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THE LAST CALL TO THE 

GODLY REMNANT 

����HE prophecy of Haggai is one of a group of 
three-Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi-that be

���'11• long to the period following Israel's captiv

�i;,�!I! ity in Babylon. These prophecies contain
the last words of the Lord to His people 

Israel, and they bring the volume of the Old Testament 
Scriptures to an end. A special interest attaches to these 
three prophecies, because they were addressed to a select 
company of Israelites, nc!,mely, to that small "remnant 
of the people" (Haggai 1 : 12, 14) which had come out of 
Babylon, and had returned to the desolate land of Judea, 
and to the ruined and forsaken city Jerusalem. 

I. 

HAGGAI'S MESSAGE. 

To understand and appreciate the message of Haggai 
we must have clearly in mind the special people to whom 
it was sent, and the circumstances in which they were 
found at the time. 

THE FIRST MESSAGE. 

1.-THE PEOPLE To WHOM IT WAS SENT.

The "remnant" to whom the message was given was 
composed of Israelites who were distinguished by special 
devotion to the Lord. It was their devotion to Him, and 
their zeal for His House, that was the cause of their sep
aration from the mass of their brethren who remained 
behind in Babylon. They were, therefore, a choice com
pany of people. They had been separated for a purpose 
of great importance; for the direct line of God's dealings 
was to continue with them to the coming of Christ. 
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The special object for which this remnant was sepa
rated from the Israelites in Babylon was "to build the 
House of the Lord God of Israel" (Ezra 1 : 3). There
fore they were characterized by affection and zeal for 
God's House, and this is a great thing in His sight. Not 
only so, but, in pursuit of that object, they had voluntar
ily turned away from all the magnificence, grandeur and 
luxury of Babylon, where, after a long residence, the 
people of God had become thoroughly domesticated. 
They had faced trials and difficulties in crossing the in
tervening territory, and the result of all their efforts and 
hardships was but to bring them to a desolated land and 
a ruined city. So their devotion and zeal for the Lord's 
interests had been fully proved. There was nothing to 
attract them to that land and to that city except the fact 
that it was God's holy land, and the city which He had 
chosen to put His Name there. 

The object which they set themselves to accomplish 
was of the highest importance. The House of God lay 
in ruins, and to them came the call to rebuild it. This 
was of greater importance than they were aware, for the 
rebuilding was preparatory to the coming of Christ. 
Th( Lord Himself was to come to His temple. Other 
gre,.t events that were happening and were to happen on 
earth were of little moment in comparison with this. 

We see, then, that God's message through Haggai was 
sent to those people upon whom a special responsibility 
had been laid, they being that chosen group or company 
"whose spirit God had raised to go up to build the House 
of the Lord which is at Jerusalem" (Ezra 1 : 5). 

The people, therefore, whom Haggai addressed were a 
company very different in character from those ad
dressed by Jeremiah. The latter's message was rejected 
and derided. It was sent to an apostate generation that 
was ripe for judgment. It fell on hearts that were hard
ened and consciences that were seared ; and it was with
out effect except to increase the condemnation of those 
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who heard it. But the message of Haggai was heeded 
and obeyed. It bore prompt and fruitful results. It 
came to a people who, in spite of all their laxity, had 
nevertheless a heart for the word of their God. 

2.-THE CHARACTER OF THE MESSAGE. 

Therefore it would be a mistake to regard the message 
of Haggai as one of unqualified rebuke, as an expression 
merely of God's displeasure with His people. They had 
indeed become slack and indifferent toward the Lord's 
interests, and as a consequence certain evil conditions had 
developed. They needed, indeed, to be reproved con
cerning their slackness and their neglect of the object for 
which they had come to Jerusalem. But, on the other 
hand, they were a people who could be aroused from 
their indifference, and who would respond to a message 
from the Lord of hosts. So the message is in reality a 
message of encouragement. It was intended to reach 
and to stir responsive hearts, and it fully accomplished 
that purpose. 

Let us, then, carefully note, before looking into the de
tails of Haggai's first message ( for there are five distinct 
messages in this little book), that it was addressed to the 
faith£ ul and devoted remnant of people who were on the 
right ground; that they had come to that ground to ac
complish work of the highest importance to God; and 
that they had come at considerable cost to themselves. 

Let us also note that God's complaint against this 
people was, not that they had turned from Him to serve 
idols as their forefathers had done, but that they had be
come negligent of His interests, had ceased work on His 
House, and that their "ways" did not correspond with the 
position they had taken up. Special attention should be 
given to these two characteristics of the people to whom 
the message of Haggai was sent; first, that they were in 
the right place according to the mind of God ; and, sec
ond, that their "ways" did not correspond with their po-
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sition. From these circumstances we may gather that 
the message of Haggai has a special application to Chris
tians who occupy the outside place with respect to re
ligious denominations. 

Manifestly those saints who are in the right place have 
a special responsibility with regard to the testimony of 
God. To them, and to them only, can the Lord look for 
the carrying forward of His preordained work in con
nection with His House; though saints who linger in 
religious systems of men may enjoy a measure of indi
vidual blessing. The House of God can only be built in 
the appointed place. Hence the line of the progress of 
God's testimony followed that remnant which came out 
of Babylon. It became wholly and permanently discon
nected from those who remained behind. Only to such 
of His people as were on the right ground could the Lord 
send the message committed to Haggai. He could not 
thus address the many Israelites who were yet in Baby
lon. The book of Esther shows how He yet watched 
over them and protected them. But He had no direct 
dealings with them as a people, and in that book His 
Name is not even mentioned - a very significant fact. 
There is no "Thus saith the Lord," no "Consider your 
ways" in the book of Esther. The appropriate message 
for the people of God who remain in Babylon is, "Come 
out of her, My people." 

But here in Judea there was a remnant that had come 
out of Babylon, and at considerable sacrifice. They had 
faced great d�ngers, encountered great difficulties, and 
endured great trials, all with the highest and best object 
in view - the rebuilding of the House of the Lord. 
Those were the people upon whom rested the responsi
bility for the carrying out of God's purpose at that time, 
and without 'them it could not advance. 

On consulting the book of Ezra we find that the num
ber of those who separated themselves from Babylon and 
returned to Jerusalem was small, less than fifty thousand 
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in all. But they have been given prominent and honour
able mention in the Word of God (see Ezra 2); and the 
number was sufficient, for God was with them. As de
clared by the companion prophecy of Zechariah, the con
templated work was to be accomplished "not by might, 
nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord" (Zech. 
4: 6). Moreover, they were at first a united people, be
sides being in the right place, for we read that "the 
people gathered themselves together AS ONE MAN TO 
JERUSALEM" (Ezra 3: 1). Furthermore, we find that 
on reaching Jerusalem they promptly "builded the altar 
of the God of Israel" (v. 2). That is to say, they made 
the proper provision for the worship of God as appointed 
by Him for that dispensation. And more than that, 
"They offered burnt offerings thereon unto the Lord, 
even burnt offerings morning and evening" ( v. 3) . 

Surely it was a great thing that the little remnant of 
Israel were enabled to achieve, in re-establishing, in the 
appointed place, the worship of the living God. 

And, further, we read that in the second year of their 
coming to Jerusalem certain of them "began . . . to set 
forward the work of the House of the LoRD," and "the 
builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lo RD"

(Ezra 3: 8, 10) "And all the people shouted with a great 
shout when they praised the Lord, because the founda
tion of the House .of' the Lord was laid" ( v. 11). That 
also was a deeply important work, which God accom
plished through the instrumentality of His faithful 
remnant. 

But at this point the "adversaries" interfered, and they 
even succeeded in bringing the work to a standstill for 
considerable time. We read that "The people of the 
land weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and 
troubled them in building, and hired counsellors against 
them to frustrate their purpose" ( chap. 4: 4, S). "The 
people of the land" are the tools of Satan, who never 
stands idly by when a work is being done for God, and 



8 The Last Call to the Godly Remnant 

who never lacks instruments for his purpos�s. In the 
companion prophecy of Zechariah we are given a view of 
Satan standing before the angel of the Lord to resist 
Joshua, who at the time was taking a leading part with 
Zerubbabel, the prince of the house of David, in carrying 
forward the work of the Lord. 

Various measures were taken by the "advers'aries" to 
inter£ ere with the progress of the work. Appeal was 
made to the civil authorities, the purposes of the builders 
were misrepresented, and wrong motives were falsely 
imputed to them. It is not an unusual experience of 
those who attempt anything in the work of the Lord, 
that evil motives are imputed to them. 

The oppositions raised by the people of the land were 
successful in causing the work of the Lord's House to 
cease when the building had not proceeded further than 
the laying of the foundation. Scripture records the fact 
in these words : "Then ceased the work of the House of 
God which is at Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second 
year of Darius, king of Persia" (Ezra 4: 24). This 
cessation of the work was for a long period, namely, 
from the second year of Cyrus to the second year of 
Darius II., and it appears from Ezra 4: ·6, 7, that between 
the reign of Cyrus and that of Darius occurred the reign
of Ahasuerus or Artaxerxes. So the cessation of the 
work was for a protracted time. 

Then the Lord acted by sending His messengers, 
Haggai and Zechariah, who "prophesied unto the Jews 
that were in Jerusalem in the Name of the God of Israel" 
(Ezra 5: 1). The effect of their messages was that 
Joshua and Zerubbabel arose "and began to build the 
House of God which is at Jerusalem: and with them 
were the prophets of God helping them" (Ezra 5: 2). 

We see that the prophecy of Haggai fits in just at the 
end of the fourth chapter of Ezra, for the date of Hag
gai's first message is given with precision, "In the second 
year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first 
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day of the month, came the word of the Lord by Haggai 
unto Zerubbabel, . . . and unto Joshua, . . . the high 
priest, saying--." 

3.-ANALYSIS OF THE CONTENTS OF 

FmST MESSAGE. 

The first message of Haggai is the most important one, 
and to it chiefly we wish to direct the attention of the 
people of God. The fallowing is a brief analysis of its 
contents. 

1. A DECLARATION by the Lord of what He saw in the
hearts of His people. 

2. AN EXPOSURE of the insincerity of the pretext
which they gave for their indifference towards the com
pletion of the House of God. 

3. A SHORT AND SHARP ADMONITION: "Consider your
ways." 

4. A VIVID DESCRIPTION of their material state, which 
was characterized by dearth, unproductiveness, and fail
ure in all their undertakings and labours. 

5. AN EXPLANATION of the reason for their distress
ful condition. "Because of Mine House that is waste." 

6. Goo's REQUIREMENT. "Go up to the mountain,
and bring wood, and build the House." 

7. THE PROMISED RESULT of obedience. "I will take
pleasure in it, and I will be glorified." 

It is of importance that we should notice what was in 
the hearts of the people during the long period in which 
the work of the Lord's House was interrupted. No 
doubt at first there was grief and much exercise of heart 
on the part of the people, because of the cessation of that 
work which was the real and only reason for their return 
to Jerusalem. How could the Lord's servants who were 
on that ground, and who knew what His purpose was, be 
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happy when they saw that purpose frustrated? Who but 
the adversaries of God could take pleasure in such a state 
of things? But, as time passed, the people gradually be
gan to accept the situation; and presently they settled 
down to the com£ ortable view that, after all, it was not 
the time to go on with the work of building the House; 
that evidently it was not the Lord's will to have the build
ing proceed just then; and that they might well afford to 
wait until conditions should become more favourable. 

From this incident we may learn how easy it is, even 
for those who have at one time manifested true zeal for 
the Lor.d's work, to become discouraged because of dif
ficulties, to withdraw from the work, and then to quiet 
their consciences by attributing their inaction to the 
Lord's will. The remnant acted in this manner as if the 
hindrances had come from the Lord instead of from the 
"adversaries." Let us then take warning from this plain 
lesson. The voice that counsels us to desist from the re
building of the Lord's House comes not from on high. 
There was just one work which the remnant of Israel 
had been called out of Babylon to do, and God's favour 
could not rest upon them so long as that work was being 
neglected. The Lord's word to His remnant was not to 
the effect that He was pleased with them because they 
had separated from Babylon. He did not send His mes
sengers to commend them because of the fact that they 
were in the correct place. · He did not say, "Because you 
are on the right ground, and are no longer in association 
with the religious corruptions of Babylon, I am well sat
isfied with you, and you may dwell in contentment with 
yourself." No! On the contrary, His message to them 
was, "CONSIDER YOUR WAYS."

Let us, there£ ore, beware of indulging the vain idea 
that simply because we are in the scriptural position 
ecclesiastically, it is well with us, and the Lord takes 
pleasure in us. The fact that we are on the right ground 
makes it all the more necessary for us to "consider our 

•
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ways." Disorders which attract little attention in the 
wrong place become very conspicuous indeed when they 
are manifested upon God's ground. A city set upon a 
hill cannot be hid, and such is the position of those who 
take the place outside of human religious systems, for 
the purpose of bearing a testimony to the living God. 
The question, then, of supreme importance for those to 
whom responsibility is entrusted is: WHAT IS THE CON

DITION OF THE HousE OF Gon? Is it in such a state 
that He can dwell in it and take pleasure in it? Or does 
it lie "waste"? 

The indifference of the remnant to the condition of the 
Lord's House led to something worse. They gave them
selves up to looking after their own houses. Their own 
temporal welfare and com£ orts became the all-absorbing 
object of their thought and efforts, though we may be 
sure that the altar was maintained and that worship pro
ceeded with regularity. It must ever be thus. If the 
saints of God become indifferent to His work and to the 
buiiding of His House, their hearts will find other inter
ests and other occupations in the things of this world, 
though the Lord's Table be not neglected, and -though 
Gospel meetings and Bible readings, with occasional con
ferences, be maintained regularly. And is it not often 
the case now that, in proportion as the House of God is 
neglected, the houses of His people manifest the results 
of careful attention to details that· make for creature 
com£ ort, with, alas ! too often touches of luxury and 
Babylonish adornment? Is not this the case sometimes 
with those who are prominent in the meetings, and who 
are habitually saying, "Yes, the House of God, which is 
the Church of the Living God, is in ruins?" If this be 
the state of things, shall not God see it? And shall He 
not expect more from us, in view of our greater privi
leges, than of the feeble remnant which came out of 
Babylon? 



II. 

GOD'S DEALINGS WITH HIS REMNANT. 

HE state of the remnant of Israel being such 
as we have shown, the Lord began to deal 
with them with a view to awakening them 
from their torpor, and stirring them up to 
resume work upon His House. Particular 

attention should be given to the dealings of the Lord with 
His remnant preparatory to the message of Haggai. And 
it should be noted that, while those dealings were char
acterized by severity, the object was not so much to 
punish the people for their neglect as to arouse them to 
persevering and fruitful activity. 

1.-A SEASON OF DEARTH AND UNPRO

DUCTIVENESS. 

In the first place, God afflicted them with a season of 
dearth and unproductiveness. Where they looked for 
much it came to little, and moreover, as the Lord said to 
them afterwards, "When ye brought it home I did blow 
upon it" (Haggai 1: 8). The Lord Himself brought all 
their miseries upon them. The details of this visitation 
have been recorded for our benefit. Let us carefully 
examine them. 

1. "YE HAVE SOWN MUCH, AND BRING IN LITTLE."

There was, evidently, no lack of effort or industry on 
the part of these people. They sowed much. They 
laboured hard in the cultivation of the fields. The seed 
was good, and they sowed it plentifully. But the result 
was little. How foolish and vain for men to leave God 
out of their calculations! On man's side every detail 
may be carefully attended to, everything may be done 
that is necessary to secure the desired result, and yet, 
without God it will utterly fail. 

Have we not often witnessed the spiritual counterpart 
of this? Do we not see in many quarters great activity 
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in preaching, much diligence in sowing the seed of Gospel 
truth, tremendous efforts at times to put forth in great 
"campaigns" for the salvation of sinners, and yet with 
the most disappointing results? Do we wish to know the 
cause of this? The prophecy of Haggai will clearly en
lighten us. The reason lies in the neglect of God's House. 

2. "YE EAT, BUT HAVE· NOT ENOUGH."

What a distressing condition for the people of God to
be in, and what a reproach to them ! They should be well 
fed and well nourished in every way. Bu� the spiritual 
significance is what concerns us. In our day, if ever in 
the history of the Church, the saints of God should be 
well fed, "nourished up in the words of faith and of 
good doctrine" ( 1 Tim. 4 : 6). Never has there been so 
much effort put forth to supply the people of God with 
spiritual food, and food of good quality. Books, pam
phlets, leaflets, tracts, periodicals, conferences, meetings, 
Bible readings have been multiplied to an amazing ex
tent. And what is the result of it all? Will any one say 
that the saints exhibit the spiritual growth, health, and 
vigour that could be expecte.9- from this great and mul
tifarious output of spiritual food? On the contrary, do 
we not see everywhere the signs of malnutrition? Is not 
the cry heard on every hand, "My leanness ! my lean
ness?" And how is it with those who are "on the right 
ground," and to whom the choicest of spiritual food is 
setved? Is it better with them than with others? Ap
parently not. This is indeed a serious condition of 
things. But, God be thanked, His Word gives us the 
explanation, and also points us to the remedy. These 
evils have come upon us for the purpose of awakening 
an interest in God's House. 

3. "YE DRINK, BUT YE ARE NOT FILLED WITH DRINK."

There is no lack of water to drink. "The river of God
is full of water" (Psa. 65: 9). But the saints are not 
"filled." Drink stands for satisfaction, and it is plainly 
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a condition of our times that, notwithstanding all the 
drinking at the fountains of living water, few, if any, 
are really satisfied. Water, again, is a type of the Spirit, 
and we are bidden to "be filled with the Spirit" ( Eph. 
S : 8) ; but, while there are many Christians who seek 
the waters, and who drink, those who are "filled" are 
hard to find. For some reason the drinking does not 
produce its proper result. 

4. "YE CLOTHE YOU, BUT THERE IS NONE WARM."

Suitable clothing has been provided for the saints.
There are garments of righeousness, garments of praise, 
garments of salvation. The saints know all about the 
heavenly garments that are appropriate for those who by 
grace have become partakers of the heavenly calling. 
They have heard the command, "Be clothed with humil
ity" ( 1 Peter S : S), that garb so suitable to those who are 
strangers and pilgrims here. But in spite of all this there 
is none warm. Coldness is a feature of these days. 
Chilliness is in the atmosphere. Frigidity is the norma� 
condition. The temperature of the meetings is low. "Ye 
clothe you, but there is none warm." It might be added 
that the demand for heavenly raiment is not what it 
should be. Men seem to think that our part is merely 
to admire and discuss the pattern and materials of the 
heavenly garments, not to be clad in them. As in materi
al things, so in spiritual things, Babylon sets the fashion; 
and even saints who are on the right ground are not be
yond the reach of Babylonish example and influence. 

5. "AND HE THAT EARNETH WAGES, EARNETH WAGES
TO PUT IT INTO A BAG WITH HOLES." In other words, 
if one succeeded, in a time of such stress, in earning 
wages, it slipped away from him without procuring for 
him any benefit. 

To guide us in the spiritual application of this, we 
would recall the words of the Lord Jesus : "He that 
reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life 
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eternal" (John 4: 36). We would also recall His ad
vice: "Provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a 
treasure in the heavens that f aileth not" ( Luke 12 : 3). 

So this last item in the description of the miserable 
state of God's remnant raises for us the exceedingly im
portant question of the existing provision for the care 
of young converts. What have we to put them into? 
Have we provided ourselves with bags which wax not 
old? Or have we nothing better than "a bag with holes?" 
Can we keep our wages when we earn any? Or do they 
dribble away? 

To put the question plainly: What is the condition of 
the meetings? Are conditions there what they ought to 
be? Or are they such that we can only hope that the 
new converts will not discover the real state of things? 
Are the members walking individually in godly separa
tion from the world, and dwelling together in unity, with 
all lowliness and meekness, seeking each one the other's 
good, in honour pref erring one another? Is all bitter
ness and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speak
ing, put away from among us; and are we kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another? Do we 
realize that, viewing the local assembly as the "bag" into 
which the reaper's wages are to be put, every departure 
from the pattern given for the modelling of our behav
iour is a hole in the bag, and may be the cause of loss? 

When we consider the conditions prevailing at this 
time among those saints who are on the right ecclesias
tical ground; who of us that has been charged with re
sponsibility for instruction of young believers in the 
essentials of Church truth, has not dreaded the inevitable 
moment when these newly converted souls must discover 
the lamentable declension from the Scripture ideal, on 
the part of those who took up the "outside position" for 
the express purpose of setting up the testimony of the 
House of God in its appointed place? 
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Can we wonder that there is not more result from our 
Gospel efforts and other spiritual activities? Will God 
allow us to earn generous wages so long as we have only 
a bag with holes in which to receive them? 

Thus, without further entering into details, we can 
clearly see that the five items which describe the condi
tion of the remnant of Israel during the period of their 
neglect of the House of God, are found to correspond 
with marvellous accuracy to the condition of that rem
nant of God's people in our day, who withdrew from all 
denominational connections for the purpose of setting up 
the testimony of God in the right place. 

Let us carefully note the fact, before passing on, that 
it was God HIMSELF Who caused the exertions of His 
people to be barren of results, and Who brought them to 
the impoverished state which He has recorded in Haggai 
and Zechariah. It was the Lord Himself Who "called 
for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, 
and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the 
oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and 
upon men and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the 
hands." It was by the Lord that the heaven was stayed 
from aew ( which represents the blessing of God) and 
the earth was stayed from her fruit. One may plant, 
and another may water, but upon God the result depends. 
It is He that giveth the increase, and it is He that also 
withholdeth when it seemeth to Him good. We are very 
short-sighted. We delight to have the hall crowded, and 
to see sinners under conviction of sin and inquiring the 
way of salvation. Man looketh on the outward appear
ance. But there are other times and conditions in which 
it is more for the furtherance of the Lord's purposes to 
"call for a drought upon the land," and to render our 
best efforts comparatively unproductive. 

And when such a visitation is inflicted upon us, what 
does the Lord call upon us to do? Does He bid us re
double our efforts, put forth greater energies, sow more, 
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eat more, drink more, wrap ourselves in more clothing? 
No! He says, "CONSIDER YOUR WAYS." The dearth is 
sent, not for punishment, but to arouse us, and as a call 
to the work of the Lord's House. · There is a definite 
object to be gained by it. Our attention must be directed 
to a specific thing, in regard to which the will of God's 
people must be brought into accord with His own will. 
Their energies must be directed into the channel of His 
purposes. And until that be accomplished all their best 
activities will bear but the meagerest results. 

2.-PEACE TAKEN AWAY. 

God's preparatory dealings with His remnant before 
sending His prophets to them took a form described by 
Zechariah. In addition to making their exertions barren, 
God brought another evil, to which we should give special 
attention. In one of the messages delivered by Zechariah 
the Lord said : 

"For before those days"-referring to the period of 
dearth which we have been considering-"there was no 
hire for man, nor any hire for beasts ;"-this wquld be 
called in our day a period of non-employment or business 
depression - "neither was there any peace to him that 
went out or came in because of the affliction : for I SET 
ALL MEN EVERY ONE AGAINST HIS NEIGHBOUR" ( Zech. 
8: 10). 

From this we learn that another prominent feature of 
"the affliction" of God's remnant was that peace was 
taken away, and that the remnant was distressed by 
strifes, divisions, and antagonisms. This condition pre
sented a sad contrast to the time when, inspired by a 
common and a holy purpose, this remnant had "gathered 
themselves together as one man to Jerusalem," when 
with one accord they "builded the altar of the God of 
Israel, . . . and set the altar upon his bases;" and when 
the leaders began, and with them "all they that were 
come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem" and "appointed 
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the Levites, from the twenty years old and upwards, to 
set forward the work of the House of the Lord" (Ezra 
3: 1, 2, 3, 8). 

The important point here is that the divisions and 
strifes which arose among the remnant were permitted 
by the Lord Himself; and that they were designed to 
serve His purpose, namely, to bring His people to the 
place of repentance of their neglect of His work, and of 
judgment of their own ways. 

And what could they do to remedy those grievous an
tagonisms? How utterly vain all their efforts would have 
been to establish peace and to restore harmony and con
cord! Discussions, entreaties, overtures, arguments, con
£ erences, and especially all attempts of one party to fas ten 
the blame on another, would have been fruitless meas
ures. For there was but one road out of their grievous 
condition, and that was to "consider their ways," to rise 
up from their state of inaction and indifference, and to 
apply themselves with purpose of heart to the matter of 
supreme importance, namely, the rebuilding of the House 
of God. Antagonisms must disappear when those who 
formerly were at enmity apply themselves with zeal and 
energy to a common undertaking. 

It needs only this distressing and shameful feature of 
enmity and divisions in the remnant of Israel to com
plete the remarkable likeness between their condition and 
those of the remnant of God's people in our day who are 
on the ground of separation from the sects and denom
inations of Christendom. 

We would ask then: Have we not ample and solid 
grounds for believing that the Lord is dealing with His 
separated people today in precisely the same manner as 
He dealt in the days of Haggai with the remnant of Is
rael? May we not gather assuredly that the book of 
Haggai was written in a special sense for the situation 
that confronts us today? If so, the lesson to us is plain, 
and our course is clear. 



III. 

GOD'S COMl\iIAND TO THE REMNANT. 

AVING considered the explanation which 
the Lord gave to His remnant in Jerusalem 
in order that they might know the reason for 
His severe dealings with them, let us now 
give attention to the things He required of 

them. His commands were few and simple. 

1.-"CONSIDER YOUR WAYS." 

The first was, "Consider your ways." These words, 
twice repeated, called upon them to examine and judge 
their past doings and experiences. Self-judgment is re
quired as a preliminary to an advance in the ways of the 
Lord. We must purge ourselves of the old ways before 
we can apply our hearts to the new. The lessons of our 
past experiences, and of the Lord's chastising because of 
our evil doings, must be impressed upon our hearts. 
They should not be lightly passed over. We must gain 
instruction thereby. 

The change from a state of being under discipline into 
that of enjoying the unclouded favour of God must not 
be taken as if it were a mere change of the weather. 
Wherefore let us deeply ponder our ways, judging and 
purging ourselves from everything which is not in keep
ing with our heavenly calling and position. 

2.-"Go UP To THE MouNTAIN." 

The second command was a call to the long neglected 
work: "Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and 
build the House." This puts before us the great fact 
that God's House is ever the object of supreme interest 
to Him in the world. 
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It also puts before us the great fact of the responsibil
ity of God's people in connection with the building of His 
House. This is a fact which the Scriptures make very 
prominent. The first mention of God's dwelling-place 
on earth is found in the song of the redeemed people 
Israel after the crossing of the Red Sea, "He is my God, 
and I will prepare Him an habitation" (Exod. 15: 2). 
And the Lord Himself puts the responsibility upon His 
people for the building of His House, though strictly 
commanding that they make it in all respects according 
to the pattern given by Himself : "And let them make 
Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. Accord
ing to all that I show thee, after the pattern of the taber
nacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, 
even so shall ye make it" (Exod. 25: 8, 9). This prin
ciple applies to the dwelling-place of God in this age, as 
appears from Ephesians 4, to which we shall presently 
refer. 

Zeal for the House of God 

is a great thing in God's eyes. This was what character
ized David. He expained his liberality in providing for 
building the House by saying, "Because I have set my 
affection to the House of my God" ( 1 Chron. 29 : 3). 
It was the "one thing" he desired, and set himself to 
"seek after" (Psa. 27: 4). And the utmost limit of the 
desire of his heart was expressed in the words, "And I 
will dwell in the House of the Lord for ever" (Psa. 23: 
6). He could add nothing to that. 

So it was written beforehand of David's "greater 
Son," "The zeal of Thine House hath eaten me up" 
( Psa. 69: 9). This zeal was manifested by the Lord 
Jesus in connection with the temple at Jerusalem, which 
was desecrated by the presence of traders and money 
changers (John 2: 14-17). If such were the regard 
which the Lord paid to the earthly temple of stone and 
wood, which was soon to be set aside by Him, and even-
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tually to be destroyed, how much greater is the regard 
that should be paid to that "SPIRITUAL HOUSE" ( 1 Peter 
2: 5) which is builded in this age "for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit?" (Eph. 2: 20-22). Therefore, 
may the Lord's people diligently seek of Him a true and 
fervent zeal for His House. This is perhaps the most 
urgent need of the day. The people of God are acting 
as those who have no definite object before their eyes. 
There is still a praiseworthy effort on the part of some 
servants of Christ to keep up the interest of His people 
in the hope and prospect of His coming. And that is 
well. But of what avail will it be if there is a complete 
neglect of that work which may need to be done before 
the Lord can come? For let it be remembered that the 
temple of Jerusalem had to be built before the first com
ing of Christ. To point this out is not to interpose 
something between the present hour and the true hope 
of the Church. On the contrary, a true expectation of 
the Lord's coming should stimulate interest in everything 
that can be done to hasten it. And it can be confidently 
asserted that, if there be any work which must be ac
complished on earth before the Lord comes, that work 
is the building up and putting in order of His House. 
The analogy of Old Testament history points to this, and 
the teaching of the New Testament confirms it. 

Yet it would seem as if the majority of the saints were 
unaware even of the existence of God's House. It has 
been almost lost sight of in the general confusion and the 
many divisions. For the building up of God's House 
calls for the work of a united people on the site of the 
House. As a well-known writer said recently in a brief 
article on "Affection for the House of God:" "But let 
men speak and act as they may, the House of God is still 
upon earth." And again, "The centre of God's earthly 
interest today is His spiritual house." These are true 
sayings. But what is the condition of that which is the 
centre of God's earthly interest? Does it not "lie waste?" 
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And have we not been culpably apathetic and indifferent 
to the reproach of this state of God's House? If so, it 
behooves us to consider our ways, to repent of them, and 
to give heed to the command of the Lord: "Go up to the 
mountain, and bring wood, and build the House." 

We must 

"Go up to the Mountain." 

The materials for building God's spiritual house must 
come from on high. No earthly materials may be built 
into that spiritual house. Babel was built of clay and 
slime found in the plain. The material suited to that 
building lay at hand. But the materials for God's House 
must be sought on the mountain. 

And going up calls for exertion. The material is not 
to be procured without effort. There are heights to be 
scaled and obstacles to be overcome. So this is a work 
for men of courage and enterprise, men not easily 
daunted or dismayed. It is for men having the courage 
and energy of faith. The remnant at Jerusalem had 
given proof of their devotion and energy in coming out 
of Babylon. Therefore to them the Lord made His 
appeal for volunteers in this great work. And where 
shall He look for willing labourers today if not among 
those who are on the ground where the buiding must be 
reared? 



IV. 

THE PRESENT APPLICATION OF 

THE MESSAGE . 

. LTHOUGH we have already indicated in a 
,,. ....... ,,""', general way the present application of Hag-

gai's first message ( and indeed the applica
'"""""'""" tion is obvious), it seems desirable, never-

��rs theless, to make a more definite and detailed 
statement with reference thereto. 

A Notable M ovemen,t. 

It is a matter of history ("Church History" in the 
truest sense) that, about eighty or ninety years ago, a 
notable movement took place among the people of God. 
A considerable number of persons, conspicuous for 
piety, and who had both devotion to the Word of God 
and a deep spiritual. understanding thereof, were moved 
to withdraw from religious denominations and systems 
of men, and to meet in the Name of Christ alone, that is, 
simply as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, and as 
members by grace of "the Church which is His Body" 
( Col. 1 : 24). The pattern to which thaf remnant sought 
to con£ orm is the Divine one given in the Acts and in the 
Epistles of Paul. 

The long stretch of many centuries during which the 
true apostolic pattern of the assembly of God had dis
appeared from view on earth, corresponds to the period 
during which the Israelites were in captivity and the 
temple at Jerusalem lay in ruins. Consequently the 
movement of the remnant referred to ( who came to be 
known as "Brethren"), corresponds to the return of the 
remnant of Israel from Babylon; and the labours of the 
£ armer to restore the pattern of the Church as it was at 
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the beginning, answers to the labours of the Israelitish 
remnant to rebuild the temple at Jerusalem. 

The withdrawal of the "Brethren" from the sects of 
Christendom was at considerable cost to themselves, en
tailing sacrifice and reproach. They were opposed and 
n1isrepresented. This is the counterpart of what at first 
happened to the remnant of Israel. But the Lord was 
with them. 

Worship in Spirit and in Truth. 

One of the first things to which this company of saints 
addressed themselves was the worship of 

1
God in Spirit 

and in truth. Having come to see clearly that there was 
now no "place of worship" on earth, even as the Lord 
had said, "Neither in this mountain nor yet at Jerusalem" 
(John 4: 21), but that true worship is now where the 
Great High Priest is gone, "within the veil," they sought 
to worship God where Christ is, entering by the "new 
and living way which He hath consecrated for us" in the 
heavenly Sanctuary above (Heb. 6: 19). Thus they 
(spiritually) "builded the altar of the God of Israel." 

The Person and Work of Olvrist. 

Another thing that marked the "Brethren" was the 
soundness of their views and the clearness of their testi
mony concerning THE PERSON and the WORK of THE 
LoRD JESUS CHRIST. Bearing in mind the Scripture, 
"Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 3: 11), we find here what 
answers to the laying of the foundation of the temple at 
Jerusalem. In a solid and substantial manner the 
"Brethren" by their preaching and teaching, set forth the 
only true Foundation-the Divine Person and Finished 
Work of the Son of God. Thus they did foundation 
work in the midst of sects and denominations, many of 
which were departing from every Christian doctrine, and 
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in some of which even the foundations of the faith were 
being destroyed. 

Moreover, there was unity of heart and mind in those 
days, according to what we read in Ezra: "The people 
gathered themselves together as one man to Jerusalem." 

Some are still living who were acquainted with men 
pr01ninent in that movement, and have knowledge of 
conditions that prevailed in the early days. These testify 
that there was no dearth, no unproductive labour in the 
Gospel, and no "leanness" then ! 

But a period of slackness set in. Leaders arose, gifted 
and able men, some advocating and others opposing cer
tain views, and soon the original zeal for the Lord's 
House was supplanted by partisan zeal for the views of 
one particular leader as against those of another. This 
partisanship was mistakenly thought to be a zeal for 
truth and for the honour of the Lord, and so divisions 
arose, which, so far from being healed, have increased ·to 
this day. There is no need to trace the unhappy course 
of events from the first division to the present time. All 
we need to recall is that progress in the building of the 
House of God was arrested, and that all the lamentable 
conditions recorded in the book of Haggai have been 
conspicuously manifest. Such is the present state of 
things; and this is clearly recognized by those who are 
conversant with the situation. Indeed, it is commonly 
heard from the lips of leading "Brethren" that 

"The Church is in Ruins." 

We have heard this statement in different forms again 
and again. It seems to have become a well settled and 
generally accepted view of the situation. We hear it 
declared from the plat£ orm, and meet the assertion also 
in books, pamphlets, and periodicals, that the Church is 
in ruins, that the corporate testim·ony is wrecked, and 
that little remains for us but a path of individual faith-
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f ulness. Thus, as in the days of Haggai, the situation is 
accepted as if it were irr�mediable, and as if nothing 
else were to be expected or hoped for. This is virtually 
to say, "The time is not come, the time that the Lord's 
House should be built." And indeed it is virtually to 
say that the time never is to come that the Lord's House 
should be built. 

Manifestly the thought has taken firm hold of God's 
people that nothing other than a ruined condition of the 
Church is to be expected until the Lord comes. But is 
this the Lord's view of the matter according to the Scrip
tures? Has His dwelling-place on earth ceased to be a 
matter of supreme interest to Him? Has He become 
"discouraged," and abandoned His House to ruin? We 
know of no reason for so thinking, but quite the reverse. 
We would not interpose anything between the present 
nioment and the expectation of the Lord's coming; but 
we feel that we have the support of the Scriptures in 
saying that the work of the Lord's House is the appro
priate occupation of His people during all the period of 
their waiting for Him. In no other way can we use to 
so good purpose the intervening time, be it long or short. 

NOTE :-It would be foreign to our purpose to review the 
causes and "questions" that gave rise to divisions among "Breth
ren." For our present concern is with conditions as they actu
ally exist, and with the Lord's remedy therefor. It may be well, 
however, to state that the first division ( which set the example 
for all the others) was occasioned by certain unscriptural views 
which were promulgated in one of the assemblies by an able 
expositor of the Bible, and which gave great offense to many 
saints, while captivating others. The scriptural way of dealing 
with such an evil is to cleave to the assembly, and, with the 
Lord's help and authority, to purge out what is wrong. To split 
the assembly was not only contrary to Scripture, but it also made 
shipwreck of that very testimony concerning the House of God 
for which the "Brethren" had become responsible. 



V. 

THE HABITATION OF GOD. 

fi;i?:;i�;;;1HE "House of God" in our day, which 
answers to the temple at Jerusalem in the 
former dispensation, is "the Church of the 
living God" ( 1 Tim. 3: 15). The apostle 
Paul wrote to the saints at Corinth, saying, 

"YE are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people" (2 Cor. 6: 16). 
Other Scriptures to the same effect are familiar to all 
who are likely to take an interest in this present writing. 

Not a Material Building. 

God has not given to His House in this dispensation 
the form of a material temple, or that of a great religious 
organization. The forms of worship familiar to us in 
the various religious denominations are patterned more 
or less after the worship of Solomon's temple. The 
Church of God, however, does not resemble the temple in 
its material features. The correspondence between them 
is that between type and antitype. If all the Christians 
on earth were in one of the existing denominations, and 
if all who are not Christians were excluded from it, that 
would not make such organization the House of God. 
Believers are indeed the living stones of which God's 
House is composed. But stones do not form a house 
unless they are in the right relations with the foundation 
and with each other. This requires that the saints should 
be living in obedience to the commandments of the Lord, 
and that their several relationships with fell ow-saints, 
with members of their own households, and with the 
people of the world, should be according to the pattern 
given in the Word of God. 
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Life comprises certain relationships. No man liveth 
to himself alone. Everything that he does affects others. 
There is no telling how far the influence of an act or of a 
word may extend. The life of the individual human be
ing is largely made up of influences which he is con
sciously or unconsciously exerting upon others, and of 
similar influences which others are exerting upon him. 
When one turns to the Lord Jesus Christ, owning him
self a sinner in need of a divine Saviour, he begins at 
once to exert an influence upon others to do the like. So 
long as a man holds back from Christ he influences others 
to do the like. In the world men shape their lives, and 
employ their abilities in such manner as to procure for 
themselves, individually, the greatest amount of worldly 
good, wealth, position, etc. And so far from such man
ner of life being censured, those who succeed in their 
aims are honoured and flattered. Such is the pattern of 
life copied by the people of the world, and by all who 
are "conformed to this world." They live "unto them
selves." 

A S pvritual House. 

But God has given to His people a radically different 
pattern for their earthly lives. He teaches them that 
each one is a member of one Body, whose Head is 
Christ; and that the chief rule for them is to seek, not 
the good of self, but that of the Body. They are to take 
up and conform themselves to an entirely new pattern of 
life, one that is not of earth but of Heaven. They are to 
live no longer "unto themselves, but unto Him Who died 
for them and rose again" (2 Cor. S: 15). Concisely 
stated, the principle of the life of men of this world is to 
seek the individual good at the expense of others. The 
Christian is to act on the reverse principle, and to seek 
the good of others at the expense of himself. 

The pattern upon which the saints are to model their 
lives is found in the commandments of the Lord Jesus 
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Christ and in the Church Epistles. Especially might we 
expect to find in the Epistle to the Ephesians, whereof 
the Body of Christ, the Building of God, is the central 
theme, a full and clear delineation of that heavenly pat
tern. That was the pattern shown to the apostle Paul 
"on the mount;" and he not only taught it faithfully to 
others, but he lived it himself, as appears by several 
Scriptures, such as the following: "For this cause I have 
sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and 
faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remem
brance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every
where in every church" ( 1 Cor. 4: 17). 

Let us endeavor, therefore, to learn in what way we 
may perform the work of edifying the House of God. 



VI. 

THE EDIFYING OF THE BODY 

OF CHRIST. 

"Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and 
build the house." 

!f .. ��ii.'J5ili��rfw
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HE responsibility of the saints for the build
ing up of the body of Christ is stated in the 
fourth chapter of Ephesians. We read in 
verse 7 that grace is given to each one of us, 
according to the measure of the gift of 

Christ. The grace thus "given" is for a special purpose, 
and we should take care that we "receive not the grace 
of God in vain." Let it be noted then, that, not to a 
few only, but to "everyone of us" is a "measure" of 
grace given. 

In this connection the apostle cites the words of Psalm 
68: 18: "Where£ ore He saith, when He ascended up on 
high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men." 
The purpose for which those gifts are bestowed is fully 
disclosed in succeeding verses of Ephesians; and a con
cise statement is found in the Psalm itself, namely, "that 
the Lord God might dwell among them." Here is the 
grand object that God has in view in the bestowal of gifts 
to His redeemed people-that He Himself might dwell 
among them! 

The principal gifts are named: "And He gave some 
apostles, some prophets, and some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers." But the work of the building 
calls for the labour of all the saints, for in verse 16 it is 
declared that the whole Body, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of every part, maketh increase 
of the Body unto the edifying of itself in love. Putting 
verses 7 and 16 together we learn that grace is given to 
every one of us according to the measure of the gift of 
Christ, and that the building up of the Body is according 
to the effectual working in the measure of every part. 
In other words, each part must work, and it must work 
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effectually ( to good purpose), according to the ability 
measured out to it. 

This gives us the general instructions that we are to 
follow ; but we need also instruction in the details of our 
conduct, and this is given in the last three chapters of 
Ephesians. Those chapters contain clear and concise 
commandments, covering much ground, and relating to 
the several relationships in which the life of the Chris
tian is involved, namely : relations with fellow-saints, 
relations with members of his own family, and relations 
with those "that are without." 

It is greatly to be regretted that, while the first half of 
Ephesians has received much attention from our "ten 
thousand instructors in Christ," the last three have re
ceived so very little. Yet in those neglected chapters is 
to be found the instruction which the saints chiefly need. 

The content of the Scriptures may be classified under 
two heads, namely: First, Truth to be believed. Second, 
Commandments to be obeyed. The contents of chapters 
1, 2, 3 of Ephesians falls mainly under the first head. 
That of chapters 4, 5, 6 falls mainly under the second. 
It is clear, moreover, that the truth contained in the first 
half of the Epistle is revealed, not merely to satisfy our 
desire for information concerning the eternal purpose of 
God, but chiefly to the end that the commandments of 
the last half might claim the willing obedience of our 
hearts. God makes known to us the riches of His grace, 
displayed in the wondrous position wherein He has 
placed us ( "in the heavenly places in Christ"), to the 
end that we should live on earth in a manner correspond
ing to our heavenly position. This is the force of the 
word "there£ ore" in Ephesians 4: 1. "I THEREFORE"

that is to say, because of God's previously hidden but 
now revealed purpose for you who once were sinners of 
the Gentiles, having no hope and without God in the 
world- "I therefore ... beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called." 
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If, consequently, the revelation of this wonderful call
ing of God does not have the effect of producing in those 
who receive it the desired "walk," it is received in vain; 
and we would recall the words of the same apostle in 
writing to the Corinthians, to whom he says: "We, then, 
as workers together with Him, beseech you also that ye 
receive not the grace of God in vain" (2 Cor. 6: 1). Yet 
it must be admitted that, in the teaching which has been 
imparted to the saints, great prominence has been given 
to the wondrous union between Christ and His members, 
while but little attention, comparatively, has been paid 
to the behaviour in the various relationships of life 
which God requires in view of that union. It seems as 
if, according to the idea of many teachers, the essential 
thing were for the saints to have correct views of "the 
truth of the One Body" as set forth in Ephesians, or to 
"understand Ephesian truth" as we have heard it ex
pressed. Whereas, the important truth for the saints, 
as taught in this portion of God's Word-"the truth as 
in J esus"-is the putting off of the old man, and the put
ting on of the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and holiness of truth (Eph. 4: 22). 

It is the special blessedness of the Epistle to the Ephe
sians that it takes the saints up to the heights of glory, 
and shows them the Christ of God, Who was crucified 
on earth, seated there at the right hand of God, far above 
all principality and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but in 
that which is to come; and that it shows them also their 
own place in association with Him, as quickened together 
with Christ, and· raised up together, and seated together 
in heavenly places in Christ. That great truth is often 
brought to the attention of the saints. And this is well. 
But how often are they taught that the very purpose for 
which God has revealed to them their heavenly position 
in Christ, is that their walk down here may be made to 
correspond with it? Let us by all means comfort our 
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hearts with the truth that we are seated together in 
heavenly places in Christ, but let us also pay heed to the 
fact that the prominent word in Ephesians is not "sit" 
but "walk." When we "go up to the mountain" it should 
be not merely to view the glorious prospect, and to de
light ourselves with visions and foretastes of coming 
glory, but it should be to "bring wood and build the 
House!" 

Christ our Lord has ascended up on high, and God has 
given Him to be Head over all things to the Church. In 
Him is stored "all fullness," and from Him the whole 
Body receives the materials that are essential to its 
growth ( see Col. 2: 19). Therefore, we must go up to 
Him for the grace that is needed for the daily work and 
the daily "walk." As we have said, to "go up" calls for 
steady exertion, for persistent effort, for courage and de
termination to surmount all obstacles. A Throne of 
Grace has been established, but we must "come to" it in 
order to find the grace we need day by day. And not 
only must we put forth the effort required in going up to 
the mountain, but we must bring down thence materials 
for building the house. We must not only learn the 
ways of Christ, so as to be able to describe them and 
give Bible readings about them, but we must exhibit them 
in all our intercourse with others. Thus do we prepare 
a habitation for our God. 

The opening words of Ephesians 4 will serve to illus
trate the ent!re lesson. We call particular attention to 
these words because of their great importance. 

We should note especially the force of the word 
"therefore," which connects the exhortations that follow 
with the wondrous revelation that precedes, showing that 
the purpose for which the revelation is given is to serve 
as a basis for the exhortations. The word "there£ ore" 
connects the exhortation directly with the disclosure of 
chapter 2, concerning the position of believing Gentiles 
in "the household of God," and in the building which is 
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being erected "for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit." Let the fact sink deeply into our hearts that the 
revelation of what God has done for us "to the praise of 
the glory of His grace" will have been given to us in vain 
if it does not serve to change our ways, and to control 
our "walk" in the various life-relationships which God 
has created for us. It is in those life-relationships that 
we shall find the "good works which God has before or
dained that we should walk in them." 

The apostle "therefore" beseeches those who were 
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world unto 
sonship to God the Father, that they "walk worthy of the 
calling" wherewith they are called. The manner of walk 
that is worthy of their calling is clearly taught in the 
words "with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffer
ing, forbearing one another in love." The saints are thus 
besought to be on earth as the Lord Himself was. The 
only description He gave of His own character is found 
in the words, "I am meek and lowly in heart." If w� 
then are seated in the heavenlies in Christ:, we should 
walk in earth as He walked. "He that saith he abideth 
in Him, ought himself also so to walk even as He 
walked" ( 1 John 2: 6). 

We often hear the phrase: "Endeavouring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." But the words 
which immediately precede, and which state the only con
ditions in which it is possible to keep the unity of the 
Spirit, are frequently ignored in dealing 'Yith that sub
ject. Only by walking "with all lowliness and meekness, 
with longsuffering, for bearing one another in love," can 
we endeavour with any success to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 

LovE, then, is the medium in which the Body grows 
into an .holy temple in the Lord; and love is as necessary 
to the growth of the Body as light is to the growth of 
plants. The characteristic action of love is that it "builds 
up" ( 1 Cor. 8: 1). Therefore, the apostle prays that 
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the saints may be "rooted and grounded in love." More
over, gifts are bestowed for the work of the ministry in 
order that we be no more infants, carried about by winds 
of doctrine, but holding the truth in love, may grow up 
into Him in all things, who is the Head, even Christ. 
And then we read of the Body making increase "unto 
the edifying of itself in love."* 

1.-CHURCH RELATIONSHIPS. 

From verse 17 to the end of chapter 4 we have specific 
commandments concerning our relations with our fellow
saints, and this section also embraces verses 1 and 2 of 
chapter 5. "Be ye therefore imitators of God as beloved 
children. And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, 
and hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweet smelling savour." The love of Christ 
in sacrificing Himself for us is to be the pattern of our 
love for His saints. In His own words: "As I have 
loved you, that ye ALSO love one another" (John 13 : 34). 

By keeping these commandments we prepare an habita
tion suitable for God, who IS love; even as the Lord 
Jesus, after having given His new commandment, said, 
"That ye love one another, as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another," said further: "If a man love Me, 
he will keep My words; and My Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him and MAKE OUR ABODE WITH 
HIM" (John 14: 23). Thus love is the essential char
acteristic of the abiding place of God, as is seen also in 
the words of the Lord, "If ye keep My commandments 
ye shall ABIDE IN MY LOVE; even as I have kept My 
Father's commandments, and ABIDE IN His LOVE" (John 
15: 10). 

This important section of the epistle, which deals with 
the assembly-life of God's saints, gives prominence to the 

*We suppose every reader to be aware that "edify'' and "build
up" are synonymous. 
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character of our verbal communications one to another, 
and stress is laid on speaking truth. "Speak every man 
truth with his neighbor; for we are members one of an
other." This means (as we understand) not merely that 
we should be truthful in our statements, avoiding de
ception and falsehood, but that we should seek to impart 
truth when we speak one to another. As we lay hold of 
"truth" through the Word of truth and Spirit of truth, 
we should endeavour to communicate the same to others. 
For by truth we are built up. There is opportunity for, 
and need of, much building up of this sort. All evil com
munications between saints are destructive. They tear 
down instead of building up. And all communications 
of a light, frivolous, and jesting character, or that have 
to do with mere worldly or with trivial things, are un
profitable and wasteful of time and strength. 

This passage links itself directly with Zechariah 8: 16, 
17: "These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye 
every man TRUTH to his neighbor; execute the judgment 
of TRUTH and PEACE in your gates ; and let none of y0u 
imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbor ; and 
love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, 
saith the Lord." 

Verses 21-24 show what it is to be "taught" by Christ. 
In the general usage of our day the word "teaching" 
means the imparting of information; but according to 
Scripture, "teaching'' is that which 

Moulds the Oonduot 

of the saints rather than that which fills their heads. One 
may have thoroughly orthodox views as to the truth, and 
yet be utterly untaught in the truth. To have "learned 
Christ" is to have been taught to observe all things what
soever 1-Ie has commanded (Matt. 28: 20). That which 
is "contrary to sound doctrine" is not unorthodox views 
only, but also bad behaviour ( 1 Tim. 1 :9, 10). It would 
be well for the saints to reconsider their whole view con-
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cerning "doctrine11 or "teaching," giving heed to the fact, 
easily verified by the Scripture, that in nearly all cases 
that word has reference to behaviour, not to opinions 
or beliefs. 

So here, in Ephesians 4, we find that to be "taught" by 
Him as truth is in Jesus means "that ye put off concern
ing the former conversation ( i. e., behaviour or manner 
of life) THE OLD MAN, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts ; and BE RENEWED IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUR 
MIND; and that ye put on THE NEW MAN, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holiness" ( lit.

holiness of truth). To "put off the old man" is to lay 
aside the old habits and ways of life, such as character
ize the unrenewed human being; and to "put on the new 
man" is to assume the ways which characterized Christ 
in His walk here below. The words "created in right
eousness and -holiness of truth," connect this passage 
with chapter 2: 10: "Created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God has before prepared that we should 
WALK in them." Those "good works" are given in de
tail in chapters 4-6. They are the little acts of our com
mon, everyday lives, and are to be found all along our 
pathway. Those little acts, connected together in a long 
sequence like beads on a string, constitute our "walk," 
that is to say, our life-history. A long "walk" is com
posed of a number of short steps. 

2.-PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY. 

In Ephesians S the saints are reminded that they are 
the "children of light" ( comp. John 12: 35, 36), and are 
commanded to walk as such. In this connection com
mandments are given as to personal purity, the avoidance 
of covetousness, foolish talking and jesting, etc. Such 
things characterize those who are of the darkness. But 
"the fruit of the LIGHT" ( such is the reading of verse 9 
in the American R. v. and in the critical texts) is seen "in 
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all goodness and righteousness and truth." The true 
character of the "things which are done in secret" is 
made manifest by the light. For just as it is the essential 
characteristic of love to "build up," it is the essential 
characteristic of light to "make manifest." 

The saints are in a sphere of light; whereas all the 
world around lies in darkness without being aware of it. 
The present age is called by God "this darkness" (Eph. 
6: 12, R. v.), whereas to men it is an "enlightened age," 
for men compass themselves about with sparks, and walk 
in the light of their fire, and in the sparks which they 
have kindled ( Isa. SO : 11) . This age is, according to 
God, "the night" ( Rom. 13 : 12; 1 Thess. S : S), the time 
when men sleep, and hence the time of the devil's activ
ities, as foretold by the Lord in His prophetic parables 
(Matt. 13: 25). 

Hence we have most appropriately in this connection 
the stirring exhortation : "Awake thou that steepest, and 
arise from among the dead, and Christ shall shine upon 
thee" ( Eph. S : 14, R. v.). Manifestly there is danger lest 
the children of the light and of the day should be asleep, 
that is to say, should be oblivious to what is going on, and 
ignorant of the true condition of things around them, and 
in that respect should be like those who belong to the 
darkness, and are "dead" in trespasses and sins. The 
light is of no use to the sleeper, and the sleeper is of no 
use to his fellows. The sleeper cannot "walk" according 
to the divine pattern. He must first "awake," that is to 
say, he must be aroused to consciousness of himself, of 
his surroundings, of his relationships, of his responsi
bilities. Then he must "arise" in the energy of the 
Spirit who quickens the saints-"the Spirit is life,"-and 
Christ will shine upon him. Then he must "walk cir
cumspectly," not as a foolish man, but as wise, "redeem
ing the time," that is to say, buying up or making use of 
every opportunity presented to him for building up the 
body of Christ, "because the days are evil." 
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The danger lest the saints. should be 

Asleep at a Critical Time 

is evidently a very real and very grave danger, for the 
exhortations to watchfulness are many and urgent. Par
ticularly is it to be noticed that the warning against 
sleeping is found in direct connection with the apostolic 
teaching concerning our walk in relation with fellow
saints and with others, and in connection with our con-. 
flict against the powers of darkness. Thus, in Romans 
12-14, which contains similar teaching to that found in
Ephesians 4-6, we read these words : "Love worketh no
ill to his neighbor : there£ ore love is the fulfilling of the
law. And that, knowing the time, that now it is high
time to Aw AKE OUT OF SLEEP : for now it is our salva
tion nearer than when we believed. THE NIGHT is far
spent, THE DAY is at hand·: let us there£ ore_ cast off the
WORKS OF DARKNESS, and let us put on the ARMOUR OF
LIGHT. Let us WALK HONESTLY as IN THE DAY; not
in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wan
tonness, not in strife and envying. But PUT YE ON THE
LORD JEsus CHRIST, and make not provision for the
flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof" (Rom. 13: 10-14).

The points of correspondence between this passage and 
Ephesians 5-6 are obvious and striking, particularly the 
call to awake, to cast off the works of darkness and walk 
as in the day, and to put on the Lord Jesus Christ ( the 
"new man" of Ephesians 4) ; and also the call to put on 
the armour of God for conflict with the powers of dark
ness. We would direct special attention to the fact that 
this urgent call is for the time of the end, when "the 
night is far spent, and the day is at hand." 

A similar urgent call is given in 1 Thessalonians 5, in 
direct connection with the revelation of the ""mystery" 
concerning the coming of the Lord for His saints ( chap. 
4: 13-17). Chapter 4 contains similar exhortations to 
those of Ephesians and Romans, ending with the words, 
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"That ye may WALK HONESTLY toward them that are 
without" ( v. 12). In this connection we read this stir
ring appeal: "But ye, brethren, are not in darkness that 
the day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all THE 
CHILDREN OF LIGHT, AND THE CHILDREN pF THE DAY; 
we are not of THE NIGHT nor of darkness. There£ ore, 
LET us NOT SLEEP as do others ; but let us watch and BE 
SOBER. For they that sleep, sleep in th� night; and they 
that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us,

who are of the day, be sober, PUTTING ON THE BREAST
PLATE OF FAITH A,ND LOVE; and FOR AN HELMET THE 
HOPE OF SALVATION." 

Again in this passage we hear the call to 

W akefuhiess and Sobriety, 

and to put on the armour of God, which is faith towards 
God, love towards others, and hope for ourselves. These 
solemn warnings should deeply impress our hearts. 

The saints are to avoid sleep, and also to shun dark
ness. The warning against drunkenness is in each of the 
three passages. In sleep one is unconscious of his sur
roundings. In drunkenness one is conscious of things 
about him, but perceives them in a distorted and unreal 
way. Hence he acts foolishly and unreasonably. The 
saints are to be not drunk with wine, in which is excess 
(dissoluteness), but to be filled with the Spirit. The fill
ing with the Spirit will be manifested outwardly by 
speaking to each other in psalms and hymns, and spiritual 
songs ; and inwardly by singing and making melody in 
their hearts to the Lord ( the speaking and singing are 
outward "to each other;" the making melody is inward 
"to the Lord") ; "giving thanks, always for all things 
unto God and the Father in the Name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." The filling with the Spirit will also manifest 
itself in submissiveness "one to another in the fear of 
God." 
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3.-FAl\ULY RELATIONSHIPS. 

One of the most important matters having to do with 
the House of God is the order of the family relations of 
the saints. The family is a divine institution ; and the 
Christian family should be God's witness to the people 
of the world. The basis of the family is marriage, which 
is a divine institution. Marriage was appointed for man 
before the fall. It is, therefore, of the highest impor
tance that strict heed be paid to the commandments that 
have been given us in regard to the sacred relationships 
of the home. Especially do the commands that are given 
to husband and wife constitute an exceedingly important 
part of Ephesian truth. 

1.-0hristian Wives. 

In addressing the members of the Christian family, the 
wife is first addressed, "Wives, submit yourselves unto 
your husbands as unto the Lord" (v. 22). May we not 
conclude from this that godly order in the home must 
begin with submissiveness of the wife to her own hus
band? There is no hint here of the inferiority of women 
to men, nor of the subordination of women in general to 
men in general. It is strictly and solely a matter of the 
voluntary submissiveness of wives to "their own" hus
bands ( v. 24). And it must be voluntary. 

The subject falls under the general topic of submis
siveness: "Submit yourselves one to another in the fear 
of God." The voluntary submission required of a wife 
is a specific instance of this. 

What is involved is not merely obedience to the hus
band, but obedience to the Lord. There is no command 
to the husband to enforce obedience on the part of his 
wife. The willing and spontaneous submissiveness of 
the wife must be the fruit of obedience to the Word of 
the Lord ; and the Scripture makes it very clear that the 
submissiveness here commanded is, in the sight of God, 
of great price ( 1 Peter 3: 1-6). 
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The submission which the Lord commands Christian 
wives to show to their own husbands goes to a great 
length. They are to sub1nit themselves "as unto the 
Lord" ( v. 22). "As the Church is subject unto Christ, 
so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything." 
Wives sometimes express fear lest, if such complete sub
mission be yielded, their husbands might in some way 
abuse it. But this is lack of trust in God, Who surely 
will see to it that nothing but good shall result from obey
ing His Word. 

Therefore, let the wives "consider their ways," and 
answer to the Lord whether they are living in holy obedi
ence to this Word of God. And if a wife sees anything 
amiss with her husband, or with other members of the 
household, let her diligently search her own ways to see 
if the cause lies in her failure to submit to her own hus
band, and to render him the required reverence ( v. 33). 
He may be a weak character. He may be manifestly her 
inferior in intelligence and capacity to lead. If so, God 
will be the more glorified by her submission. And the 
husband himself will be ennobled through her submis
sion, and made more worthy of respect. The husband 
who is habitually placed by his own wife in a position of 
subordination is an abject and pitiful creature, an object 
of contempt to all; and the wife of such a husband 
brings no credit to herself in the eyes of others. But the 
wife who manifestly reverences her own husband gives 
glory to God and gains respect for herself. Great is the 
responsibility that rests upon Christian wives. 

2.-0hristi(Jlfl, H usb(Jlfl,ds. 

But if the wife's part be difficult, calling for much 
grace and help from the Lord, the husband's part is even 
more difficult. "Husbands, love your wives, EVEN AS

Christ also loved the Church, and gave Himself for it 
( v. 25). ''So ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife lovet/1, hiniself" ( v. 28). 
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"Let every one of you in particular so love his wife even 
as himself" ( v. 33). 

Is this commandment obeyed by Christian husbands? 
To what extent is it influencing and moulding their con
duct towards their wives at this time? Husbands, to 
what extent is your conduct toward your wife different, 
because of this Scriptiire, from what it would be if there 
were no such command in the Word of God? What use 
have you made of this Scripture? What is the measure 
of your obedience to it? What answer will you render to 
Christ at His judgment-seat as to the heed you have paid 
to this command? And if your own conscience convicts 
you of neglect and disobedience, if you have not sought 
to be ruled by the command of the Lord, if you have not 
diligently set yourself to make Christ's love for the 
Church the pattern and measure of your love for her who 
is as your own body, will you not now confess it to the 
Lord, and seek grace continually to fulfil hereafter His 
high requirement? What is commanded in this Scrip
ture is not merely good-natured or indulgent treatment 
of wives by husbands; and it is not merely the kindness 
and tenderness which is the outcome of the natural affec
tion. It goes far beyond that, demanding such self
sacrificing love as Christ has shown for the Church. 

We are impressed with the belief that the failure of 
husband and wife, in their reciprocal duties and responsi
bilities as defined by the Word of God, is the cause of 
a large part of the disorder now prevailing in God's 
House. If so, what a grand opportunity there is for 
wives and husbands to aid in restoring order to the habi
tation of God ! 

We should notice particularly how the Church is 
brought into this Scripture. And first of all a caution 
should be entered against the common practice of ex
tracting from this passage the statements made concern
ing the Church, and casting aside those concerning hus
bands and wives as if the latter were worthless. It is 
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exceedingly common to quote the words: "Christ also 
loved the Church, and gave Himself for it, that He might 
sanctify it," etc

;.
, "that He might present it to Himself," 

etc., without any reference at all to the words which 
stand at the beginning of the sentence, and which are the 
essence of the entire passage, "Husbands, love your 
wives even as Christ loved the Church." The Scripture 
is simply a· command to Christian husbands. Yet it is 
frequently, if not generally, treated merely as an asser
tion of Christ's love for the Church. 

The Scripture before us is a revelation of the recipro
cal obligations of husband and wife, based upon the rela
tion of Christ and the Church. The subject of the pas
sage is husband and wife-male and female joined into an 
entity, constituting a high and holy relationship. Christ 
and the Church are brought in to illustrate and explain 
that relationship, to put the union of husband and wife 
before us as it exists in the sight of God. The reference 
to Christ and the Church in this connection lifts the mar
riage relation to a place of great dignity and importance. 
But, alas! the usual method of treating the passage ig
nores entirely the purpose for which it was written. 
People are ready enough to receive, and even to be en
thusiastic about, information which does not disturb them 
in their habitual ways and doings. But there is little 
desire to listen to the commandments which call for an 
examination of our ways, and which demand, perhaps, 
a radical change in them. Therefore, the reference to 
the Church, which is introduced into this passage of 
Scripture solely to give force to the commandment, is 
frequently removed from the context for separate com
ment, while the essential thing, the commandment itself, 
is discarded as of little or no value. Thus the Scripture 
is diverted from its intended purpose. 

There£ ore, we would impress it upon our readers that 
the subject of this Scripture is husband and wife, not 
Christ and the Church. The relation of Christ and the 
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Church is brought in for the purpose of showing us how 
important and how sacred in the eyes of God is the rela
tion of husband and wife. May the lesson be heeded and 
obeyed. Rich blessing to the Church is sure to follow. 

In the parallel passage in Colossians we read, "Hus
bands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them" 
( Col. 3; 19). These few words are of great significance. 
They put the husband on guard against a sin into which 
it is very easy to fall. How well our God knows us, and 
how accurately His Word describes us. Though the 
explanation is not easy to give, yet the fact must be ad
mitted that it is a common thing for husbands to feel and 
to display bitterness against their own wives, though they 
may be courteous and considerate towards women in 
general. (Perhaps a husband's jealous love expects too 
high a standard in his own wife). Let Christian hus
bands give heed to this important Word of the Lord. 

3.-0hlildren. 

Children are next addressed. They are spoken to be
fore the parents, showing that what God values is obedi
ence that is rendered voluntarily, because of His Word, 
not that which is the result of stern parental discipline. 
Children, that is to say, the sons and daughters of the 
household, regardless of their age, are to obey their par
ents "in the Lord." The wife's obedience goes further 
than this. She is to submit "as unto the Lord," for the 
husband is the "head" of the wife, and his authority in 
matters affecting the entity constituted by the two is 
absolute. But he is answerable to his Head, Christ, for 
the way he uses his authority. Children, however, are 
to obey their parents "in the Lord." 

Children are also to honour their parents, "which is 
the first commandment with promise." And the promise 
is here repeated: "That it may be well with thee, and 
thou mayest live long on the earth." 

There are some who teach that "Ephesian truth" puts 
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the believer beyond the sphere of God's commandments. 
It is taught and held by not a few that saints who are 
members of the Church, which is Christ's Body, are in a 
special sphere of grace wherein their daily walk on earth 
is a matter of very little consequence. But such teaching 
is erroneous. The Epistle itself contains clear and con
vincing proof that saints who are "accepted in the Be
loved," and are "seated together in heavenly places in· 
Christ Jesus," need clear admonitions as to their conc\uct 
on earth. It is not a question of being "under law." 
To be "under grace, and not under law," means that we 
are not justified from our sins by keeping the law, but by 
faith in Christ, apart from works of law. It does not 
mean either that the ten commandments have been abro
gated, or that saints of this dispensation may disregard 
the divine principles therein embodied. 

Few admonitions are more needed in our day than 
those addressed to children in Ephesians 6: 1-3. Obe.di
ence and honour from children to parents have well-night 
vanished from the earth. The decay of reverence and 
authority are a conspicuous sign of the times. To break 
up homes, to destroy, mar, demoralize, and introduce 
lawlessness and disorder into them, is one of Satan's 
grand objects. For the home is 

God's Own Basis 

for human relationships. The enemy· knows this full 
well. Disrespect of· children for parents and disregard 
of parental authority are causes of untold mischief; and 
the children are themselves the chief sufferers. For this 
cause there are doubtless many whose lives have not been 
"long on the earth." In our day children often rule the 
house, and parental authority and filial obedience have 
become subjects of jest on the stage and in the literature 
of the day. 

Christian families have been seriously affected by this 
rampant lawlessness. Therefore, it is timely for parents 
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and others who have to do with the young to admonish 
them to "consider their ways," and to submit to the 
authority of this important Scripture. 

4.-Fathers. 

Fathers are admonished not to provoke their children 
to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and admoni
tion of the Lord. Mothers are not cautioned in this re
spect. This is significant. It indicates, what all would 
be prompt to admit, that as a rule ( for there are excep
tions) mothers have not so much need as fathers to be 
admonished concerning their duty to their children. It 
also places the burden of responsibility on the fathers. 
The parental dealings of many fathers with their chil
dren consist of a mixture of lazy indifference and wrath
ful violence, or of habitual easy-going indulgence, varied 
by occasional instances of arbitrary strictness. And 
often the sternness is caused by personal annoyance or 
ill-humour, not by godly concern for the glory of God 
and the welfare of the child. 

It is easy to provoke children to wrath; and grave con
sequences often follow. But it requires much patience 
and grace to exercise godly oversight day by day, care
fully, kindly, and painstakingly bringing them up in the 
right ways of the Lord; diligently teaching them in His 
word, and faithfully, but without heat or temper, cor
recing all departures from right conduct. 

The care and instruction of the children of Christian 
parents should be matters of the deepest concern in these 
evil days. The perils of modern schools are many and 
great, yet few parents seem to be aware of them. The 
teaching to which even the youngest children are now 
exposed is in direct antagonism to the truth of Scripture 
in regard to the origin and Il).aintenance of the universe. 
Modern education gives no place whatever to the Son of 
God as the One "by Whom all things consist" ( Col. 1 : 
17), . and Who "upholds all things by the Word of I-Iis 
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power" (Heb. 1: 3). On the contrary, school books not 
only ignore the agency of God in His own creation, but 
they attribute the universe to the operation of impersonal 
forces. The modern system of anti-Christian error gen
erally known as "evolution" is almost universally ac
cepted in schools and colleges. Even the primary school 
books are saturated with it. It is a dreadful thing to 
expose innocent, helpless, and unsuspecting children to be 
indoctrinated with falsehood at the very point where the 
revelation of God's Word begins, namely, at the account 
of creation and the beginning of the history of the human 
race. Hence there is need today, as never before, that 
children be brought up "in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord." 

5.-M aster and Servant. 

Next we have the relation of n1asters and servants; 
and as before it was the wives, then the children, who 
were first addressed, now it is the servants who come 
first. Manifestly God attaches much importance to the 
manner in which servants discharge the duties of their 
trying and difficult positions. Many have to serve mas
ters who are exacting, ill-tempered, and harsh. Yet grace 
is available to meet the most trying conditions. Service 
is dignified by the Scriptures, being lifted from the plane 
of merely working for and trying to please those who 
are "masters according to the flesh"-and is put on the 
high plane of being done "in singleness of heart, as unto 
Christ" ( v. S). Those in service are to act, not "as 
menpleasers, but as the servants of Christ, doing the will 
of God from the heart." And a most gracious promise 
is given, namely, that whatever the service may be, no 
matter how humble or menial, "whatsoever good thing 
any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord." 

Masters are admonished as to the proper treatment of 
their servants ; to forbear threatening, and to keep in 
mind that they too are servants, having a Master in 
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heaven, and that there is no respect of persons with Him. 
The earthly master is of no more consequence and of no 
higher standing before Him than the earthly servant. 

All these matters are generally regarded as of com
monplace order. They are merely the incidents of our 
ordinary every-day lives. They do not afford attractive 
themes for the plat£ orm and the printed page. Yet God 
has linked them directly with our exalted position in the 
heavenlies in Christ. To that height we are taken in 
order that we may bring down thence of the ways of 
Christ, and work them into the fabric of our daily lives. 
His ways can be brought into the lowliest occupations. 
Nothing that engages the attention of a member of 
Christ should be regarded as commonplace. The very 
humblest employment can be made the occasion for 
manifesting the character of Christ. Only in so doing 
can a saint truly say "For me to live is Christ," and "the 
life I NOW live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son 
of God." The "servants" addressed in this epistle were 
really bondslaves, yet their menial duties are specially 
mentioned as capable of being done "as unto the Lord." 
What a marvellous lesson ·1 What depth of meaning lies 
in the fact that He that ascended is the Same Who also 
descended first into the lower parts of the earth! He 
took upon Him the form of a servant (bondslave). The 
lowliest position on earth was touched by Him, that HE 
might fill all things. 

We should not fail to notice that directly connected 
with the message to the Christian bondslave is that re
markable passage about putting on the whole armour of 
God, because our wrestling is not with flesh and blood, 
but with principalities, with powers, with the world
rulers of this darkness, with the hosts of spiritual wick
edness in heavenly places. These are the adversaries 
that oppose the building of God's House, and that de
light to see it in ruins. There£ ore, the rebuilding of the 
House involves not only work, but conflict. Let us not 
shrink from either. 
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4.-WORLD RELATIONSHIPS. 

It is well, perhaps, to say a word as to the responsibil
ities of members "of the household of God" towards 
"them that are without" ( Col. 4: 5; 1 Thess. 4: 12). 
The relationships of the saints with those who are of the 
world are of great importance, though they are not spe
cialy referred to in Ephesians. These relationships are, 
like all others, appointed by God, and His Word con
tains clear teaching in regard to them. Every day of 
our lives we are influencing others, often when we little 
imagine it. Influence is a solemn thing. We cannot 
escape exerting it. Day by day the sum of our influence 
upon others is accumulating, and the total will confront 
us "in that Day." The influence upon outsiders exerted 
by the Christian assembly, the Christian household, the 
Christian individual, is of incalculable importance. "Ye 
are the salt of the earth. Ye- are the light of the world" 
(Matt. 5: 13, 14). Light stands for Christian testimony. 
It is to shine for the glory of the Father. Salt stands 
for Christian influence, which should counteract the cor
ruption of man in the earth. But a light may be hid, and 
salt may lose its savour. 

"That the World May BeUeve." 

We have been reminded that love is the medium in 
which the building up of the Body proceeds. But it has 
also a bearing upon those who are without. "By this 
shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have 
love one to another" (John 13 : 35). "That they all may 
be one; as thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that 
they also may be one in Us; that the world may believe 
that Thou hast sent Me" (John 17: 21). An assembly 
exhibiting the divine pattern in all its details would be a 
convincing testimony to the world, and would exert a 
powerful influence in the community. Whether, there
fore, we have regard to the glory of God, or to the wel
fare of His saints, or to the good of outsiders whom He 
would save, our first concern should be for the state of 
the House of God, which is the Church of the Living 
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God. So long as our assemblies are just so many "bags 
with holes" we cannot expect the Lord to fill them. But 
if we provide ourselves "bags that wax not old," we may 
look for very different results from our evangelistic 
efforts and testimony. 

In Romans 12, where the truth of the "One Body" is 
revealed ( vv. 4; 5), assembly relationships are referred 
to in verses 4-13. Then comes an important section 
( chap. 12: 14; 13: 7) giving commands for our dealings 
with those who are not in Christ. We are to bless those 
who persecute us, to recompense no man evil for evil, to 
provide things honest in the sight of all men, to live 
peaceably with all men so far as possible, not to avenge 
ourselves or seek redress for our own injuries, to give 
food and drink to our enemies, and in general to "be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good" ( cp. 
Matt. 5: 38-48). Our attitude toward those in authority 
in the world is carefully defined. It is to be an attitude 
of submission ( which seems to be the great lesson we 
have to learn) . Though governments are ineffective, 
and though worldly power may be in the hands of un
scrupulous and corrupt men, nevertheless all authority 
is of God, and even the wicked magistrate "is the min
ister of God to thee for good" (Rom. 13: 4). No real 
harm can come to us through submission to human laws 
and rulers ; for God will protect us when we walk in 
obedience to His Word. Taxes must be paid, regardless 
of the purposes for which they are levied. All resistance 
to the payment of taxes, whether "passive" or otherwise, 
whatever be the ground of resistance, is contrary to the 
express teaching given to the saints. 

All these details of conduct in relation to the affairs of 
the world, and in our dealings with the people of the 
world, are briefly summed up in the words: ":Walk in 
wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the 
time" ( Col. 4: 5) ; and, "That ye may walk honestly to
ward them that are without" ( 1 Thess. 4: 12). These 
things have a prominent and important place among the 
ways of God's House. Let us, therefore, give diligent 
heed thereto. 
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There are, of course, other commandments given to 
the people of God in this dispensation besides those upon 
which we have commented. But the admonitions con
tained in ·Ephesians and Romans are specially in point, 
because they are found in immediate connection with the 
instruction given to us in regard to the building of God's 
spiritual house. 

We would, however, briefly direct attention also to the 
commandments given by the Lord Himself, and recorded 
in Matthew 5-7. We are persuaded that those command
ments are for us ( though some think otherwise), and 
that when the Lord, just before His ascension, charged 
His apostles to make disciples out of all nations, baptiz
ing them, and "teaching them to observe all things what
soever I have commanded you," He had special ref er
ence to the "Sermon on the Mount." 

It should be noted that the Lord likens those sayings 
of His to materials for building, and it should be noted 
also that they are for "whosoever heareth" them. He 
says: "There£ ore, whosoever heareth these sayings of 
Mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock" (Matt. 7: 24). 

We would also call attention to the significant state
ment at the beginning of the discourse: "And seeing the 
multitudes He went up into the mountain; and when He 
was set His disciples came unto Him, and He opened 
His mouth and taught them, saying--." 

He Went Up Into a Mountain, 

and there He gave teachings which teach to the very 
highest altitude of doctrine : "Be ye per£ ect, even as 
your Father which is in Heaven is perfect" ( chap. 5 :48). 
Those teachings are, according to His own statement, 
materials for use by His disciples in building. There
fore, is it not clear that the words of Haggai, "Go up to 
the mountain, and bring wood, and build the House," 
send us to the mountaintop teachings of our Lord? It 
seems so to us ; and we do not know by whom those 
teachings are to be carried out if not by those who have 
been made by grace the members of His Body. 



VII. 

THE EFFECT OF THE FIRST HAGGAI 

MESSAGE. 

SUBSEQUENT MESSAGES. 

F WE are right in viewing the remnant of 
Israel, who returned to Jerusalem because 

'IT"1P.!�im 
of their devotion to the testimony of God, as 

��• a foreshadowing of the remnant of God's 
people in this day who separated themselves 

from religious systems in order to establish the testi
mony of God upon the true ground, then the effect of 
Haggai's message is a matter of the deepest irtterest to 
us. For, if the correspondence goes so far as the repro
duction in our day of conditions which are the spiritual 
counterpart of those that occasioned the message, may 
we not assume that the correspondence will extend also 
to the results? May we not expect that the Lord will 
do as much for His "spiritual house" as He did for His 
material house? 

Let us observe, then, the effect of the first message of 
Haggai upon the "remnant of the people." It-is stated 
in verse 12: 

"Then Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua, 
the son of J osedech, the high priest, with all the remnant 
of the people, OBEYED THE VOICE OF THE LORD THEIR

Goo, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord 
their God had sent him, and the people did FEAR before 
the Lord." 

0 bed,i,ence and Fear. 

Here we have obedience and the fear of the Lord as 
the immediate results of the message. "Obedience is 
better than sacrifice" in the sight of God. 
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There is danger lest one effect of our comparative 
familiarity with the Word of God should be alack of 
true reverence for it. The Lord has said, "To this man 
will I look, even. to him that is poor and of a contrite 
spirit, and trembleth at My Word" (Isa. 66: 2). Of 
course our attitude towards the Word of God is correct 
and respect£ ul ; but are we not as a rule acting as �£ it 
sufficed for us to admire the Word, to speak well of it, 
to read it daily, and to insist stoutly upon its authenticity 
and inspiration? All these things are good, but none of 
them singly, and not all of them together, take the place 
of obedience to the Word. The call to obedience is al
ways sounding in our ears. And to be obedient is to be 
Christ-like. He was the obedient One. His ear was 
wakened morning by morning as one that is taught. His 
first concern was always His Father's business. His 
meat was to do the will of Him that sent Him, and to 
finish His work. And He says: "Whosoever shall do 
the will of My Father which is in Heaven, the same is 
My brother, and sister, and mother" (Matt. 12: SO). 
There£ ore, in doing the will of God is real family
likeness to Christ. 

It is most need£ ul to press upon the consideration of 
the saints the importance of doing the things that He 
says; because, in the pronounced reaction of these last 
days against the doctrines of justification by the works 
of law, there has arisen a wide-spread and alarming dis
position to despise the "good works which God has be
£ ore prepared that we should walk in them" ( Eph. 2 : 12, 
R. v.), and to speak contemptuously of all "works" and
commandments. Those who are charged with responsi
bility in the household of God should make special effort
to check this dangerous tendency.

So we observe that the resumption of the long neg
lected work of the Lord's House had its spring in the 
OBEDIENCE of the leaders, and of "all the remnant of 
the people." 
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The Effect of Obedience. 

We should observe also that God called to this work 
the same remnant that had at first come out of Babylon. 
He did not pass them by and summon other labourers to 
undertake the neglected work. This· was very gracious 
of the Lord ; and no doubt He would still wait in grace 
for those who have already shown devotion to His inter
ests by separating from that which His Word condemns. 
But, after the House had been finished, Ezra went up 
from Babylon with offerings, and gold, and silver, and 
vessels for the service and embellishment of the House; 
and he gathered together chief men out of Israel to go 
with him (Ezra 7). Thus the effect of the rebuilding of 
the House was to induce other Israelites to detach them
selves from Babylon and to come to J erusa,lem. So long 
as the temple lay in ruins they remained where they 
were. But when it was reared up they were attracted 
to it. And are there not many true saints of God still 
lingering in the precincts of the religious denominations 
because of the failure of those who set forth many years 
ago to rear the House of God on the true foundation and 
in the right place? Is there not a responsibility towards 
those on the part of the saints who are on the right 
ground? 

THE SECOND MESSAGE. 

The ready obedience of the remnant to the Voice of 
the Lord their God elicited from Him a second message. 
It was in few words, but how full of comfort and 
encouragement! "Then spake Haggai the Lord's n1es
senger in the Lord's message unto the people, saying, I 
AM WITH YOU, SAITH THE LORD" (Haggai 1: 13). 

Obedience to the Word of the Lord brings the Lord 
Himself to His people. The effect of His presence was 
quickly manifested: "And the Lord stirred up the spirit 
of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and the spirit of Joshua, the son of J osedech, the high 
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priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; 
and they came and did work in the House of the Lord 
of hosts, their God" ( Haggai 1 : 14). 

Here is immense encouragement for us. The obedi
ence of the people brought the Lord to their side to stir 
up their spirits and to strengthen them for the work to 
which He had called them. They thus became "labour
ers together with God." For it was their obedience 
rather than their labour that resulted in the rebuilding 
of the temple. The Lord Himself furnished the strength 
whereby the work was accomplished. And so now, 
while in a sense the building edifies itself (Eph. 4: 16), 
yet that is effected through obeying the commandments 
of the Lord. The power whereby the building is reared 
is that of the Spirit of God, as it is written, "In whom 
ye also are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the S pirir' (Eph. 2: 22). 

The Lord continued, so long as the work was being 
done, to encourage the people by His prophets. For we 
read in Ezra 6: 14 : "And the elders of the Jews builded, 
and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai 
the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they 
builded, and finished it according to the commandment 
of the God of Israel, and according to the commandment 
of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia." 

Yet another fact is recorded for our encouragement, 
namely, that the effect of the message was very prompt. 
The word of the Lord came to Haggai on the first day 
of the sixth month of the second year of Darius, and it 
is recorded that the people "came and did the work in 
the House of the Lord of hosts their God in the four and 
twentieth day of the sixth .month, in the second year of 
Darius, the king." In the short space of twenty-/ our 
days the indifference was overcome, the apathy was 
thrown off, the discouragements of their impoverished 
state were forgotten, the antagonisms were healed, and 
once more a united people applied themselves with pur
pose of heart to the work of the House of their God. 
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THE THIRD MESSAGE. 

"The Glory of This Latter House." 

The second message of Haggai was followed quickly 
(about four weeks later) by a third. This was a mes
sage of strong encouragement, and no doubt it greatly 
stimulated the people to continue steadfastly in the work 
of the Lord. "Yet now be strong, 0 Zerubbabel, saith 
the Lord ; and be strong, 0 Joshua, son of J osedech the 
high priest, and be strong all ye people of the land, saith 
the Lord, and work: for I am with you, saith the Lord 
of hosts" ( Haggai 2 : 4). There is a striking similarity 
in these words to the exhortation of Ephesians 6 : 10: 
"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the 
power of His might." 

Continuing the message of Haggai, the Lord said: 
"According to the word that I covenanted with you when 
ye came out of Egypt, so My Spirit rernaineth among 
you; fear ye not" (Haggai 2: S). 

At about the same time ( the eighth month of the same 
year) the word of the Lord came to Zechariah. He saw 
at that time his first visions and received his first mes
sage. We shall not attempt to examine this prophecy, 
but would merely call attention to the words it contains 
of similar import to those given by Haggai, last quoted: 
"This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel, saying, Not 
by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord 
of hosts" (Zech. 4: 6). As it was then, so now, the 
building of the habitation of God is "through the Spirit" 
(Eph. 2: 22). 

In this third message of Haggai attention is specially 
called to the inferiority of the latter house when com
pared with Solomon's Temple. The question is asked, 
"Who is left among you that saw this house in her first 
glory? And how do ye see it now? Is it not in your 
eyes in comparison of it as nothing?" Such a compar
ison as that would be calculated to dishearten the 
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builders, and to dampen their enthusiasm for the work.

It is recorded also in Ezra 3 : 12 that "many of the priests 
and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient 
men that had seen the first house, when the foundation 
of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a 
loud voice. 

No doubt those patriarchs made disparaging remarks 
about the foundations of the new house, and their lam
entations must have had a depressing effect and have 
added greatly to the difficulty of pressing forward the 
work. This was acordingly the occasion of a special 
word of encouragement from the Lord. Through Zech
ariah the Lord gives the promise that before Zerubbabel 
the mountain of difficulty should become a plain, and that 
he should "bring forth the headstone thereof with shout
ings, crying, Grace, grace unto it" ( Zech. 4: 7). More
over, He gave the same promise in plain language, saying, 
"The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of 
this house; his hands shall also finish it" ( v. 9). Refer
ence is made by Zechariah also to the apparent insignifi
cance of the latter house. He says: "For who hath de
spised the day of small things? For they shall rejoice, 
and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with 
those seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run 
to and fro throughout the whole earth" ( v. 10). 

Here is 
Great. Encouragement For Us. 

If we think of the Church as it was in the apostolic days, 
when all that believed were together, when all were of one 
mind and one heart, continuing steadfastly in the apos
tles' doctrine and fellowship, walking in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the com£ ort of the Holy Ghost, and were 
endowed and beautified with all the gifts of the Spirit; 
and then if we compare that with the state of the Church 
in our day, it is difficult not to give ourselves over to dis
couragement. We need, there£ ore, the admonition not 
to despise the day of small things. 
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The message of Haggai contains a yet more notable 
promise. It is given in these remarkable words: 

"For thus saith the Lord of hosts: Yet once, it is a 
little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, 
and the sea, and the dry land. And I will shake all 
nations, and the desire of all nations shall come; and I 
will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. 
The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, saith the Lord 
of hosts." (Therefore, He could have had costly deco
rations, as in the first temple, had that been His desire, 
but the glory of the latter house was to be of another 
sort). "The glory of this latter house shall be greater 
than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this 
place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts" (2: 6-8). 

We suppose there can be no doubt that this promise 
had its fulfilment in the personal coming of the Lord 
Himself to that temple, as foretold also by Malachi: 
"Behold, I will send My messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way be£ ore Me; and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly come to His temple" ( Mal. 3 : 1). 

The application of this to the present time is obvious. 
The building of the House of the Lord is with a view to 

His Own Coming, 

and therefore there is no other occupation that has so 
strong a claim upon those who are awaiting His coming. 

The recurrence of these words of Haggai in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews gives point to their present application: 
"For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry ;" "Whose voice then shook the earth : 
but now He hath promised, saying, Yet once more I will 
shake not the earth only, but also Heaven" (Heb. 10: 
37 ; 12: 26, 27). 

These Scriptures very definitely connect the building 
of the House with the coming of the Lord Himself. 



VIII. 

FINAL MESSAGES. 

E SHALL dwell but briefly upon the last 
two messages of Haggai. They were given 
during the time when the people were dili
gently engaged in rebuilding the House; 
whereas, if we have rightly discerned the 

state of God's people today, especially of those who are 
disassociated from religious organizations, the need of 
the present moment is for a message that shall arouse 
the saints to a sense of their responsibility for the House 
of God. In other words, we have not yet arrived at the 
moment when the concluding messages of Haggai are 
applicable to us. Our present need is to give most ear
nest heed to the fir st message. 

There are, however, a few points in the fourth and 
fifth messages that may be noticed with profit. 

THE FOURTH MESSAGE. 

The fourth message, which came after an interval of 
two months from the third, had for its special object to 
call attention to the need of cleanness on the part of the 
priests and the nation. The corresponding spiritual 
lessons are given clearly in the Epistles of Paul. Those 
who take part in the work of God's House must purge 
themselves from evil conduct, evil associations, and false 
doctrines (2 Tim. 2: 21, 22). 

This message contains a most definite promise of bless
ing from the very day of resuming work on the House. 
The impoverished state of the people during the time of 
their laxity is recalled. "Since those days were, when 
one came to an heap of twenty measures, there were but 
ten; when one came to the pressfat for to draw out fifty 
vessels out of the press, there were but twenty. I smote 
you with blasting, and with mildew, and with hail in all 
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the labours of your hands ; yet ye turned not to Me, 
saith the Lord." (But now there is to be a great differ
ence.) "Consider NOW from this day and upward, from 
the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, even 
from the day that the foundation of the Lord's Temple 
was laid, consider it. Is the seed yet in the barn? Yea, 
as yet the vine, and the fig-tree, and the pomegranate, 
and the olive tree hath not brought forth: FROM THIS

DAY WILL I BLESS YOU" (Haggai 2: 16-19). 
Here is a distinct promise that the blessing of God will 

be enjoyed richly by those who heed His voice calling 
them to the work of His neglected House, and that the 
blessing will begin immediately. 

The Promise is Doubled, 

being given also through Zechariah. From that prophet 
we have a very encouraging word: "Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts : Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these 
days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which 
were in the day that the foundation of the House of the 
Lord of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built. 
For before those days there was no hire for man, nor 
any hire for beast; neither was there any peace to him 
that went out or came in because of the affliction : for I 
set all men, every one against his neighbour. But now 
I will not be unto the RESIDUE of this people as in the 
former days, saith the Lord of hosts. For the seed shall 
be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the 
ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give 
their dew; and I will cause the REMNANT of this people 
to possess all these things. And it shall come to pass 
that as ye were a curse among the heathen, 0 house of 
Judah, and house of Israel, so will I save you, and ye 
shall be a blessing; fear not, but let your hands be 
strong" (Zech. 8: 9-13. Read on to end of chapter). 

Here is a clear assurance that the evils of spiritual 
dearth and unfruitfulness, of strife and discord among 
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brethren, and of stumbling and offence to others, will be 
banished through obedience to the call of our God to the 
work of His long neglected House. For He comes with 
His own power to work with and through His obedient 
people. It is through obedience to His Word, and in no 
other way that we can "be strong in the Lord and in the 
power of His might," to accomplish the work, overcom
ing all obstacles, and withstanding all adversaries. 

The divine agencies by which the work was wrought 
through a feeble and impoverished people were the 
Word of God and the Spirit of God. Those agencies 
are with the people of God today. What then is lacking 
but willing and obedient hearts? In the days of Haggai 
there was, first, obedience to the Word, "All the remnant 
of the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their God;" 
and then, "The Lord stirred up the spirit" of the leaders, 
"and_ the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and 
they came and did work in the House of the Lord of 
hosts, their God." 

THE FIFTH MESSAGE. 

The final message ( Haggai 2 : 20-23) is to an individ
ual, Zerubbabel, the leader, who was a prince of the 
house of David (Matt. 1: 12). It came on the same day 
as the fourth message. It contains a wondrous promise 
to one who was quick to respond to the Word of the 
Lord, and who took a leading part in the work. It calls 
to mind the promise� to "him that overcometh" in Reve
lation 2 and 3. The faithful and zealous servant, who 
set his affections toward the House of His God, and who 
laboured unremittingly for its completion, received the 
promise that he should be "as a signet" in that day, a 
choice one among the "jewels" spoken of in the last Old 
Testament prophecy (Mal. 3: 17). So we find, in the 
prophecy of Haggai, encouragement for the people in 
general, and encouragement also for the individual. 

God has specially entrusted the building of His House 
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to the Son of David ( 1 Chron. 17: 12). Therefore, in 
Zerubbabel, the prince of the house of David, who super
vised this work, we have a type of Christ; and in the 
promise to Zerubbabel we have a hint of the joy that was 
set before the Lord Jesus when He endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and thus won from the powers of 
evil the site ( the spiritual Zion) upon which the House 
was to be built, as David captured the stronghold of 
Zion from the J ebusites (2 Sam. 5: 7). 

The final message also contains another declaration 
that God will "shake the heavens and the earth," that 
He will "overthrow the throne of kingdoms and will de
stroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen," and 
that He will "overthrow the chariots and those that ride 
in them ; and the horses and their riders shall come 
down, every one by the sword of his brother." 

From this it is evident that the building of the House of 
God is in view of the near coming of the Lord, and of the 
predicted convulsions of the nations that are to take place 
at that time. At this present moment the nations are 
straining their resources, as they have been doing for the 
past decade, in order to complete at the earliest moment 
the preparations for the fulfilment of this prophecy. 

One other encouraging fact should be noted. The work 
of building the House, once it was started, was quickly 
carried to completion. The same persons who began the 
work also finished it (Zech. 4: 9). To be exact, the work 
was resumed in the second year of Darius, and it was 
finished in the sixth year of Darius ( Ezra 6 : 15). This 
should further stimulate us to set our hands to the work. 

CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, we would say that the chief !esson we 
draw from the prophecy of Haggai is that the rebuilding 
of God's House is of supreme iIµportance in His eyes, 
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and is the work to which His separated people are spe
cially called in the very last days of the age; that the 
required response on our part to His call is the recogni
tion of His chastening hand upon us, and a readiness to 
obey His neglected commandments, such as are contained 
in Ephesians 3-6 and Matthew 5-7 ; and that it is through 
the carrying out of the details of this heavenly pattern 
that the habitation of God will be prepared and put in 
order for His presence. 

Brethren, let us set our affections towards the House 
of our God ; let us own contritely our past neglect; and 
let us earnestly pray that all the Lord's people may be 
stirred by His Spirit to work "as one man" in building 
that House. Is not this His last call to His waiting 
people? 

"SURELY the Time IS Oome, the Time That 
the Lord's House Should be Built." 


	A1
	A2
	A3
	A4



