








INTRODUCTION. 

-==t)�===-

n HESE lectures have been delivered 
in n1any places, (being illustrated by 
a large model) and the Author has 

been often requested to comn1it the1n to print; 
so that those who heard them 111ight be able 
to go through the1n again, and that other 
fellow-saints ·who have not heard them, might 
be helped to a better understanding of this 
most instructive, yet alas, often neglected 
portion of the ,Holy Scriptures. 

To this I have at last consented, although 
conscious of the n1any in1perfections of this 
effort, and fully realizing how faintly and inade
quately the 1nany glories of Christ, who is the 
brightness of God's glory, and the express 
in1age of H..is person, the C�ntre and Object of 
the Divine counsels, the A-lpha and the O1nega 
of all God's acts and ·ways with 1nen, are .-set 
forth therein. 

The inspired Word is found to contain two 
parts. It has been well said, that " in the Old 
'f esta.n1ent the N e·w is e11.folded, and in the N e,v
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the Old is unfolded." In the forn1er we have 
the bud, in the latter the full blown flower. It 
was written by various writers, at different 
times, and in many places, yet it is one harmo
nious ·whole. God is its Author, Christ its 
Theme, and the Holy Spirit its Interpreter. It 
contains much that far exceeds human thought 
and finite con1prehension, yet, we are impressed 
by its marked simplicity. 

God has been pleased to give us these various 
figures and illustrations, like so many pictures, 
in order that our. poor, limited capacities may 
be helped, and our finite minds assisted in 
following on to know Hin1 whose boundless 
love, and matchless grace, _and glorious person, 
the infinite mind of Deity alone can fully com
prehend. 

, . 

_This is He of whom " Moses wrote," and 
whose excellencie� and perfection� are made 
to pass before us in these Le_vitical types and 
s_hadows. As we walk in God's light, arid are 
taught by the Holy Spirit, we .find that the Old 
Testament is not a mere record of the past, but 
under its surface New Testament realities lie 
hidden. The mi:q.ute account of the Tabernacle 
in the· wilderness, n1ay appear t.o the natual 
man only_� ��.Y-�.eP.E:��ti�n. 9f_ ap £hs9._lete rit:us_al �
but the drv1ne1y· instructed Christian beholds 
the sta·n1p of inspiration ·on every page ; he sees 
increasing beauty and infinite wisdon1 in all its 
details; he traces each part to its divine Source, 
khowing, that" all Scripture is given by inspira-
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tion of God," and that "whatsoever things were 
written af oretime wer'e written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of the 
ScriptNres might have Hope." 

He delights to take his place at the feet of 
Jesus, w:ho put His divine seal upon " Moses, 
the Psaln1s, and the Prophets," during His 
1ninistry of grace upon earth ; and who in resur
rection walked and communed with His disci
ples as they jo�rneyed to Emmaus. "And begin
ning at Moses, and all the Proppets, He expo
unded unto them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself/' 

May both reader and writer be found receiv
ing the law from His n1outh; esteeming the 
words of His mouth more than their necessary 
food ; prizing them more than thousands of 
gold and silver; so will our souls be kept as a 
" watered garden, " and a� "' ' ?, spring of water, 
whose waters fail not ; " and our pa th will be 
one of shining lig�t, " that shineth more and 
more· unto the perfect day. " Then we shall 
no longer see through a glass darkly, but face to 
face, and know even as we are known. 

To this end may God graciously bless these 
pages sent forth, and continue to use the 
truths contained therein to the salvation, eman
cipation; and edification of many precious souls, 
is the earnest prayer of the 

AUTHOR, 

LONDON, 









LECTURES ON THE TABERNACLE. 
--0--

LECTURE·!. 

A SANCTUARY MADE. n HERE are two Scriptures to which 
we might refer before we look at our 
subject in detail. The first is Exodus 

xxv, 1-g, "And the Lord spake �nto Moses, 
saying, 'Speak unto the children of Israel, 
that they bring me an offering ; of every man 
that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall 
take my offering. And this is the offering which 
ye shall take of them; gold, and silver, and 
brass, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
linen, and goats' hair, and rams' skins dyed red, 
a.nd badgers' skins, and shittim wood; oil for the 
light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet 
incense, onyx stones, and stones to be set in the 
ephod, and in the breastplate. And let them 

MAKE ME A SANCTUARY ; 

that I may dwell among them. According to 
all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the 
tabernacle, and th� pattern of the instruments 

B 
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thereof, even so shall ye make-it. " Secondly
,.

In Psalm xxix, g, the marginal reading of the 
. .  

latter part qf the verse says, " In His temple 
every whit of it uttereth His glory." In the 
first passage we have God making known to 
Moses the desire of His heart, namely, to dwell 
among His people. Jehovah's Sanctuary was, 
to be Israel's centre. The Tabernacle of God 
was to be in their midst. 

It was an entirely new thing·which God was 
making known tq His servc;tnt; the lik� of 
which was not heard of _either before .or after the 
Fall, until this · time. Everi of Eden, we only 
read · of the Lord God walking in the Garden 
in the cool of the day ; never do we find Him. 
making His habitation there. We also read of 
Enoch and of Noah walking with God before 
the flood; and His visiting Abraham and app_ear
ing to -Isaac and to.Jacob after the delug,e., but 
in vain do we search the Scriptures _to find God 
having a dwelling-place with man, .until \ye come 
to'the book_ of Exodus; there·we have Re.demp
tion_ in type accomplished, and a redeemed 
people brought out of Egypt unto· Himself 
into the wilderness; then we read the gra
cious words uttered by God, tel�ing them the: 
desire of His heart and the grand. purpose He: 
had in. view ; '' Let them maka · me a Sanc�uary 
that I _may dwell among them." . His redeemed 
people ·are gathered around Himself, and He 
makes His presence �anifest in their miq.st. 
Here we get a foreshadowing of that glorious 
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writes an epistle in the New Testament, in 
which we have an inspired Commentary upon 
these figures and illustrations of heavenly reali
ties; but when recording the account of creation, 
the same blessed Spirit condenses it into one 
chapter. The spiritual n1ind is at once arrested 
by this fact, and seeks to learn the lesson 
which God would teach by it. The reason, 
doubtless, is this: In Genesis I. we have God 
the Creator preparing a platform for a special 
work; but in Exodus we have in type set forth, 
the One who was to appear upon that platform, 
who would suffer, bleed, and die upon the earth, 
and by His death and resurrection accomplish 
the mightiest, the most stupendous work ever 
to be accomplished, throughout the vast universe 
of God. At creation we behold God construct
ing a vast, magnificent palace; but in the 
Tabernacle we see by faith the One who is 
to inhabit that palace, and who will yet fill the 
heavens and the earth with His glory, and His 
people with eternal joy and gladness. 

The Holy Spirit does not dwell so much 
upon the beauties of the palace, as upon the 
graces and glories of Him who is to take pos
session of it. Hence, so much space is occupied 
with the description of the Tabernacle, as 
though the Holy Spirit would draw our atten
tion, rivet our gaze, and ravish our hearts with 
the Substance of these types and shadows-the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Here, too, the child of God learns something 
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-0£ the deep thoughts of God, and sees that 
creation was really for Christ and for redemp
tion, and not Christ and redemption for creation. 
"For by Him were all things created, that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or aominions, 
-0_r principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by Him, and for Him." (Col. i. 16.) 
"Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory 
and honour and power ; for Thou hast created 
all things, and for thy pleasure they were and 
are Greate_d." (Rev. iv. 1r.) Then observe 

THE ORDER 

in which these patterns of things in the 
heav,ens were given to Moses. Exodus• xxv
xxx, is a distinct section of the book; in which 

. 

we have the whole of the Taq�rnacle brought 
before us in detail, and according to God's 
-0rder, a divinely perfect plan, even �s that 
of the ' building which followed. God does 
not commence where \Ye beg'in. We begin with 
the Gate, but God commences with the Ark 
and Mercy-seat that stood inside the Holiest of 
all, and_ formed J ehov'ah's throne in the midst 
of Israel. (See Exodus xxv. io-17.) God 
manifests Himself in and from His own holy· 
dwelling-place first; then He comes out step 
by step to the gate in chapter xxvii; after which 
the directions concerning the priesthood and 
sacrifices are given in chapters xxviii, xxix. 

One of the sacrifices mentioned was the 
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sin-offering, which was burned without the 
camp,-speaking of distance and separation 
fron1 God. Then follows in1mediately the 
command to make the remainder of the holy 
vessels, namely, the golden altar, and the brazen 
la ver, which were the vessels of a pp roach 
to God In this the spiritual eye beholds' the 
wisdom of God,-the n1ark of divine perfection. 
It was the purpose of Jehovah to have man 
coming into His dwelling-place as a worshipper 
and as a priest, enjoying the divine presence, 
·and .sharing God's habitation.

But man is a sinner, both by nature and prac
tice, and as such is '' afar off." In Genesis we read, 
" The Lord God drove oµt \he man ; and He 
placed at the east of the garden of Eden, cheru
bims, and a flaming sword which turned every 
way, to keep the way of the tree of I{f e." 
Paradise ·was lost. Adam could not reinstate 
himself in Eden. To attempt to do so would be 
death. The flaming·sword turned every way, 
keeping the sinner in the place of separation. 
But if divine Justice keeps the sinner outside, 
infinite Grace and boundless love can bring God 
out to where the sinner is, even into the place 
of distance, darkness and death, and that in the 
character of a just God .and yet a Saviour. 
These are the glad tidings of great joy brought 
to us in the Gospel of the blessed God. He 
has come out to us from His own eternal dwell
ing-place in the person of His own beloved Son. 
That which He had planned before the founda-
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tion of the world, and promised in the Garden 
of Eden, when man was ruined and without 
hope in himself, He fulfilled when the fulness 
of the time had come, in sending forth His own 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem those who were under the law, that they 
might receive the adoption of sons ; and be thus 
enabled to enter God's presence as children,. 
crying, "Abba, Father." 

" Oh, 'twas love, 'twas wondrous love, 

The love of God to me ; 

It brought my Saviour from above, 

To die on Calvary." 

As the Sin-Offering Christ w�s made sin for 
us, that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him. In order to redeem us from 
the curse of the law, He was made a curse for 
us. It was a:t that time that Jehovah called 
upon His sword to awake and smite the Shep
herd of the sheep, His own Fellow ! Yes, the 
One who was co-equal and co-eternal. with 
Himself. " God spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all." At that solemn 
moment came that bitter, cry from Christ's 
dying lips and breaking heart, "My God, my 
God, why hast Thou forsaken me ?. " Oh, what a 
moment! . a mom�nt standing alone in the an
nals of eternity! He, who had been Jehovah's 
delight before all creation in the past, (Prov. viii.) 
and who will be the joy of the Father's heart 
throughout the ages which a.re to come, was at 
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separated us from God, and had placed an 
insurmountable barrier between our souls and 
.a thrice holy God; but Christ undertook our 
,case, and by His atoning death removed the 
barrier, bridged the awful chasn1, and thus be-

.came the Way back to God. "I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life," said Jesus, "no n:ian 
-cometh unto the Father but by Me." "I am
the Door, by me if a�y man enter in he shall be
.saved." "Neither is there salvation in any
other ; for there is none other N 8=n1e under
heaven given among men whereby we must be

d ,,.save 
We are struck, too, by the width of the gate : 

''.' twenty cubits wide." That would be about 
thirty-five feet across, a very wide gate for a 
·building of that size. In this is foreshadowed,
that grand, glorious, Gospel word "whosoever."
" God so loved the world, that He ·gave His
,01;1ly begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life." " Whosoever' shall call upon the Name
of the L9rd shall be saved." "Ho, every one
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters"; and God's
last invitation to the unsaved in the Bible, is of
the same blessed, universal character,. "whoso
-ever will, let him take of the water of life freely."

·'.The door of mercy's open still,
ind Jesus cri'es-'whoeYer will, 

By me may enter in ; 
I am th� door, an<;! I have died, 

Sa.l vation's door to open wide, 
For sinners dead in sin.' " 
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Again He says, " Him that cometh unto Me, I 
will in no wise cast out." These are the gra
cious words of Him of whom Moses wrote. 

The gate was made of blue, purple, scarlet, 
.and fine-twined linen, which bring before our 
,eyes a fourfold view of Him who is the only 
·way to the Father. The blue is the colour of
.the heavens over our head, and thus speaks of
<Christ as the Heavenly man upon earth. "The
-only begotten Son who is in (not merely who
was in) the bosom of the Father." The One
who said to Nicodemus," The Son of man who
is in heaven," although actually upon earth
when he spoke. Called by the Apostle " The
Lord from Heaven." Heavenly as to Hrs origin,
for He came from God. Heavenly in His
,character �s He walked through a $Cene that
was hostile to God. Heavenly as to His destiny,
for He went to God, and is now sitting at
His right hand.

·The scarlet seems to point to the Lord as the
Suffering One. The best of Hebrew scholars tell 
us that the w'ord translated scarlet, is literally, 
",vorm-scarlet;" this carries our minds at once 
to that cry of distress uttered by our adorable 
.Lord and Saviour when upon the cross, "I am 
a worm, and no man." (Psalm xxii. 6.) This is 
,one of the most prqfound statements in the 
Word of God. We can understand Bildad the 
Shuhite describing sinful, guilty man as a �orm . 
. But think of Christ, who was the bright
ness of the Father's glory and the express 
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image of God's person I He who called worlds. 
into existence, and who framed the universe, 
the One in whose presence seraphims, who 
delighted to go at His bidding, veiled their 
faces and covered their feet, as they saw Him 
upon the throne, high and lifted up, His train 
filling the temple. His very majesty and glory 
causing the posts of the house to tremble .. 
Think of that same divine Person humbling
Himself even unto the death of the cross, and 
there exclaiming, " I am a worm and no man.''" 
The guiltless dying for the guilty. 

THE SINLESS ONE MADE SIN 

for sinful man·; yea, brought into the "dust of 
death" to suffer in our stead. To suffer from 
the hands of a holy God, as well as at the.
hands of guilty, rebellious man, and from Satan 
and his infernal hosts. The man who was; 
afflicted by heaven, earth, and hell, and whose: 
sorrow was unparalleled. He was pre-eminently 
'' the Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.',. 

The purple presents Christ to us in another 
aspect, namely, as the Royal One. It was a 
purple robe which the soldiers put upon Jesus,. 
when with impious hands they dared to put the: 
crown of thorns upon His sinless brow, and 
then bow the knee before Him, saying,. 
" Hail, King of the Jews ! ·" · (Mark xv. I 8.) 
thus setting at nought His royal rights, His. 
kingly glory. Purple is a combination of the 
two former colours; a mingling together of the: 
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blue and scarlet. Does not this tell us that He 
who was the Heavenly One upon earth, and 
the Suffering One upon the cross, is yet to be 
the Reigning One upon the throne? The 
kingdom belongs to Him by birth ; the crown 
.is His by promise. The· angelic message - to 
Mary was, "That Holy Thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son of God." 
Again, " and the Lord God shall give unto 
Him the throne of His father David; and He 
shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of His kingdom there shall be no end." 
Then in Matthew we have His pedigree traced 
back to David, proving Him to be David's Son, 
and as such the legal heir to David's throne. 

Although the nation refused Him His royal 
rights, saying, "We will not have this man to 
reign over us!" "W ahave no king but Cresar ! ,, 
and pul Him upon the cross instead of upon 
the throne ; yet, even there, amidst the ignominy 
and shame of " Golgotha," God will have the 
purple colour displayed, the kingly glory of 
His beloved Son declared. Pilate wrote the 
superscription, and placed it upon the cross 
over His head, ''Jesus of Nazareth, the King 
of the Jews." The Jews objected to the 
writing, but Pilate remained firm, saying, 
"' What I have written, I have written!" it was 
un·alterable, because God's hand was in it, 
though Pilate may or may not have known it. 
I love to sit down by faith under the very 
sh�dow of that cross, and ponder over those 
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two titles. ".Jesus of Nazareth," His title in 
His humiliation ; " the King of the Jews," His; 
title in His exaltation, pointing on to the. 
coming millennial glory of the Lord Jesus. 
Christ. These two titles tell me that the same 
shoulder which bore the cross to the place 
called " Calvary," is yet to bear the govern
ment, not only of the Church now, and of 
Israel by and bye, but of the world too event
u�lly. That very brow wreathed with thorns, 
will yet be encircled with many diadems. 
Tha.t same hand pierced and nailed to yonder 
cross, .is yet to hold the reins of government, 
and weild the sceptre of power. The same: 
Jesus of whorp. Jew and ·Gentile said, "Away 
with H-im, cruci.fy Him 1" is yet to be called 
blessed by all nations. He who was cast. out 
of the world as not fit to live, will yet have 
dominion from sea to sea, and from the ·river 
unto the ends of the earth. 

The .fine-twined linen is a type. of Christ as. 
the Holy, the Spotless One, declared such by 
heaven, earth and hell, during His sojourn 
here. Gabriel foretold it to Mary when he 
said, '' That Holy Thing which shall be born of 
thee, shall be called the Son of God." The 
Father. bore testimony to the same glorious. 
fact. As He looked down from heaven and. 
beheld Christ on Jordan's bank, �nd on Ta
bor's height, He said: "This is my beloved. 
Son, in whom (and with whom) I am well 
pleased." God's holy eyes could and did pierce 
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Him through and through, yet He found every
thing according to His own holy mind and 
will. The demons in one had to bear testin1ony 
to Him, saying, " I know Thee who Thou art 
the Holy One of God." Man's testimony was 
to the same effect. The officers who were sent 
to arrest Him returned saying, "Never man 
spake like this man." Judas Iscariot, who knew 
Him so intimately, having been with Him in pub
lic and in private for three years, had sat at the 
same table and watched Him closely; he had. 
carried the bag, and possibly. knew many 
private· matters which none of the other dis
ciples knew, yet he had to confess, '' I have 
betrayed innocent blood .. " 

:Pilate's wife, too, was troubled in her sleep• 
on account of Jesus, and- besought her husband 
"to hav.e nothing to do with that just man." 
Sq with J:>il?,te himself, who sat upon the-
judgment seat anq heard the witnesses give: 
their evidence against Him, after he had �X-·

amined and cross-examined . them, -exclaimed,, 

"I .FIND NO FAULT IN HIM." 

Yet he delivered Him to be crucified. The: 
centurion, also, who harl charge of the execution,, 
heard the dying cry of Jesus and beheld that 
sacred head bow in deatp, . exclaimed, "Truly· 
this was a righteous �an." Four or five times: 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews, the Holy Ghost 
assures us "He was without spot.'' "Holy, 
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners;"' 
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His glory as the Cre�tor of all things ; but in 
Revelation v., a higher note is struck; a sweeter. 
song is sung; an anthem of adoration is heard � 
"Thou art worthy, ... for Thou wast slain, and. 
hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood ; " 
this the redeemed only can sing, but all in. 
heaven, on earth, and in the sea, join in. 
one unanimous chorus of praise to Him who 
sits upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for· 
�ver and ever. 

Between the gate and the corner of the court,. 
on either side were three pillars. (Exodus xxvii .. 
14, 15.) The number three in Scripture sets forth 
de[!,th and resurrection. It was the third day when 
God said, " Let the dry land appear, and bring_ 
forth fruit." Jonah was three days and three 
njghts in the fish's belly, which doubtless taught 
him the truth of death and resurrection. So, 
the Son of man was three days and three nights 
in the heart of the earth, ere the bands of death 
were burst ; He then came forth as the mighty 
Victor over death hell and the grave, having 
spoiled principalities and powers, making a 
shew of them openly, and holding in His hand 
the key_s of hades and of death, and setting 
before us an open door which, thank God, none 
can close. Just as every one that went into the 
Tabernacle must pass between these three pil
lars on either side, so all who come unto God 
now, can only do so by means of, and upon the 
ground of the death and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Not upon the ground .of 
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creature merit; nor by our own good deeds or 
religious acts, (good as they may be in their 
place), but solely upon the ground of the 
finished work of Christ and His resurrection 
from the tomb. This is the proof that God has 
accepted t.he work of Jesus ·accomplished upon 
the cross. Hence, the Apostles went forth 
preaching "-Jesus and the Resurrection." Paul's 
Gospel was, " Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures ; that He. was buried, and 
that He rose again the third day according to 

e Scriptures;" and the language of faith is, 
" The Son of God loved me, and gave Himself 
for me; "He was delivered for our offences, and 
raised again for our justification." Mark, too,.

the word of divine assurance: "Verily, Verily, 
I say unto you, he that heareth my word, and 
oelieveth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but 
is passed from death unto life." 

By faith we enter within the gate, passing 
between the three pillars on either side, and we 
notice that in front, and on every side is 

THE COURT 

of fine-twined linen. (Exodus xxvii. 9-15.) 
The worshipper inside the court was surrounded 
by the white, fine�twined linen, on his way to 
•the dwelling-place of God. "The fine linen is
the Righteousness of Saints." Thus the Court
seems to set' forth the believer's fitness for the.
Divine Presence, a foreshadowing of the glo-·



28 LECTURES ON THE TABERNACLE. 

rious truth which the apostle writes to the 
saints at Colosse: "Giving thanks unto the 
Father, which hath n1ade us meet to be par
takers of the inheritance of the saints in light." 

Observe, he does not say, God is making us 
meet; rior, that He will n1ake us meet; but He 
liatli n1ade us meet. to tread the courts, and to 
enter into His holy presence. rhe Lord could 
and did take the dying thief from the place of 
death and shame, straight into the Paradise of 
God. The prophet Isaiah similarly exclaims, 
"He hath covered me with the robe of righteous
ness." Jeremiah, too, boasts in the title given 
to Christ, "Jehovah Tsidkenu,-the Lord our 
Righteousness." Joshua, ·the high priest was 
first stripped of his filthy garments, then 
cleansed, clothed°, and crowned, ana so made 
flt to walk the courts of Jehovah's house. 
(Zech. iii.) In the touching story of Luke xv., 
we have the father's command to the servant, 
" Bring forth the besf robe and put it on him ; 
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet ; " the poor prodigal ·could th us enjoy his 
father's presence, and be happy at his table, be
cause made meet for the place. " God hath 
made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin ; 
that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him." "Christ is made unto us wis
dom, righteousness, sanctific.ation. and· redemp
fion; " so that God now views the believer as 
" Accepted in the $on-of His l9ve. ,,, " Complete 
in Him." "As He is, ·so' are we in this world." 
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We may learn a lesson from the pillars 
which upheld the fine-twined linen curtain, 
namely, the responsibility of the child of God i� 
this present world. As those pillars lifted up 
that white curtain to the gaze of those outside, 
so the believer should seek to live for Christ; 
that the life of Christ might be reproduced in 
his life. Each of these pillars was based upon 
a socket of brass and filleted with 'silver. So 
with the Christian, he stands between the cross 
and the glory, the latter soon to_ be revealed . 
. He builds for eternity upon Christ the only 
foµnqation, and looks for the glory to come. 
Between these two points-the cross and the 
glory-he i� left to witness for his Lord, in the 
place of His .rejection, which gives a wilder
ness experience to those who faithfully follow 
=1f im. It is a dry and thirsty land to the divine 
�ife; there is no water, nor anything in the world 
that is conducive to refreshment of s_oul or 
helpful to the new man. 

But, thank God,. all ot1r springs are in Him 
from. whom all blessings flow. Christ is ever-' 
living to represent us before the face of God, 
and has left us here to represent Him before 
a .Christless world. 

We .are to exalt the anti-type of the fine-linen 
curtain, '·' Christ the Righteous One." Hence, 
Paul says, "For .�e to live is Christ." " Christ 
shall be ·magnified in my bqdy." J esu� 
filled his vision and r_avished his heart, cqn.
sequently Christ was magnified in his life here 



JO LECTURES ON THE TABERNACLE. 

below. We too, beloved Christian reader, 
are ambassadors for Christ. May we ever seek 
to live for Him who died an.cl lives for us . 

. 

DISCIPLE ALL NATIONS . 

The pillars upholding the curtain around the 
court were kept upright by means of" cords 
and pins"; these represent divint support in our 
testimony and service for Christ. \Ve mighf 
exclaim, " Who is sufficient for these things ! �;, 
But faith replies, " Our sufficiency is of God." 
"' Behold my Servant, whom I uphold," is

the language of Jehovah respecting His Son. 
And the Holy Ghost through Peter·says, we are 
" kept by the power of God. u The Lord Jesus
also when He first sent forth His disciples 
{Matthew xxviii.) 'to preach the Gospel to all 
nations, assured them that " all power " was 
given unto Him in heaven and in earth; 
then follows the command' : " Go ye therefore, 
and make Christians of all nations ·&c." They 
were to go forth into service in the full con
sciousness of His Omnipotence, and in the sweet 
realisation of the all-gracious promise, " Lo, 
I am ,vith you alway. " If God be for us, and 
,Christ is with us, a!!d the Holy Spirit within us, 
'" Who can be against us? H The servc3;nt is thus 
strengthened� sustained . and cheered, to go .._on 
,witnessin'g a good confession for His Lord. an,il 
-Master, seeking faithfully and continually to
•represent ·Him here below, during the interval of
the cross and _tlie glory. 
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The Socinian makes a fatal mistake by deny
in·g the divinity of Christ, ignoring His atoning 
·death, and believing only in the blameless life
of the Lord Jesus, and in his own strength
:seeking to follow Christ in that spotless life.

It is as though he cast away the brazen socket 
upon which the pillar was. based, and the silver 
·fillet wherewith it was crowned. He robs the
poor sinner, trusting in Christ as his Saviour,
of the only foundation upon which hecan build
with safety and certainty for the future; the
only ground upon which the guilty can stand
-in the presence of a sin-hating God; he �lso
robs Christ of the glory of redemption ··giv€}Il
to Him, and which will be the saints· sweetest
'Song in His presence above. If we would
have the glory of the kingdom, we must have
the cross at Calvary. No cross, no crown. Be
tween the two� we. can imitate in measure
-the spotless life, and holy walk of the only
perfect Man that ever lived, as set forth in type
in the fine-twined linen curtain.

Rationalism would give us a Christ without 
a cross; while ritualism would give us a cross 
without a Christ ; but the great Apostle of the 
Gentiles delighted to preach 

"JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED." 

The One who glorified God in His sinless life 
on earth, and who died and finished the work 
which His I;ather gave Him to do both in life 
and in death, and who is alive again for ever-
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more, is the only sure foundation; it will 
rem·ain unmoved when the dissolution of the 
present order of things shall come. God will 
shake, not the earth only, but also heaven_. 
cc Th� heavens shall pass away with a great noise

,.

and the elemen.ts shall melt with fervent heat ; 
the earth also, and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up." But that. which is based 
upon Christ's finished work ·cannot be shaken:. 
It will remain undisturbed amid the crash of 
wodds ; empires will totter, thrones fall, and 
dynastie� pas� away, but this foundation will 
stancl fast notwithstanding a convulsed creation, 
a terror stricken .universe, the melti:r;ig heavens 
and a burning earth, and the conflagration of 
all things. · Happy are they who can nc>w sing, 

"On Ch�ist, the solid Rock, I stand. 

All ot�er ground is sinking sand." 
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LECTURE II. 

THE BRAZEN ALTAR. 

D
HIS was the piece of furniture stand
ing next to the gate, on the way to the: 
tent in which the God of Israel dwelt. 

It seems to set forth in unmistakeable lan
guage, the death of Ch"rist which is God's. 
rich provision for · meeting all our need a� 
sinners. It reveals some of the mighty myster
ies of the cross of Christ, which we sh�ll be: 
learning in the glory. The brazen altar was, 
the place to which the animals were brought for-· 
sacrifice; the victim was fastened with cords to
the horns thereof ; the offerer then laid his. 
hand upon · its head, implying identification,. 
and to which the well' known hymn refers. 

"My faith would lay her hand, 
On that dear head of thine_; 

\Vhile like a. penitent I stand, 
And there con£ ess my sin. " 

The priest then took the sacrificial knife,,, 
and plunged its glittering blade into the vitals: 
of the-animal, a:nd put it back into its sheath,. 
after having done its deadly work. The offerer-
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. stood• by and beheld his substitute bleeding 
-and dying . in his stead. The priest then 
.laid the body of the victim upon the fire on the 
altar, where it was consumed, and from it ascen
•ded a sweet savour unto the Lord. The ascend
:ing flame told the offerer of its acceptance; 
and the ashes beneath the altar told him of a 

-finished work. The fire fed upon the sacrifice,
•consuming all._. t¾e�� ·wa_s to consume ; conse
quently, there was no fire, no judgment for th.e

a.4:ff�r�r; he had a substitute in his offering.
In this -our �inds are carried on to the 

.anti-type, the dying Lamb· of God. The death 
9£. Christ .is called in holy Scripture, "that 
�sight,:" as, though it threw all other sights 
�entir-ely· info.the shade. It was a sight witnessed 
l:>y .. God, angels, men and devils. A scene in 
which Heaven,.'.Earth ·and H,ell took part. The 
-:wonder· of, the· whole universe! The Son of 
.. G.od, the. Author' 0f all �hings, and .the divinely 
jppoint�d Heir of all things, dying a malefactor's 
--<le?,th upon the cross! There justice unsheathed 
_her· �.word,· and sheathed it again. God's i�
·flexible holiness was vindiGated; the fire of
His wrath descended and spent itself upon the
.sinner's Substitute. There the life-blood was
:poured out, and has tor ever met Jehovah's high
.,est claims and.our deepest need. Satisfying the
-�hrone of God, and p�rging the conscience. of the
-4?e,lie_ving sinner, speaking peace, re�t and joy to
-.his troubled heart. · (Heb. ix. ·14; Eph. v. 2 :;

•.Gal. ii. 20.)
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The altar too was a type of Christ,'' for every 
whit of it uttereth His glory." It was made of 
shittim wood, and overlaid with brass. The 
wood w�s a type of the humanity of Christ. The 
body that was prepared for Him by God ; ac-
cording to Heb. x. The shittim wood is often 
called "incorruptible wood" on account of its 
,endurable nature; and would thus set forth in a 
strikingway, the incorruptibility of Christ'sflesh. 

In Psalm xvi. ro, we -read, "Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in Hell, neither wilt thou suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption." The apos
tle Peter quoted this very Scripture on the day of 
Pentecost, and proved by surrounding facts 
that David did not speak of himsel( when he 
wrote those words, but looked on to the Lord 
Jesus, who died and r�se again,. and whose flesh 
-saw no corruption. (Acts. ii. 31 ; xiii. 37.)

The body was taken down from the cross, and 
buried by Joseph of Arimathea in his own new 
tomb, where it remained three days, and there 
was no sign of corruption. In contrast to the 
body of Lazarus in John xi, of which poor weep
�ng, broken-hearted Martha sa-id, " Lord by 
this time he stinketh, for he hath been dead four 
days.'' 

I have been told,that shittim wood is a very· 
1f ltite wood. If so, how suggestive of the spot
lessness of Christ's flesh, called by_ Gabriel be
�ore His birth, " That holy thing;" and ever:i in 
death still termed by the Holy Spirit of God, 
"' God.'s �oly One." (Luke i. 35; Acts ii. 27.) 



36 LECTURES ON THE TABERNACLE. 

He knew no sin ; He did no sin ; and in Him 
. 

was no sin. 
The brass overlaying the shittim wopd, was; 

capable of enduring the fire upon the altar; and 
was doubtless a type of 

DIVINE RIGHTEOUSNESS 

meeting . the claims of God, and setting forth 
Christ in His divine nature, as the only One who, 
was able to stand in the sinner's stead, be con
sumed by divine justice, and yet endure the fire 
of God's wrath against sin. As God scanned 
creation He saw none capable of accomplishing· 
this mom�ntous work, except His own beloved 
Son. If sinners were to be saved, Christ must 
die; and "God so loved the world that ·He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever: 
believeth in Him should not perish but have 
evererlasting life." "-He that spared not His. 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,·" 
dealing with the sinless One, as though He had 
been the· actual sinn et. 

' . 

Such is the glorious message coming from the 
throne and heart of God, to the ear and heart 
of the sinner. 

" Gou to spare His enemies, 

He wonld not �pare His Son,'' 
I • 

The sinner's substitute must be divine. The 
sacrifice for sins must be of infinite. value •. 

. 

. 

The surety must be competent to undertake 
and willing to 2:ccomplish. this stµpendous workn 
An angel would not suffice; neither Cheruoim 
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nor Seraphim could avail; the highest order 
-0f all created intelligence could not satisfy the 
•claims of God's throne. For this reason: they
have each received their life from God, the
Source of life, and they hold that life in depend
•ence upon Him;" for by Him all things consist;"
nor could they freely and sinlessly leave ·their
own estate; and the work o� redemption must be
the voluntary act of a free agent. Christ alone
,could undertake the work. This he did, and faith
beholds J ehovah-:J esus, who is, "Emmanuel,
,God with us," God incarnate and Man divine·:
the eternal, the uncreated, the self-existing One,
Jehovah's fellow; co-equal and co-eternal with
the Father. In person distinct, in -Godhead one.

Hence, we hear Him saying, "Lo, I come to
,do Thy will, 0 God." "I lay down my life
that I may take it again. No man taketh it
:from me but I lay it down of myself. I have
_povyer to lay it down and I have power to take
· it again." The life-giver and the life-sustainer
-offers Himself through the eternal Spirit

WITHOUT SPOT TO GOD. 

He thus becomes" the Mediator between God 
a.nd men, the Man Christ Jesus." The divine 
Days-·man, who is able to lay His hand upon the 
throne of the majesty in the Heavens, and sat
isfy all its righteous requirements ;· He also is 
able to lay His hand upon the sinner, take his 
place in death, and become responsible for 
all his liabilities ; and then by His Almighty, 
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resurrection power, raise the believing sinner 
from his condition of being dead in sin, and 
from the depths of his degradation and ruin, and· 
place him in the full sunshine of God's presence. 
The Holy Ghost sent down from Heaven now

proclaims forgiveness of sins through His Name 
declaring that God is just, and the justifier of the 
ungodly sinner who believes in Jesus. Mercy 
and truth have met together; righteousness 
and peace have kissed each other at the cross 
of Christ. There we behold "God is Light,"' 
and " God is love." 

Had God banished sinners from His presence, 
and swept His enemies into perdition, where 
should we have seen His mercy ? Where would 
have been the proof that "God is love ? " Or, 
suppose he had lightly passed over sin, and had 
taken sinners into His·dwelling-place apart from 
atonement, where would have been His justice? 
Or where should we read that " God is Light ? 

But at Calvary we behold justice satisfied, 
infinite love displayed, and God's holy character 
vindicated; so that without any violation of His 
character, in perfect harmony with all His at
tributes, He can now �ay, "Thy sins are forgiven 
t�ee, go in peace." "Their sins and iniquities 
will I rem em her no more. " 

Then observe the words, " Hollow with 
boards shalt thou make it." (Exodus xxvii. 8.) 
�his is a striki�g foreshadowing of Him who 
emptied Himself. (Phil. ii. 6-8. Revised 
Version.) In this- Scripture, the Holy Ghost 
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traces the path of the Lord Jesus from the· 
highest place in glory, step by step, to the-. 
lowest place on earth, " even the death of the 
·cross." He was everything, yet He became
nothing. " Ye know• the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, (the.
Author and Possessor of all things) yet for
your sakes He became poor, that ye through
His poverty might be rich." (2 Cor. viii. g.)
We have but to trace His history in the world
as recorded in the four Gospels, to see some
thing of the depths of His poverty. Think of
His birth ! Of whom was He born ? Not of
some family of distinction in Palestine, but of
� poqr virgin --:who had to bring the lowest
sacrifice in valu� thQ.t the Levitical law allowed.
Nevertheless, He was the Mighty God, the.
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Then
think of the ·place in which He was born.
Not in a palace, or even at the leading inn,
but laid in a manger. During His earthly·
Cf1.reer, did He ascend higher in the world's.
social scale � Nay, He Himself said, "Foxes.
�ave holes and the birds of the air have nests,
but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His.
head ; " although the heavens and the earth
had been created by Him, and for Him. We
behold H-im sitting at Sychar's well with weary,
dusty feet, .asking for a drink of wate� from the
poor Sa:rµaritc1n woman: which He does not
appear to. have received from her; yet in that
thirsty, .tired traveller, faith sees the One who.
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. measures the vast oceans in the hollow of His 
hand . 

. Again, such was His poverty, that when the 
tax-gatherer demanded payment for Himself 

,and Peter, they.had not half-a-crown wherewith 
to pay the tribute. On another occasion, also, 
when the Jews were seeking to entangle Him 
in His talk, they put the question to Him, " Is 
it right to pay tribute to Ccesar or not ? " He 
had to borrow a penny. 

"BRING ME A PENNY," 
:said the peerless, blessed Son of God. They 
brought Him a penny, and He answered their 
-question. ·The One to -whom ,the gold and
:silver, and the cattle upon a thousand hills
belong, so completely emptied Himself, that He
.had, not a penny in His possession.

His earthly career was closed by His dying 
-upon the cross ; suspended between earth and
-heaven as fit for neither; cast out of the world
His· -hands had made; and when dead they
buried Him in a borrowed grave. But why this
profound humiliation? What mean-s· this deep
poverty ?' The inspired ans�er is, " that we
·through His poverty ·might be rich;" that
·we might be blessed with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in Him, and that believers
:might be 'made the children· of God ; and if
,children, then heirs, heirs ofGod and j0int-heirs
·with ·Christ, who is Heir of all ·things. Well
:may the Apos'tle exclaim, " All things-ate yours·;
.:artd •ye ate Ch-rist's ; arid Christ -is •God!s·.''
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Exactly half ,vay up the brazen altar, was a 
grating of brass. (Exodus xxvii. 4. 5.) The 
height of the altar being three cubits; The gra� 
ting therefore would be one cubit and a half high. 
This was the exact height of the ark and mercy
seat which stood inside the Holiest of all, and 
formed Jehovah's throne in the midst of Israel. 
This teaches us that the sacrifice upon the 
altar ·was adequate to the throne of God inside. 
So with the finished work of Christ" upon the 
cross, it is equal to all the claims of a thrice Holy 
God upon the throne above. Hence, the force 
of the dying cry of Jesus, " It is finished." Sin 
was judged, Sat�n silenced, and salvation ob
tained. Afonen1ent was made; the n1ighty 
work of redeinption was accomplished, and a 
blood-bought pardon procured. Now God's 
love and grace can flow forth without hindrance 
to a poor, guilty, dying world. 

This may be set forth in the brazen grating 
of the altar, being on a level with the top of 
the table of shewbread, ·which stood inside the 
Holy place. Both were a cubit and a half high. 

The death of Jesus becomes the channel of 
all our blessings, whether spiritual or temporal. 
We owe all we have in ti1ne, and all we shall be 
in Eternity to Christ and His finished work. 

"There is not a gifb His hand be3tows, 
But cost His heart a groan.,, 

The capacity of the altar suited all who came. 
It was large eno�gh to receive the rich man's 
bullock, as well as the poor man's lamb, or the 
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very po9r person's turtle doves. The altar, re
ceived the one as well as the other, and caused 
each to ascend up as a savour of rest unto the 
Lord. These different grades of offerings, all 
set forth in type the same mighty sacrifice at 
Calvary. Christ was the anti-type of the bullock, 
of the lamb, and of the turtle doves. The 
different offerings may also set forth the dif
ferent measure of faith among believers. One 
Christian is very rich in faith, and _is able to 
gra�p the death of Christ in its higher aspect; 
another has a very feeble apprehension of the 

THE WORK OF SALVATION. 

But it is blessed to know, that it is not the 
,neasure of our faith which saves us·, but the ob._ 
ject of faith-the Lord Jesus Christ. The bruised 
reed will He not break; neither will He quench 
the smoking flax. His promise has never been 
cancelled, nor once broken. " Him that cometh 
to Me, I will in no wise cast out." It may 
be the Centurion in Matt. viii. 8-10, whose faith 
was so strong that the Lord Himself spoke 
of it ;· or the feeble touch of the poor trembling 
w·oman with the issue of blood in Mark v. 25 ; 
both get the desired blessing, because both lai� 
hold by faith of the same divine person. The 
two staves whereby the brazen altar was carried, 
may set forth tho?e two glorious truths which are 
ours in Christ. 

We are reconciled by His death, and ac·cepted 
by God in His glorious Person. " Accepted in 
the B·eloved." 
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When journeying, the altar·was covered with 
a pu,rple covering, over which was placed the 
out?ide covering of badger skin. (Num. iv. r3, 
14-) This was the only piece of furniture which 
was wrapped in the...royal colour; and shews us. 
how closely connected ar� the sufferings of Christ, 
with the glory soon to be revealed. He who 
suffered unto death, is yet to reign as King of· 
kings, and rule as Lord of lo(ds. Even when 
hanging in shame upon the cross,. the penitent 
thief saw by the eye of faith, the purple covering, 
the royal glory of Jesus, and cried, " Lord re
member me when Thou comest into thy king-. 
<lorn." If He has ·a kingdom, He must be a king. 
If was this the dying-thief doubtless saw ; anq.. 
that He woµld also take possession of the 
Kingdom, in resurrection. Whereas, the other 
thief only saw the outside covering, the badger 
skin, which speaks of what Christ was, and is 
still, f o the world. 

The -impenitent thief only saw Jesus as � 
fellow-s·ufferer, dying the death- of a malefactor 
and dared to join with the ungodly mob in rail
i1�g and heaping their taunts and jeers upon 
Him, and casting sceptical . questions in His 
teeth. Faith pierces beneath the badger skin 
covering, and beho�ds the _purple _cloth around 
the Altar of Sacrip.ce. By faith the-believer sees 
ill- that O!]-e, "whose visage was marred more 
±1?-an any man's, and his form more th.an the sons 
-0f men," th<=: b�ightness of God's glory, the ex
press image of His person, and who will yet take,
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as the glorified risen, Son of Man, everything 
that He created as Son of God. In that day 
His brow will be encircled with many diadems, 
and a restored creation will be blessed beneath 
His peaceful, beneficent reign. 

THE BRAZEN LAVER 

stood next in approaching the Tabernacle, 
the account of which we have-in Exodus xxx. 

If we behold in the brazen altar the rich 
provision which God has made for us as 
sinners, we see in the brazen la ver, the rich, 
the itnli1nited provision wh_ich He has made 
for His saved ones. In the former we behold 
Jesus dying to make us clean; and in the latter, 
we see Jesus living _to keep us clean. Over the 
first we see written, " without. shedding or blood 
is no remission of sins ;. " and over the second, 
"without holiness_ no man shall see the 
Lord." At the altar-we hear the words, " By 
one offering He hath.perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified; " and at the !aver we hear, 

"CHRIST LOVED THE CHURCH, " 

"and gave Himself for it ; that He might sanc-
tify and cleanse i.t·with the washing of water by 
the Word." First, dying to make us His, then 
living to make us. what He desires us to be, 
viz., "holy and without blame." 

The Laver was made expressly for those who 
trod Jehovah's courts, and who were privileged 
to.enter into His Sanctuary, -namely, the priest• 
ly house. God's command to such was, "· Aaron 
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and his sons shall wash their hands and their 
f�et thereat, when they come into the Taber
nacle, or when they come near to the altar to 
minister." There was a needs-be for this. 
Their feet ca1ne into continual contact with 
tlie sands of the desert ; and their hands became 
defiled in their daily work. So with God's 
priestly house to-day. Even those who have 
the wondrous privilege of entering into the 
Holiest of all are passing through this defiling 
scen·e, where there is so much to hinder their 
communion with God, and to defile their walk 
and to mar their service. '' For who can 
understand his errors ! Cleanse Thou me 
from secret faults." 

Here is the need of continually judging our 
walk and 'ways ; yea, and our very ser�ice for 
God (for how much of self-seeking and of 
self-glorying there is mixed up with it)" in the 
light of His Holy presence, and by His unerring 
word of Truth. The child of God finds by 
bitter experience, that sin still dwells in Him, 
while he triuJ;Uphs· in the fact that there are no 
sins upon Hi1n. That whilst he has no more 
conscience of sins, their is a continual conflict 
with sin. For that which is born of the flesh 
is flesh unto the end ; and in it dwelleth 
no good thing. He is not in the flesh, but the 
flesh is in him; it is this which causes the 
warfare between the flesh and the Spirit, be
tween the old nature and th� new ; but he has 
no license to sin, nor to live after the flesh. 
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The Apostl� John says, "My little Children� 
t4ese thing§ write I unto you that ye sin not.,, 
" If ye live after the flesh ye shall die." 

DEAD UNTO SIN. 

In God's account we have died unto sin in 
Christ; now we have to reckon ourselves to 
�ave died; and t� mortify the members of our 
body; so that by the Almighty power of the in
dwelling Spirit, we may keep the flesh beneath 
our foot of f�ith, overcome the world, and be able 
to stand against all the wiles of the wicked One. 
And having done alL w� are still to stand with 
�ur faces to the foe, neve� to lay aside the armour, 
but watch unto prayer lest we. enter into: 
temptation. We are still in an enemy's country; 
we have a treacherous f9e withi!l,, ·and a host of 
powerful foes arouD:d. 'the fle�h is ever seeking 
to defile, and the world to allure us from Christ;. 
and the devil! is ever· watching to. trip us up. 

How_ often_ in our best. service for God, we 
become ,defiled through pride and folly. What 
self-se�king -and self-pleasing. H�w much of 
self is �ixed up with our holiest acts; so that. 
we sometimes have to loathe ourselves, and 
repent in dust and ashes. What sin we find 
when we come into God's light: sins of omission 
as well as sins of commission ; sins of ignoranc� 
as well as those of. which we . are conscious. 
Hence the need of the· provision that God has 
made for u·s during our pilgrimage. When in His 
pr_esence above, we shall have no need of the 
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laver, because the street is of gold, and we shall 
be made physically like unto the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in whom sin never was nor ever can be. 
Thus we find the sea of glass in Rev. iv, tell
ing us of a state of fixed purity, where sin and 
defilement are not known. 

THE LAVER. 

The Laver was made of the looking-glasses 
of the women, (which was a polished metal) 
and would therefore reveal_any defilement with
out when the priest stood before it; while the 
water inside would remove whatev�r spqt or 
defilement might be found. The former seems 
to set forth Christ as the Living, the Eternal 
Word : the living expression of the mind and 
will of God. The latter w:ould typify th! written
Word, by which our walk and ·ways are cle�nsed 
day by day. As we test our lives, try our 
thoughts, words and d�eds, by the first, we see 
how far short of God's standard we come; how 
unlike ,ve are to the perfect Pattern. What 
failure! what folly! what sins are discovered! 
We are so unlike Jesus in our private life, in the 
family circle, in the Chur�h of God, and in the 
world. 

Then as we come to the second, we see God's 
gracious resource, whereby every thing that 
would hinder our communion, or that would 
cloud our vision, or mar our service, n1ay be 
righteously put �way. "If we confess our 
-sins, He is faithful and. just_ to f_orgive us our
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sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous
ness.'.' And' again: "Wherewithal shall a young 
man cleanse his way ? By taking heed thereto 
according to Thy vVord." 

. There are no din1ensions gf ven to the Brazen 
Laver. Every omission in God'·s Word is not 
without significance. The more we ponder 
over the Oll)issions, and the additions, and the 
variations, in Holy Scripture, the more ar.e we 
convinced of its Divine authenticity; and have 
to exclaim over and over again, "This is the 
finge:r of God." The lesson· ·which I believe 
the Holy Ghost would teach us by this omission 
-is that God's provision for His people while
passing through this contan1inating world is
1tnli11iited. Simon Peter thought that he might
limit forgiveness to seven times a day, yvhereas
the Lord multiplied .it by seventy. "Seventy
times seven," said Jesus, that is four hundr�d
and ninety times in one day: perfection multi
plied by perfection.

DIVINE FORGIVENESS. 

This is the principle upon which God deals 
with His poor tried and failing $ain ts. He is 
never weary of their cries, and never turns 
a deaf ear to their �onfessions of sin and failu;re, 
when those confessions come from a broken 
heart, and a contrite spirit. The moment D_avid 
frankly confessed his sin, he had the word of 
assuran�e from t_he prophet's lips, "The Lord 
hath put away thy sin." Directly Isaiah con-
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fessed his uncleanness in the light of the 
throne, then the seraph flew· to the altar for 
the live coal, applied it to his lips, and assured 
him, that his iniquity was taken away, and 
his sin purged. " Whoso confesseth and for
saketh his sin shall have m�rcy." 

THE TYPICAL CLEANSING, · 

T·he Laver is never 1nentioned without its 
foot. It stood upon a firm base, which was in
separable from itself, and may set forth· the 
atoning work of Christ as the foundation of his 
high priestly work. His work as- Advocate 
with the Father is based upon His sacrificial 
work. His ·work before the Throne of God ·now, 
is consequent upon His finished work upon 
the Cross. "Christ loved the Church and-gave 
Himself for it;" and now He lives" to sanctify 
and cleanse it by the washing of ·water by· the 
Word." In John xiii, we have the paschal lamb 
upon the table, which was a· type of Christ's 
death ; then He· rises from supper and com
menced in figure His high priestly. service by 
stooping to wash the feet of His disciples. Peter 
refuses to allow his Lord t� do such a menial 
act for Him, but was gently reminded by C!lrist 
that unless such ,vas the case, he could have no 
part with Him. Observe, the Lord did not say, 
"thou hast no part in me," bl?,t, "if I wash thee 
not thou hast no part with me." The thought is 

COMMUNION, AND NOT UNION, 

Then Peter said, "Lord_, not n1y feet only, hqt 
also my hands and my head." Wash me all 
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over, ba�he me. Again, the Lord tenderly cor
·rects him by saying;'' He that is bathed needeth
_not save to -wash his feet, but is clean every
whit." He had been bathed once, and that. cl.Ct
could never be repeated; just as the priestly 
house had been bathed with water on the day 
of their Consecration to the priestly office, which 
act was never repeated. Yet they were to ·con-

-stantly wash tq.eir hands and feet at the !aver.
It v1as so with the disciples in our Lord's day,
and is so with the. Christian still. He has been
bathed, and made whiter than snow; washed
from his sin, and . made a p,riest unto Go·d ;
the blood of Christ has perfectly cleansed him,
so that God can say, "There is no spot in
thee." .The feet. only now need to be washed:
he is clean every whit.

Again, we have in this condescending act of
the Lord Jesus an example for us as Christians.
And what an example ! He, in the full con
sciousness of His divine origin, and of H-is hea:

venly destiny; as the One who came from God,
and who was going to God ; and in the full
realization that all things were given into His
hands, as the appointed· Heir of all things, laid
a�ide His garments, and stooped and washed
their feet. Alas ! how unlike Jesus we often
are in this respect. How we have sought to
p�t on the official robes, when we have. at
tempted to wash our brethren's feet. We fail
to go in the meekness and gentleness of 0.ur
divine Master to restore those who have been
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erring and are out of the way; we often attempt 
to wash the defiled feet with a straight back►

and with unbended knee, censuring and re
buking as though we were perfection ; for
getting the exhortation, to pull out the beam 
fi-om our own eye, before we seek to re
move the mote from our brother's eye. Not 
considering that we may be tempted ourselves,. 
if not in the same way as that poor erring
broth�r, or failing sister, probably in many other 
ways. Or perhaps worse still, instead of trying
to wash the defiled feet, we have spoken of it to 
all we have conversed with. 

Dear child of God, these things ought not 
so to be. It is not the way of the perfect 
Example in John xiii. Let us always seek
to imitate the divine Pattern more; let us lay 
aside the garments, and on bended.knee in God's. 
presence, make our brother's sin our own and 
our sister's failure our. failure; knowing that 
whatever affect� the members here, affects the: 
Head in heaven, and therefore it must concern 
us as m�mbers. of the body of Christ. In_ 
spirituality of mind,· and in' tenderness of spirit,, 
we are to restore the ··orie that ha s been over--
taken in a fa.ult, or has given way to sin. 

We are also prone to forget that the Lord 
Jesus had a towel as well as a ba?on. ·He did 
not leave their feet wet an·d uncomfortable, but 
with tender, skilful ha:n,d He _wiped their feet 
with the towel wherewith He was girded. So
the Apostle exhorts the Corinthians, in his. 
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second epistle, to use the towel in the case of 
the one who had been put out of their midst in 
.the first epist

1

le ; and who had manifested 
Godly sorrow for his sin. There was rea1 
contrition of spirit, and brokenness of heart on 
.the part of .the offender ; therefore, the Apostle 
says to them, "Ye ought to forgive and to 
comfort such an one, lest he be swallowed up 
with overmuch sorrow." The first letter had 
been effectual in cleansing the assembly of the 
-defiled person, and of causing him to forsake
his sin, ; now they were to restore such an one
in the spirit of meekness.

BRAZEN ALTAR AND LAVER. 
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LECTURE III. 

THE TABERNACLE COVERINGS. 

mE are now come to the various cover
ings and curtains of the Tabernacle, 
" every whit of which uttereth His 

glory.'' We are privileged to go on learning 
more of Christ and beholding fresh beauties in 
His person. The desire of Paul the Apostle 
was, " that I may know Him, and the power of 
His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being made conformable unto His 
death." Again we 

0

have the exhortation of Peter 
to . the saints : '' Grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ." 

In connection with this part of our subject 
we consider first, the 

BADGER'S SKIN 

covering, which was the outside covering of the 
Tabernacle. (Exodus xxvi. 14.) Whatever ani
mal the badger was, the teaching of this out
side covering is not very difficult to decide .. 
It was a type of what Christ was to man; it 
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Tepresents the world's thoughts of God's beloved 
Son. There was nothing beautiful or attractive 
:in its appearance to the natural eye, as there 
would be nothing beautiful or attractive to the 
-eye of a stranger who beheld the dark 
�coffin-shaped structure in the wilderness. The 
.:priests knew that underneath were the lovely 
•coloured curtains. · But to the stranger there
was nothing but the badger's skin.

The Prophet Isaiah foretold in p1aintive,
touching words, that when man should se_e
Him, they would see no b�auty that they should
,desire Him. He _was � ho!-Ilel�$S stranger in
-the world His ha.rids had made; and was dis
<>.wned and rejected by- Israel. ·Those who
-ought.to have recognised Him as t·heir Messiah,
.s�w in· Him nothing more than " the carpen
ter'� Son." Jews and Gentiles conspired to get
rid of. Him. The story of His death and re
surrect.ion has no charm to clay to the world.;
the preaching of the cross is a stumbling block
to the Jew, qr the religious_ man,. _and foolishness
to the �reek, or the ·inteltectuq,l man. We are
tbld in this doubtful nineteenth century that
the doctrine of t}:ie blood suited a bygone bar�
ba.rous age. The Bible did 'very . well for a
.half-civilized state of society. But lo.ok at· the
-education and civilization of to-day ! Look
.a:t.the rapid strides made in knowledge! Think
-of our scientific . invention·s, our philosophy
.and .discoveries; we are far in advance of the
Bible; and we must keep pace with the times.

. . 



THE WORD REJECTED. 55 

The world still says, " We will not J1a ve this 
man to reign over us." He is still as the 
badger's· skin covering_ to the natural, unregen
erate man; but unto us who are saved He 
is " the power of God." Notwithstanding the 
world's rejection of Him, He:is raising sinners 
from the depths of degradation and .sin, and 
placing them in the highest heights, 1naking 
them one with Himself for ever. Faith ex
claims, He is altogether lovely, and the chief
est among ten thousand. " This is iny beloved, 
and this is my Friend." "Whom have I in hea
ven but thee ? and there is none upon earth that 
I desire beside thee." 

Beneath the Badger's skin we have the cover
ing of 

RAMS' SKINS 

dyed red, foreshadowing what Christ was to God. 
(Exodus xxvi. 14.) The ram was the animal 
selected by God to be killed when the priests 
were consecrated to their priestly office. Hav
ing been washed with water, they were arrayed 
in� their garments of glory and beauty; then 
the blood of the ram of consecration was 
applied to their ears, hands and feet. All their 
members were set apart for the service of God. 
Thus it was with the Lord Jesus when on earth. 
He was the consecrated One devoted to the 
work and will of God His Father. The One 
who set Himself apart for the service of God; 
dedicating every faculty, and using every mem
ber only for God; and of whom it is written 
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in the volume of the Book, "I delight to do thy 
will, 0 my God." 

He entered this world ';Vith one definite pur
pose, and went on in unreserved consecrated
ness, employing all His energy and powers in 
glorifying His Father upon the earth, where 
His holy Name had been so dishonoured, His 
clai1ns ignored, and His law broken. The first 
recorded utterance of Jesus in public is, " Wist 
ye not that I must be about my Father's busi
ness?'' He was found at the early age of twelve 
years in God's house, and occupied with God's 
service. He said to John the Baptist, when he 
hesitated to baptize Him, " Suffer it to be so 
now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righ
teousness." To His disciples He said, "My 
meat is. to do the will of Him that sent Me, and 
to- finish His work." When in the Garden of 
Gethsemane He exclaimed, " Not my will, but 
thine be done." "The cup which my Father 
hath given me, shall I not drink it ? " 

Nothing could turn Him back from the work 
He had undertaken. He could say before Hea
ven, earth and Hell, " I have glorified Thee on 
the earth; I have finished the work which Thou 
ga vest me to do." So devoted was He to the 
Father, and so consecrated to His service, that 
neither the agony in the garden, nor the cross 
with its thick darkness, and its unmeasured 
distance from God, its awful death, with all 
the powers of earth and hell combined, could 
hinder His progress, change His love, or thwart 
His purpose. 
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There were no din1ensions given for either of 
the coverings spoken of. From thi� we may 
learn that the infinite mind of God alone can 
fathom the profou:q.d depths of His humiliation� 
as set forth in the badger's skin ; or grasp the full 
nieasure of the devotedness of that heart which 
broke upon tl?-e cross in accomplishing the work 
He undertook, as set forth in the ram's skins 
dyed red. There are depths in the death of 
Christ which are far beyond our finite minds; 
there are heights in His love and grace which 
no human or angelic mind can ever reach ; no 
tongue can tell, nor pen de�cribe the glories of 
His person and work; His i� a peace. which 
passeth all understanding ; His love passeth 
knowledge, and His ·ways are past finding out. 

Beneath the ram's skins dyed red, were the 
goat's hair curtains, which reveal to us that

which Christ has done in its God-ward and man
ward aspects, namely, an atonftment. (Exodus 
xxvi. 7.) The goat was the animal chosen
to rriake reconciliation for the sins of the
people, on the -great day of Atonement.
(Lev. xvi.)

Two goats were brought unto the door 
of the Tabernacle, and lots were cast upon 
them, the Lord's lot fell upon one goat, 
and the ·people's lot upon the other. The 
one upon which Jehovah's lot fell was then 
killed, and the blood was carried by the 
high priest into the Holiest -of ·all, where he 
sprinkled it with his finger once upon the mercy-

E 
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seat, ·and seven times·befare it. Th_e priest then 
came out into the court, and took the other 
goat which was "for the people, and which was 
called the scape-goat, laid both his hands 
upon its head, and confessed over it all the 
iniquities, transgressions and sins of Israel. 
The live goat was then taken by the hand of a 
fit n:an, and led away into a land not inhabited, 
intg 

A LAND OU SEPARATION. 

We thus have the death of Christ set forth 
in its twofold aspect. The former. met Jehovah's 
claims, and the latter met the people's need .. 
�he blood of the slain goat told of substitution;
an innocent victim had died in the· stead of the
g1;1ilty, bearh1g the penalty of sin, which was
-death; the life was in the blood, and the blood
was sprinkled upon and before the mercy-seat.

The live goat typically took away upon its 
head all their sin, into a land where no one 
dwelt; consequently no one could find them, 
oi: bring them back. All 'Vere gone� and gone 
for ever. A type indeed of Him, " who bear 
our sins in His own body on the tree." Jep.ovah 
laid the iniquity of us all on Him, and he bore 
them away into the place of awful isolation. 
In bitterest agony upon the cross He said, "My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken me?,, 
It was in order that we might rejoice in the fact 
that our iniquity is taken away and our sin 
purged. " As fa.t as the east is from the west, so 
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far hath He removed our transgressions from 
us." They have been blotted out as a thick 
cloud; and cast into the depths of the sea, 
and God pledges His word, that He will re
member them no more. 

The goat was also selected by God as the 
animal to be killed for the daily sin offering ; 
also at the new moons, and on the great feast 
days in Israel. (N um. xx:viii, xxix.) The chief 
thought in these-goat's hair curtains seems to be 
atonement. 

THE ELEVEN CURTAINS. 

There were eleven. of these curtains, all of 
one width and length; five were coupled to
gether by themselves, and the other six were 
coupled together by themselves, forming· two 
sets. These two sets were then coupled to
gether by loops and fifty taches of brass. The 
two sets of curtains may have an allusion to 
God's holy law which was summed up by the 
Lord Jesus in two words : supreme love to 
God and perfect love to man; and dividing the 
law given at Sinai into two great parts, 
upon which hang all the law and the prophets. 

But we as sinners have failed in both parts. 
We have not loved God with�all our heart, and 
with all our soul, and with all our strength, and 
with all our mind ; neither have we loved our 
neighbour as ourselves. Yet this ·was God's 
perfect standard, and as we test ourselves by �t, 
how far short we con1e. It proves us guilty at 
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the �ba."r·bfJ ustice. We have broken the law, and 
therefore come' under its righteous condem
nation. Thank God, Jesus knew it all, and 
graciously under"too_k our.· case. He fulfilled 
the unbroken law in His holy life; and then 
made atonerhen·t for a broken law in His death. 
And h·a vihg magnified the law and mad� it 
honourable He delivers the believer from its 
curse, and becomes " the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that bel�eveth." 
The child of God has become dead to the law 
by the body of Christ, and is now married to 
another, even to Him who is raised from the 
dead, the result of which union enables him to 
bring forth fruit unto G·od. 

There were eleven of these curtains, but only 
ten commands iri God's law-not ten laws.

God gave but one law at Sinai, consisting of ten 
commands; whosoever kept the whole law and 
yet offended in one point, was guilty of all;

because there_ was but one law given, although 
that law was in ten parts. This eleventh cur
tain is very· suggestive. It had to be folded 
over, and placed over the door of the Tabernacle, 
so that the priest approaching the sanctuary 
might see it hanging over the entrance, and 
had to pass beneath it. As he did so, it would 
speak to him of plenteous redemption. 

It would tranquilize his conscience, and 
set· his heart at rest when in God's presence. 
So with the anti-type-the atoning work of 
Christ. There is such a power in His death, 
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and such efficacy in His blood, that God's high
est demands have been gloriously, and infinitely, 
and eternally satisfied, so that God can abun
dantly pardon the guilty; · and the pardoned 
sinner can enter into �he dwelling-place of God 
in perfect peace. 

The taches of brass which coupled together 
the two sets .of curtains, remind us of the 
Apostle's words, "reconciled by His de�th;" 
and expiation for sin has been made by Jesus, 
atonement, or at-one-ment, ·is the result 
to the one who trusts in the precious blood of 
Christ. A Saviour-God can now say to a rebel
lious world : " Come now, and let us reason to
gether ; though your sins be as scar let, they 
shall be as white as snow; tho�gh they be red 
like crimson,. they shall· be as wool." "As 
though God did beseech by us, �e pray you in 
Christ's stead, be ye recon_ciled to God." "And 
you that were sometimes alienated, and enemies 
in your minds by wicked works, yet now hath 
He rec9nciled, in t_he body _of Bis flesh through 
death." 

Underneath the eleven goats hair curtains 
were 

THE COLOURED CURTAINS 

whicli were m?-de of fine-twined linen, blue, 
purple, scarlet, in which were worked cheru
bims. (Ex�dus xxvi. r-6.) Th�se· lovely 
curtains formed the ceiling of· God's· dwelling
place, and could only be seen by· �hose who 
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entered inside. They seem to set forth in type, 
that which God has done for Christ. Because He 
humbled Himself, even unto the death of the 
Cross, and made atonement by His !blood, 
God hath highly exalted Him, and given to 
Him a Name which is above every name. God 
has placed Him far above all heavens at His 
own right hand. The One who was upon the 
Cross is now upon the throne. And faith, and 
faith alone, sees Him there as the enthroned 
sin-purger, crowned with glory and honour. 

The world could see no beauty in Jesus, 
but cried, "away with Him, away with Him,'� 
and c?-st Him out, the heavens were open to 
receive Him. Angelic hosts escort Him through 
the pearly gates, beneath trq.imphal arches, 
and along the streets of gold ; principalities 
and powers bow before Him; seraphims and 
cherubims vail their faces, as He passes before 
them. All heaven makes way for Him; and 
God th� Father welcomes Him into His pre
sence,. and exalts Him at His own right hand. 
Delighting to heap honoµrs upon Him as 
the risen glorined Man. 

These cu_rtains were made of the same ma
terial as the gate, namely, fine-twined linen, 
blue, purple and scarlet; hut the Spirit of God 
has bt!en pleased to vary the order of these 
colours in the Cherubim curtains; it is the 
only time He does so in the seven places where 
they were used. In every other case the blue 
comes first, and sets forth Christ as " the 
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Heavenly One" upon earth; but on this oc
casion, the white comes first, and represents the 
Lord Jesus as " the spotless One." It seems 
by this, that the· Holy Ghost would fix our 
minds upon Him in His character especially 
as sitting at God's right hand. The created 
intelligences in the heavens gaze :upon Him; 
they behold the One who passed through this 
defiling scene :without ·contracting· defilement. 
By His blameless life and holy walk, He ·glori
fied God in a hostile world ; and is no,v upon. 
the Throne of the Majesty in the heavens. 
Once there was a Heavenly Man upon this 
earth ; but now there is a Spotless and glorified 
Man upon God's thr9ne. 

There were Cherubims worked on these cur
tains, which spread their wings over those who 
entered the Tabernacle. This is in striking 
contrast to Genesis, where the Cherubims with 
a flaming sword p�evented Adam from .re-enter
ing paradise. But, as we have seen in the 
typical sin-offering, that flaming sword has en
tered the heart of the sinner's Saviour, and now 
for ever sleeps in its sheath to •the child of 
God; the One who died for us is now 1iving for 
us; di.vine justice no longer forbids our entering 
within the vail, but welcomes us, and shelters us, 
when inside� Hidden _ beneath · the wings of 
Jehovah and covered by the feathers of the Al

mighty, the believer may challenge heaven, 
earth and hell, to lay a charge against him, 
seeing that a Just God has justified him. Who.... 
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then can condemn ? The inspired answer is, 
"If is Christ that died, yea rather, that is. risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for us;" and will 
yet bring us off more than conquerors. 

THE TEN CURTAINS. 

There were ten of these curtains, '' five of 
thetn. coupled together one to the other, and 
the other five coupled together one to_ the 
other," forming two sets. These two sets .of 
curtains may again allude to the law of God 
in its two parts, with its ten sub-divisions ; and 
serve to ·remind us, that Christ is at this 
moment at God's _right hand; the only One who 
did indeed love God with all His heart, with 
all His· mind, and· with all His strength, ·· and 
His neighbour, as, yea, how much more than 
Himself by laying down His life, even for His 
foes, and dying the just for the unjust to bring 
us to God. 

These two sets of curtains ·were coupled to
gether by loops of blue, and fifty taches of gold. 
The forn1er.1speaking of a heavenly bond, and the 
latter of a divine union. It thus became "one 

. . 

Tabernacle." The Lord Jesus came�' that He 
might destroy the works of the devil," (whose 
work it had ·been to alienate ·man from God) 
and.became '� the healer of the breach." It 'is
now the purpose of God '' to gather together �n 
one all things in Christ, both which are in hea
ven and which are on earth;" the fulfilment of 
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which will be the answer to the prayer our
Lord taught His disciples : "Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in h�aven." The angels of God 
will yet be seen ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man, the king of Israel ; He will be 
the One connecting link between the heavens. 
and the millennial earth, as Jacob's ladder was 
of old. He will put down all rule and all 
authority ; for He must reign until all enemies.: 
are put under His feet ; and then, with holy 
delight He will deliver up the kingdom to God,. 
even the Father, then God will be all in aJl.. 
God's Tabernacle ·will be with men, and He will 
dwell among them. There will be but one 
Tabernacle· in the new order of things; every 
thing will be of � resurrection character based· 
upon redemption, never to be disturbed, or rent 
asunder, because brought together, and held 
together, by the anti .. type of the loops of blue,. 
and taches of gold. 

This is true to faith even now. O�r prayers. 
ascend from earth to heaven, and reach the 
ear of God our Father, through Him who i.s 
our.Great High Priest. We are able to enter 
in Spirit into .. the Holiest. of all; distance be
comes lost to faith; the one divine, connecting: 
link of faith sees but orie Tabernacle. 
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LECTURE IV. 

THE WAY OF ACCESS. 

AVING dwelt somewhat upqn the 
various curtains and coverings of the 

!!!!!!i!!!�!!i!!.I Tabernacle, we now consider the door, 
the account of which we find in Exodus xxvi. 
36. This speaks again of Christ t}:irough ,vhom
-we have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
Our title to enter into God's presence is the
precious blood by which the Lord Himself en
tered in. (Compare, Hebrews ix. 12, and x. rg.)
'The blood of Christ is our title to enter, and
,Christ Himself is the Way ..

The door was made of the same material in 
:-kind and quantity as the gate, namely, o�e hun
.dred cubits. From this we learn, that it is the 
.same adorable Person through whom we come 
.to a Saviour-God as sinners, .and to the Father 
.:as children. But there is this important dif
ference: the gate was twice the width of the 
-door ; and the door was twice the . height of 
the gate. In the former we see God's glorious 
-Gospel word "whosoever," to the world ; but
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jn the latter, we see that many who enter in by 
the gate, do not enjoy the privilege of com
munion with God inside the Sanctuary, to the 
extent they might. The tendency of so many 
Christians is to remain outside as 

COURT WORSHIPPERS ; 

they are kept back through a false humility, or 
unbelief, and do not grasp the promises of God; 
they think it presumptuous to take God at 
His Word, and put their seal to all the ex
ceeding great and precious promises, which 
are "Yea and_Amen, in Christ Jesus." Hence 
the need· of the exhortation in Heb. x: "Let 
us draw n�ar with a true heart, &c." As 
though the Apostle said, '' Do not stop out
side in the court, but come with holy boldness 
to the throne of grace." Or in other words, 
do not rest satisfied with having believed the 
Gospel, and with having the assurance of sal
va-tion, but go on unto perfection; follow on 
to know the graces and the glories of Christ ; 
ever seek to behold fresh beauty and loveliness 
in Him who is the Father's delight, and which 
can only be seen and enjoyed in fellowship with 
Him, by the ministry of the Holy Ghost. 

The Father's heart was not satisfied until 
the prodigal son w.as seated inside . the house., 
and at his own table. Then both began to be 
merry. He did not· send him help into the 
far country ; neither did he send him into the 
kitchen with the servants when he returned. 



LECTURES ON THE TABERNACLE. 

Nay, his heart of love could not rest until he 
had that son by his own side, in the banquet 
hall; there to epjoy the rich dainties which 
he himself was enjoying. Even so it is with 
God, the God of all grace. He has called us 
to have fellowship with Himself in the person 
and work of His own beloved Son. He now 
delights to have us in His presence at His own 
rich feast, "·Truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." But 
thousands of God's dear children fail to appre
hend this. Although saved, and eternally safe; 
yet they know very ·little, if anything, of fellow
ship inside the vail. 

Thus the height of the door, seems to teach 
us spiritual apprehen:sio'!t of the mind and grace of 
God; grasping, by child-like faith, the promises 
of the Lord Jesus Christ; and ascending upqn 
the wings of faith above· the dingy, murky at
n1osphere of earth, above the fogs and 1nists· of 
a Christ-rejecting world, and in the power of 
an ungrieved Spirit, breathing freely the atmo
·sphere of Heaven; basking always in the
full sunshine· of the Father's presence, and
dwelling in His love; for "he that dwelleth in
love, dwelleth in God, and God in Him.''

FIVE PILLARS. 

The door hung· upon five pillars, which were 
made of shittim wood, and overlaid with gold. 
The wopd was typical of the humanity -of 
Christ, and the gold of Hi� divinity-. Perfect 
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man, yet very God�. Tliese five pillars remind 
us of five glorious titles given to Christ in Isa. 
ix. 6. "Unto us a Child is born, (His hun1ani
ty, the anti-type of the wood,) unto us a Son is
giv�n, (His divinity shadowed forth in the
gold,) and His N an1e shall be called Wonder
fu}, ·counsellor, the Mighty God, the Ever
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace." They
also bring to our minds that sweet name of
five letters-JESUS ! The · Name in which we
present our prayers; and offer our praises, and
through which alone we can draw nigh to God.

The five sockets upon ,vhich these pillars 
rested ren1ind us of five precious things men
tioned in Hebrews vii. 26. "�ho is hoiy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the he-a vens." Thi? was 
true of Christ when on earth, and is sweetly 
true of Him w.here He now is. 

THE VAIL 

came next, and divided the holy place froni the 
most holy. (Exodus xxvi .. 31-35.) The in
spired commentary upon the vail is, "through 
the vail, that is to say, His flesh," and was a 
type of the body prepared Him by God." (Heb. 
x.) when His flesh was rent upon the cross, His 
body was broken upon -the tree, "the vail of 
the Temple was rent in twain, from the top to 
the bottom." That mysdc curtain, erected to 
signify that God was concealed, was torn a
sunder, telling- us that God had come out to 
bring man in. 
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The account by the Spirit of God of this act,.

is very interesting as recorded in the different 
Gospels. In Matthew we read, "Jesus, when 
He had cried again with a loud voice, yielded 
up the ghost, and, behold, the vail of the temple 
was rent in t,vain, fron1 the top to the bottom.'• 
The word" behold'' seems-to imply the delight
of the Spirit of God in announcing the news. 

In Mark we read, " Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, and gave up the ghost. And the vail of 
the temple was rent in twain, from the top to 
the bottom." Not from the bottom to the top, 
but from the top to the bottom, shewing it to be 
a divine act; God's work and not man's. Out 
of the mouth of two witnesses, every word 
is established. 

The Evangelist Luke, words it a little dif
ferently. "And the ·sun was darkened, and 
the vail of the temple was rent in the midst.'"

The curtain was f not torn asunder anywhere� 
but down'-� th·e centre. Not a side rent, but in 
the midst. This was the nearest point to the 
ark and mercy-seat which stood within the vail ; 
and beautifully sets forth, God's delight to 
meet, either the poor sin-burdened sinner, 
or his poor, tried and tempted people, at the 
throne of grace. It also shews us, how near

,.

and how perfect is the way to God's divinely 
appointed meeting�place. 

The vail was made of the same kind of ma
terial as the door and the gate, and con-
tained exactly the same quantity of material. 
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All testify of Him, and set Him forth as " the. 
Way, the Truth, and the Life." The only
One through whom we have access to God,__

and in w horn we have all we need for time. 
and eternity .. 

The Cherubims worked upon the vail, set· 
forth the divine attributes as displayed in Christ· 
while on earth, in healing the. sick, and in 
cleansing the leper, in unstopping deaf ears, and' 
in� opening the eyes of those that were blind •. 
He had but to speak and the dead were raised;· 
the storm became a calm ; and the devils de
parted. All creation was subject to Him, who,. 
"though He were a Son, yet learned He obe-
dience by the things which He suffered. 0 

THE FOUR PILLARS. 

The vail was upheld by four pillars made or 
shittim wood, and overlaid with gold. We
might connect the four precious truths in I Cor.� 
I. 29, with these pillars. Christ "is made unto
us Wisdom, and Righte9usness, and Sancti:fica-
tion, and Redemption." Thus upon the anti-
type of the rent vail, and because of what Christ
is made unto us who believe, we pass within the.
Holiest of all, whether it be by faith now, or,.
in that day when we shall.no longer �alk by
faith, but see Him face to face, in the Father's
House above, having boldness to so enter by
the blood of Jesus.

The boards co1ne next for our consideration, .. 
the description of which we have in Exopus 
xxvi, 15-29. In these forty-eight boards be .. -
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ing fitly framed and builded together to form 
.Jehovah's Sanctuary, we have a type of the 
Church of God, that Spiritual House which is 
now being erected by the Holy Spirit, to which 
the Apostle may refer when he says, "In whom 
ye also are builded together for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit." Thus the boards 
teach us what believers are now to God, through 
·Christ Jesus. Each board became a consti
tuent part of the Tabernacle, having first sprung
·o-µt of nature's soil, growing in some valley or
upon some hill-side, where it had been felled by
the axe, and then by a power outside of itself,
·had been raised up and placed in that building.

In this we have a striking illustration of those
.solen1n words uttered by Jesus to Nicodemus,
·"Ye n1ust be born again." We are not made
Christians by natural birth ; neither are we
placed in the habitation of God by any human
rite or cere1nony, but by regeneration. God lays
the axe at the root of the tree, and brings the
sinner down into death. The Spirit of God
·convicts the sinner of sin, and proves hi1n to be
under the righteous judgment of a sin-hating
·God. But, thank God, He does not leave him
there. The sa1ne blessed Spirit delights to re-
veal unto hin1 the way of escape from the
wrath to come. Having heard the Gospel, and
in the heart believed its glad message, the
believer passes from death unto life and becomes
.a new creature in Christ Jesus ; he is " begotten
.again unto a living hope." He is· taken from
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the dunghill of sin and plaGed among princes
seated in heavenly places in Christ, baptized by 
the one Spirit into the one body, and builded to
gether with fellow-saints, for an habitation of 
,God through the Spirit. Hence, we read in 
Acts ii. 44, "All that believed were together." 
All being debtors to the same grace, having 
.been cleansed by the same precious blood, 
indwelt by the same Holy Spirit, and travelling 
along the same road to the san1e eternal home ; 
their sympathies were one, their hopes one, and 
their life one. All were bound up together in 
�he bundle of life; therefore they were drawn 
together like the forty-eight bo_ards in the 
Tabernacle-the outward expression of the 
inward and _eterna:l bond of union, which bound 
the

:..
whole together. 

Each b?ard was overlaid with pure gold, and 
was a type of that which is divine. So with the 
believer in Christ; he is made a partaker of 
the divine nature ; "- he is born, not of bloocl, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor .of the will of 
man, bu_t of God." "And because ye are sons> 
God ·hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son in
to your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." Thus 
-we become part of the very household of God
and accepted in all the acceptance of the well
pleasing Son.

The whole structure stood upon a solid .and
costly foundation. It was built upon "silver
sockets," which were made out of -the " atone
-ment money of the children of Israel," Each

F 
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Israelite, over twenty years of age, had to pay 
a half shekel of silver as a ransom for his own 
soul. The rich were not allowed to give mor�, 
nor were the poor allowed to give less ; of this 
money the silver sockets were cast. Eac!l 
boarp stood upon two of these sockets, each 
one weighing a talent in weight. A talent 
weight.is about I 14 lbs. There would, therefore, 
be 228 lbs. weight of silver under each boar4, 
or nearly 5 tons of silver beneath the whole ?f 
the forty-eight boards. 

We have here, a fir1n foundation indeed .. So 
with the anti-type,. " th� hpuse of God, whicp. 
is the Church of the living God." It r_ests upqn 
the work of redemption, a foundation which all 
the powers of earth arid hell toge!her <;an nev�r 
move; it is eternally secure. God Himself h�s 
laid a foundation which standeth sure, wpich is 

JESUS CHRIST, 

"' the Rock of Ages," a rock which wiH weather 
every storm. 

The Apostle John beheld the Tabernacle of 
God, the Heavenly City, the New Jerusalem 
in Rev.elation xxi, with its "twelve founda
tions," and its wall great and high. These set 

• forth in symbol the eternaJ stability and secu
rity of the subject of these figures. God Him
self, and the Larrib will be the light and glory
thereof.

Not only had these boards a firm foundation,
:they ha(! also a costly foundation.· A talent of
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silver was in valqe about? £342. There wen� 
�,' two talents" under evei-y·board,- so that each 
board rested upon £684; and ,the entire found
dation £34,200, worth .of silver. This was an e"i.
pensive foundation for a building in the desert� 
But after all, it was but a "shadow of good 
things to come," a figure for th� time then pre
sent. In these New Testament times, when we 
have the full orb of revelation', we can, with 
unveiled face, gaze upon the eternal substance, 
C·hrist Jesus, the costly foundation of the Church 
of God. And oh! how costly! Silver and gold 
cannot estimate it; our poor finite minds· can
not grasp it. The Holy Ghost calls it, 

"THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHR.IST." 

Creation cost God but a word. He had but to 
speak and worlds were called into existence ; 
planets were · fashioned and set rolling in their 
orbits, or fixed in their spheres. "For by the 
Word of Jehovah were the heavens made, and 
all the host of them by the breath of His mouth;" 

But befc;>re this foundation could_ be laiQ, 
the work of Redemption mu�t be accomplished ; 
H·is own Son, His well' beloved, His 9nly b�
gotten, must agoI?-ize, qleed and die. The 
foundation m�st be· laid through the agonies of 
Golgotha, and the sufferings of Calvary. The 
life-blood must flow. The divinely appointed 
lamb must q.ie,- ere redemption's work could be 
�ompleted. Upon Rim, who accomplished·tp.it 
mighty work �nee and-for ever, is this wondrbus 
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building erected by the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven, and which is the habitation of 
God. In this He will shew forth the exceed
ing riches of His grace, throughout the ·eternal 
ages to come. 

THE SILVER SOCKETS. 

These silver sockets, not only supported the 
building, but would also separate the boards 
from the sands of the desert. Does not this re
mind ·us of the heavenly character of G<?d's dwell
ing place? "They are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world," were the twice re
peated words of our divine Master. ·Christ 
"gave Himself for our sins, thafhe might deliver 
us from this present wotfd," ·were the words of 
the Apostle Paul, who trod _so closely in the 
earthly path of the Lord Jesus. ';f herefore 
:he could say, "God forbid that I· should glory, 
save _in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,.by 
whom the world is crucified unto me, and I 

. . . . 
' 

unto the world." He not only gloiie� in the 
cross·because it had opened heaven·to him, but 
because it had for ever severed him from the 
world �hich is lying in the wicked one, and 
had separated him unto God. Just as the Red 
sea· separated Israel from Egypt, and the silver 
socket's separated the forty-e1ght boards from 
the desert sands, so the cross of Christ sepa .. 
rates and delivers the l;)eliever from the curse, 
power, and doom of the world; it also makes 
him a pilgrim and a stranger upon the earth ;
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his citizenship is in the heavens, and his heart 
and home are where Christ sitteth at the right 
hand of God. 

Each board stood upon "two sockets," 
which may teach 'us that which we have in the 
first chapter of John, viz" Grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ." N.ot truth apart from grace, that 
would have coridemmed us. Nor grace apart 
from truth, that would not have satisfied the 
demands of Justice;. but both together dis• 
played in all their grandeur and perfection, in 
the person, and· in the work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. uJ p0n this, the believer builds his 
hope for eternity; on this foundation the 
Church of God rests secure for ever. 

Each of these boards had ·,, two tenons," which 
went down into the silver. sockets, which se• 
curely upheld the boards. These two tenons 
remind us of the Apostle's prayer in Eph. iii: 
�, That ye may be ro9ted and grounded in love." 
He desired that they might be thoroughly 
grounded in this important and fundamental 
truth, so as to be "steadfast and unmoveable," 
.amidst all the winds of doctrine on every side ; 
.and kept undisturbed notwithstanding all the 
:fraud and folly of a wicked world, ruled by the 
wicked one. The boards of the· Tabernacle. 
were also· supported by five massive bars. 
'I:'he two bars at the top went halfway along one 
side, and the other two at the bottom ; but the 
middle bar went from one end to the other of 
the building., thus forming a substantial sup• 
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nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
arty other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." 

The Apostle challenges all creation, all times, 
and all states, to sever the wondrous tie exist
ing between the believer and Christ ; he is 
persuaded that nothing celestial, terrestrial, or 
infernal, can ever separate the child of God 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus. 
He is loved with a love that knew no beginning, 
and, blessed ·be God, will know no end. It is <:1,

love that many waters could not quench, neither 
could the floods drown it. A love whi6h con
strained God to give His only Son for us and·to 
us. A love which constrained the Son of God 
to give Himsel( on our behalf, and which car
ried Hin-i through an indescribable vale of tears, 
and through �Gethsemane's garden ,of deepest 
agony, and sustained Him in 

CALVARY'S DARK HOUR. 

The same mighty, changeless love has taken 
Him back to the throne for us,.where He lives 
before God, who is for ever well pleased with 
Him· in every aspect of His person and work. 
He will send Him the second time to receive 
us who are saved unto Himself, that where He 
i$; there we may be also. His is· a love too, 
which has brought down the Holy Spirit to 
take up His abode with and in us, and that for 
ever. 
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In the two back corners '\\'.'ere placed " two 
-ext:J;a boards," one on each side. We are re
minded of Jesus as the Chief Corner Stone of the 
.Spiritual house, which God is now erecting. 
The corners were fastened together py rings of 
.gold. One ring at the bottom of the boards 
at the corner, and another. ring at the top; thus 
the whole bu�lding was_ securely held together. 

In this we have a type of Him, who not only 
strengthens the weakest part of the building, 
but who also binds the whole structure together. 
1n the second of the Canticles we read, "His 
banner over me was love;" and in chap. iii. 
"His chariot is paved with love," teaching us 
that the Bride has love above and love beneath 
her. The Apost'Ie prayed in Eph. iii . ., that 
the saints might know the height and dept}:i of 
t}:ie love which passeth knowledge. The full 
height of which we shall never reach; the full 
depth of which. we shall never fathom: i� is 
fathomless. We shall never fully measure 
its vastness, or grasp its magnitude; and 
yet we know by the witness Qf the· Spirit that 
we are in the centre of it: dwelling in it, and 
the objects of it; even as the board in the. 
sanctuary was between the two rings of gold. 

Here we may learn that the Church of God 
is kept collectively, even as the child of God is 
preserved individually, notwithstanding the 
fearful havoc that Satan has made in scattering 
them ap.d enfeebling their testimony in the 
eyes of the ,.world. Amid all the conflicting 
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theories, and the confusing sounds· in the pro
fessing Church, and: above all the' discord, the 
spiritual darkness, and the sad divisions on 
every side, faith sees, and delights to recognize 
the fact, that there is but oni Church, the 
Church of the Living God purchased by ·the 
blood of His own dear Son : the Church which 
Christ died to redeem, and now lives to 
keep, and which He is coming again to claim. 
We rejoice to know also, that, H_e will yet dis
pl�y to all in heaven, and to a_ll on earth, and 
iri hell, His glory in His people. 

" Soon, soon shall come tb::i.t glorious day, 
When seated on Thy throne ; 

Thou shalt to wondering worlds display, 
That Thou with 11s art one." 

Then will the prayer" of John xvii, be manifestly 
answered, "That they all may be one, as Thou 
Father art ih Me, and I in Thee, t_hat _they al
so may be one in us ; that the ·world #ia)' believe 
that Thou �st sent Me." 

We are brought together, and kept togethe_r 
by the anti-type of these rings of gold. May 
we ever· seek to know more of this grace and 
love, and be kept cleaving unto the Lord with 
full purpose of heart, walking in the narrow 
path with enlarged hearts, until travelling days. 
are done and we see the King in His beauty>

and re�t for ever in His presence. 





THE . M-ERcv�sEAT. 

LECTURE V. 

THE HOLIEST OF ALL. IIIAVlNG looked at the various parts of
the building, we will now consider 
the different pieces of furniture which: 

stood with�n the Tabernacle. First of all
,,.

THE ARK AND MERCY-SEAT. 

This stood inside the Holiest of all, and formed 
the Throne of the God of Israel. Upon the 
mercy-seat rested "the cloud of Glory," whic;h 
w.as tl:1:e manifest presence _ of J �hovah, who
dwelt betwee? the cherubims, overshadowing
t�e mercy-seat.

The ark was an oblong shaped box, and was. 
made of shittim wood, which was overlaid with
in and w-ithout with pure gold; the mercy-seat 
formed the cover of the ark, or lid of the box, 
and was made of pure gold, of which the cheru
bims were also formed, having their wings 
outspread, and their faces toward the mercy
seat. 
· _In the ·ark we have a· type of the pey�on of
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Christ. (Ex. xxv. 10-22.) The shittim wood 
.and the pure gold of wb.ich it was made, bring 
before us, again, that profound fact, the mighty 
:mystery of " God manifest in flesh." It was 
·this that astonished Mary, and surprised Joseph,
�nd of which the great Apostle �rites, " Great
is the mystery of godliness." Christ was fore
•ordained to this in the eternal counsels of God,
before the foundation of the world. It was this
which was promised by God to Adam in the
Garden of Eden, when he. fell. For this the
Patriarchs waited, and of this the prophets
wrote ; '' When the fulness of time had come,
·God sent forth His Son, made of. a worn_an."
He became a partaker of flesh and blood ; He
was made in the likeness o{ :µ-ia�, yet without
-Sin. He was perfect man : for we find Him
hungry, thirsty, and weary. We hear Him
sigh, behold Him weep, and we see Him
die, and yet He was very God. Faith sees.
in Him " .the Seed of the woman," " the Vir
_gin 1s Son," and yet "the Son of God," "Emma•
.nuel God with us�" "The Word was made
:.flesh and dwelt among us," althotJ.gh· He was
God over all, blessed for ever.

'' No l�ss Almighty at His birth, 
Than on His throne supreme ; 

His shoulders held up Heav·en and Earth, 
While Mary held up Him." 

This is a mighty mystery which we cannot 
-explain, but upon it we build· for time and for
,eternity. It 'is His divinity that adds efficacy
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to His death, and gives power to His blood to, 
·cleanse us from all sin. Because He is divine,.

He is able to save to the uttermost ali that
come unto God by Him. He had but to speak
the word, "Talitha Cumi," i.-e. " Maid arise,"
and 'the daughter of Jairus was restored to life.
The same blessed lips had but-to sp.eak the
word "Lazarus, Come ·forth," ·and the dead.
brothef hears the voice of the. Son of God and
comes forth into life, even though he •had been
dead four days. What Christ was then, He
is to-day, and will·be for ever ..

In the mercy-seat we have a type of the
work of Christ. The saine ·Greek word trans
·lated "mercy-seat," in Hebrews ix. 5, is trans
lated "propitiation," :in Romansiii. 25. ""Whom.
G.od hath set forth to b� a propitiation through
faith in His blood.'' This is God'� divinely
appointed meeting-place with the .sinner. "For
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for·
ours only, but a,l�o for the whole world." And
God still says, "There 1 w.ill meet with thee,.
and I will commune ·with thee from above

. . . - -

" 

the mercy-seat." There G,od rests, and to that:
propitiatory seat He invites the sinner, and.
when there, delights to speak ·words of peace
and pardon to his soul.

The mercy-seat being "all of gold," tells us. 
that the propitiatory work is a -divine work. None
but the Son of God could ·accomplish it·; 3:lld 
being finished, it is, in God's estimate, of infinite· 
value. Satan seems to be earnestly seeking in. 
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these last days· to bli_nd the eyes of men lo. this 
fundamental truth; especially by such doctrines 
as," annihilation" and " universalism/' both of 
which undermine the infinite value of the death 
of Christ. If. sin were such a small thing in 
God's estimate, and that by a certain period of 
punishment of the sinner in hell, His wrath 
.against sin could be appeased, and· -the holy 
requirements of His Eternal Thro»e be satis
fied, then it did not require a sacrifice of infi
nite value. .There was no absolute need for 
Christ to die. But from such a thought, the 
.sincere disciple of .the. Lor.d Jesus turns with 
holy horror, and with righteous indignation 

· from the wild speculations of men fo the uner
ring Word of Truth, and there learns, both
-from type and an ti-type, that the Throne of
Divine Justice did req'uir'e. an infinite sacrifice
·on account of sin, a_.nd that the sinner ne·eded · a
-divine Days-man to- undertake his case, other
wise he must be helplessly, and hopelessly,
.and eternally lost. He sees the

DIVINE NECESSITY 

for the Son of man to be lifted up. "That it 
behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead 
the third day." It was the only means that 
infinite wi_sdoµi, or boundless love could devise, 
whereby God'� banished be not expelled from 
Him.. E:ven Christ Himself said in the 
gci.rden, " Father, if it b� p_os?ible, l�t this cup 
pas� from me." And the Holy Ghost pub
lishes through Paul's lips, " That Christ must 
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need� pave �uffered, and rise again from the 
:dead.n - -
' � .,,. 

' 

· The Spir-it-taught Christian ·shrinks from
making light of that which cost God His pre
cious treasure, even His own beloved Son. He 
shudders at the thought of taking an iota from 

· the "redemption" glory of the Lord Jesus, or
·of robbing H-is atoning work of one jot of its
unutt�rable worth. He glories in the fact that
.the mercy-seat wa� of ·pure gold, ·and tha� the
-.a!)-ti .. tY-pe is of infinite _value. .

U_pon the two ·ends of the mercy-s·eat we5e
�cherubims Jqrnied, with t?eir wings coverin:g�i�,
.and theit faces inwa,rd towarq. the- mercy-�eat,
:upon· which the blood was sprinkled. He!'�
we behold the attributes of God connected
.with .the throne. of grace:: "Justice and-_J udg
ment _are the habitation .of God;'s_throne.-" -" God 
-is light," and " God is Love." '� Grace r�ig:ns
through righteousness, unto etern?,1 life, - h-y
Jesus Christ our Lord." . 1 

The numqer " two" speaks o_f adequate testi
mony, for out of the mouth of t7!10 i?r t_hree 
witnesses, shall every word be esfablisheq..�' 
Their eyes rested upon the blood-stained 
throne, rather than upon the high priest as_ lie 
stood before the throne. 

Aaron was commanded to '' sprinkle the 
blood with his finger, once upon the mercy:-seat 
and seven times before it," on the gr·eat day of 
atonement. This was the only day in the year, 
when he was permitted to enter within the vail. 























THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD. 9T 

Christ has made us priests unto God, and 
members of the Father's family ; as such we 
are all privileged to feed upon the Father's 
portion, and eat of the children's bread. We 
are called to participate with God in that which 
is so exceedingly precious to Himself. Oh, for 
more faith to grasp it, and for hearts at rest 
from self to enjoy it; so that Christ may really 
dwell in our hearts by faith, and that we may 
be rooted and grounded in love, and able to, 
comprehend with ·all saints, what is the length 
and breadth, the depth and height, and to know 
the 

LOVE OF CHRIST 

which passeth knowledge, that we may be filled 
with all the. fulness of God. 

B�t with this holy privilege conferred upon 
the priestly house of. old, we find certain re
strictions mad� by God. No stranger was per
mitted to partake of this worthy portion. We 
all were once, strangers to grace and a(ar oft 
from God. \' At that time ye were without 
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope, and without God in 
the world." As such, we have no part or lot 
in this matter. -But through grace, and by the 
blood of Christ, believers are no longer afar off, 
but are made nigh, and are "now fellow-citizens. 
with the saints, and of the household of God." 

Neither could a sojourner eat of the holy bread;. 
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. that is, one who tarried but a short time, but 
who did not belong to them. There are many 
such to day in the professing Church. Those 
who like "the stony ground hearer," appear 
.for awhile to run well but when the testing time 
comes, when persecutions arise, and, trials and 
sorrows put them into the furnace, they turn 
away; they vanish from our midst, they are 
not to be found. " They w·ent out from us, but 
they were not of us ; for if they had been of 
us, no doubt they would have continued with 
us." They appeared to be citizens, but were 
only sojourners after all. 

Then there was a third class of persons, who 
had no title . to eat of the priestly portion, 
namely, the hired servant. One that served for 
.wages, and who worked simply because he was 
paid to do so. The Lord speaks of the hireling

in John. x., as having no. heart for the flock, 
and no real love to the Shepherd; consequently, 
when dangers arise, or the wolf appears, "he 
.flees because he is an hireling." Such have no 
right or portion in this holy privilege. 

REDEMPTION AND REGENERATION. 

But if the priest bought a servant with money, 
or if a servant had been born in the priest's 
nouse, that one might partake of the holy bread. 
'Thus the believer has a twofold right, a dou
:ble title_ to partake of the "Bread of God." 
'' Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with 
a pi-ice." (1. Cor. �i.) Redeemed, not with 
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corruptible things as silver and gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, the Lamb of God. 
We learn here, that rede1nption gives him a right 
to feast with God. Then in John i. we read, 
"To as many as received Him, to them gave 
He power to becon1e the sons of God." And 
again, "·Ye have not received the spirit of 
bondage again to fear ; but the ·spirit of adoption, 
(really sonship) whereby we cry, Abba, Father." 
" Beloved now are we the sons of God." Hence, 
we have regeneration, as well as redemption; 
birth as well as purchase, and as such, we are 
called to have fellowship with God. 

Then in Leviticus xxii. r2., we have a solemn 
word of warning to Christians. �' If the priest's 
daughter be married unto a stranger, sh� n1ay 
not eat of an offering of the holy things." Thus, 
one who was even related to the high priest by 
nature's closest tie, was forbidden this blessed 
privilege. She was · still a priest's daughter; 
her relationship was unaltered; but through the 
unholy • alliance, having united herself to a 
strang�r, she had acted in direct disobedience 
to God; her communion was. broken, her high 
privileges were forfeited. The la:w of God's 
sanctuary forbad her partaking of any of the 
0fferings of which the priestly house partook. 

Even so �t is with the Christian to-day. 
While it is a most blessed fact, that nothing 
can ever sever the believer fron1 Christ, or 
pluck the weakest lamb in His blood-bought 
flock out of His Almighty hand; nothing can 
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;rob the child of God of that eternal life which. 
is hid with Christ in God ; yet it is a most 
solemn fact, that there are ten thousand things 
which will hinder his communion with the 
Father; in numerous ways he rnay lose the 
joy of God's salvation. Some worldly connection 
formed, any trifling with sin, or any compromise 
with evil, will cloud his vision, and hinder his 
h�llowed intercourse with God. Thus, the 
Psalmist cried out, when in his bitter, back
$liding condition . of soul: " Restore unto me 
the joy of t�y salvation." He .knew that hi$ 
salvation was s_ecure, for that depended upon 
God's changeless love to him; but the joy had 
gone; the happy realization of fellowship with 
God had departed; for this depended upon his 
love and faithfulness to God, as well as God's 
faithfulness to· him. His· terrible sin cost him 
many bitter tears, and broken bones. 

N aorni sai� upon her return home, " Call me 
�ot Naomi; (my pleasant one, my delight,) but 
call me Mara, (or bitter,) for the Almighty hath 
dealt very bitterly with me." King Jehoshaphat 
allied himself to the wicked king Ahab; being 
first deceived by bis smile, and facinated by 
his feast, then drawn into the net of the enemy. 
He permitted his son to marry Ahab's daughter, 
and went down the hill of declension until he 
had united himself with the king of Israel, 
in the matter of Ramoth Gilead, saying, "I am 
as thou art, my people as thy people, and my 
horses as thy horses; I will go with thee." Not-
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withstanding God's message to him through the 
prophet Micaiah, he went, which act nearly 
cost him his life. "Wherefore" writes the 
Apostle," Come out from among them and be 
ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing ; 
for what commnnion hath light with darkness ? 
What concord hath Christ with Belia! ? Or 
what part hath he that believeth with an un
believer ? " 

Beloved child of God, we are called to walk 
along the path ofholy separation unto the Lord. 
" That path which no fowl knoweth, and which 
the vulture's eye hath not seen; nor the fierce 
lion passed by it." "The highway of holiness,'' 
which starts with the cross, and will end in the 
glory. May the language of our lips and lives 
ever be, "Master, where dwellest thou?" Then 
to make our home in His presence, to dwell in 
His love, and like Enoch of old, "to walk 
with God." 

" The sorrows of my daily life, 
The shadows o'er my path which fall. 
Too oft obscure the glory's light, 
Until I rise above them all. 

Until upon the 'mountain height, 
I sta.nd

! 
my God! with Thee alone, 

Bathed in the fullest, clearest light-
Th� glory which surrounds the throne. 

Calm in thy secret presence, Lord, 
I rest this weary soul of mine ; 
Feast on thefulness of Thy Word, 
And die to all the things of Time 
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But, thank God, Leviticus xx:ii, does not stop, 
here. The next verse says; "But if the priest's: 
daughter be a widow, and have no child, and is 
returned to her father's house, as in her youth,.

she shall eat of her Father's meat." If the un
holy alliance had been severed by death, and 
there was no child left of the stranger, she 
could return. This tells us that God is a 
jealous God, jealous of our affections, desiri�t 
an 11,ndivided heart. He says, " Give me thine 
heart." The whole and not the part. Then 
she returns to her home again, with first love. 
in her breast, and the bloom of youth upon her 
cheek, and was again privileged to take her 
place at the priestly table. 

So with the poor, backsliding Christian. The 
Father waits to be gracious, and yearns for his 
return. He says, "I remember the�, the kind
ness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals,..

when thou wentest after me in the �ilderness, in 
a land that was not sown. Israel was holiness 
unto the Lord, an� the firstfruits of His increase •. 
" Oh Israel thou hast destroyed thyself, but in 
Me is thine help." h Oh Israel, return unto the 
Lord thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine' 
iniquity." "Take with yoti words, and turn to 
the Lord; say unto Him, 'Take away all 
iniquity, and receive us graciously, so will we 
render the·calves of our lips.'" Then comes the 
immediate answer, " I will heal their backsliding,.

I will love them freely ; for mine anger is 
turned away from him." "There is forgiveness 
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with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared." "He 
restoreth my soul; He leadeth me in the paths 
of righteousness for His Name's sake. 0 Our 
Heavenly Father delights to put us again at 
His table, to enjoy all the privileges of children. 

It is not the Father's will that any of the 
children should be deprived of the blessings of 
the family circle. He would have each one 
living in the enjoyment of all that a loving 
Father's heart can dev1se for their good, and 
that a generous hand can bestow. 

AARON SPRINKLING THE BLOOD •. 
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LECTURE VI. 

THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICK. 

HE Lamp-stand, or golden candlestick 
. , came next in order. (Exodus xxv,; 31-40.) In this, ¥le have a type of

the believer's union with Christ in the aspect 
,of testimony. Light never shines for itself but 
for others. But before there can be the shining 
.out, there m��t be the shining in. Thus we 
have the lamp-stand following in beautiful 
order the table of shewbread. Communion 
with God, and then testimony for Him. 

This was the case with our adorable Lord and 
Master-our perfect Example. In Psalm xlv, 
we read of Him," Grace is poured into Thy 
lips ; " then in Luke iv, "they wondered at the 
gracious words which proceeded out of His 
mouth." Again,' in Isaiah 1., we have Christ as 
the Learner, and in chapter li., as · the Teacher ..

Paul said, "God, who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness, hath ·shined in our 
hearts, to give (out) the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
Moreover the inspired command is, " shine ye, 
as lights in the world." 
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The gold�n lamp-stand was made out of one 
piece of g9l� of_ a talent weight: that was 114

lbs, and was _equaf to £5475 in va!u�. �his 
shews us that ·µnioll' with Christ, and testimop.y 
for Him by the Spi_rit, is a most precious_ thing 
_in God's sigpt. 

The seven ·br�nched· .lamp-stand was made 
o{ one piece o_f . gold; but before it could I>e 
of ·service, ·or its ·beauty be seen, the artifi�ei:'s 
skill had to qe· displayed, and the bruising pro
cess had to be undergone. It was not cast in a 
mould, but made of beaten work, fashioned- by 
the many blows of the hammer. In this we 
have a foreshadowing of the Church seen· in 
Christ, in the eternal· counsel of God. _. 

We read_ in Psalm cxxxix. 15, 16, "My sub
stance, (or U,nformed substance,- see N ewbery's 
Englishman's Bible) was not hid from thee 
when I was Ill;ade -in .. secret, and curiously 
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine 
eyes d1d see my "(unformed)- substance, yet being 
unperfect ; and iri Thy Book· all my members 
were written, which in continuan·ce were fash
ioned, when as yet there was none of them." 
Just as ·Eve was· seeri'by God, even before her 
formation when . in Ada�'s side, so- the Church 
of God was nid · in God from the foundation of 
the world, but is now revealed unto His holy 
apostles and prophets, and unto us. by the Spirit. 

But before Eve was formed, Adam must pass 
through the deep sleep, and the rib be taken 
from his side, of which the helpmeet ·was formed. 

H 
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So with the mystical body of Christ. He 
must sleep the deep sleep of death. He must 
be bruised by heaven, earth and hell, if God's 
bidden purpose is carried out. If sinners are 
to be raised up from their degradation �nq ruin 
to sit among princes, then Christ m�st go �own 
beneath the waves and billows of judgment

_.

He must encounter the terrible agonies of 
Golgotha, and endure the awful d�ath of Cal
vary, for only thus, could the Church be form�d. 
It }s .not fashioned by God's .creative power 
as creation itself was ; it is the outcome of the 
groans and agonies of His beloved Son-the 
antitype of the beaten work. There could be J?.O 
union with Christ apart from death and resur
rectton. "Except a corn of wheat fall into th� 
ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, 
it bringeth forth much fruit." God's 

ONLY BEGOTTEN SON 

' 
.

JI1ust die, and be raised fron1 the dead, before -
God could -h�ve a family of redeemed children. 
H� did die, ·and has become the first begotten 
from th� dead, the .ftrsl born· among many bre
thren. Hence, t_he Lord's first· word in tesur
rection was, " Go �nd tell my brethren, I. ascend 
unto my Father, and your Father; to my God, 
an�· your µ-o,d." "He is not ashamed to call 
them brethren." 

The six side branches proceeded out of the 
centre stem, and set forth the oneness of Christ 
and His people. "For·both He that sanctifieth 



SPIRITUAL GIFTS. 107 

and they who are sanctified, are· all of one." 
"And as· the body is one, and. hat� many m��
ber.s, and. all the members of that one body, 

. 
, ' 

bei�g_ many, are one body;. so also 'is Chri�f:'' 
For by one Spiri_t are we all b_�ptized. ·info o�e 
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond' or free." " We ·are.members of His 
body, of His·flesh, and of H-is bones:,; · A'._nd. ;�·s 
the mem b�rs of the body partake of the · s_afi?-e 
life-blo·od:-as Jhe · hea:q, so it is with Chrisf ·�nd 
the believ�r. · The: same e.ter�al life tli'at is -�n 
Him •is imparted to all who are )fis·. They 
are made "partakers of the d_ivine naf�.ue.,., 

The side br·anches proceeding out of the stem, 
may a:l�o te·ach us that· Christ is the ;ource 
of all· testimony for God, and· 9f all ministry by 
the Spirit. He has ascenaed .. up on high, ·an<l 
besto·wed gift$ upon inert --�,'I:fe gave sonie, 
evangelists; and some, pastors ari�.teac]:iers ; for 
the )perfecting of the saints, f9i .,.( or unto) .the 
work of the mi�istry,. for the edifying <;>f the body 
of Cnrist:" These gifts He J{.ilr_c;ontinue to 
bestow, until the· spiritual temp!� �i's .. complete, 
and the glory of God fiHs the house: L.-The �hree 
branches. -on each of the sides of ·the stem, 
may refer to the three .gi�ts in the Chtir:ch. The 
apostles and prophets having passed off the 
scene with the apostolic age, we commence with 
the evangelist, who, like the lowest and longest 
branch in the lamp-stand, has a very wide sphere 
of service. He has a divine commission to go 
in to all the world and preach the Gospel to 
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every creature. He can travel north, south, 
east or 'Vest, with the glad tidings of salvation. 
His sphere of service embraces all the conti
nents and the islands of the seas. His work 
is to tell of God's matchless grace, and of His 

, 

bop.ndless love, as seen in His unspeakable 
gift to a dying world. He publishe"s the good 
ne�s to rich and to poor, to Jew and to 
G�ntile ; " Be i,t known unto you therefore, 
men an4 brethr�n, . that through this Man 
(C�rist Jesus) is preached unto you th� forgive
ness of sins; and by Him, all that believe are 
ju�tified from all things." 

':!-'he Holy Ghost is present to convict of
°
sin,

and to convert to God. Souls are saved and 
. . 

g�the��d out of the world to Chri.st ; and they 
take their place in tpe assembly of the saints; 
then commences the work of the pastor ; he 
se�ks _t� ·c�re for the tender lambs, and fee.ds 
the flock pu�ch8:sed by the precious blood_ of 
th� Good Sh�pherd. The pastor's is not such 
an extensiv� sphere of service as that of the 
evangelist, just as the second branch in. the 
lamp-stand is not so long as the one at the bot
tom ; nevertheless, it is as much a part of the 
lamp-stand, and is not one whit less in jmpor.c 
tance. So with the work of the divinely quali
fied pastor. 

Then comes the topmost, and shortest branch 
in ·the golden lamp-stand; this may set .forth 
in ligure, the work of the teacher, who is given 
by Christ to the Church, and fitted by the Holy 
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Spirit to teach and instruct those who are 
gathered together, which is again a narrow:er 
circle, a. n1ore limited sphere, and yet requisite 
for the edifying of the body of Christ. 

The branches being made in pairs, seems to 
illustrate the truth of fellowship in service. 
Thus we find Christ sending forth His discipfes 
'' two and two." Even as the wise man says 
" Two are better than one" for they have a good 
revvard for their labour. Paul, the Ap�st�e, 
chose Silas for his fellow-labourer, and departed 
being recommended by the brethren unto the 
grace of God. 

But whether it be the evangelist, the p_astor, 
or the teacher, they have nothing of !heir own 
to glory in, all has · been received from an 
asce·nded Lord. Whatever may be their special 
line of service, however they may be gifted, ?r 
whatever number of talents are entrusted unto 
them, it is for each one to do his own w<:>rk, 
and to put every talent to usury, to teach and 
preach in th� light of the 

JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST, 

when every one will have to give an account 
of his stewardship to ·God. "Therefore," says 
the faithful steward Paul, the least of the 
Apostles, though chief of them all, "let no man 
glory in men; but he that glorieth, let'h:tm glory 
in the Lord." 

Just as these six side lights in the lamp
stand were so arranged as to thro,v their 
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united r_ays - upon the centre stem, revealing its 
beauties, its.lov�ly. workmanship, and its worth, 
so should it be with all .'thos� who seek to 
minister �hrist. Christ is -t4e Qbjeet of all real 
heaven-t�ught ministry�not Paul, nor Cephas, 
nor Apollos, but .their di?ine: Master. This is 
one manifest pro.of of l-Io1y Gho.st testimony. 
The Lord'-s own w.ords were, .'.' H-e shall not 

. � . . . 
. . . ( . . 

�peak of Himself.;. but whatsoever. He shall 
hear, that. shall He .speak; .and He will shew 

. _you things to come. He shall .glorify me : �or 
· He shall receive of mine, and shall shew · it

unto you." (John xvi. 13,14.)
The Spirit of God •delights to unfold the

beauties of Jesus, and the glories of Christ,
whether it be as an -all-sufficient -Saviour for 

. -

the sinner, or as the soul-satisfying, portion for 
the saint. His mission is to rey_eaf the perfec
tion of Christ's work, . the. loveliness of His 

. ) . 

person, and t�e ipany �i0.ries . which ·will one 
day encircle His once thorn-.wreathed brow. 

SEVENFOLD LIGHT. 

The lampstand stood opposite the table of 
shewbread in the sanctuary, and threw its 

.. ... . ' 

sevenfold light :up<;>-n i�. JSp rthe .. Holy Ghost
reveals through His servants., and by the 
inspired Word, the rich pro?Jjsion, of the Father's 
house; a portion, which satisfies our hearts 
during our pilgrimage, and whieh will satisfy 
us throughout the ages of eternity. 

It also lighted up the Holy Place, and would 
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is lacking,. it is but the excitement of the flesh ; 
the bustle of mere nature, is obnoxious to 
the child of God who makes his home in the 
sanctuary, and who walks in the light of bis 
Father's presence. If the ministry is to be 
effectual, and the testimony to be with power, 
and the preaching and teaching to reach the 
hearts and consciences of those that hear, it 
must be.by the c·ontinual inflowing of the anti
type o( the fresh oil-the Holy Ghost . 

. The oil which was used in the l��pstand, 
was oliv:e oil, and was procured from. the beatpn 
oUv�. '(Leviticus xx�v. 2.) This is· in beautiful 
harino;ny with the New Testament teaching of 
the Holy Spirit, who was not given . until 
Jesus was glorified. The path to the throne 
was by the cross. Hence, Jesus must. suffer, 
be bruised and put to shame, before tliis 
mos! precious gift could be ours : even the 
indwelling power and presence �f the Holy 
Spirit. This is what "the beaten olive" 

. 

expresses. We read in Acts ii., When Christ 
ascended up on high, the Holy Ghost was 
poured out, and all the disciples were filled 
with ·power." He then descended upon them in 
all His plenitude and power, to enable them to 
go forth as witnesses for Christ unto the utter
most .parts �f the earth, and to be bright lights 
in a dark benighted world. Again, in Acts 
iv., when they were assembled together for 
prayer, the very walls of the building were 
shaken, and "they were all filled with the Holy 
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Ghost, and with power, crnd they spake the 
Word of God with boldness;" and· God. bore 
testimony to thei_r works by signs following. 

The Apostle writes the-.exhortation in Eph. 
v. I 8 : " Be not drunk with wine, wherein is 
excess ; but be filled with the Spirit ; " although 
in the previous chapter, he had assured them 
that they were "sealed by the Spirit unto the 
day of redepiption." God's desire is still that 
J:Iis people should be filled with the Holy 
Ghost ; and is not the need of the Church of 
God in these days of worldliness and_ half
heartedness, n1en and woman filled with the 
Spirit of God? It is the world's need also in 
these days when rationalism is making such 
r_apid strides ; men and women are needed 
whose hearts�are· on fire with love to God, and 
a burning passion for the perishing · thousands. 
on ,every side; who walk with God, and seek 
at all costs to live for Him ; ever spending and. 
being spent for Him who gave His life for them. 

But for. this· there must be the unction from 
on high, "th� power from above; " the unhin-
dered inflowing of the fresh .oiL Thank God, 
there·· is no·l?-ck of supply in Christ. There is. 
no limit-t.o, Hfs fulness. The prophet Zecha
riah saw in vision,." two, ·olive trees growing· 
beside the golden bowl,"· which was full of oil; 
and seven golden pipes communicating the oil 
from the bowl to the seven lamps. (Zech. iv.) 
The two olive trees, tell us of God's living and 
continual supply. His fulness is inexhaustible .. 
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The full-boyvl,.is;a type of Christ "in whom dwel
leth all the f1il1tess of the Godhead bodily;" 
·" in whom are · hid, all the treasures of wisdom

. arid know ledge ; " and from whose fulness " we 
have received grace upon grace." But still 
there is more to follow. Alas ! how often we 
get the golden. pipes stopped ; the channel -of 
-communicatirrg:this precious·oil gets choked up 
with indifference, self-sufficiency, and •world
liness. Coldness of heart .creeps over us·, or a 
narrow sectarian, spirit takes pos·session of.us. 

- Prayer is neglecfed .. or dwif!dles into a lifeless
, form ; the Word of .God, . which should be our

ineat and drink; ·.our merlithtion by ·day and 
-our comfort hy might, is ·unheeded·, or read as
.a dry task; o�.batmn.duty.' Hence, 'the stunted
growth' in ._burc.spfritual Iife, when we ought .to

· be "· {u.11' growri, men " and a · weakness where
there should be:· spiritual power ;· hence·, the
poor, feeble, •flick�ring light in ·our testimo!Jy,
.and the lack of power in our ministry.

This blessed: fulness of Christ, and the con
tinual inflowing, and the mighty outflowing )Of

I 
God's Spiiit are ,practically unknown to us.
May God .iirl His infinite grace give :both the

- Chri�tiau reader and the writer, to 1 see in these
last perilous days, what it is which hirid'ers
our souls being, filled w.ith all the fulness·of God,
.and may He give us grace and spiritual energy
to remove it; so that we may be better servants,
more faithful witnesses, and brighter lights; so
that each one 1nay be like John the Baptist, a
·" burning and a shining light."
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Underneath each pair of branches was a 
"knop �f gpld" and remind us v�ry sweetly of 
divine s1tpport in our testimonY,. " Behold my 

· servant, ,whom I uphold." An� aga�p., "the
eternal God is thy refuge, and: underneath an� the
everlasting arms." Sun, moon, a�d ?Ja:t;s, �re
upheld by the word of His power, .plan�ts m9ve
in their spheres, and all. those .magni(i9�1}t,
-celestial bodies are kept rplling in their or-l�its
by that same divine, Al�ighty word.; but H;is

.People who have been redeemed at -•.cjl.n infi�ite
· cost, and are members of.1Christ's .mystical
body, are kept as the apple: of His -eye, a:;id
held in .the hollow of the hand whiGh measures

' 
. 

' 

the vast oceans and metes out· the heavens
l • • ' • 

with a span. , . . 
. ' . ) 

· Each :.I?ranch had " thre�-- bowl§ 1 �if{� :_:q:g.io
·almond�, . with a kn?p an� �. flow�" . ·These
may set. ·forth .the graces wpfch s�o�ld . adorn
ev�ry .believer in. Christ, . �n!3- which . should
specially characterize all tho�e-who seek to serve
Him he1:e bel9�. They br��g to our· rµinds
those three thi�gs which ��e•�o ·often coupled
together in the New Testament, viz, "Faith,
Hope, and Love." Faith in Christ ; love· to

. Christ ;· and hoping for , <;:hrist. These three
graces are seen in all their · loveliness and 

' , 

beauty, and in all their fulness and activity; in 
I, Thess. i. 3. The three bowls. are �een �lled 
with oil. But in the shaft, or centre stem, thereof 
which is sometimes called "the candlestick," 
,vere four bowls, because it represented Christ, 
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in whom was life as well as faith, hope, and 
love,' and this in all its divine fulness. 

The knop · and the flower, tell of fruit as 
well as bloom. The Child of God should exhibit 
all- the Christian graces, and bear lasting fruit 
unto God. The " almond"· tree is sometimes 
called the " resurrection " tree, because it is the 
first tr�e t0· show signs of life, after the long 
dreary n1onths of winter deadness. Hence its 
resurrection character. So all real fr_uit for God 
must-flow out of practical death to the flesh, and 
in the power of "resurrection" life. "Mortify 
therefore your members which are upon. the 
earth." "Reckon ye also yourselves to have 
died unto sin." ·Accounting ourselves as hav
ing been crucified with Christ� we are to 
live unto God, as those who are alive from the 
dead. �his, the Apostle desired for himself in 
Phil. iii. g. "That I may know Him, and the 
power of His· resurrection, and. the · fellowship 
of His- sufferings, being made conformable unto 
His death ; " so as to think; to speak and aat as 
a" resurrection;" man. Again, "always bearing 
about' in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, 
that the lif� also of Jesus might be made manifest 
in our mortal flesh." Being filled with and led 
of the Spirit, in order t9 bring forth·the fruit of 
the Spirit, to God's eternal praise and glory. 

Moses was also commanded to make golden 
snuffers for the lamp-stand, by w 1?-ich the wick 
could be trimmed, and remove that which would 
hinder the light burning clearly and brightly. 
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I have thought that Roman� v. 3-5, may some
what correspond with the teaching of the 
snuffers. " Tribulation worketh patience; a11d 
patience, experience ; and experience, hope; 
and hope maketh not ashamed; because the 
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost, which is given unto us." And 
again� " No chastening for the present seemeth 
to be joyous, but grievous; neverthele$S, after
ward it yieldeth the peaceable.fruit-of righteous
ness, unto therr which are exercised thereby.', 
(H�b. xii.) " That the trial of your faith, being 
much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 
though it be tried with fire, 1night be found 
unto praise and honour and glory at the ap
pearing of Jesus Christ." (r. Pet. i. 7.) Thus 
we see our God and Father is utilizing every 
trial and sorrow by the way, for His glory and 
for our good, for, 

"A Father's hand will never ca.use 

His child a needless tear." 

" We know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called .according to His purpose." He is in
finite in wisdom, . almighty in power, and His 
love is eternal and unchanging. There is no
thing too great for His power, and there is no
thing too small for His love. Whatever 
concerns His people is of the deepest in
terest to Him. He deigns to number the 
hairs of our head, and puts our tears into His 
bottle, and our thoughts into His book. 
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Neither will He suffer us to be tempted above 
that we are able; but will with the temptation, 
also make a way to escape, that we n1ay be able 
to bear it. 

The same priestly hand that used the golden 
snuffers, supplied 'the pure olive oil. So with 
our Great ·High Priest. He uses the spuffers 
with a skilful, pierced,' tender hand, and at the 
same time delights to ·make all grace abound 
towards us, filling our souls with joy and glad
ness, pouriJ?.g into our poor, wounded spirits 
the oil·of divine comfort and ·he�venly conso
iation. The�believer is therefore able to rejoice 
in tribulation, and to count it all joy when he 
falls into divers trials, knowing that God desires 
to deepen· His wor-k· in his soul, and- to draw 
him cl'oser to Himself. He trims the wick 
and causes the light to burn steadier and 
brighter. 

NO EXTINGUISHER. 

But in the divine instructions given to Moses 
as to making the g6lden lan:ip-stand, we a_re 
impressed with the omission· of an. e.xtinguj�h,er. 
�oes not the Spirit bf God im�ly pY_:'�.4}s. ?�i�
s1on, that God. never expects our hgl;it tq gp 
out ? That, in whatever circle ;;e a�e ·c�il�a. t_o 
move, whereevet)>ur lot'is c3rst, 6� whatever we 
may be doing, vie�. sh�U:1� 1-et_ ou� )fglit sp'ine,. 
Receiving light from H'Irti . �ho .is th:e Source 
of light, and in th¢ p·ower j of ·t��- Holy. Spirit 
reflecting it upon those around us; so that men; 
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seeing our good works ; may glorify our 
Father who is in heaven. We are to shine 
brightly in the family circle, in the work-shop; 
in. the drawing room, in the kitchen, in the 
coun.ting house or in the Jfactony, L'in our private 
life, as well as in our public service' for God ; 
yea, whether we eat or drink, or what
soever we do, we should do all to the glory of 
God, and be living epistles of Christ known 
and r,ead of all men. Under no circumstances 
is the. Christian to hide .the light, but to be 
like a candle set upon a. candlestick that. gives 
light :unto all that are in the house. 

Thus the Lord ,varns us against two very 
common subtle things which are so apt to 
become "extinguishers" to · the, light of the 
Christian, viz., ," the bushel/'' and "the bed" 
(Mark iv. 21.) The former, represents the 
world's merchandise-worldly gain and self advance
ment ; and the other speaks of the ease and 
slothfulness of the flesh, or self-indulgence. Both 
are equally dangerous to the believer's· testi
mony for G.od in the world. We have 
many sad examples of this given to us in 
scripture, which shew us how these very things 
became a; snare to God's people; and they are 
recorded for our admonition and warning. 

We might notice ·one or two cases. In read
ing the history of Lot in the book of Genesist

we see one who put his light beneath the bushel; 
who sacrificed his proper testimony for the sake 
of worldly prosperity. " He beheld all the 
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plain of Jorda:t;1, that it was well watered every
where, even as the garden of the Lord, like the

land of Egypt, as 'thou comest out of Zoar ; and 
Lot chose, him all the plain. of Jordan." ( Gen. 
xiii. 10, 11.) T.he spot which he chose for
hirnself w.as '� like the land of Egypt," the place
into :which he had gone with Abram during the
famin� in Canaan. There they ·.made money
fast.;. their .flocks grew, and their herds increased
rapidly. ·B·ut sad it ·is to.think that during the
time of their /sojourn in Egypt; we have'. no
mention. of Ahram's " altar," nor his " terit. P 

They �ught to.•have formed his light for the
living God, .in the midst of the dark idolatry
around. The word '' Egypt" means " that
which binds " or ''straitens," qnd is a type
of the world, which hinders the C�ristian
wbo endeavours to witness a good confession·
for ] eSl..\S Chri8t. It throws its dust· into
hi$ eyes so that he cannot see afar off; it
brjngs lef1nness into. his soul, and· barr:enne�s
into his 1servic;e � yet this was Lots�� 'choice�
N ohy.ithstanding the solemn fact. that ·tts
character was ".ex<;eedingly: wicked," and ·its
destiny "judgment."

HE: sel�cted: tp.is spot simply for the sake of 
"getting. on in the world," fo�getting that his 
great busipe�s. i� the world was to. shine for 
God. .Lot pt1;t J;1is _light· beneath the 'bushel, 
and on the eve of ·destruction, the v.ery night 
before the whole scene was destroyed with fire 
and brimstone, he attempteq to let that light 
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shine before his own relations, but it was too 
late; " he was as one that mocked unto them." 
They did not believe a word he said, simply 
because his life denied what his lips proclaimed. 
He told them that judgment was inevitable; yea, 
the judge was at the door to execute the solemn 
sentence, but they believed him not. Poor Lot 1 
He lost the joy of his salvation in that ungodly 
city, "for. his righteous soul was vexed" with 
what he heard and saw day by day around him .. 
His testimony was a complete failure. His eyes 
had been blinded by the gold dust of Sodom; 
his whole soul had become engrossed with 
the things connected with the well-watered 
plains of Jordan ; he had spent time and· 
talents, and had put forth all the energy he 
possessed, to gather together a little of its 
property and its weafth. He had diligently 
sought its pomp and glory, and now all must 
go, although he himself was saved, "yet so as 
by fire." His life was untouched, but his tinie 
of service had been ,vasted, and his reward 
must be a b\ank. His light had been hidden 
beneath the bushel, and extinguished by the 
love of the world. 

Then in David's history, we have a solemn 
warning against " the bed." We read : " It 
came to pass after the year was expired, at the 
time when kings go forth to battle, that David 
sent J oab, and his servants with him, and all 
Israel; and they destroyed the children of 
Ammon, and b�sieged Rabbah. But David-

I 
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tarried .still in J erusalen1. And it came to pass 
in an evening tide, that David arose from off 
his bed, and ·walked upon the roof of the king's 
house ; and from the roof he saw a woman 
washing herself." &c. (2. Sam. xi. I. 2.) 
David's place was at the head of his army, in
stead of which, we find hin1 tarrying in J erusa
lym. He preferred the ease and luxury of the 
palace, to the hardship of the battle field, and 
gave way to �loth and indolence. 

We know the sad, dark sequel. What terrible 
results followed! Satan, who ever goes about 
seeking whom he may devour, .was watching 
the slothful self-indulgent king, immediately 
prepares a trap, and seeks tu ensnare poor, idle 
David's feet. Bathsheba was upon the house
top near to the palace, and the king of Israel 
was caught in the net of the fowler; he goes 
down step by step, until he stands before God, 
guilty of those awful sins which are recorded 
against him on the pages of God's holy Word; 
they are written for our warning and profit. 

,¥ e have the same kind of treacherous heart 
that David had. The flesh seeks for indulgence 
now as much as it did then; and we are still 
in danger of putting our light beneath the bed. 
There: is a .tendency even in the most honoured 
of God's servants, to leave the path of duty, 
,vhich may cost them some self-denial, some 
sacrifice to the flesh, for that path which is 
more pleasing to nature; some "by-path 
meadow." Hence, the Spirit of God, the 
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faithful biographer, has recorded these solemn 
incidents to put us upon our guard; so that 
where we see such mighty men falling, we may 
take go"od heed unto our ways. "Watch and 
pray," said the One who knows what is in 
man, "lest ye enter into ternptation." 

John Mark left the apostle Paul and the 
Lord's service, because the flesh preferred the 
con1f orts of his mother's home, to the dangers 
and trials of carrying the Gospel to the regions 
beyond. Demas forsook the same honoured 
servant of Christ, because his heart was set 
upon the fleeting, perishing things of this 
present world. Yea, so faithless is the flesh, 
that all the disciples forsopk the Lord when 
He stood before Pilate; and all in Asia turned 
their backs upon Paul when placed before 
Nero's judgment-seat. May the Lord in His great 
goodne�s. give us grace to keep clear of the 
"bushel" and of the "bed," and thus be kept 
shining for Him, whether the way be smooth or 
rough, or our friends be few or many. "Count
ing all things but loss, for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord." 
"Enduring as seeing Him who is invisible." 
Th�n. shall we choose, rather " to suffer affliction 
�ith the people of God, than to enjoy the ·plea
sures of sin for a season ; " a.r. d " esteem the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the.
treasures in Egypt. We shall be kept as '' a city

"' 

set upon a hill which cannot be hid," and as a 
lamp upon the lamp-stand giv_ing light unto all 
that are in the house. 
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We now con1e to the last piece of furniture 
in the Tabernacle, viz, 

THE GOLDEN ALTAR, 

or the altar of sweet incense. (Exodus xxx. 
1-8.). In this ,ve have a type_ of the high

}·riestly work of our Lord Jesus Christ. There
seems to be an intimate connection between
t!1is piec� of furniture and the others we have
c·onsidered. The thro�e of grace i� set forth
in " t-he ark and mercy-seat,"-God's appointed
ll?eeting-place ; he_re He delights to see our faces 
a'nd to hear our voices ; yet how seldom are 
we found there. H;ow very little we know really 
what it is to get alone with God, and there hold 
sweet, hallowed and unveiled communion with 
J:Iimself in the Holiest of all ? We gaze upon the 
the twelve loaves upon the golden table and 
t:i.lk so m·uch about them, and yet enjoy so little 
o:f that which �hey typify; our fellowship with 
the Father being so often interrupted through 
folly anci sin: . 

As ,ve behold the seven branched lamp-stand, 
an·ci learn fr_om it what God expects of ·us, viz, 
to be ever living and shining for Christ ; and 
when we think how very little .this is the case, 
and juage ·ourpelves in the light of the Sanctu
ary; what sha:me a?d confusion of face belong 
to us? 

What poor flickering lights we have been ; 
our testimony is so feeble, our service so poor, 
and our light so dim. There is failure every-
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where ; ,ve are found sadly ·wanting when 
weighed in the balances of the sanctuary; our 
,vorks are indeed faulty when tried by God's 
unerring standard. 

But what a relief to be able to turn from self 
altogether, and fix the eye of faith upon the per
fect One at God,.s right hand, and consider His 
service for us as our great High Priest. He 
has passed through the heavens into heaven 
itself, and ever lives to 1nake intercession 
for us, His saints. He is always 1neeting the 
requiren1ents of the holy place on our behalf, 
,vhilst we are here amid failure, short-coming 
and sin. He has taken up our case and 
will bring it t6 a triun1phant issue. Our 
prayers so imperfect, our praises so meagre, 
our service so faulty and our testimony so feeble, 
ascend up to God acceptably, because He pre
sents them richly perfumed with the s,veet 
fragrance of His o,vn intercession. 

REST. 

This is what ,ve have set forth in " the 
golden altar of incense." Here the believer 
finds rest of heart, even as ·at " the brazen altar,, 
he finds rest of conscience. But it is important 
to notice, that ,ve cannot enjoy the former until 
we have experienced the latter. As the priest 
had to pass " the altar of sacrifice" before he 
could reach "the altar of incense," so ·we must 
first know Christ in death, ere we can know Him 
in resurrection, and_: _enjoy His High Priestly 
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work. Man's religion reverses this order ; he 
hopes by his prayers, tears, and religious 
performances, to appease God's wrath, to 
merit His favour, and thus by his own good 
·works obtain peace with Him. He supposes that
the work of Christ will make up any deficiency
there may be found when he comes to die.

But God will not give His glory unto
another, neither will He permit any to add
to or take away from the work of Christ, by
which He has been so iii.finitely and eternally
glorified. Nay, the Word of God puts the un
saved sinner at God's bar, and declares hi1n to be
guilty, and worthy of death. It says," they that
are in ,the flesh cannot please God." Again,
"For we must needs die, and are as Water spilt
on the ground, which cannot be gathered up
again; neither doth God respect any person;
yet He doth devise means that His ba.nished
be not expelledfrom Him." Thus have ,ve the
the sinner's ruin clearly stated, and Ood's re
medy as clearly set' forth in type, in " the
brazen altar." Faith beholds the One ·who was
once in death, �live again for evermore; and 
in that endless life He has becon1e " a Priest 
after the order of Melchisedec,'' having no pre

decessor, and eternal praises to,His name, He will 
have no successor·.' As such, ·He is at the golden 
a1tar, ever living "to make intercession for the 
saints according to the will of God." 

The altar of ·incense was made. of shitti1n
wood, a�d ,va8 overlaid with pure gold. This as-
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sures the tried and ten1pted saint, that He who 
was " God 1nanifest in flesh," is just the same 
now He is before the throne. He is very God, yet 
perfect Man. In Hebrews i; the Apostle proves 
the divinity of Christ from Old Testament 
Scriptures, shewing Him to be the Son of God. 
Then in chapter ii, from the san1e inspired 
writings, he proves_ His humanity, declaring 
.Him to be the Son of Man. Chapter iii, gives 
us the exhortation to consider Hin1 the Higli 
Priest of our profession, who, as the anti-type 
of Moses came from God to us, and as the anti!.

typical Aaron, has gone from us to God. 
Then in chapter iv, he exclai1ns, "seeing t�en 

that we have a great High Priest, that is passed 
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us

hold fast our profession. For we have· not an 
high priest which cannot be touched with -the 
feeling of our: infirmities ; but was in· all poin·ts 
tempted like' as we are, yet without sin. Let 
us therefore- come boldly unto the throne 6£ 
grace, that we n1a y obtain mercy, and find grac� 
to help in time of need." The high priest before 
the throne is Jesus, the name given unto Hini 
-as a man, the anti-type of the wood; He is the
Son of God, the anti-type of the gold ; to Hin1
all power is given. Being perfect Man, as
well as God, He is able to sympathize with His
people in all their tr·ials and sorrows.

Being the Son of God, as well as Son of
Man; He is able to .succour_ th�m, and -:to
bring them off more than conquerors by His
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own Almighty power. Thus we see that all His 
divine energy and power, as well as His human 
sympathy and love, are engaged in His High 
Priestly work for us. Hence, all will and must be 
well. In the cloudy day, in the darkest hour, and 
in the most adverse circumstance through which 
we are called to pass, faith looks into God's 
presence, and beholds ''Jesus crowned with 
glory and honour,." as our great High Priest, 
and exclaims, '' We have �uch an High Priest, 
_who is set down on the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty in the heavens." (Heb. viii. i.) 

The golden altar was " two cubits" high; 
that is, half a cubit higher then either the 
ark and mercy-seat, or the table of shewbread. 
In this we have a type of our High Priest, who 
is made " higher than the heavens" that He 
might fill all things. He has gone into heaven 
itself, and in the presence of God represents 
His people. H�_is continually interceeding for 
them according to the value of· the sweet 
fragranc� and merit of His own Name, the anti
type of the sweet incense which was continually 
burn�ng upon the golden altar, and ever filling 
.the Sanctuary with clouds of precious perfume. 

SWEET INCENSE. 

The "incense" was made of sweet smelling 
and costly spices, each of which was procured 
in one of two ways, either hy bruising or by 
peeling; that is, either by means of crushing, 
.or by the• process of stripping, both of ,vhich 
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carry our n1inds again to the place called "Cal
vary," ,vhere Christ was stripped of all that 
He had as "Jehovah's fellow," and where He 
was bruised and put to shame. Satan was per
mitted to bruise His heel, and guilty man to 
bruise His body ; it also pleased Jehovah to 
bruise Him, and to put Hin1 to grief, ,v heri. His 
soul was made an offering for sin. And now the 
rich fragrance- of that finished work is ever 
ascending before God as a sweet sn1elling 
savour. The One who accomplished that work 
is ever living to represent His people before the 
face of God. 
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LECTURE VII. 

OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST. 

E have now to consider briefly Jesus 
as our Great High Priest, "as repre

sented in Aaron of old in his robes 
for glory and beauty," as recorded in Exodus 
xxv111. 'fhe name "Aaron" means "very high," 
and ren1inds us of the exaltation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, wJ:?-o is the head of God's priestly 
house; God hath raised Him from the dead, 
and placed Him at His own right hand, far 
above all principality and power, and might 
and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that which 
is to come; and hath put all things under His· 
feet, and hath given all things into His hand. 
God hath given Him a name which is above 
every name, to which, every knee must bow. 
In His love and pity He came down into the 
lowest place on earth, and has now gone up 
and is enthroned far above all heavens, as the 
Sin-purger, and as the representative of His 
people. 
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A.aron's work as high priest of Israel, was to
sprinkle the blood upon, and before the 1nercy� 
seat on the great day of atonement, and 
thus n1ake reconciliation for the sins of the 
people. . So with Aaron's anti-type, He has 
entered, not• into the holy places 1nade with 
hands, whicli are the figures of the true, but into 
heaven its•elf by His own-�lood, having obtaine� 
eternal redemption for us. If was Aaron's work 
also to "trim the lamps," and to "burn incense;., 
upon the golden altar every night and morning, 
so that by day and by night the lights were 
burning, and the sweet incense was continually 
ascending up before God. Thus the Lord Jesus 
is seen as the girded High Priest, walking in 
the midst of the seven golden candlesticks in 
Rev. i, and at the golden altar in Rev. viii. 
3, 4, "having a golden censer, and the.re wa� 
given unto Him much incense, that He should 
offer it with the prayers of all saints, upon the 
golden altar which ·was before the throne; and 
the sn1oke of the incense, which came with the 
prayers of the saints, ascended up before God 
out of the angel's hand.'' (Christ here assumes· 
the angelic form as in rlays of old.) 

. 

THE TABLE OF SHEWBREAD. 

Then . it ,vas Aaron's duty to arrange the 
loaves upon the table before the Lord; which 
�re typical of Christ before G9d, as the One 
ever satisfying, His heart, and who is the eternal 
portion of His people. 
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It was also the work of the high priest to 
appoint to each of the divisions of the tribe of 
Levi their respective service, when the Taber
nacle was being 1noved. So with the Lord 
Jesus, the Master of assemblies, He it is who 
appoints to every man his work. All service 
should be in subjection to His Lordship. Paul 
said "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" 
And I saiah exclaimed, "Here an1 I, send me." 
And the day is rapidly approaching ,vhen He 
yvill return according to His 01,vn promise, 
" Behold I come quickly-; a11d my reward is 
with me, to give to every man �ccording as his 
work shall be." He will abundant1y and 
eternally reward all that He can approve of. 

The garments of the high priest in Israel 
were ·also '' foreshadowings of good things to 
�ome.'" Hence we have such a minute descrip
tion given of them in Exodus xxviii. Because
"every whit uttereth His glory." These gar
ments were in seven parts, (Ex. xxix. 5, 6.) and
set forth the perfection of the High Priestly work
of Christ, which meets God's every clain1 and
9ur constant need. The following was the order
in which Aaron put them on.

(1) THE FINE LINEN COAT,

which was worn next to his person, and sets 
forth the pitrity, the spotlessness of Christ. He 
was this when on earth surrounded by defile
ment and sin ; as such He undertook our 
case ; and He is still "Jehovah's righteotts Ser-
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vant ; " " righteousness being the girdle of His 
loins." 

(2) · THE ROBE OF THE EPHOD

can1e next, and was made " all of blue ; ·, typi
fying the Heavenly character of Christ's priesthood. 
"If He ,vere on earth He should not be a 
priest," is the argu1nent of the Apostle in Heb. 
vii, seeing that Christ "sprang out of Juda," the 
royal tribe, and not out of Levi, which was 
the priestly tribe. Hence, in resurrection 
" He ,vas n1ade a minister of the;Sanctuary, and 
of the true Tabernacle which the Lord, pitched, 
and not man." He becan1e an High Priest 
after the Aar0nic pattern, but after the order of 
Melchi�edec, King of Salem,-_'•_which is by inter
pretation, " King of rig�teousness," and " King 
of peace.'' 

This blue robe ,vas surrounded at the botto1n 
with "golden bells and po1negranates," telling 
us of sound andfr-uit. In the former, ·we have 
the divine testimony of the Holy Ghost, who is a 
witness to us of the resurrection of Christ, and 
in the latter, we have earthly fr11,it borne before 
God. The red colour of the inside of the 
pomegranate, speaks of' redemption by blood ; 
the foretaste of that rich redemption fruit is 
no,v in God Is presence, even Christ Jesus the 
Head of the new creation; the full harvest 
of which will be the new Heavens, and the 
new earth wherein righteousness shall dwell. 
Meanwhile, it is for us who have been redeemed 
by that blood, to seek at all times to have the 
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'.'bell and the po1negranate," the sound and the 
fruit. That is, life-fruit as well as lip-sound. 

(3) THE EPHOD.

This was the next part of the priestly robes 
put on. It was made of " blue, purple, scarlet, 
and fine twined linen," in w.hich were worked 
" wires of gold." In this we see the suitability
ot Christ's priestly work. In the various 
colours, which we have already dwelt upon, we 
have all the perfection of His humanity, and in 
the golden wire, all the strength of His divinity 
engaged for us, day and night exercised on our 
behalf. 

(4) 'rHE BREAST-PLATE.

This was made of the same material as the 
Ephod. It was four-square, and in it were 
placed" twelve precious stones," and upon each 
stone was engraved one of t�e names of the 
twelve tribes of Israel. So that all Israel were 
i;�prese·n ted in the breast-p.late before God. The 
i:oungest as well as the eldest, the weakest as 
,vell as the strongest, was borne· continually. 
tjpon Aaron's heart. Each name was engraved
upon the costly jewel. Not written, nor y�t 
sqr.atqhed upon; but beautifully and deeply cut 
into the stone itself; so that it could not be 
rµbbed out, neither could it become effaced, 
b��ing engraved indelibly upon the precious 
sl:orie. 
· There ,vere twelve of th_ese stones, but not

two alike ; yet all were most precious. This 
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reminds us of the individuality of the believer. 
No two of the Apostles were exactly_ the same 
in character. Peter was never the fac-simile of 
John, neither was John of James. Paul was 
distinct from Barnabas, and Apollos had 
characteristics that were peculiar to himself. 

· Yet the Lord loved each and all, and ,vas seen
reflected in each one as he shone out in his own
peculiar character. So it is still in the Church
of- God. Each brother has his own natural
colour, and in each servant is seen son1e special
tint or shade, so)o speak. God loves to have
variety, as is seen in all his works. All His
works· praise Him, and His saints bless His
holy name.

But while the twelve stones were all different
in colour, they were all fastened to Aaron's
heart in the same secure ·way. Each stone
bearing its own name, was set in the ephod in
"an enclosing of gold," which kept it firmly,
and made it impossible for the stone to fall out.
The " gold " denotes that which is divine, and
teaches us the security of each child of God.
Each believer's name is so securely fixed to the
heart of our Great High Priest, that no created
power can ever remove it. None can pluck His
sheep out of His hand, neither can anyone sever
His saints from His heart.

The breast-plate bearing the twelve precious 
stones, was also fastened to Aaron's breast by a 
t,vofold bond. It was coupled to the shoulder
pieces by "rings of gold," and by "two 
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wreathen chains of gold," Then at the bottom 
corners, ,vere other " rings of gold" and a " blue 
ribband," which fastened the breast-:plate to the 
high priest's. waist. The" ring of gold " is a 
symbol of everlasting love ; the " chain of 
gold" sets forth in type, a divi"ne bond, and the 
"' blue ribband " denotes a heavenly tie. In 
this threefold n1anner was the breast-plate 
fastened to the " shoulder," the seat of strength,,
and bound to the " breast of Aaron," thi seat of 
affection. Exactly so with the New Testament 
-substance. Our Great High Priest, who has 
gone into heaven itself, has all power entrusted 
to Him, and bears up with omniipotent strength 
th� weakest believer, and presses to .His heart 
-of infinite love the feeblest child of God. In Heb. 
viii, directly we have the grand fcict stated, 
"' that Christ ever lives to make intercession 
·for the saints," comes the question, " Who
:Shall separate us from the love of Christ .? " As
though the ·Apostle's mind ,vent ha.ck to the
breast-plate, which was so securely faste;ned to
-the High Priest's heart.

(5) THE CURI.ODS .GIRDLE

which was put on -n�xt, was made of the same
·material as the_ephod, and it bound the other
·garments to the person of the high priest.
The" girdl'e" is the symbol of service, and pre-
··sents the Lord Jesus unto us, as the girded One,
.-ever ready for active service. · We may .come
·to Hi1n at all times, under all circu�staiices, in
:all place$, and ever.find Him prepared _to under-
take our case. 
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In John xiii., '' Jesus took' a towel and girded 
Himself, " ere he comn1enced to wash His dis
ciples' feet. And in Ephesians v., He is seen 
sanctifying and cleansing the Church, in order 
that He may present it to Himself, without spot, 
defile1nent, or wrinkle of age, or any such thing. 
When that Church i� in His glorious presence, 
and seated at the Father's table, He will ag<!in 
gird Himself, con1e forth, and serve those who 
have been faithful during His absence. 

( 6) THE MITRE

was made of ·' fine,.twined linen," and was bound 
around Aaron's head. The covering upon the 
head was a sign of subjection, as stated in 
r Cor. xi. 3, 15, and would thus represent the 
obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ. '' Though 
He were a Son, yet learned H·e obedience." 
Subjection to God characterized His whole life. 
�f the people were attracted to Him on account 
of His tender, gracious words, He replied: 
"The word which ye hear is not mine, but the 
Father's which sent Me." If they beheld His 
miracles, and were astonished at His mighty 
deeds, He said, " The Son can do nothing of 
Himself, but what He seeth the Father· do." 
Thus the great governing principle of His 
earthly career, was subjection to the Father's 
will, and obedience to His Word. His present 
session at God's right hand is still stamped 
with the san1e feature, as seen in the words, 
"Sit Thou on n1y right ha_nd, until I make Thy 
foes thy footstool." He is "the same yesterday, 

K 
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and to-day, and for ever." The believer sees 
the mitre upon His brow, and triumphs in the 
fact, that every thought of His mind is in 
hannony with, and in subjection to the will 
and mind of God. 

Then, upon the forefront of the n1itre, was 
placed 

(7) THE GOLDEN PLATE,

or cro,vn, upon which the words were inscribe d, 
"Holiness unto Jehovah." This was to be 
" always upon Aaron's forehead;" just as the 
·breast-plate· was continually upon his heart, and
the onyx stones constantly upon his shonlders ;
thus the children of Isra�l were " accepted
before the Lord." Jehovah could look upon
Aaron in his robes for glory and beauty, and
see each tribe represented there. He could
look with complacency upon each and all, and
lavish blessings upon them. So ·with Aaron's
anti type; His shoulders of omnipotent strength
uphold his peopl�, and His heart of love is
changeless towards then1. The golde_n plate
is always upon His forehead, and tells us that
He is ever occupied on behalf of his people ;
caring for each and all, as though He had
no . one else to care for ; attending to their,
necessities in such a way, as though He had
nothing else to attend to. Living to bless them
as He only can bless, and as He only kno,vs
how to.

As our God and Father looks upon the face 
of His Anointed, He beholds the weakest, 
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poorest member of His redeemed fan1i]y, as 
n1uch as the strongest, richest, and most ad
vanced in spiritual life. The whole Israel of 
God is accepted, and complete in Christ. All 
are viewed by God in Him 1 who dwells in 
that scene of unsullied light in all His worthi
ness and beauty, and who will be occupied with 
us and for us, until we safely arrive at home. 

'' We glory in the fulness, 

Of Him, who meets our need." 

He is seen only by faith now, but the day is soon 
coming when we shall see Him face to face in 
all His glory. 

This is the hope of His people. We are 
called to wait for God's Son fron1 heaven; He 
has promised '' to come again to receive us 
unto Himself, that where He is we may be also." 
" For our citizenship is in heaven; fron1 whence 
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." 
" Ana unto them that look for Him, shall He 
appear the second time, without sin, unto sal
vation." He is not to be always hid fron1 
our gaze in the holy place ; but as Aaron, on 
the day of his consecration to the priestly office, 
having made an end of offering the various sac
rifices, blessed the people, then ,vent into the 
Tabernacle newly clad in his priestly robe, and 
there appeared before God on Israel's behalf. 
They waited outside for him to re-appear ; 
watching intently for the curtain which hid him 
fro1n their sight to be drawn aside, and for their 
representative to come out and bless them. This 
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at length took place; their desire was granted, 
and their hopes realized. Aaron came out, and 
-spread out his hands and blessed then1 ; then 
" the glory of the Lord appeared unto �.11 the 
people." 

So ,vith our Great High Priest and His 
waiting saints, as we frequently sing, 

,: And c,hough awhile He be, 

Hid from the ey.es of men, 

His people look to see, 

Their great High Priest again 

In brightest glory He will come, 

And take His waiting people home." 

In the Gospel by Luke, we have Christ ac
complishing (like Aaron of old) the work of 
atonement ; presenting Himself as the anti-type 
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of the Burnt offering, the Peace offering, and 
the Sin offering without spot unto God. (Luke 
xxiii.) Then in chapter xxiv., we behold Hin1 
in resurrection lifting up His hands, and pro• 
nouncing the priestly blessing upon His dis• 
ciples. " And it came to pass, while He blessed 
the1n, He was parted fron1 them, and carried 
up into heaven;" "and while they.looked stead
fastly toward heaven, as He went up behold, 
t\vo men stood by them in white apparel; which 
also said, 'ye 1nen of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? This same Jesus, ,vhich is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven.'" (Acts i. 10, I 1.) He ,vent away with 
uplifted hands blessing them ; He still lives to 
bless, and will come again bringing the fulness 
of blessing with Him. 

Then, as of old, "the glory will appear unto 
all His people." He witl take His ranson1ed 
saints into the Father's House, into the i1nme• 
diate presence of God, and will there unfold to 
their \vondering eyes, the glory which He had 
,vith the Father before the foundation of the 
,vorld. There, in the palace of the King of kings, 
,ve shall behold Him in all His glory; and see 
the beauties and the graces of His adorable 
person, as we have never seen before ; and learn 
the perfection of His work, and mighty mysteries 
of His cross, as we have never learned hitherto. 

With delight will He place His blood-bought 
Bride, in all her bridal attire and beauty, 
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upon His own Throne; and with holy ecstasy 
we shall. scan the vast glories of His kingdom 
which shall never pass away. And oh ! blessed 
thought, glorious fact ! we are to reign with Him 
for ever. He as the risen glorified Man, will 
take possession of all that He createdi as the 
self-existing One, the eternal Word of God, and 
will share it with the Church for which He died. 
Did He not tell us this ? We dare not otherwise
allow such thoughts to enter our minds. W,ere it 
not written in the inspired volume; we ·dare 
not utter, or pen such words; but blessed be 
God, we do read it in His holy Word. All 
hon1age to the worthy Name of Him who said : 
" The glory which Thou ga vest me I have 
given them,. that they may be one, ev�n as we 
are one." (John xvii. 22.) In His infinite 
grace, and by His wondrous cross, we have 
been raised up together with Hin1self, and 
called to share His glory, and to be the partners 
of His throne. 

Such is the bright and glorious future of those 
who are saved by grace ; and such is the 
eternal portion of all those who have been ran
so1ned by His precious blood ; for this we are 
called to wait. With what delight we shall 
gaze into His lovely face when we see Him 
for the first time! How div�nely sweet His first 
word will fall upon our ears, "Arise, my love, 
my fair one, and come away! " And then, 
what joy will . be ours, as we follow Him 
through the pearly gates, and along the streets 
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of gold into the Father's house; there to take 
our places at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb! 

As His pierced hand places the crown of 
glory upon each brow, with what adoration ,ve 
shall cast it at His pierced feet, ascribing all 
the praise and glory to Hin1; saying, as Barzillai 
did to l(ing David, "Why should the King 
reco1npense 1ne with such a reward ? " And as 
the· Queen of Sheba, exclain1, "One half hath 
not been t·old 1ne ! " We shall spend eternity in 
His presence, and be "for ever ,vith the Lord." 

" Ho and we, together entering, 
'.rhose bright, courts above ; 

Ho and we, together shL\ring, 

All the Father's love. 
He and we, in that bright glory, 

Ono dee,p joy shn.11 shnre ; 
Ours. to be for ever with Him, 

His, tho.t we a.re there." 

Here, there is 1nuch to mar the joy of that pre
sence ; there we shall know the preciousness 
and fulness of eternal joy with the Lord. 

AARON'S SONS. 

Having considered the type of our great 
High Priest, we n1ay now look a little at the 
sons of Aaron, the priestly house, as they are 
continually associated with hin1 in the priestly 
office, and foreshadow the priestly character of 
the saints of God in this dispensation. In 
N tunbers i. iv., the Holy Spirit divides the can1p 
of Israel into three parts. In the first two 
chapters the rnen of ,var are 1nentioned, and 
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receive their directions fro1n God, as to how, 
and where they were to pitch their tents when 
the Tabernacle was resting ; and how they were 
to set forward when the Tabernacle was jour
neying. In chapters iii. iv., the other sections 
are referred to, viz.� the priestly family, and the 
tribe of Levi. 

We have in this, a threefold aspect of the 
believer ; first, as a warrior; secondly, a:s a 
worshipper, and thirdly, as a worker. The order 
is suggestive. The warrior comes first, and is 
in perfect keeping with the Book of Numbers, 
in which we l'fave the wilderness experience of 
God's people. They are seen in the place of 
danger; journeying through an enemy'� country; 

_ needing ever to be on the watch against the foe. 
So with the Christian. In the epistle to the 

Ephesians, the Church is seen in chapters 
i. ii., "seated in heavenly places in Christ," but
in chapter vi., it is seen wrestling against "prin
cipalities and powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against wicked spirits in
heavenly places." Hence, the need of the
apostolic exhortation, " Wherefore take unto
you the whole armour of God, that ye may be
able to with stand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand." To be ever on the alert
against the fraud and force of Satan ; watching
unto prayer continually, lest we enter into
temptation ; fighting the good fight of faith,
and serving as good soldiers of Jesus Christ,
under "Jehovah N issi," " the Lord my banner."
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vVe are taught to skilfully wield the s,vord 
of the Spirit against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, and to be valiant for the truth upon 
earth. Then follows the other two sections of 
the Camp, " Aaron and his sons," and " the 
tribe of Levi." Observe, the Levites do not 
come first, but the priestly hottse ; as th9ugh the 
Holy Spirit would teach us by this arrange
n1ent, that our Levite service outside, must flow 
out of our priestly comn1union inside, if it is to 
be acceptable to God. The divine order is, 
going in, and then going out ; in for communion, 
and out for service. 

In Heb. iii., we read, " Christ as a Son over 
His o,vn house; whose house are we, if we 
hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the 
hope firm unto the end.'' As 1nen1bers of the 
priestly house, we have liberty to enter into the 
holiest of all, and can approach the throne of 
grace for ourselves, and on the behalf of others. 
And as such, we are exhorted to " offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, 
the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His 
Name." " Ye also as living stones, are built up 
a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ." " Ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ; 
that ye should shew forth the praises of Hin1 
,vho hath called you out of darkness into His 
marvellous light." So in that grand doxology 
by John in Patmos, " Unto Hin1 that loveth 
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us, and washed us fron1 our sins in His o,vn 
blood, and hath n1ade us kings and priests ( or 
a kingdom of priests) unto God and His Father; 
to Him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. A1nen." 

Their names ,vere significant, from which \Ve 
may receive instruction and blessing. Aaron, 
as we have before seen, means "Very high," 
" exalted ; " a type of Him who was to come, 
and who is now enthroned in the highest 
heaven. N adab, signifies "a free, voluntary 
gift," and brings to our mind those grand words 
of the apostle," Thanks be unto God for His un
speakable gift." " For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only-begotten Son;" and" He 
that• spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Hi1n up for us all, ho,v shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things? " 

" For in Him, the Father gave 1.:s, 

All that boundless love could give." 

The Lord Jesus gave His life a ranson1 for 
many; as the Good Shepherd He gave His life 
for the sheep; and now says, " I give unto them 
eternal life ; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any n1an pluck them out of my 
hand." He has also given unto us " another 
Comforter," even the Spirit of Truth, who ,vill 
abide with us for ever. 

' 

Thus God voluntarily gave His own Son 
for us, and now freely gives eternal life unto 
those who believe in Jesus ; for, '' the gift of 
God is eternal ljfe, through J e�us Christ our
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Lord." Who hath also saved us, and given the 
earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. Abihu means, 
" He is my father." So in the anti-type. The 
believer is begotten of God, and is born into 
His family. " For ye have not received the 
spirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have 
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father." The very language used by 
our adorable Lord, when He addressed His 
Father in Gethsemane's garden, (Mar; xiv. 36,) is 
put into our hearts, and pressed out of our lips 
by the Holy Ghost. The corn of wheat has fallen 
into the ground and died, and now bears much 
fruit in resurrection. Hence, on the morning 
of His resurrection, Jesus said to Mary, " Go to 
n1y brethren, an� say unto them, I ascend unto 
n1y Father, and your Father; and to my God, 
and your c;i-od." We may well ex�laim with 
holy wonder, and with adoring hearts, "Be
hold, ·what manner of love the Father hath be
stowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God ! " 0 nee we were g_uilty rebels, 
but now bosom children ; once we were heirs 
of ·wrath, but no,v heirs of God and joint-heirs 
with Christ. 

" So nigh, so very nigh to God, 
I cannot nearer be ; 

For in the person of His Son, 
I am as near as He. 

So dear, so ve.ry dear to God, 

I cannot dearer be ; 
'the love wherewith He loves the Son 

Such is Hi, love for me." 
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Eleazar, denotes "the help of God," or," God, 
n1y Helper." God having in1partea to the 
believer eternal life, continually sustains that 
life. Being chi�dren we are upheld by the 
right hand of His righteousness, and encircled 
by His everlasting arms. Weak and feeble in our
selves, yet we are strengthened with all might 
according to the glorious power of Hin1 ,vho 
has pledged His word to help and to keep us 
in life, and to present us faultless before the 
presence of His glory with exceeding joy, in 
• the bright home above.

I than1a, means, " Island of palms." The 
believer is often likened to a palm tree in Scrip
ture, " The righteous shall flourish like the 
palm tree." The palm grows and flourishes 
where other trees cannot grow; they would be 
parched with heat and drought. So the child 
of- _God, who strikes his roots out broad and 
deep into .the mighty love of God, is kept 
green and flourishing, when all around is barren -
nes·s and death. He _has a joy, a peace, and a 
portion outside of himself, and above all his 
surroundings and circumstances, whi�h the 
world knows nothing of. He can say, " all n1 y 
springs are in Thee," the living God. The palm 
tree is noticeable in J er. x. 5, for its uprightness. 

This should be another chp.racteristic in the 
life of the Christian ; " For the 

GRACE OF GOD 

that bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all 
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n1en) teaching us, (that is, those who have re
ceived the salvation), that, denying ungodliness 
and ,vordly lusts, we should live soberly, right
eously, and _godly, in this present world." The 
palrn tree in the desert, is one of the greatest 
boons that the traveller has. It affords him 
shade and food, from which he derives rest and 
satisfaction, Thus it is with the believer who 
is full of Christ, and dwelling in God's love, he 
becon1es a channel of blessing to those he comes 
in contact with. He has the opened ear morn
ing by 1norning to hear his Father's voice, 
and is thereby prepared to speak a word in 
season to him that is weary during the day. 
He is enabied to weep with those that weep, 
and to rejoic!= with those that do. rejoice. He 
delights to do good unto _all men, and is pri
vileged by God, to speak words of peace and 
pardon, of love and light, to those who sit in 
darkness, and in the ... shadow of death. The 
pahn, too, is emblen1atical of victory, as seen 
in Lev. xxiii., and John xii.

The child of God realizing that God is for 
hi1n, that Christ is with, and the Holy Spirit· 
within him, is enabled to overcome the world, 
the flesh, and the devil in life. Should death 
co1ne, he is still victorious, and able to say," 0 

✓ 

death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is 
thy victory ? Thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
And oh! what victories will be his in that day; 
when the God of peace shall bruise Satan 
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beneath his feet ! " We shall come off n1ore 
than conquerors. through Him who loved us ; 
and he waves the paln1 branch in the King's 
palace, and exclaims, " Victory, victory, 
through the blood of the Lamb." 

In Exodus xxix. 4, we have their election by 
God out of all Israel, and the bathing with 
,vater in view of their fi.ll�ng the priestly office. 
They were chosen by God for th� office, and set 
apart with Aaron for the work. Even so, the 
Church of God was" chosen in Christ before the 
foundation of the world,'' and given by the 
Father out of the world, to the Son. (John 
�vii. 6.) " For whom He did foreknow, He also 
did presdetinate to be conformed to.the image 
of His Son, that He might be the first-born 
.among many brethren. Moreover, )Vhom He 
did predestinate, then1 He also called ; and 
whom He called, them He also justified ; and 
,vhom He justified, them He also glorified." 
When we see Him, we shall be like Him ; for 
He will change our bodies of humiliation, and 
fashion them like unto Jiis body of glory; we 
shall then praise and worship, as we have never 
done before. Meanwhile, we know we have 
been washed from our sins, and made whiter 
than snow. Yea, so gloriously and eternally 
has the blood of Christ met the claims of God. 
and so perfectly and effectually has it met our 
need, that the apostle challenges heaven, earth

,.

and hell, to lay a charge against God's-elect 
the priestly house. 
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In Exodus xxix., 5-8, we have their priestly 
garments. The " coats "· remind us of the 
'' coats of skin" which God made for our first 
parents, when they discovered their nakedness 
and unfitness for the divine presence; also of 
the " best robe" of Luke xv., which is ours in 
Christ. 'Rhe "girdle" denotes preparedness for 
service, like the true Servant in the Gospel by 
l\1ark, ahvays ready to go at God's bidding,.

and to buy.: up every opportunity to glorify His 
Nan1e. It also reminds us of our stranger-char
acter here below; like Israel on the night of the 
Passover, their loins were girded, ready for 
departure. So the Lord's word in Luke xii. is, 
"Let your loins be girded about, and your lights 
burning; and ye yourselves like unto men that 
wait for their Lord, when He will return from 
the wedding ; that when He cometh and 
knocketh they may open unto Hin1 in1me
diately : " then we shall serve Him day and 
night in His temple for ever. 

THE BONNETS. 

The "bonnet " or covering for the head,. 
signifies subjection to Christ our Head. (See 1

Cor. xi., I. 15). Our Father would have us. 
obedient children, not doing our own will, or 
seeking our own pleasure, but bringing into
subjection our thoughts, words, and actions to
Him whose we are, and the One--we are called to
serve. From verse 10-14, we have the grand 
truth of substitution� 

The bullock for the sin-offering ,vas brought,. 
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and Aaron and his sons laid ·their hands upon 
its head, in1plying identification ; the ani1nal 
was then killed, and its flesh burned outside the 
ca1np, the place o( separation. In that death, 
in God's account, they died, and henceforth 
were to live unto God. In this we have a fore
shadowing of the i1nportant truth contained in 
Gal. ii. 20, " I am crucified with Christ; never
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
1ne; a.nd the life which I now live in the flesh, 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who· loyed 
me, and gave Hin1self for me." In verses 15-18, 
we have their acceptance by God, s·et forth in t.he 
ram, °for a burnt-offering. They laid their hands 
upon its head, and were thereby represented in 
it. They sa,v it die, and watched·thefire consume 
the flesh upon the altar; they saw the flan1e as
cending towards Heaven as a proof of God's 
acceptance of their sacrifice ; so " Christ also 
hath lo_ved us, and hath given Himself a sacri
fice to God for a sweet-sm:elling savour ; " and 
we are accepted by God in all His woi:thiness. 
· Then follows ,in verses 19-2 r, the account
of thei.r sanctiji,cirtion. The ram of consecration
was 0Fought; again they laid their hands upon
its· heacl, and once more they beheld the blood
-flow on their • account-· part• of. ,vhic� was
put upon the right ear, the -right hand, and
the· right foot of Aaron and his sons; telling
them and us, the blood has met all our
need, and has removed every stain. Then the
holy anointing oil was sprinkled upon them,
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and upon their garments. Both their person, 
and their surroundings ,vere set apart unto the 
Lord. The oil was a type of the Holy Spirit', 
"whereby we are sealed unto the day of re
demption." The anointing which we have 
received from God, is the only power whereby 
we can worship Him. in Spirit and in truth." 
" F'or their sakes I sanctify n1yself, that they al
so n1ay be sanctified through the truth; " "for 
both He that sanctifieth, and they who are sancti
fied, are all of one ; for which .cause He -is not 
ashamed to call then1 bretnren." " We are 
bound to give thariks always to God for you, 
brethren 

BELOVE� OF THE LORD, . 
, 

beca�se-God hath fron1 the beginning .chosen 
you to sal�ation through sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth." "What.! know 
ye n�t that your body is tlie temple of the Holy 
Glfost which in in yol.l, which ye·ha�e of God, 
and y� are not your own ? For ye are bought 
with a price: therefore gl�rify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God's." 
Thus every believer is purchased by blood, 
indwelt by the Spirit, and sep�rated unto God. 

We have an account of their consecration, or, 
"filling the hand" (see margin) in verses 23-25. 
The saµie· hands which had been laid upon the 
head of the victim, are -now filled with the 
differerit parts of the sacrifiee, and waved before 
the Lord ; after which, the waved pieces were 

L 
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put upon the altar, fron1 which ascended a 
sweet savour unto Jehovah. This is the privi
lege of the priestly family still. As our hearts 
are full of Christ, and our hands are filled with 
the antitype of the ran1 of consecration, as we 
adore Hin1 for the gift of His love, and extol 
Him who is God's delight, so we glorify His 
Holy nan1e, and gladden His heart as no an
gelic being ever has done, or _can do. "How 
much better is thy love than wine! and the smell 
of thine ointments than all spices, "is His esti
mate of the worship coming from the heart, 
Ii ps, and life, of a sinner saved by -grace. 

Then follows_ in beautiful order in verses 
26-34, their privilege. They were not only
pennitted to come inside the Sanctuary, as in
chapter xxviii, 43,-even as every child of

, . 

God is privileged- to do, as in _Heb. x. · rg, but
much higher still was the honour conferred
upon them, in b.eing allowed to eat part of the
ram of conse�ration, and part of the unleavened
bread, ,vhich was Jehovah's food. The. breast,
the shoulder, and the bread in the basket was
their portion. The breast is the seat of the
affection, and speaks of the infinite love of
Christ, the devoted One, who gav� to the
world the strongest proof of His love and
devotedness· to His Father, possible for Him
to give, in laying down His life in obedience to
the Father's command1nent. He proved Bis
love to the Church, · in that " He gave Himself
for it." And what an incon1parable proof He
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-gave of His love to each individual believer,
as seen in those ,veighty, precious words, "The
Son of God, who loved me, and gave Him
self for me;'' Not ten thousand angels, not
ten thousand worlds, but Himself. This won
drous love is our portion here, as it will be
our everlasting portion above. The shoulder
is the place of power, the seat" of strength,
and beautifully sets forth the grand truth that
Almighty power, and On1nipotent strength are
exercised on the behalf of every child of God.
The shoulder which will bear the govern-
1nent of the universe, upholds the _tried and
weary traveller along the road to fhe bright
Jerusalem on high. The bread as we have
seen before, sets forth Christ as the satisfying
portion of God. This, too, we are called by
infinite grace to share. Hence, we have
infinite love, omnipotent strength, and divine
satisfaction in the. Lord Jesus Christ, which
can only be enjoyed in the holy place, in the
light of God's presence, and iii the power of
an ungrieved Spirit.

The provision made by God for Aaron ahd
his sons whilst in a defiling scene, we have
seen in the brazen laver, and do not notice
here.

THE TRIBE OF LEVI. 

We have already seen in the Levite, a type 
of the child of God in service. Nbt ,vorking 
for, but from sa}vation ; seeking to live to the 
glory of the One who has saved hin1. This is 
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the privilege of all believers. ·But why did 
God confer this honour upon this sp·ecial tribe? 
\¥as it because they had been so much better 
than others?- Nay, in Gen. xlix. 5-7, we have 
an insight into their character. Levi was joined 
to his brother Simeon in the matter of the 
_Shechen1ites, and· stood ·before God guilty of 
1nurder. Yea, so defiled were they, that 
Jacob said concerning them,_ " Simeon and 
Levi, are brethren; instruments of cruelty are 
in their habitations. 0 my soul, come not 
thou into their assen1bly, mine honour, be not 
thou united; for in their anger they slew a n1an, 
and in their self-will they digged down a wall. 
Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and 
their wrath, for it was cruel ; I will divide them 
in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel. " 

Here we find Levi, guilty of sin,- and stamped 
with a curse by the righteous judgment of God. 
A true picture · of our condition as unsaved 
sinners, being part of the world which has 
been proved guilty before the high ·court of 
Heaven. (Rom. iii.) The Apostle reminds the 
saints at Ephesus, tnat they were by nature the 
children of wrath even as other:s, and by 
practice the children of disobedience. Boast
ing is entirely excluded, as salvation is not of 
works, but of grace. 

But in Exodus xxxii. 26, we have the turning 
point in Levi's history. Moses found the whole 
can1p in a state of idolatry as he came down 
from the mount. Aaron had made a molten 
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calf, and th9se people who had seen- God's 
mighty works in Egypt, and at the Red Sea ; 
who had been Jed with bread from heaven, and 
supplied with ·water from the flinty ·rock, were 
saying, "These _be thy gods O Israel, which 
brought the up out of. the land of Egypt ; " they 
offered burnt offerings and peace offerings unto it. 
Into· that dark scene Moses came, and chal
lenged the whole assembly with the words, 
" Who is on the Lord's side? Let him come 
unto me." And all the tribe of Levi came 
out and gather�d themselves together unto 
him.· They took a decided stand for the 
living God, and turned their backs upon idols. 
Thi3 was the case with the converts at Thessa
lonica ; they " turned to God from idols, to 
serve the living and true God. " Thus is it 
with those who have heard the Gospel, and 
fron1 the heart believed it; they have passed from 
the power of death unto life. "Who hath 
delivered us _fron1 darkness, and hath trans
lated us into the kingdom of His dear Son." 

Before the Levites could be put in charge of 
the Tabe�nacle, they had to be cleansed and 
n1ade fit for the place. Hence, in N um. viii. 
6-14, we have the account of their cleansing
and of t.heir separation unto the Lord. We
1nay connect this cleansing process with
the A·postle's words, " And such were some of ·
you ; but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified,
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God; "and again, "N o-....v 
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ye are- clean through the word which I have 
spoken unto you." In N um. iii. 6, we have the 
the Lord's command: "Bring the tribe of Levi 
near." They. were fit for the Sanctuary, and 
God desired toJ have them near Himself. 
" Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that He might bring us to God; " 
and " now in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes 
were far off, are made nigh by the blood 
of Christ." " Now therefore ye are no 
n1ore strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens _with the saints, and of the Household 
of God." Made so nigh to Jesus, that ,ve read, 
" we are me111bersf of His body, of His flesh, 
and of His bones." 

They were then nmnbe1'ed; (N um iii. I 5.) each 
nan1e was put down on God's register, and 
recorded in f.Es book. Th� Lord Jesus said 
�o His disciples, "Rejoice, because your names 
are written in heaven." The name of the 
,veakest the poorest� believer, is registered in 
". the Lamb's book o{life," whence, no one can 
erase it. " Those -that Thou gavest me I have 
kept, and notJ one of them is lost," said the 
Son of God to His Father; and He ,vill yet 
put every member of the redeemed family under 
God's eye, in the· Father's House, and say, 
" Behold I and the children which God hath 

. "given me. 
Their position was n1arked out for then1 by 

God also. (verses 23, 29, 35.) They ,vere 
gather�d around one centre, God's Sanctuary. 
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"The Lamb as it had been slain" (Rev. v.,) 'is 
the centre of the heavenly ·glory, and should be 

... the only rallying point of saints on earth. He 
died that He might "gather together in one 
the· children of God that were scattered abroad; " 
and now says, " Gather my saints together 
unto Me;" and promises to be in the midst, 
,vhere two or three are gathered together in 
His name. 

Their service was also divinely appointed .. 
(verses 25, 31, 36.) The Gershonites had charge 
of the curtains &c ; the Kohathites carried 
the holy vessels, and the· Merarites were en
trusted with th� boards, pillars, pins and cords. 
A lVIerarite carrying a tiny pin, or taking charge 
of {apparently) an insignificant cord, was doing 
God's servic.e as much as the Kohathite who 
-

. . 

carried the a_rk and mercy-seat ; because it was 
the work given him to do by the God of Israel. 
There. need be no j�alousy, and should be no 
disorder. Every man was put into his own 
plac� by God, and e�ch one had_ his own divi
enly given work. Even so -should it be in the• 
Church of the present dispensation. Our 
heavenly Master has given to every man his 
work ; t}:ie talents have been bestowed accord
ing to His. o:wn infinite wisdom; and His word 
to each servant is, 

"OCCUPY TILL I COME." 

" God hath set the members. every one of �hem 
in the body, as it hath pleased Him; " and 
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the Holy Spirit has divided the various gifts 
'·' to every n1an severally as He will." 

The day is fast coining, when our Lord will 
return and summon His servants into His 

, . 

presence �o give an account of their steward-
ship. He will then render to every man ac
�ording to his work. "Behold, I come quickly; 
and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according. as his work shall be," is His o·wn 
pron1ise to cheer our hearts, and to stimulate 
·to- diligence in service. He will say to each
diligent, faithful servant, " Well done, thou
good a_nd faithful servant: I will make thee
r:uler over many things : enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord."

We might also briefly co11:sider their nanies,
as they are very suggestive. Levi was the father,
and means "joined," and 1nay remind us of
tpe word, " He that is joined unto the Lord
is one spirit." W-e sing,

"Lor<i Jesus, are we one with 'l'hee? 
0 height. 0 depth of love! 

Once slain for
_ 
us upon the tree, 

We're one with Thee above." 

Gershon was Levi's eldest sqn, and signifies 
,·, a stranger. " The believer being united, to 
Christ, the Head in heaven, becomes a stranger 
in the world ; for " they are not of the world 
even as I am not of the world," Jesus said. 
" These all died in faith, not having received 
tpe promises, but having seen them afar off, 
and were persuaded of them, and embraced 
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the_n1, and confessed that they ,vere strangers 
and pilgri1ns on the earth," is the Holy Spirit's 
testimony concerning the Old Testament saints; 
and as strangers and pilgri1ns, ,ve are exhort
ed to " abstain fro111 fleshly lusts, which war 

' 
J 

against the soul." 
Libni was Gershon's eldest son, and. n1eans 

"whiteness," telling us how thoroughly the 
blood of Christ has purged -us from sins, making 
us "whiter than sno,v." To such the exhortation 
con1es, " Let thy garn1ents (i.e. our ,vhole life's 
conduct) be always white; and thy head lack 
no ointn1ent." As the Son of Man walked in 
the n1idst of the seven golden la1npstands, He 
beheld a few faithful followers at Sardis, and 
said, " Thou hast a fe,v names even in Sardis 
,vhich have not defiled their garments; and 
they shall walk with me in white : for they 
are worthy." 

Shi1nei, denotes "he that hears," "that obey." 
There is on]y one way whereby our: garments 
can be kept unspotted from the world, namely, 
" By taking heed thereto according to God's 
Word. " As we have the open ear morning 
by morning to hear our Father's voice, coming 
to His holy Word with unshod feet, and ih a 
child-like spirit, saying, "Speak Lord, for Thy 
servant heareth ; " seeking grace to do His 
will, and to run in the way of His comn1and
n1ents ; so shall we apprehend His 1nind, and 
do those things which are pleasing in His sight, 
and be preserved from the -n<;t of the fov,Ier. 
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" Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to hearken than the fat of rams." 

l(oµath · _was Levi's second son, and signifies 
" congregation," or "assembly," and reminds 
us·of the saints of God corporately-the Church, 
or Asse�bly of God (See Greek) in this present 
dispensation. The Church is built upon the 
Rock of Ages, and is composed of all true 
believers in our Lord Jesus Christ ; each one 
being a living stone in the ljving teµiple of the 
living God. Called out from the world, and 
fron1 both Jevvs and Gentiles/; they are baptized 
into one body, of which Christ is the Head. As 
such, they are an "exalted people, " which is 
the me�ning of Amram, Kohath's eldest son. 
Quickened toget�e:r, raised together, and n1ade 
to sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. There in spirit already, and soon to be 
there in spirit, soul and body, to be glorified 
together for ever. 

Izehar, denotes " a coverin·g ; " our hearts are 
comforted ,vith the thought of our heavenly 
Father's ever watchful eye, and His protecting . 
hand being continually upon us. "Fear not, 
Abram ; I am thy shield, " was His word to 
His servant in Gen. xv. " He shall cover thee 
_·with ·His feathers, and. under His wings shalt 
thou trust, " has comforted the hearts of God's 
children in all ages ; it is as true to day as when 
first penned. Truly He covers and shelters us. 

Hebron means, "friendship," "communion," 
and bring� to our minds the words of Jesus : 
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"Henceforth I call you not servants ; for the 
servant knoweth not what his Lord doeth : 
but I have call�d you friends: for all tl)ings that 
I have heard of my Father I have made known unto 
you." We also thr!)ugh grace can say of Him, 
" This is my Beloved, and this is my friend. " 
" A friend that sticketh closer than a l3rother, " 
and a friendship which death cannot effect; 
for even after death, J �sus said, " Our fi1iend 
Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go, that I may awake 
hirn out of sleep." This. will be true on a much 
larger scale on the resurrection morning, when 
He w·ill awake the ·sleeping saints, and gather 
together their ransomed dust, and fashion each 
one like unto His body of glory; then we shall 
en Joy eter nal and unclouded friendship above. 
l\tiea1nvhile we are sustained and upheld by 
'' the· strength of God, " which is the meaning 
of U zziel. " Kept by the power of God." 

Merai;-i was Levi's third son, and signifies 
" sorrowful. " The Lord told His disciples 
�When about to leave them, that they would ,veep 
an<l: lan1ent, but the world would rejoice ; that 
they ,vould be sorrowful, but their sorro,v should 
be turned int9 joy. "In the work� ye shall have 
tribulation." " Weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy cometh in the morning." 

Mahli was Merari's eldest son, and denotes, 
" a song, " which brings to our minds the 
apostle's ,vords, "Sorrowful, yet always r�joic
ing; " even, " rejoicing in tribulation.'' Yea, 
such ,vas his joy and gladness, that when p�t 
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into the inner prison at Philippi with a scourged 
back, and ,vith fettered feet, he and Silas "prayed 
and sang praises unto God." Faith can say, 
"'..'· although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the 
olive sh�ll fail, and the fields, shall yield no 
meat; the flock shall be cut off fro111 the fold, 
and-there shall be no herd in the stalis ; yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
of my salvation.''· 

Mushi m�ans, "removed,'' or" taken away." -
This i� what the believer waits for� It may be 
the· summons by death like the apostle Paul, 
yet he could say, '' To depart and be with Christ 
is far better_." Simeon waS' ready to depart: ; 
Stephen was happy to go, and Paul was longing 
to be summoned home intq the King's presence .. 
Just oi::ie stroke of the exec�tioner's sword, and 
the rast tie which bound him to earth would be 
sev_ered; and then he would be -for ever with 
the Lord. 

Exchanging desert sands for golden streets ; 
'taken from the battle-field to stand before the 

. . 

throne; -laying down the cross to receive the 
crown. Removed from the taunts and jeers of.a 
Chris,tless world,. to have his Master's ·sn1ile in 
the glory. Or, better still, it mq.y be the assemb
lii;ig shout in the air which shall call us up 
higher. The Lord's promise was, " If I go and 
pr-epare a place for you, I will come again, and 
1;'eceive you· unto myself; that where· I am, there 
y� n1ay be also." "For the Lord Hin1self shall 
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descend fron1 hea'ven with a shout, with · the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God ; and the dead in Christ shall rise first ; 
then we which are alive and remain, shall be 
caught up together with then1 in the clouds, to 
1neet the · Lord i11 the air. " Changed into His: 
in1age in a m0_!11ent, and translated into His 
pr:esence in the twinkling of an eye, there to 
celebrate the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.: 

Beloved fellow-pilgrim, this is what we are 
called to wait and watch for. May we be kept 
upon the watch tower during the little while, 
He tarrie_s ; ever scaning the horizon for the 
first sign of the daybreak; looking for the Bright 
and Morning Star, which will chase away all the 
clouds and darkness of the present night of. 
sorrow ,. and usher in the day which will know· 
-neither cloud ·nor darkness. " Yet alittle ·while,.

an'd He that shall come, will come, and ,vill 
not tarry." May we continually hear Him say, 
"What I say unto you, I say unto all, 

"WATCH," 

And 1nay the language of our�hearts and lives 
ever be, " Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 

.Dear unsaved. reader, one word to you before 
I close. Whilst we look forward with delight 
to the tin1e, when Christ shall come, it causes 
our hearts a. pang of sorrow �to think that you 
would be left behind if unsaved when He comes. 
If you are unsaved, you are unprepared to die, 
and therefore not ready for the Lord's return. 
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Oh ! how solemn to be found in such a condition 
when the Master of the house shuts to the door. 

The Church will be removed, the light of 
the world will be taken away, and the door of 
mercy will be closed for ever. The clear, sweet 
sqund of a Saviour's love, and .the glorious mes
sage of a free and full salvation, will be heard 
no more. All those who have unheeded the 
warning, and have refused the offer of peace 
and pardon, and have rejected the Gospel, will 
-be left behind. The door will shut those vvho
are saved eternally inside, but it will also shut
those who are unsaved eternally outside. ·How
solemn! Outside, and shut out for ever! Shut
out from God and from Christ; from saints
and from happiness, and from all that is holy,
just and good, Shut out in eternal night in
hopeless despair.· Shut out with the _Devil
and his angels ; with the-licentious and the un
holy. To share Satan's doom ! Lost for ever !
Lost in the blackness of darkness, without a
single star to cheer, or glimmer of hope to en�
..courage, or ray of light to comfort .. Lost! amid
the weeping, and wailing, and �the gnashing of
'teeth; where the solemn' cry will be continually

. heard, " The harvest is past, and the summer 
is ended, and we are not saved." 

Thank God, this is not true of you yet. The 
acceptable year of the Lord still runs its course, 
and God still waits to be gracious. We once 
more point you to the wide open gate, and 
remind you of God's invitation, "Come now, 

, 
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and let us reason together ; though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they.be red like crimson, they shall be 
as .wool." The Lord Jesus still cries, " I am 
the door, J:>y me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved; "· and, "Him that cometh to me, I wi11 
�n no wise cast out. " The Holy Ghost still 
bears witness to the efficacy of the blood of 
Christ, and declares that "through 'this 1\llan 
is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins ; 
and by Him, all that believe are justified 
from all things, from which ye could not be 
justified by the law of Moses . .- As sinner$ saved 
by grace, we say, 

WHY WILL YE DIE? 

By all that ts holy and eternal, we beg you 
not to put off this great s�lvation. By the love 
�f God, l?y the cross of Christ, and by the testi
mony of the Holy Spirit, we entreat you to 
accept "the gift of God" which is eternal life. 
By an eternal heaven, and by a never-ending 
hell, we implore you to come. while God is 
waiting, and the door pf mercy stands ·wide 
op��- .Se�ing· that time is so short, life so un
certain, delays so dangerous, and such moment
ous· issues are at stake, we urge you to" believe 
<;>n the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.' 1 

, " Hear, and your soul shall live. "
"Verily, Verily, I say unto you, he that liearetli 
my word, and believeth on him that sent n1e, liat/r, 
everlasting '1ife, and shall not con1e into condem
nation, but is passed fron1 peath unto life." Then 
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having the assurance- of salvation, enjoying 
peace with God, and possessing eternal life, 
it ,vill be your happy privilege and constant 
desire, to know 111ore of Hin1 who saved you, 
even Jesus of whom Moses wrote, and to whon1 
these types and shadows point. The One, ·,vho 
beginning at Moses, and all the prophets, 
expounded in all the scriptures the things con
cerning Hin1self, and is now the centre of that 
scene of ineffable glory, the Father's delight, 
and-the Object of Heaven's worship. He is the 
Alpha and· the Omega -of God-'s purposes ; the 
Amen to all the inspired- writings ; the "All and 
in all" to the child of God: his present peace 
and everlasting portion. 

The more we know of Him, and the closer 
,ve walk by faith at His side, the harder we 
lean upon His arm, a�d the closer w,e nestle 
in His bosom, the more the longing of our 
souls will be to see Him face to face, and to 
be conformed to 'His i_mage. Desiring to be 
made n1orally now, what we shall be physically 
in resurrection. Then to bask for ever in the 

. 

sunshine of His sn1ile, resting in His dwelling-
place, and go nq n1ore out. 

To this end may our gracious God bless our 
meditations together upon " the Tabernacle in 
the wilderness, " in which, '' every whit utter
eth His glory." God grant it, for Christ's sake. 
Amen. 

C. Il.A.TEMA�, Printei:, 26, Paternoster Square.
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