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CHAPTER I 

SOUTH AND NORTH DEVON 

"Jesus answered, My Father worketh even until now, and 
I work,, (John v. 17) 

1. VILLAGE CHlTRCHES

I
T has pleased God to make the county of Devon one of the

loveliest regions of England. T4is attracts many visitors, 
for God has created man able to enjoy the works of His hands. 
The religiously minded visitor will have noticed the churches 
and chapels of the various denominations, and some more 
observant persons may have remarked sundry buildings, 
usually plain and somewhat small, the notice boards of which 
do not mention any denomination. Indeed, if the visitor 
wander in out-of-the-way parts he may be surprised to 
discover some of these buildings in· quite remote spots, with 
few or no dwellings at hand, and he may wonder how and for 
what purpose they ca1ne to be so placed. If he inquire at 
isolated farms or lonely cottages perchance he may learn that 
some of these simple buildings were put up over a hundred 
years ago, and were placed where they are, perhaps because 
a bit of land was given by a farmer, or more rarely a squire, 
or the site was purchased as being fairly central for. the 
farming folk of a few miles around, whose homes, usually 
quite invisible from the hall, lie in lovely sequestered spots 
reached by the twisting high-banked lanes for which the hills 
of Devon are renowned. 

Should 'the curious visitor pursue his inquiries and drop 
in to the Sunday morning worship, he will find the interior of 
the building as unpretentious and undecorated as the exterior. 
The only ornamentation may be a text or two of the Bible 
hung or painted on the walls. Plain benches surround a plain 
table covered by a white cloth, carrying a loaf of bread and a 
glass of wine, occasionally unfermented. The congregation 
will be formed of more or fewer farming folk, men, women, and 
children. If the visitor can satisfy the leaders that he person
ally has faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and his Saviour 
he will be welcomed as a member of the family circle of God, 
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will be free to take public part in the worship, if so minded, 
and to partake of the bread and wine in remembrance of the 
Lord. 

If unused to such gatherings he may wonder that no 
minister or other appointed person conducts the service, but 
that one and another of the brethren announce hymns, pray, 
read a portion from the Scriptures and give an explanation of 
it or an exhortation based on it. And sometime during the 
hour one of them gives thanks for the loaf and cup, which 
pass from hand to hand till each of the adults has partaken. 

In the afternoon children will gather and be instructed in 
the truths of the Word of God. At night a brother appointed 
will explain the good news of salvation by faith in Christ 
Jesus.. The doctrim.e will be soundly evangelical, possibly 
with a perceptible odour of Calvinism. There w.ill almost 
certainly be emphasis upon present assurance of salvation and 
the eternal security of the believer on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The preacher may come from another such community in the 
district, or further afield, or he may be a brother giving all 
his time to the ministry of the gospel. Should a preacher 
appointed not arrive one of the local brethren will fill the gap. 
A reflecting visitor may wonder how it is that there are men 
enough to maintain such ministry seeing that few have any 
particular education and harqly any of them give signs of 
theological reading. Yet this has gone on for long years and 
has not lacked the blessing of God. 

In view of the emphasis upon finance in many other quarters 
it has been said sarcastically that, whatever the Christian 
Churches may differ about, they agree as to the text "Now 
concerning the collection " (1 Cor. xvi. 1). The visitor to 
these humble halls may therefore wonder how they are 
maintained, for at some of them there is no collection at all, 
and in others only at the Sunday morning meeting when it is 
not likely that any but members of the church will be present. 
In no case will he hear any appeal for money, nor- will any 
collection be taken, at a gathering where unregenerate 'persons 
are expected. 

All this may seem very unpromising to such as have been 
brought up in the organized spheres of religion. The denomi
nations lay heavy stress upon an educated ministry ; how, 
then, can such small and unregulated groups, mostly without 
social status, special education, or men with ministerial . 
training, hold together ? Yet they have done so, for there 
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they are, and in some cases more than a century after they 
commenced. Nor could this have been unless an energy of 
propagation had existed and persisted, for as a natural family 
must die out unless children are born, so must a spiritual 
family die out unless sinners are born again. 

It is true that some of these churches have died. In some 
areas the population has greatly thinned by migration to the 
cities. Sometimes spiritual life so declines that the lampstand 
is removed by the Lord (Rev. ii. 5). But by far the larger 
number of the groups remain to-day. It will be worth 
inquiring as to the secrets of this, for the value to the country
side of such centres of heavenly light, self-supporting and 
self-propagating, is very great. They are th� salt and the 
light, and in many districts are the only sphere where God is 
owned and honoured and through which His grace can reach 
the world. 

2. SOUTH DEVON

In the early thirties of the last century a gathering of 
Christians on the lines indicated commenced at Plymouth. 
It included there men of social position and learning, and 
speedily grew to' be a large church, though, of course, the bulk 
of its members were from ordinary walks in life. They had 
this notable feature, that they were so mastered and inspired 
by the great truths they learned from the Bible that they 
could _not but spread them. It was with them as with the 
apostles : " We cannot but speak the things which we saw 
and heard" (Acts iv. 20); nor were they daunted by obloquy 
and opposition. By their persistent testimony in the 
surrounding district other such churches were formed. 

3. NORTH DEVON

But many years before this God commenced to work in 
North Devon, and in a way very characteristic of Himself. 
It was in the vicinity of Barnstaple. The account of this 
Divine movement is found in a small, unpretentious book 
entitled : Recollections of an Evangelist, or Incidents connected 
with Village Ministry, by ROBERT GRIBBLE (second edition 
1858). 

This man of God was of quite humble rank, a draper. 
Here at once is something to be pondered. God is about to 
visit a dark district to save many sinners and found many 
churches of saints, and He chooses as His first instrument a 
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small tradesman. This is not an exception but rather a rule in 
the ways of God. It is exceptional when He works otherwise. 

The cultured prince of Egypt must be reduced to the lowly 
status of a desert shepherd : then in due time God called and 
used Moses. It was a shepherd lad whom God called to 
shepherd His people Israel and be ancestor of the incarnate 
King of glory. And that King of glory became a village 
carpenter, and of Him God says, "Behold, My Servant, 
whom I uphold, My chosen" (Isa. xiii. 1). When God would 
commence His modern world-wide evangelistic movement 
He chose another working man, a shoemaker, William Carey. 
Of this chosen instrument an ecclesiastic, pitifully unlearned 
as to divine knowledge, spoke sarcastically as "this dreamer 
of dreams who ·dreams that he has dreamed." But the 
foolishness of God was wiser than men. This was only a little 
before He chose draper Gribble to serve Him in Devon. 
And when God would open up central Africa to the gospel He 
chose a youth from the loom, David Livingstone; and neither 
F. S. Arnot nor Dan Crawford, who developed so widely the 
work Livingstone started, had social status or special 
education. 

This, we say, is not exceptional in the ways of God. When 
the Lord chose His special apostles, twelve were men from 
lowly life and only one came from a university city, Tarsus, 
or had academic training; and it is this one learned man 
who points out that " not many wise after the flesh are 
called," but that rather " God chose the foolish things of 
the world, that He might put to shame them that are wise " 
(1 Cor. i. 27). As Mrs. Booth well said, "He has not made 
-shift with them, taken them because there were no others.
No, He hath chosen them."

To be sure, God makes exceptions. Some learned men
He chooses and uses. T�ey reduce languages to writing ;
they translate His Word ; they explain His Book with
technical accuracy; they investigate ancient records and so
illuminate His ancient Scriptures; which type of service is
invaluable; and some of them have suffered much for Christ. 
But as compared with the great mass of disciples and the
majority of God's servants these are the few, always the
minority. They are specialists and have an honoured place;
but the vast majority of a kingdom, upon whom mainly its
work devolves and its stability and progress depend, are not
specialists.
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To-day special organizations exist and special efforts are 
made to reach students as a class. May these efforts be 
blessed, for students need deliverance from damnation equally 
with the rest of us. Yet from the gospel point of view it 
would appear that they are one of the less hopeful classes and 
that in general the results are scarcely proportionate to the 
efforts. Nor is the reason hard to find. It is that " know
ledge puffeth up" (1 Cor. viii. 1). From pride, above all 
other sins, we must be saved, if we are to be saved at all. 
God's good news is not addressed to students but to sinners, 
and to the former only because they are the latter. 

In a drawing-room in Oxford I had addressed some dozens 
of students of both sexes. Some of them were among the 
most brilliant classical and divinity students of the day. 
Our host asked if I had ever thought of living in such a centre 
to seek to influence such. I replied that I had not, because, 
in the first place, their scholastic conceit would cause many of 
them to set little value upon one like myself without a 
University degree; and then, from the outlook of the work of 
the gospel, I did not set much value upon the class of person 
that had been gathered that afternoon, for observation in 
many lands had satisfied me that the more part of the solid, 
enduring work of the kingdom of God is not being done by 
such but by men and women in humbler walks in life. My 
host, himsel_f a University graduate,·expressed agreement. 

Of course, there is no evil in genuine learning, and it gives 
certain real advantages. God knows everything and is, of 
necessity, the most l�arned of all beings. But in a world of 
vain, conceited sinners, and in an age and region inordinately 
proud of the little it knew, and profoundly ignorant of its 
ignorance (which conditions mark the modern Western world 
as they marked Greece of old), that one highly educated 
apostle determined to appear t9 be an ignoramus as regards 
all subjects but Christ, and to set Him before those proud 
hearers in the offensive status of one crucified (1 Cor. ii. 1-5). 

The learned man who can thus reduce himself to the 
position of one unlearned can be used of God. In place of 
parading, to his own glory, a form of knowledge which is 
wholly powerless to save man from sin, he will set forth Him 
who is the power of God and the wisdom of God unto salvation. 
This last the humble Robert Gribble could do, and God chose 
and used him, he being also otherwise qualified in ways that 
we shall soon observe. 



10 GOD AT WORK 

Let those who look for a God-given awakening look in the 
right direction and not be stumbled if it begin in God's usual 
way. It may be associated with a learned Jonathan Edwards 
in America or a cultured John Wesley in England; but it is 
more likely to begin with a cobbler Carey, or a draper Gribble, 
or an untrained youth like Evan Roberts. 

One of those other qualifications which marked Robert 
Gribble was a consuming love for the souls of others. The 
love of God which had found him constrained him to seek 
others. His narrative begins thus : 

THE FIRST STEP 

"Who hath despised the day of small things? " 
(Zech. iv. 10) 

When the Lord first made known His precious salvation to 
my own soul, the prevailing thought of my mind was, '' How 
can I be useful to the souls of others? " I was continually 
inquiring, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? " This 
desire, if sin�ere and earnest, is never, I believe, disappointed ; 
and it may be instructive to observe the way in which, in my 
case, the Lord was pleased to fulfil it. It occurred to me 
that my service as a teacher in the Sunday school of my native 
town would not be much missed, while it might be very useful 
in some of the neighbouring villages. At that period [1815], 
a village Sunday school was a new thing in that part of the 
country ; but the result of this thought was the establishment 
of several within the space of one year, through my own 
personal exertions and the help of others who were stirred up 
to follow my example; so that nearly three hundred children 
were soon brought under religious instruction. 

In 1815 Sunday Schools were in their youth. It was but 
thirty-five years since Robert Raikes had commenced such 
work in Gloucester, and it had not yet become a. regular 
feature of Christian service. That several others were stirred 
to join Gribble in it suggests that it was a time of general 
moving of the Spirit in the district and that no constraint 
was required to get workers once the way was indicated. In 
all spiritual work one volunteer is worth two pressed men ; 
and the volunteer must offer himself to the Lord, not to a 
pastor, superintendent, or friend. And not only must the 
call to the service come from the Lord but the control and 
manner of the work must be with the Lord continuously. 
It is seriously to be questioned whether the modern methods 
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in this work ever can command the approval of the Lord. 
Modern mechanical uniform schemes have come to prevail 
and have curtailed the individuality and personal contact of 
teacher and scholar. Graded classes, national Unions, rules 
and regulations, these so easily benumb devotion in teachers 
and response in scholars, reducing the work to a Sunday 
routine. Divine love alone has the spiritual energy to win 
and save a child, and love is intolerant of routine and formality. 

Were ignorance and vice a hindrance to the gospel Robert 
Gribble might have been discouraged. But light dispels 
darkness and heals disease. He continues thus (2) 1 

: 

The character of the whole agricultural population in that 
neighbourhood at this period was that of gross darkness. 
In a district nearly twenty miles in length, there was scarcely 
any gospel ministry; nor did I know or hear of a single family 
--one only excepted-where the truth was known or valued. 
I remember to have heard about that time that some ignorant 
persons were in the habit of preserving the clothes in which 
they were married, from an impression that they could not go 
worthily to the Lord's table without a " wedding garment ". 
Equally ignorant was an old man who told me that he was now 
sure the Bible was true; for bis master had lately bought a 
threshing machine, and it was prophesied that there should be 
"a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth." 

The Sunday School teacher was now to advance to 
preaching. He says : 

A considerable crowd assembled within and around the 
cottage where the gospel was first preached, in November 
1815, and its results were interesting and important, far 
beyond any previous anticipation. A cry for the gospel was 
soon heard from these ignorant villagers, and it was responded 
to on some suc�eeding week evenings. This, however, did 
not satisfy, and I was earnestly intreated to provide a Sunday 
evening service also. But there was no one to undertake this. 
My heart yearned over the poor villagers and I longed to send 
them the bread of life. At length I offered to read a sermon 
to them, and this was gladly accepted ; and for a few weeks I 
read one of Burder's Village Sermons to a crowded congregation 
of rustic hearers. This was my first step in service to the 
Lord in the gospel. Up to this time I do not remember to 
have had a single thought of ministry, nor did I consider 

1 Numbers in brackets at the end of quotations are the page of

Gribble's book. 
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myself at all qualified for such a work, but I was drawn into it 
as by necessity for the sake of others; and, as I then thought, 
merely to supply the present need. But "My thoughts are 
not your thoughts, saith the Lord," and the word to me
although at that time I knew it not-· was, " Arise, and preach 
the preaching that I bid thee " (4). 

This account is instructive as to a Divine call to minister 
the word of God. There is (1) no personal choice of the 
ministry as a desirable earthly vocation, with social status 
and guaranteed income; nor (2) any personal intention to 
devote life wholly thereto. But rather there is (3) a sense of 
personal insufficiency for this high and holy service, with (4) 
simply a response of love to an urgent and felt need in the 
souls - of others. Humility, love, and an obedient spirit, 
wrought in the heart by the Spirit of God·, were the requisite 
qualifications. T:P.ese being present Robert Gribble could be 
led on, receive spiritual tra�ning, and be used by the Lord. 
It is also to be observed that (5) concurrently with the pre
paratton of the preacher's heart there went an awakening 
sense of need in those he was to help, so that they sought 
instruction. 

The narrative continues 
. 

I was soon tired of reading a printed sermon, and began to 
write one ; and was gradually led on step by step until, within 
less than twelve months, I usually preached without notes (4). 

Yet there are greyhaired professional preachers, who left 
their college long years ago supposed to be qualified for the 
ministry, who still read sermons, their own or others ! 
Gribble adds 

I have stated thus much to show how one who, like myself, 
had received no preparatory instruction for the ministry, was 
led to engage in a work so solemn and responsible; and that at 
a period when, both by Dissenters and Episcopalians, a certain 
measure of educational training, either in some college or 
academy, was considered almost indispensable. I was fully 
aware of this, but was gradually led onwards, impelled by an 
agency I could not resist ( 4). 

Surely here is the centre and crux of the matter : "impelled 
l?Y an agency I could not resist ". Let no one preach unless 
thus impelled. So long as he can stifle the urge let him 
refrain from preaching. For speech is forceful when the 
speaker can say with Jeremiah : "And if I say, I will not 
make mention of Him, nor speak any more in His name, then 
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there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my
bones, and I weary myself to hold it in and cannot" (Jer.
xx._ 9. Varioru1n Bible) ; or with Paul, " necessity is laid
upon me." But woe to him who being thus impelled crushes
the impulse (1 Cor. ix. 16). He thereby quenches the Spirit.

Further progress is now mentioned. 

Within a few months of my first effort to preach some farmers 
living at Hiscot, another village of the same large parish
Tawstock, requested me to come and minister to them also, 
and I consented to go there in the morning ; so that my time 
on the Lord's day became fully occupied. 

The instruction at the Sunday school was· attended with 
much blessing. About ninety children were collected in a 
village which contained but twelve or fourteen houses, and 
several were afterwards converted. Two of the earliest scholars 
have for many years engaged in the ministry of the gospel (4). 

4. PROGRESS AND OPPOSITION

Within two years of the preaching of the first sermon a 
chapel had been erected [in 1817] at East Coombe to 
accommodate one hundred and fifty hearers. Many who have 
long since departed to be with Christ were first awakened to a 
sense of their lost condition, and led to Jesus, through the 
Lord's blessing on the ministry in that chapel, and in the 
cottage used previous to its erection (6). 

This reveals the preacher's views and message. Men are 
in a " lost condition ". They need to be " awakened " to 
this condition. But conviction and repentance, though 
indispensable, are not enough : men must be "led to Jesus" 
-there must be personal contact with Christ, by faith.
To-day such theology and practice are often scorned as being
"old-fashioned," "antiquated," "out-of-date." But omit
these elements and preaching saves no sinner. They are
apostolic features and the Spirit of God endorses them by
His use of them. Gribble goes on to narrate very many
startling and heartening conversions. Such are scattered all
through his narrative, covering over thirty years.

Of course there arose resistance and persecution. 

A neighbourin•g farmer predicted that the newly erected 
chapel would in a few years be used as a barn, but after a 
period of forty years [by 1858] the tidings of salvation are still 
heard within its walls, while he has long since been called to 
his account (9). 

GW 2 
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And ninety years later, in 1952, the gospel is still preached 
there. 

Within a mile of the chapel were the residences of two 
gentlemen of high position, claiming remote and even royal 
ancestry; both were magistrates, and nearly related .... 
One of them-to his honour be it recorded-never interfered 
in any way to hinder the gospel, even when ministered almost 
close to the precincts of his noble mansion, and his example 
}Vas followed by all the members of his large establishment. 
By the other we were greatly opposed, and various unworthy 
means were used to prevent the spreaci of the " new doctrine." 
Children were met on their way to the Sunday school and 
driven back; the poor were threatened with the loss of their 
parish pay if they came to the chapel ; the churchwardens were 
ordered to go and report the persons who attended; and it was 
said from the pulpit that those who did so endangered their 
salvation (9). 

It is thus clear that the parson supported the squire in this 
opposition. This is an old story. Caiaphas, the high priest, 
goaded the secular ruler, Pilate, to execute Jesus. The 
Roman Church habitually used the civil powers to destroy 
" heretics ". In century sixteen it was the great Reformers 
who instructed the Protestant Princes to persecute non
conformers, even unto death. In a village in south east 
Europe I visited it was the Greek Orthodox priest who 
incited the police to a wholly illegal persecution of a group of 
pious evangelicals. In' an East Anglian village a squire posted 
up a notice at Easter that every one in his employ must go to 
church that Sunday or be dismissed. A youth who went 
regularly to church knew that it was not right thus to force 
attendance. He did not go and never went again through a 
long ·life, but became an ardent irreligious Socialist. "Woe 
to that man [ squire or cleric] through whom the occasion of 
stumbling cometh" (Matt. xviii. 7). 

But the Spirit of, Almighty God is not to be thwarted. 
Before long a waggoner in the service of that gentleman was 
converted, and he led a groom to Christ. Next a lady's maid 
was saved, who became later the wife of a faithful minister of 
Christ. She led to the Lord her young mistress, who became 
a bold witness, though under much persecution and reproach. 
Through her a near relation was brought to Christ, and her 
son was converted and became a faithful clergyman, with a 
wide sphere of service. 

Such a number came into gospel light that there arose a 
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general dissatisfaction with the lifeless ministry at the parish 
church. To this God responded, and, though the whole 
patronage of the parish was in the hands of that great family, 
they presently appointed a curate who preached the gospel 
faithfully, and shortly they provided a convenient schoolroom 
for secular instruction, and the schoolmaster chosen was a 
godly man who earnestly taught to the children the truths of 
salvation. 

5. :MINISTRY

Robert Gribble continued such labours for fourteen years, 
with Barnstaple as his centre. He had prayed much to b.e 
freed from business that he might devote all his time to the 
gospel. This desire was granted in 1829. There were now 
three village churches connected with the church in Barnstaple. 
Speaking of his removal from the district he touches upon the 
urgent matter of the supply of suitable ministry of the word 
for these places, and offers these significant remarks : 

It was no small confirmation for me that they were not left 
destitute of pastoral oversight and the ministry of the Word, 
which need was provided for in a way altogether unsought and 
unexpected (54). 

He then details how a worldly man of society and of means, 
named Thomas Pugsley, was converted and consecrated, and, 
upon Gribble leaving the district, devoted himself and his 
money to the work for th� remaining five years of his life. 
Then, " soon after " another " disinterested servant of God " 
" came among them " and " laboured with much blessing 
for many years." Gribble continues : 

He also is now entered into rest; but through the whole 
period of forty years, since the erection of the chapel at East 
Coombe, ministry has not failed, nor has the work, to my 
knowledge, ever been helped by any public society (55). 

That was written over ninety years ago; it has continued 
true ever since and is true to-day in 1952. Here is the 
feature mentioned in our opening remarks. The Lord is 
really the Head of the church, and can (1) raise up help 
locally, as in the case of the converted man of fashion just 
mentioned; or (2) by sending some one from elsewhere, as 
in the second case mentioned; or (3) He can stir and qualify 
ordinary members of a church, as He did Robert Gribble 
himself. By these measures He can and does maintain His 
cause for long periods without man taking His business out of 
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His hands by schemes and measures of human devising. 
The matter is of vast and determining importance. Under 

the over-ruling of God the world at large is steadily reverting 
to the uncertainty and disorder of apostolic times, and more 
and more the Lord's methods will alone meet the needs. In 
the Established Churches in every land, and throughout Non
conformity, the supply of ministers is undertaken and 
controlled by man. The methods may vary ; the essence is 
the same : man arranges what in the early church the Lord 
Himself directly controlleq. A� rega;rds the matter more 
distinctly before us, adequate ministry for village churches, 
the human method may be studied in the following example 
from Robert Gribble's own period and district. 

He was not the only servant of Christ used in his time in 
that dark area of north Devon. On the contrary, the Baptist 
brethren showed much devotion and saw much blessing. 
Not a few Baptist churches were then formed in that county, 
some account of which is given in an interesting book entitled 
A Bqok of Remembrance. Particulars are given of sixteen 
places, mostly rural. These good people had perforce to face 
the same need of preachers and teachers for village congre
gations. In what manner they dealt with the- problem, and 
how largely they took the matter out of the direct control of 
the Lord and imposed their own human notions and control, 
is shown by this extract from the Church Book of their 
Torrington church (p. 34 qf the work just named) 

Some difficulties have arisen respecting our brethren who 
preach in the villages, it was taken into consideration at our 
church meeting in July 1834; and after much consideration 
and prayer at several meetings, it was finally resolved at our 
church meeting, September, 1834, "That a conference be 
established as a permanent service for tlie exercise of the gifts 
of those brethren who may feel disposed to seek the good of 
their fellow-sinners by preaching the Gospel in the villages : 
that it shall be held once a fortnight, and that each member 
residing in Torrington, or within five miles of it, who may be 
engaged in village preaching, shall preach in his tum at this 
meeting. Only one brother shall be engaged on each evening ; 
and he not to exceed half an hour in preaching ; after which 
the pastor shall deliver a few remarks, and close in prayer. 
That all persons wishing to engage in village preaching shall 
apply to the pastor, who shall propose the brother at the next 
church meeting, and, if he be approved by the church, he shall 
be added to the list of village preachers, and take his tum at the 
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conference. The text for the conference shall be chosen by 
the pastor and deacons and village preachers; and all texts 
shall be handed to the pastor, who shall publish at the con
ference the text for the next time. 

The writer of the book adds 
Th us village preaching was a recognized service, and from 

the church must the brethren go forth with the words of life to 
their fellow-creatures. 

Control of ministry was thus vested in church, pastor, 
deacons, and the village preachers. A society of preachers 
was formed, to which each who wished to preach must belong. 
He could gain access and recognition only by approval of the 
pastor and the church : otherwise his ministry would be 
unsanctioned and irregular. At the meetings of the Society 
each must preach in his turn, whether moved by the Spirit of 
God for that occasion, or not ; his text was chosen by others ; 
the time he migl].t occupy was fixed. Only one speaker was 
permitted at any meeting, in spite of 1 Cor. xiv. 29, " Let the 
prophets speak by two or three;" and the pastor must give 
the final word and must be the one to close in prayer. 

Doubtless there was much worldly prudence shown in all 
this ; but where can such a human scheme and control be 
-fitted into the Acts of the Apostles or New Testament sanction
be found? Thus can godly men pray and ponder, yet miss
the way of the Lord because they disregard the Word of God
as their guide and rule and impose their own well-meant
restrictions upon the Holy Spirit and His servants. In
principle it is a continuance of the Council of Arles, in 314,
when the Confederate Church, formed in the days of
Constantine, first imposed regulations restricting the original
liberty of ministry under the direct ordering of the Spirit of
the Lord.

Is. it any wonder that in general the Spirit of God is
restrained and ministry thus ordered by man receives but
little of His unction ? In a certain village known to me there
stood a substantial and long-established Nonconformist
chapel, ordered on much the above lines. There was also a
tiny iron room where some few farming folk followed the ways
which they, like Gribble and others of his time, had learned
from the Word of God. A humble Christian, eighty years of
age, had attended the chapel all his life, but failing strength
made the distance too great and he began to drop in at the
iron hall, close to his house. Finding his soul feasted and
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fattened as never before, he presently said: " I don't say 
nuffin gainst them at the chapel : they don't say nuffin gainst 
the Bible, nor anything like that : but there baint no stuffin 
to it." Yet the chapel had an educated minister and the 
leading tradesmen of the village, while the hall had more 
ordinary men. How then, was it that these could spread 
the table with more nourishing food than those ? It was 
principally because the Spirit of truth had fuller freedom to 
teach and use His people. 

The methods that the Head of the church instituted at the 
first He adopted because they were best adapted to allow that 
" manifestation of the Spirit " through each and every 
believer, which would serve best to the building up of the 
body of Christ (1 Cor. xii. 7). No other methods can so well 
serve this purpose. The above extract intimates that it was 
" difficulties" which had arisen in the local preaching that 
caused the adoption of the scheme and its regulations. But 
difficulties are not removed by the substitution of man's 
methods for those appointed by the Lord: Rather do 
worse difficulties arise. When Israel entered the Lord's 
path which should take them from Egypt to Canaan they 
quickly encountered an impassable obstacle, the Red Sea. 
Had they turned to some other road, backward or sideways, 
they would neither have escaped Pharoah nor have reached 
the goodly and pleasant land. 

May grace from God be given to many to-day who profess 
to own the Lord as Head and to be worshipping and witnessing 
upon His lines as discovered a century or more ago by Robert 
Gribble and others better known. For to-day far too many 
who so profess have adopted human arrangements for ministry, 
and say they have done so because of "difficulties" which 
arise in following the ways of the Lord. They may be very 
sure that they, too, will miss the goodly and pleasant land. 
Indeed, it is being already and frequently said of their self
chosen ministry that " there baint no stuffin to it.'1

The way to secure a. fresh moving of the Spirit is not to 
restrain Him by our own methods (which are ever borrowed 
from the world that knows not His ways or power), but to 
humble our hearts before the Lord, asking that the heavenly 
energy may work again in His own appointed way. Whenever 
the Spirit works in mighty force He sets aside human methods 
of worship and witness! and reinstates those ordained at first 
by the Head of the Church. 
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As a consequence of trusting the Lord with His own business 
Gribble was able to add 

It has been no small comfort to me that the Lord raised up, 
among those who had been converted during this period, five 
individuals whom He used in after years in occasional or stated 
ministry, two of whom were from our own Sunday school; and 
a still more interesting event occurred soon after my removal. 
This village congregation was to have the privilege and honour 
of sending an ambassador to the heathen_ (56).

This was George Beer, who, with another from that area 
named Bowden, accompanied A. N. Groves to India in 1836. 
These two were used of God to commence the gospel testimony 
in the Godaveri Delta district of south India, which has been 
so greatly blessed and which still continues. 1

6. Go FORWARD

The simple but fascinating narrative goes on to detail how 
the Lord led His servant into yet fuller dependence upon 
Himself. It reads : 

At the time of my leaving business I was enabled calmly to 
wait on the Lord, in the full confidence that He had purposes 
of blessing to accomplish by it, and I was not permitted to be 
anxious about the future. Nor was my faith tried for any 
lengthened period, since the Lord was pleased, in a most

remarkable manner, to direct my steps to a Home Missionary 
Station in a distant part of the same county, under the direction 
of the ministers of the Independent denomination of that 
district (57). 

The foregoing is to be noted. The Lord very distinctly led 
His servant to work under the Home Missionary Society, 
though the plan of having Societies to further the work of the 
gospel is not of Himself, nor was it His full purpose for the 
life of Robert Gribble. Thus (1) The Lord in His sovereignty 
causes plans not of Himself to serve His gracious ends ; and 
(2) He used this association with a Society to educate Gribble
in the knowledge of Himself, to open his eyes more fully as to
what are His own chosen ways, and as a stage towards the
true path of faith. God thus blesses a servant who walks up

1 It is to be regretted that, after many years of following the way of 
trusting the Chief Shepherd to supply ministry of the Word, some of 
the churches that Ropert Gribble taught the ways of the Lord declined 
in living faith and resorted to the arranged " preachers' plan." It has 
brought no advance in their spiritual life, nor can be expected to do so, 
but rather it contributes to weakness. 
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to the measure of the light received, provided there is readiness 
of mind to follow any further l_ight when granted. But this 
does not imply approval by the Lord of whatever may not be 
His will with which a faithful servant may be connected. 

God was leading His servant into clearer light and a larger· 
life. He shall himself tell the story of this leading. It is 
chapter 11 of his book (59-66). 

I entered on the duties of my new sphere of service as a 
" Home Missionary " with energy and zeal, and longed to 
behold, as heretofore, the fruit of my labour. But the character 
of the service was very different. I had hitherto sown the seed 
of truth where Christ was scarcely named : but here the people 
had heard the gospel many years, and there were several loose 
professors around, who had in various ways brought reproach 
on the name of Christ, and occasioned His enemies to blaspheme. 
My work, therefore, was arduous and discouraging; and it was 
more than a year before I had the happiness of knowing that 
even one soul had been converted to God. But it has since 
appeared that one ·especial purpose for which I was sent to that 
place was to be instructed in many important truths which are 
now gradually opened to me. 

It was at this time that I first began to see the necessity of 
testing all that I professed to believe as God's truth by God's

own word. This was a new thing to me, having been 
accustomed-as many, I fear, still are-to receive what I had 
been taught without taking the pains to examine whether it 
was in accordance with the Scriptures, the only infallible 
standard of truth. " To the law and to the testimony, etc." 
(Isa. viii. 20). I now began to follow the example of the noble 
Bereans, who searched the Scriptures daily (Acts xvii. 11), in 
obedience to the precept in John v. 39; and I was led earnestly 
to pray for divine light and guidance. I have ever since had 
cause to be thankful that from this time my chief an..-x.iety was 
to know the Lord's mind concerning His truth, which I desired 
to follow, without regarding consequences. 

I now began to discover my profound ignorance respecting 
the prophetic word, and wondered how I could have so long 
applied to the church those portions which so plainly refer to 
Israel. Isaiah i. 1 convinced me that what he "saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem "could not r�fer to the church, as I had 
always been taught. I now read Isaiah lxi also as not belonging 
to the church, but as clearly describing the glory yet to be 
manifest in Israel after her repentance and restoration to her 
own land. I had long contended against the premillennial 
advent; but Luke xvii. 26-30 : 2 Thess. i. 8, together with 
similar texts, were opened to me with much power : clearly 
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shewing that the present dispensation would end in judgment, 
before the period when the earth would be restored to blessing 
and filled with the knowledge of the Lord. I asked myself, 
How could '' the day of the Lord come as a thief in the night '' 
(2 Peter iii. 10), if there were first to b� a thousand years of 
blessing? 

The evils connected with the various denominations into 
which the church of Christ is divided began also to occupy my 
thoughts. I had seen and heard much to convince me that 
many individuals who entered upon the work of the ministry 
-dissenters as well as episcopalians-were unduly anxious to
increase their salaries, and too little concerned about feeding
the flock or leading sinners to Christ. I was gradually led to
consider the example of the apostles, and the commendation
bestowed on those who " went forth taking nothing of the
Gentiles " (3 John vii) ; and was convinced that those who
labour for Christ in the gospel ought not to seek the help of the
men of the world, but to rely on the care of Him who hath
promised to supply His people's need (Phil. iv. 19).

The practice of seat-rents in places used for public worship 
seemed to me unscriptural, after· James ii was made plain to me. 
I had long before this seen the practical working of the system, 
when the rent of the seat occupied by my family in the town 
where I resided, while I was labouring in the gospel elsewhere, 
was suddenly raised from one to two guineas a year, on the 
arrival of a new minister .. I have no personal object in saying 
this, nor is it any pleasure to me to do so ; but I feel bound to 
state plainly the circumstances by· which I was gradually led 
to give up many things, when they were shewn to me to be 
contrary to the word of God. 

My mind was for some time undecided upon the subject of 
Baptism. Being well versed in the arguments by which infant 
baptism is generally defended, it was some years after the first 
doubts concerning it arose in my mind ere I became fully 
satg;fied that it was altogether erroneous. My first doubts 
arose from hearing three sermons delivered by a talented 
minister in its defence, when I was surprised at the entire lack 
of Scripture proof in support of his argument, while he enlarged 
much upon the inconvenience, etc., of adult baptism. These 
were increasingly confirmed by his requesting me and others 
not to attend the one lecture to be given in reply by a Baptist 
minister who had heard him. I was at length delivered from 
my painful uncertainty by perceiving from Rom. vi. 3-5, and 
many similar passages, how strikingly our union with Christ, 
as being dead and risen with Him, is set forth by immersion ; 
and also that baptism is intended only for those who believe

(Acts viii. 37), which infants cannot do. 
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I have very briefly alluded to some of the subjects on which 
the Lord was now enlightening my mind, and preparing me for 
future service. The texts quoted are those which I well 
remember as occurring to me just at that time, and which 
appeared conclusive. Many others might be added, equally 
important in reference to the same truths, but those named are 
sufficient f9r my present purpose. 

While I was busily occupied with these subjects I began 
gradually to feel a degree of bondage, from being under the 
control and direction of those who appeared chiefly anxious to 
maintain the respectability of their position in the church of 
God; and just at this time a circumstance occurred which 
caused me much trial, but eventually delivered me from my 
thraldom. A dear Christian brother, by whose testimony the 
Lord had been greatly honoured, came occasionally into the 
neighbourhood and ministered on a few, occasions in the chapel 
in our village. I was sharply reproved for this by the 
committee, and promised not to ask him again to minister in 
any place under their control. I was afterwards rebuked for 
attending his ministry in the open air; and subsequently was 
told that the committee could not allow their servant in any 
way to countenance this faithful servant of God. About this 
time I had some counterbalance to my trial by the joy of 
witnessing four or five conversions ; but this grace and blessing 
of God appeared to be little thought of by my employers, who 
were mainly occupied with the subject alluded to. Yet, 
strange as it may appear, they told me in the committee that 
they did not one of them know the brother alluded to, and that 
they believed him to be 11 a very holy man of God.'' 

Whatever I had felt of my bondage before was nothing to 
this. The question was, How could I surrender my liberty, by 
refusing to acknowledge and countenance a dear servant of 
God at the mere dictation of any man, or any body of men ? 
Carnal reason would have replied, 11 Your maintenance and 
that of your family depends on it." But I was not permitted 
to listen to its dictates, and was soon made cheerfully willing 
to leave the matter in the Lord's hands. I saw more clearly 
than before that any order of things may be contended for 
rather than the truth; and resolved from that time to give 
myself to the work of the Lord as His servant, to go only where 
HE might direct me, and to seek from Him alone all I might 
need for my temporal support. 

1
1 If any man serve Me, let him follow Me" is the requirement

of our heavenly Master (John xii. 26). The path of obedience 
is marked out for us by His own example; and in seeking to 
walk as He walked, and to aim at His glory in all our imperfect 
service, we shall find ample reward, whatever circumstances 
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of trial such a confession of Him may be attended with. It 
will be enough to hear Him say at last, " Well done, good and 
faithful servant." 

Another subject which much pained me was the homage paid 
to individuals of wealth and influence. Some of the members 
of the Association were men of the world, not even professing 
to be Christians ; yet they had a voice in all the measures to 
be adopted. I have seen a gentleman in,the chair at a Mission
ary Meeting held in a chapel, and heard him advocate the 
object about which they were assembled; yet he spent nearly 
the whole night at a ball near the same spot not long after. 

I hop·e I do not say this in a censorious spirit. I esteem and 
honour all who seek to serve the Lord according to the measure 
of light and ability which He has given them; but I feel bound 
at the same time to state, in simple honesty, the events I have 
witnessed, so far as they are needful to explain my own conduct 
in reference to the path I have taken. 

A happy circumstance was connected with my quitting this 
place, at the end of nearly three years. At the sale of my 
furniture a book was purchased by a young man, which led to 
his conversion. This same individual had caused the church 
bells to be rung the year previous while I was preaching near 
his father's house. He now became a decided witness for the 
truth, preaching the gospel in various places in the open air; 
and after a few years he went as a missionary to India, to 
declare the word of life to the perishing heatlien. A missionary 
had thus been raised up in each of the two places in which I had 
hitherto laboured. 

My connection with the committee was to cease in March, 
1832, four months from the time of their notice, during which I 
was kept free from anxiety, and waited on the Lord for guidance 
respecting the future. It was but three weeks previous to its 
expiration when I received a letter from a brother in the Lord 
suggesting whether it might not be His will that I should again 
come to my native town, and labour in the surrounding villages, 
until directed to some permanent place of service. I regarded 
this as the Lord's voice to me, and soon returned to occupy a 
cottage there. On receiving my last quarter's salary, and 
paying my rent and other debts, I had one shilling and three 
half-pence remaining ; a token, as I then thought, that the 
Lord would supply my need, as He had hitherto done, and 
this was enough. But I determined from this time never to 
contract debt for any purpose whatever; and I have rigidly 
adhered to it for the last twenty-five years, and have thus been 
spared a multitude of cares. 

This was therefore a new era in my life, and with a family of 
nine persons the prospect of being entirely cast on the 
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providence of God for their whole support was not contemplated 
without some degree of anxiety; for I was led to choose this 
path, not so much from a consciousness that I had faith to bear 
me out in it, but because I felt sure it was according to the 
Lord's mind, and that He would be honoured thereby, and 
would give me increasing faith as I went along, which I have 
since abundantly proved. It was attended at the commence
ment with sufficient trial to test the principles by which I 
professed to be guided, as will always be the case. The Lord 
will prove us, whatever the measure of grace He is pleased to 
bestow. On some occasions during the first year my faith, and 
that of my sick wife, were severely tried; but the Lord's 
gracious deliverances, and very providential helps, were so 
timely and so sweet as to make the trial in its results a very 
happy one. Nor did either myself or my dear wife, during the 
short remainder of her life, which at this time was fast wasting 
from disease (and this was by far my deepest trial), regret for 
one moment the resolution we had taken. 

During the summer I preached in about thirty towns and 
villages, mostly in the open air. These places were from three 
to ten, and sometimes twenty miles from my residence ; so 
that I frequently walked fifteen miles on the Lord's day, and 
preached four times ; and on some occasions I walked nearly 
thirty miles. 

This picture of gospel service a hundred and twenty years 
ago is worth studying. Only the really rich then had carriages, 
and there were no other means of transport for such work. 
What if modem mechanical transport should break down ? 
What if petrol should really run out in the West? Life would 
be suddenly paralyzed, even as to the distribution of food. 
Nor is this a very remote possibility. Is the distribution of 
the heavenly bread, as well as of that for the body, to be then 
restricted? or will the Lord find servants ready for such 
strenuou� labours as this picture shows ? Many years ago I 
spent a week with the Pilgrim Preachers. We sped along in 
motor cars, covering much ground, but staying at only a few 
places. I asked Mr. Luff, who was then still the leader, as he 
had been from the start of this good effort, what he thought 
of the comparative spiritual effect of the motor transport as 
compared with the original plan of footing it? He replied 
that the older way was the better for spiritual purposes. 
That then they stopped awhile at ren1ote hamlets and lonely 
cottages very seldom reached with the message of life, and 
beyond this he missed the brotherly intercourse by the way, 
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the converse over the things of the kingdom. And he agreed 
with me that the impression made on the hearers by a group 
of men tramping in to the village travel-stained and hot, or 
wet, was better than when they arrived in cars. 

The story goes on with descriptions of two scenes which 
show how rough and coarse country life in England still was 
as late as 1832. The first circumstance affords a delightful 
example of how directly the Lord will guide in gospel service 
one who is free from the entanglements and ties of a pre
arranged programme. Gribble says: 

While on my way to a distant village, in July 1832, I was 
overtaken by a woman on horseback. She was quite a stranger 
to me, and, to my surprise, slackened her pace and began to tell 
me of her unsuccessful errand to the town we had just quitted. 
She and her husband had recently been brought to kpow the 
truth through" the ministry of some Wesleyans who came to 
preach in the village of Huncha, where many souls had been 
awakened; and she had been to request the Wesleyan minister 
to come and preach at their forthcoming Revel, the annual 
season during which vice and iniquity, with intemperance, 
abound in the villages of. our land. She had, however, been 
disappointed, as he was expected elsewhere. As it was not to 
take place for ten days, and I had no particular engagement, I 
offered to go and minister in his stead, which she gladly 
accepted ( 71). 

Much violence was encountered, earth and wood being 
flung, "and we were afterwards pelted with mud, until my 
clothes, and the face of one of my companions, were quite 
covered with it " (73). But the son of a Christian of that 
place was converted through the ministry that evening, and 
a deep impression was made upon the leader of the opposition, 
a daring character for whom nothing appeared too vile, but 
who confessed that Gribble had made him commit" hundreds 
of sins" that evening (74). 

The next year another tumultuous occasion occurred at a 
fair at the large market town of Crediton. The cruel sport of 
bull-baiting, not yet wholly banished from England, was in 
progress. While Gribble was preaching fighting arose and 
blood flowed. But quieter hearing followed, and " an aged 
man from the country was heard to say to himself, 'Ah, I 
know it is all true' " (76). 
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7. A FELLOW-WORKER

It has been mentioned above that the Committee of the 
Home Missionary Society strongly objected to their agent 
having any connection with one whom they did not indeed 
know and had never heard, yet believed him to be a " very 
holy man of God." Gribble described. him as " a dear 
Christian brother, by whose t_estimony the Lord had been 
greatly honoured ,11� • a faithful servant of God" (64). 
Who was this ? and of what was he guilty that ministers of 
the gospel took a stand against him ? 

His name was Robert Cleaver Chapman. He had superior 
social connections, and was highly educated, being so good a 
Greek scholar as to keep Homer under his pillow to read on 
awaking. And he could converse in seven modem languages 
and preach in five. By profession he ha<l been a solicitor 
practising in London. In early manhood he was laid hold of 
by the Lord for special use. This young man of fashion at 
once made a public confession of his faith, was baptized, shortly 
gave up his profession, �gave away his means, and devoted 
life and powers to the work of the Lord, i:Q. dependence upon 
Him alone for guidance and support. 

He said later that he knew at the time of his conversion 
that pride would be his besetting sin ; that therefore he went 
to Barnstaple, where he had been accustomed to drive in a 
carriage and pair, with coachman and footman, and took a 
small workman's dwelling in which to live, and he added 
quaintly, " and my pride never got over it ". Born in 1803 
he died in 1902, nearly one hundred years of age. About the 
year 1895 it was twice my privilege to attend the weekly 
Bible reading which he led in his humble dwelling. 

It was Robert Chapman who led to Christ Thomas Pugsley 
before-mentioned, and it was the latter who invited him to 
Barnstaple. There he at first served the church of Strict 
Baptists. J3ut he was not with them in their refusal to allow 
unbaptized believers to partake of the Lord's Supper. Though 
himself immersed he could not regard as disorderly persons, 
to· be refused full Christian fellowship, true children of God 
who could not yet see that their christening as children was 
not true baptism, and who believed that they had been 
scripturally baptized. He patiently taught this to the church 
at Barnstaple and gradually won them all to his view, so that 
they were willing to break bread with all godly persons. 
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Thereupon certain other Strict Baptists of the town demanded 
that the premises occupied by the church should be 
surrendered to them to use. Mr Chapman examined the trust 
deed and, as a solicitor, was satisfied that he and his friends 
were not in any point setting aside its provisions. The fact 
was that it had been a General Baptist church and had only 
been lent by the latter to the Strict Baptists. But said 
Robert Chapman, "Yet we gave them the chapel, just as I 
should give my coat to a man who demanded it. You will 
not be surprised when I tell you that ere long the Lord gave 
us a m-µch better chapel." 

The three village churches which had been established by 
Robert Gribble-East Coombe, Hiscot, and Lovacott-fol
lowed this course and ceased to be Strict Baptist communities. 

This matter is mentioned in the Book of Remembrance before 
quoted. On p. 23 it is said concerning the Barnstaple church 
that 

Upon the removal of Mr Orchard, Mr Chapman was invited 
to settle among them. His settlement eventually introduced a 
new order of things which separated the church from the 
[Baptist] Association and the body at large. 

Yet the grace with which he had acted at the time, by 
surrendering the .building, as well as his whole after career, 
was acknowledged by the compiler of the Book of Remembrance 
in these friendly words 

We think it right to say that, although Mr Chapman separated 
himself from the Baptist body, and became what is called a 
Plymouth Brother, yet he has continued his Christian labours 
in Barnstaple for many years, and been greatly blessed of God. 
He has baptized many on a profession of faith. A large 
company of his adherents meet in what is called The Rooms. 
For holy living, weight of character, and self-sacrifice, few can 
equal him, yet simple and humble as a child. He is now [late 
in the nineteenth century] full of years. 

Presumably it was this line of action that alarmed the 
Nonconformist ministers. But there was a principle involved 
much deeper than the matter of baptism, or the holding of a 
building, by which indeed the latter questions were tested 
and decided. This was that the Word of God is the only rule 
of Christian faith and practice. In those same years many 
were seeing this principle, some of whom became great and 
well known in the cause of Christ. They included such men 
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as A. N. Groves, George Muller, J. N. Darby, B. W. Newton. 
For Robert Chapman also this principle was cardinal and 
universal, to be applied in all matters. Nothing should be 
found in the house a1:id work of the Lord but that which He 
had instituted and which is sanctioned in the Scriptures. 
This at once ruled out many things inherent in the Established 
Church, with much in Nonconformity also, things which 
clergymen and ministers are seldom ready to abandon. The 
State Church, clerical status, one minister to a church, 
stipends, Denominational Unions, regulation by man of the 
ministry of the word-these are some prominent features not 
found in the New Testament and which therefore such as R. C. 
Chapman could not support. It was this principle that at 
once bound him in close fellowship with such men as have been 
named. The large gathering of Christians in Plymouth 
mentioned earlier were among these, out of which circumstance 
arose the name " Plymouth Brethren," though it is not 
warranted and is disowned. 

This profound �nd controlling principle Robert Gribble also 
perceived and embraced. It led him to abandon the post and 
income under the Home Missionary aegis, and to go forth on 
his Master's business looking to Him directly for guidance 
and support. 

In this path Anthony Norris Groves was the pioneer at that 
time, as I have shown in my life of that great man. ·Thousands 
have since professed to adopt it. It is much to be desired that 
all who to-day avow it in theory, and perhaps think they are 
following it, should examine closely heart and ways to see if 
they are really doing so. To those with spiritually clear vision 
it is painfully evident that in alarming measure the principle 
has been abandoned by many who nominally acknowledge it, 
and this in their assemblies in British lands as well as in their 
wide-spread missionary efforts. Humanly selected ministry 
in the churches and conferences is almost the rule, especially 
in large centres. Young peoples meetings have commonly 
an arranged programme, thus training the rising generation 
away from the Divine plan of control by the Holy Spirit. 

An elaborate human system has arisen for the going forth 
of men and women to take the good news to other lands, a 
system not known in the days of the apostles and not found in 
the New Testament. Of this system the office of the principal 
missionary magazine has become the operating centre, the 
Editors of which in 1928 openly avowed in that paper their 
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surrender of the principle that apostolic practice, as shown in 
the New Testament, ought to rule to-day. More is said upon 
this in our closing chapter. 

They who do not in fact adhere to this principle are not 
followers of the great men of God of a century ago, some of 
whose names have been mentioned. On the contrary, they 
have abandoned the most vital and regulating factor for which 
those earlier- men of God contended and suffered. The result 
is already seen in the spiritual deterioration, feebleness of 
faith, and weakness which abound, and from which there can 
be no recovery save by a humbling of heart before the Lord 
and a practical reinstatement of His Word as the one governing 
rule of life and service. 

8. LABOURS ABUNDANT

Robert Gribble was now in happy freedom from the shackles 
of men and customs, at liberty to follow the Lord fully. He 
gives a brief account of an arduous, very apostolic tour on 
foot. The " beloved brother '' he mentions was almost 
certainly Robert Chapman, which affords the apostolic 
spectacle, very delightful to heaven, of a man of social rank 
and high education touring and toiling with a man 9f common 
status and education. Thus did the aristocratic Paul choose 
as his close companion the provincial half-caste Timothy. 
It is a combination beloved by the Lord of glory who humbled 
Himself to serve on earth with fishermen. 

The account reads: 
In the summer of this year [1832] I accompanied a beloved 

brother on a short missionary excursion into some destitute 
villages of our neighbourhood. We were without purse or 
scrip, and had no settled plan for our journey, our object being 
to preach the gospel, distribute tracts, and ascertain the moral 
condition of the people. About noon on the first day we 
preached at Chittlehamholt, a village three miles from the 
parish church. The inhabitants were noted for lawlessness, 
having driven away all who had before attempted to minister 
there; yet about thirty persons heard with attention, and a 
house was offered for preaching. More will be said of this place 
ere long. In the evening we preached in Chittlehampton, the 
church-town-as it was called-of the same parish, which 
being under high aristocratic influence no house had been used 
for preaching there within the memory of any inhabitant, and 
the rain prevented our ministering out of doors. In this 
emergency the Lord provided for our need. A cottage which 
had been quitted that same day was offered us, and crowded 

ow 3 
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with attentive hearers. On the second day, a large company 
belonging to a club assembled to hear the word at High 
Bickington, after which we walked until daylight, being unable 
to discern any shed to lie down in, and the rain falling during 
the greater part of the night. 

Having lost our way we found ourselves in the morning near 
Winkleigh, a small town, where the word was preached at nine 
o'clock. Here dwelt one family of disciples, who received us 
gladly. On the morning of the fourth day we again lost our 
way, and wandered to the small village of Kingscot, where our 
hearts were much cheered by finding many dear Christians, 
with whom we had a short season of happy communion. The 
news of our arrival spread so rapidly that thirty persons were 
soon gathered in one of the cottages to hear the word of life. 
We then went to the village of St Giles, two miles distant, where 
we purposed to spend the evening; and my dear companion 
preached with great power to about one hundred persons. 
One of them who came from the village where we tarried in the 
morning was converted; so that our mistake in losing our way, 
through which our meeting was known at that place, was used 
by the Lord for bringing a soul to Himself. How wonderful 
are the ways of our God, who causes all events to fulfil His own 
blessed purposes ! This village was very near the mansion of 
the most influential nobleman in the county, whose decided 
dislike to all public worship except that of the Establishment 
was well known ; and in the whole surrounding district, which 
formed a part of his vast possessions, his word was considered 
almost as law. He is now dead, and his title extinct. 

It is small wonder that the Lord of the harvest was pleased 
to bless such strenuous efforts. When similar labours do not 
at once show fruit that saying is to be remembered that there 
is no success without suffering, and if one succeeds without 
suffering it is because someone else suffered before him, and 
if one suffers without succeeding it is that someone else may 
succeed after him. " Others have. laboured, and ye are 
entered into their labours" (John iv. 38). 

Gribble goes on to relate the establishment of a church at 
St Giles after several more visits. He being too fully occupied 
elsewhere the Wesleyans took over the work. The chapel was 
built by the village publican at his own expense, he being one 
of Gribble's converts. 

In 1833 he removed fron1 Barnstaple to High Bickington, 
and says: 

I was prepared to enter on this new field of service as a 
pilgrim, and was soon made to feel myself one to an extent I 
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had not anticipated. Leaving many dear friends behind, I 
was cast among strangers, of whom the majority were scorners, 
immoral, and profane ; with only three or four individuals who 
knew the Lord (83). 

Two villages are mentioned which have personal interest for 
myself. He writes : 

Early in the summer of this year [1833] it was laid on my 
heart to go to Roborough, one of the villages visited by myself 
and my dear companion last year. My feelings on entering it 
on that occasion were very peculiar, such as I had never before 
experienced. It seemed as though the powers of darkness 
were near me, and busily active in opposing our entrance; and 
all we saw of the people was discouraging beyond anything we 
had witnessed elsewhere. On the present occasion I had sent 
notice of my intention to preach, and given tracts to the 
messenger to distribute previous to my arrival ; but, on coming 
there I was told that various threatenings had been heard, and 
that I might be interrupted by stones and rotten eggs, if I 
attempted to preach. But the Lord restrained this open 
manifestation of rage by causing me to meet a farmer, of whom 
I had some knowledge, and who had much influence in the 
village. He was a vile character, but came from curiosity to 
hear me. The Lord's hand was discernible here, as he lived at 
�ome distance, and met me just at the needed time. My 
subsequent visits for the next two years were most discouraging, 
nor have I ever seen a place which manifested more entire 
hardness of heart and enmity to the gospel (100). 

Five years after this visit in 1833 my father was born near 
that village, and several years later again his father was 
removed to Barnstaple hospital in his last illness; but while 
he was there Gribble's " dear companion," R. C. Chapman, 
led him to Christ and salvation. So their interest in 
Roborough was not altogether fruitless. I cannot assert 
connection between Gribble's ministry there and my father; 
but, in spite of the wickedness of the place, my father as a 
boy was taught to learn by heart large portions of Scripture, 
which is notable seeing that his father kept a country inn, the 
Ebberly Arms. As a young man he came to assurance of 
salvation in London. 

Gribble now gives an instructive account of the work of 
God at Chittlehamholt (101-106). 

A second village, which exhibits a striking contrast to the 
above, was the first in which we preached on the tour above 
alluded to. The i

n

habitants of both were equally ignorant 
and profane, and equally noted for their hatred to the gospel. 
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A week after my visit to Roborough it was strongly impressed 
on my mind, while dressing, that I must go and preach that 
evening at Chittlehamholt, and a friend who knew the road 
kindly consented to go with me. The distance of five miles 
was intersected by a river, .half.way on the road, which had to 
be crossed by a ferry. The people here seemed prepared to 
receive the gospel, and the preaching was attended by many 
hearers ; some of whom showed much desire for its continuance 
and invited me to their houses, one of which was offered for 
ministry. It appeared even at the first visit as though the 
�ime -to favour this hitherto dark neighbourhood was now come, 
especially as they had, up to the period of our previous visit, 
resisted every attempt to introduce the gospel there. I 
continued to go there regularly during the summer and following 
winter, when the cottage was generally crowded to excess; and 
the Lord was evidently causing the seed sown to take root in 
many he�rts. 

In the following spring a dear brother in the Lord went to 
reside there. His first sermon having been used by the Lord 
in converting one of the hearers, from this time conversions 
became numerous and many were gathered into communion. 
As I had abundant employment elsewhere my future service 
at this place was only occasional; but the history of the Lord's 
work there is sufficiently interesting to be noticed, though it 
will necessarily extend. beyond the time of which I am writing. 

The labours of the brother alluded to were abundantly 
prospered, so that about fifty children of God used to meet at 
his table to commemorate the dying love of Jesus. It soon 
became necessary to erect a chapel, work which was much 
furthered by a gentleman who had property in the village, and 
who kindly gave the land and also the stones for the building. 
He was led to do this from perceiving the moral influence 
produced by the preaching of the gospel. Very different was 
the conduct of others, who became alarmed at the attempt to 
enlighten the poor by any instrumentality save that of the 
Establishment. Up to this time no effort of any kind had been 
made to promote their spiritual welfare ; but I had not been 
long there when the erection of a schoolroom was commenced, 
in which the clergyman ministered every Lord's day evening. 
The nobleman who lived near St Giles had also large possessions 
in this neighbourhood, and his sisters lived only a mile or two 
from the village; but the poor villagers still continued their 
attendance, attracted by the simple tidings of the gospel of the 
grace of God. When it was found that the schoolroom was not 
well attended, a· church was built, and the occasional visits of a 
curate were exchanged for a resident clergyman. Yet the 
word of the Lord continued to prosper, and has done so, I 
believe, to the present time (1858). 
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The re1narkable contrast between the two places noticed in

this chapter may suggest an important enquiry. Whence is it 
that, while to all outward appearance there was such a great 
similarity, the gospel was so gladly received at one place and 
so entirely rejected at the other? The word of God can alone 
help us in this enquiry. Paul and Silas were forbidden to 
preach the word in Asia, and were not allowed to go into 
Bithynia ; but when invited through a vision to go into 
Macedonia, they went, assuredly gathering that the Lord had 
called them to preach the gospel there, and there they found 
that harvest of blessing which they so desired to reap (Acts 
xvi. 6-ro). Is it not thus that the Lord causes it to "rain on
one city, and not on another"? (Amos iv. 7), and are not
these among the deep things of God respecting which the Lord
says, " Even so, Father ; for so it seemeth good in Thy
sight " (Matt. xi. 26) ? The sudden impulse through which I
was led to the village where the gospel was so gladly welcomed,
and made a blessing to many souls, I have always judged to
have come from the Lord.

An interesting fact has lately come to my knowledge 
respecting that neighbourhood. The ancestors· of the family 
whose influence was now so painfully used to hinder the gospel 
were once its zealous supporters; and the mansion in which 
part of the family resided near Chittlehamholt was an asylum 
for the persecuted non-conformists of former days. The 
following .interesting passage is from a volume entitled 
" Spiritual Heroes." 

The nonconformists in country villages sometimes 
avoided detection by assembling in some manorial hall 
belonging to one of the richer brethren ; and there, at the 
midnight hour, the ejected pastor gathered round him 
some of the scattered flock and refreshed their hearts by 
the sound of his familiar voice, but infinitely more by the 
truths he uttered. There in the great hall of Hudscot, 
belonging to the family of the Rolles, near South Molton, 
John Flavel addressed a crowded auditory, supported by 
the hospitality and surrounded by the influence of the 
owner of the mansion. He resided there for some time, 
and amidst the plantations, gardens, and rural scenes 
which environed the spot, gathered the materials for his 
" Husbandry Spiritualized ; " so that it is highly probable 
that he furnished in his midnight exercises many of those 
ingenious illustrations, so suited to the tastes and habits of 
his rustic flock, which are found in the popular work just 
mentioned. The recesses of the dark wood afforded a still 
more secure, and in some seasons a more grateful sanctuary; 
and beneath the deep shade of lofty pines or overhanging 
elms. or round the gnarled trunks of oaks that had stood 
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for ages, forming temples of God's own building, the 
persecuted brotherhood· assembled to hear the word of 
God; and there too at times, without fear, and as freely 
as the birds in the branches, would they lift their voices to 
heaven and chant the high praises of their Creator. 

Early in this century a chief landowner of this immediate 
district was Mr W. R. Moore. Several times I enjoyed the 
generous hospitality of Mr and Mrs Moore in their lovely 
mansion, which they kept filled with guests from many parts. 
From conviction they had left the Established Church, had 
thereby cut themselves off from the county society in which 
they had moved, and had united with the humble company 
meeting at the small hall mentioned. It was a gracious sight 
on Sunday morning to see the squire sometimes taking round 
the holy bread and cup to his own servants and tenants. He 
was a barrister and magistrate. In the 1914 war he awoke to 
the fact that, as a magistrate, he might be compelled to send 
to prison brethren in Christ whose conscience would not 
suffer them to serve in the army. T}:ieir convictions were his, 
and he resigned from the bench. God is still honoured by a 
few faithful witnesses in that social realm. 

Gribble has mentioned with joy that, out of churches which 
he commenced, there went forth two brethren to spread the 
gospel in India. It should be said that, later than the period 
of his narrative, there went from High Bickington, which 
church also he founded, the greatly honoured Henry Payne, 
whose long labours in Barcelona, Spain, were so greatly used 
of God. 

The narrative proceeds to tell of similar labours around 
north Devon. In 1839 he removed from High Bickington to 
Bow, and thence to Coleford. The story is one continual 
account of remarkable conversions, of violent or covert 
opposition, of the Lord being victorious in saving many, of 
churches being established, and halls being built, most of 
which churches are alive after one hundred years. 

Surely the reason for this, on its human side, is that believers 
were trained from the first to see in Christ exalted their only 
Head and their sufficient Resource, to trust Him to supply the 
recurring need of spiritual ministry, and to respect His Word 
as their only guide-book and rule. As long as this reverent 
attitude is maintained He will, of course, continue His favour. 
The Head invigorates the body as far as it depends on Him for 
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control and energy and is at His disposal for service. 
Gribble reverts again to the important topic of ministry to 

maintain the work after the evangelist has moved on 

I had much cause for thanksgiving while retracing the events 
of the last seven years previous to my removal [in 1846]. The 
gospel during that period had been introduced into five different 
places, in four of which many souls had been converted; the 
whole number being not less than from eighty to one hundred; 
and four dear brethren remained to minister among them., all 
of whom had been raised up by the Lord during that period, 
and three of them remain there still. But for this I should 
not have so plainly seen my way to remove (185). 

In 1846 Gribble was guided to remove to Merriott in 
Somersetshire. The method of this guidance is instructive, 
and may help any other who needs the leading of God, even 
though one can never dictate to the Lord how He shall lead. 
Yet the state of the heart Godward must ever be the same, 
even a readiness to be led by Him without any reserve as to 
place or time, so that His will may be impressed upon the 
mind. He says (183-189) : 

It has already been stated that towards the close of 1845 my 
mind became exercised about removal. The· feeling was 
similar to that which I experienced at High Bickington seven 
years previous, arising from a consciousness that my work in 
and near Coleford was completed and that I was to remove 
elsewhere. Conversions had been very rare in the last two 
years, and my hope was, that by going to some other locality, 
where the gospel was but little known, I might be used for 
further blessing. 

If I had been conscious of any motive of personal interest as 
actuating me in my desire to change, it would have cost me 
much more anxiety, from a fear of acting contrary to the mind 
of the Lord, and of being tempted like Lot, when he saw before 
him the well-watered plains of Jordan '(Gen. xiii. 10, 11). This, 
however, was not my case. I have always felt the removal 
into a new locality, where the ministry is much, if not wholly, 
confined to the poor classes, to be connected at first with much 
trial, arising from the fact of being thrown entirely among 
strangers, and also from an entire lack of social communion; 
in addition to this the trouble and cost of removal are by no 
means desirable. 

I had on this occasion engaged to rent my cottage for three 
years, on account of the expense incurred by the landlord in 
making it convenient for me; and as only half that period had 
expired, I had the prospect of paying rent for two houses for 
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some time to come; these things were all in favour of my 
remaining where I was, especially as I was truly happy in my 
intercourse with the Lord's dear people. But none of these 
things had the smallest effect in removing the impression, 
which I believe came from the Lord, that my work there was 
finished. I spoke of it as a certainty, though entirely ignorant 
as to where I might go ; so that when a mason came to do a 
little work which he had for some time delayed, I told him he 
should have come before, as I was now going to leave the 
neighbourhood. 

During the previous summer I had visited some friends in 
Somersetshire, near a village where there was a remarkable 
work of the Lord going on in conversion, and the thought had 
occurred to me that at some future time I might be called into 
that locality. My visit was repeated in Jan�ary, 1846; and 
on this occasion a village was mentioned to me, the inhabitants 
of which were very numerous and the gospel was much needed. 
This place was entirely unknown to me, but the mention of it 
excited in my mind the most determined resistance. I can 
only account for this by supposing it to be the result of powerful 
temptation. After two days, during which I was most anxious 
to know the Lord's will, a sudden reaction took place in my 
mind, and I was led to believe that the village Merriott was the 
spot intended for me. . . . 

Within three months from the time when I first felt assured 
that I was to leave Coleford, I had removed to a village which I 
had not previously seen; nor had I spent six hours in the 
place until I came there to reside. Yet I had a confident 
persuasion that my steps were directed by the Lord. While 
on my way there I was told by one who well knew the place, 
that of fourteen hundred inhabitants not more than one 
hundred attended any church or chapel. This was perhaps an 
extreme .statement, though the general indifference to spiritual 
things was such as almost seemed to warrant the statement. I 
was not discouraged at this, but expressed my sure confidence 
that the Lord had many souls to call to Himself in that place, 
and in this I was not mistaken. The prospect, however, was 
at first very gloomy. Like most other large villages where the 
light of the gospel had shone but feebly, the grossest immorality 
abounded, with almost heathen ignorance. Many of the 
inhabitants were known thieves; and imprisonment and 
transportation for offences of this character were not un
common .... An aged man, who was once a smuggler, and 
had both a son and a grandson transported for theft, told me 
that he had been to no place of worship since he was married. 
Another said that except at his marriage he had never been 
inside any church, chapel, or school in his life .... This may 
give some idea of the place where I was to reside eight years. 
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and of th:e people among whom, after a short acquaintance, I 
was, in spite of their deprayity, pleased and content to dwell. 

What a Paul-like gospeller was this ! Ready to stay long 
enough to build up churches, with men raised up to carry on 
the ministry, then eager to go to regions beyond where Christ 
was little known or unknown. A heart dissatisfied when 
conversions ceased, concluding that his work in that region 
was done. A mind sensitive to the moving of the Spirit, yet 
careful not to move without His leading. Assurance gained 
as to the will of God, then openly announcing its course and 
acting accordingly. Joy in invading the Devil's territory, 
undaunted by heathen ignorance and wickedness, by spiritual 
isolation, by keen opposition. Confidence in the purpose of 
the Lord to save sinners and in the power of the message to 
effect this eternal result. Readiness to endure hardness and 
to trust his Master for temporal supplies. What a different 
course and spirit was this to touring around assemblies 
already established, where work is easy and monetary support 
reasonably likely. What a vastly different life to working a 
tent or Bible carriage supplied and. owned by others, who 
bear the responsibility and in me.asure direct the effort. 

No wonder that the faithful Lord justified the faith of His 
servant and that here also there were numerous and striking 
conversions, with other evident interpositions of the power of 
God. 

9. Two PRACTICAL MATTERS

From this history there arise two other questions of 
importance. 

1. I have read an ancient manuscript book giving the
Church Records of the three halls first built by Gribble. 
The assemblies functioned separately but, being near together, 
seem to have kept their records in one book. It is of deep 
interest as showing the evangelical doctrines taught and 
adopted. Theologically the range of truth is wide, indicating 
th�t the evangelist was not misled by any such specious and 
crippling notion that his only business was to preach " the 
simple gospel " and be content. Indeed, it is not probable 
that this fallacious modern idea ever crossed Gribble's mind, 
for his thoughts were ruled by Scripture. The apostles taught 
their hearers the whole Divine message. Paul held it to be 
his task " to preach unto the Gentiles [ who were raw 

1 
blinded 
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heathen] the unsearchable riches of Christ " ; and to make all 
men 'see what is the dispensation of the mystery which from 
all ages hath been hid in God" (Eph. iii. 8, 9). There is, of 
course, no such thing as a "simple gospel." Every single 
item of the message is a supernatural truth not to be grasped 
without a revelation by the Spirit. "The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ; ... and he is 
not able to know them, because they are spiritually judged" 
(1 Cor. ii. 14). 

The result of stich full instruction is that the believer is 
translated in his understanding into that new and vast and 
enthralling realm termed " the kingdom of God ", with its 
glorious purposes concerning the Son of God and His people. 
This effects detachment of heart from the world which is 
Satan's sphere of influence (1 John v. 19 : Eph. ii. 2), and 
fosters that establishment of soul which conduces to stability 
and to the permanence of the church. 

2. This Church Book is preceded by three lists of Trustees
as owners of those three halls. -Notice, three sets of Trustees; 
not one set to hold all the halls, though they were adjacent. 
These lists are written in R. C. Chapman's handwriting and 
his signature in full completes the third list. Thus local 
brethren were responsible for and were in control of each hall, 
which contributed to practical concern, care, and co-operation 
in each church. 

In the present generation this plan has been departed from 
on an extensive scale. The narrow and insecure basis for 
this change is a rare failure of a local trust and the very 
exceptional loss of a property. As that veteran Handley Bird 
once exclaimed at a meeting at Bath where this subject was 
discussed, and some were urging the vesting of properties in 
general Trusts, "You're so afraid, brethren, of losing a few 
piles of bricks and mortar." 

One such Trust holds large numbers of church and other 
properties in foreign lands, and another holds such in Europe. 
What would be felt by English Christians were numerous halls 
in this land owned by a group of Chinese Christians with their 
office in Shanghai? What would British authorities feel did 
they find their hands tied as to properties in this country and 
themselves obliged to refer questions to those Christians in 
China ? How much safeguard will ownership in England 
afford when "a new king arises that knows not Joseph," 
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when a government takes over which has no respect for 
Britain ? What has happened lately as to properties in China 
under the Communist government? It was said that through 
the Sun Y at Sen rebellion in China the American Missions in 
the Yangste valley lost some £20,000,000 of church, school, 
and hospital properties. 

The conditions which have already arisen in some lands, 
and are likely to extend into all lands, make foreign ownership 
a nullity. But purely local ownership will be more likely to 
remain of value, apart from the spiritual and brotherly fellow
ship it is calculated to produce. And even when this may fail 
locally, men on the spot are more likely than are men at a 
distance to understand the difficulties and how to handle 
them. 

In England sundry corporate Trusts now own a really large 
number of halls. It is not healthy that local responsibility 
shall cease by being handed over to a distant body corporate. 
It is not healthy that a few men shall have the last word as 
to the property affairs of hundreds of widely scattered 
churches. In the Episcopal and Denominational spheres in 
different countries it has proved a ready means of oppression, 
forcing churches to accept measures they disapprove or to 
lose their building, and forcing ministers to submit to measures 
they dislike or to lose their post and income. I know a case 
where three fourths of a church requested to have their church 
life made conformable to the New Testament, but the officials 
of a Union were able to prevent it, and to force them to leave, 
because they held the building on behalf of the Union. 

The following facts illuminate the situation. One of the 
Trustees of perhaps the largest of the Trusts in England here 
in view is a solicitor. The Trust owns very many Assembly 
halls. In 1925 the number was thirty; by 1935 this had 
doubled to fifty nine, with eight movable properties, scattered 
in fourteen counties. In 1929 the solicitor proposed to his 
fellow-Trustees that their tenants, the assemblies, should be 
asked to accept a new tenancy agreement which he had 
drafted. Another Trustee, uncertain as to the bearing of the 
agreement, sent it to me, inquiring what' I thought was its 
effect. I formed an opinion, which was confirmed by a 
barrister I had opportunity to consult. I replied : 

(a) That the Model Deed under which the Trust operates
gave to the persons using the hall at the time they vested it 
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in the Trust, and to their successors, the legal right to continue 
to use it, undisturbed by the Trustees, so long as they fulfilled 
the conditions specified in the Model Deed as to doctrines and 
practices. That if the Trustees considered that the conditions 
were not being fulfilled it would be their right and duty to 
require the assembly to conform or to vacate the premises. 
That if the assembly in occupation refused to conform or to 
leave the Trustees could only enforce their demand by appli
cation to the High Court to order the assembly to give up the 
premises. That proof of failure by the assembly would need 
to be full and strict, such as might be difficult to adduce : 
that the Trustees would face obloquy by dragging a Christian 
dispute into Court: and that the expense might be heavy. 

(b) That by the proposed tenancy agreement the assembly
would surrender its legal right to the undisturbed use of the 
premises and consent to become tenants at will of the Trustees. 
That if the Trustees required them to leave, the tenancy 
agreement could be cancelled by a six months' notice, and if 
the assembly still refused -to leave the Trustees could easily 
enforce their demand by application to a lower Court, without 
having to prove delinquency under the Model Deed and at 
little expense. That if the assembly felt that the Trustees 
were acting ultra vires the Model Deed by which they are 
bound, that is, were acting beyond the powers thereby granted 
to them as Trustees, then the only legal resource of the 
assembly would be an application to the High Court to 
restrain the Trustees. That thus the object and effect of the 
proposed tenancy agreement was to transfer from the Trustees 
to the assembly the difficulty, obloquy, and expense of an 
action in the High Court; and since it was highly improbable 
that an assembly of Christians could or would face such a 
step, they would put themselves by the agreement entirely at 
the mercy of the Trustees. 

And I asked my inquirer how long he and other Christian 
men were prepared to go on forging fetters for fellow saints 
by such legal devices. Afterwards I saw a letter from the 
solicitor to my friend which confirmed that the difficulty and 
expense the Trustees might conceivably have to n1eet was the 
reason for the proposed tenancy agreement. 

Mr Worldly Wiseman will view the action of the Trustees 
as shrewd and sensible, but it is manifest that it was far 
removed from the spirit and course of that earlier solicitor, 
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R. C. Chapman, who could give up happily premises he was
legally entitled to hold. It is an example of the serious
decline in faith and heavenly love of which there are too
many other signs to-day. Once create a Union, a central
Trust, or· any general body corporate and such evils become
probable.

But deeper still is the consideration that the apostolic 
church, for some two hundred years of its existence, had no

special buildings for any purpose\ and so, in those finest days 
of its career, such perils did not arise. It can be that the Lord 
in His mercy is designing to rescue His people from these and 
similar perils by permitting public authorities and affairs to 
confiscate or destroy our buildings. It has been thus before. 
It appears to be a general feature of His present ways to 
permit a return of. the essential world circumstances under 
which the apostolic church lived, worked, suffered, and 
flourished. This lends point to a remark by a veteran 
evangelist_ of the last generation, William Dudgeon. Asked 
by a younger preacher for helpful advice, the old man replied 
only, " Never start a Mission; never start a Mission ! " 

In this there is something deeper and more penetrating 
than some will admit. It reaches the heart of serious prob
lems. Promising works of God in this land have deteriorated 
spiritually from being constituted as Missions, instead of 
churches being built up. One effect has been a virtual renewal 
of the error of Ignatius of Antioch, that the· Leader of the 
Mission becomes the single "bishop" of the community, 
instead of a plurality of elders ruling each church as in the 
days of the apostles. More upon this is said in our last 
chapter. The general character and development has been 
like that of the usual work of Missions in foreign lands, as 
conducted by Westerners, and the same general result has 
been seen, even the readiness of converts to leave everything 
to the · '' missionary '', especially finance and responsibility, 
and their inability to maintain the testimony when the 
missionary is withdrawn. 

This was the too common aspect in most lands for a hundred 
years. But from the time of the Boxer rising in China in 
1900, He who is Head over all things for the good of the 
church (Eph. i. 22, 23) has been overruling public affairs and 
governments so as to ensure in vast regions an abandonment 
of this modem order of things. Foreigners have been widely 

1 Gibbon, Decline and Fall, Ch. XVI. 
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compelled to surrender control, to retire into the background, 
or even to vacate some countries. Thus is the Lord constrain
ing an advantageous adoption of His methods, which ought 
to have been learned from His own Record of His chosen 
ways. 

This has caused local believers to depend upon Him directly 
to raise up teachers and to enable themselves to spread the 
message and to shoulder all burdens. Godly missionaries are 
now rejoicing in the more blessed developments and growth 
seen, often beyond what they had thought their converts 
could ever attain, and which they were unlikely ever to have 
attained under the old tutelage. 

A High Church writer of fifty years ago, a missionary in 
China, touched vital spots when he said : " We found Missions; 
the apostles founded churches ; " and, " The apostles did not 
trust their converts, but they trusted the Holy Spirit in their 
converts." To this must be added that the apostles took care 
to see that their converts · did receive the Spirit (Acts viii. 
14-17 ; xix. 1-7). This was not then taken for granted.

10. CONCLUSION AND CONTRAST

Every page of Robert Gribble has spiritual value, but the 
foregoing will suffice to depict a workman who needed not to 
be ashamed, a servant such as our Lord loves and honours. 
He shall give his own summary of his service (211-215). 

The preceding chapters contain a brief detail of village labour 
in the gospel from 1815 to 1847 . . . .

My object in publishing this memorial of past service will 
only be partially accomplished if it merely tends to interest or 
amuse those who may read it, or even if it should only excite 
some increasing desire to further the work of the Lord. It is 
my hope that the Lord's dear people may be led to weigh well 
the facts here set before them, in reference to the manner in 
which He has sustained a very unworthy instrument in that 
work for twenty-five years, and also the measure of blessing 
with which He has been pleased to accompany his simple and 
unpretending statement of gospel truth. 

The Christian reader is requested to notice the following facts 
in reference to that period. 

I. During these twenty-five years my service to the Lord
has been entirely among the poorest classes, and in places 
where there had previously been a very small measure of gospel 
light. 

2. Within that time six companies of saints have been
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gathered into communion, and still continue to meet in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. A very large proportion of these were 
persons newly converted, and besides these there are three 
other companies in places where it was my privilege first to 
labour and prepare the way. Since this paragraph was written 
I have received tidings of th� prosperity of the Lord's work, 
and of fresh conversions in four of these places. 

3. All these places have from the commencment been
supplied with ministry raised up by the Lord in their respective 
neighbourhoods. Of the ten brethren who have .been called 
into ministry, seven are the fruit of the gospel, the other three 
having been converted before. 

4. During these twenty-five years no public collection has
been made in any of these places for any purpose whatever; 
all c_ontributions for poor saints, and for necessary expenses 
connected with our worship, being given on the first day of the 
week (1 Cor. xvi. 2) ; nor has help been at any time solicited, 
save from the Lord's people. 

5. As my labours have been entirely among those who were
unable to care for my temporal need I have been cast on the 
Lord for nearly my whole support, for which He in His rich 
grace has abundantly provided; any occasional pressure 
causing trial of faith having only tended to make the deliverance 
more sweet and precious when in due time it arrived. 

6. During these twenty-five years I have not purchased any
article of the smallest value for which I had not the money to 
pay. 

7. Neither for myself, nor for any brother helping in the
work, nor for the erection of any of the chapels, has application 
been made for help to any religious society. 

8. The conversions which the Lord has graciously granted
as the fruit of the gospel in the six places I have alluded to 
(besides those which were granted in the first thirteen years at 
Tawstock) cannot be less than from two to three hundred; 
and if to these are added the souls converted in my first place 
of service, the whole number may be reckoned at not less than 
from three to four hundred; and the ministry for these has 
cost nothing. 

Surely it is not needful to say more to prove that simple 
and devoted labour for Christ, if entered upon in dependence 
on Himself alone, and persevered in with a single eye to His 
glory, will be crowned with abundant success. It will not 
indeed be recognized by men (who will praise thee if thou 
doest well to thyself); but the path of self-denial, if it be one 
of reproach, will also be that of true blessing; for it is that · 
which the Master has trod before us. He has sanctioned it 
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by His example; and He still says to us in His word, "If any 
man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall 
also my servant be. If any man serve me, him shall my 
Father honour" (John xii. 26). 

There are still many dark places in our land where the 
gospel is needed and where its glad tidings would be joyfully 
received; but the labourers are few. Should any faithful 
servant of Christ feel led, by the statements contained in this 
volume, to give himself to such a work, by seeking to make 
known the unsearchable riches of Christ, in places where He 
is not yet known, this brief detail of village labour will not 
have been issued in vain. 

We shall consider later a truly instructive book, The Finest

of the Wheat by F. W. Surridge of Bridford Mills, Devon. 
On pp. 23, 24 we read: 

It is to Robert Gribble, particularly, that I now wish to draw 
attention. He was only an illiterate labouring man, but, 
filled with the Spirit of God, he spent most of his time visiting 
the villages of North Devon with the gospel. Souls were not 
only saved, but the truths of the church were also taught, so 
that assemblies of God's people were established, and a mighty 
work of evangelism quietly spread over the countryside. Mr 
Darby once made the following remark to Mr Wigram : " How 
is it, Wigram, that although you and I preach the gospel more 
clearly than many, we see so few results ? Yet they tell us that, 
in North Devon, this Mr Gribble in his meetings only repeats a 
few gospel texts, and makes a few simple remarks, and souls 
are saved and assemblies formed." 

Surely Darby's question is worthy of the deepest 
consideration. 



CHAPTER 11 

EXETER AND EAST DEVON 

T
HE Hungarian patriot Kossuth said of the Russians that
their diplomacy outwitted other politicians, because they 

laid plans so far ahead that their real objective could not be 
discerned, and then pursued their objective undeviatingly 
till they had realized it. Much more is this true of God. He 
foresees all things, has His own purposes designed from 
eternity, pursues them steadily and will perfect them eternally. 
With Him there are no afterthoughts. He works all things 
after the counsel of His own will, and this holy will includes 
all details, as to persons and events, that are to contribute 
thereto. Moreover, He causes even His enemies and their 
efforts to serve His ends, though they think not so. All this 
being the case, how wise it is to wait the unfolding of His 
plans, and. how foolish and irreverent to follow one's own 
devices. 

At .the time that Robert Gribble was seeing God work in 
north Devon, God was preparing for a similar work of grace 
in east Devon, and the first stage. was wrought not a great 
distance from Gribble's area, in a small town named North 
Tawton. On September 4th, 1823, a son George was born to 
John and Susan Brealey. They were in quite humble 
circumstances, but were persons of character, and though 
unconverted were God-fearing. The mother especially longed 
to rear her children in the right way of life, and prayed much 
to God about this; and God who observed the piety of 
Cornelius, though he knew not the way of salvation in Christ, 
and answered his prayers, dealt thus with Susan Brealey. 
If there were more Hannahs there might be more Samuels ; 
more Susannah Wesleys might rear more John W esleys. 

The work of the Lord in George began early. When only 
five years he was granted a deep sense of the presence of God 
and of his own sins, -and he often prayed for a new heart. 
But he was to be one to deal with many hard and desperate 
sinners, and it was permitted that he should himself go far 
into folly and wickedness. But through it all his conscience 
goaded him to distraction, unti� at length he fled from his sins 

u 
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to the sinner's Saviour. This was in 1841, in his eighteenth 
year. 

Apart from the usual snares with which disciples are beset, 
the Snarer laid for George Brealey the special gin of 
Mesmerism, then a new and professedly Christian working. 
He had the psychic temperament which made him susceptible 
to such influences, and himself could act upon others, and he 
did�ffect " healings ". But he ,came to the assurance that 
the working was not ·of the Holy Spirit of God and he 
abandoned it. 

There was also the commoner danger of settling into an 
ordinary commonplace condition of Christian life, with no 
deep or high experiences of God. Writing in the third 
person he said of himself : 

All this time he had kept up what is known by the name of 
Christian life and .conduct, attending regularly to the means of 
grace, reading the Word, and prayer as often as possible, 
believing the Word, etc. But there was no real power and 
vital godliness ; it was a name to live. But as to anything like 
living power in the soul, as known only to those who abide in 
Him Who is the life, there was none. And yet how strange ! 
All this time he was listening constantly to precious . truths, 
which also had no power in the soul. 

In due time �od broke in on this complacency, as dreadful 
as it is usual, and He did this in His own striking way as to 
time• and place. He says : 

About this time I went to a believers' meeting some few miles 
from Exeter, and this became the beginning of a new life, a life 
in earnest for God, for souls, for glory. In the ra

i

lway carriage 
on our way to this meeting, an honoured servant of Christ spoke 
some living words which spake with such power to my soul 
that for a whole month I was like Isaiah who saw the glory of 
Gocf and cried, Woe is me .... And what was this wondrous 
word that wrought such marvellous depths in the soul ? They 
were these : '' Neither is there any creature that is not manifest 
in His sight ; but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes 
of Him with whom we have to do" (H.eb. iv. 13). This was 
like an electric shock to my soul. All manifest, all naked, all 
open to His sight. Then I am manifest, I am seen, I am 
naked, I am opened to His eyes. He sees me through and 
through; has seen me in all my ways, has seen all my sins as 
His child. Oh, the horrid vision I it made me tremble from 
head to foot. Above. beneath. before, behind, everywhere, it 
was all the same dreadful vision ; sin, sin, sin, nothing but sin, 
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no redeeming quality, not a spot to relieve the awful gloom : 
those sins that had long time lain hidden, unconfessed; sins 
of tiny childhood to manhood, _all like so many spectres, stared 
me in the face ; and what could I do ? Literally nothing could 
I do ; nor indeed need I, for Jesus had done all. All I needed 
was to come as I was. But this was needed, as I afterward 
learnt, to show me what a desperate, evil heart I had, which I 
had not learned-out in such a way before. And I don't think 
Satan· left one sin, as far as he knew, that he did not array 
against me on purpose that my hold on J eslis should let go. 

But all the while I was in the hand of my God and my 
Saviour, though I did not realize it at the time. And perhaps 
before I go on any further with this memoir:, I may be allowed 
to say what it was that caused all this deep tro�ble and anguish. 
It was unconfessed sin as a child of God. Sin unconfessed 
keeps the sou1 out of fellowship with God, and nothing can 
restore fellowship but confession ; and nothing· but confession 
gives the soul to enjoy the precious word "the blood of Jesus 
Christ, His Son, cleanseth from· all sin,'' and therefore, precious 
word as it is, it does not apply save as we walk in the light ; 
and walking iI?, the light makes manifest the darkness, and 
brings us into His presen,ce Whose blood cleanseth from all sin. 

Not that I had lived without confessing sin as a believer, but 
I did with my sins as many a child of God does still, I lumped 
them; that is, I cast them as a lump with all others, and said 
to God, " we " instead of " I " have sinned and done this 
evil in Thy sight. But the Lord is a holy, jealous God as our 
Father, and He would have His children keep short acco1.:1nts 
that they may be kept holy, kept abiding, kept in fellowship 
with Him ; and it was not until this had been revealed to me, 
and I l!_ad taken this place of confession and laid my hand upon 
my mouth in the dust before Him, that I was permitted to gain 
a triumphant victory over Satan. I had passed through a 
second conversion. 

Honest hearts have been searched and helped by reading 
the outpour�gs of soul of saints of God, as Augustine's 
Confessions and Bunyan's Grace Abounding to the Chief of 
Sinners. It has seemed good to repeat George Brealey's 
·confession from the origin�l manuscript before me, ·with the
praY.,et that the Spirit of truth may thereby act upon other
self-satisfied Christians. For such need badly that " electric
-shock" which shatters self-esteem and casts the believer fully
upon. God in ·christ for mercy and for grace. All too many
sorely need to " pass through a second conversion " ; and
very usually they who object to sµch an expression as "a
second blessing " most need the experience. For this is a
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secret of holy living and of power in testimony, as the narrative 
shows: 

And now I had seen so much of His love to me that henceforth 
I could say "Here am I, send me I " I was willing to be 
any:thing, to do anything, to go anywhere, wheresoever He 
would send me. His. love had killed_ my earthly desires, and 
I was ready to be His slave because He had made me His free 
man. I was on fire to tell my fellow-men about Jesus and His 
precious love to poor sinners .... I prayed day and night for 
work to do for Jesus. I gave myself to Him without reserve 

Such dedication and desire ·were soon rewarded. It was 
now the year 1851 and George J;3realey was twenty-eight years 
of age. The fire burning in his heart flamed forth in burning 
speech. He invaded the pqblic fairs, preached to a vast 
crowd gathered to witness a public execution, attacked the 
Devil in a great circus, and went with th� message to the 
villages around Exeter. Ql)e night he had a remar!{able 
dream. He was awakened by what seemed to be a voice 
saying> 

" Go out quickly into the streets �d lanes of the city, 
and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, 
and the blind." This was repeated twice, which triple 
command he obeyed .. 

" I slept again, and then I felt that a new line of things was 
open to me. I must read the Scriptures through the streets of 
the city, and. begin at my own door."
This he did. 
Such activities were not usual at that time and were 

attended with reproach and danger. Three times he was 
stoned. But God prospered the testimony and many striking 
conversions cheered him on. For some years he continued in 
these labours, supporting his family by his trade of shoe 
repairer. Presently a great desire was stirred in his heart to 
take the gospel to the black people of the West Indies. This 
desire was created by the stirring appeals of Leonard .Strong 
for helpers in the work in Demarara. It was an instance of 
how such pressure may be harmful by inducing those to go 
out who are not called by God to such work. 

At first his wife opposed, but when after some time she 
consented he sold his business and home. But though he did 
well in having this purpose it was not the way of the Lord 
for him, and God kept him from it by not supplying quite 
enough money for tbe journey. George Mi.iller of Bristol had 
talked with him�and said he was- not fully satisfied that the 
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Lord wished him to go, and therefore, though quite able to 
meet the whole cost of their journey, he offered only the 
larger part, leaving it to the Lord to supply the remainder 
.otherwise. The funds in hand would have been probably 
just enough had a ship's captain been willing to give a reduced 
passage, but he would not do so. 

Thus frustrated he was now greatly tested in faith, for his 
business and home were gone. But the Lord knew how to 
deliver and to guide. While he had b�en waiting for the 
decision. as to Demarara he had been _invited by a Mr Morley 
of Wellington, Som., to pay· a farewell visit. Wellington lies 
at the foot of· the Blackdown Hills. The traveller going 
southward from Taunton can see from th� train near 
Wellington a tall, bare monument perched on the edge of a 
high ridge. l t was erected to the honour of the great Duke of 
Wellington. That ridge is tµe beginn�g of the Blackd<;>wn 
Hills, which stretch southward till they slope <;}own to }Ioniton 
in Devon. The country is broken with deep irregular valleys, 
causing many steep hjlls, and therefore has no thoroughfares 
and is not much traversed by visitors. In the middle of the 
last century it was isolated and neglected, the farming in-
habitants being very poo,r arid very wicked: Morally and 
spiritually the conditions were much as those in North Devon 
when Robert Gribble attacked the, power of darkness, but 
there was not on the Blackdowns the testimony of so fnany 
godly Nonconformists, and the clergy were indifferent to the 
souls of men. 

It had not always been so utterly neglected. Eighty years 
before a truly godly curate, named Ellis Williams, had led 
many to Christ. But he had died in 1790, when only thirty
two, and the work seemed to die with him. But germs 
remained buried and George Brealey was to see them 
quickened. ;R.ob�rt Gribble tells how he was invited to one 
district by a godless farmer who was so troubled by the 
wickedness of his workers that he felt driven to see if 
" religion " would better the situation. Similarly it was by 
invitation of a notorious sinner that George Brealey was led 
to the· Blackdown H_ills. His confession is thus recorded : 

Oh, sir, it was a good day for this place when the Lord sent 
you among us. This was a dreadful wicked place, and I was 
the worst in it. I looks back wi' horror on my younger days. 
Why, sir, nothing was safe, and nobody cared what become of 
them. The poor was crushed. There was no school. All the 



50 GOD AT WORK 

Sunday long 'twas fighting and quarrelling and cock-fighting 
and every evil thing, and there was nobody to ask you where 
your souls would be. And I was one of the very worst, and I 
had to feel the iron hand of the law. I broke the law and the law 
broke me, and I deserved the punishment. I sinned and I paid 
the penalty. But the law did not convert me, nor free me from 
my sins agaiIJ,st God. And me and Sally often said we were 
left alone, that it 'peared as if God Almighty had left this 
place ; and we said we would try if we cquld get ·somebody to 
come up and tell us for our good. So we haq a bit o'prayer, 
and asked God in our poor way to send one of His men here ; 
and then we axed somebody in Taunton to come, b1,1t he said 
'twas too far. So we thought we would try Wellington. 

How unsearchable are the ways of God I Two utterly 
deprav.:ed and abandoned souls (the . man had been trans""

ported for his crimes and was on ticket of�leave) are made 
to feel their ruined_ state and to long for sometltjng better. 
They are guided to approach Mr Morley in · Wellington, 
and at· the very time their appeal reaches him God's chosen 
servant to meet the need is visiting· him. George Brealey 
had found his life work, or rather had been divinely directed 
into it. Robert Gribble's work at High Bickington began in 
a cellar; George Brealey's first meeting, at Rosemary Lane 
in the parish of Clayhidon, was held in a poor little thatched 
cottage. When I saw it in 1902 it was falling to pieces and 
it has since been pulled down. That was the very parish 
from which the murderer had come at whose execution in 
Exeter George Brealey had spread the gospel. That first 
meeting was of eight persons, and of it he writes: 

It was the first time I had seen a whole congregation on their 
knees crying for mercy. They begged hard for a meeting the 
next night. 

Each brought another, so the number was doubled ; and again 
the next night; and all were deeply awakened. A partition 
was removed, and sixty crowded the tiny cottage. At length 
he told them that he did not expect to see them again as. he 
was going to the black people of Demarara. 

They were deeply affected, and said : " Sir, we be the blacks 
God have sent you to preach to-we have black hearts, and we 
shall pray the Lord to send you among us .... " Thus the 
first meetings were composed of the pick of the rough; for 
thieves, drunkards, wife beaters, immoral persons, reputed 
witches and fortune tellers, were among those who attended 
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the meetings ; in fact we were said to be gathering the devil's 
outcasts. 

Scarcely any could read, a large number did not know the 
alphabet, they _lived to eat and sleep. But they made stable 
converts, learned to read and to feed their souls on the 
Scriptures and to do the will of the Lord found therein. This 
was manifested when one Sunday morning a number of them 
�am.e to George Brealey to s�y that they had learned in the 
New Testament that the Lord had commanded that disciples 
should be baptized and should break bread in remembrance 
of Him. They had discovered this for themselves and were 
r�olved to be obedient. 

This advance in the work cost George Brealey not a little. 
Those who had }:iith�rto supported him and his family ceased 
to do so. This had the blessed effect of casting him at length 
wholly upon God his Father as to matters temporal. Thus 
had God led him by much the same path as Robert Gribble. 
There were severe testing� and blessed deliverances, both 
tending to an increase of faith and so of personal knowledge of 
God. 

The work of grace extended until at length there were six 
other centres, and for a time a seventh, spread over the Hills, 
the most distant halls bei!}g sixteen miles apart. In that first 
period, and in essential spiritual features, God worked in �his 
district as He had done in north Devon, Himself choosing 
and training a workman, filling him with love to souls, by a 
striking providence directing him to a sorely needy sphere, 
where there was no overlapping of effort ; then stirring up 
sinners to seek salvation, and saving them with mighty power. 
Afterward He Himself taught them His will as to baptism and 
the Lord's Supper. 

But the formation of self-supporting chur.ches, with normal 
spiritual advance, was much hindered by the work being 
formed into a "Mission," with the enfeeblement mentioned 
in the prece�ing chapter. Yet the Lord did not forsake His 
people, but quietly set to work to change the situation. By 
the time that George Brealey's son, Walter Brealey, ceased to 
reside on the Hills, with the severe loss this entailed, there had 
.come -to reside at Clayhidon Miss Mary RawHng. Though 
well past middle life, she proved a true " bishop " of the 
church. She tramped the hills shepherding souls. She taught 
the mixed adult Bible class, being a teacher by profession. 
The local brethren trusted her counsel and took few steps 
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without consulting her. Mary Rawling was a princess in the 
kingdom of heaven, a sort of Deborah in her gracious influence 
upon the brethren and the general situation. When men 
are lacking the Lord exercises His sovereign right over His 
own affairs to use a woman. He doeth all things well, and 
in this instance He showed how well able He is to provide for 
the needs of His flock. 

Of this He gave a further gracious example when in 1920 
He called George Brealey's grandson, Douglas W. Brealey, to 
leave his earthly calling and devote his life to the gospel. He 
has served largely, though not exclusively, on the Blackdown 
Hills, and rivers of living water have flowed quietly and freely, 
causing fertility and fruitfulness. In particular, under fuller 
instruction from the Word -of God, there has been a healthy 
turning of minds from the idea of a " Mission " to that of 
local self-governing, self-supporting churches. Four such 
now function under local leaders and largely bear their own 
burdens. Many more local brethren minister the word, in 
the halls and in the open air.. There is a far greater sharing• of 
responsibility, general and financial. 

Naturally this advance on His own lines of work has been 
accompanied by an intensifying of the gracious working of the 
Spirit ; for Divine power flows most freely along its own 
appropriate media, whereas what we introduce of our own 
ways clogs His .spiritual machinery. 

But only a present living faith can work on God's lines. 
Therefore it is essential that faith be fed regularly . on its 
proper food, the promises of God (Rom. iv. 20; x. 17). 



CHAPTER III 

MID DEVON 

T
HER� have been seasons when God has work�d in _wholly
exceptional measure, as at the Reformation, 1n the 

Wesleyan movement in century eighteen, or the revival in 
America, Ireland, and England ninety years ago. These 
times have been rare. In general His work is quieter .and 
more local, under such circumstances as have been here 
reviewed. 

Gribble and Brealey were men whom God trained and used 
while following a secular calling, and then led them on to 
devote all their time to the gospel. This latter circumstance 
does not arise in every case. Quite often, perhaps more often, 
the Lord uses blessedly one who will continue in the .earthly 
calling wherein he was engaged when· converted, as we shall 
now see. 

If our supposed visitor to Devon will go south west from 
Exeter he. will presently reach one of the most charming parts 
of the county, the valley of the Teign, and will find the villages 
of Christow and Bridford. A hundred years ago the Baptists 
in this district were maintaining a 'living witness to Christ, 
but God had .in His mind something further, and it was to 
centre at Bridford. He begins His wo;k betimes, and some
what more than a century since ·He b�gan there a very notable 
work. Of this the account has been lately written (1950) by the 
only man who could now give it first-hand, Mr F. W. Surridge. 
His profitable narrative is entitled The Finest of the Wheat. 1

At the close of the Napoleon wars a soldier named 
Puddicombe, who had but narrowly escaped with his life, 
returned, married, and settled in that district. In course of 
time his son William married, and lived at Bridford. Mr 
Surridge tells us that 

It was not long after this that two young men came into the 
village to pre�ch the gospel in the open air, but they had a 
hostile reception and the. villagers drove them out. William 
Puddicombe and his wife befriended them, •however, took them 

\ Tq be obt�ined trom. The G:ran�e, Brldfo:rd Mill�, Devon. 
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in, and gave them tea. No one knew who those men were, 
and they and their work have faded from man's memory, but 
not from God's. The fruit of that kindly act is seen to-day, 
for when a few years ago I conducted the funeral service of 
that dear man's last surviving daughter, who lived to be over 
ninety, we could count over three hundred of his descendants 
who had been saved and gathered with God's people. The 
tide of blessing is still flowing ; and the only. human ability 
that William Puddicombe and his wife had was a kind heart 
and a cup of tea, which verily has not lost its reward. " Go 
and do thou likewise" (pp. 11, 12). 

He is faithful that promised that '' he that receiveth a 
prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's 
reward" (Mat. x. 41). 

About that time there was born at Ashleigh, near Tiverton, 
in Devon, a boy named William Surridge. Upon this child 
God had His eye, for he was a chosen vessel fot His purposes 
aI1d He wrought early in the young hea:rt. It is fascinating 
and profitable to mark the steps by which God trains .a 
workman. The servant girl of the house 

used to attend a Wesleyan Chapel, and would often take 
little Willie with her to the service. One Sunday the preacher 
spoke on the crucifixion of our: Lord, which made a great 
!filpressio:µ on his infant mind ... the seed of the gospel was 
sown in that little heart, which in due time was destined to be 
quickened into life by the Holy Spirit. So nurse girls, go and 
do thou likewise ( 1 o). 

William had a magnificent bass voice and was a fine singer. 
He was also a first class shot. These accomplishments might 
have led him from God's design for him, for he planned to 
open in Lo!Jdon an entertainment business, in which these two 
features, singing and shooting, were to be prominent. Was it 
merely natural liking, or was it nature wrought upon by a 
suggestion from an evil spirit, that prompted this plan which 
would have spoiled his life ? Ill health preserved him from 
this snare, in which we may see how God can hedge up a path 
so that His good way be not missed. William and his brother 
took the mill at Bridford, for which business he had been 
trained. Thus he became located where God designed to 
use him. But as yet he was without God in the world. 

The next stage was a quickening of his conscience as 
follows 

One morning, after attending to his correspondence, Father 
took out his dogs and his gun to do some shooting. As he 
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passed up the road he saw old James sitting on some timber by 
a saw-pit rebandaging his bad legs. As he passed Father said,. 
"Good morning, James, how are you to-day? " James 
answered, "Well, sir, through the Lord's mercy, I am as well 
as I can expect; I have much to be thankful for." Father 
replied, "What the devil do you know about the mercy of the 
Lord with such legs as that? " He passed on, but had not 
gone far before he said to himself, "Now I ought not to have 
spoken to old James like that, for he evidently meant what he 
said." So he turned back and said, "James, I have come to 
apologize for the way I spoke to you just now. I ought not 
to have done it." "Never mind, sir," said James. " You 
should not have troubled. I took no offence." 

These few words, graciously spoken between them, had the 
effect of bringing back to Father a crowd of memories, and 
made him feel that old James possessed something to which he 
himself was a stranger (12, 13). 

And then the writer gives the secret of the godly .influence 
of old and afflicted James 

James was a member of the ·little company of earnest 
Christians, including those Comish miners, who held their 
weekly prayer meeting in a cottage about a mile from the miU. 
The work of God in this neighbourhood owes much to their 
earnest persistent prayers, and I could recount many interesting 
incidents in connection with it (13). 

At that time the work at the small Baptist chapel at 
Christow was very feeble, and might have died out but that 
an old Christian, named Crediford, living .at Lustleigh, was 
constrained to strengthen it. For five years he walked six 
miles each way every Sunday, over the roughest of roads 
through very wild country. For long he saw no fruit of this 
faithful toil, but the labour was not in vain, being wrought 
out of love to the Lord. 

During that time William Surridge lost a lovely littl� girl 
by an accident, and at the very same time of sorrow a newly 
born boy also died. With the poor mother utterly over
whelmed the distracted father was hard pressed. But with 
myriads more he was able afterward to say, " Before I was 
afflicted I went astray; but now I observe Thy word" 
(Psalm cxix. 67). He had vowed that, if the girlie died, there 
would be no more grog drinking and no more song and anthem 
singing for him. Grief can turn even the decent-living to evil 
ways, for evil spirits can subtly incite thereto ; but, where 
God's good Spirit gains the ear, sorrow can be a blessing. It 
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turned William Surddge from the futility of the world and 
also of formal religion, for though wholly unsaved he sang in 
the church choir, which is a most regrettably common fact. 

The plough of conviction cut deeply and 

one Sunday evening; not knowing what to do with himself, 
he took a walk to Christow, and· as he came near the little 
Baptist chapel he heard singing and could not resist going 
inside. .Mr Crediford, the old brother from Lustleigh, w_as 
preaching, and I've heard my Father say that he did not 
remember ii]. the least what scriptures he read, or what he 
preached upon, but only this, t];iat he held up the Bible and 
said, " There is pardon for a guilty sinner to be found in this 
book." 

My Father said to himself, " If that is so I'll find it, for that 
is what I want. He walked home in a thoughtful mood, and 
was very soon a changed man, having found the pardon, and 
Christ as his Saviour (i5). 

Thus did God encourage that old and 'faithful preacher 
who had toiled so long and taken nothing. This one convert 
was to be used to very many other sinners. But as yet he 
was tied to the Church of England ·and God had in store 
better things than this. 

The Rev. James Buckingham, clergyman at Doddiscombe
leigh where William Surridge had long sung in the choir, was 
a truly godly man and greatly helped him in the hew life. 
He spoke often upon the second coming of Christ. They 
often searched the Scriptur:es together, and sometimes dis
cussed church doctrine. 

The tie that held Surridge to the Church of England was 
broken somewhat rudely. He came to see that infant baptism 
and regeneration is contrary to the Word of God; so, though 
his eldest child had been christened, he refused to have the 
second and third christened. This greatly distressed the good 
vicar, who t.ook a surprisingly unwarranted course. Against 
the definitely expressed refusal of the father he went to the 
bedroom where the two children were and christened them, 
without godfather or godmother. The writer adds : 

When Father found out what had happened he called upon 
him and told him that, since he had acted as he had, and his 
conscience would allow him to do what he knew to be contrary 
to God's Word, that their friendship which they had enjoyed 
so long would have to be restricted, and from that time he would 
withdraw from the Church altogether (17). 
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In the .good ordering of God another undesired circumstance 
was now woven into William Surridge's life. A wagoner he 
valued left his service, and a man he had positively refused to 
take virtually pressed himself into the job. 

But who does this new wagoner prove to be? His wife 
turns out to be the daughter of William Puddicombe, who gave 
the preachers a cup of tea " in the name of a disciple," and it 
was the offspring of this branch of the family from which 
hundreds have been brought to the Lord. Truly how un
searchable are His ways. The wagoner not only proved to be 
most capable in his work, but- was used much in the Lord's 
service. 

Thus the Lord Him�elf provided a helper in His own work 
which He was about to commence, a very important poin�, 
as we have before seen. 

William Surridge had already shown a practical and 
enterprising spirit ·wh�n, in 1864, h� had built a small school 
house, to which the governess . to his own family was 
encouraged to welcome other children by being allowed to 
charge two pence a week'each. This was so much appre�iated 
that, in a few weeks, she had nearly eighty children. I>ublic 
educati9n did rtot come till 1870 and there was little to be bad 
n�arer than Exeter. A larger building was erected and was 
soon crowded. 

In this good work the Lord had grander purposes than His 
servant. His son describes as follows the developments which 
God had in mind 

At the time when my Father had opened the first little school, 
having severed himself from the church and having nowhere 
near home to go on Sunday evenings, he used to gather the 
family and the wagoner's family together, and read one of 
Dr Hawker's Bible Portions and a prayer to them. 

One day my Mother said : "' William, I, think that if you were 
tQ have those· readings in the school house, there are others 
around who would like to come/' He at once consented to do 
this, and told tlie school children to tell their parents that there 
would be a·little gospel service on the following Sunday evening 
at 6.30 p.m., and it would be held- in the school room. 

At the time appointed he took his Dr Hawker's Portion with 
him, expecting to meet a dozen or perhaps twenty :(>eople. 
Imagine· his surprise to find the school room full and a crowd 
outside unable to get in. This gav� him one of the shocks of 
his life, but also showed him how hungry the people were for 
the Bread of life. He managed to get through some sort of a 
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service, and as the crowd continued to come week after week 
he soon put aside his printed Portions, took his Bible to read 
and began to preach the gospel. The Holy Spirit blessed the 
work of grace and souls were saved (19). 
Thus the school house became a place where Divine truth 

was learned; not only secular knowledge, and eternal, not 
merely temporal, results were secured. The reader will recall 
how Robert Gribble's advance in usefulness took the same 
course as did William Surridge's progress-first the reading 
of someone else's words, then shortly pouring out his own 
heart in his own words, with the saving grace of God attending. 

At Christow the Baptists had been blessed with reviving. 
Many prominent people of Bridford had been converted, and 
there was no small stir in the district by them being publicly 
baptized. William Surridge saw the necessity and gain of 
this public testimony, and with others was himself immersed 
in the leat of his own mill. A prominent man of the district 
afterward said: "I came to laugh, b�t went home to cry, 
and the next time I was myself baptized." To which the 
son adds: 

Thus the power of the Lord was present, and from that day 
on, although we have baptized hundreds here, we have always 
had both the presence of the Lord, and the crowds who watch 
and wonder, as one by one the Lord added such as were being 
saved (20). 

Naturally the clergyman of the parish was greatly disturbed 
and distressed by losing many of his ad_herents and by this 
public assertion that the Church of England ordinance was 
hot Scriptural. He opposed with energy. But the testimony 
was with power, and he became himself satisfied of its warrant, 
as was shown when 

One Sunday morning a little later, as he was preaching on the 
subject, he was moved to tears, and cried out ·with great 
emotion, "Whatev�r shall we do? Our children are not being 
christened m: confirmed; but I have carefully studied the 
Scriptures, and the more I do so, the more· I feel convinced 
that these people are right in refusing" (22). 

As the Lord was in reality the Leader of this work it made 
progress, and He has His own way of furthering His own 
interests. It is still 'true that 

God moves in a mysteriou! way 
His wonders to perform. 
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At this juncture His "strange" instrument was the godly 
clergyman at Doddiscombeleigh. Though William Surridge 
had left his church Mr Buckingham still maintained close 
acquaintance with him, called most weeks to learn of the work, 
and saw clearly that it was the Lord who was using him. 
He now suggested a step that was in principle the subverting 
of his own clerical position, by saying that they ought to 
remember the Lord's death in the Breaking of the Bread on 
the first day of the week, " for that," said he, '! is the 
Apostles' doctrine, and that is your path." 

William Surridge searched the Scripture and studied the 
Creeds. He was not satisfied from the Word of God that the 
first Christians broke bread only or regularly on the first day 
of the week. In this view he was justified. Those. who 
insist on the first day of the week as the proper and regular 
day base their view on Luke's words in Acts xx. 7, "up9n th� 
first day of the week, when we were gathered together to 
break bread." There is no other passage which conjoins the 
breaking of bread and the first day of the week; and if this 
one passage be considered calmly and taken strictly it says 
no more than that on that first day of the week the disciples 
met to break bread. 

It is only an inference that, because they did so on that first 
day, they were in the habit of doing so on every first day. 
It was not on the·first day of the week that the Lord institu�ed 
the feast, and the words "as often as ye drink," and Paul's 
,repetition of them, " as often ·as ye eat this bread," give no 
support to the custom of only a weekly observance and that 
only on the first day of the week. It is equally in order and 
equally blessed on any or every day of the week. The first 
reference to the practice after Pentecost tell$ that " day by 
day" they were "breaking bread at home," that is, in their 
houses (Acts ii. 46). 

But William Surridge made a wrong use of a right 
conclusion, and followed the equally human custom of his 
Baptist friends of breaking bread only once a month. 

It was by another singular measure that the Head of the 
church gently led him beyond this stage. A Miss Dennis, of 
Dorking, whose father was rich, had been converted, where
upon he banished her from his house. She frequently visited 
north Devon, and went among the small assemblies founded 
by Robert Gribble. This godly lady heard of the work at 
Bridford Mills, and she lodged there for some months . It was 
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she who pointed out to William Surridge that monthly and 
quarterly sacraments were not mentioned in the New 
Testament but that it 

does tell us that the Apostles met together on the first day of 
the week to break bread, not only to remember �he Lord's 
death but also to commemorate His resurrection. 

This was· the Scriptural way of meeting that my Father had 
so long been seeking, and he was overjoyed to hear that such 
meetings had been established in many places, especially so 
near as West Down, Exeter, Bow, Torquay, ancl Barnstaple. 
That they took the Word of God as their gu�de and followed its 
teachings, as in Acts ii. 41, 42, was confirmation to his heart 
that this was the right path . 
. So the "breaking of bread" began on Sunday mornings at 
Bridford Mills in the year 1866, and the assembly on a scriptural 
basis was established. Mr Coren, from Cheriton. Bishop, and 
other brethren from neighbouring assemblies, were invited to 
come over to teach and preach. Somewhat naturally the 
Baptist friends resented this, and soon gave Father to under
stand that, if he continued to invite these "brethren" 
preachers, they would withdraw t4eir fellowship from him, and 
he must discontinue. to preach for them. It was a great blow 
to him to have to part from those who had been the means. of 
his conversion, but he saw the path of obedience clearly before 
him, ancl the Lord stood by him. Brethren at once came to 
his assistance from the assemblies around, and from that time 
the work of the Lord went forward by leaps and bounds. 

The influence of the Lord through this Christian lady 
reminds of the similar profound influence upon A. N. Groves 
through Miss Paget, as shown in my life of Groves. 

This is as far as our present purpose requires us to trace 
this blessed work of grace. As in the· other cases· there are 
here the same features of God's own lines of work. The call, 
conversion, discipline, training of the servant were plainly 
His own direct action. Though He used human agents yet 
these were distinctly of His own choice and provision. There 
was no human meddling in this. 

The stages of the . development of the testimony were 
obviously timed. by Him so as to fit in with the parallel 
development of His servant. The result was the salvation of 
souls, their public putting on of Christ in baptism, and their 
corporate association as a local church of believers, with the 
Word of God as their only rule. 
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As with the assemblies of north and east Devon so has this 
church continued until this present day, though adversely 
affected of later years by the conditions that have weakened 
the testimony everywhere in this land. 

In the narrative quoted the reader will find a truly 
remarkable account of how the friendly clergym� named 
encouraged William Surridge to inter their deceased members 
in his churchyard without a �lergyman, which was not 
according to law ; and of how he then did so in the churchyard 
at Bridford, over which great trouble presently arose, with 
prolonged clerical opposition. The controversy reached at 
last the H9u�e of Commons, and out of it there came the 1880 
Burial Act authorizing interment in churchyards without the 
clergy or rites of the Church of England. But . this most 
interesting matter does not belong to the object of this present 
bqok, though it does encourage fidelity to truth learned, and 
to the refusal to compromise ·with erroneous religious views 
and practices, however general and venerable. 

ow, 



CllAPTER IV 

QUICKENING IN A VILLAGE 

I
N the beart of East Anglia there is a picturesque village,
five miles from a railway station, far from the madding 

crowd, where life still largely moves at the natural, healthful 
pace of the ploughhorse. For in ar�ble husbandry the plough 
leads all operations and the daily round cannot move faster. 
This village goes hack to Saxon times. It is said that two of 
its houses are registered in Doomsday. In a region that has 
continJ.Ied thus for long centuries the minds of the people 
move at much the same leisurely pace as their field work. 
They are often de�p thinkers and reach safe and solid 
conclusions, but usually are not tast tlimkers or ·emotional. 
This is exhibited in their religious as well as their secular 
affairs. Their gatherings for worship are not marked by 
hurry, excitement, or surface emotion.. It follows, also, that 
when zeal declines, and spiritµal feebleness ensues, they can 
settle into a slumber of soul not easily disturbed. It is 
therefore of interest to consider how such an assembly can be 
most effectively and permanently quickened. 

In the village now in view a Christian church on New 
Testament lines commenced some seventy years ago. The 
circumstances were a little difficult. The chapel of the place 
shared a minister with a neighbouring village, where he 
resided. This was in measure a spiritual advantage, for it 
cast the brethren and sisters more on Christ and led to the 
building up of one another in faith. They were accustomed 
to m�et weekly for Bible study, to which each could contribute. 
One of the number fell in with pooks written by teachers 
among the Brethren, alias Plymouth Br�thren. Gleaning 
thence much more of the mind of God than he had known, he 
sought to give the benefit to· the rest ; but s�ortly the principal 
deacon took offence at the new ideas and told him that they 
were not going to have his "Brethren" views thrust down 
their throats,_ and if he wanted to spread such he must do so 
elsewhere. 

Being thus driven forth he al;ld a few others met in Christian 
u
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simplicity. The Lord prospered them, souls were saved, a�d 
God brought other sympathizers to farms in the district, of 
whom some had spiritual intelligence and gift. Thus the 
cause of God flourished, and an iron hall was built and well
filled. 

Incidentally the vicar at one time let light shine as to their 
spiritual condition. A Church Army missioner visit�d the 
place and inquired whether the vicar could _give him the names 
of any earnest people who would be likely to support his 
efforts. His reverence proclaimed his own failure by saying 
that he could not do so ; but then, -recollecting himself, he 
�entioned the J?eople wh? met. at the hall, saying. that_ their
lives were exemplary,. ,their zeal most commendable, but then 
their doctrines were a pestilent heresy 1-

As years pass farms change hands, the more able and gifted 
of the brethren, with their families, left the district, and when, 
in the providence of God, I went to reside there in 1929 the 
number attending had fallen to eighteen to twenty. For eight 
years, since the last of the more gifted brethren had left, these 
few had held together round. the first convert of the early days, 
now a small farmer in later middle life, a man of small gift but 
great grace. Born in the village, he .had lived there almost all 
his life and was related to many ; yet everybody spoke highly 
of him, a too rare attainment in a village arid a good 
commendation of the gospel. 

But in general the testimony was feeble. Only some dozen 
children attended the Sunday School, while the Church had 
sixty. The weekly meeting for prayer and Bible study was 
formed of the small farmer and a tradesman only. The latter 
was a believer and had been baptized many years, but never 
broke bread. He came regularly to the gospel meeting and to 
the prayer meeting, but took no part. It was a case of arrested 
development. As it was ill-health that took me into the 
country, for two years or more I could give little help by 
preaching or pastoral work, but regularly I made a third at 
the prayer meeting. 

What is the most hopeful course to secure a genuine 
quickening under such conditions ? Virgin soil yields early 
and rich crops, as Robert Gribble and George Brealey found. 
What will cause renewal under stagnant conditions ? The 
most common plan is to arrange a " mission " ; to call in 
some stirring evangelist, perhaps with a tent; to advertize 
around, and in general to stir things up and get a move on. 
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My experience on that line had been discouraging. I had 
co-operated with one mighty effort, w4en money had been 
spent like water; for a month thousands had filled a vast 
hall, and hundreds went into the inquiry rooms. At the close 
thirty-four names were sent to me of persons who had given 
our hall as their spiritual centre. Only one ot two had ever 
been near us. For six months I visited them all diligently, 
and I fear that only four had been touched by the Spirit of 
God. These were good cases, and we praised God; but we 
were not unaccustomed to four conversions in a month 
without a special mission. 

Later there was a united effort in our own district of that 
city, in which the godly of all persuasions joined. The true 
gospel was preached in plainness and without excitement. 
Over seventy went· through the inquiry rooms, mostly men, 
an unusual feature. Again there was diligent shepherding by 
all the churches concerned, and this time after six months 
there were no lasting results. It tallies with what a popular 
evangelist said in recent years, that he took for granted that 
seventy-five per cent of converts will go back. While trnly 
grateful for all blessing thus gained, one is forced to ask 
whether there must not be other ways more acceptable to the 
Lord. 

The small farmer and I were of one mind. This is ·likely to 
be so when it is God who brings two into close co-operation. 
The third friend really did not count spiritually. We two 
went on praying steadily, perseveringly, resolved to take no 
overt steps of our own, but to wait till God should move, so 
that we could be co-workers with Him, not self-directed workers 
for Him .. 

After some good. while our first encouragement came. A 
few words I spoke in my garden brought conviction to the 
daughter of the small farmer. Before long she was saved and 
baptized. We continued steadfastly in prayer during a 
lengthy interval that followed, in which one or two young 
persons were converted. Then God Himself acted. One day 
there called an evangelist from Scotland. He had a tent 
some miles away, had heard of me, and came to inquire 
whether there might be an opening in our village. He was 
unknown to me, his Lowland brogue,made it a tax to under
stand him; but he was evidently a man of God, and upon 
reflection the farmer and I thought he had been sent by the 
Lord of the harvest, and we arranged a site, kindly granted 
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by the tradesman mentioned. Thus the latter had this share 
in the matter. 

Fair numbers attended for the fortnight, but no one 
professed faith. But the last night, outside the tent, when 
almost all had left and it seemed as if no ·result of the effort 
would be seen, I spoke with a young girl, a daughter of one 
of our own people, and there and then she received Christ as 
her Saviour. 

This was the beginning of a quiet, steady stream of blessing 
which flowed on for quite a �ime. With: no further special 
meetings� but by the quickening of the Spirit in the usual 
meetings, many conversions followed among young men and 
women. Two sisters of that girl had been already saved ; 
now three young people in another of our families· followed, 
and three brothers before rarely seen �t the hall. Then a 
young man came to Christ whose grandparents had b�en with 
us but not his own family, and he brought a workmate, one of 
the naughty youths of the village. They were all immersed 
soon after profession of· faith ; and thus it went on until we 
were an assembly of mainly young men and women, but these 
happily welded together with us who were older in years and 
faith. 

These were_ given nothing but the usual quiet meetings of 
the church, and they sought nothing more. In the wilderness 
of old God provided for His people only bread and water. For 
His people to-day ·God provides nothing but Christ, the bread 
of heaven, and the Spirit, the living water. This food of God 
can be ministered richly in the regular meetings for prayer, 
Bible study, ministry of the word, the Lord's Supper, and 
worship. If these gatherings are enriched with the presence 
of God, anri His Spirit is given His full place, He will build up 
souls and the church. When dullness com·es in it is the 
ceaseless tendency to adopt some new means of meeting the 
situation, and especially separate gatherings of young people. 
The true way is to seek the reviving of the church, which is 
ever possible, even from such dire conditions as were found at 
Corinth. 

During these years I was often from home, so that the saints 
could not depend upon my ministry, but on the Head of the 
church, and He showed Himself sufficient. He is still El 
Shaddai. 

It was not necessary to provide special Young People's 



66 GOD AT WORK 

Meetings.1 Too often these have the baneful result of a. 
cleavage between the older and younger elements and there 
results a church within a church, which is unhealthy and 
weakening. No precious hours were wasted singing choruses. 
The weekly meeting for prayer and study was now attended 
by fifteen to twenty, mostly youths and maidens. In the 
winter farm work is lessened, and, when at home, I welcomed 
a few young men to my study, where we considered questions 
in the light of Scripture and where they soon learned to hear 
their own voices in. prayer. It was but a year or two before 
we were five preachers in that village church. These helped 
in our own meetings, went to. tpe open air, and also to other 
villages where there was need and welcome. 

In 1945 I left the district. �rosperity ip.creased. The 
villagers were reached more than before. Presently the 
gracious small farmer died and the gathering was left without 
any older brother. Bu:t the Lord met what might have been 
the start of we�ness and decline. He brought to the front 
as leader a younger farmer, a silent member of a silent family, 
who before had too rarely opened his mouth, save occasionally 
to give out a hymn or to pray. Now he proved a quiet, 
efficient elder, and the rest supported him. Thus the Head 
of the church. met its need from within itself. The young 
woman first converted after the tent meetings, presently took 
on the Sunday School, with others, and in due time, by the 
good hand of God upon them, some sixty children were 
attending. 

All this growth developed in the quiet, soHd manner of the 
natural life around them. Tre·es and animals grow thus. It 
is God's way of working. When visiting there. six years after 
my removal it was matter for joy and praise that none of 
those. converted during the twenty years here reviewed had 
gone back from their profession 'but, with one exception, were 
all in happy fellowship with the Lord and one another, which 
things go together. 

This demanded the addition ·of two class rooms to the 
single small hall. A builder connected with a neighbouring 
assembly built these at cost price, which was just over £300. 
He reduced the bill to this round figure, which sum this small 

1 Of the mighty awakening in Dundee in 1859 and 1860 we 1,'ead : 
"From the first the Awakening affected primarily the young, although 
no special means of reaching these were used" (The Second Evangelical 
Awakening, 71, 72). 
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group of some thirty-five villagers themselves paid .without 
appeal to outside help. This should not be thought pheno:.

menal, though it is. in happy contrast to the not infrequent 
begging letters issued. It supports a suggestion I made 
many years ago, that in any land any small group of Christians 
can erect for themselves such a building as suits tlieir circum
stances, if only their hearts are right with God and they have 
not been enfeebled by being ·trained to count upon foreign 
money. 

This illustrates and enforces Evan Roberts' answer a:s to the 
secret of revival : "There is no secret; it is only, ,. Ask, and 
ye shall receive '." They who ask in faith expect to receive ; 
and because they fully expect to receive from their faithful 
God they wait till He shall give. They do not take their own 
undirected measures and ask God to bless these ; they tarry 
till the Lord first acts, and then they are sure of blessing. 
Peter indicated the only true and reverent relationship 
between the Lord and disciples· when he spoke of " all the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in went out ove.r us " (Acts i. 
21, R.V. mgn., eph' hemas). The Gospel narratives describe 
Christ as always taking the initiative, and on the few occasions 
when the apostles did so they always made a mistake. Acting 
on their own initiative they blundered. See, for example, 
Luke ix. 49, "we forbade him:" verse 54, "shall we bid 
fire come down . . . and He turned and rebuked them : " 
Matt. xvi. 22, "Peter began to rebuke Him." 

How very much activity by Christians follows this false 
principle. Organizations are formed, schemes formulated, 
missions arranged, Preachers' Plans drawn up, and other 
well-meant efforts pr�moted. The most commendable zeal 
is displayed, and from time to time. God Almighty is asked 
kindly to wait upon our plans and bless them ; and all too 
often He h� to tum and rebuke us also by allowing failure. 
Whereupon we tum round upon the world and blame their 
indifference, or solace ourselves with the assumption that we 
are " in the last days ". 

The only way to cast out a demon while Jesus is in the mount 
on high, at the right hand of God, is by prayer (Mark ix. 29). 
For without prayer we are of " little faith ", whereas the 
prayer of faith can remove the mountain and prove the truth 
of the promise "nothing shall be impossible' unto you." 
Alas for the cause of Christ where the leaders are energetic 
men after the flesh, capable of " getting things done " after 
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their own ideas, but feeble in faith, slack in prayer, spiritual 
infants. They may maintain a fair outward show, but the 
day of Christ will bum up all stubble. It is gold, not gilded 
wood that will stand His fire. 

But they who pray and wait and follow shall see Him go 
before and work in His own time and way, and shall find 
" that the righteous and the wise and their works are in the 
hands of God," and that their labour is not, cannot be in vain, 
because it is wrought in fellowship with the Lord (Eccl. �-
1 : 1 Cor. xv. 58). 



CHAPTER V 

CANADA AND NOVIA SCOTIA 

J
OHN KNOX McEWEN came from the north of Ireland. 
His house was the first in which I was entertained in 
Exeter, in March, 1906. He was a man of individuality, 

what is called a "character." Men of unusual type seem to 
draw to themselves unusual experiences. At one time J obn 
Knox had a donkey and cart for colportage work in out-of
the-way places. It was still the days when gentry used high 
dog carts and drove tandem. One such " swell " came upon 
John Knox. Reining �, from his high seat he looked down 
upon the. humble conveyance and its donkey", lifted his hat 
politely and said to John, "May you have many happy days 
together ! " The answer is not given, but doubtless it was 
worthy of the Irishman's ready wit and of the keen witness 
for Christ. 

One can never be quite sure what such a man will say. 
John Knox had a strong objection to food which came from 
the pig. Being asked to " say grace " at a table on which 
some of the obnoxious meat lay, he said: "If Thou canst 
bless under the gospel what Thou didst curse under the law, 
etc." The feelings of the hostess are not on record. 

The Lord can use many types of men, and in pioneer gospel 
work it is good to be one equal to the unexpected. A mind 
unusual in its modes of thought, and unbound by custom, 
dev�lops the " surprise power " so effective in a public 
speaker. For the hearer is not rendered sleepy in soul by 
phrases he knows well, so as to cease keen attention because 
he can forecast what the preacher will say next. 

In Reminiscences of Early Pioneer Work in the United States 
and Canada (1929) John Knox outlined his labours across the 
sea. He had been asked to contribute such information to the 
American Pioneer. He was old and had served in the gospel 
for over fifty years, and revealed that humility and self
effacement so becoming in a servant of Hirn who was " lowly 
in heart." He said : " r am very slow to figure in print in 

u
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connection with any little God has ever done through me.,, 
How different is this from the books which much younger men 
have sometimes written in their early years, narrating at 
length their tours and doings. 

One important and worthy motive prompted J ohrt Knox to 
write : " If some of my past experiences would encourage 
young men to launch out into untouched ground-which was 
one of Paul's ambitions (Rom. xv. 20)-gladly would I 
contribute toyour little paper." And at least one young man 
was thus encouraged, his own son Charles. 

Of his opening efforts this is the brief and simple record : 
" As far .back as 1878 I laboured in the Orkney and Shetland 
Islands, where God gave us real �ncouragement." Thus had 
he early gone to remote and needy spheres, so responding to 
Paul's ambition mentioned. This· life often meant loneliness. 
His narrative concludes : " I regret_ to �use the' personal 
pronoun so muc)l., which could ·not well be avoided owing to 
my being alone in the gospel for months." 

While in those northern Islands he heard from James 
Campbell and James Smith; who were among the · early 
pioneers of the gospel who went from assemblies in England 
to the United States. They told him of the great need in-that 
great land. 

In those days there had not arisen in England among these 
assemblies the present human system which hampers some of 
the God-called going f�rth and helps some not God-called to 
do so, by either restraining funds or supplying them. John's 
significant narrative reads : " On the 31st of May, 1879, I 
·left my native land, not very strong in body, and with little
·money in my pocket landed in New York ". By men, pqor

health and little money are deemed disqualifications ; but
the'man of faith may think otherwise, and in John's case the
sequel showed that the Lord of the harvest agreed. Both
conditions were true of Paul. The vital question is-Has the
Lord called ?

It is a pioneer who writes 
There was only one meeting in New York at that time ; but 

I felt it cold and looked around for an outside hall; so (I think 
it was on Fourth Avenue) I rented a store on a corner, hired 
about sixty chairs, and had some meetings there. 

After some tent meetings in Indiana the path led to Toronto, 
Canada, to join T. D. W. Muir in tent work in that land. He 
continues : 
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After the tent season was ,over I was exercised about visiting 
some of the small assemblies. There were only abou:t ten on 
the whole continent and they sorely needed help. Mr John 
Smith encouraged me to go to B-- where the brethren were 
not of one mind; and though it would have been much more to 
my liking to get in among. the unsaved, yet here was a niost 
important work. Two leaders were very much estranged and 
in my private prayers I specially cried to God for them, well 
knowing that the ordinary members would soon get right with 
God, and with one another if they w_ere restored. One Lord's 
day a.m. (after-spending a good part -of the night in prayer) I 
was impressed to go and see G,N., and as I reached the gate 
leading up to his house, I saw him coming towards me with a 
strange look in his ·eyes, and putting his arm around me he said, 
" John, I have seen the face- of God. I thought I was the best 
man in the meeting, but I have found out I am the worst, apd 
I'm going now to see J enimy B. Come with me." Knocking 
at the door Jemmy opened it, p,nd G., putting his arms around 
him, pqured out such a con.,fession tha�- mu�t have given joy to 
the .heart of God·. I went from one to anotht:;r and all gathered 
around the Lord's table; and though over forty years have 
passed since that morning, it's as fresh in my memory as if it 
only happened yesterday. 
Here is seen the true apostolic evangelist, �eager to go ,after 

the unreached, but ready also to shepherd the floek, ap.d 
choosing as his sphere the weak and difficult spot. And here 
is seen also the influence of prolonged and urgent prayer in 
changing hard' hearts, even as Jacob's dealings with the Ange] 
prevailed to soften Esau (Gen. xxxii, .xxxiii : Hos. xii. 4). 
This type of prevailing prayer is known to too few to-day, and 
therefore too few striking victories are known and mountainous 
obstacles remain unmoved. 

Stamina was required: 
One night the young men got qn the roof of the school house 

.and filled up the chimney with sods, so that we were all smoked 
out. Another night cayene pods were put on the stove, and 
that night we were all coughed out; yet in spite of all this there 
was a coloured woman saved. 

Plain sp�aking in love took �ff ect : 
We went to stay with an old English family. The children 

were very ungodly. On the Saturday night before retiring my 
companion and I were singjng, but it was anything but palatable 
to the youngsters, ef?pecially the oldest boy. I said to my 
friend, " We shall need to give this lad a strong dose," so 
putting my foot ofi the last step of the stairs as W. was going 
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up to bed, and placing my hand on his shoulder, I said, "W., 
if you are found dead in bed tomorrow in your present state 
youi: soul will be in hell." To my surprise the mother resented 
such words, and passing through the room where we sat she 
never even said cc Goodnight." On retirirtg for the night I 
said to my companion, cc If God does not come in and display 
His power here, we may be put out of the house." The next 
morning we were downstairs early, and as we sat in the front 
room. reading our Bibles; Mrs H. came downstairs and passed 
through the room where we were, in silence. Prese:r;itly we 
heard W--. 's footsteps coming down, and in looking up we 
saw the cat in his arms, and I saw the marks of tears on his 
cheeks. Holding out to him �y hand, I said, " How are· you 
this morni,_ng?" With trembling voice and quivering lips he 
said, "Thank God I am well.; God. saved me at two o'clock 
·this morning." The moi;her happened to open. the door at
this moment, and as the above ·words fell from Willie's lips, she
began to weep; in.fact we all w�pt for joy.

That morning another son came· home unexpectedly, and
was saved in the afternoon .. The writer comments: 

This mother (like many others) .expected to see her child!en 
saved, �ut made up her mind it would be at some remote time 
<1.nd in the way she expected. Parents, take note. 

Sinners in the church were searched out : 
there was a small assembly, where· some young men and 

maidens had been reasoned into a false profession, and. after 
living in. actual sin would sit down to the Lord's table-. Lord's 
day after Lord's day. My only resort was prayer. I was 
conscious that I had the support of the three leading men in the 
little company, and together we cried to God. At the end of 
some weeks God came in, broke q.own quite a number, and 
gave me much joy as I saw His grace manifested in them. 

Opposition was severe. Distinct guidance from God was 
needed and given. 

I visited Bay City with a large tent, and had much opposition, 
sometimes hands laid on me. One night in the midst of my 
address I suddenly stopped and said, cc Excuse me a moment." 
Impressed to go to the door, I found a man with one of the 
main guy ropes undone. Taking it out of his hand I said, " I 
shall look after this," and on going around the tent, I found two 
other main guy ropes undone. I made them secure, went back 
and finished the meeting. 

But resentment may result in blessing, if after many days : 
There was a man in the pl�ce whose child died, and he asked 



CANADA AND NOVIA SCOTIA 73 

me to speak at the funeral. I spoke in the house to a company 
that did not at all relish God's word, for there is something 
about the gospel that the natural man hates. We fo:r:med into 
a procession for the cemetery. The place allotted to me was 
in the same seat with the driver of the hearse, ·and I was 
impressed to speak to him. But he resented it and got angry 
and said, "If you ·don't stop preaching tq me I shall pull up 
the horses and stop the procession." My retort was," Whether 
you pull up the horses or not, it won't alter it. If you die as 
you are you will be in hell." Sure enough, he did pull up the 
horses and I had to get off and walk. Ten years afterwards I 
attended a conference· at F-·-. Met two sisters from Bay 
City. One of them said, "I know you. Do you remember 
the man who put you off the hearse at R.B's child's funeral?" 
"Yes," was my reply. "I am his daughter; we are all 
saved now." 

Religious adversaries can be the most resentful, when the 
whole counsel of God is proclaimed and practised : 

I began meetings in an upper room. The place was stirred 
and, God saved some-one especially, a leader in religion. We 
have always felt our responsibility to baptize converts and 
teach them church truths, and this is what enraged· the religious 
mob. An old minister preached nearly every night against the 
truth. I always man.aged to find out what he preached from, 
and having a friend who could print well with a wooden pen, 
I used to get him to print i:n large letters that I would preach 
from the same text. . . . Feelings for and against ;-an high. 
Those against the truth vowed they would tar and feather me 
and put me on a rail-I saw the rail afterwards. An unsaved 
man, whose wife I baptized, said, " If they put him on a rail 
they shall put me on one first." The night came for the above. 
Special police were sworn in, and the crowd marched up and 
down the street outside the hall making a deafening noise by 
blowing rams horns and beating a big drum. One of the 
special police put his foot through the drum, saying, " This 
man has as good a right to be heard as your parson." 

We did not preach that night but sang all the time. I_may 
say that the Christians in the place acted right nobly and stood 
by us-sisters as well as brothers .... It was now getting 
late and I felt that I should go out and start for my lodging, 
and though several begged me not to go, I went. The night 
was dark (there were no street lamps) and as I stepped outside, 
I could see the forms of about thirty men standing like sentinels 
around the hall door, and naturally enough I thought my hour 
had come. One of them (over six feet) I discerned as the 
leader. Stepping over to me and stooping down to lo_ok into 
my face, he said, " Is that you Mr McEwen ? " Tremblingly, 
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I said, " Yes." " Fall in, men," he cried. Every man seemed 
to know his allotted place, and naturally mine was in the 
centre. After leaving me at my lodgings they said "Good
night." There are many other things in connection with that 
night that would be interesting, but I have written enough to 
let younger men see how much the truth was opposed in these 
early days. 

At Boston John Knox spoke on Job xi. 12 : " But man is 
void of understa_nding. Yea, man is born as a wild ass's 
colt." 

As soon as I had finished J .G. arose and said, " I see, dear 
friends, you don't like to be put on. a par with a donkey ; but 
if we put out the D and put in an M-born like a monkey
you'll all receive it." 

A clever hit, this, at the degrading teaching of evolution 
and the hold .it has had on the- ass-like mind of man. 

The following is worthy of close attention. 
I went to Philadelphia to visit µiy eldest brother. I found a 

small meeting there, cold and formal, and no aggressive gospel 
work! My brother said to me, " Why not have some meetings 
here? you can have the room upstairs." God smiled upon us . 
. . . I had no gospel tent at this time and for thr�e years I 
begged Messrs. -Campbell and Matthews to bring their tent, 
telling them I was sure God would give them blessing. At the 
end of three years their tent was pitched in that city, and God 
saved souls and a gathering was formed according to the 
pattern in the scriptures. 

The first conference in Philadelphia was above a blacksmith's 
shop, and it was a melting time. Faces beamed and tears were 
shed in abundance under the ministry of God's word. The 
conference lasted three days. All were entertained freely; 
money was never mentioned, and no prearrangements as regards 
ministry, and no chairman. Is it not a sign of weakness when we 
have to resort to such things ? Surely if God was eno.ugh in 
primitive times He is enough now; but nature either in saint ot' 
sinner does not care t9 be shut up to God alone. 

Cpmment is needless. He that hath a heart to heed will 
heed the message in the sentences I have put in italics. 

To-day we are so cultured and respectable that fine buildings 
are thought to be almost indispensable. Where was God 
pleased to work in the time of which we are reading ? The 
narrative n:ientions : "in an upper room ... the room 
upstairs . . . in an upstairs room." Such was the place 
where the Lord instituted His supper and where the Spirit fell 
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at Pentecost. That melting conference in Philadelphia was 
"above a blacksmith's shop." My own early recollections go 
back to that same period and to the blessing of the Lord 
granted in just such unsavoury quarters in south London. 
It is rare that the same atmosphere is generated or the same 
moving seasons known in spacious or decorated buildings. 

The Moravian liturgy has the petition, '' From the unhappy 
desire of becoming great, good Lord deliver us." The story 
continues : 

At Harrisburg I found a number of choice souls �eeting in 
an upstairs room .... The conference at Hamilton was held 
in a small hall. . , . . T.he first two days tl).e m.injstry was most 
searching apd humbling, but this was God's way in order to 
prepare us for b�essing; and py Lord's day a.m., as we sat 
around the Lord's table,- our hearts were bowed and broken 
unde:i;- a sense of our own failure and of His love and faithfulness. 
Men and women would sob and weep as the bread was partaken 
of, and tears would ·fall copiously from many a broken spirit on 
to the loaf. 

Thus at that time saints would come together for two or 
three days, a.pd were prepared to be abased before God, thus 
making it possible that He could lift them up. This exact 
process is a dire need to-day. Speakers do not study enough 
how to reach the conscience. Perhaps we preachers ourselves 
are too little broken before God and our own conscience 
searched. Yet this is indispensable, and in saints fully as 
much as in sinners. 

The veteran Paul, about to cease from his severe service, is 
not bemoaning his hard life, and thinking that perchance he 
might have been more cautious and discreet; but, on the 
contrary, to his younger co-worker he cries, " Suffer hardship 
with me as a good .soldier of Christ Jesus '' (2 Tim. ii. 3). 
John Knox McEwen responded to that call. This is his 
account of his invasion of Nova Scotia. Let the reader go 
through it slowly, G(?njuring up each scene as he reads. 

I had been exercised a good deal about the Maritime provinces 
through meeting some from Nova Scotia while in Boston, so I 
left Hamilton by the Grand Trunk railway. It was a long train 
journey and very wearisome. Sleeping cars were not t�e 
custom for preachers of the old school in those days. Indeed, 
we walked more ,than we rode in those days, and that with 
heavy cowhide Wellingtons, through mud, snow, and. ice. No 
man or woman escaped getting a tract, and if they did not get 
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the gospel they were warned of the wrath to come� 
On getting into the province of Quebec one could feel the 

difference between it and Ontario, for wherever Rome has sway 
the people are kept in bondage. One day I distributed tracts 
through every carriage, and as soon as I had finished, and come 
back to my seat, I noticed three popish priests on the train and 
I gave each of them tracts like the rest. I waited for develop
ments and had not long to wait, for the brakesman collected 
all the tracts, and right before me he opened the stove door and 
threw them into the fire, and I thought if he had th� power he 
would do the same with me. . . . 

I had booked to Amherst, the first town of any importance, 
and arrived th_ere about six a.m., fairly well begrimed (as· I had 
not had a wash since leaving Ontario), for the coal that was used 
on the old I.C.R. was very poor. I had not eaten my breakfru;t, 
which I carried in my pocket. At that hour few people were 
about and I had a great desire to pray. I spied an old sta.ble 
to the left of the station. The. entrance to my first sanctum in 
Nova Scotia was very low, and getting down on all fours on 
the snow, which was frozen hard as a rock, I cried to God to 
make my coming tq Nova Scotia a blessing to many. By this 
time there were a few more people about and I began to 
distribute tracts, though the cold was intense. I gave a man a 
tract and looking at it �nd me he said, " There was a man. here 
last week giving away similar papers to this.'' I asked him 
where he lived and he replied, "In Leicester, twelve miles 
from here.'' '' How could I get there ? '' I said. '' The 
postman drives there tomorrow," was his reply. So finding 
out the postman I secured a seat. 

I really don't remember where I stayed that night, though I 
remember I had a wretched night and arose feeling very 
miserable. I was the only passenger accompanying the 
postman and we left Amherst in a snow storm for Leicester. 
What a journey I The poor horse would plunge into the drifts 
and the sleigh. would turn right over. The postman and I were 
pitched out bag and baggage more than once. Then he would 
swear at the horse and say to me, " I shall go back," while all 
the time I was crying to my God to make him go on. Through 
mercy we reached the wooden farm house on the side of the 
road, and the driver delivered the goods and left me at the door 
in a biting frosty wind. . 

When I knocked at the door a quiet looking woman responded 
and I said, " Is S.W. ·here? ,, (the tract distributor) ....
So S.W .. came to the door. Holding out my hand I said, 
"I'm going to heaven." "Praise God," he said, as he grasped 
my hand, " I'in going too." Then I told my business as 
follows : " I have come here to preach the gospel. Please 
ask Mr and Mrs L. if they will give me lodgings for a week or 
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two weeks. I shall pay in advance." So I was taken in and a 
meeting was arranged for that night. A few came in and W. 
said a few words and I preached. Mr and Mrs L. were church 
members. They had quite a family, and all were very agreeable 
until I began to test the foundation upon which they were 
resting for eternity. Mrs L. told me there was no need for me 
to be there, that I ought to go to the heathen. 

I had to room with W., and the place was so small that we 
could not undress and retire together. One night as we retired 
I said to W., "How many do you think are saved in this 
house?'' He replied, '' I think Mr and Mrs L., Josephine and 
Milford." "Well," I said, "do you know what I believe? 
That there is not a saved one in the house." I did not know 
the young women's bedroom was separated from ours by a 
single wooden partltion, and so my words were conveyed to 
the whole household. The next morning, on coining down to 
breakfast (which consisted of buckwheat pancakes and treacle, 
and the same for dinner and supper, with a red herring now and 
again), I could see their countenances were not the same 
toward me. 

Mr L. had made up his mind that. he wouJd let me see that 
he had as much religion as I had, so taking up his hymnbook as 
soon as breakfast was over he began to sing. No one joined in 
with him (as the Spirit of God was at work), and when he saw 
·this it so enraged him that he pitched the hymn book against
the wall saying, " Why can't we pr�ise God the way we used
to do? " Looking at him I said, "Mr L., I, for one, would
indeed praise God if you found out you were a lost sinner fit
for hell." He replied, " W. is a man I respect, but I don't
you," and he gave me quite a bit of abuse.
What shall a servant of the Lord do when thus treated ?

John continues : 
But W. and I would get together in our little room and cry t-o 

God each night, and name each one of the family, and as I look 
back ·on it now I wonder we were not turned out of the house. 
We were each watching for a move. So one morning I said to 
W., "Take the pitcher and go downstairs for some water; it 
will be an excuse to see what thiI)gs are like." I don'.t think he 
was five minutes till he put his head in at the door and with a 
beaming face .said, "Praise God, Mrs L. says she is going to 
hell." I sprang out of my bed, hurriedly ran down, and found 
Mrs L. standing at the door with God's arrows in her soul. 
Josephine, her daughter, was standing opposite her wanting to 
sweep the floor, but she could not get the broom to go. Taking 
my Bible and opening at John iii. 36-first clause-I pointed 
her to Christ, and opening my Bible with both hands she said, 
-'' Is it here ? He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 

ow 6 
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life," and at the same moment they were both saved. Mrs L., 
looking at her daughter, said, IC Why did the minist�r not tell 
us ? 

, 
, WHY l WHY l 

About half a mile away there lived an old Highland Scotch 
woman, and after the joy of seeing these two saved I made for 
her house ... ·. We walked back to our lodgings and Mrs L. 
and Josephine, with sorrow in their hearts, said, " Mr L. says 
you can stay no longer here.·" So turning to W. I said," What 
are you going to do? " His quick reply was, ·" If there's no 
room for you there's no room for me." So we packed our 
belongings, which did not take us long, and getting outside 
into the cold, frosty wind, I said to W., IC Where are you 
going ? " · He could not tell, but thought we would go to Tom 
Duncan's. So off we went, up and down, over those snow
drifts, which were as,hard as granite. Tom took in the situation 
and said, "We�ll give you the best room in the house." But 
the best there was a poor affair, and we threw off our coats 
and cleaned the bedroom, including the bed, etc., etc. I ha_d 
better' make no remarks about this. I was really ill through 
lack _of nourishment. W. was brought up on a farm and ·could 
digest anything. I asked Tom if he had any wheat. "Plenty 
in the· barn. Help yourself," he said. So I washed it, got a 
big saucepan, and I think boiled it for about eight hours. So 
our menu was changed and we fared well on it. 

I had heard of Port Philip .... I got a school house to 
preach in at Port Howe two miles from there,. and for six weeks 
I sang and preached every night'; and at last there was a break. 
We had much opposition from the professors, and the lies and 
slanders which were TOLD and BELIEVED_ all over the country 
from PULPIT and PRESS are incredible, yet in spite of all this 
God worked for the honour of His Son. 

Let us pause to remark upon the difference between this 
keeping on in a har<l: place till a break came after six weeks 
and the modem way of an evangelist or teacher being booked 
up for twelve months .ahead, with no more than a week or two 
weeks in each place before he must move on to keep the next 
engagement. The latter is comfortable to the flesh, but it 
giv�s the Spirit little control of the ministry and little oppor
tunity to touch· hard spheres and hearts. John continues to 
tell of. the uncertainties that beset : 

I got notice to leave my lodgings and that same evening I 
walk�d over to. Port Howe. I went away into the woods to 
pray, and God made me so happy that I made the woods ring 
as I sang. I preached that night, and at the close (as usual) 
started for my lodgings. At Port Philip Post-Office I went in 
t9 see if the:r;e were any letters. The old gentleman, though 
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unsaved, was very tender-hearted, and calling one of his 
daughters he inquired, "Where is the preacher staying to
night? " " He doesn't know, father," was the reply. "Tell 
him to come 'in," he said, and for three weeks _God kept me in 
that house, but at the end of that time I was asked to leave. 
In the meantime God had saved a number. . . . One Lord's 
day morning I baptized thirteen in the sea at Port Philip. 
There had never been a baptism in this place before. The first 
person I baptized was a Mrs H., a widow-one who had a great 
heart for souls, and was so anxious for them that I have had to 
tum out lamps and request her to go home and pray. Indeed, 
I owe much to her prayers and tears. She is still alive, and 
though aged retains the dew of her youth. God saved a few 
of her relations. She opened her house. for the breaking of 
bread and Bible Readings, where, in spite of all the opposition, 
we enjoyed the days of heaven on earth. 

After the baptism named we had a very ;large. meeting in 
Port Howe school house, and at. its clqse a- special police officer 
in civilian clothes came to me and said·, '' Consider yourself 
under arrest." His young sister (under age) holding up her 
Bible before him said, " Jemmy, I'm going by this book 
whatever you -do�'-' He and Some other Dien went to magis
trates-one of them a Presbyterian minister-to see if the 
baptisms could not be stopped ; but shortly after that I had 
another baptism and the crowd was so great t�at the above 
minister had to sit in his buggy on Port Philip bridge while I 
baptized the converts. Hallelujah ! 
After mentioning the building of � hall, th� writer adds : 

I· Thess. ii. 8 describes my feelings exactly towards these 
Novia Scotians : "being affectionately desiro-qs·of you�, we were 
well pleased to impart unto you, not the gospel of God only, but 
also our own selves, because ye were become �ery dear unto 
us." They were born in the midst of fiery persecution and 
be�ame d�ar to us; so that twelve and even more miles were 
walked through snow and hail storms, in snow drifts and icy 
roads, to th.e meetings. 
In an unknown region how shall the servant of Christ learn 

wh�re His Master would wish him to go? Here is John's 
method: 

In these days I used to -spread out the map before me and 
kneel before God and ask His guidance as to where I should go. 
There was a place called Mount Pleasant about ten miles from 
Port Philip, and I had a desire to preach God's gospel there. 
One day as I was distributing tracts a man overtook me, 
driving a fine horse and buggy attached. In a very gruff voice 
he said, " Jump in, sir, I'll give you a lift." I saw that he had 
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taken drink, and as his wild-looking eyes would gaze at me I was 
a little nervous. However, I gave him a tract and asked him
to read it. His reply was, " I can only spell," and as I left 
him I said, "Spell out John iii. 16, and God can save you." 

Sometime after that I met him in a snow drift and he said, 
"You have not come to Mount Pleasant yet." "No," I

replied, "but am ready any time." "Well," he said� " I'm 
one of the trustees of the school house and you can have it any 
time.'' On getting there I found he had nearly all the young 
fellows in the country present,_ as he said to me, to have a good 
time : but the power of God fell on the meeting and they were 
unable to move. The following Lord's day afternoon I went 
again, and it was a real pleasure to. preach. Souls were weeping 
as I depicted Christ in the love of His heart dying for the 
ungodly. Jim N., the former pugilist-who gave me the lift 
in the buggy, got saved the following week in his own field. 

Thus here again God used a thoroughly ungodly man to help 
and to guide His servant, and rewarded him by the salvation 
of his own soul. 

A converted Roman Catholic and an old man arranged for 
him to preach in a Baptist church. He says: 

I saw a doctor in the audience who was a great opposer; but 
many years after I visited his wife on her dying bed, and as late 
as 1927, when on a visit to Nova Scotia, he came to see me and 
told me he was saved. 

That night a nurse also was saved. The ·story continues: 
I had only one night in the Baptist church, but spoke in the 

school house near by; but the religious professors gave me 
notice to leave. The last night I was there I spoke to Mr S. at 
the close of the meeting and told him that he might die before 
twelve o'clock, and· if he did in his present state his soul would 
be in hell. I gave him longer than God gave him, for thirty 
minutes after I held him by the hand he died in his chair. 

How well it is to clear one's soul, by being urgent and 
faithful. After the narration of similar stirring experiences 
and conversions the story adds: 

I had arranged a meeting for the following Lord's day at a 
place about three miles from Doherty Creek, and on reaching 
the building I saw that no one was inside and the people looked 
excited. I soon discovered the reason. The Pharisees had 
nailed up the door and boarded up every window; but we 
rejoiced, for when God works Satan opposes, and I have not 
much confidence in any work being genuine if there is no 
opposition. So here we were shut-out. I heard a big stalwart 
man say, "We shall soon open it for Mr McEwen," and about 



CAN ADA AND NO VIA SCOTIA 81 

five me� threw off their coats, tore down the boards, opened the 
door and every window, and God gave us a goocl meeting. 
There was in that district a religious woman who attended 
class meeting previous to the above gathering and warned the 
people to stay away from our meetings. She came to this 
building on the Lord's day, bringing three children with her 
(three miles) and one in her arms. God alarmed her, and one 
Lord's day morning, when I was praying with Mr and Mrs E., 
she came to the door and knocked so loudly that I ran to the 
door and found her in distress. She was blessedly saved, and 
she too is with Christ. God saved some of her children a�d 
one is able to preach the gospel. 

In this place also there was much opposition, ministerial 
and by violence, and then we read : 

Shortly after this I was arranging for some to be baptized at 
Port Howe, and amongst theµi an old man-Dan McLeod-as 
deaf as a post. Looking at me he said, "My dear Sir, I don't 
want to be baptized in Port Howe. My wife and children are 
not saved and I want God to speak to them as they look on." 
Accordingly, we arranged for the following Lord's day afternoon 
and a great crowd assembled. As· I marched into that water I 
held up my Bible and challenged the company for scripture, or 
inference from scripture, for baby baptism. Three ministers 
were present and they came to hear m� in the school house that 
evening. 

From that district John Knox took long journeys scattering 
God's :word, sleeping in hotels (and therefore at his own 
expense) and preaching to folk personally and collectively. 
He gives another picture : 

One day I was wearied out as evening came on. A little 
pony I had was the same, and I was within twelve miles of my 
lodging but I felt I could go no further. So turning into a 
farmyard I saw the farmer looking at me, and I said, " Can 
you keep me and the pony all night, I can go no further ? " 
"I suppose so," was his reply. But a red-eyed, savage-looking 
bull dog was growling and this kept me in my tr�p. The 
farmer said, " Don't look at him, sir, and he'll not harm you," 
but I could not help keeping my eye on him. When we got to 
the house the farmer said, "You will have to sleep with me," 
The bed was a narrow affair and only about the height of a 
sofa from the floor, and he was stout; so that when we got into 
bed there was not much room left. Then to my horror the bull 
dog got in and lay at our feet, and with the light of a smoky 
lamp I could see him watching me, and it was mutual. God 
blessed that f�mily, and so it was worth while passing through 
the experience to convey life to the dead. 
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It is good to see early fruit; it is good to sow in faith and to 
reap after many days. 

One n1gp.t I preached in P. At the close of the meeting a 
man came to me and said, '' Do you remember being in R.S. 
thirty years ago? " "Yes, indeed, I do," I said, '' and 
wondered also if I would ever see any results from the sowing 
there." "Well," said he, "you gave me a tract and warned 
me of judgment, and I neyer got rid of it till· I was saved.�' 
As the Reminiscences draw to a close the writer remarks 

that (in 1929) : 
Very few preachers remain in Novia Scotia. The menu and 

the accommodation are not of the highest order, and many a 
time an empty pocket ·is the portion of the gospeller, and 
persecutions, allied. with long. journeys through �now and sleet, 
etc., etc. A certain preacher went there to preach, he was· 
feeling the rough condition ·of things, and communicated his 
circumstances to a relation in the U.S.A., who sent back a 
letter saying that they were wanting a Baptist evangelist, and 
offering �m a salary and a rise later on. Meeting beloved 
D. R. Scott at the hall door, he handed hiin the letter to read,
and as soon as brother Scott read it he handed it back to him
saying, "Man, the devil offered far more than that to the
Lord Jesus."
A similar temptation to forsake the path of faith and depend 

on men was offered to a beloved friend in central Europe, who 
had for long years .served in· the gospel in dependence upon 
His Lord alone. . A certain American European Mission 
tempted him with the proposal to become their Superintendent 
for Central Europe. They offered a salary of £2,000 a year, 
with a nice house and motor car. But he wisely preferred to 
do the work himself, rather than run about seeing other people 
doing it and directing them. When the second World War 
knocked all such plans and methods on the head, our brother 
may well have been assured that " It is better to trust in the 
Lord than to put confide11ce in princes" (Ps. cxviii. 9),better 
to walk with the apostles than with such Americans. 

Personally (says John Knox) I love the people, and even in 
my old age, if it were not for family circumstances, I think I 
could spend the evening of my life with them. For twelve 
years after coming to this land (England), 1 prayed that God 
would raise up some servant of His to carry on the work there, 
and to my joy I had a letter from D. R. Scott asking about 
information about work in N ovia Scoti� ; so I wrote 
immediately saying .I had a canvas tent, with poles, and it 



CANADA AND NOVlA SCOTIA 83 

would give me pleasure to let him have it. I thought perhaps 
he might be compelled to pay duty and freight on it, but he 
had neither .... This was surely of God, for our brother was 
used wonderfully in conversions and blessing to His people, 
even though he seldom wrote letters to any monthly about it. 
Indeed, our names were never seen in the monthlies, nor did 
we ever get our need supplied in this war. 

The dire peril of the servant's heart being drawn from 
dependence upon· his Master alone, with the disastrous 
consequences of secret decline of faith, has been subtly 
aggravated by the existence of magazines reporting the doings 
and future purpos� of workers. It is not wholly new. 
Spurgeon died seventy years ago, but he had taken occasion to 
remark that there were too many preachers who could not kill 
a mouse without announcing the· feat in the Gospel Magazine, 
whereas Samson killed a lion and said nothing about it ! 
Anything is to be deprecated which enables men to �ngage in 
the work of the gospel and the church who have not been 
called of God. It was a keen and generous supporter of the 
work who said to me about the travel.Ung brethren in his area, 
that they could do without half of them. When days_ come 
in which such advertising will be impossible there will. be a 
useful sifting and thinning of the ranks; as in Gideon's day. 

One more scene must be recorded : 
There was a town called 0. in which I had the d�ire to preach 

the gospel, so I rented the public hall for one night only. I 
got a m�n to drive me, and �e stopped opposite the Temperance 
Hotel. I sent him in to ·see if I could obtain lodgings, but they 
did not detain him long, though I said I would pay in advance. 
When they saw who it was they said, " NO; we shall never 
house a crazy preacher." I must say I felt a lonely stranger 
and outcast, with all my earthly belongings in the buggy. I 
asked D.K. to drive me to the public house. I ·rented a room 
for the night and I had strange feelings praying, while I could 
hear them downstairs swearing in the bar room. 
God still knows how to comfort the lowly and the lonely, 

and did so now 
While thus engaged I heard a knock at the bedroom door, 

and upon opening it found the man who put me out of his 
house year� pi;eviously when his wife and daughter were saved. 
He said, "Do you know me? " " Certainly," I replied, 
"Are you not saved yet?" "Yes," was his reply, "and I have 
built a new house and want you to come and preach in it:" 
and I did-at the funeral of one of his daughters. 
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Again John reverts to the vital matter of the continuance of 
the ministry of the gospel : 

The only other labourers are brother Brennan and brother 
McMullen. The former had a good position, with the prospects 
of even a better one, but he left it and went forth with the 
gospel. The latter had a business in Toronto. He also left 
it for the gospel's sake. 

Such a narrative raises many reflections. It enforces 
lessons already learned in earlier pages of this l;>ook. John 
Knox McEwen shall be left to point his own moral and adorn 
his own tale. His closing words. are ; 

As one now advanced in years, and who loves the Nova 
Scotians, I would put in the plea that saints would pray for 
labourers (not preachers or platform. orators). but men who 
will give God a full day. This is the class of men who are 
needed there ; men who are prepared to endure hardness and 
stick to their work. There is in these days but little of the early 
ways of carrying on gospel work, and sometjmes I think 
Christians are to blame for putting preachers into a false 
position by pressing them to come to their large centres, 
instead of seeking to encourage them to fulfil Romans xv. 
verse 20: "yea, making it my aim (Greek, being ambitious) 
so to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named, 
that I should not build upon another man's foundation, but 
as it is written, 

They shall see, to whom no tidings of Him came, 
And they who have not heard shall understand. 

Every time I visit Canada and United States I am depressed 
as I look upon the cities, towns, villages and settlements, and 
no gospel; and maybe not a great distance away some two or 
three preachers are spending their best days preaching to a 
large company. mostly Christians. Over forty years ago· Mr 
Donald Ross said to me in Scotland, '' God does not send 
preachers to ·the church to preach the gospel ; He sends them 
to the world ; " and Dr Matthews [Belfast] asked me some 
years ago : " How many preachers would be around if there 
was not an assembly to receive them? " 

Our Lord says to us, "Launch out into the deep;" and 
again I would add, " They that go down to the sea-that do 
business in great waters, these see the works of the Lord, and 
His wonders in the deep" (Psalm cvii. 23, 24). 

Much of the life thus depicted reminds of the Ukraine 
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province of west Russia twenty-five years ago_. Heavy salt 
black bread as the staff of life, and sometimes little else. 
Frozen snow or deep filthy mud. Carts stuck in snow drifts 
or mud holes. Trains held up for thirty hours in a blizzard. 
A peasant and hi� wife making a Polish brother and. myself 
heartily welcome to sleep on a litter of straw on the floor of 
their one-roomed cottage, while they slept in -the one bed, and 
in the morning cheerfully sharing with us their scanty portion 
of bread. 

But all around over a vast region the Spirit of God working 
powerfully, souls being saved in great numbers, baptisms in 
the open air in ponds ready to freeze, groups meeting in 
houses to worship, witness, and break; the bread of communion 
with Christ and one another, the union of soul being cemented 
the firmer by the pressure of persecution. And thus 
assemblies on New Testament lines springing . up spon
taneously, welcoming instruction from the Word of God as to 
His purposes and the life that is in Christ Jesus. 

Thus in Europe and in America does God work on His own 
lines, and work in power, when His servants and people do 
not hinder His Spirit by their own devices. 

Let us now see this in Asia. 



CHAPTER VI 

HAIFA 1927 

J
. W. CLAPHAM was a schoolmaster in New Zealand.
This useful service he left for- the nobler calling of an 
evangelist. To impart earthly knowledge is good; to 

dispense heavenly and eternal wisdom is far better. In the 
year 1925 he came to England to make acquaintance with his 
father's relatives. On the way he used the occasion to see 
Palestine. He had planned to return to New Zealand via the 
United States and Canada, and there resume evangelistic 
work. But the Father had other thoughts than His child 
knew. Being the servant of Christ and of souls, not in his 
native land only but everywhere, .the spiritual destitution of 
Galilee weighed on his spirit. Being also the Lord's freeman 
and not tied by human control, not even by a programme of 
his own, he was susceptible of the Lord's control and moving; 
so he returned to Palestine and began to deal with the family 
in whose house in Haifa he made his centre. In Palestine 
the Land of My Adoption (ch. II) he has narrated the exercise 
of soul through which the Lord constrained him to stay in 
what he saw was a hard sphere and showed him that what 
Palestine needed was not organization, but the pure Word of 
God preached faithfully. He thought to remain perhaps six 
months. 

His host, Alexander Engelhardt, had one of those romantic 
histories not seldom met in the East. German by descent, 
but born in Latvia, a country which· came under Russian 
control, he was a Russian subject. Moving as a young man to 
Baku, on the Caspian Sea, and being, as his wife later said, a 
shark in business, he became rich by coastal shipping, and 
presently built a fine house at Haifa and settled there. When 
in the 1914 war the Turks joined Germany, and• therefore 
against Russia, he as a Russian subject was interned. After 
the war he returned to Haifa, and within a few weeks his wife 
died and left him with three boys and a girl. 

There was a large German colony in Haifa. Its origin went 
back to the middle of the last century. In the kingdom of 
Wilrttemberg in Germany a man named Hardegg imbibed the 

88 
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political views of the .French Revolution and plotted a revolt. 
Being detected he found himself in prison for nine years, and 
while there he became a Christian. Ori his release the religious 
people looked askance at him, not crediting him with a genuine 
change of heart. Being now as a Christian wholly averse to 
military service, he went to the Sultan of Turkey and secured 
a concession of swamp land near Haifa, so that he might lead 
thither a colony of Germans, on condition of freedom from 
military service. 

The opening battle with malaria took a heavy toll, but they 
won through, turned the swamps into fields, and prospered. 
The founder's daughter-in-law, now a widow, and two girls of 
her own, were still in Haifa after 1918, and she and Alexander 
Engelhardt married. It was in their home that J. W. Clapham 
boarded, and,- like a true go�peller, began his search for lost 
sheep. The father had been led to-the Lord in ·Palestine by· a 
Swede, but was an uninstructed elder of the Lutheran Church. 
Perhaps the mother also was already a similarly untaught 
believer. There was a battle before they saw the Lord's_will 
as to baptism and the simplicity of church life as in the New 
Testament. Shortly the three girls were saved. All were 
baptized and left the Lutheran Church, the first fruits of the 
preacher's faithfulness. 

Seeing that the Lord was working, and having no 
engagements booked to draw him out of th� will of the Lord, 
His servant stayed on, and took a rough and disused workshop 
in Allenby Street for public preaching. Others were converted 
to God and baptized, and in September, 1927

., 
the table of the 

Lord was spread, at first in the workshop. Then this gathering 
met in the Engelhardts' house, when about fifteen to eighteen 
met at the Table. Later it was removed to the workshop, 
now renovated and suitable as a hall. 

Comparisons are odious, but can be instructive. For several 
years there had laboured in Haifa a " Mission ". The head 
was able and active. Six other agents worked with him, a 
Canadian, a Hebrew, and four from England, including a 
devoted and godly doctor. They had good premises, held 
meetings, distributed much literature, and rendered medical 
help. Yet in 1927, as the Head himself told me, the visible 
outcome of their united labours had been professions of faith 
by three Jews and each had proved a disappointment. Yet 
a traveller from afar, with no organization behind him, no 
guaranteed income, nor as yet a conscious call to the land as 
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his permane�t �phere, talks to the people he meets, follows in 
simplicity the leadings of God, works on the apostolic lines 
shown in the New Testament, and in twelve months sees the 
beginning of an apostolic assembly which proved stable and 
permanent, and which was the first of several such he was to 
be used to found in those parts. He that hath eyes to see let 
h.im see, and discern which method of work the Lord prefers,
the institutional or the individual, the humanly organized
or the Divinely directed.

Paul reminded the Galatian believers that it was " because 
of an infirmity of the flesh I pi:eached the gospel unto you the 
former time" (Gal. iv. 13). His bodily weakness seem� to have 
been the Lord's means of keeping him among them for their 
spiritual health.- In the summer of 1927 my vigour gave out 
for the first time. The intense midsummer heat of Egypt 
proved too great, and by medical advice I went to the nearest 
cooler region, the hills of Judaea, which land I had not thought 
to visit. In Jerusalem, 2,000 and more feet above the 
Mediterranean, I was privileged to be the guest of Mr and Mrs 
Edgar Shelley in their most hospitable home on the Hill of 
Evil Council. This is so named because, as tradition has it, 
the house of Annas the high priest stood there, in which the 
plot was hatched to seize and murder Jesus. 

Ten weeks in that fine air gave some renewal, and in the 
beginning of September, at Mr Shelley's introduction, I went 
down to Haifa and stayed with Alexander Engelhardt. With 
the work developing so steadily it was well that J. W. Clapham 
should have some support. But it is of pre-eminent 
importance tha_t the Lord Himself shall choose those who are 
to be co-workers. Many a promising garden of the Lord has 
been spoiled by two who had different ideas about spiritual 
gardening being placed together by men. I did not know 
Mr Clapham or even know about him : who could tell that 
we could co-operate harmoniously ? But I found that he 
knew me, in the sense that he had read my book Departure 
and was in hearty agreement with its main themes of church 
life and gospel service. He gave me a warm brotherly 
welcome, and a personal friendship resulted which continues 
after twenty-five years. 

God extended His work. Some of the British Police, 
Christian men, were thankful for fellowship. Arabs were 
converted, baptized, and swelled the company. Arabic is a 
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difficult language, and it would have been long before Mr 
Clapham could have mastered it well enough to preach or 
converse. But the Lord had provided in advance for this 
need. A Syrian named Mattar had spent some years in 
Lancashire in business, had been there saved, and had gathered 
with Christians on New Testament lines. He was therefore 
an efficient interpreter, and was able and glad to further the 
building of a New Testament assembly. Later, a young and 
educated villager, Salim Zeidan, came to Haifa, was converted, 
and became an excellent interpreter. 

The English Matron of the Government Hospital had an 
Armenian head nurse, named Akahi Shedarevian. This 
nurse was a Christian. In her girlhood she and her mother 
had fled from the Kurds during one of the massacres, and ·she 
had had the bitterness· to leave her mother to die.in the snow 
while she pressed on to escape death and worse than death. 
The Matron asked if she would like to go with her to some 
English meetings which were being held .in Allenby Street 1
They went. The Matron was high church and had no further 
interest in such teaching ; but nurse Akahi said to herself 
that at last she had found what her soul had been seeking ever 
since her conversion as· a girl. 

Shortly she said to Mr Clapham that as a nurse she had 
access to all the six hundred Armenian families in the town
refugees from the Kurds; and that if he would give one 
evening a ·week she. would. interpret into Turkish. The Spirit 
wrought by the word and a considerable Armenian element 
was .added to the church. 

Before long the Authorities notified nurse Akahi that they 
had appointed her matron of the hospital at Beersheba. But 
so good a promotion made no appeal to her heart, and she 
declined, saying that she wished to remain among her own 
people. They insisted that she must take the post, so she 
replied that she would go, but that then and there she gave 
them a month's notice to leave their service: She returned to 
Haifa to earn her living by private nursing and to continue 
to serve her people in their spiritual concerns. As in all ages, 
Christ still draws to Himself such faithful followers. 

There were then in Haifa an Englishman, a retired planter, 
and his· wife. They were active witnesses for Christ. The 
lady had. to spend a short time in the Church of England 
hospital, and there she awakened in the Matron, also British, 
an interest in the Lord. She accepted baptism by immersion 
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as a believer. The Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem was quite 
courteous about it, but what could the poor official do seeing 
that she had repudiated the initial ceremony that the Church 
misnames baptism? She lost her post. Thus one Matron 
rejected the truth while another Matron owned its claims . 
. God does according to His own will, though the determining 
factors may be hidden from us. Yet was· He as abundantly 
ready to have saved the one as the other. 

The doctor mentioned told me that he had been visiting 
professionally one of the senior Government officials of 
Palestine, and had noticed a Bible by his bed; a most unusual 
circum$tance· in the East. He· introduced me, and I found 
one who had bee,:i converted as a young man and had been 
an open-air preacher and a Sunday school teacher. Then he 
had gone East in: the service of the Colonial Office, like too 
many other Christians so placed, had gone back from Christ, 
and for fourteen years had wasted �s life in the far country. 
Now God his Father w� dealing with him in love, chastening 
him in the body for the good of his soul. 

I drew his attention to 1 John 5. 19 : "W{ f know that we 
are of God, and the whole world lieth in the Evil One," and 
stressed that there are two and only two moral spheres of life 
-- the circle that is "of God," the members of which draw 
their life from God, and live in the atmosphere of His Spirit 
of purity and love ; and the rest of mankind, lying in -the 
Evil One, the sons of disobedience to ·God, in whom the Evil 
One works his fell will (Eph. ii.1-3). .I pressed upon him that, 
by his new birth through faith in Christ, he belonged properly 
to the former .sphere, but that for fourteen years he had been 
living practically in the old sphere of the Evil One. It was 
emphasized heavily that these two spheres nowhere overlap, 
so that there is no possibility of standing in both at once, and 
that it was for him to step out from the wrong circle and join 
those who lived in God as-their sphere. He knew very well 
that to associate with the despised group of nobodies who 
followed Christ in Haifa would cut him out of British society, 
with its pleasures and worldly advantages, but he found grace 
to take the step. 

I then .reminded him that the Lord had appointed baptism 
as the definite and public manner of taking this step, it being 
a confession of death to the old life, of burial out of it, and of 
resurrection into the new moral realm. Long years before 
the Lord had prepared hirn for this step, for a Presbyterian 



HAIFA 1927 91 

friend of his early Christian days had explained this matter 
from the Scriptures. As soon as health allowed he was 
immersed in that " ancient river, the river Kishon," in 
company with a horny-handed Arm�nian cobbler and a humble 
Arab youth. Official persecution followed, it being attempted 
to get him out of the country ; but the Lord saw to it. that this 
failed, for He had much service for him there. 

The assembly continued to grow in size and in grace. After 
some nine months I suggested to my fellow-worker that it 
would be for the benefit of the saints that he and I should 
move away. It was seldom that the apostles stayed s.o long 
in one place. I had paid a short visit to the chief city of 
Syria, Aleppo, .in the far north, and ·was about to return there 
on the way to England. Mr Clapham already .had in his 
heart to go there, so he accompanied ,me and I introduced him 
to the few Armenian friends I had made. 1 

Nurse Akahi travelled with us to visit her· relatives. The 
first meeting was in her brother's house. Five persons were 
present. Numbers grew. Presently Mr Clapham took the 
public hall in a camp, where for several weeks hundreds 
attended. Later he paid a second visit to the city, and on a 
third visit some baptized believers were ready to break the 
bread in the New Testament order, with the break with the 
official Nestorian Church which was involved. This assembly 
of believers continues. 

The Head of the church discharged His God-appointed 
duty of caring for that portion of His people in Haifa now cast 
fully on Him. He had provided for them a shepherd in the 
Qackslider who had been restored. Like fallen Peter after his 
return, he also strengthened his brethren, and up,on our 
leaving he proved a true pastor. He worked in happy 
harmony with the first brother mentioned, Alexander 
Engelhardt. As the church increased the Lord sent further 
help in the person of the able Russian exile, W. P. Marcin
�ovski. In so cosmopolitan a centre many languages are 
used, and these three brethren between them met the need. 
How much more satisfactory and sufficient is such a supply of 
able and suited workers than that a vacancy be filled by some 
one appointed by a Committee in London or New York, or 
even. by a Field Council. 

In 1935 I found this church so large as to be unwieldy. 
1 .A fuller account of my visit to Aleppo is given in my life of Anthony 

Norris 'Groves, pp. 211-215, 
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Teaching had to be in three languages, English, Arabic, and 
Turkish, requiring c}ouble interpretation. An address of three 
quarters of an hour was really of only fifteen minutes. This 
meant that the sheep were not getting ·sufficient food. Before 
long this was overcome by the Armenians. meeting separately 
in the house of the4" devoted helper, nurse Akahi, and by the 
Arabic speaking friends having their own gathering. The 
English speakers could visit all centres, and the English
speaking of other races, of whom there were many, could 
come to the Engli�h meetings. Thus fellowship was 
maintained. 

Not all that God does is seen at once. Often it is only after 
a time that His work appears. The harvest will be larger 
than the firstfruits. His servants must ·work in faith, not 
only walk by faith. Just as I was leaving Palestine in 1928 
there died the wife of another senior British official, leaving 
him with an infant of ten days. He was a thorough worldling, 
and I longed to call on him, thinking that his heart might then 
be tender. But it could not be, and I left. God wished to 
prepare him more fully. A year and a half later I received in 
my Suffolk home a letter from about twenty miles away. 
The writer said that I should, remember her as so and so, who 
used to attend my meetings in Haifa ; that she had since 
married Mr X. (the man in question), and they would like to 
visit me. I wondered why that worldling should wish to 
visit one with whom he knew he could have nothing in 
common ; but in my garden it transpired that he had come 
seeking something better than he had known. Referring to 
his bereavement he said that by it he had learned these two 
things : " what an insect I am, and that the world can give a 
man nothing when he needs it most." He found Christ, 
having been first found by Him. 

They returned to Haifa. The wife had long deferred 
baptism, in tlie hope that he would join her in obedience; 
but at length she rightly decided not to wait longer. 
Obedience to the known will of the Lord ought not to wait 
upon another's disobedience. He drove her out to the Kishon, 
and she had the faith to take spare garments for him. Before 
they left the spot he too had followed his Lord through the 
water. 

When the Jews and Arabs started the fierce fighting of 
1947, almost all the Armenians, Christians included, fled to 
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the north countries. Whether they really bettered their lot 
may be questioned, for neither Jews nor Arabs had special 
animosity against them. But it can be that God overruled 
the scattering to spread the gospel in needy re�ons, as He 
did the scattering of the first church in Jerusalem (Acts viii. 
4). The other believers mostly held on through the troubled 
times_, and the churches in. Haifa continue. 

Such in outline was the beginning and early growth of what 
is probably the first -church in Canaan, claiming to follow New 
Testament lines, for certainly many centuries, possibly th� 
first since Hadrian drove out the Jews in A.p. 135. There 
had been previously a weekly breaking of bread in the house 
of Mr Shelley in Jerusalem, but no assembly life 4ad developed!'

After Haifa, similar church� grew up in Jerusalem, Jaffa, 
Tel Aviv, Nazareth, and further north in Al�ppo, Antioch, 
and Beirut, � Syria. 

These events emphas�e some important fe<!tures already 
considered; such as the direct and personal control of th� 
Lord over His servants and their uiovements ; Uis supply of 
ministry for maintaining_ His ,church; and the effe�tual 
working of His Spirit with men of faith who_f o])Qw .His.leadings, 
not human ·wisdom and human plan�. Such men are like 
their Divine Leader in the prominence they give to prayer as 
the vitalizing, conquering element in their labour. ln their 
ministry they call for that full separation, .from the world 
system al).d its sins as i� expressed in baptism ; and they hav� 
the distinct and fixed object of building up local churches of 
believers. These are to be dependent -upon the Head of th� 
church, not on men; and are to be, guided by His Word, not 
by human ideas and preferences. It is evident from the 
results that the Lord ap'proved their work and endorsed their 
testimony. 

ow 7 



CHAPTER VII 

AMONG BOLIVIAN INDIANS 

T
HIS region of South America was conquered by the
Spaniards in century sixteen. The natives were reduced 

to virtual serfdom, and the degrading idolatry of the Roman 
Church was imposed as far as possible. But some of the tribes 
resisted all attempts to incorporate them into the Spanish 
system. 

The country is partly high mountain land ahd partly deep 
fertile valleys, with also forests and swamps. The Indians on 
the higher lands have felt civilizing influences, but those in 
the forest and swamp areas-are backward. 

Religion is either the falsely named " Christianity " of the 
Roman Church or is pagan, both equally needing the true 
gospel. How was this to be brought to these difficult tribes 
in their difficult areas? For these also are included in the 
"every' tribe

,
, from whom the heavenly church must be 

won (Rev. v. 9, 10). 
Man's ordinary way would be to organize a "Mission," but 

God had a simpler arid more effective way. In the year 1880

there took place in Leith, near Edinburgh, an extremely 
common event-a boy was born. Of course, his immediate 
circle were deeply interested, but equally, of course, the great 
world was unconcerned, for' he was not born in a palace' but 
in a quite humble home. 

Over eighteen centuries earlier the same event had happened 
in a city in Asia Minor called Tarsus-a boy named Saul was 
born. In his case, also, the great world took no notice, but 
in highest heaven the great God said, " He is a chosen vessel 
unto Me." Perchance He said the same when Thomas 
Easdale was born in Leith; at any rate, it was fact, for he was 
to be one to carry the good news to Bolivian Indians. 

The family removed to Renfrew, on the Clyde. They were 
religious, and Thomas was reared in the Free Church of 
Scotland and also attended a mission hall near his home. 
While still a lad he professed faith in Christ during some 
special services, but there was little depth or reality, and he 
drifted. 

u
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In 1897 he enlisted and saw service in Gibraltar, Malta, 
Cyprus, and South Africa. This had the usual demoralizing 
effect. He often tried to go straight and did so in spells, but, 
he says, "I never had anyone like-minded to help me." Take 
note of this, especially those who think the army .a suitable 
sphere for a Christian. Observation and •inquiry have shown 
me that only about one soldier in three hundred in the British 
army is a believer in Christ. 

Yet this period of Thomas Easdale's career was useful in 
after service to Christ. He learned. the total �ability of 
human nature to be godly of itself, and was thus taught }!ot 
to trust in himself. And the physical training in the army 
and the hardships of campaigning toughe:ri_ed hun in body 
and character for later, hardships and dangers. 

He left the �y in, 1905 and worked ,a.$ a macbini�t in a 
f�ctocy in Clydepank. Familiarity with. tools was also to be 
useful later on. Probably some colleg� graduates, when they 
have reached some rough pioneer _region, may have wisb.�d 
that they had been t�ained to use their hands as we.11 as their 
brains. 

At this time the Lord took Thomas in. hand for spiritual 
education. 

Back home, and under the influence of my ,mother and sisters, 
I SOOJ:! got sick of the old life and started to attend the church 
and .the mission.'• 

Would that there were more homes with a spiritual atmospher� 
so vigorous that ungodly sons could be there drawn to the 
Saviour. 

Death is the dreadful pena;Ity of sin. Yet even this God 
makes to serve blessed ends, so .vast is His wisdom. 

;·, The death of a young sister, who dearly· loved the Lord, 
bad a great effect on me, and towards the end of 1907 I came 
out on the Lord's side." 

Societies may send out unconverted sinners : lhe Lord does 
not ; they must have been born of God. 

Thus tl�roµgh twenty-seven years God had pursued His holy 
end and had been preparing His chosen vessel, first in the 
natural realm and then in his inner man. And now followed 
two matters of crit'ical importance. 

First : 
"I soon had a Sunday School class of boys, some. of whom 

were. influenced to take their stand for the Lord.''
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Too many have thought themselves called to go to some 
distant land to win souls for Christ who hav.e never won them 
for Him in their home sphere. Indeed, some, like John 
Wesley, have gone forth to save the heathen without being 
tp.emselves fitst saved. It is not God's way; though He may 
overrule for good, as He did in Wesley's case. 

Second: 
" Reading through the New Testament I saw the necessity 

of baptism by immersion and was baptized." 

The theologians who employ circuitous• and dubious 
reasonings in the attempt to justify baptism of infants, and 
by sprinkling; would do wisely to ponder how it is that 
theologically untrained but honest hearts, reared in their 
belief and practice, can by themselv� find in the ;New Testa
ment nothing but the immersion of believers. Unless this 
teaching is there how do· so- many simple ·souls find it there ? 

One such inquirer determined to read the whole·Testament 
on this point alone. He decided to write down on one column 
of a sheet of paper all the passages which referred to the 
baptism of children and by sprinkling, and in the opposite 
colUiiln all passages which teach the baptism of believers and 
by immersion. At the close of his reading he was surprised 
to find that all the passages were in the latter column. 

Of an ancient hero we read that '' the Spirit of Jehovah 
began. to move hiin" (Judg� xiii. 24, 25). The order th�re 
detailed as to S�mson is very characteristic of the ways of God 
with chosen instruments. It shows his birth and growth, his 
being blessed of God, and then in. due time the inward move
ment of God toward the work designed. Spiritual birth, 
spiritual growth unto becoming a man in Christ, and living
under the blessing of God are prerequisites to being com
missioned for special and difficult service. Thomas Easdale 
says: "My desire now was to return to South Africa and 
witness among 1he Zulus, Kaffirs, or Hottentots that I had 
met there.'' 

Thus· was his heart mo:ved towards the unevangelized who 
sit in darkness, which was of God, though the sphere 
contemplated was not of God. Not a few who from public 
service, business, or travel have been among heathen peoples 
have been similarly drawn to take to them the good news. 
Som�tiI11es this has· been God's leading, but sometimes not. 
Natural impulse needs to be confirmed or contradicted by 
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spiritual guidance. For Thomas Easdale it was contradicted. 
It was to a godly man with a godly purpose that the message 
of God was, " Thou didst w,ell that it was in thy heart : 
nevertheless thou shalt not " (1 Kings viii. 18, 19). 

His mind was then drawn to South America. But so soon 
as the heart of a disciple is set in the right direction he may 
expect various deflecting influences to attack him, often such 
as might not be expected. This man used to the hardships 
and dangers of campaigns writes : 

On hearing the stories of shark-infested ports and yellow 
fever, to say nothing of malaria, of which I had already had a 
bout; I was not keen about going to South America. 

This test was good. It meant that when later he did go to 
that Continent it was ffom no easy-going choice of his own 
but by constraint of God, and in spite of perils faced and 
expected. 

The southern province of Bolivia meets the :north west 
province of Argentina some one thousand miles froni Buenos 
Aires on the coas_t, the capital of the latter coµntry. In that 
remote region, the province of Jujuy, sugar is grown, and 
there is a large British-controlled ·est�te. To work on this 
estate considerable numbers of Indians come down from 
Bolivia; �and Thomas- ·Easdale says : 

" On hearing the. story of Indians through a letter from 
John Linton, who was_ in northern Argentine, I forgot about 
the pests and· fevers, and felt that was the place to which the 
Lord was calling me." 

The call and the sphere being clear, now aro�e what are 
strangely called the "practical" questions, such as how to 
finance so long a journey, how to secure a .berth on a ship, 
how to provide the equipment of suitable clothing for the 
tropics. Why is the term " practical " restricted by usage 
to such matters ? Are not the call and the training, natural 
and spiritual, intensely practical matters ? And is not the 
God who foresees and oversees these deeper and more vital 
elements to be trusted to arrange the consequent and 
dependent factors ? 

T.he situation before us is a sort of test case. A man of 
twenty-nine years proposes to get from Scotland to Buenos 
Aires and then a further thousand miles up-country. He has 
no resources, no rich friends, no church or Mission behind him. 
He is just an ordinary mechanic on the small wage of forty 
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years ago. How shall the project be carried through? 
Why, says your "practical" man of affairs, of course he 

will offer to one of the excellent Missionary Societies, or the 
church or assembly of Christians where he attends will send 
round a circular to others in the connection, and will gather 
funds. By what other means can he get forward ? 

Thomas Easdale was not minded to take such steps. Well, 
then, says your practical man, he is never likely to get to 
Argentina. But one thing Thomas could do, he commenced 
to save money toward the fare. Excellent, excellent, says the 
looker-on; that is something "practical": may he be prospered! 

But God also is intensely practical, and therefore He took 
account of quite another factor., even the vast importance that 
Thomas should learn before going out what too many learn 
only later ot not at all, even the unique value of the advice, 
" Delight thyself also in Jehovah ; and He will give thee the 
petitions of thy heart. Roll thy way upon Jehovah ; trust 
also in Him, and He will bring it to pass" (Psalm xxxvii.4,5). 

Yes, replies our " practical" friend, that's all very well up 
to a point; but the Lord helps him who helps himself, so let 
Thomas keep on saving and maybe God will somehow 
supplement it t But God thought otherwise in the case of 
Thomas Easdale, for he was put on half-time at the factory 
and could save no more. Oh how generally reluctant are our 
poor weak hearts to be brought to the position of the old lady 
who was obliged to take her last pound out of the savings 
bank, and then exclaimed ruefully, "Now I've no one but 
the Almighty to trust to ! " What a dreadful predicament, 
to be sure : no one but the Almt'.ghty to trust. 

What if the Almighty can get Thomas to the Argentine 
without passage money ! He writes : 

"One Saturday afternoon, I was down by the river with a 
young draughtsman, and there in the harbour was a ship with 
the letters M.O.P. marked all over it. Why, I said, that boat 
is going to the port I want to go to : I wonder if I could get a 
berth on her ? 
Through the influence of a friend this was arranged ; but 

he might have saved the amount he paid, for when the time 
came for sailing the Captain refused to take him as a passenger, 
but, being short of a hand, signed him on as one of the crew, 
and paid him a shilling a day wage. 

The vessel was not a pleasure steamer, nor even a cargo 
boat, but was a pump dredger for clearing river channels of 
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sand. Not being intended for long ocean journeys its bunkers 
were too small to hold all the coal needed for this extended 
voyage, and bags of coal were lying all over the ship and had 
to be carried to the furnaces. This was heavy work for one 
unaccustomed to it, and Thomas's back soon resented the 
unwonted toil and he had to lie up. The Captain thought him 
skulking; but the kindly forethought of his heavenly Master 
had provided against this emergency. The second engineer 
was an old school chum of Thomas and vouched for his 
integrity as a Christian, so he was allowed a day or so to rest. 
He remarks that: 

the crew were a tough lot, but I had the joy of seeing one or 
two of them finally get out their Bibles, at least on Sundays. 
Buenos Aires was reached in six weeks, and brought more 

"practical" problems for God to solve .. How shall an 
unknown seaman fare in a vast and foreign city of nearly two 
million souls ? How shall he find means for the. desired 
journey of a thousand miles? To be sure he had irt his pocket 
forty odd shillings of wages he had not expected when he set 
out ; but what was that for such a journey ? To be sure, 
like a true pilgrim, he was not burdened with a modern, costly 
elaborate outfit. His worldly goods were �ontained in a 
sailor's bag and a Gladstone bag, the latter a farewell present 
from his Clydebank workmates. But formidable difficulties 
are God's opportunities. 

In the desert God. will teach thee 
What the God that thou hast found ; 

Patient, gracious, powerful, holy, 
All His grace shall there abound. (J. N. Darby). 

When the crew was paid off Thomas was asked to remain 
awhile as cook, while the dredger was being tested. He was 
paid three or four shillings a day, and thus went ashore with 
a little extra money, and a very little Spanish thus far picked 
up. He then found a job in the engine shop of the Southern 
Railway. Like a true evangelist he at once helped in the 
Sailors Home, and the Superintendent tried to persuade him 
to stay with them. 

Of course, judged by the modern canons of Missionary 
Societies or organizations all this line of things was quite 
irregular. To be sure it was but a following of the essential 
methods of a famous pioneer evangelist named Paul, who 
often invaded foreign cities and made tents so as to supply his 
needs. But the wise Westerner knows better than to follow 
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such quixotic and troublesome ways. All these contingencies 
ought to have been provided against before he left Scotland. 

In particular, it ought to have been ascertained beforehand 
whether the worker already in the field was ready to welcome 
the proposed fellov{-worker. So many misfits have caused 
trouble, say som�, that thes� precautions ought to be enforced. 
But there are no misfits when the Lord arranges matters for a 
man of faith and obedi,enc�. And no other sort of man does 
He call. It is hu_man self-will in a worker, or human short
-�ighJedness , in a Committee, that cause mistakes, and no 
amount of machinery or regulations will avoid this. 

Thomas Easdale wrote to John Linton to .announce his 
arrival and. project, and inquired if he could get work on the 
Sugar E$tate anq. at the same time help in the gospel. Linton 
replied thq.t if he worked on the .Estate he would have very 
little time for the gospel ; that he could not promise him 
$Upport, but only plenty of hardships ; but that if he cared 
to go up at his own risk, and see what the Lo:r;d had in store 
for: him, he would be welcoJile to share the· home. In six 
weeks fro:rn landing he had mori�y ·enough for the journey and 
set out for the north. 

It is August, 1910. And now he shall tell his story mostly 
in his own words, .and we shall see how .accurately the Lord 
fits a round peg into a. round hole and needs none of man's 
missionary machinery for making· either the hole or the peg. 

Second-class travelling in 1;his country .is on hard wooden 
benches, put I took a second-class ticket not knowing when I 
might be able to earn more. Still, what was that to an old 
soldier ? On the thiro day $an Pedro was reached. 

Mr Linton was in bed with malaria when I arrived, but I 
dined off wild pig that he had shot the day before. Next day 
he asked me what I could do. Well, I had my Soldier's and 
Sailor's Discharges-both good. I could groom and ride a 
horse, shoot straight, use a pick, shqvel, and axe ; also cook a 
good dinner. He· said, " You'll do." The first job he gave 
me was to shear a few sheep that he had. I quite enjoyed 
doing this, especially as I was to have some of the wool for a 
pillow. He had a large garden· and grew his own fruit and 
vegetables. There was also a herd of goats which supplied us 
with milk. I soon learnt to milk them. The coal carrying had 
been good training, for sooI). we had heavy banana plants to 
carry t9 inake a new plantation, and then the heavy iron-wood 
posts to fence it in. So with the garden work and language 
study one had little time to feel homesick. It was a great 
blessing to have a strong healthy body, for much of the work 
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was done at a temperature of 104° shade. 
There would be about sixty professing Christians among the 

Indians who worked at the Sugar Factory three miles away. 
When they heard of my arrival most of them came over to 
meet me, and from that day I knew I was in the right place 
and among the people God wanted me to work for. In six 
months' time I was teaching the converts to read and write, 
and feeling quite at home with them. 

In September, 1911, Mr Linton's wife and sister returned 
from furlough, so I was set free to gd and live among the Indians 
in their village. Toward the end of 1912 I made my first trip 
to Bolivia, with an Indian Gonvert I had taught to read and 
write. It was a three weeks' journey on horseback, the horse 
having been bought with money sent by the mission friends at 
home. My companion, Damien, had a mule lent to him by 
Mr Linton. So we set out to learn something of the land from 
which the Indians come yearly tq work in tht i:;ugar plantation 
in northern Argentina. 

·we had some thrilling experiences on this the first of many
trips into eastern Bolivia. We travelled through forests along 
the foothills of the Andes, swimming rivers, sleeping night after 
night on lhe ground, with our saddles for pillows. 'Ihe saddle 
bags were packed with Scriptures, which we sold to the Bolivian 
farmers and other$ who were able to read. These were the 

first Scriptur�s to go into that part of the country .. As we had 
very little money we sometimes .exchanged Scriptures for ·food. 
Our shot gun also helped to provide for out daily needs, there 
being considerable game. Owing to the heavy loads our 
animals were carrying we did many miles on foot. We sold 
all our Scriptures, and after eight weeks of travelling we 
returned to San Pedro. 

In Miss Linton Thomas Easdale found a help answering to 
him. She had been trained as a teacher, but went out to the 
Argentine trusting the Lord and without the backing of any 
Church or Mission. They were married on January 21st, 
1913, and took charge of the work whilst Mr Linton went on 
furlough. The narrative continues : 

Shortly after Mr Linton returneq. to the field he set off on 
muleback for eastern Bolivia, where he opened up work in the 
Parapeti district among the ·Chiriguano Indians. My previous 
experience came in useful, for the following year I was able to 
take up a cartload of things he needed, including school books 
and Scriptures. 

As to our financial support, the Lord raised up friends in 
Britain, Canada, and the Argentine, and even in Holland. 
But we put our hand to the plough in a literal sense, ploughing 



102 GOD AT WORK 

and sowing, thus reducing our expenses by living on the 
products of the country. We also kept bees, and the sale of 
honey supplied our rent money. 

Since 1922 we have been living rent free in a large house, with 
four or five acres of land attached, some of which we have 
turned into a fruit and vegetable garden. This is a gift from 
the Sugar Company (British), on whose land we first started. 

To-day the work extends many miles north into Bolivia, with 
many groups of believers carrying on in the simple New Testa
ment way. 

The Lord has been good to us, and all these forty years we 
have never had to make appeals for money. Our four children 
all had a good education, and are now holding responsible posts 
with the Sugar and Fruit Corp.pany. 

For all the way which He has led us, and for the opportunities 
of service in His vineyard, we give Him the glory� 

Mr Linton died in England several years ago. There was 
no occasion for a Society or Committee in this far off land of 
England to concern itself with the selection of a successor. 
Th� Lord of the work had Himself provided one, and it has 
gone forward. It is not our purpose to narrate its develop
ment. Mr Easdale is writing the story. It will tell of the 
wonders wrought by the Spirit of God in the salvation of 
hundreds of Indians, of their baptism and separation from the 
world unto Christ, of their growth in grace, and of the rise of 
many indigenous, self-supporting, self-propagating churches 
on the New Testament pattern. That the British employers 
of the Indians have taken a generous interest in the work, 
granting lands and buildings, is an indirect testimony to its 
value. 

This account of the early days is included in this book in 
order to show once again how the Head of the church can 
Himself select, train, conduct, support, and use His servants, 
if they are men and women of faith ; and that in doing so He 
loves to follow the same lines as are shown in His own Guide 
Book, the New Testament. 

A Christian woman was perplexed by family difficulties and 
differences. She wrote to a friend this pointed and pregnant 
remark : " I .wish that some of my relatives had more faith 
and less foresight." Surely the Lord must have the same 
wish as to many who undertake His 'family and public business. 
In reality He .alone has foresight : we have only short sight. 
But if we wait for and faithfully follow Him, then we gain the 
benefit of His foresight, but not otherwise. 



CHAPTER VIII 

CONTRASTS AND CONCLUSION 

T
HE foregoing are, of course, but a few examples of the
vast amount of similar work that the Lord has wrought on 

those lines. The candid and thoughtful reader will recognize 
that these workings of God correspond in essential features 
with His workings in the apostolic days as recorded in the Acts 
of the Apostles. He will perceive also that th�e essential 
features differ greatly from essential features in the modem 
west_em methods by which men, even many good men, have 
sought to spread the gospel. 

Many Western Christians have fostered a sharp distinction 
petween "home"_ and "fqreign" work. It is a false 
distinction, out of harn:J.ony with the facts of the· universality 
of man's state and need as a sinner a�d the u_niversality of 
God's grace and plans. Some have laboured also a false 
notion that race and_ religion demand a different "approach" 
to different peoples and a di{ferent training to enable that 
different approach. But the present message of God is not 
sent to men as English or Hottentot, Jew or Gentile, Moslem, 
Catholic, Buddhist, or otherwise. It is sent simply to sinners, 
an universal element in mankind; and the one "approach" 
needed and effective is that of reaching the conscience and 
bowing the will to the claims of Christ the Lord. For this the 
one sine qua non is the co-working of the Spirit of God with 
the man of God (John xv. 26, 27). 

As to what persons are sent of God as His messengers, not a 
few have thought themselves "called" to go on "foreign" 
service who have not first displayed a Divine call to serve in 
their own native sphere. This is unapostolic. 

Such as receive a Divine can to spread the gospel do not 
confer with flesh and blood or go up to Jerusalem to consult 
with those who have engaged in the work _before them. 
Rather they go into Arabia to get alone with God, and then 
go on with the work as He opens the way (Gal. i. 15-24). His 
endorsement of their service becomes their sufficient warrant, 
and no other warrant is sufficient or required. To maintain 
this point Bunyan sat in prison for long years, 

lQll 
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By the call and appointment of his brethren Stephen took 
up the humbler work of the deacon, which the apostles 
declined, and by fidelity in that service he purchased to 
himself a good standing and great . boldness in the faith 
(1 Tim. iii. 13) ; but it was without any intervention by his 
brethren that he thus became a preacher of that faith, delivered 
the noble testimony recorded in Acts vii, and gained the honour 
of being the first of this age to lay down his- life for Christ. 

·No human commission or arrangement sent Philip to the
city of Samaria to win it for the Lord ;· and it was the Lord 
alone who, by an angel, took him from that flourishing work 
to meet a traveller-in a desert (Acts viii). 

Paul and Barnabas were well-seasoned teachers of the word 
before the direction was given by the Spirit to leave Antioch 
and depart to Asia Minor. Their .fellow-teachers had ho voice 
at all in the commission, but had simply to express their 
fellowship and their obedience to the order of the Lord. 
They were " sent forth by the HoJy Spirit " (Acts xiii. 1-4). 

The case of Timothy joining Paul has been forced to serve 
as warrant for human proceedings foreign_ to the Lord (Acts 
xvi. 1-3). The vital and determining fact is that Paul had
received prior prophetic directions as to Timothy, even " the
prophecies which led the way to" him (1 Tim. i. 18, R.·v.

marg. and �mer. Standard Version). Therefore it was· no
personal impulse of his own, nor personal attractiveness in
Timothy,_ which moved the apostle to desire that _the young
man go forth with him, but the will of the Lord specially
revealed in advance. This will having been made clear, the
"brethren" of the district had no voice as to whether
Timothy should join Paul or not: all their part was to show
their .accord with the Lord's will by laying their hands on
Timothy, together with Paul doing so, through which action
God granted to the young man a spiritual gift. Even this
their act of identification, with the bestowment of the gift,
was not on their own initiative but under prophetic direction
(1 Tim. iv. 14: 2 Tim. i. 6). It is.not even said that it was
the elders of churches who spoke well of Timothy : they are
described simply as " brethren ". The elders indeed laid
their hands on Timothy; but it would have been sheer
presumption for them to have· so much as discussed whether
he should or should not go forth with Paul, seeing that this
had b�en already declared by the Lord to be His will. All
they could do was to acquiesceJ as the leaders at Antioch had
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done in the case of Saul and Barnabas. 
What a contrast to these precedents is much that has been 

adopted in the West. A young man believes himself " called " 
to "foreign" service. Instead of waiting with prayer till 
God Himself acts and thrusts him out, he has been trained to 
think that he must refer the question to his vicar or minister. 
If no encouragement is given the impulse is l�ely to die away. 
If the clergyman or the minister approves, the churchwardens, 
deacons, or the church as a whole, may be apprised. Their 
approval or opposition may determine, the matter. If they 
approve, the question will be sent to the Headquarters of the 
denominational Missionary Society, and be referred to the 
Candidates' Committee. Forms must be filled up, interviews 
will follow, the Candidates' Committee will submit to the 
General Committee a recommendation for or against, and the 
applicant's course will follow the decision of the General 
Committee. 

In what evident contrast to the direct call and commission 
and control of the. Lord does .all this cumbersome modem 
machinery plainly stand. It had all been manufactured and 
set in motion by man by the time that men like Groves, 
Chapman, and Gribble were shown the New Testament 
guidance and had set out to follow it in simple faith and in the 
power of the· Holy Spirit. 

With their example in view, and with the marked favour of 
God that attended it, it is the more deeply to be regretted 
that very many who claim to be their followers in the things of 
God have. departed from their ways, and. have developed a 
plan for sending forth " missionaries " which in essence 
differs but little from the plan just ,described. 

A person has a desire to take the gospel to some other 
country .. He is expected first of all to acquaint the elders (or 
"oversight") of his assembly. If these think well of if, they 
in tum will acquaint the church. If the "oversight" will 
not commend him for the work it is pretty certain that he will 
get no further. But if they are favourable it may be that he 
will then be invited to meet some self-elected group of leaders 
in some big centre, who are supposed to be more competent 
than the usual local elders to test the candidate and advise 
as to his suitability. If these approve him, and if the local 
oversight of his meeting do so, then the latter will send a 
letter of commendation to the Editor! of the leading 
missionary magazine in that circle. 
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These Editors will on rto account endorse him unless the 
local "oversight" of one or more meetings write and com
mend him, but if such commendation is forthcoming the 
Editors will forward a lengthy Questionnaire on which he 
must give full particulars as to himself and of the ''call'' he 
believes he has received. Usually they will inquire also of the 
leaders in the region to which he proposes to go whether they 
are prepared to welcome him. -only if all these inquiries 
satisfy the Editors will they endorse his, plan, but being 
satisfied they will put his name on their list of workers and 
thus will he become at last an accredited "missionary." 
Their magazine issues annually a list of · these approved 
" missionaries," and gives monthly figures of monies receivea 
for their benefit. Nor is this a negligible affair, affecting 
merely a few missionaries from some obscure sect _or circle. 
These Editors have about 1,100 workers on their list, who are 
found in almost all parts of the world. 

It is clear that m this scheme the "elders" occupy a 
similar place to the clergyman or minister in the Denomi-

. nations. The city group of advisers are· similar to the 
Candidates' Committee, and the Editors are too much in the 
position of the General Committee of a 'Missionary Society. 
For though they will disclaim any responsibility for themselves 
sending out workers, yet the system has, by their help; 
obtained a hold so widespread that if they do not approve a 
candidate, the vast number of assemblies to-day will not 
regard him as properly accredited and will show no fellowship 
with him, even should he·get abroad. It is the common fact 
that if a worker abroad is mentioned, the first question asked 
by most assemblies, or their members, is whether he is on the 
Editors' list. If he be not there, few to..-day will feel any 
concern for him, even though God· may be endorsing his 
labours. 

Stripped of its accidentals and viewed in its essentials this 
system is as little like the New Testament methods .as is that 
of the Missionary Societies. The first crucial, error 'in it is 
that the "oversight" brethren are given a determining voice 
as to whether one shall be encouraged to go abroad with the 
gospel or not; and the second error is- that other groups of 
men are found in a position either to help or to hinder progress. 
By such measures the Head of the church is deprived of ,His 
sole right to call, to direct, to control, and human measures 
are substituted. 
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Two principal and disastrous consequences have ensµed. 
First. In 1925 in my book Departure I drew general 

attention to this human system then fast advancing and to 
the place and influence of the Editors in it. Allowing fully 
for the zeal and devotion of all concerned, I showed that it 
was a departure from the ways of the Lord set forth in the 
New Testament. Now there are only two pleas that can be 
urged in attempted justification of Christians adopting other 
methods of work than those found in the Word of God. One 
is that no guidance upon the matter is given in Scripture, 
and that it is left for each worker to use the methods that 
commend themselves to his judgment, subject, as is asserted, 
to a direct guidance by" the Holy Spirit. The other argument 
is that the times change from those of which the New Testa
ment spe�s, and therefore the servants of Christ must change 
their methods to suit the times, again with the assertion that 
the Holy Spirit will give direct guida,nce without th(;! Word of 
God. Both arguments allow that the supposed guidance by 
the Spirit will riot be actually contrary to Scriptm:e; but say 
that it may come independently of Scripture. 

Some who rejected my criticisms urged the one _argument, 
some the other. The Editors of the magazine in view adopted 
the latter. ]dy book -had compelled them to face this vital 
question, a_nd two years later, in their issue of April, 1928, they 
wrote as follows 

" The missionary finds himself in circumstances very different 
from those dis_closed in the New Testament," and consequently, 
"The methods of the Apostle Paul were th� then methods of 
the Spirit of God, but there would be no missions to the heathen 
to-day had those methods remained unchanged." 

It is true that there would be no " Missions 
,, 

to.the heathen 
had Paul's methods been followed, but it is not true that the 
heathen cannot be now evangelized by his methods, for in 
fact the work of- spreading the gospel is being carried on by 
inany on his lines. But-leaving this on one side, it is obvious 
that the words of the Editors constituted a definite abandon
ment of the rule followed by Groves, Chapman, and many 
less known men of their day, such as Robert Gribble, whose 
penetrating words have been given : "I began to see the 
necessity of testing all that I professed to believe as God's 
truth by God's own Word." 

On later occasions the. false alternative principle above 
quoted has been reaffirmed from the same quarter. It is 
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significant of this that in 1951 one of the Editors gave an 
account, lasting one hour and twenty minutes, of the details 
of their work and did not so much as once open or quote God's 
Word. Why should he, how could he, seeing that they do 
not work on the principle of being governed by that Word, 
but on the opposite principle stated? The same omission of 
Scripture by him was observed 'On another such occasion. 

A second regrettable consequence is, that under the human 
system of going out with the gospel, all too many have gone 
whose unfitness became duly apparent. This may indeed 
happen without a human system helping thereto, for self-will 
can assert itself ; but under the Divine plan it will be rare, 
for the risks are heavy and the tests severe for ought but 
genuine faith to face. But upon man's lines such cases are 
frequent. A parallel system to that mentioned has been 
developed in the United States, and has its magazine there. 
Its Editors wrote plainly upon the sµbject and the Editors in 
England in their issue of June, 1949, strongly endorsed what 
was said. It was distinctly asserted that it is the assembly 
and its elders that. have the duty _of commending men to the 
wor�, and equally clearly it was admitted t�at the system had 
been found to allow of unqualified persons being commended. 
Reference was made to "the deplorable cases that have 
occurred of late, incurring great expense in bringing home the 
worker, and causing the reputation of the work to suffer." 
Is it any wonder that one Government should insist upon a 
substantial deposif of money, 9r a guarantee from a Society, 
such as will cover the return to their own land of undesirable 
" missionaries " ? 

Long enough ago that widely-travelled observer, E. H: 
Broadbent, endorsed fully my own warning (itself a result of 
observation in many lands) that just this evil was certain to 
follow from the system of· going forth that was arising. It 
must needs be so seeing that human shortsightedness takes 
the place of Divine insight as to the fitness of a person for 
the work of God. 

Discipline is_ another, and a serious, matter in which the two 
systems described correspond. If workers in a sphere become 
dissatisfied with a fellow-worker , they can lay the matter 
before the Committee of the Society. If these support the 
complaint they cail cancel th.e connection of that worker with 
the Society. It is similar in the other sphere. Cases have 
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been known when such complaints have been _submitted to 
the Editors. When the la.tter have felt it their duty they have 
withdrawn their commendation of that worker, have removed 
his name from their List, and have notified this in their 

• 

magazme. 
In theory, such a person is at liberty to return to his former 

sphere or to go elsewhere : in practice, this is seldom possible. 
He will · find himself denied support by those churches qr 
persons who are associated with the Denominational or other 
Society or with the Editors, and al.So he· will be debarred the 
use of premises these latter may control. His difficulties ·will 
be much increas�d in securing a·Govemmertt permit to enter 
any land where State regulations requir_e a commendation by 
some body .corporate recognized officially. 

No matter how carefully and fairly the parties concerned 
may seek to act, such disciplinary powers are highly objectional 
and wholly unscriptural. Their principle is autocratic ; their 
tendency is towards tyranny. · 

To the apostles, who were in due course to order His affairs 
on earth, the Lord said: "The kings of the Gentiles have 
lordship over them ; and they that ha:.ve authority over them 
are called Benefactors 11 (Luke xxii. 25, 26). Note the title., 
" Benefactors "-- that is, the lord of the dependents who 
served him provided for his retainers the needful bodily 
supplies and so was entitled to control them. But, added 
Christ, tersely and with emphasis : " With you, not thus " : 
meaning, " In my sphere a contrary spirit and method rules." 

Therefore, speaking of the very question of discipline, the 
great apostle Paul, 'using the same word· Christ had employed, 
denied having " lordship " over even _his own children in 
faith (2 Cor. i. 24), but concerning• each· servant of Christ he 
insisted that it is "to his own lord he stands or falls'' (Rom. 
xiv. 4). The only discipline authorized. by the Head of the
church is that of a local church, and this is limited to members
of its own company (Mat. xviii. 17: 1 Cor. v. 13). Any other
visible circle of Christians beyond the local church is unknown
to the New Testament; any extension of discipline beyond
this is therefore of man, is unwarranted, and cannot be assured
of, the· approval of the Lord.

Correspondence between the two systems has lately reached 
a present climax in that the Editor who attends particularly 
to the affairs of the organization receives a salary for doing 

ow a 
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so. This is usual in the case of the Secretary or Director of a 
formal Missionary Society ; nor in such case is there in
consistency, for workers and officials alike have a stipend. 
In the other case, however, the workers are presumed to have
faith that the Lord Himself will meet their need$, but the 
official who serves them at Headquarters is not required to 
exercise such. faith. I understand that this allowance is not 
paid from the office expenses fund received by the Editors, 
but is otherwise provided. But the fact .of the stipend, not 
its source, is the only point here. 

This matter was so absolutely cardinal to the outlook and 
-example of A. N. Groves that it leaves ·no ground for the
pretext that it is the work he initiated which is continued by
the Editors and their organization. They work on exactly
opposite principles to Groves, both in attitude to the Word
of God and as to faith in God.

At the root of all declension is the lack of a working belief 
in the perfection of the ways -of God and the lack of a working 
trust in Him such as enables a man to step out in His ways.,
assured that He will keep His promises and se�ure His ends. 
Of all questions this is the one of supreme m:gency. For it 
has pleased God to permit vast and deep changes in world 
conditions from those of fifty and more years ago. When the 
present writer commenced foreign travel in 1909, over forty 
years agQ., the whole world was open. To-day the world is 
seething with nationalism, and in many parts is ruled by an 
anti-religious outlook. It becomes more and more difficult 
to gain admission for spiritual purposes, and, even when 
granted, more and more difficult restrictions upon residence 
and gospel work are imposed by rulers. God is thus permitting 
stouter and stouter barriers to oppose the entry of Christian 
workers from other lands, which means that in increasing 
degree His cause is intrusted to His people belonging 'to each 
land. Then also the increasing insecurity ·in civil affairs 
creates yet other perils and perplexities. 

But so far is all this from creating other conditions than 
those of the New Testament times that it is the exact reverse: 
it is the rather hastening the return of the conditions tlie 
apostles faced. It results that the very methods by which 
the Lord carried on so successfully His work in those first days 
will be the very methods, and the only methods, that will 
prosper in the conditions now developing. From this arises 
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the absolute necessity of a renewing and intensifying of such 
a working confidence in Him as will strengthen the ·servant to 
follow the very steps of the Master. Sue� �e��es t�erefore 
as do not demand that faith, but rathe.r dimlillsh 1t, will work 
more and more disaster to the cause of Chdst. It will most 
certainly arise that leaders lacking in this faith will lead the 
people of God further and further �tray;_ for_they w.i� quail
before severe tests, will compromise with the unsp1ntual 
demands of ungodly rulers, and will cause a wide break-down 
of the true testimony of Chrjst before the world. This h� 
happened in the past, it is going on now in some lands, it will 
increase in the future., They alone will have.a door of service 
set before them by the Lord of whom He will be able to say 
"Thou didst keep M.y 1f10,rd1 and didst not deny My name" 
(Rev. iii. 8). The rest may be very acti:ve, but it will be by 
entering doors opened by th�mselves or set bef01:�e them by 
the world or even by Satan.!

The history of the church of God shows two coincident 
features. Firstly, that God .gracJously bles:ses what is of 
Hirp.self in faithful men, though it be mixed with what is not 
of Him. Were this not so, no one Qf us could be blessed or 
used. But it is what is of Himself that He uses,. not what is 
Qf man, but rather in spite of it. Secondly., that which. is of 
man gradu<!-lly stifles that which is oj God ; the thorns choke 
the word, a�d it beGomes unfruitful. For example: 

The last of the apostles had but lately died. when it was 
sugg(!Sted that baptisIJl might be performed by pouring 
instead of im�ersion (Didache v.ii, 3), This slight change, as 
it may have seemed to be, developed into sprinlding ; shortly 
children and other unregenerate persons were included ; this 
advanced to the fatal doctrine that baptism effected regener
ation ; and thus, when " Christianity " was made the 
religion of the State, myriads of unregenerate• pagans were 
�ily made " Christians " by what was falsely called baptism, 
and is_ still falsely so called, to the corrupting and falsifying 
of the testiIJ1ony of Christ. 

Almost at the same time ( early in the second century), the 
sm.all change was effected of having each local church ruled 
by one elder, inst�ad of more than one, as in the earliest days. 
This allowed of that one elder being exalted until he became a 
" bishop ", in somewhat the modern sense of the word. 
Th�e bishops commenced to meet for the discussion of mutual 
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concerns, which developed into Synods. The administrative 
independence of each local church was thus annulled and gave 
place to the great Confederate Church which became the 
Church of the Empire, and the chief suppressor of personal 
liberty of religion. Thus the thousand years of the Dark Ages 
settled down under the Roman Catholic Church. 

All through those early centuries God went on blessing His 
truth when it was set forth·; but at length the human 
prevailed, the light was withdrawn, the darkness deepened. 

The sixteenth century' brought an outburst of Divine truth 
upon the vital matter that salvation•is by faith without works 
of law. Again ,God worked mightily with His servants. But 
tp.ey mingled the human with the Divine. The Reformers 
accepted State Churches, a clerical caste, infant baptism, and 
suppressed those who would not compromise the truth of 
God on these things. Again God went on blessing His truth 
as far as He could, but again the human prevailed, and the 
Reformed Churches settled into formalism, with a name to 
live while actually dead. 

In England in the eighteenth century the grace of God 
raised up men such as Wesley and Whitefield and the gospel 
was so proclaimed-that thousands were born of God and were 
taught to live in the fear of God. But ·Wesley adopted a 
church system not according to the New Testament· pattern, 
with a Conference of ministers to rule the· whole system of 
churches. This developed a spiritual autocracy ; then true 
spiritual life declined (for it can flourish only in an atmosphere 
of personal freedom), which led on to open division in 1848. 

Early in century nineteen God commenced in England the 
powerful and spiritual movement now known as " The 
Brethren ", which consisted in such a thorough and undivided 
return to the authority of His Word as had not been seen on 
such a. scale or with 'Such thoroughness since the apostolic era. 
But in the same year mentioned, 1848, the great leader, J. N. 
Darby, forced upon the assemblies of Christians concerned 
what were human opinions as to church order and discipline 
and the Movement was split into two. Thereupon its impetus 
declined, and though, as ever, God wertt on ·blessing what was 
of Himself, the bitter fruit has been reaped of the admixture 
of the human with the· Divine. For the rule is inexorable 
that what is sown must be reaped. 

About the same period, the end of century eighteen and the 
beginning of century nineteen, the Spirit of God caused in true 
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hearts a passion to spread the gospel through the unevangelized 
lands and He used mightily the truth so spread. But human 
plans for doing the work were adopted, by the formation of 
Societies and Missions, features unknown and unneeded in 
apostolic times. God has blessed His truth still, and richly, 
but we have had to pay the high price entailed by loading the 
work with the cumbersome and, slow-moving machinery 
involved and by saddling Western ideas and ways upon other 
races of mankind. 

Groves and those who saw with him avoided this failure, 
and endeavoured to work on apostolic lines; but now many 
of those who profess to be following the path he showed are 
giving up the principles involved arid are turning to human 
methods. The result is and will be as ever, that while God 
will still bless what is of Himself, as long as it survives, the 
end will be as always, Divine unction withdrawn artd human 
elements and failure left. 

It has been a characteristic of the centuries that,·whenever 
the Spirit of God has worked with such energy as in apostolic 
days, He has set aside man's methods and revived. those 
instituted at the beginning by the Head of the church. As 
long as the people of God have allowed Him thus to work as 
He will He has continued to bless, but as soon as they have 
re-enforced human methods He has retired. 

The street and field pr�aching of the early Methodists was 
a return to our Lord's own spheres, and gatherings in plain, 
unadorned buildings were ·parallel to His own frequenting of 
the synagogues. But when preachers moving here and there, 
as led of the Spirit, gave place to a rotation of ordained 
ministers changing their place every three or more years as 
directed by Conference, and when stately and ornate churches 
supplanted the early simplicity, unction gradually declined in 
the pulpit, and the Spirit's unction ceasing, worldliness and 
false doctrine could extend and prevail. 

It was similar after the revival in Wales in 1904 and 1905. 
Where the Spirit broke in. in power He took control of the 
gatherings and put the -regular ministers on one side; but 
when later these reasserted their control and reinstated their 
formal services, the Spirit ceased to move in power. It must 
needs be so. The Lord will not take second place to man. 

During that season of grace I visited Frank Joshua at Neath. 
In 1951 I found his name still fragrant in that district, Twenty 
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years before my call he had commenced a new testimony in 
that town of metal works. During those years there had been 
conversions every Sunday, until 2,000 persons, one in fifteen 
of the then population, attended his ministry. Some of his 
people heard that God was moving with Evan Roberts the 
other side of the valley and suggested t:P.at he be invited to 
come that they, too, might have a revival. "But," said 
Frank Joshua, "I would have thought it an eternal disgrace 
to be dependent upon Evan Roberts for -a revival, so I said to 
my people, ' We have Evan Roberts' God, suppose we try 
Him first 1

•
11 A daily prayer meeting was held. After ten 

days a Sunday came. The great hall was filled ; the address 
had been _gj.ven ; the preacher was about to give the usual 
invitation that any who wished to be saved should go to the 
schoolroom, but before he could give it people in all parts of 
the hall began to stream to the schoolroom, and that night 
there were 116 professions of faith. 

Then Mr Joshua made this revealing, statement: '( Since 
that night J have not preached .a sermon. I have simply 
watched to see that nothing unseemly should arise, and also 
that the converts should get enough food ; but the Spirit of 
God has led every meeting. We have met every night, and in 
this six months over sixteen hundred persons have professed 
to be saved." 

Thus in this instance, among so very many, did the Lord 
follow His regular method of reverting to His original plan of 
conducting public worship and witness by the direct action 
of His own Spirit impelling and inspiring His people {l Cor. 
xiv). .Happy it was that at Neath there was a leader ready 
and happy to be put on one side that the Spirit might have His 
full place and scope as Leader. Blessed will it be in every case 
where a servant of Christ is ready to adopt the Lord's ways 
revealed in His Word in relation to gospel effort and establish
ing of churches, as well as in affairs private. Let those who 
are seeking so to do, however feeble they may feel, persevere, 
and not succumb to the false principle of adopting human 
ideas and ways. Let them feed on the promises of God, so 
that faith may flourish; for very true are the words of 
Belcher: "I find that while faith is steady, nothing can 
disquiet me; and when faith totters, nothing can establish 
me." 

And may the Lord of all grace, in mercy to the church and 
to the world, raise up many more such intrepid evangelists as 
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Robert Chapman ,and Robert Gribble, to the glory of God, 
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. For we, His people, 
may toil at what schemes of our own we will, but He. will 
work only along His own lines, and we can either work with 
Him on those lines or can fall short of His grace by following 
the devices and desires of our own hearts. Even an ecclesiastic 
of high rank could see this, and so Bishop J. C. Ryle wrote as 
follows of that work of God in century eighteen, which in its 
earlier period so greatly promoted the -cause of Christ and 
delivered hundreds of thousands from perdition, and incident
ally changed the moral state of England : 

Who, then, were the reformers of the 18th century ? To 
whom are we indebted, under God, for the change which took 
place? 

The men who wro-qght deliverance for us then· were a few 
individuals, most of them clergymen of the Established Church, 
whose hearts "'God touched .about the .same time in various parts 
of the country. They were not wealthy or highly connected. 
They had neither money to buy adherents, nor family influence 
to command attention and respect. They were not p1:1t forward 
by any Church, party, society, or institu�on. They were 
simply men whom God stirred up and brought out to do His 
work, without -previous concert, scheme, or plan. They did 
His work in the old apostolic way, by becoming the evangelists 
of their day. They taught one set of truths. They taught 
them in the same way, with fire, reality, earnestness, as men 
fully convinced of what they taught. They taught them in 
the same spirit, always loving, compassionate, and, like Paul, 
even weeping, but always bold, unflinching, and not fearing 
the face of man. And they taught them on the same plan, 
always acting on the aggressive ; not waiting for sinners to 
come to them, but going after, and seeking sinners; not 
sitting idle till sinners offered to repent, but assaulting the 
high places of ungodliness, like men storming a breach, and 
giving sinners no rest as long as they stuck to their sins. 

The movement of these gallant evangelists shook England 
from one end to another. At first people in high places affected 
to despise them. The men of letters sneered at them as 
fanatics; the wits cut jokes, and invented smart names ·for 
them; the Church shut her doors on them; the Dissenters 
turned the cold shoulder on them; the ignorant mob persecuted 
them. But the movement of these few evangelists went on, 
and made itself felt in every part of the land. Many were 
aroused and awakened to think about religion; many were 
shamed out of their sins ; many were restrained and frightened 
at their own ungodliness; many were gathered together and 
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induced to profess a decided hearty religion; many were 
converted; many who affected to dislike the movement were 
secretly provoked to emulation. The little sapling became a 
strong tree; the little rill became a deep, broad stream; the 
little spark became a steady burning flame .... The feeling 
of all classes in the land about religion and morality gradually 
assumed a• totally different complexion. And all this, under 
God, was effected by a few unpatronized, unpaid adventurers I 
When God takes a work in hart� nothing can stop it. When 
God is for us, none can be against us. 

(The Christian Leaders of the Last Century, 22, 23). 

'' It is time for the. Lord to work; 
For they have made void Thy law" (Psahn cxix. 126). 

" 0 Lord, revive Thy work in the midst of the years, 
In the midst of the years make it known" (Hab. iii. 2). 

" Let Thy work appear unto Thy servants " (Psalm xc. 16). 
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WORLD CHAOS 
Its Root and Remedy, an Inquiry into the Deeper. 

Reasons and Urgent Lessons. 

270 pages. By post 9/-

EDMUND HAMER BROADBENT 
Saint and Pioneer 

Recollectio_ns and Reflections 
A short memoir. of the �ong life, wide travels, and much 

blest service of this self-effacing servant of Christ. 

With Portrait. 2/6, -by post 2/9 

THE HISTORIES AND DIARIES OF AN 
INDIAN CHRISTIAN 

(J. C. AROOLAPPEN) 
An instructive and inspiring account of an unusual Indian and his 

God-blessed labours on New Testament lines. Esp�cially encouraging 
for this pr�ent era whe_n in m�ny lands native Christians must assume 
responsibility. 

220 pages. 2/6 (Pre-war price), by post 3/-

THE HISTORIES AND PROPHECIES OF 
DANIEL 

4th Edition, 224 pages. 8/6, by post 9/-

Obtainable from G. H. LANG 
20 OAKLEY ROAD, WIMBORNE, DORSET 

or THE PATERNOSTER PRESS 
LUDGATE HOUSE, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 

and -through Booksellers 



FOUR NEW BOOKS OF VALUE 

ISRAEL'S NATIONAL FUTURE 

A concise Examination of the whole Bible to show that, in the plans 
of God, Israel has a permanent and dominant place in the earth, 
millennial and eternal. 

64 pages. 2/-, by post 2/3 

THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 
A PRACTICAL COMMENTARY 

for plain and s�rious Readers. 
The five gre·at Warning passages are given special 

exposition. 

REVIEWERS and READERS say : 

" A very valuable contribution to the study of this great epistle." 
" Will prove a tremendous help to the Bible student." 
" The book faces fairly the many difficulties which arise _from a 

study of this epistle." 
"Your explanation of chapter 6 settles many difficulties which 

just cannot be met by insisting that the ones warned were mere 
professors." 

"No one who wishes to know something of Hebrews can afford 
to be without this masterly book .... It is one of the most valuable 
contributions to the study of the epistle produced in the past 
century.'' 

300 pages. 12/6, by ·post 13/1 

T.HE DAWN OF WORLD REDEMPTION 
and 

THE TRIUMPH OF THE CRUCIFIED 
By ERICH SAUER Translated by G. H. LANG 

, 

A Historical Survey of World Redemption. 
From Foreword by f. F. BRUCE, M.A. :

"We have nothing quite so good, as far as I know, by way of a 
handbook of evangelical theology based ... on the historical order 
exhibited by the Bible itself. The thoroughly Biblical character of 
the whole work . . . is a sheer delight." 

208 pages. Each 10/6, .by post 11/-

Obtainable from G. H. LANG, 

20 Oakley Road, Wimbome, Dorset, 
or THE PATERNOSTER P.RESS, 

Ludgate .House, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4, 
and through Bookselkr$. 
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