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FOREWORD. 

"Behold
. 

a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it 
reached

. 
to heayen" (Gen. 28. 12). 

WHAT more common question than, Can you tel} me 
the way? And how well we know the experience of 
finding the one we ask a perfect stranger, or what is 
worse, one who professes to direct us, but does not 
know the way himself. What a relief then to find 
someone who knows the way and can without 
hesitation point it out to us. But it this be so in a 
mundane matter, how much more when we enquire 
the way to heaven ! 

How varied are the replies we get, clearly reflect
ing the fact that man cannot know that way apart 
from a divine revelation. Were we left without that, 
then agnosticism would be our only logical position. 
But so many profess �o know, but their answers are 
as varied as the speakers. But God has not left 
Himself without a witness, and He ·has Himself 
provided a way by which all may come to Him, and 
He points it out to us in the Holy Scriptures, from 
Genesis to Revelation. In the book of Genesis we 
read of Jacob's* flight from his brother's vengeance, 
and how God made Himself known to him in the 
Tisions of the night, "And behold a ladder set up 
on the earth, and the top of .it reached to heaven, 
and behold the angels of God ascending and descend
ing on it. And pehold th� Lord stood above it." It 
was as though God opened to the fugitive a way out 
of all his weariness and sorrows, and invited him to 
come up to Himself and rest. The Lord Jesus spoke 

* Chapter 28. 14-22.



HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY ? 

of this ladder to Nathaniel, "Hereafter ye shall see 
the heaven open, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man" (John 1. 51). 
So the ladder is a figure of_ the Lord Himself, and 
we may note three things about it : 

(1) It was set up on the earth. God could not
save man f ro1n heaven, He - must come down to 
earth. At Bethlehem the ladder was set up, and it 
grew and grew, till at Calvary it was cut down and 
the hopes of His disciples faded, but it rose again 
the third day, and forty days later it rose beyond 
the stars into heaven itself. 

(2) The top of it reached to heaf/en, and it is the
only ladder that does. All ladders of men come 
short-: the ladder of their own merits ; the ladder of 
their many religions ; the ladder of their sufferings 
and money payments. Only one ladder reaches to 
heaven-the Lord Jesus. 

(3) The Lord stood above it.. It brings you to
Him. "Christ once suffered for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to God" (1 Pet. 3. 
18). So that He can say, "I AM THE WAY, ... 

no man cometh unto the Father, - but by ME" (John 
14. 6).

The object of this book is not to advocate this
religion or that, but to point to Christ-God's only 
way to eternal blessing. We heartily commend it to 
the consideration of all. May every reader find the 
way and walk in it! 

w. HOSTE.



COMPILER'S NOTE. 

To THE READER. 
The compiling of this little volume was made easy 

for me by those who kindly contributed papers, 
bearing on the vital question asked by Thomas in 
John's Gospel, chapt�r 14, verse 5-"How can we 
know the way?" 

The book, committed to God by earnest prayer, is 
sent forth on its mission of loving admonition to 
those who have heard the gospel, but have not yet 
received it ! How awful are the words of warning 
to them that obey not the gospel (2 Thess. 1. 7, 8, 
9) : "And to you who are troubled rest with us,
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven
with His mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking

vengeance on them that know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord, and from the glor1 of
His power."

"But ere the trumpet shakes 
The mansions of the dead, 

Hark the Gospel's cheering sound 
What joyful tidings spread. 

Oh! reader, trust His grace, 
Whose wrath you cannot bear; 

Trust the BLOOD shed on the cros&,. 
And find SALVATION there." 

Sincerely yours, 

CHARLOTTE McE,.uuAN. 
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PAPER I. 

THE GREATEST EVENT IN. HUMAN 
HISTORY. 

WFIY is this year called nineteen hundred and 
thirty--? This Earth on which we live is certainly 
more than nineteen hundred odd years old, and it is 
equally certain that it refers to no event in British 
history� And yet we are faced with the arresting 
fact, that all round the world to-day this year bears 
this date ! What then is the outstanding event in 
this world's history that has thus demanded that 
civilised man must date his histories f ro1n it? What 
is� that vast nations thus acknowledge to �e the 
supreme event in human history? There is but one 
plain and truth£ ul answer to this most important 
question, and it is just this : that these nineteen 
hundred odd years ago, CHRIST JESUS came into 
the world! It is a fact that all history is dated from 
thi� event of supreme importance : for all events 
that transpired before this great crisis in human 
history are dated as so many years B.C. (Before 
CHRIST); and all events that have transpired since 
then are dated A.D. (Anno Domini, in the year of 
our LORD). Thus each event in human history 
takes its place on the scroll of time as it stands in 
relation to the great central fact of all history
CHRIST JESUS came into the world. 

11 



HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY? 

And it is an undeniable fact that every time you 
write a letter, or draw a cheque, or make out an 
account, or give a receipt, or draw up a legal deed, 
as you date that document, you each ti1ne add 
another testimony to the fact that CHRIST JESUS 
came into the world. Indeed each newspaper that is 
printed, each magazine that is issued, each almanac 
or calendar that is published, all bear witness by the 
date they bear that the central fact in human history, 
the point from which all time is measured, is that 
point. where the B.C. dates, and the A.D. dates all 
converge on the supreme fact that CHRIST JESUS 
came into the world. We must therefore face the 
fact that no other event in this world's history can 
compare or compete with this event that has thus 
such overwhelming evidence of its supreme import
ance. 

Now why is this one event of such universal 
interest and importance to the human race? How 
is it that all other great events, that stand out as 
milestones in the history of man, pale into insig
nificance be£ ore this international testimony to its

supreme importance? First of all it is because HE 
Who then was born into this world, though HE was 
truly MAN, was yet infinitely more than n1ere man. 
HE indeed was born into the world; but it was also 
equally true that CHRIST JESUS catne into the 
world; for HE, and HE alone, "came down from 
heaven�'. In the timeless, dateless Past He had 
shared the Divine glory with the FATHER. In the 
Beginning HE was with GOD, and HE was GOD. 

12 



THE GREATEST EVENT IN HUMAN HISTORY. 

Then at that crisis moment of all history HE became 
flesh, and dwelt among men; GOD manifest in flesh ! 
And when, in HIS perfect life of love to GOD and 
man, He did indeed do the things that only HE 
Who was "GOD manifest in flesh" could do; and 
when HE said the things that only HE Who 
u,a.r GOD could say, then HE substantiated HIS 
tremendous claim when HE declared, "I AM the 
SON of GOD", and when HE so solemnly avowed, 
"Before Abraham was, I AM", and when HE 
asserted, "I and MY FATHER are ONE". When 
CHRIST JESUS came into the world, then was 
GOD manifest in flesh. 

Now we must ask the further question, "Why was 
it CHRIST JESUS came into the world?" To this 
question we have a Divinely-inspired answer, for we 
read "That CHRIST JESUS came into the world 
to save sinners". This was why He came into the 
world, but how did HE accomplish this great pur
pose for which HE came? He HIMSELF tells us 
that HE came to give HIS Life a RANSOM, to 
lay down HIS Life, a Life that none could take 
from HIM the HOLY ONE. Yes, because of 
their sin against a HOLY GOD, sinners could 
only be saved by SACRIFICE. And the truth is 
that HE so loved us, us sinners, that HE gave 
HIMSELF a SACRIFICE for us to GOD on 
account of our sins; and HE, the Holy SON of 
GOD, died for us, suffering the JUST ONE for us, 
the unjust ones, in order that HE might by that 
SACRIFICE of HIMSELF, put away sin, and 

13 



HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY? 

bring us sinners to GOD. Yes, CHRIST JESUS 
came into the world to save sinners, and HE died 

to do it; and myriads of sinners, saved by grace 
through faith in HIM Who died for them, are the 
witnesses and proof that HE can and does save
.

sinners. 

And just as all human history is dated according 
to its distance from, or its nearness to, in point of 
time, the birth of CHRIST, so is the eternal destiny 
of the souls of men decided by their personal attitude 
to the ONE Who is this CENTRAL FIGURE of 
all history. Therefore the greatest question of the 
hour is "What think ye of CHRIST?" What is 
your heart's attitude to HIM, Who in matchless 
grace, and in infinite love, died to put away your 
sins, and to win you to HIMSELF? Your own 
personal attitude to CHRIST is what must decide 
your eternal destiny. In that transcendent scene 
at Calvary, beside the central cross upon which the 
LORD of Glory died, there were two other crosses; 
and the men on those two crosses went to two differ
ent destinies in the eternal world beyond. It was not 
that one was more of a thief than the other, much 
less that one was better than the other; for both 
were in the same condemnation under Roman law. 
No, it was not the degree of guilt in a human law 
court, but it was their diverse attitude to the CHRIST 
of GOD upon that central cross that caused the 
one to go to be with CHRIST, and the other to 
know everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the LORD; for "He that believeth on the SON hath 

14 



THE GREATEST EVENT IN HUMAN HISTORY. 

everlasting life: and he that believeth not the SON 
shall not see life; but the wrath of GOD abideth on 
him" (John 3. 36). 

And so each time you write the date 193- it has 
a voice to your heart. That point of time to which 
those figures point back has an intensely important 
personal interest for you. For �E to Whom they 
so clearly point came into this world to be your

SAVIOUR, to save y.ou. But if you refuse to have 
HIM as your SAVIOUR, if you neglect this "great 
Salvation", if you reject so glorious a SAVIOUR, 
then assuredly HE must be your JUDGE: for GOD 
"hath appointed a Day, in the which HE will judge 
the world in righteousness by that MAN Whom HE 
hath ordained; whereof HE hath given assurance 
unto all men, in that He hath raised HIM from the 
dead" (Acts 17. 31). Will you- not now believe on 
HIM to whom the date of this year of grace so 
clearly points; for "This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that CHRIST JESUS 
came into the world to save sinners"? (1 Tim. 1. 15). 

H. E. MARSOM. 
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HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY? 

PAPER IL 

THE STANDARD; 

OR, BACK TO THE BIBLE. 

WHILE waiting for a train in a city railway station, 
two travelling salesmen were conversing about the 
death of a certain person, recently killed by a train, 
whose remains were in a nearby morgue. 

One remarked that "The dead know not anything". 
From this conversation drifted to the question : 
"What is the future state of the human race?" 

A converted commercial, who was waiting for the 
same train, hearing their remarks, stepped up to 
them and joined in the conversation. 

"Heaven is so far away that no person having 
gone there has ever returned," said one. 

"It is my belief that death ends all," said the other. 
After some little discussion, the third traveller 

said, pointing to a long board, . "Gentlemen, how shall 
we determine and agree on the length and breadth 
of this board, unless we first accept the standard 
rule of measurement? Accepting twelve inches to 
the foot, the matter of determining the size of the 
board is a simple one. Rejecting this, all our 
measurements are mere suppositions. And how shall 
we agree with respect to the future state of man, 
unless we first agree to accept the only standard man 
possesses for measuring the future-the Bible." 

Men of natural ability, of strong thinking powers, 
and of keen observation as to the things of time, 

16 



THE STANDARD. 

are, apart f ro1n Scripture, altogether in the dark as 
to what comes after death. Their measurements are 
mere speculations. 

In every department of life men must be guided 
by the recognised standard : the carpenter by his 
rule, the mason by his plumb-line, the civil and 
electrical engineers by their instruments, the sailor 
by . his compass, the grocer by his weights and 
measures. What hopeless confusion and c;lisaster 
would result if these were to discard their standards. 
Yet when it comes to guidance for eternity men 
procla_im against the only standard-· the infallible 
Word of God, and purpose doing according to th·eir 
own inclination; to follow the dictates of their own 
hearts which God declares, and experience proves 
to be, "Deceit£ ul above all things and desperately 
wicked" (Jer. 17. 9). 

And if men dare not trust their own wisdom, nor 
follow their own inclinations in the things of this 
life, how much less can they trust these when their 
eternal welfare is at stake? 

There is a standard, a God-given, infallible stand
ard for eternity. One that has stood the test of 
tin:ie-the Bible. When we consult this standard, the 
future of mankind is as clear as the noon-day sun. 
When T_homas asked the Lord Jesus Christ : "How 
can we know the way?" Jesus saith unto him : "I 
am the way." 

For the child of God-Absent from the body is_ 
present with the Lord. We read, "Therefore we are 
always confident, knowing that whilst we are at 

17 
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HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY? 

home in the body we are absent from the Lord. We 
are confident I say and willing rather to be absent 
from the body and be present with the Lord" (2 Cor. 
5. 6, 7).

For the unconverted-The moralist's way, the
religious professor's way, the unconverted· church 
member's way, are all described by God thus: "There 
is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death" (Prov. 14. 12). 

Reader, where are you? By what way do you 
expect to reach God now and heaven hereafter? 
May we remind you that a mistake regarding this 
matter will be fatal for eternity? 

The day of grace will soon be o'er, 

The closing hour is set, 

Still open stands SALVATION'S door, 

And you may enter yet. 

PAPER III. 

THE FACT OF SIN. 

SPECULATION is rife among a certain class as to "the 
origin of evil". They want to know where sin came 
from, why it was permitted to enter the world, and 
who is responsible. When this is discovered-if it 
ever is to the satisfaction of these superior thinkers
the next problem will possibly be how to get rid of 
it. In our humble opinion the latter is the more 

18 



THE FACT OF SIN. 

important, and to it we give our attention. When a 
house is found to be on fire, we do not sit down 
and speculate as to what was the origin of the fire, 
but rather work with all our might to extinguish it. 
The -fact of sin is clear to everybody. It is here and 
doing its deadly work. Nobody will surely deny that. 
God assumes it in all His dealings with men. Death 
affirms it. The judgment will prove it. Redemption 
by the Cross, of Christ is the great witness to the 
fact of sin, and the need of atonement Godward for 
its guilt and of man's deliverance from its power. 
The Gospel te�ls how God has dealt with sin, what 
Christ has done to remove it, and how sinners may 
be saved from its dire penalty, and delivered from 
its power and practice. The Lamb of God appeared 
to "put away sin", as it stood before God like a 
barrier hindering the outflow of His mercy, and He 
did this by "the sacrifice of Himself" (Heb. 9. 26). 
This sacrifice has been accepted by God as atonement 
for sin, and as ''a ransom" ( Matt. 20. 28) for 
sinners. The Gospel proclaims "remission of sins" 
(Acts 10. 44), to all who believe, and freedom from 
sin's dominion and mastery to all who receive Christ 
and own Him as their great Deliverer (Rom. 6. 6-8). 
The ·believing sinner knows his sins "are forgiven" 
(1 John 2. 12); that he already has redemption 
through the blood of Christ (Eph. 1. 7), and he 
stands in the enjoyment of that liberty with ,vhich 
Christ makes His people free (Gal. 5. 1). And thus 
relieved of sin's penalty and delivered from sin's 
power, he looks onward to the day when he shall be 
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HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY? 

completely free from sin's presence within and 
around. 

Is not this the great wonder of the world? and 
yet there seems a greater wonder, that so few accept 
this wondrous SALVATION : making all sorts of 
excuses to put off or ·reject the mercy and grace of 
a God of love. 

The Cross of Christ! What untold love, 

What grace was there expressed? 

The only -...vay to heaven above
To God's eternal rest. 

The work of Christ was so complete, 
Its glory nought can dim; 

The point where · God and sinners meet, 
And thousands meet with Him. 

PAPER IV. 

THERE IS A WAY. 

"THERE is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but 
the· end thereof are the ways of death" (Prov. 14. 
1�). Such is the full quotation. Men do not like to 
be informed that "All we like sheep have gone 
astray, we have turned every one to his own way" 
(Isa. 53. 6) .. The end of every sinner's way is the 
same, for Jesus Christ, than Whom there is no 
higher authority declared, "Wide is the gate, an� 
broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and 

20 



THERE IS A WAY. 

n1any there be whi�h go in thereat" (Matt. 7. 13). 
"Some of all professions go the primrose way to 
the everlasting bonfire." So wrote Shakespeare. Per:

haps _the reader is treading that way and is not aware 
of the fact. The Scriptures declare that all are gone 
out of the way, and there is no remedying of it, for 
it is not in man to direct his steps. Being born in 
sin a sinner cannot but tread in the paths of sin, 
�d unless some power stronger than . himself can 
avert disaster he is doomed to perish at the end of 
the way. 

But there is -another way. It is known · as "The 
Narrow Way", because .few there be that find 1t. 
The end of that way is everlasting life. To that way 
there is but one Door. Jesus Christ said, "I am the 
Door, by Me if any man enter in he shall be saved." 
This then we may assert that there is absolute 
c�rtainty i� the statement of Christ, and that no one 
who enters by Him can ever be lost. If you are out 
of the way, and would like to know the way, here is 
the gospel word for you, "Repent, and believe." Re
pent mean� "think . the matter over again, change 
your mind, and change your actions." Discoyer that 
you are lost, that you can do nothing to save your
self, then tum to Jesus Christ, acknowledge that you 
are a sinner, guilty, undone, helpless, and ask Him 
to receive you. He will not turn you away. He 
never has turned a seeking sinner out of the Narrow 
Way. He welcomes all. He lay� down no conditions, 
demands no entrance fee, but announces that He 
Himself paid the price of entrance for every sinner 
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HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY? 

when He died for .the un:godly. All He wants is a 
complete acknowledgement of His worthiness, and 
an admission of· His Lordship on the way. He not 
only promises the forgiven�ss · of sins to begin with, 
but also guidance, counsel, and companionship all 
along. 

As you read t4ese lines, consider your latter end. 
To one of two places you are going. If you are not 
following Christ in the way, your pathway will end 
in everlasting perdition. If you discover that now 
you will be well advised to ac;t immediately, f 9r,

"To-morrow's sun might never rise, 

To bless thy long-deluded sight; 

This the time, Oh, then, be wise; 
Thou wouldst be saved, why not to-night?" 

An illustration may help you. Bunyan, the great 
Puritan writer, describes the journey of a .man from 
The City of Destruction to Mount Zion, or the 
Celestial City. He is first aroused to his danger by 
reading the Bible. If you do that, you, too, will 
soon discover that the world in which you live is a 
veritable City of Destruction. He determined to get 
out of danger and ran off crying, "Flee from the 
wrath to come." Many tried to tempt him back, but 
in spite of difficulties and enticements he continued 
on his way through the gate into the Narrow Road 
on which he travelled homeward to heaven. The 
burden of sin which he carried with him fell fro1n 
his shoulders when he came to the Cross and the 
Sepulchre. Bunyan evidently wishes to inform us 
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that the only way by. which we may enjoy the for
giveness of sins is by the faith that lays hold upon 
the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
No other way brings peace, for no other way satisfies 
both God and the sinner. Bunyan's Pilgrim by and 
by arrived at the end of his journey, that is at the 
Celestial City. Every one who travels on the Narrow 
Way through faith in Christ will at the end enter 
into the bliss of heaven for ever and for ever. 

A. BORLAND.

PAPER V. 

THE WAY TO HEAVEN. 

A MAN wants to know-What is the way by which I, 
a guilty sinner, can obstain salvation. It is to such 
perplexed and anxious souls I address myself. My 
mission is to tell you THE WAY TO HEAVEN ; that 
is what I can tell you; tell it to you planly, and lay 
it down so clearly that there is no mistake about it; 
and when we have done that, you shall be without 
excuse. 

Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, cries to every 
soul, "I AM THE WAY" (John 14. 6). While I 
point. _you to Him, I point you away from every 
other; 

When Christ proclaims Himself the Way, He gives 
a perfect direction. He is not only the road by which 
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we must travel, but He is the end to which we must 
press forward: He is the way PERFECTLY. Christ, 
then, is all the way to Heaven; there is no need to 
make a piece of the way to get to Him, or that He 
may get to us. When they carry railways to 
provincial towns they generally-I suppose with a 
view to the interests of the carriage hirers-make the 
station about a mile from the town, so that you have 
quite a journey from the station before you can get 
into the town. Now, Christ is the Way to Heaven 
perfectly, from just where you are, sinner. I do not 
know who you are, but from just where you are, at 
this time, Christ is the Way to Heaven. "What?" 
you say, "what? supposing me to be the blackest 
sinner that ever lived, is there a way to Heaven 
from where I am?" Yes, Christ is the Way to 

Heav�o perfectly. There is no need for you to make 
even an inch of road. If thou wilt believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, thou shalt be saved. It is just to 
trust Christ, and then it is done, and it is because 
this is so simple that it is so hard. If the ·way to 
Heaven were a little harder it would be easier. 
"How so?" you say. Why, if you were told that the 
way to get to Heaven was to walk with bare feet to 
John <?' Groats-if you believe that to be the Gospel 
-some of you would set off to-night. But when you
are told to trust in Christ, "Oh," says proud flesh
and blood, "that is so easy" ; and, like N aaman,
many turn and go away in a rage. They win· not
have the way of salvation because it is so simple
and so easy.
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THE vVAY TO HEAVEN. 

No\v, I have put this as plainly as ever I can, so 
as to show that there is no need to make a branch 
line to get to Christ, for He is "the Way" from the 
very spot \vhere you now are. Here is a message 
which con1es to yo·u, "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16. 31). 
Perhaps there is some big professor who does not 
like this doctrine, and he says, "You have no right 
or warrant to co1ne !" Show him the Book where 
Christ says, "Whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely" (Rev. 2�. 17). And if there should 
be 3nother, who still tries to keep you back, tell him 
that Jesus has told you to come, and has said that 
"he that believeth not shall be dai;nned". What for? 
His sin? No; "Because he hath not believed in the 
Name of the only begotten Son of God" (John 3. 18). 

As Christ is the Way exclusively and perfectly, 
so, also·, He is the Way PRESENTLY, that is-HE 1s 

THE WAY NOW. He does not say, "I was the Way if 
you had come several years ago," but "I ani the 
Way." The Gospel is not' "He that goes home and 
prays sha11 be saved," but "He that believeth on the 
Lord Jesus Christ shall be saved." Christ is the 
Way now. "Behold, NOW is the accepted time; be
hold, NOW is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6. 2). 
Just where you are, just as you are, Christ says to 
you, "I AM THE WAY." Accept Christ as your 
Saviour, and do it now. 

C. H. SPURGEON.
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PAPER VI. 

JACOB'S WAGONS. 

"When Jacoh saw the wagons, which Joseph had sent 
to carry him, his spirit revived" (Gen. 45. 27). 

PHARAOH was not content to invite Jacob to Egypt, 
and leave him to find his own way there, he took 
measures to guarantee his safe arrival. So the Good 
Shepherd not only seeks the lost sheep, but when 
found sees it back to the fold. Nor is He content 
to drive it, or even lead it, but "He layeth it on His 
shoulders rejoicing". He. gives His Spirit to Hi$ 
people, inviting them to Himself; He commits them 
to the Father; He nourishes them by the way on 
His Word; He love.s them to the end. 

Truly Pharaoh gave in a way worthy of a king. 
All was free of his royal bounty: "Lade your 
beasts," he said to Joseph's brethren, "and get you 
into the land of Canaan, and take your father and 
your households and come unto 1ne, and I will give 
you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat 
the fat of the land." Could invitation be freer? It 
reminds us of the gospel invitations : ''Come unto 
Me, and I will give you rest ... Buy wine and milk 
without money and without price ... As ye shall 
eat the good of the land." How could Pharaoh shew 
such kindness, such kingly liberality to aliens and 
strangers? It was all for Joseph's sake. It was 
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enough for Pharaoh to know that they were linked 
with him, and nothing was too good for them. And 
so, not only does God for Christ's sake forgive His 
people who trust Him, but "�ow shall He not with 
Him also freely give us all things?" for they are 
now in Him. 

But this was not all, Pharaoh adds, '_'Take you 
wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, 
and for your wives, and bring your father, and 
come/' Could invitation be fuller? "Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved and .thy 
house." It is not that the faith of the parent saves 
his household, but that they can be saved in the 
same way as he-, through simple faith in the same 
Saviour, "Who was delivered for our offences, and 
was raised again for 011r justification". But there 
remains something more. There is rich provision for 
the future, to which they need not even contribute 
of their little store : "Also regard not your stuff, for 
the good of all the land of Egypt is yours." There 
is nothing niggardly or penurious about the gospel. 
"My God shall supply all your need, according to 
His riches in glory by Christ J e-sus." Truly the 
gospel is worthy of God; it cost Him all He had, 
but it costs the recipient nothing. And now let us 
refer on�e more to the wagons. How could an aged, 
halting man like Jacob cross the desert, which lay 
between him and the land of plenty. Pharaoh and 
Joseph had thought it all out, and far more has the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ planned all 
to carry His people across the desert of this world 
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into the Glory-land. 
It was when Jacob saw the wagons that "his spirit 

revived", and unbelief gave place to faith. His sons 
had often deceived him, but he knew they would not 
have made these wagons. 

But there was something that gave more joy to 
Jacob's heart than all the rest; it was good news of 
his son : "Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor 
over all the land of Egypt." And Joseph was the 
way by which his father and brethren could find 
access to Pharaoh. Had he not been there, they 
could never have penetrated into the royal presence. 
But J qseph fully met their �eed in this respect as 
the Lord meets ours, for He says, "I am the way ... 
no man cometh unto the ·Father, but by Me." Now 
certain conditions must be met, if good news is to 
be valued aright. There must be a felt need. If a 
sure remedy were discovered against some dr�adful 
scourge of humanity, no doubt general interest would 
be aroused, but what joy would thrill the hearts of 
those actually suffering from the disease, because 
the need would be doubly real to them. No� what 
was Jacob's deepest need? No doubt he had led a 
chequered life. Sorrow and trial had never left him 
for long. He was an infirm old man; he had known 
heavy business worries and family trials of many 
kinds. But one must, we think, have outweighed 
them all-the loss of his beloved Joseph. That was 
the canke,r at his heart, and it was that his sons' 
words touched : "Joseph is yet alive and is governor 
over all the land of Egypt,'' and Jacob could utter 
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the words of Luke 15.: "This �y son was dead and 
is alive again," "It is enough." It was just that 
which filled the disciples of Emmaus with joy : "Jesus 
is yet alive." Man's great need, whether he feel it 
or not, is his sins. When he does feel these nothing 
can meet his need but the Gospel of the grace of 
God. "Christ died for our sins ; He was buried; the 
third day He �ose again", and now "all authority is 
given to Him in heaven and in earth". 

But not only must the good news offer a deliver
ance for a felt need, but that deliverrance must be

available. It was just that that the wagons did, they 
made it available. They brought it to his very door. 
They brought Joseph to Jacob and Jacob to Joseph. 
And to us the word comes, "Say not in thy heart, 
Who shall ascend . . . or descend to bring Christ 
down or up? The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
heart and in thy mouth ... that if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart, that God hath raised Him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved" (Rom. 10. 6-8). But 
what then had Jacob to do in order to benefit by all 
this bountiful provision? He had simply to believe 
and step into the wagons to be carried to his desired 
haven. And so we read in the following �hapter : 
"The sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, and 
their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which 
Pharaoh had sent to carry him" (v. S). All reached 
the land of blessing. Not one failed to enter in, nor 
will one fail to enter heaven who trusts in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. "I give unto them eternal life," He 
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assures them, "and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of My hand; My 
Father which gave them Me is greater than all; and 
no man is able to pluck them out of ·My Father's 
hand" (John 10. 28, 29). 

. w. HOSTE. 

PAPER VII. 

GOD'S FIVE R's. 

THE Holy Scriptures alone are man's safe guide in 
all spiritual matters, and without them it would be 
imp--Jssible to know the way of salvation from sin 
and death to eternal glory (2 Tim. 3. 15-16). 

The Bible reveals Five Great Facts, each of which 
is God's message to man and upon which his eternal 
destiny depends. Let us consider them in due order. 

(1) RUIN. According to Gen. 1. 26-27, the first
man was created in the image of God, not evolved 
from the animal creation, as some would wickedly 
affirm. He differed from the beasts inasmuch as he 
was composed of body, soul and spirit ( 1 Thess. 5. 23). 
The latter made him God conscious and capable of en
joying blessed communion. He was a sinless being in 
holy subjection to God, and head of creation. What an 
exalted position for the creature ; but alas ! only for 
a short duration. Satan, a fallen being (but one in 
holy subjection to God), planned man's downfall, as 
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recorded in Gen. 3. He wrought through the woman 
to whom he presented a subtle temptation and was 
thus responsible for the first transgression which 
brought about man's terrible fall (1 Tim. 2. 13-14). 
Everything was spoiled and man had become ruined 
and the whole creation shared in the disaster (Rom. 
8. 20). Being the head of. the race, he passed on to
his offsprings the consequences of his sin : "Where
fore as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned" (Rom. 5. 12). Sin, having been
introduced into the world, went on to do its deadly
work. God saw the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every · imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually (Gen.
6. 5). The ruin of the first man has brought ruin
to the race, "for all have sinned and come short of
the glory of God" (Rom. 3. 23). "For by one man's
disobedience many ·were made sinners" (Rom. 5. 19).
Sin brought shame and man's efforts to improve
ended in failure, as seen in the fig-leaf aprons (Gen.
3. 7.). Thus man by nature and practice stands before
God as a guilty, lost, ruined and hell-deserving
sinner.

(2) REDEMPTION. Sin had made such a gulf be
tween God a�d man, that human wisdom could never 
devise a bridge by which he could return to his 
former position (Psalm 49. 7). What is impossible 
with man is possible with God, and He conceived 
a plan in the eternal past, and in due time revealed 
it in mercy to this godless ,vo r Id ( 1 Pet. 1. 1 '8-21). 
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The holiness of God demanded atonement for sin 
and this could on�y be .by way of sacrifice. "It is 
the blood that maketh atonement for the soul" (Lev. 
17. 11). Man had sold himself, therefore he must
be redeemed (Rom. 7. 14). "Without the shedding
of blood is no remission" (Heb. 9. 22). God hates
sin but He loves the sinner (John 3. 16). Had He
dealt ·with sin in the sinner, eternal banishment would
have been his portion. God sent His Son to be the
Saviour of the wodd (1 John 4. 14). Sin deserved
death, therefore Christ must die (John 11. SO). "He
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself"
(Heb. 9. 26).

The Cross is the centre of all God's purposes. The 
sinner's only hope lies in the death of Christ. "He 
was delivered for our offences and raised again for 
our justification. Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures" (1 Cor. 15. 1-3). "In whom we 
have redemption through His blood" (Eph. 1. 7). 

(3) RECEPTION. The sufferings and death of Christ
have met all the clain1s of God, making possible the 
salvation of sinners ( 1 Tim. 2. 3-6). The satisfaction 
rendered to God by the obedience of His Beloved 
Son unto death, has in no wise removed the sinner 
from the state of conden1nation (John 3. 18-19). 
While salvation is all of Grace, it must be appro
priated by all who desire to possess it (Eph. 2. 8-9). 
Thus to fall en man God has sent the Glorious 
Gosp�l, which tells of His Love in the gift of His 
Son, but at the sa1ne time makes it clear that it 
must be received into the heart by faith, in order to 
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get Everlasting Life (John 6. 47). 
God's remedy for sin, not received, valuable as it 

is, can never remove the burden of guilt· from the 
conscience of those to whom it is offered. The 
bitten Israelites of old were. only healed as they 
beheld the serpent of brass (Num. 21. 8-9; John 3. 
14-15). Medicine in a bottle can never relieve the
sufferer, but it must be taken to produce a cure.
God. is waiting and willing to save, but He is often
hindered in this blessed work through the unbelief
of men. Christ is the Gift of God offered to the
world, but Eternal Life only becomes the possession
of those who accept it (Rom. 6. 23). "Salvation is
not of works lest any man should boast" (Eph. 2. 9).
"But as many as received Him, to them gave He
power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on His Name : Which were born, not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God" (John 1. 12-13).

( 4) REGENERATION. The Gospel brings Li£ e to
those who receive it, who were once dead in tres
passes and sins (Eph. 2. 1). They are described as 
Regenerated or "Born Again". Christianity is much 
more than a Creed. It is the possession of a Life, 
and that, Christ Himself (1 John 5. 12). To one of 
the best of men the Saviour said, "Ye must be Born 
Again" (John 3. 7). Without this a sinner can neither 
see nor enter the Kingdom of God. 

Why is the New Birth an absolute necessity? Be• 
cause the first birth only fits a sinner for earthly 
surroundings. Natural existence ends at death; and 
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then Eternity, of bliss or woe. It needs a new nature 
to enter and enjoy heaven (Col. 1. 12-14). The flesh 
never alters whatever the environment. In spite of 
all man's efforts to improve it, the truth is unalter
able, "That which is born of the flesh is flesh", and 
to remain in this condition is to be shut out of God's 
Kingdom (John 3. 7). 

"Ye must be born again or never enter heaven. 
'Tis only blood-washed ones are there, the ransomed 
and forgiven." 

(S) RESPONSIBILITY. It is not easy to estimate
the privileges which belong to those who live in 
lands where the Bible is circulated freely and the 
Gospel of God's Grace fully proclaimed. These 
bring corresponding responsibilities which cannot be 
avoided, however much the natural heart would 
desire to �o so (Prov. 1. 24-31). If the acceptance 
of Christ as Saviour brings the sinner into possession 
of Everlasting Life, the rejection of Him exposes the 
unbeliever to Eternal Punishment (John 3. 36). 
Tremendous issues belong to hearing the Gospel 
(Rom. 10. 14-17). While God is sovereign and 
desires man's salvation, man is a free agent and has 
the will to accept or reject (1 Tim. 2. 3-6). It was 
said of one, "It would have been good for him if 
he had not been born," and this is equally true of 
all who despise God's offer of mercy and perish in 
their sins (John 12. 24). Grace has reigned now 
nearly 2000 years, but we know not how soon it will 
give place to wrath (Rom. 5. 21). "And as it is 
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
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judgment" (Heb. 9. 27). "The Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. 1. 7-8). 

The question is asked, "What shall the end be of 
them that obey not the gospel of God?" ( 1 Pet. 4. 
17). There can only be one answer, "The Lake of 
Fire" (Rev. 20. 15). Flee from the wrath to come 
and take refuge in Christ, ere the door of mercy 
shuts, and your soul be lost in hell (John 3. 18-36). 

HENRY HITCHMAN. 

PAPER VIII. 

"THE RELIGION OF MY ANCESTORS IS 
GOOD ENOUGH FOR ME." 

IN a pretty Perthshire glen, in the parish of Aber
f eldy, three generations of successful agriculturists 
had lived and died. The fourth had other likings 
and ambitions, and determined to surrender the 
farm on which his ancestors had spent their lives, 
and remove to another part of the country. When 
the farmer and his family were about to leave the 
district for their new home, he made a visit to the 
minister to get his "lines" as the letters of intro
duction of one congregation to another are called 
in the Scottish Church. 

These were duly signed and given, and with the 
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Godspeed of the pastor and the goodwill of their 
neighbours, the farmer and his household moved to 
their new home. After they had become settled 
there, the head of the household made a visit to 
"the manse", which was not far off, and presenting 
his "lines" with a letter from his former minister, 
he was warmly welcomed by the new minister and 
soon seated in the study, conversing- freely about 
things in general in the new community. As he was 
about to leave, the minister remarked, "There are 
some earnest Christian workers living in the vicinity 
of your home, who conduct a week night meeting in 
one of their houses, and I have no doubt but they 
will value your help." As the man from Aberfeldy 
tramped along the road from the manse to his home, 
he mused over the strange words of the minister, 
and was curious to know what sort of people his 
neighbours could be, when they preached and prayed 
among themselves in the manner described. So he 
said to his wife when he told her the · minister's 
story, "This preaching and praying a1nong laymen 
is not the thing, the religion of my ancestors is good 
enough for me." 

The facts of the case were simply these : · A 
Christian nobleman, whose seat was in that region, 
had preached the Gospel and brought other earnest 
men to preach in that spiritually-dead parish, and 
many had discovered, by means of the faithful 
testimony, that they had "religion", but not Christ. 
This discovery was followed by some rece1v1ng 
Christ ·(John 1. 12), and becoming God's children. 
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Then they began to tell to others what the Lord had 
done for their souls, and the weekly meeting in the 
house of one of the number had been carried on 
for years. Prejudice is hard to break down, especially 
religious prejudice, and it took months be£ ore the 
farmer would go, or allow his wife or family to go 
to that meeting. Sickness in the house brought some 
of the neighbours about, and kindness soon disarmed 
opposition, so to the surprise of all, the farmer and 
his wife appeared on a Wednesday night, and 
seemed much interested in what they heard. Never 
before had they heard such a testimony of God's 
saving power ( the testimony of living- souls aglow 
with the love of Christ). Slowly the Word gained 
an entrance: pride was broken, need discovered and, 
at length, convicted of sin, they came as they were, 
and trus_ted Christ, and were saved. Now, they do 
not .glory in the religion of their ancestors, nor in 
their own good works, but simply and only in what 
the Lord has done for. them. 

PAPER IX. 

"THERE'S NAUGHT SO QUEER AS FOLK." 

I DO not know. what it was that made the old York
shire woman say, "There's naught so queer as fo.Zk", 

but I have often said the same thing myself, when 
I have seen the way in which people have treated 
the story of God's great love. Quite lately I was 
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g1v1ng away Gospel booklets in a South London 
suburb, and I handed one to the proprietor of a 
prosperous-looking tobacco and sweet store. He 
greeted me with a sn1ile, but when he read "God so 
loved the world" on the cover of the tract, he 
pushed it back into my hand and shouted, "I don't 
want it/' "But," I said, "it's a message of love and
friendliness." "I don't want it, take it out," he 
raged, and he literally danced as though I had 
dropped a seven-pound weight on his toes. I ,vas 
sorry I had annoyed him, but very sad that he felt 
like that at the sight of my text, and had to say to 
myself, "Some folk are queer." 

I had another experience. It was on board the fine 
old Mauretania in mid-Atlantic. The western sky 
was ablaze with the glory of the setting sun, and 
shafts of crimson beauty were shot from the horizon 
across the waves. By my side stood a gentleman, 
delighted as I was with the splendid picture, and he 
talked of it as only an artist and an admirer of great 
sights could talk. I said to him, "Do you know, sir, 
that the God whose hand painted that glowing sky 
loves you and me?" He drew back and looked at 
me for a moment with a look of anything but 
pleasure in his eyes, and then, without a word, 
turned on his heel, and went to the other side of 
the ship, and for the rest of the week he avoided 
me as though I had the plague. It is a marvellous 
thing-it is queer, yes, queer is the word for it
that mention of God's love �hould affect a man in 
that way, and yet we need not be surprised, for it is 
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explained in one instance in the Bible, "Tfie carnal 
mind is enmity against God." 

But the text is not always rejected; to thousands 
it has been a savour of life unto life. "It's the best 
text in the Bible," a happy old man once said to me, 
and I was not surprised that that was what he 
thought about it, when he went on to tell me that 
fifty years before it had changed everything for him. 
It had been used by God's Holy Spirit to turn him 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, and had made his life worth living when 
it had promised to be a big failure. He had not 
heard any words in his long life in which there w.as 
so much blessing and sweetness, and it was with 
reverence and affection that he went over them, "For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have EVERLASTING LIFE." But 
good as it was to hear him repeat these words, and 
to feel the hearty grip of his hand, which showed 
that, while he was old in years, he was still young 
in spirit, they did not affect me so much as when I 
heard them in different circumstances. 

I had spent the afternoon in the large ward of an 
infirmary in a northern city. Every bed in that ward 
was occupied by a suffering man. I had sat and 
talked for a few minutes with each of these, and bad 
left them all some books to read, when I cam� to 
the last bed in the ward. On it was lying a young 
fellow, not yet twenty. He looked very wan and ill, 
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and as his eyes were closed I thought he was 
sleeping. So I sat down by his side, hoping he might 
awake be£ ore I had to go. Soon he opened his eyes 
and looked at me with an inquiring look, as much 
as to say, "Who are you?" 

I said, "I have been giving the men some Gospel 
books, but I'm afraid you are too ill to read." 

"Yes," he said, "I am, and the doctor says there 
is no hope for me, but./ am in the Lord's hands." 

Those last words came so unexpectedly, and. with 
so much feeling, that a lump came into my throat, 
and I could not immediately command my voice. 

When I managed this, I said, "And in the very 
best hands you are, my dear, for He has said of all 
who trust in Him, 'I give unto them ETERNAL 
LIFE, and they shall never perish, neither shall any 

one pluck them out of My hand'." 
"Yes," he answered, "He did say that, and He 

also said, 'God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not· perish but have EVERLASTING 
LIFE'." 

And then, exhausted by the effort, he closed his 
eyes and lay still, and I sat silent and thrilled. Then 
he began to speak again, as though oblivious of my 
presence; slowly, but with indescribable sweetness, 
he repeated, "Everlasting life, everlasting life". I 
listened for a while to that sacred communion be
tween his ransomed soul and his God ; then, giving 
his hand a gentle squeeze, I withdrew from his side, 
and the last sound from his lips that I heard was, 
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"Everlasting life". That happened on Friday after
noon, and on the following Tuesday he entered the 
Glory. 

That dying lad had found in John 3. 16 what all 
the gold in the Bank of England could not have 
gained him. Could I have carried to him the highest 
honours that the King could bestow, or poured out 
at his side the choicest treasures of the world, and 
this earthly life, they would have been worse than 
useless ·in the .infirmary ward; but John 3. 16 had 
enriched him, and God's love had put a peace into 
his heart . that the approach of death could not 
disturb. "Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable 
gift," and "thanks be unto God that giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ", and thanks 
be unto God for- everlasting life. 

J. T. :rv.,:. 

PAPER X. 

"THAT'S ME, DO Y·OU HEAR THAT, DEVIL?" 

A WONDERFUL work of grace was going on in the 
North of Ireland in the year 1859. Many persons 
had professed to accept Christ as their Saviour and 
Lord,- and were rejoicing in His love. William 
Thomson,. a ·young man who lived at Buckna, in the 
neighbourhood of Ballymena, was deeply concerned 
about his spiritual condition, and long,ed to obtain 
forgiveness. He prayed, wept, and strove to merit 

-41 



HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY? 

God's pardoning mercy. But- the mote he struggled 
and resolved the worse he became. 

As he thought of his past life, his sins crowded in 
upon him; and as he contemplated the great day of 
reckoning when "God shall bring every work into 
judgment with every secret thing, whether it be good 
or whether it be evil" (Eccles. 12. 14), he became 
terribly alarmed. 

His distress ·of soul so prayed upon his mind that 
he was unable for a time to attend to his business. 
"What must I do · to be saved?" was the question 
that occupied his heart and absorbed his attention. 

One day, whilst under deep conviction of sin, 
Bible in hand, he took a stroll along the country 
road, hoping to obtai.n peace with God. In a quiet 
spot in a field he opened the sacred volume. The 
Psalmist has truly said, "The entrance of Thy words 
giveth light" (Psa. 119. 130). 

As he looked over the fifth chapter of the Epistle 
to the Romans, his eye caught the familiar words at 
the close of the fifth verse, "When we were yet 
without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly." 

He was amazed at what he saw. Was it not "good 
people" that God saved? Was it not necessary that he 
should become "better" ere he could hope to be for
given? Yet Scripture declared that "Christ died for the 
ungodly". He ceased thinking of his feelings towards 
God, and became occupied with God's feelings to
wards him. 

"Christ died for the ungodly." He was "ungodly", 
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the ref ore Christ died for him. He took his place 
amongst "ungodly" ( or ungodlike) ones, and leaping

into the air he clapped his hands for joy, and 
shouted, "Christ died for the ungodly! Christ died 
for the ungodly ! " and added, "That's me ! Do you 
hear that, devil?" 

The love of God was shed abroad in his heart by 
the Holy Ghost, and he could say:· 

"Behold the Lamb of God who bore 
My burden on the tree, 

And paid in blood the dreadful score, 
The ransom due for me." 

The writer met Mr. Thomson later, a happy, re
joicing Christian, and from his own lips he heard 
him speak of God's mercy to him. 

If the reader has accepted the . divine testimony 
regarding his state, and is desirous of being delivered 
from "wrath to come", he must cease trying to pur
chase salvation by prayers, sacraments, o,; good 
works. It has been provided at an infinite cost, and 
can now be had as a free gift. Not for good people, 
hut for "ungodly" persons, the Lord Jesus bled, and 
suffered, and died. 

Are you prepared to acknowledge yourself as one 
of them? If so, you can confidently conclude "He 
died for me". 

"To him that worketh not, but believeth on Him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness" (Rom. 4. 5) .. 
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PAPER XI. 

IN SEARCH OF LIGHT. 

DAVID HUME, the celebrated philosopher, sat listening 
to Whitefield in _Edinburgh. The preacher, in tears 
and with impressiv.e gestures, pleaded with his 
audience in most solemn terms. As he described, 
energetically but simply, the sinner's danger and the 
Saviour's dying love to sinful men, the large audience 
was moved to tears. 

"The address," Hume said to a friend afterwards, 
"was accompanied with such animated, yet natural 
action, that it surpassed anything I ever saw or heard 
in any other preacher ... He is the most ingenious 
preach�r I ever· listened to. It is worth while to go 
twenty miles to hear him." 

But, like aQother in an earlier day, Hume "cared 
for none of these things". He remained a sceptic. If 
moved at all by what he heard and was in some 
measure impressed with, he soon put it away from 
his thoughts. His friends spoke of him as "treading 
the common road into the great darkness", not only 
without fear, but actually with gaiety. 

One day, however, there was a change. He was 
alone-and on his deathbed. The last ray of hope 
was about to fade with his parting breath. Unspeak
able gloon1 -took possession of him and, as he lay 
awaiting his dreaded departure, he declared that he 
had been in search of light all his life, but was now 
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in greater darkness than ever. Alas! he had refused 
the light which alone can illumine the "valley of the 
shadow of death", namely, "the light of the glorious 
Gospel of Christ". And now, as he en_ters what his 
friends called, significantly enough, "the great dark
ness", it is not to be wondered at that he· is seized 
,vith a sense of horror and hopelessness. 

What a sad end, especially in view of his earlier 
opportunity! Sadder still, however, is the fact that 
the attitude of thousands to-day toward their eternal 
interests is the very same as was his. They care not 
to be reminded of their sin and refuse to be warned 
of its results. When they hear of God's love to them 
in giving His Son to die that they ·might live, they

may, as Hume did, think well of the preacher, but 
they will not be persuaded to turn to Christ and live. 
A Saviour's dying agonies do not move them. His 
loving pleadings they spurn or ignore. · Are you, 
reader, one of this class? 

The mother of Hume, the infidel philosopher, was 
at one time a professor of Christianity. Dazzled by 
the genius of her son, she followed him into the 
mazes of scepticism. Years passed, and she drew 
near the gates of death. From her dying bed she 
wrote him as follows : 

"My dear son,-My _health has failed me. I am 
in a deep decline. � I cannot live long. Your 
philosophy affords me no comfort in my distress. 
I am left without hope or consolation, and my mind 
is sinking into a state of despair. I pray you, 
hasten home to console me, or at least write to 
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me the consolations that philosophy afford at the 
dying hour." 
But infidel philosophy was powerless to minister a 

single grain of comfort in the presence of death and 
judgment. 

Take a note of this, my reader. You must have 
Christ; then all shall be well for time and for 
eternity. 

w. s.

PAPER XII. 

PLAYING THE FOOL. 

"I HAVE PLAYED THE FOOL AND HAVE ERRED EXCEED

INGLY," declared King Saul (1 Sam. 26. 21), as he 
considered his relations with David. The son of 
Jesse was the man of God's choice, and everything 
for Saul virtually depended upon his relationship 
with him. Friendship with David might have pre
served Saul's throne and saved his life, but rejection 
-which, in its origin, synchronised with his posses
sion by an evil spirit-ended in_ the loss of throne,
the end of royal career, and a miserable death on the
battlefield of Gilboa. Well might Saul say, even if
he scarcely realised the full significance of his own
words, "I have played the fool and have e"ed ex
ceedingly."

Upon our relationship to a greater than David 
depends everything for time and eternity. Eternal 
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doom or eternal glory is determined thereby. An 
acceptance of Christ brings salvation, forgiveness, 

eternal life and everlasting blessing. Rejection can 
only result in eternal judgment and exile from the 
presence of God. Yet, in a coming day, thousands 
will stand before the great white throne, without a 
plea to present or a word of excuse to offer, but 
virtually with the words of Saul upon their lips : 
"I have played the foo.Z and have, erred exceedingly." 

For years men and women sit under the sound of 
the Gospel message; they hear its challenging appeal 
and are acquainted with its vital facts-yet they pass 
out of life UNSAVED. Here is no tragedy of the pagan 
who has never heard or the heathen to whom the 
light has never come. The tragedy lies in the fact 
that such souls have heard and understood. Yet, 
despite a knowledge of the Gospel and all its. im
plications, they have "played the, fool" with divine 
and eternal realities. 

FOLLY OF SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS (Luke 18. 9-12). 

Through the court of the Gentiles stalked the 
proud Pharisee, with the long, blue fringes of his 
robe sweeping the ground, and his forehead and left 
arm adorned with wide phylacteries. Standing in the 
court of Israel, he looked over the low stone wall 
into the court of the priests beyond, watching the 
smoke ascend from the burnt-offering on the altar. 
The sacrifice was the potent reminder of the divine 
requirements from mankind and of all that man 
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should have been, and was ipso facto the virtual 
conviction of the guilt of the self-sufficient hypocrite 
who beheld it. 

Notwithstanding the sight which met his gaze, 
however, the Pharisee stood in self-complacency, and 
dared tg. thank God for the perfect life and character 
of the individual He had made. Not a breath of 
supplication or petition entered his so-called "prayer". 
He was completely satisfied with himself. The 
Mosaic law commanded one ·day of fasting a year 
(Lev. 16.), but works of supererogation were his� for 
he fasted twice a week. Where the law commanded 
the tithing of the increase of the crops, he paid tithes 
of everything whioh came under his hand. 

Is not this characteristic of many to-day? Content 
with their own morality and uprightness, they pride 
themselves upon the fact that they are "not as other 
men" (Luke 18 .. 11), and foolishly persuade them
selves that a righteous God will never exclude them 
from His presence, since they . are vastly superior to 
the really sinful. Oh, the folly of it! "All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God" (Rom. 
3. 23). The morality and self-righteousness of the

guilty sinner are regarded simply as "filthy rags"
(Isa. 64. 6).

FOLLY OF WORLDLY .NEGLECT (Luke 12. 16-21). 

Prospered in every direction, the rich· landlord 
faced the problem of the future and settled his 
difficulties to his own •Satisfaction. Everything should 
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be stored in larger barns, and then with prov1s1on 
"for many years" (Luke 12. 19), he would settle 
down to a life of ease and feasting. No thought of 
God or of the ultimate future crossed his mind. He 
was occupied entirely with the mundane and the 
material. "Thou fool," came the word of God, "this

night (in contrast to the "many years" of his in
tentions) thy soul shall be required of thee." 

Many a man to-day maps out his life for the 
future years and decides precisely what he will do 
for the remainder of his earthly course. But rule 
God out of those plans and life, and, sooner or later. 
the God who has been excluded will intervene. "Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required o.f thee." 
The mundane is but temporal and transient, the 
spiritual is divine and eternal. 

FOLLY OF REJECTION ( Luke 6. 49). 

Unlike the one who hears and believes, the one 
who rejects the Gospel is described as a man who 
builds a house on earth or sand, with no real solid 
foundation. When trials or difficulties are the lot of 
the believer, his house stands firm and secure, since 
it is founded upon the Rock-Christ Himself. But 
when troubles are the experience of the unbeliever
yea, when he passes through the final judgment-"the 
ruin of his house is great". 

Such are the three types of folly which will shortly 
populate the lake of fire. If the reader is not a 
child of God, may we ask of which folly he is 
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culpable? Are you relying upon your own moral 
rectitude to secure you a place in heaven? Are you 
Qeglecting the wonder£ ul proffer of grace or post
poning the moment of decision? Have you reached 
that final point of a definite rejection of Christ? 

Whatever the reason for your present condition, 
quit "playing the fool" with eternal realities. Realise 
that, as a guilty sinner, only omnipotence can bend 
down to help, only love can reach, and only mercy 
can satisfy. Because He loved the rebel, the Lord 
Jesus Christ voluntarily . gave Himself, and now, 
through the blood of Calvary, life and pardon are 
offered to all who will acknowledge their guilt and 
accept Him as Saviour. 

"Oh hasten, sinner, to be blest, 
And stay not for the morrow's sun, 

For fear the curse should thee arrest 
Before the morrow is begun." 

FREDK. A. T ATFORD. 

PAPER XIII. 

A WARNING. 

Dit. T. CHALMERS, the eminent Scottish preacher, and 
theological professor, on one occasion was the guest 
of a nobleman residing near to Peebles, in the south 
of Scotland. One evening the doctor was discoursing 
to the house party �n "Pauperism, its causes anct 
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cure". An aged Highland chieftain listened with rapt 
attention to the burning words of the speaker as he 
expounded his subject. The company broke up at a 
late hour, and the guests were shown to their several 
sleeping apartments. The chieftain's room was on 
the opposite side of the lobby to that of the doctor's. 
As the minister was undressing he heard a peculiar 
noise, accompanied by a heavy groan. He immediately 
opened the door of his room, crossed the lobby, and 
entered the Highlander's apartment. And what a 
sight met his eyes ! The - venerable chieftain, as he 
was being undressed by his attendant, had had a 
seizure, and in a few moments was in eternity. The 
room was soon filled with the guests, who were 
shocked with what they saw. Dr. Chalmers was the 
first to break the silence. In solemn and heart search
ing tones he said, "Never in my life did I see, or 
feel, so power£ ully the meaning of that text, 'Preach 
the Word, be instant in season, out of season.' Had 
I known that my venerable old friend was within a 
few minutes of eternity I would have addressed 
myself earnestly to him. I would have preached unto 
him, and you, Christ Jesus and Him crucified." 
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PAPER XIV. 

MEN WHO DIED IN THE GATE. 

"IF the Lord would make windows in heaven might 
this thing be'.' (2· Kings 7. 2). So spake a proud 
nobleman to the prophet, who as God's messenger 
had promised relief on the morrow tp a beleaguered 
and starving city. His lordship evidently was of the 
number of those self-conceited persons, common 
enough in our own days, who claim that they believe 
in nothing which they cannot understand, and whose 
unbelief must therefore be in direct proportion to 
the f eeblenes� of their intellect. 

Elisha's reply to this old-time modernist was 
startling in the extreme. Instead of whittling down 
or explaining his former statement,. so as to bring 
it within the· compass· of the man's understanding, 
and there£ ore of his belief ; the prophet adds a 
further . message, even more difficult for him to 
credit than the previous one, "Thou shalt see it with 
thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof." One can 
easily imagine what thoughts mu.st have filled the 
scorn£ ul · lord's mind, as he listened to this, "I don't 
believe a bit in this promised plentifulness," he 
would say to himself, "but if it does come, I shall 
make sure of getting my share and more than my 
share of it." 

The morrow came, and with it the fulfilment of 
these two incredible prophecies. At the end of the 
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chapter our attention is drawn to the completeness 
and exactness of their accomplishment _in a somewhat 
unusual manner, by the rep_eti_tion, word for word, 
of the conversation between this lord, on whose hand 
the king leaned, and Elisha. Emphasis is laid on 
how accurately the statement� of the latter came to 
pass ; and the story closes with this solemn notice of 
the despiser's fate, ((So it fe1l out unto him, for the 
people trode uport him IN THE GA TE, and he 
died." 

Thus perished a wilful unbeliever, amidst · abund
ance in which he did not share, and in the very gate 
where food was so plentiful that it was being sold 
for a mere ·trifle to such as were, for any reason, 
unable to go out and f �tch it themselves. And thus 
too shall all perish who turn down the good news 
of abundant salvation for starving souls, provided 
through the death of God's Son on Calvary. In the 
words_ of the great Apo�tle, "We declare unto you 
glad tidings . .. . that th_rough this Man is. preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins, ... beware there
fore lest that come upon you which is spoken of in 
the prophets, Behold ye despisers, and wonder, and 
perish; for I work a work in your days, a work 
which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man 
declare it unto you" .(Acts 13. 32, 38, 40, 41). Our 
nobleman was one who in no wise believed the good 
tidings which the �an of God declared unto him; 
and therefore, as a despiser, he BEHELD, he WONDERED,

and he PERISHED.

There is another great man of whom we are told 
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that he died "in the gate", Abner, who had been 
captain of the host in the days of Saul. In 2 Sam. 
3. 27, it is said that "Joab took him aside IN THE
GA TE, . . . and smote hin1 there under the fifth rib
that _he died". Like the gate· of 2 Kings 7., this one
also is of special interest, because if in the former
God's grace was manifested in His rich supply of
the need of His starving people, in the latter through
His merciful provision, the manslayer was to find
refuge from the avenger of blood. For the gate in
which Abner was slain was that of. Hebron, the most
important of the cities of refuge.

This fact, while it, of course, aggravates Joab's 
guilt in Abner's murder, has perhaps importance also 
in relation to Abner himself. The man who thus 
died in the gate of a city of refuge, although he 
might doubtless have made out a good case for him
self in the particular matter for which J oab sought 
revenge-the slaying of his brother Asahel in the 
battle, had yet been a wilful sinner in another respect. 
He had turned down David, the man of God's choice, 
and had set up Ishbosheth in opposition to him. And 
for the doing of this he could not excuse himself on 
the plea of ignorance, since he stands condemned 
out of his own mouth, as knowing that the Lord's 
purpose was to set up David on the throne (2 Sam. 
3. 10). Neither could he plead, as his master, Saul,
had done when taxed with his sin (1 Sam. 15. 24),
that he was led to do the wrong thing through
pressure from others, because again we have from
his own lips, in words addressed to the people, "Ye
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sought for David in times past to be king over you" 
(2 Sam. 3. 17). His rejection of God's man was 
there£ ore just as definite and wilful as was the

rejection of God's· Word by the lord of 2 Kings 7.; 
and it is not to be wondered at that he suffered a 
similar fate. 

The actual causes which led him to take the 
wrong course seem to have been, on the one hand, 
his relationship to the house of Saul, and on the 
other, his position of dignity and power as com
mander-in-chief of the army. This is interesting, 
because many a time since then have these same 
causes operated to keep sinners from accepting God's 
Man, His blessed Son ; and from owning allegiance 
to Him. Ties of nature, and the desire of worldly 
honour, have again and again been used by Satan 
as the means of turning aside those who otherwise 
might have sought God's salvation, yea, who seemed 
to be at the very "gate" of decision. Such was the 
case with Orpah, concerning whom it was said to 
Ruth, "Thy sister-in-law is gone back UNTO HER

PEOPLE'' (Ruth 1. 15). And such was the case with 
those to whom the Lord Jesus said, "How can ye 
believe, which receive HONOUR one of another" (John 

5. 44).
In Luke 13. we have the story of another man,

whose attitude to God's salvation and to Christ Him
self was such as to suggest at least the probability that 
he, too, went on to perish "in the gate". This was 
the individual who in verse 23 asked the question, 
"Lord, are there few that be saved?" and to whom 
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the Lord replied, "Strive to enter in AT THE 
STRAIT GA TE, for many ... shall seek to enter in, 
and shall not be able." His inquiry at first sight 
appears to have been made in· idle curiosity, and 
even from that viewpoint condemns the asker, in 
that he was . wasting on such questionings the energy 
and the time which he should rather have used in 
seeking salvation himself. Our Lord's reply warns 
him that. while he thus wastes his opportunity of 
entering, by standing, as it were, in the gate to 
count the number of those who do enter, he himself 
may be closed outside for ever. 

But further consideration of the story and espec
ially of its setting will probably lead us to the opinion· 
that something worse than mere curiosity caused the 
man to ask the question he did; and that, had we 
been listening to him, we should have detected a note 
of scorn in his words. We learn from verse 22 

.. 

(with �hap. 9. 51, etc.) that when the incident 
occurred, Christ was on His last journey to J erus
alem before the Crucifixion; and it is made clear by 
various passages in John and elsewhere that . most 
of the crowd of professed disciples, which in earlier 
days had followed Him, had long since turned away. 
Not only so, but on this final journey the few who 
were left, had, according to Mark 10. 32, been 
showing signs of amazement and fear. Such being 
the circumstances, does not the question imply, 
"Lord, dost Thou mean to tell us that it is only these 
few who are still straggling after Thee that shall be 
saved?" If so, it is a question which those who go 
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out with the Gospel have still frequently to face. 
"Do you think to persuade us," they are sneeringly 
asked, "that only the few who believe as you do are 
going to be in heaven." 

Looked at in this light, the ·latter portion of our 
Lord's reply to the man assumes great importance. 
It is as though He would say, "I warn you, who 
now sneer at and despise t4ose whom you look upon 
as a handful of unlearned nobodies, that for you one 
day there shall be weeping .�nd gnashing of teeth, 
when ye shall see, not merely fishermen and peasants, 
but t�e great man of the past, Abraham, and Isaac, 
anq Jacob, and all the prophets, in the· kingdom of 
God, while you yourselves are thrust out. Nor . will 
their numbers then be few, as nqw they· appear to 
be; for they shall come, a great multitude which no 
man can number, from the east, and from the west, 
and from the north, and from the south, to sit down 
in that kingdom." 

So indeed it shall be. God's people, sinners saved 
through the precious blood, may to-day be, like the 
�salmist, "small and despised" ( Psa. 119. 141) ; but 
the day shall come when it will be otherwise. "They 
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament" (Dan. 
12. 3) ; .while those who despised them, and scorned
their message, shall be cast into "the blackness of
darkness for ever" (Jude 13.).

WM. RODGERS. 
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PAPER XV. 

THE SPANIARD AND "TO-MORROW". 

SENOR CANALEJAS, the Spanish Prime Minister, who 
was shot in the streets of Madrid, November 12th, 
1912, is said to have been sadly tried by the habit 
of procrastination, so common to the inhabitants of 
the Peninsula. "To-morrow! to-morrow!" he once 
exclaimed, "To-morrow will be the ruin of the 
country.'' 

The Spaniards are not the only people who love to 
put things off until to-morrow. We find plenty of 
folk everywhere we go who are just .as dilatory .. Not 
perhaps in their business affairs-men are frequently 
smart enough when they are in question; but in God's 
affairs thousands are painfully remiss. They attend 
the preaching of the Word of God, and they agree 
that all that is set forth by Christ's servants is good 
and true, and they mean to make it all their own 
"some day". Ah, but when? WHEN? 

God speaks to men about sin and guilt, and He 
demands repentance. Read Acts 17. 30, 31 carefully: 
"God commandeth all men everywhere to repent, be
cause He hath appointed a day in which He will 
judge the world in righteousness by that Man whom 
He hath ordained." 

He speaks also of His Son and of the wondrous 
Cross on which He died. He invites one and all to 
put their trust in Him, the now-living Saviour en-
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throned at His right hand. To all this the great 
destroyer says : "Time enough yet." But "the Holy 
Ghost saith, To-day, if ye will hear His voice, harden 
not your hearts" (Heb. 3. 7, 8). 

"To-morrow will be the ruin of the country." So 
the dead Premier lamented as he looked around upon 
the Spanish nation. We say with the profoundest 
sorrow: "To-morrow will be the ruin of the souls 
of multitudes of our fellow-men." 

Friend, suffer us to plead with you earnestly. 
Possibly you know all the facts of the Gospel of 
God as well as ourselves. But when -will you take 
the decisive step that will lead you· as a humble 
penitent to the Divine feet? When will you flee for 
refuge to the Saviour who has waited for you so 
long, and whose holy Name has been brought before 
you so frequently and so lovingly? Let not Satan 
deceive you any longer. Resolutely refuse his "to
morrow", and get right with God "to-day". 

"TO-MORROW", he promised his conscience, 
"To-morrow", I mean to believe; 

"To-morrow'', I'll think as I ought to; 
"To-morrow", the Saviour receive; 

"To-morrow" I'll conquer the habits 
That hold me from heaven away, 

But ever his conscience repeated; 
One word, and one only-"TO-DA Y". 

"To-morrow, to-morrow, to-morrow" 
Thus day after day it went on: 

"To-morrow, to-morrow, to-morrow", 
Till youth like a vision was gone. 
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Till age and his passion had written 

The· message of fate on his brow, 

And forth from the shadows came death, 

·with the pitiless syllable "NOW".

PAPER XVI. 

WHY DO MULTITUDES MISS THE RIGHT 
WAY? 

\VHENEVER a prudent man thinks of going to a 
foreig� country with the object of making his home 
there, he will make himself acquainted with its 
people and its prospects, besides, he will make ample 
preparation for the journey, and also make himself 
acquainted with the best way of getting thereto. 

Now, when contemplating our future. destiny in 
the world to come, it is easy to· forget that we are 
already on our journey which reaches far beyond 
death and the grave, and our destination will be with 
the redeemed people of God in heaven1y glory, or 
with the lost in the outer darkness of hopeless 
despair. 

"We are creatures born for eternity, creatures 
that will never go out of existence. Millions of ages, 
as numerous as the sand upon the shore, ai:id the 
drops of the ocean, and the· leaves of the fores ts on 
the globe, will not shorten the duration of our being; 
eternity, vast eternity, is before us. Every day is 
bringing us nearer to everlasting torments, or ever
lasting happiness. It is therefore a matter for serious 
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thought that we may die any moment, and are as 
near to heaven or to hell as we are to death!" 

"Dr. Kidd was a Scottish minister of some 
eminence, and very eccentric. One of his parish
ioners said, 'I was busy in my shop when, in the 
midst of my work, in stepped the Doctor. 'Did you 
expect me?' was his abrupt inquiry, without waiting 
for a salutation. 'No,' was -�Y reply. 'What if I 
had been death?' he asked; when at once he stepped 
out as abruptly as when he �ame, and was gone 
be£ ore I knew it. What a question ! What a thought 
for every one of us. Does not death come to most, 
if not all, as unexpected as this? It is therefore a 
matter of supreme importance to make sure that we 
are on the right way." 

There are many ways that look all right, and 
commend themselves to clever men, but God has 
warned us in His Word, "That the god of this 
world (Satan) hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of 
Christ, who· is the_ image of God, should shine unto 
them" (2 Cor. 4. 4). Thus thousands who are de
ceived by the great enemy declare that if they are 
sincere in their belief, and live up to it, they will 
be all right at last. But sincerity on a wrong road 
won't help one to reach the right destination. A 
man who is sincerely mistaken as to the course he 
is pursuing is unlikely to change it until he is con
viric_ed that he is on the wrong way, when, as a rule, 
it is then too late! 

"I don't believe in your w�y." So said a respect-
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able-looking old gentleman to a Christian who had 
taken a handful of tracts and- gone out to visit and 
speak of Jesus, and to invite the people to come to 
hear the story of His matchless love to us sinners. 
He says, on knocking at one door, my old gentleman 
friend appeared. I asked him quietly if he would 
accept a tract. He said, "No, I don't believe in your 
way." I said, "No, I don't believe in my own way. 
I did believe in 1ny own way for the first twenty 
years of my life, and I'll tell you what my own way 
was. I was brought up by Christian parents, went 
regularly to church from my childhood, and joined 
the church wh�n I became old enough. I often read 
my Bible and said my prayers; I never did any 
harm; I always paid my way-in short, I was doing 
my best." 

"Well
.,
" said the gentleman, ''I think that wa.s a 

very goo·d way." "Yes," I replied, "I thought so too, 
but I found it was not God's way." 

The question is not what we think. "The heart is 
deceitful above all things," and the man who trusteth 
in his own heart is "a fool" (Prov. 28. 26). 

There is only one way to the Father-to heaven 
and home. You can go to London by different 
Railway tracks, and you can go to America by 
different Lines of steamers, but you can go to heaven 
only by ONE WAY-the only way that God has 
revealed in His Word. It is not a question of 
opinion; it is a matter of revelation. If God said in 
His Word that there were two ways, or six ways, 
or a dozen ways, then it would be right to believe 
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that there is 1nore than one, but the Lord Jesus 
Christ says, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me" (John 
14. 6), therefore, we repeat; there is only one way.

It is "not by works of righteousness which we
ha_ve done, but according to His mercy He saved us". 
It is not through parentage, although the parents may 
be true Christians. It _ is not through ordinances. 
Simon Magus (Acts 8. 13) was baptized, but when 
Peter and John perceived his character, Peter said 
unto him: "Thou hast neither p3:rt nor lot in this 
matter, for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 
Thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond 
of iniquity-a baptized, lost sinner!" 

It has been said concerning a Chinese convert that 
he persisted in eating pork on Friday, though when
ever questioned on the matter by the priest he 
emphatically denied it. One Friday the priest paid 
him an unexpected visit, and caught him in the very 
act. 

"Ah," he said, "now you cannot deny you eat pork 
on Friday." 

"No, £adder, me eat no pork on Friday." 
"But," said the astonished priest, "how do you 

make out that is not pork?" 
"Well, £adder," he said, "don't you remember you 

took water, you sprinkled it on me, and you said, 
'You no heathen, you Christian.' Well, £adder, me 
took water, me sprinkled it on pork, and said, you 
no pork, you fish."-(L. A. H.). 

Now, we wish to impress upon your mind this 
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momentous fact, that neither by the immersion of an 
adult, nor sprinkling of an infant, is any one made 
a child of God. 

All who are children of God became so by 
"spiritual birth" through faith in Christ Jesus (Gal. 
3. 26). The great multitude, which no man can
number, who, of all nations, kindreds, peoples, and
tongues, stand before the throne of God, have the
blood of the L�mb as their title to· be there (Rev.
7. 14). In all ages, men of all conditions, of all
religions, and of no religions, sinners with and with
out character, princes and beggars, all who have been
"BORN AGAIN"-converted to God, to live for
and serve Him on earth and dwell with Him in
heaven, came by the same way, and that way is
JESUS CHRIST. "Neither is there SALVATION
in any other_; for there is none other name under
heaven, given among men, whereby we must be
SAVED" ( Acts 4. 12).

"He that believeth on the Son hath EVERLAST-
. ING LIFE: and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him" 
(John 3. 36). "What the Scriptures mean by believing 
in Christ is not merely assenting to what you have 
heard and read about Him, but depending upon, 
relying upon, trusting in Him for something-that 
·something being the salvation of your precious soul."

"When time seems short, and death is near, 

Should I be pressed by doubts and fear, 

64 



WHY DO MULTITUDES MISS THE RIGHT WAY? 

And sin an overwhelming tide 
Assails my feet on every side, 

This thought my refuge still shall be, 

I know the Saviour died for me." 

R. M'ELHERAN.

PAPER XVII. 

DON'T PUT IT OFF. 

SIR ARTHUR BLACKWOOD, one of the best known and 
most highly esteemed Christian workers in the city 
of London, met a lady known to him, as she was 
driving in Hyde Park. Stopping the carriage, he 
entered into conversation with her and spoke to her 
about her soul's salvation. She laughed, and said, 
"I am not prepared to be a ·nun yet". As they parted, 
Mr. Blackwood said to her, "Don't put. it off." 

That night, when alone in her room ere she retired 
to rest, she recalled the conversation that she had 
with Mr. Blackwood, and wrote in her diary, 
"Stevenson Blackwood spoke to me in the Park 
to-day, and asked me to come to Jesus and give up 
the world. Told him I was not prepared to be a 
nun yet. What is the world after all but a tiresome, 
empty thing, and I am like a moth flitting round• a 
candle ! This day six months I will give my heart 
to Christ." 

Many, like Miss --, imagine that to become a 
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Christian means to bid good-bye to happiness and go 
about life with a long face. Satan never told a bigger 
lie. Many possess "religion" who have never received 
Christ as their Saviour and Lord. The lady was 
mistaken in saying that Mr. Blackwood told her to 
"give up the world". God's Word does not say that 
unbelievers are "to give up" anything, in order to 
be saved. Salvation is a free gift (Rom. 6. 23), and 
the unregenerate are exhorted to accept of it,. as 
they are, and where they are, without any qualification 
other than that they are sinners. Their need is their 
claim, and God delights to bestow redemption on the 
unworthy and undeserving. 

If Miss -- had come to Christ, if she had 
believed on Him, who loved her and gave Himself 
for her, she would have been saved from the penalty 
and thraldom of sin. 

"The world is but a tiresome, empty thing," and 
s�e was "like a moth flitting round a candle". What 
a sad confession for a worldling ! The world is 
indeed an "empty thing". How true are the words of 
Holy Writ, that "The eye is not satisfied with seeing, 
nor the ear with hearing", and "He that loveth silver 
shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth 
abundance, with increase". 

Miss -- deliberately procrastinated and entered 
in her diary a resolution th3:t she would "give her 
heart to God six months later". How did she know 
where she would be six months later? And yet 
hundreds of thousands are to-day procrastinating. 
They 4on't intend to be eternally lost, they hope that 
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they will be saved "at last" and say to the Holy 
Spirit, "Go thy way for this time, when I have a 
convenient season I will call for Thee." Three 
months elapsed. Whilst waiting to attend a ball she 
wrote, "Only three months passed! I can't stand 
these three months longer" ; and she wrote, "This 
day month l w:ill become a Christian." 

One night, as she was preparing for two balls, she 
looked over her diary and saw that twenty-nine days 
had gone, and this was the last night. She wrote, 
"To-morro,v I will send for Mr. Blackwood." That 
night as she was dancing in the ballroom she stag
gered and fell, and when picked up it was found 
that she had breathed her last. 

"How terrible," says one. "How aw£ ul," says 
another. We entirely agree. Allow me to ask, "When 
do you intend to be saved?" God's time is now.

"Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation.'' Don't delay the acceptance of 
God's great and glorious salvation one moment 
longer. The present is the only· time you are sure 
of possessing. To-morrow may be too late. Take 
warning from the fate of the Christ-neglecter we have 
written about, and remember the solemn words of 
Holy Writ, that "He that being often reproved, 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and 
that without remedy" (Prov. 29. 1). 

Will the world's pleasures last? Will they continue 
to charm all through life? Or will future days bring 
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1Jitter regret that precious moments have been wasted 
in idle f oily? When the· eye grows dim and the step 
turns slow and wearied, and the snow of life1s winter 
lies on your brow, will you tum then to the joys of 
earth? Or will a weary and empty heart utter the 
mout;nf ul complaint, "All is vanity?" 

Will it last-the world and its dazzling, yet empty, 
joys? No, it cannot. Each passing day, each hurry
ing month, each closing year, tells us it won't last. 
Like the morning dew it passeth away. Like the 
flower of the grass it withers. It cannot last. 

No so heaven's joys-they are for evermore: the 
pleasures at His right hand endure for eternity. 
Earth's pleasures lose their gloss when we think they 
must end. Heaven's joys shine with a brighter light 
as we remember they shall endure for ever. 

PAPER XVIII. 

HE MEANT WHAT HE SAID. 

"I INTEND to make a million of money, even if I go 
to H-- for it!" Such were the words that were 
spoken over seventy years ago by a land-owner in 
the west of England, at a banquet given on his 
behalf. The speaker had been left an orphan at an 

,early age, and on attaining his majority was given 
a grand dinner by his tenants arid friends. One of 
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the company, in proposing his health, expressed the 
hope that he would have long life and prosperity. 
In responding to the toast he thanked them for their 
kind wishes, and capped his speech with the words 
that have been already quoted. The gentleman, how
ever, really meant what he said. Night and day he 
worked and planned, with the result that his specu
lations and investments were pre-eminently success
ful. With wealth came friends and honours, and he 
was eventually chosen to represent in Parliament one 
of the divisions of the county in which he resided. 
�ut, with a.JI his possessions, he was far from being 
happy. 

By and by the "M.P." became suddenly and 
se-riously ill. Medical aid was summoned. The 
physician observed that the case was serious, and 
asked for a consultation with another practitioner. 
The sick man was told that his illness might 
terminate fatally, -and he was advised to settle his 
business affairs. The following Thursday was fixeq 
upon for this, and the patient appeared most anxious 
that his life should be .prolonged till then. 

"Doctor, I'll give you £ 100," said he, "if you will 
keep me alive till Thursday." 

He was assured that all would be done for him 
that medical skiU could accomplish. Next day he 
said he would give him £1000 if he were successful. 
The doctor replied as he did on the previous 
occasion. This, however, did not satisfy him, and 
he swore dread£ ully. Soon after this an old servant 
who was in attendance rushed out of the room, say-
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ing: "I could bear to hear my poor master curse 
and swear, but I cannot remain with him while 
speaking as he does now. He says he has seen a 
dreadful creature who has come to take him away." 

The relations, on entering the- sick-chamber, saw 
that death had preceded them, and had carried off 
its victim, leaving nothing but the clay tenement. 

On his estate being wound up, it was found that 
he had made exactly a million of money. 

"How sad!" says one. Yes, indeed, it was very 
sad and solemn. Many are hotly pursuing wealth. 
They have no idea of becoming millionaires, but they 
are determined to "make money". They have an 
ambition to "die rich". And what then? They will 
be compelled to leave their wealth behind. After 
death comes the judgment, and after the judgment 
a lost eternity. 

Oh ! reader, ponder the words of the Lord Jesus : 
"Seek 'first' the kingdom of God." Don't be con
cerned about. trying to become rich. Get the great 
question of your soul's salvation settled. If you were 
to become as rich as a Rothschild or a Vanderbilt, and 
lose your soul, what a calamity �at would be! "For 
what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?" 

A.M.
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PAPER XIX. 

OUR ETERNAL WELFARE. 

"THERE is no truth in what these preachers say about 
eternity. I do not believe in a future." Such was the 
proud boast of a fashionable worldly lady to her 
Christian maid, who had ventured to speak to her 
about her eternal welfare. She was a favourite of 
society, and had moved in a gay and pleasure-seeking 
circle all her days, but at the comparatively early age 
of fifty-six she was somewhat suddenly called away 
from the scene of her gaieties. 

Early in March, 1895, she complained of feeling 
unwell, but insisted on fulfilling her theatre engage
ment at an afternoon performance. She went, and 
that night was taken ill. It was Tuesday, but she 
refused to see a doctor until Thursday. When· he 
came he said, "It is only influenza, but IT 1s TOO

LATE. She has gone too far." 
Soon after she sank into unconsciousness, and 

remained thus for two or three days. Suddenly 
emerging from that state, she turned to one by her 
side, and said, "I wish everybody in the house to 
come into my room." A few minutes found doctor, 
son and daughter, brother and servants round her 
bed. Drawing herself up, she said in hushed tonest

"I wanted to see you all together, and to tell you 
I have never before believed in a future, but I do 
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now. I have had an awful vision, and have been told 
I am entering upon my first week in Hell." 

The doctor raised his hand as though to check her, 
but with those awful words upon her lips she 
breathed her last, and was gone-but where? 

Such is the true, unvarnished, solemn account of 
the close of the life of this lover of pleasure. The 
shock· of this God-given vision collapsed her infidel 
opinions, and woke her to the fact that ETERNITY 
is a stem reality, and that HELL lies at the end of 
the slipper.y, downward path of the ple_asure-hunting, 
sin-loving, Christ-rejecting worldling. How true are 
the words of the Psalm, "His breath goeth forth, 
he retumeth to his earth; in that day his thoughts 
perish" (Psa. 146. 4). 

Scoffing scepticism and callous indifference are 
very short-lived. Fifty-six years sufficed to span 
sin's pleasure for this poor lady, but only eternity 
can measure sin's wages. 

A few short sentences can sum up the life and 
death of such an one, but what tongue can utter, 
what pen describe 

"The horrors that roll o'er the godless soul 

Waked up from its death-like sleep, 

Of all hope bereft and to judgment left, 

For ever to wail and to weep." 
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PAPER XX. 

MISDIRECTED. 

DURING a heavy snowstorm in Canada a lady was 
1naking a journey by -train. With her was her baby, 

held in her arms. She wanted to alight at a certain 
place, but the thick snow prevented her seeing the 
names of the stations. Her mind was set at rest, 
however, when a fellow-passenger kindly promised to 
see that she got out at the right place. By-and-by, 
as the train stopped, the gentleman said, "This is 
your station," and helped her to alight. 

The train went on and soon stopped again. "What 
station is this?" asked the gentleman. ·On being told, 
he exclaimed: "Why, I thought the last time we 
stopped it was at this station. Alas, I have set that 
poor woman and her child down by the railroad 
track far from any station. Whatever will become 
of them?" Next day the lady· and her little baby 
were found in the snow,· both quite dead. They had 
perished thr.ough being misdirected. 

There are thousands of people perishing through 
being misdirected. I do not refer only to the heathen, 
who follow the directions ·of their priests and base 
their hopes of a happy hereafter on the vain sacri
fices that they bring to their idols. There are only 
too many in so-called Christian lands who are mis-
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directing their fellow-sinners. It is not that in every 
case they intend to deceive. The gentleman of our 
story certainly had no such intention. He was sincere 
in his desire to help. It is the same with many of 
those whom we have in mind. 

Here is one who sets his followers on a round of 
penance and prayer, of course attended by payments 
of money. Another tells those who listen to him that 
if only they reform, and sincerely try to live good 
lives, it will surely be all right with them. Another 
boldly declares that since God is a God of mercy, 
men need not think of the future at all ; God will see 
that they come out right by-and-by. 

Now we are responsible for what we hear and 
what we believe. If we believe a lie we are our
selves to blame. Our sincerity will no more save us 
from the consequences of a mistake than did the 
sincerity of the woman who· was found dead in the 
snow. Our Lord Jesus Christ spoke of blind leaders 
of the blind, and declared that both ( not the leaders 
only) fall into the ditch. Each one of us is 
responsible to see that he believes the truth, and 
nothing but the truth. 

But how can �we make sure that what we believe 
is the truth? Only in one way. God has enshrined 
His truth in a wonder£ ul message to men. The Book 
that we call the Bible tells us what this message is. 
It tells us that nothing that we can do will merit, or 
wen help to merit, salvation. It declares : "To Him 
(Christ) give all the prophets witness, that through 
His Name whosoever believe th in Him shall receive 
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renuss1on of sins." Again: "Through this Man ·is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; and by 
Him all that believe are justified from all things" 
(Acts 10. 43; 13. 38, 39). 

H. p. BARD»..

PAPER XXI. 

GOD'S MESSAGE TO ME. 

IT was not in the excitement of a great awakening, 
or amid the ritual of some venerable religious build
ing, that I first learned my ruin before God, and the 
way of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ alone ; but 
while walking on the public road near the busy city 
in which I live. I picked up a tract which had been 
laid on a seat by the wayside, and as I read it God 
spoke through it to my heart. I had been religious 
all my life, but my religion was all in the way of 
gaining merit wherewith to appear before God. It 
was what I had been taught, and I received it with
out examination. I had a Bible, but seldom read it. 
When I did, it was only as a duty, not to learn my 
relation to God and the way of His salvation. The 
message on that tract set me thinking. It told lhat 
the way· to be saved was not by working, not by 
praying, but by believing on Another, by resting and 
reposing on the Lord Jesus Christ. I was convinced 

75 



HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY? 

that God's way of salvation was by faith in Jesus 
Christ, and not by works of mine. I trusted my soul 
to Him, relying upon His merits, His power alone 
to save, and I proved in my experience the truth of 
the words, '�Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved." 

PAPER XXII. 

"THREE MONTHS TO LIVE." 

AN amazing letter appeared in the Daily Mail some 
little time ago, entitled, "Three months to live". The 
writer, a man in his forties, had just been to a 
specialist and received his death sentence. 

"There is such a thing as Nature's miracle, but I 
do not advise you to rely upon such a remote pos
sibility. Of course, we are not infallible; but as you 
have demanded to know all, I will tell you that I 
do not think that you have more than three or four 
months to Jive." These were the words of the 
eminent physician. 

The. writer continued : "And my feelings? Well, 
it may seem strange, but after months and months 
of waiting and doubt, there came almost a feeling 
of relief. I knew the worst. I had some three 
months' grace in which I could put my affairs in 
order before passing into the Great Unknown. 11 
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With resolute courage and wonder£ ul spirit he 
continued : "I shall carry on · with my work just as 
I have done; but I shall probably extract more 
pleasure from the little things of life. than I have 
done in the past." Then he closed thus : "Well . . . 
I shall know, I expect, before long." 

The most indifferent reader of that morning paper 
sat up and stared, then began to think thoughts 
which had not been entertained for many years
thoughts of God, of the brevity of life, of eternity. 

The most startling and most poignant part of the 
whole letter is this-The poor man was in utter 

ignorance as to his futur.e destiny. His reckoning 
only went as far as the grave. Oh, the pathos of it ! 
To think of the millions to-day even in so-called 
Christian lands, who are as dark as night when it 
comes to the greatest and most vital matters of the 
soul's salvation. Let us therefore learn something 
from this startling letter. 

TIME IS SHORT. A little more than forty years 
had passed and gone, and now it seemed as a dream. 
Job could say, "My days are swifter than a weaver's 
shuttle." Moses could write, "We spend our years 
as .a tale that is told." James compares our life to 
"a vapour that appeareth, and then vanisheth away". 
Your time, too, like the sands in the glass, will S(?on 
run out and what then? 

OPPORTUNITY IS PASSING. A little season 
of grace was given him to get ready. The opportunity 
was afforded of getting right with God ; yet he never 
even mentions His Name. The life-line of salvation 

7'1 



HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY? 

is being thrown to you, dear reader. The reading 
of this book is perhaps your opportunity of grace! 

.ETERNITY IS COMING. A little way ahead, 
and then the Great Beyond; to meet God in your 
sins and be judged for your rejection of His Son, 
your neglect of His salvation, or to be ushered into 
the Father's house with all its eternal joys, as a 
forgiven sinner, saved through· precious blood. Which 
is it to be? Eternal weal or eternal woe? Christ and 
eternal salvation, or your sins, your pleasures, and 
eternal separation and doom? Yes, Eternity draws 
near. Let it stamp itself into the very soul, until you 
are aroused as to your danger, alarmed as to your 
need, and led to true faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
W

h

ile time lasts, opportunity lingers and eternity 
still lies ahead, grasp the life-line of the Gospel. 

The work of the Lord Jesus Christ is the grand 
basis of salvation-not in prayers, ordinance, or 
human works of any kind, since all men are sinful 
in heart and practice (Rom. 3 .. 23). On the solitary 
vasis of the Saviour's work rest your weary soul, 
and you, too, will rejoice in eternal life and eternal 
glory. 

G. A. N. 
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PAPER XXIII. 

"TAKE CARE OF.YOUR SOUL." 

DR. F. E. CLARKE states, that he has it on excellent 
authority that the. Rt. -Hon. W. E. Gladstone, when 
on his death-bed, in bidding farewell to Lord Rose
berry, solemnly said to him : "ROSEBERRY, TAKE CARE 
OF YOUR SOUL." Surely this was excellent advice from 
the dying statesman to his friend and political col
league. 

It is a wonder that any person needs such an 
exhortation. One would naturally expect that, seeing 
the soul is infinitely more valuable than the body, 
every one would diligently attend to its welfare. And 
yet, alas! few, comparativ�ly speaking, are concerned 
about their soul's salvation. One would imagine from 
the way that people act and talk that they had no 
soul, and that the world was all that was worth 
living .for. The world's pleasures and cares, business 
and politics, amusements and recreations, are the 
general subjects of conversation. Such themes are 
spoken of with interest and enthusiasm, but when 
the soul's relation to God and eternity is introduced, 
there is a dead silence, or an effort made to change 
the subject of conversation. ,The Lord Jesus asked 
the momentous question : "What is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul?" (Matt. 16. 26). What will it profit you, oh, 
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fellow-traveller to eternity, though you become a 

millionaire, a Member of Parliament, a Prime 
Minister, a Professor, or be classed among the great 
and mighty of the earth, if your soul is lost? 

In eternity you will see that there is no "profit" 
whatsoever : that it is all loss and no gain. None 
but Christ can satisfy the cravings of your immortal 
spirit, and none but Christ can remove your load of 
Sln. 

"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His right
eousness." "First things first." In this world you 
may be poor, despised and forsaken, but if you are 
saved and satisfied with Christ as your portion, you 
will be happier than the rich and great who know 
not Him. The Lord Jesus is coming to take His 
people to be with Himself, and all who are unsaved 
will be left behind for judgment. His own words 
are: "Surely I come quickly." Are you certain that 
you are prepared to meet Him? If not, what an 
awful thought that you and your Christian friends 
and relations will be eternally separated ! You will 
ceaselessly blame yourself for your folly and madness 
in despising God's provision for your deepest need. 

ALEX. MARSHALL. 

"What will you do without Him, 
When death is drawing near? 

Without His love-the only love 
That casts out every fear; 

When the shadow valley opens, 
Unlighted and unknown, 

And the terrors of its darkness 
Must be passed alone? 
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"What will you do without Him, 
When He hath shut the door, 

And you are left outside, because 

You would not come before? 
When it is no use knocking, 

No use to stand and wa'it; 
For the Word of doom tolls through your heart, 

That terrible, 'TOO LATE'." 

PAPER XXIV. 

"GOLD THAT PERISHETH." 

IN the year 1896 there was a great rush to Klondyke 
in the Yukon Territory, Canada. Gold. had been dis
covered, and with feverish ha�te, born with the 
desire to "get rich quick", thousands left their com
£ ortable homes to trek over the mountains to "peg 
their claims". Alas, many never reached the gold 
field: the privations which they had to endure on 
the way being too much. for them, and they died. 
Oth:ers who reached it were disappointed, while a 
few amassed little fortunes. 

People are very apt to put a wrong value on gold. 
Success in Iif e is measured by the banking account. 
God's Word says concerning gold that it "perisheth" 
( 1 Pet. 1. 7), that it cannot purchase salvation, for 
that is "without money and without price" (Isa. 55. 
1). Reader, should you amass a million pounds, and 
die "without Christ", you die "without hope". I 
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would far rather live a pauper, and have salvation, 
and be buried in a pauper's grave, than live in 
luxury without Christ and be interred in a splendid 
sepulchre. 

A rich man died, "What dig. he leave?'' was the 
question one person asked another. "Why," was the 
reply, "he left all." NoT a penny did he take with 
him. God does not say that it is wrong to be rich, 
no, but when money and the love of it stands in the 
way of a person's salvation, then it is blight and not 
a blessing. 

It is said that Alexander the Great, who conquered 
the known world of his time, wept because he had 
no more left to conquer. He was unsatisfied. And 
more, it is recorded of him that he made a strange 
wish before he died. "Bury me," said he, "with my 
hands outside the coffin." Why such a request? He 
wanted to emphasise the great and unalterable fact 
that he carried nothing out. That's one of the things 
God's Word says we cannot do-take riches with us 
when we die. "For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out" 
(1 Tim. 6. 7). But, hearken, there is something 
which can follow us after we die. "What is it?" 
you ask. Our sins! If these have not been cleansed 
by the precious blood of the slain Lamb, we shall 
meet them all again at God's Great White Throne. 
He knows every secret sin as well as the open ones. 
In John, chapter 4., the Lord Jesus met a woman of 
Samaria at J acob'·s well. He revealed and exposed 
her siM. 
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"Come, see a man," she said, "which told me all 
things ever I did ; is not this the Christ?" 

Yes, Sinner friend, this is indeed the Messiah, 
"Who came to seek and to save that which was lost" 
(Luke 19. 10). "Be it known unto you therefore 
... that through this Man is preached unto you for
giveness of sins: And by Him all that believe are 
justified from all things, from which ye could not 
be justified by the law of Moses. Beware therefore, 
lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in the 
prophets: Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and 
perish, for I work a work in your days, a work 
which ye shall in no 'Wise believe, t-hough a man de

clare it unto you" (Acts 13. 38-41). 
Don't forget, gold is not the only riches men seek 

after. Some try to be rich toward God in "good 
works"; others in "good deeds". That is if no value 
in God's sight if it is not preceded with an accept
ance of Christ as your personal Saviour. You can 
work from now till your dying day, but if you have 
not yielded to the claims of Jesus Christ, it will avail 
you nothing. "Not of works, lest any man should 
boast" (Eph. 2. 9). Receive Him now by FAITH, 
and enter into the enjoyment of the true riches which 
money cannot buy. Many a poor Christian can sing 
with thank£ ul heart : 

What though the world its gifts deny, 
I've riches more than gold can buy, 
I have tre�surcs above the sky; 

Oh, bless the Lord, I've Jesus. 

J. T. MAWSON. 
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PAPER XXV._ 

THEY EXACTLY SUITED HIS CASE. 

WEARY and sorely troubled, a wealthy city merchant 
walked alone in Hyde Park, Lo_ndon,. on a Sunday 
afternoon. It was not_ business or family cares that 
weighed him down ; his. business was prosperous, his 
family was healthy and h�ppy, yet_ an unaccountable 
gloom hung over him. Thoughts of the world beyond 
the grave had been awakened in his mind by the 
sudden death of one whom he had known intimately 
from boyhood, and who had from the midst of a 
flourishing �nd lucra�ive busines_s been cut off _and 
ushered into ete�ity. They had spent many of their 
spare hours together in their club, and now he was 
gone. In his last moments o.f consciousness, he had 
expressed himself as havirig "gained the world, but 
lost the life beyond". That word haunted tp.e worldly 
man. What if he should <lo the same? Sitting on a 
seat in the Park, brooding over the past and trying 
to think of the gloomy future, the merchant was 
awakened from his reverie, by the well-known voice 
of a gentleman whom he had known in earlier years, 
a lawyer, who with his wife was standing a few 
yards back from where he sat. Their eyes met, and 
after a few inquiries after each other's health they 
walked along together under the shade of the trees. 

"We are just going along here to an open-air 
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service, which is held for an hour under the trees, 
and. shall be very pleased if you will accompany us, 
Mr. S · ," sa_id · the gentleman. 

The i�vttation was so unexpected· that he scarce 
knew what to reply, but out of courtesy t_o his 
friend of former years he walked along with him 
and his wife. Under a wide-spreading tree a preacher 
stood with uncovered head preaching to a large 
crowd made ·up of all classes, not a few having the 
appearance of being well-to-do people. He felt a 
littfe uneasy at first, but before many minutes, the 
subject of discourse was so occupyJng his thoughts 
that he forgot his surroundings, and attentively 
listened to the Word of life. 

The preacher was contrasting the life that now is 
with that which is to come, showing the immeasur
able importance of Eternity; and the necessity of 

• . 
I 

being ready to· enter it. 
"What will �our gold, your business, or good name 

profit you years hence, w�en you · stand amid the 
realities of the eternal world?" sai'd the preacher in 
earnest tones. "If you live and die without Christ, 
and without salvation, you .will be poor enough in 
eternity." 

These words went· a·s an arrow from God to the 
merchant's conscience. They exactly suited his case. 
For time, he had all that his heart could wish; for 
eternity, nothing. 

When the address was finished, he walked away, 
accompanied by th� lawyer and his wife, who were 
both Christians and active workers in the Master's 
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service in their own quiet sphere, which was chiefly 
that of speaking a word to the anxious at the close 
of that open-air service in the Park. Wisely, the 
subject of a personal salvation was referred to, and 
tenderly the need of it was pressed ho1ne upon the 
merchant's soul. There was µo _need to deepen con
viction on that point; it was there already, but how 
to possess it was now the great question, for with 
all his refinement and education, he, like thous�nds 
more in this enlightened land, knew Qot God's simple 
'Yay of salvation. Simply a�d earnestly did the 
Christian lawyer set before him the way of life, 
when his devoted wife raised her heart in prayer 
that the entrance of God's Word might give life and 
light. And so it did, for: ere th_ey parted at the gate 
that night, the city merchant had laid hold of the 
words of John 3. 16-the resting-place of many a 
troubled soul, and there in Christ, the love-gift of 
God to a world of sinners, he found eternal life and 
rest for his weary soul. Nor did he seek to conceal 
it or hide his light, but confessed the Lord Jesus, 
and £or many years he has lived to serve Him, and 
to guide others to Jesus, the sinner's Saviour. 

Reader, have you found rest to your soul in the 
Lord Jesus, or are you still without Him? 

J. R.
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PAPER XXVI. 

WHERE WILL YOU LIVE? 

You have a history which is speedily drawing to a 
close. You are travelling across the sands of time 
and you cannot stop. You are making fotr eternity 
as fast as time can urge you on. Let me ask, does it 
trouble you? 

A man lay dying. His will, in which were· special 

instructions as to the disposal of his house, had been 
read over to him. The whole was settled and the 
man seemed satisfied, when one of his daughters 
inquired, "When you leave this house, Father, where 
do you intend to live? 

A very natural question. But would you believe it, 
though his earthly house had been a source of 
anxiety to the dying man, his abode for eternity ha� 
not cost him any serious thought. Strange indeed is 
such folly as. this. Well might the God of infinite 
wisdom address such an one in those withering 
words: "THOU FOOL". 

Such folly seems to be fashionable. Man, people 
banish all thought of eternity from their minds and 
live as though the death of a dog was to be theirs. 
Surely this is not wise. It is supreme folly to cross 
the frontier of time into a boundless, never-ending 
eternity without home or shelter. 

Have you got this momentous question settled? 
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Or is it to be shelved until it is too late to settle it? 
Oh ! Christless soul, the sins and disappointments of 
time may give place to the fire of hell and the wailing 
of the lost sooner than you expect. CONSIDER YOUR

POSITION. Gaze into the future, and recall the past; 
think of your guilty history and the dismal, homeless, 
eternal solitude which is before the Christ-rejecter, 
and let not another hour pass without securing a 
home in yonder tila�sions fair, above the sky� They 
the open for you. The blood of J e.sus has opened 
their gates to sinners. He suffered the darkness and 
woe of Calvary that. all who are washed in His blood 
might rejoice in the sunlight of God's everlasting 
favour. 

The work is done, and that home is secured for 
all those who, as guilty sinners, flee to Christ for 
salvation. 

Would you know where this Saviour is? Acts 13. 
30 supplies the answer: "GOD RAISED HIM FROM THE

DEAD." There is a Man ( the Man Christ Jesus), in 
resurrection life and glory, and fitness for heaven 
is · not to be obtained by improving yourself and 
mending your ways or by anything else that you 
can do, but by faith in that living Person. T�is alone 
saves. His blood will give you a perfect title to 
glory. 

J. T. M.
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PAPER XXVII. 

"-THE NEXT GREATEST EVENT.' 

IN Hebrews 9. 24-28, we get three appearings of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The first of these took place 
almost twenty centuries ago, when "He appeared to 
put away sin by the sacrifice· of Himself". This is 
unquestionably the gre�test event in human history, 
as set forth in the opening article in this little volume. 

The secon_d appearing tells of the present work in 
which our blessed Lord is engaged on behalf of His 
people. As our Great High Priest and Advocate He 
now appears in the pre�ence of God for us. 

·The third appearing is still. future, and is that �or
which His waiting people then looked, and for which 
they look still. 

"For though awhile J::Ie be 
Hid from the eyes of men, 

His people look to see 
Their Great High Priest again. 

In brightest glory He will come, 
And take His waiting people �ome." 

This appearing is THE NEXT GREATEST 
EVENT in God's dealings with men in grace-the 
coming again of our Lord .Jesus Christ for His 
people. This has been the hope ·of the Church 
throughout her entire history. 

There is nothing more clearly taught in Scripture 
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than this blessed truth of our Lord's return, and the 
immediate rapture of the saints. Let us notice a few 
of the great facts plainly taught in Scripture relative 
to this great coming event. 

(1) WHO IS COMING? No room is left here
for speculation or conjecture. The inspired Apostle 
tells us that it is "The Lord Himself" ( 1 Thess. 
4. 16). How exceedingly precious are these words!
Nothing else could be so comforting to our hearts
as the blessed assurance that He who shed His
blood to make us all His own is coming for us
HIMSELF. Had He sent twelve legions of angels
to meet us, and, to escort us to our heavenly home,
that would have been a signal honour conferred upon
us, but ah ! it would not have so met the longings of
our hearts as just to know that the One who, through
His infinite love, has won our hearts-the One whom
our souls adore-is coming to meet us HIMSELF !
What a meeting!

"Oh! the blessed joy of meeting, 
All the desert past! 

Oh! the wondrous words of greeting 

He shall speak at last! 

It is utterly beyond all conception, the joy and 
delight that, will flood and fill, to overflowing, every 
h� in that vast throng, as, every eye fastened upon 
Him, we are ravished with His glory and beauty and 
gr�e. Our souls are thrilled even now as we con
template this grand and glori.ous event so soon to be 
real�ed. 
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(2) WHO IS HE COMING FOR? "They that
�re Christ's at His coming" (1 Cor. 15. 23). "I will 
come again. and receive you unto myself; that where 
I am, there ye may be also", were words of comfort 
spoken by the Lord to His disciples (John 14. 3). 
H;e is con:iing for His own redeemed, blood-b9ught 
people. 

Readet, are you included in the number? Are you 
saved? Do you know Christ as your own personal 
Saviour? Have you been "born again"? These are 
questions you should face ; for only those who can 
answer them in the affirmative belong to Christ; and 
if you do not belong to Him, then you have neither 
part nor lot in this matter. You are· not one of the 
waiting company for whom the Lord is coming; and 
were He to come to-day, you would be left behind! 

( 3) WHEI;'J' IS HE COMING? "Of that day and
hour knoweth no man" (Mark 13. 32). Had some 
taken heed to these plain words they would have 
escaped the f oily of vainly speculating, and appoint
ing dates for the Lord's advent. We are on safe 
giound, however, when we give ear to His own 
words in the closing chapter of the Bible, where the 
t�rice-repeated announcement of His coming is made 
in these words : "Behold, I come quickly." If 4.uickly 
th�n, how much more quickly now? Yes, we are 
fully persuaded that tbis great event will take place 
v�r)1 soon. The very things the Scriptures have fore
told should take plac;e in these last days are occurring 
before our eyes q.ow. 

91 



HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY? 

Reader, He may come, this very day. Are you 
ready? Can you heartily respond, "Even so; come 
Lord- Jesus"? 

(4) WHAT WILL TAKE PLACE WHEN HE
COMES? "The Lord shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and . 

with the trump of God ; and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first ; then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the <;louds, to 
meet the Lord in the air ; and so shall we ever be 
wiili. the Lord" (1 rhess. 4. 16, -17). "We shall not. 
aH sleep, but we shall �11 be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump, for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed" ( 1 Cor. 15. 
51, 52). These are the plain and unambiguous words 
of Scripture touching the order of events at our 
Lord's return. The signal shout, accompanied by the 
voice of the archangel and with the trump of God ; 
this is the first thing to take place; without the 
slightest indication that anything unusual is about to 
transpire; without any signs irt the sun or moon. It 
may be at the dead of night, or in the broad glare 
of noonday, when, with awful suddenne�s, the sum
moning shout shall ring through earth and air and 
sky and sea. In response to this shout, with incon
ceivable rapidity, those whose bodies are asleep in 
the dust, ·will be quickened into life, with soul and 
body re-united and together, with the living believers, 
suddenly changed, shall be caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air, and all this, mark you, "in a 
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moment, in the twinkling of an eye" ! What a 
glorious prospect ! 

"Oh joy! Oh delight! should we go without dying! 
No sickness, no sadness, no dread and no crying! 
Caught up through the clouds with the Lord into Glory, 

When Jesus receives His own." 

T. CAMPBELL.
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