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A WORD IN SEASON. 

TT is important to recognise in the fullest and widest sense the 
unity of the Church of God. That all Christians are divinely 

constituted members one of another—each necessary to each, and 
each to all. The divided state of Christendom tends to obscure this 
great truth, and those who believe themselves most surely taught of 
God to stand apart from divisions are tempted to forget, on the one 
hand that they are necessary to all their brethren, and, on the other, 
that all their brethren are necessary to them. 

To practise the principles of unity in the midst of division calls 
for deep exercise of heart as to how we may show the same care 
towards every member of the body of Christ that we may meet. 

At the same time each is responsible, according to the light he 
has, to purge himself from vessels to dishonour, and sinful associa¬ 
tions, and to " follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them 
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart " (2 Tim. ii. 22). To 
strengthen those who are in this way endeavouring to keep the 
Spirit's unity, and to encourage them to follow the Lord with 
purpose of heart in a path of reproach should be our constant 
endeavour. 

There is a policy which says, " Peace, peace," when there is no 
peace at all; and a treatment which surface-heals a very deep and 
ugly wound. It is the policy of ignoring the actual state of Christen¬ 
dom, and carefully avoiding any reference to the character and cause 
of the differences amongst Christians. 

We prefer to deal with matters exactly as they are, ignoring 
nothing, yet believing that, through the tangled maze of ecclesias¬ 
tical confusion around us, there is still a path in which the true-
hearted believer may walk, and please God. A path entirely apart 
from every human system or arrangement, and marked out in the 
Holy Scriptures alone. 

The principle of denominationalism is to associate those of 
similar views, and consequently to separate those so associated 
from all who are not of the same way of thinking. The party walls 
which keep the members in, necessarily keep out all who are not 
members and therefore the ministry which, if God-given, is for the 
good of all the elect, becomes available only to the select few who 
have found their way inside the enclosure. 
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The press offers one advantage which we may not have apprecia¬ 
ted at its true worth hitherto. By its means we can avail ourselves 
even of the ministry of those " members " from whose preaching we 
may be excluded by their associations. Necessary they are to us in 
any case, and where they give no wiitten ministry we may have 
to suffer the want of their service, but when their ministry is avail¬ 
able apart from their associations, we receive it as being in truth 
what God has given for the edifying of the church, even though it 
may have been first appropriated for the building of a party. We 
take it as fundamental that what a man has received from God he 
has received, in principle, for the whole church, and for no section 
of it. 

If any of the " thoughts " which made Pascal's life beautiful, 
and his name a household word amongst Christians, were inwrought 
in his soul by the Holy Spirit we may read them with thankfulness 
and profit—but we certainly would not have entered a Romish 
Church to hear them uttered. 

If, on the other hand, we should refuse written ministry on one 
point, merely because the teacher is uninstructed on another, we 
are saying in effect, " I have no need of thee," and to that extent 
failing to maintain the Spirit's unity. At the same time we cannot 
expect from anyone the teaching that his position denies. Pascal 
may give us a true thought of God's love, and a thought that we may 
not find in the writings of others, but we do not look to him for 
teaching on church government. And we do see at times where a 
Christian has little truth, or perhaps but one deep, true thought of 
God that the whole life so centres on that truth—so searches into 
it and explores its greatness—that the disciple becomes a master 
and a model, in that particular, for the teaching of future genera¬ 
tions. 

And this may be the secret why the lives of many, who seem 
never to have grasped the scope and meaning of Scripture teaching 
as a whole, so often shame us by their faithful practice of its parts. 

Could we say to the martyrs, faithful unto death, and animated 
by a whole-hearted devotion to Christ, " We have no need of you," 
because they were not clear on prophecy ? 
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The question came up once when the enlargement of a hymn-
book was discussed. Would it not be wrong, wrong in principle, 
to use hymns written for and printed by a sect, and that, of all sects, 
the most exclusive ? Laying aside considerations of copyright, &c, 
it was explained that the error lay rather in the property of the 
whole church being appropriated by a party ; and that all who 
belonged to the Church of God might feel the greatest freedom in 
using what God had given for its edification. And the same principle 
which applies to poetry will also apply to prose. 

We may find in many unsuspected ways the subtle principle of 
sectarianism at work; and those who have refused it in one form, 
at no small cost to themselves, need to watch lest it should assail 
them in another. 

Those who separate themselves from other Christians, to 
associate only with such as hold their views, say virtually that of all 
the rest they have no need, but if we retaliate by openly or tacitly 
denying that we. need them, we commit the very same error. 

THE POSITION OF WOMAN. 
"THE Head of the Salvation Army has recently issued a manifesto 

to his followeis on the subject of " Woman." Somehow, this 
subject continues to be one of the uppermost of the day. It is 
certainly one of the most important. It has many phases. Long 
ago it was said by someone that woman was a rock upon which 
men either anchor, or split. We do not, however, intend to treat 
it from this point of view now. All we can do is to enquire, what 
is her true position ? 

In the above manifesto a good deal is said as to woman's 
equality with man. With much that is said on this head, and also 
with a good deal more, we cordially agree. At the same time, we 
think that the discussion of equality or inequality raises a dis¬ 
tinctly false issue. 

In heathen lands no doubt woman occupies a very inferior 
position to man. It is to Christianity we owe the elevation of 
woman to her rightful position. Where the light of Christianity 
has not penetrated, there she is degraded, and the consequences are 


