to stand in the presence of the King 
of kings. It also fits him to render efficient and accept­
able service to his Lord. All that's needed more is what 
Daniel had—"purpose of heart." He had plenty of that 
and so should we I 

Daniel and his companions had to be trained for 
three years. In the service of the king proper qualifica­
tion is of vital importance; this is so in the service of 
our King. They were given the king's meat and the 
king's wine, but they refused it. It came from the 
wrong king. The believer can feast upon the King's 
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meat—the rich provision found in God's precious Word 
—for the believer should know how to chew his food, 
not swallow down everything he hears (Heb. 5:12-14). 
And we can feast, and should do so, upon the "King's 
wine," for the joy of the Lord should fill our souls. 
How fair and fat we'd look if we did; how prosperous 
we'd be spiritually. 

Look at these four young men —Daniel, whose 
name means "God is my judge"; Hananiah, "Beloved 
of the Lord"; Mishael, "Who is like God?"; and Azariah, 
"The Lord is my help." Such lovely names, and how 
these young men were to need the spiritual strength 
their names suggest in the fearful days ahead. They 
were to prove that they were truly beloved of the Lord, 
that there is no god like their God, and that He would 
be their help in time of need. But we learn here that 
even as the Lord gives me a new name when I am saved 
by His grace and I get a blessed change from sinner to 
saint, so the devil works at that too; he believes in the 
change of one's name. Each of these four young men 
was given a new name connected with heathen and 
idolatrous worship, no doubt with the intent of making 
them live up to these new names, and forgetting all 
about this God of Israel (so weak that He could not 
keep them out of bondage). But the sequel proved that 
such hope was in vain. These young fellows wouldn't 
live up to their new names, but reveled in the power 
and the glory of their real names. They did not dis­
honor the names God had given them, and may we 
have the courage to be true to the new name we have 
received—true to the Christ Whose name we bear. May 
we uphold its glory everywhere we gol 
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Daniel and his friends had faith, but God always 
will test faith; the trial of faith is an experience every 
believer passes through. When the test came Daniel 
purposed that "he would not." It's great to be able to 
say "No." We are told in Titus 2:12 to deny ungodli­
ness and worldly lusts, and this word "deny" means to 
"say no." Not to be able to say "no" emphatically is a 
very serious fault in Christian character. Daniel appar­
ently took the lead in this decision, as he did on other 
occasions as found in this book. It is a fine thing for 
one to set the example, to be a leader, that others may 
have the courage to follow. Daniel purposed in his 
heart. It was not just a question of nonconformity; no, 
it was a stand taken from a deep sense of what was due 
to God and His honor. He could not eat the meat and 
drink the wine, because God's Word had forbidden it 
to him. It may well have been meat offered to idols 
or meat that was unclean to a Jew and strictly forbidden 
by the law. Daniel did not bluntly refuse to obey the 
king's command, but he requested leave to refrain, and 
we may be sure he had prayed earnestly that the Lord 
would incline the one in charge to grant his request. 
Verse nine says that God had brought Daniel into favor 
and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs; how 
lovely to see this. How wonderful when our lives are 
so that even those who do not know the Savior recog­
nize that there is something extra special about us. 

When Melzar, under whose charge they were, 
speaks of his fears for his own life, Daniel asks for a 
test. He is ready to have his faith put to the proof; his 
confidence is in God, and of course it was not mis­
placed. God loves to have us put Him to the test, as He 
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puts us. "Give us pulse to eat and water to drink," said 
Daniel. They tell us that pulse was a vegetable dish, 
probably peas and/or beans. That kind of diet would 
not suit us today; we're so used to our luscious meals, 
much of which we would be better off without. I'm 
afraid many of us haven't enough Christian fortitude 
to deny ourselves such trifling things as eatables; much 
less are we willing to suffer in more serious matters 
for Christ's sake. Our faith and courage are pretty weak-
kneed, I'm afraid. 

Daniel had courage and devotion and he did not 
lose by it, witness the scarlet, the golden chain, the 
prime minister's robes later on. So shall we gain in the 
end, for the trial of faith shall be found some day unto 
praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ. 

As for those four young men, God gave them 
knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom, and 
Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams 
(v. 17). Yes, God gave these youths knowledge and 
wisdom, and He is as ready to do so for any today who, 
as these young men did, make up their minds and 
hearts to seek first the kingdom of God. God gives to 
those whom He sees have the desire and longing to be 
true to Him and His Word, and desire to serve Him. 
The king communed with them and found them far 
superior to all the others (v. 20). Oh, that we might so 
respond to Him, that when the Lord communes with 
us He may find us outstanding and upstanding Chris­
tians, yet humble servants of His. And so Daniel began 
his long, honorable life in the service of earthly kings, 
and in the service of the King of kings, the One he 
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knew and loved in heaven above. 
The opening chapter thus introduces us to "that 

Daniel" (5:13), the man with purpose of heart and 
pluck to carry purpose into performance; the man with 
the faith to prove God, whose pulse beat stronger on 
a diet of pulse; the man who needed no prophet to fore­
cast how profitable a life like his could and would be. 
May we imitate him as he sets before us a true imitation 
of Christ. 



2 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM 

The king dreamed and later was reminded that he 
had dreamed about a great image set up on the earth. 
God often spoke in dreams when as yet there were no 
written Scriptures. And He spoke to this king, although 
there were a number of Bible books then in existence, 
because Nebuchadnezzar knew nothing of God's Word. 
It is not safe to depend on dreams now for divine guid­
ance or instruction, because God now speaks through 
His complete, written Word. The king could not recall 
his dream, which served at least a double purpose: first, 
to prove the devil is a cheat and does not know the 
future; and second, to bring the king in touch with the 
living God, His mighty power, and His grace. 

What made him dream? It has been suggested that 
the monarch might have heard of Jeremiah's prophecy 
as recorded in chapter 27 of his book, saying that all 
lands would be put into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar 
the king of Babylon, and that all nations were to serve 
him, his son, and his son's son (Jer. 27:6, 7). It may 
have given him those ideas of grandeur he saw in his 
dream. Daniel told him that God had showed the king 
things that were to come "hereafter" (v. 29). 

The king is irked because his wise men prove to 
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be not so wise and, being a despot, he sends forth the 
word that the whole group of them is to be slain. From 
Nebuchadnezzar's point of view Daniel and his com­
panions are included among the magicians and sooth­
sayers, so they too must die. Daniel, after speaking to 
the executioner, goes in to the king and bids for time, 
assuring him that he will tell the king his dream and 
give him the interpretation thereof. Again we are im­
pressed by his absolute faith in God; there is no note 
of uncertainty in his assurance to the king. Truly, faith 
in God is the only sure thing in this unsure world. Now 
Daniel gets in touch with his three fellow believers 
and shares his burden with them, as later on he would 
share his honors with them (w. 17, 18, 49). It is ever 
so; those who share in the trials and burdens of the 
Cross shall share in the glory by and by. Now these 
four young men are on their knees before God; what a 
beautiful sight this is! Then the secret is revealed to 
Daniel (v. 19), and he praises the God of heaven. He 
does not rush pell-mell into the presence of the tyrant 
on his throne; he does not forget that answered prayer 
calls for unfeigned thanksgiving to God. Verses 20-23 
record his sevenfold outburst of praise to God. Read 
these stirring verses! 

And now the prophet goes in to the king, and in 
reply to the king's query whether he is able to make 
known the dream and to interpret it, he humbly says, 
"There is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and 
maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall 
be in the latter days" (v. 28). He humbly effaces him­
self, and when man hides himself God will reveal Him­
self. Daniel says there is a God in heaven who knows 
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and reveals secrets; he and his three companions have 
been praying to the God of heaven and praising Him 
(w. 18, 19). Later on Nebuchadnezzar, king over much 

of the earth, learns that the King of heaven is mightier 
than he (chap. 4:47), and that all men should praise, 
honor, and extol Him. 

The dream is told by Daniel, and one can imagine 
the utter astonishment of this monarch as the whole 
dream is vividly brought back to his memory by this 
stripling. Yes, that's it; it's all there; but now, what 
does it all mean? And he continues to listen, ever 
deeper impressed by the account of his own empire and 
the prophecy of three others to follow. God knows, as 
Daniel concludes his tremendous interpretation with 
these words, " . . .the great God hath made known to 
the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the 
dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure" 
(v. 45). 

And now here is Daniel's (or, rather, God's) divine 
interpretation of these tremendous facts of history and 
prophecy of the now past, and also the future still 
ahead of us. 

This is the dream; and we will tell the inter­
pretation thereof before the king. 

Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God 
of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and 
strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children 
of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowl 
of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and 
haul made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this 
head of gold. 

And after thee shall arise another kingdom 
inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of 
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brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 
And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: 
forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth 
all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall 
it break in pieces and bruise. 

And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, 
part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom 
shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the 
strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the 
iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the 
feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the 
kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 
And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry 
clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of 
men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even 
as iron is not mixed with clay. 

And in the days of these kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces and con­
sume all these kingdoms and it shall stand forever. 

Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, and that 
it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold; the great God hath made 
known to the king what shall come to pass here­
after; and the dream is certain, and the interpreta­
tion thereof sure (Dan. 2:36-45). 

We might note first that the image represents four 
great consecutive empires, the first of which, as Daniel 
told the open-mouthed king, is the Babylonian empire 
with Nebuchadnezzar then at its head. "Thou , " Daniel 
tells him, "art this head of gold." T h e other three are 
left unmentioned here, bu t in the eighth chapter we 
are told that the Medo-Persian and Grecian empires 
were to follow the Babylonian. Both here and also in 
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the eighth chapter the fourth empire, which we, of 
course, now know to have been the Roman empire, is 
left unidentified by name. Later on we shall see the 
reason for this. 

Secondly, we must not fail to notice that the image 
deteriorates from head to toe—from the head of gold 
to the feet of mixed iron and clay. Here is a simple yet 
vital lesson and one so greatly ignored by this proud 
world. The lesson is that everything in this world of 
sin and corruption goes to pieces; nations rise and fall; 
bodies grow old and die; everything that man ever has 
anything to do with fails. Evolution the infidel talks 
about is just a vain dream. In contrast, how precious it 
is to look at another "image," a divine One; you can 
read about it in the Song of Solomon (5:10-16). It is 
the portrait of our blessed Lord, who is said to be the 
"express image" of God (Heb. 1:3). There is no deter­
ioration here; His head is of fine gold, and His feet 
are of fine gold (w. 11, 15). From His Godhead glory 
on the throne of the universe to His lowly, humble 
walk on earth where those feet once trod—those beauti­
ful feet—all is pure gold. Praise God, He shall stand 
forever; He shall destroy all other images, including 
the one of our study, and at those feet every knee 
shall bow. 

Nebuchadnezzar's dominion was to be succeeded 
by the Medo-Persian one which Daniel interprets as 
being "inferior" (v. 39), represented in the image by 
the breast and arms of silver. Silver is of less value than 
gold, and it is in this way that the kingdom was inferior. 
It was not less important in extent, for, as a matter of 
fact, it reached wider than the Babylonian power had 
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done. Nebuchadnezzar's was a mighty dictatorship— 
"whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept 
alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom he 
would he put down" (5:19). But the second empire— 
the Persian—was a limited monarchy; chapter six shows 
that even its mighty rulers were bound by their own 
laws, something which would have been incompre­
hensible to a man like Nebuchadnezzar. In that way 
the Medo-Persian empire was an inferior one. 

The third kingdom was the Grecian empire, and 
that in turn was followed by the Roman. Note that 
while the value of the metals in the image decreases, 
their strength increases. Silver is worth less than gold 
and makes less show, as is true with brass over against 
silver, but each metal is stronger than the one before. 
Silver is stronger than gold, brass than silver, and iron 
than any of the others. The fourth kingdom was to 
prove itself stronger than any of the others. It is need­
less to say how perfectly this was borne out in the sub­
sequent history of those four powers. Rome, by all odds, 
became the most powerful, well-organized nation that 
ever ruled, considering its limited size. 

Since the third kingdom—the Grecian empire—is 
foreshadowed by the body and the thighs of brass, the 
fourth empire is seen in the legs of iron and the feet 
part of iron and part of clay. 

Here is a dream God-given. Even today men dream 
of a world that is getting better, but God shows that it 
is getting worse. Man talks of, and boasts of, his ac­
complishments; God foretells the destruction of all 
society, as the Stone smashes the whole thing to bits. 

The two legs represent the two divisions of the 
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old Roman empire—one part with its headquarters in 
Rome, the other with its capital in Constantinople. 
History tells us that Constantinople became the capital 
of the eastern half of the Roman empire. Since this 
happened hundreds of years after Daniel prophesied 
this, it shows that this revelation is truly from God, for 
only He could have known this. The legs are the long­
est part of a body, and they were made of iron, suggest­
ing that the Roman empire was both the longest and 
the strongest of them all; how perfectly history has 
established these two facts. 

But now, what of the two feet with their ten toes 
(v. 41)? Nothing in Rome's past history answers to this. 
We have not far to seek to get the solution to this prob­
lem. In chapter seven we learn of this same fourth king­
dom, under the figure of a wild beast with ten horns. 
The ten toes and the ten horns must be identical in 
meaning. And when we turn to the New Testament we 
come across those same ten horns again in Revelation 
twelve and seventeen. Notice that this beast (and it is 
without question the same beast seen in Daniel 7:7) is 
seen in both places with seven heads and ten horns 
(Rev. 12:3; 13:1; 17:3). 

Note, however, this vital difference: in Revelation 
12:3 the crowns are upon the seven heads; in 13:1 the 
crowns are upon the ten horns. Chapter 12 refers to 
the Rome of the past; it speaks of the birth of Christ 
and Satan standing ready to devour Him as soon as He 
was born, which destruction Herod sought to carry 
out after our Savior's birth. Here the heads are seen 
crowned. Revelation 17 tells us that the seven-headed 
Rome was the Rome of John's day, for even then five 



28 DANIEL, T H E MAN AND THE MESSAGE 

of those heads (or kings) had already fallen, while the 
sixth was already in power (Rev. 17:9, 10). But chapter 
13 of Revelation refers to the to-be-revived Roman 
empire of the future, for the crowns are here upon the 
ten horns, answering to the ten toes of our chapter in 
Daniel. We know this is future, for Revelation 17 shows 
that there is yet to rise a ten-kingdom confederacy of 
nations with the capital and its head in Rome. 

It is Rome, for that is the city where the woman— 
the Roman Catholic church—sits (Rev. 17:9). Ten 
powers will unite under the mighty leadership of a 
coming superman called the "beast" of Revelation 13 
and 17. It is future, for John tells us that those kings 
have received no kingdom as yet. No such Roman 
confederacy has ever existed in the world; hence the 
ten horns of Revelation and the ten toes of Daniel are 
still ahead. Revelation 17 shows that they will be 
destroyed at the coming of Christ (Rev. 19). This is 
shown also in our chapter of Daniel by the stone smiting 
the image of its feet. Of course, the Stone is none other 
than our Lord Jesus Christ, and the destruction will 
take place at His coming; hence the ten toes of this 
image point on to the future. How it lifts our hearts 
in praise to our God as we hear Him telling us all this 
many centuries before it was to come to pass; He is the 
God of infinite wisdom and all His purposes shall be 
fulfilled. 

Daniel describes the future empire as being part 
of iron and part of clay. Iron and clay don't mix, so 
there is an inherent weakness in this future confederacy. 
It is not a monarchy nor a dictatorship in the fullest 
sense of the word, but a coalition of nations, and thus 
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it partakes of the weakness that always must result from 
the people taking the government into their hands. 
God's ideal kingdom is a monarchy; the Lord Jesus 
shall reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

Look once more at this great statue which Nebu­
chadnezzar saw in his dream. From head to toe it covers 
a period of more than 2500 years, for its history is not 
yet complete. It began about 600 years B.C. and the end 
is not yet, though possibly very close. Look at it again 
and you will see a long gap between the two legs and 
the ten toes. The legs came to an end about A.D. 400, 
and the toes have not come into existence as yet, so 
there is a space of at least 1500 years between the legs 
of iron and the toes of iron and clay. 

However, after the church of God goes home to 
glory, Rome will be revived; we probably see fore-
shadowings of this in NATO and in other features. 
The coming empire eventually will become the bitter 
persecutor of God's people Israel; it will annihilate the 
false church, as foretold in the seventeenth chapter of 
Revelation. And then Christ shall come in mighty 
power, as the "stone.. .cut out without hands" of our 
chapter (v. 34), and He will utterly destroy all rebellion 
and will reign supreme. He smites the image on its 
toes (not on its head, or breast, or even its legs—notice 
the perfection of Scripture—for those governments do 
not exist when Christ comes back). The Stone that men 
have fallen over and stumbled over for centuries shall 
then fall on them. All sorts of foolish interpretations 
have been made concerning this stone, some even teach 
that the stone represents Christ as preached in the gos­
pel, ever expanding till finally the whole world is saved, 
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as the stone became a mountain and filled the whole 
earth. Others say the stone refers to Christ's coming at 
His birth, but certainly then, rather than destroying 
Rome, He suffered shame and reproach under its rule, 
and was scourged and crucified at its orders. The ten 
toes can only picture the Rome of the future; when 
Christ, the mighty Stone, comes, He does not come to 
save but to take vengeance on His enemies. As He Him­
self so graphically declared, speaking of Himself as the 
"Stone" the builders had rejected, "Whosoever shall 
fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever 
it shall fall, it will grind him to powder" (Matt. 21:44). 

The king made Daniel a great man (v. 48), though 
he already was that in a deeper sense. I'm sure Daniel 
valued God's approval of him much more than that of 
the king, yet it is well when men recognize one's worth. 
He gave Daniel a high position and bestowed honors 
and wealth upon him. But Daniel did not forget his 
three friends and desired to see them recognized also. 
How much this is like our Lord; surely here again the 
spirit of Christ in Daniel shines forth. Daniel did not 
want to enjoy his honors alone, so our Lord shares His 
glory with His own, as He said, "The glory which thou 
gavest me I have given them" (John 17:22). 



3 
T H E FIERY TRIAL OF FAITH 

One might put over this chapter the caption, 
"History repeats itself." God does not see fit to reveal 
to us or to others our immediate future nor yet the 
imminent future of the nations during this age of grace, 
but He has revealed in this book and through many of 
the Old Testament prophets the ultimate future of 
Israel, as well as that of the world and, yes, in one 
instance at least, the prospect of His church. As for us, 
His redeemed people today, He has been pleased to 
divulge the thrilling fact that our Lord Jesus is going 
to come again and take us Home to be forever with 
Himself. "For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord" (I Thess. 4:16, 17). So far as I know this is the 
only event foretold relating to the church, and that is 
its departure from this world—the hope of the church 
we speak of as the "rapture." But the Bible has a great 
deal to say about the future of the gentile nations and 
the future of Israel, and Daniel is one of the instruments 
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God has seen fit to employ for that purpose. 
The chapter now before us, concerned with the 

great image Nebuchadnezzar had set up, gives us a most 
interesting forecast of the events of the last days when 
God will again deal with His people Israel. It sets forth 
the worship of the image and the consequent persecu­
tion of all who refuse to bow down thereto; this can be 
compared to the worship of the beast spoken of in 
Revelation (Rev. 13:14-17). Nebuchadnezzar conceived 
the idea of cementing his widely scattered empire by 
creating a unified worship—the worship of himself, for 
there seems little doubt that in his big golden statue 
he had himself in view. Political power was to become 
more absolute by religious ecumenicity. What a graph­
ic picture of things we already see in our own day I 
Right now we have both political and religious ecu­
menical (worldwide) movements, foreshadows of the 
day when a great dictator shall arise, called the "beast" 
in Revelation 13:1, who seeks to unify and strengthen 
his power by demanding worship (Rev. 13:12-17). 
Revelation 13 describes the worship of the future super­
man, the ruler of the empire to come; and this worship 
also is in connection with an image, as in Daniel. That 
worship will trigger the fearful persecutions of the 
"great tribulation." Just as in Daniel 3, many will then 
refuse to bow and shall be made to feel the fiery flames 
of the "burning fiery furnace"—the fires of persecution. 
Let us compare Daniel 3 with Revelation 13: 

1. A great image is erected, and all are ordered to 
worship it (Dan. 3:5). There is an image set up and 
men are told to worship it (Rev. 13:14, 15). 

2. Those who refuse to bow were to be instantly 
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killed (Dan. 3:6; Rev. 13:15). 
3. The measurements of Nebuchadnezzar's image 

were 60 by 6 cubits (Dan. 3:1). The world dictator also 
has the number 6 attached to him; his number is 6 6 6 
(Rev. 13:18). The number 6 in the Bible speaks of 
man's labor and failure to reach the number 7, which 
suggests perfection. All man's powers, pride, and pres­
tige must come to naught. God has man's number and 
some day his days will be numbered. 

4. The dictator of Daniel was guilty of two glar­
ing sins—idolatry, for he demanded worship which 
belongs only to God (Dan. 3:5); and impiety, when he 
defied the true and living God (Dan. 3:15). The same 
two crimes are laid against the dictator of Revelation. 
He accepts divine worship (13:4, 15) and he is guilty 
of blasphemy against God (13:5). 

5. Nebuchadnezzar conceived the idea of uniting 
the many lands under his control into a stronger power 
by establishing a united religion, for nothing binds men 
so securely as religious bonds. The dictator of Revela­
tion 13 operates on exactly the same psychology. 

6. Nebuchadnezzar is the first mighty despot of the 
gentile nations seen in the Scriptures; the tyrant of 
Revelation 13, called the "beast," will be the last. 
Nebuchadnezzar was reduced to a beast, as seen in 
Daniel 4:32, 33, type of the future "beast" of Revelation 
13:12 and 17:7. 

Now let us take a closer look at the stirring events 
of our chapter. The king of Babylon set up a gigantic 
image of a man, made of gold (v. 1). In his dream, 
narrated and interpreted in the previous chapter, 
Daniel told him that he, Nebuchadnezzar, was that 
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head of gold. Probably as the result of this the king 
got big ideas and decided to erect this great image of 
himself. He was not content to be just the head only, 
as in that dream image of his; no, now he wanted to be 
the whole thing, and all of it of gold. He confessed to 
Daniel (2:47) that Daniel's God was a God of gods and 
Lord of kings. He did not own Him as "the" God but 
only as "a" God. His confession did not go very deep, 
for in the setting up of this golden statue he took the 
place of the supreme God to Whom all worship must 
be addressed. At least seven times in this chapter the 
nations are told that Nebuchadnezzar had "set up" the 
image. Ah, how proud man loves the place of exalta­
tion! We see here the deification of man who sets him­
self up as God. We see exactly the same thing in the 
coming tribulation (Rev. 13). The beast is worshipped 
as God, and the name of the true God is blasphemed 
by him (w. 4-6). And we see this same trend right now, 
for everywhere man exalts himself and rules God, as it 
were, out of His own realm. Four times (w. 5, 7, 10, 
and 15) we have a repetition of the list of musical 
instruments composing this Satanic orchestra which is 
to put the worshippers into the proper emotional mood 
to fall down before that which the devil has set up. We 
don't need to remind you that in the religious Babylon 
of our day elaborate rituals, impressive ceremonies, 
seductive music—all are employed to make false worship 
attractive to the spiritually blinded souls of men. 

We read in verse 7 that at that time, when all the 
people heard the music, all the people, the nations, 
and the languages fell down and worshipped the golden 
image that the king had set up. Even so shall it be in 
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the future day of apostasy, for "God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that they 
all might be damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness" (II Thess. 2:11, 12). 
We see this to be so in Revelation 13 where in the 
tribulation period all that dwell upon the earth shall 
worship the image of the beast. 

All? Yes, speaking in general terms, but this does 
not include all the Jews, for we read that some will 
not worship and may have to pay with their lives for 
their faithfulness to God (Rev. 13:8, 15), while others 
will escape with their lives as we read in chapter twelve 
about the woman (Israel) that flees into the wilderness. 
The three Hebrews of our chapter—Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego (untrue to the heathen names given to 
them, but true to the God of Israel whom they knew 
and loved)—picture for us the faithful remnant of Israel 
in their coming great tribulation who will refuse to 
bow and worship Satan in that day. Listen to their noble 
answer to the unholy demand of the king. 

We are not careful to answer thee in this 
matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 
he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But 
if not, be it known unto thee, O king, mat we will 
not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up (w. 16-18). 
They told the king plainly that God would deliver 

them, and so He would. Had they perished in the flames 
they still would have been delivered from the hand of 
this monarch, and would have been at Home forever, 
beyond all pain and grief; they would have won the 
martyr's crown For believers to die is truly gain. These 
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three Jews came alive through the furnace of affliction, 
illustrating how many of the Jews in the future great 
tribulation will pass unharmed through that fearful 
furnace of affliction. We see those saved Jews, saved 
alive through that hour of their sorrow, in the 144,000 
sealed for their protection in Revelation 7; we see them 
again in Revelation 14, seen as having passed through 
the tribulation; there they stand triumphant on Mount 
Zion with their Lord. Like these three of our chapter, 
they have come unscathed through what the prophet 
Isaiah calls their "furnace of affliction" (Isa. 48:10). 
Abraham, away back in Genesis saw that smoking fur­
nace when a great darkness (typical of those dark years 
of the time of Jacob's trouble) fell upon him (Gen. 
15:12-17). Yes, these three Hebrews came through alive, 
so will a remnant of Israel in the future, but this is not 
true of all Israel. Zechariah tells us that in that day two 
parts of Israel shall be cut off and die, and only one 
part shall be brought through the fire (Zech. 13:8, 9). 
That last part refers to those picturing the saved rem­
nant of Israel in the future. But the other two parts of 
Israel shall be killed. How? One part refers to the apos­
tates in Israel who will worship the beast and the Anti­
christ; these will be slain by the judgments of God 
before and at the coming of Christ; the other part are 
those faithful ones who will be martyrs in that day, 
laying down their lives for Christ's sake; they are men­
tioned in Revelation 11:7; later in that chapter we see 
them raised from the dead and caught up to glory 
(w. 11, 12). 

Our chapter calls attention, in the experience of 
these three, to those who in the future also will emerge 
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unharmed from the furnace of affliction. 

These young men would not worship the image 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Why this image here and 
the one the beast will set up in the future in Revela­
tion 13? Why an image? Is it not Satan's counterfeit of 
the real Image? Satan, as has been said, is no originator; 
he is an imitator and counterfeiter. If Christ has a 
bride, then the devil has a false bride—the whore of 
Revelation 17. If our Lord is the Christ, then Satan 
has his false Christ—the Antichrist. If God has an Image, 
then the devil will have his imitation. Our blessed 
Lord is the Image of God, a number of times so-called 
in the Word: "Who being.. .the express image of his 
person" (Heb. 1:3); "In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is 
the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature" (Col. 1:14, 15); "For whom he did foreknow, 
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 
of his Son" (Rom. 8:29); "In whom the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who 
is the image of God, should shine unto them" (II 
Cor. 4:4). 

All of these teach us that the devil's image of 
Daniel 3 and Revelation 13 is a miserable imitation of 
Him Who is the real image of God. Satan would have 
men worship his christ; yea, worship him, instead of 
the Christ of God. His image in our chapter is a gigantic 
Man close to one hundred feet tall (how the show, and 
dazzle, and the false glitter of this world appeal to sin­
ful man). But God's image, the Lord Jesus Christ, came 
in lowly self-effacement, and He humbled Himself to 
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death, even the death of the Cross. Man, blinded by 
Satan, exalts himself; God in Christ humbled Himself. 
His glory as He came to be our Savior was not the glory 
of visible majesty, but, as John says, "we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). Nebuchadnezzar 
demanded worship; our Lord draws it forth spontan­
eously from hearts won by His mighty love. 

The king flies into a towering rage (v. 19) and 
commands that these three men must be cast into the 
burning fiery furnace. So they are bound fast, as they 
are, and thrown into the fire. So hot are the flames that 
they kill the men who had the unhappy task of casting 
the Hebrews into the furnace. This is as far as man 
can go. Now it is time for God to show Himself. 
Nebuchadnezzar jumps to his feet and says, "Did not 
we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?.. . 
Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the 
fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth 
is like the Son of God" (vv. 24-25). 

These three young men would not budge, bend, 
or bow; and now they won't even burn. How the faith 
and courage of those men puts us to shame; today it 
costs us so very little to be Christians, and we are not 
even willing to pay that little. 

The king sees a fourth one walking with them in 
the fire, looking like "a son of the gods" (A.S.V.). He 
probably meant an angel, for, of course, he knew noth­
ing of Him Whom we know as the Son of God. But to 
us there is not a shadow of a doubt that the One who 
walked with them in the fire was indeed the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. Hadn't this been promised long 
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ago when Isaiah wrote, "When thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, 
the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour" (Isa. 43:2, 3). 
And this promise holds true whether the fire be literal 
fire, as it was here, or the fiery trial of faith through 
which the saint is often called to go. He ever brings 
us through. 

Do you think for one moment that these three 
Hebrews regretted their experience, or that they would 
have wanted to have missed it for all the gold and 
treasure in the world? Was it worth the scorn and con­
tempt of the crowds, the rage of the king, the anxiety 
and dread which death, and such a death, would nat­
urally bring? Oh yes, all that and much more. They 
walked with the Son of God by their side—in the gaze 
of amazed multitudes. All that the fire did was to bum 
the bonds that bound them; the fire set them free. How 
amazing that the fire did nothing else than to burn the 
ropes around their bodies; it did not touch their clothes, 
nor them, nor even leave a scent of the fire upon them. 
And isn't it so, dear fellow believer, with the trial of 
our faith, when that is tried in the fire? In every hour 
of pain, sorrow, and suffering we, too, may know in a 
very precious way the presence of our Lord; and we, 
too, find that the fiery trial of our faith burns the bonds 
that bind us to some sin, or selfishness, or burden. We 
are free henceforth to walk more with Him; it is just 
such experiences we would not have mised for all the 
world. 
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Praise God, as with these three young men, fire in 
the case of the believer is always an unmixed blessing. 
To the sinner it is a dreadful prospect as he faces an 
eternity in the lake of fire; but to the saint fire spells 
nothing else than blessing. Isaiah found this to be so, 
for the fire burned away his sins (Isa. 6:6, 7). An angel 
took a coal of fire from off the altar, but he could not 
touch the red-hot coal with his bare hands, so he used 
the tongs. But when he laid this red-hot ember upon 
Isaiah's lips it didn't burn them; all it did was to burn 
his sin away. The reason was that the coal of fire came 
from the altar, typical of the Cross of Christ. The reason 
the fire does not burn the Christian is that our Savior 
suffered the judgment on our behalf. In First Peter we 
read of the trial of our faith by fire, and this, instead of 
harming us, shall be found unto praise and honor and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ (I Pet. 1:7); not 
only to His praise and glory but to ours too, I take it. 
And what about the judgment the believer faces at 
the end of his life, at the judgment seat of Christ? There 
is fire there too (I Cor. 3:12-15). But all that the fire 
does is to burn the trash and offal—the wood, hay, and 
stubble—and we'll be glad to see this go up in a big 
bonfire. The fire does not burn the gold, silver, and 
precious stones, and the believer will be rewarded for 
any little thing done for His sake. Praise God, the fire 
never does the believer any harm; it saves him, searches 
him, sanctifies him, and rewards him in that day. 

The king recognizes the wonder of this miracle 
which he has just witnessed, and he blesses the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He is slowly learn­
ing. After Daniel had interpreted his dream to him, 
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he admitted that the God of Daniel is God (2:47); in 
this chapter he goes a step further and blesses the God 
of these three Hebrews. But he has to know God's 
power in his own painful experience before he can 
praise and honor and extol the King of heaven (4:37). 
Then apparently he has come to know God as his God, 
and not merely as the God of Daniel, or as the God of 
these three courageous young Hebrews. God spoke to 
him once in chapter two; again in chapter three as we 
have just considered; it took the third message, in the 
next chapter, to bring this mighty and proud monarch 
to himself and to God. 





4 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S SECOND DREAM 

As we just now remarked, God speaks to Nebuchad­
nezzar here for the third time; again in a dream, as 
at first. This time, however, the king remembers the 
dream very well and only needs the interpretation, so 
Daniel is once more summoned for this purpose. On 
the previous occasion the Chaldean magicians claimed 
they would be able to interpret the king's dream if they 
only knew it (2:7); interpreting it would be a cinch. 
But they were lying and stalling then, as this occasion 
brings out. This time they were told the dream and still 
they were helpless, unable to tell its meaning (w. 1-7). 
God mocks the devil's sham while showing forth His 
own power and manifesting His glory. God will demon­
strate that He alone knows the future; that is what these 
chapters teach us. And the simple deduction is that if 
He knew, foretold, and interpreted these great events 
as to the future of men and nations, He knows every­
thing, and His written Word is truly divine, and perfect. 

Daniel gives the interpretation of the king's dream, 
and eight years later Nebuchadnezzar himself tells the 
whole story, after the prophecy has become history. It 
wasn't until a year after he had his dream (v. 29) that 
he lost his mind, and then for seven years he roamed 
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the fields like an animal, bereft of his reason, until 
God in mercy brought him back to his senses (w. 
32-34). Thus it was eight years after the dream that the 
king tells us of his experience, when the once proud 
monarch acknowledges the true God and praises and 
adores the One he calls the King of heaven. 

Filled with pride, the king, in chapter 3, reared 
up a tremendous statue of gold, no doubt thinking of 
himself as this great king, and demanded divine wor­
ship. He is still the same conceited monarch in chapter 
4, and so again he sees himself as he dreams. Not a man 
now with the head of gold, as in chapter 2, nor a golden 
image which he set up to magnify himself as in chapter 
3, but now he is a tree of gigantic size. He, the king of 
Babylon, is that tree (v. 22), even as he was the image 
in the chapter before. Here is Daniel's interpretation 
of the vision: 

Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, 
was astonied for one hour, and his thoughts 
troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belte­
shazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation 
thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and 
said, My Lord, the dream be to them that hate 
thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine 
enemies. 

The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and 
was strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, 
and the sight thereof to all the earth; whose leaves 
were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was 
meat for all; under which the beasts of the field 
dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of the 
heaven had their habitation: it is thou, O king, 
that art grown and become strong: for thy great­
ness is grown and reacheth unto heaven, and thy 
dominion to the end of the earth. 
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And whereas the king saw a watcher and an 
holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, 
Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the 
stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with 
a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of 
the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, 
and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, 
till seven times pass over him; 

This is the interpretation, O king, and this 
is the decree of the most High, which is come upon 
my lord the king: that they shall drive thee from 
men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of 
the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as 
oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of 
heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till 
thou know that the most High ruleth in the king­
dom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 

And whereas they commanded to leave the 
stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure 
unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that 
the heavens do rule. 

Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be accept­
able unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteous­
ness, and thine iniquities by showing mercy to the 
poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity 
(Dan. 4:19-27). 
T h e direct application of this dream is, of course, 

to Nebuchadnezzar. He is represented by a tree, which 
is a familiar figure in Scripture of either a great person 
or a kingdom. We have an illustration of this in 
Jotham's parable in Judges 9:8, " T h e trees went forth 
on a time to anoint a king over them." T h e Assyrian 
in Ezekiel 31:3 is likened to a cedar tree with fair 
branches and of a high stature. In Romans 11 the Gen­
tiles are spoken of as a wild olive tree and Israel as a 
good olive tree; and, of course, we all know that the 
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kingdom of heaven (Matt. 13:32) is spoken of as a tree, 
with the birds of the air lodging in its branches. 

Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar that he is that great 
tree, with a dominion extending to the end of the earth. 
But this tree was to be cut down; the king was to be­
come a beast, as it were, for seven years until he should 
have learned his lesson. And so Daniel, with amazing 
courage (he that fears God need fear no man) pleads 
with the mighty despot to turn away from his sins, if 
perhaps God might give him a reprieve from the heavy 
doom hanging over his head. It took courage for Daniel 
to make this plea, for one doesn't talk to despots about 
their sins. But it was all in vain. A year goes by, and 
the king is as proud as ever, taking all the credit for his 
great empire to himself and ignoring the fact, as so 
many rulers are apt to do, that the powers that be are 
ordained of God and that He sets up whomsoever He 
will. Proudly the king boasts, "Is not this great Babylon 
that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the 
might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?" 
(v. 30). 

Then the stroke falls. The king lost his mind, and 
for seven years became a beast to all intents and pur­
poses (v. 33). But at the end of those years his reason 
came back to him. How and why? The answer is both 
simple and sublime, "I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine 
eyes unto heaven" (v. 34). No one is really in his right 
mind until he lifts his eyes to heaven, as God our Savior 
bids men do, "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else" 
(Isa. 45:22). His kingdom, honor, and brightness re­
turned to him, and he praises God in these words which 
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are truly amazing coming from the lips of this once 
proud despot. This is what he says: 

And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar 
lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine under­
standing returned unto me, and I blessed the most 
High, and I praised and honored him that liveth 
for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting do­
minion, and his kingdom is from generation to 
generation. And all the inhabitants of die earth 
are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to 
his will in the army of heaven, and among die 
inhabitants of the eardi: and none can stay his 
hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?... Now 
I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour die 
King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his 
ways judgment: and diose that walk in pride he is 
able to abase (4:34, 35, 37). 

The application of this chapter to Nebuchadnezzar 
is quite clear, but there is, of course, a deeper and ulti­
mate view here, as there was in the king's dream in 
chapter 2. We read in verse 12 of our chapter that the 
fowls of the air dwelt in the boughs of this tree, and the 
same thing is said in regard to the kingdom of heaven 
in Matthew 13:32, suggesting that there is an analogy 
between these two. Both were kingdoms, both speak of 
evil forces making their home there, for we are plainly 
told in Matthew 13 that the fowls represent Satanic 
spiritual evil (w. 4, 19). We read the very same thing 
in Revelation 18:2 where Babylon is said to be the 
"hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird." While Nebuchadnezzar lived as a 
beast for seven years, his kingdom continued to exist; 
they were co-existent for those seven years. It is not 
difficult to detect that same feature in the future un-
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veiled in the book of Revelation, and no doubt fore­
shadowed by Nebuchadnezzer's experience. In the 
future there will be a "beast" for seven years. He is 
called that, for in many respects he will act like a beast 
—wild, ruthless, without any conscience and acting in 
many ways like a madman, even as this king was insane 
for seven years. The future beast will not be insane, 
yet he will act unreasonably. During the rule of this 
future beast, whom we know to be the king of the 
confederacy of western nations in the days ahead, there 
will, of course, be his kingdom, concurrent with his 
rule. I believe this is illustrated in Nebuchadnezzar's 
experience. At the end of the future seven-year reign 
Christ will establish His kingdom in power and glory. 
The difference, of course, is that at the end of Nebu­
chadnezzar's madness the empire was restored to him, 
while at the end of the future seven years Babylon will 
be destroyed. Nebuchadnezzar for a time ruled again; 
in the future the beast and the powers of this earth shall 
be destroyed. One other thing is alike in both Daniel 
and Revelation, and that is that Christ's kingdom will 
have come and, like Nebuchadnezzar did, the whole 
world shall then extol, praise, and honor the King of 
kings. 

The stump of the tree was left in the earth, telling 
Nebuchadnezzar that his kingdom was not taken from 
him permanently. Something like that will happen in 
the future. While it is true that Christ shall destroy His 
enemies and take over the rule of this world, yet many 
scriptures show that there will still be kingdoms on 
earth. We read for instance in Revelation 21:24 that 
the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the 
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light of the heavenly city, "and the kings of the earth 
do bring their glory and honor into it." Both the Old 
Testament and the New Testament say a good deal 
about saved nations and kings in that way; they will be 
those who turn to God from among the heathen nations 
during the preaching of the gospel in the tribulation 
time. 

We hear nothing more of Nebuchadnezzar after 
this, and this, too, has its spiritual significance. He 
acknowledged Christ's supreme dominion and when 
Christ reigns supreme no other name is of further 
consequence. 
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T H E FEAST, THE FINGERS, AND THE FINISH 

Nebuchadnezzar's reign was taken up after his 
death by his son Evil-Merodach and others, but these 
are passed by in the divine record and we are brought 
to the last ruler and to the final end of the Babylonian 
empire in this chapter. 

For many years infidels found a happy hunting 
ground in this book and especially in this fifth chapter 
because there was no such being as a Belshazzar in 
ancient records. But it is now well known that a British 
archaeologist—Sir Rawlinson—in 1854 discovered some 
clay tablets in the ruins of Babylon, telling among other 
things of the transactions of a banking firm with one 
Bil-Sharuzzar (Belshazzar) king of Babylon. It turned 
out that Belshazzar was the son of Nabonnaid (often 
spelled Nabonidus) who was king of Babylon and a son 
of Nebuchadnezzar. But, said the critics, Nebuchad­
nezzar did not have any son by the name of Nabonidus. 
That problem was cleared up, too, for the discovery 
proved that Nebuchadnezzar had a daughter whom 
Nabonidus had married, so that he was the son of 
Nebuchadnezzar by marriage. Thus the Bible was fully 
vindicated. Nabonidus, at the stage when Belshazzar 
was the ruler, in our chapter, was the king of Babylon. 

51 
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He was away on a military campaign and had appointed 
his son Belshazzar to act as king during his absence. 
That is why Belshazzar made Daniel the third ruler in 
the kingdom (v. 29), since he himself was only the sec­
ond in charge; this is another one of those astounding 
touches of perfection which abound in God's holy 
Word. Of course the true believer does not find any 
difficulties here or anywhere else in Scripture; he knows 
the Bible to be the unerring Word of God, and that is 
good enough for him. He judges facts by the Bible, not 
the Bible by facts. 

We all know the story recorded in this interesting 
chapter. Belshazzar was having a great time, drinking 
himself drunk with a thousand of his lords; while his 
father was out somewhere on the battlefield his son was 
having a drunken orgy at home. To his foolish and 
shameful rioting he added impiety by calling for the 
holy vessels his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
from Jerusalem's temple, and he used them here for 
his vile purpose, mocking the true God. But suddenly 
the drunken laughter died and froze on every lip as a 
mysterious hand wrote on the plaster of the palace wall. 
We have no difficulty in recognizing whose hand it was. 
That same "hand" once wrote the ten commandments 
on tables of stone; that same hand was to write some 
day on the dust of the temple floor, as we read in John 
8:6, just as it wrote here on the wall. And that hand 
was one day to be nailed to the Cross. 

It is the hand of Him Whom we know as our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. But on the four occasions 
we have just cited, the message was not one of salvation, 
but in each case one of judgment. Yet, if men would 
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only listen, the warning of judgment is given so that 
men might turn to God for salvation. The law on the 
two tables of stone preached condemnation, for the 
law condemns the sinner; Christ's message written in 
the dust in John 8 was a message of judgment too, for 
the Pharisees took it that way as they slunk out of His 
presence condemned by their own conscience. And, 
needless to say, the message of the hand nailed to the 
Cross was one of judgment too—God's judgment on sin 
—for our Lord said, "Now is the judgment of this 
world" (John 12:31). And of course the writing on the 
palace wall spoke of judgment as well. Ah, Belshazzar 
and his crowd might well tremble, for the handwriting 
on the wall was to have its fulfillment that very night. 
Today God's judgment hangs over this immoral and 
impious world and it, too, may fall at any moment. 
But, praise God, it is still the day of grace; every warn­
ing of judgment is another opportunity for repentance 
and saving grace. 

The queen mother comes in—possibly the widow 
of the great Nebuchadnezzar. One likes to think that 
this was so and that she, like her husband, had not for­
gotten the man of God, Daniel, who had been such a 
blessing to them both. She speaks very highly of Daniel 
(w. 10-12); perhaps, if she was the widow of Nebu­
chadnezzar, she had been converted as well as her hus­
band. Belshazzar did not even seem to know Daniel, 
which shows how soon benefits can be forgotten and 
how unthankful man can be. Daniel is once more 
brought in to interpret the mind of God. Before he 
does so, he gives the reckless, impious king a dose of 
history. Here are his words; they are well worth quoting: 
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Then Daniel answered and said before the 
king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy re­
wards to another; yet I will read the writing unto 
the king, and make known to him the interpreta­
tion. O thou king, the most high God gave Nebu­
chadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and 
glory, and honour: And for the majesty that he 
gave him, all people, nations, and languages, 
trembled and feared before him: whom he would 
he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and 
whom he would he set up; and whom he would he 
put down. 

But when his heart was lifted up, and his 
mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his 
kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: 
And he was driven from the sons of men; and his 
heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling 
was widi the wild asses: they fed him with grass 
like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of 
heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled 
in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth 
over it whomsoever he will. 

And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not 
humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this; 
but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of 
heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his 
house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy 
wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in 
them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and 
gold, Of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see 
not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose 
hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, 
hast thou not glorified: Then was the part of the 
hand sent from him; and this writing was written 
(w, 17-24). 

When speaking to King Nebuchadnezzar Daniel 
had urged him to repent and change his ways (4:27), 
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but there is no such appeal made to Belshazzar; it ap­
pears as if God knew his case was hopeless. His great 
guilt is rubbed in to him, "thou . .hast not humbled 
thine heart, though thou knewest all this; . . the God 
in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy 
ways, hast thou not glorified." How much this same 
state of soul prevails among wicked men today. 

And now Daniel reads, "Mene, mene, tekel, 
upharsin." Three ominous words; what do they mean? 

"Mene—God hath numbered thy kingdom, and 
finished it." That word "numbered" is repeatedly trans­
lated in chapter 3 "set up," as also in verse 19 of this 
chapter where it is said of Nebuchadnezzar, "whom he 
would he set up," or put down as the whim might sway 
him. Belshazzar was therefore being told that the God 
who had put him on the throne was now putting him 
down. Verse 19 ascribes this power to Nebuchadnezzar, 
but this was only relatively true of him; it is absolutely 
true of God who sets up over the kingdoms of the world 
whomsoever He will. 

"Tekel—Thou art weighed in the balances, and 
art found wanting." It has been said that God does not 
count men; He weighs them. Sinners have the erroneous 
idea that, when they stand before God in the day of 
judgment, He is going to put their good deeds in one 
side of the scale and their bad deeds in the other, and 
if the good deeds outweigh the bad ones, they will have 
a title to heaven. Needless to say, this theory rests on a 
monstrous misconception; that misconception is that 
there are any good deeds at all in a sinner's life. God 
says in His Word concerning the sinner, "there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one" (Rom. 3:12). An un-
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saved person has never done one good thing in his 
whole life; that is God's estimate, and He is the Judge 
who decides those matters. The scale would go down 
heavily the wrong way, with a lifelong load of sin sink­
ing it down and taking the sinner with i t to eternal 
perdition. So it was with Belshazzar. All men have not 
sinned the same way or in the same degree, but all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. There is 
mercy for the sinner in Christ alone; the blood of Jesus 
Christ, God's Son, cleanseth from all sin. 

"Peres—Thy kingdom is divided and given to the 
Medes and Persians." Belshazzar was to lose everything 
and be lost himself, and the empire was to go to others. 
It reminds one of what we read about the rich farmer 
in Luke 12. He, too, was told that his end had come-
both he and Belshazzar died the same night in which 
the warning came. In the story of this rich farmer, after 
telling him that that night his soul would be required 
of him, the Lord asks him this question, "Then whose 
shall those things be, which thou hast provided?" Alas, 
when the sinner dies he leave everything behind; naked 
came he into this world, and naked shall he leave it. 

But I delight to think that, in brightest contrast, 
the very reverse is true of believers in Jesus. Our blessed 
Lord has given us a kingdom from which we shall never 
be removed, and which shall never be removed from 
us; we have a kingdom which cannot be moved (Heb. 
12:28). "Fear not," says our Lord, "fear not, little 
flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom" (Luke 12:32). Once we were and had 
nothing, but divine grace has given and made us every­
thing; we are saints, priests, heirs of God, and joint-
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heirs with Christ;, we are kings. Think of the wonder 
of all this; we have an abundant entrance into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ (II Pet. 1:11). The God of all grace has called 
us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus (I Pet. 5:10). 
We shall reign by the side of our glorious Lord in that 
cloudless day of eternal glory. 

We, too, shall be weighed in God's scales, but we 
won't be found wanting. The sinner dreams of putting 
his good deeds on one side of the scales, but there aren't 
any good deeds. With us, on the other hand, there won't 
be any bad deeds; only good ones. Why so? Because all 
our sins were laid upon our precious Savior on the 
Cross; He has blotted them out forever in His blood; 
He assures us that our sins He will remember no more. 
They are all atoned for; they are gone forever; there 
won't be any at the judgment seat of Christ. Praise God, 
in our case the scales will go down on the credit side, 
though in ourselves we are not worthy of the least of 
His mercies; yet He will reward us for the slightest 
thing done as unto Him. 

Belshazzar's kingdom was taken from him, but not 
so with us. If we should die, or when the Lord comes 
to take us home, we are not going to say good-by to the 
glory; nay, rather, we shall enter upon it in all its full­
ness and blessedness. As we read, "that they may also 
obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eter­
nal glory" (II Tim. 2:10). 

That night's revelry was the last feast for this im­
pious king and for many of his cronies. It was so for the 
rich man of Luke 12 who talked of eating and drinking 
and making merry, but his soul was called away into 
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eternity that same night. And then we read in Luke 16 
of a rich man who fared sumptuously every day, but 
the hour of his death struck and the next thing we hear 
of him is that in hell he lifted up his eyes being in 
torment. Yes, the world has its feasts, its merrymaking, 
its pleasures, but at death these end forevermore. But, 
praise God, it is not so with us. We know something 
of feasting already here and now as we feast upon the 
riches of His grace; we keep the feast as we remember 
Him in His precious death, but all this is but a fore­
taste of richer feasting to come. There shall never be 
an end to our joy, for "In thy presence is fulness of 
joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore" 
(Ps. 16:11). Almost the first view we get of heaven when 
we get there is a glorious wedding celebration, and the 
cry goes forth, "Let us be glad and rejoice,.. for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made 
herself ready" (Rev. 19:7). 

That night was Belshazzar the king of the Chal­
deans slain. The city of Babylon was taken, and Darius 
the Median took the kingdom. That almost impreg­
nable city was taken. It had seemed impossible. You 
have heard its description many times, I'm sure. We 
may just mention that it is reported to have been about 
fifteen miles square, with a population of about 1,200,-
000 inhabitants. The river Euphrates ran through the 
heart of the city, dividing it into two parts. The walls 
were said to be 335 to 350 feet high, and about 87 feet 
thick. Four chariots could drive abreast on the top of 
this towering wall. There were 250 watchtowers upon 
the top of the wall to guard against any enemies, and 
the whole city was surrounded by a wide moat filled 
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with water. The place was simply impregnable. That's 
probably why Belshazzar and his officers felt perfectly 
safe, though they knew there were armies at the gates. 
It was perfectly safe to get drunk, and history tells us 
that most of the army was in the same befuddled state 
that night; they scoffed at any idea of danger. However, 
God had foretold the destruction of the city long before. 
Jeremiah devotes two chapters to this subject (50; 51), 
and Isaiah even gave the name of the conqueror and 
the means by which the sack of the city would be 
accomplished. Here is what Isaiah says by divine inspira­
tion several hundred years before the conquest took 
place: 

Thus saith die Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations 
before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to 
open before him the two leaved gates; and the 
gates shall not be shut; I will go before thee, and 
make the crooked places straight: I will break in 
pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the 
bars of iron. 

And I will give diee the treasures of darkness, 
and hidden riches of secret places, tfiat thou mayest 
know that I, the Lord, which call thee by thy 
name, am die God of Israel (Isa. 45:1-3). 
It is now well known that the armies besieging the 

city, realizing the impossibility of capturing the city 
in the normal way of warring, conceived the idea of 
digging an entirely new river bed around the city, and 
diverting the waters of the Euphrates into this newly 
dug channel. The two leaved gates of brass, of which 
Isaiah had prophesied long before, were swung across 
the river at night, making it impossible for anyone to 
enter the city in that way. But after they had changed 
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the course of the river, the Medo-Persians were able to 
march underneath those gates through the muddy river 
bed and so surprise their victims completely. They 
marched unopposed and unexpected into the city, as 
God had promised Cyrus long ago by the mouth of His 
servant Isaiah. Isaiah even recorded the name of the 
commanding general long before he was born. That 
night Darius the Median took the kingdom, followed 
shortly after by Cyrus. 

In this incident we again see much more than mer­
ely the capture of ancient Babylon. Here, too, God 
gives us a preview of things that lie still ahead. Babylon 
is a name full of significance in Scripture; the Babylon 
of old is a type of the Babylon of the New Testament. 
Jeremiah devoted two whole chapters to Babylon. Gen­
erally speaking, the first chapter (chapter 50) is devoted 
to the destruction of the ancient city, but the second 
(chapter 51) speaks not so much of the political Babylon 
but of the religious rottenness of that system. The lan­
guage shows that there is a direct connection with the 
Babylon Jeremiah describes and the Babylon of the 
book of Revelation. No one can possibly fail to see the 
connection with the false, corrupt church of Revelation 
17 and 18. There, too, one chapter deals with the reli­
gious corruption of Babylon—the false church (chapter 
17), while the other (chapter 18) deals with the com­
mercial and political aspect of the Roman church—just 
as in the two chapters of Jeremiah. As we put some of 
the things said about Babylon by Jeremiah alongside 
those we read in the book of Revelation, the identity 
between the two is absolutely unmistakable: 

Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver 
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every man his soul: be not cut off in her iniquity; 
for this is the time of the Lord's vengeance; he 
will render unto her a recompence. 

Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord's 
hand, that made all the earth drunken: the nations 
have drunken of her wine; therefore the nations 
are mad. 

Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed: 
howl for her; take balm for her pain, if so be she 
may be healed (Jeremiah 51:6-8). 

And there came one of the seven angels which 
had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying 
unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the 
judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon 
many waters; With whom the kings of the earth 
have committed fornication, and the inhabitants 
of the earth have been made drunk with the wine 
of her fornication. So he carried me away in the 
spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit 
upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names of blas­
phemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 

And the woman was arrayed in purple and 
scarlet color, and decked with gold and precious 
stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand 
full of abominations and filthiness of her fornica­
tion: and upon her forehead was a name written, 
Mystery, Babylon the great, the mother of harlots 
and abominations of the earth (Rev. 17:1-5). 

And he cried mightily with a strong voice, 
saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is 
become the habitation of devils, and the hold of 
every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and 
hateful bird. 

For all nations have drunk of the wine of the 
wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the 
earth have committed fornication with her, and the 
merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the 
abundance of her delicacies. 
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And I heard another voice from heaven, say­
ing, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues (Rev. 18:2-4). 
Both in Jeremiah and in Revelation 18 men are 

urged to come out of Babylon; both in Jeremiah 51 
and in Revelation 17 and 18 the nations are said to 
have drunk of the wine of her fornication; both in 
Jeremiah 51 and in Revelation 17 Babylon is seen to 
have a golden cup. The Babylon of Jeremiah and that 
of the book of Revelation (the Roman Catholic Church) 
are, spiritually speaking, identical. Illustrated by this 
political and religious idolatrous Babylon of old is this 
religious, political, corrupt, false church of our day. 
Both have their destruction foretold; both are to be 
consummated by a mighty political foe—the Persian in 
Belshazzar's day, the coalition of nations under the 
beast in the future of corrupt Romanism (Rev. 17:16). 
Let us not miss the point that the existence, the char­
acter, the corrupt rottenness, and the doom of the 
Roman Catholic Church were all given to us by God 
through His servant John in the book of Revelation, 
long before that devil's counterfeit of the true church 
ever came into existence. 

It is the system with the golden cup (Rev. 17:4). 
Yes, Rome flaunts that golden cup and holds it high. 
Since it is of gold you can't see through it, and it is 
held so high that you can't see over the rim. Rome does 
not want you to look into that cup, for it isn't nice. 
Only those who believe God's Word and are taught by 
His Spirit are able to look over this golden cup and see, 
in the language of Scripture that it is "full of abomina­
tions and filthiness of her fornications." Full of idola-



T H E FEAST, THE FINGERS, AND THE FINISH 63 

trous and moral rottenness. The blinded world sees 
only the gold, silver, pearls, and precious stones. All it 
sees is the dazzle of Rome's ritualistic system—the gor­
geous robes, the hypocritical pretense to sanctity. The 
blinded soul sees only the elaborate ceremony, hears 
the seductive music, is impressed by the lavish wealth 
displayed in its gorgeous cathedrals, the richness of its 
vestments, and the impressiveness of its wicked claim 
to be the only true church. You have to go to countries 
where Rome has held sway for centuries to see the 
wretched poverty, the filth, the blind idolatrous ignor­
ance and superstition. Truly Rome has made the na­
tions drunk, as the Bible so graphically puts it, and a 
drunk does not know where he is, what he is doing, nor 
does he care. Belshazzar and his pals were drinking 
themselves drunk, little recking the doom at the door; 
they, too, were drinking out of golden cups, typical of 
the Babylon of our day. But, praise God, the day of 
judgment is drawing near, as did Babylon's of old. 

We Christians have a cup too, praise His holy 
Name. But the attention is not called to the material 
the cup is made of, but to its contents. It does not tell 
what this cup is made of. You are free to look into this 
cup; in fact, you are invited and urged to do so. Of His 
cup our Lord prayed that it might pass from Him, for 
it contained all the concentrated hatred of man against 
Him and of God's judgment, and our Savior prayed in 
Gethsemane that, if it were possible, it might pass from 
Him. Do you care to look into this cup? You will see 
it was filled with all the awfulness of sin and guilt, 
the fearful punishment of which He was to drink in all 
its weight of woe. We often sing these wonderful words: 
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Death and the curse were in our cup, 
Oh Christ; 'twas full for Thee. 

But Thou hast drained the last dark drop, 
'Tis empty now for me. 

That bitter cup; love drank it up. 
Left but the love for me. 

And now, in blessed exchange, God has given us 
a cup to drink, filled with all the fullness of His grace. 
You may look into this cup; it does not contain all the 
vileness and wickedness the false church drinks, as does 
Rome's golden cup. But it contains the fruit of that 
holy love that gave itself for us; it contains the infinite 
blessing of our God. Here you may drink deep, and 
never get drunk. The world is drunk with the evil wine 
of Rome's concoction; the believer drinks at the foun­
tain of God's infinite love. 

Yes, the true church has its cup—the cup of bless­
ing which we bless (I Cor. 10:16); it is not a cup filled 
with sorrow and suffering, as was our Savior's at Cal­
vary, but one filled with wine, telling us of the joy His 
suffering has purchased for us. The "gold"—the glory-
is not in the cup but in its precious contents. Which 
cup are you drinking of? Rome's with its sham, its 
moral and spiritual corruption, or that which our 
blessed Lord has given us to drink, the cup of blessing 
made of eternal worth through the merits of His Person 
and His redemptive work? 



6 
DANIEL IN THE LIONS' DEN 

In this chapter we reach the height of spiritual 
iniquity. In the image Nebuchadnezzer set up we read 
the story of idolatry; in chapter 5 Belshazzar added the 
sins of blasphemy and impiety, as he made mockery of 
the true God; but Darius agreed to set himself up as 
the only god. This is surely typical again of the day 
ahead when the man of sin, the son of perdition, shall 
exalt himself "above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God" (II Thess. 2:3,4). 
Darius here is a distinct type of the coming Antichrist 
who is described in Daniel 11:36 in similar language to 
his antitype in II Thessalonians 2:4, for it reads as fol­
lows: "And the king shall do according to his will; and 
he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every 
god, and shall speak marvelous things against the God 
of gods." Personally Darius seems to have been a man 
of some principle, but he allowed the pride of the 
human heart to trick him into the terrible dilemma in 
which he eventually found himself. 

Who does not know the story of Daniel in the 
lions' den? Yet there are precious thoughts here not 
always noticed. May the Lord bless our meditation on 
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this unique incident, with its vast implications! Dispen-
sationally we should notice that in the third chapter 
Nebuchadnezzar demanded divine worship through the 
image; here Darius does so directly; he was the ruler of 
the next empire after the Babylonian. We see the same 
thing in the next great empire following, the Grecian, 
for, while Antiochus Epiphanes did not demand wor­
ship for himself but only forbade the worship of the 
true God, yet he pictures the coming Antichrist, who 
does set himself up as the object of divine adoration. 
The emperors of the fourth empire, the Roman, also 
demanded that they be worshipped as God. In each 
case during those years there were those who refused; 
faithful believers had the courage to refuse to bow the 
knee, to worship any but the true God. There were the 
three in the burning fiery furnace; there is Daniel in 
our chapter; in the third empire there were the doughty 
Maccabees; under the Roman emperors many Chris­
tians died a martyr's death; so in the future great tribu­
lation there will be a faithful remnant of Israel. The 
three Jews of Daniel 3 and Daniel himself came 
through the trial unharmed, but it is not always so. 
Many have been killed for their testimony, as were 
many of the Maccabees, also of the early Christians, 
and many Jews will be slam during the coming great 
tribulation. In the faithfulness of these men and wom­
en God has ever been honored, as He was in the case 
of the three who came out of the fire and again in 
Daniel's case. God triumphs in His saints. And in the 
final analysis all of His enemies shall bite the dust (as 
we see in this chapter), and His saints shall rise from 
the dead and reign with their Lord. The Lord will 
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reign, and at His coming He will take the kingdom, as 
both Nebuchadnezzar (4:34) and Darius (6:26, 27) 
acknowledge. Said Darius, "I make a decree, that in 
every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel; for he is the living God, and 
stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not 
be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the 
end" (v. 26). It shall be thus when Christ comes forth 
to reign; all kings shall bow before Him and own Him 
as Lord of lords and King of kings. 

Looking at this chapter from a moral standpoint 
we admire again Daniel's faithfulness. In private and 
in public he was always true. When his enemies had 
trapped the king into setting himself up as God, Daniel 
continued to pray three times a day as he had done 
heretofore. Though a very busy prime minister of a 
vast empire he found time to pray regularly morning, 
noon, and night, his spiritual needs very likely more 
felt by him than his physical. He continued to pray in 
spite of the king's edict. He did not go out of his way 
deliberately to give offense or to act as a martyr; he 
just continued praying as had been his habit for years. 
He prayed with his window open towards Jerusalem— 
the place where the Lord had put His name; even as 
we pray looking up to heaven where our Home is. Our 
Lord, in the Gospel of Matthew, tells us to close the 
door when we pray, and I think it would make a won­
derful combination to pray with the door shut and with 
the window open—with the world around us shut out 
and the way towards heaven open. Daniel prayed and 
you may be sure he did not pray to the king of the 
Medes as he had been ordered to do, but he prayed to 
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the King of heaven, and I imagine he earnestly prayed 
not to, but for, the king of the empire. Even so should 
we pray for kings and for all those who are in authority. 

Daniel had his enemies; what faithful believer 
then and now does not? His enemies did not mind 
lying, for they said that "all" the presidents and other 
officers had agreed to suggest to make Darius God for 
thirty days (v. 7). Daniel was the chief of all Darius' 
ministers, but he had not been consulted, so they were 
lying when they made their plea to the king. Those 
men did not have very high regard for their king when 
they trapped him into this unhappy situation, which 
the king later on did not appreciate one little bit. They 
learned this later on when the fate they had planned 
for Daniel became their own as they became food for 
the lions. It reminds one of Haman's experience in the 
book of Esther. 

And now let us take a long look at the wonderful 
spiritual lessons which this chapter unfolds before our 
eyes and our hearts. One can't help but see that, while 
Darius was a heathen king, yet in a remarkable way he 
represents God in this story, and Daniel certainly typi­
fies our blessed Lord and Savior. David, who failed 
often and glaringly, is recognized in many situations as 
a type of our Lord; why not this man Daniel of whom 
not one derogatory thing is said in all of Scripture? 

Listen to what Daniel's enemies said about him: 
Then the presidents and princes sought to find 

occasion against Daniel concerning die kingdom; 
but they could find none occasion nor fault; foras­
much as he was faithful, neither was mere any 
error or fault found in him. Then said these men, 
We shall not find any occasion against diis Daniel, 



DANIEL IN THE LIONS' DEN 69 

except we find it against him concerning the law 
of his God (w. 4, 5). 

Need we remind ourselves that three times over Pilate 
said the very same thing about our Lord Jesus, "I find 
no fault in him" (John 18:38; 19:4, 5). The Jews con­
demned Him, not on any real charge, but because He 
was true to Himself and to God. They crucified Him, 
not because of what He had done, for He was the sinless 
Son of God, but because of Who He was, and Who He 
claimed to be. 

The opponents of Daniel succeeded in having a 
law passed to command that the king must be recog­
nized as God; he alone was to be prayed to and thus 
worshipped. They tricked the king into signing this 
edict; in his shortsightedness he didn't realize the pre­
dicament it would put him in. The king loved Daniel 
and had been trapped into this distressing situation. 
The Eternal God passed a law too (and rightly so, for 
He is the supreme God), ordering all men to own and 
honor Him and to worship Him alone and no other. 
That command, as the Lord reminded Satan (Matt. 
4:10), said, "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve." As a result all men fell 
under the sentence of death as Daniel did here, for no 
one ever fully obeyed that command. With Darius this 
was an unforeseen result; not so with God. He knew, 
when He commanded that man should serve and obey 
Him, that man would fail; God Himself had set death 
as the penalty for disobedience to His laws. Darius 
came face to face with the doom of the one he loved, 
even as God faced the fact that men, whom He loved, 
were under the sentence of eternal death because of 
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their sins. The king, when he heard and realized the 
fearful death that awaited his favorite, beloved minister, 
"was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on 
Daniel to deliver him; and he labored till the going 
down of the sun to deliver him" (v. 14). But there was 
no way. Need we say that all this speaks loudly of the 
truth that our faultless Savior and Lord came under 
the sentence of the law, under the curse of a broken 
law? He redeems us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us (Gal. 3: 13). Daniel was ta die alone 
and only for himself, and certainly not voluntarily; our 
blessed Lord died not for Himself (for He had broken 
no law as Daniel had); He died for us and, praise His 
Name, of His own voluntary will. The law condemned 
Daniel; love sought to deliver him. The law condemned 
our blessed Lord, too, because He took our place, but 
in His case love did not seek to deliver Him; nay, it is 
love that gave Him to die on our behalf. And yet, and 
ye t . . . as Darius labored to find some way to deliver 
Daniel from his fate, didn't our God, too, seek for some 
way to avoid Christ's terrible suffering and death? 
Didn't our blessed Lord, as it were, look for a way out 
when He prayed three times over in Gethsemane, "O 
my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me" 
(Matt. 26:39-44)? Of course He knew from all eternity 
that this was not possible (He must die if we are to 
live), but He prayed these solemn words that we might 
know that there is no way except by the way of the Cross. 

Daniel was cast to the lions, but they did not touch 
him; he was saved from death. Not so with our blessed 
Lord; of Him it was truly said, "He saved others; him­
self he cannot save" (Matt. 27:42). Joyously and wor-
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shipfully we add, "Himself He would not save." 
Daniel was cast into the den of lions. Our Savior, 

too, was cast to the lion, as He prays in Psalm 22:21, 
"Save me from the lion's mouth." Animals in Daniel's 
case; Satan in our Lord's case. That night the king was 
in his palace; his devoted servant was in the pit. I 
imagine Darius had the worst of it that night. I can 
see Daniel with his head resting on the tawny neck of 
some lazy old lion sleeping peacefully while the king 
could not sleep; his sleep broke from him as he spent 
those hours fretting and fasting (v. 18). May we not 
gather one precious thought here, as we contemplate 
Darius' experience that long and troubled night? Daniel 
in the pit and Darius in the palace may well illustrate 
what happened that awful hour when the Savior hung 
on the Cross and God was upon His throne in heaven. 
Which one of these two suffered the most? Who can 
tell? When in Genesis 22 we see the father and the son 
travel together to the altar of sacrifice, we might well 
wonder who was the greatest sufferer. I believe, at least 
there, that the suggestion is that the father sorrowed 
more than the son, for on that occasion the son did not 
know what awaited him, but his father did. But the 
Son of God knew from all eternity what lay ahead of 
Him at Calvary, and He and the Father went together 
that sorrowful way to the Cross. One gave Himself; the 
other gave His Son; and, oh, who can know what it cost 
the Father to yield up His beloved Son to the agonies 
of Calvary? One suffered on the Cross; the other suffered 
on the throne. Praise God, Jesus died, not for His sins, 
but for ours; He was not delivered as was Daniel, but 
He surrendered Himself to the death of shame and 
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suffering in order to deliver us, and millions like us, 
from the doom of death and hell. AH glory to His Name I 

A stone was brought and laid upon the mouth of 
the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet 
(v. 17). There was also a stone rolled to the mouth of 
the cave where our Savior lay, and it was sealed as well, 
even as here (Matt. 27:66). Neither stone succeeded in 
keeping the guarded one there. Daniel came forth un­
harmed, and we might say that our Lord came forth 
unharmed too (death had no claim on Him), and He 
arose triumphantly. Daniel experienced no suffering, 
but our Lord suffered the indescribable agonies of 
God's judgment against our sins, as well as the horrible 
pains of crucifixion. But He arose, as Daniel rose. Jesus 
arose because He himself was guiltless, and so did 
Daniel in like manner. It was for our guilt He died— 
glory to God. 

And now vengeance falls on the enemy (v. 24). 
Daniel's enemies were slain, though throughout the 
centuries millions of Christ's foes (poor sinners) have 
been saved by God's grace, ourselves included. But our 
story in Daniel looks on the future day when Christ 
comes forth to reign; it is at His coming that His foes 
are destroyed, and the Prince of peace shall reign. 
Darius spoke of that coming day when he said, "I make 
a decree, that in every dominion of my kingdom men 
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel; for he is 
the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion 
shall be even unto the end" (v. 26). 

Thus ends the first half of the book of Daniel. 



7 
T H E FOURTH BEAST—ROME 

Nebuchadnezzar had a dream, as recorded in the 
second chapter and interpreted by Daniel. But now 
Daniel himself dreams and sees the same four empires 
the king had seen in his dreams; to Daniel they appear 
in another form. Daniel most likely had thought a great 
deal about the future events which King Nebuchad­
nezzar had seen and which he had been enabled to 
explain to him. All this may have caused him to have 
a dream of his own, and God gave him in visions of 
the night another look at those things which were to 
come hereafter. God spoke through other prophets to 
the people of Israel, but here all is revealed and spoken 
to Daniel personally, and he does not relay this directly 
to the nation. 

Daniel is shown four visions in this chapter, three 
of which are called "night" visions (w. 2, 7, 13). The 
first vision is concerning the first three beasts (w. 2-6); 
the second vision is about the fourth beast (w. 7, 8); 
the third vision tells of the judgment of God upon the 
nations (w. 9-12); and the fourth vision introduces the 
reign of Christ as the Son of Man (w. 13, 14). After 
these follows first a general interpretation of the first 
vision (w. 15-18); then Daniel's question concerning 
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the fourth beast (w. 19-22); and then the chapter closes 
with a detailed description of that same fourth beast 
(w. 23-28). 

IMAGE AND BEASTS 

Daniel sees beasts, while Nebuchadnezzar saw a 
great statue of a man. The Babylonian king saw the 
empires as parts of a big man; God presented them to 
Daniel as "wild beasts." The image and the beasts are 
one and the same. God shows that when man has the 
power he abuses it and begins to act like a wild beast 
and (as was true with Nebuchadnezzar) he is apt to lose 
all reason. A beast is powerful, shows a certain sagacity 
in many ways, but he always looks down and has abso­
lutely no conscience; with him might is right. A beast 
does not know God nor care to know Him. Such will 
be the future mighty potentate called the "beast" in 
Revelation 13:1, foreshadowed by this dreadful fourth 
beast of our chapter. 

When Nebuchadnezzar saw the image in his dream 
Daniel told him in his explanation thereof that the first 
part of the image—the head of gold—represented Baby­
lon, but he did not then identify the following three 
kingdoms which he mentioned. They are not identified 
here either, but in chapter 8:20, 21 we are told plainly 
that the second and third world empires were the 
Medo-Persian and the Grecian. 

Daniel sees four great beasts rise up from the sea 
(v. 3). We have already seen that those four great em­
pires depict the "times of the Gentiles," so called by 
our Lord in Luke 21:24. They operate during the time 
when Israel has lost its identity as an independent 
people at their being carried into Babylon in 606 B.C. 
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These empires are said to rise out of the "sea"; a term 
used so often in Scripture as typical of the restless 
nations of the world, as used in Revelation 17:15 where 
the waters are said to speak of "peoples, and multitudes, 
and nations, and tongues." In verse 17 of our chapter 
these empires are said to rise out of the "earth"; this 
is no contradiction of verse 2. Their political status is 
seen in their rising out of the sea, their moral character, 
in rising out of the world; they are earthly and of this 
earth, with God left out. The fourth empire—the 
Roman—is said in Revelation 17:8 to rise out of the 
abyss; in other words, it is not only gentile, but it is 
Satanic and hellish in character. 

The first government, of course, as the head of 
gold in Nebuchadnezzar's image, is the Babylonian 
empire. Gold there, a lion here; both have in them 
the idea of greatness and glory. A lion with eagle's 
wings. Nebuchadnezzar is spoken of as a lion in Jere­
miah 4:7, and as a great eagle with great wings in 
Ezekiel 17:3. Daniel "beheld till the wings thereof 
were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and 
made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart 
was given to it" (v. 4). This seems to have direct allusion 
to the fact, as recorded in chapter 4, that Nebuchad­
nezzar had grown shaggy as eagles' feathers, lived like 
a beast for seven years, and eventually had his sanity 
restored to him; as our verse says, "a man's heart was 
given to him" (4:16, 33, 34). 

The second beast was like a bear. It raised itself 
up on one side, and it had three ribs in its mouth 
between the teeth. They said unto it, "Arise, devour 
much flesh" (v. 5). We know that this refers to the 
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Medo-Persian empire which followed that of Babylon. 
The bear is seen raising itself up on one side, telling us 
in this that the Persian power became the stronger of 
the two. The three ribs in its mouth speak of the con­
quest of three nations—Susiana, Lydia, and Asia Minor. 
Babylon lasted about 70 years when taken over by 
Darius (5:31). As the lion, picturing Babylon, was 
noted for its brute strength, so the bear, as Medo-
Persia, was characterized by its capacity to hold on to 
that which was gained, just as a bear is great on hugging 
its victims. 

Medo-Persia was in its turn overthrown by Greece 
under its famous leader Alexander the Great, who, like 
a leopard, was amazingly swift in his movements, which 
the "four wings of a fowl" also indicate. At his death 
at the early age of only 32 years his empire was divided 
among four of his generals, as we shall see again in 
chapter 8. The four heads on the leopard refer to this 
fourfold division of the Grecian empire. The stirring 
thing to the Christian is that the existence of this third 
empire and of the fourth that followed it (Rome) is 
here set forth in detail centuries before either of them 
existed. How it thrills us to know that this wondrous 
God is our God and Savior. 

T H E FOURTH BEAST 

And now Daniel, in a special vision, is shown this 
fourth beast, to us (and to Israel even more so) of much 
greater importance than the previous three. It is never 
mentioned by name in the book of Daniel, no doubt 
for several reasons. It did not exist when Daniel saw 
and wrote his vision. Rome, in its early stages a nation 
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of little importance, did not begin its history unti l 
about 500 B.C. It did not appear as a nation to be 
reckoned with unti l about 200 B.C., when it broke the 
power of Carthage. T h e first mention of it in the Apoc­
rypha is in 160 B.C. when Antiochus Epiphanes is said 
to have been a hostage in Rome. Another reason why 
Rome is probably not mentioned in the Old Testament 
is because Israel's traditional enemies in those times 
were from the north and the east; Rome as a western 
power came to the fore in their later history. We'll 
come to see much of this beast both in connection 
with Israel during the days of our Lord upon earth 
and also in connection with their still future expe­
riences. 

Daniel especially wanted to know more about this 
fourth beast, which stands for the Roman empire of 
the past and of the future. Here are his words: 

Then I would know the truth of the fourth 
beast, which was diverse from all the others, ex­
ceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his 
nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with his feet. And of the ten 
horns that were in his head, and of the other 
which came up, and before whom three fell; even 
of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake 
very great things, whose look was more stout than 
his fellows. 

I beheld, and the same horn made war with 
the saints, and prevailed against them; until the 
Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to 
the saints of the most High; and the time came 
that the saints possessed the kingdom (w. 19-22). 
T h e prominent feature on this fourth beast is the 

"ten horns" and that other "little horn" before whom 
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three of the ten horns were plucked up by the roots. 
Here is the divine interpretation of all this: 

Thus he said, the fourth beast shall be the 
fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse 
from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole 
earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in 
pieces. And the ten horns out of this kingdom are 
ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise 
after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, 
and he shall subdue three kings. And he shall speak 
great words against die most High, and shall wear 
out the saints of die most High, and think to 
change times and laws: and they shall be given 
into his hand until a time and times and the divid­
ing of time. 

But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take 
away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it 
unto the end. And die kingdom and dominion, 
and die greatness of die kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall be given to the people of die saints 
of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey 
him (w. 23-27). 

The ten horns are ten kings that shall arise; they, 
of course, correspond to the ten toes of Nebuchad­
nezzar's image, for we were told there that those feet 
and ten toes spoke of the fourth empire. There shall 
arise ten kings. Since it is quite evident that there has 
never been a Roman united government composed of 
ten nations, it is clear that this mighty confederacy of 
nations must still lie in the future. When this king­
dom shall have come into existence one person will 
arise, called the "little horn" in our chapter, who shall 
subdue three kings and assume dictatorial powers. He 
will rule for three and a half years, for verse 25 says 
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that he shall have mighty power for a time, times, and 
half a time. We turn to the New Testament and we 
find that very empire there as described in Daniel. 
Here is one reference to it: 

And I stood upon the sand of die sea, and saw 
a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and 
upon his heads die name of blasphemy. And the 
beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his 
feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as 
the mouth of a lion; and die dragon gave him his 
power and bis seat, and great autiiority. And I saw 
one of his heads as it were wounded to deadi; and 
his deadly wound was healed: and all die world 
wondered after die beast. And diey worshipped die 
dragon which gave power unto the beast: and diey 
worshipped tbe beast, saying, Who is like unto die 
beast? who is able to make war widi him? 

And diere was given unto him a mouth speak­
ing great diings and blasphemies; and power was 
given unto him to continue forty and two mondis. 
And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against 
God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, 
and diem diat dwell in heaven. 

And it was given unto him to make war with 
die saints, and to overcome them: and power was 
given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and 
nations (Rev. 13:1-7). 

Here, as in Daniel 7, the beast rises out of the sea, 
proving that he is a Gentile. Here, too, he opens his 
mouth in blasphemy against God, as does the "little 
horn" of Daniel 7:25. T h e beast of Revelation 13 
makes war against die saints, as does the little horn of 
Daniel 7; both last for three and a half years. Th i s 
repeated similarity leads to the inevitable conclusion 
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that the little horn and the beast of Revelation 13 are 
identical. Daniel's vision is a prophecy of stirring events 
still ahead of us. 

There are ten horns (Dan. 7:7), and the interpre­
tation revealed that these are ten kings (Dan. 7:7, 24). 
We are told exactly the same thing in Revelation, 
where we read that the horns were ten kings which 
even then had received no kingdom as yet (Rev. 17:12). 
There comes up another little horn in Daniel 7 who 
tears up three of the ten horns, leaving seven of them 
and making himself the eighth horn. We are told the 
same thing in Revelation 17, but instead of using the 
figure of horns there, it refers to the seven heads on 
the beast. In the past, when John wrote the book of 
Revelation, there were seven forms of government in 
ancient Rome, called "seven kings" (or kingdoms, for 
the one stands for the other) in Revelation 17:10. 
When John wrote, five of these were past, he says, one 
was then in power, and the seventh had not yet come, 
but would do so. The Roman power would be revived, 
for John says (Rev. 17:11) that there would be an 
"eighth" (there were only seven in the past, so that 
the eighth looks on to the future), and he is called the 
"beast." Thus the eighth horn of Daniel 7 and the 
eighth king of Revelation 17:11 are one and the same. 
We have already seen the striking likeness in their 
character and conduct. As we have said, this person is 
a Gentile, for he rises out of the sea. This is said of him 
both here and in the book of Revelation. To say that 
the first beast of Revelation 13 is the Antichrist is 
untenable, for the Antichrist is a Jew and the beast of 
Revelation 13:1 is not. The little horn of Daniel 7:8 is 
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the blaspheming, persecuting ruler of the future con­
federacy of western European nations, a coalition of 
ten countries united under the forceful leadership of 
this sinister Satan-inspired person called the "beast." 
He isn't a beast, but a forceful leader of men, but he 
will act as a beast acts, without regard to God or man. 

It is this that our chapter in Daniel speaks of. This 
"horn" has eyes like a man, and a mouth speaking great 
things. The eyes suggest keen intelligence and sagacity; 
the ready mouth probably indicates that he will be a 
great leader, a spellbinder maybe somewhat after the 
style of Adolf Hitler, whose rantings some of us heard 
years ago. One special feature of his rule is the persecu­
tion of the saints (v. 21), and he overcomes them; the 
same thing is said of the beast in Revelation 13. The 
saints, of course, are the Jewish believers in the forth­
coming great tribulation. The prophecies of Daniel 
have no relation whatever to the church or to the saints 
of this day. We read here (v. 21) that this horn (the 
beast) prevails against the saints, from man's point of 
view. We get God's point of view in Revelation 15:2 
where we read of these very same Jewish saints and are 
told that they "had gotten the victory over the beast." 
As we are told in Revelation 12:11, "they overcame 
him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the 
death." We see (Rev. 15:2) those martyred saints in 
heaven, standing with their Lord on the sea of glass. 
Though slain for Christ's sake, they are not seen as the 
victims, but as the victors. The believer always has the 
victory through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This future "superman," called here the "little 
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horn" and in Revelation 13 and 17 the "beast," will not 
last long. He dominates and persecutes for only three 
and a half years—the period of the forthcoming great 
tribulation—and then we read, "I beheld even till the 
beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to 
the burning flame" (v. 11; also Rev. 19:20). 

The Lord Jesus Christ, spoken of as the "Ancient 
of days," for He is the Eternal God, sits now on the 
throne. His white hair as wool and His raiment white 
as snow identify Him for us as the Son of God as seen 
in Revelation 1:13, 14. Millions of angels minister to 
Him; billions stand before Him to be judged for their 
sins (w. 9-11). The beast is slain, but the others have 
their lives prolonged for a season (v. 12), for many pas­
sages in the Old Testament and some in the New Testa­
ment tell us that during the reign of Christ nations 
shall still continue to function; "they shall bring the 
glory and honor of the nations into it" (Rev. 21:26). 

Finally, Daniel sees the kingdom given into the 
hands of the Son of Man as He comes in the clouds of 
heaven. Matthew 24:30 refers to this coming when the 
dominion shall be His forevermore, when all nations, 
peoples, and languages shall serve Him and shall praise 
His name. We, His saints, shall be with Him in that 
glorious day of His triumph and power. Praise His 
name! Our blessed Lord shall share His glory with His 
own, for "the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness 
of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given 
to the people of the saints of the most High, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey him" (v. 27). These latter are His 
earthly saints, the redeemed of Israel; they shall share 
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in Christ's earthly glory, as we shall in His heavenly. 
The chapter closes by saying that Daniel's cogita­

tions much troubled him. No wonder, for all this was 
so new and strange to him, and only the merest outline 
of all this was given to him. Today, with the increased 
light cast upon these things in the New Testament, 
these prophecies are much clearer. As we meditate 
upon them, we thrill to the wisdom, power, and glory 
of God, and we praise Him for the matchless grace 
poured out upon us through the merits of His beloved 
Son, and for the honors that await Him when the day 
of the Lord arrives. 





8 
CONCERNING PERSIA AND GREECE 

This chapter deals wth events and kingdoms in 
relation to the East, especially concerning Persia and 
more extensively the Grecian dynasty—that which aiose 
out of the empire of Alexander the Great. And of these 
Syria is particularly brought before us because of its 
relation to Israel, the people which God ever has in 
view. Chapter 11 also calls us to consider Syria and its 
history. On the other hand, chapters seven and nine 
unveil the past and the future of the western power-
that of Rome—as seen in the fourth beast (7:19-25) 
and as we shall see in chapter 9 (w. 24-27). 

The first twenty-two verses of our present chapter 
are now history, and the accuracy of these prophecies 
has been fully attested by their historic development. 
Verses 23-25 speak of things which are still future. In 
this chapter, for the first time, the second and the third 
of these world empires are identified by name, of which 
Babylon was the first and Rome the fourth and last. 
Here we are told that Medo-Persia was the second and 
Greece the third. In chapter seven we saw these same 
two powers under the figures of wild beasts—the Persian 
as a bear (7:5), and the Grecian as a leopard (7:6). 

In our chapter now these same two kingdoms 
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appear to Daniel in another vision, this time under the 
simile of a ram (v. 3), and a he-goat (v. 5). We are 
plainly told in verses 20 and 21 who these are, "The 
ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings 
of Media and Persia: And the rough goat is the king 
of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes 
is the first king." (This first king was the well-known 
Alexander the Great.) We'll consider this chapter in 
detail as we proceed. 

Daniel saw this vision in Shushan the palace, in 
the province of Elam, by the river of Ulai. The stage 
for the dramatic happenings in the book of Esther was 
set in this palace (Esther 1:2) which was in Persia, 
for Elam was the same as Persia. Daniel first saw a ram 
with two horns, the one horn was higher than the other, 
and the higher came up last (v. 3). The two horns, 
both high, refer to the fact that there were two rulers 
at the same time in Medo-Persia, and that the one 
which came last into power—the Persian—became the 
most influential of the two. The same fact is suggested 
in chapter 7 where the bear raised itself up on one side, 
answering to the thought here that the one ruler was 
higher than the other (7:5). How amazing this is that 
Daniel saw and revealed this before this empire ever 
came into power. He saw it, he tells us, in the first year 
of Belshazzar. How it rejoices the believer in the Bible 
to thus see its divine perfection set forth! 

In verse 4 we are told that this Medo-Persian 
empire conquered others in three directions—westward, 
northward, and southward, which corresponds to the 
other illustration (7:5) that the bear had three ribs in 
its mouth, picturing his conquests of three different 
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nations as here stated. Now (w. 5-7), our attention is 
called to the next empire—the Grecian. Some 200 years 
before Alexander the Great appeared on the world's 
stage, God, through His servant Daniel, tells us not 
only about his coming but also, in astounding detail 
(chap. 11), about those who were to come after him. 
All glory to our God! 

All the world now knows of the dashing campaigns 
of Alexander, who is seen (v. 5) coming from the west 
(west of the land of Israel), for he was the commander 
of the Grecian armies. His tremendous speed, "touched 
not the ground" (v. 5), answering to the agility of the 
leopard (7:6) which is also noted for its speed. He 
conquered Persia and stamped upon its king—Darius 
Conomanus. In rapid succession he went on to defeat 
and annex Syria, Phoenicia, Cyprus, Egypt, and Baby­
lonia, as hinted at in our chapter (w. 5-7). He waxed 
very great (v. 8), and died in 323 B.C. when only 32 
years of age. And now again we are told a detail that 
only God could know—that after his death his empire 
was to be broken up into four divisions, under the four 
"notable horns" (v. 8). These four horns are the same 
as the four heads (7:6); both refer to Alexander's suc­
cessors. These four were Alexander's prominent gen­
erals: Cassander, Lysimachus, Seleucus, and Ptolemy. 
The four divisions of his empire were Syria, Egypt, 
Macedonia, and Asia Minor. Of these four countries 
only two appear from here on in the book of Daniel, 
namely Syria and Egypt, for the simple reason that 
these two had definite relationships with Israel, and, 
as has been said repeatedly before, prophecy has the 
nation of Israel in view. Syria lies to the north of the 



88 DANIEL, T H E MAN AND THE MESSAGE 

land of Palestine and Egypt to the south. The leaders 
of those lands afterward are continually known as the 
king of the north and the king of the south. 

In chapter 11 we have a long list of kings and 
their doings, both from Egypt and from Syria, wind­
ing up with the last of the Syrian kings that Scripture 
mentions, the one known as Antiochus Epiphanes, who 
is described in chapter 11 from verse 21 to verse 35. 
But in our present chapter (w. 8-14) all the kings of 
Syria, from Alexander's death to the rise of Antiochus 
Epiphanes in 176 B.C., are completely omitted; all the 
attention is focused on this same Antiochus Epiphanes, 
so famous, or rather infamous, in Jewish history. He is 
the "little horn" of verse 9. In contrast to the "little 
horn" of chapter 7 (v. 8) who sprang out of the Roman 
empire, this one comes out of Syria at the end of the 
Grecian empire, thus they are not the same. The one 
of our chapter came out of the third empire, the one of 
chapter 7 out of the fourth. The little horn of chapter 
7, as we have seen, is the future powerful ruler called 
the "beast" in Revelation 13 and 17, while this one has 
reference to Antiochus Epiphanes of past history, but 
who in his character illustrates the future "king of the 
north," a future political power to the north of the land 
of Israel, at which we shall look later. 

This Syrian ruler was to become powerful toward 
the pleasant land—the land of Israel (v. 9). He was to 
persecute the Jewish saints, the "host of heaven" (v. 
10). He is the oppressor Antiochus Epiphanes, whose 
oppression and sacrilege is given in the book of the 
Maccabees. When he had conquered Jerusalem the 
daily sacrifice was abolished, and he offered a sow upon 
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the altar and sprinkled its blood in the temple. Some 
100,000 pious Jews were massacred by him. This abomi­
nation was to last (v. 14) for 2300 days, which is about 
the time Antiochus ruled. At the end of those 2300 
days the sanctuary was cleansed, under the leadership 
of Judas Maccabaeus, in 165 B.C. Going back from that 
date to the time when Antiochus interfered with the 
Jewish worship covers those 2300 days. Verse 12 of our 
chapter says that because of "transgressions" (that is, 
Israel's sin and departure from God) the Lord sent this 
scourge against His people. The same thing will be 
true in the future day of Israel's great tribulation; it 
also will be God's judgment on His erring people. This 
Antiochus is not the Antichrist, but I believe he is 
meant to portray "the" Antichrist to come. The Anti­
christ will be a Jew and is delineated for us in chapter 
11:21-35. This man of our chapter is a gentile ruler, 
but I believe he illustrates for us like future happenings. 

Daniel is given the interpretation of all this (w. 
13-23) which we have already considered. The history 
of Medo-Persia and Greece is past, but much of it, as 
we have seen, foretells the things that are to happen 
when the end comes. Daniel is told about this "time of 
the end" (v. 17), "the last end of the indignation" (v. 
19), "the latter time of their kingdom" (v. 23); hence, 
the closing verses of this chapter, from verse 23 on, 
have to do with the "end," the end of Israel's history. 
The "indignation" is a term frequently used in connec­
tion with God's outpoured judgments, as in Isaiah 
10:25, or Isaiah 26:20 where we read, "Come, my 
people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy 
doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little 
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moment, until the indignation be overpast." Here the 
inference is Israel's coming hour of tribulation, and it 
is this that the closing verses of our chapter speak of. 
During that hour of Israel's trouble a king of fierce 
countenance shall stand up; he shall wonderfully de­
stroy many of the Jews ("the holy people" of v. 24). 
He will stand up against the Prince of princes (the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself) but shall be smashed (which we 
know will take place at Christ's coming in power and 
glory in that day when He comes to take vengeance). 

Who is this king? First of all we must see that he 
comes out of the north, out of Syria (w. 22, 23). He is 
therefore some mighty ruler who will rise to power 
over a country or countries to the north of the land of 
Israel; and since our chapter at its close deals with the 
future, the reference is to a king of the north in the 
end time. He will not be known by that title, "the 
Assyrian," I suppose, but, since the Assyrian kings of 
the past were Israel's enemies, that same assignation is 
used when speaking of their future enemy—the king 
of the north. Verses in the prophet Isaiah's writings 
will make this abundantly clear. Isaiah 8:7, 8 speaks 
plainly of the Assyrian as Israel's scourge in the past, 
and we know from the Biblical record that God brought 
the Assyrians upon Israel and they carried them away 
to their own country (I Chron. 5:26). 

There are a number of passages telling of the 
invasions by the Assyrian in Israel's future. One very 
interesting chapter in that regard is Isaiah 10. It is 
worth while reading it through carefully in this connec­
tion, with the king of the north of our chapter. This 
Assyrian is called "the rod of mine anger, and the staff 
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in their hand is mine indignation: I will send him 
against an hypocritical nation, and against the people 
of my wrath" (Isa. 10:5, 6). For how long? Until God's 
purpose is accomplished, for we read that "when the 
Lord hath performed his whole work upon Mount Zion 
and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout 
heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high 
looks" (Isa. 10:12). This agrees with the judgment that 
falls on the king of the north in chapter 8 of Daniel. 
T h a t this "king of Assyria" has in view a future mighty 
king of the north is plainly established when one 
reads on: 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the 
house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him 
that smote them; but shall stay upon the Lord, the 
Holy One of Israel, in truth. The remnant shall 
return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty 
God. 

For though thy people Israel be as the sand of 
the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the 
consumption decreed shall overflow with right­
eousness. 

For the Lord God of hosts shall make a con­
sumption, even determined, in the midst of all the 
land (Isa. 10:20-23). 

T o prove that all this is still future it is only neces­
sary to turn to Romans 9:27 where the apostle Paul 
quotes verse 22 above as lying in Israel's future, in the 
day of their spiritual restoration to God when Israel, 
as Isaiah 10:21 says, "shall re turn . . u n t o the mighty 
God." Since these verses of Isaiah clearly point to 
Israel's future restoration and God's use of the Assyrian 
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at that time, it is inevitable that the Assyrian of Isaiah 
10 and the king of the north of our chapter are identical. 
Later on we might suggest who this king of the north 
might well be. 

Micah 5 also speaks of this future Assyrian. This, 
too, must be still before us, for he does not arise, as 
this chapter shows, unti l long after the bir th of Christ 
which is announced in the second verse of this chapter. 
Here is Micah's contribution to this subject: 

Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of 
troops: he hath laid siege against us: they shall 
smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the 
cheek. But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet 
out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to 
be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting. Therefore will he 
give them up, until the time that she which travail-
eth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his 
brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. 

And he shall stand and feed in the strength of 
the Lord, in die majesty of the name of the Lord 
his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be 
great unto the ends of the earth. And this man 
shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come 
into our land: and when he shall tread in our 
palaces, dien shall we raise against him seven 
shepherds, and eight principal men. And they shall 
waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the 
land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof: thus 
shall he deliver us from the Assyrian, when he 
cometh into our land, and when he treadeth within 
our borders. And the remnant of Jacob shall be 
in the midst of many people as a dew from the 
Lord, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth 
not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men 
(Micah 5:1-7). 
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The whole story of Israel's sin and blessing is told 
out here in few words, from the birth of Christ to His 
glorious reign, and the role of the Assyrian can only 
be a future one, for nothing like this has taken place 
since the Cross of Christ. These verses begin with the 
birth of Christ, speak of His death (smitten upon the 
cheek), then go on to Israel's future tribulation (the 
time of travail, v. 3), Christ's glorious coming and reign, 
the destruction of the future king of the north which 
takes place at Christ's coming (when He shall be great 
unto the ends of the earth, v. 4), and, finally, following 
the judgment of Israel's enemies at Christ's coming, 
their millennial blessedness under His beneficent sway 
as described so beautifully here in verse 7. Our interest 
in these verses at present is that they prove that the 
Assyrian refers to a future power, the future king of 
the north. 

When will this king of the north attack Israel? The 
answer is "when the transgressors are come to the full" 
in the latter days (Dan. 8:23). In other words, this will 
take place when Israel has become apostate in the wor­
ship of the beast and the Antichrist (Rev. 13). Then 
this scourge from the north shall invade the land, as 
seen later in Daniel 11. 

Daniel fainted and was sick certain days (v. 27). 
No wonder, when he realized that this dark time had 
to do with his own beloved people. How happy is our 
lot who rejoice in the blessed hope of being caught up 
to the glory above at the coming of our Lord Jesus, 
thus to escape those fearful days yet to transpire upon 
this earth. 





9 
DANIEL'S LAST WEEK 

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus 
of the seed of the Medes, Daniel understood by books, 
and apparently especially by the prophecy of Jeremiah, 
that the number of the years of Israel's exile would be 
seventy, and that they were about to reach their end. 
This Ahasuerus mentioned in the first verse is not the 
Ahasuerus of the book of Esther, for that one is well 
known in history under the name of Xerxes; he was the 
descendant of Cyrus king of Persia, and he ascended the 
throne of Persia in 485 B.C., more than 50 years after 
the events of this chapter. The Darius of our chapter 
is the same one who threw Daniel into the lions' den. 
This has to be so, for in 536 B.C. Cyrus issued the edict 
to the Jews to go back to Jerusalem and build there the 
house of God (Ezra 1:1-4), while the Darius of chapter 
6 in Daniel ascended the throne in 538 B.C., two years 
before the seventy years of Israel's captivity came to an 
end; we are plainly told in the opening verses of our 
chapter that that date had arrived. 

It is wonderful to see that, though Daniel was no 
mean prophet himself, he had yet read the then-existing 
prophecies of the Word of God, written by Jeremiah 
and possibly other writers, for II Chronicles 36:20, 21 
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also speaks of this period of seventy years spent in 
Babylon. 

Having read the Word (v. 2), Daniel then prays 
(w . 3-19). Reading and meditation on God's Word 
always leads to prayer and confession too, because we 
realize our many sins and failures in His sight. Daniel's 
passionate prayer, confession, and pleadings for God's 
mercy are so stirring that we quote the whole of this 
outpouring of the soul of this great man of God: 

And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek 
by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sack­
cloth, and ashes: And I prayed unto the Lord my 
God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, 
the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant 
and mercy to them that love him, and to them that 
keep his commandments; 

We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, 
and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even 
by departing from thy precepts and from thy judg­
ments: Neither have we hearkened unto thy ser­
vants the prophets, which spake in thy name to 
our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all 
the people of the land. O Lord, righteousness 
belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of 
faces, as at this day; to die men of Judah, and to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, 
diat are near, and that are far off, through all the 
countries whither thou hast driven them, because 
of their trespass that they have trespassed against 
thee. O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, 
to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, 
because we have sinned against thee. T o the Lord 
our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though 
we have rebelled against him; 

Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord 
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our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before 
us by his servants the prophets. Yea, all Israel have 
transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they 
might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is 
poured upon us, and the oath that is written in 
the law of Moses the servant of God, because we 
have sinned against him. And he hath confirmed 
his words, which he spake against us, and against 
our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a 
great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not 
been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem. As it 
is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come 
upon us: yet made we not our prayer before the 
Lord our God, that we might turn from our 
iniquities, and understand thy truth. 

Therefore hath the Lord watched upon the 
evil, and brought it upon us: for the Lord our God 
is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for 
we obeyed not his voice. And now, O Lord our 
God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the 
land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten 
thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we 
have done wickedly. 

O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I 
beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be 
turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy 
mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniqui­
ties of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are 
become a reproach to all that are about us. 

Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer 
of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy 
face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, 
for the Lord's sake. O my God, incline thine ear, 
and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our desola­
tions, and the city which is called by thy name: 
for we do not present our supplications before thee 
for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. 



98 DANIEL, T H E M A N AND THE MESSAGE 

O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, 
hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O 
my God: for thy city and thy people are called by 
thy name. 

We listen with holy awe to Daniel's confession of 
the sins of the people with which he fully identifies 
himself; he acknowledges their refusal to listen to God 
as H e pleaded with them through the prophets, and he 
admits that God is right in His dealings with them and 
that they were wrong. He beseeches God to show them 
mercy, closing his prayer with earnest pleas for His 
pardoning mercy. H e confesses sins of which he, him­
self, could hardly have been guilty, for he was a very 
young lad when carried into Babylon. H e was appar­
ently a very godly lad at that, and his whole long life 
had been lived these 70 years past to the glory of God, 
in communion with Him. One cannot but feel what a 
magnificent type of Christ this man is. Christ was abso­
lutely sinless, yet He, too, confessed the sins of men as 
His own. H e speaks of "my" sins and "my" foolishness 
(Psalm 38:4, 5). We read in I I Corinthians 5:19 that 
H e did not impute our trespasses unto us; nay, H e 
charged Himself with our sins. Daniel in our chapter 
breathes this blessed spirit of Christ. 

If God is to act for His name, then His fury must 
be turned away from His city Jerusalem, for, in regard 
to the nation of Israel, Jerusalem is the only city on 
earth that bore His name. Just as Jerusalem was God's 
choice for Israel in the past, so it will be in the future, 
as we read, for instance, in Zechariah 2:12, "And the 
Lord shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, 
and shall choose Jerusalem again." Zechariah 14:16-21 
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expatiates on this same theme, for we read, "And it 
shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families 
of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the 
Lord of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain" (v. 17). 

Twice over Daniel tells us that it was while he was 
yet speaking that the answer came from God (w. 
20, 21). Is there not a suggestion here that a deep sense 
of failure and confession thereof to God brings a ready 
answer from Him? Daniel was not "saying" a prayer; he 
was in dead earnest and in deep agony of soul. There 
may be another reason why the answer came so quickly: 
Daniel's confession, I believe, is a foreshadow of the 
future repentance of Israel and their turning back to 
God in the coming day of their tribulation, and then, 
too, the deliverance will come immediately. 

The angel Gabriel came to Daniel while he was 
yet on his knees, so to speak. It took the heavenly mes­
senger only a few moments to travel all the way from 
the throne of God in the highest heaven down to earth; 
quite thrilling, isn't it? He came to give Daniel (and 
us) a very unique revelation, contained in the last 
verses of this chapter. Our chapter divides into these 
two sections—prayer (w. 1-19), and prophecy (w. 24-27). 

This pregnant, prophetic unfolding of the future 
of Israel is perhaps the most important one we have in 
regard to the future of Israel and the world. The great 
events spoken of in the final verses of this chapter are 
detailed in the book of Revelation. The seven-year 
period of our text is an enlightening confirmation of 
the truth unveiled in the book of Revelation, and 
therein lies, as I see it, the great value of this closing 
portion of Daniel 9. John in the book of Revelation is 
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not telling us anything new or radically different, but 
he confirms the same truth found here in Daniel 9 in 
embryo. Here is a clearer translation of verses 24-27: 

Seventy weeks are apportioned out upon thy 
people and upon thy holy city to finish the trans­
gression, and to make an end of sins, and to cover 
iniquity, and to bring in the righteousness of the 
ages, and to seal the vision and prophet, and to 
anoint the holy of holies. 

Know therefore and understand, that from 
the going forth of the word to restore and to re­
build Jerusalem unto Messiah the Prince shall be 
seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. The street and 
the wall shall be built again, even in troublous 
times. And after the sixty-two weeks shall Messiah 
be cut off and shall have nothing; and the people 
of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary, and the end thereof shall be 
with an overflow, and unto the end war desolations 
are determined. 

And he shall confirm a covenant with the 
many for one week, and in the midst of the week 
he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to 
ceass, and because of the protection of abomina­
tions there shall be a desolator, even until the 
consummation, and what is determined shall be 
poured out upon the desolator. 

There is no need to establish the fact that these 
seventy "sevens" (as the Hebrew word reads) imply 
seventy times seven years, or a total of 490 years. History 
has proven that clearly. Before we consider the things 
which those 490 years deal with, let us stop to consider 
for a moment this period of 490 years. You will remem­
ber there is another 490 years mentioned in the Old 
Testament, in connection with Israel's history. We read 
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in Leviticus 25:4 that God had ordered that the land in 
Israel was to be given a complete whole year of rest 
every seven years, called the "sabbatical" year. But the 
people in their greed had ignored this command, but 
had continued to extract crops from the soil without 
this period of relief. It is for that reason they were car­
ried to Babylon, as we read, "And them that had escaped 
from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they 
were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the 
kingdom of Persia: To fulfill the word of the Lord by 
the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her 
sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sab­
bath, to fulfill threescore and ten years" (II Chron. 
36:20, 21). 

Seventy sabbatical years—one for every seven years 
—tells us that for a total of seventy times seven, or 490 
years, they had robbed the land and disobeyed God. 
Those were the 490 years of the past; the ones in Daniel 
9 are the 490 years of the future (most of these are 
past now too). Both of these periods of 490 years have 
to do with the land of Israel. For 490 years the land 
had no rest in the past; for the 490 years of our chapter 
the people are to have no rest. These 490 years, we are 
told, would be troublous times for Israel, and how well 
history has borne this out. They never had it easy 
again after their return from the exile in Babylon. The 
most troubled time of all is to come during these last 
seven years of our text, which are still future—Israel's 
tribulation that lies ahead. All their past from the time 
Cyrus issued the edict to return to the land has been 
one of sorrow and trouble. Think of the oppression of 
the Syrian rulers during the time of the Maccabees, 
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later their oppression under the Roman heel, their 
dreadful woes in A.D. 70 when driven out of their 
land, and, alas, the worst is yet to come, as the book of 
Revelation demonstrates. 

This leads me to think of another 490 in Scripture. 
You may read about it in Matthew 18:22. When Peter 
asked how many times one should forgive his brother, 
Jesus answered him, "I say not unto thee, Until seven 
times: but, Until seventy times seven," or 490 times. 
I don't think I am imagining that this 490 has some 
reference to the other two. The two of the Old Testa­
ment speak of God's hand of judgment on His people; 
this 490 times for forgiveness would have us know that 
His forgiving grace matches His hand of chastening. 
Israel shall yet know His tender compassion and restor­
ing mercy. 

Six things were to be accomplished during those 
490 years: (1) to finish the transgression; (2) to make 
an end of sin; (3) to cover iniquity; (4) to bring in 
the righteousness of the ages; (5) to seal the vision and 
the prophet; (6) to anoint the Holy of holies. In inter­
preting these things we know that Christ has died; 
divine righteousness has been provided for the sinner. 
The event itself has taken place, but as far as the bear­
ing of this on the nation of Israel we should say that 
none of these six things has happened yet. (1) This 
prophecy has them in view and, as far as Israel is con­
cerned, their transgression has not yet been taken away. 
(2) Their sins are still upon them. (3) Though Christ 
has made atonement, Israel is still blinded in unbelief 
and unconverted. (4) The righteousness of the ages is 
not come. (This world is full of unrighteousness; the 
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righteousness of the ages looks to the millennial reign 
of Christ.) (5) The vision is still a sealed message to 
Israel. (6) The Holy of holies is not yet anointed, for 
the simple reason that there is at present no such thing 
—the temple on Mount Zion has not yet been built, but 
it will be. Thus these six things for Israel are all still 
in the future, though the atoning work on which they 
rest—the death of Christ upon the Cross—has been a 
matter of history these 1900 years. 

These 70 weeks, or 490 years, are divided in our 
text into three portions. One was to last 7 weeks, or 49 
years, the second portion, 69 weeks, or 434 years, and 
then the final one week, or seven years. The first period 
began at the commandment to restore and to rebuild 
Jerusalem, which history has plainly established was 
issued in 445 B.C., and the Bible tells us by whom, as 
we shall see in a moment. This decree has no reference 
to the edict given by Cyrus the Persian, as recorded in 
Ezra 1:1-4: 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, 
that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jere­
miah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the 
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a 
proclamation diroughout all his kingdom, and put 
it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of 
Persia, the Lord God of heaven hath given me all 
the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged 
me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is 
in Judah. 

Who is there among you of all his people? 
his God be with him, and let him go up to Jeru­
salem, which is in Judah, and build the house of 
the Lord God of Israel (he is the God), which is 

in Jerusalem. And whosoever remaineth in any 
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place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place 
help him with silver, and with gold, and with 
goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering 
for the house of God that is in Jerusalem. 

This had to do with the rebuilding of the temple, 
not with the city of Jerusalem, which is the subject of 
the decree in our chapter. T h e act by Cyrus had been 
foretold by Isaiah the prophet perhaps 200 years or so 
before this king came on the scene. God says of Cyrus, 
"He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: 
even saying to Jerusalem, T h o u shalt be built; and to 
the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid" (Isa. 44:28). 
This proclamation by Cyrus is recorded in II Chronicles 
36:22, 23 as follows: 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, 
that the word of the Lord spoken by the mouth 
of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
he made a proclamation throughout all his king­
dom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith 
Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth 
hath the Lord God of heaven given me; and he 
hath charged me to build him an house in Jeru­
salem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you 
of all his people? The Lord his God be with him, 
and let him go up. 

T h e above is repeated, as we saw already, in the 
opening verses of the book of Ezra, and repeated in 
a similar manner in Ezra 5:13-15. This temple was 
finished in the sixth year of Darius the king (Ezra 
6:15). T h e decree by Cyrus to rebuild the temple was 
given in 536 B.C.; for that was the first year of his 
reign, while the decree to rebuild the city (not the 
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temple) was given in 445 B.C. by Artaxerxes, or 91 
years after Cyrus' proclamation. What about these 91 
years between these two proclamations? For many years 
this puzzled me, for we know from Nehemiah 2:1 that 
Nehemiah was sent by Axtaxerxes to rebuild the city 
in the twentieth year of the reign of that monarch. His­
tory confirms that Artaxerxes began to reign in 465 
B.C., so that the twentieth year of his rule brings us to 
445 B.C., the year the commandment to restore and to 
rebuild Jerusalem was given, to which Daniel 9:25 
refers. We know from the book of Nehemiah (chapter 
2) that this commandment to rebuild Jerusalem was 
given to Nehemiah himself. Now in the book of Nehe­
miah (8:9) we see Ezra and Nehemiah in the land of 
Israel together, yet Ezra had gone back to the land 91 
years before—in 536 B.C., under Cyrus' permission. 
How could these two, 91 years apart, be in the land at 
the same time? I say this puzzled me for many years 
until I began to do a little checking and found out my 
blunder. And the blunder was that I had always taken 
for granted that Ezra came to the land when Cyrus 
issued his edict, because he writes all about it in his 
book, even giving the names of all those who went back 
to the land at that time. But I found out I was wrong 
in that assumption; I learned the lesson never to assume 
anything when it concerns the Word of God. Ezra him­
self tells us when he returned to the land; he did not 
go with the first group for the simple reason he had 
not been born yet at that time; he did not go until 78 
years later. In Ezra 7:6, 7 he reveals that he went back 
in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king, the same 
king who gave Nehemiah permission to return to re-
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build Jerusalem. The seventh year of Artaxerxes was 
the year 458 B.C., for this Artaxerxes began to reign 
in 465 B.C. Since the decree to rebuild the temple was 
issued by Cyrus in 536 B.C. and Ezra did not go to the 
land until 458 B.C., Ezra went back 78 years after those 
whom he mentions in the opening of his book. Ezra 
wasn't there at the time of the opening chapters of his 
book (he wasn't born yet), though he was used of God 
to record those events. This taught me the lesson not to 
take things for granted. You will notice in reading Ezra 
that his name is never mentioned in the first six chap­
ters (he was not there), but in chapter 7 he tells us 
that he then went up from Babylon in 458 B.C., 78 
years later. And Nehemiah tells us that he went in the 
twentieth year of Artaxerxes, or 13 years after Ezra did, 
who tells us he went in the seventh year of that same 
king. Ezra went to Jerusalem 78 years after Cyrus' 
decree; Nehemiah went 13 years later, or 91 years 
altogether. 

There are three periods of time totalling 91 years 
between the two decrees (the one to rebuild the temple, 
the other to restore the city), and these periods are 
defined for us in Ezra and Nehemiah. First, many went 
back under Cyrus' edict in 536 B.C. They rebuilt the 
temple, and Ezra tells us (6:15) they finished the job 
in the sixth year of Darius; this was 516 B.C., or 20 
years after they started building. Second, as we have 
seen already, Ezra went to Jerusalem in 458 B.C., or 
58 years after the temple had been finished. Third, 
Nehemiah came in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, or 
13 years after Ezra did; adding 20 to 58 to 13 brings 
91 years, or the total between Cyrus' order and that 
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of Artaxerxes. 
Now let us say again that the command to rebuild 

and restore Jerusalem (Dan. 9:25) was given by Arta­
xerxes in 445 B.C. and was given to Nehemiah (Neh. 
2:1). After the end of the 70 years of captivity in Baby­
lon, when Cyrus issued his decree, apparently only 
comparatively few went back; most of the Jews stayed 
in the land of Babylon including the ancestors of Ezra 
and Nehemiah. We see this same thing today. Now 
when many Jews have gone back to the land of Israel, 
vastly more stay in the land of their adoption, wherever 
that might be (millions in the United States). They 
seem perfectly content to do so; it was so then. The 
whole book of Esther is set in the land of Babylon long 
years after the 70-year exile had ended. The Ahasuerus 
of Esther 1:1 is the Xerxes of history, who began his 
reign (c. 485 B.C.) more than 50 years after the 70-year 
exile had ended. 

The seven sevens, or 49 years, first mentioned in 
our text cover the years (and more) in which Nehemiah 
and others were rebuilding the city. This is described 
in detail by Nehemiah in his book. Our text says those 
were troublous times, as Nehemiah tells us. The Jews 
were harassed by the enemy without and by the dis­
couragement and dullness of the Jews within (Ezra 9; 
10; Nehemiah). 

This first period is followed by 62 times seven 
years, or 434 years, making, with the first 49 years, a 
total of 483 years. Verse 26 of our chapter shows that 
these 483 years, beginning in 445 B.C., ended at the 
Cross of Christ, when Messiah was cut off. Sir Robert 
Anderson has shown conclusively the accuracy of this 
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prediction, for those 483 years exactly reached to the 
death of Christ. The decree in 445 B.C. was given in 
the month Nisan (Neh. 2:1), which is our month of 
March. Luke 3:1 shows that our Lord began His public 
ministry in the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar, well 
known in historical records as coming into power in 
A.D. 14, so that the fifteenth year of his reign would be 
A.D. 29, the year of the first passover of our Lord's 
public life. His crucifixion took place on the fourth 
passover of His ministry, which brings us to A.D. 32. 
In accordance with Jewish customs our Lord went up 
to Jerusalem on the eighth of Nisan, which fell that 
year on Friday. Having spent the sabbath at Bethany, 
He entered the holy city the following day. The Julian 
date of that tenth of Nisan was Sunday, the sixth of 
April, A.D. 32. Between March 14 of 445 B.C. and 
April 6, A.D. 32, there are exactly, to the very day, 
173,880 days. Changing these into years of 360 days, as 
the Jews reckon, we have 483 years, as foretold by 
Daniel in our chapter (vv. 25, 26). The Lord entered 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, April 6, which brings the 
date of His resurrection on the next Lord's day, April 
13. Today Easter is celebrated on various days, but the 
actual, factual date of our Lord's resurrection is on the 
Lord's day, April 13. 

These statistics are convincing and clearly estab­
lished by those who have checked historical data. It is 
enough for us ordinary Christians to know that our 
wonderworking God knew and told all this hundreds 
of years before it was to come to pass. We are, by these 
facts, absolutely sure that the Jesus who hung upon the 
Cross and rose from the tomb on the Lord's day, April 
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13, is the Messiah, the Savior of the world. 

And now verse 26, after recording the death of 
Christ, gives us further facts concerning what awaited 
the Jews—facts which are now history but the accuracy 
of which again proves this book to be the word of the 
living God. Verse 26 tells us about the nation of Israel, 
about their land, their city, their temple, and their 
sufferings. The Lord Himself prophesied that "they 
shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led 
away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled" (Luke 21:24). The chief priests 
and Pharisees in their blindness had foretold the same 
things saying, "If we let him thus alone, all men will 
believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take 
away both our place and nation" (John 11:48). They 
did not leave Him alone, yet these very things still 
happened. Our text prophesied these things. Jerusalem 
and the temple were to be destroyed, as happened in 
A.D. 70 under Titus. Tens of thousands of Jews were 
massacred and the rest carried captive into all nations, 
and Israel for many centuries ceased to be a nation. 
This, we know now, was done by the Roman power, 
called in our verse "the people of the prince that shall 
come." Our Lord Himself warned of this coming catas-
trophy, "And Jesus went out, and departed from the 
temple: and his disciples came to him for to show him 
the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said unto them, 
See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There 
shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall 
not be thrown down" (Matt. 24:1, 2). 
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T H E SEVENTIETH WEEK—THE FUTURE SEVEN YEARS 

The prince that shall come (v. 26) will make a 
covenant with many in Israel for those final seven years. 
Since we know the people of this "prince" are the 
Romans, it will mean that there will again be a Roman 
power in the future and that its ruler will make a treaty 
with Israel (v. 27). There is nothing even in the faint­
est degree in Scripture to suggest any such thing in the 
past, so this final seven years is future. There could 
not have been a covenant with Israel for the simple 
reason that there has been no Israel as a nation for 
centuries. The book of Revelation enlarges, in no un­
certain terms, on those coming seven years. There is 
thus an intermission here of at least 1900 years between 
verses 26 and 27. Verse 26 treats of Israel's destruction 
by the Roman power (now in the past) when their 
temple and their city were destroyed; verse 27 talks of 
Israel's alliance with the Romans in the future. This 
interval of some 1900 years is ignored here (because 
God is writing concerning Israel and not about the 
church), but it does exist between these two verses. It is 
the period in which we live, when God is gathering out 
of the world a body of believers known as His church, 
composed of those Jews and Gentiles who accept Christ 
as their Savior. Any number of scriptures in the Bible 
suggest this "parenthesis" of this day of grace. In 
Romans 11:25 and 26 we learn, for instance, that while 
blindness in part has afflicted Israel, "until the fulness 
of the Gentiles be come in," God is gathering to take 
home to glory a vast number of believers to Himself, 
whose home and inheritance is heaven, while the earth 
is Israel's future home. When the church is complete, 
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Israel will again be taken up by our Lord; the Deliverer 
will come to them. It is that final, future dealing of 
God with Israel that Daniel 9:27 has in view. 

The future Roman leader (we have repeatedly 
mentioned him as the "beast" of Rev. 13) will make a 
league with Israel, the nation which is now already 
and will be then in their own land. No doubt the treaty 
is made for political purposes, probably for Israel's pro­
tection from the many hostile powers surrounding that 
little country. He makes this covenant, not with all the 
people, but with the many, because godly Jews will 
refuse to have anything to do with this blaspheming 
apostate (Rev. 13:5). In the midst of this seven-year 
covenant, the Roman dictator will show his true colors 
and will force idolatrous worship on Israel and will 
cause to cease the worship of the true God (v. 27). This 
will lead to the fierce and deadly persecution of the 
Jews—their great tribulation. That this ruler causes the 
sacrifices to cease shows that the temple in Jerusalem 
must have been rebuilt at this time (II Thess. 2:4; 
Rev. 11:1, 2). Bitter persecution will break loose on 
those who refuse to worship the image of the beast 
(Rev. 13). He makes war with the saints (again let us 
say, this means the Jewish saints, for the church—God's 
heavenly saints—have been caught up to glory before 
this). His power, during those years of persecution, is to 
last three and a half years (Rev. 13:5; Rev. 11:2, 3, 9). 
These three and a half years are the years of the great 
tribulation, so frequently mentioned in the book of 
Revelation. We see those same three and a half years 
in chapter 12 of Revelation. The woman persecuted 
for that length of time (Rev. 12:14) is Israel, for the 
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opening verses of that chapter show this. She gave birth 
to the Savior, and she is hounded for the last three and 
a half years by Satan, who has been cast out of heaven 
in the middle of this last week of Daniel, at the very 
time this Roman ruler sets up the image in the temple 
for worship. Satan, in his madness, uses this "beast" as 
a tool to demand divine worship for himself. There is 
no doubt it is he who urges the Roman "beast" to 
break his league with Israel, and to kill those who re­
fuse to bow to his will. 

Our Lord speaks of this same tribulation to start 
at the beginning of those last three and a half years, for 
He says that when the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stands in the holy 
place it is time to flee (Matt. 24:15, 16). Now Daniel 
9:27 shows that this abomination is not set up until 
the middle of the seven-year period of Israel's future. 
The Lord Jesus speaks of that time of bitter woe when 
He says (Matt. 10) that His disciples would be perse­
cuted in that day, and that those (His messengers) 
with the message that the kingdom of Christ was at 
hand should not have gone over the cities of Israel 
till the Son of Man has come. The coming of the Son 
of Man takes place in the last days, so here in Matthew 
10 our Lord describes the day of Israel's tribulation 
just before their Lord shall come in power and glory 
to deliver them. 

Yes, Daniel speaks of a period of tragic horror for 
Israel (and in a large measure affecting the whole 
world too) for three and a half years. It makes me think 
of two other periods of time which lasted three and a 
half years, as given in the Bible: (1) The three and 
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a half years of famine in Elijah's day (Jas. 5:17). (2) 
The three and a half years of our Lord's public min­
istry. I cannot help but feel there is a distinct analogy 
here in relation to the three and a half years of the 
great tribulation. Note that both of these times ended 
at the Cross. Elijah reared up an altar at the end of 
that fearful time of God's judgment, and that altar cer­
tainly typifies the Cross of Christ. At the end of our 
Lord's three and a half years of ministry there stood 
His Cross. Elijah's three and a half years of ministry 
was one of judgment; our Lord's was a ministry of 
grace. Both of these features will be prominent during 
the three and a half years of the great tribulation. To 
many it will result in the outpouring of God's judg­
ment upon them; to many others it will mean eternal 
salvation, for many will be saved during those years as 
the gospel of the kingdom will be preached by the 
Jewish messengers. That double result—salvation for 
some and judgment for others—is seen so graphically 
in the other two periods. At the close of the period of 
judgment in Elijah's day the nation turned to God in 
repentance as Elijah reared up the altar (typifying the 
Cross); at the close of the ministry of grace on the part 
of our blessed Lord, the people turned from Him and 
crucified Him. The Cross stood for Israel's salvation in 
Elijah's day, for Israel's damnation in our Lord's day. 
The same two-fold result will occur during the tribula­
tion. And the central feature in each of these three 
periods is the Cross of Christ. In the day of Israel's 
restoration to the worship of Jehovah (Elijah's day) 
stood the Cross; at the end of Christ's ministry stood 
the Cross; and at the end of the tribulation once more 
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is seen the Cross, for Israel shall look on Him Whom 
they pierced (at the Cross) and shall in deep repentance 
be restored to Him and be saved through the merits of 
His precious blood shed on that Cross. For the ungodly 
then, as now, that Cross will be their eternal doom, 
and the three and a half years of "another chance here 
on earth" will end in their eternal perdition. On ac­
count of the abominations there shall be a desolator. 
On account of Israel's apostasy God will send a scourge 
against them in their land. We have previously looked 
at him as the man with the fierce countenance—the 
king of the north—who will invade the land, of whom 
we will hear more at the close of chapter 11. He will 
continue until the end (the consummation in v. 27) 
and then the judgment of God will fall on this desolator 
—this northern power of Israel's future day. We shall 
hear more of this later. No dates are given in Scripture 
for all this; it is not for us to know "the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power" 
(Acts 1:7). 



10 
A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENE 

A number of Jews had returned to the land at the 
end of the seventy years in Babylon, as we saw from the 
first chapter of Ezra (some say possibly some 50,000 of 
them). In the second verse of our chapter we read that 
Daniel mourned three full weeks, just two years after 
this exodus to the land had taken place. He certainly 
could not have been mourning about the end of their 
captivity; it was a matter for rejoicing. He probably 
mourned as he thought of the pitiable smallness of it 
all; just a few returned among so many. He possibly 
mourned over the indifference of those who had stayed 
in Babylon, or, on the other hand, of the weakness and 
feebleness of the whole movement and of the low spirit­
ual state of those who did return. He may have heard 
of the quarrels and dissensions among the returned 
exiles, and certainly the whole thing was humble and 
sad. It did not match in any way the glorious promises 
of Israel's future blessing which had been revealed to 
him by the Lord. He felt in heart like the older ones 
who had gone back, as told in Ezra 3:11-13: 

And they sang together by course in praising 
and giving thanks unto the Lord; because he is 
good, for his mercy endureth forever toward Israel. 
And all the people shouted with a great shout, 
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when they praised the Lord, because the founda­
tion of the house of the Lord was laid. 

But many of the priests and Levites and chief 
of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had 
seen the first house, when the foundation of this 
house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud 
voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: so that 
the people could not discern the noise of the shout 
of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: 
for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the 
noise was heard afar off. 

T h e older ones felt keenly the sharp contrast be­
tween the glory of Solomon's temple and the poor imi­
tation of that day. I t is so today, where young people 
often are very enthusiastic about things, the older be­
lievers mourn the sad condition spiritually among the 
saints, compared with the zeal and holiness and Chris­
tian fellowship they used to know. It is good to be 
grateful for the truth that is being held (as these still 
laid the foundation of the temple), and the foundation 
of the temple of God is Christ in His atoning death 
(I Cor. 3:11). I t is good instead of criticizing to turn 
to the Lord and pray for deeper spiritual life. There is 
always such a great need for confession, while looking 
to God for spiritual revival and greater spiritual power. 

In the first verse we read that Daniel had a reve­
lation given to him and had been made to understand 
the vision. It was concerning a long war, as the phrase 
"the time appointed was long" in verse 1 should read. 
There seems no doubt that the revelation concerns the 
long wars that were to come, as related in the eleventh 
chapter in detail. Since Daniel understood this, it 
means he grasped the sad t ruth that many years of dis-
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tress lay before his loved people, and so it is little 
wonder that he fasted and mourned. There probably 
were the additional reasons which we suggested above. 

In answer to Daniel's deep exercise of heart, a 
glorious Person appears to him and this can have been 
no other than the Lord Jesus Himself; the One Who 
in similar aspect appeared to John (Rev. 1:13-16). The 
effect of this visit was much like to the effect it had on 
the apostle John; both fell prostrate at His feet (v. 9; 
Rev. 1:17). Daniel records (v. 7) that he alone saw the 
vision; those who were with him did not. This reminds 
us of the experience of the apostle Paul who saw the 
same majestic Person—not on earth but in heaven—of 
whom also it is said that those who journeyed with 
him "stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no 
man" (Acts 9:7). Daniel's comeliness was turned into 
corruption and he retained no strength (v. 8). In the 
presence of God the holiest of men feel their utter sin­
fulness and nothingness, and this is truly a healthy 
experience. How lovely to see the progress in Daniel's 
life and experience: he begins it as a young lad, with 
purpose of heart standing true to God and His Word; 
God reveals His mind to him in the dreams he was 
able to understand and interpret (even as we grow in 
the knowledge of the Word); the angel Gabriel appears 
to him twice (8:16; 9:21); at last the very Person of 
the Christ of God comes to him. Every Christian today 
ought to know the blessedness of a realized presence of 
Christ, but, as here, there are steps that lead up to this. 

From the tenth verse to the end of the chapter it 
is apparent that another now speaks to Daniel (v. 13 
proves that it is not the Lord Himself, for He needs 
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help from nobody). Most likely it is the same Gabriel 
who had come to Daniel before. Twice over he addresses 
Daniel as a man "greatly beloved" (w. 11, 19). He has 
been sent to reveal to him that which is to befall the 
people of Daniel—the Jews—in the latter days (v. 14), 
and he goes on to do so in the last two chapters of this 
book. These chapters are of tremendous importance, 
and their understanding is essential to knowing what 
God is doing and will do in connection with Israel and 
the world, and incidentally hinting at the position of 
the church in this day of grace. 

From the moment Daniel had begun to pray about 
these matters, he is assured by the angel that the answer 
sped on its way toward him (v. 12), but it took twenty-
one days for Gabriel to reach him. This is in contrast 
to what we see in 9:21 where Gabriel, flying swiftly, 
came while Daniel was still praying. How encouraging 
both there and here to see that God hears and answers 
prayer, though the answer does not always come imme­
diately. Many saints have waited patiently for the 
answer to their desires, expressed for years in prayer. 

The prayer here was not recognized immediately, 
not because God could not have done so, but because 
Gabriel had an important appointment on the way to 
Daniel. He tells us about it in this chapter, and it 
throws a most interesting and solemn light on a realm 
beyond our vision; it gives, for good reasons, a peep 
behind the scenes, into the world of demonology. 
Satan's activities delayed Gabriel and his partner 
Michael. He says, "the prince of the kingdom of Persia 
withstood me one and twenty days." Needless to say, 
this "prince of Persia" could not have reference to a 
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human king or ruler, for no mere man could possibly 
and successfully delay a mighty angel of God. It is clear 
that we are introduced here to those powers of evi l -
fallen angels—of which the Bible has a good deal to say. 
For instance, we learn that Satan is the commander-in-
chief of hosts of wicked angels (Matt. 25:41); we read 
that they are called "the rulers of the darkness of this 
world" (Eph. 6:12). We learn here the amazing truth 
that angels—emmissaries of the devil—are actually in 
charge of nations, so that they are called the "prince of 
Persia" or of Greece (v. 20). Satan himself is called 
the "king of Tyrus" (Ezek. 28:12). We all know that 
the devil claimed all the kingdoms of the world as his, 
and our Lord did not question his claim (Luke 4:5, 6). 
It seems from our text that in every nation Satan has 
appointed an invisible ruler even as God appoints the 
visible human rulers, for we read that the powers that 
be are ordained of God. Satan maintains a vast political 
"lobby" in every nation to influence and agitate the 
human potentates; through human instrumentality to 
advance his wicked interests, both in the political and 
religious arenas, he is ever trying to exert his evil will 
and purposes through the governments of nations. This 
is quite clear from our chapter. How intensely serious 
this is. How well we can see it right now in laws passed 
that definitely are aimed at curtailing Christian liberty. 
One can almost feel the Satanic influence behind many 
of these things in our day. 

In all of this we do not forget that God is on the 
throne; though Satan does his evil best, he can do noth­
ing unless God in His wisdom permits it. In our chapter 
we see how God's messengers—these two mighty angels 
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—were sent to resist Satan's manipulations. Apparently 
some matter of great importance to Israel was under 
discussion or treatment at the Persian court (v. 13). 
Gabriel was sent, and Michael, especially in charge of 
Israel's affairs (12:1), came to help him. This Michael 
is of course not the Lord Jesus, as some would have it, 
for it says (v. 13) that he was one of the chief princes, 
and that could not apply to Christ. No, Michael is the 
only one of the angels called the "archangel" (Jude 9), 
and it is evident from Scripture that his special post 
was to look after Israel's interests. In our chapter his 
name appears for the first time on the pages of Scrip­
ture, though he is mentioned in Jude 9 as the angel 
who disputed with the devil about the body of Moses. 
These two angels stayed at the court of Persia for three 
weeks, apparently to resist the devil on a matter of 
great importance; it seems most likely that it concerned 
the return of Israel to their land, for the decree as to 
that return had been issued just two years before this. 
Anyhow, it concerned the people of Israel, and Satan 
sought to hinder their interests. 

After being told about the delay in coming to him, 
Daniel again is overcome and feels his utter weakness 
(v. 16). The first thing Gabriel does is touch his lips, 
and then Daniel is able to speak. Isaiah had a like 
experience (Isa. 6). The man "greatly beloved" is told, 
"fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be 
strong." And when he had spoken unto him, he was 
strengthened (v. 19). "Knowest thou," says Gabriel, 
"wherefor I come unto thee? and now will I return to 
fight with the prince of Persia [still some unfinished 
business at that court]: and when I am gone forth, lo, 
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the prince of Grecia shall come" (v. 20). These last two 
verses of our chapter introduce us to the next chapter, 
which deals almost entirely with the kingdom spring­
ing out of the Grecian empire, giving us the marvelous-
ly accurate details of its history until the day of Antio-
chus Epiphanes, as we shall see in chapter 11. The 
purpose in showing all this to Daniel was to let him 
know that which was to befall Israel in the latter days 
(v. 14). 

"I will show thee," ends the chapter, "that which 
is noted in the scripture of truth" (v. 21). While there 
are many details unfolded in the next chapter, that 
which was to befall Israel in the latter days had even 
then been unveiled by many of the Old Testament 
prophets, in the books Gabriel here calls (the only 
time in the Bible) "the scripture of truth." Israel's 
future tribulation and the subsequent beneficent reign 
of their Messiah had been foretold many centuries be­
fore Daniel lived, so there is nothing new as to Israel's 
future, except the details to be shown now in the com­
ing chapters of this fascinating book. 





11 
WARS BETWEEN SYRIA AND EGYPT— 

THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH 

There is a threefold division in this chapter as 
follows: 

1. vv. 1-20—The wars and other matters between 
Syria and Egypt, known as the wars of the Ptolemies 
and the Seleucidae. 

2. w . 21-35—The last king of Syria mentioned— 
Antiochus Epiphanes. 

3. vv. 36-45—The coming Antichrist. 
These two powers—Syria and Egypt—rose out of 

Alexander's empire, as we saw when we studied chap­
ter 8. These two are repeatedly called "the king of the 
north" and "the king of the south" (north and south 
of Israel's land). The wars between these two powers, 
their victories and defeats, their plots and treaties, their 
murders and marriages are prophesied here in amazing 
detail. The last king whose character and conduct are 
set forth in this chapter (w. 21-35) is the well-known 
Antiochus Epiphanes, the great oppressor, against 
whom the Maccabees rose up and whom they event­
ually defeated. 

Critics of the Bible have sought for years to prove 
that Daniel could not have written this book and so 
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accurately foretold all this history. Proud man likes to 
leave God out of His realm; because they can't know 
the future, therefore He can't, according to them. How­
ever, we know that the whole of the Old Testament 
was translated from Hebrew into Greek about 280 B.C., 
and since the book of Daniel was there then, there is 
positive proof Daniel had been written about one hun­
dred years before this Antiochus was ever heard of. 
All of the minute facts found in our chapter have since 
been proven historically perfect and accurate. 

The events recorded in verses 2-35 of our chapter 
are past; they are happenings well known and estab­
lished in history. But there is an abrupt change at verse 
36, for from then on it lists things that are to take place 
"at the time of the end" (v. 40); hence they are still 
future, as we shall soon see. There is abundant evi­
dence for the historical fulfillment of the first 35 verses 
of our chapter, but nothing at all that answers in any 
way to the events described in verses 36-45. The history 
of verses 2 to 35 has been recorded by every author of 
a commentary on the book of Daniel, and there seems 
no call for repeating this, but I suppose there will be 
some who would like to know a little of the events 
detailed here and a treatise on Daniel would hardly be 
complete without, so we briefly note these various 
wheels and deals—from about 336 B.C. to approxi­
mately 166 B.C.—as given in this chapter. The marvel­
ous accuracy of these prophecies thrills the believer 
and fills his heart with praise to Him Who knows the 
end from the beginning. I am following in general the 
interpretation of these events given by others much 
more capable than I am. 
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And now will I show thee the truth. Behold, 
there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and 
the fourth shall be far richer than they all: and by 
his strength through his riches he shall stir up all 
against the realm of Grecia (v. 2). 

These three kings were Ahasuerus, Artaxerxes, 
and Darius (not Darius the Mede, of course, for he 
was in power as Daniel wrote these things). T h e fourth 
king was the well-known Xerxes, said to have been 
immensely rich. He began to reign in 485 B.C. and 
invaded Greece about 480 B.C. He is the king who 
reigned at the time of Esther and was married to her 
—the Ahasuerus of that book. 

And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall 
rule with great dominion, and do according to his 
will (v. 3). 

There follows a space of time of about 144 years 
between the second and the third verses of this chapter. 
T h e invasion of Greece took place in 480 B.C., and 
Alexander the Great—the king of verse 3—began his 
reign in 336 B.C., or 144 years later. 

And when he shall stand up, his kingdom 
shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the 
four winds of heaven; and not to his posterity, nor 
according to his dominion which he ruled: for his 
kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others 
beside those (v. 4). 

I t says nothing of Alexander's mighty conquests, 
bu t states that at his death his kingdom was broken up 
into four parts, suggested here in its being scattered to 
the four winds of heaven; we saw the same point in the 
four-headed leopard (7:6) and the ram with the four 
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horns (8:8). At his early death his empire was divided 
among four of his generals ( not to his posterity as our 
text states, for he did not leave his empire to his sons 
or other relatives). T w o of those principalities were 
Syria and Egypt—to the north and to the south of the 
land of Israel. T h e other two kingdoms are not men­
tioned any more; it is with Syria and Egypt that the 
rest of this chapter deals. 

And the king of the south shall be strong, and 
one of hls~prin€es; and he shall be strong above 
him, and have doimmcBrj-his^dominion shall be 
a great dominion (v. 5). 

This king was Ptolemy Lagus (Soter). T h e prince 
mentioned in this verse was Seleucus Nicator, who 
reached far out in his conquests. 

And in the end of years they shall join them­
selves together; for the king's daughter of the south 
shall come to the king of the north to make an 
agreement: but she shall not retain the power of 
the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but 
she shall be given up, and they that brought her, 
and he that begat her, and he that strengthened 
her in these times (v. 6). 

Here, indeed, is a remarkable, detailed chart of 
events, which only God could know, and which literally 
came to pass. T h e two who made a covenant are of 
course the king of the north—the Syrian ruler—with 
the king of the south—the Egyptian. T h e Egyptian 
princess Berenice, the daughter of Ptolemy II , married 
Antiochus Theos, the king of the north. History gives 
the date as approximately 250 B.C. T h e agreement was 
that Antiochus was to divorce his wife and that he 
would make any child Berenice might have by him heir 
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to the Syrian throne. However, after Ptolemy died, 
Antiochus recalled his first wife, and Berenice and the 
son she had begotten were killed by poison. T h e n the 
first wife's son inherited the throne under the title of 
Seleucus II . 

But out of a branch of her roots shall one 
stand up in his estate, which shall come with an 
army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king 
of the north, and shall deal against them, and shall 
prevail (v. 7). 

T h e one who came out of Berenice's roots was her 
own brother Ptolemy III , known as Euergetes, who 
came to avenge her death. He conquered Syria; he 
defeated the rul ing king, Seleucus II , the son of Antio­
chus Theos, who had had Berenice and her infant son 
poisoned. He slew the first wife of Antiochus, who, like 
Herodias the wife of Herod, had been the fiend behind 
that double murder. Ptolemy seized the fortress, the 
port of Antioch. 

And shall also carry captives into Egypt their 
gods, with their princes, and with their precious 
vessels of silver and of gold; and he shall continue 
more years than the king of the north (v. 8). 

Ptolemy did carry away much spoil. I t is said he 
took with him some 4000 talents of gold (an immense 
sum in those days), 40,000 talents of silver, and num­
erous idols and idolatrous paraphernalia. H e outlived 
this Seleucus I I about five years, and died in 222 B.C. 

So the king of the south shall come into his 
kingdom, and shall return into his own land (v. 9). 

Ptolemy Euergetes returned to his own land. This 
same Seleucus II whom he had defeated some four or 
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five years earlier, in 240 B.C. invaded Egypt but was 
defeated and had to go back home. Verse 9 is obscure, 
the actual translation is "this same [king of the north] 
shall come into the realm of the king of the south, bu t 
shall return to his own land." This is proven by the 
historical accounts given by many writers. Seleucus 
invaded but got nowhere; his fleet was wrecked in a 
severe storm. 

But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall 
assemble a multitude of great forces: and one shall 
certainly come, and overflow, and pass dirough: 
then shall he return, and be stirred up, even to his 
fortress (v. 10). 

T h e sons of Callinicus (Seleucus II) were Seleucus 
I I I who succeeded his father in 226 B.C., and Antio-
chus I I I (the Great) who began to reign in 223 B.C. 
Antiochus invaded Egypt and went further in when 
the king of Egypt—Ptolemy IV, called Philopater—did 
not oppose him. In 218 B.C. Antiochus took the fort­
ress of Gaza. 

And the king of the south shall be moved with 
choler, and shall come forth and fight with him, 
even with the king of the north: and he shall set 
forth a great multitude; but the multitude shall 
be given into his hand. And when he hadi taken 
away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted up; 
and he shall cast down many ten thousands: but 
he shall not be strengthened by it (w. 11, 12). 

In 217 B.C. Ptolemy IV roused himself and fought 
Antiochus the Great who came against him with an 
immense force but got beaten in spite of that. Ptolemy 
continued to be successful in battle, bu t he did not 
take advantage of his gains, giving himself over to a 
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life of voluptuousness so that his victories did not 
strengthen him, as verse 12 says. 

For the king of the north shall return, and 
shall set forth a multitude greater than the former, 
and shall certainly come after certain years with a 
great army and with much riches (v. 13). 

About 205 B.C. Antiochus came with a bigger army 
than in 217. In the meantime Ptolemy IV had died and 
left an infant son named Ptolemy (V) Epiphanes. 

And in those times there shall many stand up 
against the king of the south: also the robbers of 
thy people shall exalt themselves to establish the 
vision; but they shall fall (v. 14). 

Antiochus had for his ally Philip V, king of Mace-
don. Meanwhile in Egypt many rebelled against the 
government, and there were wicked Jews (called in v. 
14 the "robbers of thy people"), who sided with the 
king of Syria. They were to learn some years later by 
bitter experience that it did not pay to make friends 
with Syria, from which country and ruler they were to 
know fearful troubles for years to come. 

So the king of the north shall come, and cast 
up a mount, and take the most fenced cities: and 
the arms of the south shall not withstand, neither 
his chosen people, neither shall there be any 
strength to withstand. 

But he diat cometh against him shall do 
according to his own will, and none shall stand 
before him: and he shall stand in the glorious 
land, which by his hand shall be consumed (w. 
15, 16). 

These two verses recount the invasion of Palestine 
by Antiochus III . H e subdued the whole land, but he 
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was favorable to the Jews because they had sided with 
him against Egypt. 

He shall also set his face to enter with the 
strength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones 
with him; thus shall he do: and he shall give him 
the daughter of women, corrupting her: but she 
shall not stand on his side, neither be for him 
(v. 17). 

Antiochus had a long reign, from about 223 to 187 
B.C., or about 36 years. I t was probably about 197 B.C. 
that Antiochus in order to gain complete possession of 
Egypt made an agreement with the king of Egypt, to 
have his daughter Cleopatra marry Ptolemy (V) the 
king of the south. She is called the "daughter of wom­
en" in our verse, because she was only a child at the 
time, and under the particular care of two women— 
her mother and her grandmother. This scheme came 
to naught. 

After this shall he turn his face unto the isles, 
and shall take many: but a prince for his own 
behalf shall cause the reproach offered by him to 
cease; without his own reproach he shall cause it 
to turn upon him. 

Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of 
his own land: but he shall stumble and fall, and 
not be found (w. 18, 19). 

Later on this Antiochus conquered islands on the 
coast of Asia Minor. T h e "prince" mentioned (v. 18) 
was Scipio Asiaticus—a Roman general. Antiochus had 
offended the Romans and was defeated by them in 
combat. H e returned to Syria and died a wretched 
death, trying to plunder the temple of Belus in Elymais. 

Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of 
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taxes in the glory of the kingdom; but within a 
few days he shall be destroyed, neither in anger, 
nor in battle (v. 20). 

Th i s king is Seleucus IV, who reigned from 187 to 
176 B.C. T h e Jews hated him on account of his con­
stant demands on them for money. His tax collector 
Heliodorus poisoned and killed him, so that he was 
slain neither in anger nor in battle. 

And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, 
to whom they shall not give the honor of the king­
dom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain 
the kingdom by flatteries (v. 21). 

This verse introduces us to the infamous Antio-
chus (IV) Epiphanes who came to power in 176 B.C. 
H e was a younger son of Antiochus the Great and had 
no direct right to the throne, bu t he worked his way in 
by flattery. H e is the same person as the little horn of 
chapter 8 of whom it is said in verse 11 of that chapter 
that "he magnified himself even to the prince of the 
host, and from him [that is, from the Lord Jesus Christ] 
the daily sacrifice was taken away [this Antiochus 
caused the true worship of God to stop], and the place 
of his sanctuary was cast down" (A.S.V., marg.). Quite 
similar things are said of the "vile person" of our chap­
ter, "And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall 
pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away 
the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomina­
tion that maketh desolate" (v. 31). From verse 21 to 
verse 35 this king is the subject, as in detail his own 
personal acts, which are now history, are described; in 
verses 36-45 it tells of a future person, whose ways are 
foreshadowed by the Antiochus Epiphanes of old. T h a t 
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future person is the Antichrist, seen in verses 36 to 39. 
Antiochus Epipharies, as we saw, set u p idol worship in 
the temple in Jerusalem; in the future the Antichrist 
will do that same thing, and it is in this way Antiochus 
points to the coming Antichrist. Verses 36 to 45 thus 
point on to the "t ime of the end" (w . 35, 40), and 
hence they point on to the future. 

T h e record of these Syrian and Egyptian rulers 
ends here with the rise and rule of this Antiochus, for 
the reason that he is the prototype of the coming Anti­
christ, and to impress us with the fact that a similar 
situation will exist in the end time as it did when this 
last king was such a thorn in Israel's side. History re­
peats itself, and our special attention is called to. this in 
our chapter. 

We re turn then to the history of Antiochus Epi-
phanes (w . 22-35.) 

And with the arms of a flood shall they be 
overflown from before him, and shall be broken; 
yea, also the prince of the covenant (v. 22). 

H e was successful in defeating his enemies, and 
also Ptolemy (VI) Philometor and the generals of 
his army. 

And after the league made with him he shall 
work deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall 
become strong with a small people. 

He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest 
places of the province; and he shall do that which 
his fathers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; 
he shall scatter among them the prey, and spoil, 
and riches: yea, and he shall forecast his devices 
against the strong holds, even for a time (w. 23,24). 

H e pretended to be friends with Ptolemy, but came 
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treacherously against Egypt with a small army and con­
quered part of that country, as far as the city of Mem­
phis. He took possession of fertile lands in Egypt under 
the pretense of protecting them from invasion. He took 
Pelusium. T r u e to his character, he got others to side 
with him by lavishly sharing the spoils of his victories. 

And he shall stir up his power and his cour­
age against the king of the south with a great 
army; and the king of the south shall be stirred 
up to battle with a very great and mighty army; 
but he shall not stand: for they shall forecast 
devices against him (v. 25). 

Th i s king of the south was Ptolemy (VII) Physcon. 
He faced Antiochus with a mighty army, but he failed 
because of treason among his own men. 

And both these kings' hearts shall be to do 
mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; 
but it shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be 
at the time appointed (v. 27). 

These two kings were Antiochus Epiphanes and 
his partner Ptolemy Philometor (who had fallen into 
Antiochus' power some years before). They made an 
alliance against Ptolemy Physcon, co-ruler of Egypt, 
but, like thieves, they fell out among themselves, and 
their scheme did not succeed. 

Then shall he return into his land with great 
riches; and his heart shall be against the holy cove­
nant; and he shall do exploits, and return to his 
own land (v. 28). 

After this failure, Antiochus returned home with 
vast wealth, amassed in his many campaigns. H e 
marched through Judea and captured the city of Jeru-
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salem without any battle, because some of the Jews who 
sided with him opened the gates to him. He slew a 
great many of the opposite party, and after plundering 
a great deal of money, he returned to Antioch. 

At the time appointed he shall return, and 
come toward the south; but it shall not be as die 
former, or as die latter. 

For the ships of Chittim shall come against 
him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and 
have indignation against the holy covenant: so 
shall he do; he shall even return, and have intelli­
gence with them that forsake the holy covenant 
(w. 29, 30). 

He made another attempt against the south but 
without success. The ships of Chittim (now well known 
as a fleet sent out from Rome) met him when he was 
but a few miles off Alexandria. The Roman officials 
gave him orders to discontinue the war against his 
nephews, the Egyptian rulers. History tell us that, when 
Antiochus said he would discuss this with his partners 
and consult them, Popilius, one of the Roman legates, 
drew a circle in the sand with his staff and told him to 
give his answer right then before he stepped out of the 
circle. Fearing the power of the Romans, he was forced 
to yield. 

In anger he went back and invaded Judea, to 
wreck his vengeance there. Josephus tells us that this 
second visit to Jerusalem was some two years after the 
first. This time he did not spare anybody but slew 
thousands and carried away some 10,000 captives. Apos­
tate Jews, those who had forsaken the holy covenant, 
were on his side and betrayed their own people. 
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And arms shall stand on his part, and they 
shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall 
take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place 
the abomination that maketh desolate (v. 31). 

Th i s brings us to the climax of this monster's acts. 
I t answers, as said repeatedly, to what is said about this 
same person in chapter 8:11. T h e Jewish sacrifices 
ceased and the ceremonials of Judaism came to an end 
for that time. T h e temple was desecrated and a sow 
was offered upon the holy altar. 

And such as do wickedly against the covenant 
shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that 
do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits 
(v. 32). 

Apostates among the Jews (as there will be in the 
days of Antichrist) were honored by Antiochus and 
given positions of prominence, bu t there were faithful 
and godly Jews (as there will be in the future) who 
stood against him and who fought him, as is now a 
matter of history in the courageous resistance of the 
Maccabees. 

And they that understand among the people 
shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the 
sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, 
many days. Now when they shall fall, they shall 
be holpen with a litde help: but many shall cleave 
to them widr flatteries. 

And some of them of understanding shall fall, 
to try them, and to purge, and to make diem white, 
even to the time of the end: because it is yet for 
a time appointed (vv. 33-35). 

Those who understood were, of course, God's faith-
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ful people in that day of apostasy in Antiochus' time. 
Many would lose their lives, be carried away captive, or 
lose their possessions. Maybe Hebrews 11:34 has them 
in view as those who "quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword , . . . waxed valiant in 
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens." 

Many would fall but they, or others in their places, 
would rise again and continue the strife for their 
spiritual liberties (v. 35). And now, between verses 34 
and 35 there is a tremendous jump in time—from 167 
B.C. to times yet ahead. Verse 35 talks of the "time of 
the end," when Israel's past experience will be re­
peated—in a much more extensive measure—in their 
coming tribulation. Then , too, many of the faithful 
shall fall; they will be tried in the fiery furnace of 
suffering to purge them from their sins and lead to 
their conversion, for they shall be made white in the 
blood of the Lamb (Rev. 7:14). I t is with this future 
prospect that verse 35 closes, thus introducing us to 
those final days of Israel's travail pains, in the last ten 
verses of our chapter (Dan. 11:36-45). Let us quote 
these closing verses: 

And the king shall do according to his will; 
and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself 
above every god, and shall speak marvelous things 
against the God of gods, and shall prosper till die 
indignation be accomplished: for that that is deter­
mined shall be done. Neither shall he regard the 
God of his fadiers, nor the desire of women, nor 
regard any god: for he shall magnify himself 
above all. 

But in his estate shall he honour the God of 
forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall 
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he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious 
stones, and pleasant things. Thus shall he do in 
the most strong holds with a strange god, whom 
he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and 
he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall 
divide the land for gain. 

And at the time of the end shall the king of 
the south push at him: and the king of the north 
shall come against him like a whirlwind, with 
chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; 
and he shall enter into the countries, and shall 
overflow and pass over. He shall enter also into 
the glorious land, and many countries shall be 
overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, 
even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the chil­
dren of Ammon. He shall stretch forth his hand 
also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt 
shall not escape. But he shall have power over the 
treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the 
precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the 
Ethiopians shall be at his steps. 

But tidings out of the east and out of the 
north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go 
forth with great fury to destroy and utterly to 
make away many. And he shall plant the taber­
nacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious 
holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and 
none shall help him (w. 36-45). 

In the above passage we are reaching the "time of 
the end." There is nothing in history to account for 
the events set forth in these verses. Just as there was a 
long interval between the sixty-ninth and seventieth 
weeks of Daniel (9:26, 27) so there is here between 
verses 35 and 36. T h e "king" (v. 36) is a person who, 
as we shall see, has not until now appeared here in 
Daniel on the page of inspiration. It is not Antiochus 
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Epiphanes for he is long gone; it is not the "king o£ 
the north," who in this passage appears as an antagonist 
of this "king"; it is not the "little horn" of chapter 8, 
for he is a Gentile and this king is a Jew as is clear from 
the things said about him (v. 37). He is the future 
Antichrist—Israel's future religious and political ruler. 
Hence, there is a long space of time between Antiochus 
Epiphanes (vv. 21-35) and the Antichrist of the future; 
a lapse of time from 167 B.C. to after the present. 

For a moment let us look at four long parentheses 
of time hinted at in Daniel: 

(1) The period of the times of the Gentiles (Luke 
21:24). This began in 606 B.C. under Nebuchadnezzar 
and still has not reached its end, covering some 2573 
years. Within that length of time three shorter times 
appear in this book, each one falling within the frame­
work of these 2573 years of Gentile supremacy. 

(2) The interval between Daniel 11:35 and 36. 
We saw just now that this covers from 167 B.C. to what 
is still ahead of us—the coming of Antichrist—thus 
covering already about 2134 years. 

(3) The years between the death of Christ upon 
the Cross, mentioned in Daniel 9:26, and Israel's tribu­
lation (v. 27) which has not yet taken place. The inter­
val between these two events is from about A.D. 33 to 
the present, or a length of time of at least 1934 years. 

(4) The lapse between the two legs of Nebuchad­
nezzar's image (which he saw in his dream, Dan. 2:33) 
and the ten toes. We have noticed that the legs repre­
sent the Roman empire of the past; the feet and the 
ten toes picture the Rome of the future. Rome as a 
power disintegrated about A.D. 475, so there is a space 
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between the Rome of the past and the Roman empire 
of the future of about 1500 years. All of these four 
intervals are presented in the book of Daniel. 

And notice that while these parentheses have each 
a distinct time of their beginning they all go on to one 
and the same "ending"; they all reach their conclusion 
at the coming of Christ when He shall deliver his 
ancient people Israel and blast their enemies, when He 
shall inaugurate His universal sway. It is thrilling to 
catch this note in Daniel's book. The focal point 
throughout the book is the glorious advent of Israel's 
King, to take vengeance and to reign. Not His coming 
for the church, Daniel has nothing to do with that 
or say about it; his whole treatise is written with Israel 
in view. 

The book of Daniel throws its searchlight upon 
the Son of Man, the King of Israel. Christ is the Stone 
Who smites the image on its feet, Who comes to judge 
the nations and punish them (2:45). He is the One 
Who walks with His people in the furnace of affliction 
in their coming tribulation (chap. 3). It is He Whose 
kingdom Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges as an everlast­
ing dominion (4:34), and Christ will set up this domin­
ion at His coming. Darius also owns the Lord as King, 
whose dominion shall be even unto the end (6:26). 
Christ is seen as the Son of Man coming in the clouds 
of heaven (7:13), which our Lord declares refers to 
Himself at His coming to judge the world (Matt. 
24:30). We see the doom of the future "beast" of Reve­
lation 13 at the hand of Christ (8:25), called in this 
verse the "Prince of princes." We read of the destruc­
tion of this king of the north (11:45) who comes to his 
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end in the glorious holy mountain—at Jerusalem—at 
our Lord's return in power (Matt. 24). Thus through­
out the book of Daniel everything is focused upon the 
final days of Israel, their terrible hour of tribulation 
but also the blessed and glorious climax of the coming 
of their Messiah to deliver those who turn to Him in 
faith and to reign victoriously over a redeemed earth. 
Many scriptures both in the Old Testament and in the 
New Testament declare these great truths. 

T H E ANTICHRIST 

He is the "king" of 11:36-39. This is evident for 
the "king of the south" and "the king of the north" 
come against him (v. 40) which means that he is be­
tween the two, for, as said before, "north" and "south" 
in these chapters are in relation to the land of Israel. 
He is the king in Palestine. This person exalts himself 
and magnifies himself above every god, and shall speak 
marvelous things against the God of gods, and shall 
prosper till the indignation be accomplished. This 
identifies him with the Antichrist, of whom very like 
things are said (II Thess. 2:4), that he too "exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is wor­
shipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God." The inevitable con­
clusion is that these two verses both speak of the same 
person. He reigns in Jerusalem, for he "sitteth in the 
temple of God," and there is no other temple of God 
than that in Jerusalem. This verse in Thessalonians 
indicates that the Jews will build a temple in Jerusalem 
some day, which Revelation 11:2 also indicates. The 
Antichrist will prosper "till the indignation be accom-
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plished," and we saw earlier that this "indignation" 
has reference to Israel's coming great tribulation. 
Therefore Antichrist will exercise his power till the 
end of the tribulation—till Christ comes (v. 36). He 
will be the bitter persecutor of the faithful Jews dur­
ing the three and a half years of their great tribulation. 

He will not regard the God of his fathers (v. 37), 
which shows that he is a Jew, for the "fathers" in the 
Bible ever refer to the patriarchs of the Jewish nation 
of old. He shall not regard the "desire of women," a 
well-known longing on the part of Jewish mothers to 
become the mother of the Messiah. In other words, this 
Antichrist will not acknowledge the God of his fathers, 
nor the Christ of God revealed so fully in the New 
Testament. He will insist on himself being the true 
and only God. The apostle John gives us this same view 
of the Antichrist, when he says, "Who is a liar but he 
that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is Antichrist, 
that denieth the Father and the Son" (I John 2:22). 
All true worship of God will be forbidden, and this 
includes both Israel and the false corrupt church which 
is left on earth in those days. Here in Daniel the Anti­
christ is seen taking supreme religious authority in 
regard to Israel; in Thessalonians we see him doing 
the same thing in regard to the professing church or 
Christendom (II Thess. 2). In the last nineteen cen­
turies since the Cross the true believers have ever been 
the butts of persecution, but when Antichrist reigns 
we won't be here. His spite is vented on the only other 
two groups which still maintain some recognition of 
the true God, namely, on Israel and on the professing 
church, left here when the Lord catches us up to glory. 
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We see the persecution of Israel in the great tribula­
tion; you can read about the annihilation of the false 
church in Revelation 17:16. 

The Antichrist shall honor the "God of forces," 
of mighty military power. This tells us, as Revelation 
13 indicates and as we saw in Daniel 9:27, that he 
makes a treaty with the "beast" (Rev. 13), who is the 
ruler of the mighty coalition of western European 
nations, known familiarly as the to-be revived Roman 
empire. This false Messiah will honor and reward and 
share his power with those who ally themselves with 
him—those called the worshippers of the image of the 
beast (Rev. 13). He imitates the true Messiah, for 
Christ will reward those who love and serve Him. How­
ever, the honors the Antichrist will bestow won't last 
long, while our blessed Lord decks His own with eter­
nal glory. Antichrist's tenure of office will be short, 
and, as we are told, the Lord shall consume him with 
the spirit of His mouth and destroy him with the 
brightness of His coming (II Thess. 2:8). 

And now, in the closing verses of this chapter, we 
learn of the troubles which will beset the Antichrist as 
he reaches the end of his brief reign. Verses 40-45 tell us 
of the invasion of the land of Israel "at the time of the 
end." That invasion and the final judgment falling on 
those invading forces are also given elsewhere in Scrip­
ture. Of the king of the south nothing is said further; 
the king of the north is the important party in those 
last days. He comes with a mighty army, like a whirl­
wind, with many ships; he shall enter into the coun­
tries on his way south and pass them by and shall enter 
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the glorious land, the land of Israel (w. 40, 41). 
Who is this king of the north? No one can say 

positively. We do know that long ago the Assyrian was 
Israel's enemy coming from the north; later on, as 
mentioned frequently in this chapter, it was Syria. 
Syria now is a nation to the north of the land of Israel, 
but from the description given in our chapter and from 
the fact that Russia is shown in Ezekiel 38 and 39 as 
Israel's enemy in the future, it seems logical to see 
Russia in this king of the north, even if it is not the 
only power arrayed against Israel. Egypt is to the south, 
and even today, Egypt is showing its hatred of Israel. 

This king of the north invades the promised land 
and drives through it further south till he conquers 
Egypt (v. 42), as well as Libya and Ethiopia (v. 43). 
This invasion is clearly forecast in the book of Zech-
ariah where we read, "For I will gather all nations 
against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, 
and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and 
half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the 
residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city" 
(Zech. 14:2). Jerusalem is taken in that future day and 
the same thing is suggested here in verse 41 of Daniel 
11. It also reveals that Edom, Moab, and the chief of 
the children of Ammon shall escape out of his hand. 
What a wonderful proof of divine inspiration is here, 
for long ago Isaiah had prophesied that these three 
nations would be blessed under Israel's control in the 
day of their blessing (Isa. 11:14). Probably these three 
nations (whoever they are in the latter days; I don't 
know whether they are identifiable right now) are 
spared because all three are related to Israel by family 
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ties as the descendants of Esau and of Lot the nephew 
of Abraham. 

When this northern power and his armies are in 
Egypt, tidings out of the east and out of the north 
trouble him. When we turn to the book of Revelation 
we get, I believe, the explanation of this. Revelation 
16:16 reveals the fact that in those latter days mighty 
armies will have landed in the land of Israel at Arma­
geddon, which is quite a distance to the north of Jeru­
salem. These are the armies from the west—under the 
command of the "beast," the ruler of the European 
confederacy of ten nations (Rev. 17:12, 13). Since they 
had made a league with Israel (Dan. 9:27), they have 
come to Israel for their help and protection against this 
king of the north, but as happens so often, they had 
come too late, for the northern forces had already 
invaded the land, captured Jerusalem and had pressed 
down further south, as we saw just now. And the news 
from the east most likely has to do with the invading 
hordes—200 millions of them according to Revelation 
9:14-21 and Revelation 16:12. Those Asiatic nations, 
the famous "yellow peril," apparently were also con­
verging on the land of Israel. (How all these things 
cast their shadows before them, for right now the ten­
sion between Russia and China, the restlessness of the 
Arab states, and the emergence of Egypt are plainly 
visible.) Those tidings coming to the king of the north 
while he is in Egypt, to my mind, plainly have those 
mighty future gatherings for war in view. 

The king of the north rushes back in fury to 
destroy those enemies. He reaches the land of Israel 
and makes his camp at ount Zion, the glorious holy 
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mountain (v. 45), and that is where he and his armies 
meet their end. And that "end" is very clearly set forth 
in Zechariah 14:3 and 4, "Then shall the Lord go forth, 
and fight against those nations, as when he fought in 
the day of battle. And his feet shall stand in that day 
upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem 
on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in 
the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, 
and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the 
mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it 
toward the south." 

It is when Christ returns to earth to deliver His 
people Israel and to smite His enemies that His ven­
geance falls on this northern army at the city of Jeru­
salem. This gives us the destruction of the northern 
forces at the coming of our Lord and it takes place at 
Jerusalem. But what about the armies of Europe? They 
are not at Jerusalem; they landed at Armageddon as 
the book of Revelation shows. 

There are two major annihilations of armies at 
the glorious appearing of Christ—one at Jerusalem, the 
other at Armageddon. The one at Jerusalem is de­
scribed in the Old Testament; the one at Armageddon 
in the New Testament. I am inclined to believe that 
the destruction of Russia(?) and her armies takes place 
last and that at Armageddon first, because at Arma­
geddon He comes in the clouds of heaven (before He 
even touches the earth), but at Jerusalem, as we read 
in Zechariah 14, His feet stand on the Mount of Olives. 
He left for heaven from that mount some 1900 years 
ago and will return to the same place. He will come, as 
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Isaiah declares, to punish the world for their evil and 
the wicked for their iniquity (Isa. 13:11). 

The massacre of the western armies under the 
beast is described in Revelation 19, "And I saw the 
beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against him that sat on 
the horse, and against his army. And the beast was 
taken, and with him the false prophet [the Antichrist] 
that wrought miracles before him, with which he de­
ceived them that had received the mark of the beast, 
and them that worshipped his image. These both were 
cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that 
sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his 
mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh" 
(Rev. 19:19-21). The place of this massacre is identified 
as "Armageddon" (Rev. 16:16), which is about 40 
miles north of the city of Jerusalem—the valley of 
Megiddo. Here the western powers (at Jerusalem the 
northern powers) are destroyed at Christ's coming. 
God's judgment comes upon the two armies at two 
different places and at two different times. 

Thus the blessed day of Israel's eternal blessing, 
to which they have looked forward for centuries, will 
have arrived. The world won't be made a world of 
peace and plenty through the efforts of sociologists, or 
even through the preaching of the gospel, but through 
the judgments of God upon sinful man. Jesus is com­
ing; sing the glad words! 



12 
ISRAEL'S FINAL DELIVERANCE 

The chapter opens with the words "at that time," 
calling attention to the events at the close of chapter 11. 
We have seen the judgment upon Israel's enemies; now 
we take a look at Israel's conversion and blessing. Once 
again their coming great tribulation is referred to—a 
time of trouble such as never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time (v. 1). But then, "thy 
people" (Daniel's people, the Jews) shall be delivered. 
Not every Jew, but every one found written in the 
book (in other words, those who are saved, whose 
names are in the book of life). We read of the same 
double truth in Jeremiah 30:7 as here in Daniel 12:1. 
It will be the time of Jacob's trouble (the tribulation) 
but he shall be saved out of it, as those here found 
written in the book. Our Lord speaks of this tribula­
tion in a similar strain when He says, "For then shall 
be great tribulation, such as was not since the begin­
ning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be" 
(Matt. 24:21). We know from our Lord's words that 
the setting up of the "abomination of desolation," 
prophesied by Daniel (12:11), is that which triggers 
the breaking out of this fearful time of persecution 
(Matt. 24:15). It begins in the middle of the seven-year 
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treaty made with Israel, and lasts for three and a half 
years (Dan. 9:27). The Lord warns Israel to flee in that 
day, and in Revelation 12:6 the woman (Israel) does 
that very thing for this period of 1260 days, which is 
three and a half years. All of these and many more 
scriptures could be quoted which dovetail in perfect 
harmony. To the believer, the thrilling fact is that all 
of this was revealed to Daniel, and told by him some 
2500 years before it is to happen. Some have said that 
the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel in 
this chapter had its fulfillment in the deed of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, but this is impossible, for our Lord Him­
self, in Matthew 24, spoke of it as still future then, 
long after Antiochus' death. He quotes this very verse 
(Dan. 12:11) as divine authority. It is still future, for 
no persecution affecting the whole world has ever been 
known as yet. 

Michael is mentioned in verse 1 in connection with 
the coming tribulation, and from Revelation 12 we 
learn that it is he who overthrows Satan and casts him 
out of heaven; that very fact initiates the following 
three and a half years of Israel's suffering. But we 
know that God has chosen Israel, and, when the full­
ness of the Gentiles has come, He will again take up 
His ancient people Israel in a special way, and many 
of them shall be saved. The opening two verses of 
chapter 12 are in full agreement with this. All those 
written in the book shall be delivered. In order for 
God to deal with them, they must get back to their 
land, from whence they were scattered to the utmost 
bounds of the earth in A.D. 70 and after. Luke 21:24 
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tells us that they were to be carried captive into all 
nations. 

The Jews are to have a national resurrection, and 
certainly today we have seen much of that already. 
They are back in their own land as a fully established 
and recognized nation. We surely see at least a consider­
able fulfillment of their national resurrection. 

Some claim that the resurrection (v. 2) is a physical 
resurrection from physical death, but this is quite im­
possible under several considerations: (1) Since some 
of these were saved people, it is unthinkable that they 
would be brought back from heaven to go through this 
fearful time of great tribulation, and then perhaps die 
again; or if not to die, to live on earth and thus to 
forfeit the greater blessedness of heavenly glory which 
they had before. (2) These are Jews (Daniel's people) 
who are raised, and therefore it could not refer to phys­
ical resurrection, for there is not a shred of evidence in 
Scripture anywhere of a physical resurrection of Jews 
only. Physical resurrection does not differentiate be­
tween Jews and Gentiles, but between believers and 
unbelievers. (3) Saved and lost are raised together here 
(if this were physical resurrection) and there is no 
record of saved and lost being raised together. The 
saved are raised at Christ's coming, the sinners not 
until a thousand years later. (4) If these were raised 
physically, it would mean that they would die again; 
the Bible says it is appointed unto men once to die, 
not twice. 

No, the second verse speaks of Israel's resurrection 
to national existence, and we see this right now. Ezekiel, 
in the re-awakening of the dry bones, tells exactly the 
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same story; there the prophet is told that "these bones 
are the whole house o£ Israel" (Ezek. 37:11). They are 
said to sleep in the dust of the earth, which we stamp 
on as we walk, symbol of the downtrodden condition 
of the Jews in many lands through many centuries. 
Isaiah speaks of this national resurrection in the same 
manner as this, also referring to their state of lying in 
the dust, "Thy dead men shall live, together with my 
dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that 
dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and 
the earth shall cast out the dead. Come, my people, 
enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about 
thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until 
the indignation be overpast" (Isa. 26:19, 20). The 
reference here, too, is clearly to Israel's suffering in the 
tribulation. In that coming period of horror some of 
Israel shall be saved to enjoy everlasting life here upon 
the earth; our Lord refers to the exact same thing 
when He says, "the righteous [shall enter] into life 
eternal" (Matt. 25:46). But many in Israel will become 
apostate, worshipping the beast and his image, and 
their doom will be shame and everlasting contempt. 

The "wise" (v. 3) shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament, and they that turn many to righteous­
ness shall shine as the stars. Perhaps the wise who shine 
so brightly may refer to outstanding Jews in that day 
who will turn to the Lord and particularly stand out 
for Christ. Those who turn many to righteousness are 
doubtless the Jewish witnesses who will preach the 
gospel of the kingdom and instruct the converts in the 
truths they will preach. The "wise" shall understand 
^v. 10), gifted with a deep insight into the Word of God 
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speaking of Christ's imminent kingdom and the deliver­
ance of Israel. Matthew 24:14 tells us that by these 
Jews the gospel of the kingdom shall be preached for a 
witness among all nations, and then shall the end come. 
This preaching to the Gentiles in the tribulation period 
is beautifully illustrated in the book of Jonah. Jonah 
was sent to preach to the Gentiles, but he ran away and 
was thrown overboard into the sea, type of how Israel 
was scattered among the gentile sea of nations in A.D. 
70. But the fish brought Jonah back to land, even as 
Israel has already been brought back to her own land. 
Then Jonah was sent forth the second time (he had 
resigned his commission but re-signed it). Jonah went 
and multitudes repented. Even so shall it be during the 
tribulation. Converted Jews will become God's preach­
ers to the gentile nations that had not heard the gospel, 
and they will be used of the Lord to turn many to 
repentance and to faith in God. They will "teach" 
many. There are thirteen "maschil" psalms in the book 
of Psalms, and the word means "teaching." Nearly all 
of those psalms refer to those last days—to Israel's wit­
ness for God, as in verse 3 of our chapter. 

Daniel is told (v. 4) to seal the book until the time 
of the end, meaning that in all the ages from then until 
now thesCtruths are hidden from the eyes and the 
hearts of the people of Israel. As Romans 11:25 shows 
us, "blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in." In contrast, the 
beloved apostle John in the book of Revelation is told 
not to seal the book (Rev. 22:10), because he is writing 
for Christians whose eyes have been opened by the 
grace of God. In those "end" days many shall run to 
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and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. This "run­
ning to and fro" has no reference to autos or planes, as 
some dream. A better translation of these words is, 
"many shall diligently investigate, and thus their knowl­
edge is increased." It simply means that in those last 
days the godly Jews will get their eyes opened, and they 
will increasingly pore over their sacred writings, to 
discover the t ruth we have been writing about in this 
book of Daniel. 

Once more we are reminded that these things have 
to do with the great tribulation—the last three and a 
half years of Daniel 9:27 and which are mentioned 
again and again in the book of Revelation. 

Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there 
stood other two, the one on this side of the bank 
of the river, and the other on that side of the bank 
of the river. And one said to the man clothed in 
linen, which was upon the waters of the river, 
How long shall it be to the end of these wonders? 
And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was 
upon the waters of the river, when he held up his 
right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and 
sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be 
for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall 
have accomplished to scatter the power of the 
holy people, all these things shall be finished. 
And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, 
O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things? 

And he said, Go dry way, Daniel: for the 
words are closed up and sealed till the time of the 
end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and 
tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none 
of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall 
understand (w. 5-10). 


