
THE KINGDOM
OF GOD AND OF CHRIST.

SIMPLE OUTLINES.

God and Man.
“ In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth ” (Gen. i. 1). This profound statement 
reveals to man the origin of the habitation in 
which he finds himself, and of his surroundings. 
No doubt the whole scene was in perfect ord^r, to 
the glory of Him whose mighty fiat had called it 
into existence. How long that order was main
tained, ere the chaos of the earth depicted in 
verse 2, it is impossible for man to tell. Some 
great catastrophe (possibly many, for aught we 
know) evidently took place, for the ordered earth 
to become without form and void, and for darkness 
to be upon the face of the deep, verse 9 showing 
that the waters covered the whole globe. This is 
fully confirmed by the remarkable scripture, 
Isaiah xlv. 18, “ For thus saith the Lord that 
created the heavens ; God Himself that formed the 
earth and made it; He hath established it, He 
created it not in vain (or, Hebrew, chaotic), He 
formed it to be inhabited : I am the Lord, and 
there is none else.” “ And the Spirit of God 
moved (or, hovered) upon the face of the waters ” 
M).
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Then follow the six days in which God created 
and made things animate and inanimate, prepara
tory to the creation of man and the setting him 
upon the earth. And “ God saw everything that 
He had made, and behold it was very gcod ” 
(chap. i. 3-31). Psalm xxxiii. 6-9 also tells us 
that, “ By the word of the Lord were the heavens 
made; and all the host of them by the breath of 
His mouth. He gathereth the waters of the sea 
together as an heap : He layeth up the depth in 
storehouses. Let all the earth fear the Lord ; let 
all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 
Him. For He spake, and it was done ; He com
manded, and it stood fast. ” 11 The heavens and the 
eartlf were finished and all the host of them. And 
on the seventh day God ended His work which He 
had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and 
sanctified it: because that in it He had rested 
from all His work which God created and made ” 
(Gen. ii. 1-3).

Now, man, created in the image and likeness of 
the Lord God, was placed in Eden, an earthly 
paradise, surrounded with every blessing suited 
to his state and need. He was a responsible 
creature, without the knowledge of sin, and the 
Lord God gave him an express command. He 
commanded the man, saying, “ Of every tree of 
the garden thou mayest freely eat; but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not 
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof, 
thou shalt surely die ” (Gen. ii. 8-17). Then, 
having placed man at the head of creation on 
earth (Gen. i. 26 ; ii. 19,20), the Lord God created 
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a woman, a help meet for him (chap. ii. 18-25). It is 
here that we get the first indication of rule commit
ted to man, which finds its full development in 
relation to Christ, the second Man, the last Adam, 
as Lord and Head of all in the coming Kingdom.

But God had already an enemy. Under the 
guise of the serpent, than which no beast of the 
field is more subtil, this enemy obtruded into the 
garden and succeeded through the woman, in 
tempting man from his allegiance to God. At his 
instigation she partook of the fruit of the forbidden 
tree, and gave to her husband, and he also did eat. 
Believing the enemy’s lie, man disobeyed God. 
Then, when lust had conceived, it brought forth 
sin, and God passed the sentence of death upon 
him. “By one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned” (Rom. v. 12). 
Man (Adam and Eve) was banished from Paradise, 
lest he should partake of the tree of life, and thus 
live for ever. Their first children, as also the 
whole human race, were born outside of paradise, 
away frcm God.

Sin and death having entered, the posterity of 
Adam lived in separation from God, pursuing their 
own will, and eventually filling the world with 
violence and corruption. In the days of Noah 
this state of things brought about the intervention 
of God in the awful judgment of the deluge. Yet 
from Adam onwards to Noah, a period of more 
than two thousand years of the world’s history, 
there were individuals who feared Him, and who 
bowed to His blessed will.
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But though Noah walked with God before the 
flood (Gen. vi. 9), and with his family was preserved 
in the ark through that terrible judgment, he 
lapsed and sinned afterwards (Gen. ix. 20, 21). 
Among the descendants of Ham, son of Noah, we 
find Nimrod, who began to be a mighty one in the 
earth, and a mighty hunter before the Lord. The 
beginning of his kingdom was Babel, etc. This is 
the first mention of a kingdom in relation to men. 
Noah’s posterity, following the imagination of 
their own deceitful heart (Gen. vi. 5), and living 
without restraint as to what was due to God, built 
a city and a tower to make to themselves a name*  
(Gen. xi. 1-9). The judgment of a dishonoured 
and offended God, so richly deserved, again ensued, 
and men, with their language confounded, were 
scattered abroad upon the face of all the earth 
(Gen. xi. 7, 8).

* It is remarkable and solemn that men should repeat this 
character of things in modern times.

Abraham and Israel.

Later on God called Abram out of Ur of the 
Chaldees, and changed his name to Abraham, i.e. 
Father of many nations. Abraham became the 
friend of God, and the root and source of the privi
leged earthly people, Israel. As we pursue their 
remarkable history, we find that the Lord had 
direct relations with them, always working for 
their blessing. As Jehovah, He brought them out 
of Egypt, the house of bondage, and through His 
servant Moses He communicated to them His 
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holy law. Moses was king (in a minor sense) in 
Jeshurun (the upright nation), on their way to 
Canaan, the land of promise. God likewise called 
Aaron his brother to be High Priest.

After God had proved His grace and faithfulness 
to them, in endless ways, and had established them 
in the most fruitful land, according to His promise, 
they murmured for a king. Other nations had 
kings, before there reigned any king over the chil
dren of Israel (Gen. xiv. ; xxxvi. 31). Refusing 
to obey the voice of Samuel, the Lord’s chosen 
prophet, they said, “ Nay, but we will have a king 
over us : that we also may be like all the nations, 
and that our king may judge us,” etc. (1 Sam. viii. 
19, 20). Accordingly a king was granted them in 
the person of Saul, the son of Cis (1 Sam. ix. 
15, 17). But in refusing Samuel, and in crying 
for a king of their own, they were refusing the Lord, 
and seeking to establish the kingdom in selfwill. 
Saul proved to be a wilful king (a type of the com
ing antichrist), and utterly failed to carry out the 
will of the Lord (1 Sam. xv). Consequently he 
was rejected, and through Samuel God caused 
another man, one after His own heart, to be 
anointed in his stead (1 Sam. xvi.). Upon the 
death of Saul, David, the shepherd lad of Beth
lehem, was exalted to the throne. He reigned 
seven years at Hebron, and thirty and three years 
at Jerusalem. The kingdom became established 
in his hand, for God was with him.

David’s son, Solomon, succeeded him. In 
answer to his petition God endued him with greater 
wisdom than any other, and his name became 
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renowned far and wide (1 Kings iv. 29-34). David 
and Solomon, taken together, present a striking 
type of the way in which Christ will establish His 
kingdom and reign of peace in the future. Having 
shed much blood in war, David was not allowed to 
construct the temple of God, which Solomon built 
in a manner exceeding magnifical, so that it 
became the wonder of the world. Reigning in 
power and peace, his kingdom shadows forth in a 
wondrous manner the kingdom to which all scrip
ture more or less points, when Christ shall reign 
over all Israel and the whole world as Prince of 
peace. He will come forth in power, and tread 
His foes as ashes beneath His feet. Then shall 
He seat Himself on His throne of glory, and 
administer justice and judgment. And having 
established peace in heaven (Luke xix. 38), and 
made it good by the casting out of Satan (Rev. 
xii. 9), peace shall also fill the earth.

The Captivity.

Shortly after the death of Solomon, the kingdom 
was rent in twain. Failure after failure set in, 
and again and again God intervened in the govern
ment of His people. From time to time there was 
a measure of recovery, to which God always 
responded in mercy and blessing. But Israel, or 
the ten tribes, and later on Judah (inclusive of 
Benjamin) fell again and again into idolatry and 
other grievous sins. God allowed their foes to 
overcome them. Eventually the Assyrians led 
the ten tribes away captive, and they have become 
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a lost people to this day. The scriptures never
theless abound with promises of the future restora
tion of a remnant to their own land directly after 
Christ’s promised return (Isa. xlix. 20-23 ; Ezek. 
xxxvii.).

Later on Judah was also led captive by Nebu
chadnezzar, king of Babylon. The temple built 
by Solomon was destroyed, the wall of Jerusalem 
broken down, and the city left desolate. The 
Jews sat down by the waters of Babylon, hanged 
their harps upon the willows, and refused to sing 
the songs of Zion in a strange land (Ps. cxxxvii. 1). 
The prophet Jeremiah had foretold by the word of 
the Lord that the whole land should be a desolation 
and an astonishment, that they should serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years (Jer. xxv. 11), and 
that at the close of that period He would punish 
the king of that country.

“In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia 
(which empire succeeded the Babylonian), that 
the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah 
might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up his spirit, so 
that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus 
saith Cyrus, king of Persia, The Lord God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth : and He hath charged me to build Him an 
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is 
there among you of all His people ? His God be 
with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord God 
of Israel (He is [the] God), which is in Jerusalem,” 
etc., etc. (Ezra i. 1-11). In the book of Ezra and 

3
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in that of Nehemiah, we find a description of the 
return of a remnant of Judah to their own land, 
and of the reconstruction of the altar and temple, 
and also of the wall and city of Jerusalem. It was 
to their descendants chiefly that, some four hun
dred years later, Jesus, the Son of God, appeared.

The Times of the Gentiles.
In the opening of the book of Daniel mention is 

made of the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. 
To this we have already referred. Judah was 
then carried captive into Babylon. Daniel, the 
writer of this book, was one of the captives. In 
the government of God the kingdom of Israel was 
set aside. Both the ten tribes, or Ephraim (a 
name often used for the ten), and the two tribes, or 
Judah, being cast out of the land, the times of the 
Gentiles then commenced.*  God transferred His 
government on the earth, in so far as He entrusted 
its administration in the hands of men, to the 
Gentile powers. Nebuchadnezzar, the king of 
Babylon, was the first to exercise it. At the death 
of his successor, Belshazzar, the Persian (or Medo- 
Persian) empire came with power. Cyrus, the 
Persian king, as we have seen, was used of God to 
cause His temple to be rebuilt by the hands of the 
Jews. The two remarkable visions of Nebuchad

* The fulness of the Gentiles does not convey the same 
thought as the times of the Gentiles. The fulness refers more 
to the rich harvest of souls gathered from the nations towards 
the closing up of that period, which will shortly be fulfilled. 
Then shall the Deliverer come out of Zion, and again introduce 
Israel into privilege and blessing.
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nezzar and Daniel in chapters ii. and vii. give a 
prophetical outline of the powers which administer 
the government of God among the nations from 
the captivity of Judah until the return of Christ 
to deliver Israel, when His kingdom shall be set 
up, and He Himself will administer the rule of God.

Nebuchadnezzar saw in his vision a great image, 
which represented the four great empires, which 
successively ruled in the world. The head of gold 
set forth the Babylonian; the breast and arms of 
silver, the (Medo-)Persian; the belly and thighs 
of brass, the Grecian ; and the legs of iron and the 
feet part of iron,*  the Roman empire (Dan. ii.).

* The iron sets forth the imperial power in relation to the 
Roman empire, and the clay the democratic power which has 
come in and mixed with it, but the two elements do not cleave 
one to another (Dan. ii. 40-43).

Daniel saw in his vision four great beasts. The 
first, like a lion, represented the Babylonian ; the 
second, like a bear, the (Medo-)Persian ; the third, 
like a leopard, the Grecian ; the fourth, dreadful 
and terrible, and strong exceedingly, the Roman 
empire (Dan. vii.). He saw them more from the 
moral standpoint.

In Nebuchadnezzar’s vision, a stone cut out 
without hands smote the image upon his feet, and 
all the parts are broken to pieces together. And 
the stone became a great mountain, and filled the 
whole 'earth. It is a striking figure of Christ’s 
return, when He shall judge and break up the 
nations at the close of the last phase of the Roman 
empire, and establish His kingdom in power 
universally. One cannot here enter upon the 
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details, as our object is merely to trace God’s ways 
up to the kingdom in the hand of Christ, that we 
may better understand them, and be more exer
cised as to our relation to them. Thus shall we 
be enabled to enjoy our privileges, and to fulfil 
our responsibilities in view of Christ’s return. 
Many books have been written and circulated, in 
which the details are fully and profitably gone into.

Daniel, in his vision, views the great nations as 
uncontrollable, wild, and savage beasts, looking 
with their faces to the earth instead of up to God. 
The fourth, or Roman empire, is seen in power at 
the return of the Ancient of days, when judgment 
is given to the saints of the Most High, at the time 
appointed to possess the kingdom (Dan. vii. 
17-28).*

In these two visions, there is clearly an analogy 
between the ten toes of the image, and the ten 
horns of the last beast. They portray the Roman 
empire in its final form. Established in power at 
the time of Christ’s first coming, this empire has 
since been broken up and subdivided. In the 
future it will be resuscitated in a ten-kingdom 
form, with an admixture of imperial and demo
cratic elements.f

♦ It is interesting and instructive to notice that, in Dan. 
vii. 13, 14, the Son of man comes with the clouds of heaven to 
the Ancient of days, and a kingdom with dominion and glory 
is given to Him ; whereas in verse 22, the Ancient of days, 
and the saints, judge and possess the kingdom. It is one of 
many scriptures which show clearly that Christ is both God 
and Son of man. It also tells of our association with Christ 
in the coming day of power and display.

f What is now often termed “the European concert”
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The eleventh horn of verse 20 sets forth the 
coming head, the beast, J who will receive his 
power, his throne, and much authority from the 
dragon (i.e., Satan); and the ten kings of the ten 
kingdoms have one mind, and shall give their 
power and strength unto him (Rev. xiii. 1-10 ; 
xvii. 11-13). He is the eighth head (and is of the 
seven, in that he is imperial like the Caesars), or 
ruling power, in the history of the empire.**  With 
his coadjutor, the false prophet (i.e., the wilful 
king of Israel, the antichrist) he will stand up 
against Christ and His heavenly armies. Both 
the leaders will be cast alive into a lake of fire 
burning with brimstone, and their armies slain, 
etc. (Rev. xix. 19-21).

**The seven ruling powers have been thought to be kings, 
consuls, dictators, decemvirs, military tribunes (these five 
fallen), emperors (one is the then reigning Caesar), the other, 
the seventh, not yet come, who continues a short space, prob
ably Napoleon (Rev. xvii. 10, 11).

Having thus destroyed the great military power 
of the west, the Son of man will sit upon the throne 
of His glory, and deal in judgment with the quick, 
or living, nations (Matt. xxv. 31-46). After this, 
He will sit and rule upon His throne as the true 
Melchisedek, King and Priest, owned of all as 
“ King of kings and Lord of lords ” (Zech. vi. 
12, 13). There shall be one King over all the

may possibly be the commencement of this formation, as the 
hour of its fulfilment draws rapidly nigh.

J The term beast (or wild beast), signifies the Roman 
empire (Rev. xiii. 1-3; xix. 19), and also the head of it, the 
one who wields its power. It is a blasphemous beast (Rev. 
xvii. 3).
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earth, one Lord, and His Name One (Zech. xiv. 9). 
And “ all kings shall fall down before Him, and all 
nations shall serve' Him ” (Ps. Ixxii.). But we 
must not add more here in relation to His kingdom. 
Let us turn back, and retrace God’s ways with 
Israel after the return of Judah from captivity, 
and onwards.

The Seventy Weeks of Daniel.
We have already seen that at the close of the 

seventy years’ captivity in Babylon, a remnant of 
Judah, according to the prophecy of Jeremiah, 
returned to their own lands. This is described in 
the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. God had 
promised to give one tribe to the son of Solomon, 
so that David His servant might have a light 
alway before Him in Jerusalem, the city which 
He had chosen to put His Name there (1 Kings 
xi. 32-36).

A most important prophecy in relation to the 
promised Messiah and the coming kingdom is 
found in Daniel ix. 20-27. We can give only a 
brief sketch of it. But we shall do well to take 
heed to the exhortation given to the prophet, 
namely, to understand the matter, and to consider 
the vision (v. 23).

Seventy weeks (i.e., weeks of years, or 490 years) 
aie determined upon thy people (Israel) and thy 
holy city (Jerusalem), to finish the transgression 
(of God’s covenant), and to make an end of sins, 
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlasting righteousness (when Christ 
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as King shall reign in righteousness), and to seal 
up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most holy (or, holy of holies in the temple which 
will be rebuilt at Jerusalem).*

* The signification of the word “ week ” is a period of 
seven. Three kinds of weeks are referred to in scripture; 
viz., weeks of seven days (Acts xx. 7); weeks of seven years 
(Dan. ix. 24); and weeks of seven times seven years, or 
forty-nine years. The jubilee was the fiftieth year, com
prised of some of the months of the 49th year, and of some 
of the months of the first of the next 49, those two years 
being shortened (Lev. xxiii. 15-17 ; xxv. 8-13).

In verses 25-27 these seventy weeks of years 
are divided into three parts, namely, seven weeks, 
sixty-two weeks, and one week.

4 4 Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem (at the beginning of Daniel’s 
supplications, v. 23) unto the Messiah the Prince 
shall be seven weeks (49 years) and threescore and 
two weeks (434 years), the street shall be built 
again and the wall, even in troublous times ” (see 
Nehemiah). At the end of these two periods, i.e., 
483 years altogether, Christ, the Messiah (the 
Anointed), the Prince came. Mark i. 14, 15 tells 
us that, after John (His forerunner) was put in 
prison, 44 Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, The time 
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand ; 
repent ye, and believe the gospel.”

But, as we learn in the Gospels, Jesus was 
despised and rejected of men. 44 He was in the 
world, and the world was made by Him, and the 
world knew Him not. He came unto His own, 
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and His own received Him not ” (John i. 10, 11). 
He commenced His ministry amongst His own 
people, in pronouncing blessing upon blessing 
(Matt. v. 1-12). But His testimony closed in 
rejection, the Lord pronouncing woe upon woe 
against their religious leaders (Matt, xxiii.). This 
testimony had lasted about three years and a half. 
A small remnant received Him, but the masses 
were against Him. Tested by the question, 
“ What think ye of Christ ? ” their reply was, 
“ Away with Him, away with Him,” “ Crucify 
Him. Crucify Him,” “ We will not have this 
man to reign over us.”

Christ’s crucifixion is the fulfilment of that 
which follows in Daniel’s remarkable prophecy. 
“ And after (the) threescore and two weeks shall 
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself ” (or, shall 
have nothing). He commenced His ministry at 
the close of the seven weeks (49 years) and the 
threescore and two weeks (434 years), i.e., sixty- 
nine weeks (or, 483 years). That was one week of 
seven years short of the seventy (or, 490 years). 
About half a week later (i.e., after 69 weeks of years 
in all) He was cut off and crucified. Treated as 
an impostor and a false Messiah, He was put to 
death, and had nothing.

What followed ? On the one hand, the fulfil
ment of the remainder of Dan. ix. 26, “ And the 
people of the prince that shall come shall destroy 
the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof 
shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war 
desolations are determined.” The people are 
the Romans, and the prince that shall come is the
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future prince who shall be at the head of the 
Roman e*mpire, yet to be revived in a ten-kingdom 
form (Rev. xtii. 11-18). In the Revelation he is 
called “ the beast” (Rev. xvii. 8; xix. 19). 
Christ died in the year 33-34. In the year 70 the 
Romans under Titus destroyed both the city of 
Jerusalem and the sanctuary (or, temple). Over 
a million Jews are said to have perished in that 
awful siege. The city was overwhelmed by the 
mighty Roman power as by a flood, and awful 
desolations ensued until the end of the war. The 
Jews who escaped this fearful governmental ven
geance of God, have been scattered among the 
nations without a king till this day. They refused 
the testimony of Christ and the testimony of the 
Holy Ghost for a period of forty years, from the 
commencement of Christ’s ministry until the judg
ment overtook them, and have become a byeword, 
a proverb, and a hissing among the Gentiles 
(Deut. xxviii. 37).

On the other hand, God has raised Christ from 
the dead, and given Him glory (1 Pet. i. 21). An 
interval of nearly nineteen centuries has elapsed 
since Jesus took His seat at the right hand of God. 
During this period the years of Daniel’s prophecy 
ceased to be counted. Its completion is still 
future. God’s relations with His earthly people 
are once more broken. Christ has sent the Holy 
Ghost, as promised, from glory, and He is taking 
out a people (from both Jews and Gentiles) for His 
Name. They compose the assembly, Christ’s 
body, which is heavenly in character. They 
belong to a sphere where there is no reckoning of 

4 
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time. This operation of the Spirit commenced at 
Pentecost, and will terminate shortly, when the 
heavenly saints shall be rapt to meet Christ, to 
share the glory with Him (1 Thess, iv. 15-18).

After this, the closing verse of Daniel ix. will be 
fulfilled. The seventieth week of his remarkable 
prophecy will then run out. We read, “ And he 
shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week : and in the midst of the week he shall cause 
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the 
overspreading of abominations he shall make it 
desolate, even until the consummation, and that 
determined shall be poured upon the desolate.” 
It is important to be clear as to the force of this. 
The one who confirms the covenant with the many 
fo the Jews for one week of seven years is the 
prince of the Roman empire referred to in verse 26 
—“ the beast.” It is after the translation of the 
heavenly saints (1 Thess, iv. 15-18) and that many 
of the Jews shall have returned to their own land 
in unbelief. Their sacrifices will be restored, but 
this prince will break his protecting covenant, and 
force idolatry upon them. And on account of the 
overspreading of abominations (or idols), there 
shall be a desolator (which is the correct force of 
the original). He is the rod of God’s wrath, the 
Assyrian (Isa. x.) who will come down with power 
to chastise the hypocritical nation. This will go 
on to the close of the last, or seventieth week, until 
the solemn judgment of God shall have been fully 
poured out upon the desolate city of Jerusalem.

Isaiah xxviii. 14-22 gives further details of these 
circumstances from another point of view. We 
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learn here that the scornful men that rule the Jews 
in Jerusalem at that day, i.e., the false Jewish 
Messiah, the antichrist, and his coadjutors, make 
this covenant with the beast, or head of the revived 
Roman empire. With vast military resources at 
his command, the beast engages to protect the 
Jews, but is unfaithful, and in conjunction with 
the antichrist, forces idolatry upon them. The 
overflowing scourge (i.e., the Assyrian, the deso- 
lator) then passes through the land. It is the 
awful time of Jacob’s trouble. There is great 
tribulation (Matt. xxiv. 21, 22).*

* It may be helpful to any who are desirous of learning 
more of God’s ways in relation to the last week, to note that 
whilst clearly there is yet a whole week (of seven years) to 
run out, the period of the covenant (Dan. ix. 27), yet that the 
Messiah not having been cut off immediately on his presenta
tion to Israel, i.e. at the close of the 69th, but after, i.e. about 
3 j years later, the period of His ministry, the first half of the 
last week has run out already for the remnant that received 
Him. Hence, in the Revelation, although we get events 
which will transpire after the translation of the heavenly 
saints to glory (chap. vi. 1-11), and before the last half week, 
when time is mentioned, the last half week only is dated 
(chap. xi. 2,3 ; xii. 6,14). The future remnant, though, may
be, tried before, only passes through Jacob’s trouble during 
the last half week.

At the close Christ returns. The Deliverer 
comes out of Zion, and turns away ungodliness 
from Jacob, and so all Israel (the spared of that 
day) shall be saved. And His kingdom shall be 
established.

The Antichrist, or False Prophet.
Before speaking of the kingdom in relation to 

Christ during the hour of His rejection, including 
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also the moment when He shall return to establish 
His rights, we would add a few words concerning 
the great impostor, whom Satan will palm off upon 
the Jews in Christ’s stead, and who will be closely 
associated in wickedness with, and supported by, 
the beast, the prince of whom we have already 
spoken, who will be at the head of the revived 
Roman empire.

Jesus said to the Jews, “ I am come in My 
Father’s Name, and ye receive Me not, if another 
shall come in his own name, him ye will receive ” 
(John v. 43). He is called variously, the man of sin, 
the son of perdition, that wicked one, the wilful 
king, the false prophet, and another beast (2 Thess, 
ii. 3 ; Dan. xi. 36; Rev. xix. 20; xiii. 11).

Daniel foretold also that this “ king shall do 
according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, 
and magnify himself above every god, and shall 
speak marvellous things against the God of gods, 
and shall prosper, etc. . . . for he shall magnify 
himself above all ” (Dan. xi. 36, 37).

Paul likewise announced that the day of the 
Lord shall not come, except there come a falling 
away (or, an apostasy) first, and that man of sin 
be revealed, the son of perdition, who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that 
is worshipped, so that he as God, sitteth in the tem
ple of God, showing himself that he is God* (2 Thess. 

♦ This will take place during the last half week already 
referred to, after that the heavenly saints have been gathered 
together unto Christ above (2 Thess, ii. 1; 1 Thess, iv. 15-18). 
Many Jews will then have returned to their own land, and 
rebuilt the temple of God in unbelief. A certain number, 
as is well known, have already gone back.
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ii. 1-12). This wicked one will be a Jew. No other 
could palm himself off upon God’s earthly’people.

John shows that he will come up out of the earth 
as a beast, having two horns like a lamb (a very 
distinct imitation of Christ), but that he will speak 
as a dragon (for he is Satan’s tool). He will exer
cise all the power of the first beast (the imperial 
power already referred to), cause the earth dwellers, 
etc., to worship him, do great wonders in the sight 
of men, deceive many by miracles wrought by 
Satanic power, cause them to make an image to 
the first beast, and persecute all who refuse to bow, 
etc., etc. (Rev. xiii. 11-18).

John further speaks of him in his character of 
false prophet. It is clear from Rev. xiii. 14-17 
and xix. 20, that the second beast and the false 
prophet are one and the same. And he supports 
the first beast in his rebellion and warfare against 
the Lord. Both these arch-leaders in wickedness 
are taken, and as we have already seen, are cast 
alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
In studying that which the scripture reveals con
cerning these heads of Gentile and Jewish apostasy, 
it is important to remember what we have already 
remarked in a note, that the term “ beast ” refers 
to them not merely as individuals, but also to the 
moral character of the apostate systems which 
are headed up in their persons.

The Messiah, the King.

In tracing the ways of God with Israel and the 
Gentiles in the past, leading up to the present 
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interval, and the future links between Him and 
His earthly people, in view of the coming kingdom, 
it was necessary to refer to Christ as King. But 
in order to make our subject more clear to our 
readers, we must show further what has befallen 
Israel’s Messiah, and the consequences.

One might cite many Old Testament scriptures 
concerning One to come, the Messiah, who should 
administer the kingdom ; one or two must suffice. 
In Isa. vii. 14 we read, “ The Lord Himself shall 
give you a sign : Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a Son, and shall call His Name, Im
manuel.” In Isa ix. 6, “ For unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given : and His Name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of His government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 
with judgment and justice from henceforth even 
for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this.”

In due time these scriptures received a partial 
fulfilment. Christ was born of a virgin, Mary, at 
Bethlehem. He was the Son given. At the close 
of Daniel’s sixty-ninth week He was presented to 
Israel. His forerunner, John the Baptist, came 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, 
“ Repent ye : for the kingdom of heaven is at hand ” 
(Matt. iii. 1, 2). And he pointed to One greater 
than himself, who should come after him, and be 
preferred before him. Baptized by John, Jesus 
was anointed by the Holy Ghost (Matt. iii. 13-17), 
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was tempted by, and overcame the power of 
Satan. After that John was cast into prison, 
Jesus carried on the testimony that had been 
borne by His forerunner (Matt. iv. 12-17).

But though Christ had come to establish the 
kingdom (or, rule) of the heavens among the king
doms of the earth, commencing with Israel, men 
were not prepared to receive Him as King. Had 
He come in power and great glory, doubtless many 
would have acclaimed Him. But His coming in 
the lowly guise of the Carpenter, proved far too 
galling to human pride to accept. A few only 
listened to His voice. At one moment there arose 
a popular movement in His favour, and the air 
was rent with the “ Hosannas ” of the multitude 
to “ the Son of David ” (John xii. 13). But, alas, 
they soon died down. The scripture received its 
fulfilment, “He is despised and rejected of men; 
a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief ; and 
we hid as it were our faces from Him; He was 
despised, and we esteemed Him not ” (Isa. liii. 3.) 
And when tested with the question, “ What think 
ye of Christ ? ” the world’s reply was, “ This is 
the Heir, come let us kill Him ” (Matt. xxi. 38), 
“ Away with Him, away with Him. Crucify Him, 
crucify Him,” “We will not have this Man to 
reign over us ” (Luke xix. 14).

Falsely accused, and treated with every indig
nity as an impostor, Jesus, Israel’s true Messiah, 
rightful King and Lord of all, was crucified between 
two thieves. His vacillating and unrighteous 
judge wrote the superscription placed over His 
head, “ This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
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Messiah was thus cut off, and. had nothing. The 
kingdom could not be set up without the King. 
But, having died, He was buried, and God raised 
Him from the dead, and glorified Him. The 
rejected King was declared Lord and Christ on 
high. Thenceforth the kingdom takes a new form 
until His promised return, when He shall make 
His foes His footstool, and establish His kingdom 
in power and great glory. Then shall the govern
ment be upon His shoulder. And, as King of 
kings, Lord of lords, and Prince of Peace, He shall 
wield the universal sceptre. ‘‘ All kings shall fall 
down before Him, and all nations shall serve Him ” 
(Ps. Ixxii.). In view of His rejection and absence, 
Satan is called the prince and god of this world 
(John xiv. 30 ; 2 Cor. iv. 4). He is also’the prince 
of the power of the air (Eph. ii. 2). His reign is 
that of a usurper during the world’s refusal of 
Christ, the rightful Heir.

Different Presentations of the Kingdom.

As the kingdom is presented in different ways 
in scripture, some are apt to think that there must 
be more than one. This is erroneous. It is simply 
a question of the same kingdom viewed in various 
aspects and connections. Thus mention is made 
of:—

1. The kingdom of heaven.
2. The kingdom of God.
3. The kingdom of the Father.
4. The kingdom of the Son of His’love.
The word kingdom signifies rule, authority, and 
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power. The term “ kingdom of heaven ” is only 
found in the Gospel of Matthew. John the Baptist 
first announced it, pointing at the same time to 
the true King. Jesus continued this testimony. 
He was ready to take the kingdom, and to estab
lish in His own Person as King heavenly rule, 
power, and authority on earth. But man was not 
prepared for it. In view of the determined enmity 
of the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus revealed to His 
disciples the mysteries (or, secrets) of the kingdom 
(Matt. xiii.). These mysteries have their fulfil
ment during His rejection and absence in heaven. 
This thirteenth chapter is a study in itself.

The term “ kingdom of God ” is found in all 
four Gospels, and signifies the rule, authority, and 
power of God amongst men, in contrast to that of 
men. Hence, when our Lord presented Himself 
to men on earth, the Son, a divine Person, the 
kingdom of God was among them (Luke x. 9). 
But the light of His holy presence exposed man’s 
sinful state. Hence men would not rest till they 
had cast Him out. They could not endure the 
presence of God in their midst. They preferred 
the faulty, and the oft arbitrary and wicked rule, 
authority, and power of human rulers to the 
perfect sway of God. Hence they crucified their 
King. Raised from the dead, Christ returned in 
holy Manhood to the glory whence He had 
come. According to promise, He sent down the 
Holy Ghost, who took up His abode in those truly 
repentant ones, who had believed the glad tidings. 
And we learn that “ the kingdom of God ” is not 
meat and drink, but righteousness, peace, and joy 
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in the Holy Ghost (Rom. xiv. 17). This is the moral 
character of God’s kingdom at the present moment. 
God’s King, rejected by the world, which lieth in 
the wicked one, its god and prince, is seated at 
His right hand in glory. But the Holy Ghost is 
here, dwelling in believers, who by practical 
righteousness, perfect peace, and full joy main
tained in His power, are witnesses to the absent 
One, owning allegiance to the rightful Lord, who 
shall shortly return.

The ‘‘kingdom of the Father” refers to the 
heavenly sphere of the kingdom, when Christ, the 
Son of man, having returned, shall sit upon His 
throne of glory, set in the heavens. The righteous, 
that is, those who have submitted to God and His 
righteousness, and who have walked in practical 
righteousness here below, having been previously 
raised or changed, and caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air (1 Thess, iv. 15-18), shall then 
shine forth as the sun. Christ Himself shall rise 
as the Sun of righteousness, with healing in His 
wings (Mal. iv. 2). The sun shines in the heavens. 
His heavenly saints shall be with Him and like 
Him, and shall be manifested in the blessed 
heavenly sphere of the kingdom of their Father 
(Matt. xiii. 43). Who hath ears to hear, let him 
hear *

* There is a distinction between the Father’s house (John 
xiv.) and the Father’s kingdom (Matt. xiii. 43). In the 
former we shall enjoy all the intimacy and love of the Father’s 
heart and home ; in the latter, it is more a question of display 
before the world, angels and men. A simple illustration may 
help to clear our thoughts. Let us suppose that an aged king 
called his firstborn to share with him the dignity of his throne 
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The “kingdom of the Son” of His love is an 
expression used in Col. i. 13, to show us the moral 
sphere into which the Father has already translated 
the saints. We have been delivered from the power 
of darkness, and brought under the beneficent 
sway of love, i.e., of Christ, the Son of the Father’s 
love. It is true of us morally now, before the day 
of display, when God shall head up all things in 
Him in heaven and on earth (Eph. i. 10).

The Kingdom in Manifestation.
It has been truly said that in the reigns of David 

and Solomon we have a foreshadowing of the 
coming kingdom of Christ. David overthrew the 
foes of God and of His people, and Solomon reigned 
in righteousness and peace. God will make 
Christ’s enemies the footstool of His feet (Ps. ex. 1; 
Heb. x. 13). He will gather out of His kingdom 
by angelic instrumentality all scandals, and them 
which do iniquity (Matt. xiii. 41). Then shall He 
establish His throne in righteousness and reign in 
peace.

Christ is the Man of God’s purpose, the One 
whom He delighteth to honour, His well-beloved 
Son. Refused by the world, and now hidden in 
the heavens, when the day and hour arrive, known 

and government, and that other sons are likewise associated 
with him. There would clearly be a difference between 
their place in the home circle of their father’s house, and their 
place of administration in the kingdom, with its attendant 
display in public functions, etc. So Christ and His brethren 
will dwell in the Father’s house. But He, and His saints as 
being associated with Him, will also administer the kingdom, 
both in its heavenly and earthly aspects.
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alone to God, He will bring Him forth, in public 
glory, as the rightful Heir, King of kings, and Lord 
of lords (Rev. xix. 16). All judgment is com
mitted unto the Son, and He will execute it upon 
the nations at that rapidly approaching day (Acts 
xvii. 31). Then shall be fulfilled the remainder 
of Isaiah’s prophetic utterance, to which we have 
already referred, “ His name shall be called Won
derful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father (or, Author), The Prince of Peace.” There 
shall be one King over all the earth, one Lord, and 
His Name One (Zech. xiv. 9). He shall sit in 
glorious majesty upon His heavenly throne, wield
ing the sceptre of the universe. Angels, princi
palities, and powers are already subject to the 
exalted Man, Lord of all, at God’s right hand. In 
that day earthly potentates, Israel and the nations, 
shall all submit themselves to His righteous sway 
(Ps. Ixxii.). He is the Chiefest among ten thousand 
and altogether lovely (Song of Sol. v. 10-16), the 
Heir of ail things ; and God shall head up all 
things in heaven and in earth in Him (Eph. i. 10). 
Ever dwelling in the bosom of the Father, the Son 
became Man, in view of God’s glory, the overthrow 
of Satan, and of our salvation. Having accom
plished all by dying and rising again, He shall 
reign as Son of David, Son of man. The true 
Melchisedek shall sit and rule both as King and 
Priest upon His throne. All the glory of God now 
shining in His blessed face shall then be fully dis
played. The whole universe shall be filled with 
His glory. Men shall behold the King in His 
beauty (Isa. xxxiii. 17).
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The glad tidings of God’s grace and of the glory 
of Christ will cease at the coming of the Lord for 
His people. Between the moment of that wonder
ful act of God’s power and the manifestation of 
His Son in glory, the Spirit will work in a remnant 
of the Jews. This remnant will bear testimony to 
the rejected One as the true Messiah. Many will 
be led to own Him, and will suffer for His sake, 
before He appears (Rev. vi. 9-11). The everlasting 
gospel will be widely announced by these faithful 
heralds of the coming kingdom of Christ (Rev. 
xiv. 6, 7).

When Christ asserts His rights and takes the 
kingdom He will not be alone. In the hour of 
His great sorrow unto death, and of His triumph 
and exaltation to glory, He was alone. But He 
will come forth again in a manner worthy of the 
great King, having a wondrous attendance in His 
train. Both saints and angels will form His royal 
retinue. “ The Lord my God shall come and all 
the saints with thee ” (Zech. xiv. 5). “ When He 
shall be manifested we shall be manifested with 
Him in glory ” (Col. iii. 4 ; 2 Tim. ii. 12 ; 2 Thess, 
ii. 10). “ The Son of man shall come in His glory, 
and all the holy angels with Him ” (Matt. xxv. 
31; 2 Thess, i. 7, 8).

The judgment of the quick, i.e., living, nations 
will precede the establishment of the kingdom in 
the hand of Christ, the rightful Heir and Lord of 
all. Having smitten the western military power 
at His manifestation (Rev. xix. 19-21), He will 
also deal with the nations themselves (Matt, 
xxv. 31). And having gathered all evil out of His 
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kingdom, He will establish His throne in righteous
ness, and reign in peace.

His heavenly saints having accompanied Him 
in His train, shall reign with Him in glory over the 
earth. They will likewise take part in the judg
ment of angels and men (1 Cor. vi. 2, 3). Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob shall sit down with Him 
in the kingdom of God (Luke xiii. 28, 29). 
And the twelve apostles shall sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel (Matt, 
xix. 28).

Previous to this, Christ will have presented to 
Himself the church, His bride (the heavenly saints 
of this day of grace), glorious, without spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing (Eph. v. 27). Heaven 
will be filled with gladness and joy at the nuptials 
of the Lamb. To the Lamb’s wife is given to be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white (or, bright), 
on the day of the espousals. The fine linen is the 
righteousnesses of the saints, those practical right
eousnesses which had been wrought by the Holy 
Ghost in grace and power in the saints in this day 
of the rejection cf our Lord. They shall then be 
woven, as it were, into one beauteous bridal gar
ment, when the oneness of Christ and His church 
shall be publicly acknowledged (Rev. xix. 6-9).

Not only the heavenly saints will, as we have 
seen, reign with Christ, but He will display His 
bride, the Lamb’s wife, as the holy city Jerusalem, 
before a wondering world, both to angels and to 
men (Rev. xxi. 9-11). His glory will be reflected 
in her, and will shine out before all. In that day 
she will exercise a widespread influence over the 
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nations upon earth, who will walk in her light. 
The kings of the earth will also bring their glory 
and honour unto her (Rev. xxi. 24). No temple 
is seen in that city, as in Jerusalem on earth, for 
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the 
temple of it (Rev. xxi. 22). Neither has it need of 
supreme or reflected light as the sun or moon ; for 
the glory of God shall lighten it, and the Lamb is 
the light (or, lamp) thereof (Rev. xxi. 23). >

On earth, Israel (the remnant of Judah and 
Ephraim, the two and the ten tribes, being reunited) 
shall be at the head of the nations. The promises 
and prophecies concerning God’s ancient and privi
leged earthly people will be accomplished, and the 
nation which was called “ an outcast ” shall be 
sought after by many (Jer. xxx. 17 ; Zech. viii. 
23). His laws shall be in their hearts and minds, 
governing both their affections and their intelli
gence in His willing service (Heb. viii. 10; x. 16). 
Israel shall blossom, and bud, and fill the world 
with fruit. As the olive tree, they shall take root, 
and exhibit their fatness, in full enjoyment of 
their great privileges. As the fig tree, they shall 
enjoy unparalleled national prosperity. As the 
vine tree, they shall bring forth fruit before God 
in the presence of all, as those who are wholly 
controlled by His holy law.

The temple of the Lord shall be rebuilt, and 
sacrifice and priesthood be restored, and it shall 
become a house of prayer for all nations (Ezek. 
xl.-xlviii.; Isa. Ivi. 7). The land shall be divided 
among the restored tribes of Israel, and the Lord’s 
holy oblation measured and set apart for the 
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priest, the Levites, and the city (Ezek. xiv. 1-8).*  
Jerusalem, upon a site prepared by God, shall 
become the great metropolis of the world, the joy 
of the whole earth (Zech. xiv. 10, 11 ; Ps. xlviii. 
1-3). The nations shall go up even year by year 
to worship the Lord of hosts and to keep the feast 
of tabernacles (Zech. xiv. 16-21).

* The temple in which the antichrist will sit (2 Thess, ii. 4), 
built by the Jews in unbelief, will probably be destroyed. 
The one here referred to is built by the Lord, the Man whose 
Name is called the Branch (Ezek. xl.; Zech. vi. 12). The 
restored sacrifices will point back, as those of the Old Testa
ment pointed forward, to the sacrifice of Christ.

Satan shall be bound in the bottomless pit, or 
abyss, and the curse removed (Rev. xx. 3, xxii. 3). 
War shall cease among men, and also enmity in the 
animal creation (Isa. ii. 4 ; Micah iv. 3 ; Isa. xi. 
6-9). The earth, no longer bearing briars and 
thorns, shall yield her increase (Isa. Iv. 13 ; Ps. 
Ixvii. 6).

The knowledge of the Lord and of His glory 
shall cover the earth as the waters shall cover the 
sea ; and peace shall reign from the river to the 
ends of the earth, men enjoying great longevity 
(Hab. ii. 14 ; Isa. xi. 9 ; Ixvi. 22 ; Ixv. 22). The 
whole universe shall be in the enjoyment of the 
blessings which will flow from the heavenly rule of 
God, the Father, and as administered by the Son. 
The kingdom being His by right, all overturning 
shall cease (Ezek. xxi. 27). He shall reign over all 
with His heavenly saints for a thousand years 
(Rev. xx. 4). The world shall keep her jubilee.

Satan, loosed for a little season at the close, will 
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make a final fruitless effort to overthrow the king
dom, but will himself, with his hosts, be cast into 
the lake of fire (Rev. xx. 7-10).

Christ shall reign till He has put every foe 
beneath His feet (1 Cor. xv. 25). Then shall He 
give up the kingdom to the Father, and God shall 
be all in all (1 Cor. xv. 24, 28).

The Christian’s Present Place in the Kingdom.

It is of the utmost importance for every Christian 
to be exercised as to the spiritual nature of the 
kingdom at the present moment, in view of the 
great day of display. The glory of God shines 
already in the face of Jesus Christ, His Son, seated 
at His own right hand, and crowned with glory 
and honour. All things are given into His hands, 
and all power in heaven and in earth (Matt, xxviii. 
18). In longsuffering to the world which refused 
His rights, He waits in patience, administering 
grace in view of the day of manifest glory. God 
is already preparing a people for the heavenly 
sphere of the kingdom, and in the future will 
prepare a people for its earthly sphere. Sent from 
the Father, and from the Son, the Holy Ghost is 
now working in sovereign grace and power in souls, 
both Jew and Gentile. Through His blessed 
operation we are born anew, and see and enter the 
kingdom of God (John iii. 3-7). Believing from 
the heart that God has raised Jesus from the dead, 
we escape the power of the wicked one in whom 
the whole world lieth, and come under the rule of 
the Lord Jesus, and enjoy the salvation of God 
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(Rom. x. 9). The one leads on to the other, for 
the salvation of God which is in Christ Jesus is 
enjoyed in the house of God, which is the church 
(2 Tim. ii. 10 ; 1 Tim. iii. 15).

We are also translated now from the power of 
darkness into the kingdom of the Son of the 
Father’s love (Col. i. 13). Taught by the Spirit, 
we learn to appreciate the mysteries of the king
dom of heaven (Matt. xiii.). All things are ours 
(1 Cor. iii. 21-23). We come to them in Christ. 
We have come already, through grace, to the whole 
range of the blessings of the kingdom, before the 
day of display. “ Ye are come” says the apostle, 
in words which the Holy Ghost teacheth, “ unto 
Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels, (to) the general (or universal) 
assembly (i.e. of the angelic hosts) and church of 
the firstborn (ones) which are written in heaven, 
and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of 
just men made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator 
of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, 
that speaketh better things than (that of) Abel,” 
etc. (Heb. xii. 22-24).

The moral glories of the world (or, age) to come 
surround us, but they are hidden to mortal eyes. 
The glory of Christ fills that scene, to sight invis
ible. He is gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of God, angels, authorities, and powers being 
made subject to Him (1 Pet. iii. 22). “ God who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the know
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ ”
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(2 Cor. iv. 6). Hence we are already brought into 
the light of that wondrous scene, abiding and 
eternal, ere it is unfolded in display. By the Holy 
Ghost who dwells in us, we apprehend and appre
ciate that glory. Gazing upon the unveiled face 
of Christ, we become transfigured from glory to 
glory (2 Cor. iii. 18). Setting our mind upon 
things above, where He sitteth at the right hand 
of God, we cease to set it upon the earth. Search
ing, by the Spirit, the glories of the coming world, 
we escape from the counter-influences of the 
material and moral world by which we are at 
present surrounded. Increasing in the knowledge 
of God and of Christ, we come under the heavenly 
rule of love. Yielding wholehearted allegiance to 
the rejected Lord and King, we refuse to bow to 
the prince and ruler of this world, and await with 
joy the return of Christ to take up His rights, when 
His kingdom shall rule over all.

Moreover, every one who believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life (John iii. 36). It is God’s 
free gift in love and grace (John iii. 16 ; Rom. vi. 
23). Our privilege is to lay hold now upon it 
(1 Tim. vi. 12). And our Lord has said, Verily, I 
say unto you, There is no man that hath left 
house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, 
for the kingdom of God’s sake, who shall not 
receive manifold more in this present time, and in 
the world to come life everlasting (Luke xviii. 29, 30).

Eternal life is God’s thought and purpose for 
man, and the way into it is open for all (John iii. 
12-16). New birth is God’s sovereign act in order 
that we may see and enter the kingdom of God 
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(John iii. 5). Eternal life is received now as God’s 
gift. It is inseparable from the Son of God, and 
can only be entered into, laid hold of, and enjoyed 
by the Spirit. It is the life of the world to come, 
enjoyed now in conditions entirely apart from 
this world, though while we aie still on earth, and 
stands in marked contrast to this present scene of 
contrariety and sin and death. Its full blessed
ness will be known in the world to come when He 
shall administer the kingdom from the heavens, 
ruling over the earth (Zech. xiv. 9; Rev. v. 10 
(over, not on); Matt. xxv. 31 ; John xvii.). We 
do not find this blessed truth spoken of where the 
scriptures describe the heavenly part of His king
dom (Rev. xxi. 9-23 ; xxii. 1-7). But both Luke 
xviii. 29, 30 and John xvii. 22-24 will have thtir 
fulfilment in that glorious age to come.

Israel will come forth from their graves (figure) 
and enjoy eternal life (Dan. xii. 1 ; Ps. cxxxiii. 3). 
The spared nations also shall enjoy it with them 
(Matt. xxv. 46). But doubtless it will be enjoyed 
in a different sphere from that of the heavenly 
saints (namely, on earth), and under different 
conditions.

In the varied positions, circumstances, and 
avocations of this present life, we have our 
responsibilities, and if we have not to do with this 
world, we must needs go out of it, as the scripture 
says (1 Cor. v. 10). But in the sight of God our 
moral links with this fallen world are broken. As 
children of Adam fallen we came judicially to an 
end in the cross of Christ (Rom. vi. ; Gal. ii. 20). 
God has taken us up anew, in grace, in relation to 
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another world. Faith accepts His thought about 
His people, and the Christian in spirit enters now 
upon that which is unseen, abiding, and eternal. 
This produces a moral effect upon him. He learns 
to walk as a citizen of another kingdom, which 
cannot be moved. Conscious of his own weakness, 
he receives in dependence and prayer strength 
from God to answer to His call, and to refuse 
everything derogatory to Christ and to His glory. 
He lives henceforth, not to himself, but to Him 
who died for him and rose again. Not of the 
world, even as Christ is not of the world, he yields 
himself to God as one who is alive to Him, and his 
members as instruments of righteousness in His 
hand, unto holiness (Rom. vi. 19). As brought 
irito the kingdom of God, he is characterized by 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost (Rom. xiv. 17). As pursuing the pathway 
of faith, his spiritual eyes behold Christ and all 
His glories, which eclipse to him the glories of this 
transitory world.

As the love, the light, the life, the peace, and the 
glory of the unseen world fill his soul, the Christian 
shrinks from the hatred, the darkness, the unrest, 
the shame of this world, which is under Satan’s 
power, and in which man’s fleeting life ends in 
death and judgment. The enjoyment of eternal 
life in the Son renders the Christian superior to 
the vanities, the follies, and the allurements of 
this scene. He refuses the highest prizes that 
Satan offers his dupes. He knows that Christ is 
the substance and sum of all true Christianity ; 
that Christ is all (the whole) and in all (Col. iii. 11).
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And he desires henceforth to be like His servant 
Paul, whose heart’s affection had been won by 
Christ, and centred upon Him, and who had 
Christ as his life, his model, his object, his goal, 
and his strength all the way through (Phil. i. 21 ; 
ii. 5 ; iii. 8, 14 ; iv. 13). At the close, Paul could 
say, “ I have fought the good fight (the only good 
one ; all others are bad, 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8), I have 
finished the course, I have kept the faith : hence
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 
give me at that day : and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love His appearing ” (2 Tim. 
iv. 7, 8). Happy indeed will each one be who can 
speak likewise from the heart, at the close of his 
earthly pathway here !

The Rewards of the Kingdom.
Our Lord, most gracious in all His ways, encour

ages our hearts with many promises, in view of 
His return to establish His kingdom. His desire 
is that we may overcome for His glory in the day 
of His absence and rejection. Every one shall give 
an account of himself to God (Rom. xiv. 12). We 
must all appear before the judgment-seat (or, bar) 
of Christ (2 Cor. v. 10), that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. “ Behold, 
I come quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give 
every man according as his work shall be ” (Rev. 
xxii. 12).

We are exhorted to overcome, or, to get the 
victory, both in the world (1 John v. 4), and in the 
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church (Rev. ii., iii.); and our Lord holds out to 
every one thus found faithful, the promise of His 
blest approval, and of His rich reward. His pro
mises are faithful, and not one shall fail (2 Cor. i. 
20). Happy indeed is he who shall hear his 
Master’s voice, saying, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord ” (Matt. xxv. 21).

Moreover, the scripture speaks in different con
nections of various crowns. We are apt to look 
at them in a material sense, but the great thing is 
to seize their moral import. We shall find in 
them, in the coming day, an answer to God’s work 
by the Spirit in this day. It mentions :—

The crown of gold.
The crown of glory.
The crown of life.
The crown of righteousness.
The crown of incorruptibility.
The crown of rejoicing.

We would add a short word as to each.
The heavenly saints, of the Old and New Testa

ment, are viewed in Rev. iv., v., as elders, seated 
as a kingdom of priests around the throne of God 
in glory (after the rapture, 1 Thess, iv. 15-18), 
crowned with gold, and robed in white. All share 
alike this privilege. Accounted righteous on the 
principle of faith whilst on earth, they are seen 
seated, and crowned with gold in heaven.

In 1 Pet. v. 1-4, the elders among the flock of 
God on earth are exhorted to faithfulness and 
shepherd care ; and encouraged by the promise, 
that when Christ, the chief Shepherd, shall be 
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manifested, they shall receive a crown of glory, that 
fadeth not away.

In Rev. ii. 10, during times of great persecution, 
and of severe suffering, trial, and exposure to 
death, Christians are encouraged not to fear. The 
utmost that the devil and men can do is to destroy 
the body (Matt. x. 28). He who is the first and the 
last, who became dead and is alive again, exhorts 
the overcomer to abide faithful even unto death, 
and gives him the promise of a crown of life beyond, 
and preservation from the second death (v. 11).

In 2 Tim. iv. 6-8, having fought the good fight, 
finished the course, and kept the faith, Paul ex
presses his assurance that a crown of righteousness 
is laid up for him. He knows the Lord is a right
eous Judge, and that He will give him his reward. 
And he adds the blessed word of encouragement, 
“ not to me only, but unto all them also that love 
His appearing y

Again, in 1 Cor. ix. 24-27, the same apostle views 
himself and others as running a race, with a prize 
in view. He enjoins upon us temperance, and the 
bringing of the body into subjection, adding that he 
did not run uncertainly, but neither did he fight 
as one who beateth the air. Each of us has the 
same race to run, and the same foe to fight. Paul 
realized that it was a real race, though he had no 
uncertainty as to the issue; and that it was a 
real fight against determined and powerful foes. 
But whilst men run for a corruptible crown, the 
Christian runs for an incorruptible one.

In 1 Thess, ii. 19 Paul speaks of the saints in that 
city where he and others with him had laboured 
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so devotedly, as “ our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing, in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 
at His coining.” And he adds, “ Ye are our 
glory and joy.” Again, in Phil. iv. 1, he speaks 
of the saints at Philippi in a similar strain, saying, 
“ Therefore, my brethren, dearly beloved and 
longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the 
Lord, my dearly beloved.” What a precious 
word of encouragement for all who serve the Lord 
among His people!

On the other hand, the Lord will reward in judg
ment those who know not God, and cbey not the 
gospel (2 Thess, i. 7, 8).

We would further call our readers’ attention to 
one or two passages in our Lord’s teaching in the 
Gospels, which show the great importance of our 
making good use of that which He entrusts to us, 
in view of the coming day.

In Matt. xxiv. 45-51, xxv. 14-30, the profession 
of Christ is presented in three ways in relation to 
the kingdom of heaven, during the hour of His 
absence; first as the Lord’s servant, secondly as 
wise and foolish virgins, and thirdly as servants to 
whom their Lord has entrusted His goods. In 
the first, Christians appear to be looked at collect
ively as the Lord’s servant, who looks for faithful
ness and wisdom in him in giving meat in due 
season to His household, encouraging him with 
promise of reward. It is followed by a most 
solemn warning and threat, lest that servant 
should prove in word and conduct to have an evil 
heart. In the second, it is a question of watchful 
affection or the lack of it, in view of the Lord’s 
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return as Bridegroom. In the third, of the right 
use of talents entrusted to His individual servants, 
according to their several ability.

In Luke xix. 12-27, Christ presents Himself as 
a certain nobleman, who went into a far country 
(His present position) to receive for Himself a 
kingdom, and to return. His ten servants (pro
fessing Christians) receive ten pounds to trade 
with during His absence, and are exhorted to 
occupy till He comes. The reward is, according 
to faithfulness, rule over cities in the kingdom, 
in the day of His manifest power. We cannot 
enter into detail here, but would recommend 
these two scriptures to the careful study of our 
readers.

To obtain these promised crowns, rewards, etc., 
the great thing for each believer is to be occupied 
with Christ in glory in the power of the Holy 
Ghost, yielding ourselves wholly to Him and to 
His service. Christ’s heavenly saints will reign 
with Him, but the rewards bestowed will be accord
ing to Divine sovereignty and individual faithful
ness.

As regards our relation to the kingdoms of this 
world, seeing that we have been translated into the 
kingdom of the Son of the Father’s love, and that 
we have become the citizens of another country, 
a heavenly, our path is very simple. It is summed 
up very clearly in three or four scriptures.

“ Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear.God. Honour the king ” (1 Pet. ii. 17).

“ I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplica
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, 
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be made for all men : for kings, and for all that 
are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty, for 
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour ” (1 Tim. ii. 1-3).

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God : the 
powers that be are ordained of God,” etc. (Rom. 
xiii. 1).

“ Put them in mind to be subject to principali
ties and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready 
to every good work, to speak evil of no man, to be 
no brawlers, but gentle, showing all meekness unto 
all men ” (Titus iii. 1, 2).

Conclusion.

In closing, we would remark, that Christian 
blessing is not by any means limited to our place 
and portion with Christ in the kingdom. There 
are also our relationship and position as sons of God, 
our place in the home circle of the Father’s house, 
our relation to Christ, as His bride, and our portion 
as the tabernacle of God in the age of ages, etc. 
(Eph. i. 4, 5 ; John xiv. 1-3 ; Rev. xix. 7 ; Rev. 
xx. 3). And these marvellous blessings will 
endure, when Christ shall have given up the king
dom to God, even the Father, and God shall be 
all in all, and time shall cease to be (1 Cor. xv. 
24-28). The kingdom is, however, one of the 
great themes of scripture, and is seen in promise, 
in figure, in type, in mysteries, and in display. As 
we walk the pathway of faith here below, in view 
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of Christ’s absence, and of that which He has 
wrought for God’s glory, it should be a great joy 
to our hearts to be engaged with Him, to serve 
Him, to watch and wait for Him, and to look for 
that day, when He, the Man whom God delights 
to honour, shall have His rights, and when as the 
many sons we shall come forth with Him in glory.

What a wondrous change it will be when the 
usurper shall be cast down and bound in the 
abyss, and the kingdom of God and the Father, 
and of heaven, shall be established in the hand of 
the Son, and the whole universe filled with the 
glory of Him who fills the heart of God—even 
Jesus. Lord Jesus, come !

A wondrous scene is depicted in Rev. xi. 15-18, 
in relation to this glorious epoch, and where we 
find the deep interest shown in it by the heavenly 
saints, and its effects and results as regards them
selves to the world at large. The seventh angel 
sounds the seventh trumpet, and there are great 
voices in heaven. It is a loud announcement of 
the introduction of Christ into His rights. The 
voices say: “ The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His 
Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever.”

“ And the four and twenty elders (the heavenly 
saints, after ripened experience on earth) which 
sat before God on their seats (or, thrones) fell on 
their faces, and worshipped God, saying, We give 
Thee thanks, 0 Lord God Almighty, which art and 
wast (and art to come) : because Thou hast taken 
to Thee Thy great power, and hast reigned y

“ And the nations were angry, and Thy wrath 
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is come (at the introduction of the kingdom), and 
the time of the dead (at the great white throne, at 
the close thereof), that they should be judged, and 
that Thou shouldest give reward unto Thy ser
vants the prophets, and to the saints, and them 
that fear Thy Name, small and great; and 
shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.”

Towards the close of this marvellous “ revelation 
of Jesus Christ,” we read, “ I Jesus have sent Mine 
angel to testify unto you these things in the 
churches.” How deeply important that each of us 
should have ears to hear what He saith ! “ I am 
the root and the offspring of David, the bright and 
morning star.” He is David’s Lord and David’s 
Son, and as such shall establish His kingdom, 
coming first as the bright and morning star for 
His heavenly saints, the harbinger of the day, 
when He shall appear (accompanied by all His 
saints) as Sun of righteousness with healing in His 
wings.

“And the Spirit” (still on earth) “ and the 
bride ” (the church in conjunction with Him, and 
led by Him, like Rebecca of old, through the 
wilderness, home to Christ, the heavenly Isaac), 
“ say, Come.” “ And let him that heareth ” 
(every individual, whoever and wherever he may 
be, who hears His voice) “ say, Come.” “ And 
let him that is athirst, come.” Are you a thirsty 
one, dear reader; one in whom the Spirit has begun 
a work, and created such thirst ? Come to Jesus 
and drink, and you too can join in the cry for His 
return. “ And whosoever will.” Mark it well, 
this blessed world-wide word. Will you ? It 
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includes all, it excludes none. “ Whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely.” Will you, 
or will you not ? Till the very last moment ere 
Christ comes, the offer remains open. Free as the 
flowing water of the river, the water of life still 
flows for you. All who drink become satisfied. 
All who receive Christ now, will hear His voice 
when He comes as the Morning Star, will reign 
with Him as the Sun of righteousness in His king
dom, and will reap the reward of faithfulness. 
And their privilege is to respond to His final word, 
“ Surely, I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.”

“ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. Amen ” (Rev. xxii. 20, 21).

E, H. C.
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