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PROPORTIONATE GIVING. 
By STUART E. MCNAIR. 

| T might be instructive to attempt, through the pages of The 
Faith and the Flock, an enquiry as to the possible connection 

between proportionate giving and prosperity in temporal things. 

It is scarcely open to question that proportionate giving is 
taught in 1 Cor. xvi. 2, and that the principle there enunciated is 
directly applicable to the Lord's people to-day. Any attempt to 
evade the obvious teaching of the passage, assuming that, because 
a specific case is referred to, the exhortation is not meant for our 
instruction and guidance, could scarcely be considered honest, 
unless the reader is prepared to repudiate all that Scripture teaches 
by local incident and illustration. 

It is possible that amongst the readers of The Faith and the 
Flock there will be a large number who have practised proportionate 
giving for a considerable time. Their experience of the working 
out of the method might be helpful to others who have thought 
hitherto that they had sufficient reasons for avoiding its practice. 

The following questions may help to elicit the sort of informa
tion that is needed :— 

1. Since the beginning the practice of proportionate giving, 
have you been able to trace any connection between it and material 
prosperity ? 

2. Have you at any time had reason to increase the proportion 
or diminish it ? 

3. When the practice was begun before marriage, has it been 
found practicable to continue afterwards, or has an increasing family 
necessarily hindered or diminished the proportion ? 

4. Has the practice of proportionate giving ever brought you 
into straitened circumstances or financial difficulties ? 

5. Do you consider that the exhortation to proportionate 
giving should take precedence of that to "owe no man anything," 
or vice-versa? 

This being a subject as to which some reticence is very possible, 
answers might, preferably be written over a nom de plume, and 
always with an idea to instruct and encourage those who hitherto 
have not ventured to act upon the scripture exhortation. 


