
14 THE FAITH AND THE FLOCK. 

divine words : " He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches." If the mass will not heed the Voice of 
the Lord, let me heed it. If the multitude refuse to do His will, 
let me do it, and that from the heart. The Lord deliver us from 
the smallest confidence in the schemes of men. May He grant us 
the grace of looking to Christ, and Christ alone. He will put every 
wrong thing right in His day. 

THE SCHOOL OF GOD. 
STUART E. MCNAIR. 

TT is well for each of us to seek to get a distinct sense in his soul 
of what God is teaching him at the present moment. 
The lessons in God's school vary greatly, but the instruction 

never ceases, and though God may wait years for us to master one 
lesson, when that is learnt, He will at once lead us on, deeper and 
higher into His truth. 

The subjects, divinely chosen, are exactly suited to the progress 
of each soul. With one it may be faith, with another obedience, 
that is the lesson of the hour. Dependence, humility, courage, self-
control are only some of the lessons, but the order and method of 
the schooling is not left to our choice. Well may we thank God 
that He will not leave us alone in our ignorance, nor will He lose 
time by continuing the instruction one day longer that the soul's 
need requires. 

God's methods of teaching are as various as the subjects He 
chooses, and often they take the form of some afflictive experience, 
as then the believer is usually more concerned to learn, and more 
attentive to the divine voice. Illness is a very common method 
of instruction, and, while it is a great mistake to assume that 
illness is always chastisement, we shall not be far wrong if we believe 
that there is always something to be learnt from it. When in ill-
health the writer has made it a first enquiry as to what might be 
the particular instruction to be obtained from the experience, and 
when, after perhaps several weeks of soul-exercise, there has been an 
assurance of the intended lesson, there has been with it a conviction, 
which experience has confirmed, that recovery would not be delayed. 

Though most of God's teaching is intensely individual, and its 
profit may not easily be communicated to another, He also schools 
us in classes, where the lessons, however various their character, 
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are such that they could not be learnt practically (and mere theoreti
cal knowledge counts for nothing in God's school) in the path of 
individual experience. 

If much of the grouping of God's people bears the appearance 
and even the name of merely human arrangement, it is very fre
quently the case that those who are found together in one company 
need much the same collective teaching. 

And here the divine patience is seen even more than with the 
individual, as God may bear with the backwardness of a class not 
only for a lifetime, but for generations, urging upon it, by the per
suasion of a long experience of the inconveniences of their own 
system the preferability of the divine order. 

Two lessons both the individual and the class will probably 
be called upon to study with especial attention : What they think 
they know, and what they are resolved not to learn. So soon as 
ever we mark a limit to God's leading, that limit becomes a barrier 
between our souls and progress, and must be passed before any real 
advance can be made. When a horse shies at a traction engine, 
his master will lead him up to it again and again, until his reluctance 
is conquered. We may say, " I am willing to go a long way, but I 
will never go near those brethren," and there we mark the limit of 
our advance in the divine path, and our intention to tax the re
sources of our Teacher's patience and discipline to the uttermost. 

We stop learning when we are satisfied with present attainment. 
If we can rest in present things we shall not press on to greater gain, 
but shall remain, like the two and a half tribes, short of the full 
measure of God's purpose. 

Many who read this may be sensible that God has been teaching 
and leading them—individually and collectively—during recent 
years. If they assume that they have reached the end of His 
teaching, they will be content to settle down where they are, but 
many of us, as we look upon what surrounds us in the world and 
in the Church, are saying, " Surely God has something better for 
us than this: something greater, something altogether more in 
harmony with the scope and reach of His sympathies," and we 
would press on " to apprehend that for which also we are apprehended 
of Christ Jesus." 

• Our schooldays are nearing their close. Soon they will be 
exchanged for the home-joys of the Father's house. May we learn 
with desire and with diligence during the brief remainder of our term! 


