Explanatory ptatement g

In June 1979 I had a conversation, for many hours, with a faithful
servant of the Iord, our brother F.A, lhighes; now 92 years old (but:,
s¥i11 very clear) and the nestor of the Britihh brothren with whom °
we are in fellowship, Bro. Hughes has been in fellowship with the
Taylor brethren, or London brethren, so—called, until 1949, He had

a very prominent position in this ocircle, until the Loxd opened his
eyes to the corrupt condition of the Taylor fellowship, He left it,
and after some years was received by the Glanton bretliren, no—called,
when it was evident that he was entirely olesr on matters like thei j
eternal Sonship of Christ.: Since the reunion in 1974 we axe in félx,
lowship with the Glanton brethren and thereby with bro, Hughes, HaB
has becpwe known amongst ue by sevoral books, like the one on '"The" .
lord's Supper"”; until recently he was the editor of the magazine v
"Precious Things".

Bro, ifughes told me much about his many contacts with bro. 0.A. A
Coates whom he has known very closely for a long time, He told me V¢
that C.A.C., at the end of his life not only deeply regretted hisa
utterings on the Sonship of Christ but .also agreed that John 17,
among other Soriptures, proves this eternal Sonship beyond doubt, I
then aslked bro, Hughes to send me a brief written statement about

his oontaocts with C.A.C., which he did (see the copy enclosed).

It may be of interest to quote here from a leiter written by G.A,
Incas (another brother who left the Taylor felloyship in tho early
fifties) to AB,T., Febr, 7, 1964 (not published)!

",,.While these developments were taking plasa from $938 onwards,
poor C.A.C. became inoreasingly distressed, lie was over 80 years

of age, sufferinhg mevery from gastrio ulcer and sevoro migraine,

and was too weak to enter into public conflict for the truth, There
is no documentary evidence mvailebie to prove nis lailsr convicviions
because he only disclosed them verbally to trusted frieads. From
these oonversations it seems clear that he wrote J.T. personally,

vho refused to amswer him, Just before he dicd he amgain wrote J.T4;
who was then in this countiry ﬁ}uﬂanq], imploring hiu to ocome and

see him, but his letter was again ignored., It was at this time that
he expressed his deep regrets to some close friends that he had evez:;
alloved himself to be involved in the 'Sonship oon%rovereya(.;o Jats! 4
and his wife, who were in this country wvhen L AiCy died, were in~ﬂ’*ﬁ'
vited to be at his burial, but did not come.’ Vhen someone asked Mrg 4
J.T. vhy, she replied thab it vould have mewnt missing a meetingl“‘4~
I lay these things before my brothren: I pexrsonally have been greaﬁu
ly blessed by C.A.C.'s wrihings but; as far as I remember, never re- i
commended them to anybody., Although I feel they belong to the moat * w“
valuoble ministry ever written by Brethren mo-called and although,
besides in his booklets and letters on the Sonship of Christ, I do
not remember to have ever come across any fundamental error, I deeply
regret that C,A.C. nevor openly repudiated his error on eternal Son<.
ship. On the other hand, I take from the Loxrd my privileged enoounﬁef*
with bro, Hughes, from whom I received this unequivocal testimony- ;
about C.A.C.'s later restoration: By the vay, as faxr as can be asuﬂﬂﬁ‘
certained, by far the most of his written ministry was written before®
1930, the time he was intrigued into his erxror by J.T« and P,L, o
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I had the juy of knowing Wr. O.A, Ooates over a perlod cf many.
Yoavn‘ Ho wan o gquiet unessuming man in vhom the precious faatiures:: .-
pso rﬁgt wara plainly manifentod., 'Ho was lWumbla, pgentle, ccatantitoe "

8 as Haster. T know hin in ncatinge in which he’ h!nuu*t served
and his molf-effacoment wos fpparent to all I Imaw him in neatitigs;
where I was privilogod to oerve ineluding his home bown of 2o ignmoutl
in Dévon, end in puoh meetings hig happy end byipitaal suppo: s was A
Joy of uwnuoual queltty, X .vielted hin tco im hie hows, o emulil
unprotentious ndune cailod "Welita"y and hio wiwlae guavoreation
refleotod hig daop (lavoticn te the infiorvubo of Ilie Lord and aleo of "
n1 paopla, oopec ally the young, No A1d uct novo around much, he way

& phynloally streng man, bat hipg written minlstry has on‘uayred iboﬁf
aaviour to many many saeinta ol dad. i

As to the guastion of the royd's Bonship he vcnnxked ot the. oadnenu
of méen avguing ?edmettue btﬁtovly) on such. a doldeatlia ap veut L

subjact, end he agreed with me thak AOhn chupter 17 v.2 2 nfod o
ﬁu{ond doub® tha quosdion of tha Bon’es ofornel velationship with:th
Vathor, e

.Hé wap undoey inmonso- prasnuvé vogarding thip. quentign Lronm, uenva
14keé Mr. P, hy02 and others and X have evory rotscid 30 bell /e that?i
bitterly rogretted exy lapao on hie part regording thio tru Ta ﬁ%

T helisvo tha sene kmAodge o his pagrol roaohed thoma’ whe
had oppoaed hiu and this prabobly led bo %hs following inoﬁhant¢f§€hon%*
the Lord took dear Vi, Q.A, Goaqaaﬂhomc Ur. Joraes Caylor Bjiior. viau e
cffeped drenapert to oua dear Lrotasrle burtal v buﬁ he' refunqd ta s?;-,
Wien asiked in a broithorie hotas wiy iis Gid wod go - Lie ruumAn-u gliie ;
for a moment or iwo, and thgn pointing upwards pald o *XH will’ uli
be put right up there",

I do not hesitate to nay thul ¥ bLelleve Mr. O.A. Coutue wig; ano, :
of the ohoicest of gpaints and of the Lord's cevvenfn dn cuw 4 aﬁﬁ& .
generation. His writings reflooct i glory of hip Lord in.xwo uuyertning
way, and to pet thom aside withoul saraful oconaidoration, s=d 7
atbtention Lo ¢hoeir outstanding fecto st resultd in great wwiritnal

IOBdo
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