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HIS APPOINTMENTS 
Lectures on the 

"FEASTS OF T H E LORD" 

as Recorded in Leviticus 23 

THE comment has often been made that we 
do not read anything of singing in the Bible 
until we reach the fifteenth chapter of Ex

odus. That first mention of song is very signifi
cant. "Then," we are told, "sang Moses and the 
children of Israel this song unto the Lord . . . I 
will sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed 
gloriously; the horse and his rider hath He 
thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength 
and song, and He is become my salvation; He is 
my God, and I will prepare Him an habitation; 
my Father's God, and I will exalt Him" (vers. 1, 
2). When did they sing that song? When is it 
that Scripture first records that men sang? Ah, 
when they had been saved from the judgment of 
God and delivered from the power of their en
emies. No wonder they were happy. Even so it 
is with us today. No one really has a song in his 
heart until he knows that he has been saved from 
his sins and set free from the power and domina
tion of sin and Satan, death and hell. Those 

9 
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redeemed have a new song in their mouth, even 
praise unto our God. And the wonderful part of 
it is that to this day it ever remains new, it ever 
retains its freshness and its thrills; for when we 
find ourselves in the glory with Christ we still 
will sing that new song: "Thou hast redeemed us 
to God by Thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation" (Rev. 5 :9 ) . 

Yes, praise God; happy is that people whose 
God is the Lord. No wonder that God gave His 
people of old seven great annual feasts, presented 
to us in Lev. 23. He gave them lots of holidays. 
If you think that Christians do not have good 
times, you have another guess coming. Indeed, 
they do. And their joy is based on something 
solid and real; not on circumstances, which cause 
joy to fluctuate according as these are propitious 
or adverse. No; our joy is founded on the solid 
rock of God's faithfulness and God's unchanging 
love, so fully told out and made good to us at the 
cross of Calvary. 

I understand that the root word translated 
"feasts" really means "appointments." The same 
word is used in Exod. 25: 22, where God would 
meet with Israel. They are divine appointments 
where the people would and could meet with God. 
When the soul is in touch with Him, an appoint
ment with Him is sure to be an occasion of hal
lowed joy, so I believe that the Authorized Version 
gives us a happy thought in calling these appoint
ments "feasts." 
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Three of the seven annual holidays were gen
eral meetings, or conferences, for at these times 
they were told to appear before the Lord in the 
place which He was to choose as their gathering 
center. We learn later on, after Israel came to 
dwell in Canaan, that this center was the city of 
Jerusalem. It says in Deut. 16: 16 that "three 
times in a year shall all thy males appear (it 
seemed that even in those days the men were the 
scarce quantity at the gatherings of the Lord's 
people, so they had a special command to be 
present) before the Lord thy God in the place 
which He shall choose; in the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, and in the Feast of Weeks, and in the 
Feast of Tabernacles; and they shall not appear 
before the Lord empty." Thus they had three 
great annual "get-togethers" in Jerusalem; two 
of which conferences lasted a week, and possibly 
the Feast of Weeks may have been of the same 
length. What a happy time it must have been 
when from all over the land hundreds of thou
sands marched to Jerusalem to meet together in 
happy fellowship, rejoicing together and praising 
the Lord as they partook of the bounties which 
He had so liberally provided for them, and which 
they shared with the Levite, the stranger, and the 
orphan and widow (Deut. 14: 29). So today it is 
great when believers meet together at various 
times for general meetings and conferences to 
encourage one another and to rejoice together 
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in all the riches that are ours in Christ. We need 
these times of refreshing, and they are truly God-
given opportunities for encouragement, mutual 
help and furnishing for Christian life and service. 
Deut. 16:16 states that all the males were to 
appear before the Lord. It did not exclude the 
wife or family, for verse 11 of the same chapter 
shows that the whole family, even the servants, 
were to be brought there too, that all might share 
in the joy and blessing. Perhaps the males are 
specially mentioned because that term is often 
used in the Scriptures as emphasizing responsi
bility. The male is always looked on in Scripture 
as the responsible party; and we are to realize 
that it is a responsibility as well as a great priv
ilege to be happy before the Lord, to celebrate His 
feasts, to be punctual at our appointments with 
God, for a happy believer is a real witness for 
Christ. 

What true ground for joy there is in these 
feasts! The three feasts that were to be cele
brated in Jerusalem beautifully present the rea
sons why we should celebrate. The first one is 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread, closely connected 
with the Passover. It reminds us as Christians 
today of the precious death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the groundwork of all our blessing. The 
better we come to know the value of that sacrifice, 
the deeper our joy becomes, the fuller and sweeter. 
Then the Feast of Weeks, speaking, as we shall 
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see later, of the descent of the Holy Spirit and the 
formation of believers into one Body, the Church. 
It is the Spirit who makes the things of Christ 
real to us and in us, and here again we truly feast 
on God's provision for us. Christ who died for 
us, the Spirit who dwells in us—these two meet 
our past as sinners and all our present life as 
saints. Then the third feast—the Feast of Taber
nacles—speaks of the glorious future, when we 
shall be with Him, when we shall dwell with Him. 
The last feast has a primary meaning for the 
people of Israel, as we shall notice later. Thus 
these three general feasts, in their spiritual appli
cation, are symbolic of God's provision for us in 
the death of Christ, the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, and of our Lord's glorious coming, thus 
of the past, the present and the future. They 
present Grace, Guidance and Glory. Hallelujah! 

There were four other feasts, and these seven 
altogether take us in thought from the cross on 
to the glorious future, embracing in their meaning 
the provisions of God's grace for the Church of 
God and for Israel, His chosen earthly people. 
They begin at Calvary and go on to the eternal 
day when God shall be all in all, when the Jew, 
the Gentile and the Church of God shall enjoy the 
riches of His grace. Let us begin our meditation 
on these "appointments" by looking at the first 
one, the Passover. 



THE PASSOVER 
"These are the feasts of the Lord, even holy convoca

tions, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons. In the 
fourteenth day of the first month a t even is the Lord's 
passover" (Lev. 23:4, 5) . 

"And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land 
of Egypt, saying, This month shall be unto you the be
ginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year 
to you. Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel 
saying: In the tenth day of this month they shall take to 
them every man a lamb, according to the house of their 
fathers, a lamb for an house: and if the household be too 
little for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next unto his 
house take it according to the number of the souls; every 
man according to his eating shall make your count for 
the lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male 
of the first year; ye shall take it out from the sheep, or 
from the goats: and ye shall keep it up until the four
teenth day of the same month; and the whole assembly 
of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. 
And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two 
side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, where
in they shall eat it. . . . For the Lord will pass through to 
smite the Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood upon 
the lintel and on the two side posts, the Lord will pass 
over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come 
in unto your nouses to smite you" (Exod. 12: 1-7, 23). 

THE month in which the Passover was first 
killed was to be henceforth the beginning of 
months, the first month of the year. Josephus 

tells us that this month Abib was originally the 
seventh month of the year. The first six months, 
so to speak, were all to be blotted out, and an 
entirely new start was to be made with the past 
gone forever. Applying this to a believer, how 
true it is that when we appropriate the death of 

14 
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our Lord as that blessed event which puts away 
all our sins in the sight of God (for the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth from all sin), that 
then our past is forever blotted out and we make 
an entirely new start. That is what is meant in 
the well-known statement by our Lord to Nico
demus : "Ye must be born again." When a child 
is born, one feature impresses us, and that is 
that it has no past as yet, only a future. So when 
a sinner is born again, he receives a new life— 
life eternal—as the gift of God, and all the past 
with its guilt and fear is gone forever. Hence
forth that day is truly to each believer the first 
day of a New Year. 

"Happy day, when Jesus washed my sins away!" 

But this expression, "the first month of the 
year," has a wider, dispensational meaning. Notice 
that in Exod. 12 there are three periods of time 
mentioned: 1, the six months spoken of, now for
ever past; 2, the ten days of the first new month 
(ver. 3 ) ; 3, the four days (ver. 6). These three 
periods of time find their counterpart in the 
world's history. The six months speak of the Old 
Testament ages from Adam to Christ. Four thou
sand years or more elapsed ere our Lord Jesus 
came to earth. But when He came then the ten 
days mentioned in Exod. 12: 3 began their course. 
They refer to the private life of the Lord from 
His birth to the time when He went out into 
public ministry at the age of thirty years. "Ten" 
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in Scripture is the number that speaks of testing, 
and our Lord in those thirty years walked down 
here, tried in every way as we are. Then, when 
thirty years of age, He came forth into the public 
eye, and for partly four years (generally believed 
to be about three-and-a-half years), He walked 
before men as the spotless Son of God, even as the 
lamb without spot and blemish of Exod. 12: 5, 6, 
was set apart for four days, that it might be 
ascertained during that period that it really was 
a spotless lamb. Even so our holy Lord lived and 
taught and worked publicly for four years in 
order that all might see that He was indeed the 
Lamb without spot and without blemish; and thus 
fully qualified to be the Sacrifice, able to redeem 
guilty sinners by the pouring out of His precious 
life's blood. At the close of that public ministry 
He gave His life as a ransom that the judgment 
of God might be averted for those who avail them
selves of that all-availing death. Thus these three 
periods of time bring before us the 4000 years 
prior to the birth of Christ; secondly, His private 
life of thirty years; thirdly, His life of public 
ministry, followed by the death of the cross. Thus 
these three periods bring us to that: 

"Mystery of mysteries, 
Of life and death the tree; 

Center of two eternities 
Which look with rapt, adoring eyes 

Onward and back to Thee. 
Oh, cross of Christ, where all His pain 
And death is our eternal gainl" 
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It brings us to the death of Christ. Before we 
reach Exodus 12 we read in the previous chapters 
of the book that God poured out plagues upon the 
land of Egypt. It appears that in several of these 
judgments God made a difference between the 
children of Israel and the Egyptians, and because 
of this they may have had the idea that they were 
better than the Egyptians, and therefore not ex
posed to the judgment of God. If this were so, 
the final judgment about to be poured on the 
stricken land that night (the slaying of the first
born) was meant to rob them of that mistaken 
notion. In that night God was going to smite all 
the firstborn in the land of Egypt. Israel's first
born as well as Egypt's firstborn were to be in
cluded in that sweeping judgment. There was 
only one way to escape it, and that was the way 
of blood. Ah, yes; all men alike are under the 
judgment of God; there is no difference, for all 
have sinned; and the only escape (praise God, 
there is an escape) is through the blood of the 
Lamb—a Lamb without spot and without blemish. 
I often meet people who reject Christ on the plea 
that they don't put any stock in spiritual things 
because they know professing Christians who do 
not live what they profess to believe. I ask them 
whether they possibly are looking for perfect 
Christians. If so, they are on a fool's errand. 
God once looked for sinless beings on the earth, 
but He found none. He looked for them among 
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the sheep and among the goats. The sheep are 
believers, in Scripture typology, and the goats pic
ture unbelievers. Our God did not find any sinless 
beings among the sheep, among Christians, for 
though they sin less they are hot sinless. Neither 
of course did He find any without blemish among 
sinners—among goats. God could find no sinless, 
spotless being on earth, so He looked higher. He 
found One in heaven, for Peter tells us that 
Christ, God's Son, is the Lamb without spot and 
without blemish. John the Baptist exultingly 
points to Jesus and says: "Behold the Lamb of 
God which beareth away the sin of the world" 
(John 1: 29). There had been millions of lambs 
slain all during the centuries of Israel's worship, 
but not till Christ came was any of these lambs 
called the Lamb of God. Rivers and rivers of 
blood flowed for thousands of years as sacrifices 
were offered, but never till Jesus died was blood 
called "precious" blood. Only the blood of Christ 
is precious blood; it is priceless. 

That lamb without blemish points to Christ who 
in meekness and weakness yielded Himself to the 
death of shame and poured out His blood to save 
us. That is why we are told that if the household 
was too little the neighbor might share the lamb. 
Never was it possible that the lamb could be too 
little for the house. Praise God, He is sufficient 
to meet the need of anyone or all combined. Is 
He yours? Is Christ your Saviour? 
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Then the whole congregation of Israel was to 
kill it in the evening. Notice the "it." There 
were tens of thousands of lambs killed that night 
in Egypt, yet God's Word says "it." In God's 
thought, there was ever but One—the Lamb of 
God. 

"Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain; 

Could give the guilty conscience peace 
Or wash away its stain. 

But Christ the heavenly Lamb, 
Took all our guilt away; 

A Sacrifice of nobler name 
And richer blood than they." 

It is interesting to trace in Scripture the ever-
widening circle affected by that precious death of 
the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ. In Gen. 22:8 
we find the sacrifice of Christ in relation to one 
Person: "God will provide Himself a lamb for a 
burnt offering." The death of Christ, first of all, 
was for God alone. He found His perfect satis
faction in that wondrous work of His own beloved 
Son, a work that met all the claims of divine 
holiness, glorifying God forever in the very world 
where He had been so dishonored, thus meeting 
all the rights of God's eternal throne. Then in 
Exod. 12 the lamb meets the need of one family— 
of a house—even as Christ's sacrifice today is 
sufficient to save every member of your family. 
Then in the Jewish economy a lamb was offered 
each day for one nation. In John 1: 29 it is the 
Lamb in relation to the whole world. His precious 
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death thus is sufficient to save the whole world, 
for the gospel, according to John 3:16, is a mes
sage for "whosoever" will. Alas, that so many 
will not come to Him that they might have life! 
And finally in Rev. 5:12-14 every mouth is opened 
to acclaim Him, the Lamb of God, worthy of all 
praise and adoration. Here the whole universe 
joins in ascribing to Him the glory that is His 
due. Even the creatures in the regions of the 
damned bow their knees to Him and own Him 
Lord to the glory of God the Father. How un
utterably solemn to think of sinners in hell prais
ing Him, when they might do so now, and be glad 
in the knowledge and joy of His love. Thus we 
see the circle widen from one Person to one House, 
one Nation, one World, and finally one Universe. 
Oh, to bow the knee to Him now, who is so worthy. 
Won't you say today, "Lord, I praise Thee for 
loving me and giving Thyself for me?" 

They were to kill the lamb in the evening 
(Exod. 12: 6). The margin of the A. V. gives it 
as "between the two evenings." It is said that 
this would be at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, the 
very hour when our Lord triumphantly finished 
His redemptive work on Calvary's cross. 

This death of the Lamb is of course the very 
foundation of everything for the Christian. There 
can be no salvation, no divine life, apart from 
that sacrifice which He offered on our behalf. The 
Passover thus is the basis of all that follows in 
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the account of the seven feasts of the Lord. Exod. 
12 shows that it directly introduces the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread and is therefore the basis of 
communion with God, as the believer feeds on the 
Lamb that was slain. And it is also the ground 
of holy living, for no leaven was to be allowed 
when Christ became the portion of the soul 
(Exod. 12:15-20). 

The death of the Passover lamb then speaks of 
the death of Christ upon the cross. It is one 
thing however to know and believe that Christ 
died 1,900 years ago; it is quite another thing to 
believe that He died for me. There must be a 
personal appropriation, an individual acceptance 
of Christ. It is not sufficient to believe the facts 
of Scripture. One can believe facts and be lost 
forever—as, alas, many are. Have you, dear 
reader, ever trusted Christ for yourself? Have 
you ever humbly and thankfully said: "He loved 
me and gave Himself for me?" Let me illustrate 
the difference between believing a fact and mak
ing that fact your own experience. I was walking 
some years ago with a brother in an eastern city, 
and as we passed a large building this fellow-be
liever pointed to it, and said: "Van, they put eighty-
two millions in silver bars in that building the other 
day." Now that statement did not thrill me in 
the least. What were eighty-two million dollars 
to me? Nothing at all. You see, that man left 
out two words. If he had said, There are eighty-
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two millions for you in that building, what a 
thrill that would have been! If he had made it 
only one million for me, I might have managed 
to get along on that, but he left me out altogether. 
You can easily see-—can't you ?—what a difference 
there is between eighty-two million dollars and 
eighty-two million dollars for you. Have you 
ever really believed then that Christ died for you? 
—that you are the possessor of more than eighty-
two millions; that you are the possessor of eternal 
life and joy; that Christ is your Lord and Saviour 
for ever and ever? Oh, do trust Him today. I 
want you to notice in Exod. 12 a few of the things 
that the Jews were to do that night with the 
lamb; all illustrating what your attitude and con
duct towards Christ is and ought to be. 

1. They were to kill the lamb. Oh, some might 
say, I don't like to kill things; I can't bear the 
sight of pain and agony and blood. But they 
had to do it. It illustrates how each one was to 
be personally responsible for the death of the 
lamb. For, you see, you and I are responsible 
for the death of Christ. It is our sin that nailed 
Him to Calvary's bitter cross. It was because of 
me that He was slain. Yes, I am guilty of the 
death of God's precious Son. And it is only when 
a sinner owns that he is guilty of that precious 
death that he really finds peace. We are to own 
our guilt, so that He may pardon us. We recall 
the solemn fact of our guilt every time we meet 
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together as Christians to remember Him, for the 
Word says in 1 Cor. 10:16 that it is the bread which 
we break. We were guilty of the breaking and 
bruising of that holy body. And when man had 
done his worst, then God the Father handed His 
Son the cup of suffering, of wrath, which He 
drained to the last drop, so that for us nothing 
remains but love. 

"Oh, how vile my lost estate 
Since my ransom was so great." 

Yes, we are guilty of the death of Christ. But 
praise God, where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound. 

2. The people on that night were to pick out 
"a" lamb (ver. 3), which thus became "the" 
lamb (ver. 4) , and finally "your" lamb (ver. 5). 
Many today speak of Christ as a Saviour, placing 
Him on a level with such men as Mohammed, 
Buddha, etc. Such men are apostates and infidels. 
Others speak of Him as the Saviour. Such are the 
unbelievers around us. Very often they are re
spectable, upright, religious folks, but they have 
never trusted Christ for themselves; have never 
been able to say that the Saviour is by faith now 
my Saviour. Can you say so? He becomes your 
Saviour by personal appropriation, illustrated on 
this Passover night in Egypt by our third point: 

3. They were to take the blood and strike it on 
the two side posts and on the upper door post of 



24 HIS APPOINTMENTS 

the house wherein they ate the lamb (Exod. 
12 :7) . I have often wondered why the trans
lators of the A. V. used the word "strike" in this 
passage. A glance at your Concordance will show 
that the Hebrew word here is the word "natkan," 
which is translated 1,025 times "give" in the Old 
Testament, and only once "strike." It means 
"give," and should have been rendered so. Let us 
read the passage, using the word "give" instead 
of strike: "And ye shall take of the blood and give 
it." Do you see the beautiful and striking con
trast—take and give? God said, as it were, and 
says to you and me today, "You must be sheltered 
somehow if you are to escape the awful judgment 
your sins deserve, but you have nothing that is 
adequate against the wrath of a sin-hating God. 
But I have My Son, and I will give Him to you, 
and His sacrifice shall be your shelter from judg
ment. The Lamb shall be slain, shedding His 
precious blood, for it is the blood of Jesus Christ 
that cleanseth from all sin. So," says God, "you 
take the blood from Me, and then give it to Me, 
as your safeguard from the wrath you deserve. 
And when I see the blood, I will pass over you." 
How often we see the same thing in everyday life. 
Just this week I wanted to go from Chicago to a 
city in northern Wisconsin. So I went and bought 
a ticket in the station. I took that ticket from 
the station agent, and then gave it to the con
ductor on the train, and all was well. Oh, dear 
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sinner, just take the blood of Christ from the 
hand and heart of God as your passport to heaven 
and your salvation from eternal doom; and then 
present that blood to Him as your plea. That is 
what God told Cain to do centuries ago. "Cain," 
He said, "you are a sinner and need a Saviour. 
You have nothing to present as your salvation 
from judgment, but behold, I have brought a sin-
offering right to the very door of your house. 
Take that, Cain, and bring it to Me, and you too 
shall be accepted, even as Abel was." It is the 
blood only that saves, the blood of Christ. Take 
it, and present it to God as your shelter from sin 
and judgment. It was not enough that the blood 
of the lamb was shed; it had to be taken and ap
plied on the door posts of the house. Will you 
apply it? Perhaps you ask, How? This brings 
us to our fourth point. 

4. They were to sprinkle or apply the blood by 
means of a bunch of hyssop (Exod. 12:22). I 
understand that hyssop was a little plant that 
grew out of walls, etc., and was very common in 
Egypt and Palestine. Thus I believe it speaks of 
faith, for we learn in the New Testament specially 
that the work of Christ is to be taken hold of 
by faith. As hyssop was very prolific, so faith 
is a plant that grows everywhere. We see it and 
use it every day, and all day long. Life would 
be unthinkable without it. It is only necessary 
to use the same faith which we employ in our 
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relationship with others, and exercise it in the 
Word of God. You use faith when you board a 
train, believing that it will take you to your des
tination; you use faith when you accept a check, 
believing that it is alright. Use faith thus in 
God's Word, believing that what He says is true. 
Believing that Christ on the cross died to save 
you from hell and for heaven will make all the 
value of that precious blood good to your soul. 
Won't you trust Him now? 

Thus this tremendously important night of long 
ago still preaches to us the value of that greater 
offering—the offering of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Its primary message was salvation from the judg
ment of God. That is the first thing the sinner 
learns when he first trusts in Christ, that his 
sins are forgiven and that he is no longer exposed 
to the judgment of God, for he that heareth and 
believeth hath everlasting life and shall not come 
into judgment, but is passed from death into life 
(John 5: 24). The Passover night in Egypt pre
sents the death of Christ, not the cross of Christ. 
It is to be noted that there was no altar in con
nection with this shedding of blood. The altar 
speaks to us of Christ in connection with His 
cross. Now, whenever the New Testament speaks 
of the work of Christ in relation to the salvation 
of the sinner, it uses the thought of the death of 
Christ—Christ died. The cross of Christ is a 
further and an additional thought, and is ever 
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applied to believers. We do not find the altar in 
Egypt; only in the wilderness and in the promised 
land. You remember that in the arrangement of 
the tabernacle the altar was inside the court. One 
had to come" through the outer gate ere he could 
come to the altar. The outer gate speaks of Jesus 
as the Door, by which if any man enter in he shall 
be saved, so that he was saved already ere coming 
to the altar. That is the consistent teaching of 
Scripture. The death of Christ rids the sinner of 
his sins; the cross of Christ rids a believer of self. 
We thus begin our Christian life by getting rid 
of what we did in the past; and we progress by 
getting rid of what we are in the present. The 
cross tells us that we are crucified with Christ; 
His death tells us that He was crucified for us. 

Let us now notice further that the blood was to 
be sprinkled on the house, not on the person. 
There are other places in the Bible where the 
blood was sprinkled on the individual, but here it 
is the house, bringing before us the precious 
truth that the whole house—the whole family— 
may be sheltered from judgment. Perhaps you 
say that the blood was only for the salvation of 
the firstborn. True enough, but did you ever stop 
to think that everyone in your home (even if there 
are a dozen children) is a firstborn? It is true 
that there was probably only one firstborn in 
most of the houses in Egypt that night, but in its 
spiritual application every child in the family is a 
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firstborn. For you know that if you are a Chris
tian you have been born twice, and that your first 
birth was your birth from sinful parents. And 
since all men are sinners, therefore they are all 
firstborn. Have you noticed in the Old Testament 
that wherever you read of two boys in a family 
the elder one was always the unbeliever and re
jecter, and the younger one was the believer? 
This is not mere chance. God picked out those 
pairs, in order to teach us a very important les
son. You see, those two boys as seen in the Old 
Testament are a type of one person as seen in the 
New Testament, the picture of what is true of 
every believer in Christ. Cain and Abel; Ishmael 
and Isaac; Esau and Jacob; and, in the New 
Testament, the elder son and the prodigal of 
Luke 15, all illustrate the same fact. If you were 
to look at the writer of this little book you would 
see just one person, but that is only because your 
vision is limited. If you could see with God's 
eyes you would see two persons—Van Ryn the 
elder, and Van Ryn the younger. There is a 
difference of twenty years in their ages. The 
elder was born a sinner; the younger a saint. 
Thus of these couples recorded in the Old Testa
ment the elder was always the sinner, for the two 
illustrate the truth of first birth and new birth. 
Therefore, you see, every sinner is a firstborn; 
every member in the family is a firstborn, even 
the father and the mother; and you may shelter 
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them all from God's judgment by applying the 
blood of the Lamb to the door of your house. God's 
Word gives precious suggestions here and there 
that Christian parents may count on God for the 
salvation of their children. You no doubt will 
immediately think of that assurance found in 
Acts 16 :31 : "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house." There 
is a clear statement, encouraging a believer to 
count on God for the salvation of his family and 
loved ones. How many Christian families have 
I seen where every one of the dear children is 
saved and walking with God. But perhaps some
one says: "Do you mean to tell me that all my 
children will be saved because I am a Christian?" 
In answer to that query, let us imagine ourselves 
in Egypt on that fateful night long ago. Here is 
a father who has carefully sprinkled the blood on 
the door posts, according to the divine directions. 
But is that all he does? Of course not, for it 
would not have been sufficient. After sprinkling 
the blood he sees to it that the firstborn is inside 
the house, for it is only inside, under the shelter 
of the blood, that his precious child is safe. I 
can imagine a daughter saying to her father: 
"Father, let me go out a while tonight; I'd like 
to see the excitement. I want to go and see if my 
aunt in the next village has remembered to put 
the blood on; or I want to go out to a party to
night at my girl friend's home." And the father 
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would reply: "No, Rachel; I can't let you go. I 
know you. You like to run around with the boys, 
and many a night I have been at home anxiously 
awaiting your return, when you were out alto
gether too late. You may forget what time it is, 
and midnight may find you outdoors; and then 
nothing could save you, my beloved child, from the 
wrath of God." Don't you see, that father would not 
only put the blood on the door posts, but also would 
see to it that his dear child was indoors. It was 
a matter of life and death. He would not let her 
go where she wished or pleased, lest the judgment 
should fall. If he applied the blood and kept his 
child under his control, then he could count abso
lutely on her salvation. It is so, still. Trust God 
for the salvation of your children (apply the 
blood as it were to your door posts); and then 
keep your children under your control and care; 
and then (yes, I am perfectly sure that then) you 
may count on God to save them. Remember that 
it says: "Bring up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it." 

Finally, before we leave this thrilling theme 
(so old, yet ever new), let us take heed that the 
blood was to be sprinkled on the lintel, overhead, 
and on the two side posts of the door, not on the 
threshold. The blood of Christ never was meant 
to be trodden under foot. See, dear reader, that 
you do not do that, but rather avail yourself of its 
infinite value. The blood, in all its solitary dig-
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nity, avails to take your every sin away forever. 
That blood was put overhead, to tell us that the 
blood of Christ protects us from the judgment of 
God coming from above. It was put on each side, 
to tell us that it protects us also from all that 
man might do to us, for if God be for us, who 
can be against us? On that solemn night the 
stupendous statement was made: "When I see the 
blood, I will pass over you." As has often been 
said, It is not what you see but what He sees that 
is the ground of your salvation. Who of us ever 
does see or will see all the value of that precious 
sacrifice? We trust i t ; He sees it. The Jew could 
not see the blood when on the inside, but he 
trusted it. God saw it. That night was called 
the Passover night, and the feast has ever since 
been known as the "Passover." As Exod. 12: 23 
states: "The Lord will pass through to smite the 
Egyptians, and when He seeth the blood upon the 
lintel and on the two side posts, the Lord will pass 
over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to 
come into your houses to smite you." How mag
nificent ! The Lord would pass through that night, 
and whenever He came to a door with blood on it, 
He would pass over that door. This does not 
mean that He would pass by, as so often has been 
thought carelessly. No, the very opposite. For 
He says that He would see to it that the destroyer 
did not enter that home. You see, the destroyer 
was an angel; and after all, angels are created 
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beings, and thus are subject to failure. So when 
the Lord came to a door with blood on it, He 
stayed there like a sentry, passing back and forth 
over the door, to prevent the destroyer from en
tering, should he possibly be mistaken and try 
to do so. He says, "I will not suffer the destroyer 
to come in unto your houses to smite you." The 
same word, translated here "pass over," is 
translated in 1 Kings 18:21, "halt." Thus that 
night in Egypt the people were doubly secure; 
first, as sheltered by the blood, speaking of the 
death of Christ; and secondly, by the living Lord 
over the door. Even so today. We are doubly 
safe; safe because Christ died for us and the 
blood is sprinkled; and safe because Christ lives 
and keeps guard over us. As Rom. 5:10 puts 
it: "If when we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God by the death of His Son; much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life." Blessed 
assurance indeed! He died to save us; He lives 
to keep us. He is able to save us to the uttermost 
seeing He ever liveth for us. 

This memorable Passover was to be kept ever 
after as a memorial. It was to be kept when they 
reached the land to which God was taking them: 
"And it shall be when the Lord shall bring thee 
into the land . . . a land flowing with milk and 
honey, that then thou shalt keep this service in 
this month" (Exod. 13: 5). Deut. 16: 2 says: 
"Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the passover unto 
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the Lord thy God . . . in the place which the Lord 
shall choose to place His name there." Yet, 
though they were only to celebrate it in the land 
of Canaan, they did do it once as far as we know 
in the wilderness. "They kept the passover . . . 
on the first day of the first month at even in the 
wilderness of Sinai" (Num. 9 : 5 ) . This was 
exactly a year after they had left Egypt, and 
when we compare Exod. 40: 17 with Num. 9: 1, 2, 
we learn that they kept the Passover at the time 
the tabernacle was first set up. The next oc
casion, as far as Scripture indicates, on which 
they celebrated it was when they entered the 
promised land (Josh. 5:10) , and from then on 
of course it was to be kept every year. It is in
teresting to see these three celebrations of the Pass
over. Once in Egypt; once in the wilderness; and 
then in Canaan, where God would put His name as 
the gathering center for His people. We are told in 
1 Cor. 5 that this Passover speaks of the death 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. As Israel remembered 
that event, so we, in the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper, remember Him in His precious death. 
Referring back therefore to the three celebrations 
of the Passover, we learn by applying them to the 
remembrance of our Lord now, that this is to be 
celebrated but once in Egypt. Once we are saved, 
we are to be no longer of this world, and in spirit 
are to say good-bye to it forever. One cannot 
think of remembering the Lord in His death for 
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us, and yet living in fellowship with this world at 
the same time. And it was only once celebrated 
in the wilderness. The wilderness for the Chris
tian today speaks of the world in which our needs 
are met and where the burdens of life are promi
nent ; and of course these circumstances, if we are 
occupied with them, are not conducive to remem
bering Him either. The wilderness rather pre
sents the aspect of our place as children depen
dent on a Father's care, while the remembrance 
of our Lord has to do with our place as worship
pers, as sons of God and heirs of glory. The time 
it was celebrated in the desert was at the erection 
of the tabernacle where God dwelt in the midst of 
His own, suggesting to us that the remembrance 
of Christ is where He is in the midst. But the 
proper place to remember Him is when we come 
to our inheritance. It is when we enter spiritually 
into all that is ours in Christ that we really can 
remember Him as we should. It is not as in 
Egypt, affected by its wiles and wickedness; nor 
in the wilderness, burdened by our need and 
thinking of the Father's daily care; but in the 
land, where with adoring hearts we may look 
around and see all the riches of His grace poured 
so abundantly upon us. Above the sin and care, 
in the place where He is, there we lose ourselves 
in the contemplation of His blessed work and His 
blessed Person. One might say that the Passover 
in Egypt typically speaks of the work of Christ 
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in relation to our salvation; in the wilderness, in 
relation to separation; in the land, in relation to 
satisfaction; or they bring before us Christ as 
our Saviour, our Center, and our Satisfier. Israel 
kept the Passover once a year, but we are bidden 
to remember Him as often as possible; and the 
New Testament shows that the disciples did so 
once a week. There is no greater or sweeter 
privilege than to meet thus around Himself in 
this very world where He was crucified, where 
He is at best ignored, and very often hated and 
despised, and to pour forth, out of loving hearts, 
amidst the groaning and weeping of this sad 
world, the praises due to Him who died for us 
that we might live. Dear believer, let me recall 
to you your Saviour's own words, "This do, in 
remembrance of Me." 

Three great succeeding steps were to be taken 
on the Passover night, the order of which is in
tensely important, and which must on no account 
be changed. First, the blood was to be put on the 
door posts and lintel; then they were to go inside 
and feast on the lamb roast with fire; then they 
were to put the leaven out of the houses. How 
many millions today would reverse God's order! 
They try to mend themselves, to put sin (typified 
in the leaven) out, without having the blood on 
the door first, and without feeding on the Lamb. 
If a human being could take all the sin out of his 
life, it would, alas, still leave him exposed to the 
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judgment of God. How many vainly think that 
by turning over new leaves, by adopting some 
religion or other, by good works and charitable 
duties, they will make themselves fit for the pres
ence of God. But the Word of God teaches that 
there is only one remedy for sin, and that is not 
your works, but the work of Christ. It is not the 
life you live, but the death He died. Without the 
shelter of the blood all is in vain. Yea, the very 
good works become sin, from which the blood 
must also cleanse you. For all men's righteous
nesses are but filthy rags in His sight. All have 
sinned, and that includes the moral with the im
moral. Only His precious sacrifice can wash your 
sin away. So, see to it that first the blood is on 
the door. And then again, many who are saved 
through faith in Christ make the mistake of 
thinking that they must now try to live better 
lives, must try to cut out this sin or that sin. 
They think that to be a Christian consists of 
negatives: "Touch not, taste not, handle not 
They too reverse God's order. For the order o' 
that night was that they were to feast on the 
lamb, and then put the leaven out. First, Christ 
in; then, sin out. Blessedly simple, isn't it? Let 
but the Lord Jesus be the One on whom your soul 
feeds, and you will find that almost automatically 
sin will go out. That is ever God's order. The 
positive always comes first; then the negative. 
"They turned to God from idols;" not vice versa. 
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If Christ dwells within by faith; then sin will 
leave. Christ and sin cannot dwell together. 
Give Him His place in your soul, and you will 
learn to abhor everything that is contrary to His 
holy mind and will. You will be changed into the 
same image, from glory to glory. 

So on the Passover night we see the blood on 
the outside, and the lamb on the inside. The same 
Lord who saved us by His death now is the One 
who satisfies every need of our souls. How happy 
they were on the inside, feeding on the lamb. 
That little word "in" reminds us of the great New 
Testament truth that not only is the believer's 
condition changed when he has trusted Christ, 
but also that he is in another position. Once he 
was out of Christ, in the darkness and danger; 
but now he is in Christ: "If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creation." Let it be dark and dismal 
outside, with the angel of judgment stalking 
through the land; those on the inside are in the 
light and the warmth and the joy, feasting on Him 
who was slain for us. Our Lord says in John 
6: 56: "He that eateth My flesh and drinketh My 
blood, dwelleth in Me and I in him;" or, in other 
words, he that feeds by faith on all the blessed 
truth told out in the redemptive work of Christ 
has communion with Him and He with him. The 
people of Israel were to leave the land of Egypt 
that night, starting out on their arduous journey, 
so God provided for them the lamb to feed on, to 
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strengthen them for the toils of the way. Even 
so must we feed on Christ as the portion of our 
souls, to enable us to march on through this wil
derness world. In Him is found all we need; and 
only in Him. 

They were to eat the lamb that night, roast 
with fire. They were not to eat of it raw, nor 
boiled (sodden) at all in water, but roast with 
fire. To understand these things, we must re
mind ourselves that when we apply these truths 
to our blessed Lord, in His case the order is 
reversed. The Passover lamb in Egypt was first 
slain and then roasted of course. But in our 
blessed Lord's case, He first suffered all the awful 
horrors of pain and agony suggested by the term 
roasting; and then He was slain. When we roast 
the meat of the lamb it does not feel anything, for 
life has gone; but ah, when our blessed Lord 
suffered for us, it was in all the awfulness of 
conscious realization of what the cross meant to 
Him. Roasting is perhaps the slowest method of 
preparing meat for consumption, and suggests 
the most painful. The searing heat penetrates to 
the innermost parts of the meat, unlike in frying 
or boiling. The roasting by fire speaks of the 
judgment our blessed Lord endured at the hands 
of God, for in Scripture fire is always the type of 
divine judgment. It thus speaks of the awful 
agony He endured when God His Father judged 
Him for our sins; when He who knew no sin was 
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made sin for us. Man might beat Him and spit 
upon Him, might nail Him to a criminal's cross, 
but after all, those sufferings were outward and 
came from without. But when man had done his 
worst, then God handed Him the cup of divine 
wrath, and He drank it. It was taken in, as the 
roasting fire of divine judgment reached to the 
inmost parts; and He knew, as, praise God, we 
shall never know, all the excruciating, searing 
pain of the wrath of God—suffering, compared 
with which the physical agony He endured while 
hanging there was less than a drop of water com
pared with the ocean. Yes; all that He endured 
for our sakes. He endured it while hanging alive 
on Calvary's cross. The roasting took place in 
His case while He lived; and when all had been 
borne, He cried: "It is finished." That is why 
the Israelites were charged to eat the lamb roast 
with fire, for apart from the fact that Christ bore 
the judgment of God as our Substitute, that death 
would have no value for us. They were not to 
eat the lamb raw. Many today think and speak 
of Christ apart from His death, apart from His 
suffering—many who pretend to be Christians, 
but who refuse the value of His precious death. 
That is equivalent to eating of the lamb raw. 
They speak well of His life, but refuse the truth 
as we find it in the Bible concerning His death. 
They lift up Christ on the earth as a good man 
and a great teacher, but deny His atoning work. 
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He Himself said that it was only as lifted up 
from the earth (on the cross) and not on the 
earth, that He would draw all men to Him (John 
12:32). Theirs is an awful delusion. Reject the 
sacrifice of Christ as the price paid to save you 
from sin and hell, and you are doomed. 

Then there are others who eat as it were of 
the lamb boiled in water. They too are wrong. 
The natural illustration would mean that meat 
boiled in water would not feel the same intensity 
of heat as that roast with fire. In other words, 
it pictures the death of Christ, but not as One 
bearing the wrath of God for us—the fire. It 
pictures Christ indeed as dying and suffering, but 
only as a martyr. We ourselves say today that 
we get someone into hot water, and while that is 
a vulgar illustration I feel sure it expresses what 
is pictured here. It refers merely to what man 
did to Him, and ignores His death under God's 
judgment when He bore our sins in His own body 
on the tree. But they were not to eat the lamb 
boiled in water. That which men did to Him was 
serious enough, and without doubt real suffering 
to our blessed Lord, but it only expressed man's 
wickedness and vileness. How could man's guilt 
be food for our souls? Impossible. It is true that 
He did die as a martyr, that He was despised and 
rejected of man, but he that sees nothing else in 
that precious death is poor indeed. That is only 
the story of man's sin, great as it is. But, praise 
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God, that is not all the truth; it is only the dark 
background on which the truth shines out in all 
its eternal splendor. For the real truth is that 
where sin abounded, grace did much more abound. 
No; when man had done his worst, then the Lord 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all. The Lamb 
roast with fire is Christ passing through all the 
unutterable woe of divine judgment. That sear
ing heat, as it were, reached the most remote part, 
and He suffered that penetrating, searing fire 
which He endured for me. Precious Saviour, I 
love Thee for it. I would feed on that Lamb, roast 
with fire. I would feed upon and meditate upon the 
infinite value of the holy Saviour's precious sacri
fice, upon all He is and did for me. It is true 
that the awfulness of it I shall never understand. 
I may merely listen to those words that came out 
of the darkness: "My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me?" I would try a little to fathom 
the depth of that suffering, so that I may love 
Him more and serve Him better. 

"The gall, the curse, the wrath were Thine 
To set Thy ransomed free." 

They were to eat the flesh that night, roast with 
fire, his head, with his legs and with the purte-
nance (the inward parts) . How beautiful! We 
are to feed on Christ! First, the Head. God 
would have us make our own His counsels and 
purposes as revealed through Christ. How He 
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delights to tell us all. In the Old Testament many-
things were hidden. Eye had not seen nor ear 
heard, neither had it entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God had prepared for 
them that love Him, but God has now revealed 
them unto us by His Spirit. For the Spirit search-
eth all things, yea, the deep things of God. How 
few are concerned to understand and to enjoy 
the deep counsels and plans of God! Yet He 
desires to have us feed on the "Head." The Spirit 
delights to take the things of Christ and to show 
them unto us. I take it that the things that have 
to do with the "Head" are largely found in the 
wonderful epistles penned by the apostle Paul. 
And we are to feed on the "legs." To revel in 
that marvelous life of Christ, in His walk down 
here among men. I often feel that we do not 
study the four Gospels enough. The epistles of 
course are wonderful, presenting as they do the 
great doctrines of our faith and the purposes 
and revelations of God. But ah, in the four Gos
pels we see all these truths lived out; and to most 
of us example is so much more vivid and enlight
ening than precept. In the Gospels we see The 
Truth living among men; and there is not a thing 
we need to know, nor anything we want advice 
on, but we may find it in practice and precept in 
the life of our blessed Lord Jesus as portrayed 
in the four Gospels. Let us feed on the "legs" 
more, and thus learn to walk even as He walked. 
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And lastly we are to feed and feast on the inward 
parts. On all those wondrous exhibitions of love, 
tenderness, wisdom, humility, divine indignation 
at times, power, purity, etc., as found in Him. 
Feeding on these, we shall become like Him. 
Learning of Him as He walked on earth we shall 
become like Him, meek and lowly in heart. Gazing 
upon Him as He is seated in glory we shall be 
changed into the same image. Surely with the 
Lamb as our portion, we find ourselves at a ban
quet that is inexhaustible, satisfying and thor
oughly soul-sustaining. It will not be difficult to 
put the leaven out when Christ dwells within. 

They were to feed on the lamb with their loins 
girded. When walking or marching, the people 
of that day wearing, as they did, their long flow
ing robes, girded themselves so they would not 
stumble. So the Christian on the march of life 
should be girded, and Eph. 6 tells us that the 
girdle we are to use is the truth. It is the Word 
of God alone that can keep us from stumbling 
along the way. Peter in his first epistle (chapter 
1:13) speaks of girding up the loins of our mind. 
We should not allow our minds to be loose, so to 
speak, to allow them to be occupied with the many 
things that call for attention. But we should gird 
our mind, keeping it under control, setting it on 
the things of Christ, that with one object before 
us, to live for Him and be like Him, our Christian 
life may not be a stumbling one. 
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Then they were to take their shoes and staff 
and go forth in haste. There must be no linger
ing in the world after we are saved, but a clear-
cut separation. How many have found that if 
they are not out and out for Christ right from 
the start, it becomes very much more difficult to 
take a stand for Him later on. As one dear old 
brother told me in my early Christian life: "Nail 
your colors to the masthead." It is good advice. 
It will save much sorrow and heartbreak, and will 
greatly honor your Lord. They were to go in 
such haste that they would not have time to let 
their bread rise; they were to eat it unleavened. 
Since leaven in the Bible speaks of sin, it shows 
that if you make a clean break with the world 
right away, it will prevent sin from getting a 
chance to raise its head. Thus far then we have 
been looking at the truth connected with the death 
and blood-shedding of the Lamb of God, and He 
Himself as the food of our souls. This brings us 
to the second feast, closely connected with the 
Passover, and called the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. The Passover introduced that feast; for 
all is founded on the precious death of Christ. 



THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD 
"And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast 

of unleavened bread unto the Lord; seven days ye must 
eat unleavened bread. In the first day ye shall have an 
holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work therein. But 
ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord seven 
days; in the seventh day is an holy convocation; ye shall 
do no servile work therein" (Lev. 23:6-8). 

"Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the 
first day ye shall put away leaven out of your houses; for 
whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the 
seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel. And 
in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and 
in the seventh day there shall be an holy convocation to 
you; no manner of work shall be done in them, save that 
which every man must eat, that only may be done of you. 
And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread, for 
in this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of 
the land of Egypt; therefore shall ye observe this day in 
your generations by an ordinance forever. In the first 
month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye 
shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth 
day of the month at even. Seven days shall there be no 
leaven found in your houses; for whosoever eateth that 
which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the 
congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger or born 
in the land. Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your 
habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread" (Exod. 12: 15-
20). 

THE Feast of Unleavened Bread was to be 
of seven days' duration. We know that two 
feasts of the seven lasted a period of time, 

this one and the Feast of Tabernacles, one at the 
beginning and the other at the end. The feasts 
that lasted a period of time in their typical sig-

45 
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nificance refer of course to a certain period of 
time, while the feasts that lasted only a day in
dicate some distinct happening or incident. The 
first of these feasts, that of the Unleavened 
Bread, has reference to the last 1900 years, to 
the Christian dispensation—the Church period. 
It is during this time, commencing at the Pass
over, which speaks of the death of Christ, and 
going on until the coming of the Lord, that be
lievers feed on Christ and remember Him at the 
Supper He instituted. The last feast—the Feast 
of Tabernacles—takes us to the end of all, when 
Christ shall reign over His happy people Israel. 
It refers to the long period of Israel's bliss known 
as the Millennium. The Feast of Unleavened 
Bread teaches that on account of what the Lord 
did for us in His precious death on our behalf, 
all evil—leaven—is to be shunned, and our whole 
life is to be lived to His praise and glory. Com
munion with God could only be had on the basis 
of the shedding of His blood, and when evil is 
put out of our lives. The allowance of sin hin
ders and disrupts communion with God. It does 
not affect our salvation, for, praise God, that is 
wholly and altogether dependent on the work of 
our Lord upon the cross; but it does prevent com
munion with God our Father and the Lord Jesus. 
And when such leaven has been allowed, it is 
necessary to confess our sins to Him, that fellow
ship may once more be restored and enjoyed. 
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Let us specially notice the divine order. The 
blood on the house comes first; then the lamb 
feasted upon inside; then leaven put out (see 
Exod. 12: 15). How many try to reverse this 
order! They try to make themselves better; to 
put sin out of their lives without first having put 
the blood on the door, so to speak. But this is 
simply worthless. Even if it could be done, it 
would still leave one subject to the judgment 
of God. Morality without the blood will not save 
the soul in the awful night of judgment. Be 
sure to follow God's order, First, the personal 
application of the blood of Christ. Then feed on 
the Lord Jesus Christ by faith, as the food God 
has provided to sustain and strengthen His peo
ple, and then you will find that sin will be put 
out readily. Christ and sin cannot dwell together 
in the same place. Let Him but fill and satisfy 
your soul, and sin will become increasingly ab
horrent to you. We must notice also that not 
only were they to eat unleavened bread only, but 
all leaven was to be put out of the house (Exod. 
12:15). Out of the house, mind you, not out of 
the bread. Once leaven has permeated the bread, 
it is impossible to take it out. Many Christians 
speak of "having the evil nature eradicated, taken 
out altogether," but this is not so. You cannot 
do it any better than you could take leaven out 
of dough; and God does not do it. Sinless per
fection, as far as we are concerned, in ourselves 



48 HIS APPOINTMENTS 

is a vain dream. They were not to take the leaven 
out of them, but out of their houses. In His in
finite wisdom God has seen fit to leave the sinful 
nature which we received by birth from our 
parents in us till that day when He shall change 
this body of humiliation and fashion it like unto 
our Lord's own body of glory. Leaven in us 
speaks of sin—that evil principle which we re
ceive at our birth. You look at that lovely little 
baby boy of yours, and you say: "Isn't he a little 
angel?" Yes, but wait a few years and perhaps 
the neighbors will call him a little devil. He 
has leaven in him, and leaven is an evil principle 
that surges and agitates, and will soon manifest 
itself. The leaven will rise, and the child will 
soon get too big for his size, he begins to swell. 
He will set his will against yours, will try to rise 
in rebellion against his parents, even as bread 
rises through the fermenting influence of the 
yeast, and gets puffed up, as we are told in 
1 Cor. 5. That is exactly what sin does; it puffs 
man up, and he sets himself in opposition to God 
and divinely instituted authority. It is the old 
virus of pride, instilled and encouraged in the 
human heart by the devil away back in the 
Garden of Eden. Pride is the condemnation of 
the devil; and now, alas, also of man. You see 
it in your child, and what do you do? Take it 
out? Of course not; you can't. But you do with 
it as you do with the dough when it rises. You 
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say as it were: "Oh, you are getting too big for 
your own good; aren't you ? All right, I'll bring 
you down." And then you give it a good pound
ing. That's what my parents did for me when I 
rose up. As someone has said, "He was brought 
up at his mother's knee and across his father's 
knee." But even that does not stop the leaven. 
Very soon the dough is up again, and once more 
you pound it down, as you do in your child. 
"Spare the rod, and spoil the child," is still a 
good motto to adhere to. There is not enough of 
it in these days when all authority seems to be 
failing. But in the case of rising dough you 
think of a better method. You put it into the 
oven, and the heat of the fire stops the action of 
the leaven once and for all. If it were not for 
the action of the fire, the dough would eventually 
turn sour and be spoiled. And so our God has 
found a way to stop the leaven of sin from oper
ating; He put it in the fire of divine judgment. 
We are told in Rom. 8: 3 that, "God sending His 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and by a 
sacrifice for sin, condemned sin in the flesh." 
The action of the leaven was stayed when, on 
the cross of shame and suffering, the fire of 
divine judgment was suffered by Him who was 
made sin for us. But that did not take the leaven 
(the sin) out of us; it only stopped its action. 
So with the Christian today. Sin is still in us, 
but it has been judged for us in the Person of 
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Christ our Lord. As you and I, believers, think 
of what that awful judgment meant to Him, we 
learn to abhor sin in our own lives, and thus we 
pass it as it were through the fire of self-judg
ment, stopping its action thus. What Christ did 
for us 1,900 years ago when He endured the fire 
of divine wrath against sin, we now do in us 
when we judge ourselves. Do you wish to keep 
sin from lifting its ugly head in your heart and 
life? Then have no pity on it, but judge it un
sparingly. So often, instead of judging sin in 
ourselves, we condone it and excuse it. We are 
very easy on ourselves and very hard on others, 
when we should practise the very reverse. I 
have noticed when raising tomatoes that after 
planting the young tomato plants, in a week or 
two the field would be littered with weeds. I 
never planted any of those pests; they came 
along uninvited. Adam is the originator of them. 
You don't need to sow or encourage sins; they'll 
come of their own accord, for the seed of them 
is in your moral and spiritual system. If you 
never plant a weed, you'll still see them come up 
in the field of your soul. But you will have to 
plant tomato plants, and nourish them carefully 
too. So that which is of God in the life of a 
Christian also must be cultivated. When I go 
into my field and see lots of weeds there, I do 
not say: "Oh, those pretty weeds! Aren't they 
cute?" No, indeed; but I go there with murder 
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in my heart, and I ruthlessly tear them up and 
tread them under my feet. If I don't, I shall 
never get a good crop of tomatoes. So too I 
should ruthlessly tear up every evil thing that 
crops up in my life; I should pass it through the 
fire of self-judgment. Never excuse sin in your 
own life. A woman once said to Billy Sunday: 
"I have a violent temper, I admit it; but then 
I'm like this. I don't hold a grudge, I'm quick 
up and quick down." You see, she was excusing 
herself in a measure; that's why her temper was 
still getting away from her. Billy Sunday an
swered by saying: "Yes, you're quick up and 
quick down; so is a shotgun; but it does a ter
rible lot of damage while it's blowing." Tear 
up the weeds and you'll have less of them. I 
noticed in my tomato patch that the stronger the 
tomato plants became (and I gave them room 
to grow by rooting up the weeds), the less room 
there was for weeds; and ere long the hardy 
tomato plants choked out the weeds altogether. 
So will it be in your life, dear fellow-Christian, 
if you exercise self-judgment. 

Thus the leaven was to be put out of the house, 
not out of the person. Christians should see to 
it that no leaven is permitted in their homes. Or, 
if the house is a type of the assembly, as we 
learn in the New Testament, it means that we 
must exercise discipline among the people of God; 
and no evil must be harbored there: "Put away 
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from among yourselves that wicked person" 
(1 Cor. 5 :13) . 

They were to eat the feast with unleavened 
bread. Of course, the One who is really un
leavened (who has no sin in Him at all-—1 John 
3:5) is our blessed Lord Himself. That un
leavened bread speaks of Christ Himself. It 
speaks of Him as much as the roast lamb does. 
As the roast lamb emphasizes the thought of 
His work in dying for us, the unleavened bread 
brings before us the spotlessness of His Person. 
God would have us know that if He died on a 
cross it was not for any sin of His, but for our 
sins. In John 6 the Lord Himself combines the 
two figures of the lamb and the bread, saying, 
"The bread that I will give is My flesh, which I 
will give for the life of the world" (ver. 51). 
Christ in His spotless life and His vicarious death 
is to be the portion of His people. 

When we turn to 1 Cor. 5: 7 we are told that 
we—Christians— are unleavened. Here we are 
spoken of as sinless. This is the more striking 
when we notice that in the preceding verse the 
plain suggestion is that those Christians were 
leavened by the evil in their midst. What does 
it mean when ver. 6 says we are leavened, and 
ver. 7 that we are unleavened? Quite evidently 
it does not mean that we are sinless in ourselves, 
but only as seen before God in Him. Our position 
and our condition are two different things. The 
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one refers to our standing; the other to our state. 
The one is what we are in Christ positionally; 
the other what we are in ourselves practically. 
I remember once hearing a colored preacher tell 
his audience that he was as holy as the Lord Him
self. When I challenged him as to this he said 
that God said of Job that he was a perfect man 
(Job 1: 8) and that this was true of himself as 
well. I reminded him that Job had the audacity 
to contradict God, for in chapter 40: 4 of his 
book Job says, "Behold, I am vile." God said 
that Job was perfect; Job said that he was vile. 
Who was right? Ah, they were both right. I 
told the preacher that he should let God do His 
talking; and he himself should do his own talking 
as Job did. God says that I am perfect, because 
He sees me accepted in the Beloved; but I see 
myself far short of what I ought to be and want 
to be. Job learned that lesson after forty bitter 
chapters; and I am only learning it after many 
years of often bitter experience. The solemn 
truth is that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwells no 
good thing. I am unleavened, it is true, but only 
in Christ; only as cleansed before God from every 
sin and stain in His precious blood. And because 
I am unleavened in His sight, therefore, says 
God, "Let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth" (1 Cor. 5 :8 ) . Because I am a son of God 
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and an heir of glory, therefore I want to live 
like one, and by His help to joy in God and keep 
the feast, to His praise and glory. 

Two kinds of leaven are mentioned in 1 Cor. 
5: 8—the old leaven and the leaven of malice and 
wickedness. The first word used means literally 
"that which is left," or "the remainder," while 
the second word "leaven" has the idea of "fer
ment." The one as it were suggests that which 
is out of date now and does not operate any 
longer, while the other is active. The old leaven 
refers to the principle that operated in the Old 
Testament days, the principle of law. It is worn 
out, decayed, as Hebrews tells us. Satan would 
introduce the old into the new, law into grace, as 
in the Epistle to the Galatians; thus by legality 
robbing the saints of the full blessings of Chris
tianity. And the condition of things in the re
ligious world today shows how well he has suc
ceeded. The "old leaven" is good, and Satan 
would nullify the rich grace of Christianity by 
introducing into it that which of itself is good. 
"The leaven of malice" on the other hand is evil, 
and suggests the sin which was so rampant 
among the Corinthians. There carnality was the 
evil, and legality in Galatians. The good to 
which the law appeals, and the evil of sin are 
both to be put away by the believer in Christ. 
Christ is all, and sufficient to save and keep, and 
to satisfy the heart of His own. Thus the old 
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leaven speaks of good works done on the prin
ciple of self-righteousness, and the second leaven, 
of evil works. When we feast on Christ both are 
done away with. He by His precious death saves 
us, and not our good ivorks; and at the same time 
by His death He puts away our sins; so when we 
feast on Him^there is room for neither of these. 
It is His precious work we recall, purging our 
conscience from good works, which when done 
by a sinner are dead works (Heb. 9:14) , and 
also cleansing us from every sin and stain, from 
wicked works. 

It is worth while remarking that the presence 
or absence of leaven in the house did not raise 
the question of security, but only of fellowship. 
It was the blood on the door posts that saved, 
not the absence of leaven. It is the blood, and 
that only, that secures our salvation. The ab
sence of leaven has to do with our joy, not our 
salvation. There could only be a feast when the 
leaven had been put out. Thus we may learn 
that there can only be true joy where there is 
true holiness. 

They were to eat the roast lamb and unleav
ened bread with bitter herbs. Unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs do not sound like a very attrac
tive diet. I admit that naturally they do not re
mind one of a "feast," but that is not so when 
applied spiritually. The bitter herbs speak of 
sin and the suffering it carries in its train. It 
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was truly bitter for Him to suffer and to die for 
our sins, He who knew no sin to be made sin 
for us. And it must ever be a bitter thought to 
the believer to recall that his awful sin and guilt 
demanded the death of God's spotless Son. Does 
not the memory of this spoil a believer's joy? 
No, indeed; the very opposite. Ever having be
fore our souls our exceeding sin but reminds us 
the more of the greater and exceeding grace that 
met it, and thus it deepens and purifies our joy. 
David tells us in Psalm 51 that his sin was ever 
before him, yet he is the happiest man we read 
about in the Old Testament, the sweet singer of 
Israel. So with Peter in the New Testament. 
He denied the Lord with curses and oaths. To 
remind him of that sin ever after the Lord told 
Peter that a rooster would crow to register his 
awful sin. All the rest of his days, whenever 
Simon Peter heard a rooster crow (and they 
crow every morning), he would be reminded of 
his sad fall. Making him unhappy? No; for at 
the same time he would recall that look of infinite 
pity and compassion that melted him. He would 
recall how the Lord visited him alone the very 
day He rose from the dead, and the sweet 
talk they had; and he would remember how the 
Lord committed to His repentant servant the 
very choicest treasure He possessed—His lambs 
and His sheep. Where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound. So with us. When we look 
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back to the cross, with its black record of our 
guilt and shame, we rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. For in brightest contrast to 
our sin, does it not speak to us of the mighty 
love that saved us? It is truly with sorrow and 
joy mingling that we remember Him. The mem
ory of our sin and His suffering humbles us; the 
memory of His matchless love fills us with joy 
and praise. So we thank God for the bitter herbs. 

No foreigner or hired servant could eat of the 
feast (Exod. 12 :45) ; but anyone born in the 
land or bought with money could eat. Thus it 
was birth and purchase that gave one a title to 
partake. So it is now. We as His people are 
purchased by His blood, and born into His family. 
We have, as it were, a double title to feast on the 
roast lamb and the unleavened bread. And all 
such must be circumcised (Exod. 12:48). Here 
we have the truth of the "cross" of Christ applied 
to the soul. Self was to be judged ere there 
could be a partaking of the feasts. This, I be
lieve, answers to 1 Cor. 11:27-31. Every be
liever must exercise se^-judgment ere partaking 
of the Lord's Supper; or ere feeding on Christ at 
any time, through the reading or study of His 
Word. / am crucified with Christ; and they that 
are Christ's crucify the flesh with its affections 
and lusts. Let us see to it that we never come 
to the Lord's table without examining ourselves 
in His presence, and without putting away all 
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that is dishonoring to Him. And not only when 
coming to the table of the Lord to remember 
Him, but also for every hour of our life through 
the week. Remember, only the circumcised 
should eat. 

And finally, the feast was to be kept in one 
house (Exod. 12: 46). This suggests that in the 
mind of God the Church is one. How sad that 
multitudinous divisions have come in among the 
people of God when holy and happy unity should 
have marked the Church! We cannot remedy 
this confused state of things, but we can endeavor 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. We can take the place as believers simply, 
meeting together as such, recognizing the Lord 
Jesus Christ as our Head, and acting in subjec
tion to the teaching of the Holy Spirit as given 
to us in the living Word of God. May God stir 
our hearts to seek to walk together in separation 
from the world, feasting on Christ by the Holy 
Spirit's guidance and power. 



THE FEAST OF FIRSTFRUITS 

"And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying: Speak unto 
the children of Israel and say unto them: When ye be 
come into the land which I give unto you and shall reap 
the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the 
firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: and he shall 
wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for you; 
on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it. 
And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an 
he lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt 
offering unto the Lord. And the meat offering thereof 
shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an 
offering made by fire unto the Lord for a sweet savor; 
and the drink offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth 
part of an hin. And ye shall eat neither bread nor parched 
corn nor green ears, until the selfsame day that ye have 
brought an offering unto your God: it shall be a statute 
for ever throughout your generations in all your dwell
ings" (Lev. 23:9-14). 

THE Passover was to be held in the land of 
Canaan as Exod. 13: 5 says; yet they cele
brated it once in Egypt, and once in the 

wilderness. But this Feast of Firstfruits was 
never kept, nor could it be kept, in the wilderness 
or in Egypt. It could not be held anywhere else 
than in the promised land for the very simple 
reason that this sheaf that was to be offered was 
to be the first of the harvest of the land to which 
they were going. And they were not only to be 
in the land, but they were to be living in it and 
possessing it, in order to be able to sow and reap 
a harvest. They were to possess the land, as we 
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read in Deut. 2 6 : 1 : "And it shall be when thou 
art come in unto the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possess-
est it and dwellest therein, that thou shalt take 
of the first of all the fruit of the earth." It was 
one thing to be in the land and another thing to 
possess it; for there were enemies galore, all in
tent on keeping Israel out; and they had to fight 
them, and did fight them under Joshua's leader
ship, in order to drive them out, and to conquer 
and possess the land. In Scripture all this an
swers to the truth that all things are ours in 
Christ, for God hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in the heavenlies in Christ (Eph. 1:3). 
But the enemy would keep us out of the posses
sion and the enjoyment of the riches that are 
ours in Christ, and thus Eph. 6 shows that we 
must fight against those wicked Satanic hosts 
who would keep us out of our rightful property. 
The devil does not want you and me to enjoy the 
precious inheritance which grace has made ours. 
All the unsearchable riches of Christ are ours, it 
is true, but there is a vast difference between 
owning something and possessing it. I owned an 
umbrella once, but most of the time someone 
else possessed it. The prophet Obadiah speaks of 
a day when the house of Jacob shall possess their 
possessions (ver. 17). So you may be a Christian 
and yet not really enjoy that which is yours. In 
fact, it is pitifully true that very few Christians 
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really enjoy and know much of the vastness of 
their estate, which should even now by faith be 
enjoyed and used. And there can really be no 
harvest, and so no offering from you to God in 
the full sense of the word, until you possess the 
land. 

The firstfruits of that harvest were to be pre
sented to the Lord. As 1 Cor. 15: 20 shows, the 
Lord Jesus in His resurrection from the dead is 
this firstfruits of the great harvest of souls which 
is to follow: "Christ the firstfruits; afterward 
they that are Christ's at His coming." This sheaf 
was to be offered on the morrow after the sab
bath, or, in other words, on the "first day of the 
week;" for our blessed Lord rose on that day, the 
day which we henceforth celebrate as the day of 
His glorious victory over all the power of evil. 
Through His resurrection, our risen Lord—our 
Joshua—leads us into the promised land, victor
ious over all our enemies. That sheaf of first-
fruits is but the initial fruit of all the blessing 
which He has won for His own. That firstfruits 
is presented to God on our behalf, to be accepted 
for us (Lev. 23:11) , for He was not only de
livered for our offenses but raised again for our 
justification. And, having trusted Him as our 
Saviour, we not only have died with Him, but 
have risen with Him, henceforth under His lead
ership to be led on into the possession of all our 
great blessings. In Deut. 26:1-11 we are told 
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that, because we are now dwelling in our prom
ised land, we bring our baskets of firstfruits to 
the Lord; or in New Testament language, we 
bring "the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His 
name." It is only as we enter by faith into the 
possession and enjoyment of our riches in Christ 
that we are really able to bring to God the praise 
and worship which are His due. Thus we have 
in this feast of firstfruits a further step. In the 
previous feasts we learned that the Lord Jesus 
saved us from sins and judgment by His precious 
blood; that because of this we are to put sin out 
of our lives as believers; but here we find that 
not only did Christ through His death set us free 
from sins and from sin; but by His resurrection 
He leads us into the heavenly blessings that are 
ours. It is blessed to be delivered out of the 
world and sin, it is still more blessed to be led 
into the heavenly portion His death won for us 
and His risen life secures for us. We have "bold
ness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, by a new and living way . . . and having 
an High Priest over the house of God, let us 
draw near." 

This sheaf of firstfruits then speaks of Christ 
risen from the dead. There is something unique 
about this type of the resurrection. Resurrection 
was a known truth in the Old Testament as Matt. 
22: 31, 32 and Acts 23: 6, 8, etc., show; it was a 
resurrection of the dead. But this sheaf of first-
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fruits speaks of a resurrection from the dead; 
it suggested that only one sheaf would be pre
sented before the Lord and the others left on the 
field. This was a distinct truth, wholly unknown 
in the Old Testament, which only spoke of a gen
eral resurrection. Therefore the disciples could 
not understand what the Lord Jesus meant when 
He spoke in Mark 9: 9 about the Son of Man 
rising from the dead. They wondered what the 
rising from the dead should mean. And they are 
not the only ones who wonder. Christendom to
day thinks too of a "general" resurrection day, 
when all men shall stand before God to be judged. 
This is not true. The New Testament reveals 
that Christ would rise from the dead first, hinted 
at in this "Feast of the firstfruits," of Lev. 23, 
and afterward they that are Christ's at His com
ing. First Christ, then all the believers in Christ 
(see 1 Cor. 15: 20; 1 Thess. 4 : 16, etc.), then the 
rest of the dead (Rev. 20 :5 ) . When believers 
only are raised at the coming of the Lord Jesus 
in the air—according to 1 Thess. 4—they join in 
what is called the "first" resurrection. The 
wicked are not raised till at least a thousand 
years after. 

Thus our Lord is the firstfruits of that great 
harvest of the redeemed. And as the Firstfruits, 
risen victorious over sin and death, He leads His 
own as a mighty General (Eph. 6:10) in the 
conquest over the forces of evil, as Joshua led 
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Israel into the literal possession of Canaan. Fol
low Him, and you'll never be defeated; for vic
tory is ours, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This firstfruits offering was the first of the 
great harvest of souls to be won through the 
death of Christ, for if a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground it will bring forth much fruit. This 
is the only offering offered to God in the Old 
Testament that required no previous preparation. 
Animals had to be slain, etc., grain to be threshed 
and ground into flour, and so on, but this offering 
goes right from the field into God's presence. It 
pictures how the Lord Jesus rose with a glorified 
body, immediately fit for the courts of glory to 
which He ascended. This is referred to in John 
13: 32 where it says that the Son of Man was to 
be straightway glorified. In our case, after rising 
from spiritual death of sin into new life through 
faith in Christ, we pass through the process of 
threshing, etc., the testings and trials of life, ere 
we go home to heaven; and then we must wait 
the Lord's coming to be made like Him. But He 
was straightway glorified, as we shall be some 
day eventually. But for the present we experi
ence the trials of this life; that the trial of our 
faith might be found unto praise and honor and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 

In connection with the offering of the sheaf of 
firstfruits there was to be no sin offering. This 
is significant, for on every other occasion except 



THE FEAST OF FIRSTFRUITS 65 

the daily offering there was a sin offering. But 
not here; for, praise His name, sin was settled 
on the cross, and when the Lord rose from the 
dead, that sin question had been forever settled. 
But there was a burnt offering and a meal offer
ing—oil and wine. All was offered to God, in
dicating the joy and delight that God found in 
the victory and triumph of His beloved Son. 

It was waved before the Lord, "to be accepted" 
for us. The Lord God, as it were, received His 
portion first; not till then do we get our portion 
(Lev. 23: 14). They were not to eat bread, corn 
or green ears, until the selfsame day that they 
had brought an offering unto God. All our bless
ing is based on what He has done. He must 
always have His portion first ere we get ours. 
How often we do give to God what we have left. 
Shame on us! We also remember Him on the 
first day of the week; we begin the week by giv
ing God His portion; that should be the whole 
tenor of our life. Then, having given to Him, 
the rest of the week we may feed on the produce 
of the land; delighting ourselves in all the riches 
that belong to us, bought for us by His precious 
death; and secured to us by His risen life at 
God's right hand. 

In Deut. 26 the people brought their baskets 
of firstfruits. Apparently that feast was closely 
associated with this one in Lev. 23. They brought 
praise for the blessings which the risen Lord had 
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won for them. How little we realize all that is 
involved in the fact that He liveth! He died and 
rose to introduce us into our spiritual inheritance. 
He is the only One who ever made a will, then 
died, and yet executes His own testament. How 
many blessings are associated with the fact that 
Christ rose again! In fact, all of them are de
pendent on this—our justification (Rom. 4 :24) , 
our eternal security (Heb. 7 :25) , our right to 
come into God's presence (Heb. 10:21,22), our 
eventual going home to heaven, etc. As risen 
Lord He is our High Priest, our Advocate, our 
Commander, our Goal. Thus worship belongs to 
Him; and as a result joy is ours (Deut. 16:11). 

This commandment of the waving of the sheaf 
of firstfruits each year on the Sunday after the 
feast of the Passover proves that the Jewish year 
had to begin shortly before the commencement 
of this barley harvest. During the feast of taber
nacles, many months later, we have another harv
est—the harvest of the corn. The first harvest, 
the barley harvest, was as it were for the poor, 
for barley was the poor people's food. It took 
place at the beginning of the year, a year that 
in Bible typology stands for the present year of 
God's grace, the acceptable year of the Lord, of 
which our Lord spoke in Luke 4:19. It is lovely 
to see that thus the poor were provided for first. 
The gospel is still preached to the poor. Not the 
proud rich, but the poor are more ready to avail 
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themselves of the abounding riches of the grace 
of God. 

As already said, the barley was to be ready for 
harvesting by the middle of the first month of 
each year, immediately after the Feast of the 
Passover. But since the Jews reckoned time by 
the moon, instead of by the sun, they soon ran 
behind. The moon periods are approximately 
twenty-nine-and-a-half-days each, while time is 
actually controlled by the sun, as we know now. 
This is divided into periods of thirty-and-a-half-
days each. Thus in the course of about three 
years the Jews would be one month behind the 
season itself, for that of course came in its proper 
time every year. There is an interesting thought 
here. Going by the moon, as the Jews did, they 
soon lost time. Since the moon is a type of the 
Church, it suggests that if we reckon our time by 
God's people (if we take Christians as our 
standard) we will soon lag. Christians are not 
a safe standard to go by. Let us go by the sun 
—our Lord Himself. Let Him be your standard, 
and you'll really be "up-to-date." Whenever we 
take others for our pattern and guide, we lose. 
Let us rather run the race, looking unto Jesus. 
He is our Guide and our Goal. 

Since under the Jewish reckoning they would 
be a month or more behind every three years, it 
was the custom, so Jewish historians tell us, to 
inspect the barley on the twelfth month as the 
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year drew to a close, to see if it would be ready 
for cutting by the middle of the next month. If 
they judged the barley would be ready (see Deut. 
16:9) then the year was allowed to close. If 
they found on the other hand that it would not 
be ready, then they added another month, a 
thirteenth, in order to catch up on their reckon
ing which had run behind, due to their method of 
lunar reckoning. The twelfth month was the 
month "Adar," and whenever another month was 
added it was called "Ve-Adar," or, another month. 
Thus the correct time was more or less main
tained. How much simpler when we go by the 
"Sun." He who set blood-red on Calvary's cross 
and rose again with the golden glow of Victory 
over sin and death, is indeed the One to whom we 
may look, and on whom we may count for every
thing. He is the "Firstfruits," blest earnest of 
all that is to come. Every grain shall be like the 
grain of wheat that first fell into the ground and 
died; we shall all be exactly like Him, when we 
see Him as He is. What a day of rejoicing that 
shall be when He shall come with gladness, bring
ing His sheaves with Him! 
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"And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after 
the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of 
the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: even 
unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye num
ber fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering 
unto the Lord. Ye shall bring out of your habitations 
two wave loaves of two tenth deals; they shall be of fine 
flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the first-
fruits unto the Lord. And ye shall offer with the bread 
seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one 
young bullock, and two rams; they shall be for a burnt 
offering unto the Lord, with their meat offering and their 
drink offerings, even an offering made by fire of a sweet 
savor unto the Lord. Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of 
the goats for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first 
year for a sacrifice of peace offerings. And the priest 
shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a 
wave offering before the Lord, with the two lambs; they 
shall be holy to the Lord for the priest. And ye shall 
proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy 
convocation unto you; ye shall do no servile work therein; 
it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings through
out your generations" (Lev. 23: 15-21). 

THIS feast is not called the Feast of Weeks 
here in Lev. 23, but it is thus designated in 
Deut. 16:10,16, etc. Inasmuch as we know 

from 1 Cor. 15:20 and other New Testament 
scriptures that the Feast of Firstfruits speaks cf 
the resurrection of the Lord on the first day of 
the week, it is easy to figure out that this Feast 
of Weeks, occurring exactly fifty days later, 
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speaks to us of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit 
descended to abide here in the midst of God's 
people. The Greek word "Pentecost" means 
"fiftieth," referring to the fact that it was the 
fiftieth day from the resurrection day of the Lord 
Jesus. It is lovely to see that this great event 
also took place on the first day of the week, the 
day Christ rose from the dead, now set apart for 
believers to give truly to Him as the Lord's Day. 

So far we have looked at three great occasions, 
which answer spiritually to the death of Christ 
in the Passover, the life of the believer, in the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread, and the resurrection 
of our Lord in the Firstfruits. These are follow
ed by this fourth feast, speaking of the forma
tion of Jew and Gentile into one Body the 
Church, by the descent of the Holy Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost. This mighty event is recorded 
in 1 Cor. 12:13, "By one Spirit are we all bap
tized into one Body." Then there follows in 
Leviticus 23, a long interval, from about the mid
dle of the third month to the beginning of the 
seventh month. The first four feasts speak of 
the work of Christ, ending at the formation of 
the Church on Pentecost; while the last three 
feasts deal directly with Israel, as we shall see. 
Thus the long interval between speaks of the 
indefinite length of the present Church dispensa
tion. When this dispensation ends, the Lord will 
again take up the nation of Israel. 
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The two outstanding events of this Church 
period are of course the death of Christ, on 
which everything is based, and the coming into 
the world of the Holy Spirit. Ten days previous 
to the descent of the Holy Spirit the Lord had 
ascended. Thus the present age is marked by 
two amazing facts: the one is that there is a Man 
in heaven, a real Man, on the very throne of God; 
the other is that God is on earth—the Holy Spirit. 
A Man in heaven to sympathize with us, to plead 
for us, who in all points was tried like as we are, 
that He might be a merciful and faithful High 
Priest. And God the Holy Spirit on earth, to 
guard us and to guide us, to enlighten us and to 
empower us, to teach us and to lead us, to be all 
that we need every moment of every day. He 
is the indwelling and in-working and out-work
ing Power, at the disposal of every believer in 
Christ. How wondrous! 

Both the sheaf and the two wave loaves are 
spoken of in Lev. 23 as "fruitfruits." The one 
speaks of Christ as risen from the dead, the other 
speaks of God's people. There were two loaves, 
but only one sheaf. The two loaves present the 
two great groups that compose the Church of 
God—Jews and Gentiles. You remember that in 
Ephesians 2 we read that we (Gentiles) who 
were at one time far off were made nigh by the 
blood of Christ, for Christ "is our peace, who 
hath made both (Jew and Gentile) one, and hath 
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broken down the middle wall of partition . . . for 
to make in Himself of twain one new man, so 
making peace; and that He might reconcile both 
unto God in one body by the cross, having slain 
the enmity thereby." Thus the two loaves of 
Lev. 23 speak of Jew and Gentile saved by God's 
grace, united together in one Body through the 
death of Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
They are spoken of as "firstfruits," for the 
Church of God is indeed the firstfruits of the pre
cious work of Christ. They are called in Heb. 
12:23 the Church of the firstborn ones; and in 
James 1:18 a "kind of firstfruits of His crea
tures." They are the firstfruits, and therefore 
not all the harvest. There will be a great harv
est of souls after the Church is complete and 
caught up to glory. Then His earthly people 
Israel will be saved, and the gospel of the king
dom will be preached to all the nations of the 
earth; and Jews and heathen will be harvested 
in the great sweeping revivals of the tribulation 
days. He must be glorified on earth as well as 
in heaven. 

The Church here in Lev. 23 is presented under 
the figure of two loaves. We have already men
tioned that the Lord Himself was presented as 
a "sheaf." A sheaf has no preparation, but 
loaves have. Loaves pass through a painful and 
fiery process ere they become such, and dur
ing the centuries the Church of God has passed 
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and still is passing through tribulation and per
secution. How many of God's people have passed 
into His presence from the awful agonies of 
martyrdom! They are truly loaves who have 
known the grinding and pounding and baking. 
Often we wonder why God permits His people to 
suffer so, but we shall know in that day. In 
fact, we get an inkling of it here when we are 
told that "this light affliction worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 

The loaves were to be baken with leaven, while 
the Passover was to be eaten with unleavened 
bread. The unleavened bread typifies Christ, and 
of course in Him is no sin, nor ever was. He 
is the eternal Son of God, holy and pure, who 
did, had, and knew no sin. But the loaves speak 
of ourselves as Christians, and we do have sin 
in us, as we have mentioned somewhat in detail 
when speaking of the "leaven." Sin has not been 
taken out of the believer; God has seen fit to 
leave it there as long as we are in this world. 
But while there was still leaven in these loaves, 
it was no longer operating. It had passed through 
the fire, for the loaves were baked. There is still 
sin in the believer, but that sin has been judged 
for us in the death of Christ, and should prac
tically be rendered inactive in us by being con
stantly exposed to the fire of self-judgment. It 
is thus that we are to present ourselves to Him, 
for His praise and service. The apostle suggests 
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this when he says in Gal. 2 :20 : "I am crucified 
with Christ . . . and the life that I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God 
who loved me and gave Himself for me." It is 
marvelous to think that in this body, where sin 
still dwells, I may yet live a life which may 
glorify God. This can only be when sin is judged 
as in His presence. 

In connection with the offering of the sheaf of 
firstfruits there was neither leaven nor a sin 
offering. Here we find both. The Christian can 
only be acceptable to God as his sin is met by the 
ever-availing sacrifice of Christ for sin. But 
Christ Himself had no sin in Him, and therefore 
in His case there was no need of a sin offering; 
so it is left out at the offering of the firstfruits 
sheaf. It is beautiful to notice these perfec
tions in God's marvelous Word. Each discovery 
of such intimate beauties lifts our souls to Him in 
adoring praise. 

But while there is a sin offering, in connection 
with the loaves there is no trespass offering, and 
here again we find infinite perfection of thought. 
The trespass offering presents the work of Christ 
in meeting our sins (what we had done as sin
ners), as the sin offering meets what we are. 
Thus there is no trespass offering, for when the 
Church was formed at Pentecost, all those 
present were believers and believers only, whose 
sins were already put away; and therefore a 
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trespass offering would have been out of place. 
The question of his sins is never raised again for 
a believer once he has come to Christ. 

There is a burnt offering, meal offering, drink 
offering and peace offering. Yes, all the value 
of the blessed Person and work of Christ is 
brought forward here. It is all the portion of 
the Church of God, and the reminder of it ever 
draws forth the praise which is His by right. 

A blessed truth that is not brought out in 
this Feast of Weeks as recorded in the Old Testa
ment, so far as I am aware, is that the forma
tion of the Jew and the Gentile into one Body, the 
Church, was to take place at the time, and be
cause of the descent of the Holy Spirit. This is 
such a distinctly New Testament truth that it is 
left out here in Lev. 23. But we know from the 
New Testament that the great event of the Holy 
Spirit coming into this world took place on the 
Day of Pentecost. The Spirit came to indwell 
the Church as a whole and to indwell each in
dividual believer. On the day of Pentecost the 
believers were united by the Holy Spirit into one 
Body, according to 1 Cor. 12:13. This was called 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist 
referred to it when he said (Matt. 3 : 11) that the 
Lord Jesus would baptize with the Holy Ghost; 
so does our Lord Himself in Acts 1:5. I believe 
that this is the only occasion in the Bible where 
the term "baptize" is used in connection with the 
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Spirit of God. In 1 Cor. 12:13 there is no refer
ence to an individual believer being added to the 
Body of Christ at the time of conversion. It is 
quite evident that members cannot be "added" to 
a body. All members are in a human body at the 
very moment of its birth. But 1 Cor. 12:13 
refers to the fact that on the day of Pentecost 
the Holy Spirit formed all believers (who hith
erto were isolated units only) into one mys
tical Body or organism, the Church. Then of 
course He came to indwell each individual be
liever, but that is not called a baptism. Baptism 
is an external act, while the indwelling of the 
Spirit in our bodies is an internal reality, sug
gested in 1 Cor. 12:13, where we read that we 
also have been made to drink into one Spirit. 
The coming of the Holy Spirit thus serves the 
twofold purpose of forming the believers into the 
divine unity of the one Body, and of indwelling 
each believer, empowering him for a life of holi
ness and service. 

It remains but to challenge ourselves as to how 
much we really let the Spirit have His way in us. 
Once the disciples were told to wait for the 
Spirit; now, as it were, the Spirit is waiting for 
us. It is often with us as with the widow in 2 
Kings 4, who had a pot of oil in the house, but 
was not using it. The power was waiting there; 
ready to be poured out. So we have a pot of oil. 
We have an earthen vessel, indwelt by the mighty 
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Spirit of God. But, alas, we do not use Him, or 
rather, we do not allow Him to use us. As has 
so often been said, all believers have the Holy 
Spirit, but the Holy Spirit does not have all of us. 
Oh, the tremendous possibilities of a life yielded 
to God! May our hearts be stirred to realize this 
more! Do you and I have Him daily as a Resi
dent only, or as our President? Is He a guest, 
rather shabbily treated often, or is He the Host? 
Think of it, dear fellow-believer, the living God 
is living in us. What place do we give Him? We 
are told in Eph. 5:18 to be filled with the Spirit. 
One cannot help but be struck by the fact that 
wherever it mentions anything about being filled 
with the Spirit, the very next thing one reads is 
that such believers "spake." If we do not often 
speak of Christ, it is because we are not filled 
with His Spirit. "Out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh." And are we not filled 
with the Spirit? He wants to fill us, if we would 
let Him. I remember hearing a brother give the 
following illustration to show how one can be 
filled with the Spirit. He had an empty glass on 
the desk, and asked the audience whether the 
glass was empty. Some replied that it was, but 
he told them it was filled with air; and while it 
is impossible to take the air out, it was easy to 
force it out by filling the glass with water. The 
point of the demonstration was that if the Spirit 
of God fills us, then all other things will be forced 
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out. However, I believe that this is not a good 
illustration. For, you see, you and I are not filled 
with air. It would not do to fill a glass with 
water, if that glass contained rubbish, dirt, etc. 
The water would not force such things out. Those 
need to be taken out first. The Holy Spirit of 
God will not fill a believer, when evil things are 
harbored in the heart. So while in Eph. 5:18 
we read the exhortation to be filled with the 
Spirit, the previous verses of that same chapter 
show us that unclean things are to be taken out 
ere such filling can take place. Those verses tell 
us to turn away from fornication, covetousness 
and all uncleanness; to avoid filthiness, foolish 
talking and jesting; to have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness. Only as the 
unclean things are put out in earnest judgment 
of self and our ways will the Holy Spirit fill us; 
but we may be sure that then He will do so. And 
when the Spirit fills us then we shall not be living 
unto ourselves, but unto Him who died for us. 
As one man said: "He and his wife get on splen
didly together, for they both did what she liked." 
I will get on too as a believer when I do what He 
wishes me to do. It is God that worketh in us 
both to will and to do of His good pleasure. 

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the one 
thing that distinguishes the believer completely 
from others. The believer is not only told how 
to live but the power to live dwells within. Thus 
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He can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens him. Therefore this Feast of Weeks 
—Pentecost—strikes a note of joy. According to 
Deut. 26:11 they were to rejoice in that feast. 
In connection with the Passover, joy was not 
mentioned. What is said there is that they were 
to keep that appointment with unleavened bread, 
called in Deut. 16: 3 "the bread of affliction." 
There the prominent thought was the memory of 
the awful suffering Christ endured for us, and 
the memory of our sin that required such a costly 
sacrifice. There is deep solemnity in the remem
brance of what it cost Him to redeem us; and 
our God has never taken the price tag off His 
gift, He wants us ever to recall the cost of Cal
vary. But oh, at Pentecost joy is prominent. 
The coming of the Spirit of God brings all the 
truth concerning Christ our Lord home to our 
hearts and fills them with joy and peace. 

Because all Christ has done for us and is to us, 
is now brought to our hearts by the Spirit of God, 
we bring a "freewill" offering (Deut. 16:10). 
There is no freewill offering at the Passover 
celebration. That was not a question of freewill 
offering. There was a bitter necessity for the 
cross; it could not be avoided, it must be. Our 
Lord reminds us of that when in the Garden of 
Gethsemane He bowed under the very anticipa
tion of what was to come to Him. " 0 My 
Father," He said, "if it be possible, let this cup 
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pass from Me; nevertheless not as I will, but as 
Thou wilt." There was no other way; that offer
ing must be brought. But here it is a freewill 
offering. You do not have to bring an offering 
to God as a tribute of praise. You may be a Chris
tian, and not bring Him anything as a thank offer
ing. It is a matter of free will. But ah, if you 
are truly His, you will want to bring Him some
thing of your own free will! In fact, as we sing 
so often: 

"Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands our soul, our life, our all." 

Oh, the happy privilege of bringing Him, not 
something, but everything! To give Him, ac
cording as the Lord thy God hath blessed thee 
(Deut. 16:10), a free will offering! You are not 
forced to do it, except as the love of Christ con
strains you. 

"Thy life was given for me! 
Thy precious blood was shed, 

That I might ransomed be, 
And quickened from the dead: 

Thy life, Thy life, was given for me; 
What have I given for Thee?" 

Then, after the Lord had gotten His portion, 
they themselves were to eat of all the good things 
He had so liberally provided for them. They 
were to feed on the corn and wine and oil, and 
on the firstlings of their herds and their flocks 
(Deut. 14:23). Give God His portion and there 
will be plenty left for us. Withholding more 
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than is meet tendeth to poverty, but the liberal 
soul shall be made fat. Those who came from a 
long distance were to turn their gifts into money, 
and then spend that on "whatsoever their soul 
lusted after," for oxen, sheep, or wine, or for 
strong drink. Even so today, dear believer. You 
and I may spend what God has blessed us with on 
whatever we crave. What does your soul lust 
after? The things of this world? The fleeting 
pleasures of this life, on the sins which mark this 
age? If so, spend all you have on those things, 
but you will be sorry in that day. But, praise 
God, our souls do not "lust" after those things. 
We long to know Him better and serve Him more 
faithfully. We long to make Him known to others 
that they might be saved as well. And that being 
the case spend your money, your time, your tal
ents on those things. Buy (for it costs much to 
live for Christ), buy oxen and sheep, typifying 
Christ in His precious death. Buy wine and 
strong drink, speaking of the joys of His sal
vation, of the exhilarating thrill of His wondrous 
love and of His excellencies. Spend it for what
soever thy soul desireth; only see to it that thy 
soul desireth Him. Be able to say with the sweet 
singer in Israel: "One thing have I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to 
behold the beauty of the Lord and to enquire in 
His temple" (Ps. 27 :4 ) . 
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And in conclusion, they were not only to feast 
themselves, but the Levite, the stranger, the 
orphan and the widow also were to come, to eat 
and to be satisfied (Deut. 14:29). One of the 
beauteous fruits of the grace of God is that it 
ever leads us to think of "others." The Lord's 
work is to be remembered, as suggested by the 
Levite. It is rather interesting to note in Scrip
ture that the Lord's servants, the Levites, were 
to be provided for even better than the congre
gation itself. One tenth of the income of the 
eleven tribes was to be given to the Levites, leav
ing the tribes nine-tenths, and giving the Levites 
eleven-tenths. However, the Levites were also to 
give one-tenth of their income, which left them 
nine and nine-tenths of their income; while each 
of the other tribes only had nine-tenths. Thus 
the Levites had nine-tenths of a tenth more 
income than the other eleven tribes. Add to this 
the fact that the tribe of Levi was only about 
half the size of the other tribes, and then it ap
pears that their income was more than double 
that of any of the other tribes. This indicates 
that in God's purpose His work was to receive a 
major share, and that the more our hearts have 
been touched by His grace, the more will we be 
ready to contribute towards His service of reach
ing sinners and ministering to His saints. It has 
been said that if under the law a Jew was to give 
one-tenth of his income, under grace to give less 
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would be a disgrace. The stranger (the unsaved 
ones in our midst), the orphans, and the widows 
were not to be forgotten. All these things, which 
the children of Israel were ordered to do, we 
should now gladly render as the natural outflow 
of the spiritual life within us. The love of God 
has been shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost, and should flow forth in rivers of living 
water to others. Truly the Feast of Weeks has 
become a season of great rejoicing to the saints 
of God. The Holy Spirit has come to make all 
the things of Christ real to us, and effective 
through us, to the glory of His grace. 



THE FEAST OF TRUMPETS 
"And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying: Speak unto 

the children of Israel, saying: In the seventh month, in 
the first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a 
memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation. 
Ye shall do no servile work therein; but ye shall offer 
an offering made by fire unto the Lord" (Lev. 23: 23-25). 

BETWEEN the Feast of Weeks, answering 
to Pentecost, and the Feast of Trumpets, 
there is a long interval. There are many 

passages in the Old Testament showing that this 
blowing of trumpets refers to the calling back 
of the nation of Israel to their own land in a day 
still future. A sample passage is Isa. 27 :13 : 
"And it shall come to pass in that day that the 
great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall 
come which were ready to perish in the land of 
Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, 
and shall worship the Lord in the holy mount at 
Jerusalem." This is the same period of time to 
which our Lord refers in Matt. 24: 30, 31 when 
He says: "And then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of Man in heaven; and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory. And He shall send His 
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together His elect from the four 
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winds, from one end of heaven to the other." If 
then this Feast of Trumpets speaks of the in
gathering of Israel to their own land (at the 
close of the great tribulation, see Matt. 24:29), 
then the long interval between the Feast of 
Weeks, Pentecost, and this Feast of Trumpets 
refers to the whole present Church age, from 
Calvary to the Lord's coming again. And this 
is undoubtedly so. The Feast of Firstfruits was 
always to be celebrated on the Sunday after the 
Passover. But the Passover did not come on the 
same day of the week every year, for it always 
fell on the fourteenth day of the month. One 
year it would therefore fall on Sunday, another 
on Monday, etc. But the Feast of Firstfruits 
always fell on the same day, the day after the 
sabbath. Therefore the period of time between 
Pentecost and the Feast of Trumpets was of un
certain length each year. Because of this it is an 
accurate type of the present Church age, for we 
do not know just how long it is. It is not given 
to us to know the times and the seasons, as our 
Lord told the disciples. We are to look, not for 
signs, but for Him. 

While the Feast of Trumpets and the two ap
pointments that followed directly apply to Israel, 
yet they have an application for us as well; and 
we are not robbing them by appropriating the 
various truths suggested in these three feasts. 
We learn from the New Testament that not only 
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is Israel waiting for the sound of the trumpet to 
call them home to their own land, but so are we. 
Not only is Christ coming back to them to set up 
His millennial reign, but He is coming for us, His 
Church, to take us up to be with Him forever. 
Among the New Testament passages that speak of 
this we quote the familiar words of 1 Thess.4:16,17. 
"For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first; then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord." The same truth is 
expressed in Rev. 4 : 1 where we are told that 
John heard a voice as it were of a trumpet talk
ing with him, saying, "Come up hither." We 
as the Church of God await the sounding of the 
trumpet. A trumpet suggests distance between 
speaker and hearers, and also that the message 
is for a company of people; for when we speak 
to individuals, we speak by word of mouth. The 
trumpet is used in army life, to convey the needed 
commands to the whole army corps. So our 
Lord, during His absence from us, speaks to us 
by means of a trumpet, or rather, through two 
trumpets. It has been noticed that Num. 10: 
1-10 speaks of two silver trumpets made out of 
one piece of silver, by means of which God spoke 
to Israel all during their wilderness journey. So 
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He speaks to us through His Word, of which the 
two trumpets are a type. The Old and the New 
Testaments, made of one piece of silver, as it 
were, both proclaim the same message of re
demption, of which the silver is typical. All 
during our Christian life we hear those trumpets, 
specially in relation to our spiritual warfare as 
the hosts of the Lord, united under one great 
Commander-in-Chief, the Lord Himself. Some
times the notes call for, making camp and rest; 
sometimes to be on the alert, to wake up, to 
march, to prepare for battle, etc. But always 
those notes call for immediate obedience. We 
are saved by His grace, praise His name, but grace 
does not abrogate obedience, nay, it demands it. 
Our entire surrender to Him is demanded on the 
ground of redemption. Listen to 1 Cor. 6:20: 
"For ye are bought with a price; therefore glorify 
God in your body and in your spirit, which are 
God's." And again in 2 Cor. 5 :15 : "He died 
for all, that they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto Him which died 
for them and rose again." The priests were to 
blow with the trumpets, and so God still speaks 
today through His own people, who are to be 
royal priests, to show forth the praises of Him 
who has called us out of darkness into His own 
marvelous light. A bugler must not be a bungler, 
for if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who 
shall prepare himself to the battle? We Chris-
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tians have heard the trumpet call many times; in 
fact, it is blown every day. There is ever the 
clarion call to duty, to walk in obedience, together 
with all the soldiers of Christ. We should know 
how to keep rank. And now, praise God, we are 
waiting for the last call of the trumpet, never to 
hear it anymore after that, for we shall then be 
home, and our marching days will be over. We 
are awaiting the trumpet call to glory. In 1 Cor. 
15:51, 52 we are told: "Behold, I show you a 
mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all 
be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump, for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed." That will be for us the 
last trump. The sweetest note it ever sounds 
will be that one: "Rise up, My love, My fair one, 
and come away." No more trumpet blowing then, 
for we will not be at a distance anymore, but at 
home. We shall hear His own sweet voice then; 
a trumpet no longer. We shall see our Commander 
face to face; and we do hope to hear a word of 
commendation from His lips, saying: "You have 
fought a good fight; henceforth there is laid up 
for you a crown of righteousness." 

All that has been said of us as the Church 
of God was literally true of Israel, and shall yet 
be true. This Feast of Trumpets more particu
larly alludes to that nation. They have heard the 
trumpet calls many times, and they too are wait-
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ing for the last trumpet. They heard it every 
day as they marched through that great and 
howling wilderness. They heard it at Mt. Sinai 
amidst the lightnings and the thunderings 
(Exod. 20:18). They heard the trumpets at 
Jericho as its walls crumbled. They heard those 
three hundred trumpets and saw the Midianites 
melt before the small handful of Gideon's men. 
They heard the trumpet during those years of 
warfare. But at present they are out of their 
land, driven out because of their sin, and God is 
dealing in the meantime with the Gentiles, gath
ering out of them a people for His name. Some 
Jews are turning to the Lord, but as a nation 
they reject Him still. They are cut off now, but 
not permanently. Some day the trumpet will be 
blown, gathering them back to their own country. 
Hundreds of Old Testament passages speak of 
that glorious day. They are waiting for the trum
pet call, and truly it will be a feast when Israel 
shall hear and heed the call of God and be gath
ered back to Palestine, to dwell forever under the 
beneficent sway of their once-rejected Lord, then 
owned and acknowledged by them as their Mes
siah. In Lev. 19:9 the Israelites were told that 
they were not to gather all the gleanings of their 
harvest, but to leave some for the poor. And in 
Deut. 24:20 we read that they were not to beat 
off all the olives, but to leave some for the stran
ger, the orphan, and the widow. But ah, when 
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God gathers His people Israel home in that har
vest day, He will leave none behind. In that day, 
says Isa. 27:12, "The Lord shall beat off from 
the channel of the river unto the stream of Egypt, 
and ye shall be gathered one by one (none left 
behind), 0 ye children of Israel," and they shall 
be brought to "worship the Lord in the holy 
mount at Jerusalem." Thus the Feast of Trum
pets for Israel looks on to the glorious day when 
their wanderings shall be over, and they shall 
dwell in their own land forever more, and none 
shall make them afraid—that glorious day, when 
heaven and earth shall praise the Lord, when sin 
shall be banished and every knee shall bow to 
Him, and every tongue own Him Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. May the trumpet soon 
blow! 



THE DAY OF ATONEMENT 
"And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Also on the 

tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of 
atonement; it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and 
ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by 
fire unto the Lord. And ye shall do no work in that same 
day, for it is a day of atonement, to make an atonement 
for you before the Lord your God. For whatsoever soul 
it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall 
be cut off from among his people. And whatsoever soul 
it be that doeth any work in that same day, the same soul 
will I destroy from among his people. Ye shall do no 
manner of work; it shall be a statute for ever throughout 
your generations in all your dwellings. I t shall be unto 
you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls; in 
the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, 
shall ye celebrate your sabbath" (Lev. 23:26-32). 

E now come to the Day of Atonement 
which followed the Feast of Trumpets, 
itself to be followed immediately by the 

Feast of Tabernacles. These three appointments 
are closely linked together, for they typify the 
calling together of Israel to their own land, as 
seen in the blowing of trumpets; to the Lord's 
coming to Israel when their sins are forgiven 
and they become His redeemed people; this again 
immediately followed by the Feast of Tabernacles, 
which speaks of the ushering in of the millennial 
reign of Christ. It is nice to see that the year 
of Jubilee in Israel began on this Day of Atone
ment (see Lev. 25: 9). Thus the Jubilee began not 
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on the first month of the year, but on the seventh. 
The seventh month then, as it were, is given the 
place of the first month, for this Jubilee is the 
time of the restitution of all things, mentioned in 
Acts 3:21. This takes place on the Day of 
Atonement, for it is when Israel repents of their 
sins and turns to God that they will be restored 
to God as a nation; it is then that the nation will 
be born in a day. A new start was made at the 
Passover when the precious death of Christ 
blotted out all our sins; another new start will 
be for Israel when their sins will be blotted out 
on that occasion when they shall turn to the Lord 
in repentance, the occasion of which this "Day of 
Atonement" speaks. Israel will then be restored 
to their place of national blessing and promi
nence. 

This Day of Atonement presents distinctly Jew
ish truth. We may and shall apply it spiritually 
to ourselves as believers of the present day, but 
its interpretation belongs to Israel. The whole 
sixteenth chapter of Leviticus, which is taken up 
with the various details of that great day, is per
haps the most sublime chapter of our wonderful 
Bible; it should be read in connection with Lev. 23. 
And the whole of the Epistle to the Hebrews is a 
divine commentary on the spiritual teaching of 
Lev. 16 and the Day of Atonement. It is in 
Hebrews that we learn that this annual ritual 
of Lev. 16 speaks of the blessed truth that Christ 
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our Lord, not once a year, but once for all, has 
settled the great question of sin. How magnificent 
are those pregnant words: "For Christ is not 
entered into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for 
us: nor yet that He should offer Himself often, 
as the high priest entereth into the holy place 
every year with blood of others; for then must 
He often have suffered since the foundation of 
the world; but now once in the end of the world 
hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of Himself" (Heb. 9:24-26). 

Let us begin by reminding ourselves that this 
thought of "atonement" is a distinctly Old Testa
ment thought, in relation to the Jewish people. 
It is a word not found in the New Testament. 
It illustrated the death of Christ in putting away 
our sins, but actually atonement did not put 
away sin at all. The noun comes from a word 
meaning to "cover." In the Old Testament days 
sins were covered, but not put away. There is 
evidently a tremendous difference between cover
ing something and removing it. As has sometimes 
been said: "In the Old Testament God covered 
the sins of His people, but when our Lord came, 
they were all uncovered and borne by Him on the 
tree." He bore away our sins forever in the 
precious, all-availing sacrificial death. That an
nual sacrifice of the bullock and the goat on the 
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Day of Atonement was offered so God could go on 
with the people of Israel for another year; and 
they looked on to that day when, as Rom. 3:25 
says, our Lord was to be "set forth as a propiti
ation through faith in His blood, to declare God's 
righteousness for the remission of sins that were 
past (past in all the 4,000 years of Old Testament 
history), through the forbearance of God." 

Let us look now at Lev. 16. We will leave the 
earlier verses of this great chapter for the time 
being and consider the truth unfolded from verse 
15 on. Aaron takes one of the two goats appointed 
for the sin offering (Lev. 16:5) and kills it, 
taking its blood inside the veil, sprinkling it there 
upon the mercy-seat and before the mercy-seat, 
thus making atonement (Lev. 16: 15, 16). This 
illustrates of course what our blessed Lord did 
upon the cross. He died there bearing our sins 
in His own body. Then, having finished that work 
of redemption He rose again, and by His own 
blood (Heb. 9:12) He entered into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. And 
that "us" of course includes all who believe in 
Christ as their Saviour, whether Jew or Gentile. 
Here in Lev. 16 this work of Christ is pictured 
directly in relation to Israel. He died for that 
nation, as Caiaphas intimated. He went into the 
heavenly sanctuary 1,900 years ago; and Lev. 
16:17 assures us that no man could come into 
this tabernacle until the high priest came out 
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again. Then when he came out he was to take 
the living goat and confess over its head all the 
iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their 
transgressions in all their sins. Notice those 
three "all's". And that goat was to bear upon 
him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited 
(Lev. 16: 21, 22). This was to take place after 
Aaron had come out of the holiest of all. But our 
great High Priest, of whom Aaron was a type, 
has not come out of heaven yet, therefore the in
iquities and the transgressions and the sins of the 
nation of Israel have not been carried away as 
yet. Nineteen hundred years ago our blessed 
Lord met all the claims of God against sin, but 
the sins of Israel will not be removed until Christ 
comes out of heaven again. Because they re
jected Him, and because today the veil is on their 
hearts and they are blinded, therefore they re
main in their sin. Remember that He said to 
them: "Ye shall not see Me henceforth until ye 
shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord" (Matt. 23 : 39). As a nation their 
sins are still upon them. It is this we read in 
Heb. 8:10-12: "For this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, saith the Lord: I will put My laws into their 
mind and write them in their hearts, and I will 
be to them a God and they shall be to Me a 
people: and they shall not teach every man his 
neighbor and every man his brother, saying, 
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Know the Lord, for all shall know Me, from the 
least to the greatest." It is not till then, when 
Israel is converted to God, that ver. 12 of this 
chapter will be true of them: "For I will be merci
ful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember no more." In 
other words, Christ as the "live goat" will not 
carry the sins of the nation of Israel away until 
He comes again from heaven in power and glory. 
It is for this that Israel is waiting (even though 
ignorantly). Their hopes are all founded upon 
the coming again of Christ their Messiah. That 
day is indicated in Heb. 9:28: "So Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto 
them that look for Him shall He appear the sec
ond time without sin unto salvation." Then 
Israel shall see Him, as in Rev. 1:7, "Every eye 
shall see Him, and they also that pierced Him, 
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of 
Him." The people on the day of atonement 
waited outside until Aaron came out again. So 
the people of Israel today are waiting outside till 
Christ whom they rejected comes forth once 
more. Then He shall take away their sins. 

The Day of Atonement was to be a sabbath of 
rest to Israel, and they were to afflict their souls, 
and do no work at all (see Lev. 23). They were 
to afflict their souls, because the coming again of 
their Messiah will impress on that nation their 
great sin in rejecting and crucifying Him. The 
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blindness that now lies like a veil upon their 
hearts will be removed and they shall look on 
Him whom they pierced. They will realize then 
their awful guilt in crucifying the Lord of glory. 
The prophet Zechariah describes their exercise 
of soul in that day—their full and complete day 
of atonement. God will pour out upon the house 
of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the spirit of grace and of supplication; and they 
shall look upon Him whom they pierced and they 
shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his 
only son; and shall be in bitterness for Him, as 
one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. In 
that day there shall be a great mourning in Jeru
salem, etc. (chap. 12:9-14). Israel shall then 
truly repent its guilt in refusing Him when He 
offered Himself to them 1,900 years ago, and for 
rejecting Him all through the centuries since; 
and then they shall rest forever in His work and 
in His love. They shall watch, as it were, the 
live goat carrying away their sins forever, never 
to be remembered anymore. What a happy an
ticipation for that poor, persecuted and down
trodden people! 

Now we may note that whatever will be true 
of the nation of Israel on earth in the day to 
come, is already true today for the believer of 
this age, in the spiritual and heavenly realm. 
We are always a lap ahead of Israel. Whereas 
Israel must wait for the Lord Jesus to come back 
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from heaven to put away their sins, we are as
sured that our sins are gone already, the very 
moment we trust Christ by faith as our Saviour. 
In Heb. 8 we are told that it will be in that day 
when God makes a new covenant with Israel and 
with Judah that "their" sins and iniquities will 
be remembered no more. But that blessed fact 
is already a realization for us, for in Heb. 10:18 
we are told that for us there is now "remission 
of sins." While Israel had to wait for the high 
priest to come out of the sanctuary of heaven 
(and they themselves will never be permitted to 
enter there) ; we on the contrary have boldness, 
through our High Priest, to enter into the holiest 
by the blood of Jesus now; and by-and-by shall 
actually enter those holy precincts in reality, 
when we are caught up to glory. We do not have 
to wait till our Lord comes from heaven, but may 
enter that holy presence at any time now, either 
to obtain help in every time of need (Heb. 4 :16) , 
or to bring our sacrifices of praise and worship 
(Heb. 10: 22). For Israel the veil is still unrent, 
but for us it is a rent veil, and we enter through 
Him who is the newly-slain yet living Way. 

Some apply this type of the live goat carrying 
away the sins of the people on the Day of Atone
ment to the judgment-seat of Christ, before which 
the believer will come to stand by-and-by, but I 
believe this is wrong. Such say that all our 
sins will be brought up again and reviewed at 



THE DAY OF ATONEMENT 99 

the judgment-seat of Christ, just as all the sins 
in Lev. 16 were brought out and laid on the head 
of the live goat. But those sins are Israel's sins. 
And they are confessed and borne away then, 
because today Israel as a nation is still in its sins 
and unsaved. Israel shall be saved in that day, 
but is not saved yet. This could not therefore be 
applied to a believer of the present time. Our 
sins are all gone and we are assured by the Word 
that all our sins and iniquities He will remember 
no more. No; I believe that in every detail the 
Church anticipates Israel's blessings. Israel will 
not have their "rest" till Christ comes again, 
while even today we rest in Him by faith (Matt. 
11:28, 29). Israel will afflict their souls when 
they see Him; we do see Him now by faith, and 
so we "afflict" our souls now, that is, we walk 
daily in self-judgment. It answers to what we 
read in 1 Cor. 11: 28-32: "But let a man examine 
himself . . . for this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep. For if we 
would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 
But when we are judged, we are chastened of the 
Lord that we should not be condemned with the 
world." Self-judgment is the same thing as 
"affliction of soul." Thus, as it were, for us the 
Day of Atonement covers the whole day of grace 
in which we live. It covers the blessed fact that 
Christ has met all the claims of God and has put 
away all our sins. It means that we have rest of 
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conscience and we rest in His Word, and that we 
judge ourselves daily, so as to live to His honor 
and praise. For Israel on the other hand, it looks 
onward to the day when the Lord shall return to 
them from heaven, and they shall see Him and 
mourn their guilt in true repentance. Then all 
Israel shall be saved. 

Thus while this Day of Atonement has real 
grief and repentance connected with it, still it is 
truly a feast. For Israel shall become God's 
redeemed people in that day, in the full and com
plete blessedness of that great joy. That is the 
theme of Lev. 16. 

But this same chapter has much to say, in type, 
of the deeper and sweeter blessings reserved for 
the Church. This is not the subject of this little 
book, but I would urge the reader to meditate 
upon the precious, precious truths found in this 
marvelous chapter. You will find yourself richly 
repaid as you wait on Him for help and light. 
I might just mention that ere Aaron takes the 
two goats, he offered up a bullock for himself and 
for his house (Lev. 16:11), the Aaronic priestly 
family, which is a type of the Church of God 
today. Thus we find that Christ and His Church 
are brought before us ere Israel's guilt is met. 
And here it is a bullock and not a goat that is 
offered. The bullock was the most expensive 
offering, suggesting how very precious, as it were, 
His Church is to Him, how great the price He 
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paid to make her His. The primary thought in 
the blood of the bullock is the preciousness of 
Christ Himself; in that of the goat, the value of 
His work. Israel will enjoy some day the bene
fits of the work of Christ upon the cross, but the 
Church alone will know and enjoy the precious
ness of Christ Himself. We shall be His Bride, 
brought intimately into the joy of His love. 
Blessed place indeed which His grace has given 
to us, to be presented to Himself as His loved 
Bride, without spot or wrinkle! It shall be ours 
to lose ourselves in the contemplation of the love
liness of our loving Lord. 



THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES 
"And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto 

the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this 
seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for-seven 
days unto the Lord. On the first day shall be an holy 
convocation; ye shall do no servile work therein. Seven 
days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord; 
on the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you; 
and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord; 
it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work 
therein. These are the feasts of the Lord which ye shall 
proclaim to be holy convocations, to offer an offering made 
by fire unto the Lord, a burnt offering, and a meat offer
ing, a sacrifice, and drink offerings, everything upon his 
day: beside the sabbaths of the Lord, and beside your 
gifts, and beside all your vows, and beside all your free
will offerings, which ye give unto the Lord. Also in the 
fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered 
in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the 
Lord seven days; on the first day shall be a sabbath, and 
on the eighth day shall be a sabbath. And ye shall take 
you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches 
of palm trees and the boughs of thick trees, and willows 
of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before the Lord your 
God seven days. And ye shall keep it a feast unto the 
Lord seven days in the year. It shall be a statute for 
ever in your generations; ye shall celebrate it in the sev
enth month. Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that 
are Israelites born shall dwell in booths: that your gen
erations may know that I made the children of Israel to 
dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt; I am the Lord, your God. And Moses declared 
unto the children of Israel the feasts of the Lord" (Lev. 
23:33-44). 

THE Feast of Tabernacles was called a "sol
emn assembly" (ver. 36), or, as the Revised 
Version gives its meaning, a "closing festi

val." It is the feast that brought all God's pur-

102 



THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES 103 

poses to a close, from the cross of Calvary to the 
gathering of the saints to Himself. For Israel it 
represents the glorious consummation of all their 
hopes and longings. It was a feast very much 
like that of Jubilee, which spoke of the blessings 
of Israel, while the Feast of Tabernacles showed 
forth God's wonderful purposes of grace brought 
to fruition. 

This feast was to be kept after the harvest was 
gathered in; and Deut. 16: 13 shows the ingather
ing of the fruit was twofold—of the corn and of 
the wine. The fruit of the field—the grain—of 
course presents the final harvest day, whether of 
the Church or of Israel, when all believers are 
gathered Home. What a great harvest there will 
be of that little corn of wheat that fell into the 
ground and died (see John 12: 24). Praise God, 
He did not abide alone, but in wondrous grace 
came to earth and died for us. And from the 
sowing of that incorruptible seed, has sprung 
through the ages that tremendous harvest of bil
lions of precious souls, redeemed by blood, to be 
gathered Home in that great day of Harvest. 
Those "grains" will be like the One that was 
sown; at least, the Church will be like Him, body, 
soul and spirit. And Israel will be blessed eter
nally on the earth. It is to this that the "eighth" 
day in Lev. 23: 36 refers. The eighth day is the 
first day of a new week, and looks on to the new 
heavens and the new earth, when our Lord shall 
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dwell with His own eternally in the heavens, and 
shall reign over Israel on the earth. Truly, that 
will be an eternal feast, perfect as to its character 
and eternal as to its duration. But not only was 
the fruit of the field to be gathered at this Feast 
of Tabernacles, but the wine also was to be har
vested. The treading out of the grapes in that 
harvest day speaks to us of the day of vengeance 
when our Lord at His coming to Israel shall tread 
His enemies under His feet. Isaiah mentions that 
time of divine wrath on the Christ-rejecters, 
when He shall gather out of His kingdom all that 
offend and that do iniquity, and shall cast them 
into a furnace of fire, where there shall be weep
ing and gnashing of teeth. Listen to the solemn 
language of Isa. 63: 3 : "I have trodden the wine
press alone, and of the people there was none 
with Me, for I will tread them in Mine anger, and 
trample them in My fury; and their blood shall 
be sprinkled upon My garments, and I will stain 
all My raiment." Both these harvests, of the 
saved and of the lost, in the day of Christ's com
ing, are presented in Rev. 14:14-20. Verses 14 
to 16 show the Lord Jesus reaping the harvest of 
His earthly people, Israel; vers. 17-20, the harvest 
of the wicked, who are cast into the great wine
press of the wrath of God, as described by Isaiah. 
Then when all Israel's enemies shall have been 
judged and destroyed, and they themselves gath
ered into their own land under the beneficent sway 
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of Christ their King, they shall celebrate their 
Feast of Tabernacles, the great millennial day of 
richest blessing. 

That feast was always connected in Israel's his
tory with periods of joy. In Deut. 31:10 we 
read that they had a special celebration "every 
seven years in the solemnity of the year of re
lease, in the Feast of Tabernacles." In that year 
of release all debts were to be cancelled and all 
slaves were to be set free. What a day of re
joicing that would be, a type of the time when 
all sins would be gone and all sinners set free 
forever from the galling yoke of sin! Yet, though 
Israel had been given the Feast of Tabernacles 
as an occasion of rejoicing, we learn that it had 
not been kept by them for many years. Nehemiah 
discloses in chap. 8:17 that from the days of 
Joshua until the days of the captivity of Babylon, 
they had not celebrated this Feast of Tabernacles. 
Even during the glorious days of Solomon's reign 
(the brightest time that the nation had ever 
known) they had not rejoiced In nor celebrated 
it. No wonder! It illustrates that there can be 
no joy, no true joy, except Christ is received and 
welcomed into the human heart. Israel as a 
nation rejected Him, so their joy is still in the 
future. This was very plain during our Lord's 
life on earth. Then they were professedly cele
brating this Feast of Tabernacles, as the seventh 
chapter of John tells us, but alas, the Feast of 
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Jehovah, as it is called in Lev. 23, had degen
erated into the feast of the Jews (John 7 : 2 ) . 
God was not in it at all; it was a hollow mockery, 
for the Lord whose feast it was supposed to be, 
was rejected and ignored by them. They were 
trying to be happy without their Lord. What a 
farce! Even so today men are trying to find 
happiness and joy apart from Christ. It cannot 
be done. And so in the last day, the great day 
of the feast, Jesus stood and cried: "If any man 
thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink" (John 
7:37) . That last day was the eighth day, the 
day that speaks of the eternal, unending joy and 
blessing which God has in store for those who 
come to Christ and drink. Alas, Israel refused 
that loving plea; and as a result they are a people 
scattered and peeled, suffering and humiliated. 
What has your answer been to that gracious in
vitation? Have you, as a weary sin-sick soul, 
heard the call of Christ and come to Him? Come 
to Him, trust Him as your Saviour, and you shall 
know the joy and satisfaction of the pardon of 
all your sins and of the knowledge of Him as your 
Saviour and your Lord. And not only so, but your 
joy will be so real and full that from you will 
flow to others that which your own soul won't be 
able to contain. You shall become a channel of 
living water to thirsty souls around. 

And how good to know, that though Israel has 
rejected Him, yet their Feast of Tabernacles will 
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soon be here. They will first pass through that 
unparalleled time of persecution known as the 
Great Tribulation; and then the Lord will come, 
and they shall then celebrate this feast through
out the Millennium and project it into the eternal 
years ahead. 

They shall dwell in booths made from branches 
of the palm tree and willows, as recorded in Lev. 
23, as well as of branches of olive and myrtle 
trees, as given in Neh. 8: 15. Nehemiah also 
mentions "pine" branches which really reads, 
"trees of oil." Thus the olive speaks of spiritual 
power, the palm, of triumphant victory, and the 
myrtle branches, of joy and gladness. Looking 
back to their deliverance from Egypt and its 
bondage (see Lev. 23:43) they will rejoice for
ever in the joy and power and victory that then 
will be theirs through Christ their Messiah and 
Lord. Lev. 23 also mentions the "willows of the 
brook." What is the willow doing among these 
trees that speak of joy and power and deliver
ance? Ah, they are a memory of the sad and sor
rowful' past. The willows remind them of those 
days when they had hung their harps on the 
willows and the songs of Zion were hushed in a 
strange land. They are "Home" now, and the 
joys of that Home are deeper and more hallowed 
by the ever-present reminder of the sinful and 
hopeless past. It is ever thus with God's people. 
We ourselves today find our deepest joy based on 
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the most awful horror this world has ever had— 
the suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
I heard someone say once that while riding on 
the train he was sitting behind two ladies who 
were having an organ recital. They were having 
a great time rehearsing all the organs that had 
been taken out in various operations. They were 
getting real music out of their experiences by 
looking back to them. Even so shall the rehearsal 
of the dark past of sin and suffering but enhance 
forever the eternal joy of the redeemed, whether 
the saints of God in heaven or on earth. In fact, 
even now we derive our greatest joy from the 
memory of our sin and shame, because sin recalls 
the more exceeding grace that met it. David 
tells us that his sin was ever before him, and 
this made him the sweet singer in Israel. For 
perfect melody we need the bass notes as well as 
the treble; and they form in fact the very founda
tion of music. The seven days of the feast for 
Israel are followed by an eighth day, looking on 
to the eternal state following their millennial 
blessing. 

This brings this series of seven feasts, or 
appointments, to a close. As yet we are only in 
the seventh month. The remaining portion of 
the year is left out, and would suggest that time 
has ceased to be, and has been merged into what 
is really an undefined period, a fit emblem of the 
eternity ahead. Sin came in to mar God's work, 
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but, praise His name, grace has more than re
covered all. Christ's precious death and resur
rection and the coming of the Holy Spirit, pre
sented in the first four feasts, have made pos
sible the blessing of all those who believe in Him. 
Thus the Church and Israel and all saints of all 
ages are being, and will be, completely blessed, 
and grace will triumph. Joy will fill the courts 
of heaven, and will vibrate through the length 
and breadth of earth. All glory to His Name! 
Well may we close with the stirring words uttered 
by a great voice out of heaven saying: "Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 
dwell with them, and they shall be His people, 
and God Himself shall be with them, and be their 
God" (Rev. 21 : 3). Amen and Amen. 
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