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Zhc ©lb Bature 
IN T H E B E L I E V E R 

NOT DESTROYED, B U T A N N U L E D 

No. 1. 

IT ought to be plain to believers that the 
old nature is still in them, for they well 
know that it was after they were con

verted they felt its power. 
But many earnest Christians, having after 

deep exercise turned to the Lord, and having 
found joy and deliverance from besetting sins, 
have concluded that their old nature no longer 
exists. 

The believer is surely not left in bondage 
to the sinful nature within. He is set free, 
as we desire to show. But he is warned 
against what is within, while he is also told of 
his deliverance from its dominion. 

We refer at once to the sixth and seventh 
chapters of Romans, as where we have the 
doctrine of "deliverance" set forth, and as 
introductory to other portions of the same 
topic. The Christian is indeed set free in 
Christ, that he may live according to that 
precious summing up in the end of the sixth 
of Romans: ' ' Ye have your fruit unto holiness, 
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and the end everlasting life." Blessed and 
consistent is holiness in the follower of Christ. 
Without it " no one shall see the Lord,' ' (Heb. 
12:14.) 

The sixth of Romans shows how we are dead 
to sin, and alive to God, in Christ risen from 
the dead. And this is what " in Christ" 
means for us—it means that believers are in 
resurrection life and standing. The old Adam 
standing " in the flesh" is passed away forever 
in the cross. "Our old man is crucified with 
Him." This is not the old nature. But we, 
as once having existed—sinful by nature, ceas
ed to exist as such—when we received life in 
Christ on believing. Under the sentence of 
God we ended our days by the cross, in the 
death of our Substitute, and now we live " in 
H i m " in a new life—and a new creation, as 
Noah went forth in a new world after the 
waters of judgment had submerged the old. 
And so Peter tells us: " The like figure where-
unto even baptism doth also now save u s " 
(1 Peter 3:21) ; that is, the flood and bap
tism, are mutually light reflecting figures of 
salvation. As the world of old went down 
under the waters of judgment, so the believer 
is by his baptism "bur ied" with Christ "unto 
death." He has come to an end, as a sinful 
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son of Adam, by the cross. His "old Adam" 
condition has ended for ever. God is glorified, 
and the believer goes forth in a new world of 
liberty and joy—walking in "newness of 
life." 

It is of the first importance for the be
liever 's welfare to carefully consider this sixth 
verse of Rom. 6. There can be no doubt, from 
testimonies in "Mission meetings" generally, 
and from books on the subject of "holiness," 
that many zealous Christians sincerely believe 
that deliverance from bondage to sin came 
to them by "consecration" of heart and will 
to the Lord, and by victory over sin; but no 
one can be set free by devotedness, any more 
than he could be saved by works. It is the 
truth that sets free, as the Word tells us (John 
8: 30), " the truth shall make you free," and 
nothing else can, in reality—however true it 
is, that only true hearts care to enjoy that 
freedom—freedom to rejoice in, and to follow 
Christ. Is not the experience of Eom. 7 that 
of a devoted heart, " I delight in the law of 
God after the inward man," BUT UNTIL HE 
LEARNED T H E T R U T H H E WAS NOT SET FREE. 

But when he had learned it he was set free 
at once, and said, ' ' I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." 
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' ' The truth shall make you free,' ' is the sure 
Word of God, and the "Scripture cannot he 
broken; we cannot reverse or alter it. Cer
tainly freedom is ours in a sense when we are 
born again; but we are led by the Spirit in 
subjection to the truth. Thus we walk at 
liberty and enjoy our portion in Christ. 

Now, we learn by this 6th verse of Rom. 
6, that "our old man was crucified with Him, 
that the body of sin might be"—not "de
stroyed," but "annulled," or made nothing 
of as to power over us, " that henceforth we 
should not serve sin, for he that has died is 
justified from sin." SINS have been spoken 
of earlier in the epistle. We are justified from 
them (chap. 5 :1) , but here we are told why 
we are justified from SIN. " S i n " is " i n the 
flesh" (Rom. 8:3) , in the believer, that is 
the old nature—but here we learn we are jus
tified from it. 

I am justified from all that I have done, 
by His blood. I am delivered from what I 
am (naturally), that is, from the evil nature 
that I still find within me, BY DEATH : ' ' He 
that HAS DIED is justified from sin." 

' ' I through the law am dead to the law, that 
I might live unto God," Paul says in Gal. 
2nd, and to explain how he became so, he adds, 
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" I am crucified with Christ, ' ' thus confirming 
what we have before us in Rom. 6, that every 
believer, as to the ' ' old man, ' ' came to an end 
in the cross. The old condition we were in 
has, as it were, been submerged in the waters 
of death and judgment through which we 
passed with Christ by the cross, and from that 
judgment we have emerged " i n H i m " who is 
risen from the dead. At last not only will 
sinners be judged for their sins and consigned 
to the lake of fire, but the old creation will 
pass away, and the new creation will take its 
place. But the believer is already a "new 
creation in Christ," beyond death (as a pen
alty or a necessity), and beyond Judgment. 
" I f any man be in Christ, he is a new crea
tion; old things are passed away, behold all 
things are become new," (2 Cor. 5:17) : that 
is, the same words that describe the new 
creation in its eternal state in Eev. 21 are 
used in 2 Cor. 5 to declare the standing and 
position now of all who are in Christ. And 
this wonderful new position and standing 
which we have by our life in Christ is what 
is presented to us in Rom. 6, " I n that He 
died, He died unto sin once; but in that He 
liveth, He liveth unto God. Likewise reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
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but alive unto God in Christ Jesus. ' ' We have 
thus borne our judgment, and by death have 
passed out of the sphere and condition we 
were in. into a new world and existence in the 
risen Christ. 

The law's penalty has been met, and in Him 
in whom we are alive—we are ' ' alive'' forever 
" to God." 

And now are presented the exhortations 
based upon this deliverance, exhortations that 
take for granted that sin is still in us. "Let 
not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, 
that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof; 
neither yield ye your members as instruments 
of unrighteousness unto sin, but yield your
selves unto God, as those that are alive from 
the dead, and your members as instruments 
of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not 
have dominion over you, for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace." Here what is 
further set forth in the 7th chapter, that we 
are "not under law," is briefly mentioned. 
Thus there can be "no condemnation," and 
also (what is prominent at this point), no 
bondage to sin—and there is no other way of 
liberty. We are shut up to God's way, and 
ITis way is perfect. And if we are again and 
again reminded that the old nature is still in 
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TIS, we must fall back upon the Word, that its 
power is cancelled, according to the 6th verse 
of our chapter. "The body of sin is an
nulled," so that "henceforth we should not 
serve sin." It has been fully judged in the 
cross—we need no longer mourn over its exist
ence, nor vainly seek to eradicate it—we are 
not identified with it. To see this is a joyful 
deliverance to the Christian. 

But we are free, that we may yield our
selves to God. We are bondsmen to him— 
every day and on all occasions we are to walk 
as "alive to God." Our "members" are to 
be "instruments of righteousness unto God." 

Our allegiance is changed from the old mas
ter to the new, as Israel at the Red Sea, seeing 
their old taskmaster's host dead upon the sea
shore, raised the song of victory to the Lord, 
and followed Him in the wilderness, their 
backs forever to the country out of which 
they had been delivered. 

"What fruit had ye then in those things 
whereof ye are now ashamed, for the end of 
those things is death. But now being made 
free from sin (emancipated from the bondage 
of i t) , and become bondsmen to God—a pre
cious bondage—ye have your fruit unto holi
ness, and the end everlasting life." May we 
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rejoice in our freedom, and gladly yield our
selves to God, looking for nothing in the flesh 
—abiding in Christ. 

No. 2. 

Having considered the doctrine of the sixth 
chapter of Romans, we proceed now to the 
consideration of chapter seven. We are ' ' dead 
to s in" in chapter six. Here "dead to the 
law." "We have also presented here the soul's 
exercises in reaching deliverance; then the 
truth that delivers, early in the eighth chap
ter, including the doctrine of the Holy Spirit's 
presence in the believer, as the power of the 
new life, in freedom from bondage to sin. 
Henceforth the Spirit is frequently men
tioned. 

Israel's fears between Egypt and the Red 
Sea typify the exercises of Romans seven. 
These are now depicted through several verses, 
leading to the discovery of the two natures 
in the believer. He has to learn that there 
is no good in the old nature, and no strength 
in the new. " F o r what I would, that do I 
not; and what I hate, that do I . . . I 
consent unto the law that is good. Now then, 
it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth 
in me."' Note here, "sin that dwelleth in 
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me.' ' This, therefore, is true of the believer; 
and in Galatians 5 we find t h a t ' ' the flesh lusts 
against the Spir i t " ; that is, in the believer, 
who has a new nature, and who delights to 
please God, and who also has the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in him. In the believer the old na
ture, called the "flesh," also dwells. " F o r 
the good that I would, I do not; but the evil 
that I would not, that I do. Now, if I do that 
I would not, it is no more I that do it, but 
sin that dwelleth in me. I find then a law, 
that when I would do good, evil is present 
with me. For I delight in the law of God 
after the inward man; but I see another law 
in my members, warring against the law of 
my mind, and bringing me into captivity to 
the law of sin which is in my members." 

Now he has advanced a step, in fact, to 
the door of deliverance. He has learned to 
distinguish between himself as identified with 
the new nature, and sin that dwells in him. 

He has found also that sin is too strong 
for him, and that not only is there no good 
in himself—that is, in his flesh—but also, that 
in himself as born of God, there is no strength, 
and he is led at last to look away from him
self for a deliverer, and to exclaim, "who 
shall deliver me from this body of s in?" To 
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this point the soul has to be brought to know, 
to accept deliverance. It cannot be known 
otherwise—though experiences may vary in 
kind and in depth to any extent—but to this 
point we must be brought—and from this very 
thing it is we shrink. In fact, it is parallel 
to the soul's experience in finding peace. The 
struggle, then, is through seeking to come to 
God some other way than as lost—and so here 
the trial and distress is prolonged while we 
seek to find some good in ourselves—a thought 
which, if it gain control, deludes us and leaves 
the soul under law. In this latter case the 
rest that is found is that of self-complacency, 
that must at some time be broken up. But 
here in this experience of Rom. 7, the help
less corruption of the flesh—of the old na
ture within—is perceived, and the deliverance 
is apprehended and the deliverer is known. 
" I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." The words that close the chapter are 
a statement of the tendencies of the two na
tures, as now discovered: "So then, with the 
mind, I, myself, serve the law of God; but 
with the flesh, the law of sin." 

And now we have the statement of the 
ground of the deliverance; and this reminds 
us afresh, that this deliverance is not by our 
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victory over sin, but by the t ruth: while it 
is apprehended only by those who desire to 
live to God. 

This truth is now presented: "There is 
therefore, now, no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus; for the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from 
the law of sin and death. For what the law 
could not do, in that it was weak through 
the flesh, God sending His own Son, in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned 
sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement 
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not after the fiesh, but after the Spiri t ." 

Here the doctrine of deliverance, already 
set forth in chapter 6, is re-stated, with addi
tions, and in a way that answers the soul's 
exercises in learning its need. He is now led 
to see that the flesh in him is not his standing. 
His standing is now in Christ. For those who 
are in Him there is no condemnation; for sin 
in the flesh has been condemned. 

This latter point answers to what we had in 
chapter 6. There the "body of s in" is an
nulled. Here it is condemned. That is, in 
chapter 6 it is shorn of its power over us 
by the cross. In chapter 8: 3, sin, the root of 
evil in the old nature, has been condemned. 
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God is glorified, and we are set free. Now, I 
see I am not to set to work to reform, or to 
eradicate the flesh, nor to waste time in stop
ping to bemoan its existence within me. It is 
there, but condemned; and I am set free from 
its condemnation and its power. We have 
parted company in a sense. For though it is 
still within, unchanged, I know it now as a 
condemned and disarmed foe, to be treated 
as such, that I may be practically fre©—as 
I am free by the redemption which I have in 
Christ Jesus. I am to "walk in newness of 
life." 

But this new condition, or current of life, 
is stated in the second verse: ' ' For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me 
free from the law of sin and death." That 
is, the one who has life in Christ is also in
dwelt by the Holy Spirit, by whose power 
and influence the soul is led in the way of 
liberty from sin. 

Thus to the truth of the deliverance of 
chapter 6 is added the Spirit's presence in 
us, as the power of our lives; and so it is said 
later in the chapter: " I f ye by the Spirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live." 

Therefore, we may say that we, as associated 
with the flesh, came to an end in the judgment 
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on the cross; and in chapter 8, we, as in our 
new life and standing in Christ, behold sin 
in the flesh, as no longer ourselves, but a con
demned thing by that same judgment of the 
cross. 

Thus Christ not only bore our sins, but He 
was made sin for us, and so every true exercise 
of the soul is answered and set at rest. 

Sins are forgiven; but sin in the flesh is not 
forgiven (nor taken away), but condemned. 
To this, the one who is truly humbled and 
instructed bows the heart. He rejoices in the 
"liberty wherewith Christ has made us free," 
Gal. 5 : 1 . He is now to walk, not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit, to "br ing forth 
fruit unto God," Rom. 7:4. 

It is when no longer under the law, but dead 
with Christ to the law, that he can fulfill the 
"righteous requirement" of the law, in walk
ing in newness of life, and in bringing forth 
fruit unto God. A good tree bringeth forth 
good fruit. 

No. 3. 

Lest the thought we have had before us, 
of walking after the Spirit, should lead to self-
occupation and bondage, it is right to use the 
help of Scripture elsewhere. The Lord Him-
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self said as to the Spirit: ' ' He shall not speak 
of (that is, from) Himself," " H e shall glor
ify Me," John 16:13. Therefore, one who is 
spiritual, led of the Spirit, is occupied with 
Christ. He is not to look within to see if he 
is spiritual. The activity of the new nature 
is in increasing knowledge of the Lord; find
ing more and more of the glory of His name 
and of His love. When we forget this we 
drift in the old current of the flesh. This 
must be judged and confessed. But even this 
does not mean we are to turn back again into 
the bondage of seeking something good within. 
"We have learned that there is no good thing 
there. Our object now is Christ; to follow 
Him, to rejoice in Him, to repose in Him, to 
abide in Him. 

But we need to be on our guard again, lest 
we should fail to note what it is that ministers 
Christ to us and guides TIS on our way. It is 
the Word, which is the sword of the Spirit, 
Eph. 6. Thus we are guarded against taking 
our own thoughts and experiences instead of 
God's will and way. Obedience to His Word 
is the test if we claim to be doing His will. 
We shall find it a very searching thing, under 
the tests and trials of the way to which God 
iillows ns to be exposed; we have to learn 
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the deceitfulness of the flesh—of our hearts. 
We easily become attached to our own ways;.-
and this is where the Word is our unfailing 
guide and friend. It is a faithful friend, like 
its Author, whose Word, therefore, it is. I t 
will not bend to suit our will. We must bow 
to it. By it alone can we be sanctified. John 
17:7, "Sanctify them by Thy truth, Thy 
Word is t ruth. ' ' Thus are we separated from 
evil—from evil within and from the world 
without, to follow Christ, and to please God 
in all things. "To obey is better than sacri
fice, and to harken than the fat of rams," 1 
Sam. 15: 22. 

In the Church to-day it is common to meet 
those who profess to be "sanctified" and to* 
have no evil nature within. Yet their doctrine 
is not that of Scripture, and their methods in 
having organizations and official services are 
unknown to Scripture and inconsistent with 
the liberty and guidance of the Spirit. And 
some who are women, who are in public min
istry, are in flagrant opposition to God's ex
press command in this very thing. What is 
needed is to tremble at the Word. Then it 
becomes " a lamp to the feet and a light to-
the path ." All else is darkness. " I f a man 
strive, vet is he not crowned except he strive 
lawfully," 1 Tim. 2. 
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But these departures from obedience and 
•simplicity are a natural result of a start in 
the way of sanctification that is based upon an 
"experience," and not upon the Scripture 
doctrine of deliverance. Hence, one's happy 
experience becomes an object to boast of—a 
ground of self-satisfaction that hinders care
ful subjection to the Word. 

There is much in vogue in "missions," 
among earnest Christian workers, that needs 
to be corrected in this line; not, as they may 
think, because their standard is too high for 
others, but because it is not the true standard 
—not "holiness of t r u th " Eph. 4:24, liter
ally. Nothing will suffice instead of the truth. 

In short, the "deliverance" of Scripture is 
not occupation with my having yielded myself 
to God; but it is deliverance from self, to find 
m y j°y m Christ, as before shown. That is 
all. I t is simple, because it is divine, and 
therefore perfect. But only faith will, or can, 
submit to it. All truth is received IN SUB
MISSION not in fleshly effort: in the power 
of God, not of man. The Jews of old, in going 
about to establish their own righteousness, 
HAD NOT SUBMITTED THEMSELVES to t h e r i g h -
teousness of God. 
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Even our joy in Christ is not to be ou r 
object. Hence the warning of Phil. 3 : "For
getting the things that are behind." Paul 
was referring to good things—happy exper
iences in the joy of the Lord; but all this was-
not his object. Now, this one statement of 
Christian growth overthrows all "sanctifica
t ion" theories. They all occupy the soul with. 
its attainment. Paul disallows that alto
gether ; he was reaching out to the things that 
were before; he was pressing towards the 
prize of the calling on high of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

The sacrifice of old (Lev. 7:15) was to be-
eaten the day it was offered, none to be kept 
over for the morrow. We grow by fresh ex
periences of Christ, and by His Word; not 
by thoughts of our attainment, which can only 
corrupt and hinder the soul, as that mani
festly does hinder those who are thus ensnar
ed. We may well review God's goodness tc* 
us in the past, and may we not fail in self-
judgment in the present, and confession of 
our sins; but may we understand what our 
liberty is in Christ. Liberty from self, which 
is ' ' vile,' ' and to be " abhorred, '•' that we may 
find our satisfaction and our joy in our blessed! 
Lord every moment of the day. 
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No. 4. 
We find in Rom. 8 the following statement 

as to the way of the flesh and the way of the 
Spiri t : "The mind of the flesh is enmity 
against God; the mind of the Spirit is life 
and peace." While the believer is in the 
body these two natures exist in him. The 
final deliverance is set forth in the 9th and 
10th verses, ' ' The body is dead because of sin, 
but the Spirit is life because of righteous
ness. ' ' That is, the body is identified with the 
evil nature, and to be kept in subjection—is 
marked for death, is mortal. But the Spirit 
leading out the soul in the way of righteous
ness—leads in the way of life. " I n the way 
of righteousness is life, and in the pathwav 
thereof there is no death," Prov. 12: 28. "But 
if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from 
the dead dwell in you, then He that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal body by His Spirit that dwelleth in 
you." This is the complete deliverance. It 
will be at the Lord's coming. The believer 
will then have his "body of glory." This is 
the full answer to the cry of Romans 7, "Who 
shall deliver me from this body of death?" 
That the believer may die is not considered in 
this passage. He may die and go to be with 
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Christ, and there await the day of manifested 
glory. But the Lord's coming as the hope of 
the Church is what is presented here. In the 
meanwhile the believer, while in the body, is 
free from bondage to sin as the teaching be 
fore us has shown. But " s i n " is still " i n 
the flesh." The flesh within, and the world 
without, make the whole scene a sphere of 
trial—of wilderness experience, in which by 
grace, he is fully furnished to overcome to the 
end. 

Thus the perfect doctrine of Scripture is 
necessarily in harmony with, and the producer 
and interpreter of all true experience. We 
find self within, unchangeably the same—al
together evil, and we are directed to turn 
from it, in joyful liberty, to Christ, and to 
rejoice in Him, who is now, as it were, our 
new self. "We are the circumcision who wor
ship God in the Spirit and boast in Christ 
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh," 
Phil. 3 : 3 . 

Romans 6 and 7 tells us the wray, and Phil. 
3 marks out the course of one diligently run
ning in that way towards the goal—to the 
time when he wTould win Christ; that is, to 
the time when he would be found in Christ 
in heaven. Adorned with—not his own righ-
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teousness—"but that which is of God by 
faith." 

There are two perfect conditions mentioned 
in this chapter; one that is prominent is that 
perfection which we will not get till we get 
to heaven and have won Christ; the other: 
"As many as are perfect, let them be thus 
minded.'' Plainly, the ' ' thus minded'' means 
to have given up hope of self, and to be find
ing all in Christ. Job could say: " I am 
vile," and at last: " I abhor myself." Then 
he was approved of God. 

We turn now to some exhortations in Rom. 
8 and Gal. 5, " I f be by the Spirit do mor
tify the deeds of the body ye shall live." 
Therefore there is no true living—no living 
for God—unless there is the mortifying " the 
deeds of the body,' ' that body which is ' ' dead 
because of sin," verse 10. But why be on our 
guard against the fruit of a tree if that tree 
is good? 

Let us note again, as before, that the in
dwelling Spirit is the power of our life in 
Christ. "The law of the Spirit (verse 2) of 
life in Christ, has made me free from the law 
of sin and death.' ' And again: ' ' The Spirit 
is life because of righteousness." He leads in 
the way of righteousness, which is life—a 
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living fruit—a result acceptable with a living 
God. So also in Rom. 6: "Ye have your fruit 
unto holiness, and the end everlasting l i fe" ; 
the latter looking on to the natural end in 
glory, as in Col. 3 : "When He who is our life 
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 
Him in glory." But the " f r u i t " now in 
"holiness" is a living thing. I t is life in 
a world dead in sins, and has its appropriate 
end or issue in everlasting life in glory. 

No. 5. 

In Gal. 5:16 we are exhorted to "walk in 
the Spirit and ye shall not fulfill the lusts of 
the flesh." This is an exhortation that marks 
out the way of liberty and holiness. I t is a 
way, not of vain contending with the flesh, 
but of liberty by the Spirit. The new life is 
not a negative thing, but a positive life. " I t 
is really life (1 Tim. 6: 19, New Trans.) not 
death. The heart is happily occupied with the 
Lord, and with His Word and with His ser
vice. I t is no longer empty, but enjoying 
communion with God. Christ, who set us free, 
is our object, and we will be conformed to His 
image at last in heaven. In the meanwhile 
we are to live to Him, no longer to ourselves. 
This is liberty and joy. 
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All failure is in living to ourselves. It is 
not faith. If we are yielding to evil, it is for 
self; if we are troubled and anxious it is 
about self. If we let go self and turn to 
Christ in submission, we are at once at rest 
again, and free from bondage. 

We had forgotten our reckoning. We are 
to reckon ourselves to be dead. We are dead 
to sin; that is, in Christ we are dead to the 
whole life we once lived in, altogether. 

It is not that we arrive at this condition by 
reckoning. We are dead to sin, and alive to 
God in Christ. We are in Christ simply be
cause we have life from Him, by the new 
birth, as we were in Adam by the life we had 
from him. This is very important. From 
apostolic days down to a recent period there is 
evidence, probably that this doctrine was not 
generally understood. Modern well-known 
commentators fail to grasp it ; the line of truth 
presented in Paul's epistles. It has been like 
gold hidden in the mines for centuries. "As 
ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk ye in Him, rooted and built up in Him," 
Col. 2. If I walk in Him, He lives in me, 
and the old Adam life is kept in subjection. 

Thus the old nature cannot hinder us in 
our walk with God when we thus have learned 
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that it has been dealt with by the cross. Our 
sins we are to judge and confess, and then 
we are to yield ourselves again to God. If 
many times in the day we are reminded that 
the flesh is in us, we are not to be perplexed. 
We have but to look away to Christ. We find 
all in Him. We are to cleave to Him, to rest 
in Him. Thus we "grow in grace" and in 
the knowledge of the Lord—of His holiness, 
of His faithfulness and of His love. 

It is well to note our liability to slip back 
from the sense of grace, in our exercises of 
repentance. We need to lay a firm hold of 
the truth, that if we sin, we are not to think 
that we have been put back again to a dis
tance from God, and that from thence we must 
work our way back. Let us remember the 
Word: "This grace wherein we stand." 
Therefore, our standing, our continuous con
stant position and relationship to God is in 
grace. I t is therefore unalterably the same. 
Therefore if we have sinned we find ourselves 
still in His presence. "Made nigh by the 
blood of Christ," Eph. 2:13. Thus alone 
have we power and encouragement to judge 
our sin, and to rejoice afresh in His favor, 
whatever our sorrow. Where else can sin 
be detected and truly judged, but in His 
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presence who is Light and who is Love ? It is 
with the Father we have to do. ' ' If any man 
sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ, the righteous, who is the propi
tiation for our sins,' ' 1 John 2. Let us freely 
judge ourselves and confess our sins—but in 
the light of His grace. "The law is the 
strength of sin." "Sin shall not have domin
ion over you, for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace," 1 Cor. 15:36, and Rom. 6:14. 

In short, to be established in peace and lib
erty, we need to understand by the doctrine 
of Christianity that the first man is not a par
tial failure, but a total failure. God is not 
repairing the old, but working a new 
creation " in Christ." His own work, to His 
own glory. Thus in Christ is eternal security. 
"Al l things are of God." "Old things are 
passed away." "Al l things are become new," 
2 Cor. 5. This basis we need, that we may 
walk at liberty; and on that basis alone can 
we live holy lives. We are exhorted to so 
live, not lest we should be lost—a selfish legal 
motive—but because we are saved. The love 
of Christ constrains us. The motive, love; the 
object, Christ. This can be in harmony with 
no other doctrine but that of eternal security 
in Christ, of which Scripture assures the be-
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liever. The gospel is ever what it means, 
"good news." 

On this ground our responsibility is serious. 
" I f ye call upon the Father, who, without 
respect of persons, judges according to every 
man's work, pass the time of your sojourning 
here in fear, forasmuch as ye know that ye 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
. . . but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot," 1 Pet. 1:17. 

If we are negligent and slothful, the Father 
must deal with us according to His require
ments, not according to our self-complacent 
thoughts. "God is not mocked," Gal. 6:7. 
The fear of God goes with the sense of grace. 
It is always the beginning of wisdom. It 
would save us from many a snare and humilia
tion, and would lead us in the way that glori
fies God. Him we love and desire to serve. 
Let our confidence be in Him. 

Therefore the believer has not to attain free
dom by effort, or by consecration. He has been 
set free by redemption.. He is in Christ. 
When this truth governs Him he is practi
cally free. He uses his liberty gladly in pre
senting his body a living sacrifice to God. In 
this way of life and holiness the Spirit will 
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lead us, filling us, and giving victory, if we 
do not grieve Him and hinder His working 
in us. 

In closing, we refer again briefly to the 3rd 
of Philippians. We have here set forth the true 
Christian state and experience. "We are the 
circumcision, who worship God by the Spirit, 
and boast in Christ Jesus, and have no con
fidence in the flesh." It is in this chapter that 
we have the notable words already referred 
to in these articles: "Forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before." This is ex
pressly the opposite to making our attainment 
our object of contemplation, for what Paul 
was "forgett ing" was what he had attained 
to, however blessed. ' ' I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the calling on high of God in 
Christ Jesus." 

This, in reality, presents an experience or 
attitude of soul, that is the reverse of that 
which is presented in "holiness" theories that 
prevail in the Church to-day. It is indeed 
liberty. We are free to "boas t" in Christ, not 
in ourselves, or in anything we have attained 
to. The end, to "win Christ," That we shall 
do when we reach Him in heaven. That will 
be " the prize of the calling on high." Then 
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we shall be perfect—not till then. Then we 
shall be found "not having our own righ
teousness, but that which is from God by 
faith." We are " i n Christ Jesus, who of 
God is made unto us, . . righteousness "" 
(1 Cor. 1: 30), " tha t according as it is writ
ten, he that glorieth, let him glory in the-
Lord. ' ' Christ is ' ' the best robe.' ' We shall 
shine in Him " i n that day." We are pre
destinated " to be conformed to the image of 
His Son," Rom. 8:29. In Him let us abide 
and rejoice. 

We add a few words as to the Father judg
ing "without respect of persons, according to* 
every man's work.'' I t refers to this life, not 
to eternal judgment. It is the attitude of the-
Father towards His children; towards believ
ers during their "sojourn" in this world. 
Often He must chasten them, that they may 
be "partakers of His holiness," Heb. 12:10. 
But as to eternal judgment, "al l judgment is 
committed to the Son" (John 5: 22), and the 
Son, who is thus the One who will sit upon 
the great white throne to judge the sinner at 
the close of time, tells the believer that he 
"shall not come into judgment." Such is the-
meaning of the word translated "condemna
tion," in the common version—the word i s 
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" judgment ." That is, the Judge Himself, by 
the gospel, assures the believer that he will 
never have to appear at the bar of judgment, 
when sinners will meet their final doom in 

•eternity. This session of final judgment is 
recorded in Rev. 20:11-15. Those who appear 
there will share the resurrection "of the un
just, ' ' for there are two resurrections—for we 
read in Acts 24:15, " tha t there shall be a 
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and 
unjust." Rev. 20:4. 5, describes some who 
share Christ's glory in the millennial reign: 
from the beginning of it—adding these words : 
"This is the first resurrection," and then: 
"Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection, on such the second death 
hath no power," and- just before this it is 
said: "The rest of the dead lived not again 
until the thousand years were finished.'' That 
is, the first resurrection is complete at the 
beginning of the millenium—the resurrec
tion of the "blessed and holy." The rest of 
the dead are clearly those who are not "bless
ed and holy." "They lived not again until 
the thousand years were finished"—that is. 
until the last resurrection, the resurrection 
" o f the unjust" ; that is, of those who ap
pear before the Son as their Judge, when He 
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sits upon the great white throne, from before 
whose face the earth and the heaven fled; 
away, and there was found no place for them-

Before this awful tribunal, the believer, 
therefore, will not appear. The Judge has 
Himself answered for him at the Cross of 
Calvary, and paid all the debt. Hence the 
justice of the assurance to the believer: ' ' Shall 
not come into judgment." How could he be 
judged or called in question, when his judg
ment has already been borne, by his Substi
tute? So that "God is just, and the justifier 
of him that believeth in Jesus, ' ' Rom. 3 : 26. 
The believer's day of judgment is past. What 
is before him is to reign in glory with his 
Saviour. " W e rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God,'' Rom. 5: 2. Thus the sky is clear and 
the hope sure, and the "grace in which we 
stand" (Rom. 5:2) furnishes us for the whole 
way, until the glory is reached. May we 
diligently and joyfully avail ourselves of i t ; 
"for we are not under the law, but under 
grace,' ' Rom. 6:14. We have a remarkable 
instance of this standing in grace, and yet of" 
holiness in government, in the Lord's dealings; 
with the Corinthian believers; who sinned and' 
were chastened by sickness and even by death. 
" F o r this cause many are weak and sickly 
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among you, and many sleep"; that is, had 
died: " F o r if we would judge ourselves, we 
.•should not be judged; but when we are judged 
we are chastened of the Lord, that we should 
not be condemned with the world," 1 Cor. 
11: 30. The believer cannot be condemned 
with the world (of which Lot is an example), 
but he may have to be chastened, even to the 
extent above described. To Lot it was said: 
""Haste thee, escape thither (to Zoar), for 
I cannot do anything till thou be come 
thither." Judgment could not fall until Lot 
was safe in a place of refuge. Such is the 
security of the believer. He is on a divine 
foundation that cannot be moved. Of this 
the Lord assures us when He says: ' ' My 
sheep shall never perish." 

But with this eternal security we are ever 
reminded of our responsibility. This is most 
serious and important. Fear and trembling 
become us, for we are prone to fail. Sin "eas
ily besets u s " at every turn. We have to do 
with One whose eyes are as a flame of fire, 
while we know Him as our Saviour and our 
friend. 

E. S. LYMAN. 
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