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JOSEPH. 
A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

Chapter I.

HATED AND HARASSED • 

J
OSEPH is one of the most perfect and beautiful

types of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Old Testa
ment, and I hope that we shall find our present 

task of tracing the various items of his remarkable 
life both interesting and profitable. 
. The first prominent mention of Joseph is in Gene
:sis 37. 2 ·where he conies on the scene at seventeen 
years of �ge. Here �e ha�e a_ picture of what God 
can do with a young life which 1s altogether devoted 
to Him. Following this laconic introduct1on we are 
told that Joseph was loved by his father, and hated 
by his brethren (Genesis 37. 3 and 4). As a token 
of his great love to Joseph, Jacob made him 

a coat of many colours. 

We shall presently see what b.ecame of that valuable 
garment. 
. Jt would appear that the more his father loved 
him, the more intensely his brethren hated him. In 
fact their minds were so embittered against their 
brother that they '' could not speak peaceaoly unt0 
him:'' 

Before proceeding ;further we cannot fail to notice 
here a two-fold presentation of the Lord Jesus: ( 1) 
Loved by His Father; (2) hated by His own people. 
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The words "the Father loveth the Son
,
, occur twice 

in the fourth gospel. In the first passage the ex
pression of that love was manifested by the Father 
giving all things into His hands 0 ohn 3. 3 5). In the 
second passage that love was manifested by the 
Father unfolding to Him all things that He Himself 
accomplished (John 5. 20). In both instances we
see the Lord Jesus as the dependent One, whilst at 
the same time we perceive in both statements the 
sublime truth of the words ''I AND MY FATHER 
ARE ONE." 

We must not, however, overlook the other side. 
"He came unto His own, and His own received Him 
not.'' And why did they not receive Him? Be
cause they hated Him. But why did they hate Him? 
For no reason whatever. His own words were 
"They hated ME WITHOUT A CAUSE"-such is 
the unreliability and deceitfulness of the human 
heart. But, as we contemplate the sad truth that 
their hatred ·was reasonless, let us remind ourselves 
that it was .for this very lack of cause that God loved 
us. Just as there was nothing in the Lord Jesus to 
justify that intense hatred on the part of His own 
people, so there ·was nothing in u.s to invite that in
tense love which God so freely bestowed upon us . 

The undeserved hatred manifested to Joseph by 
his brethren increased rather than decreased. ''They 
hated him.'' ''They hated him yet the more.'' 
"And they hated him yet the more." (Genesis 3 7.

�, 5 and 8). 

This crescendo of hatred was largely the outcome 
of 

two remarkable dreams 

which Joseph dreamed. The first of these inti
mated that they were all binding sheaves in the field, 
and his bro.thers' sheaves made obeisance to his 
sheaf. Now, it was not difficult for his brethren to 
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see the interpretation of tliat. The inference was 
patent. It meant that the time would come when, 
by the overruling hand of God, they ·would own his 
dominion over them. This they determined would 
never be, though, unfortunately for them, in their 
determination they had reckoned without God. 

The second dream 

was more exasperating than the first. He dreamed 
that the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed 
down before him. _The interpretation of this was as 
transparent as the first, though, of course, it in
;volved much more. It implied that not only his 
brethren, but also his father and his mother would, 
sooner or later, own his lordship over them. 

Jacob received this information with genuine sur
prise, though we read that ''He observed the say
ing"-one of the comparatively few wise things re
corded of Jacob in his zig-zag life. But Joseph's 
brethren received the news with a hatred which was 
by this.. time fanned to a white heat, and it was not 
long before that hatred to their brother developed 
into ENVY. (See Genesis 3 7. 1 I and Acts 7. 9). 

Envy is one of the most horrible things in the 
world. It is a poisonous fountain, from which have 
sprung some (!f t�e most awful crimes ';Vhic.h have 
been enacted 1n history. One short statement re
corded in Matthew 2 7. ·18 is sufficient to shew the 
appallingly disastrous effects of this terrible mon
ster-"He (Pilate) knew that for ENVY they had 
delivered Him. ' ' 

We shall have the el easing task in our next chap
ter of shewing how Joseph's dreams were literally 
fulfilled, but for the present let us content ourselves 
with that great and glorious event which is yet to 
take place, of which Joseph's dreams were but a 
fa int picture. 



6 JOSEPH-A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

God has given to His beloved Son a name which 
surpasses every other name, and the divine decree 
has gone forth that at the name of Jesus every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue shall confess that He is 
Lord to the glory of God the Father. Does it not 
rejoice our hearts to know that Christ shall be thus 
honoured by every creature in His creation? Not
withstanding the fact that He is now slighted and 
set at nought by so many, the time must arrive when 
"every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are upon the sea, 
and all that are in them" shall ascribe blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power unto Him who, for 
man's redemption, was allowed to be taken, and by 
wicked hands crucified and slain ! 

It was not long after Joseph had announced his 
dreams that 

his father sent him 

to ascertain how his brethren fared and here we 
see a delightful example of Joseph's cheerful obedi
ence in the words "Here am I" (Genesis 37. 13). 
How vividly this acquiescence reminds us of the 
words in Isaiah 6. 8, "Then said I, Here am I, send 
me." When there was no eye to pity us, and n0 
arm to save us, the Lord Jesus graciously undertook 
the tremendous task of our eternal salvation. In 
other words, when all else had failed, then said He, 
"Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God" (Hebrews 10.

7 and g). The debt of love and gratitude we owe to 
the Son of God for rescuing, for giving, and blessing 
us in this, way is immeasurable. 

Now let us see 
the sequel 

to Joseph's willingness in seeking his brethren's wel
fare. "And when they saw him afar off, even be
fore he came near unto them, they conspired against 
him to slay him." How pathetic! Here was 

.. 
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Joseph, with an absolutely pure motive, desiring and 
seeking their highest good, and here were his breth
ren, with a motive which was absolutely impure, de
siring and steking his death. 

In the parable of the vineyard (Luke 20), the three 
servants who were sent at different times to receive 
from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard,: 
were treated with disgraceful cruelty and "sent 
away empty.,, Then the lord of the vineyard de
cided to send his beloved son on the bare possibility 
that he might be received, respected, and rever
enced. What happened? When the husbandmen 
saw him they decided to kill him. From Bethlehem 
to Calvary the enemies of the Lord Jesus conspired 
against Him. On one occasion they attempted to 
cast Him do\vn headlong over the precipitous brow 
of a hill. At other times they took up stones to cast 
at Him, though on each occasion He easily escaped 
out of their hartds, for the simple reason that the 
time ·when He should die as the Saviour of sinners 
had not yet arrived. 

Joseph found his brethren 
in Dothan, and, not many days after, two events 
tcok place, the coptemplation of which fires one's 
soul with righteous indignation. He was first cast 
into a pit, after which he was sold as a slave for 
twenty pieces of silver. For convenience' sake we 
will reverse this order, considering the latter action 
first. 

It is difficult to realise the lengths to which the 
wickedness of the human heart will travel. Joseph 
is regarded by his brethren as a piece of lucrative 
merchandise, and the value they place upon him is 
twenty pieces of silver. As to how their brother 
·would be treated by the Midianitish merchantmen to
whom he was sold, this apparently did not enter
their minds. They cared not what became of him
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so long as they .could give effec_t to that venomous 
hatred which lay in the innermost recesses of their 
sin-stained hearts. 

As one reads the story of this cruel transaction, 
one's mind instinctively travels to another bargain 
which was completed many years after Joseph had 
passed hence. One of the most fateful days in the 
world's history was when Judas Iscariot went to the 
chief priests and said, "What will you give me, and 
I will deliver Him unto you?" STATE YOUR 
PRICE, and if it is satisfactory I will s·ee to it that 
very soon He will be in your hands. The angels 
must have trembled as they witnessed that most 
dreadful bargain, emanating as it did from the low
est depths of hell. 

The price fixed upon was thirty pieces of silver
equivalent to about £3 I 5s.-''and .from that time 
he sought opportunity to betray Him.'' This was 
the value (the price of a slave) which Judas Iscariot 
placed upon the Son of God. And not only so, but, 
in fulfilment of prophecy, it was the price at which 
the children of Israel valued Him. (see Matthew 
2 7. 9 )-Israel being represented by the chief priests 
with whom the bargain was made. 

"What think ye of Christ ?"-what value do ye 
place upon Him ?-is a question we might profitably 
put to our own hearts. Perhaps some of us only 
think of Him at meetings, or very occasionally when 
we happen to read about Him, instead of allowing 
Him to fill our soul's vision, and to control our every 
action. If only we were to give Him His right place 
in our lives, we should soon realise how impossible 
it is to think too highly of Him, or to place too great 
a value upon His glorious person. 

We must now come back to that most barbarous 
deed committed by Joseph's brethren when they 
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cruelly stript their brother of his coat of many col
ours, and heartlessly cast him into a pit which was 

EMPTY AND WATERLESS. 

If anything is needed to crown this horrible act it 
is supplied in the words which immediately follow:
" And they sat down to eat bread.

,, 
What incredible 

callousness! Joseph is left in the pit to die of star
vation and thirst, while his brethren satisfy their 
physical hunger close by. 

Here we have a graphic picture of the sufferings 
of the Lord Jesus when, forsaken by all, He became 
our substitute and surety. 

The pit was empty. Alone He bore the Cross
alone its grief sustained. He sank into deep mire 
where there was no standing. It was a process of 
continually sinking under the righteous judgment of 
God in all the perfection of His holiness, and intense 
hatred of sin. He looked for some to take-pity, but 
looked in vain. He looked for comforters, but there 
was none. Refuge failed Him; no man cared for 
His soul. In that dreadful hour His disciples for
scok Him and fled, whilst His enemies ridiculed and 
reviled. Like the scapegoat, who on the great day 
of atonement was taken away by the hand of a fit 
man into the wilderness, so the Lord Jesus entered 
that land of entire separation in order that "as far 
as the East is from the West" He might remove our 
transgressions from us. 

What a mercy it is that God has given us a living 
interest in all this; and as we recall the indescribable 
sufferings of Calvary, surely our hearts are bowed 
with a sense of deep humiliation and gratitude for 
that mighty love, the high-water mark of which we 
s.ee at the cross.
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Th�n the pit was waterless. One of the last state
ments the Lord Jesus uttered on the cross was "I 
thirst." That tongue which had spoken so many 
wonderful and beautiful words, clave to His jaws in 
death. That cup, which was filled to the brim with 
divine indignation and wrath against sin, He emp
tied completely. The outrages, insults, and cruel
ties He received from His creatures were as nothing 
compared with the judgment He received from the 
hands of a thrice-holy and inflexibly righteous God. 
Not one of us shall ever be able to fathom the depths 
of that piercing cry which rang out into the darkness 
and stillness of the atmosphere: "My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me?'' 

No one pitied Him-but He· pitied us. Refuge 
failed Him, but He provided a refuge f.or us. No 
man cared for His soul-but He cared for ours, and 
each one of us might well apply the searching ques
tion to himself, HOW MUCH QWEST THOU UNTO 
MY LORD? 

COVERING UP THEIR SIN. 

Having disposed of their brother, first by casting 
him into the pit, and secondly by making merchan
dise of him, the question arose as to what explana
tion Joseph's brethren could give t6 their father. It 
is a sad fact that, in many instances, when a wicked 
deed is perpetrated, another •wicked act is com
mitted to cover it. Thus it was with Joseph's breth
ren. To cover their guilt, their evil minds resorted 
to an artifice which was altogether despicable. They 
killed a goat, dipped their brother's coat in its blood, 
and sent it back to Jacob as an evidence that Joseph 
had been torn to pieces by some wild beast. ''God 
hath made man upright, but they sought out many 
inventions,'' the majority of which have been any
thing but upright. 
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Here we see another pre-figuring of the Lord 
Jesus. "Now the coat was without seam; woven 
from the top throughout'' (John 19. 23)-a beautiful 
picture of His beautiful life. Not a single irregu
larity was to be seen in Him. That life was indeed 
"without seam," perfectly woven from first to last. 
There ·was never a moment when the ''fine flour,' of 
a perfectly even life was not in evidence. Solomon's 
words in Proverbs I 7. 8: "A gift is a precious stone 
in the eyes of him that hath it; whithersoever it turn
eth it prospereth,'' exactly express the value of that 
life which was so unlike all other lives. Looked at 
from any angle; considered from any standpoint; 
nothing but absolute perfection is discernible. At 
the close of that stainless life He offered Himself 
without spot to Goc;l in order that, in a wonderful 
way, we might oecome united to Him, and hence
forth seek to reproduce that life in our daily experi
ence. 

After the Ishmeelites had purcliased Joseph at 
such a small figure, they sold him (probably at a 
profit) to 

Potiphar, 

an official of high standing under Pharaoh. For 
some time Joseph stayed in the house of his Egyp
tian master, and during this period the Lord bl�ssed 
Potiphar and all that he had, not for his own sake, 
but "for Joseph's saKe." 1\1:oreover, his master 
was content to leave all that he had in Joseph's hand, 
knowing full well that, under his control, every thing 
was safe. 

How important it is to remember that God has 
blessed us beyond measure, not for our sake, but for 
Christ's sake, and if only we were to place ourselves 
and all that we have into His hands, how different 
things would be-what channels of blessing we 
should become both to those who belong to Christ, 
as well as to those who know Him not ! 
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Proceeding a step further, we find -

Joseph placed in prison 

"where the king's prisoners ·were bound." This 
was through no fault of his own, but rather because 
of his unswerving loyalty to God, according to his 
own memorable words ih Genesis 40. I 5. "For I

was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews, and 
here also have I done nothing that they should put 
me into the dungeon." Two of these king's prison
ers were Pharaoh'·s butler and baker, in whose com
pany Joseph spent the first portion of his prisop. life. 

TWO MORE DREAMS. 

Each of these men had a dream, which, as so fre
quently happened in Old Testament times, foretold 
their future. Both dreams became true according 
to Joseph's interpretation. The butler was restored 
to his butlership, and the baker was released from 
prison only to suffer a worse fate. It is exceedingly 
interesting to trace the various_ places in Scripture 
where two men are mentioned in absolute contrast as 
to life, character, and destiny. Thus we have Cain 
and Abel; Esau and Jacob; Ishmael and Isaac; the 
pharisee and the publican; the prodigal and his 
brother; the two malefactors-the last named being 
clearly represented by the butler and the baker, and 
to this analogy we should do well to make more dir
ect reference. 

We read that the Lord Jesus was "numbered with 
the transgressors.'' This was when He occupied 
the centre cross, between two thieves, one on either 
side. Whilst the people were beholding with a stolid 
indifference, and the rulers were deriding, and the 
s·oldiers yyere mocking, a conversation took place be
tween the two malefactors which is as interesting as 
it is instructive. 
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One of them joins in the execrations of the unruly 
mob by saying·, "If Thou be Christ, sc;1.ve Thyself, 
and us.'' Far from manifesting any sign of repen
tance toward God, or confidence in the Sinless Suf
ferer suspended by his side, he repeats the contemp
tuous reproach of the rulers who had, only a short 
while J:>efore, said "He saved others; let Him save 
Himself, if He be Christ, the chosen of God.'' The 
other thief at once takes up the opposite position,· 
and expresses the great contrast between themselves 
as guilty ones deserving punishment, and the sinless 
Son of God. 

One of the greatest tributes to the spotless char
acter of Christ is found in the words of this repentant 
malefactor: "This man hath done nothing amiss." 
In these fateful moments he thus towers above every
body, the disciples included, in his clear-cut testi
mony to the Saviour of sinners-a-testimony which 
is still fragrant, and one which will not be forgotten 
at the Judgment �eat of Christ. And not only did 
this dear man thus declare Christrs innocence, but 
he followed it up by manifesting a delightful con
fidence in Him as. Saviour and Lord. 

Humanly speaking· there was nothing to betoken 
kingship or royalty of any description in Him who 
was then wearing a crown twisted with thorns, and 
whose hands and feet were fastened by the hard
hearted Roman soldiers to the cross. And yet the 
dying thief saw iIJ. the distance that glorious king
dom in which the Lord of glory woµld reign, and 
earnestly desired to be remembered by Him at that 
time. 

The answer was, greater than the request. That 
very day the repentant sinner would be with his 
Saviour-transferred from the cross to the glory
never more to b_e separated. Truly "where sin 
abounded, grace,did superabound.'' 
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Thus we see how Joseph, 

HATED AND HARASSED, 
·wonderfully portrays the Lord Jesus in His suffer
ings, rejection, and vicarious sacrifice.

One more touch remains to be ofiserved before we 
close our first chapter, namely, the familiar words of 
Joseph to the butler, 

"But think on m.e 

when it shall be well with thee and shew kindness I 
pray thee unto me, and make mention of me to
Pharaoh.'' 

In like manner He who remembered us on the cross 
of shame, now desires us to be mind£ ul of Him. He 
who has shewn such unparalleled kindness to us, 
now asks us to shew kindness to Him by making 
mention of Him as opportunity affords. 

Unfortunately the butler was so occupied with his 
own restoration that, instead of remembering 
Joseph, he "forgat him." Is it possible that we are 
so thoroughly occupied with ourselves, our circum
stances, and our activities, that we think more of 
these than we think of Him to Whom we owe all we 
have and are ! 



JOSEPH. 
A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

CHAPTER II. 

EXALTED AND ESTEEMED. 

G
OD'S time had now arrived for Joseph to be

brought out of prison, and to be exalted in 
Egypt. We sa\V in chapter I. that he was 

hated by his brethren mainly because of his two 
dreams, and jt is by no means an insignificant fact 
that his exaltation became possible because of 
two other dreams which were dreamed, not by him
self, but by Pharoah. When it was found that the 
magicians and ~wise men of Egypt were unable to 
throw any light on the king's dreams, the butler at 
last remembered Joseph, who was accordingly re
leased from �the dungeon in order to interpret them. 

_ It is important to notice that when Pharoah eulo
gised Joseph as being the only man in the kingdom 
·who could interpret dreams, Joseph, with his ac
customed h·,mility, said, "It is not in me: God shall
give Pharoah an answer of peace" (Genesis 41. 16).
This was precisely the same attitude which Daniel
adopted when he was asked to interpret N ebuchad
nezzar' s dream. He said, "There is a God in
heaven that revealeth secrets.,

, 
That was equiva

lent to saying, ''It is not in me.'' How important
it is to remember that we are utterly incompetent of
ourselves to do anything for God.
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Now let us examine these two dreams of Pharoah's 
and endeavour to ascertain their spiritual applica
tion. ln the first dream the king saw seven kine, 
healthy, and well favoured to a degree; after which 
he beheld seven others, unhealthy and ill-favoured, 
such as he had never seen in all the land of Egypt 
for badness. The second dream was similar in sub
stanc�, the only distinction being that seven ears of 
corn took the place of the seven kine. 

The first half 1:::>f each dream implied seven years of
plenty-so plenteous that there would be more than 
sufficient corn for everybody-and following that 
period there would be seven years of famine, so 
grievous that the former period of plentitude would 
be altogether forgott�n. 

Various spiritual interpretations have been ven
tured relative to these two notable dreams, but I am 
bold to suggest that the seven years of plenty fore
told this period of GRACE; a period in which God has 
manifested His bountiful provision for all mankind 
in the gift of His Son, with Whom is given all else, 
whilst the seven year� �f famine would probably re
fer to the period of appalling spiritual calamity 
which will follow this dispensation, when men will 
actually seek death and be unable to find it. 

Joseph advised-Pharoah to appoint a man of wis
dom who ·would gather together the- corn during the 
time of plenty in order to provide against the period 
of famine. This piece of sound advice appealed to 
Pharo ah, who forthwith decided to appoint Joseph 
to that very office, saying "Can we find such an one 
as this is. a man in whom the-·Spirit of God is? ... 
there is none so discreet and wise as thou art" 
_(Genesis 41. 38 and 39). 

Here we perceive a very. beautiful picture of the 
Lord Jesus, in Whom are centred all the treasures 
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of wisdom and knowledge. No mortal can with Him 
compare, among the sons of men. He is the em
bodiment of divine wisdom-THERE IS NONE SO 
DISCREET AND WISE AS HE. 

Joseph is set over all the land of Egypt, arrayed in
fine linen, encircled with a chain of gold about his 
neck, made to ride in the second chariot, and be
comes the object of the people's adoration as they 
cry ''Bow the knee.'' How wonderfully God wor�s ! 
Who would have thought that Joseph coulg be so 
rapidly transferred from the prison to the rulership 
of all Egypt? Does not this convey the wisdom and 
safety of placing all our affairs into His hands Who 
fashioned and upholds the. universe? If only we 
could cultivate the habit of acknowledging Him in all 
our ways, we should find how willing He is to direct 
our paths, and thus by the very shaping of our cir
cumstances we should be enabled the more clearly 
to know His will. This was true of Joseph in every 
respect. God directed his ways an.cl honoured him 
so signally, that when the people came into Egypt 
and cried unto Pharoah for bread he actually said 
unto them "Go unto Joseph; what he saith to you 
do.'' 

Concerning the Lord Jesus we read ''When Thou 
(Jehovah) shalt make His soul an offering for sin, 
He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, 
and the pl'easure 1:)f the Lord shall prosper in His 
hand'' (Isaiah 5 3 . Io). How grand is this ! He 
who poured out His soul unto death at Calvary now 
LIVES FOR EVERMORE, and because I-Ie lives, we 
shall live also. God has granted Him the highest 
place in heavenly glory, and in that exalted and dig
nified position He is now fulfilling Jehovah's pleas
ure. In Him all the fulness of the Go.dhead dwells 
bodily. He is the one and only true source of joy; 
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and satisfaction. All our blessings come from God 
through Him, and all our gratitude for those bless
ings flows back to God tl1rough Him. 

It is also necessary for us to remember the words 
of Mary to the servants at the marriage feast at 
Cana: "Whatsoever He saith unto you do it" (John 
S!. 5). His commandments are not grievqus, and 
surely the ve�_ least we _can do is. to render cheerful 
obedience to Him Who rightly claims to be our ·Lord 
and Master. 

It will now be necessary for us to notice -a number 
of ineidents in the life of Joseph more or less rapidly 
because of the limited space at our disposal. 

When Jacob heard that there was corn. in Egypt J

and plenty of -it, he sent his ten sons do'wn thither 
to purchase supplies, though he was careful to re
tain Benjamin, for he said ''�est peradventure mis
chief befall him.'' 

When Joseph's brethren arrived in the land of 
Egypt, what was the very first thing they did? 
;'['HEY BOWED DOWN TI-IEMSEL VES BEFORE 
HIM TO THE EARTH, though, of course, thex were 
quite unconscious of the fact that they were thus 
literally fulfilling their brother's two dreams. 

In like manner the divine decree concerning the 
Lord Jesus Christ will be executed to the very letter. 
,The time m:ust arrive when every knee shall bow to 
Him, and when every tongue shall confess that He 
is Lord to the glory of God the Father. Thrice 
happy are they who have al,ready acknowledged His 
authority over them, and who delight to confess His 
blessed and holy name. 

When Joseph saw his brethr�n he longed to make 
himself known to them ,. but instead of revealing 
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himself at once he actually made himself strange 
unto them, spake roughly unto them, and practically 
accused them of being spies. But all this ·was IN
TENTIONALLY SUPERFICIAL. Behind that 
see-1ning roughness there was a heart overflowing 
with love, a manifestation of \.vhich is recorded in the 
same. chapter: '' And he turned himself about from 
them, and wept" (Genesis 42. 24). 

All this reminds us of our Lord's attitude to those 
two disappointed, perplexed, sad-at-heart disciple� 
•on the way to Emmaus. Did He make Himself 
strange unto them? Did He speak roughly unto 
them? Listen to His words: "O, fools, and slow of 
heart to believe all that t4e prophets have spoken.', 
There appeared to be an element of strangeness and 
roughness in this much needed and well deserved 
rebuke. But it was only apparently so. Behind 
that seeming severity there was a heart filled to 
overflowing with tenderest "love and compassion. 

We now arrive at a passage which is full of pathos 
and sugg_estive teaching: '' And Joseph knew his

brethren, but they knew him not" (Genesis 42. 8). 
Joseph \vas the very last person they expected to 
see. Indeed, they had long concluded that he was 
dead (See verse 1 3). 

·Whilst that devoted wonian, Mary Magdalene.,,
stood without at the sepulchre weeping, an event 
took place which completely transformed her life. 
Having answered the angels' question "Why weep
:est thou?'' she turned round and saw someone stand
ing close by, whom she concluded was the gardener. 
But it was the Lord Himself who tenderly enquired 
why she wept, and whom she sought. He knew het·, 
but she l<new- Him not, though happily her inability 
to recognise Him was of short duration. When He 
said to her "Mary," she recognised the voice, and 
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responded ''Rabboni-Master. '' What a transfor
mation! Mary was a new woman; the heavy load 
she had borne for three days was lifted; her heart 
jumped for joy as she stood face to face with her 
beloved Lord. 

We have already made reference to the two dis
ciples walking from Jerusalem to Em1naus, but we 
must now allude to them again. When the Lord 
Jesus joined them and walked by their side, they 
thought He was a stranger in that part of the world. 
No wonder they were sad and disappointed. Un
belief having obscured Him from their vision, they 
were occupied with the tragic events of• the past 
three days which they viewed in such a sorrowful 
light that by this time they were thJroughly dejected 
This most touching incident, recorded in Luke 24, 
shews us clearly that THE LORD KNEW THEM, 
BUT THEY KNEW HIM NOT, though happily it was 
not Jong before those two disciples were able to re
cognise Him, when their sadness gave place to glad
ness; their disappointment was changed to full 
assurance, and their perplexity to a living hope. 

� 

Again, when the risen Lord passed through the 
closed doors on that ever-memorable first day of the 
week, and presented Himself to His faint-hearted 
disciples in the upper room, they were so little ex
pecting Him that when He stood in their midst they 
were terror-sricken, and came to the extraordinary 
conclusion that they had seen a spirit. Yes, HE 
KNEW THEM, BUT THEY KNEW HIM NOT, 
though happily, in their case also, it was not long 
before He revealed Himself to them, and calmed 
their storm-tossed hearts by _ shewing them His 
hands, His feet, and His sitj.e-the ever distinguish
ing marks of Calvary. 

We can easily imagine how Joseph was longing to 
see his youngest brother Benjamin. He, therefore, 
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told his brethren to return to Canaan, and to come 
back to him with Benjamin. At the same time he 
orde-red his steward to fill their sacks with corn, and 
to restore every man's money, and also to give them 
provision for the journey. 

This restoration of the money in the men's sacks 
reminds us ·.)f the most encouraging truth that what
ever we cheerfully give to the Lord, He repays with 
untold interest in spiritual blessing. "There is that 
scattereth, and yet increaseth" is a law from which 
God· has never deviated. The more liberal1y and 
willingly w.e give to Him by way of money, time

,. 
and 

seryice in resp.)nse to the ocean-fulness of His love, 
the greater will be that ''increa·se of blessing'' which 
He is waiting and longing to bestow. 

Joseph's brethren had a strange story to tell their 
if ather. They carefully rehearsed how the lord of 
the 1and spake r.)ughly unto them; took them for 
spies; and told them plainly never to return to Egypt 
again w-ithout th½ir youngest brother.(, At first 
J c;tcob positively refused to part with Benjamin, hut 
aft�r a while, when he saw that such a cour;.;e was 
absolutely imperative for their physical sustenance, 
he relented, and told his sons to return with Ben
jamin, and t.) carry with them a present to the man 
in authority, and double money, as well as the rr:0ney 
wqich was returned in the sacks, adding the signifi
cant words ''Peradventure it was an oversight.'' 
But it was no oversight, but just a part of Joseph's 
unique programme. 

We have been blessed with every spiritual bless
ing in Christ. God has made every provision for 
us whilst we are "homeward bound." Was it all
an oversight? No indeed, it was only a part of His 
wonderful and gracious programme for us. 
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When Joseph's brethren arrived in Egypt the sec-
·�nd time ( accompanied on this occasion by Ben
jamin), Joseph issued orders that they should dine
with him at noon. This unexpected concession was
at first entirely misinterpreted by his brethren, who
th.lught that it was ·because of the money which was
found in their sacks, a'nd that, consequently, occa
sion w�uld be sought against them to take them for
bondsmen. H·owever, the event did not turn out as
�isastrously as they anticipated, and when Joseph
came home at noon, his brethren presented them
selves before him, and, for the second time, "bowed
themselves to l_!im to the earth.'' Joseph .very sym
pathetically enquired after their own, and their
father's, welfare. They answered that their father
was alive and in good hea.l:th, and, for the third. time,
"they bowed down their heads and made obeis
ance."

When Joseph saw his brother B�aja1nin he was 
well nigh overeome. With restrained emotion he 
said, ''Is this your younger brother, of whom ye 
spake unto me?'' whilst his- voice must have quiv
ered ·when he further exclaimed ''God be gracious 
unto thee, my son." In fact, so great' was the 
phy$ical and nervous strain that Joseph retreated to 
his chamber in order to weep. 

As they sat t\Jgether at dinner we can easily in1ag
ine how the men marvelled one at another, wonder
ing what it all meant, and what the outcome wo.uld 
be. 

How forcibly this reminds us of the grace and-con
sidera tion shewn by the Lord Jesus ·when, in resur
rection, He said to His disciples "Com� and dine." 
It was He Who had prepared that meal on the sh0re 
of the sea of Tiberias .. and He it was Who handed the 
bread and the fish to His loved ones '.Jn that memor
able morning, just as on, a previous occasion He 'had 
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handed t·:> them the loaves and the fishes that 
through them others might be fed and satisfied. 

Joseph's invitation t\J his brethren to dine with 
him at noon als1:> reminds us of the solemn yet en
couraging invitation to the individual members of 
the Laodicean Church. ''If any man hear My voice 
and 10pen the door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him1 and_ he with Me'' (Rev 3. 20). These 
words are particularly applicable to these days when 
the love of many is waxing cold and the professing 
church is occupied with so many things which are 
altogether contrary to the .will of God. The- Lord-
Jesus longs to take full possession of us, and if we 
are willing to let Him have the pre-eminence in our 
lives, we shall know increasingly the j,Jy of feasting 
with Him and He with us. 

This leadi us to the special favour besto"wed on 
Benjamin, whose portion ,vas FIVE TIMES AS 
MUCH AS ANY OF THE OTHERS. }.:>seph loved 
all his brethren, but Benjamin, the youngest was 
particularly favoured not only on the occasion of the 
abJve-mentioned feast, but also when the silver cup 
was designedly. placed in the mouth of his sack, and 
subsequently when Jacob's sons returned to Canaan 
for the last time, when to all of them }Jseph gave 
changes of raiment. but to Benjamin was granted 
three hundred pieces of ·silver, and five changes of 
raJment. 

The Lord Jesus l1Jves ALL I-Iis own with a love 
surpassing all understanding. He has no favour
ites, though a certain number are favoured ones, 
just as a mother may love all her children, and yet 
especially delight in the m·)re willing and obedient 
n1ei::nbers of her family. 

This was so in respect of the disciples. The Lord 
loved all of them, and yet one was particularly fav
oured, the Apostle John who is mentioned no less 
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than five times as '' the disciple whom Jesus loved,'' 
and who en joyed the place of nearness to Him at 
the institution .)f the Lord's supper. And why was 
John thus favoured? Simply because he appre
ciated and responded to the love of his Lord in a 
greater measure than did the others. 

Comparatively few believers enjoy Benjamin's 
portion, simply because the greater number fail to 
grasp the tremendousness of that love which ·ought 
to captivate their hearts, and compel them to be
come infatuated with the divine Lover Himself. 

We now arrive at the opening verses of Genesis 44 
which are both suggestive and instructive. Joseph 
said to his steward (I) ''Fill the men's sacks with 
food, as much as they can carry" (2) "and put every 
man's m.)ney in his sack's mouth"; (3) "And put 
my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the 
youngest, and his corn money.'' 

( 1). God has blessed us beyond our deserts. 
Every spiritual blessing is ·ours-not one has been 
withheld. The very storehouse of heaven has been 
placed at our disposal. In Romans 1 5. 1 3 occurs 
the beautiful statement "Now the G.)d of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing." We all 
long to be really happy, and we all desire to en joy 
that inward peace which is so gl.)riously independent 
ot outward circumstances, and God has granted us 
AS MUCH JOY AND PEACE AS WE CAN CARRY. 

There is a further quality we need both to serve 
the Lord effectively, and t') live for Him wholly, and 
that quality is GRACE. God is so wonderfully lib
eral that He has placed an inexhaustible supply of 
grace within the grasp of each one of us, AS MUCH 
GRACE AS WE CAN CARRY, acc)rding to t,he 
words in John 1. 16 "And of His fulness have all we 
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received, and grace corresponding to grace." And 
thus it is with every conceivable blessing of which 
we are the happy recipients. 

The pity ')f it all is that our capacity is so meagre. 
How little some of us enjoy the things of God! We 
often seem to be s\:> occupied with our own interests, 
and with the things of this life, that we leave scarce
ly any room for those higher things which are so 
vitally connected with our spiritual welfare. In 
the light of the judgment seat of Christ; in the light 
of the coming glory; and in the light of the victory 
of Calvary, we need to allow more room in our lives 
for the contemplation and consequent enjoyment 
of these divine realities which are fathomless in their 
depth, and eternal in their duration. 

( 2). The m·:>ney was returned in the men's 
sacks. This is a confirmation of whcJ.t we have al
ready noticed in these pages, namely, the certainty 
of receiving back in divine blessing whatever we give 
to the Lord when those gifts are the ·Jut come of our 
realisation of His love to us, and prompted by Him
self. 

(3). The silver cup which was f-Jund in Ben
jamio' s sack was one upon which Joseph placed 
more than ordinary value. It was one of the most 
valuable ·Jf his treasures. This cup was placed in 
Benjamin's sack intentionally, the intention being 
that Benjamin should become Joseph's bond-ser
vant (Genesis 44. 10 and 17). 

Silver in Scripture is almost invariably connected 
with REDEMPTION, and the entire incident reminds 
us •of one of the most searching passages in the 
Pauline epistles, namely, I Corinthians 6. 19 and 20,

''What? know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit, which is in you; which ye have ·of 
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G·od, and ye are not your own? FOR YE ARE 
BOU·GHT WITH A PRICE.'' This is 1.:>ne of those 
cutting statements which force their way into the 
recesses of our innermost beings,_ and leave us ab
solutely bare in the presence of God. We have been 
redeemed at the cost of blood most precious-.there
fore we no longer belong to ourselves, but to Him 
Who thus redeemed us. We are His represencatives, 
His ambassadJrs, HIS BOND SLAVES. The silver 
cup is found in our possess.ion, and our privilege is 
now to glorify Him WhJ has so wondrously called Ui

from nature's darkness into His marvellous light. 

Thus we see Joseph EXALTED AND ESTEEMED 
in the eyes of his brethren, notwithstanding their 
appalling cruelty to him as related in the first part of 
this brief histoncal sketch. 



J SEPHo 
A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

CHAPTER III. 

REVEALED AND REVERED. 

T
HE closing verses of Genesis, chapter 44, re

cord a -most pathetic pleading on the oart of 
Judah concerning Benjamin. Twice Ain this 

memorable address Joseph is assumed to be dead 
(v.v. 20 and 28). This fact is particularly inter
esting in view of the never-to-be-forgotten revela
tion of himself which Joseph was about to make to 
his brethren. 

It ought not to be difficult for us to imagine how 
Joseph's soul was stirred to its depths as he heard 
passage after passage relative to the grief of his 
aged .father when he (Jacob) so reluctantly relin
quished Benjamin (v. 29), and the serious state of 
things which would inevitably transpire if his sons 
returned to Canaan without the lad (see v. v . ., 1
and 34). 

This brings us to the commencement of one of the 
most extraordinary chapters in the Bible (Gen. 45), 
which is so wonderfully worded that as one reads 
the chapter carefully and thoughtfully, the entire 
scene is re-enacted before one's mind. 

The opening sentence ha·s a peculiar interest:
' 'Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all 
them that stood by him." These words imply that 
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for a long tjme Joseph had b�en anxious to divulge 
his identity, though he understood perfectly that all 
which had previously happened was- but a necessary 
preliminary to this great event which might aptly 
be termed a "climax" in his eventful life. 

The closing words of the verse are as interesting 
as the opening sentence: "And there stood no man 
with him while Joseph made himself known unto his 
brethren.·'' In other words, it was a private revel a■ 

ti·on� Every Egyptian, everybody unrelated to 
Joseph, was outside. NO MAN ST0-0D WITH 
HIM. No wonder he wept aloud. It was ·indeed a 
critical period. Not a sound could be heard apart 
from the sobs of Joseph. His brethren were in a 
state of agitated suspenseJ ·wondering what it all 
mea:nt. 

At last the silence was broken. · Joseph was the 
first to speak, and his opening words were, "I AM 
JOSEPH.'' This startling statement took his 
brethren altogether by surprise.. They were com
pletely nonplussed, and quite u_nable to answer him 
-''they were troubled at his presence.'> 

When Saul of Tar·sus, the persecutor, the blas
phemer, the great hater of the early Christians, was 
nigh to the city of Damascus, he was suddenly ar
rested by divine interposition, and as he lay on the 
ground, helpless and astonished, he heard the words 
from heaven "I AM JESUS." It was a wonderful 
revelation-a .revelation which completely revolu
tionised his life and conduct. 

When the Lord Jesus revealed Himself to Mary 
Magdalene (John 20), it was a private revelation. 
The world \vas outside; not a sin_g-le str.anger was 
present. There stood no man with Him 111Jhile He 
made Himself known unto that lonely soul, whose 
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love to Him was so real that she would fain have 
kept Him down here indefinitely., 

Again, when He revealed Himself to the two dis
consolate disciples "as they walked, and went into 
the country," that revelation was quite personal and 
private. As they drew nigh unto the village whither 
they \vent, I-le made as though He would have gone 
further, but, happily, they constrained Him to abide 
with them. As they partook of the evening meal 
together, sud9enly their eyes were opened, and they 
knew Him. But no stranger was present. Shut in 
with the Lord Himself, secluded from the outside 
world, there stood no man with Him as He made 
Himself known unto Cleopas and his feUow-disciple. 

Yet once more, when the Lord revealed Himself to 
the eleven ''as they sat at meat'' in that historical 
upper room, when He so graciously uttered the 
\Vords "Peace be unto you," and gladdened their 
sorrowing hearts, no stranger was there-only His 
loved ones were present-there stood no man with 
Him while He made Himself known unto those unbe■

lieving disciples. 

My reader may wonder why the last sentence has 
been emphasised so persistently. The reason is 
because of its unique im__portance in its present ap
plication to ourselves. Just as the Lord made Him
self known to those early discipl'es, so He desires to 
reveal Himself in an increasing measure to us. This 
is, however, an individual matter, and is dependent 
upon our implicit obedience to His will (see John 
I 4. 2 I). There was a time in our life when it 
pleased God to rev�.al His Son in us, and the Lord 
Jesus is still willing and waiting to man if est Himself 
to us increasingly as He does not and cannot unto 
the world (John I 4. 22). 
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To return to Joseph. As his brethren stood in 
his. presence, con£ used and terrified, Joseph said 
unto them "Come near unto me, I pray you." What 
astounding grace! They had made merchandise of 
him by selling him for a slave, and now, instead of 
manifesting any ill-will, he insists that they shall 
come close to him in order to prove the reality of his 
·welcome, and the greatness of his love.

Surely this was one of the greatest desires the 
Lord Jesus had when He brought us to Himself. He 
wanted us to be near unto Him, as. the Apostle puts 
it so beautifully in that wonderful chapter of con
trasts, Ephesians 2:-"But now in Christ Jesus ye 
who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ

,
, (v. 13). 

When Joseph's brethren accepted the invitation 
and came near unto him , they heard for the second 
time the words ''I AM JOSEPH,'' though on this 
occasion certain words of signifi.cance were added: 
''I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt.'' This was the only reference Joseph made 
to the past, and this was· merely for the purpose of 
identification. So far as Joseph was concerned the 
past was forgiven, freely and willingly, and he ac
tually followed up that statement by telling them 
not to be angry with themselves that they had sold 
him thus, because God's gracious hand had been 
directing and overruling everything for their per
manent blessing. 

When we first trusted jn the Lord Jesus as Saviour, 
what was said regarding our past? Nothing. It 
\¾aS all forgiven and forgotten. When the prodigal 
son returned from his wanderings in the far country t 

not a word was said as to his previous behaviour. 
The moment he confessed his sinfulness and unwor-
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thiness, he \Vas forgiven. So with ourselves. We 
were received with opened arms by the very One 
against \Vhom we had so grievously sinned; the 
,vhole of our. previous. life was banished from . Hie 
rnemory; and we were constituted a NEW CREA
TION in Christ Jesus. 

Not only did J o�eph enjoin his brethren not to be 
grieved because they had sold him, but he also con
veyed to them the remarkable information that God 
had sent him before them to preserve life. In other 
words, their re-jeotion of Joseph .meant their, salva
tion. 

One great reason why the Lord came from heaven 
was that we might have LIFE, and that we might 
have it more abundantly (John 16. 10). All be
lievers have life through faith in Him, but not all be
lievers have life miore abundantly. It is possible for 
us to evidence this more abundant life. If we ·are 
seeking those things whic� are above; if w� know 
the power of His resurrection in our daily experience; 
if our lives are radiating that tenderness, gentleness, 
lowliness, and forgiveness which were seen so per-· 
fectly in Him; if we are Christ-centred rather than 
self-centred-all these spiritual activities are evi
dences that ·we possess that more abundant life 
which He came to impart. 

The fact that Joseph was "sent before" his 
brethren is mentioned again in verse 7, only this 
latter passage states a further reason, viz., to save 
their llves by a great deliverance. And what an 
extraordinary deliverance it was ! The famine had 
already been in the land two years, and there were 
still five, long trying years to go. Yet, notwith
standing the .dreadful ·conditions which �xisted dur-
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ing that terrible period, Joseph, s �ethren were 
marvellously preserved through the instrumentality 
of their once despised, but now exalted brother. 

But ours has been a more extraordinary deliver
ance still. No emancipation has e�er excf:eded in 
greatness or grandeur that wherewith Christ hath 
set us free. He has rescued us from an eternity of 
despair; He has delivered us from our sins; from 
ourse.lves, from our enemies, from the powers of 
darkness; from this present evil age; and, I trust, 
from m1odernism and the various fanciful religious 
extravagances which beset us on every hand. 

Joseph then commissioned his brethren to return 
to their father with this amazing message:-' 'Thus 
saith thy son Joseph. God hath made me lord over 
ali Egypt: come do·wn unto me, tarry not. '' This 
was followed by the promise that his brethren and 
their father should .dwell in the land of Goshen 
(where there would be ample pasture for their 
flecks) in order that they might be near unto him., 
and that there he would nourish them, lest they 
should come to poverty. Then can1e a repetition of 
the message to their father Jacob concerning his 
exalted position in Egypt:-"And ye shall tell my 
father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye 
have seen.'' 

We have already noticed that one of the first sen
tences Joseph uttered in the presence of his breth
ren was "Come near unto me." He now selects 
Goshen as their future home because he desired that 
that nearness to himself might be continued. 

In like manner the Lord Jesus desires us to be in 
constant touch with Himself-to be ''near unto 
Him" every day and all the day. So shall we re
flect 1-Iis likeness in our very countenance, just as 
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Moses reflected the glory of God when He came 
forth from the divine presence. 

But let us observe very particularly how careful 
Joseph was to enjoin his brethren to tell their father 
everything about HIMSELF-all that their own eyes 
had witnessed-his exaltation, his glory, his author
ity, and his honour. They were not to speak of 
themselves-they were to speak of Joseph. He 
was to be the sum and substance of their conversa
tion. 

It is quite clear that we can, and should, unbur
den our desires before God, and plead for those 
things of which we have need. It 1s also true that 
we can, and should, express our thankfulness for all 
that He does for us and gives to us. But what can 
we say to Him concerning ourselves, i.e., our 
faithfulness, or goodness, or consistency of life? 
NOTHING. On the other hand, what can we say 
to Him concerning Christ, i.e., His faithfulness, 
His goodness, and His urchangeableness? EVERY
THING. There is nothing that rejoices God's 
heart more than when we, His redeemed ones, re
mind Him of the glories and worthiness of His be
loved Son, and express our thanks accordingly. 
This is real worship, reminding us, as it does, of 
Paul's spontaneous outburst of praise when He said 
"Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift" (2 
Cor. 9. 15). 

By this time Joseph's emotions had reached high
water mark. He fell on Benjamin's neck, and 
kissed him, while Benjamin fell on his neck and re
ciprocated that love which meant infinitely more 
than won.ls could express. Thus we see Joseph and 
hi.; youngest brother locked in the embrace of real 
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and abiding brotherly affection. Following this we 
read that Joseph kissed all his brethren, and wept" 
upon them, "'and after that his brethren talked with 
him." 

At last the time arrived for the return journey to 
Canaan, and what a journey it was! Joseph's 
&rethren ·were simply laden with provisions for the 
way, whi_lst for Jacob were sent ten asses packed 
with the good things of Egypt, and ten others 
loaded with corn, besides bread and meat, and all 
this in the midst of a period of grievous famine. 

But there was something which these men took 
back to Canaan which was infinitely more important 
than the provisions, viz. , the news concerning 
Joseph. Their first words to Jacob were: "JOSEPH 
IS YET ALIVE, AND IS GOVERNOR OVER ALL 
THE LAND OF EGYPT." Little wonder that the 
old man was on the point of collapse. The message 
seemed too good to be true. But when he sa·w the 
·wagons piled up with the good things of Egypt, his
spirit revived, and he said, "It is enough: Joseph my
son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die.''

vVhat a tremendous inspiration this wonder£ ul 
picture brings to us. When things go wrong fron1 
a human point of view; when we are stricken cio\vn 
with sickness; when we pass through a time of r.,e

reavement; when we are sorely tempted; ·when we 
are right down in the valley as far as we can get; 
when we think that everything is contrary to us, let 
us remember that JESUS IS YET ALIVE; AND IS 
GOVERNOR. All authority has been granted unto 
Him in heaven and on earth, and He has pledged 
Himself to ·be with us every day, every hour, eveiy 
second. 
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By this time the famine in and around 
Egypt had reached an acuteness which can best he 
understood by the following- graphic description:--
'' And there was no bread in all the land, for the 
famine was very sore, so that the land of Egypt, 
and all the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the 
famine." ,Consequently the people came to Joseph 
with all the money they possessed to buy bread, so 
that all the money in the land found its way into the 
hands of Joseph. But those supplies only lasted 
a comparatively short period, and the people, in 
their extremity, came back, saying, "Give us bread; 
for why should we die in thy presence? For the 
money faileth. '' 

Joseph suggested that they should give their 
cattle; and accordingly the people brought their 
horses, their flocks, and their herds, and Joseph 
gave them bread for that year. 

And now came the climax. At the end of the 
year the people were in such a plight that they re
turned once more, saying, ''There is not ought left 
in the sight of my lord, but our bodies and our land 
. . . buy us and our land for bread, and we and 
our land will be servants unto Pharaoh." Thus the 
land and the people became the property of the 
king, according to Joseph's royal proclamation, 
''Beholo, I have bought you this day and your land 
for Pharaoh; lo, here is seed for you, and ye shall 
sow the land" (Gen. 47. 13-23). 

Notice the order: first their money; then their 
cattle; then their land and. themselves. This was 
the price which the people paid for bread during 
those terrible days of famine. Only thus could they 
sow the land-only thus �ould they be sustained. 
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We might well ask-What does the Lord Jesus 
demand of us now that we are His? There can only 
be one answer. He claims all we have and are
our possessions, our time, our money, and OUR
SELVES. If we live for the gratification of our own 
personal interests, our lives will be lived in vain. 
If we live "unto Him who died for us, and rose 
again,'' our lives will be literally packed with joy and 
blessing and usefulness. 

There is a tremendous principle ·underlying the 
\Vords "He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he 
that loseth his life for· My sake shall find it'' (Matt. 
10. 39). To find my life in the sense -in which the
Lord Jesus uses the expression, means to place my
self first, and thus be carnally minded. It conveys
the idea of loving and living for this present world,
so that at the end of the course I shall find myself
defeated rather than victorious; barren rather than
fruitful; and finally failing to secure that reward
which would otherwise have been mine. Therefore
to find my life is to lose it.

Contrariwise, to lose my life for Christ's sake 
means to place Him first, and thus be spiritually 
minded. It conveys the idea of living for ETER
NITY, so that at the end of the journey I shall be 
victorious, and finally experience an abundant en• 
trance into the everlasting kingdom of my Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Therefore to lose my life FOR 
HIS SAKE is to find it. 

There is only space for one final reference to 
Joseph. His father, Jacob, had passed away, and 
his brethren, remembering their former attitude to
ward their brother, said one to another, ''Joseph 
\vi11 peradventure hate us, and will requite us a11 the 
evil which ·we did unto him. ' ' 
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How little they understood their brother. After 
shewing his brethren al1 the kindness and long-suf
fering grace of his large heart since their first never
to-be-f orgotten visit to Egypt, he will not turn 
ag·ainst them now by handling them severely. 

However, bis brethren, still unable to understand 
the depth of their brother's love, despatch to him an 
urgent message imploring his forgiveness, after. 
which the_y themselves approach him, and FOR THE 
FIFTH TIME "fell down before his face." Jo�eph' s 
answer was characteristic of the whole of his beau
tiful life. ''But as for you, ye thought evil against 
me, but God meant it unto good . . . now 
therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you and your 
little ones. And he comforted them, and spake 
kindly unto them" (Gen. 50. 20 and 21). Had his 
heart changed;towardsthem? Had his love abated? 
Was he the sort of man to take advantage of his 
father's death in order to effect a terrible retribution 
for past cruelty? Nay! His love was as great as 
ever, and he reminded them yet once more of the 
overruling hand of an all-wise God in bringing abid
ing good out of misguided evil. Joseph further 
manifested the kindness of his heart in that he pro
mised to nourish them continually, whilst there 
is something exceedingly beautiful in the fact that 
he both comforted them, and spake kindly unto 
them. 

All this forms one of the most charming pictures 
of the Lord Jesus that could possibly be imagined. 
Many years have passed over the heads of not a few 
of us since we first knew Him. Has His interest in 
us abated? Has His love grown less? No. Is He 
still the same? Yes. "THE SAME, YESTER
DAY, AND TO-DAY, A·ND FOR EVER.'' 



JOSEPH-TYPE OF CHRIST. 

Thus we see Joseph REVEALED AND REVERED 
-truly an honoured servant of God, and one of the
most perfect types of the Lord Jesus Christ any
where to be found within the compass of divine
revelation.

ERNEST BARKER. 
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