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T H E T R U T H OF T H E ASSEMBLY 

LIGHT, EXPERIENCE, TEACHING 

EXODUS 15:1-3, 13, 17; PSALM 107 : 1-8; ACTS 11 : 19-26 

H.F.N. What is before me in reading these scrip
tures, is the thought of how we come into the assembly 
in a pisict^cal way ; t ha t each one of us might come 
into the t ru th of it thus in a real and practical way. 
Apart from this, we may lose what is distinctive of 
our day in regard to the position the Lord has given 
us in His sovereign goodness. Firstly, we come into 
it in the way of light, as Exodus 15 suggests: "Thou 
hast guided them by thy strength unto the abode of 
thy holiness," v. 13, "Thou shalt bring them in, 
and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance," 
v. 17. Secondly, in the book of Psalms we may see 
how we come into it as the fruit of experience; 
reaching the t ru th of the assembly in an experi
mental way, so tha t we are brought to a "c i ty of 
habitat ion," where we may "exal t him also in the 
congregation of the people, and praise him in the 
session of the elders," Psa. 107 : 7, 32. Thirdly, in 
the Acts of the Apostles, we come into it as the fruit 
of divine teaching. The ministry of Barnabas having 
established the saints in relation to the t ru th of 
the kingdom and the circle of Christian fellowship, 
Paul is brought in, and the result of his teaching is 
tha t the saints were formed into an assembly. I t 
is open to everyone of us, even the youngest, to 
bear assembly features as thus taught. 

W.J .H. Perhaps you would say what you mean 
by having par t in the assembly in a practical way 1 
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H.F.N. I t is easy enough to view ourselves as 
a congregation, and come together and expect 
certain persons to sustain the ministry, and so on, 
but the Lord would touch the heart of the very 
youngest, so tha t each might feel tha t he or she is 
a component part of the assembly, and be prepared 
to shoulder responsibility, and take an intelligent 
part in the service and privilege of the assembly. 
I t is an immense gain to any city, or to any local 
gathering of saints when every brother and sister is 
fully committed to the Lord, so tha t their interests 
are wholly bound up with the service and life of the 
assembly—that which is the chief interest of the 
Lord upon earth to-day. I t is the Lord's mind that 
every other interest should be subservient to the 
assembly, and tha t that should be paramount. 

J .S.D. What God has done in the overthrow of 
the enemy, as typified at the Red Sea, should touch 
our hearts and impress us with the great end He has 
before Him. 

H.F.N. That is, tha t we should make Him a 
dwelling. "This is my God, and I will glorify him 
[or, "make him a dwell ing"]; My father's God, and 
I will extol him," Exod. 15 : 2. This refers to the 
tabernacle, which was built as the fruit of the de-
votedness of God's people. They had been liberated 

i from Egypt, brought into covenant relationship with 
God, and the outcome of tha t is tha t they prepare 

1 Him a habitation. Then the second reference in 
verse 13, "Thou by thy mercy hast led forth the 
people tha t thou hast redeemed ; thou hast guided 
them by thy strength unto the abode of thy holiness," 
has reference to the assembly as in 1 Corinthians 1 : 1 , 
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" t h e assembly of God which is in Cor in th"—the 
assembly viewed as the abode of divine holiness. 
Then in verse 17, we are brought, in this song, to 
the very choicest thought of the assembly as the 
"mounta in of thine inheritance, the place that 
thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, the Sanc
tuary, Lord, tha t thy hands have prepared." So 
we get light as to the assembly at this early stage, 
leading on to the full light of our Ephesian position, 
tha t is, the light of all the counsels of God, typically 
coming out in this wonderful song. 

G.A.v.S. I t is important tha t each individual 
should make every personal interest subservient to 
this great thought, tha t he may be contributory to the 
assembly, the true dwelling place or habitation of God. 

E.E.S.L. The last place to which you referred 
says, " t h e place that thou, Jehovah, hast made 
thy dwelling," showing tha t the tabernacle was not 
merely something contributed to in material and work, 
but tha t God's people were themselves the dwelling 
place and have part in it. 

H.P.N. Not only are we contributors to enrich 
and build up the tabernacle, the assembly, but when 
we come to Ephesians it is really what is for God. 
The result of the ministry should not merely be tha t 
the saints are edified, but tha t in every locality 
there might be something more for God, so tha t the 
divine service might be enriched as the result of our 
coming together. 

G.A. That would make a great appeal to our 
hearts, for there is what is for God in the saints 
being together, apar t from anything tha t may trans
pire or tha t may have been said. 
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R.S. The song of Moses and the children of Israel, 
brings out tha t there is tha t in which God delights 
to dwell, tha t is, the praises of His people. 

H.F.N. Exactly ; so every brother and sister is 
to be a contributor in relation to the assembly, as 
pictured in the tabernacle system. There were not 
only the contributions of the men—every man whose 
heart prompted him was to bring gold, silver, etc., 
but the women, the sisters, and the principal men, 
the princes, were also to contribute. Then there is 
what the Lord gives sovereignly in the way of gift. 
One would desire tha t we might all accept the prin
ciple of responsibility to contribute, so as to enrich 
the assembly. 

S.E.E. Does the reception of divine light produce 
these promptings of love that would desire tha t God 
should have a habitation ? 

H.F.N. Yes ; so tha t each might take an affec
tionate and intelligent part in relation to the service 
of the assembly. 

E.E.S.L. Your reference to the sisters indicates tha t 
the contributions are not merely in what is audible ? 

H.F.N. Quite so. I t is very beautiful in tha t con
nection tha t the first thing the women contributed 
was the blue, Exod. 35 : 25. I suppose Mary of 
Magdala served in this way when she carried the 
Lord's message in John 20 to the disciples. 

W.J .H. There is a tendency with many to look 
upon redemption and some sense of deliverance 
from the world as the end, rather than the Lord in 
grace taking us up in view of His pleasure. 

H.F.N. That is so indeed. What follows here is 
tha t they are in accord with the thought of being 
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brought to the abode of God's holiness. One would 
like to give an impression to all of what it is to come 
there. Many will stand for purity of walk and even 
purity of doctrine as far as they know, but unless 
we get an impression of the abode of God's holiness 
we shall never be rightly exercised about the purity 
of our associations. 

S.E.E. Verse 13 speaks of their being "led forth," 
and verse 17, of their being "brought in." What is 
suggested in this ? 

H.F.N. Corinthians answers to verse 13, that is, 
we have a company of people brought out of a 
corrupt and idolatrous world, to form the assembly 
of God which is in Corinth. Being brought in to the 
mountain of God's inheritance, v. 17, views the 
assembly from the divine side. God has taken up 
His inheritance at the present moment in the saints, 
so that we begin to look at the assembly as presented 
in Ephesians entirely from the side of divine pleasure, 
where we can respond to God in His holy nature ; 
we are brought to enjoy the very choicest thoughts 
of the divine inheritance, to the place where He 
would plant them, in the mountain of His inheritance. 

S.E.E. It appears a long journey to some of us 
from what we are brought out of, to what God 
would bring us into. 

H.F.N. Indeed ! but do we not get impressions 
from the Lord in the way of light, even from our 
conversion ? Perhaps it has taken some of us a 
lifetime to work it out, but once a soul has had 
divine light from God in regard to the assembly in 
true spiritual power, he will never fit into any earthly 
system. 
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J.S.D. You spoke of the progress and expansion 
there is in these three references to the assembly in 
Exodus 15, does tha t correspond to our growing in 
the knowledge of the t ru th ? 

H.F.N. Well, I am sure it does. I t is a question of 
light here, and it took them many years to reach it. 
The defect in Miriam's song, as has been often ob
served, was tha t she dwelt only on present grace, 
with no reference to future glory, and so there was 
only one theme to her song ; but when we reach 
the divine thought of the assembly in spiritual 
power, we learn to embrace all the divine thoughts. 

G.A.v.S. The response of the chorus was not at 
the full height of the song. If we come short of God's 
thoughts of the inheritance, there is poverty in our 
response. 

H.F.N. I am sure there is. 
A.H. The great difficulty with many is tha t they 

are not truly disentangled from the world, so as to 
be able to sing such a song. 

Ques. What position does Moses take here ? 
H.F.N. He is the Leader ; the one who had led 

them out of Egypt ; he would express the authority 
of God. 

G.A.v.S. Would this song be the expression of 
how the assembly is actually brought out, so tha t it 
takes account of itself as completely brought out 
before it knows what it is to be brought in ? 

H.F.N. Yes ; we leave the world—Egypt—pub
licly, under the leadership of Christ as represented 
by Moses ; we have been, so to speak, baptised to 
Moses in the cloud, and in the sea ; we have publicly 
left the world, and having done that , we have only one 
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interest. The Lord has one chief interest now upon 
the earth, the assembly ; there never has been a time 
when He had not a supreme interest upon earth, and 
the man of faith is always in keeping with it. If we 
think of Daniel, God's chief interest in tha t day was 
the city of Jerusalem, and so Daniel had his window 
open towards Jerusalem and prayed three times a 
day. So the assembly, which is the chief interest 
of Christ upon earth to-day, should be our paramount 
interest ; it is to be understood in the ways of God, 
in the purpose of God, and in the working out of 
God's testimony. 

G.A.v.S. We should take up things more definitely 
from the point of view of the assembly as a whole, 
rather than individually as members of a congregation. 

H.F.N. Exactly. I do not think any brother or 
sister will be of true spiritual value in a locality, 
unless he or she is prepared to accept obligations as 
being of the assembly. 

E.E.S.L. In all our prayers the windows of our 
soul should be, so to speak, open towards Jerusalem. 

J .S.D. To what do you refer in speaking of our 
publicly leaving the world ? 

H.F.N. I t is connected with our baptism. No 
doubt most here understand the scriptural t ru th of 
household baptism, but nevertheless there comes a 
moment in our histories when we publicly leave the 
world under the leadership of Christ. We cannot be 
material for the assembly, nor support divine interests 
in the locality in which the Lord has set us, unless 
we openly cut our links with the world. I t is then 
we would begin to enrich the great tabernacle system 
and would get an ever increasing sense that the 
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assembly is the abode of God's holiness. Every
thing must be in accord with His holy nature, which 
we know is love. Then there would begin to dawn 
upon our souls the glory of the assembly as the 
great vessel of which it is said, " t o him be glory in 
the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations 
of the age of ages," Eph. 3 : 21. One's desire is tha t 
all might get a lasting impression of what the 
assembly is to the heart of God and of Christ, and 
the unique privilege of belonging to it. 

W.J .H. The apostle used profound language in 
Ephesians as. to that , saying, " t h e riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the saints." If tha t shines 
on us as light, even though we may not have reached 
it in its fulness, it will be a wonderful day ! 

H.F.N. I t would indeed, and what you say 
raises a very practical question. As we look back, 
the kind of ministry tha t helped us was tha t which 
was just beyond us, and this is what would help the 
young to-day. If things are presented in the power 
of attraction, it really causes us to move. 

B.O.L. In order to reach this we have to know 
something of the definite committal of Romans 12, 
presenting our bodies a living sacrifice to God. By 
this way we reach practically what God has for us 
in the abode of His holiness. 

A.H. Is it suggestive tha t Miriam used only one 
instrument ? 

H.F.N. There is a certain music in only one note, 
but you feel in regard of Miriam tha t her subsequent 
history proves tha t her soul had not embraced the 
great thought of God's purpose. 

A.H. In 1 Chronicles 1 3 : 8 , the cymbal, the 
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tambour, the lute, and the harp are instruments con
nected with God's abode ; but if we are content 
only to have the tambour, we shall fall short of what 
is in God's mind, shall we not ? 

H.F.N. Referring to Psalm 107, a psalm well 
known to us, we see how we come into the t ru th of 
the assembly in an experimental way. We may 
have things in the way of light—and there is a certain 
power in light to sustain the soul—but then, as we 
all know, the song of Israel died away and murmuring 
took its place. This psalm is a celebration of God's 
ways ; it opens by saying, " O give thanks unto 
the Lord, for he is good ; for his mercy endureth 
for ever." In verse 2 we are redeemed ; in verse 3, 
we are gathered out from the east, and the west, 
and the north, and the south ; and then in verse 7 
it says, " h e led them forth by a right way, tha t they 
might go to a city of habitat ion." We have these 
three things : we are redeemed, we become the 
absolute property of another ; then we are gathered 
from every quarter ; and then, it is said, "he led 
them forth by the right way, tha t they might go to a 
city of habitation." Along with that , the psalmist 
gives a record of the experiences through which we 
pass in order that we may reach this city of habita
tion. There are wanderings in a solitary way ; they 
found no city to dwell in ; they were hungry and 
thirsty, and cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and 
"he delivered them out of their distresses." If we 
are really to occupy our place in the assembly, 
and function there according to divine thoughts, and 
fill our appointed niche, we must take up these things 
in an experimental way. 
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W.J.H. The mat ter becomes one of intense desire, 
and the experiences of the wilderness are necessary 
in order to reach it. 

H.F.N. Exactly. You feel tha t we have to take 
it up in soul history with God ; tha t our place in 
the assembly now is not only measured by light, but 
by the experience we have gained with God in rela
tion to the wilderness, the great end in view being 
tha t we should come to a city of habitation. We 
get a well-known illustration of that in Acts 9. 

Saul of Tarsus was conscious not only of being re
deemed and gathered, but when Ananias put his 
hands upon him he must have felt he was in the city 
of habitation. There is a great deal of difference 
between a brother who speaks merely as having a 
good deal of light, and one who speaks as having been 
through experience with God, which gives authority 
and weight to what he has to say. 

G.A.v.S. Experience is not only the result of the 
length of time I have been acquainted with things, 
but the way in which they are worked out in the 
practical knowledge and enjoyment of my soul with 
God. 

L.P.M. The experience is liberating ; to go " t o a 
city of habitat ion," is tha t not liberation ? 

H.F.N. I t is exactly, so tha t at the end of the 
psalm you see the outcome of this experience is tha t 
you praise Him ; you exalt Him " in the congrega
tion of the people, and praise him in the session of 
the elders." A brother who has experience is of 
great value in the care meeting ; not only is the 
Lord to be praised in the congregation, but all the 
wealth and experience tha t is gained in the knowledge 
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of God results in His being praised " in the session of 
the elders." How valuable to have in any city a 
brother who has been through experience with God, 
so tha t as a result God is exalted in the congregation, 
and praised among the elders. 

W.J .H. One thing greatly to be desired as a 
result of meetings for care, is tha t God should be 
praised. Instead of our having our own way and 
asserting our own wills, tha t God should be praised. 

H.M. I suppose we never can reach tha t unless 
we go down to the sea in ships, and face the wind 
and the waves, which would speak of assembly 
difficulties. 

H.F.N. I am sure of that . What precedes is the 
divine education for it. I think this psalm is invaluable 
to us as showing the way in which we can come into 
the assembly on experimental lines. 

R.S. The Lord says in John 8, "he tha t followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life." I t is tha t which prompts our souls to 
respond in praise, is it not ? 

W.J .H. You suggest tha t in spite of the days 
we are in, the Lord graciously gives us to experience 
what it is to be part of His assembly, and to share 
in the service of praise, even though in weakness. 

H.F.N. I think what our brother referred to is 
well for us to weigh over ; tha t those who go down 
to the sea in ships, see the wonders of God in the 
deep. What a wealth of experience tha t kind of 
brother would bring into a care meeting, and how it 
would tend to secure tha t God should be exalted in 
the congregation of the people, and praised in the 
session of the elders. There is little real gain from a 
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care meeting, unless it results in the Lord being 
exalted. You feel what lasting good would issue 
from our care meetings, if everyone came with a 
wealth of intelligent experience gained from his 
knowledge of God as able to meet every situation. 

S.E.E. What is suggested in "he led them forth 
by a right w a y " ? 

H.F.N. I suppose the only right way is tha t 
which really leads to the land of God's purpose. 
There is only one right way through the wilderness, 
and it leads to the city of habitation. Saul of Tarsus 
is an illustration of one who was led by the right 
way. He came into the street tha t is called " Straight," 
and then he discovered tha t the assembly was a city 
of habitation. There are those who come in and 
out amongst us who never seem to find the city of 
habitation. 

W.J .H. That is to say, they are living a lonely 
life in their outlook and spirit and thus are isolated, 
whereas in the city of habitation the saints are set 
together in affection. 

A.H. The Lord in calling Paul had tha t in mind. 
Paul says, speaking to Agrippa, that he was sent, 
not only to "open their eyes and tu rn them from 
darkness to light," but tha t " t hey may receive . . . 
inheritance among them tha t are sanctified." 

L.P.M. The sisters and children are needed in a 
city of habitation ; it is not a matter of men only. 
All are necessary. 

H.F.N. In Acts 11, after the persecution of Stephen, 
it says, they came to "Antioch . . . announcing the 
glad tidings of the Lord Jesus." The title the "Lord 
J e s u s " is one tha t we hold in peculiar affection as 
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being the property of the assembly. I t is presented 
in this special setting in the New Testament, and 
seems to suggest the intimacy of reverent affection 
in the assembly. I t is her right to speak thus to 
Christ. The Ecclesiastical Commissioners are very 
careful about the preservation of their church pro
perty, and one feels that if we are to be true to Christ, 
we must get an impression of the value of our dis
tinctive property. 

The first reference here states, they went every
where preaching the word ; and later, a t Antioch, 
announcing the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus : tha t 
would result in the development of assembly features 
and affections. The title is a holy combination, 
indicating an intense reverence for the Person of 
Christ, and holy affections. We need to be maintained 
in balance as to our reverence for Christ and our 
affections for Him ; this would bring out t rue as
sembly features. The first reference to " t h e Lord 
J e sus " is in Luke 24, where they "found not the body 
of the Lord Jesus ." I t is not the body of Christ, or 
the body of Jesus, but " t h e body of the Lord Jesus." 
The next reference is in Acts 1 : 21, " t h e Lord Jesus 
came in and went out among us ." The third reference 
is by Stephen, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 
Here, in this preaching, we have it a t the very 
foundation of the assembly about to be developed 
under Paul 's ministry. 

G.A.v.S. So tha t the assembly stands in fixed 
relation to the Lord Jesus. I t is only as it is held in 
this relation actively, tha t it functions adequately. 

H.F.N. As our hearts are divinely moved with 
reverence and affection, we rightly say, "Lord 
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Jesus," and prove ourselves true assembly material. 
H.M. The bride in the Song of Solomon says, 

"Set me as a seal upon thy heart, as a seal upon 
thine arm"—she would suggest one who reverently 
loved Christ. 

L.P.M. Would you distinguish a little more 
between the thought of light, and what you mean 
by divine teaching ? 

H.F.N In divine teaching things are put in order 
in our renewed minds. We may have a great deal 
of light, but so mixed up tha t it is of very little use 
to us. The Lord makes use of divine teaching by 
the Spirit, so tha t things are put into an orderly 
form in the minds of the saints. 

L.P.M. The result at Antioch was that a great 
crowd were taught, and brought into the under
standing of the assembly ; they were not merely 
individual brothers and sisters, but merged to
gether and able to function. 

H.F.N. Exac t ly ; so tha t in Acts 13 we read of 
those who were ministering to the Lord there ; they 
had their part in the great anointed system and, as 
you say, they were functioning. 

What follows the preaching by those who were 
scattered leads on step by step, because as a result 
of that " a great number believed and turned unto 
the Lord." Then the next thing is that tidings of 
these things were sent out and reached the ears of 
the assembly, and they sent out Barnabas to go to 
Antioch. I t has been said that Barnabas was like 
the golden bar tha t united the boards of the taber
nacle ; his ministry had a binding and unifying in
fluence among the brethren, so we can see the wisdom 
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of their choice. He was a large-hearted, sympathetic 
brother, one without jealousy, and it says tha t he, 
having arrived, and seeing the grace of God, rejoiced 
and exhorted all " t h a t with purpose of heart they 
would cleave unto the Lord." As first turning to 
the Lord, we would become true subjects of the 
kingdom, and as abiding with the Lord, we come into 
the gain of the holy circle of Christian fellowship. 
Then the third thing is, " a large crowd of people 
were added to the Lord," involving tha t something 
divinely constructive had taken place in the minds 
of the saints, so tha t they were really " a d d e d to the 
Lord." Firstly, we read tha t they " tu rned to the 
Lord," Acts 11 : 21 ; secondly, they are exhorted to 
"abide with the Lord," v. 23, and thirdly, much 
people were "added to the Lord," v. 24. 

W.J .H. Is being " a d d e d " like being made a 
kingdom, as in Revelation 1 : 6 ? " T o him who 
loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his 
blood, and made us a kingdom." Being added, 
shows that the kingdom is increased, by those added 
to it. 

CM. What is the difference between being added 
" t o the L o r d " and "added toge ther" in chapter 2 ? 

H.F.N. I suppose that being "added together" is 
tha t you become an intelligent par t of tha t which 
God will use in His service and testimony. 

W.J .H. Unless there is subjection with us to the 
Lord, divine teaching cannot operate. 

H.F.N. Being "added to the Lord," and abiding 
"wi th the Lord," means tha t we have come under the 
holy, subduing effect of the lordship of Christ. We 
cannot bring an unsubdued will into the assembly, 
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or we should mar its functioning, and hinder the 
enjoyment of its privileges. 

S.E.'E. Although we cannot point to the assembly 
in a concrete way to-day, nevertheless there are 
those who are being "added ." In chapter 2 : 4 1 
they were " a d d e d " ; then in verse 47, "added 
together." They had been proved as persevering in 
the apostle's teaching and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread and in prayers, together with those already 
there. 

H.F.N. Yes. Now at this juncture in chapter 11, 
Barnabas recognises Paul as a better brother than 
himself, and he brings him forward. We never prosper 
in our localities until we are prepared to take a second 
place to a better brother than ourselves. He went 
away to Tarsus to seek out Saul, and having found 
him he brought him to Antioch, and they were 
together there for a whole year, and they taught a 
large crowd. I t has been remarked tha t we get the 
four seasons in a whole year ; perhaps they are not 
so marked in some countries as in others, but we all 
know the difference between winter and summer, 
and spring and autumn. I t is a great gain to spend 
a year spiritually, with the brethren. To be with 
them affectionately in every season ; as much when 
the cold winds are blowing, as when the sun is 
shining. 

G.H.W. Earlier, Barnabas was prepared to sacri
fice ; he sold his lands, and laid down the money at 
the apostles' feet. I t would make him effective in 
his service. 

H.F.N. I t would indeed. He was subject to the 
Lord's authority in the apostles. 
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A.H. The whole year would represent the whole 
period, too, I suppose. We are committed to the 
whole year, to go through things with the saints. 

H.F.N. There is great advantage in spending a 
whole year with the brethren, watching the results of 
the teaching the Lord gives, so tha t the city of 
habitation is reached through experience, and God 
is praised in the session of the elders. As the fruits 
of the service of Paul and Barnabas, the converts 
became an assembly, tha t is an intelligent vessel 
capable of entering into the thoughts of God's counsel ; 
able to function in His service, and to support the 
whole range of divine interests. Those merely forming 
a congregation are viewed apart from the acceptance 
of responsibility ; they may be interested or not, but 
as an assembly, we are exercised responsibly as to 
the part we have in relation to it, hence the great 
value of coming under spiritual teaching. There is 
a generation rising up amongst us tha t stands in 
need of teaching. 

W.J .H. Especially Paul 's teaching. Lydia, in 
chapter 16, recognised the importance of the things 
spoken by Paul. The element of patience would enter 
into this, both on the par t of those who teach, and 
those who are to be taught. Job said, " W h o teacheth 
like him ? " We could all bear eloquent testimony 
to the patience of God. 

J.S.D. Does tha t statement, " they were gathered 
together in the assembly and taught a large crowd," 
indicate the general need to be taught ? 

H.P.N. The rising generation stands in need of 
Paul 's teaching. We are in danger of taking things 
for granted, forgetting we were once young ourselves. 
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G.A.v.S. I t is sorrowfully possible for me to be 
amongst the people of God, and yet be in isolation 
as to my understanding. I may be outwardly there, 
yet not moving spiritually in assembly exercises and 
feelings. In such a wonderful environment as the 
Lord has placed us, we ought to be exercised to be 
intelligently in the assembly. 

S.S. As the result of the full year's tuition, the 
work of God comes to light : they were first called 
"Chris t ians" after the year's tuition. 

H.F.N. I think we should all recognise the great 
spiritual value of coming into the gain of teaching. 
You find those who, in the midst of the most spiritual 
teaching in the house of God, alas, do not move in 
response. 

R.S. Is this teaching all in view of our finding 
our place in the heavenly city ? 

H.F.N. That is what it would finally result in. 
As thinking of our place there, we should be con
cerned about finding our place here in the local 
assembly. 

S.E.E. The first scripture brings before us what 
God does sovereignly ; the second, what we reach 
experimentally; the third, what we enter upon 
intelligently. 

Sydney, 
April \bth, 1938 
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COMPLETENESS 
2 K I N G S 5 : 9-19; JTTDE 14, 15 ; COLOSSIANS 4 : 12-17 ; 

2 SAMUEL 6 : 11-17 

W H A T I desire to speak to you about, dear brethren, 
is the thought of completeness. To the assembly 
at Sardis, the Lord said, " I have not found thy 
works complete before my God," Rev. 3 : 2. Our 
desire is, tha t the Lord may search all our hearts 
in relation to whether there has been completion 
in regard to our assembly exercises. 

In the epistle to the Colossians, the Spirit of God 
brings out this thought of completeness ; first, in 
relation to the word of God, we are told tha t the 
t ru th of the mystery was the completion of the 
whole circle of divine revelation, chap. 1 : 25. Then, 
after the Lord Jesus is presented as the glorious 
Head of His assembly, it is said of the saints, "ye 
are complete in him, which is the head of all prin
cipality and power," chap. 2 : 10. What a thought 
tha t is ! We have not to travel outside the Lord 
Jesus for anything tha t the assembly needs : all 
t ha t ever was needed since the day of Pentecost, 
no mat ter what the difficulty, has been found in 
"h im, who is the head of all principality and au
thori ty ." Then in chapter 4, we read of Epaphras, 
whose priestly intercession, labouring day and night 
in prayers for the saints at Colosse, was to the end 
tha t they might stand "perfect and complete in all 
the will of God." What a valuable service anyone 
would render to the saints to-day, as labouring 
fervently in prayers to bring them into the gain of 
Paul 's ministry, involving the great t ru th of the 
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mystery, tha t they might stand perfect and com
plete in all God's will. The very youngest Christian 
need not have before him anything less than this ! 

If we look abroad in Christendom to-day, and think 
of all tha t has come in in the public history of the 
assembly, we see how far short we have fallen from 
the complete will of God. The first necessity for 
recovery is that we take up things in personal exercise 
before God, so that they might be completed. In 
Enoch, the seventh from Adam, we have the com
plete course of spiritual education. David was 
never morally or spiritually greater than when he 
brought up the ark. This had been the great desire 
of his heart as a shepherd lad, and he was allowed 
by God to complete it, as bringing the ark into the 
tent which he had provided. In that day he 
delivered a psalm into the hands of Asaph and 
his brethren. 

Then the final thought in Colossians is seen in 
Archippus, chap. 4 : 17. The beloved apostle sent 
him this word, which comes home to every one 
tha t has taken up the work of the ministry : "And 
say to Archippus, take heed to the ministry which 
thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil i t ." 
We feel the immense importance of this, lest we 
should stop short of the complete will of God. How 
much there is of going half way—how many have 
never been fully committed to the Lord and the 
circle of His interests ! What a perilous position 
they are in ! 

In 2 Samuel 6 : 16 we read tha t " Michal Saul's 
daughter looked through a window, and saw king 
David leaping and dancing before the Lord, and she 
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despised him in her hear t . " Earlier, it is recorded 
tha t she loved David. Indeed, all Israel and Judah 
loved him. The Spirit of God loves to record the 
brightest moment in our history, when Christ was 
supreme in our hearts and had the only place in our 
affections. I would like to appeal to the young, as 
to whether the Lord Jesus is enshrmed in your 
affections, as the hidden Man of your heart . Jona
than was prepared to strip himself of everything, 
and hand it over to David, because he loved him as 
his own soul. The women of Israel celebrated him 
in their song. Doubtless there was admixture, just 
as there is with many to-day, but it is said tha t "al l 
Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out 
and came in before them," 1 Sam. 18 : 16. Are we 
like Michal, looking out of a window—regarding 
Christ a t a distance instead of being near to Him ? 
Eutychus, in Acts 20, was seated a t a window, as 
though to keep one eye on the brethren, and the 
other on the world outside. Is there any young 
brother or sister in tha t position, not wholly com
mitted to the holy circle of Christian fellowship, 
where the Lord Jesus is cherished, loved, and adored, 
but keeping an outlook on the world with its powerful 
attractions ? We read also of Jezebel, represented 
as a painted harlot, thrown down out of a window 
for dogs to eat. The danger of looking out at a window 
is an ever-present snare, and raises the question as 
to whether we are merely spectators, or partici
pators, in the spiritual activities going on a t the 
present moment among the brethren. The Lord 
would speak to our hearts, t ha t we might feel the 
powerful attraction of the Lord Jesus, and tha t He 
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might secure the supreme place in our affections. 
If He does so, we shall be secured as material for 
Christ's assembly, and shall adorn the house of God 
with the spirit of Christ, and so promote His precious 
interests down here. 

To refer to Naaman. He came to the prophet, 
but in the wrong way ; he showed the wrong spirit 
and went to the wrong person, and then wanted to 
go to the wrong place ; mistakes which each of us is 
liable to make. Have we come to the right person, 
in the right spirit, and in the right way ? Naaman 
draws up to the door of the prophet, with his retinue 
of servants and his chariots, and Elisha sends a 
messenger to him, saying, "Go and wash in Jordan 
seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, 
and thou shalt be clean." But Naaman was offended, 
and said, " I thought, He will surely come out to me, 
and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God. 
. . . And his servants came near, and spake unto him, 
and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do 
some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it ? 
how much rather then, when he saith to thee, 
Wash, and be clean ? Then went he down," 
2 Kings 5 : 10-13. 

If we take Naaman merely as a picture of a sinner, 
we may miss the teaching of the Spirit of God. I t is 
said at the beginning of the chapter tha t he was a 
great man, through whom God had given deliverance 
to Syria, but that he was a leper. That was his state ; 
and we read tha t Naaman was angry, and turned 
away in a rage. I wonder if any of us have been 
angry thus ? Cain was angry a t the righteousness 
of God ; and the elder brother in Luke 15 was angry 

22 



at the grace of God, and would not go in ; and Uzziah 
the king was angry at the holiness of God, and became 
a leper. Naaman had to learn the great lesson of 
the ways of God in death ; he had to face death ; 
and no one is of value in the service of God unless 
he faces this great question of death. Naaman went 
down into Jordan and plunged seven times, and 
"his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little 
child, and he was clean." If every one had the flesh 
of a little child, there would never be a cause of 
sorrow to our brethren, or a dishonour to God. 

In verse 15 it says tha t he "re turned to the man 
of God, he and all his company." That is a fine 
tr ibute to Naaman. In Acts 13 : 13 we read of "Pau l 
and his company"—I trust everyone of us belongs 
to it. I t is a great thing to form part of Paul 's com
pany, but I will never be tha t unless I have first 
formed part of Naaman's company, the man who 
went down into Jordan. He "plunged himself"— 
an energetic word—"seven times in the Jordan, . . . 
And his flesh came again like the flesh of a little 
child," and then he returned to the man of God. 
One loves to think of tha t return journey. The 
outward journey had been marked by pride, re
sulting in failure to take in the situation ; but when 
he returned to the man of God with all his company, 
and stood before him, it was with " t h e flesh of a 
little child." What assemblings together we should 
have, if every one of the brethren had the flesh of 
a little child !—the characteristics of the old man 
judged in the light of Christ's death. So Naaman 
goes on to say, "Behold, now I know tha t there 
is no God in all the earth, but in Israel; now 
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therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy 
servant." 

Three simple thoughts come out in this incident : 
as the fruit of his plunging into the Jordan seven 
times, he gets an enlightened mind. This is essential, 
if we are to take up assembly exercises and the 
service of God. So Naaman says, "Behold, now I 
know." You will remember tha t with Rahab you 
have the same features : she says, " I know that the 
Lord hath given you the land." So, too, with the 
beloved apostle, he says, " I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him against 
tha t day." In the uncertainty of Christendom to
day, when men have surrendered everything, and 
there is no certainty in the public profession, it is an 
immense thing to secure an individual who can 
truly say, "Behold, now I know." 

The next thing is, Naaman got his heart enlarged. 
The moment we come in touch with God, and in 
contact with the Lord Jesus, we get, not only an 
enlightened mind, but an enlarged heart. Naaman 
wanted to become a giver. I t is true Elisha refused. 
And then we come to the third and most important 
thing, Naaman got an exercised conscience. One 
would pray tha t our conscience might keep pace 
with the light the Lord has given ; if we fail in this, 
we shall make spiritual shipwreck. Our consciences 
must keep pace with the light the Lord gives. Naaman 
becomes exercised as to the house of God ; he asks 
for two mules' burden of earth to be given him, for 
he had in mind to take up the service of God in the 
country to which he was going. Then, he raises his 
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exercise with the man of God, in regard to his going 
into the house of Rimmon, when his master leaned 
upon his hand : how beautifully Elisha meets this ! 
—he did not tell him not to go. Had he told him 
that , he would have been a legalist all his days, and 
had he given him permission to do so, he would have 
been loose in his associations ; but in divinely given 
wisdom, he says, "Go in peace." We need to be 
exercised as to our associations ; to face the great 
question of Christian fellowship, and to commit 
ourselves to it. We see the wisdom of Elisha here. 
He does not forbid him, nor does he give him per
mission, to go, but he says, "Go in peace." We 
have thus the record of Naaman's history with God, 
and see how these things were brought to spiritual 
completion with him. 

In Genesis 5 the Spirit records of Enoch tha t 
he walked with God. One would like to challenge 
all here, as to whether we know what it is to walk 
with God. The Spirit of God records the fact tha t 
"Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God 
took him." Hebrews 11, too, presents him in a most 
remarkable way, " b y faith Enoch was translated 
tha t he should not see death ; and was not found, 
because God had translated h i m : for before 
his translation he had this testimony, tha t he 
pleased God." 

One would like to appeal to all, even the simplest 
Christian, to cultivate a walk with God. There are 
four men in the book of Genesis who are said to have 
walked with God. I t is said of Enoch, and equally 
of Noah, amid all the increasing corruption of his 
day. I t is also said to Abraham, "walk before me, 
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and be thou perfect," and, finally, Jacob says, "God, 
before whom my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, did 
walk." 

One feels how fitful one's communion has been, 
and how little one has cultivated this holy intimacy 
with God, which is necessary for a man to walk 
with God. The Spirit of God would not put a heavy 
burden upon us, but He is looking that we might 
please God, and cultivate a walk with Him, so that 
it might be said of us, tha t we too have this testi
mony, tha t we please Him. 

I have referred to this testimony, because it is 
said in Jude that Enoch prophesied, "Behold, the 
Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints." 
As we think of the coming of the Lord, one would 
desire tha t there may be the completion of our 
spiritual education, so tha t we might be taken, as 
having pleased God, even as Enoch, who "was not, 
for God took him." 

Referring to David in 2 Samuel 6, I suppose we 
should not hesitate to say, that this was the most 
spiritual moment in David's history ; and it is 
recorded tha t David danced before the Lord. In 
David's very earliest days, when he was but a shep
herd lad, the thought came into his heart to find a 
resting place for the ark. I wonder if there ever has 
sprung up in your heart the desire to find a dwelling 
place for God ? We see here tha t David made a 
mistake ; t ha t he had not sought God after the due 
order, so the ark was carried into the house of Obed-
Edom ; and God blessed that household. If there 
is a house where the ark is valued, God will bless 
tha t household, but however blessed we may be, our 

26 



households are never great enough to contain the 
ark. In Luke 24, the Lord went into the house 
a t Emmaus, and when He broke the bread, they 
discovered who He was. They had besought the Lord 
to abide with them, but He disappeared out of their 
sight. We all have to learn that , however supremely 
blessed a Christian household might be, it is not great 
enough to contain the ark. Later, David seeks God 
after the due order, and the ark is brought into the 
tent David had provided for it—not into the taber
nacle, nor the temple—it pre-figures the present 
moment. The bringing of the ark into the taber
nacle may refer to the day of Pentecost, when Christ 
was publicly enshrined as the ark in the house of God ; 
and then the day is coming when the ark will be 
carried to its final resting place—the temple. But 
here we get the provisional moment—what may 
answer to the assembly at Philadelphia. The ark 
is carried into the tent, nothing outwardly great, but 
where it is cherished in the hearts of His saints. 
David's exercises were completed, and it is said that 
"when they tha t bare the ark of the Lord had gone 
six paces, he sacrificed oxen and fatlings." This was 
the action of a spiritual man. He had in view the 
completion of what had been the great desire of his 
life. The great controlling thought of David's life 
was to find a place for the ark, and as it was about 
to be realised, and he developed in patience, so to 
speak, as every spiritual person would, after he had 
taken six paces, he offered sacrifices of oxen and 
fatlings. 

One has thought of this in regard to the great 
apostle of the Gentiles. I suppose we get the com-
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pletion of Paul 's ministry in Ephesians 3, when 
he bowed his knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ—that was the great completion of his 
service. The burden of his prayer was tha t " t h e 
Christ might dwell, through faith, in their hearts ." 
Wha t a resting place for the ark ! The day will come 
when Christ will be publicly installed in His supreme 
place in a reconciled universe ; Christ will be the 
centre of it, but the wonder of the present moment 
is, tha t the divine end may now be reached. The 
great end of all ministry in the house of God is, 
" t h a t the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your 
hearts, being rooted and founded in love, in order 
tha t ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length and depth and 
he ight ; and to know the love of the Christ which 
surpasses knowledge." 

What a beautiful picture of this we get as David 
"danced before the L o r d " ! Then the service of 
song in the book of Chronicles, on tha t supreme day, 
when David first delivered a psalm into the hands of 
Asaph and his brethren. That was the outcome of 
the completion of his spiritual exercises, and one 
prays tha t every brother and sister who takes up 
the holy interests of Christ may never be satisfied 
until their secret prayers, their wrestling with God 
tha t Christ may secure the supreme place in the 
affections of the assembly, reach completeness, and 
tha t they may see Christ dwelling in the hearts of 
the saints by faith. David danced before the Lord 
with all his might, and he was girded with a linen 
ephod. 

I refer for a moment to the passage in Colossians 4 : 
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"Epaphras , who is one of you, a servant of Christ, 
saluteth you ; always labouring fervently for you 
in prayers, tha t ye may stand perfect and complete 
in all the will of God." I think we would all admit 
of what value it would be to the saints in any place, 
to have an Epaphras amongst us. One who prayed 
for the saints, day and night, tha t they might stand 
"perfect and complete in all the will of God." One 
feels tha t the prosperity of the local companies, 
the growth and advance of the saints, and their 
great support in relation to the assembly really 
hangs on this priestly service of intercession, so the 
beloved apostle could speak of Epaphras and say, 
"who is one of you, a servant of Christ." Think of 
his ceaseless service in prayer, his intercession that 
the saints might stand "perfect and complete in all 
the will of God." We may see features of the work of 
God, many precious and holy evidences that the 
Spirit of God is working in our midst, but if we have 
the true spiritual outlook, we shall never be satisfied 
short of this, tha t the saints stand "perfect and 
complete in all the will of God." 

In closing, one would like to say to the beloved 
brethren who have taken up service in the house of 
God, to those who have taken up the great levitical 
burden of the testimony, tha t the word tha t is ad
dressed to you is, "Take heed to the ministry." 
What the Lord looks for is fidelity. He looks tha t you 
might complete the ministry tha t He has committed 
into your hands. Remember tha t the only effective 
service in the house of God, the only true work of 
lasting importance, is tha t of one who is wholly 
committed to the Lord and to the assembly at the 
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present time. Let us see that we complete our 
exercises with God, for we can never adorn the courts 
of God with our presence or service unless we have 
a secret soul history with God ; our spiritual stature 
in the house of God is the measure in which we can 
say, / know Ood. 

To those who minister and serve, taking up the 
great burden of the levitical service of God, the word 
comes, that they should take heed to complete that 
which the Lord has committed into their hands. 

Sydney, 
April 15th, 1938 
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ASCENT TO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD 
GENESIS 35 : 1-15; PSALM 122; ISAIAH 2:1-5 

H.F.N. We might look at these three scriptures 
following on what we were speaking of yesterday, 
in regard to our coming into the truth of the assembly 
in a practical way. Each of these scriptures indicates 
a moral journey to the house of God. God said to 
Jacob, "Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell there." 
That is an imperative word from God to Jacob. 
Then in Psalm 122, which is one of the songs of 
degrees, it says, " I was glad when they said unto 
me, Let us go into the house of the Lord." The 
spirit of Christ pervades this Psalm. The Lord, 
even as a holy Child at the age of twelve years, 
found His delight in God's house, it was His Father's 
house. We read that "when he was twelve years 
old, they went up to Jerusalem." It was His parents' 
custom. What must have been His holy feelings at 
that tender age, when they said, "Let us go into the 
house of the Lord " ? Looking at the Psalm in relation 
to ourselves, we see what a response is looked for 
from us. Do we say, " I was glad when they said 
unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord" ? 

In Isaiah 2 we have the mountain of the Lord's 
house, and a kind of universal movement in relation 
to it. The Lord would graciously promote movements 
in us individually, with a view to the universal 
movement amongst the people of God in relation 
to God's house. 

S.E.E. Does this passage suggest that it is an upward 
movement ? "Let us go up." 
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H.F.N. Yes, morally, it is an upward journey to 
the house of God ; each of the scriptures read suggests 
tha t God's house is a place of moral and spiritual 
elevation above everything in this scene. 

W.J .H. I t is the point of contact between heaven 
and earth. 

H.F.N. The house of God affords the great de
livering element amongst His people, so tha t they 
might be lifted above the current religious order of 
things in Christendom, and reach this place of moral 
and spiritual elevation in their souls. 

W.J .H. Do you think the line suggested yesterday 
is also seen in these three scriptures—the first, light; 
the second, experience; and the third, teaching ? The 
light of the house of God was given to Jacob ; it 
was a dream tha t came from God, to tell him what 
was in His mind ; but it was not, at tha t moment, 
enjoyed by Jacob. 

H.F.N. Exactly. What comes out in the previous 
part of chapter 35, shows tha t Jacob had been brought 
into moral consistency with God's house. We shall 
never get a divine appearing, unless we are in moral 
consistency with the God whose house it is. We 
should all look for this favour of a divine appearing. 

J .S.D. Did the question raised with Jacob as to 
his moral state make way for the appearing ? 

H.F.N. Y e s ; it was a question of light, but 
Jacob answered to it and was brought into con
sistency with God's house. So God says, "Arise, 
go up to Beth-el, and dwell there ; and make there 
an altar unto God, tha t appeared unto thee when 
thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother." He 
must go to Bethel to build tha t altar. While there are 
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no specifications in Genesis in regard to the building 
of altars, each altar indicated the spiritual measure of 
its builder. The moment God speaks to Jacob, he 
said to his household and all tha t were with him, 
" P u t away the strange gods that are among you, 
and be clean, and change your garments." If there 
is movement in regard to God's house, it first begins 
in the householdg_Qf_Jaod's people. Everything in 
the nature of idolatry is to be broken down in our 
houses. Then we need to u n ^ e ^ a n d cleansing, such 
as results from the application of the death of Christ ; 
the water tha t flowed from His side indicates the 
power of moral cleansing ; and the third thing, the 
-changing of our clothes, refers to the associations of 
>God's people. 

W.J .H. Do you think that with some of us, the 
idea of reaching the house intelligently, is still a 
dream 1 I t is a great day for us when we realise 
tha t it is an actual, living experience to be known, 
that we have par t in the house of God. 

H.F.N. A sister who had wandered into the world 
and had married there, was graciously recovered by 
the Lord. But she then realised tha t many things 
in her household tha t had been gathered while she 
was away from the Lord were not suitable now. 
She was greatly moved by the Lord's recovering 
grace, and called her children together, and told 
them she had wandered from the Lord, and then 
she said, There are many things in this house which, 
if the Lord were to come into it, would displease Him. 
Then she took her children with her, and went right 
through the house : to the bookshelf, to the music, 
etc., and they burned the whole lot in the back garden 
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If we really have to do with God, it would affect our 
whole households. He would call attention to our 
bookshelves, our music, and many other things. 
There may be a necessity for a bonfire before some of 
us come to enjoy the house of God. 

A.C. What is the difference between Shechem and 
Bethel, and the altars at those places ? 

H.F.N. We have often spoken of Shechem as the 
half-way house. Jacob set up an altar there, and 
called it "El-Elohe-Israel," meaning "God, the God 
of Israel." I t was at Shechem tha t his daughter got 
entangled with the daughters of the land, and brought 
the greatest dishonour upon his household. But 
here, at Bethel, we see a distinct move. Jacob tells 
his household to put away " t h e strange gods which 
were in their hand, and all their ear rings which were 
in their ears ; and Jacob hid them under the oak 
which was by Shechem." Shechem is referred to in 
Joshua 24, as a place that is marked by uncom
promising decision to adjust all our ways in the light 
of the house of God. We need this in regard to 
ourselves and our households or we shall never take 
this upward move. 

G.A. I t is very searching, because this entails a 
constant review of the whole course of our lives. We 
are not a t liberty to disregard any feature. Jacob, 
no doubt, in his experience, would go over the ground 
again and again, tha t he might go forward with God. 

H.F.N. I t has been truly said, tha t as coming 
together to break bread, the meeting really starts 
when the saints leave their households. We shall 
never touch the t ru th of the house of God, and appear 
in the courts of our God, unless this work of searching 
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has begun in the households of the saints. In Leviti-
/cus, they were to bring the two wave loaves out of 
I their houses. 

B.O.L. I t is of the greatest importance tha t we 
should see what God had in mind in speaking to 
Jacob, t ha t He desired to have him in close intimacy 
with Himself, tha t His own heart might be gratified. 
If t h a t laid hold of us, there would be no difficulty 
with us about idols. 

H.F.N. No, I am sure there would not. So with 
Jacob, it says, " t h e y journeyed." Is not tha t the 
"k"ey to the chapter ? There is definite spiritual move
ment now. I n verse 16 we are told " t h e y journeyed 
from Beth-el," and in verse 21, "Israel journeyed, 
and spread his t en t . " Chapter 35 is one of spiritual 
movement. 

A.H. Would tha t be in contrast to fleeing from 
his brother Esau ? The question of brotherly rela
tions had been faced with Jacob, before this moving 
upward. 

H.F.N. I am sure tha t is so. Jacob becomes an 
object of intense interest to God. In the first verse, 
God spoke to him. Then in verse 5, " t h e terror of 
God was upon the cities." The moment we make a 
spiritual move, we can count upon divine protection. 
Then in verse 9, God appeared to him, and next, He 
changed his name and gave promises ; and finally, 
God " ta lked with h im," which would bring in the 
thought of intimacy referred to by our brother. 
I t is most encouraging t ha t the moment saints 
begin to make a spiritual move in the direction of 
the house of God, they become objects of intense 
interest to divine Persons. 
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E.E.S.L. Jacob had retained the impression of the 
house of God he had received twenty-one years before, 
when he said, " H o w dreadful is this place ! " He 
had changed and could go up there ; but he realised 
the character of the place had not changed, therefore 
idols could not go up. 

f Ques. I t speaks of what they have in their hands, 
and in their ears : is it not important tha t what 
affects those two members should be given up ? 

H.F.N. I am sure it is. 
L.P.M. God would have His people respond to 

what He discloses Himself to be. The response is 
in accord with the revelation of Himself. 

H.F.N. And when Jacob got to Bethel, " h e built 
there an altar, and called the place El-Beth-el : 
because there God had appeared unto him, when 
he fled from the face of his brother." Instead of 
building an altar at Shechem and making himself 
a centre, linking God with his own things, the t rue 
dignity of the house of God comes before Jacob, 
and he builds an altar to the God of the house of 
God. One would love to see each one of the brethren 
moving up to Bethel, and building such an altar. 

G.A.v.S. The privilege of this maintained Jacob 
in movement. 

G.A. In the scriptures you have called our atten
tion to, there is a communication in each case. Do 
you suggest the saints receive communications from 
God in relation to His house through ministry, or 
otherwise ? 

H.F.N. Through ministry mainly ; but when we 
begin to move in relation to the house of God, we 
receive personal communications from the Lord. 
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What follows, is that discipline comes into one's 
house. Many of us, perhaps, in the past have re
garded discipline in the way of punishment, but 
there is no element of punishment in Christianity ; 
it comes to us in love. We see here, that Rebecca's 
nurseries, Imd was buried under an oak. That is 
another feature which comes into this chapter of 
spiritual movement—we get a series of burials. The 
discipline of God comes in to help us the moment 
we begin to make a spiritual move. 

W.J.H. We can expect the Lord to bring in some 
kind of sorrow alongside the desire to go up, to help 
us to break our links with earth. 

H.F.N. Yes ; and so we read, "And God appeared 
unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padan-aram, 
and blessed him." There is every element of en
couragement for each one of us to make this move
ment in relation to the house of God. He will come 
in and help us in the way of discipline. One would 
like to challenge our hearts as to whether we have 
ever been conscious of having a divine appearing. 
"God appeared unto Jacob . . . and blessed him." 
I suppose a divine appearing always has in view the 
house of God. 

S.E.E. The pouring of the drink offering upon 
the pillar that Jacob erected would suggest that 
through his experience, Jacob had acquired spiritual 
substance, which would gratify the heart of God. 

H.F.N. Yes, indeed. Following on what we are 
speaking of, we get Jacob's name changed : "thy 
name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel 
shall be thy name : and he called his name Israel." 
His name was changed on the eventful night when 
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he wrestled with the angel, but now he is in entire 
keeping with the change. I t is another great moment 
in the history of a saint when the Lord changes his 
name. Jacob is the first in Scripture to be called a 
prince, and he appears here in princely dignity in the 
house of God, with his name changed. 

G.A.v.S. What is the relation of the change of 
name here, and what we get in the previous chapter, 
when God met him at Peniel ? 

H.F.N. In the previous chapter, he was not in 
keeping with it. At that moment, Jacob had not 
princely features. One loves to think of the saints 
moving in princely features in relation to God's 
house. The idea of a prince in Scripture, is one who 
acquires moral greatness with God and with His 
people. I t is not exactly an official position given to 
him, but a position acquired through secret exercise 
with God, which befits him to move in moral great
ness in the house of God. 

W.J .H. We are told of princes in the sanctuary in 
Chronicles—that is nothing official, is it ? 

H.F.N. No ; we would delight to see every brother 
and sister adorning the house of God as spiritual 
princes. 

J .S.D. Does the change of name involve the con
sciousness tha t while I have to do with the same God 
as before, I am going to have to do with Him under a 
new set of circumstances in the future ? 

H.F.N. Exactly. 
G.A.v.S. Why is there not only a change of name 

of the person, but a change of name of the place ? 
I t says, " Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of 
Canaan, tha t is, Beth-el." 
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H.F.N. I suppose it is a great test of our spirituality 
in the house of God, as to whether we have acquired 
spiritual ability to name things. I think the Lord 
has been exercising us of late years, so tha t we might 
learn to name things rightly. 

S.E.E. As you move towards the house of God, 
you get confirmation of what has been presented in 
the way of light, and has at t racted you to tha t spot. 

H.F.N. Quite so. God speaks of Himself as "God 
Almighty," and then gives confirmation : " t h e land 
tha t I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee will I give 
it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land." 
And then, God went up from him in the place where 
He talked with him. Are we conscious of what it is 
to be in the house of God, as spiritual princes, adorn
ing the house with holy features of Christ, and 
knowing this privilege of int imacy—"God . . . talked 
with h i m " ? Later in the book, Joseph talked with 
his brethren, but here, we have indicated that God 
talked with Jacob. 

G.A. Would you tell us why God chooses at this 
juncture to make Himself known as God Almighty ? 
Would it comfort and strengthen us to recognise 
afresh tha t the exercises which confront us are 
brought to us by the Almighty God, whose resources 
will be all-sufficient for the exercises of the house of 
God? 

H.F.N. I am sure tha t is right ; in every fresh 
move the saints make, there is some divine disclosure 
to our hearts. God confirms the movement by the 
revelation to us of His name. 

G.A. Does the house suggest the place where the 
accumulation of spiritual exercises and blessings, 
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as indicated with Abraham and Isaac, work out 
practically in Jacob ? 

H.F.N. These exercises are brought to fruition in 
Jacob, and the result is tha t he sets up a pillar ; 
another great moment in spiritual history. Abraham 
shines as an altar builder ; the great characterising 
feature of Abraham's faith was that he built altars. 
I n connection with Isaac, the great spiritual feature 
was his digging of wells : opening up divine resources 
in the Spirit. When you come to Jacob, he sets up 
pillars, which, I take it, is the great witness in rela
tion to God's house of divine grace and faithfulness ; 
so tha t the assembly is spoken of as " t h e pillar and 
ground of the t ru th . " 

Jacob sets up a pillar on Rachel's grave, marking 
not only the greatness of his affection for Rachel, 
but the effect of the discipline, and as a witness to 
God's faithfulness. 

A.H. This is a pillar of stone, Gen. 35 : 14. God 
had just gone up from Jacob, renamed Israel, and a 
pillar of stone in relation to that appearing would 
indicate a permanent result. 

C.F. Is there anything for us in the spiritual move
ment taking place after the birth of Joseph ? 

H.F.N. Indeed there is, because it speaks of 
the beginning of all spiritual movement, when the 
glory of Christ shines into our souls. We have to 
do with people who are linked up with certain 
wrong things, and they mourn and even shed 
tears in connection with them, but yet they do 
not move out of the conditions. The final call 
of God is to come out of Babylon—"Come out of 
her, my people," but people, though groaning and 
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even weeping over things, often do not move. I t 
raises the question, What is it tha t will produce 
movement in the people of God ? Well, the moment 
some ray of the glory of Christ shines into our hearts 
—the birth of Joseph was like a ray of light shining 
into Jacob's soul—then, there is definite movement 
brought about. 

J .S.D. Do I set up a pillar when I come into 
moral accord with the light tha t has reached me ? 

H.F.N. That is it. Jacob sets one up in the place 
where God talked with him. Here is a man in holy 
intimacy with God. Think of the favour of God 
talking with him !—and in tha t very spot Jacob 
sets up a pillar, and "poured a drink offering thereon, 
and he poured oil thereon." Jacob was really entering 
into the sense of the favour of God, and the oil on 
the pillar denoted tha t he had come to value what 
is spiritual. 

L.P.M. What would correspond to this in our 
present setting together as saints ? How would it 
find expression ? 

H.F.N. I suppose it would be in the way we 
take par t in the service of the house of God, we 
should pour out our drink offering. A drink offering 
was of wine, and was poured out in the sanctuary, 
and would suggest the joy which marks the saints as 
ministering in the house of God. You would love to 
see all the saints there in the sense of divine favour. 

S.E.E. In connection with the pillar of stone, would 
these be landmarks permanently connected with our 
spiritual history, and an abiding testimony to the way 
God has become known to us ? 

H.F.N. Exactly. 
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W.J .H. How wonderful tha t there should be a 
drink offering for God ! Something tha t would make 
glad the heart of God in having His people in His 
house, where He can talk with them. What moments 
they are when God talks with us ! 

E.E.S.L. Why do we not read of burnt offerings 
here, nor at El-Elohe-Israel ? 

H.F.N. I suppose the burnt offering sets forth 
the ground of our acceptance, and tha t is hardly 
the question here. The great point is tha t Israel, on 
the one hand, is conscious tha t God is blessing him, 
and, on the other hand, that he is entirely suitable 
for God's house ; so it is really a question of what 
God secures for His pleasure in relation to His 
house. 

G.A.v.S. I was wondering if the altar is stressed 
here rather than the offering on it, in order to bring 
out Jacob's knowledge of God, rather than any 
thought of service. The altar in these two instances 
indicating what he had reached in his own soul. 

H.F.N. Yes ; the altar here indicates the measure 
in which I am a t liberty in the house of God. We 
would like to see everyone living in liberty in God's 
house, conscious that God's face is towards him ; 
and on the other side, tha t he is entirely suitable 
to God. 

A.C. Three times in this chapter we are told 
Jacob journeyed. Although there is discipline, Jacob 
makes great spiritual progress, and thus the discipline 

\is really to help him. 
H.F.N. Exactly ; so it links on with the next 

scripture we read in Psalm 122 : " I was glad when 
they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the 
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Lord." This is a movement amongst the people of 
God. We were suggesting tha t this would corre
spond to the thought of the holy Child Jesus. 

W.J .H. So " g l a d " was He tha t He remained 
there when the others went back. 

H.F.N. Yes. One thinks of what depth of feeling 
underlies what the Psalmist says here of the gates 
of Jerusalem ; how the Lord Jesus would look upon 
the company of the godly ones, and say with them, 
"Our feet shall stand within thy gates, 0 Jerusalem." 

L.P.M. The thought of Jerusalem being added 
here is a development on what is related to the house 
of God ? 

H.F.N. Yes, indeed. Would not Jerusalem, in 
the songs of degrees, represent the assembly in 
relation to the Lord's universal interests upon earth 
to-day ; the assembly looked a t in the full light of 
the Ephesian position ? Whether you are in Europe, 
or South Africa, or Australia, you discover Jerusalem, 
wherever the universal interests of Christ are cherished 
upon earth to-day. 

S.E.E. Wherever you are, it is possible to be in 
the centre of things. 

H.F.N. Quite so. We see here, t ha t it is an up
ward movement, "Whither the tribes go up, the tribes 
of the Lord," and it was "Israel 's custom." God 
would give us impressions in regard to His house, 
which would result in upward, spiritual movement. 
If we follow the movements suited to the house of 
God, we shall see that , That way is upward still. 

W.J .H. These experiences pursue a kind of edu
cational course, and each touch of the divine Presence 
in the house of God raises a challenge with us. 
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A.H. I t is a great thing to see the tribes in move
ment, is it not ? 

H.F.N. I suppose tha t is seen in our local settings. 
I t is a great joy to visit a place, and perhaps a few 
years later, to return and find tha t the saints have 
moved together in a spiritual way. 

G.H.W. Being "compact together" would indicate 
the way in which we are set together in mutual 
relationships and affections. 

W.J .H. That is seen in the extension and increase 
of the meetings for fellowship of a general character. 
The Lord has been working in households, then He 
works in localities, and then the saints desire to 
enjoy fellowship in a wider way. 

H.F.N. Yes, and one loves to think of what God 
gets from all this. The tribes go up according to 
their custom ; there was an upward movement on 
the par t of the people of God. 

L.P.M. I t is the "tr ibes of J a h , " not the tribes of 
Israel. 

H.F.N. Then follows, " there are set thrones for 
judgment, the thrones of the house of David." I t is 
a great principle in the assembly, that we should 
recognise the thrones for judgment. I t would corre
spond to what is set out in 1 Corinthians. There are 
thrones of judgment, but it adds, " t h e thrones of 
the house of David." Would it not greatly help us 
to remember this connection of the thrones for judg
ment, with the one who had the heart of a shepherd ? 
The prophet Zechariah speaks of the One who sits 
as a Priest upon His throne ; and Isaiah speaks of 
the One who shall rule as being a Father . Does it 
not greatly help us in considering the throne, to 
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consider the One who sits upon it ? He has the heart 
of a Shepherd and of a Priest. Priestly sensibilities 
are to govern the administration of God's house, 
combined with the affections of a father. Those who 
exercise the administration of the house of God, 
should be desirous tha t these features should be 
present. 

W.J .H. That is very helpful. How the apostle 
Paul illustrates this. We can see what a shepherd's 
heart he had, even when dealing with the situation 
at Corinth. What a father's heart and affections he 
had, what a priest's outlook, and yet he was one of 
the brethren. 

Ques. Why is it " thrones"—in the plural ? 
H.F.N. I t is not limited to one ; rule in the as

sembly is not by one man. I n the exercise of rule 
as from the throne, in the house of God, the saints 
are to be brought in. Then following on that , we 
should pray for the "peace of Jerusalem." One loves 
to drop into the prayer meeting, and find the saints 
there in touch with the whole range of the Lord's 
interests upon earth, praying for the peace of Jeru
salem ; not merely praying for what is going on in 
their own localities, but for all the interests of God. 
Much as we would desire, through the mercy of God, 
the peace of Europe, the paramount thought in the 
house of God, is tha t we should pray for the saints 
and the testimony. The recognition of the throne 
would break down the spirit tha t marks the world 
to-day. The spirit of socialism is not to be allowed 
in the house of God. The brother who has the uni
versal interests of God as the great burden on his 
heart, is the one who really prospers. And so what 
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follows here is, "Peace be within thy walls." We 
need to maintain the bulwarks of the assembly ; the 
moment they are broken down, there can no longer 
be any practical protection of divine interests. 
Then it says, "prosperity within thy palaces." 
There is sometimes an effort to have prosperity 
within the palaces without the maintenance intact 
of the bulwarks. The saints have been recovered to 
Paul 's ministry, the bulwarks, but then they have to 
come into the full flow of John's ministry—to reach 
the palaces of love. 

A.H. I t says in Revelation that the twenty-four 
elders were before the throne. Our capacity to take 
any par t in administration is acquired by our being 
before the One who sits upon the throne. Is that right ? 

H.F.N. I am sure it is. 
E.E.S.L. We sometimes think prosperity depends 

upon gospel activity, but it would seem tha t it 
depends on our making the assembly our chief 
interest. 

H.F.N. You feel there must be the palaces of love, 
as we sing. They really lie behind all, and it is there 
we secure the "brethren and companions" and say, 
" I will now say, Peace be within thee ." This is a 
moral and spiritual progression, and you have se
cured the brethren and companions. I t is like the 
Lord's word in John 20, where we get a double re
ference to peace. " I will now say, Peace be within 
thee. Because of the house of the Lord our God I 
will seek thy good." The challenge to each one is, 
whether the house of God is our supreme interest, 
or whether we have some interest outside. I t would 
greatly affect the saints and the local meetings, if 
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every brother and sister were definitely committed 
to the interest of the house of God. 

W.J .H. We pray for tha t . 
H.F.N. I t is a great thing for our feet to stand 

within the gates, the place of public administration, 
but we do not want to stop short of the palaces of love. 

One has thought of the passage in Isaiah as de
noting a universal movement, " A n d it shall come to 
pass in the last days, t ha t the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be established in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hil ls; and all 
nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall 
go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob." 
That is the first feature ; it is the house of the God 
of Jacob, and what follows is tha t He will teach us 
His ways, and we will walk in His paths. So tha t in 
relation to God's house here, we have the thought of 
coming under divine teaching, corresponding with 
the third scripture we spoke of yesterday—Acts 11 : 26 
—where we saw the advantage of the divine teaching. 
Then we are told, "for out of Zion shall go forth the 
law," tha t is, the divine principles, the law tha t 
governs the house of God, have come down out of 
Zion. I t has its great basis in the thought of sovereign 
mercy. "The word of the Lord from Jerusa lem" is 
an extensive thought, denoting the opening up of 
God's mind, which we get at the present time as we 
come together governed by the principles of the 
assembly, and in the recognition of the Holy Spirit. 
Unless we have Jerusalem, tha t is, the assembly, 
deeply set in our affections, we shall never get the 
word of the Lord. The practical effect here, is tha t 
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their swords are turned into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks. It is a very fine moment 
in the history of the saints, when their swords are 
turned into ploughshares. We need ploughshares in 
the house of God as well as pruning hooks. If we 
bring in a sword, we may cut off a brother's ear. 
But when the swords are turned into ploughshares, 
and the spears into pruning hooks, we get a double 
result—which I think might be illustrated in Paul's 
ministry to the Corinthians—striking deep furrows 
into the soil for sowing, and then the pruning hooks, 
securing fruit for God. 

There is much more in the passage, and one would 
desire that the brethren would think over the great 
spiritual advantage of making these universal move
ments towards the house of God. 

Sydney, 
April l&h, 1938 
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ASSEMBLY VISITATIONS 

LTJKE 24:27-36; MABK 11 :11 , 15-19, 27 ; 
MATTHEW 18: 19, 20; J O H N 20: 17-23 

H.F.N. We might look at these four scriptures 
together, as bearing on the thought of the Lord 
coming into the midst, and the effect of His presence 
with His people ; so tha t the presence of the Lord 
amongst His saints might not merely be a doctrine 
to us, but a greater reality to each of our hearts. 
The thought in one's mind is tha t in these four 
passages we get a reference—if we might be allowed 
to so apply them—to the four occasions when the 
saints come together. We might look a t the passage 
in Luke, as presenting this in the widest possible 
way, referring to the manner in which we would 
expect the Lord to come into our reading meetings 
to serve us. We often think of the Lord coming 
in on the first day of the week, and may live for 
that , but how many of us, as we wend our way to 
the reading meeting, have before us tha t the Lord 
will have His par t in tha t ? Then in the passage in 
Matthew, which as we all know is the great assembly 
gospel, we have the reference to the thought of the 
prayer meeting. The Lord says, "for where two 
or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them." In the passage in Mark 11 
the Lord visits the temple on three distinct occasions, 
which brings out the thought of care and scrutiny 
in relation to the things of God. We need this im
pression of the Lord, tha t we may see its bearing on 
the care meetings ; in the other instances, the Lord 
stands, but the great feature in Mark is tha t He 
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"walked a b o u t " in the temple, v. 27—that is a very 
searching matter in regard to the assemblies. Then 
we might look a t the scripture in John 20, as indi
cating the greatest features relating to the assembly 
as connected with the first day of the week. I t was 
the greatest assembly meeting tha t has ever taken 
place, and becomes a pat tern for us ; and what marked 
tha t occasion was tha t everything was spiritual, in 
a spiritual setting, and we are told, "Then . . . came 
Jesus and stood in the midst," v. 19. 

The Lord might help us in that connection, by a 
reference to 1 Samuel 16, where seven of the sons of 
Jesse pass before Samuel; the first one was rejected, 
and the rest were refused, and then Samuel says of 
David, "Send and fetch him ; for we will not sit 
down till he come hither," v. 11. When David came 
in, what a complete change came over the gathering ! 
Samuel, though one of the most spiritual men we 
read of in the Old Testament, had come for a moment 
under the influence of what was natural as Eliab 
came before him, but as restored he says, " W e will 
not sit down till he come hither." Then David is 
brought in, and we read, "he was ruddy, and withal 
of a beautiful countenance," and Samuel anoints him 
in the midst of his brethren. What a complete change 
comes over any meeting when the Lord comes into i t ! 

W.J .H. You suggest Luke 24 in connection with 
the reading meeting, because the two are talking 
together, and afterwards they were relating in 
conversation with the others what had happened ? 

H.F.N. That is it exactly. The fact is emphasised 
in Luke tha t " a s they were saying these things, he 
himself stood in their midst ." I t suggests a mutual 
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state of things amongst the brethren. When the 
two returned, they found the eleven, who represent 
divine authority. I t would sweep away the whole 
spirit of democracy from us, if we "found the eleven." 
And when they had found them, they were speaking 
of the excess of grace tha t the Lord had shown to 
an erring disciple : "The Lord is risen indeed, and 
hath appeared to Simon." What follows indicates 
that the most obscure amongst the people of God 
(those whom we would account as almost unknown 
brethren) can enrich the saints with this precious 
contribution tha t the Lord had appeared to them in 
the breaking of bread. Then it says, " a s they thus 
spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them," v. 36. 

W.J .H. The forty days of the Lord's sojourn here 
in resurrection before He ascended would accustom 
them to His appearing as they were together. The 
forty days would cover all such meetings as you have 
referred to. 

H.F.N. That is really the kernel of what one has 
in mind ; and, as you say, during the forty days, 
the Lord was coming in and going out amongst 
His people. 

L.P.M. Has the return to Jerusalem, in verse 33, 
some bearing on the matter ? Must the thought of 
Jerusalem be recognised, as well as the eleven ? 
Jerusalem being the divine centre of rule, the reading 
meeting would be no insignificant matter, viewed in 
the light of that . 

H.F.N. That is important. When we leave our 
homes to go to the reading meeting, do we expect 
the Lord to come into the meeting ? Often at the 
beginning of the meeting a great deal is said, but 
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there comes a definite point when it is felt tha t the 
Lord comes in, and then the spiritual flow of the 
meeting begins. 

J.S.D. We would normally start the reading, as 
having to do with the Lord personally ourselves, as 
these two had. 

H.M. How do we find the eleven, to-day ? 
H.F.N. We recognise the great thought of divinely 

given authority. Of course the eleven here were 
specially appointed by the Lord Himself, but the 
authority exists just as much to-day as in the early 
apostolic days. Some of us were saying recently, 
tha t the meeting is like a river which makes its own 
bed or channel; but if you turn a reading into a 
canal, you lose the flow of life. I t is a good question 
to raise in our minds, Are our reading meetings canals 
or are they rivers ? 

E.E. Would the Lord open our understandings 
to-day ? 

H.F.N. Yes, indeed, and we should get some 
distinct illumination from Him ; we should expect 
some definite ray of His glory to shine into the hearts 
of the saints. We should never have a mere ordinary 
reading meeting. 

E.E.S.L. Is there any way in which we could 
facilitate this and remove impediments ? 

H.F.N. With those in Luke 24 there was respect 
for the Lord's authority, and a mutual state among 
the brethren. I t is a great thing in a reading meeting, 
tha t while we recognise the main stream, we look for 
a spirit of mutuality, so that all might be contributors. 

S.E.E. You depend upon the Lord to open the 
Scriptures as He opened them to these two ? 
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H.F.N. I suppose the Spirit would take tha t place 
to-day. In Luke 24, the Lord expounded the Scrip
tures, and opened "their understandings, tha t they 
might understand the scriptures," speaking to them 
of the law of Moses, and the prophets, and the 
Psalms ; but I suppose tha t in the assembly, the 
Spirit has taken up tha t service. 

W.J .H. Say a little more about what you meant 
by a reading meeting being like a canal sometimes. 

H.F.N. I think if we follow a verse by verse study 
of a chapter, we may miss the living thought that 
the Lord would present. We are often held by a 
verbal study of the Scripture, instead of allowing 
the river to make its own channel ; wherever the 
river comes it brings fertility. 

W.J .H. You do not know just where it will branch. 
H.F.N. Quite so. A question which is the outcome 

of an exercise with God may profitably occupy the 
rest of a meeting as we seek to follow it up. 

G.A.v.S. Every godly exercise, whether in brothers 
or sisters, will contribute to the general spring of 
what the Spirit is giving us in our reading meeting. 

H.F.N. Exactly. And another feature that the 
Lord would develop is the spirit of enquiry. If we 
were prepared to wait upon the Lord with dependent 
spirits, we would get richer impressions of Christ, 
and there would be room for enquiry on the part of 
the younger brethren. 

G.A.v.S. Taking up the thought you suggested 
of a river, every individxial exercise really adds to 
the stream, bringing freshness and fulness to what 
is there. 

E.S.S.L. Would you distinguish between the par t 
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the Spirit takes, and that which the Lord takes in 
a reading ? 

H.F.N. We would recognise the lordship of Christ ; 
you could not have a reading meeting unless the 
saints were in subjection. John 16:13-15 makes 
clear the relative services of the Lord and the Spirit 
in such a meeting. The Spirit speaks what He hears 
from Christ ; He receives from Him, and guides us 
into the t ruth. He uses the saints in this, so that we 
have to make room for His service amongst us. 

L.P.M. What is the thought in the Lord standing 
in the midst, Luke 24 : 36 ? 

H.F.N. We read in Genesis 37 tha t the sheaves 
of Joseph's brethren bowed down, while his sheaf 
"remained standing." The Lord is ever the object 
of reverence and affection to His people. 

W.J .H. Do you think it might denote that the 
Lord is prepared to lead us further ? 

H.F.N. Yes, indeed ; and the meetings would be 
enriched if there were readiness to be led on, and we 
were more exercised to realise the Lord's par t in 
the meeting. 

G.A. The two who came into the city brought 
the present exercise forward. The issue of the hour 
for the saints was resurrection. Would not we 
expect that in every reading there would be spiritual 
contribution relevant to present exercise ? 

H.F.N. That is right and very important ; it 
would give a living character to our meetings. 

We might look a t the gospel of Mark next. The 
Lord's first visit to the temple in chapter 11 was one 
of divine inspection, that is the first thing to be 
noted by those who take up the burden of the Lord's 
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interests : we have to face divine inspection. It 
says, "Jesus entered . . . into the temple: and when 
he had looked round about upon all things." As the 
Lord comes in to a place, and looks round, He takes 
account of all that professes to be His in the place, 
and looks at the actual conditions there. 

W.J.H. The word "temple," referring to the outer 
buildings, would confirm the thought that it has to 
do with the matter of care and responsibility, rather 
than worship and the service of praise. 

H.F.N. Yes, it stands in contrast to what is said 
in Chronicles, where it speaks of the inner house, 
and the place of the mercy seat; this as you say 
refers to the outer buildings; the place where 
matters are administered for the Lord. 

G.A.v.S. Would such inspections as these disclose 
to exercised hearts what really is the source of the 
disorder that has come in ? 

H.F.N. They would. If we were more prepared to 
say, as the psalmist did, "Search me, 0 God," and 
to come under divine inspection, there would be a 
revival that would afford the greatest pleasure to 
the Lord. 

W.J.H. This looking on everything is the Lord's 
indication that there are things to be judged, and it 
is for each to see what it is, and judge it. When He 
comes back, He deals with it Himself, in Mark, 
because they failed to take advantage of His scrutiny. 

H.F.N. That is it exactly. It says in verse 15, 
'' And they come to Jerusalem ; and Jesus went into 
the temple." The Lord had to take things in hand 
Himself, and began to cast out those that sold and 
bought in the temple. Is not that a challenge to us 
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all here ? We might say, I would never do such 
things ; but if we really knew our own hearts, we 
would recognise how easily we may traffic in the 
holy things of God. If there is the least desire to 
be a leading brother or sister in the meeting, tha t is 
like trafficking in the holy things of God. So it goes 
on to say tha t He " overthrew the tables of the money
changers, and the seats of them tha t sold doves." 
What a corrupt state of things was in the temple ! 
I t is a solemn challenge to us who are living at long, 
distances—I am not speaking materially—from 
where the Lord has placed His name. In principle, 
when we get there, we have to change our money, 
and that brings about all this corruption. If we 
lived close to where God has placed His name, we 
should be able to employ the current coin. There 
is the current coin among the brethren, which it is 
our business to circulate. 

W.J .H. That makes it clear. By being at a 
distance, you would mean they are out of touch 
with what the Lord is doing at the moment, in 
affection and interest and spirit ? 

A.H. The fact tha t the Lord went out and came 
back again, gave time to readjust things ; He gives 
us time to adjust ourselves according to His mind. 

H.M. The spirit of Abigail would save us from 
ambition. She says, "Behold, let thine handmaid 
be a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my 
lord." That spirit would preserve us all. 

H.F.N. That is right. So here, the Lord teaches 
them the true character of the house of God, saying, 
" I s it not written, My house shall be called a house 
of prayer for all the nations ? but ye have made it 
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a den of robbers." That is the solemn issue that the 
Lord would raise with us. We may deal with His 
interests, but are we misrepresenting God in it ? 
We see as a result of this corrupt dealing in divine 
things, how God was misrepresented, and His house, 
instead of being a place of prayer for all nations, 
became a den of robbers. 

E.E.S.L. While we have to maintain the Lord's 
rights, and see that they are paramount everywhere, 
there is a very great danger that we should misrepre
sent God by the spirit of exaction. 

H.F.N. Yes. What our brother called attention 
to is important. We have first the divine inspection, 
but when the Lord comes to take up things Himself, 
He goes to the root of the whole matter with us. 
Before we come to the third visitation, we have 
some beautiful instruction ; that is when Peter called 
attention to the drying up of the fig tree. The 
Lord emphasised the thought of faith in God ; the 
dispensation is in faith, and everything in the house 
of God is to be governed by faith. The next thing is 
prayer, the Lord emphasises the thought of prayer, 
"All things whatsoever ye pray for and ask, believe 
that ye receive it." This is a great feature of God's 
house ; and the third thing is, the spirit of forgive
ness : "when ye stand praying, forgive." These 
three things come in after we have met the searching 
and penetrating gaze of the Lord, and after He had 
cleansed the temple, so that He might bring about 
a state of things pleasurable to Himself. 

G.A.v.S. Why does the question of authority arise 
here, Mark 11 : 28-33 ? 

H.F.N. The authority is questioned to-day ; it is 
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a very serious thing. I t was a most serious thing to 
question the authority of the Lord ; but He answers 
them by bringing forward what we may call a fixed 
principle. He asks them a question in regard to the 
ministry of John, Was it from heaven or of men ? 
That is a fixed principle by which to decide the 
authority of a thing, "was it from heaven, or 
of men ?" 

W.J .H. So tha t if persons cannot discern whether 
the thing is from heaven or of men, there is no value 
in speaking any more. 

H.F.N. The Lord Himself is the great model 
tha t we should seek to follow. 

I n relation to the scripture in Matthew 18, it says, 
"Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree 
on earth as touching any thing tha t they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven. For where two or three are gathered to
gether in my name, there am I in the midst of them." 
Referring this to the prayer meeting, we see tha t the 
Lord would give us a definite sense of His presence 
as together in relation to the taking up of His interests. 
The " two or th ree" are of the assembly, not any 
two or three taken indiscriminately, and of such, as 
together, the Lord says, " there am I in the midst of 
them." 

W.J .H. I t is important on such occasions, as 
having the Lord's interests before us, tha t we should 
ask. A great defect in meetings for prayer, is tha t 
our prayers often lack definite requests, and become 
more or less statements of facts. 

H.F.N. Yes ; if we limited ourselves to one or 
two requests that have been a burden to us, there 
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would be more power, and more incense, too, in our 
prayer meetings. 

E.E.S.L. A greater proportion of the saints would 
be present at the prayer meetings, if it were generally 
recognised tha t the Lord was in the midst. 

H.F.N. They would be greatly augmented. How 
few would miss a meeting if they really believed this 
word, "There am I in the midst of them "! 

B.O.L. Is not the matter of agreement essential ? 
" I f two of you shall agree." 

H.F.N. Quite so. I t is impossible to pray aright 
unless it is a prayer of agreement. 

L.P.M. Do the " A m e n s " of the brothers enter into 
that ? 

H.F.N. They do. The " A m e n s " of the brothers 
have been likened to the cymbals in the book of 
Chronicles. As one moves about there seems to be 
a sad 'lack of cymbals in the prayer meetings. I t 
is not only for the brothers to say "Amen," but it is 
incumbent also upon the sisters. I t says, "Le t all 
the people say, Amen." 

W.J .H. I suppose the sisters would say it just as 
they sing ? No sister with right instincts would 
ever want her voice to stand out in the singing ; 
and the same with the "Amens." If the brothers 
said " A m e n " it would give more room for the sisters 
to quietly bring in their quota. 

H.F.N. Exac t ly ; if every sister said "Amen," 
the quiet utterance of the "Amens" would greatly 
increase in volume. 

J .K . J . Would you say some more about the one 
or two requests ? 

H.F.N. We should each come with a t least one or 
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two burdens upon our spirits. If you meet a brother 
on Wednesday, and say to him, Well, what did you 
pray for on Monday night ? he may have difficulty 
in telling you. He may have compassed the whole 
earth, but never touched anywhere. Our prayers 
should be definite and brief, and there should be a 
directness about them. There would be more prayers, 
and the saints would come to the prayer meeting 
in a spirit of positive gladness. 

J .K . J . If you were sensible of the Lord's presence, 
you would not make many requests in public. 

H.F.N. No, and we should consider one another. 
In a meeting where there are fifteen or twenty 
brothers, should we not give opportunity for each 
one to pray ? We are getting away from the subject, 
but I feel the Lord would just stir us up. I t is a sorrow
ful fact tha t in some localities on the Lord's day 
mornings and a t the gospel, you find a room full, but 
a mere handful on Monday night. The prayer meeting 
is a test as to the spiritual state of the meeting. 

S.E.E. Wha t is the object of the Lord's presence 
on tha t occasion ? 

H.F.N. To give His support, and as we read in 
Revelation, to "give efficacy to the prayers of all 
saints at the golden altar." There are no prayer 
meetings like those occasions when the room is full 
of incense. 

A.H. Would the statements as to the golden altar 
help us ? In Exodus 30 : 6 , it was before the vei l ; 
and in 1 Kings 6 :22, it was by the oracle ; and 
in Revelation 8 it is before the throne. If we have 
these three thoughts before us in prayer, there will 
be power and definiteness. 
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H.F.N. That is something well worth thinking 
over. 

Shall we now turn to John 20 ? I suppose there 
is no scripture with which we are more familiar. 
We read the message through Mary, a t the beginning 
of this meeting : she was a special vessel to convey 
the greatest light that the Lord has ever given to 
the assembly. There is a fulness in tha t message, 
which we shall never compass. Attention has been 
called to the fact tha t Luke says the Lord stood in 
their midst, but in John 20, we get the highest 
thought in regard to the assembly, what is entirely 
spiritual and heavenly, "Then . . . came Jesus and 
stood in the midst ." Let us weigh over the thought 
of the first day of the week, and Mary's message, 
and we shall get some impression of their import. 

W.J .H. Is His presence there in view of making 
the message effective in the hearts of the saints 
assembled ? 

H.F.N. Exactly. Often we miss that—the very 
best of what the Lord has for us. In our morning 
meetings we often come to this point, and yet mis
takenly address the Lord as on the throne, in relation 
to His official glory, instead of entering with Him 
into the realm of sonship. The great point in John 20 
is to go higher, and if we really believed tha t the 
Lord was " in the mids t " we should not address Him 
as on the throne. Have we been sufficiently impressed 
with the thought tha t "Then . . . came Jesus and 
stood in the mids t " ? Do I address the Lord as upon 
the throne, or am I conscious tha t He is in the 
midst ? I t would alter the whole character of the 
meeting, and instead of continuing to address the 
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Lord, we should enter into the reality of " m y Father, 
and your Fa ther ; . . . my God, and your God." 

L.P.M. What relation has the retaining of sins, 
and the remission of them to this ? 

H.F.N. Is not the heavenly administration carried 
out by such a company ? In John, the administra
tion would be of a spiritual character, and would 
bear an entirely heavenly colour. 

B.O.L. If things are normal in the assembly, 
would we count on His presence as the saints come 
together, or is it necessary to wait intelligently ? 

H.F.N. I suppose, normally speaking, the Lord is 
with us in a general way in support when we come 
together ; but in the specific way spoken of in John, 
the affections of the saints have to be liberated first. 
The great power of liberation is the consciousness of 
divine love, and the Lord would come in in response 
to affection. 

Sydney, 
April 17th, 1938 
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ASSEMBLY VISITATIONS I I 

J O H N 19: 38-40 : 20 : 1 -2 5 ; 1 CHRONICLES 28 : 11-21 

H.F.N. We were considering yesterday the coming 
in of the Lord amongst His people, and referred to 
four passages in the gospels, linking them with the 
Lord coming into the reading meeting, into the care 
meeting, and into the meeting for prayer ; then we 
touched very briefly on John 20, in relation to the 
first day of the week. Perhaps the Lord might help 
us further, as we consider this chapter. 

The first thought is in relation to Joseph of Arima-
thaea and Nicodemus, and what was committed to 
them—the body of the Lord Jesus. I t is important 
to recognise that these two disciples were equal to 
the service. At the end of John's gospel the Lord 
commits certain things to different individuals, and 
as the fruit of the work of God, they proved equal to 
it. Joseph of Arimatheea and Nicodemus had the holy 
body of the Lord Jesus committed to them for burial; 
the most priceless possession, the most sacred trust 
tha t has ever been put into the hands of the saints. 
Then in chapter 20 we find Mary of Magdala, to 
whom the Lord was pleased to entrust great light 
as to the assembly, and the Lord would convey 
tha t message in suitable dignity, through a suitable 
vessel. In chapter 21 the Lord commits into the 
hands of Peter, the lambs and sheep of His flock, 
and we know that Peter was equal to it. His epistles 
show how qualified he was. He wrote, "Fo r ye 
were as sheep going astray ; but are now returned 
unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls." In 
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connection with Peter and John in chapter 20, the 
Spirit of God emphasises the great thought of faith ; 
apart from faith there can be no realisation of the 
Lord's presence, but in entering into the tomb, 
they get an impression of the dignity of our Lord's 
wonderful Person, that He might be held in reverence 
and affection in the hearts of each one of His saints. 

With Mary, we have bridal affections, developed 
through her sorrow. I thought we might see how the 
Lord has put these things together and has brought 
about a trustworthy vessel, a vessel of faith. He has 
brought about by His work, a vessel that will treasure 
Christ, not only in affection, but in the deepest 
reverence. We see in Mary, the divinely formed state 
of affection that is in the assembly, so that the Lord can 
make her a vessel to communicate the greatest light. 

S.E.E. In what way do you suggest the devoted 
service of Joseph and Nicodemus is continued on the 
par t of saints to-day ? 

H.F.N. I t illustrates the great idea of Christian 
fellowship. The body of Jesus is that which is the 
living bond of Christian fellowship in the midst of a 
hostile world. Joseph goes to Pilate and demands 
the body of Jesus. The body of Jesus—speaking 
reverently—is the property of the saints, and Nico
demus would suggest the wealth of the fellowship 
to which through grace we have been called, and the 
intelligent side of it, for he brought " a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight." 

L.P.F. Why are myrrh and aloes referred to 
specifically here ? 

H.F.N. The myrrh stands in relation to the 
suffering love of Christ, and the aloes suggests bitter-
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ness. As standing here publicly in the place of the 
Lord's crucifixion, we have to accept the bitterness 
of the position, and be true to the public fellowship, 
if we are to touch the heavenly side of things in 
Christianity. 

J . J . J . The world took His garments, but His 
body is left to the saints. 

H.F.N. In the Old Testament, the great servant 
Moses was buried by God, but God does not bury 
the body of Jesus ; He commits it into the hands of 
the saints who loved Him. That should make a 
very powerful appeal to every believer to definitely 
commit himself. I t would be a great spiritual gain 
if some here were to commit themselves, and if each 
household of the saints was definitely committed 
to the Lord, and to the circle of Christian fellowship 
and divine interests. 

W.J .H. The Lord's personal body is not here 
tha t we may make sacrifices in relation to it, but the 
assembly which is His body is here, and tha t calls 
for the same spirit of sacrifice. 

J.S.D. Why is the feature of secrecy in connection 
with Joseph and Nicodemus brought to light here ? 

H.F.N. The greatest crisis in the history of the 
testimony took place at the crucifixion of Christ, 
and these two, so to speak, come into the light of 
day, and are prepared to identify themselves pub
licly with the Lord, in the very darkest hour in the 
history of the world. We have to admit how much 
secret discipleship there is. The great question is, 
Are we prepared to step out into the light of day, 
and publicly identify ourselves with the One who has 
been crucified \ We can hardly touch the spiritual 
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sphere of chapter 20, unless we are prepared to take 
this first step. 

S.S. Do you suggest that this fidelity and devo
tion is the result of our appreciation of "My body 
for y o u " ? 

H.F.N. Yes, and it lies at the basis of everything 
that comes out in chapter 20. The same feature 
comes out in the beginning of the chapter when 
Mary says, "They have taken away the Lord out of 
the tomb." The Lord is the bond of Christian fellow
ship. The next thing is tha t Peter and John are 
linked up together in what is, so to say, the realm 
of faith. The great matter for each one is to see 
tha t our public identification with the Lord in His 
rejection, is supported by our entrance into the realm 
of faith : we are to be ready to accept the place of 
reproach here, but the support for it is faith. 

G.A. Is it your thought that we see in these per
sons a progress in the apprehension of the t ruth ? 

H.F.N. Yes, tha t is what we should see. 
W.J .H. The Lord stayed forty days after His resur

rection, in order to bring that state of faith into our 
hearts. With many of us, resurrection is just an 
accepted doctrine, but to know consciously by faith 
that the blessed Lord is out of death, and moving in 
relation to His people, is an important side of the 
present dispensation. He remained forty days to 
assure His people of that . 

H.F.N. So that the great t ruth of Christ risen 
is to be enshrined in the heart of each saint, and 
this would result in understanding the Lord's living 
movements in the way of spiritual education amongst 
His people. 
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E.E.S.L. Do you think the wrapping of the body 
of Jesus in the fine linen with the spices would be 
t h e saints' answer to the action of the soldiers in 
taking His garments ? The spices suggesting the 
inner feelings of the saints, as to the suffering and 
bitterness with which He was encompassed. 

H.F.N. I t would help us if as a result of our 
considerations, there was a movement of affection 
amongst the saints. The next thing would be the 
challenge as to whether we were prepared to move 
on in faith. 

H.M. Do not these persons suggest the treasuries 
of the house in Chronicles 1 

H.F.N. Yes ; you mean the divine substance in 
their souls is like a treasury. 

I t is a very beautiful thing to see Peter and John 
together here. In Luke's gospel we find these two 
brethren are brought together first in relation to 
the passover and the preparation for it. The links 
of the brethren really begin on moral lines, tha t is, 
we are bound together in the recognition of the 
judgment of sin ; but here, we see a further link 
between these two brethren : they are bound to
gether in relation to the great realm of faith. 

W.J .H. I t is significant that these two are always 
together in tha t order. If we are to enjoy what is 
in the family of God, and heavenly and spiritual re
lationships, we must be marked by the spirit of 
subjection tha t Peter would maintain all through. 

H.F.N. That is important. The next place where 
they are seen together, is going up to the temple a t 
the hour of prayer in Acts 3 ; then, in the acceptance 
of the place of reproach and of public suffering for 
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the sake of the name, in chapter 4 ; and in Acts 8, 
in support of the work of God in Samaria. They are 
seen in our present chapter, John 20, in relation to 
the realm of faith, and that paves the way for what 
follows. Resurrection is brought in here, not so 
much to assure the faith of the disciples, or, as in 
Luke, to fulfil Scripture, but so that the saints might 
have a definite impression of the dignity of the 
Person ; so we have the reference to the Lord's 
head and feet. I suppose we shall never intelligently 
understand the assembly as it is presented here, 
unless we hold the Person of Christ in the deepest 
reverence and affection. There is a great necessity 
to hold Christ, not only in affection, but also in the 
deepest reverence, so that we get a sense of His 
dignity and greatness, which paves the way for the 
reception of divine communications. 

E .E. Are we not, generally speaking, weak in 
what is proper to the dispensation ? 

H.F.N. Yes. The great effort of the enemy is to 
rob the saints of what is distinctive to Christianity. 
If we lose the sense of our distinctive heavenly 
portion, how are we to fulfil our special place in the 
testimony of God ? 

A.H. What does the thought of " runn ing" imply 
here ? Mary runs to Peter and John, and Peter and 
John are found running to the sepulchre. 

H.F.N. I t would suggest that everything is in 
divine activity. I t is not mere natural energy, but 
divine movement, and the Lord would have all His 
people run. Divine Persons themselves are typified 
as running. The Father ran and fell on the neck of 
the prodigal; David ran to meet Goliath ; and the 
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servant in Genesis 24, symbolic of the Holy Spirit, 
runs to meet Rebecca. I n the Acts, Philip the evan
gelist ran, and in this chapter, everything speaks of 
divine movement. One cherishes the thought of 
divine Persons running : the whole scene would be 
set in spiritual activity and movement. 

A.H. I thought the action of Joseph of Arimathsea 
would lead to this. He reached a point where he 
could not wait any longer ; his identification with 
the Lord must take immediate form in action. So, 
too, with Nicodemus, and then you get increasing 
movement. 

H.F.N. Have you any thought as to why John 
outruns Peter ? I t has been said tha t Peter always 
comes first; he was a great servant in relation to 
the basic t ru th of the kingdom, and in this, Peter 
must ever come first, but have we not to learn the 
lesson that , in the end, John would outstrip Peter ? 

W.J .H. Love will abide when faith ceases. I was 
wondering whether the running indicates the urgency 
of what is taking place, but it leads to sitting. What 
we need, having run, it to sit as the angels, heavenly 
beings sit, in contemplation of the One whose head 
is so glorious and His feet so beautiful! 

H.F.N. So tha t the movements on the par t of the 
saints are seen first in relation to the running, and 
then, as you say, in relation to sitting. These are 
great things for contemplation. Perhaps there is 
little power to enter into the heavenly side of things, 
because there is little contemplation. I t used to be 
said of two great servants of God, tha t one lived 
in the sanctuary, the other in his study. We need 
to cultivate these holy, reverential thoughts in regard 
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to the greatness of the Lord's Person, and that 
would pave the way for spiritual activity, as with 
these saints here. The Lord is the only One who 
stood in the midst. 

W.J .H. Does the Lord's supper bring us, first, to 
the contemplation in the loaf of His precious body, 
and in the cup to Himself as Mediator of the new 
covenant, who would hold our hearts in relation to 
God ? But there is something higher than that , is 
there not ? 

H.F.N. Yes, indeed. 
S.E.E. Is the activity seen here an advance upon 

that which marked the disciples previously 1 In 
Mark's gospel the Lord upbraids them for their 
hardness of heart ; in Luke 24, He admonishes them 
because of their slowness of heart ; but in this 
gospel, their love and faith are seen in rapid move
ments in relation to Christ. 

H.F.N. Quite so. 
B.O.L. Is this all in view of our being able to 

speak, as in the assembly, to the Father about Christ 
as He is, not as He was down here ? 

H.F.N. I am sure it would pave the way for that . 
The great end the Lord has in view is that we should 
be in liberty with divine Persons. The effect of 
spiritual ministry in the house of God is always to 
liberate the spirits of the saints, and set them in 
liberty in speaking to divine Persons ; whereas if 
you merely get a mental presentation of the t ruth, 
however skilfully it may be put, it tends to bring 
people into bondage. 

W.J .H. I think the brethren would value a word 
from you as to addressing the Lord after the bread 
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and cup have been partaken of; as to liberty in 
addressing the Lord, as well as to worshipping God. 

H.F.N. As having drunk out of the cup, in the 
import of which there is not one element of bondage, 
we are privileged to address the Lord as Mediator, 
and His glory as Mediator would tend to liberate the 
spirits of the brethren ; otherwise the meeting drops 
down to a formal service, and becomes lifeless. One 
would like to get a fresh and living impression each 
Lord's day, of the wonderful service the Lord renders 
to the assembly. 

G.C.H. Ascension involves what is heavenly and 
spiritual. 

H.F.N. That is true. Every family in the spiritual 
universe tha t is named of the Father will be brought 
into relationship, but the firstborn family, the as
sembly, will be put on the plane of ascension. One 
would earnestly desire tha t we might get an im
pression from the Lord as to the great t ru th of 
ascension ; it would produce an effect upon us that 
nothing else will. 

W.J .H. I t is striking that the glory shining in 
Moses' face was so great tha t they were afraid to 
speak to him ; he had to put a veil on his face. He 
went in and talked with God, but he put on the veil 
when he came out and talked with the people. Do 
you think we can talk in tha t sense with the Mediator 
now ? 

H.F.N. Exactly ; though, of course, His face is 
not veiled now, nor is ours, showing the great con
trast here. The glory of old became a consuming fire, 
but when you begin to speak to the Lord, you find 
the glory becomes a transforming power, and as you 
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gaze, you are changed into the same image, from 
glory to glory. The result would be, tha t without a 
shadow resting on the spirits of the brethren, and 
without the least sense of distance, they would pass 
in holy liberty into the realm of divine love. 

G.H.C. Would you say a little as to the Minister 
of the sanctuary, as following the Mediator ? 

H.F.N. That is important. As the Minister of the 
sanctuary, the Lord has to do with the service of God 
in the assembly. I t is important to recognise the 
Lord as the glorious Mediator who still serves us in 
love, but then He would take entire charge of the 
service of God in the assembly. 

G.H.C. We should not overlook the Lord's place 
as Mediator and as Minister of the sanctuary. Very 
often in our praises, we pass over to the thought of 
the Father, before we have touched the Mediator. 

G.A.v.S. Would you suggest then that it would 
be pleasing to the Lord and also to the Father, t ha t 
we linger after partaking of the cup, in contempla
tion of the Lord ? 

H.F.N. That is right. I t says of the disciples, that 
they came together on the first day of the week 
to break bread : tha t is what is definitely before the 
saints. You may say, We have done what the Lord 
asks us to do in relation to the breaking of bread ; 
we have responded to His request, then why do we 
not go home ? I t is important to learn to tarry. In 
connection with Abraham going to worship God in 
Genesis 22, he heard a voice speaking to him from 
heaven a second time. The first voice we hear is 
the voice of the glorious Mediator, and the rays of 
His glory shine into the hearts of the saints. We 
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learn to listen to the Mediator. But then, there is 
tha t which Mary of Magdala represents, and we can 
never touch the higher realm of heavenly affection— 
a sphere tha t is wholly spiritual, where everything 
is marked by incorruptible affections—without it. 
Mary represents the true bridal state of the assembly. 
She has the most intense feeling in regard to the 
rejection of Christ, and a divinely formed state of 
bridal affections. She is therefore a vessel to whom 
the Lord can commit the greatest light. 

W.J .H. I t is remarkable tha t the Spirit of God 
records tha t she said unto Him " in Hebrew," 
Rabboni. Hebrew is the tongue of one tha t is passing 
over. 

G.A.v.S. Would tha t suggest tha t our language 
in response would have a spiritual character, indi
cating the reality and fulness of the impression the 
Lord has laid upon our souls ? 

H.F.N. Indeed ; and we never touch this wonderful 
realm of light and glory and blessedness, until we 
have learned to say " m y Lord." In speaking to the 
disciples Mary says, "They have taken away the 
Lord," and later she again refers to Him as " t h e 
Lord," but I suppose we never touch this holy realm 
of love until we say, in the power of affection, "my 
Lord." One would like to make the appeal, Have we 
ever said, " m y Lord " ? 

S.S. And " R a b b o n i " is something further than 
"Rabb i , " is it not ? The personal pronoun " m y " 
coming in—My Teacher—is further than "Rabb i . " 

H.F.N. I t is. There are only three people in the 
New Testament who say " m y Lord" : one, the 
beloved apostle in Philippians 3 : 8 , he speaks of 
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" t h e knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord" ; and the 
other two are in this chapter : Mary says " m y 
Lord," in verse 13, and Thomas, in verse 28, "My 
Lord and my God." In this chapter we are really 
approaching the inner chambers, and the place of 
the mercy seat. Many of us know what it is to enter 
the courts, but in the chapter in Chronicles, David 
gave to Solomon not only the pattern of the courts 
and of the porch, but the pattern of the inner cham
bers, and of the house of the mercy seat. Is not that 
what we get in this chapter ? We come into the 
inner chambers. Mary here was a trustworthy vessel ; 
she did not add anything to what the Lord said to 
her. She doubtless conveyed not only the actual 
words, but the spirit of the message. Some of us 
are capable of conveying the words, but how a 
message can be enhanced by the spirit of the one 
who communicates it ! 

W.J .H. I believe that is so. I t is a great test of 
spiritual ministry, and prepares the way for the 
Lord Himself to come in. Mary so delivered the 
message that the Lord could follow her and find 
things as He wished them. Is it not a great test, 
whether the Lord will follow what has been 
ministered ? 

Que-?. What is the thought of "Touch me n o t " ? 
H.F.N. Here, the Lord is bringing in new and 

heavenly associations, and would not have Mary go 
back to the old link which she had with Christ in 
flesh and blood here. The great point in this chapter 
is tha t as standing in the midst He would bring us 
into a realm that is heavenly. 

W.J .H. Do you not think it would help us all to 
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face again the fact that in the garden is the tomb of 
Christ, so that our looking for something happy and 
pleasurable and delightful here on earth, is not to 
succeed while His tomb is here ? This gospel says it 
was in the garden. 

H.F.N. That is very searching. We see here also 
that there were spiritual instincts with Mary. In 
John 1, the Lord turned and saw the two disciples 
following. In Revelation, John turned from what is 
heavenly, to view the assembly in responsibility on 
earth. Here in John 20, spiritual instinct in Mary 
caused her to turn in view of what is heavenly. 

A.H. Is it not significant tha t in John's account 
of the resurrection we read "while it was still dark." 
I t is the only gospel tha t records tha t it was dark, 
but what is in view is what is spiritual. 

L.P.M. Would the practical effect of this be to 
deliver us from what is Jewish and attaches to earth ? 
Even what is legitimate would be left behind, so 
that the spiritual realm would be entered upon. 

H.F.N. That is right. In John's gospel the work 
of God comes into evidence. He brings before us 
certain individuals, each one of whom represents some 
distinctive feature of the work of God ; and in this 
chapter they are all merged in the brethren. We 
see the work of God here in i ts . completeness, and 
you have a spiritual heavenly company, both in 
origin and destiny. That is the light in which this 
chapter sets the assembly. 

G.A. There is thus great variety in positive and 
spiritual development. All leads us to the appre
hension of the assembly in its truly heavenly setting, 
liberating our hearts for the moment from what is 
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legal and earthly, and everything of that character, 
so tha t we might move towards what is heavenly. 

H.F.N. Yes, indeed, and that would link up with 
Mary's message, "Go to my brethren, and say unto 
them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father ; 
and to my God, and your God." I think the Lord 
is greatly helping us as to this. The thought of 
God in His greatness gives rise to the richest 
praises in the assembly. We think of Christ as the 
glorious Lord, and then we speak to the Father, 
as entering into the realm of love which would resound 
with His praises. I suppose the highest point tha t is 
ever reached in the assembly is when we touch the 
greatness of God. We cannot enter into the realm 
of what is inscrutable, but we can know and praise 
God, as understanding His greatness. 

W.J .H. God's upper chambers are referred to 
in Psalm 104. They were in His mind in the con
struction of the universe. 

H.F.N. The Lord's words, " I ascend unto my 
Father, and your Father ; and to my God, and your 
God," would show tha t the upper place is the place of 
the assembly, the place to which Christ ascends. In 
this chapter, too, is the thought of the inner 
chambers ; "When therefore it was evening on 
that day, which was the first day of the week, and 
the doors shut where the disciples were, through 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the 
midst." 

G.C.H. Why does the name " F a t h e r " precede 
" G o d " in tha t connection ? 

H.F.N. The Father is the great name tha t domi
nates the dispensation of grace ; but God must ever 
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be greater than any name He has taken. The name 
" G o d " here refers to His greatness, and is to impress 
us with who and what He is—the Supreme. 

G.C.H. How would this compare with the heavenly 
position as indicated in Ephesians: "Blessed be 
the God and F a t h e r " ? 

H.F.N. Ephesians is the epistle which corresponds 
with it. Ephesians looks at the saints on the plane 
of ascension, and brings in the inner and upper 
chambers. The Lord is referred to as the One who 
has ascended up far above all heavens. One would 
like all to get impressed with the fact tha t there is 
something in Christianity which the assembly 
possesses, which will never be shared with any other 
family in the spiritual universe. The enemy would 
like to rob us of it . He would tell us tha t it is beyond 
us, as indeed it is in a human sense, but it is pre
sented to us in the way of attraction, and if we can 
only get the light of it, we shall never be satisfied 
until we get the enjoyment of it. 

G.A.v.S. The exceeding greatness of it is intended 
to increase our spiritual desires so that the attraction 
of i t may ever stimulate and stir us. 

H.F.N. One would say Amen to that . 
G.H.C. So that there is a difference between God 

known in a covenant relation and as apprehended 
according to His personal greatness ? 

H.F.N. The thought of covenant does not come 
into John 20. 

G.H.C. Would you help us as to the way we address 
God as "God and Fa the r " ? 

H.F.N. In answer to the question, When do we 
address the Lord and when do we address God ? a 
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brother once gave an instructive answer. He said, 
Have you ever watched children ? They know 
perfectly well what to ask of their father, and what 
of their mother. If we act according to the t rue 
instincts of spiritual affections, it will become a very 
simple matter as to what we speak to God about, 
and to the Father, and to the Lord. One dreads 
mere theology in these matters. One might have 
the t ru th in all its exactness and not depart one 
hair's breadth from it, but yet lack tha t spring 
of spiritual power and life tha t should mark the 
assembly. 

W.J .H. That finds an echo very definitely in our 
hearts. We read in Ephesians 4 of the Lord ascending 
up above all the heavens, and John 20 would show 
tha t He would take us up as far as we can go on the 
way to the upper chambers. 

A.H. I t says in Chronicles tha t there were winding 
stairs leading to the upper chambers. Does tha t 
involve our part in exercise as to it ? 

H.P.N. Yes. In looking at Ezekiel, I was impressed 
by the fact tha t to the inner courts there were 
eight steps, but to the lower courts there were seven. 
In John 20, the saints are to take the eight steps, and 
they lead into the upper chambers. We see here 
tha t the Lord came into the midst, and showed them 
His hands and His side. There is much in John in 
relation to His hands, and what those hands hold. 
"The Father loves the Son, and has given all things 
to be in his hand." Then there is the suggestion 
that , like Adam, out of His side there came His 
counterpart—the assembly. So, as we have often 
remarked, the assembly has no past history. 
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W.J.H. Should we be here in heavenly character 
consequent upon this, hence we need His Spirit—His 
breath ? 

H.F.N. I am sure tha t is it. The Lord is seen here 
as the last Adam, and He infuses the breath of life 
into God's creation as seen in persons. So that the 
whole is spiritual, and can respond. The Lord's 
breathing here is a most intimate action. I t is not 
the Lord coming in in an official way, but coming 
into view in relation to what is personal. There is 
here a double transaction : the Lord breathing, and 
our receiving : the result is we are constituted hea
venly in our spirits. 

W.J .H. Even as when God breathed into man, 
it elevated man immeasurably above the beas t ; 
so when Christ breathes, His breath elevates the 
saints of the assembly above every other family. 

S.S. The climax is in eternity when everything 
that hath breath shall praise Jah . 

S.E.E. Why does the Lord repeat the word, 
"Peace be unto y o u " ? 

H.F.N. The first is in regard to what is internal ; 
tha t is, peace, not merely in the absence of confusion 
or conflict, but a positive atmosphere in the assembly. 
The second peace is what you carry with you into 
the sphere of representation. Is not the great thought 
in this company tha t they might go into the inner 
chambers, the house of the mercy seat ? And so 
we carry the spirit of what is spiritual and heavenly 
with us, and the Lord says, "whosesoever sins ye 
remit, they are remitted to them ; and whosesoever 
sins ye retain, they are retained." So that this 
heavenly spirit characterises this administration. 
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It is a marvellous administration, and how it would 
express the grace of heaven as seen in our public 
attitude towards believers generally in Christendom 
to-day ! We have such a sense of what the inner 
house of the mercy seat is, that we would breathe 
that spirit in the remission of sins. 

Sydney, 
April \Mi, 1938 

80 



TIMOTHY'S SERVICE 

ACTS 16:1-3; 1 THESSALONIANS 3:1-3; 1 CORINTHIANS4:13-17; 
PHILIPPIANS 2 : 19-23 ; 1 TIMOTHY 1:3-5; 

2 TIMOTHY 1:2-6; 2 : 1 , 2 

I SUPPOSE there is not one of us who is not perfectly 
acquainted with the name of Timothy ; yet the 
Spirit of God has not recorded a single word Timothy 
ever spoke, nor has there been a sentence from his 
pen, that has been embodied in the inspired writings. 

In the first passage we read together, it is recorded 
tha t when Paul came to Derbe and Lystra, he found 
a certain disciple named Timothy, "well reported 
of by the brethren," and "h im would Paul have to 
go forth with him." One would like to speak to the 
younger men in relation to the possibilities before 
them in the service of God. If the Lord is pleased 
to tarry, the continuance of the testimony depends, 
under the Lord, upon the rising generation ; and as 
we look around, we realise how much valuable 
material there is, if it is wholly committed to the 
Lord Jesus. 

Timothy is first introduced to us by the Spirit of 
God, as one who was commended by the brethren. 
The language of the Holy Spirit is, he "was well 
reported of by the brethren tha t were a t Lystra and 
Iconium." They were prepared to put their hands 
upon him ; and it is a great mat ter that the younger 
brethren who would aspire to service in the house 
of God should s tar t rightly as commended by the 
brethren. Timothy had another immense advantage, 
tha t is, he had a peculiar link with the great vessel 

81 



of the testimony a t tha t moment. Paul refers to 
him as his child, and before Paul's course was ended, 
and his service finished, the whole weight of the 
testimony was handed over to Timothy. After the 
beloved apostle was called home, Timothy was the 
vessel upon whom the whole testimony rested. What 
an immense advantage to be brought up under P a u l ! 
Think of the intermingling of affection that existed 
between Paul and Timothy, and how he had been 
formed by Paul's doctrine and manner of life. How 
the spirit of Paul had taken possession of Timothy 
so that he proved to be of great spiritual value in 
his service in the house of God! Paul, as a spiritual 
father, would give status and dignity to all such as 
came under his parental authority ; so that they 
would be formed for the service of God. 

In the verses we read in 2 Timothy 1, Paul refers 
to Timothy on the maternal line. He speaks to him 
in relation to the unfeigned faith that dwelt in his 
grandmother Lois, and his mother Eunice, and he 
was persuaded that it was in him also. That is a 
great point in relation to service in the house of God 
—that there should be purity of spiritual succession, 
so that one is known as trustworthy—fit to have 
things handed down to one ; this great feature marked 
Timothy. As we think of the continuance of the 
testimony, of how divine things are to be preserved 
till the coming of the Lord, we need, not only those 
well spoken of by the brethren, but those who come 
under Paul 's teaching, and are formed by i t : those 
who are marked off distinctively as having faith ; 
of having it in their moral fibre. The beloved apostle 
could speak of the unfeigned faith that dwelt in 
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Timothy's grandmother and his mother, and Paul 
could say, " I am persuaded that in thee also." 

Following that , we would like to refer briefly to 
the various assemblies in which Timothy carried on 
his service, as indicated in the scriptures we read in 
1 Thessalonians, 1 Corinthians, Philippians ; and, 
finally, as carried on at Ephesus ; so tha t in 2 Timothy 
he becomes the great model for service in the last 
days ; the pat tern workman for everyone who would 
serve in the house of God at the present moment. 

Turning to the epistle to the Thessalonians, the 
apostle says in chapter 3, " we . . . sent Timotheus, our 
brother, and minister of God, and our fellow labourer 
in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to 
comfort you concerning your faith : tha t no man 
should be moved by these afflictions : for yourselves 
know that we are appointed thereunto." These 
beloved Thessalonians were the youngest assembly 
in the New Testament ; they were but babes in 
Christ, and at the opening of the epistle, the apostle 
can refer to them in a unique way, speaking of 
them as " t h e assembly of Thessalonians in God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." And then 
we are reminded of how Paul had carried on his 
service in their midst. In chapter 2, he refers to 
himself under the figure of a nurse, speaking of his 
service in tha t way, that he had been gentle among 
them as a nurse cherishing her own children. And 
so Paul becomes the great model in relation to service 
in the house of God. A nurse is concerned about three 
things : the first, is the suitability of the food. If 
we are to be nourished and grow up to manhood in 
the house of God, it is of all importance that we should 
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have suitable food. Then next, her concern would 
be as to the kind of atmosphere in which the child 
would thrive. I t is an immense advantage for the 
younger brethren to be brought up in the right 
spiritual atmosphere. Then the third thing which 
the nurse is concerned about is the clothing of her 
children. As serving in Thessalonica, tha t spirit 
would be reflected in Timothy. In the third chapter 
Paul speaks of Timothy firstly, as "our brother," 
for tha t feature takes precedence of all service. A 
brother brings in a vital element amongst the people 
of God, adorning the house of God with the brotherly 
spirit, bringing in an affection which is eternal 
amongst the people of God. So the very base of all 
our service, as it was with Timothy, is what Paul 
speaks of when he says, in relation to Timothy, he 
is "our brother." Then, secondly, he refers to him as 
a "fellow-workman under God." Paul could see, so 
to speak, the pure gold in the soul of Timothy ; he 
could take account of the work of God in that young 
man, and so refer to him as "our brother, and fellow 
workman under God in the glad tidings of Christ." 

What a congenial atmosphere it is in which we 
are called upon to serve !—an atmosphere of love 
and affection, even as amongst these young saints 
at Thessalonica. You will notice what Timothy's 
service was. The apostle sent him " t o confirm you 
and encourage you concerning your faith." There 
is a younger generation growing up amongst us, and 
there is a great necessity for this kind of establishing 
ministry, such as Timothy carried out towards the 
saints in Thessalonica. As coming into touch with 
these babes in Christ, how great the character of 
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his service, as seeking to establish them in the faith, 
and bring in divine comfort to them. We should 
ever bear in mind the necessity for the great founda
tions of our faith to be deeply laid in the souls of the 
younger brethren. 

I would now turn to the first epistle to the Corin
thians. In chapter 4 : 14 Paul says, " I write not 
these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons 
I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand 
instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers : 
for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through 
the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers 
of me. For this cause have I sent unto you 
Timotheus." What a different sphere Timothy was 
called to serve in at Corinth ! In this assembly the 
enemy had brought in the spirit of division. Alas ! 
there existed in the assembly a t Corinth the spirit 
of rivalry and emulation ; there were those who 
were saying, " I am of P a u l ; and I of Apollos," and 
others " I am of Cephas," and then there seemed to 
be a kind of super-spiritual par ty who said, " I am 
of Christ." I t was into this atmosphere that Timothy 
was sent, and what a searching thing it must have 
been to serve where there was rivalry and jealousy, 
and an absence of the spirit of Christ. I t became a 
great test to Timothy's own spirit. At the end of 
this epistle, Paul bids the Corinthians to receive 
Timothy that he might be with them without fear. 
To the Corinthians Paul says, " a s my beloved child
ren I admonish you." Think of the great parental 
heart of the beloved apostle, the intense affections 
he had for these Corinthians ! He told them he 
would gladly spend, and be spent for them, though 
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the more abundantly he loved, the less he was loved. 
Paul appears here, as a grieved spiritual father : 

the very depth of his affections had been touched by 
their behaviour to him. Think of the heartless way 
in which they had treated one who was their spiritual 
father, to whom they owed everything. The beloved 
apostle reminds them that though they had ten 
thousand instructors—and there were a great many 
rival instructors in the assembly at Corinth—yet 
they had only one spiritual father, for he says " in 
Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel." 
The gospel was the instrument the Spirit of God 
employed in the hands of Paul, so that these Corin
thians were begotten through the gospel. He did 
not write these things to shame them, but he says, 
I write to "warn you." In the second epistle, he 
tells us of the tears which he shed over these Corin
thian saints. He gives them an insight into the 
depths of his spiritual affections and intense love 
for them. Think of their shameful conduct! How 
they dishonoured the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
misrepresented their spiritual father, so that he has 
to say to them, "Wherefore I beseech you, be ye 
followers of me." Then, "Fo r this reason I have 
sent to you Timotheus, who is my beloved and 
faithful child in the Lord." That is a fine commenda
tion ! We have spoken of the commendation of the 
brethren, and of Paul's commendation of Timothy 
to the saints at Thessalonica, as a brother and one 
who is a fellow workman under God ; but here he 
speaks of him in a two-fold way, as his "beloved and 
faithful child in the Lord." 

How important in relation to all ministry, and in 
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the carrying on of the service in the house of God, 
that these two features should be present in every 
servant—that he should be both beloved and faithful 
in the Lord ! The great idea of faithfulness is, tha t 
we will not deviate one hair's breadth from the prin
ciples of the house of God. If Paul came into the 
assembly at Corinth, he would not for one moment 
lower the standard, but would maintain the t ru th 
at its spiritual height, and so it would be evident 
that he was faithful in the Lord. The apostle says 
to these Corinthians, tha t Timothy's particular 
service at Corinth, was not to unfold some fresh 
doctrine, but to bring to their remembrance Paul's 
ways which be in Christ. One of the great features 
of the ministry to-day is the spirit in which it is 
rendered. Does the spirit of Christ have such an 
effect upon us, as to revolutionise our whole moral 
being by changing our outlook, bringing us into a 
spiritual environment and giving us to taste the 
fatness of God's house ? 

What was the source of Paul's " w a y s " ? We 
turn in spirit to the four gospels. In Matthew, the 
way of righteousness is prominent. Matthew's first 
recorded utterance of what fell from the holy lips of 
the Lord Jesus is, " thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness." So the very keynote of Paul 's 
ministry at Corinth—the great dominating prin
ciple that he maintained in that assembly—was 
righteousness. 

In the gospel of Mark, the great levitical gospel, 
in which we get the absolute perfection of the 
service of the Lord Jesus Christ, the great feature is 
that the Lord trod the way of suffering. How it 
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bows the heart in worship, and calls forth the deepest 
spirit of reverence and adoration from the hearts of 
the servants, as they see the Lord Jesus treading 
the way of suffering ! Mark, of all the evangelists, 
gives the most precious details in regard to the holy 
sufferings of Christ. There is great need of that 
spirit amongst us. I t would give mellowness of spirit, 
and would have an effect on any part we take in the 
house of God if we were treading in the way of 
suffering. 

In the gospel of Luke, there is the way of wisdom. 
What a necessity there was in Corinth for the way 
of wisdom. Man's wisdom was corrupting the 
assembly of God there, bringing in features that 
were destructive of the true dignity and glory of 
the house of God. Paul's ways in Christ were ways 
of wisdom. What a necessity there is in the com
panies of God's people for wisdom's children to adorn 
the house of God. In the book of Proverbs it says of 
wisdom, "her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all 
her paths are peace." 

In the gospel of John, what is opened up to us 
is love's excellent way, the greatest of all. If we 
follow the Lord Jesus, particularly from chapter 11 
to chapter 19, and to the yet deeper darkness of the 
cross, we see the lustre, the dignity, the surpassing 
glory of love's excellent way ! Brethren, are we 
treading it ? Are we treading the way of righteous
ness, so that we maintain inviolate every divine 
principle in the house of God ? Not allowing the 
intrusion of man in the flesh, lest we mar the way of 
righteousness ; not recognising the mind of that man, 
lest we set aside the way of wisdom ; but then, are 

88 



the saints treading together the way of suffering ; 
and that greatest of all ways, the way of love—the 
more excellent way ? Think of the majesty in which 
this way was trodden by the Lord Jesus ! He never 
appeared greater than when He trod love's excellent 
way ; every step in it rising up as incense to God : 
a path filled with glory ; and, as Paul says, a "more 
excellent way," for when faith and hope cease, love 
will still abide. We can see what it meant to Timothy 
to step into the assembly at Corinth, amid the 
bickerings, jealousies, and party spirit tha t existed 
there, and be there as a model among them, labouring 
to recall to them Paul's ways in Christ, when he had 
been among them. 

Turning now to Philippians 2 : 19, we see what a 
congenial sphere of service is opened up to Paul's 
child as he came into the assembly a t Philippi. 
I suppose there was no company tha t yielded so 
much to the heart of the apostle. One of the out
standing features of that company was the way they 
were marked by the spirit of Christ, the most 
precious thing on earth. One would love to see in 
regard to each company represented here, the 
features that marked the Philippian company : their 
support of the beloved apostle, their at tachment to 
his person, and their fellowship in his service, which 
is spoken of as fellowship in the gospel. In such 
delightful surroundings, such a congenial atmosphere, 
in such a flow of affection, Timothy was privileged 
to serve. You will notice that he served in three 
relations. The apostle speaks of him as his own 
"child." He gives him this commendation, tha t he 
had " n o one like-minded who will care with genuine 
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feeling how ye get on," he singles him out with this 
commendation. We would have greater spiritual 
prosperity, the service of God would be enriched, 
and the response to God greatly added to, if there 
was in every local company, one who cared with 
genuine feeling how the saints were getting on. 

You notice in connection with the second com
mendation it is said, "all seek their own things, not 
the things of Jesus Christ," but Paul goes on, "ye 
know the proof of him, that , as a child a father, he 
has served with me in the work of the glad tidings." 
One would like to see tha t spirit reproduced, to see 
this wonderful spirit dominating the saints. One 
often thinks of the beloved elder brethren, those who 
bear the true features of spiritual fatherhood—how 
the younger need to learn to serve with them, as a 
child with a father ! We need all the wealth and 
experience of a father, combined with the energies 
of youth, to get the full value of service in the house 
of God. What a delightful service ! What a lovely 
atmosphere to serve in ! What congenial surround
ings in the company of saints redolent with the 
spirit of Christ! But we have to learn to serve at 
Corinth, as well as at Philippi ! 

In 1 Timcthy 1 :3 , we have a far more testing 
character of service. I t is one thing to serve among 
the young, for in one sense there is nothing more 
delightful than to serve among those who have been 
newly converted, and have all the early freshness of 
love to Christ. I t is testing to step into such an 
assembly as at Corinth, and carry on the great 
service of reminding them of Paul's ways in Christ. 
What an elevated service it was at Philippi, and what 
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a delightful atmosphere in which to serve ; but the 
most testing service of all was at Ephesus. Timothy, 
though a young man, was called to service in the 
most enlightened company tha t the New Testament 
presents. They had, a t Ephesus, all the light of the 
counsels of God. There had been unveiled to them 
the whole range of the divine purposes, and Timothy 
was serving among his equals—a very testing thing 
for a young man to do. The elders a t Ephesus stand 
out as the great representatives of those formed by 
Paul's ministry. Timothy stepped into the assembly 
at Ephesus to take up the service, and it was a very 
testing matter. The apostle sent him there to main
tain his teaching at its height. Elements were coming 
into tha t assembly, bringing in disruption, and the 
apostle's word to Timothy is this, " t h a t thou mightest 
charge some that they teach no other doctrine, 
neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, 
which minister questions, rather than godly edifying, 
which is in faith." I would appeal to all, the elder 
as well as the younger brethren, that in fidelity to 
the Lord Jesus Christ we might still maintain Paul's 
teaching. There were elements that would corrupt 
the saints, and set aside Paul's teaching, but the 
great end of Timothy's service was that he might 
maintain the t rue features of God's dispensation 
which is in faith. 

Turning to 2 Timothy, our attention is called to 
Timothy's universal service, which is not now limited 
to any particular assembly. He adorned each sphere 
of service with the spirit of Christ, and we find him 
here as one who is the great model for service in the 
last days ; a pat tern for every servant amid the 
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abounding corruption in Christendom. I t was in 
view of the present state of things tha t Timothy 
was called to serve. 

Paul first refers to him as " m y beloved child," 
saying, " I have remembrance of thee in my prayers, 
night and day." What an immense stay that must 
have been to Timothy ! One often thinks of the life 
of Paul—a life of absolute devotion ; there never 
has been a greater, in the history of the assembly. 
The Lord Jesus must, of course, ever stand alone. 
His service was absolutely unique, and there can be 
no comparison with i t ! He must ever stand alone in 
His unique, solitary dignity, and glory. There is 
nobody in the universe who could compare with the 
peerless worth and beauty of the Lord Jesus ! But 
next to him, and perhaps the greatest servant that 
Christ ever had, was the one who is our apostle, the 
great apostle of the Gentiles ; and he tells Timothy 
tha t he has him in his prayers night and day ! Many 
of us feel the lack of prayer. There would be more 
power amongst the people of God, a richer expression 
of the spirit of Christ, and an enrichment in the way 
of divine service, if there were a greater service of 
prayer amongst the people of God. One would desire 
that all might step into the ranks as men of prayer, 
tha t there might be the continuance, in freshness, of 
the testimony till the Lord comes. 

A simple incident happened in England, after a 
father and mother had taken two of their little boys 
to a fellowship meeting, at which the subject of the 
meeting had been the continuance of the testimony. 
The mother had put the little boys to bed, and as 
she left the room she heard the younger one ask his 
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brother, Jim, what did the brethren mean by the 
continuance of the testimony ? The answer was, 
Well, it is just like this : in our meeting we have two 
old brothers, they are very old, and the Lord is soon 
going to take them home, and then father and 
mother will carry on ; and in years to come, if the 
Lord leaves us down here, He will take them home, 
and then, J im, you and I will carry on. 

I would like to appeal to the young ones. If the 
Lord tarries, many of the aged brethren will soon be 
taken home, and the call is to the next generation, 
to rise up and serve in holy dignity in the house of 
God. The service of God is to be carried on in un
diminished power. I would like even the children 
to catch the spirit of tha t little boy who said, You 
and I will carry on. 

Jus t to refer to our last thought in 2 Timothy 2. 
What an inexhaustible reservoir it is ! No matter 
what confronts us in the testimony, we have a 
reservoir from which the stream flows without any 
possible limit. The word to each one of us to-day is, 
"Thou, therefore, my child, be strong in the grace 
which is in Christ Jesus ." In the book of Genesis, 
Abraham is the great father of the testimony, and 
then it was handed to Isaac in the dignity of sonship, 
and Jacob adorned it as a worshipper, and we see 
its climax in Joseph ; for every phase of the testimony 
always ends in the glory of the throne. We get four 
generations in this scripture. Paul adorning it as 
no one else has ever adorned it, in the lustre and 
dignity and the shining out of the spirit of Christ ; 
and then Timothy's devoted service as a young man, 
who filled this unique position in the holy testimony 
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of the Lord Jesus. Then we see how it is handed on 
to faithful men, for the t ruth has never been kept 
by the public body. The pure stream of the t ru th 
has been maintained by a succession of faithful men ; 
then finally it is passed on to "others also." May we 
all be amongst those who thus treasure the t ruth. 
I t is not that we would call attention merely to 
Timothy, but to Timothy's Lord. We would desire 
to exalt the One whom he served until, as we think of 
the great service rendered to us, we all bow down in 
a feeling of holy reverence and worship in the presence 
of the One who has loved us, and served the assembly 
with undying affection. Even since He took His 
place at the right hand of God, He has never ceased 
for one moment His service of love, throughout all 
the phases of the assembly's history. That service 
will soon be crowned in that supreme day, when He 
will present the assembly to Himself, glorious, 
without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. 

Sydney, 
April 18th, 1938 
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E L D E R AND YOUNGER 

1 P E T E R 5:1-7; ACTS 2:14-18; PSALM 144 :9 , 12-15; 
2 KINGS 6:1-7 

H.P.N. I t was a practical thought tha t was in 
my mind in relation to these scriptures ; the mutual 
and happy relation that God would have to exist 
between the elder and the younger brethren. The 
greater par t of our assembly life is spent in the local 
companies where the Lord has been pleased to set 
us, in His sovereignty, and these scriptures suggest 
to us how we would get the fullest possible gain 
from the spiritual experience of elder brethren, 
coupled with the energy tha t should mark the 
younger in the house of God. One might give a 
simple illustration of th is : a father, who in a business 
has gained valuable experience over many years, is 
joined by his sons ; but when the experience of age 
is coupled with the energy of youth, what results 
should flow ! So with us, the Lord would have us 
get the greatest possible advantage from the elder 
brethren, so tha t the younger ones might be rightly 
directed. 

Peter deals first with the elder brethren, and then 
addresses a word to the younger ones; he says, 
"Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the 
elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, 
and be clothed with humility." He says to all, "be 
clothed with humility." 

In Acts 2, we are told in relation to the coming in 
of the Spirit, tha t "your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your elders shall dream with dreams ; yea, even 
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upon my bondmen and upon my bondwomen in 
those days will I pour out of my Spirit, and they 
shall prophesy." So that in every meeting where 
there is spiritual prosperity, sons and daughters are 
prophesying, and the elder and the younger are 
together in a mutually delightful state of things. 
The Psalm we read is one of those which refer to an 
instrument of ten strings ; in it we read tha t the 
sons are to be as plants grown up in their youth, 
and the daughters are to be like polished corner
stones. We get there a beautiful picture of features 
of true spiritual prosperity which should mark every 
local meeting. 

Then the thought in regard to the last scripture is 
in regard to the younger men. We know what so 
often marks young men naturally—that they know 
more than their parents ; a feature which has perhaps 
been common to many of us ; but we see in this 
scripture how the youthful element amongst the 
saints, the generation tha t is growing up, ask the 
man of God to go with them, and they will get all 
the gain of his experience. We see, too, how their 
energies are wisely directed, so that the axe-head 
having been lost, is recovered at the direction of the 
man of God. 

W.J .H. Does tha t line run through the ways 
of God all down the history of the testimony ? 
There were Moses and Joshua ; Elijah and Elisha ; 
Samuel and David ; David and Solomon ; then 
Paul and Timothy. There is the thought of the ass 
and the colt too. 

H.F.N. Yes ; what you say is very confirming. 
Is it not the great business of the elder brethren to 
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see tha t they make room for the development of the 
younger, and give scope for their spiritual energies ? 

G.A. Peter says in chapter 5 of his first epistle, 
" B y Silvanus, a faithful brother." Silvanus was a 
younger brother and Peter an elder, but he was 
serviceable to Peter. 

H.F.N. Yes ; he speaks of him in an affectionate 
way, as one valued. 

J .H . Every local gathering should be marked by 
experience, and by freshness and energy; it is a 
serious thing if any part is lacking. 

H.F.N. I am sure it is. If there is a generation 
missing from a meeting, there is great spiritual lack 
in it. You would not like to see a meeting composed 
only of old men, nor a meeting composed only of 
young men, who might lack experience. You seldom 
see a meeting really prosperous, spiritually, unless 
there is room made for both elements. 

W.J .H. I am sure tha t is right, and that elder 
brethren should keep that definitely in mind. I 
suppose the one place, beyond any other, where the 
younger men would develop as priests, would be the 
prayer meeting. 

S.S. Moses sent the youths, in Exodus 24. 
H.F.N. Yes, tha t is another instance. 
E.D.L. Would John's ministry be in line with 

what you were saying ? " I have written to you, 
young men, because ye are strong." 

H.F.N. I t would. In this first scripture we read, 
Peter brings in the thought of shepherding. There 
is an abundance of ministry to-day, but many of 
the local meetings feel the lack of shepherding. We 
should be spared much of the sad experience arising 
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from those who have wandered into the world and 
have lost heart, if there had been more of this spirit 
of shepherding. I t is a service open to a young man 
too, though it is presented generally as a feature of 
an elder. Peter says, addressing the elders, "Exer
cising oversight, not by necessity, but willingly ; not 
for base gain, but readily ; not as lording it over 
your possessions, but being models for the flock." 
The elder brethren are thus to be models for the 
flock. 

W.J .H. I am sure there is great need for more 
shepherd care of one another. "The flock . . . which 
is among you." 

Ques. Would you say the service of shepherding 
does not necessarily need gift 1 

H.F.N. N o ; though shepherd and teacher is 
one gift, according to Ephesians 4. We have to 
remember that gift is subject to desire, and if we 
really have the desire to shepherd the flock of God, 
the Lord would give us the ability to do it. 

J .H . What place would " the witness of the suffer
ings of the Christ" and "par taker of the glory" 
have? 

H.F.N. To be a witness of the sufferings of the 
Christ would bring mellowness of spirit. They 
produce holy sensibilities in the saints, which would 
fit them to take up this shepherd service. Then 
being "par taker of the glory" would show what is 
in view, so that the service of shepherding would be 
taken up in the light of the coming glory ! I t has 
often been pointed out that many great and dis
tinguished servants in the Old Testament, were 
shepherds. 
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S.E.E. In those sufferings you would learn the 
shepherd heart of Christ. 

H.F.N. That is it. 
J .L. Is this the filling out of the commission the 

Lord gave Peter in John 21, "Feed my sheep" ? 
H.F.N. I t is indeed. "Feed my lambs," and "shep

herd my sheep." We know tha t it is a much more 
difficult thing to shepherd sheep than to feed lambs. 
In dealing with young saints, there is a certain re
sponsiveness, but the older ones are sometimes 
restive, and it needs peculiar skill in the shepherd 
to shepherd the sheep. 

W.J .H. The danger with the older sheep is that 
they want their own way ; tha t is where we need 
shepherding. 

G.A. Sheep not only need feeding, but a great 
deal of care ; they have their ailments ; they receive 
injuries ; there is the call for a constant watchfulness. 

W.J .H. Do you think we are tested by the sheep 
that are amongst us ? We think very kindly of the 
dear brethren in the Arctic circle, for instance, but 
they do not test us very much. The sheep that are 
amongst us are the test of our ability to care for 
one another. 

J .H . A sense that they are the sheep of the flock 
of God would help us. 

H.F.N. Peter, having addressed himself to the 
elder brethren, turns to the younger, and says, 
"be subject to the elder." If we are to qualify in 
relation to the house of God as vessels in His service, 
the first great lesson is that of being subject to the 
elders. 

J .L. Do we get these things in David ? He learned 
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to keep the sheep, and then was available, under 
Jesse, to go to his brethren. 

H.F.N. Quite so. He is a beautiful illustration 
of it. In addition to the word to the younger breth
ren, "submit yourselves unto the elder," the apostle 
says, "Yea, all of you be subject one to another, 
and be clothed with humility." This is one of the 
garments in the Christian's wardrobe, and it fits us 
as well in December as in August ; and whether we 
are in Australia, South Africa, or Europe ; it is a 
garment that fits every country and every clime, and 
it never grows old. I t is of great importance that 
every one of us binds on humility. 

G.A. One is concerned to learn how we may, with 
constancy, bind on humility. We may learn the 
manner of doing it at the feet of the Lord, I suppose, 
thinking of how He emptied Himself. Is that the 
line, as learning of Him ? 

H.F.N. Quite so. In the service of feet-washing, 
the Lord laid aside His garments and girded Himself 
with a linen towel—He bound it on, in that way ; 
would not tha t be a great object lesson for us ? 

W.J .H. Do you think to "bind o n " indicates 
it is there permanently ? I t is not a thing you put 
off and on occasionally, but it is always there. In 
a care meeting, in difficulty, in ministry, or in taking 
par t in the assembly, or maybe in care for one 
another, tha t spirit is there. 

B.M. Does the thought of binding on suppose 
control ? 

H.F.N. Yes ; it is a delightful thing to come into 
touch with those who have bound on humility. 
I remember a brother once saying that he gave an 
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address on the subject of humility, and when he 
finished he said, he had to get to the Lord because 
he was very proud of it ! 

S.S. Peter says tha t He "giveth grace to the 
humble." 

H.F.N. That is very fine. "Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he 
may exalt you in due t ime," v. 6. The Lord gives 
grace to the one who has bound on humility, and then 
exalts him in due time. You find tha t those who 
exercise true spiritual influence are marked by 
humility, and the Lord has given them this excess 
of grace. As bowing under the mighty hand of God, 
He exalts us in due time. 

G.H.C. Is it tha t you see it in Christ, and then 
are exercised about it ? I t is only by the Spirit it 
can be done. 

H.F.N. I am sure that is so. 
W.J .H. Humility would enable us to wait for the 

due time. God has a time in His own mind for all 
His people. David stands out as one who waited 
humbly for the due time. The trouble is that the 
flesh cannot wait. Young men have to wait on the 
Lord in humility, before they are brought forward 
in the Lord's time, whether locally or generally. 
Wanting to push oneself forward will never give one 
what the Lord has in mind for one. 

H.F.N. I am sure that is true. As one waits humbly 
and patiently, the Lord's time comes. As we really 
bind on humility, the Lord gives grace, and then 
exaltation comes in time as we are morally equal to 
it. I t is a question of time. 

E.P.H. Do we see tha t coming out in Timothy, 
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as having bound on humility—having the entrusted 
word given to him to pass on to faithful men ? 

H.F.N. That is it, and I suppose it paves the way 
for our second scripture—Acts 2. You get four 
things there ; the first is, "your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy." What we would look 
for in relation to the younger generation, referring 
to them spiritually as sons and daughters, is that 
they might prophesy ; tha t they might be vessels 
to communicate the mind of God. The next thing is, 
tha t "your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams, and on my servants and 
on my handmaidens I will pour out . . . of my Spirit, 
and they shall prophesy." So that if there are to 
be true spiritual features of prosperity, these things 
must be present. 

W.J .H. Would you distinguish between "vis ions" 
and " d r e a m s " ? 

H.F.N. I t says in the book of Proverbs that 
without a vision the people perish ; tha t is, they 
become unbridled and exposed. 

W.J .H. The dreams in Genesis seem to look on to 
what is future ; whereas a vision refers to what 
should be present, as with Elisha's young man in 
2 Kings 6 : 17. The young men would be more 
especially concerned with what is now, whereas the 
old men would think of what is coming. 

H.F.N. Quite so. The old men would be seeking 
to educate the younger brethren as to the coming 
glory. Do you not think that the test of brethren 
in their service in the local meeting is not exactly 
what they say, but the spiritual value of what they 
have left behind ? 
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W.J.H. I am sure it is. I have been greatly 
impressed as to what has been said of David and 
Solomon ; tha t David definitely provided for Solomon 
to be on his throne before he vacated it. 

G.A. Peter fell into a trance and had a vision 
in Acts 10 ; tha t was in the early days of Peter's 
ministry. 

H.F.N. I think that is very suggestive. I t is a 
great thing to sit down in your local meeting, and 
have a look at the kind of material the Lord has 
put there. If we look at it with the Lord's eyes, we 
shall discover the wisdom and skilfulness of divine 
love in the way the Lord has put us together. Then, 
how exercises would spring up in a living way in the 
hearts of the younger brethren, and in those who are 
older; so that one would see the possibility, and 
the other would see the thing operating in a living 
way at the present moment. 

T.F. Both a dream and a vision relate to the 
speaking of God. 

H.F.N. I am sure that is so. We do not see 
much of sons and daughters prophesying. One would 
love to see that feature more in evidence. In Philip's 
house, the four daughters prophesied. What a 
delightful house that would be to go into ! There 
was the evangelist Philip, then there was Paul, the 
great vessel of the testimony in that day, and then 
there were the four daughters who prophesied. 
What an atmosphere there must have been in 
tha t household in Acts 21, as Agabus came in and 
prophesied. 

W.J .H. I t does not say they were prophetesses, 
but they prophesied ; they had the mind of God at 
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tha t moment. Is tha t not greatly to be desired for 
sisters and brothers, tha t they should be intelligent 
and able to communicate God's mind at the present 
time ? 

H.F.N. One has felt in that connection, the wisdom 
of what has been said, tha t sisters do not think 
enough of themselves. We may think too much 
about ourselves in one direction, but when it comes 
to our par t in the service of God, we may not think 
sufficiently of ourselves. If every sister was really a 
vessel ready to communicate the mind of God as 
the occasion offered, how the local assemblies would 
be enriched. 

J . H . These things should exist as the fruit of the 
pouring out of the Spirit ? 

H.F.N. Quite so. I am sure that if we were more 
in the living gain of the pouring out of the Spirit, 
they would exist. This pouring out of the Spirit is 
upon God's bondmen and bondwomen. We some
times wonder if there has been sufficient recognition 
of our place as bondmen and bondwomen ; because 
in Deuteronomy, not only was the man's ear bored, 
but the woman's ear, too. We have to challenge our
selves as to whether we have been to the door, and 
had our ear bored. 

W.J .H. You mean by that , have we been per
manently and irrevocably committed to the Lord 
and His interests ? Is that the bondman's and the 
bondwoman's position ? 

H.F.N. That is it exactly. 
W.J .H. Do you not think we are in danger of 

looking upon ourselves as hired servants, to come and 
go as we please ? 
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H.F.N. And sometimes we do almost as we did in 
our school days, take up things as hobbies. There is 
none of that spirit in Christianity ; we are to be 
irrevocably committed to the Lord. 

Ques. Would that be equal to a vow in the Old 
Testament ? 

H.F.N. I t is the same idea exactly. 
G.A. Is it the evidence of ownership that you are 

concerned about—that these things should be seen 
in the saints ? The boring of the ear was an evidence 
of subjection and ownership, was it not ? 

S.E.E. Although it is impossible to go back to 
Pentecostal days, we can still have Pentecostal 
features in that way ? 

H.F.N. That is so. We have often been reminded 
that in Pentecost there was no time limit. The 
Lord has not put any limit on Pentecost. 

To pass on to Psalm 144, we read in verse 9 : " I 
will sing a new song unto thee ; with the ten-stringed 
lute will I sing psalms unto thee." We get references 
to a ten-stringed lute in Psalms 33, 92, and 144. 
I do not think there are any more. Psalm 92 refers 
to the elder brethren : "Those that are planted in 
the house of Jehovah shall flourish in the courts of 
our God. They are still vigorous in old age, they 
are full of sap and green." Psalm 144 has reference 
to the younger ones ; in verse 12 it says, " T h a t our 
sons may be as plants grown up in their youth ; our 
daughters as corner-columns sculptured after the 
fashion of a palace." One has sometimes thought 
that this is a beautiful description of what might 
be called a truly spiritual and prosperous local 
meeting. The first feature is, tha t the sons would be 
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as plants grown up in their youth, indicating tha t 
the growth in the house of God is normal. When you 
think of the daughters—that is, the younger sisters— 
the illustration is used of a corner column, " sculptured 
after the fashion of a palace." You look first for the 
development of spiritual growth, and then for this orna
mentation in the house of God. Peter refers to the orna
ment of the sisters, tha t is, " a meek and quiet spirit." 

W.J .H. I t is a great thing in youth to grow up. 
Zechariah 6 : 1 2 speaks of one who would "grow up 
from his own place." Have you ever seen one who 
wandered from place to place, grow up ? 

H.F.N. No, such a one does not take root properly ; 
we are to be rooted in love among the saints. Then 
there are these sculptured columns which would 
add beauty. So with the younger sisters—how they 
would adorn the house of God ! God loves the idea 
of spiritual beauty in His house. I suppose Timothy 
would be one of the best illustrations of one planted 
in the house of God and growing up in His courts. He 
had all the vigour of youth, combined with the 
depth of a father. I think what we should look 
for in our local companies, is the growing up as 
plants, and then the ornamentation and beauty in 
the young women. 

G.H.C. Psalm 92, which you refer to, speaks of 
trees ; there we have what stands, so tha t everything 
is perfect in tha t way. 

H.F.N. I t is indeed ; and what follows in Psalm 
144 is so beautiful; it says, " T h a t our garners may 
be full, affording all manner of store." There is a 
variety of food, something like the tree of life 
affording all manner of fruits. 
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G.A. The early and the latter rain would secure 
the supply, so the granaries are full under the blessing 
of the Lord ; there is no lack of anything. 

J .H . Would you say something of the ten-stringed 
instruments ? 

H.F.N. Some of us seem to have only one string. 
You can certainly get music out of one s t r ing; 
but the brother who has only one will not make 
much of a musician in the house of God. One has 
often thought of Romans 5. One of the first strings 
is tribulation, which worketh patience ; tha t is a 
string in the instrument. Then if you go on in the 
knowledge of God, you get a completed instrument, 
one tha t has ten strings. 

W.J .H. Do you think that there should be a note 
rising from whatever sphere of responsibility we 
touch—not only from one ? We may have our 
special note in the assembly, but all ten combine. 

H.F.N. In Psalm 33, everyone has an instrument 
of ten strings ; and if the young people will look into 
these three psalms, they will be helped to become 
true musicians in the house of God. 

S.E.E. Sometimes the young think that what 
they have is too meagre to contribute, but if it is 
spiritual it is an acquisition. 

H.F.N. That is right. I t has been said of some, 
that because they cannot sing like a nightingale, 
they will not chirp hke a sparrow. We do not expect 
them to begin with the song of a nightingale, but 
the One who made the nightingale made the sparrow 
as well. 

G.H.C. Where does the question of tithes come 
in ? Full granaries are dependent upon tithes, and 
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this calls for exercise on the par t of all, tha t there 
might be power to consider for God, and bring in 
the tithes into the storehouse. 

H.F.N. That is very helpful. Following on tha t , 
the next feature is " t h a t our sheep may bring forth 
thousands and ten thousands in our streets," tha t is, 
you never would have a meeting where they had 
lost a generation. The local meeting should never 
die out. Then following on tha t it says, " T h a t our 
oxen may be strong to labour" ; tha t would follow 
spiritual increase and abundance of store. You find 
a local meeting prospers as each one is doing his or 
her par t in the service, "strong to labour." 

W.J .H. That is important ; you help people greatly 
if you encourage them to do something. 

H.F.N. That is right. In God's world there is no 
unemployment; each one has to find out his or her 
bit of service, and labour at it heartily. 

G.H.C. So the service would be distributed ; no 
brother would think of holding two or three offices 
regularly. 

H.F.N. No ; he would not hold any as a life 
office. There should be room made for the young 
men to develop on the line of service. Three things 
follow tha t are very beautiful. There will be nc 
breaking in—no lawlessness will be working in the 
local meeting. In a spiritual setting like this, there 
is no breaking in. And then it says, there is no goinj; 
out : tha t is, the whole life interest is in the loca 
company. " N o complaining in our streets"—wha 
a delightful suggestion ! " I beseech . . . be of thi 
same mind in the Lord," the apostle says. Per 
haps two sisters are complaining against each other 
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you could not have a delightful state of things such 
as the psalm describes, if there is a complaining spirit. 
So the psalm ends with this, " H a p p y is tha t people, 
tha t is in such a case : yea, happy is tha t people, 
whose God is the Lord." That is a wonderful climax. 
I do not think anybody would want to be absent. 
The same number of people who sat down to the 
breaking of bread (I am not speaking of mothers 
with children and those who have legitimate re
sponsibilities) would be at the prayer and reading 
meetings. 

E.L. If the spirit of the shepherd you spoke of 
was found in exercise amongst us, these conditions 
would be reached. 

W.J .H. Had you in mind in 2 Kings 6, tha t the 
sons of the prophets there, representing the young, 
get all the benefit of having an aged servant like 
Elisha among them ? 

H.F.N. Yes. Do you not think tha t is a great 
feature in the local gathering : to go forth under the 
direction of the man of God ? In many of our ac
tivities, there is no spiritual gain or real fruit for 
God, because we do not come under spiritual leader
ship. That is the great lesson of the last scripture. 

Katoomba, N.S.W., 
April 25th, 1938 
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AUTHORITY 

ROMANS 14:8, 9 ; EPHESIANS 4 :10 , 11 ; PROVERBS 4 : 1 - 4 ; 

JOSHUA 1 : 16 ; NUMBERS 4 : 1 6 ; MARK 13 : 33-37 

H.F.N. What is before me in suggesting these 
scriptures is the importance that the Spirit of God 
attaches to authority. We would all recognise tha t 
one of the peculiar dangers of the present moment 
is the spirit of lawlessness and democracy leading 
to the overthrow of authority. These scriptures 
would impress upon the hearts of all, not only of 
those who have had experience in the ways of God, 
and who care for the interests of the Lord in this 
city, but also of the very youngest in this company, 
tha t the security and continuance of what we all 
value hangs on our recognition of authority. We 
might look a t it first, in relation to the Lord Himself. 
In Romans 14 He is presented to us as Lord both 
of the dead and living. Then in John 5 the Father 
has given all authority into His hands, and, as the 
Son of man, authority to execute judgment is also 
committed to Him. Peter said, "Who is gone into 
heaven, and is on the right hand of God ; angels and 
authorities and powers being made subject unto 
him." Every writer in the New Testament emphasises 
tha t unlimited authority has been placed in the hands 
of the Lord Jesus. 

The second thought is the authority of the apostles. 
We read in Ephesians 4, "he tha t descended is the 
same also tha t ascended up far above all heavens, 
tha t he might fill all things. And he gave some, 
apostles." Apostles come first, representing the 
authority of Christ. Paul, speaking of tha t authority, 
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said it was given to him for building up, and not for 
overthrowing. 

Then, in relation to the assembly, authority is seen 
in four ways. First, as set forth in Proverbs 4, we 
have parental authority ; for, in the assembly, the 
basis is the recognition of authority as bound up with 
what is parental. Authority is in the house of God, 
but the holy blend of love is seen connected with it. 
In Joshua 1, we see in Moses ministerial authority. 
He was the great minister raised up of God, and God 
put authority into his hands. Then in relation to 
Eleazar, we have in Numbers 4 : 1 6 priestly control 
in authority. The seven things of which he was to 
have charge would indicate his control of all the 
services tha t stood in relation to the house of God. 
And, finally, upon Joshua, God conferred authority 
connected typically with the spiritual realm. So 
we have in the assembly these four kinds of authority ; 
first, what is parental ; secondly, what is ministerial : 
thirdly, what is priestly ; and fourthly, what is 
spiritual—though in the spiritual realm what is 
authoritative does not come so much into evidence. 

In the last scripture, we have a very wide thought,; 
when the Lord was going away, He gave authority 
into the hands of His servants. The New Translation 
puts it very strongly : "having . . . given to his bond
men the authority." Then in Matthew 21 the Lord is 
challenged as to His authority, and He met the chal
lenge by referring to a fixed principle ; tha t is, 
whether the ministry was of heaven or of men. I ts 
origin determines the authority. 

Our subject is rather wide, but one hopes the Lord 
will help us to see the importance of it, and that 
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the Spirit of God will bring it home to us in power, 
for the welfare and prosperity of the saints is de
pendent on the recognition of authority. 

E.E.S.L. Does God present it in such a way as 
to make it attractive to us ? 

H.F.N. Yes ; it is said in another connection, 
tha t we are brought into the kingdom of the Son of 
His love, that is, under divine authority exercised 
in love. 

W.J .H. As in the closing days of the Gentile 
monarchies, as seen in Daniel's image, where the 
feet were partly of iron and part of clay, are we 
not in great danger of these elements being found 
among us ? On the one side, the assumption of 
arbitrary power, and on the other, the will of everyone 
being active in setting aside authority ? 

H.F.N. That is true, and these peculiar difficulties 
will, if we are not on our guard, intrude themselves 
into the assembly. 

S.E.E. Christ's exaltation is brought out in Peter's 
first preaching, in Acts 2, showing how prominent it 
was in God's mind. Peter says, "God hath made 
that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord 
and Christ." 

H.F.N. This is supported, too, by 1 Peter 3 : 22 : 
" W h o is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand 
of God : angels and authorities and powers being 
made subject unto h i m " ; and you can almost catch 
the joy that filled Peter's heart as he wrote this ! 

S.E.E. I t is necessary for us to come under the 
direct rule of Christ, so tha t room is made for carrying 
out God's thoughts as to us. 

H.F.N. In Romans 14 it says, "Fo r to this end 
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Christ both died, and rose . . . tha t he might be 
Lord both of the dead and living." What a powerful 
appeal this is to our affections, so that each one of 
us should come under His gracious, subduing power. 
This comes out in connection with the weak brother, 
and in relation to the kingdom, and I thought this 
was the start, the real spring of everything that 
follows. 

G.A. There is only one alternative tha t is left to 
us, tha t is, lawlessness. There is a great end to be 
reached by means of this authority in the different 
ways you have called our attention to it. 

H.F.N. Would it not be to anticipate what we 
get in 1 Corinthians 15, that when all authority 
shall come to an end, Christ will hand over the king
dom, that God may be all and in all. Is not that the 
great end in view in relation to author i ty—"that 
God may be all in a l l " ? In eternity the idea of 
authority will not be prominent. While there is still 
something to subdue, the Lord will exercise authority 
to the end that God may be all in all. 

W.J .H. Do you not think that the meagre way 
in which we enjoy what is eternal, is due to our not 
accepting the Lord's authority primarily ? Is it 
not the authority tha t leads us into what is eternal ? 

H.F.N. 1 Corinthians 15 clearly shows that when 
the Lord hands over the kingdom it is to this end, 
that God may be all in all. Should we not really 
begin to-day to touch the day of God's eternal 
supremacy ? 

S.E.E. You have referred to the three thoughts of 
ruling, dwelling, and blessing : does tha t connect 
with what you have in mind in the thought of God 
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removing everything, firstly in grace, and finally in 
judgment, so that He can occupy the ground and 
give effect to His great thoughts of blessing ? 

H.F.N. That is right. The whole security in rela
tion to the saints hangs upon this recognition of 
authority. If we might touch this thought first, in 
relation to the Lord Himself, it would give lis an 
impression of His absolute supremacy. He is Lord 
both of dead and living. "Fo r whether we live, we 
live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto 
the Lord : whether we live, therefore, or die, we are 
the Lord's." If we are weak in regard to that , there 
will be little apprehension of what God is. One 
would like the youngest saint to get an impression 
of the absolute supremacy of Christ; you could not 
get a wider realm than that over which Christ has 
authority. 

W.J .H. That we are the Lord's would cover every 
hour, and every sphere of activity in our lives. 

R.S. Would Mary Magdalene be a beautiful 
illustration of one coming under the authority of 
the Lord ? 

H.F.N. Yes, she would indeed. 
J.S.D. Why does the Lord go into death to reach 

this place of authority ? He is so great in Himself, 
yet goes through death in order to reach this place. 

H.F.N. I t was for the overthrow of everything 
that challenged His authority, and to establish His 
own right beyond question. Love lay behind it, for 
He gave up His life to establish His rights ; Christ 
has died, that He might be Lord both of the dead 
and the living. Divine authority now is exercised 
in love, and what a beneficent authority it is ! When 
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people speak of authority, they usually speak of 
what is harsh. 

L.P.M. In Romans, it is in connection with the 
weak brother that you get the thought of authority 
introduced. 

H.F.N. And it adds later, "Destroy not him with 
thy meat, for whom Christ died." What love lies 
behind this ! So it is a most beneficent authority. 
I take it we are all prepared to admit the Lord's 
authority, who has gone into heaven, angels and 
authorities and powers all being made subject to 
Him ! There is nothing to dispute His authority in 
the heavens. He has ascended up, and has received 
gifts for men ; the first gift was apostles, for the 
apostles represent His authority. Paul said that his 
apostleship was given him for edification, and not for 
destruction. I t is important in relation to the assembly, 
to see that when the Lord left His own here, He 
left the authority. As walking in the t ruth and in 
separation from iniquity, the authority operates. 

W.J .H. The apostles' doctrine is authoritative, 
and anything outside that is lawlessness. 

H.F.N. That helps : the apostles' doctrine is 
the great expression of this authority. You could 
not have true spiritual activity in the house of God 
apart from the recognition of authority. 

L.P.M. We might profess to acknowledge the 
authority of the Lord, and yet refuse to recognise 
those through whom it is expressed ? 

H.F.N. In the opening of the Acts, we see how 
believers laid their gifts at the apostles' feet. That 
is, they recognised those in whom the Lord had placed 
the authority. We may say, to-day there are no 
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apostles ; but when the Lord left this scene, He 
gave " t o his bondmen the authority"—according to 
Mark 13 : 34. 

W.J .H. Does the authority pass down to such a 
broken day as this ? 

-H.F.N. Yes ; the apostles' authority remains and 
is binding ; but there is also what the Lord speaks 
of as " t h e author i ty" at the present moment. If 
we have not the apostles, we have bondmen. The 
passage in Mark says, " i t is as a man gone out of the 
country, having left his house and given to his bond
men the authority." The authority given to His 
bondmen remains to-day. When we come to the 
actual working out of it in the assembly, it would 
shine out first in a parental way. As it says in 
Proverbs 4, "Hear , ye children, the instruction of a 
father, and attend to know understanding. For I give 
you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. For I was 
my father's son, tender and only-beloved in the sight 
of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, 
Let thine heart retain my words ; keep my command
ments and live." So that prosperity in the house of 
God begins with the recognition of parental authority. 
I think you will find tha t in Proverbs 3 it is the 
mother speaking, and in chapter 4 it is the father. 
The book emphasises the spiritual gain bound up 
with parental authority ; and that authority is seen 
in the house of God at the present moment. The 
apostle said to the Corinthians, "Though ye have 
ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not 
many fathers." So the thought of parental authority 
was to underlie all tha t follows. 

W.J .H. Jerusalem above is said to be our mother, 
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and her law is authoritative. The Lord would help 
us to realise that as to assembly principles there 
is authority there, and it is not open to us to 
dispute it. 

H.F.N. If we are to prosper spiritually we must 
bow to the feature of authority in the house of God. 

W.J .H. When you speak of a father, what have 
you in mind ? Do you mean the mother represents 
the assembly in principle ? 

H.F.N. The father would represent the element of 
authority among the saints ; his speaking would be 
authoritative. We learn from Galatians, tha t Sarah 
is our mother and Abraham our father. Abraham 
was marked by light and faith, and his words carried 
authority. 

E.E.S.L. Would you tell us why Proverbs 3 is 
maternal % 

H.F.N. The chapter itself conveys the thought. 
The mother explains the father's discipline, saying, 
"My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord ; 
neither be weary of his correction ; for whom the 
Lord loveth he correcteth ; even as a father the son 
in whom he delighteth." The chapter seems to sug
gest the appeal of the mother, and in the next, 
there is the voice of the father. 

E.E.S.L. That is very touching. The mother 
interpreting the voice of the father. 

A.C. There is what is paternal and what is maternal 
in the assembly. The mother sets out the affections, 
and the father the authority. Paul had both these 
features ; to the Thessalonians he was as a mother 
and a father ; and in Corinthians, he speaks as a 
father. 
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H.F.N. There is great importance in recognising 
parental authority among the saints. I t has been 
truly said, tha t authority has been placed in those 
who love us most. You feel how tender we should 
be in the exercise of parental authority. Solomon 
could say, " I was my father's son, tender and only 
beloved in the sight of my mother." He brings the 
two together. That would pave the way for what 
we spoke of as ministerial authority in the house of 
God. I t is illustrated in Moses. I t says in Joshua 
1 : 16, "And they answered Joshua, saying, All tha t 
thou commandest us we will do, and whithersoever 
thou sendest us we will go. According as we hearkened 
unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee." 
Authority is here seen in Moses, the great minister 
tha t God raised up for His people, and if we recognise 
parental authority, the next thing is to recognise 
ministerial authority that the Lord has given. 

L.P.M. Would you explain more fully what you 
mean by ministerial authority ? 

H.F.N. The apostle spoke of himself as an able 
minister of the new covenant. The word ministerial 
has been given a false meaning, but used rightly, it 
relates to those whom the Lord takes up for ministry 
in the house of God. He clothes with evident 
authority, those with moral and spiritual qualifica
tions for ministry in the house of God to-day. 

W.J .H. Referring to Moses and Paul, no one 
could challenge their love to the people ; behind 
their ministerial authority was the parental love of 
which you speak. 

H.F.N. Yes, we have abundant evidence of that . 
Paul says, " I shall most gladly spend and be utterly 

118 



spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving 
you I should be less loved." No one could question 
the love these two ministers had for the people 
of God. 

W.J.H. I t is a great matter for those desiring to 
be used in like service, tha t they should understand 
that they cannot serve ministerially, except as they 
love the brethren. The brethren would not be ready 
to hear them unless there was a background and proof 
of such love. 

H.F.N. Elisha is introduced to us as pouring water 
on the hands of Elijah ; and Joshua, as Moses' 
at tendant. 

W.J .H. I t is a great matter for any young brother 
on whom the Lord may have His eye for service, to 
conduct himself in a way that makes it clear that he. 
loves the saints ; serving them constantly and 
patiently, so that when the time comes for him to 
minister, he will be listened to. 

H.F.N. Exactly. Paul says, "Take Mark, and 
bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for 
the ministry." Mark himself was now serviceable as 
coming under authority. Unless the younger brethren 
have secured not only the affection, but the respect 
of the local brethren, they can hardly expect room 
to be made for them in relation to ministry in the 
house of God. One feels the great importance of 
recognising that ministry is clothed with authority. 

J.S.D. That comes out in Peter 's word, " I f any 
man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God." 

G.A. Timothy, we are told, was well reported of 
by the brethren. The spiritual background could 
be seen in Timothy. 
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H.F.N. That is perhaps the most outstanding 
witness of what we were saying. He had qualified 
in humble service, and the Lord took him up and 
gave him, perhaps, one of the most distinguished 
places in the ministry, next to the apostle. We do not 
want to lose the gain of any gift the Lord has been 
pleased to place among the saints, but we must 
begin by being well spoken of by the brethren. 

J .S.D. Does this in any way bring in the sisters 1 
God took up Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 

H.F.N. Speaking strictly of the ministers, it 
would be limited to those whom' the Lord makes 
use of in the house of God. You might bring the 
sisters in as influencing, on the maternal side of the 
service. Deborah arose a mother in Israel. A true 
mother in Israel, would be a powerful influence in 
the house of God. 

G.A. Is this seen in the way sisters would support 
an assembly judgment in its entirety ; accepting it, 
and in conversation supporting and strengthening 
i t ; never weakening it ? 

H.F.N. A most important point. The enemy is 
ever seeking to undermine authority in the house of 
God, and especially among those who have been so 
richly blessed in regard of the truth. As the sisters 
support the authority of the Lord in relation to the 
house of God, they become an element of power in 
the testimony. 

E.E.S.L. Would not spiritual sisters seek to support 
the deliberations in the care meeting intelligently, as 
well as what is done in assembly ? 

H.F.N. I am sure they would. As to priestly 
authority, it is said in Numbers 4 : 16, "To the office 
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of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest pertaineth the 
oil for the light, and the sweet incense, and the daily 
meat offering." Light first, then the fragrant incense, 
then the continual oblation, and then the anointing 
oil, and, added to that , the oversight of the whole 
tabernacle. Then, all tha t is in the sanctuary, and 
its furniture. Those are the things over which Eleazar 
was to have control, indicating the sphere of authority 
in relation to the priestly service in the house of God. 
Eleazar is in one way a type of the Lord ; and he is 
also a type of that spiritual element found in the 
priestly company. 

W.J .H. So tha t such as have authority watch 
every service in the house of God, including the 
articles of service, and the persons. What has come 
out recently as to the Lord's Person and sonship is 
supported by this very thing, priestly authority. 

H.F.N. Apart from tha t priestly authority, the 
saints might have been rent asunder. The psalmist 
says, "Moses and Aaron among his priests." Moses 
was a greater priest than Aaron ; he was a greater 
minister, and had a greater access to God. What is 
said in regard to the " furn i ture" suggests that the 
Lord would exercise the saints in relation to details in 
the house of God. The order of the Lord's supper 
as to the cup and other things has been carried by 
priestly authority in the house of God. 

S.E.E. Did Peter resent that at first, when he said, 
"Thou shalt never wash my feet" ? The Lord 
insisted, and to tha t priestly authority Peter 
submitted. 

H.F.N. Exactly. Now the last subject for con
sideration is spiritual authority suggested in Joshua. 
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In Numbers 27 : 18-20, in answer to Moses' request 
tha t the assembly be not as sheep without a shepherd, 
Jehovah said, "Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a 
man in whom is the Spirit, and lay thine hand upon 
him ; and set him before Eleazar the priest, and 
before all the congregation ; and give him a charge 
in their sight. And thou shaft put some of thine honour 
upon him, that all the congregation of the children 
of Israel may be obedient." There is this spiritual 
authority of which Joshua is a type ; he was the 
spiritual leader so that they might take up their 
inheritance. The idea of authority is not so much 
in evidence in the spiritual realm as in the wilderness, 
yet we read in Ephesians of what is growing to a 
holy temple " in the Lord," suggesting that even in 
the spiritual realm we come under His authority 
and leadership. 

A.H. God does not give anyone the authority to 
appoint a successor in this matter. 

H.F.N. That is right. We have a relentless foe 
who wouli seek to undermine and overthrow this 
element of divine authority. Those who have turned 
aside from the truth, in the refusal of the authority, 
have lost everything that is vital. There is a great 
deal more underlying what we have been speaking 
about than appears on the surface. 

B.O.L. There is a great need for us to recognise 
and bear in mind that the Son Himself will be subject, 
tha t God may be all in all. We should anticipate 
that now. 

H.F.N. Mark 13 : 34 says, He gave " t o his bond
men the authority," and that authority remains as 
much to-day as it did on the day of Pentecost. 
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W.J.H. In 1 Chronicles 24 : 5 a remarkable expres
sion occurs, "princes of the sanctuary," not only 
ministers, but princes, in whom authori ty in the 
sanctuary is expressed. 

H.F.N. Very good. 
G.H.C. What is the difference between priestly 

and spiritual authority ? I take it tha t what is 
priestly would also be spiritual, would it not ? 

H.F.N. I suppose priesthood is connected with 
the moral system in which God is served, on the 
ground of sacrifice. What is spiritual has more 
relation to what is eternal, and to the inheritance 
of the saints. In Ephesians we have what is spiritual. 
What is priestly would underlie what is spiritual as 
to moral state, but priesthood is related to what is 
rightly official in the service of God. The spiritual is 
beyond what is official. 

E.E.S.L. We should greatly value authority in 
every sphere in which God has set it. 

Sydney, 
May \tth, 1938 
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FEATURES OF PRIESTHOOD 

ZECHAHIAH 3 : 1-10; HAGGAI 2 : 10-14 ; MALACHI 2 : 4-9 

H.F.N. These three scriptures bear upon the 
great thought of priesthood, in relation to ourselves. 
Priesthood involves a state that has been formed 
after Christ as Man, and involves holiness, intelli
gence, and power of discrimination. Then the priest 
is one who is prepared to lend his shoulder and take 
up the burdens amongst the people of God. The 
people here spoken of, having been delivered out of 
Babylon, were brought back to God's thoughts, so 
that priesthood, as referred to in these books, has a 
peculiar application to ourselves at the present time. 
In the first scripture the Spirit of God depicts in 
Joshua the state of the people; they were clothed in 
filthy garments, but later, they are to be clothed 
with festival robes—garments of salvation and 
righteousness. The Corinthians were clothed largely 
with filthy garments, and the ministry of the apostle 
was in order that these might be taken away, and the 
saints be adorned with priestly garments in view of 
the service of God. 

In Haggai, the great point raised is holiness, 
tha t is, the state of God's people. There can be no 
exercise of priesthood apart from holiness. In 
Malachi, the priesthood had become corrupt, and the 
prophet refers to Levi, in order to bring out the great 
feature of intelligence. We are to seek the law, the 
law of t ru th at the mouth of the priest. Priesthood 
is to be exercised a t the present time, because the 
services and interests of the Lord can only be carried 
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on according to God, as a result of our being recovered 
to the true thought of priesthood. 

W.J .H. I t is happy for the youngest to realise 
tha t the removal of our sins through the precious 
blood of Christ has in view tha t each of us should 
serve as a priest. 

H.F.N. That would come out beautifully in Reve
lation 1 : "To him who loves us and has washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, and made us a king
dom, priests to his God and Father ." If tha t was 
understood and responded to, there would be more 
freedom in the service of God in the local companies 
of God's people. This passage in Zechariah, while 
primarily showing the state of Israel, depicts a state 
of things such as tha t into which the Corinthians had 
come, and really with Christians to-day, what we see 
publicly, are "filthy garments." 

W.J .H. Garments have specially in mind our 
associations, friendships, relationships, and actions ; 
not so much what is within, but what is seen 
outwardly. 

E.E.S.L. How would this change spoken of in 
Zechariah 3 be effected in the saints ? 

, H.F.N. The first thing we have to see is tha t there 
is an anti-priest here. I t says "he shewed me 
Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of 
Jehovah, and Satan standing a t his right hand 
to resist him." Satan is the adversary, but God takes 
up the cause of His people. God intervenes, and 
says, " Jehovah rebuke thee, O Satan ! Yea, Jehovah 
tha t hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee. Is not 
this a brand plucked out of the fire" ? Joshua is 
clothed in filthy garments, and is standing before 
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the angel. The angel says, "Take away the filthy 
garments," showing how God has caused the change 
to come about in these last days ; He has inter
vened through His servants to effect it. He spoke 
and said unto those that stood before Him, "Take 
away the filthy garments from off him." So you 
have Jehovah intervening for His people, and the 
angel of His presence standing by, typical, I suppose, 
of the Lord Himself. Then we have those who are 
standing by, and who serve in this matter. I t is 
a service that we are called upon to render to the 
people of God, just as Paul rendered it to the Corin
thians, tha t the filthy garments be removed and 
these priestly garments of adornment and beauty 
put upon the saints. And Joshua as clothed with 
"festival robes" has a place among those that stand 
by. 

C.I. Would "sanctified in Christ J e sus " give us 
the right view of the saints ? Are not the exhorta
tions in 1 Corinthians to bring them into practical 
accord with that ? 

H.F.N. Yes, tha t is what one had in mind. The 
apostle reminds them, "such were some of you ; 
but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our God." We see here, tha t those who 
stand by are to serve in removing the filthy garments ; 
"he spoke and said unto those that stood before 
him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from off 
him. And unto him he said, See, I have caused thine 
iniquity to pass from thee, and I clothe thee with 
festival-robes." We have the service of others in the 
removal of the filthy garments, and then the angel, 
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representing the Lord Himself, says " I clothe thee 
with festival-robes." 

W.J .H. Paul writing to Timothy is like one 
standing by, showing how the filthy garments might 
be removed in withdrawing from iniquity, and se
parating from vessels to dishonour ; all leading up 
to the service of God. 

H.F.N. That is very helpful. So that we can 
render practical service to the people of God by with
drawing from iniquity, and then God comes in and 
clothes us with festival robes, so tha t His service can 
be enriched. 

W.J .H . This closing book of the Old Testament 
corresponds with what the Lord would do now, and 
is doing, but it is essential tha t there should be 
suitable garments. 

C.F. Could you help us in connection with the 
festival robes ? 

H.F.N. David said, "Le t thy priests be clothed 
with righteousness." We know God answered that , 
but he went further, " I will also clothe her priests with 
salvation." I suppose salvation really indicates the 
priestly garments in which we take up the service 
of God ; but the garments referred to in this scrip
ture are festival robes. In the divine wardrobe there 
is a dress for every occasion. In Luke 15, the prodigal 
is given the best robe, tha t is the robe for the house. 
In the kingdom, you are able to put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. So you get the different kinds of gar
ments in scripture, and here, it is festival robes. 
God would bring us to enjoy the festivities of His 
house, so tha t we might be encouraged to take up the 
service of priesthood, in a joyful and living way. 
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Then it says, "Le t them set a pure turban upon his 
head." We know how at Corinth, the introduction 
of man's intellect marred and hindered the priestly 
service. Having a pure turban upon the head would 
guard against the natural mind, and bring out the 
features of divine beauty and intelligence. 

W.F. The removal of the filthy garments would be 
a humbling process. 

H.F.N. I am sure it would. As referred to in 
2 Timothy it calls for judgment on oneself and all 
tha t is around ; but by it the Lord has enriched the 
priestly service of the house of God. The first re
ference to priestly service in Exodus 2 8 : 1 says, 
" t h a t he may minister unto m e " ; it is to meet 
the divine requirements. 

E.E.S.L. We need company, and if the saints are 
our companions, we shall be sheltered from com
panionships tha t would damage us. 

H.F.N. The three-fold reference in the chapter 
to those who stand by, or sit by, would give pro
minence to this. I t says in verse 4, "And he spoke 
and said unto those who stood before h im"—tha t is, 
a company standing before Jehovah and before the 
angel of His presence. Then in verse 7, " I f thou wilt 
walk in my ways . . . I will give thee a place to walk 
among these that stand by." In verse 8, " thou and 
thy fellows that sit before thee." So we see the great 
importance that the Spirit of God attaches to those 
tha t are available, tha t are at hand. I suppose it 
indicates the fellowship tha t we enjoy to-day. 

W.J .H. That is very good. We should all desire 
to be among those who stand by, as available for 
the service of God. The humbling, testing exercise 
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of the filthy garments being removed has this in 
view. I t says of Gabriel, t ha t he stood before God, 
Luke 1 : 19. 

C.I. Would you look a t those who stand by as 
those who have purged themselves from evil asso
ciations, and thus are available as vessels unto 
honour \ 

H.F.N. Exactly. And they get a place of increas
ing privilege ; the next thing tha t is said of them is, 
tha t they are "men of portent ." So the position of 
these men to-day, is tha t they are a sign in 
Christendom. 

S.E.E. Does the woman in John 4 provide us with 
an example of one whose garments were already 
changed, the Lord having in mind tha t she should 
be secured for worship, to be among those who worship 
in spirit and in t ru th ? Then the Lord tells His dis
ciples how they would be brought into the service, 
saying, "others have laboured, and ye have entered 
into their labours." Would they come in as " these 
that stand b y " ? 

H.F.N. That is helpful. Following this he is 
given a charge by Jehovah of hosts, saying, " I f thou 
wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my 
charge, then thou . . . shalt also keep my courts; and 
I will give thee a place to walk among these tha t 
stand by." This place of privilege will be given to 
him if he is faithful in relation to his responsibility. 
We all have to learn to walk in God's ways ; we should 
become acquainted with divine ways. Paul urged 
upon Timothy to keep the charge, to keep it without 
spot and unrebukable. So there is a solemn re
sponsibility resting upon each one of us, to depart 
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from iniquity, to walk in God's ways, and to keep 
His charge. 

W.J .H. The charge implies something laid on one ; 
it is not optional, but imperative. Do you not feel 
tha t what is greatly needed by us all is the sense of 
obligation rather than doing things optionally ? 

H.F.N". Exactly. One has often said tha t no one 
is of any real value among the saints until he has 
come to tha t point when he is prepared to shoulder 
responsibility. The Lord paves the way, so that we 
walk in His way and keep His charge, and then we 
have the privilege of judging His house and keeping 
His courts. That would be practical administration 
in the house of God. 

G.A.v.S. We are to be qualified to take up obliga
tions in connection with the service of God. 

H.F.N. I believe that is the great point the Lord 
is a t . He would give each one of us to accept re
sponsibility. All this has special application to us, 
as having come out of Babylon. These three prophets, 
looking at the people as having come out of captivity, 
would thus afford special help as to the bearing of 
priesthood on ourselves. 

W.J .H. What follows in reference to bringing 
forth God's servant, the Branch, is full of the greatest 
encouragement. Where these conditions are, there 
is brought forward the blessed Person of Christ in 
manhood, as having His roots in God. In thus 
bringing Christ into evidence, is there not the testi
mony to the sure recovery of what is for God's 
pleasure ? 

A.H. There is life in the Branch, it is a Sprout, 
tha t is not a dead thing ; it is living. Satan was 
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there to withstand this thought of life, because there 
would be a great result. 

H.F.N. Indeed, and would you not say tha t the 
Lord has always brought in a fresh presentation of 
Himself in support of living conditions, however 
weak outwardly ? The Lord's sonship has in that way 
produced great spiritual gain. What follows here, 
"behold the stone tha t I have laid before Joshua,— 
upon one stone are seven eyes," shows that the effect 
is the establishment of the spiritual system set up in 
the recovery ; spiritual stability thus marking the 
divine system. Then perfect intelligence, the seven 
eyes upon the stone. So the people of God, as re
covered, receive extraordinary illumination in regard 
to the Person of Christ, and the stability of the divine 
and spiritual system. 

E.E.S.L. Does the word, " I will remove the iniquity 
of this land in one day," imply that what would mark 
those who had emerged from Babylon should charac
terise the whole of the saints ? 

H.P.N. Well, we should not have anything else 
in our thoughts. 

A.H. I t is encouraging that in these last prophets, 
the name "Jehovah of hos t s" is more prominent 
than elsewhere in Scripture. 

H.F.N. Yes, indeed, showing tha t God is thinking 
of all His people, and tha t they should get the 
gain of what He has in mind in the recovery from 
Babylon. 

W.J .H. The thought of companions in Zechariah 
3 : 8 is very attractive, and should help us to accept 
the change of our garments, so tha t we may have a 
place amongst those tha t stand by ; a place where 
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Christ will be enthroned in the spiritual structure 
tha t is about to be finished. 

J .S. Would these filthy garments have any rela
tion to what the Lord calls attention to in the 
addresses to the assemblies in Revelation ? 

H.F.N. I think that helps. The Lord's eye dis
covers all the secret roots of departure. What follows 
is really the outcome of the self-judgment called for. 
We have this light in regard to the Person of Christ 
as the Branch, and at the end of the chapter it says, 
" I n tha t day, saith Jehovah of hosts, shall ye invite 
every man his neighbour under the vine and under 
the fig-tree." Is not that our position now ? In 
many parts of the world the Lord has wrought so 
tha t the saints are inviting their spiritual neighbours 
under the vine and under the fig-tree. So there 
are great results, not only for God but also for 
the saints. 

C.I. In the book of Nehemiah there was no re
covery of priestly conditions until the wall had been 
completed. Unless priestly conditions are found 
amongst the people of God, there cannot be this 
dwelling in holy liberty. 

H.F.N. No. In Haggai 2 we read, "On the four 
and twentieth day of the ninth month, in the second 
year of Darius, came the word of Jehovah by Haggai 
the prophet saying, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts : 
Ask now the priests concerning the law, saying, If 
one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, 
and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or 
wine, or oil, or any food—shall it become holy ? And 
the priests answered, . . . No. And Haggai said, If one 
tha t is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, 
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is it become unclean ? And the priests answered 
and said, I t shall be unclean. Then answered Haggai 
and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before 
me, saith Jehovah, and so is every work of their 
hands ; and that which they offer there is unclean." 
These two questions have a very important bearing 
on us ; we are to ask a priest. Is not the importance 
of this passage that the priests were bearing holy 
flesh in their garments ; but the skirts of the priests' 
garments as they came in touch with things here 
cannot impart holiness ? Then on the other hand, 
if you touch a dead body, the priesthood becomes 
defiled. 

W.J .H. That is one of the greatest lessons we 
could take home to ourselves, tha t holiness is not 
imparted, but unholiness is. 

H.F.N. Exactly. I suppose holiness is an inward 
shrinking from every form and suggestion of evil, 
and is really a question of our state. So the great 
importance of Haggai 2 is tha t they were to ask the 
priests. Does not tha t convey an important prin
ciple ? A trusted servant of the Lord used to say, If 
you have a question to ask, never ask anybody tha t 
is less spiritual than you are yourself. When Peter 
had a question to ask, he recognised that John 
was the one who was a true priest, one reclining 
on the bosom of Jesus, and he got him to ask the 
question. 

W.J .H. That is in keeping with John in Revela
tion : he questions the angel. 

C.I. Is this a practical word in relation to our 
associations ? 

H.F.N. I am sure it is. On the one hand, how 
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easily we get defiled, while on the other, we cannot 
impart holiness. Holiness is a most sensitive thing, 
is it not ? Unholy associations defile, and they 
are destructive of the whole fellowship. All that 
has been recovered in God's ways is completely 
lost to the people of God, if we go in for unholy 
associations. 

W.E. In what way would this work out practically 
•—having holy flesh in our garments ? 

H.F.N. I thought it had reference to our priestly 
service. 

W.J .H. Holy flesh suggests that there are sacrifices 
being carried by the priests to present to God, and 
to touch what is unclean will defile the priest. 

H.F.N. Exactly. Scripture in referring to the 
priest, makes so much of the hem of his garment. 
I t was to be of blue, the heavenly colour, and then 
in Psalm 133 we read tha t the holy, anointing oil 
came down to the skirts of his garments. 

S.E.E. Does it mean that what we cannot purify we 
may contaminate ? We cannot improve what is merely 
professedly of God, but by unholy or corrupt associa
tions we shall do the opposite and bring in defilement. 

H.F.N. That is it. Broadly, there are many of the 
people, of God who maintain purity of walk indi
vidually ; and as far as they know, purity of doctrine ; 
but they never face this great question of purity of 
associations. I believe the Lord would raise it espe
cially with those of us who have sought to depart 
from iniquity. The whole question is one of holiness, 
and how it is to be maintained. 

C.I. Would the second epistle of John touch on 
this ? The elder writing to the elect lady says that 
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he who greets one not holding right doctrine 
"par takes in his wicked works." 

S.E.E. People often say that we invite them to 
our meetings, but we are not prepared to accept 
an invitation to theirs. Does a practical question like 
this come into this matter ? 

H.F.N. I think it comes very forcibly into it. As 
having departed from iniquity, we would not like 
the holy flesh in the skirts of our garments to become 
contaminated. What the enemy is at is to hinder 
the carrying on of the service of God, and the moment 
we allow anything in the nature of profanity in tha t 
way, it would hinder the service of God. 

R.S. Being clothed in festival robes makes us con
scious of all t ha t is contrary to them. 

A.H. Would you say a word as to holy flesh in 
the garments touching pottage and food ? They are 
not in themselves evil things, are they ? And also 
as to the second point, t ha t touching a dead person 
you become defiled ? 

H.F.N. The assumption to priestly service, tha t is, 
" I f one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment," 
did not render the returned remnant holy, and thus 
pleasurable to God. On the contrary, the priests 
had become unclean, by reason of their contact with 
the "dead body" and so rendered the remnant 
unclean. I t is essential to differentiate between what 
is holy and related to the service of God, and what is 
unclean. 

C.F. What would the holy flesh be ? 
H.F.N. The holy flesh is what we offer to God in 

the way of sacrifice in service, and we would learn 
that in itself t ha t did not impart holiness. 
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D. J.M. Is the latter glory of the house in view here ? 
H.F.N. I am sure it is. What God has in view is 

the completion of things ; the latter glory of the 
house is coming in, and our associations must be 
entirely in consistency with it. 

D.J.M. If this matter of holiness is not attended 
to, the foundations will not be laid in our hearts. 

H.F.N. That is important, for these questions are 
raised in view of what follows, so that the glory might 
really flood the house. When we come to Malachi, it 
says, "And ye shall know that I have sent this com
mandment unto you, that my covenant might be with 
Levi, saith Jehovah of hosts. My covenant with 
him was of life and peace, and I gave them to him 
that he might fear ; and he feared me, and trembled 
before my name. The law of t ruth was in his mouth, 
and unrighteousness was not found in his lips ; he 
walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he 
turned many from iniquity." We know how Malachi 
raises the question of the moral condition of God's 
people. The public condition of God's people had 
become a disgrace in the presence of the nations, 
but God brings forward Levi, a teaching priest, to 
show what He approves. In Zechariah, we have 
one adorned with festival robes, and a pure turban 
on his head; and in Haggai, the priest bearing holy 
flesh in the skirts of his garment ; but with this, 
we need what we learn was absent in the book of 
Chronicles, that is, a teaching priest in Israel. The 
apostle Paul in Corinth acted as a teaching priest. 
I take it the prophet brings the word to bear 
on the consciences of God's people, and raises 
the question of our moral state ; but the priest 
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would recall us to the Lord's commandments and 
statutes and ordinances, and would thus teach us 
the mind of God ; he would be able to give us 
light on anything that might arise among the 
people of God. 

W.J .H. How the Lord stands out in tha t character 
as the Teacher, and all His teaching is as pr ies t ; 
He is called in the gospel, "The Teacher." 

C.I. What do you think is suggested when 
it says, "he feared me, and trembled before my 
n a m e " ? 

H.F.N. I suppose the reference is to Levi's action 
at the time of the golden calf ; he took his sword and 
declared himself on the Lord's side. Then in Ezekiel, 
when the mass of the people became corrupt, God 
refers to the sons of Zadok, as those who had not 
gone astray. In Christendom God has preserved the 
sons of Levi, and you can inquire the mind of God at 
their lips. 

C.I. This involves a real knowledge of God in the 
soul, for the priest's lips should keep knowledge. 
The apostle says, " I f any one thinks himself to be a 
prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things 
that I write to you, that it is the Lord's command
ment ." The priest's lips should keep knowledge, as 
having a knowledge of God in the soul. 

H.F.N. Exactly ; and whenever a crisis arises in 
the history of God's people, or any difficulties spring 
up locally, we have to enquire for the law at his lips 
—"The law of t ru th was in his mouth," so tha t we 
really get the mind of God—the priest having en
quired the mind of God secretly. 

W.F. Proverbs says, Thou shalt understand the 
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fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. 
Would tha t link up with this scripture in Malachi ? 

H.F.N. I think it would. We would like in these 
days to get the positive gain of priesthood, to see 
the saints adorned with festival robes, and with the 
dignity suggested in the pure turban upon the head, 
and with the holy flesh in the skirts of their garments ; 
then that there should be priestly discernment 
amongst us, so tha t we might be able to enquire at 
their lips. The Lord constantly allows things to 
spring up amongst His people, for which there is no 
precedent ; but the priest is so acquainted with the 
mind of God tha t he is able to bring light to bear on 
the situation for the help of God's people. ' 

Sydney, 
May 2\st, 1938 
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