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THE DESIRE OF GOD FOR HIS PEOPLE.

No. 1.
Plenteous Redemption.

In Psalm cxxx. David cries to the Lord out of 
the depths, and then continues, “ If thou, Lord, 
shouldest mark iniquities, 0 Lord, who shall stand ? 
But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou 
mayest be feared ” (yv. 3, 4).

Every soul on its way back to God goes more 
or less through “ the depths.” Awakened by 
the Spirit of God in sovereign grace, the anxious 
soul becomes conscious of its guilt and state 
before the holy One. And in the deep exercises 
which follow, it cries to the Lord for help amid 
much ignorance. The iniquities of the past 
come crowding in upon the conscience, and sooner 
or later the soul discovers that if the Lord marked 
them, none could possibly stand before Him. 
But then follows the blessed realisation that 
there is forgiveness with the Lord, that He may 
be feared. And -what a joyous moment when, 
through faith in His Name, the Spirit of God 
working in power, the trembling believer becomes 
conscious of the freehand full forgiveness of every 
sin 1

Now this forgiveness is dispensed by God 
Himself in righteousness, on the ground of the 
finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ. Glorified 
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in Him at the cross, God raised Jesus froiri the 
dead, and set Him at His own right hand in 
glory. And now, through this Man (all hope of 
the first man, fallen with all his race, being finally 
given up) is preached unto us the forgiveness of 
sins. And by this Man all that believe are justified 
from all things (Acts xiii. 38, 39). David and 
others believed the promises of God concerning 
Him as the coming One, and their sins were passed 
over through the forbearance of God (Rom. iii. 
25). But now we are in presence of the fact 
of accomplished redemption. God has fulfilled 
His promise, and Christ having died, He reveals 
Himself as a just God who justifies him which 
bdieveth in Jesus (Rom. iii. 26).

Moreover, the psalmist continues in v. 7, “ Let 
Israel hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there 
is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption.” 
And if such language could be used in regard to 
Israel, how much more in connection with 
redemption in the risen Christ. “ All have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God. Being 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. iii. 24). And in 
Ephesians we get its plenteousness set forth. “ In 
whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace ” (Eph. i. 7). Yet who can fully estimate 
its incalculably rich and plenteous character as 
revealed in this wondrous scripture. God does 
not dispense His blessings according to our deserts, 
for our just desert would be eternal judgment. 
Nay ; but according to His estimate of the sacrifice 
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of His own providing, even of Christ, the unblem
ished Lamb, and His delight in that blessed One, 
now crowned and seated at His right hand (Heb. 
ii. 9 ; i. Pet. i. 21).

All the love of God’s heart towards us is told 
out now. His plenteous redemption in Christ is 
ours. This is by His blood and by the power of 
God. It not only meets us in all the depths of 
our need, but, putting away for ever in righteous
ness all our sin, it delivers us out of all that holds 
us fast in this world under Satan’s power. And 
it brings us into the knowledge and enjoyment of 
all that God in His infinite grace, according to 
the love of His own heart, had prepared for us 
in Christ in His eternal counsel before the world 
was. Well may it be called a plenteous redemp
tion !

; No. 2.
Weaning.

In Psalm cxxxi. we get the remarkable effect 
in the soul of David, of the knowledge of the Lord 
and of His plenteous redemption, expressed as 
follows: “ Lord my heart is not haughty, nor 
mine eyes lofty; neither do I exercise myself in 
great matters, or in things too high for me. 
Surely I have behaved and quieted myself as a 
child that is weaned of his mother: my soul is 
even as a weaned child” (vv. 1, 2). He was 
humbled and weaned as a little child. He learnt 
that all the haughtiness and loftiness and high- 
mindedness of the flesh must go. A man who 
has to do with the Lord, and enjoys His plenteous 

2 
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redemption, gets his eyes opened, and begins to 
see what is suitable to Him. His heart—the 
citadel of man’s being—is won. Affection drew 
David to the One in whose plenteous redemption 
he rejoiced, and the haughtiness of his heart was 
brought down. He feared Him, and his soul 
waited for Him more than they that watched 
for the morning (Psalm cxxx. 6). His eyes now 
beheld the hitherto invisible One, the Lord his 
God, and were no longer lofty. And he ceased 
to exercise himself in great matters and in things 
too high for him, as is oft the case with natural 
men of position, and learning, and repute.

Many around him behaved themselves according 
to the ways and habits of the world, and were 
full of unrest, but the psalmist could say, “ Surely, 
I have behaved and quieted myself as a child 
weaned of his mother.” He no longer drew 
the resources of his moral being and daily life 
from the world system in the midst of which 
he had been born, but was weaned from it. And 
his course became one of separation from the evil 
world, according to the call of God. His soul 
was even as a weaned child.

All this experience of David, the one who, 
having deeply repented of his sin, was indeed a 
man after God’s own heart, is a mine of instruction 
for us. Having entered, by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, upon the enjoyment of God’s 
plenteous redemption, we are brought to Him, and 
become affected by the holiness of His presence. 
By faith we see Him who is invisible, and the more 
our souls discover the glory of Him who is love 
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and light, the more we become lowly and humble 
in spirit before Him. Then it is that we. are 
brought to a true estimate of ourselves, and the 
exceeding hatefulness of our haughty, lofty, 
and high-minded natures. We discover His 
perfection and our own unworthiness. And 
immediately our state and conduct are affected. 
We find out that in our flesh dwelleth no good 
thing, and we become more or less like David, 
humble and childlike in our ways. We learn to 
behave and quiet ourselves as weaned children. 
Our eyes are opened to see that the course of 
this world is one of self-will and opposition to 
God ; we commence to be subject to His revealed 
mind and to behave in a manner well-pleasing 
to Him, as followers of His Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. His Spirit will then characterise us, 
a spirit of meekness, and quietness, and separation 
from the world. Our hearts will become attuned 
according to Christ in another sphere, known to 
faith, which is abiding and eternal, and we shall 
let the world go. Engrossed with Christ and 
heavenly realities, we shall be weaned from the 
world and the things that are in it.

Henceforth Christ, the bread of life, satisfies 
our hearts. Our tastes are completely changed. 
Feasting on Christ, we live by Him. “ He that 
eateth me, even he shall live by me ” (John vi. 57). 
We receive nourishment and increase, and grow 
up to Him. And hence we become more and more 
practically weaned from the allurements and 
follies of the world, and characterised by separation 
to God from all evil, and childlike simplicity in 



8 THE DESIRE OF GOD

the pathway of faith, so that we can say with 
David, “ My soul is as a weaned child.”

No. 3.
A Place for the Lord.

In Psalm cxxxii. David seeks a place for the Lord- 
Rejoicing in Him and in His plenteous redemption, 
and weaned in spirit from the world, he is now 
free from himself to seek the Lord’s interests. 
It is a lovely psalm, and contains the earnest 
and heartfelt breathings of a truly godly soul. 
He prays to be remembered as the one who, in 
the midst of afflictions, had kept his integrity 
and given the Lord that which was His due, 
the first place in his thoughts. He had vowed, 
saying, “ Surely, I will not come into the tabernacle 
of my house, nor go up into my bed; I will not 
give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine 
eyelids, until I find out a place for the Lord, an 
habitation for the mighty God of Jacob ” (Ps. 
cxxxii. 3-5).

The ark of the covenant, the symbol of Jehovah’s 
presence amongst His people, and where (between 
the cherubim which overshadowed the mercy
seat) the shechinah glory dwelt, had been carried 
away by the enemies of God’s people Israel. 
This showed the low estate into which they had 
fallen. Such a sad event had long and deeply 
grieved the godly soul of David, and his spirit 
could not rest till he had found a place for the Lord, 
and an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. 
Bethlehem Ephratah was the place of his birth, 
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and it was there that news of the ark reached 
him. Hence we find him adding in v. 6, “ So we 
heard of it at Ephratah ; we found it in the fields 
of the wood.”* And the Spirit at once leads 
him to look forward in faith to the blessed day 
when the glory of the Lord (now departed) shall 
return and dwell among His people, saying, “We 
will go into his tabernacles, we will worship at 
his footstool ” (v. 7).

Following upon this, as has often been remarked, 
we get three remarkable petitions, and the answer 
that the Spirit of Christ at once supplies to them. 
In each case the blessing promised is richer than 
the psalmist’s petition.

Firstly, in v. 8, ‘£ Arise, O Lord, into thy rest; 
thou, and the ark of thy strength.”

In v. 14 comes the answer, “ This is my rest 
for ever : here will I dwell; for I have desired it.” 
And in addition, “ I will abundantly bless her 
provision: I will satisfy her poor with bread” 
(v. 15).

Secondly, in v. 9, “ Let thy priests be clothed 
with righteousness ; and let thy saints shout for

In v. 16 the answer is, “I will also clothe her 
priests with salvation : and her saints shall shout 
aloud for joy.”

Thirdly, in v. 10, “ For thy servant David’s 
sake turn not away the face of thine anointed.”

In v. 17 the answer is, “ There will I make the 
horn of David to bud : I have ordained a lamp for

* Or “ of Jaar ” ; used here poetically perhaps for Kirjath- 
jearim. (Note New Trans.)—J.N.D. 
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mine anointed. His enemies will I clothe with 
shame : but upon himself shall his crown flourish.”

Verses 11—13 appear to be more a reply to the 
first verses of the psalm.

When we come to the spiritual application of 
this beautiful psalm, in connection with Christ 
and ourselves, we find it sets forth an experience 
more or less realised by many of the redeemed 
of God. Brought by His great grace to enter 
upon the enjoyment of His plenteous redemption, 
and weaned through exercise of heart and 
conscience from the world in all its phases, 
whether openly wicked or religious, godly souls 
on all sides desire to meet the Lord, and to give 
Him the glory that is due to His Name, as well 
as His rightful place in the midst of His people. 
He is the holy One and the true, and presents 
Himself thus to His own at the present moment 
(Rev. iii. 7).

In Christendom, as in the world generally, 
He has been practically displaced by man. But 
it is His great delight to get His rightful place 
in the hearts of His saints, and to have them 
gathered around Himself. The well-known 
scripture, “ For where two or three are gathered 
together in (or unto) my name, there am I in 
the midst of them,” is cited on all hands, but of 
what value can it be in His eyes to attach His 
holy Name to our meetings, unless our affections 
are drawn in the Spirit’s power to Himself, 
there, and there alone, does He delight to be. 
No others can truly claim His presence in the 
midst. A name to live and yet dead; a form 
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of godliness with the power thereof denied; 
drawing nigh to God with the lip but with the 
heart far from Him ; to profess to know Him but 
in works to deny Him ; to carry no oil with our 
lamps; these things are all valueless, yea, 
hateful in His eyes. He must and will have 
reality. Let us then, if we know His love, be 
exercised as David was.

If our hearts are really free from ourselves, 
and beat true to Him who has freed us, we shall 
desire His company, and come to the living Stone, 
on the other side of death. There we shall find 
others also. And all who thus reach Him enter 
into the truth of God?s habitation (1 Pet. ii. 4, 5). 
David’s deep desire is thus in a spiritual way 
fulfilled for us. We find out a place for the Lord, 
an habitation for the mighty God.

We also can make similar petitions, and we 
shall receive the same rich answer. Gathered 
together to the holy and precious Name of the 
Lord Jesus, we taste the joy of His presence. 
He becomes our true and only Centre. In the 
midst of His loved ones He finds rest, a home, 
and the desire of His heart. And abundantly 
blessed with the rich provision of His love and 
grace, our poor hearts are satisfied (Matt, xviii. 
20 ; 1 Pet. ii. 7).

Taught by the Holy Spirit, we enter upon our 
priestly calling, and we draw near, clothed with 
salvation, to offer up spiritual sacrifices to God, 
acceptable through Jesus Christ, and in the happy 
company of His saints, sing aloud for joy (1 Pet. 
ii. 5).
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The horn of the true David being made to bud 
(figure of resurrection) we become associated with 
Christ, in resurrection life ; there we enjoy the 
light of the presence of the anointed One whose 
lamp God has ordained, and the brilliancy of 
which illumines all. On the other hand His 
enemies, despisers of Him whom God delighteth 
to honour, shall be clothed with shame. But 
upon Himsdf, the true and only King (for the 
moment rejected) shall His crown flourish; for 
shortly He, under whose sway we have already 
come, shall appear in power and great glory, 
surrounded with His saints (now rejected with 
Him), when His blessed and beneficent rule 
shall be submitted to and enjoyed by all. For 
“ the Lord shall be King over all the earth; in 
that day shall there be one Lord, and his name 
one ” (Zech. xiv. 9).

No. 4.
Unity.

In Psalm cxxxiii. is set forth the pleasantness 
and preciousness of unity. “ Behold, how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity! ” Generally speaking, when 
we meet with the word, “ Behold,” in scripture, 
it calls our attention to something important. 
In this passage it is no exception. The importance 
of unity among God’s people, unity in accordance 
with His word, can scarcely be over estimated. 
Having expressed his exercises in relation to the 
Lord in Psalm cxxxii. the psalmist is occupied 
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next with the good of His people. He longs for 
their unity; for unity is a first principle of God 
in relation to His people. His mind is, of course, 
imbued with Jewish thought, for Christianity 
was not yet revealed. The twelve tribes of 
Israel formed one nation—God's nation. And 
they were all brethren. All their privileges, 
interests, and hopes, as forming one nation, were 
one, given to them by Jehovah their God. And 
a corresponding responsibility devolved upon 
them to answer morally to the blessed unity in 
which He had set them. It was good and 
pleasant to dwell together in it. This was the 
desire of the Lord for them into which David 
entered. Alas ! how shortlived was their answer 
to it. The Spirit leads him to pen two lovely 
figures of this unity.

Firstly, he says, “It is like the precious 
ointment (or oil; Exodus xxx. 22-5) upon the 
head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s 
beard, that went down to the skirts of his 
garments ” (a 3). Aaron, the high priest, was 
anointed with the holy anointing oil, to which 
none could compare, and like which none other 
was to be made (under penalty of death). It 
was a compound of principal spices, pure myrrh, 
sweet cinnamon, sweet calamus, cassia, and olive 
oil, by certain weights or measures, according to 
the shekel of God’s sanctuary. And this anointing 
oil ran down from his head upon the beard, even 
to the skirts of his garment. We take this to 
set forth his appearing before the Lord in all 
the rich fragrance and perfume of this holy oil 
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as the high priestly representative of His people 
Israel, viewed as one, embracing every individual 
in all the twelve tribes.

Secondly, he adds, “ As the dew of Hermon, 
and as the dew that descended upon the mountains 
of Zion ” (v. 2). This lovely figure, following upon 
the other, has a very similar signification. One 
can picture the lofty summit of this beautiful 
mount Hermon, covered with the morning dew, 
and see it gradually descending its sides, and 
spreading out far and wide upon the lower 
mountains of Zion, till all were covered. Thus 
the dew of God’s blessing would rest upon them 
one and all, setting forth again, in this striking 
manner, the unity of His people Israel.

And all these things which were written 
aforetime, were written for our learning, and for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
world (or age) are come (1 Cor. x. 11). Unity in 
the midst of the many divisions of Christendom 
is a vital truth for God’s saints at the present 
moment. It is all-important, as we have seen, 
for those who are redeemed and weaned to give 
Christ His place, to be subject to Him as Lord, 
and Head, and Priest. But it is also of deep 
moment that those who profess so to do, should 
themselves dwell together in unity. How good 
and how pleasant it is in the eyes of the Lord! 
God’s principle of unity is. separation to Christ, 
His Son, from all evil. Christ is its divine centre 
of attraction, the Spirit its power, the one true 
church its circumference, holiness in separation 
from all evil its character, peace its uniting bond.
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In the Old Testament the twelve tribes of 
Israel formed one nation before God. In the 
New we get Israel scattered, and a new unity. 
In the end of Ephesians i. God gives Christ, the 
One whom Israel rejected and the world knew 
not, to be Head on high over all things to the 
church, which is His body, the fulness of Him 
which filleth all in all (Eph. i. 23). By the Holy 
Ghost, proceeding from the living Head in glory 
and taking up His abode in believers on earth, 
the body is formed. By one Spirit the Head and 
the body are one. Thus the church is of Christ, 
as Eve was taken out of Adam. First the 
believing Jew, and then the believing Gentile 
received the gift of the Holy Ghost. The two 
by one and the same Spirit became one, members 
of one body, Christ’s body.

In the end of chapter ii. the church is viewed 
as a building. In Christ all the building fitly 
framed together groweth unto an holy temple 
in the Lord. This includes all true Christians, 
from the day of Pentecost till Christ claims His 
heavenly saints for glory. Then in y. 22 the 
apostle adds, “ In whom ye also are builded 
together for an habitation of God through (or in) 
the Spirit.” This is the church viewed at any given 
moment in the aspect of a building on the earth.

After a parenthetical unfolding in chapter iii. 
of further truth in relation to the church as the 
mystery (or secret) hidden in past ages, but now 
revealed, and of the body formed of both Jew 
and Gentile : in the opening of chapter iv., we get 
a remarkable exhortation to unity. Let us beg 
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each reader to ponder this carefully and prayer
fully. It will be well to cite the whole passage, 
as it has so deeply important a bearing on the 
subject before us. “ I therefore, the prisoner 
of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with 
all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love ; endeavouring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even 
as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all ” (chapter iv. 1-6).

Having unfolded the vocation in chapter i-iii., 
the apostle beseeches the saints to walk worthy 
of it, and goes on to show the spirit which is 
necessary in order to do so. It is the Spirit of 
Christ, in all lowliness and meekness, with long
suffering, and forbearance of one another in love. 
This must characterise us, before we could possibly 
carry out v. 3, namely, “ Endeavouring to keep 
(or, more correctly, using diligence to keep, New 
Trans. J. N. D.) the unity of the Spirit in the 
(uniting) bond of peace.” It is important to 
notice that the exhortation is not to make a unity, 
nor to form a union or association. Neither is it 
to keep the unity of the body, or of our own 
spirits. But to maintain the unity of the Spirit. 
This unity exists by the presence of the Spirit, 
and all Christians, viewed normally as such, are 
in it. The exhortation is to maintain it in a 
practical way, by the manifestation of the lovely 
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traits of the Spirit of Christ in the uniting bond 
of peace. Every element and working of the 
flesh, which would be contrary to and grieve 
the Spirit and break the bond of peace, is thus 
shut out. It is based on the end of chapter ii.— 
the third chapter coming in parenthetically in 
connection—and amongst other things the saints 
should answer to the spiritual character of the 
building, in seeking to be characterised by that 
for which the apostle prays in vv. 14-21.

The saints being viewed as builded together in 
Christ for a habitation of God in the Spirit, we 
are to keep this unity. The One who dwells 
there is holy, and hence the saints are responsible 
to answer to Him. The habitation is to be holy. 
“ Be ye holy, for I am holy ” (Ps. xxvi. 8 ; 1 Pet. 
i. 16).

Many have treated chapter iv. 3 as though it 
were a question of keeping the unity of the body. 
If this were so, we should have to go on in practical 
fellowship with every one who is believed to be 
a member of the body, whatever his doctrine or 
state. This would lead to endless confusion and 
deep dishonour to God. Scripture is very exact. 
It is a question of the unity of the Spirit. Hence 
what the Spirit cannot sanction, must not be 
sanctioned by the saints. But in earnestly 
striving to maintain the unity of the Spirit in 
the uniting bond of peace, we must recognise 
in a practical way that “ there is one body and 
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling. One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
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through all, and in you all ” (w. 4-6). But let 
us also bear in mind that there was a unity 
formed from the day of Pentecost, by the gift, 
and presence, and power of the Spirit, among 
the Christians of Jewish origin, and that those 
from among the Gentiles were brought in later.

Space will not permit us to enter into further 
detail in relation to these latter verses, but we 
feel it is incumbent upon us whilst treating of 
this subject, in the present state and practice of 
Christendom, to press upon our readers that this 
vital truth of unity precludes every form of 
sectarianism and independency. These things are 
the very antithesis of unity, and carefully refused 
by the Spirit of God (1 Cor. i. 9-16).

God gave Christ to be Head, as we have seen, and 
hence any other head but Christ is a false head. 
And any union, or association, or meeting together 
of Christians other than in the unity formed by 
the Spirit’s presence is a false unity. The church 
is constituted indissolubly one by the presence 
of the Spirit—one building, one body. Hence 
it is impossible for the Spirit to sanction any 
assembly of Christians as having the true character 
of the church of God, that disregards this great 
truth. God, who is faithful, has called his people 
to the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. And the only true ground of assembling 
is in the fellowship of Christ’s death (1 Cor. i. 9 ; 
x. 15-21). This fellowship is a spiritual one, and 
we enter into it as we realise that we are risen 
with Christ. The church, formed by the Spirit, 
is one throughout the world, and aU who compose 
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it should keep the Spirit’s unity. There may be 
only some (few or many) in a locality who do so, 
but each local gathering is responsible to maintain 
the glory of Christ, and to act in the unity of 
the whole church of God. Independency of 
individuals or companies must be refused in 
the gracious and faithful spirit of Christ, and 
according to divine order, at all costs.

The church is not a combination of meetings 
partially or wholly independent, but one spiritual 
building and one body composed of many members. 
Distance is nothing to the Spirit of God, but it is 
to us, and as all cannot actually assemble together, 
local gatherings are necessary on the earth (with 
certain consequent local responsibilities), but 
each should act in the Name of the Lord, and in 
the power of the Spirit, on behalf of the whole, 
so that mutual and practical fellowship and 
confidence may reign throughout. The fact that 
many believers do not apprehend it, and remain 
in the various sects and parties of Christendom, 
in no way alters the privilege and responsibility 
of those who do. And it will always remain a 
duty incumbent on His people until He come.

Moreover, to refer to the figure employed by 
the psalmist, whenever in this day of our Lord’s 
absence His saints dwell together in this blessed 
unity, they participate, even to the most remote 
member, in the unction and fragrance of the 
Spirit’s presence and power. Proceeding from 
Christ, the living Head on high, He dwells in all 
the members of Christ’s body ; and they are before 
God in all the favour and fragrance of Christ. 
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The Spirit, like the holy anointing oil, or the 
dew of Hermon, flows down from Christ upon 
the whole church of God. Blessed indeed is the 
portion of those who enter into and enjoy it.

Many Christians, in a more or less low state 
of soul, occupied with the failure of man and 
the scattered condition of the church, have lost 
heart, and are tossed to and fro by the increasing 
tide of evil. But as long as Christ is seated at 
God’s right hand, and the Holy Ghost, a divine 
Person, dwells in His saints on earth, our 
responsibility to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
remains. And it will continue till Christ our 
Lord shall come.

No. 5.
Life for Evermore.

In Psalm cxxxiii., after having referred to the 
mountains of Zion, the psalmist closes with the 
precious statement, “ For there (in Zion) the Lord 
commanded the blessing, even life for evermore” 
(or, for the age. See note N. T.). Zion will be 
God’s centre for restored Israel in the coming age. 
And where He records His Name, there it is that 
He will bless. He commands the blessing, “ life 
for evermore,” life out of death, in the midst of 
a scene of death. This is the first mention in 
scripture of this wondrous life being the portion 
of His people, the commanded blessing for a 
restored and converted Israel in the kingdom 
of Messiah. The remnant of the tribes, now 
sleeping in the dust of the earth, shall awake and 
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come forth to everlasting life, when the Deliverer 
shall come out of Zion (Dan. xii. 1-2 ; Rom. xi. 26).

But in the interim of Israel’s dispersion, God 
is taking out a people for His Name, a heavenly 
company composed of both Jews and Gentiles; 
and He has commanded His blessing for them 
also. The gift of God is eternal life (Rom. vi. 
23). “ God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him, should not perish, but have everlasting 
life” (John iii. 16). Whosoever believes in His 
Son, receives this inestimable gift (John vi. 47). 
It is in Him (1 John v. 11), and we have it in 
Him (1 John v. 12 ; Rom. vi. 23). He Himself 
said, “ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life . . . is passed from (out 
of) death into life ” (John v. 24).

This life, which God gives us, is life that has 
proved victorious over death. The Son, in whom 
life was (John i. 4) went into death for the glory 
of God, but it was not possible that He should 
be holden of it. He came forth again in resur
rection life and power, as He said to John, “ Fear 
not, I am the first and the last: I am he that 
liveth (or the living One) and was (or, became) 
dead; and, behold I am alive for evermore, 
Amen; and have the keys of hell (hades) and 
of death” (Rev. i. 18). This testimony of His 
mighty victory fell from His own blessed lips 
as the risen One.

And now God in righteousness delivers His 
own from the state of sin and death, and from 
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under the power of Satan, by the death of Christ, 
His Son. And He brings us into life out of death, 
and beyond death for ever, in Him, the risen One. 
“ I am the resurrection and the life : he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live : and whosoever liveth and bdieveth in me 
shall never die. Believest thou this ? ’ ’ He intro
duces us into a new region of life, where death 
has never been, nor can ever come. It is life 
for evermore, the commanded blessing of God. 
And at Christ’s return, mortality being swallowed 
up of life, and death in victory, we shall then 
enjoy it without let in His presence for ever 
(2 Cor. v. 4; 1 Cor. xv. 54).

All who have life in the Son of God (1 John v. 
20) form part of God’s assembly. And it is in 
the assembly that eternal life is enjoyed. We 
have it now in His Son, and we shall shortly 
enjoy it with Him in the day of His display, and 
we shall enjoy it for ever. “ Your life is hid with 
Christ in God. When Christ who is our life shall 
appear (or be manifested) then shall ye also appear 
(or be manifested) with him in glory ” (Col. iii. 4). 
The unction and fragrance of the Spirit’s holy 
presence, and eternal life in the Son of God, are 
two great blessings into which God brings those 
who compose His assembly. How richly blessed 
are all who enter upon it!

No. 6.
Blessing and Praise.

In Psalm cxxxiv, and in the commencement of 
Psalm cxxxv. we get an overflow of blessing and 
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praise. What more fitting sequel to what we 
have been looking at in the previous Psalms! 
“Behold, bless ye the Lord, all ye servants of 
the Lord, which by night stand in the house of 
the Lord. Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, 
and bless the Lord. The Lord that made heaven 
and earth bless thee out of Zion.”

And shall not we bless the Lord, who in this 
wondrous day of grace have been set apart to 
serve Him ? As we sit at rest before Him, with 
hearts filled to overflowing, realising our place 
in the assembly of God during the night of this 
poor world, and our privilege to draw near to 
God in the sanctuary, how can we refrain our bps 
from praising Him ? Enjoying His plenteous 
redemption, weaned from the world—with the 
Lord Himself in our midst happy in the fellowship 
of His saints who compose the assembly—pos
sessing eternal life, how shall our hearts do other
wise than well over, as we respond to the love 
of Him who has so richly blessed us, and our bps 
give expression to our joy in and before Him in 
blessing and praise?

“ Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the name of the 
Lord ; praise him, 0 ye servants of the Lord. 
Ye that stand in the house of the Lord, in the 
courts of the house of our God, praise the Lord ; 
for the Lord is good : sing praises unto his name ; 
for it is pleasant. For the Lord hath chosen 
Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar 
treasure” (Ps. cxxxv. 1-4).

And now He has set apart His chosen heavenly 
saints unto Himself, and revealed to us by the 
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Holy Ghost that the church is His peculiar treasure. 
This is the reason of our praise. “ Whoso offereth 
praise glorifieth me.” “ By him therefore, let 
us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks (or, 
confessing) to his name ” (Heb. xiii. 15). Praise 
ye the Lord. It delights the heart of God to have 
us in His presence, our hearts rejoicing before 
Him, happy and free, whilst united praise 
flows forth to the Father and the Son, in the 
power of the Holy Ghost. It is what He seeks. 
Worship in spirit and in truth, blessing, praise, 
thanksgiving and adoration, the varied expression 
of our varied joys in Him, and for what He has 
wrought, ascend as a sacrifice acceptable and as 
a sweet savour before God.

May God in His rich grace give each of our 
readers to ponder carefully these precious things, 
that as a redeemed and weaned people, the Lord 
may have His right place in our hearts. And 
farther that in the realisation of His presence, in 
the fellowship of the Spirit’s unity, and in the 
enjoyment of eternal life, we may answer to the 
desire of His heart to have a company of spiritual 
worshippers before Him. May we be found 
seeking in all things to render unto Him the glory 
that is due to His great and holy Name, as we 
await the coming of His Son our Lord, to introduce 
us into all the Uessedness of His glorious presence 
for ever.
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