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FOREWORD 

e Psalms (or Songs) are, in the Hebrew, 
ded into five books, each closing with a 
;tiful doxology. 
aim 41 completes the first book and ends 

" the words, "Blessed be the God of Israel, 
everlasting to everlasting. Amen and 

e second book begins with Ps. 42 and ends 
Ps. 72 and its ascription of praise to God: 

*ssed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
•Amly doeth wondrous things. And blessed 
is glorious name for ever, and let the whole 
;i be filled with His glory. Amen and 
% " 
Jom Ps. 73 to Ps. 89 we have the third 

with the doxology, "Blessed be the Lord 
"vermore. Amen and Amen." 
;ok four—Ps. 90 to Ps. 106 —ends with, 
sed be the Lord God of Israel from ever-
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lasting to everlasting: and let all the people 
say, Amen. Praise ye the Lord." 

The fifth book closes with a Hallelujah 
Psalm, a beautiful finish to the entire collec
tion. 

In matter of contents, these books corres
pond, in their order, to the first five books of 
the inspired Word, and are full of deepest in
struction. 

Those psalms only are dwelt upon in this 
little volume, which expressly breathe the 
Spirit of Christ, and the author is fully con
scious of the fragmentary character of these 
meditations. It is, however, sent out with the 
earnest desire and prayer that the Lord may 
use some thoughts contained therein, in the 
comfort and encouragement of His people. 

"Let the words of my mouth, and the medi
tation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, 
OLord" (Ps.l9:14). 



Christ in the Psalms 



Key to the Book of Psalms 

Where the same psalms appear under different headings, they will be found 
to refer to column subjects 

Millennium 
anticipated 

BOOK 1 

Pa. 9 
" 14,15 
'" 18 
" 21 
" 29 
" 30 
" 31 
" 33 
" 34 

BOOK 2 

Pa. 50 
" 52,53 
" 60 
" 65 
" 67 

BOOK 3 

Pa. 75 
" 78 
" 81,82 
" 84,85 
" 87 
" 89:1-18 

BOOK 4 

Pa. 95 
" 96,97,98 
" 101,102 
" 104 

Voice of 
Messiah 

Pa. 106 

BOOK 5 

Pa. 1-07 
" 108 
" 110-115 
" 116 
" 122 
" 126-129 
" 132 

Millennium 
established 

BOOK 1 

Pa. 8 
" 24 

BOOK 2 

P«. 45 
" 46-48 
" 66 
" 68 
" 72 

BOOK 3 

Pa. 76 

BOOK 4 

Pa. 93 
" 99.100 
" 103 
" 105 

BOOK 5 

P*. 117 
" 118 
" 133-136 
" 145-150 

Spirit of 
Christ 

BOOK t 

Ps. 1 
•• 2 
" 4 
" 34:1-5 

BOOK 2 

Pa. 61-63 
" 70 

BOOK 3 

Pa. 88 
" 89:46-52 

* 

BOOK 4 

Pa. 91,92 

BOOK 5 

Pa. 139 
" 144 

1 Christ 
personally 

BOOK 1 

Pa. 2 
" 16 
" 20 
" 22 " 23 .. 3 ] 
" 35 
" 40 

BOOK 2 

Pa. 69 

BOOK 3 

BOOK 4 

BOOK 5 

The 
remnant 

BOOK 1 

Pa. 10 
•« 19 
" 20 
" 2.1 
" 29 
" M 
'• 33 
?l&6 

BOOJ^Sfc 

•; 4%r-**: 
" 4© #.5$ 

BOOK i 

Pa. TfJ7+» •? 
„ yg 

•• 7 9 « B Q « * 
•• «mtM 
" 84 ,85 '< 
" 87 

BOOK 4 

Pa. 90 
" 94 

BOOK * 5 | 
Pa. 107 , t 

" 1 1 8 - V 

" 122 "• 
" 123-125' 
" 126-129 
" 130 t 
" 134,134 
" 137.138 
" t39 , 
" 140-143 
" 144 

Spirit of 
Christ in 

the remnant 

BOOK 1 

Pa.-l 
" 3,4,5-7 
" 8 ,9 
" 11-13 
" 14,15 
" 17,18 
" 23.24 
" 25-28 
" 30,31 
" 34:6-22 
" 35 
" 37,38 
" 40,41 

i BOOK 2 

?PB. 54-58 
&» 59 
' " 61 63 
,' " 64 

" 70 
t » 7 l 

i BOOK 3 

'Pa 86 
| " 8 8 

?•> 
f1 

BOOK 4 

I&¥ v 0 K 5 

"t / 
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Christ in the Psalms 

From the accompanying Key it will readily 
he seen that the Book of Psalms, or Songs 
(for in the original the book was written in 
poetic form), contains a variety of subjects. 
jEhe most precious and instructive are those 
|?hich expressly breathe the Spirit of Christ; 
Sometimes in association with the remnant of 
Israel, and at other times* personally. 
| | To the disciples, sorely perplexed and doubt-

the Lord appeared on the first day of the 
j|eek, stilling their fears, bidding them behold 
His hands and His feet (Luke 24:40), instruct
ing them out of the Scriptures as to the things 
Ktatcerning Himself! What a memorable mo-
jlent, when He unfolded from the Pentateuch, 
Kophets and Psalms, truths hitherto unknown, 
•Rich so unmistakably spoke of His sufferings 
Hjl the glory that should follow! 
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Let us, with unshod feet and chastened 
spirits, enter the "Holy of holies," and muse 
for awhile upon the varied unfoldings of glory 
which cluster round the adorable Person of 
our Holy Lord—blessed Antitype of the Ark 
of the Covenant with its accompanying Mercy 
Seat. 
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PSALM 1 

What could be more fitting than that the 
entire collection of Psalms should be prefaced 
by two psalms which unmistakably speak of 
Christ! 

Psalm 1 breathes the spirit of Christ in the 
separateness of His pathway. 

"Blessed is the Man that walketh 
not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
por standeth in the way of sinners, 
l o r sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 
pu t His delight is in the law of the Lord, 
jthd in His law doth He meditate day and night. 
p.nd He shall be like a tree 
frfanted by the rivers of water, 
Jhat bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 
p i s leaf also shall not wither, 
ind whatsoever He doeth shall prosper." 

To whom could these words apply in their 
Rbsoluteness, save our blessed Lord, in His holy 
lltmanity? 

Who else could claim to measure up to these 
poly sentiments? Here in manhood, born of 
Bie Virgin, we read, "He grew in favor with 
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God and man." Ever "that Holy Thing," there 
was no taint of sin in Him. That holy life 
was ever lived under the eye of the God He 
came to glorify. 

Never a word spoken had He to retract, or 
a step taken had He to retrace. All found per
fect acceptance with heaven. But not only all 
that was outward found fullest acceptance — 
which the human eye might have observed and 
appreciated—but those hidden energies which 
prompted the acts, seen only by the eye of God, 
were as precious ointment poured forth. 

In the offerings, the fat, the kidneys, the 
caul, the liver (that which speaks of hidden 
energy), was the food of God—all was burned 
upon the burnt offering altar, and went up as 
a sweet savor to His throne. 

Here, in the first psalm, our Lord is seen in 
absolute separation from all that is contrary 
to God, as altogether apart Irom those things, 
which characterize the natural man. He was 
"separate from sinners,"—no compromise, no 
association with evil, a Man wholly apart, and 
yet the most accessible! 

One interesting feature in the Psalms is that 
frequently we find a psalm in one book which 
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has a corresponding psalm in another! In this 
way, Psalm 1 and Psalm 119 are closely allied, 
and the latter gives the secret of power in the 
life of the godly man mentioned in Psalm 1. 
Psalm 1:2 says, "His delight is in the law of 
the Lord," while Psalm 119 shows the pre
servative power of God's law, Word, testi
monies and statutes. 

Day and night the blessed Man meditated in 
Jehovah's precepts—they were His constant 
delight; and in all this, beloved, "He has left 
us an example that we should follow His steps." 
In Isaiah 53:2 it was predicated of Jehovah's 
Servant, "He shall grow up before Him as a 
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry 
ground." The one green thing in the midst 
of a desert-world of sin, the blessed Lord ever 
provided refreshment for the eye and heart of 
God. "Like a tree, planted by the rivers of 
water," He found His sustenance in the will of 
the One He came to glorify. To His wonder
ing disciples He said, "I have meat to eat that 
ye know not of." "I delight to do Thy will, 0 
God," was ever the language of His heart. Like 
the evergreen tree, verdant and lovely, "His 
leaf also shall not wither," and the Father was 
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glorified in the Son, by His bearing much fruit; 
thus He fulfilled the words of the psalm which 
says, "That bringeth forth His fruit in His 
season,... and whatsoever He doeth shall pros
per." Well might the crowd which thronged 
Him say, "He hath done all things well." 

"Wherever we follow Thee, Lord, 
Admiring, adoring, we see-

That love which was stronger than death 
Flow out without limit and free." 
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PSALM 2 

The first two psalms form a fitting intro
duction to the whole collection, and are a kind 
of preface giving us the double character of 
the book: first (as seen in Psalm 1), a godly 
remnant—with whom Christ is identified—in 
the midst of the ungodly; second (as seen in 
Psalm 2) , God's counsels as to the Anointed 
King in Zion. 

It has been pointed out that the various 
titles, or names, of God used in the Psalms are 
helpful, as indicating their subject matter, 
though we lose somewhat their meaning in our 
translation. 

In the first Book of Psalms (1 to 41) "Lord," 
or "Jehovah," occurs upward of 270 times; 
"God," or "Elohim," 50 times. In the second 
book (42 to 72), "Jehovah" is used less than 
30 times; while "Elohim" is found about 200 
times. An example is seen in Psalms 14 and 
53. In Psalm 14 we have, "Jehovah looked 
down from heaven," while in Psalm 53 it is, 
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"Elohim looked down from heaven." The rea
son for this is that in the first book Judah 
is looked at as in the land, and Zion is owned 
as the true earthly centre, so that the people 
are seen as in covenant relationship with Je
hovah, while in the second book the people are 
seen as outcast from the land, and Jerusalem 
is no longer God's centre on earth; hence the 
creatorial title is more largely used. 

The first book gives us a gospel presentation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ's position as on earth, 
then exalted in heaven, answering to Peter's 
ministry as seen in the Acts. 

Another has said (and it is of utmost im
portance in reading the Psalms), "The more 
we seize the idea that it is the Jewish remnant 
with which Christ, entirely Man—yet shown 
to be Jehovah—identifies Himself, the more we 
shall understand the path of Christ Himself. 
The remnant is seen in the presence of the 
day of the Lord. God will then execute His 
judgment to set His King in Zion." 

The world in revolt! Apostasy rampant! 
The Gentiles banded together in sworn alle
giance, determined to throw off all restraint, 
and have done with God and His Anointed! 
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What a scene of wickedness, what an exhibi
tion of man's will! If the devil in the early 
history of the world sought to make the crea
ture apostate, at last it would seem he has 
fully triumphed! 

But, in Psalm 2, when revolt has reached its 
height, and poor puny man has dared to throw 
himself upon the buckler of the Almighty, his 
violent dealing returns upon his own head. "He 
that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh; the 
Lord shall have them in derision." His answer 
to this world-wide opposition to divine author
ity is : "Yet have I set My Anointed upon My 
holy hill of Zion." This Blessed One has ever 
been the Man of God's counsels—the One He 
has had in reserve—fully able to take the gov
ernment of the world (a world of revolt) and 
bring everything into subjection to Himself, 
and finally to hand up the kingdom to God the 
Father, having put down all rule and authority 
and power (1 Cor. 15: 24). Owned as the Son 
(ver. 7) , He is invited to ask for His inheri
tance, "Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the 
heathen for Thine inheritance, and the utter
most parts of the earth for Thy possession; 
Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; Thou 
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shalt dash them in pieces, like a potter's ves
sel." 

This He will do in a later day, when the time 
fixed in the counsels of God shall arrive; mean
while He waits in patience on high. In view 
of the work accomplished upon the cross, we 
find, in that wonderful prayer of John 17 (ver. 
9), "I pray not for the world, but for them 
which Thou hast given Me, for they are Thine." 
These are His interest and His delight during 
the time of His patient waiting. 

But in saluting the King, set upon the holy 
hill Zion,—"Thou art My Son, this day I have 
begotten Thee"—it is as One begotten in time, 
and not His eternal Sonship. Yet we cannot 
separate the two, as we know the former could 
not be apart from the latter, but the Anointed 
Man is before us whom Jehovah owns as Son, 
and this verse Paul quotes in his memorable 
first recorded sermon (Acts 13: 33), distin
guishing its application from resurrection; an
other psalm (16) being quoted for that (Acts 
15:85) . 

With this title and position far-reaching 
counsels are connected. Universal dominion 
and world-wide possession are His, and domin-
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ant authority over the whole world must be 
acknowledged. In view of this, the kings of 
the earth are invited to submit, owning His 
authority: "Serve the Lord with fear, and re
joice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He 
be angry, and ye perish from the way, when 
His wrath is kindled but a little." All this is 
the result of God's establishing His title as the 
Anointed, His King in Zion. 

How naturally our thoughts revert to 
Herod's judgment hall and Pilate's place of 
judgment! There, in His humiliation, the 
sport of wicked men, arrayed by Herod in a 
gorgeous robe (emblem of royalty), the mock
ing crowd set Him at naught. Later, arraigned 
before Pilate, further indignity was meted out 
to this lowly One. Again, a kingly robe was 
put upon Him and a crown of thorns upon His 
head (those thorns which bore witness to man's 
sin and God's curse), and thrusting a reed in 
His hand, they too mocked Him saying, "Hail, 
King of the Jews." 

To this Peter and John applied the second 
psalm, when apprehended by the authorities for 
healing the impotent man at the Beautiful Gate 
of the temple (Acts 3 and 4) . Needless to 
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say this fulfilment was only partial, and, as 
we have seen, the full tide of man's hatred and 
opposition will flood the whole earth until God 
intervenes, and man's fury will spend itself 
impotently upon the "Rock of Ages." In that 
day, "He shall break them with a rod of iron, 
and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." 

What a beautiful contrast the closing words 
present: "Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in Him." Blessed indeed to be associated 
with the Victor in the day of His judgment, and 
how blessed, even now, to repose in quiet con
fidence in Him, patiently waiting through this 
dark night of the world's refusal and rejection 
for the dawning of the day, when the One we 
love shall be universally owned and fully glori
fied. 

"Kings shall fall down before Him, 
And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore Him, 
His praise all people sing. 

Outstretched His wide dominion, 
O'er river, sea and shore; 

Far as the eagle's pinion, 
Or dove's light wing can soar." 
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PSALM 8 

We have already seen that the first two 
psalms lay the basis for the whole collection, 
and these are part of a beautiful series com
prising the first eight psalms, which subdivides 
as follows: Psalms 1 and 2, on the contents of 
which we have meditated already, and Psalms 
3-7, which set forth the condition of the rem
nant consequent upon the rejection of Christ, 
and the Spirit of Christ in association with 
them, in grace entering into their sorrows and 
forming faith in their hearts. This will be char
acteristic in the latter day, and while certain 
verses in the psalms mentioned seem to be the 
voice of Christ personally, they could not ex
press His own personal feeling while on earth, 
though "having learned obedience through the 
things which He suffered" He is able to sym
pathize and speak a word in season to him that 
is weary.* 

*We must not conclude, that because a verse or 
portion of a psalm is quoted in the New Testament as 
applied to the Lord, therefore the whole psalm can be 
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The eighth psalm ends this series, and stands 
uniquely alone. As closing the condition re
ferred to in Psalms 3-7, and bringing in the 
counsels of God in connection with Jehovah's 
Anointed, the remnant is heard exclaiming: 
" 0 Jehovah our Adonim, how excellent is Thy 
name in all the earth, who hast set Thy glory 
above the heavens!" 

In Psalm 2 the Lord is King in Zion, and 
kingdom power and glory is His, but in Psalm 
8 His glory is above the heavens, the sphere of 
power and glory is enlarged, and universal 
dominion is predicated for Him. It is not the 
limited sphere of Messiah's rule, blessed as 
that kingdom will be, but as the Son of Man 
He is seen set over the work of His hands, not 
only over the human race, but over every 
created thing. 

The eighth psalm is referred to several times 
in the New Testament. In John 1 Nathanael's 

applied to Him.' This is dangerous. The Spirit is one, 
and the same Holy Spirit that was upon Him is in His 
people now. But that speech which becomes the Mas
ter does not necessarily become the servant, nor that 
which becomes the Head of the Body become the mem
bers. 
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words are based on Psalm 2, but the Lord's 
reply is based on Psalm 8: "Hereafter thou 
shalt see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man." So also in Luke 9:18-23, the close of 
Ephesians 1, 1 Cor. 15, and Hebrews 2, all of 
which have reference to the larger title and 
glory of Psalm 8. The change of position is 
plainly seen in Matthew's Gospel where, as in 
Luke 9, our Lord "charged His disciples that 
they should tell no man that He was Jesus the 
Christ," and henceforth speaks of Himself as 
Son of Man (chap. 16: 27, 28, etc.). 

Speaking of Psalms 1, 2, and 8, a comment 
by a departed brother is worthy of our careful 
meditation. He says, "At the close of John's 
Gospel we have the three characters noticed on 
which these psalms are founded. God vindi
cates in testimony His rejected Son. He raises 
Lazarus, and the Son of God is glorified there
by. He rides into Jerusalem as King of Israel. 
Then Greeks come up, and He says, "The hour 
is come that the Son of Man should be glori
fied,' but has to take this place in God's purpose. 
He must suffer and die. In chapter 13 there
fore He begins His heavenly place" (J.N.D.). 
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The remnant ascribes praise to Jehovah's 
name, His glory is set above the heavens, and 
in the midst of man's rage and relentless 
hatred God has taken up the weak things, and 
things that are despised, to perfect His praise. 
The second verse of our psalm, "Out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings Thou hast or
dained praise," is quoted by our Lord (Matt. 
21:16) in answering the objection of the chief 
priests and scribes to the children's "Hosan-
na!" The very rejection of His glorious Per
son by the nation only resulted in the opening 
of a wider circle of glory, acquired as Son of 
Man. 

In Hebrews 2 the psalm is quoted at length: 
the Spirit of God giving the answer to the 
questions, "What is man that Thou art mindful 
of him? or the son of man that Thou visitest 
him?" The first question is asked as the glories 
of the heavens are contemplated. What a 
galaxy of glory and marvelous system the 
heavens present! How weak and puny man is 
in comparisqn therewith! 

"Soon as the evening shades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wondrous tale, 
And nightly, to the listening earth, 
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Repeats the story of her birth: 
Whilst all the stars around her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 
And spread the t ruth from pole to pole. 

Forever singing as they shine, 
The Hand that made us is divine." 

But great as are these glories, all must ne
cessarily sink into insignificance in the presence 
of the One under whose feet all will yet be set. 
If man (Adam) in weakness failed in main
taining his God-given place of authority, all 
has been secured for God and the universe in 
the Son of Man. It is in the light of this 
blessed Man that Hebrews 2 interprets the 
remainder of the psalm: "Made a little lower 
than the angels" (Heb. 2 : 9 adds, "for the 
suffering of death"), He is "crowned with glory 
and honor." This—to faith—is the earnest of 
that which is to come! All things are not, as 
yet, seen beneath the feet of the Son of Man; 
indeed, the usurper still wields the sceptre, but 
that glorious day of emancipation for the whole 
creation will soon arrive, and the blessed One 
who alone is worthy, shall be universally owned 
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and praised. What a glorious day that will be 
when: 

"Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
Shall his successive journeys run, 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more." 

"He must reign till He hath put all enemies 
under His feet" (1 Cor. 15:25), and His ex
cellent name shall fill the whole earth (Psalm 
8:9). 
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PSALM 16 

Psalm 16 is one of the titled psalms. Of the 
whole collection there are thirty-four without 
titles, often called "Orphan psalms." The titles 
are fully inspired, and often indicate the con
tents of the psalm and give force and beauty 
to it. 

A translation of the title will generally be 
found in the margin of the Bible, and while 
scholars sometimes differ in judgment, the 
meaning given in our King James' Version is 
usually accepted. 

Some translate the title of Psalm 16, "Mich-
tam of David," as "Jewel Psalm,"* but the 
translation of our King James' Version is gen
erally accepted as correct, "A Golden Psalm." 

Either expresses its beautiful contents, for 
it is indeed a "jewel" among the psalms, and 

'"A Golden Psalm" would be a fitting designa
tion. 

* W. Kelly and others. 
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Psalm 16 commences a beautiful series, the 
group extending over Psalm 24. 

In these we have a very complete presenta
tion of our Lord: Psalm 16 giving His earthly 
pathway; Psalm 22, the cross; Psalm 23, His 
present service as risen and ascended; Psalm 
24, His future, displayed glory. Here in our 
psalm Christ directly and definitely takes His 
place among men. "Forasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, He 
also Himself likewise took part of the same" 
(Heb. 2:14). But His humanity was untainted 
and incorruptible. That "Holy Thing . . . shall 
be called the Son of God," was the angel's mes
sage to Mary. He is here seen, however, in 
fullest association with the godly remnant, and 
gives full character and hope to faith. 

T H E DEPENDENT MAN is before us in ver. 1 
of Psalm 16: "Preserve Me, O God; for in Thee 
do I put My trust." He is a perfect Man, trust
ing in God, the God of Jacob, and owns Him 
Lord. Dependence marked each step of His 
pathway, not an act performed nor a word 
spoken apart from the One He came to glorify. 
How truly it has been said, "He never uttered 
a word He had to retract, nor took a step He 
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had to retrace." Perfect, blessedly perfect in 
His dependence, when Satan, after those forty 
days of fasting in the wilderness, sought to 
overthrow Him; He refused to exercise His 
prerogative and command the stones be made 
bread! In His dependence His refuge was the 
word of God. "It is written," three times re
peated, was His effectual answer to the temp
tations, and Satan was defeated. What a bless
ed example for us! 

THE LOWLY MAN. "My goodness extendeth 
not to Thee, but to the saints that are in the 
earth, and to the excellent (or, they are the 
excellent) in whom is all My delight." Hav
ing "emptied Himself" He assumes fellowship 
with the saints (the Jewish remnant), and 
thus, as in Hebrews 2, "The Sanctifier and the 
sanctified are all of one, for which cause He is 
not ashamed to call them brethren:" all this is 
grace, having taken the path of the servant to 
tread the path of faith, leading on through 
death to fulness of joy at God's right hand. 
This He did outwardly on the banks of Jordan, 
being baptized of John, and thus identifying 
Himself with the poor of the flock—the repent
ant remnant. 
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Paul wrote to the saints in Rome, "Not mind
ing high things, but going along with the 
lowly" (Rom. 12:16, New Trans.). In this, 
the saints would be likeminded with their 
blessed Example. 

T H E SEPARATE MAN (ver. 4) . The great sin 
of Israel was idolatry, and into this they will 
fall again in the latter days (see Matt. 12: 43-
45), and by this "their sorrows" will "be mul
tiplied." This blessed perfect Man would own 
no God but Jehovah. He ever trod a pathway 
of entire separation to God from all that was 
contrary to Him. "Separate from sinners" is 
written of Him, though well we know He was 
most accessible where human need existed. 

T H E SATISFIED MAN (vers. 5, 6) . In this 
perfect pathway this blessed Man found in
finite joy—Jehovah was His portion, His in
heritance and source of joy. "The lines are 
fallen unto Me in pleasant places; yea, I have 
a goodly heritage." Jehovah's portion was His 
people; into this He entered, and His counsels 
were His delight. While He was the "Man of 
Sorrows," there was ever a deep well-spring of 
joy within His heart, that which flowed from 
perfect communion with the God He came to 
glorify. 
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T H E WORSHIPING MAN (ver. 7 ) . Here He 
blesses Jehovah whose counsel guided His way 
and preserved Him as Man; in the night season 
He received, as dependent, instruction from 
the Lord. "The secret of the Lord is with them 
that fear Him," and thus, as alone in commun
ion with God, there was guidance and direc
tion. 

THE STEADFAST MAN (ver. 8). Unswervingly 
He pursued the pathway of obedience and de
pendence, the Lord and His glory guiding His 
every step. "I have set the Lord always before 
Me: because He is at My right hand I shall not 
be moved." Blessedly true are these words of 
our adorable Lord. He could say at the close 
of His pathway, "I have glorified Thee on the 
earth; I have finished the work which Thou 
gavest Me to do." Nothing moved Him, for 
Jehovah was His support, and from the Gar
den of Gethsemane, strengthened by angelic 
ministry, He went forward to the full accom
plishment of God's holy will. 

T H E GLORIFIED MAN (vers. 9-11). Here the 
resurrection is introduced for the first time. 
Jehovah, in whom He delighted and in whom 
He trusted, would not leave His soul in hades, 
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nor suffer His Holy One to see corruption. He 
could go into death with perfect confidence, re
joicing in an undimmed hope, whom should He 
fear? (Ps. 27 :1 ) . The path of life, beyond the 
region of death, Jehovah would reveal. This, we 
know He did most blessedly, and that path led 
on to eternal joys, far eclipsing all the blessings 
of the nation with whom for a brief moment He 
had sojourned. There, His own—as yet—could 
not follow, as the Lord told Peter (John 13: 
33-36). The "Ark" must go into the midst of 
the Jordan to dry up its waters and thus make 
a path for His own to the place where He was 
going. If the path was "a path of life," since 
it led through death it must lead to that which 
lay beyond, viz., the presence of Jehovah, at 
whose right hand there are pleasures forever
more. Thither He has gone, our blessed Fore
runner, having trodden the path of faith be
fore us, and left us an ensample. He has given 
us the light of that path of life beyond the 
region of death, yea, already we have a life 
which belongs not to this region of darkness 
and death, a life which belongs to heaven, 
where we too shall know fulness of joy and 
pleasures forevermore. 
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If a scripture reason were asked for the ap
plication of this psalm to the blessed Lord, 
what more convincing proof could be given 
than that the Spirit of God through both Peter 
and Paul applies these closing verses to Him? 
In Acts 2 : 25-31 the apostle shows clearly that 
the closing verses of Psalm 16 could apply to 
no other. The writer, David, was "both dead 
and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto 
this day," but he adds, "Being a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn by an oath to 
him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to 
the flesh, He would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne: he seeing this before spake of the 
resurrection of Christ, that His soul was not 
left in hades, neither His flesh did see corrup
tion." 

In Paul's first recorded sermon (Acts 13) he 
says, "David saith also in another psalm (16), 
Thou wilt not suffer Thine Holy One to see cor
ruption," and then comes the application to the 
Lord, "David, after he had served his genera
tion by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was 
laid to his fathers and saw corruption, but He 
whom God raised again saw no corruption." 
How blessedly therefore these closing verses 
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tell of His glorious resurrection and ascension 
to the presence of God! 

"Jesus, what memories thrill our hearts, 
Of Thy blessed footprints here, 

While now to heaven we turn our eyes, 
And gaze upon Thee there." 
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PSALM 18 

The title of this most comprehensive psalm 
gives us the circumstances under which it is 
written; and while the letter of it doubtless is 
what the soul of David felt—which the last 
verse clearly shows—in substance it unques
tionably applies to our blessed Lord. 

It is a song of celebration. Jehovah is Him
self the Deliverer, and the writer, in the first 
three verses (which form the thesis of the 
entire psalm), expatiates upon His glorious 
power and declares his trust in Him. In the 
remainder of the psalm—as is usually the case 
—the circumstances are dwelt upon which gave 
rise to the sentiments expressed in the thesis. 
Psalms 16, 17, and 18 are most complete as to 
the Spirit of Christ. In Psalm 16 His thoughts 
are of Jehovah and the saints, having taken 
the place of dependence as Man, perfect in His 
trust, Jehovah His delight. In Psalm 17 He 
is seen in the midst of evil, but perfectly right
eous, the world and Satan overcome, and finally 
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looking on to resurrection glory. In Psalm 18, 
Messiah is seen as the Centre of all God's ways. 
His sufferings are the groundwork of all the 
ways of God from Egypt to the bringing in 
of the glory, the final victory of Christ as Son 
of David. 

That David wrote the psalm is unquestioned 
—2 Sam. 22 makes this clear—but in its en
tirety it could only be true of David's Son, the 
Anointed of Jehovah. In David's distress, we 
see a foreshadowing of those deeper distresses 
and sufferings through which our Lord passed, 
as in Gethsemane. This is the groundwork of 
all the remainder. "In all their afflictions He 
was afflicted, and the angel of His presence 
saved them; in His love and in His pity He 
redeemed them, and carried them all the days 
of old" (Isa. 63 :9 ) . The Lord in spirit here 
takes the remnant's place and goes down into 
the deepest sorrows, not as a vicarious Sufferer 
under the judgment of God, but crying out to 
God under the sorrows of death (vers. 5, 6) . 
The Sufferer crying out to God in distress has 
the consciousness of being heard, "He did hear 
My voice out of His temple, and My cry did 
enter into His ears." This is a contrast to 
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Psalm 22 where the Sufferer finds no response 
to His agonizing cry. 

The weight of death is upon the spirit in this 
psalm, as in Gethsemane, "The floods of un
godly men made me afraid." Actual death 
does not take place in this contemplation, He 
endures its sorrows, He having voluntarily as
sociated Himself with Israel, all the power of 
darkness waging war against Him, as will be 
the case with the godly remnant in the last 
days. 

In vers. 7 to 16, we have, in principle, Is
rael's complete deliverance from Egypt by the 
mighty power of the Saviour God. These, how
ever, were not all the sorrows of Israel, but all 
that they have passed through and will yet 
have to meet, has been anticipated and entered 
into fully by their Deliverer. 

We next find the Righteous One before God * 
(vers. 19-26), taking the place of Israel, and 
therefore all the value of His perfectness is 
before God for them. 

It is necessary, however, to keep in mind 
that we have the state of the remnant personi
fied in David here, hence the words, "I kept 
myself from mine iniquity." We are again 
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reminded how important it is, in reading the 
Psalms, to discern where the Spirit of Christ as 
having voluntarily associated Himself with Is
rael, speaks. Intrinsically perfect, He could 
not say personally "Mine iniquity," for He had 
none. 

Another has pointed out that it is the gov
ernment of God which we have distinctly be
fore us in vers. 25, 26. In the following verse 
we find another side of that government. God, 
in unfailing kindness and mercy, saves the 
afflicted people, and humbles the pride of men. 
"To the righteous there ariseth light in the 
darkness" (Ps. 112:4) . 

In the remaining part of the psalm another 
scene is presented. The One who had in full
est grace associated Himself with His people's 
sorrows, now associates them with Himself in 
victorious power. The power and glory are 
His. "Great deliverance giveth He to His King, 
and showeth mercy to His Anointed, to David 
and to his seed for evermore." Resistless vic
tory marks the latter part of the psalm. 

Verse 43 is worthy of careful meditation! 
Three classes are before us, the people, the 
heathen, and a people not known before. "Thou 
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hast delivered Me from the strivings of the 
people, and Thou hast made Me head of the 
heathen; a people whom I have not known shall 
serve Me." Messiah finds deliverance in God 
from the strivings of ungodly Jews, and is 
made Head of the heathen. An unknown peo
ple are brought under His sway, and this evi
dently in the Millennium. "The Lord liveth," 
is the glad exclamation of faith. 

"Let the God of my salvation be exalted." It 
has been questioned whether Antichrist is al
luded to at the end of verse 48 as "the violent 
man," or whether an enemy from without. The 
latter seems more probable, for were it Anti
christ the praises would be Jewish, but the 
speaker in verse 49 says, "Therefore I will give 
thanks unto Thee, O Lord, among the heathen, 
and sing praises unto Thy name." 
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PSALM 22 

We may briefly review what has already been 
before us by drawing attention to relationships 
in which Christ is prominently and constantly 
set forth. The second psalm, as we have seen, 
is introductory. God's counsels are presented, 
and His King is exalted, to whom every earthly 
potentate must bow. Here He is presented as 
the Son of God. 

In Psalm 8 the Son of Man is seen set over 
all things. 

In Psalms 16, 17 we have the dependent, 
trustful Man, righteous in all His ways, going 
into death, and finally risen, and in glory, the 
Man of joy. 

Psalm 18 presents the Holy Sufferer in whom 
all God's ways centre for Israel. 

Psalm 19 gives the twofold witness of crea
tion and His Word, and Psalms 20 and 21 show 
Messiah exalted, and in judgment on His ene
mies. 
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In Psalm 22 we have ATONEMENT, the grand 
foundation of all blessing, the remnant being 
especially in view, and finally those born in the 
Millennium (see last verse). 

Psalm 23 shows Jehovah as Shepherd, caring 
for the sheep, in the path Christ trod; finally 
His place in glory in the Temple. This psalm 
and Psalm 24 show the result of atonement, a 
sort of supplement, revealing present and fu
ture glory. 

This ends what has been developed as to the 
position of Christ in association with the rem
nant, first introduced in Psalm 16. 

Psalm 22 is the most remarkable of the en
tire collection, since it discloses to us what the 
soul of our adorable Lord passed through when 
upon the cross as the Sin-bearer. 

It occupies a central position (numerically) 
in the first book, which is significant, since this 
first book lays the ground-work for the entire 
collection, as Genesis (to which it corresponds) 
gives principles which lay the basis of all that 
is developed through the Scriptures. 

The cross—centre of two eternities—has laid 
the everlasting foundation for all God's right
eous ways, and insures the fulfilment of all His 
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counsels and purposes. "All the promises of 
God in Him are Yea, and in Him Amen, unto 
the glory of God." 

As is frequently the case in the structure 
of the psalms, the theme is found in the open
ing verse, "My God, My God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me? Why art Thou so far from help
ing Me and from the words of My roaring?" 
The first part of the utterance, as we know, 
were the words which fell from the lips of the 
Holy Sufferer when upon the cross. 

Much of the psalm breathes the anguish of 
spirit the righteous One experienced when He 
suffered at the hands of unrighteous man. 
This is given more in detail in Psalm 69. Taken 
by wicked hands, we see the Holy Sufferer 
"stricken, smitten and afflicted." Made the 
sport of cruel men, mocked, scourged, reviled, 
His back given to the smiters, and His cheeks 
to those who plucked off the hair, He hid not 
His face from shame or spitting. 

"This is your hour," were His words to the 
rabble throng to whom He delivered Himself. 
Man's hour had arrived!—that hour for which 
he had waited through the centuries, when at 
last he could pour out in full tide the bitter 
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hatred and enmity to God which dwelt in the 
human heart. Men in unreasoning hate and 
violence, heartless in cruelty, were as "bulls of 
Bashan," as "dogs," and "ravening and roar
ing" lions, so that He said, "All my bones are 
out of joint, My heart is like wax; it is melted 
in the midst of My bowels." 

"Grief, grief of Love, that drew hate's ev'ry arrow! 
Grief that Thy suff'ring heart only could meet! 

Grief, whence Thy Face of love, shining in sorrow, 
Draws us, adoring, Lord, low at Thy feet!" 

These sufferings were all the more deeply 
felt because it was for Jehovah's sake He bore 
reproach. But the fathers had in measure 
tasted the same violence and reproach from 
unrighteous men. They trusted and were de
livered (ver. 4 ) . Jehovah had promised not to 
leave or forsake them (Deut. 31 : 6), and He 
was faithful that promised. 

But here was a Sufferer outside the prom
ise, who must go into death itself to make the 
promise sure to others! Here was a scene un
paralleled in time or the history of eternity— 
it must stand alone—the wholly righteous One 
abandoned by God! It could not be repeated, 
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as were the sacrifices under the law, else it 
would lose its holy character, and annul the 
witness that God has been fully and completely 
glorified in the settlement of the question of 
good and evil. All that God is as a holy, right
eous God, hating iniquity, has been fully mani
fested and made good. 

But who could stand in the presence of the 
consuming fire? No sinner, surely, for it must 
inevitably mean eternal misery and despair. 
The blessed Son of God gave Himself for this, 
and He who alone could stand in the awful 
storm bore in deep humiliation the full weight 
of God's holy judgment against sin. "But Thou 
ar t holy," was His own answer to that bitter 
cry, and here alone can we get a just estimate 
of what sin is in the sight of God. The holy, 
sinless, spotless One who had glorified God in 
every step of His pathway, was forsaken of 
God because, in His infinite love and devotion, 
He "offered Himself without spot to God," as 
the Sin-bearer. Here in holy reverence we 
may linger, "lost in wonder, love and praise." 
No human mind can fathom the depths of His 
sorrow nor tell the anguish of His holy soul. 
Here His perfection shines out most blessedly. 
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He is perfect in His submission to the holy 
will of God; no will is displayed. He justified 
and glorified God, and sees only perfection in 
His ways. Here He cries, and says in deepest 
humility, "I am a worm, and no man, a re
proach of men and despised of the people." 
There, where His soul was made an offering 
for sin, where perfect obedience and absolute 
devotion to God were most blessedly mani
fested, He laid the foundation of everlasting 
righteousness, and brought in eternal blessing, 
fully and perfectly glorifying God, and laid the 
basis for the complete fulfilment of all His 
counsels. 

What an answer is this to those who dwell 
only on His sufferings at the hand of man! 
The deeper and more bitter sufferings He en
dured as the Sin-bearer, and God, as Judge, 
poured out the vials of His judgment, the hid
ing of whose face was the climax of suffering. 

But the hour of bitter sorrow must end. It 
was not possible that He should be holden of 
death. Having glorified God perfectly, even to 
death, righteousness demands that He be glori
fied, heard "from the horns of the unicorns." 
God on completion of that work raised Him 
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from the dead and has given Him glory. His 
present place is but the earnest of that coming 
day when, as triumphant Victor, He will be 
displayed as King of glory (Ps. 24). "Lift up 
your heads, 0 ye gates; even lift them up, ye 
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall 
come in. Who is this King of glory? The 
Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory." 
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PSALM 40 

The fortieth psalm, sometimes called "The 
burnt offering psalm," is one of the most re
markable in the entire collection, since it brings 
out clearly the position of Christ with Israel. 
It is scarcely necessary to state that Christ, 
personally, is before us, for the Spirit gives 
this application in the epistle to the Hebrews. 

The psalm is of deepest interest and instruc
tion, giving not only the path of the Messiah, 
and His faithfulness, but the Son unreservedly 
offering Himself for the complete fulfilment 
of all the Father's counsels, and His "patiently 
waiting" for Jehovah to intervene—resurrec
tion being the witness of Jehovah's satisfac
tion in His obedience, and as a result, a new 
song sung (as in Ps. 22: 22) in company with 
those with whom He, in grace, identifies Him
self. In the first portion of this beautiful 
psalm we see how complete was Christ's asso
ciation witH the remnant, entering into their 
sins and sorrows, and making them His own. 
In this way, He enters anticipatively into all 
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the trials and sorrows of the spared remnant 
in the time of the great tribulation. Finally, 
deliverance comes, for Jehovah is faithful, and 
the godly trust in Him. The result of this is 
that "many shall see it, and fear, and shall 
trust in Jehovah." 

"I waited patiently for Jehovah, and He in
clined unto me and heard my cry. He brought 
me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the 
miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock and 
established my goings. And He hath put a 
new song into my mouth, even praise unto our 
Elohim; many shall see it, and fear, and shall 
trust in Jehovah" (vers. 1-3). These verses 
give the grand result of Messiah's having taken 
the place of obedience, Jehovah's will His de
light, His association with Israel involving Him 
in deep distress, from which Jehovah delivers, 
and a resultant new song, which is sung in 
association with the remnant—"Praise," he 
says, "unto our God." 

In verse five we see how complete is Christ's 
association with the godly remnant of Israel, 
"Many, 0 Jehovah, My Elohim, are Thy won
derful works which Thou hast done, and Thy 
thoughts which are to its-ward: they cannot be 
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reckoned up in order unto Thee: if I would 
declare and speak of them, they are more than 
can be numbered." This principle is blessedly 
true whatever the dispensation. Jehovah's 
thoughts are always thoughts of blessing, 
whatever may be the testings of the way. 

This brings us to the foundation of it all, the 
coming of our blessed Lord to fulfil completely 
the will of God. We contemplate Him in His 
faithful and devoted walk, and—in our feeble 
measure—enter into the Father's delight in His 
blessed Son's perfect obedience. 

The four principal offerings (Lev. 1 to 4) 
are before us, and these are grouped in a single 
verse in Heb. 1 0 : 8 : "Sacrifice (peace offer
ing), and offering (meat offering), and burnt 
offerings, and offering for sin, Thou wouldest 
not, neither hadst pleasure therein." It is re
markable that in our psalm the first two are 
evidently more linked with, "A body hast Thou 
prepared Me," and the burnt offering and sin 
offering with His delight in doing the Father's 
will. Not that these can be disassociated, for 
all came under the fire (judgment), yet the 
Spirit would evidently give a distinction, and 
however we view our adorable Lord, nothing 
but perfection shines out. 
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How remarkably these verses (6 to 8) con
firm 1 Pet. 1:10,11; for certainly David wrote 
beyond the spirit of his day when offerings 
were the accepted ground of approach to God. 
It is evident that the "Spirit of Christ" is 
heard, and the time anticipated when the whole 
Jewish economy would be set aside, and the 
one great Offering substituted. It will be 
noticed that the words of verse six are some
what differently quoted in Heb. 10: 5, and scep
tical readers have not been slow to point out 
what they deem to be inaccuracy. 

A little careful consideration and comparison 
would convince one ready to bow to the Word 
of God, that the change shows the perfection 
of the Word rather than discrepancy. 

Three scriptures are linked together as por
traying the complete pathway of the Lord as 
Servant of Jehovah, in which the "ear" is men
tioned. In each the words are different. Here 
the literal rendering would be, "Mine ears hast 
Thou digged," that is, He who had hitherto 
commanded now takes the subject place. In 
becoming man, He became servant. Here we 
are permitted to hear, by faith, the voice of the 
Son speaking: "Lo, I come, in the volume of the 
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book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy 
will, 0 My Elohim." The book of eternal coun
sels is open, and those counsels our Lord vol
untarily undertook to carry out. In another 
scripture alluded to—Exodus 21—the ear is 
pierced, and the servant takes the mark of per
petual service. This position our blessed Lord 
took at the cross. 

In Isaiah 50 we have: "The Lord God hath 
given Me the tongue of the learner, that I 
should know how to speak a word in season to 
him that is weary. He waketh Mine ear to 
hear as the learner; the Lord God hath opened 
Mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither 
turned away back." In this, we have the result 
of Christ having taken the servant's place. He 
hears as the learner, ever ready to do the will 
of the One He came to glorify. The Septua-
gint translators of the Old Testament inter
preted the Hebrew, "Mine ears hast Thou 
digged," into Greek, "A body hast Thou pre
pared Me," understanding the expression, 
"Mine ears hast Thou digged," to mean the 
taking a place of obedience and servitude. The 
Holy Spirit sanctions this interpretation by the 
words used in Hebrews 10. How unspeakably 
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blessed, and yet withal solemn, it is that God 
has lifted the veil for us, that we may hear 
what passed between Divine Persons, the Son 
in freest love before taking the human form, 
offering Himself to accomplish divine counsels 
and fulfil the holy will of God! He had not 
only the will but the power to do this. No one 
but a Divine Person could take this place. He 
who was ever the Word has declared to us 
eternal counsels. 

Our blessed Lord, then, was pleased to take 
the body prepared for Him, in which He might 
unreservedly and completely glorify God and 
accomplish His will. This is the blessed foun
dation of all relationship with God. 

"Thou hast prepared," and, "Lo, I come," 
show the most blessed unanimity, the thought 
was one. Then—further—"I delight to do Thy 
will." So, "the Word became flesh." In this 
connection beloved J. N. Darby says in the 
Synopsis, "The Word then assumes a body, in 
order to offer Himself as a sacrifice.. .He came 
to do the will of Jehovah. Now faith under
stands that it is by this will of God (that is, 
by His will who, according to His eternal wis
dom, prepared a body for His Son) that those 
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whom He has called unto Himself for salva
tion are set apart to God." Surely here we are 
on holy ground, and, like Moses of old, might 
well tread with unshod feet the precincts of the 
sanctuary of God's presence, Bowing our hearts 
and worshiping the One whom we love to ad
dress—as did Thomas—"My Lord and my 
God," marvelling at the grace which not only 
stooped low enough to serve, but, having taken 
that place, remains a Servant for ever (Luke 
12:37). 

Then, He alone could say, "Thy law is within 
My heart." Here we find, it would seem, a 
Houble righteousness; first, His faithfulness in 
the path, "I have preached righteousness," and 
secondly, "I have not hid Thy righteousness 
srithin My heart," the righteousness of Jehovah 
and His faithfulness in salvation. He bore 
witness to His loving-kindness and truth, 
pleading the cause of Jehovah. 

As the result of His position, as doing the 
mill of God perfectly, and voluntarily associat
ing Himself with Israel in all their failure, in
numerable evils compassed Him about, and He 
fas bowed beneath the weight of iniquities—not 
His own. The blessed One is overwhelmed, as 
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in Gethsemane, His bloody sweat bearing silent 
witness to the intensity of His suffering and 
anguish, as He sank in deep mire and where 
there was no standing, and came into deep 
waters where the floods overflowed Him. All 
this leads up to deliverance. He waited pa
tiently for Jehovah and "was heard in that He 
feared," since "He cried unto Him who was 
able to save Him out of death." Eesurrection 
and glory is the blessed answer of God to all 
the humiliation and sorrow His pathway in
volved. 

The psalm beautifully closes with an expres
sion of perfect confidence, "But I am poor and 
needy, yet Adonai thinketh upon Me; Thou 
art My helper and My deliverer; make no 
tarrying, O My Elohim." 
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PSALM 45 

The full title of Psalm 45 (and let us always 
remember that the titles are just as much in
spired as the psalms themselves) reads: "To 
the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, for the 
sons of Korah, Maschil, A Song of Loves." The 
title therefore is very full, and indicates the 
character of the contents in a remarkable way. 

Three psalms are entitled "Shoshannim," or 
"Al-shoshannim," meaning "upon lilies"—viz.; 
Psalms 45, 68 and 80. In each case, we have 
the preface, "To the chief Musician." The one 
here addressed would doubtless be the leader 
pi Israel's sweet singers (see 1 Chron. 6:31-
j48). What a mark of grace that the descend
ants of the rebellious Korah (Num. 16) were 
chosen to lead the praises of Israel! For us, 
|he Chief Musician is the One who could say: 
|*In the midst of the assembly will I sing praise 
linto Thee." 

"Upon lilies" has occasioned some contro
versy, but it has been pointed out that the re-
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ferences to the flower in the "Song of Songs" 
help to a right conclusion. A Palestinian writer 
has described the lily of the Holy Land as 
luxuriating in the valleys and usually found 
growing among thorns; he says, "Nothing can 
be in higher contrast than the luxuriant, 
velvety softness of the lily and the crabbed, 
tangled mass of thorns." 

We always associate this lovely flower with 
chastity and beauty, therefore it may well 
speak to us of the holy Manhood of our blessed 
Lord, and all the attractive grace seen so per
fectly in Him, in contrast to this scene where 
the curse occasioned by man's sins still rests. 

It is a "Song of Loves," or, as is usually 
accepted, "A Song of the Beloved," and which
ever way this may be interpreted, it will read
ily be conceded that the psalm is full, blessedly 
full, of Christ. The preface, verse 1, has a 
beautiful alternative reading: "My heart bub-
bleth up with good matter: I speak of the 
things which I have made touching the King: 
my tongue is the pen of a ready writer." The 
heart is full of delight, and while "musing, the 
fire burned," until a burst of praise is poured 
forth to the One whose glorious majesty had 
captivated the writer. 
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Son of Man, yet Son of God, fairer than all 
the earth-born race, He stands uniquely alone, 
transcendent in loveliness. "Grace is poured 
into Thy lips." John's testimony, "Full of grace 
and truth," is surely in beautiful accord with 
what is here written of the King; and "God 
hath blessed Thee forever," speaks of that 
which is beyond the earthly blessing made sure 
to Israel, for whatever is established in Him 
must abide eternally. 

The psalm unfolds the triumphant reign of 
Messiah, and the association of the Jewish rem
nant with Him in the day of His manifested 
glory, when He takes the throne and rules in 
righteousness. It may help us to better under
stand the psalm if we read verses 3 to 5 as a 
parenthesis, showing how the kingdom will be 
established. He comes, not to take the throne 
peacefully, acclaimed by a world grown weary 
of conflict and glad to hail the "Prince of 
Peace," He is bidden to gird His sword upon 
His thigh, and go forth in majesty, glory and 
power. He must subdue all things to Him
self, putting down His enemies. Truth and 
righteousness demand the execution of judg
ment upon the wicked and rebellious inhabi-
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tants of the earth. It is the answer practically 
to the previous psalm (vers. 23-26). The ene
mies of the King and His people fall, and the 
way is prepared for the establishment of the 
Kingdom. 

But the King is indeed King by divine right; 
more — H E IS GOD. The next section of the 
psalm (vers. 6-9) gives Him His proper place. 

Hebrews 1: 8, 9 quotes these verses when 
contrasting the position of angels with the 
place and glory of the King. God made His 
angels spirits, but He hails this glorious Per
son, "Thy throne, 0 GOD, is for ever and ever: 
a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of 
Thy Kingdom." So it is God's righteous pro
nouncement of Messiah's path in Psalm 45: 7. 
"Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wicked
ness," will be characteristic of His glorious 
reign, His sceptre will be a right sceptre, His 
rule a righteous rule. But Isaiah 9: 6 reads: 
"To us a Child is born," and so here He is 
anointed with the oil of gladness above His 
fellows. What wonderful grace, what a holy 
marvel, that when He enters upon His glorious 
inheritance it will not be in solitary grandeur, 
but with those who are "heirs of God, joint-
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heirs with Christ!" In Zech. 13: 7 He who is 
hailed as Jehovah's Fellow is seen smitten in 
His humiliation, and then associating His fol
lowers with Himself! So also in Isa. 53:10-
12. His soul is made an offering for sin, but 
the pleasure of the Lord prospers in His hand, 
and He divides a portion with the great: they 
share in the spoils of victory. 

The excellency of His glorious Person is next 
before us. "All Thy garments smell of myrrh, 
and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, 
whereby they have made Thee glad." It will 
be remembered that in the "oil of holy oint
ment" (Exod. 30: 23-25) myrrh and cassia pre
dominated, and these speak of the graces seen 
in perfection in Him. Aloes too were among 
the chief spices (Song of Solomon 4 : 1 5 ) . 

The Queen is seen in gold of Ophir at the 
right hand of the King. This is necessarily 
the godly remnant, received in grace and 
clothed in righteousness—the Jewish Queen, 
the earthly bride. She is called upon to forget 
her father's house. Association with this glori
ous King necessitates a complete yielding to 
Him, and laying aside all former earthly links. 
"So shall the King greatly desire thy beauty: 
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He is thy Lord; worship thou Him." Love 
can never be satisfied with anything less than 
complete surrender, and it is in yielding to Him 
entire affection and worship, that the precious
ness of His love is enjoyed. Thus all else is 
forgotten. 

Tyre and other nations own her with pres
ents, and entreat her favor; blessing once more 
flows to the nations through the Jews. The 
Queen is "The daughter of a King," i.e., per
fectly suitable to be the companion of a King. 
"The Sanctifier and sanctified" are all of one, 
"for which cause He is not ashamed to call 
them brethren." Born of God, she is all glori
ous within, and clothed with wrought gold— 
externally and internally she is perfectly suit
ed to her new place and relationship. As to 
the virgins, her companions "that follow her," 
it has been suggested that Jerusalem is the 
queen and the cities of Judah her companions. 

There is no longer glorying in the fathers; 
the One who perfectly fulfilled every promise 
eclipses those in whom the promises were de
posited. Instead of fathers, their children are 
made princes in all the earth. Messiah has 
come in glory and judgment, the Lord of Host! 
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is with His people, joy and gladness fill the 
whole scene; so in the psalms which follow we 
see the consequences—complete triumph over 
the enemies of Israel, and Jerusalem once more 
the centre of the whole earth. (See Ps. 46-48 
and 50.) 

"Israel's race shall then behold Him, 
Full of grace and majesty! 

They who set at naught and sold Him, 
Pierced Him, nailed Him to the tree, 

Then in glory 
Shall their great Messiah see." 
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"The sufferings of Christ and the glory that 
should follow," as we learn from 1 Peter 1: 
11, was the subject of prophetic testimony. 
Nowhere are those sufferings more vividly por
trayed than in the book of Psalms. This pre
sentation is unique, since here we are priv
ileged to hear the thoughts and know the feel
ings of our blessed Lord expressed in His path
way of humiliation. 

Three psalms especially present His suffer
ings: twenty-two, sixty-nine, and one hundred 
and two. The first in His substitutionary suf
ferings; Psalm 69, the sufferings of the Right
eous One at the hand of unrighteous men; 
while Psalm 102 shows His sufferings as the 
rejected Messiah, cut off in the midst of His 
days. 

Psalm 69 bears a title, and the remarks made 
on the title of Psalm 45 apply with equal force 
here. 

We have already seen Christ in association 
with the remnant of Israel to be the key to 
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a right appreciation and understanding of the 
Psalms, and nowhere is this more important to 
remember than here. For example, the suf
ferer says (ver. 5), "O God, Thou knowest my 
foolishness, and my sins are not hid from 
Thee." How impossible to understand these 
words, save as we hear them as the voice of 
the remnant. Of course, primarily, the words 
are those of David, but the psalm, taken as a 
whole, can leave no question in our minds that 
it was the Spirit of Christ speaking through 
him, voicing sentiments that could only be true 
ol a greater than he (see vers. 20,21). It will 
be evident that Psalm 49, while leading up to 
ihe three last hours of our adorable Lord upon 
|he cross, does not present atonement, while 
fejving the circumstances in which atonement 
p a s made. Expiation was involved in the place 
Be had taken, as we clearly see in verses 22-29. 

Our psalm demands our careful and prayer-
tul attention. In the beginning, He is seen in 
R e deepest distress: "Save Me, O Elohim, for 
file waters are come in unto My soul. I sink 
W* deep mire where there is no standing, I 
pta come into deep waters where the floods 
Kerflow Me." Into this distress His faithful 
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love had led Him. The holy, spotless, sinless 
One, here in grace, having linked Himself with 
God's erring and wayward people, is made to 
realize the misery and wretchedness of their 
condition. "In all their affliction He was af
flicted, the Angel of His presence saved them; 
in His love and in His pity He redeemed them, 
and He bare them, and carried them all the 
days of old" (Isa. 63 :9 ) . But the sorrow is 
borne alone! He takes it upon Himself, no one 
shared His feelings, though He was bearing it 
for others. It has been aptly said that the true 
spirit of grace is to bear alone for others what 
others do not even know we are bearing for 
their good—the credit of it all with God alone. 

In this solemn and striking psalm we view 
the godly man in the midst of Israel acknowl
edging sins as his own, yet the sins of the 
nation. This brings Him into suffering, and 
He is reproached for the name of the God of 
Israel. Yet He prays in an acceptable time, 
and is heard in that He feared. This is in 
direct contrast to Psalm 22 where there is no 
response to His agonized cry. There is no for
saking by God in Psalm 69, but the Holy Suf
ferer is seen in the deepest extremity through 
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ie enmity and bitter hatred of men. He is 
ated without cause, and His enemies heap in-
| t and injury upon Him. 

H In verse 5 the Righteous One in perfect faith-
fplness calls upon Adonai (Lord in blessing) 
llohim (God in power), that the godly ones 

pay not be stumbled by Him. The Faithful 
ie, in the midst of unfaithfulness, exposed to 

p the fierce hatred of His enemies, is, out-
Strdly, left to suffer to the full that which His 

Mtion entailed. 
i*The reproach He bore was for Jehovah's 

ke, "Because for Thy sake I have borne re-
oach;" again, in verse 9, "The reproaches of 

§em that reproached Thee are fallen upon 
The Righteous One in the hands of un-

rhteous men, in deepest distress, is found, in 
rect, going without the camp—the sin offer* 

This psalm was brought to the minds of 
disciples when Christ cleansed the temple: 

tie zeal of Thine house hath eaten Me up" 
phn 2 :17) , and in that Gospel especially the 

|ssed Lord is viewed as rejected and outcast 
|he Cutset (John 1:10,11). 
How really "He learned obedience by the 
igs which He suffered!" Overwhelmed by 
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His sorrows, weeping, and chastening His soul, 
the "song of the drunkards," He cried to "Je
hovah in an acceptable time," and was heard, 
in striking contrast (as we have seen) to Psalm 
22, where He cries out and is abandoned—the 
essential point of that psalm because there seen 
as the Sin-bearer. 

It is evident from verse 14, "Deliver Me out 
of the mire and let Me not sink: let Me be 
delivered from them that hate Me, an3 let not 
the pit shut her mouth upon Me," that, in the 
psalm, the sufferings are almost wholly from 
the hands of men; they are His adversaries, 
and it is from them the Holy Sufferer prays 
for deliverance. In all this, the Lord perfectly 
identifies Himself with the godly remnant, suf
fering with them in all they will endure, suf
fering because of their integrity. It is only 
when they see Him that the work of atonement 
will be appreciated by them. 

Gethsemane is surely seen here with its over
whelming sorrow, the blessed Lord entering 
anticipatively into all that was entailed in the 
position He had voluntarily taken. Satan 
pressed upon His spirit what it would mean to 
come into contact with that which His holy soul 
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abhorred, and in His unspeakable suffering His 
ajjguish wrung from His holy brow the bloody 
sweat. His voice is heard, "Hear Me, O Lord, 
for Thy loving-kindness is good; turn unto Me 
Recording to Thy tender mercies, and hide not 
£Thy face from Thy servant: for I am in trou
ble: hear Me speedily" (vers. 16, 17). From 
|Tiat garden, strengthened by angelic ministry, 

le went forth for the full accomplishment of 
jlod's holy will. "This is your hour and the 
pwer of darkness," were the terrible words 
poken to the nation—to man. That hour had 

le, when at last man could fully express all 
enmity and hatred of God that dwelt in the 

_ in heart, 
delivering Himself up into their hands, 

insult and taunt fell with titanic force 
the Holy Sufferer, until He says in spirit, 

proach hath broken My heart and I am full 
ieaviness. I looked for some to take pity 
fthere was none, and for comforters, but I 

none." "They all forsook Him and fled," 
^testimony of Mark (chap. 14:50). There 

one to take pity, no one to deliver; He 
aken the cup of bitterness from the Fa-

I land, and must drink it alone. 
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In the intense thirst incidental to the cruel 
death of crucifixion, He said, "I thirst." Some
one responded to the cry, and verse 21 of our 
psalm was fulfilled, "They gave Me also gall 
for My meat, and in My thirst they gave Me 
vinegar to drink." This scene of anguish was 
but the prelude of those darker hours when the 
sinless Substitute bore the full weight of divine 
judgment against sin. However we view Him, 
whether tested and tried by man and Satan, 
or taking from the Father's hand the cup which 
our sins and theirs had filled, nothing but per
fection is seen. What a work! What a Work
man ! How it bows our hearts in adoring won
der as we view Him in the perfection of His 
Manhood, and we worship as we acclaim Him, 
"My Lord and my God." 
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lile the title of this instructive psalm is 
•psalm for Solomon," in entirety and ful-

it could only be true of our blessed Lord* 
s a beautiful and striking finish to the 
id book of Psalms, where Israel is sedn 

. out of the beloved city and groaning under 
|ile oppression, the result of God's govern-

dealing with the nation. "The time of 
fife's trouble," or ''great tribulation" period, 
jiticipated in this second book, and at the 

deliverance and blessing come through 
Jpdvent of the Anointed King—David's Son 
David's Lord (see Psalm 110:1). 
avid and Solomon are both striking types 
' to Lord. David very fully presents Hjm 

e anointed, yet rejected and outeast King". 
yh gives us a remarkable type of Christ 

»is millennial kingdom glory. Psalms 45 
172 are intimately linked together, the 
er unfolding the beauties of the King, giv-
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ing a description of the Lord's glorious appear
ance upon His return to set up His kingdom; 
the latter giving the characteristics of His 
righteous reign. This is of immense import
ance to God's earthly people who will enjoy 
the blessings of Christ's millennial rule. 

The previous psalm (71) gave—in figure— 
the summing up of Israel's history and the 
ways of God in mercy and care. The voice of 
the remnant is heard crying to Jehovah not to 
cast the nation off! Into this, doubtless, Christ 
enters in spirit, and finally deliverance comes 
in His glorious Person. 

"Give the King Thy judgments, O Elohim, 
and Thy righteousness unto the King's Son." 
The King here is at the same time the King's 
Son to whom Elohim gives His judgments, who 
— as Son of David —will bring in the Mel-
chisedec blessing of righteousness and peaee. 

As we ponder this psalm we are conscious 
that a mighty revolution, such as this world 
has never witnessed, is necessary when un-
mingled righteousness will be meted out by the 
true Solomon, and God's poor, Tor so many 
centuries the subjects of man's scorn and hate* 
will especially be the objects of the King's soli--
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eitude. The poor and needy who, alas, have 
tpen so often denied justice and had to turn 
hopelessly away from earthly judges and rulers 
to the God of justice and judgment, invoking 
His intervention, will find in the King a right-
Jeous Administrator who will undertake their 

ause and "break in pieces the oppressor." 
lighteousness and just judgment being thus 
iministered, securing the salvation (deliver-
ice) of the needy, and destruction of those 

pho oppress, all will recognize the establish-
5nt of divine authority in Zion, which will 

lake men fear God "as long as the sun and 
on endure, throughout all generations," a 
edition hitherto unknown. 
He shall come down like rain upon the 

grass, as showers that water the earth." 
striking and simple simile illustrates the 
eent results of His rule. As the rain, in
king and refreshing the parched earth, 

Js presence will prove. Israel, dry and 
red, whose hopes may have seemed in 
fcwill receive the refreshing showers of 
|i»Je$&ing, fulfilling those hopes to the ut-

ad securing blessing to all generations, 
ive rain is the prerogative of the Crea-
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tor, a standing witness throughout all gener
ations that He is the only true God. We read 
in Jeremiah 14: 22, "Are there any among the 
vanities of the Gentiles that can cause rain? 
or can the heavens give showers? Art not 
Thou He, O Lord our God? Therefore we will 
wait upon Thee: for Thou hast made all these 
things." So, in that day, it will be manifest 
that God alone can revive and bless men, and 
cause "the righteous to flourish, and abundance 
of peace as long as the moon endureth." 

The extent of His dominion is then given. 
"He shall have "dominion also from sea to sea, 
and from the river unto the ends of the earth." 
When God entered into covenant with Abra
ham (Gen. 15:18), He gave the boundaries of 
his promised possession: "From the river of 
Egypt unto the great river, the river Eu
phrates," and this was afterwards re-affirmed 
to his descendants at Sinai (Exod.33:31). 
Again, when the wilderness journey had ended, 
when the people stood on the confines of the 
promised land, Jehovah confirmed His pronuV 
and gave the extent of their possession, "From 
the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the 
great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of 
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the Hittites, and unto the great sea towcurd the 
going down of the sun, shall be your coast" 
Iffosh. 1:4). But this promise made to Abra
ham in its entirety was to be made good in Abra
ham's seed. In Paul's epistle to the Galatians 
we learn who the seed was of whom the angel 
of Jehovah spake to Abraham, for Paul—under 
guidance of the Spirit—wrote: "He saith not, 
And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And 
to thy Seed, which is Christ." David, then, by 
the Spirit, referred to God's original promise, 
linking the subject of his theme with the Seed 
of the one to whom the promise was given. 
Long after David's throne had been overturned, 
Zechariah applied the eighth verse of Psalm 72 
to Christ as coming King (read Zech. 9: 9,10, 
and note the exact quotation at close of verse 
10). 

Blessed indeed to realize that man's failure 
can never void the counsels of God, and if Israel 
never took full possession of the whole land, 
God's unconditional promise must stand fast, 
His Word cannot be broken, and Zechariah re
traces the boundaries of the coming kingdom, 
and shows that in not one whit shall it be 
diminished. The boundaries of the coming 
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kingdom being announced, and God's Firstborn 
made higher than the kings of the earth (Ps. 
89: 27, etc.), air must pay homage to the King. 
"They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow 
down before Him, and His enemies shall lick 
the dust." The Arabs, "dwellers in the wil
derness," descendants of Ishmael, those nomad 
lawless tribes, who—remarkably—no govern
ment has yet been able to subdue, evidencing 
the wild temper and disposition of their pro
genitor, will at last be subdued and yield to 
God's King in Jerusalem. Their stubborn and 
rebellious hearts at last humbled by the power 
of God, "His enemies shall lick the dust." What 
political problems will thus be solved! Think 
of present day conditions in Palestine and the 
impotency of the most powerful Empire on 
earth to fulfil their promise to the Jews, sim
ply because God's time has not arrived. In 
that coming glorious day these problems will 
be solved, and the unruly and turbulent who 
have so often baffled and thwarted the best-
intentioned governments, will find a Euler 
whose will is supreme and must be obeyed im
plicitly. As absolute Ruler, reigning in Jeru
salem, the King must be pre-eminent, and all 
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W^gs of the earth must pay homage to Him, 
In4bril nations will serve Him. 
I But let us briefly retrospect. Before the 
glorious reign is ushered in, Satan will have 
made a supreme effort to capture universal 
lominion. To him the kings will give alle-
Ifiance, the old Roman boundaries marking the 
t 

Extent of the supremacy established. Nations 
will be amazed at the rapidity and universality 
Jaf this world power, the last great effort of 
Satan ere he is bound and cast into the bottom
less pit. But this mighty empire is only tran
sient, and the King of the North disputes its 
^authority. Then comes the great overthrow of 
t̂he kingdoms of the earth, and the ushering ip, 

of Christ's kingdom! Deliverance will be found 
finder the righteous sceptre of God's King, and 
-the poor and afflicted will rejoice in His de
livering power (see vers. 12-14). During the 
awful reign of the Beast, under the protection 
of Satan, the poor and needy will suffer deceit 
and violence, and blood will flow in rivers. 
Here, all is reversed. The King will redeem 
them from "deceit and violence, and precious 
shall their blood be in His sight." Peace never 
yet fully known on earth, since the Prince of 
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Peace was refused, shall at last prevail, and 
the kingdoms of the earth shall become the 
kingdoms of the Lord and His Christ. "And 
He shall live;" death will not cut short His 
days, terminating His reign! This, in striking 
contrast to Solomon, whose bright arising to 
power and glory was like the rising of the 
morning sun, but that brightness became, alas, 
beclouded by saddest failure, clouds gathered, 
betokening a storm near at hand—even the 
break-up of David's empire. 

This kingdom will be an everlasting king
dom, with nothing to dim the glory of Mes
siah's reign. "Prayer shall be made for Him 
continually, and daily shall He be praised." So 
beneficent will be this glorious reign that men 
will devoutly pray for its continuance. What 
a striking revolution of men's thoughts as to 
Christ we have here! A little previous to this 
the world's forces were marshaled, under the 
Beast, to annihilate Jerusalem and keep out the 
King, but now men long for a continuance of 
His kingdom, and daily praise His wisdom and 
goodness. 

Next we see (verse 16) prosperity filling the 
earth, so that in the least likely part of the 
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earth to produce a harvest (on the top of the 
mountains), "the fruit thereof shall shake like 
(the trees of) Lebanon, and they of the city 
shall flourish like grass of the earth." At last 
—after millenniums of retarded fruitfulness 
on account of man's sin—the fruitfulness of 
the earth will be unrestrained and yield abun
dantly for blessing of man and beast. What 
a glorious day awaits this groaning creation! 

Then, above it all, His name is glorious. "His 
name shall endure forever; His name shall be 
continued as long as the sun: and men shall be 
blessed in Him: all nations shall call Him 
blessed." That name so often used in profanity 
and in execration shall be all-glorious — the 
only name eternally remembered. 

The psalmist rapturously exGjaims: "Blessed 
be His glorious name forever: and let the whole 
earth be filled with His glory; Amen and 
Amen." And this desire shall be blessedly ful
filled, the glad earth will give back her meed 
of praise in that day when creation's groan 
shall be hushed, and the wilderness blossom as 
a rose. 

With the establishment of this glorious era, 
every earthly hope will be fulfilled, leaving noth-
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ing to be desired, hence the concluding words: 
"The prayers of David the son of Jesse are 
ended." What a beautiful finish to the second 
book of Psalms! 
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'A -prayer of the afflicted when he is overwhelmed 
and poureth out his complaint before the Lord." ' 

This title of Psalm 102 strikingly indicates 
the subject matter of the psalm and presents 
the sorrows of the Holy Sufferer in a unique 
way; for there is nothing we can compare with 
it in the remainder of the book, though we 
have not here, of course, Christ's substitution
ary sufferings. The faithful One, utterly re
jected by Israel, feels His aloneness and is 
overwhelmed by His afflictions^ the anguish 
of His spirit causing Him to pour out His com
plaint before Jehovah. 

The psalm is Messianic in character and 
shows the Righteous One taken out of the 
nation, chosen as Messiah, utterly cast out and 
cut off in the midst of His days. 

His cry of distress is to Jehovah in verse 
one. In the following verse, He is not for
saken (as in Ps. 22), but in trouble He pleads 
for the light of Jehovah's countenance, that 
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His prayer may be heard and answered. What 
figures of speech are here! Messiah to whom 
and in whom all the promises were, on account 
of His identification with the nation has to 
say, "My days are consumed like smoke, My 
bones are burned, as an hearth. My heart is 
smitten and withered like grass, so that I for
get to eat My bread! By reason of the voice 
of My groanings My bones cleave to My skin" 
(vers. 3-5). 

What a solitary and lonely way is depicted 
in the verses which follow! "Like an owl of 
the desert," and as a "sparrow alone upon the 
housetop," standing apart, feeling the dreari
ness and friendlessness of His position. What 
a path the Son of God has trodden through this 
world! What unutterable love led Him to take 
this place in complete identification with the 
sons of men! Enemies reproached Him all the 
day, saying in spirit, "God hath forsaken Him: 
persecute and take Him; for there is none to 
deliver" (Ps. 71:11), and again, "Where is Thy 
God?" making it appear that God and they 
were in agreement. The sorrowing One had 
eaten ashes like bread and mingled His drink 
with weeping. His bitter sorrow was borne 
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$>lô e, there was none to help. "Because of 
Irhiiie indignation and Thy wrath; for Thou 
liast lifted Me up and cast Me down" (ver.10). 
^That exquisite sorrow we have here! Jehovah 
"who lifted Him up had cast Him down; yet of 
course there is no atonement as yet, but? 

brought into humiliation and sorrows that 
must ever be unparalleled, the Holy One—as 
the result of His identification with the relft-
nant—is made to feel the bitterness of Jeho
vah's displeasure. His days were like a sha
dow that declineth (the waning of the day), 
and like withered grass that fadeth and fall-
eth. "All flesh is as grass, and the goodliness 
thereof is as the flower of the field. The grass 
withereth and the flower fadeth, but the Word 
of our God shall stand for ever" (Isa. 40: 1t 

8). The intervening verses, down to the close 
of the twenty-second, show His supplication for 
the nation and the sure answer to His cry. He 
bears them up, though they, rejeet Him, th.e|r 
very rejection and evil occasioning His inter
cession and suffering. He fully identifies Je* 
hovah with Jerusalem, though the latter be but 
dust. "Thou shalt arise and have mercy on 
Zion; for the time to favor her, yea, the set 
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time is come." Utterly desolate she may be 
and none to help, but Jehovah was her husband, 
and Jerusalem His glory. Then comes a proph
etic word, "When the Lord shall huild up Zion, 
then shall He appear in His glory," and "The 
heathen shall fear the name of the Lord and all 
the kings of the earth Thy glory." The prayer 
of the destitute is regarded; Zion shall be built 
again, the glory of God shall be displayed and 
the nations are gathered together to serve the 
Lord. 

All this is a sort of summing up of all that 
follows the second psalm, and instead of Israel 
being blessed in the land, the Holy One is seen 
in their midst in intercession, His complete 
identification with them ensuring their future 
blessing, for Jehovah is unchanging, He can
not deny Himself. 

It was predicted of Israel's Messiah in the 
prophecy of Daniel (chap. 9:26) that, "After 
threescore and two weeks [from the going 
forth of the commandment to restore and build 
Jerusalem was to be seven weeks and three
score and two weeks] shall Messiah be cut off, 
but not for Himself." It is interesting, in this 
connectipn, to recall the words of the High 
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Priest Caiaphas in John 11:49-52, and the Holy 
Spl i t ' s application of them. 

In this last section of the psalm (vers. 23-
28), we have the Spirit of Christ personally, 
speaking through the psalmist. In Isaiah 49 :4 
Jehovah's Servant speaks, "I have labored in 
vain, I have spent My strength for naught and 
in vain!" In our psalm we hear the same voice, 
"IJe weakened My strength in the way, He 
shortened My days. I said, O My God,* take 
Me not away in the midst of My days." King 
of Zion, Israel's Messiah, the Holy One cut off 
in the midst of His days! Looking for mercy and 
finding no relief, yet Himself the One in whom 
all the promises of God were to be made good. 
Here, in our psalm, we lose by the punctuation 
of ver. 24. The first part gives the cry of 
the blessed afflicted One, but we learn from 
Hebrews 1 that the remainder (which is there 
quoted) is the voice of God, "Thy years are 
throughout all generations." This makes the 
psalm peculiarly blessed and interesting—in a 
way unique, for it shows His Deity to be the 

* God here is singular, "El," viz.: the strong and 
mighty; standing by His own power, so to speak. 
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full answer to His sufferings and being cut off. 
It is a wonderful revelation of His person and 
position. Messiah was the Creator of old, from 
everlasting to everlasting. "Of old hast Thou 
laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavT 

ens are the work of Thy hands." Thus, though 
His days be shortened, He must eternally en
dure, the unchanging, unchangeable One. 
Every created thing might perish, the heavens 
and the earth folded up like a vesture, as a 
thing done with, but the blessed One was 
" T H E SAME." \A11 else may change, and as 
man His days be shortened, but His years shall 
have no end, "THOU KEMAINEST." 

Here may I add a remark from another re
garding the words, "Thou art the same.'T "The 
words translated 'Thou art the same' (Atta 
Hu) are by many learned Hebraists taken—at 
least Hu—as a name of God. At any rate, as 
unchangeably the same it amounts to it" 
( J.N.D., Synopsis, Heb. 1). 

"Thy years shall have no end," and He, hav
ing associated others with Him, would com
municate to them the same abMingness. "The 
children of Thy servants shall continue, and 
their seed shall be established before Thee." 
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It will readily be seen that in this psalm the 
t̂wofold nature of. our blessed Lord is strik
ingly brought in (note vers. 24, 25 and 26-28). 
In the Numerical Bible, Heb. 1, notes, p. 18, 
F. W. G. says, "This distinguishes in the plain
est manner all mere creatures from this Son 
of God." 

May we ever, in deepest adoration, bow be
fore Him, saying with Thomas: "My Lord and 
my God." 

"O Lord and Saviour, we recline 
On that eternal love of Thine, 

Thou art THE SAME, and Thou alone 
Eemainest when all else is gone. 

Yes, Thou remainest! Sea and land, 
Even heaven shall pass, but Thou shalt stand; 

Undimmed Thy radiancy appears, 
Changeless through all the changing years." 
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PSALM 110 

One interesting feature in the book of Psalms 
is the correspondence between certain psalms 
in one book and certain in another. There are 
three instances of this in the fifth book. They 
are Psalms 110, 118, and 119. 

The 119th psalm answers to Psalm 1. In the 
latter the blessed man is described, who walked 
not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stood in 
the way of sinners, nor sat in the seat of the 
scornful. Like an evergreen tree, all his sus
tenance was drawn from the river of God's 
pleasure. The secret of such a life is found in 
Psalni 119: God's Word, statutes, command
ments, were his delight; every thought, desire, 
action, was ordered by the Word. 

Psalm 118 has its complement in Psalm 2. 
The latter shows Jehovah's Anointed, refused 
by the people, but set up in power, King in 
in Jerusalem, while in Psalm 118 we find the 
words quoted by our Lord to the "chief Priests 
and elders of the people," "The stone which 
the builders rejected is become the headstone 
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of the corner. This is the Lord's doings; it is 
marvelous in our eyes" (Matt. 21: 42). 

Psalm 110 is the complement of Psalm 102. 
In the latter we have already seen Messiah cut 
off in the midst of His days, yet in His glori
ous person, "THE SAME," the One who remains 
when all else is removed. In our present psalm, 
the despised and humbled One who went into 
death is called to sit at the right hand of Je
hovah, pending the subjugation of all things to 
Himself. 

The opening words, it will be noticed, were 
quoted by our Lord when the Pharisees gath
ered to Him seeking to entangle Him and thus 
have an accusation against Him. He first 
asked a question, "What think ye of Christ? 
Whose son is He?" Glibly enough they an
swered, "The Son of David"—this of course 
according to Jewish hope. The Lord then put 
a question which effectually closed their 
mouths. "How then doth David in spirit call 
Him Lord, saying: The Lord said unto my 
Lord, Sit Thou on my right hand until I make 
Thine enemies Thy footstool. If David then 
call Him Lord, how is He his Son?" (Matt. 22 r 
45). To rightly answer the question would be 
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to admit that the Messiah must be God mani
fest in flesh. 

In our psalm this glorious Person is seen in 
the double character of King and Priest. The 
first three verses set forth the King, and in 
Hebrews 1, where the concluding words are 
quoted, "Sit Thou on My right hand until I 
make Thine enemies Thy footstool" (ver. 13), 
we learn how He has reached that place of 
exaltation. 

In Hebrews 5, verse 6 is quoted from this 
psalm and linked with Psalm 2, and we read 
in verse 8 (N. Trans.), "Though He were Son, 
He learned obedience from the things which 
He suffered." Not that He learned to be obe
dient, but in the place He had voluntarily 
taken, He learned what obedience entailed. He 
became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. It was not for Him "the path 
of glory leadeth but to the grave," but the path 
of obedience to death led to the glory. 

The first verse of Psalm 110, therefore, is 
resurrection ground, and this is clearly seen 
in the Spirit's interpretation of the words 
through Peter in Acts 2: 34, 35, concluding 
with the words: "Let all the house of Israel 
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assuredly know that God hath made that same 
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both LOKD and 
Gl&BlST." We see, too, that our Lord's present 
session at the right hand of God, is the earnest 
of that coming day of displayed glory, when 
everything will be subdued to Zion's glorious 
King. (See Heb. 1:13; 2: 8, 9; and 1 Cor. 15: 
23-28). But this subjugation to God's King in 
Zion can only be accomplished by force, henqe 
the words, "The Lord shall send the rod of Thy 
strength out of Zion; rule Thou in the midst 
of Thy enemies" (ver. 2). 

Israel as a nation is seen (ver. 3) gathered 
around the King in Zion, made willing in the 
day of His power. In the day of His mani
fested weakness they refused Him. This is 
clearly seen in the previous psalm. Their 
whole attitude is expressed in the words, "They 
have rewarded Me evil for good, and hatred for 
My love." A suffering Messiah (though proph
etically spoken of by "holy men of God," Isaiah 
53, etc.) did not conform to the hopes and 
longings of the proud nation, who looked for 
Jehovah's active intervention and their com
plete deliverance from Gentile oppression. The 
words of the two sorrowful travellers to Eni-* 
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maus, "We trusted that it had been He which 
should have redeemed Israel," voiced the senti
ments even of those who attached themselves 
to Him. 

But, now, all is changed. The King is dis
played in power and great glory, attended by 
ten thousands of His saints, "in the beauties 
of holiness, from the womb of the dawning," 
and the psalmist adds, "Thou hast the dew of 
Thy youth." These words would seem to speak 
of children of grace, a remnant drawn espe
cially to Him, united to Him by the sympathy 
and love of His heart. 

"The Lord hath sworn and will not repent, 
Thou art a Priest forever after the order of 
Melchizedec." These are remarkable words. 
As another has said, "This is promise and 
prophecy." He is not only King, but Priest, 
and to this God bears witness, and in these 
words grace and love shine out. The Priest, 
bearing all the weaknesses of the people, went 
in to God, presenting to Him the sacrifice, and 
then came out to bless the people. But Aaronic 
priesthood was wholly insufficient, and even 
the promised blessing to the nation could not be 
insured by the Levitical economy. A better 
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priesthood was necessary, and this is insured 
iij this glorious Person to whom it was said, 
'"|hou art a Priest forever, after the order of 
Melchizedec." This is enlarged upon and fully 
detailed in the epistle to the Hebrews (chaps. 
5 to 8) . The people not only needed a King, 
but a Priest, One who could offer atonement. 
Thus only Could He be "King of Righteousness, 
King of Peace," and bless Abraham's children, 
as Abraham himself had been blessed by Mel
chizedec, when returning from the conquest of 
the kings. In vers. 5, 6, which follow, the day 
of judgment upon the King's enemies is anti
cipated, when His enemies will be made His 
footstool, and every opposing power will be 
completely broken. A remark of J. N. D. as 
to ver. 6 may help to a proper understanding 
of a somewhat obscure passage. He says, "I 
suppose in ver. 6 it is the head over a great 
country, the head of power in the earth, not 
Antichrist, nor even the Beast. These are des
troyed on His coming from heaven. Self-
exalting man is brought low" (Synopsis). 

Thus, His conquest is complete, and the way 
prepared for the setting up of that glorious 
Kingdom which shall never be destroyed or su-
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perseded, but shall stand forever (Dan. 2: 44). 
The will of God shall then be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. 

The last verse seems to give the reason for 
His exaltation. "He shall drink of the brook 
in the way; therefore shall He lift up the 
head." The words remind us of Gideon's three 
hundred, and the Lord's words, "By the three 
hundred men that lapped will I save you, and 
deliver the Midianites into thine hand." The 
humble dependent One, "drank of the brook in 
the way," refreshment given by Jehovah sus-
stained Him. "I have meat to eat that ye know 
not of," was His word to the disciples; and to 
the poor woman of John 4 He speaks of Him
self as the Giver of living water. 
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PSALMS 111, 112, 113 

The three psalms which follow are "Hallelu
jah" psalms, and beautifully reflect the ways of 
God, praise flowing to Himself, as the result 
of His intervention in righteousness is seen. 

In Psalm 111 His works are seen and remem
bered; Jehovah is gracious and merciful, holy 
and reverend is His name. 

In Psalm 112 the character of those who fear 
Him is dilated upon, and praise ascends for the 
security and deliverance of the "generation of 
the upright." We must ever keep in mind that 
the sentiments expressed are distinctly Jewish, 
and it is impossible to apply much in the 
Psalms to those who are the subjects of sover* 
eign grace during this day of grace — this 
Church period. 

The last of the series (Ps.113) forms a beau
tiful finish, praise universal to Jehovah's name, 
over all the earth. The exhortation to the ser
vants of Jehovah, "Praise ye," is answered by 
the words joyfully given, "Blessed be Jeho-
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vah's name from this time forth and forever
more." Fullest praise and worship is given as 
the result of Jehovah's ways is seen, the wide 
creation is the scene of His glory: "From the 
rising of the sun unto the going down of the 
same, the Lord's name is to be praised." Is
rael's God "is high above all nations, and His 
glory above the heavens," His dwelling place is 
on high, but His grace takes interest in all that 
concerns the sons of men. 

In the remaining verses, Hannah's song is 
quoted, and in it we see reflected Israel's story; 
grace triumphant over all man's weakness and 
failure. The application of Hannah's words, 
in Isa. 54: 1 and Gal. 4: 27, to Jerusalem is 
most instructive. Again the psalmist reiterates 
"Hallelujah!" 

"Yea, Amen, let all adore Thee, 
High on Thine exalted throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory; 
Claim the Kingdom for Thine own; 

Come, Lord Jesus! 
Hallelujah! Come, Lord, come." 
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