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PREFACE 

The purpose of this volume is to endeavor to stir up 

an interest in two neglected books of the Old Testament. 

While there is so much of Christ in every chapter of 

them, many Christians are blind to the beauties therein. 

If, as we read, we pray, "Open thou mine eyes, that I 

may behold wondrous things out of Thy law," our souls 

will be thrilled with the things which the Holy Spirit will 

show unto ;us. 

We are reminded of a story told of the great naturalist, 

John Burroughs. He was visiting a lovely home over

looking the Hudson, and while sitting on the verandah 
his hostess complained of the scarcity of bird-life in the 

neighborhood. "What!" said her guest: "Scarcity! I 
have counted at least twelve varieties within the half-hour 
I have been sitting here." "It seems impossible," said 

the lady; "I have not seen one." "Ah," replied the great 
bird-lover, "you must have the bird in your heart to see 

it with your eye!" 
And if Christ is dwelling in our hearts by faith we 

shall have no difficulty in seeing Him pictured in Boaz 

and in the Song of Songs. 

Ruth belongs to the historical books, and the Song to 

the poetic volumes, but both form an integral part of the 

Holy Scriptures, of which it is written: "All Scripture is 

given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right

eousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works" ( 2 Tim. 3: 16, 17). When 

the Lord Jesus walked with the two disciples on their 
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way to Emmaus He began at Moses and the prophets, 

expounding to them in al,l th.e Scriptures the things con
cerning Himself. How He would illumine those two 
books when He showed that He was the true Boaz, the 
Kinsman-Redeemer, and the Heavenly Bridegroom. 

In printing these addresses I am acceding to the re
quest of many of my friends who have heard them and 
desire to have them in book form. They are largely as 
delivered. 

It is hoped that critics may show them some of the 
grace which Boaz manifested to Ruth. May those who 
discover faults take that cloak which Paul left at Troas 
and throw it over them, for, "Love covereth a multitude 
of sins." -JOHN WATT.

411 E. Lancaster Ave., Wayne, Pa., U. S. A. 
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RUTH 



CHAPTER ONE 

R
UTH is one of the most fascinating books 

in the Bible. It is brief, but like other 
short books in the Scriptures, it is intense

ly sweet. If the Song of Solomon is full of love, 
Ruth is full of grace. I ts place in the Scriptures 
is noticeable, set as it is between Judges and the 
first book of Samuel.· In Judges we have the 
breakdown of things in the hands of the nation 
of Israel, and it e�ds with apostasy, as shown by 
the idolatry of the tribe of Dan. Corruption is 
seen at its height in the incident of the Levite's 
concubine; and in the dancing • at Shiloh we see 
the ways of the world having a place where holi
ness should have been maintained. We have the 
kingdom set up in the first book of Samuel, and 
between these two books we find Ruth, which re
minds us very forcibly of this day of grace, when 
Israel is set aside and God is gathering out (as 
He did then) the outcasts of the Gentiles and 
giving them abundant plessiilg. This is just be
fore the kingdom is set up in power. 

We could not imagine a sweeter story of grace 
than we have here. Ruth, a Moabitess, is brought 
f.rom far-off Moab into the land of God's purpose
and allowed to share the great privileges of God's
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people. She becomes the wife of Boaz, the lord 

of the harvest. If Israel has been set aside to

day, "the blessing of God has come upon the 

Gentiles, that we should receive the promise of 

the Spirit, through faith." 

There are two books in the Old Testament in

scribed with the names of women-Ruth and 

Esther. In the book of Ruth we have a woman 

of Moab united in marriage to Boaz of the house 

of David, the tribe of Judah, of the city of Beth

lehem-a Jew and a Gentile united together. She 

comes in at the time of the Passover, which speaks 

of the death of Christ, goes on into the barley 

harvest, which is typical of the resurrection of 

Christ, and she gleans until the wheat harvest-

Pentecost. In Esther we have a Hebrew woman 

married to a Gentile monarch, lifted from her 

low estate to be his companion on his throne. 

It might be profitable to point out that in the 

first chapter of Ruth we have the famine . in 

Bethlehem-judah. Elimelech, his wife, and their 

two sons go down to Moab to escape the discipline 

of God. God cuts off Elimelech and his two sons. 

Naomi hears good news concerning God's mercy 

to His people in the land of Judah. When she 

leaves for home, her sons' widows, Orpah and 

Ruth, go with her for some distance, but on the 

borders of their land Orpah turns back while 

Ruth goes on. 

In chapter two we meet with Boaz, a mighty 
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man of wealth who has fields. He .shows grace 

to Ruth, who· is given a place at his table and fed 

from his own hand. ·

In chapter three she comes to his feet, puts in 

her claim, and has it allowed. She gets six meas

ures of barley in her veil. 

In chapter four he buys the field, the property 

uf Elimelech and · his heirs, and Ruth with it; 

makes her his wife and displays her to the elders 

at the gate of the city. 

The book of Judges ends with no king in 

Israel, and every man doing that which was right 

in his own eyes. The book of Ruth ends with the 

name of David, God's anointed King. God must 

bring in His King, for He must reign and bring 

everything into subjection. Where there is no 

king, there is lawlessness, and this brings d�wn 

the hand of God in judgment, for God can never 

allow His people to go on in such a condition. 

Because they are His people He· must deal with 

them for their sin. 

It is the same today. If we do not submit to 

Christ as Lord and come under His sway, similar 

conditions may be expected. God must have His 

people under the sway of Christ, with a single 

eye for His glory. When we please ourselves and 

ref use the rule of Christ, famine is sure to come. 

There can be no spiritual food where such condi

tions are. The Lord must have His place, and 

He is very jealous about the affections of His own 
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people. Things may seem right outwardly, as 
th�y - were- here. The tabernacle was there, with 
the priesthood in attendance, yet the people were 
far away in heart from their God. 

It was God who called for a famine because of 
His people's departure from Him. He called for 
a drought in Elijah's day and the heavens were 
shut up for three years-and-a-half. This was sent
to punish them for their sin, and in order, also, 
that they might judge themselves and turn to 
God in confession. God also called for a famine 
in the days of Joseph: "He brake the whole staff 
of bread . . He sent a man before them, even 
Joseph". (Ps. 105: 16, 17). Thus He drove the sons 
of Jacob to Egypt for food, and used this to bring 
h.ome to .them their sin.

Abraham was faced with a similar situation
when he came into the land to which God had 
called him, and turned aside to evade the famine 
and reached Egypt. Satan suggested to him that 
this was a simple way out of a difficult situation, 
and by doing this he would escape the famine. 
Abraham could not get beyond the reach of the 
governmental hand of God, for God had His eye 
upon him and would not allow him to make his 
home in E_gypt and settle down in comfort there. 
God plagued the house of Pharaoh to get Abra
ham out of Egypt. In a later day He plagued the 
land of Egypt to get the children of Israel from 
under the power of another Pharaoh. 
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Two men ,vere faced with the same famine. 
How differently they act! Boaz goes through the 
famine with God and learns God's mind. Elime
lech finds the test too much for him and turns to 
the land of Moab, which became, for him, a land 
of. death. 

Elimelech took his wife and two sons with him 
down to Moab. Abraham took Lot with him to 
Egypt and gave him a taste for it which he 
never seems to have lost, for when he saw the 
well-watered plains of Jordan they seemed to him 
"like the land of Egypt." As no man liveth unto 
himself, Elimelech influences his own family in 
the wrong path and takes them on a path dis
pleasing to God. So we are an influence for good 
or bad, and must watch every step. 

It would seem, from the names Elimelech gave 
his sons, that there was decline long before he 

. ' 

took the first step on the road down to Moab. The 
meaning of their names are "sick" and "pining," 
and decline was inward before an outward step 
was taken. There is always an inward decline 
before the outward departure. There should have 
been the holding to the position in which God 
had placed them, for if God had placed them in 
the land of Bethlehem-j udah He was able to keep 
them there, and sustain them. all through the time 
of famine. So too Abraham should not have left 
the land to which God had called him. We must 
never leave any position in which God has placed 
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us, or give up divine territory because difficulties 

arise. 
Elimelech and his family go down to Moab, 

leaving their God-given possessions. They pass 
over the Jordan, which the children of Israel 
crossed when they passed over into their inheri
tance which lay on the other side of Jordan from 
the land of Moab. They go to sojourn for 
awhile, but continued there for some years; in
deed, for Elimelech and his sons it was for 
their remaining lifetimes. So Lot started on his 
way to Sodom by simply pitching his tent towards 

. 

. 

Sodom. He did not intend to settle down there, 
but, step by step, he moves towards that wick�d 
city until he occupies the place at the gate. For 
Naomi that stay was ten long years of sorrow. 
They went down. to Moab for the time being, while 
the famine was on, just to get out of the trouble, 
but continued there. Many, to evade conditions 
which arise amongst the people of God, as the 
result of departure from Him, leave the position 
in which God has placed them and find themselves 
eventually in what answers today for Moab. In
stead of only visiting there, they become settlers, 
and cannot recover themselves. 

Abraham goes to Egypt, Lot to Sodom, Elime
lech to Moab. Egypt sets before us the world of 
pleasure with its learning and independence of 
God. Sodom is the world in its lust and debased 
taste. Babylon is the religious world, but Moab 
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is that enchanted land which is neither Egypt nor 

Babylon. It was there the two-and-a-half tribes 

settled down and linked themselves with the 

daughters of Moab, thus bringing down God's 

hand in judgment upon them. It is the land of 

ease, where so many of the people of God settl9 
down and get their families married for social 
position. The indictments which God brings 
against Moab in J er_emiah 48 : 11, set forth its 
characteristics: "Moab hath been at ease from his 
youth up, and hath settled on his lees, and hath 
not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither 
hath he gone into captivity: therefore his taste 
remained in him, and his scent is not changed." 

Elimelech's name means, "My God is king," but 
he puts himself under a heathen king and allows 
him to rule over him. If he would not submit 
himself to the dealings of God with His own 
people in the land of Bethlehem-judah, he must 

feel God's hand upon him in Moab. We cannot 
. 

run away from God. Elimelech was head of his 

household and had led them in the wrong way. 

Now God in His governmental ways cut him off. 

God often takes a man a way ( 1 Cor. 5 : 2) . God 
called Moses home. He called Aaron home. Here 

he takes Elimelech away. 

The sons took to themselves wives of the 

daughters of Moab. God had distinctly for bidden 

this in His Word (Exodus 34: 16; Deut. 3: 4; 

Ezra 9: 11, 12; 2 Cor. 6: 14-18). The people of 
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God could not inter-marry with the nations; be
cause they were His they must marry only those 
who were the Lord's. If they would make unholy 
alliances, God would punish them for their dis
obedience to His command. If they would sow 

to the wind, they would reap the whirlwind. God 
came down in judgment upon them and cut them 
off for the unequal yokes they entered into. 

Do you think that God is less particular today? 
He distinctly for bids those who are His to form 
links with the world in such alliances, which can
not have the smile of God upon them. How can 
light and darkness agree? God cut those . young 
men off because they had disobeyed His commands 
as to alliances with the daughters of Moab. He 
had warned them that He would do so, but they 
took no heed, and God did not fail to carry out 
His word (Deut. 7: 4). 

After ten years of famine in Bethlehem-judah 
there is an abundant harvest ; God blessed His 
people in giving them bread. A great change 
must have come over the· people of God in that 
land; they must have judged themselves and 
turned to their God in humble confession. God 
would not have poured out such blessing unless 
they had repented and turned to Him. 

When this piece of good news reached Naomi, 
it set her in movement towards the land she had 
left. The strokes that God laid upon her had not 
moved her. It was the good news from a far 
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country concerning God's giving to His people 

that touched her heart. It was the thought of 

the bread in the father's house that set the prodi

gal's face homeward. Naomi now rises from the 

land of Moab to gp back to Bethlehem-judah. 

Her two daughters-in-law go with her. Look 

at those three lonely widows. There is Naomi, 

who was of the land ·of Bethlehem-j udah, one of 

the people of God, but a backslider who has been 

away from God and His people for ten years. 

She has suffered greatly under the rod of God ; 
she has lost her husband and her two sons. She 

is tired of the land of Moab and of such unsuit
able surroundings. She is in the wrong place, 
and the first step in the right direction is to get 
clear of the land of Moab which had been to her 
a land of bitterness. 

If this should be read by one who has wan
dered from the path pleasing to God, and for years 
has been reaping the fruit of his own way, but 

would like to get back to God, let this assure you 

that the way of retur;n is open, and God is ready 

to welcome you directly you turn your face to

wards Him. 

The two young widows were daughters of 

Moab, who had a bad beginning. Being the 
product of Lot's sin, his descendants could not 

enter into the congregation of the Lord until 
the tenth generation. They were aliens from 

the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from 
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the covenants of promise. Both young women 
were appare�tly ready to leave the land of their 
fathers with its gods and its sin. They journeyed 
with Naomi until she applies a severe test to them. 
She puts the whole situation before them, tells 
them that she has nothing to off er them, and there 
would be no prospects for the future. She puts 
before them the two countries, and they must 
make a choice. If they are mindful, they can re
turn to the country from whence they came (Heb. 
11 : 15) ; and Naomi presses .them to return to 
their own country. Orpah, who seems to be 
marked by emotion, kisses her mother-in-law, bids 
her farewell, and returns to her country, her peo
ple, and her gods. She disappears from the pages 
of history and is lost in the land of Moab. Even 
though her feelings were deeply moved, the tears 
flowed, her heart was touched, she goes back. 
Many others similarly have been impressed and 
moved to tears, but have never severed their con
nection with Moab. Orpah's words were right 
words, for she said, "Surely we will return with 
thee unto thy people." She does not mention 
Naomi's God, as Ruth did. All the time Orpah 
was travelling with them, Moab was in her heart, 
if Bethlehem-judah were in her eye. 

Ruth had listened to all that Naomi had said. 
She was promised nothing but trials, and even the 
woman she was following was a broken-down 
saint, suffering under God's hand, but Ruth could 
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not .be turned aside; she clave unto her rnother

in-law � Just as Barnabas exhorted the young 

church at Antioch "to cleave unto the Lord· with 

purpose of heart," so this devoted young woman 

clave unto Naomi with purpose of heart. She 

turned towards the God of Israel from her idols 

determined to serve Him only. 

Think of Ruth's decision. She gave up her 

father a�d mother, her country, and her gods, to 

follow Naomi in a path which seemed to be a fool

ish one for a young woman like herself. It had 

nothing to offer. It had trials. It was lonely. 

But she chose Naomi, and her path must be de

termined by Naomi's path. The path of Ittai the 

Gittite was determined by that of David, whether 

it was in life or death. The path of Elisha was 

determined by that of Elijah, even if it led 

through the Jordan. For Ruth to have the com

pany of Naomi she must tread the same path and 

submit her will to that of Naomi. We have 

chosen the Lord Jesus and our path must be de

termined by His. To have His company we must 

break all our worldly links. If we do not make 

headway in this path, we may be sure there is a 

hindrance somewhere. 

Ruth also chose a dwelling-place, for she says, 

"Where thou lodgest, I will lodge." Their home 

was in Bethlehem-j udah, on the other side of 

Jordan, and all the places on the way were lodg

ing-places. So with us; this is not o.ur home. Our 
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home is not on earth but in heaven, and we are 
strangers and pilgrims here. All the places on 
our homeward way are but lodging-places. 

Ruth also makes the choice of association. 
Orpah went back to her people and her gods. Ruth 
breaks with her people and her gods, and casts 
in her lot with God's people. She says to Naomi, 
"Thy people shall be my people." God has chosen 
us to be companions of the risen Christ. We 
could never have made that choice of association 
with the risen Christ, but we must make choice 
of our company here, and be like the early dis
ciples who, when they were let go after imprison
ment, went to their own company. Another said, 
"I am a companion of all them that fear Thee." 

It did not matter to Ruth where the path might 
lead, for she was willing to follow Naomi even 
if it led into death. Her devotion to Naomi could 
not have a stronger test than that. She could say 
fr�m her heart's depths, "Where thou diest, will 
I die, and there will I be buried." Are we ready 
to accept death and burial with Christ? The 
soul that has become attached to Christ bids fare
well to the· world and accepts death and burial 
with Christ (Rom. 6 : 4 ; Col. 2 : 12) . 

When Naomi saw how steadfastly-minded Ruth 
was, she left off speaking to her. Because Elisha 
was steadfastly-minded to go with Elijah, the 
sons of the prophets could not persuade him to 
turn back, nor could the difficulties of the way 
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make him faint-hearted. The early disciples of 

Christ we.re marked by being steadfast. "They 

continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine, in 

fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 

prayers" ( Acts 2 : 42) . 

Naomi and Ruth went on together until they 

came to Bethlehem. As Abraham had to return 

to the point of departure, so must Naomi. It has 

often been said that the point of departure is the 

point of recovery. Naomi goes back over all the 

ground she had given up, until she gets back to 

Bethlehem. What thoughts must have filled her 

heart as she went back over the path that Elime

lech, her husband, and her two sons had travelled 

on their way down to Moab with her! They had 

been cut off by God, and she spared in His good

ness. In all this we can behold "the goodness 

and severity of God"-the severity of God in cut

ting them off and the goodness of God in leaving 

Naomi. 

"All the city of Bethlehem was moved about 

them." It had been moved when Samuel went 

there to anoint David to be king in place of Saul. 

It was moved again when the Saviour was born. 

On this occasion it is moved when the wanderer 

returns. They were glad to see Naomi and to 

welcome her back amongst them. There should 

always be joy amongst the people of God when a 

wanderer returns. There is joy in the presence 

of the angels over a sinner repenting, and surely 
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there should be joy on earth in keeping with the 
joy in heaven. 

As they look at her and see the great change 
that has come over Naomi during her ten years 
in the land of Moab, they wonder if she can be 
the same person. She is now broken and hum
bled, her former pride is gone, and as they look 
at her they say, "Is this N·aomi ?" Think of ·the 
Samson who could rend a lion as a kid, who could 
break the new cords that bound him, and lift the 
gates of Gaza and carry them right up before 
Hebron, but when God departed from him he was 
weak as other m�n. At the end of his life blinded, 
led by a lad, used to grind for the Philistines, 
look at him and ask, "Is this Samson?" 

Naomi had lost her husband and her two sons 
and was stripped of all, save her name, and she 
was ready to let that go, for she had come to the 
point where she could say, "Call me not Naomi, 
call me Mara." The name seems to be the last 
thing we let go; we cling to that as long as we 
can. You remember how Jacob let his wives, 
children, and cattle go on ahead of him, but kept 
himself back (Gen. 32). The angel, while wr-est
ling with him that night, asked him what his 
name was. He confessed his name was Jacob. 
Over twenty years before he told his father a lie, 
saying his name was Esau. He now admits it is 
Jacob. Then the angel informs him it shall be 
no more Jacob, but Israel. 
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In her bitterness Naomi asks to be called no 

longer Naomi (pleasant), but Mara (bitter). 
She has learned through her failure, and can nO"w 
be a help to others. When Peter was converted he 

could strengthen his brethren. So can this chasten

ed soul be helpful amongst the Lord's people. She 
can say, "The Almighty hath dealt very bitterly 

with me." She did not wish to have dealings 
with the Almighty, but He dealt_ with her because 
she was His own child. And if we are His, He 
must deal with us. We cannot get away from 
Him, and if He has to deal with us, His dealings 
may be very bitter. 

She confesses, "I went out full." She takes the 
blame upon herself. She did not blame her hus
band, her sons, the famine, nor the people of 
God. How often, when we wander, we blame 
others and matters which may have arisen, in
stead of judging ourselves. 

She "went out full"-· full of her own impor
tance, full of self-will, full of determination to 
have her own way; but she gave the Lord credit 

for her recovery: "The Lord hath brought me 
home again"-"emp�y," it is true, but she was 
home! "I did all the wandering, He did all the 
bringing back, and had I been left to myself I 
should never have returned. He brought me 
home, and to Him is an the glory, for 'He re
storeth my soul'." 

"He brought her home." Moab was never 
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home to her, though she was there for ten long 
years. The Lord stirred up her nest. Then He 

bro�e it up, saying, "This is not your rest." Her 

home ·could only be where the Lord's people were, 

and when she got back she felt the warmth of 

home t;here. How many have tried to feel at 

home in the land of Moab, but they cannot settle, 

although they try. Why? Because "a day in 

Thy courts is better than a thousand." 

When she did come home she was empty, 

though she went out full. When Absalom came 

back he did not come back broken and empty, but 

full and unbr9ke.n, and very soon he sought a 
place and dethroned his own father. When a 
wanderer returns empty, God can use such an 
one; for a full person may work havoc, while 
an emptied person can be a real help, since there 
is room then for God to work. 

They came back to the right place and at the 

right time, "The beginning of barley harvest." 
This was in spring-time, for the barley is the 

first grain that ripens (Exod. 9: 31, 32). Har

vest-time was always a season of great joy and 
of spiritual importance in the Scriptures, and 

Naomi and Ruth would be there to share the joys 

of the harvest with the people of Go�. 

In the feasts mentioned in Lev. 23, we see that 
the Passover was the beginning of things, for it 
speaks of the death of Christ, both for our sins 
and to deliver us from the world (1 Cor. 5). The 
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feast of the firstfruits follows. The command 

was to bring a sheaf of the firstf ruits of the 

harvest unto the priest to be waved before the 

Lord for their acceptance. This feast very defi .. 

nitely foreshadowed the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus from the dead. Is He nQt spoken of as the 

firstfruits of the harvest? (1 Cor. 15: 20). And 

are we not accepted? We stand accepted in Him� 

But the firstfruits intimate that there are more 

to follow, and that the whole harvest will be 

brought in. So Naomi and Ruth came in at this 

time, to share with the people of God their season 

of joy. 

Christ is raised from the dead, we are accepted 

in Him, and all the blessings that God causes to 

flow through the risen Christ are for an His 

saints. Let us enter into them and enjoy them 

to the full. 



CHAPTER TWO 

I
N this chapter we are introduced to Boaz who 

was kinsman to .Elimelech and a · mighty 
man of wealth. As lord of the harvest he is 

a beautiful type of the Lord Jesus, who spoke 
of Himself as "The Lord of the Harvest." The 
meaning of Boaz' name is, "In Him is strength." 
The Lord Jesus was the Stronger than Satan who 
overcame him, taking from him his armor and 
spoiling his goods. Think of the wealth He has 
g?,ined in this conflict with Satan, the enemy! 
Think of the power that has been put in the 
hands of the Lord Jesus ! He is also the admin
ister of the bounty of Heaven. 

The word "kinsman," so frequently used in the 
book of Ruth, is translated elsewhere, "Re
deemer," a word which intimates what was the 
kinsman's service. He had the right and the 
power to redeem his brother and his brother's 
inheritance lest it pass into the hands of a stran
ger. Did we not lose everything by the fall, and 
all right to an earthly inheritance? We also 
came under the power of Satan and under the 
sentence of death, and needed one who could 
redeem us. He must be one who had the right 
as well as the power to redeem. No one else 
could by any means redeem his brother or take 
up our case. 
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The Lord Jesus is the great Redeemer, the one 

of whom Boaz was a type. He came into Man

hood to redeem by purchase and by power. He 

has redeemed us by His own blood now, and we 

await the time when He will exercise His power, 

taking up the whole inheritance. 

Boaz was lord. The field was his field, and 

all there came under his lordship. He was evi

dently a good master, and his service was a pleas

ant one; those who served in his _field were con

tent and happy in his service. So our Lord Jesus 
is Lord of all those who are in His kingdom. They 
have bowed to His Lordship and find joy in His 
service, for His yoke is easy and His burden is 

light. 

Ruth is a beautiful picture of a young Chris

tian. The first desire of her heart seems to be 

for food, and as the only way is to become a 

gleaner, she turns to the harvest-field in expect

ancy. There was food there, but she must glean it 

for herself. It was not sufficient to make a right 

decision, to leave her country and her gods; she 

needs food to sustain her in this new path that 

she has taken up. And, dear young Christian, 

you must turn to the field of the Lord for food. 

You must take the place of a gleaner and when 

you come in amongst the people of God, come 

looking for food. She turns to Naomi, for she 

did not want to take a wrong step, but seeks aid 

from one who had years of experience, and could 
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now be a help to her. It is a good thing to seek 
guidance from those who have known the Lord 
and have experience of His ways. We must "re
member our leaders who have spoken unto us the 
Word of the Lord." She did not go until Naomi 
said to her, "Go, my daughter." She longed to
glean ears of corn after the reapers had -taken 
their harvest. God delights to feed His own with 
corn. In the wilderness He fed the children of 
Israel with the corn of heaven, and when over the 
Jordan they were fed with the old corn of the 
land. If we are to be strong spiritually today, 
it can only be as we glean the ears of corn. 

Ruth came in � humble spirit and was ready 
to take the lowest place in the field, and rejoiced 
in the grace that allowed her to come into such 
a favored place. · When we �ome amongst the 
people of God in a like spirit we will find food 
and grace. It ought to fill our souls with joy 
that grace has brought us into such a place of 
favor. 

"Her hap was to light on a part of the field 
belonging to Boaz." This may have looked like 
an accident, but it was not so. The Lord had His 
eye upon her, and was causing things to work 
for her good. Ruth was· not conscious of this. 
Little did she think that the Lord was watching, 
and that Heaven was interested in her. How 
often in our experience there have been what we 
considered "chance" happenings, but now we can 
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look back and see the Lord's interest in us, and 
how. He made everything to work together for 

our good, for there are no accidents in His ways 

with us. 
Boaz comes from Bethlehem to see how the 

harvest is progressing for, as lord of the harvest, 

he is interested in his field and his workers. He 
delights to visit them and they are glad to have 

his presence with them in the field. He comes to 

them with the blessing of the Lord upon his lips, 
and they answer him in a similar way. Jehovah 
is no stranger to them. They all know the Lord 
from the least to the greatest. So the Lord Jesus, 
our "Lord of the Harvest," delights to visit His 
own today, and He brings blessing with Him. His 
name should be on our lips, and this would pre
serve us from things unsuitable to our tongues. 

In the field of Boaz there is the servant who is 
set over the reapers. He is mentioned twice, but 
his name is not given. Three men in the Old 
Testament, all of whom are types of the Holy 
Spirit, are nameless. The first one is Abraham's 
servant who was sent to win a bride for Isaac 
and to conduct her across the desert to him (Gen. 
24). Then there is the man with the i:neasuring 
line who conducted Ezekiel into the river until the 
waters carried him off his feet (Ezek. 47). The 
third is this servant of Boaz who has charge of 

the workers in the field, and looks after the inter
ests of Boaz. So the. Holy Spirit is here today to 
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look after the interests of Christ. It is He 

who is in control in the Assembly. He divides 

to every man severally as He wills (1 Cor. 12). 

His voice is also heard saying, "Separate :Me 

Barnabas and !S'aul for the work whereunto I 

have called them" (Acts 13: 2). 

There was unity and variety at the reaping

time in the field of Boaz, and the one to give to 

every man his work would be the servant set 

over the reapers. Each would have work allot

ted to him and be under the guidance and control 

of this man. The gleaner could not do the work 

of the reaper, nor the young men the work of the 

maidens. Each had his allotted task, and each 

was responsible to the servant set over them all. 

In the Assembly each has his own appointed 

work, and no one can do the work of another. 

Each has his part given to him by the Holy 

Spirit, for each is responsible to see that what 

is given him to do is done in a way that will 

meet with His approval. 

In this field of Boaz there were gleaners, like 

Ruth, who have lately come into the field from 

the world. There are also reapers, who have been 

in the field for some time and have experience, 

and know what to bring in and what to leave out. 

The young men were strong, and able to protect 

Ruth, and to draw water for their thirsty weaker 

fellow-workers. The maidens would speak of 

those who had affection fo.r Boaz and his reapers. 
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And are there not similar classes in the family 

of God today? John could speak of "fathers, 

young men, and babes." There are also different 

workers in the field of the "Lord of the Harvest" 

today. Some, like Ruth, are just commencing to 

glean, looking for food. Others have been in the 

field for some time and are now more skilled than 

the gleaners. They are grounded in the truth 

and understand what is pleasing to the Lord. 

The young men are strong; the Word of God is 

abiding in them; they have been weaned from 

the things of this world. The maidens have great 

affection for Christ, and have kept themselves 

unspotted from the world. 

When Boaz came into his field he said to the 

servant set over the reapers, "Whose damsel is 

this?" The servant is able to tell Boaz who this 

Moabitish stranger is. He knew her history, and 

was able to give to Boaz a true account of her 

since the time she came to Bethlehem-j udah with 

Naomi. If someone were to ask us such a ques

tion concerning one young in the faith, could we 

give an account as those who watch for their 

souls? Do we know their soul's history? Have 

we shown shepherd-care for them? 

Ruth diligently gleaned in the field and· then 

rested a little in the house. There needs to be 

gleaning, but with it the resting-time must not 

be overlooked. When the disciples returned to 

the Lord and told Him all that they had done, He 
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took them aside into a quiet uninhabited place 
that they might rest awhile. They needed to be 
rested and emptied of self. The living creatures 
of Ezekiel�s vision, although active in service, did 
not forget to let down their wings to rest (Ezek. 
1: 24). We must never be·too busy to rest in the 
house; that is the place for rest, while the field 

is for service. 
Boaz speaks to Ruth and calls her daughter. 

He looks at her now as being in relationship with 
him, as being in his family, and with all the priv
ileges of the family open to her. Behold, what 
manner of love he has bestowed upon her that 
she should be called his daughter. And to think 
that we who were at one time outcasts, are now 
brought into the _family of God and graced with 
the Spirit of His Son, is love beyond compare. 
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us that we should be called the . 
children of God" ( 1 John 8 : 1) . 

Boaz said to Ruth, "Go not to glean in another 
field, neither go from here, but abide here fast 
by my maidens." He encourages her to continue 

gleaning in his field, and to keep in company with 
his maidens. It was easy to get beyond his 
domains, and if she were not careful she might 
find herself in bad company. Other fields might 
look attractive and have much to offer, but they 
were not-as safe and secure as the place to which 
she had been guided. Our Lord has encouraged 
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us to glean in His field, and keep in company 

with His workers. To go beyond His allotted 

place is to get into the world where you get 

your garments spotted and bring in things which 

are harmful. When Elisha told his servant to 

put on the great pot to seethe pottage for the 

sons of the prophets, one went out into the field 

and brought in a lap full of wild gourds and shred 

them in the pottage and poisoned the food for 

the people (2 Kings 4: 38-41). There were men 

in the church at Colosse who went out into the 

field and brought in philosophy, Judaism, and the 

things of the world, when all that they needed 

was to be found in Christ, "For in Him dwelleth 

all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." They had 

all they needed in Him. 

You must seek the company of the maidens 

of the Lord's household. You must beware of 

ungodly associations, and choose companions who 

can help you. David could say, "I am a com

panion of all them that fear Thee, and keep Thy 

precepts" (Ps. 119: 63). 

But Boaz goes further, "When thou art athirst, 

go to the vessels and drink of that which the 

young men have drawn." The young men, 

charged to protect Ruth, and to draw water for 

refreshment, would set forth those who were 

strong and Who had the Word of God dwelling 

in them. They were able to give the protection 

needed and also provide refreshment. David 
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knew this clear spring, for he sighed and said, 

"Oh, that one would give me drink of the water 

of the well of Bethlehem !" . There were three 

mighty men who broke through the ranks of the 

Philistines and drew this water for their beloved 

leader. 

There are those who can draw water out of 

the wells of salvation and give to the people of 

God a sweet refreshing ministry, but they must 

put it into vessels so that the saints can drink it. 

The deep things of God must be made available 

to suit their capacity. It means labor and per

haps years of hard toil for the servant to learn to 

draw the water, and then it must be put in suit

able vessels. Timothy was a young man who could 

both draw water and put it into vessels for the 

saints to drink. How much they were refreshed 

by his ministry ! 

"Then she fell on her face and bowed herself 

to the ground, and said unto him, Why have I 

found grace in thine eyes that thou shouldest 

take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger?" 

Such grace bows her in the dust. When Mephibo

sheth was shown the kindness of God by David, 

he said, "What is thy servant that thou shouldest 

look upon such a dead dog as I am?" (2 Sam. 9: 

8). When Boaz called Ruth his daughter and 

made her taste the exceeding riches of his grace, 

it recalls her natural condition. She speaks of 

herself as "a stranger," for the law .shut out a 



RUTH 2: 10-13 35 

Moabite from the congregation of the Lord (Deut. 
23: 3-6). But grace had wrought for her and 
brought her into favor, and now she is filled with 
praise for such grace. And were we not shut 
out from all blessings? But grace has brought 
us in, and now our souls should be filled with 
praises to the God of all grace (Eph. 2). 

It had been fully shown unto Boaz an that this 
woman of faith had given up on the line of 
nature, and how she had come and put her trust 
under the wings of the God of Israel. But if 
she had given up much, how much more she had 
gained by it ! If one gives up houses, lands, 
father, mother,. for the sake of Christ, they find 
all those now amongst the people of God, and in 
the world to come, life everlasting. A full re
ward would be given to her, not by man, not even 
by Boaz, but by the Lord God of Israel, for He 
values all we have given up for ij:im (Rev. 2: 22; 
Matt. 25: 20; Rev. 22: 12; Luke 22: 29). Ruth 
had put her trust under the "wings of the Lord 
God of Israel." If she had left the shelter of 
Moab, she was not without protection. Those 
wings speak to us of the Lord's sheltering care 
for His own, and His feathers intimate the 
warmth we experience. As Boaz spoke to her 
heart, the Lord delights to speak to His own, and 
would give us heart ministry today. A conscience 
ministry may be needed at times, but the saints 
always need their hearts comforted and encour-
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aged. When the Lord spoke to the two on their 
way to Emmaus, it made their hearts burn within 
them. 

"And Boaz said unto her, At meal time come 
thou hither and eat of the bread and dip thy 
morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the 
reapers: and he reached her parched corn and 
she did eat, and was sufficed, and left." 

He now brings her near to himself and gives 
her a place of privilege where she can eat bread 
and dip her morsel in the vinegar. Has the Lord 
Jesus not brought us into a near place to Him
self and given us the privilege of eating the bread 
and drinking the cup? Ruth can sit in company 
with Boaz and his reapers, and enjoy this favor 
to the full. And can we not sit down to partake 
of the "Lord's Supper," in the near place into 
which we have been brought with all His own, 
and fully enjoy this privilege too? "He reached 
her parched corn." This is corn that has- passed 
through the fire. The Lord Jesus has passed 
through the ·fire of God's judgment, but is now 
in heavenly glory. He is the food for His people. 
The manna was for the wilderness ; the old corn 
is food for the land. 

Then Boaz gives orders that some "handfuls 
are to be let fall of purpose for her." This special 
mark of his favor could be found only in his field. 
The parched corn was handed to her by Boaz; 
the handfuls were dropped by his servants for 
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her. There is food which is given to you by the 
blessed Lord. Then there are those handfuls 

that He has caused His servants to drop for you. 

You wonder why that word was given to ·you. 

How did the servant know you needed such a 

word? Well, he was in the mind of the Lord, and 
He who knew your needs caused the servant to 
drop that which would be a help to you. 

"She gleaned until evening." She does not 

cease her toil until the end of the day. She com

menced the day well and ended it well, still· glean
ing. ''The diligent soul shall be made fat." 

":She beat out what she had gleaned." There 

must be the beating out after gleaning. "The 
slothful man roasteth not that which he took in 
hunting." He caught, but never roasted what he 
caught, never made it his own. When we get 
food from God, revelations of His thoughts, we 
must make them our own. 

If we hunt and roast we shall be able to give 

to others, and Ruth can now mini�ter to her 
mother-in-law. The reason we have nothing to 
give is because we have not made things our own. 
We must take in to give out, and if it has not 

been taken in, it cannot come out. "A scribe can 

bring out of his treasure things new and old." 

Her mother-in-law asked an important question 

when Ruth went home with her abundance. 

"Where hast thou gleaned today? And where 
wroughtest thou?" She gleaned with a man called 
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Boaz. If that question were raised with us, 

"Where hast thou gleaned today?" could we 

truthfully say, "I gleaned with a Man called 

Jesus"? The early disciples were known as men 

-who had been with Jesus. If we have gleaned

with the Man, we shall come out like Him. Had

Mary been asked the question, "Where hast thou

gleaned today?" she could have said, "I gleaned

with a Man called Jesus."

Naomi encouraged Ruth to keep in the com

pany of Boaz' maidens and not to go into other 

fields. She was well advised to do so. Keep away 

from the company of the world and do not love 

it or its things. And so Ruth kept on until the end. 

She started with the barley-harvest, and went on 

until the wheat-harvest, with the end in view. 

Then, the day of service over, she could look for

ward to the reward of the God of Israel. We too 

should have the end in view, and seek to earn the 

"Well done, thou good and· faithful servant." 



CHAPTERS THREE and FOUR 

I
N chapter 3 we leave the field of Boaz for his 

threshing-floor. Ruth has sought food in the 

field, and has been fed by his hand ; she next 

seeks rest at his feast. In his field she has had 

many blessings; now she gets beyond the bless

ings to the blesser himself. In chapter 2. she is 

spoken of as sheltering under the wings of the 

God of Israel ; here she is under the protection 

of Boaz. 

When Ruth left the land of Moab with Orpah, 

Naomi advised them each to go back and seek rest 

in the house of her husband. Now she tells Ruth 

that true rest could be found only in union with 

Boaz, the lord of the harvest. Nothing but the 

possession of the object of the heart's affection 

can give satisfaction and rest. Love will not be 

satisfied with gifts, but with the giver. The lord 

of the harvest is far greater than the gleanings 

of the harvest-field. So it is not blessings that 

can satisfy the heart of the saints, but Christ. 

It is a great moment when we realize that Christ 

is more to us than blessings, and when the truth 

of union with Christ dawns on our spirits. 

The steps that led up to Ruth's union with Boaz 

are well worthy of careful consideration. Naomi 

and Ruth were in a difficult situation. Naomi 
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had come back from the land of Moab stripped 

of all that she had, and with her natural pro

tectors, husband and sons, all gone, is at the 

point when the family inheritance must be sold. 

This was no light matter among the Israelites 

who had received their land from God Himself. 

Naboth so valued his family inheritance that he 

would die rather than sell it to King Ahab ; and 

special mention and provision was made for the 

daughters of Zelophehad pecause of the value 

they set upon their inheritance (Num. 27, 36). 

In her poverty, Naomi is f orc�d to sell the 

parcel of land which belonged to EHmelech ( chap. 

4: 3). There was a law in Israel- that if an 

estate were sold or taken for debt, at the end of 

fifty years it reverted back to the original owner 

or his heirs. This was called the year of jubilee. 

"The land shall not be sold for ever." It could 

be bought back or redeemed by any of the family 

or their relatives before that time (see Lev. 25: 

23-28) . Being forced to sell her land, Naomi

hoped that one of her kinsmen would buy -or

redeem it; and as Boaz was a man of wealth and

one of her near kinsmen, her eyes were towards

him in hope that he would do so for her.

But another matter was involved in an this. It 

was the law that if a man died childless his near

est male relative, or "brother," was bound to 

marry his widow, and the first-born of such a 

union was called after ·the deceased, so that his 
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name did not perish in Israel (see Deut. 25: 5-10). 

The kinsman who redeemed the land must also 

marry Mahlon's widow and raise up seed to the 

dead. Naomi knew the law of the land, and in

structs Ruth what to do and how to approach 

Boaz, the kinsman who was down at the thresh
ing-floor. She must go down there to put in her 

claim, for she has a rightful claim upon Boaz. 

Have we not a claim upon the Lord Jesus? He 
came down into Manhood, as the Kinsman, in 

order that we might be made His own; 
Boaz, the lord of the harvest, was winnowing 

barley that evening. The Lord Jesus, the true 
Lord of the Harvest, is winnowing barley today. 
He is coming forth as a Judge in the coming day. 
Then His fan shall be in His hand to purge His 
floor, to gather the wheat into His barn and burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire. Today He 
deals with the barley, to remove the husk and 
leave the grain. We need this winnowing, and 

He thus deals with us. 
Ruth, to meet her lord, must make herself 

ready. She must wash herself. There must be 

no dust of the earth or stain upon her when she 

meets her lord. The Lord Jesus in the upper 

room took a basin and towel to wash His dis

ciples' feet. They could not have part with Him 

unless they had their feet washed. The Lord 

serves the Church today, sanctifies and cleanses 

her by the washing of water by the Word. 
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Ruth must anoint herself by pouring fragrant 

oil upon her head. We have the Holy Spirit as 

the anointing today, but we need to learn what 

it is to come under the power of the anointing, 

that we may. carry its fragrance wherever we 

go. Solomon speaks of the smell of such oint

ments of the bride as better than all spices 

(1Song 4: 10).

She must put on raiment. She must lay aside 

the weeds of her widowhood and put on beautiful 

garments. We are likewise exhorted to "put on 

the Lord Jesus;" to "put on therefore, as the elect 

of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kind

ness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffer

ing." Beautiful raiment indeed in the eyes of 

Him who delights in such adornment. 

Naomi said to Ruth, "Make not thyself known 

unto the man until he shall have done eating and 

drinking." She had to wait until the work he 

had to do was finished, and he was free to con

sider her claims. 

Is it not John in his Gospel who speaks of the 

Lord Jesus eating and drinking? He could say, 

"I have meat to eat that ye know not of." Then 

He could also say, "My meat is to do the will of 

Him that sent Me, and finish His work." He could 

also say to Peter, "The cup which my Father 

hath given Me to drink, shall I not drink it?" 

Naomi said also unto Ruth, "When he lieth 

down thou shalt mark the place where he shall 
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lie." The Lord Jesus lay in the tomb. Mary 

found, when she came there on the morning of 

resurrection, that the grave-clothes were there 

but the Lord was gone. There were two angels 

sitting, the one at the head and the other at the 

foot where the body of Jesus had lain. And Mary 

wept because she knew not where they had laid 

her Lord. 

When the work of Boaz was finished his heart 

was merry, for he had reached his joy; the har

vest was now past, and on the threshing-floor was 

a great heap of corn, the fruit of that ingathering. 

The Lord Jesus has completed the work, the time 

of His ton is over, and now there is "much fruit" 

for His toil and suffering. The Lord spoke of 

Himself as the corn of wheat that fell into the 

ground and died. · Unless that death took place 

it must abide alone, but the Lord went down into 

death, and in resurrectiqn He has brought forth 

"much fruit" that gl�rifies God. 

During the night Boaz slept, for his work was 

finished. While he slept the woman comes and 

lays at his feet. The first man to sleep was 

Adam. He was alone until he slept. While he 

was asleep God took a rib from him and out of 

that rib He built a woman, and brought her to 

the man. When Adam awoke it was to have the 

woman presented to him as his companion and 

bride. It seems to be in the ways of God to 

bring the woman to the man. Eve was brought 
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to Adam; Rebecca was brought across the desert 

to Isaa·c; Abigail is brought to David. 

At midnight Boaz turned himself and found 

the woman at his feet. You remember another 

midnight scene. Samson, the Judge_ of Israel, 

was a wonderful type of Christ, even though by 

way of contrast chiefly. He was in the city of 

Gaza. His enemies compassed the city at night, 

and laid in wait for him, thinking they had him 

completely in their grasp. Samson lay until mid

night, and then arose and carried away the doors 

of the gates of the Philistine capital and their two 

posts, bar and all. He put them on his shoulders 

and carried them up to the top of the hill that is 

before Hebron. 

The Lord Jesus is a _greater than Samson. He 

lay in the grasp of death. S'atan thought he had 

Him completely in his power. He lay until mid

night, and arose then in might, and carried away 

the gates of Death and Hell. He passed all the 

hosts of unseen forces that were against Him. 

On the morning when the Lord arose from the 

dead Mary was looking for Him, wanting to 

know where they h�d taken Him. When He 

spoke to her she turned herself, for she knew her 

name. 

When Boaz awoke he said unto Ruth, "Who 

art thou?" And she answered, "I am Ruth, thine 

handmaid ; spread the ref ore thy skirt over thy 

handmaid, for thou art a near kinsman." This 
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is an Oriental scene and was quite proper in the 

"days when the Judges ruled," although it may 

seem strange to us. She indicates that she was 

willing to become his wife (see Ezek. 16: 8), and 

bases her appeal upon a remark Boaz made to 

her some time before this, at their first meeting 

in the harvest-field, when he had said to her, 

"The Lord recompense thy work, and a full re

ward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel 

under whose wings thou hast come to trust." She 

now turns to him and saysi in effect, "If I am 

under the wings of the God of Israel, then you, 

my kinsman and rest-giver, must give me the 

same place as you confess I have with God." He 

spreads his skirt over her. She was a poor widow 

from the land of Moab, yet Boaz would not spurn 

her request nor disown her claim. The Lord 

Jesus does not ref use our request no;r is He 

ashame.d .to call us His brethren. 

Boaz commends her for her life of separation 

and purity. She had kept herself unspotted from 

the world and the testimony she had in the city 

was most commendable. They knew her there as 

a virtuous woman, and the price of such a woman 

was "far above rubies." He complies with her 

request, and promises to do all that she desires 

of him. There were hindrances, but they would 

not be aUowed to prevent him helping her right

eously and truly. 

After he spread his skirt over her, she lies at 



46 Two NEGLECTED BOOKS 

his feet all night until the morning. He then in
vites her to bring her veil. She had walked in 
separation from the world and was ready to be 
in subjection to Boaz at her head. In the assem
bly (1 Cor. 11: 6, 10) the woman is veiled be

cause she declares · in a public way that she is 
under the man as her head. The angels are look

ing on and behold God's order. 
When Rebecca first saw Isaac, sh� lighted from 

her camel and put on her covering veil. When 
she gets a sight of Isaac who was to be her head, 
she puts herself out of sight. 

In the Song of Solomon we read of the bride 
losing her veil in the city ; but -she ought not to 
have been in the city and broad way, for her 
home was the valley. When in the city the watch
men who found her smote her (for they must 
keep order in the city), and took her veil away. 
She was then uncovered, which would speak to 

us of her being humbled in the eyes of others 

(Num. 5). 

Boaz pours into Ruth's veil, six measures of 

barley which he had harvested and winnowed. 

Was this not a pledge of what she would have 
when the time came for him to redeem her and 

the inheritance? This was given to her until 

the redemption of the purchased possession. And 
our blessed Lord Jesus has given us the Holy 

S'pirit as the earnest of our inheritance until the 

day of redemption arrives. The Holy Spi:rit is 



RUTH 3 : 15-18 47 

also the seal given to us until that day comes. 

Ruth gets six measures only; she cannot enter 

into the completion of things in their fullest way 

until she gets the lord of the harvest himself. 

When she is Boaz' wife she needs no more. She 

has in him. all she desires, for he is her kinsman 

and rest-giver. S'o we can never know things 

in their fulness until we reach that day when 

Christ presents us to Himself. 

When Naomi hears how well things have gone 

for Ruth at the threshing-floor, she encourages 

her, and says that Boaz will never rest until the 

work which he has begun is completed. She must 

sit still until he has finished the thing. He could 

not leave such a matter incomplete. The Lord 

Jesus sits on the Father's throne today, awaiting 
the moment when He shall finish the work He 

has begun, for He can never rest until then. 

This is true concerning His work in us. The 

apostle, writing to t;h.e saints at Philippi, could 

say, "He which hath begun a good work in you 

will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." To 

the same company he could write, "He shall 

change our bodies of humiliation, and fashion 

them like unto His own glorious body" (Phil. 

3 : 21). He has given us many precious prom

ises that the work shall be completed, and He will 

present the Church "to Himself a glorious Church, 

without spot or wrinkle, or any such· thing." 

"Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him 
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down there; and behold, the kinsman of whom 

Boaz spoke came by, unto whom he said, Ho, such 

a one! Turn aside, sit down here. And he 

turned aside and sat down. And he took ten men 

of the elders of the city and said, Sit ye down 

here. And they sat down." The scene has 

changed from the threshing-floor to the gate of 

the city. It is no longer a private scene but a 

public one. At the gate matters of concern were 

taken up and settled publicly, and it was at the 

gate of Bethlehem that this question of redemp

tion must be settled in a righteous way to the 

satisfaction of all. 

There was a kinsman who was nearer than 

Boaz. Boaz advises him of the sale of the prop

erty, that he, as the one who had the prior right, 

might have an opportunity to redeem it if he 

were so minded, but this kinsman had no love 
I • 

for Ruth and would not redeem. To do so would 

be to mar his own inheritance. He illustrates 

what the law could not do. Given long before 

Christ came, it could not redeem man. Its right

eous claims stood in the way of blessing reaching 

us. It was a ministration of death, condemning 

man to death, and could not give life. As the 

ten elders wer� witnesses to the utter inability 

of the man who had a prior claim to Boaz, to 

redeem, so the ten commandments bear witness 

to the incompetency of the law to do so. To 

show his inability to redeem the inheritance, the 
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man plucked off his shoe and gave it to Boaz. 

This shows that his refusal was unalterable. He 

deliberately confirmed it in the sight of all. 

The plucking off of the shoe is a most inter

esting study. When God spoke to Moses at the 

burning bush, he was told to take off his shoes, 

for he was standing on holy ground (Exod. 3: 5). 

This shows that man in the flesh had no standing 

in the presence of God. When Joshua was about 

to lead the people of God around Jericho, the 

angel with the drawn sword appeared to take 

charge. Joshua was told to take off his shoe. He 

had to learn that he could not lead them to vic

tory in the flesh, but only in the power of God 

(Josh. 5: 15). 

The Lord Jesus never needed to take off His 

shoe. John the Baptist said he was not worthy 

to unloose His shoe. 

This all took place at the gate of the city be

fore the ·elders, and the gathered townspeople. 

And publicly by the assembled heads of the nation 

our Lord was condemned and suffered on Calvary. 

It was there that He took up every question as 

to sin, and settled them all to the glory of God. 

He died there to redeem us from the curse of the 

law (Gal. 3: 13). He willingly paid the price to 

get the Church fQr Himself, to release her from 

her former surroundings, to be His companion 

and bride. The Lord Jesus has yet to take up 

His rights of redemption publicly. The question 
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is raised in Rev. 5, as to who has the ability to· 
take the book and open it, for it is sealed with 
seven seals. The Lord Jesus is the only one who 
can do so. When He does, they all worship Him as 
the Redeemer. He is the "Lion of the tribe of 
Judah" and can take up the inheritance. In Rev. 
19 the marriage supper of the Lamb comes and 
His wife makes herself ready. As Boaz buys the 
inheritance, -unites Ruth to himself, and publicly 
confirms it at the gate, so the Lord buys the in
heritance, unites the Church to Himself, and will 
display· her to a wondering universe. 

After Ruth is redeemed by Boaz, the elders 
bless her, and she is owned in the gate as his 
wife and companion. After the marriage supper 
of the Lamb (Rev� 19), assembled hosts give their 
blessing to the Church, and she is displayed as a 
vessel radiant with His glory. The nations who 
have blessed her walk in her light. This all sub
sists in mystery today. Then it shall be no longer 
a my�tery, but in manifestation and glory. 
· The result of the marriage is that a son is born

whose name is Obed, which means "worshipper." 
And is this not the great end that God has in 
view?-that there might be sons to worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth. 

Then Naomi's happiness is seen. Her friends 
gather round to record the Lord's goodness to her, 
though bereft of husband and sons. Her neigh
bors say a son has been born to her. She loves 
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it, she nurses it; that means, she fed it. Then 

she laid it in her bosom ; _she cherished it. This 

is what Christ does with the "Church today. He 

nourishes it, feeds it with heavenly food, cherishes 

it, tells it of His love. 

The book of Ruth opens with no king in Israel ; 

it ends with the bringing in of David, the man 

after God's own heart, who was God's anointed; 

it points ·on to "great David's greater Son," the 

Lord's Anointed, the King of kings; and the crown 

shall flourish on His head when He fills the throne. 

Were this little book omitted from the canon of 
Scripture, it would be an irreparable loss; a most 
important link would be missing between the 
judges and the kings; and in Ruth's position in 
the genealogy of our Lord, "spite of the law ex
pressly levelled to keep the Moabitess out," as an
other has said, "we find but another utterance of 
this self same story of grace which, in so many 

languages, our God so joys to tell." 





THE 

SONG OF SOLOMON 





CHAPTER ONE 

S
OLOMON, who was a preacher· of wisdom, 

wrote three books-Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
and the Song of Songs. In Proverbs we 

have moral things; in Ecclesiastes, natural 

things ; and in the Song of Songs, spiritual things. 
There is not much in this book for the man whp 
revels in doctr�ne, but the soul that delights in 
the love of Christ can find waters in which he can 
swim. It speaks to us of a Greater than Solomon, 
for S'olomon was only a type of Christ who loved 
the Church and gave Himself for it. Composed 
by Solomon, and probably devoted· to Pharaoh's 
daughter, his Gentile bride, as a simple love 
song, we have no doubt but that the hand which 
wrote it was guided by the Holy Spirit of God; 
and when the full light of the New Testament 
is focussed upon it, the wonder of its beauty is 
beyond human lips to express. 

Pharaoh's daughter is the last of the seven 
brides of Scripture who represent the C�urch; 
and that is one reason we are confident that the 
bride here may be viewed as the Church. 

In this book we have a series of visits from the 
bridegroom to the bride. He delights to come 
and visit her. At times she is waiting to receive 
him; at others he finds her asleep, and seeks to 
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arouse her by leaving tokens of his love. The 
Lord Jesus, who is the heavenly Bridegroom, 
delights ·to visit His own today. 

The Bridegroom is here presented as her Be
loved, as a King, and as a Shepherd who guides 
and feeds His flock. He is also viewed as the 
owner of a vineyard, and the keeper of an 
orchard. The bride is spoken of as his sister and 
spouse, and is likened to a lily, a rose, a company 
of horses, an orchard, a spring, a fountain, also 
as the sun, the moon, and an army with banners. 
She is further spoken of as a prince's daughter. 

There is a striking contrast between Ecclesi
astes .and this book. In the former you have dis
satisfaction; in the latter, satisfaction. In the 
one its is heartache ; in the other it is heartsease. 
In Ecclesiastes she is sick of the world, in the 
S'ong she is sick of love. In the one, the world 
cannot fill the heart ; in the other, the �eart is 
too full for the world to have a part. 

There is no mention made of sin in this book 
-that question is never raiE�ed-but there are
things which come in to hinder communion. He
.dreads anything coming in to break that slender
link, and gives warnings so that it might be
guarded and' communion remain unbroken. He
delights to tell her of his love for her, and she
revels in his love. If she loves him, it is because
he first loved her.
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This song is called "The Song pf Songs." 

Solomon spake three thousand proverbs, and his 

songs were one thousand and five. This one sur

passes all his other melodies ; it is his master

piece, a love song. That is why it has been pre

served for us-because love abides when other 

things have passed away. Love goes on into 

eternity. 

This is not the song of redemption. The chil

dren of Israel sang that triumphal song when they 

were delivered from the hand of Pharaoh and 

brought through the Red Sea. This is the song 

of communion which carried us on to the highest 

ground, where the Bride is · lost in the love of 

the Bridegroom. 

It has been said that, to sing the redemption 

song, you must have passed through the Red S'ea 

(Exod. 15) ; to sing the song to _the well, you 

must know the truth of the· brazen serpent, and 

be able to dig with your staff (Num. 21); to 

sing the song of Moses, you must have passed 

through the wilderness (Deut. 32); and to sing 

Deborah's song, you must have overcome your 

enemies (Judges 5) . 

"Let him kiss me with the kisses of his 

mouth." We have here the Bridegroom, his kiss, 

and his love. She does not mention his name, 

for she is so fully occupied with him that she 

expects everyone to know of whom she speaks. 

As on the �ount of tran�figuration the cloud shut 
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out everyone, and "they saw no man any more, 
save Jesus only" (Mark 9: 8), so here everyone 
is shut out except the Bridegroom who fills the 
vision of her soul. 

It was when the Psalmist was occupied with 
the Lord that he was lost in His love, so that he 
said, "My meditation of Him shall be sweet" 
(Ps. 104: 34). 

On the resurrection morning Mary came to the 

tomb to seek her Lord. In surprise- and dismay 
she found it empty, and ran to tell · Peter and 
John, and when they came they looked at the 
empty tomb and returned to their own homes. 
Mary lingered there, and the �ngels spoke to her 
but could -not comfort her heart. The Lord was. 
standing near her, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. She supposed Him to have been the 
gardener. Then He said unto her, "Woman, why 
weepest thou? · Whom seekest thou?" She an
swered Him, "Sir, if thou have borne Him hence, 
tell me where thou hast laid Him, and I will take 
Him away." She does not mention His name, 
but concludes that the one to whom she speaks 
must know of whom she is speaking (John 20 : 

11-16).
The kiss here spoken of is not the kiss of recon

ciliation which the father gave to the prodigal 
on his return from the far country ; it is the kiss 
of love and communion, like that which David 
and Jonathan exchanged, for. they kissed and 
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wept, David ex_ceeding Jonathan in love. Be
tween them existed a bond of love which was a 
brotherly covenant. There was the strongest 
affection between them, and the kiss was a proof 
of this. 

In Elijah's day there were seven thousand men 
who, true to their God, had never bowed the knee 
to Baal, nor kissed him. The bride has been true 
to her Lord. She has never turned to another,i 

. 

'

and can now invite him to kiss her. Think of 
His mouth ; it is said to be "most sweet." When 
He opened it in the synagogue, they all marvelled 
at the gracious words that proceeded therefrom. 

"Thy love is better than wine." Often he 
speaks of her love to him. She is speaking of 
his love, which she prefers to wine, . symbol of 
joy. David, in speaking of the love of Jonathan, 
could say, "His love was wonderful, passing the 
love of women," but the love of the Bridegroom 
passeth knowledge, and is to be preferred to all 
the joys that this world has to offer. 

Think of the strong love which Jacob had for 
Rachel. He toiled years for her, and yet, because 
of bi's love for her, it seemed as a few days. Yet 
Jacob's love is weak when compared with the love 
of Christ for the Church, He went through death 
for her. 

"Because of the savor of thy good ointments 
thy name is as ointment poured forth, therefore 
do the virgins love thee." We have -here the good 
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ointments, the fragrant name, and the virgins' 
love. The "good ointments" remind us of the 
holy ointment which was used exclusively for the 
sanctuary of God. The tabernacle was anointed 
with it. It was forbidden to make any like it for 
ordinary use; it must not be poured on man's 
flesh or used for a stranger, on penalty of being 
cut off from the people. Its sole personal use was 
on Aaron and his sons as priests in their holy 
office. Ps. 133 speaks of it as precious ointment 
which was put upon Aaron's head, and ran right 
down to the skirts of his garments, so that wher
ever he went he carried the fragrance of the 
sanctuary, a fitting and blessed type of the Great 
High Priest. 

The Lord Jesus is the Anointed One. He read 
from the book in the synagogue of Nazareth, "The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me because He hath 
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor" 
(Luke 4). When He took His place in the Jor
dan, the Holy · Spirit came upon Him in bodily 
shape like a dove. He has been anointed with 
"the oil of gladness above His fellows." 

His Name was the subject of prophecy. "His 
Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace." They did not give Him the name of 
David, which means "beloved," or the name of 
Solomon, "peaceable." Those names may have 
suited Him; but His Name must be called Jesus, 
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for it must be held i� everlasting remembrance. 

David "gat him a name" when he cleared the 

J ebusites out of Zion. To the Lord Jesus, in His 

exaltation, God has given "a name which is above 

every name" (Phil. 2: 9). In this day every knee 

should bow to that name, and every tongue should 

confess His Lordship. When Saul was arrested 

by the glory of the Lord on the way to Damascus 

he said, "Who art Thou, Lord?" The answer was, 
"I am Jesus;" and at the end of the book of the 

Revelation He presents Himself as "I, ·Jesus." As 
ointment sheds its fragrance when poured forth, 
so His Name is sweet to our ears, and as with 
Mary's spikenard, "the house was filled with the 
odor of the ointment." 

"The virgins love thee." The saints are looked 
upon as wise virgins who have oil in their vessels 
with their lamps. The Apostle Paul was jealous 
over the affections of the saints at Corinth. He 
wanted to present them as a chaste virgin to 

Christ. We read of a company of -virgins (Rev. 
14) who have been kept pure. They have been
redeemed to God, and foll�w the Lamb. No guile

is found in their mouth, for they are without
fa ult before the throne of God.

"Draw me, we will run after thee.'' This is 

the prayer of the bride-"Draw me." Others were 

making a bid for her affections, but she desires 
to be drawn to himself. She has found how at
tractive he is, and desires to be drawn closer to 
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him. The Lord spoke of Himself as the central 

point of attraction, "I, if I be lifted up, will draw 

all men unto Me." "I will draw them with the 

cords of a man, with bands of love" (Hos. 11: 4). 

The Lord Jesus had to come down into manhood 

to draw us to Himself. Do we pray, "Draw me 

nearer"? 

'.'Run after thee." We must not run before 

the Lord, but after Him. Zacchreus ran before 

the Lord and climbed up into a tree, but the Lord 

said to him, "Come down." If we run before 

Him, He must say to us, "Come down." When 

Matthew received the call from the Lord, he left 

all and followed Him. John's disciples left him 

to follow Jesus. That is the consequence of being 
drawn to Him.

Lot followed Abraham, and as long as Abraham 

kept on the right path all was well, but when 

Abraham went to Egypt Lot followed him there. 

Then the time came when he had to make a choice 

for himself, and, oh, what a choice it was! He 

pitched his tent towards Sodom, and that is the 

last we hear of his tent. He ceased to be a pil

grim and a stranger in the land. 

All the king's sons fallowed Absalom to Baal

hazor to witness the murder of their brother (2 

Sam. 13). Two hundred fallowed him in his re

bellion in their simplicity, not knowing anything 

(2 Sam. 15: 11); and twenty thousand followed 

him in battle, and perished (2 Sam. 18. 7). 
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"Run after THEE ;" not after Paul, or Apollos, 

but after Christ. There are men who rise up to 

draw away disciples after themselves, but the 

true minister of Jesus Christ attaches them to

Christ. One servant of Christ could say, "Follow 

me," and he immediately adds, "Even as I also 

follow Christ." Paul was the leader of followers. 

"The King hath brought me into his cham

bers." Scripture has much to say about cham

bers. "God has made the chambers of the South" 

(Job 9: 9), and in them God has stored His secret 

things. They have been there before the founda

tion of the world. They are prepared for them 

that love Him. They are now opened up to us, 

and we can be brought into them now by the 

Lord, for He has made known to us His thoughts 

and His purposes. 

In Psalm 19 mention is made of another cham

ber. The heavens declare the glory of God, and 

in the heavens He hath "set a tabernacle for the 

sun, which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 

chamber, and rej oiceth as a strong man to run 

a race." The Lord Jesus is the Bridegroom who 

comes out clothed in what speaks of His love. He 

is a strong man and there is no fear of any break

down with Him. He comes out from His cham

bers. He has those chambers open to His own, 

where He can disclose to us His secret things. 

We can go in and sup with Him, and there He 

can show us His glories. 
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We must have our own chambers (or closets) 

where we retire to pray with the door shut. In 
Ezekiel's temple, the priests had "holy chambers 
where the priests that approach unto the Lord 
shall eat the most holy things ... there .they shall 
lay their garments wherein they minister" (Ezek. 
42 : 13, 14; 44 : 19). There they might retire ·for 
meditation and prayer. Here we are able to go 
into His chambers as priests, for His work has 
fitted us to enter there. 

"We will be glad and rejoice in thee. We will 
remember thy love more than wine. The upright 
love thee." We find o_ur joy in Him, for the joy 
of the Lord is our strength. Paul exhorted the 
saints to "rejoice in the Lord." Habakkuk in a 

. 
. 

day of difficulty, said, "Although the fig tree shall 
not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines.; 
the labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields 
shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from 
the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls : 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation" (Hab. 3: 17, 18). 

"We will remember thy love more than wine." 
In the book of Revelation they sing of His love, 
"Unto Him that loveth * us;" and saints of all 
ages can echo that personal, present joy, and re
member its great proof-the giving of Himself 
for us-which gives rise to the song of Rev. 1 :5, 6. 

•"Loveth" (present tense), as it should be. 
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The Lord Jesus, before He departed from this 
world, instituted the "Lord's Supper," so that we 
might have His love kept fresh in our hearts, for 
they are so prone to wander. In the Lord's Sup
per we do it for a remembrance of Him and think 
of His wonderful love in going into death for us. 

"The upright love thee." When God made 
man at the beginning, He made "him upright, but 
he sought out many inventions." When Cain 
sinned, he was wroth and his countenance fell. 
He could not look up into the face of God. When 
the brethren of Joseph heard that his sheaf stood 
upright they were filled with hatred against him. 
The bride. is compared to the upright palm tree, 
no crookedness in her. God would have us straight 
and upright in all our ways. We, at one time, 
were like the woman whom the Lord met. She 
had been bowed down by Satan for etghteen 
years. The Lord called her and· touched her, and 
she was made straight; no longer bowed down, 
but looking up (Luke 13: 11-13). 

"I am black, but comely, 0 ye daughters of 
Jerusalem, as the tents of Keq.ar, as the curtains 
of S'olomon." Here is a seeming contradiction. 
How could she be black and comely at the same 
time ?-black as those Arab tents, comely as those 
richly and beautifully embroidered curtains of 
Solomon? Was she thinking of what she was by 
nature, and what He has made her by His own 
work? The Lord would have us learn that, in 
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ourselves, we are black. It took Job a long time 
to learn what he was in himself, and to come to 
the point when he laid his hand upon his mouth 
and repented in dust and ashes, saying, "I am 
vile." Simon Peter learned this same truth at 
that draught of fishes. He requested the Lord 
to depart from him because he was a "sinful 
man." When Isaiah learned this he cried, "Woe 
is me, for I am undone." 

The tabernacle had an outer covering of 
badger-skins, but inwardly there was the blue, 
purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen-outwardly 
black, inwardly comely. If we are comely it is 
the result of His work, for we are only perfect 
through the comeliness which He has put on us. 

"Look not upon me, because I am black, be
cause the sun hath looked upon me: my mother's 
children were angry with me; they made me the 
keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard 
have I not kept." Three spheres are brought 
under our notice here-the outside, where she is 
burned by the sun; her mother's home, where she 
finds opposition; and her own vineyard, which 
she has neglected. 

It is in the outside place where we are exposed 
to the sun. Are we not forced to go there to 
earn our living? We go into the field to work, 
and must be on our guard lest the sun should 
look upon us. This is a dangerous day, especially 
for the young, when they go out to toil for bread. 
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We remember that interesting incident (2 Kings 

4) of the Shunamite woman who had an only

son. He was nursed by his mother until the time

when he must go to the field with the men. As

soon as he was in the field he cried to his father,

"My head, my head!" The sun had looked upon

him. Many a young man has gone to the field

today, and cried, "My head, my head!" Things

are put into their minds, they hear things and

see things which defile the mind and turn the

head. Is it not the same in the colleges and uni

versities; They cry, "My head, my head!"

In the home the bride finds her own kith and 

kin against her. It is often from those nearest 

to us that the most bitter opposition comes. The 

Lord said, "A man's foes shall be they of his own 

household." Joseph found his own brethren hated 

him when he told them of his coming glories. 

David had the same experience; and the brethren 

of the Lord did not believe in Him. 

She neglected her own vineyard while she 

tended those of others. Her own was grown over 

with weeds, while she helped others. There are 

many like her today-they give their service to 

others and neglect the nourishment of their own 

souls. How can you have a basket of firstfruits 

if you neglect your own vineyard? It is impos

sible to obtain fruit without labor. Martha was 

so busy serving others that she did not choose the 

good part like her sister, Mary. There are some 
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who teach others and do not take time to be 

taught. Paul bids Timothy, "Take heed unto thy

self and unto the doctrine," and in so doing he 

would save himself and -his hearers. Paul exhorts 

the elders, "Take heed unto yourselves and to all 

the flock'' (Acts 20: 28). 

"Tell me, 0 thou whom my soul loveth, where 

thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest 

at noon: for why should I be as one that turneth 

aside by the flocks of thy companions?" She has 

asked him to kiss her, then to draw her. Now 

she asks him to tell her two things-where he 

feeds his flock, and where he makes it to rest at 

noon. She has found him and wants to find his 

flock, and can speak .to hi;m as the one whom her 

soul loveth. Our Great and Good Shepherd is 

the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. David was 

a shepherd when God c·alled him to feed His peo

ple, Israel. "He fed them according to the integrity 
of his heart, and guided them by the skilfulness of 
his hands." David was only a type of the Great 

Shepherd of the sheep. As the Good Shepherd 

He goeth before His sheep. Does He not feed His 

people in this day? He feeds them with "the 

finest of wheat and with honey from the rock." 

He makes them to rest, for He has quiet resting

places for His own. The great Rest-Giver makes 

His own to lie down in green pastures. He in

vited His own to come apart and rest awhile, and 

took them aside from the world for this, as 
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He does still. There are the flocks of his com
panions. She wants to be with those who are fed 
by himself and rested in the heat of eastern mid
day. She doe,s not want to miss his company, 
but to be where he is feeding and resting his 
flock. 

"If thou know not, 0 thou fairest among 
women, go thy way forth by the footsteps of the 
flock, and feed thy kids beside the shepherds' 
tents." This is the first time he speaks to her 
in this book, and he cails her, "O thou fairest 
among women." She is to mark the footsteps 
of the flock, and follow them. She is not to fol
low traditions, or men, but in the footsteps of 
the flock. Those footsteps may be hard to find; 
but there are those who follow "righteousness, 
faith, love, peace, with those that call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart" (2 Tim. 2: 22). They seek 
to carry out His word and bow to His authority. 

There are under-shepherds who are real pil
grims and strangers here. You can tell by their 
tents that they are not earth-dwellers, but men 
who desire a better country. Peter was a real 
under-shepherd who fed the lambs of the flock. 

"I have compared thee, 0 my. love, to a com
pany of horses in Pharaoh's chariots." The horses 
of Pharaoh's chariots were brought out of Egypt 
(2 Chron. 1 : 17), and the price Solomon paid for 
them was one hundred and fifty shekels of silver. 
They were known all over the world for their 
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beauty and swiftness. They were broken and 

submissive, ready to serve and do their master's 

will. They were under his control and trained 

to work together. We have been brought out of 

Egypt ( the world) , and the price paid for us was 

not one hundred and fifty shekels of silver, but 

the precious blood of Christ. Have our wills been 

broken, so that we are now submissive to Him, 

intelligent to know His will and ready to do it? 

We should be under the control of Christ, and 

striving together for the faith of the gospel. 

"Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, 

thy neck with chains of gold." Those jewels are 

put upon her to make her suitable for Him. When 

Abraham's servant met Rebecca, he put on her 

forehead a golden earring, or jewel, half a shekel 

in weight, and two bracelets for her hands, of ten 

shekels' weight of gold. When he entered the 

house, he brought forth other jewels of silver and 

jewels of gold to adorn her for the day when she 

would be presented to Isaac. Is the Spirit of 

God not adorning us now, with a view to the day 

when we shall be presented to Christ? When 

Joseph was exalted in the land of Egypt ( Gen. 

41), a chain of gold was put about his neck. To 

honor Daniel they clothed him with scarlet and 

adorned him similarly (Dan. 5). The Lord Jesus 

has been glorified, and all has been put under 

Him, but then the Church is raised and blessed in 

Him. If He is Head over all things it is to the 
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Church-"the fulness of Him that filleth all in 

all." 

"We will make thee borders of gold (glory) 

with studs of silver" (redemption). In the be

ginning of Genesis we hear the Godhead speaking, 

saying, "Let us make man in Our image, after 

Our likeness" (Gen. 1). Here the Godhead speaks, 

saying, "We will make thee borders of gold with 

studs of silver." At first the purpose was to make 

the man and place him at the head of creation; 

here it is to have the woman arrayed in a manner 

suitable for presentation to the man. The God

head is in activity today to have the Church 

adorned for Christ. 

The Lord warned the multitude and His dis

ciples against the scribes and Pharisees, saying, 

"All their works they do for to be seen of men: 
they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge 

the borders of their garments" (Matt. 23: 5). 

The Bride is not adorning herself to be seen of 

men, but the Godhead is adorning her to meet the 

eye of the Bridegroom. The children of Israel 

were · bidden to make fringes on the borders of 

their garments, and to put upon those borders a 

ribband of blue (Num. 15: 38). They must put 

this on to show that they were God's people and 

belonged to His land, that they were not of this 

world. Aaron had on the ephod of blue, on the 

hem of which were placed pomegranates "of blue, 

and of purple, and of scarlet, round about the 
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hem thereof; and bells of gold between them 
round about" (Exod. 28: 33). Here in the Song, 
the borders are of gold. At the first mention of 

gold we read, "The gold of that land is good : there 

is bdellium and the onyx stone" (Gen. 2: 12). It 
is the gold of that good land which is put upoin 
the borders. It was the jewels from Isaac's land 

which were put upon Rebecca. The Lord could 
say, "The glory Thou hast given Me I have given 
them." He has put the glories of that land upon 
us now. The studs of silver would constantly re
mind us of His · work of redemption. On the 
mount of glory (Luke 9), they "spake of His de
cease which He should accomplish at Jerusalem." 
Apart from His ·sufferings there could be no glory 

for us. 
"While the king sitteth at his table, my spike

nard sendeth forth the smell thereof." In the pre
vious verse it is what is put on her; here it is 
what she does fo.r him. So in John's Gospel, chap
ter eleven shows what the Lord does for those He 
loves. In chapter twelve ·we see what those who 
love Him do for Him. At Bethany, in their own 
home, they made Him a supper. Lazarus, who 
had been raised from the dead, was there, lost in 
adoration; Martha served, but was not cumbered 
with her service; Mary, who had sat at His feet 

and learned so much, was there as a worshipper. 
She brought forth a pound of ointment, very 
costly, and put it upon His feet, the house being 



SONG OF SOLOMON 1 : 12, ·13 73 

filled with the odor of the ointment. So here, 

when He sits in His own circle, she brings forth 

her spikenard, and the house is filled with the 

smell thereof. It is a wonderful moment when 

we lose sight o� ourselves and become worship

pers. 
"A bundle of myrrh is my well-beloved unto 

me; he shall lie all night betwixt my breasts." 
She speaks of him as her well-beloved, for she 
keeps his love for her �reasured in her �eart. He 
is to her as a bundle of myrrh. The myrrh was 
bled in drops from the tree, and would speak to 
us of our Lord's love, and the blood which· -w�s 
shed for us on the tree. Think of His love in 
suffering for us. Myrrh was one of the principal 
ingredients of the precious ointment used to 
anoint the priests. It was also used in eml;>alm
ing the dead. When, at the birth of the Lord 
Jesus, the wise men came to worship Him, they 
brought _gold, frankincense, and myrrh (Matt. 
2). And in describing the beauty and majesty of 

the King it is said, "All Thy garments �mell of 
myrrh, and aloes, and cassia" (Ps. 45: 8). After 

His death, "Nicodemus, which at the first came 

to Jesus by night, brought a mixture of myrrh 

and aloes, about an hundred pound weight" 
(John 19: 39). This is what Christ is to ;His 
Church, and all the night of His rejection by the 

world she will keep Him constantly before her 
soul. She will keep Him enshrined there, and He 
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shall have her undivided affection. He dwells in 
her heart by faith and "reigns without a rival 

there." 

"My beloved is unto me as a cluster of cam

phire in the vineyards of En-gedi." She has lik

ened him to a bundle of myrrh. She now speaks 
of him as a cluster of camphire. The Lord is 

precious to her. The camphire is carried ih the 

hand; the myrrh is for the bosom. Christ is for 

the heart, but we mus� also bear about in our 

bodies the dying of the Lord Jesus. All through 

the wilderness wanderings of the children of 
Israel, they had to carry the bones of Joseph 
with them; and during our wilderness journey 
we should "bear about in the body the dying of 
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might 
be made manifest in our body" (2 Cor. 4: 10). 

"Behold, thou art fair, my love ; behold, thou 
art fair; thou hast doves' eyes." He is thrilled 

with her beauty, and tells her twice she is fair 
in his eyes. Baalam could not behold iniquity 

in Jacob when he viewed him from the side of 
God's purpose. When the saints are viewed from 

God's side, they are holy and without blame be
fore Him in love. 

"Thou hast doves' eyes." The dove speaks of 
purity and fixed affection. When the dove chooses 
a mate, they are marked by undivided affection 

until the end of their days. His eyes are like 

doves' eyes in chapter five. He thinks of his 
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own. She has also the single eye for him. Her 

eyes have been enlightened by the Holy Spirit. 

There are some who have "eyes full of adultery 

and cannot cease from sin." 

''Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleas

ant: also our bed is green." If she is fair it is 

because of what He has made her. It was said 

of Rebecca that she was fair, and Moses was a fair 

child-"fair to God." All that we are we owe 

to Him. 

"Our bed is green." There is freshness where 

He is. The Lord, as our Shepherd, leads us be

side the quiet waters, and makes us to lie down 

in green pastures. Where He leads His own 

there is food that is fresh, and a place of rest. 

"The be�ms of our house are cedar, and our 

rafters of fir." It was shittim wood that w�sf 

used in the tabernacle, which was for the wilder

ness. It was for a moveable tent, with dust for 

its floor. The temple was of cedar wood, being 

a permanent structure, and its floor was of gold. 

It spoke of durability and stability. We now dwell 

in bodies which are crumbling to dust. We know 

full well that we must shortly put off these taber

nacles, but the new building will be a building of 

God, a house not made with hands .. It will be 

heavenly and eternal. We long to be released 

from this tent we now have, to receive that house 

which death cannot touch, and where decay can 

never come. 
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There is another house, which is the abode of 

the saints, and where we shall be at home with 

the Bridegroom. It is called by the Lord, "My 

Father's house," and we await the moment when 

the heavenly Bridegroom shall come and take us 

there. Of that we can truly say, "The beams of 

our house are of cedar, and our rafters of fir." 



CHAPTER TWO 

"I AM the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the

valleys." Most commentators consider it is 

the bride who speaks in the first verse of this 
chapter, telling out what she is. She is what she 
1s because of what He is. She is His workman
ship, and the beauties she has are His beautie� 
shown out in her. All that she claims to be is by 
His workmanship, and was first seen in Him. Is 
she pre-eminent among the daughters, like the 
rose amongst the flowers for fragrance and 
beauty? So the Bridegroom excels. Is she now 
lowly and humble like the lily? He was "meek 
and lowly of heart." The nation of Israel de
spised and rejected Him; He had no form nor 
comeliness to attract them. They could see no 
beauty in Him, yet He was the One who delighted 
the heart of God, and did always those things 
which were pleasing to the Father, and, at the 
end of His path of obedience He offered Himself 
a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor. 

Pre-eminent in all things, not only in position, 
but in every moral beauty, He was also like the 

lily in purity. He kept Himself unspotted from 
the world, and on the mount of glory His gar
ments were whiter than any fuller on earth 
could make them. Think of His lowliness--"He 
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was rich, yet your sakes He became poor, that 

ye through His poverty might be rich." He was 

meek, lowly, and amongst His own as one who 

served. He also went down into the valley of 

.death for us. 

She is now the "rose of Sharon," marked by 

fragrance and beauty. There is in her that which 

delights His heart, His own beauties adorn her, 

and in her are seen those qualities which first 

shone out in Him. Did He delight the Father's 

heart? Then she is now the delight to the heart 

of the Bridegroom, and has put on meekness, 

gentleness-those heavenly graces which charac

terize Him. 

As the lily of the valley she does not b�OID.g 

to the cities of this world. She dwells down in 

the place of lowliness. Others may seek to be 

great, and occupy a place in the world, but she 

has no desire to be seen and praised of all men. 

When Elisha enquired of the Shunamite, "Would

est thou be spoken for to the king, or to the cap

tain of the host?" her answer was, "I dwell among 

mine own people" (2 Kings 4). As the lily she 

is happiest in her own lowly surroundings in the 

valleys. 

The bridegroom then says : "As the lily among 

thorns, so is my love among the daughters." He 

delights in her beauty, which is conspicuous as 

he looks at her among others, beautiful though 

thev mav be. She appears as a lily among thorns. 
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The thorns remind us of the curse, for after man's 

disobedience the earth was cursed and was to 

bring forth thorns and thistles. It was with 

thorns men crowne<;l the Lord, and mocked the 

true King. He endured those thorns, to win His 

Bride for Himself. She now stands out among 

the daughters as a lily among thorns, distinct and 

different from them. So God always makes a 

difference between His people and the world. The 

saints are spoken of as "sheep among wolves," as 

those who are ."blameless and harmless, the sons 

of God, without rebuke, in the niidst of a crooked 

and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as 

lights in the world" (Phil. 2 : 15) . 

The bride now speaks of what her beloved is 

to her. If to him she excels in beauty, he is be

yond all others to her. "As the apple-tree among 

the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the 

sons." As an apple-tree is marked for fragrance 

and fruit among the trees, so is her beloved 

among the sons. He is as different from them as 

the apple-tree from the wild forest trees. So the 

Lord Jesus is "fairer than the children of men" 

(Ps. 45: 2), the firstborn among many brethren, 

the "Great High Priest" amongst the priests. 

Singled out by the Father when He was being 

baptized in the Jordan, the Holy Spirit came upon 

Him in bodily shape like a dove, and the Father's 

voice from heaven, declaring His pleasure in His 

Son, showed that He was as different from all 
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others who were being baptized, confessing their 
sins, as the apple-tree to the trees of the wood. 

He had no sins to confess. "It became Him, for 

whom are all things, and by w horn are all things, 

in bringing many sons up.to glory" (Heb. 2: 10). 
We are among those many sons whom God. is 

bringing to glory. The Lord Jesus stands out in 
that company, for He is the Son from eternity, 

and had glory with the Father before the world 
was. He also has been anointed with the oil of 
gladness above His fellows. In the Church He 
takes His place as the Chief S'inger, and leads the 
praises to the Father. 

"I sat down under his shadow with great de
light, and his fruit was sweet to my taste." She 
is not standing now, but sitting, resting in his 
presence. So David sat before the Lord, before 
he stood up to serve Him (2 Sam. 7 : 1 ; 1 Chron. 
28 : 1-3). We must first learn to sit at our 
Lord's feet, like Mary, before we shall be able 
to serve Him joyfully. As she found in Him a 
hiding-place, and .the shadow of a great rock in 
a weary land (Isa. 32: 2), in Him we too found 
shelter from the wrath to which we were exposed, 
and now can sit in His presence and be refreshed 

· there. Think how wonderful is the fruit He gives
us to taste. He has given us all those wonderful
things which are the fruit of His sufferings for
us, we taste now the fruit of that glorious land
to which we are going. His words are sweet to
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our taste, they are sweeter than honey and the 

honeycomb, while the world offers its leeks, 

onions, garlic, fi�h, melons and cucumbers. 

"He brought me to the banqueting-house, and 

his banner over me was lQve." She is led by him 

step by step, until she is brought into his ban

queting-house. She has been into his chambers, 

followed the footsteps of his flock, sat at his table, 

sat down under his shadow with great delight, 

and now he brings her into his house of wine., 

The ma� with the measuring line conducted Eze

kiel into the river through waters which reached 

firstly to the ankles, then to the knees, then to 

the loins, then into waters risen, waters to swim 

in, which carried him right off his feet. Here 

in the place where she can enjoy the blessings 

of the new covenant, and drink the new wine of 

his kingdom, she can enjoy his love, which pass

eth knowledge, and be led from earthly to heaven

ly things. When the Queen of Sheba came to 

Solomon she was taken into his house, and was 

amazed at what she saw there; and there was no 

more spirit left in her when she saw the ascent 

by which he went up to the house of God (1 

Kings 10) . He gave her also. of his royal bounty, 

and all her desire. In this banqueting-house the 

bride is filled with wonder, and made to taste of 

the royal bounty of her beloved. 

"His banner" is a most interesting study. The 

first time the banner is mentioned is in Exodus 
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17. The children of Israel had just drunk of the

water from the smitten rock, and Amalek came

up and fought aga_inst them. For this conflict

they needed the intercession of Moses. When the

hands of Moses were held up, Israel prevailed;

when they were let down, then Amalek prevailed.

God gave His people victory, and they erected an

altar unto the Lord and named it J ehovah-nissi,

"The Lord my banner." Another mention of the

banner is in Numbers 2 : the camp of Israel

. was divided into four, and each had its own stand

ard or banner, and had to stand by it. The Lord's

banner is -what we are under in the midst of our

foes. We take refuge there, for the arrows of

the enemy cannot hurt us. We have shelter and

protection while under it. "His banner over us

is love." We trace all to His love. It was the

bridegroom's love that won her heart at the first,

and carried her away captive: she loved him be

cause he first loved her. It was usual to have a

name inscribed on the banner. Here it is, "God

is love." We can enjoy His love to the full, and

remember that He has loved us with an everlast

ing love.

"Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples : 

for I am sick of love."· She has tasted the win� 

in his banqueting-house, and the apples from the 

apple-tree; now she asks for more. She wants 

deeper draughts of the wine, and to be strawed 

with apples. When the ark was brought up after 
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the due order, David danced before the ark, and 

gave to each of those who shared in that scene 

of holy joy, a piece of flesh, raisin cake, and a 

flagon of wine. She asks here to be stayed with 

flagons. Her soul thirsts, and her spirit longs for 

more. 

She has sat down under the shadow of the 

apple-tree and enjoyed the fruit. She was brought 

up under that tree. Her nose smelt of apples, and 

with them she desires to be comforted. She gets 

more than she can stand. She cannot take in any 

more, for, after all, we are but earthen vessels, 

and can contain so little. She ·has reached a point 

in her experience when she has had so much of 

his love that she does not know whether she is in 

the body or out of it. In 2 Corinthians 11, Paul 

gives a long list of experiences that he has passed 

through in his body, then in chapter 12 he speaks 

of one in which he did not know whether he wa� 

in the body or not. When the Queen of Sheba 

reached the point when there was no more spirit 

left in her, she too had received more than she 

could contain. 

"His left hand is under my head, and his right 

hand doth embrace me." Her head is in his left 

hand, intimating that every thought of the Church 

is brought into captivity to the obedience of 

Christ. She is under Christ who is the Head. She 

not only gets her supplies from Him, but all guid

ance and impulse also. 
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She is on his left side, the side nearest to hie 
heart. He gives her the near and favored place. 
John laid his head on the Lord's bosom at the sup
per; now she has that place. 

The right hand of His power which has de

feated all enemies is now under her-"Under

neath and around are the everlasting arms." We 
may have trials, we may have times of sorrow, 
but we are ever in the embrace of His love. ·"Hav
ing loved His own which were in the world, He 
loved them unto the end" (John 13: 1). 

"I charge you, 0 ye daughters of Jerusalem, by 
the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye 
stir not up, nor a wake my love, till he ( she, it 
should be) please." We must be on our watch 
lest anything should · come in and hinder com
munion. Even in our holiest moments such hin
drances come in, and what is spiritual is so easily 
disturbed and broken, that we must be constantly 
on our watch. We must be as sensitive as a roe 
or hind to danger. They hear things impercep
tible to the ear of the hunter, and are difficult to 
hunt, for the least sound disturbs them. We need 
to watch our thoughts, words, steps, lest com
munion be disturbed. 

''The voice of my beloved! Behold, he cometh leap
ing upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills. 
My beloved is like a roe or a young hart : behold, 
he standeth behind our wall, he looked forth at the 
windows, showing himself through the lattice." 
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The scene has changed. It is no longer the ban

queting-house; she has gone to her home. Very 

often, after a time such as she has had, decline 

follows. . He is absent, and she is· now in her own 

home. At times our own homes may be a hin

drance to us. It was the house which Jacob built 

for himself at Succoth that kept him from God's 

house at Bethel. There his family brought dis

grace upon him, and made )lis name to stink 

through the land. In the days of Haggai the 

people settled down in their own ceiled houses and 

allowed the house of the Lord to lie waste. When 

Peter and John looked into the empty tomb they 

returned to their homes, but Mary would not 

allow anything to keep her from the Lord; she 

did not go home, and so did not miss meeting the 

Lord, nor lose the honor of being His :niessenger 

to His disciples. 

Three voices are mentioned in this chapter

"the voice of her beloved ;" then the voice of the 

bride, which he loves to hear; then the voice of 

the turtle-dove which is heard in the land. When 

the voice of the Lord God was heard in Eden's 

garden, Adam and his wife hid themselves be. 

hind the trees there. When God spake from 

Mount Sinai, the people entreated Him not to

speak any more. When the prophet Elijah was 

told to stand upon the mount before the Lord, 

"The Lord passed by and a great and strong 

wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces 
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the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was 

not in the wind; and after the wind an earth

quake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 

and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was 

not in the fire ; and after the fire a still small' 

voice." This voice which the bride hears is that 

of her beloved. She recognizes and listens to it. 

It is as the sound of many waters to her. So the 

sheep of the Good Shepherd know His voice. When 

the Lord spoke to Mary on the morning of the 

resurrection, and called her by her name, she 

called Him Master. 

The bride's beloved is at a distance from her. 

Mountains and hills intervene, but he can soon 

cover the distance to reach the one whom he loves, 

and who, on this occasion, is ready to receive him. 

He comes quickly, leaping upon tlie mountains, 

and skipping upon the hills. On a certain occasion 

the Lord's disciples were crossing the lake and 

the winds were against them as they rowed. The 

Lord was not with them, but He knew their toil 

and distress. They thought of Him as far away, 

but He came to them at the darkest hour, walking 

upon the water .. 

When God brought Israel out of Egypt the sea 

saw it and fled(Ps.114 :4); later, Jordan was driven 
back. '"rhe mountains skipped like rams, and the 

little hills like lambs." It was His power that 

drove back the waters, and made the mountains 

and hills skip. Here it is love that makes him 
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come, skipping upon the mountains and hills, like 

a roe or a young hart. He stands there ready to 

show himself. There is only a window between 

them. We do not see our Beloved face to face to

day, but we see through a glass darkly. 

Michal never seems to have been a suitable com

panion for David (1 Sam. 19.) She is not seen 

with him, enjoying his company. She let David 

down through a window, but remained in the 

house with the image in the bed. When David· 

brought up the ark in the due order (2 Sam. 6), 

he danced before it, filled with holy joy. "Michal, 

Saul's daughter, looked through a window and 

saw King David leaping and dancing before the 

Lord; and she despised him in her heart." 

The Lord loves to show Himself to His own. 

He walked with two of them on their way to 

Emmaus, and made their hearts burn within them 

as He opened up to them the Scriptures. They 

constrained Him to enter their home. When 

breaking br�ad with them He makes Himself 

known. In chapter 20 of John's Gospel Mary 

hears His voice, and knows it at once as the voice 

of her Beloved. Then later the disciples are 

found together with the doors shut for fear of 

the Jews. The Lord comes, stands in their midst, 

shows them His hands and His side, and makes 

their hearts glad when He thus shows Himself; 

for we read, "Then were the disciples glad when 

they saw the Lord." Does He not show Himself 
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to us today? When we take the Lord's Suppe� 
He makes Himself known to faith. 

"My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, 
my love, my fair one, and come away." He haS/ 
made himself known to her, and showed himself 
to her, and now wants to take her away to be 
with himself; so the Lord shows Himself to us to
day, but soon will take us to be with Himself. He 
would let her know that this is not her rest. She 
is in a strange land, and the time has come for 
departure, for he wants her so that he can pre
sent her to himself, as his· love, and fair one. The 
Lord would give us too to know that this is not 
our rest; that we belong to heaven, and when the 
time of departure comes, He will present the 
Church to Himself a glorious Church, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing. 

"The winter is past, the rain is over and gone." 
The season has changed-the cold, dark days of 
winter are over, and the storms, the darkness, 
and the trials are past. We feel that we are in 
winter now. What a cold world this is to the 
saints today, but all shall be changed when He 
comes. 

"The rain is over arid .gone." In Job 37 we 
read of "the ·small rain and the great rain of His 
strength." It was the great rain of His strength 
which fell upon the old world and destroyed it.

There came a time to Noah when the rain was 
over and gone. He knew by the bow set in the 
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clouds that God would never destroy the earth by 

water again. The believer in Christ knows that 

there is no judgment for us; it is over and gone, 

for the storm, in all its fury, burst upon Christ 

when He took our place. We see what answers 

to the bow set �n the heavens when we look up. 

and see Him who once stood in our place now 

glorified and seated far above the heavens. There 
is now no judgment for us, for we are accepted 
in Him. It was a time of suffering for Him; it is 
now a time of sunshine and gladness for- us. 

"The flowers appear on the earth; the time of 
the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the 
turtle is heard in our land." The Church is to 
be presented to Christ, the heavenly Bridegroom, 
and He brings in the morning without.clouds, the 
clear shining after rain. This reaches to the 
whole creation, for He shall lift the whole scene 
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the sons of God. He shall make the 
whole earth to blossom. It has brought forth 

thorns and thistles because it has been cursed, but 
the curse shall be removed, and even the desert 
shall blossom as the rose. His kingdom extends 

to the fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea. 
They all come under the sway of Christ, for He 

is Governor of the universe (Ps. 22). Things in 
heaven and things on earth are to be headed up 
in Christ (Eph. 1. 10). 

The Lord sang with His own at His last supper. 
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Then He led them out to the mount of Olives. He 
sings in the midst of the Church now (Heb. 2: 
12) , and leads His own in praise to the Father. 
He will lead the praises in the great congregation 
in the coming day (Ps. 22: 25). Everything that 
has breath is then to burst forth in praise. In 
the glory they sing "unto Him who loves" them. 

"The voice of the turtle (dove) is heard in our 
land." The Holy Spirit came upon our ble_ssed 
Lord in bodily shape like a dove; and this "voice 
of the turtle" would suggest to us the voice of the 
Spirit. The Spirit's voice is heard in the Church 
today (Acts 13), for He speaks in God's house 
(Heb. 3). Then "the Spirit speaks expressly" 
(1 Tim. 4: 1) in warning as to the latter times. 
In the opening of the Book of the Revelation the 
·churches are encouraged to listen to what "the
Spirit saith to the churches." The last time we
read of the Spirit, He still speaks-His voice is
heard at the close of the Book of the Revelation,
jointly with that of the Bride, for "the Spirit and
the Bride say, Come."

"The fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and 
the vines with the tender grape give a good smell. 
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away." 
When the Lord came to the fig-tree there was no 
fruit on it, only leaves. He was looking for fruit, 
and found none. This was a picture of the nation 
of Israel-they brought forth nothing but leaves. 
Every opportunity was given the nation, but there 
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was nothing for Him. He cursed the tree, and 

Israel has been under God's hand in judgment; 

for we read that "wrath has come upon them to 

the uttermost." Israel is also the vine, for we 

read, "He brought a vine out of Egypt." He did 

all that He could for His vine, but instead of 

bearing delicious fruit for His good pleasure they

brought forth sour grapes. 

The fig-tree which has been so long under God's 

judgment is beginning to put forth her green figs. 

The Lord said, "Learn this parable of the fig-tree: 

When her bran�h is yet tender, and putteth forth 

leaves, ye know that summer is near : so ye in 
like manner, when ye shall see these things come 

to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors" 

(Mark 13 : 28) . In Israel we see the green figs, 

and "the vines with the tender grape give a good 

smell." They shall yet bear fruit for Him, "for 

He will allure them into the wilderness and make 

them sing as in the days of their youth." We 

look for Him to hear Him speak to us and say, 

"Arise up, -my love, my fair one, and come away." 

He will come to take us away to be with Himself. 

"O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock." 

He speaks to her as His own pecu�iar possession ; 

she is so precious to him. He looks at her in the 

clefts of the rock, in a place of security. When 

the Benjamites were almost exterminated by the 

Israelites of other tribes, they took refuge in the 

rock Rimm on (Judges 20) . Samson kept garrison 
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in the rock Etam. Often when David was being 
pursued by Saul he hid himself in a rock. When 
Moses prayed to the Lord to show him His glory, 
He put Moses in the cleft of the rock, and covered 
him with His hand, and caused His glory to pass 
before him. Moses smote the rock to provide 
water 1or the children of Israel, and it is written, 
"They drank of that rock which followed them, 
and that · rock was Christ." The Lord Jesus is 
the Rock which has been cleft to provide a place 
of security for us. Like as the conies make their 
houses in the rock, so we find our security in the 
Lord Jesus. 

The cleft rock 'is not only a place of security ; it 
is a place of obscurity. We are hidden from the 
eye of the e,n.emy there, for we are hidden in 
Christ. The world does not know us or see us 
there. The people of God "were made to suck 
honey out of the rock, and oil from the flinty 
rock" (Deut. 32). We also read that the inhabi
tants of the rock sing ( Isa. 42) , and our mouths 
ought to be filled with praises to the One who 
gave us such a place of security. 

"In the secret places of the stairs." When men 
wanted to reach heaven they built a tower, whose 
top was to reach to heaven; its foundations were 
deep in the earth. When God appeared to Jacob 
He showed him a ladder set up on earth and 
reaching to heaven; its fastenings, its anchor, 
were up there. It was indeed a secret stair. The 



SONG OF SOLOMON 2 : 14, 15 93 

temple had a winding stair, hidden from view. 

The bride knows this stair. We know the secret 

of communion. Those who wait upon Him mount 

up. 
"Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy 

voice ; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance 
is comely." He desires to look into her counte
nance;• he would have her face turned towards 
him. When Cain's offering was refused, he was 
wroth and his countenance fell; he could not look 
up to God. Then he turned his back upon God 
and went out from His presence. Zophar, in his 
speech to Job, tells him to prepare his heart and 
stretch out his hands towards Him, to put in
iquity away from him. Then he would be able to 
lift up his face without spot (Job 11: 13-15). The 
bride can lift up her face to the bridegroom. She 
would be like Moses when he came down from the 
mount--"He wist not that his face shone." "We 
all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image" (2 Cor. 3 :.18). 

He also desires to hear her voice. And our 
Lord delights when His Chur�h speaks to Him, 
whether it is in prayer, or offering unto Him the 
sacrifice of p�aise which is the fruit of the lips. 
If He has spoken to us, it is in order that we 
might speak to Him. 

"Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil 
the vines: for our vines have tender grapes." The 
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little foxes are most cunning and destructive. 
They can hide themselves easily and yet do their 
deadly work. They have to be taken when they 
are young, for they grow and multiply. It is the 
little foxes that spoil the vines, the large ones eat 

the fruit. It is the little things which we allow 
that do so much harm to our lives-the secret 

faults, the weights, the roots of bitterness which 
we allow to spring up and defile many. We must 

be on the w�tch for them and kill them, or they 
will kill us, though we may think they are too 
small to do any harm. 

Samson once caught three hundred foxes, and 
took firebrands, and turned the foxes tail to tail, 
and put a firebrand in the midst between two 
tails. Then he set the brands on fire and let them 
go into the standing corn of the Philistines; thus 
he burnt up both the shocks and also the standing 
corn, with the vin�yards and olives (Judges 15: 
4). It is a great sight to see two men, on fire 
for God, go out with the gospel, like Paul and 
Silas, or Peter and John; but when you see two 
foxes tied �nd let loose amongst corn, see what 
damage can be done. "Let us take the foxes." 

"My beloved is mine, and I am his : he f eedeth 
among the lilies." He is hers, and she is his. 
Think what Christ has been made unto His 
Church -· w�sdom, righteousness, sanctificatio� 
and redemption. He 'is her Lord, Shepherd, 
Friend and Mediator. She is His, He gave Him-
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self for her. He has bought her for Himself; she 
is not her own ; she belongs to Him. 

He gathers the lilies in chapter 6. He delights 
to gather the saints (who are called lilies) to
gether, and then He comes down to feed among 
them. He comes into the companies of His saints, 
when they are thus gathered, to get something for 
Himself. 

"Until_ the day break, and the shadows flee 
away, turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or 
a young hart upon the mountains pf Bether." We 
are still in the night, but we know that it is far 
spent and the day is at hand. We have shadows 
today. We have not things in their fulness yet; 
we only see through a glass darkly. The light is 
dim compared to what it will be when we see Him 
face to face ; now it is candle-light; then it shall 
be day-light, the sun's full glory. 

"The mountains of Bether" here are mountains 
of separation. In chap. 4 we have a mountain of 
myrrh. When He came the first time with the 
glad tidings, He came over the m<?untains of peace 
( Isa. 40), and His feet were beautiful because 
they brought such wonderful news. The bride 
invites her beloved to come back to her. How she 
longs for his coming! Do we long for the com
ing of the heavenly Bridegroom? When He says, 
"Behold, I come quickly," can we say, "Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus"? 



CHAPTER THREE 

"B Y night on my bed I sought him whom my
soul loveth : I sought him, but I found 

him not." The scene is changed here 
again. It is no longer summer-time, with the 
flowers blooming and the birds singing. The bride 
is not seen in the clefts of the rock, but lying on 
her bed of ease. She is not meditating on him in 
the night watches; he is not giving her songs in 
the night. This is a night scene, and he is absent 
from her; she has lost him. When Joseph and the 
mother of our Lord were returning from the 
feast at Jerusalem, they went a day's journey, 
supposing Him to be in the company, but He was 
not there. They sought Him among their kinsfolk 
and acquaintance, but could not find Him. It 
took them three days to do so. Where did they 
find Him ?-wandering about the streets of J eru
salem, at some place of entertainment, or in bad 
company? No; he was in the temple, in the midst 
of the doctors. 

In the previous chapter the beloved comes over 
the mountains and hills seeking the bride. Here 
she seeks him. It is in the night season, and he 
has withdrawn himself. There is a great differ
ence between withdrawal and departure. The 
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Lord often withdraws Himself that it may stir 
His people up to seek Him. It is from the cold! 
and indifferent heart He departs. It is a serious 
moment in the history of a soul when He says, "He 
is joined to his idols. Let him alone." It is also 
a sad moment when He says, "Sleep on now." 

It is night, and the bride is in her bed. Sh� 
may get rest for her body there, but there is no 
rest for her soul. She is putting her own comfort 
first. She wants him, but apparently at first is 
not diligent in her search for him. Does she ex
pect to find him until she seeks him diligently? 
"A wake, thou that sleepest, and arise!" 

The bed is always a dangerous place, for in 
Scripture it speaks of ease and slothfulness. Amos 
pronounces woe on them that are at ease and 
stretch themselves upon beds of ivory (Amos 6). 
One of the indictments brought against Moab is 
that he was at ease from his youth up, and had 
settled on his lees. The children of Israel, on 
their march to the land. of Canaan, had to pass 
through the land of Og, king of Bashan. It was 
a land of ease, where they were tempted to settle 
down, a lotus land, where they might take things 
easily. The size of his bedstead is given in Deut. 
3: 11, the only bedstead whose measurement is 
mentioned in the Scriptures. They overcame him, 
giant though he was. How many of the saints 
have been overcome by this king and what he 
stands for! We need to be on our watch, lest we 
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settle down in his land, for we are in danger of 
this in our day. 

"I will rise now, and go about the city in the 
streets, and in the broad ways I will seek him 
whom my soul love th : I sought him, but I found 
him not." She did not seek him with her whole 
heart while she was on her bed of ease. The Lord 
had said, "Ye shall ... find Me, when ye search for 
Me with all your heart " ( J er. 29 : 13) . She finds 
that he does not come to her, so she must seek 
for him, but she sought in the wrong place. He 
was not to be found in the city. So our Lord was 
crucified outside the city wall, He could not be 
found there or in the broad ways. What was 
she who called herself "the lily of the valleys,'� 
doing in the city? She ought to have remained in 
the valleys. It is the strange and foolish woman 
who takes to the streets of the city at night, t;o 
allure the young and foolish to their doom (Prov. 

7). Her attire is suited to the twilight shades, 
and she works in "the black and dark night." 
The virtuous woman is not found in the streets 
of the city, but at home, looking after her hus
band's interests, and caring for the clothing and 
welfare of her children. 

"The watchmen that go about the city found 
me: to whom I said, Saw ye him whom my soul 
loveth ?" The watchmen find her in the city. It 
is their business to see to its order, but though 
they may understand that work well they do not 
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seem to understand how to help a soul who has 
lost her beloved. Many watchmen today know 
about order in God's house, but cannot help those 
who are seeking for the Lord in a wrong way. 
Four times she uses the tender expression-"Him 
whom my soul loveth." When the Lord questioned 
Peter three times, asking him, "Lovest thou Me 
more than these?" he threw open the doors of 
his heart, saying, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; 
Thou knowest that I love Thee." When Mary was 
looking for the Lord on the morning of the resur
rection, the angels did not satisfy her heart, for 
she wanted Him whom her soul loved. The Lord 
knew this seeking soul was "seeking Him and 
naught beside." He came, was right beside her, 
though she did not know it. She was seeking Him 
with her whole heart, and then He called her by 
her name, and she knew His voice. 

"It was but a little that I passed from them, 
but I found him whom my soul loveth: I held him, 
and would not let him go, until I had brought him 
into my mother's house, and into the chamber of 
her that conceived me." Nothing could satisfy 
her heart but her beloved, and she does not give 
up the search until she finds him. He was not 
far away, and once found she would not let him 
go. When God met Jacob that night and wrestled 
with him, when Jacob was crippled and conquer
ed, he held on to the Conqueror, saying, "I will not 
let Thee go except Thou bless me" ( Gen. 32) . 
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The prophet complained, saying, "And there is 
none that calleth upon Thy Name, that stirreth 
up himself to take hold of Thee : for Thou hast 
hid Thy face from us, and hast consum�d us, be
cause of our iniquities" (Isa. 64: 7). 

In chapter two the beloved brings her into his 
banqueting-house. In this chapter, she brings him 
into her mother's house. Her mother's children 
were angry with her in the first chapter. Here 
she wants him brought into her mother's house, 
that he might .have the chief place there. The 
first mother was Eve. Adam called he� "Eve," 
which means "the mother of all living." We have 
all descended from her, and, through her, shared 
in the fall. We have another mother, not on the 
line of nature. but on the line of grace-"Jeru
salem which is above . .. is the mother of us all" 
(Gal. 4: 26). "And of Zion it shall be said, This 
a�d that man was born in her : and the Highest 
Himself shall establish h�r� The Lord shall 
count, when He writeth up the people, that this 
man was born there. Selah" (Ps. 87 : 5, 6) . In 
Galatians 4 : 22-31 two women are mentioned, set
ting forth two systems-Sarah sets forth the 
heavenly system, which speaks to us of grace and 
liberty, while Hagar sets forth law and bondage. 
In the same connection two sons are named
Isaac and Ishmael. Abraham was attached to 
Ishmael, and prayed God, "0 that Ishmael might 
live before Thee !" Ishmael had been in Abra-
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ham's house years before Isaac. When Isaac came, 
Ishmael did not like to be displaced. The day 
came when Isaac was weaned, and that selfsame 
day Abraham began to be weaned from Ishmael ; 
for at the great feast Ishmael mocked Isaac, the 
son of promise, long waited-for by him who was 
"fully persuaded that what God had promised, He 
was able also to perform." Then came the decisive 
word, "Cast out the bondwoman and her son." 
Hagar and her son must be cast out, for Isaac, 
the man of God's purpose, must be the acknowl
edged heir. When the bride brings him into her 
mother's house, he has the first place there, and 
must have no rival. 

"I. charge you, 0 ye daughters of Jerusalem, by 
the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ·ye stir 
not up, nor awake my loye till he please." We are 
inclined to think there is a little difference in the 
charge here from that in chapter 2: 7. There he 
wants nothing to come in and disturb communion, 
for it is easily broken ; while here she has just 
found him, after a long and trying search. She 
wants nothing to come in and drive him awaY!, 
as she dreads going through a similar experience. 

"Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness 
like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and 
frankincense, with all powders of the merchant?" 
Again the scene changes. We have left the night, 
the bed, and the city, and come now to a wilder
ness scene. It reminds us of the march of the 
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children of Israel through the wilderness towards 
the land of Canaan. There were hundreds of 
thousands of them, with the ark in their midst, 

journeying through a trackless wilderness, led by 
day by that sheltering pillar of cloud which by 

night was a pillar of fire. There was continual 

smoke from their sacrifices and the offering up 

of fragrant incense to God. 

The question is asked, "Who is this?" She has 
been in the wilderness for a long time, and the 
change wrought in her is so great that the ques
tion is asked, "Who is this?" Wh�n Naomi came 
back to Bethlehem after ten years in the land of 
Moab, the change was so evident that they asked, 

"Is this Naomi?" She had learned many lessons, 
and was humbled and different from what she had 
been when she left the land. Then, she was full of 
her own ways, and now they ask, "Is this Naomi?" 

The wilderness was necessary for the bride. 

There were so many things for her to learn. The 

forty years Israel was in the wilderness was for 

their good; God led them that way to humble 

them and prove them and to know what was in 

their hearts (Deut. 8: 2). The Lord Jesus did 

not need to learn the lessons of the wilderness 

as we do. The children of Israel needed those 
wilderness years before they could cross the river 
Jordan. The Lord could come to the Jordan first, 
and afterwards He was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness. We learn the flesh there, but we learn 
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God also; and thus we learn what grace is, and 

what grace can do for us. 

In chapter eight, she comes out of the wilder

ness leanJng on the arm of her beloved. She has 

had his help and his support in her journeyings 

there. Here, she comes out like pillars of smoke. 

In the book of Joel we read of pillars of smoke 

in connection with the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

In Acts, chapter two, Peter quotes from the 

prophet to prove that the things that happened 

on the day of Pentecost were spoken of by Joel. 

The words used are these, "And I will show won

ders in heaven above, and signs in the earth be

neath; blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke." We 

suggest that she leans on himself in chapter 

eight, but here she is led in the wilderness by the 

Holy S'pirit, as the cloud led the children of Israel 

there. Israel had to keep their eyes on that pillar 

of glory, and move when the cloud moved. We 

must see that we are led by the Holy Spirit, "For 

as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 

the sons of God." 

She is "perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, 

with all powders of the merchant." You can tell 

that she has been with the beloved. In chapter one, 

he is to her as a bundle of myrrh, and dwells all 

night betwixt her breasts. All his garments are 

said to smell of myrrh (Ps. 45 : 8), and at the 

Lord's birth, the wise men brought Him gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. Now she is perfumed 
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with those, and "all the powders of the mer

chant." Who is the merchant? The Lord is 
likened unto a merchantman seeking goodly pearls 

(Matt. 13: 45) ; and He wrote unto the church of 
the Laodiceans, "I counsel thee to buy of Me gold 

tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and 

white raiment that thou mayest be clothed, and 

that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; 

and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou 

mayest see" (Rev. 3: 18). Then too to be a 

sweet savor of Him in every place we need the 
spices of the Heavenly Merchan�man, which have 

been made from plants grown in the wilderness. 

"Behold his bed, which is Solomon's; threescore 
valiant men are about it, of the valiant of Israel." 
We have here the bed of Solomon surrounded by 
valiant men to guard the person of Solomon, lest 
an attack should be made upon him during the 

night. They are fearless men, determined at all 
costs to def end their lord. We must be ready to 
defend the Person of Christ today. The enemy 
has made repeated attacks upon His Person, and 

knows the best time to make them. Sometimes he 

attacks the truth of His birth; sometimes His sin

less life; and again it is His atoning death which 

is denied. Attacks have also been made upon the 

truth of His resurrection, and upon His Eternal 
Sonship. He was the Son from eternity, for God 
sent His Son into the world, not One who after

wards became His IS'on; and as the Son, He had 
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glory with the Father before the foundation of 
the. world (John 17) . While their source is the 
enemy of souls, these attacks come from the most 
unexpected quarters; at times from those who 
once stood in defence of Christ's Person. We need 
to hold all the truth, and contend earnestly for 
the faith once delivered unto the saints. 

The warriors who defended Solomon's bed were 
valiant men, to be depended on in any onslaught 
on his person. And we must an be good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ, and put on the whole armor of 
God, as all the males in Israel, from twenty years 
and upward, were numbered for military service. 

"They all hold swords, being expert in wali: 
every man hath his sword upon his thigh because 
of fear in tbe night." All are armed in readi
ness. . Think of the exploits of David's mighty 
men! The Tachmonite lifted up his spear against 
eight hundred men at one time (2 Sam. 23). 
Eleazar, almost alone, with no army behind him, 
�aced the enemy's army and smote the Philistines 
until his hand was weary and his hand clave unto 
his sword. Shammah fought against a troop of 
Philistines and def ended a patch of lentils. There 
was Abishai, who lifted up his spear against three 
hundred and slew them. David's men were evi
dently expert in war, and so were the men chosen 
to def end Solomon's bed. In all businesses today 
they seek for experts. Abraham's men, trained 
in his own house to fight, were numbered at three 
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hundred and eighteen. Solomon's expert men 

would know every move of the enemy; and we 

should not be in ignorance of the devices of Satan. 

It is stated that every man had his sword upon 

his thigh. Each was responsible to see to his 

own sword; each was responsible to Solomon for 

its use. In Nehemiah's day, those who built the 

wall had a sword and a trowel; the sword was 

for defence, the trowel for building. They did 

not use the sword against their brethren, but their 

enemies. They were both fighters and builders, 

and we may learn through them that we must use 

the sword as well as the trowel today. They had 

their swords in readiness, because of "fear in the 
night." They knew the enemy might take advan

tage of the night to make an attack. "We must 

not sleep, as do others, but watch and be sober." 

"They that sleep, sleep in the night," and it was 

"while men slept, the enemy sowed tares." 

"King Solomon made himself a chariot of the 

wood of Lebanon. He made the pillars thereof of 

silver, th� bottom thereof of gold, the covering of 

it of purple, the midst thereof being paved with 

love, for the daughters of Jerusalem." This 

chariot Solomon made for himself; he designed 

its plan and chose the kind of material to be used 

in it. Solomon is the great builder of the Old 

Testament. David was the warrior-king who sub

dued all his enemies, but S'olomon does not use the 
sword, but the trowel. He builds the house for 
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the Lord, then his own house, which took him 

thirteen years to complete, the house of the for

est of Lebanon. He built cities, and also a navy 

of ships. This chariot he built for his own use; 

it was his workmanship. We have been in the 

mind of God from etei::nity, part of His great pur

pose ( Eph. 1) , and we are also His workmanship 

(Eph. 2: 10). 

The "wood of Lebanon" is cedar-wonderful 

wood, durable and fragrant, cut down to be put 

into the king's chariot. Were we not wild trees, 

cut down, and builded together for a habitation 

of God through the Spirit? 

"He made the pillars thereof of silver." Pillars 

would speak to us of stability and strength. We 

learn later that the legs of the Bridegroom are 

like pillars of marble; there is no breakdown with 

Him. There were four pillars supporting the veil, 

while two great brazen pillars were in the porch 

of Solomon's temple, whose names were Jachin 

and Boaz. These silver pillars would suggest that 

what he builds rests on the redemptive work of 

Christ. 

"The bottom thereof of gold." Sand, the sand 

of the desert, was the floor of the tabernacle; but 

in the temple the floor was of pure gold. In the 

New Jerusalem the street is of pure. gold. The 

bottom being of gold would suggest to us the 

greatness and glory of our blessed Lord. It took 

a Divine Person to come here and accomplish such 
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a work as His. Only the Son of God could do it. 
"The covering of purple." This is the kingly 

color. When our Lord was here, they crowned 
Him with thorns, and put on Him a purple robe, 
then put a reed in His hand. They did all this in 
mockery, saying, "If He is .a king, we must crown 
Him, we must put on Him royal garments, and 
give Him the sceptre of a king." He shall reign 
in the coming day as the true Solomon, with 
crown, garments, �nd sceptre. He is not on His 
own throne today, but on His .Father's, for the 
Father has said, "Sit Thou here until I make 
Thine enemies Thy footstool." 

"The midst thereof being paved with love." In 
chapter two his banner over the bride is love; 
here� the chariot is paved with love. The whole 
structure rests on "God is love;" it can all be 
traced back to His great love wherewith He loved 
us, which passeth knowledge .. No matter which 
way we look we see His love, which we shall never 
be able to fathom. 

"Go forth, 0 ye daugl).ters of Zion, and behold 
King Solomon with the crown wherewith his 
mother crowned him in the day o� his espousals, 
and in the day of the gladness of his heart." We 
have looked at his work in the chariot, and now 
behold his glory. There are glories which our 
Lord shares with us; there are glories which we 
behold. Israel is looked at as His mother. Of 
this nation, according to the flesh, Christ came. 
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She is the mother of the man-child (Rev. 12). 

His mother crowned Him with thorns, and cried, 

"Away with Him! We will not have this Man to 

reign over us !" Those who compose the Church 

have bowed to His Lordship, and crowned Him in 

their hearts. The Father has crowned Him with 

glory and honor today. He is going to reign in the 

world to come, and all things are to be put under 

Him. "We do not yet see all things put under 

Him, but we . see Jesus, who was made a little 

lower than the angels for the suffering of deat1i, 

crowned with glory and honor" (Heb. 2). 

His mother, who is Israel, will yet crown Him. 

She will yet receive Him as her true and rightful 

King, and God will set His King on His holy hill 

of Zion. He must be crowned by His mother, and 

what a· day of rejoicing that will be! This wa·s 

part of the joy that was set before the Lord, that 

made Him endure the cross and despise the shame. 

David had to wait many years after his victory 

over Goliath of Gath before all Israel crowned 

him as their king. Abner went to the elders of 

Israel and said, "Ye have thought for a long time 

about making David king, now then do it." This 

is the day for which the Lord, as the true Solo

mon, has waited, and when Israel puts the crown 

on His head, His heart will rejoice. We often 

speak and sing of our joy at that glorious time, 

but what a day that will be for Him-"the day of 

the gladness of His heart." 



CHAPTER FOUR 

I
N chapter four we have the bridegroom's 

description of the bride, in chapter five the 

bride's description of the bridegroom. When 

he describes her he speaks to her, while her ac

count is given to others; for they have enquired 

of her, "What is thy beloved more than another 

beloved?" She so portrays him that they further 

enquire where he is gone, that they may seek 

, him with her. She speaks first of his head, goes 

down to his legs, then back to his mouth, and 

lingers over that. When words fail her to tell 

out how wonderful he is, she exclaims, "Yea, he 

is altogether lovely ! This is my beloved, and 

this is my friend !" 

When he describes her he says, "Behold, thou 

art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; thou hast 

doves' eyes within thy locks : thy hair is as a 

flock of goats, that appear from mount Gilead." 

He tells her how much he admires her, and 

touches on seven features which set forth the 

perfection of her beauties. He can see no fault 

in her, for he looks at her in beauties which are 

his own. 

He speaks first of her eyes, those windows of 

the soul which tell more than the lips. The lips 

may lie, but the eyes do not. He reads love for 
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him there, for her love is pure and deep, and 
she is as true to him as the dove to its mate, so 
he calls her his dove, the bird of purity and 
humility. Her eyes are single for him. Job said, 
"I have made a covenant with mine eyes; why, 
then, should I look upon a maid?" The bride 
has made a covenant with her eyes, and they are 
true to him. They are "hidden within her locks," 
for she is not bold, but marked by humility, by 
the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
is, in the sight of God, of great price. The locks 
hide the eyes today, for at best we only see 
through a glass darkly. What shall it be when 
we see face to face ! 

Her hair was like the long, glossy hair of the 
goats. As he looks at her separated from the 
world and set apart for himself, he compares her 
to those goats of Eastern lands. Her long hair 
would speak of separation, and of devotion to 
him. In the long, uncut hair of the Nazarite, 
separation is shown; while the long hair of Mary 
indicates devotion. In the hair of �he bride, you 
have her separation from the world and all its 
ways, and her entire devotion to her beloved. The 
N azarite must not have his locks cut; it was the 
sign of his vow. When he had completed his vow, 
the head was shaved, and the cut-off hair put 
under the peace offering, to give glory to God 
who had kept him from falling. Samson was a 
notable N azarite. On his head grew seven locks, 
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which were uncut until that day when Delilah 

put him to sleep and called for a man to shave 

his head. Samson arose and shook himself as at 

other times, but his strength was gone, and the 

Lord had departed from him. The goats were 

from mount Gilead, which means "testimony." 

The more we are in separation from the world, 

the better our testimony wiU be. If we go in 

for the things of the world, we lose our testimony. 

We need to be kept from the evil that is in the 

world; and One alone can keep us from falling. 

"Thy teeth are like a· flock of sheep that are 

even shorn, which came up from -the washing; 

whereof every one bear twins, and none is barren 

among them." The teeth of the bride are like a 

flock of sheep. There is not a broken tooth, not 

one lost nor out of place here, and they have not 

been set on edge by eating sour grapes. Sheep 

are clean animals, and do not feed on unsuitable 

food, but in the green pastures, and beside the 

still waters. Where do we feed today? And 

what do we use our teeth for? These are heart

searching questions. 

"Even shorn." The hair of the goats was un

cut, but the sheep were shorn to provide clothing. 

They have yielded their wool to their owner, and 

in this way are profitable to him. Have we been 

profitable to the Lord for all that He has expended 

on us? Remembering that He has bought us, that 

we are His-spirit, soul, and body-let us ask 
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ourselves, What have we yielded Him, seei_ng it 
has cost Him so much to make us His own? 

"Which came up from the washing." We are 
looked at as being washed all over, like the priests 
who were washed with water at the laver. We 
have the words of the Lord to Peter, "He that is 
washed needeth not save to wash his feet" (John 
13: 10); and Paul, writing to the Corinthians, 
could say, "And such were some of you, but ye are 
wa_shed" ( 1 Cor. 6) . The present ministry of 
Christ is to sanctify and cleanse us, by the wash
ing of water by the Word. "Ye are clean through 
the word which I have spoken unto you." 

"Every one bearing twins, and none barren 
among them." They are fruitful, and all twin
bearing; they increase and multiply. Rachel 
pleaded for children when she was barren; she 
cried, "Give me children, or I die!" Hannah cried 
to God for a man child, and God answered her 
prayer, giving her Samuel. We should be exer
cised concerning producing fruit for God. Peter 
said, "If ye do these things, ye shall be neither 
barren or unfruitful" (2 Peter 1). 

"Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, and thy 
speech is comely: thy temples are like a J)iece of 
pomegranate within thy locks." Her lips show 
that she is in a healthy condition, for white lips 
are a sign of weakness. There was a time when 
our lips were like the unclean, dangerous lips of 
the leper, who had to keep his mouth covered, and 
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cry, "Unclean, unclean!" (Lev. 13), lest anyone 

come near him unwarned. The Apostle Paul, 

speaking of what we were by nature, said, "The 

poison of asps is under their lips" (Rom. 3). 

When Isaiah learned himself in God's presence, 

he cried, "Woe is me ! for I am undone; because 

I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 

midst of a people of unclean lips" (Isa. 6). When 

his lips were touched with a live coal from off 

the altar, his iniquity was taken away and his sin 

purged. Jeremiah also needed his mouth to be 

touched before he sp.oke. But of our Lord it is 

written, "Grace is poured into Thy lips" (Ps. 

45: 2). 

Her lips were "like a thread of scarlet." It 

reminds us that it was a scarlet cord by which 

Rahab let down the spies, and afterwards put in 

her window. She had believed what God did at 

the Red Sea, and to Sihon, and Og, and asks the 

men for a true token. She must bind the scarlet 

cord, by which she let them down, in her window, 

to show them that there was a loyal heart inside, 

one who believed .in their God before they came 

into the land, and who had taken sides with them; 

and her home was marked off in this way. A 

scarlet thread was bound on the hand of Tamar's 

child at his birth ( Gen. 38 : 28) . This child was 

in the line of the kings. Tamar evidently valued 

the royal line, and for this she is brought into the 

genealogy of Christ. If we are in soul prosperity, 
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and have been feeding on the right kind of food, 

it must show in our lips. "We shall off er unto 

Him the fruit of our lips," and refuse to glory 

save in His cross. 

Her speech being "comely" shows that the 

bride has "set a watch before her mouth, and kept 

the door of her lips" (Ps. 141 : 3) . She has been 

· meditating on him, so, "out of the abundance of

the heart the mouth speaketh." No corrupt com

munication proceeds out of her mouth, but

rather "sound speech, which cannot be con

demned." We must "let our speech be always

with grace, seasoned with salt." The children

which were born as the result of the unequal yoke

between the Jews and the wives they had taken

from Ashdod, from Ammon, and from Moab, were

a grief to Nehemiah (Neh. 13). Their language

was not pure, but half in the speech of Ashdod,

and they could not speak in the Jews' language,

but according to the language of each people.

This was uncomely speech. That of some today

is after the same character ; sometimes they speak

the language of the world; at others that of

Canaan flows from their lips.

Her temples were likened to "a piece of pome

granate within her locks." There is no boldness 

or forwardness here. She is marked by meekness 

and gentleness. Her beauty is not shown to the 

world, but hidden behind her locks. God com

plained that His people were bold and refused to 
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blush (Isa. 48: 4; Jer. 6: 15; 8: 12). Pomegran
ates, part of the fruit of the land of Canaan 
(Num. 13: 23)', are nearly always mentioned with 
grapes and figs. With golden bells they formed 
a special addition to the borders of the garments 
of glory and beauty of the high priest (Exod. 28). 
They speak of fruitfulness and testimony. The 
beauties of the pomegranate are hidden, inward 
beauties; and those of the_ bride cannot be seen 
by the natural eye; her adorning is not outward, 
but inward. Her Lord is sanctified in her heart ; 
He dwells in the heart by faith. Scripture speaks 
of the hidden man of the heart ! 

"Thy neck is like the tower of Dav'id builded 
for an armory, whereon there hang a thousand 
bucklers, all shields of mighty men." God spoke 
of His people as displeasing Him by their stiff
neckedness. Stephen, in his famous speech, de
scribed them as stiffnecked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears, saying, "Ye always resist the 
Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye." No 
longer stiff necked and under the yoke of bondage, 
the bride is in liberty, but under law to Him. She 
has found "His yoke to be easy, and His burden 
light." 

Her neck is compared to "the tower of David" 
for strength. That mighty tower not only 
provides a storehouse or arsenal, and is filled with 
trophies of war, but from that safe, strong place 
the enemy can be seen, and the armor is at hand 



SONG OF SOLOMON 4: 4, 5 117 

ready to meet every attack he might make. There 

is armor to be used against the enemy ; shields 

to protect us and trophies which have been taken 

from the enemy in past conflicts, the sight of 

which would encourage us to go forward to meet 

the foe again in the day of battle. David had 

many mighty men who stood with him, and fought 

with him. We need, and must take up, the whole 

armor of God today, for the attacks of the enemy 
are many, . upon the Person of Christ as well as 
on ourselves. Think of the mighty men Paul 
mentions in Romans who have left their shields 
for us to take down and use in a day when an 
attack is made. We cannot remain neutral like 
t�e inhabitants of Meroz, who came under a curse 
because "they came not to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty" (Judges 5 : 23) . 

"Thy two breasts are like two you1_1g roes that 

are twins, which feed among the lilies." We have 
here what speaks of first love, which the Lord can 
never forget. He had it against the church at 
Ephesus that they had left their first love; and 
He would never forget in Israel the love of their 

youth, and the joy of their espousals. The bride
groom has no charge to bring against her here. 
The two breasts are compared to two young roes 
that are twins-born at the same time, nourished 
by ·the same mother, growing at the same time, 
feeding in the same place, and inseparable. This 
would set forth undivided affection. It is said of 
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David's mighty men that they were of one heart; 

they had not a heart for David and a heart for 

Saul. 

"Feeding among the lilies." He feeds among 

the lilies. Where he feeds, she can feed; his in

terests become her interests; she delights to be 

where he is. If he gets satisfaction there, surely 

she can be satisfied also. Young roes are timid 

and easily frightened, and they cannot feed on 

unsuitable food, but there, in. his lily beds, they 

are at home. Where do we feed? Do we feed 

where He feeds? If we do, we shall bcome more 

like the Bridegroom. We must have a pure feed

ing-place, and food which can build us up. 

"Until the day break, and the shadows flee 

away, I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, 

and to the hill of frankincense." It is still night, 

and the time of His rejection, but we are not 

children of the night. As children of the day we 

ardently long for it to come, but there can be no 

day until He appears who alone can usher it in. 

Then we shall have done with night and shadows. 

Until then, the bride will seek those things which 

are above, and set her affection on things above, 

not on things on the earth. She wants to be above 

this world. After the announcement of the angel 

to her the mother of our Lord retired to the hill 

country. In the book of Joshua in the inheritance 

of the land the hill country is often spoken of as 

for the strong (Josh. 17). When Caleb was 



SONG OF SOLOMON 4: 6-8 119 

eighty-and-five years of age, he said, "I am as 
strong ... as in the day when Moses sent me ... . 

Now therefore give me this mountain." The Lord 
often retired to a mountain for prayer and com

m union with His Father. He took the disciples 
up to a mountain and sat down and taught them 

(Matt. 5). Then when His disciples were toiling 
in r_owing on the lake, He was on the mountain 
praying for them. He took Peter, James, and 
John up to a mountain to see His glory; Moses 
and Elias were there also, and the subject of their 
conversation was His death (the myrrh). It be
came to them a hill of frankincense. It is on 
the mount that we learn much of Him, and learn 
too the estimate set upon Him by His Father. 

"Thou art an fair, my love; there is no spot in 
thee." He now unfolds his love to her. So Christ 
loves His Church, and has made known His love 
to her, in going into death. She is now "holy, 

and without blame before Him in love;" and soon 
He shall "present her to Himself a glorious 
Church, without spot or wrinkle, or any such 

thing.'' 

"Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with 
me from Lebanon: look from the top of Amana, 
from the top of Shenir and Hermon, from the 
lions' dens, from the mountains of the leopards." 
Lebanon is a border mountain, lying between the 
enemy's country and the land of God's purpose. 

It is a delightful couptry, very attractive to the 
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eye. It was never conquered by the people of 

God, and is like the world in its attractiveness, 

which captivates so many of the hearts of the 

saints today. 

From the top of Amana there is a wonderful 

view. You cannot get a view of the inheritance 

from Mount Sinai. Moses, who was f :;:1,rther up 

that mountain than any man, said, "I exceedingly 

fear and quake." Think of· the view Moses got 

from Mount Pisgah when God showed him the 

land, and he prayed, "Let me go in." Think-of 

the view of the millennial city that Ezekiel got 

from the mountain. To see the Holy City, the New 

Jerusalem, John was transported to a great and 

high mountain. Satan took the Lord up to a high 

mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of 

the world in a moment of time. Here the bride 

has a view of the whole inheritance which is to 

be put under Christ in the coming day, and which 

He shall share with His bride. In that day the 

Lord shall reign from shore to shore. There will 

be no dangers then, for Satan will be chained. 

Until that time there are hidden dangers which 

she cannot see. The Hons' den is there, and we 

know that Satan is spoken of as "a roaring lion 

who goeth about, seeking whom he may devour.' 

He is constantly watching the saints, seeking their 

harm, and we need to be delivered from the evil 

one. Then there are the mountains of the leopards. 

We are in danger of the workings of the flesh, 
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also. The question is asked, "Can the Ethiopian 

change his skin, or the leopard his spots?" The 

flesh can never be changed. You may cultivate 

it as you like, but "that which is born of the flesh 

is flesh." It may seem at times to be improved, 

but it merely retires to gain strength to make a 

fresh attack. We need to be on our guard against 

the world, as set before us in the position of 

Lebanon. At the extreme north of Palestine, look

ing out on the world, it is the border-land, and 

but for the grace and purposes of God His peo

ple might have gone over into the world. We 

need to beware of the world, the devil, and the 

flesh. 

He says, "Come with me." The, first invitation 

He gave us was the one, "Come unto Me, all ye 

that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give 
you rest." He wants to lead her away from the 

dangers to which she is exposed, so he woos her 

to come with him, away from the border-land and 

its dangers. He also wants her company, and de

sires to keep her from the evil, that is in the 

world. 

She would come down from Shenir and Hermon 

with the dew of those mountains upon her (Ps. 

133 : 3) . David, in his lament over Jonathan, re

quested that there be no dew on the mountains of 

Gilboa because of what had there taken place. The 

dew speaks of special blessing from God. In his 

song Moses declared his speech would distil as the 
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dew because he would publish the name of the 
Lord (Deut. 32: 2, 3). His face shone when he 

came down from the mount, for he had been with 

God. We cannot be with the Lord without show

ing the reflection of His glory; nor can we be on 

Mount Hermon without its dew accompanying any 

ministry. 

"Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my 

spouse; thou hast ravished my heart with one of 

thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck." He uses 

the most endearing terms to tell how much he 

values her love. She has been so completely over

come by his love that she said, "I am sick of love." 

He is now completely overcome by her love for 

him. He has also brought her into the closest of 

relationships to himself, that he can speak of her 

as his sister and his spouse. The blessed Lord 

has brought us so near to Himself, that He is not 

ashamed to call us His brethren and His friends. 

He values one look of her eye, for he knows 

that that eye is single for him, and can see love· 

for him there. It is because he has first loved 

her. How he delights to see evidences of her love 

towards him, and he values them all ! Even one 

chain of her neck appeals to him. There are 

chains on her neck in chapter one; then here her 

neck is compared to the tower of David (ver. 4). 

He put those chains there, exalted her and 

adorned her; yet one of those graces which he has 

put on her can overcome him. 



SONG OF SOLOMON 4: 9-11 123 

"How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse! 

how much better is thy love than wine ! and the 

smell of thine ointments than all spices !" In the 

first chapter, the bride speaks of his love being 
better than wine, and his name like ointment 

poured forth. Here, it is her love which is better 

to him than anything on earth, and her ointments 

than all spices. Her love far surpasses anything 

of this world; the love which she can give him is 
sweet to him. It intimates that the pouring out 
before our Lord of. our love exceeds everything 
to Him. How much David valued the love of the 
mighty men who risked their lives to draw water 
from the well of Bethlehem for him! We see, 
also, how he valued the· love of Jonathan, which 
surpassed the love of women. Think of how the 

Lord suffered in order that He might have the 
love of our hearts. 

She has ointments here, but they are for him. 

W� have the Spirit as the anointing, but here it 

is the smell of our ointments, what we bring to 

Him. We are reminded of Mary (John 12), when 

she came to the feet of the Lord just as He was 
about to leave the world and return to the Father. 

She came with a pound of ointment, very costly, 

and put it on His feet, and the house was filled 
with the odor of the ointment. The smell of that 

ointment was sweet to Him. 

"Thy lips, 0 my spouse, drop as the honeycomb : 

honey and milk are under thy tongue; and the 
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smell of thy garments is like the smell of Leb

anon." He has already spoken of her lips as being 

like a thread of scarlet, and her speech comely. 

Her lips drop as the honeycomb now; for the 

honey drops only when the honeycomb is full. If 

he has been filling her soul, the thoughts she has 

had concerning him must flow from her lips. The 

words are there, ready to be dropped at the right 

time. "Honey and milk" are under her tongue. 

The land of Canaan is spoken of as a "land flow

ing with milk and honey." It is written, concern

ing the Lord, that "butter and hon·ey shall He 

eat." She has been feeding on the richness of the 

land, so it is no wonder she can give expression 

to such thoughts, for we are just what we feed 

on! His words are compared to ho�y, so that 

now she is able to give out what she has enjoyed 

of his Word. Her tongue would be like "the pen 

of a ready writer," and she would be able to speak 

of the things which she had made concerning him 

(Ps. 45: 1). 

"The smell of thy garments is like the smell of 

Lebanon." The garments of the bridegroom 

smelled of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia (Ps. 45: 

8). When Isaac was blessing Jacob, he was un

easy as to it. He invited him to come near to 

him in his blindness that he might feel him_. He 

did not seem, even then, to be quite sure about 

him, so he asks his son to kiss him, and as he� 

kissed him he smelled his clothing (for he was 



SONG OF S'OLOMON 4 : 12, 13 125 

clothed in the garments of Esau, the firstborn) , 
and said, "The smell of my son is as the smell of 
a field that the Lord has blessed" (Gen. 27). At 
the installation of Aaron to the priestly office, the 
perfume of the anointing oil was upon his gar
ments. The women of the East perfume their 
garments, and the bride's garments are scented, 
so that wherever she goes this wonderful frag
rance surrounds her. It is said of Egypt, that 
the land stank. We should not have any of the 
odors of that land about us, but carry _the frag
rance of Christ. To do this we are exhorted to 
"put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no pro
vision for the flesh." 

"A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse ; a 
spring shut up, a. fountain sealed." She is looked 
at now as a garden which he has set apart for 
hi�self. It is not a field-that would speak of 
the world-it is a place under cultivation, and the 
bridegroom owns it and tends it. In the be
ginning God planted a garden, and put Adam 

. . 

there to dress and to keep it; but man sinned and 
was driven out from the garden by God. S'ince 
then, the earth has brought forth thorns and 
thistles. Israel was also taken up, and tried 
under the most favorable circumstances. God 
gave them, as His own garden, the finest oppor
tunity to bring forth fruit; but instead of grapes, 
they brought forth wild grapes, briars, and thorns 
(Isa. 5). He could not have done more for His 
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vineyard than He had done. The saints are His 
garden today, for we are spoken of as "God's hus
bandry" (1 Cor. 3: 9). 

This garden is enclosed and protected ; there is 
a wall there to keep out the wild beasts which 
would destroy it. It is bolted and barred, so that 
nothing may damage the plants which the Father 
has planted. The saints are taken out of the 
world and given to the Lord Jesus for His ow� 
joy and satisfaction. 

The spring is shut up; it is not a public drink
ing-place. The water here is used for his own 
garden, for those wonderful plants which he has. 
He is the only one who can draw this water. The 
Lord delights to water His own, so that they may 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of His will. 
It was also sealed with his own seal, which 
marked it as his. Are we not marked as His own, 
and "sealed by the Holy Spirit until the day of 
redemption?" We know also that "the foundation 
of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are His." 

"Thy plants are an orchard of pomengranates, 
with pleasant fruits, _camphire, with spikenard, 
spikenard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon, 
with all trees of frankincense; myrrh and aloes, 
with all the chief spices." We now leave the gar
den and come to the orchard; for the saints are 
not only looked at as a garden of beautiful flowers, 
but as an orchard in which there are choice fruit-
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trees. If He dresses and keeps the garden, He 
attends, as the Husbandman, the trees in the 

orchard. Every tree is expected to be a fruit
bearing· tree. He digs and dungs in order that 
there might be fruit brought forth. This is not 

pleasant work, but necessary if the best fruit is 
to be produced. 

We have also a great variety of spices. What 
answers to them is produced in the saints today, 
and there is nothing so delightful to His heart. 
Think of the Lord in His dealings with each saint; 
His ways are very different with each, so that 
there might be variety in the spic�s produced. 

As there were no such spices as the Queen of 
Sheba brought from her distant land to Solomon, 
so there is nothing so delightful to the Lord as 
those which have been brought for His enjoyment 
from the far-off place. 

"A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, 
and streams from Lebanon." This is a garden 
well supplied with water. The absence of water 

makes a desert (Isa. 1: 30; 58: 11), but there is 
no lack here. It is interesting to note that there 

is a well and streams here. You have life in full 
energy. The well takes us back at once to the 

springing well in Numbers 21. It is after the 

lifting up of the brazen serpent that we have the 
song of the springing well. The Lord told the 

woman at Sychar's well, that the water He would 

give her would be in her a well of living water. 
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In chapter seven of John we have the streams 
flowing out in blessing. The Lord said, "He that 
believeth in Me, out of his belly shall flow rivers 
of living water." In Ezekiel 47 we see the river 
flowing ·out from the house, round by the south 
side of the altar. It brings life to all it touches, 

and fruitfulness wherever it flows. As the streams 
come "down from Lebanon," so the Holy Spirit 
flows from Christ in glory. 

"Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; 
blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may 
flow out. Let my beloved come into his garden, 
and eat his pleasant fruits." The Holy Spirit .is 
likened to the wind in the book of Ezekiel, and is 
called upon to quicken the dead bones which filled 
the valley. The Lord said to Nicodemus, "The 
wind bloweth where it listeth ... thou canst not 
tell whence it cometh, or whither it goeth; so is 
everyone that is born of the Spirit;" and when the 
Spirit came on the day of Pentecost, it was as a 
rushing, mighty wind. 

The north is where the cold winds come from. 

In the book of Jeremiah, frequent mention is 
made of trouble coming from the north. It is 
from thence that the storms and whirlwinds come. 
It was on the north side of the altar that the 

sacrifice was slain (Lev.· 1), and the Lord Jesus 
was put to death on the north side, and the storm 

in all its fury broke upon Him. The north wind 
may blow upon a home and carry away a loved 
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one, as it did to that home at Bethany when 
Lazarus died (John 11). It may blow upon the 
saints in the form of persecution, but this may 
be beneficial to them ( Acts 8 : 1) . 

The south is the land of sunshine. Isaac dwelt 
in a south land; and the captives prayed, "Turn 
Thou our captivity, 0 Lord, as streams in the 
south" (Ps. 126). "Thy garments are warm 
when He quieteth the earth by the south wind" 
(Job 37: 17). The river that flowed from the 
temple, in Ezekiel, came round by the south side 
of the altar (Ezek. 47). Caleb gave his daughter 
a south land (Judges 1 : 15) . These different 
winds are needed, to blow upon the garden, that 
the odors of the spices might flow out. They are 
there, but the wind is nee�ed that they may be 
enjoyed. The cold, sharp wind of the north is 
needed, as well as that gentle and warm wind 
from the south. 

She now invites him to come into his garden. 
He does not come to surprise her, but by her in
vitation. The Lord loves to be constrained .by His 
own (Luke 24). It is His garden, and the fruits 
are His, but He loves to be invited, to be wel� 
corned. He delights to come into the midst of His 
own when they are gathered together. 



CHAPTER FIVE 

"I AM come into my garden, my sister, my

spouse: I have gathered my myrrh with my 

spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my 

honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk : eat, 

0 friends ; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 be

loved." 

The bride appeals to the bridegroom to come 

into his garden. He has been waiting for this 

invitation, and accepts it and comes. He has given 

his garden much care and attention that he 

might get what will delight his heart. The fruit 

produced in it is for himself. S'urely, then, "the 

husbandman that laboreth must first be partaker 

of the fruit." He comes, he gathers, he eats, and 

drinks. 

When the Lord eats, two things are associated 

together. His food is mentioned in Isa. 7: 14, 15 

-"Butter and honey shall He eat, that He may 

know to refuse the evil, and choose the good." 

"I have gathered my i;nyrrh with my spice." "I 

have drunk my wine with my milk." When He 

fed the multitude, it was with loaves and fishes. 

When He instituted the Lord's Supper, He used 

bread and wine. When He ate in resurrection 

(Luke 24), it was a piece of broiled fish and 

honeycomb. When the fishing expedition came 
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ashore, they found a fire, with fish and bread laid 

thereon (John 21) . When Melchizedek greeted 

Abraham, it was with bread and wine (Gen. 14). 

The land of Canaan was said to be a land flowing 

with milk and honey. We have here myrrh and 

spice, honeycomb and honey, wine and milk. 

There are different grades in the family of God, 

yet the Lord has something from each. The 

myrrh and spice is gathered from those who have 

been through sorrow. He has those in His garden 

who have been through deep suffering, and the 

more they have been crushed, the more they have 

yielded for Him. "Honey and honeycomb"-those 

who have been living in the land flowing with 

milk and honey are able to yield to Him this 

precious food. Wine is given to Him by the more 

mature saints. It was used in the drink-offering. 
The first time Jacob was at Bethel, he had only 

oil; but the next time he was there he had wine, 

and poured it out as a drink-offering. The milk 

comes from the babes, for "out of the mouths of 

babes and sucklings He hath perfected praise." 

Others, those who are His friends, are now in

vited to join. When the marriage-supper of the 

Lamb takes place, there are those who are called 

to that supper (Rev. 19). The bridegroom has 

had · his portion ; now his friends are called, for 

there is a portion for them. The Lord has called 

us His friends, and jt was for His friends He 

laid down His life. He said, "I call you no longer 
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servants, but friends." "Ye are My friends if ye 
do what�oever I command you." His frjends are 
invited to eat and drink. The first mention in the 
Scriptures of eating bread and drinking wine is 

when Melchizedek met Abraham returning from 
the slaughter of the kings, and strengthened him 
to be able to refuse the off er of the king of Sodom 
(Gen. 14). We need to eat and drink similarly 
if we are to stand for God in these last days. In 
the peace-offering all had a portion-God, the 
priest, and the offerer. - In this garden things are 
in abundance; it is a feast. So what marks 
Christianity is life "more abundantly." Our Lord 
would have us filled, so that the world can get 
no part of us ; and for this we are exhorted to be 
"filled with the Spirit." We are now able to taste 
the fatness of His house, and dr�nk the river of 

His pleasure. 

"I sleep, but my heart waketh: . it is the voice 

of my beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to me, 

my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled : for my 

head is filled with dew, and my locks with the 

drops of the night." 

The feast is now over and gone. How soon she 

forgets, and how little she has retained. It seems 

scarcely possible that one who has enjoyed such 

high privileges could so soon forget them and 

drop into this low spiritual condition. Yet the 

·disciples slept on the mount of transfiguration,

and later passed from the upper room (where the
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Lord instituted the \S'upper, making an appeal to 

their hearts to remember Him and do this until 

He returned) into the garden, where they fell 

asleep, and could not even watch with Him one 

hour. They could sleep in the hour of His glory; 

they could sleep also in the hour of His suffering. 

"I sleep"-do you sleep? If you do, it is high 

time to awake. "Let us not sleep as do others." 

It was when Sisera slept that the woman, Jael, 

to_ok a workman's hammer and a nail, and pinned 

that great warrior to the tent floor (Judges 4). 

It was while Samson slept that the Philistines 

shaved his head (Judges_ 16). It was while men 

slept that the enemy came and sowed tares. 

The bride's sleep is an uneasy sleep, for the 

heart that knows Christ can never rest if it turns 

away from Him. It is vain to turn to the world 

for rest of soul. Apparently the bride is neither 

sleeping nor waking, neither cold nor hot-a most 

dangerous condition to be in. If she sleeps, He 

does not, for He never slumbers nor sleeps. How 

often He seeks to arouse us, for He speaks to us 

in various ways, all calling in varying tones, 

"Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from among 

the dead, and Christ shall give thee light" (Eph. 

5: 14). Do we awake at His call, or do we sleep 

on? When He came to His disciples in the garden 

the first time, He asked them if they could not 

watch with Him one hour. When He came again 

He said, "Sleep on now, and take your rest." 
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He is outside now, and stands knocking at the 

door. She must have kept him there a long time. 

He has said to His own, "Knock, and it shall be 

opened unto you." Here, He knocks and she does 

not open unto Him. In the book of the Revela

tion we find the Lord Jesus standing outside. the 

church at Laodicea, knocking. It is a church 

which keeps Him out, a church which owns His 

name gives Him the outside place. They may 

have plenty of gifts there, a fine building, no debt, 

good attendance; but they are asleep, and the 

Lord is outside. He knocks, saying, "Behold, I 

stand at the door and knock, if any man will hear 

My voice, and open the door., I will come in to 

him, and sup with him, and he with Me" (Rev. 3: 

20). When the church fails, He appeals to the 

individual, that He may come in, in blessing, as 

He delights to do. 

His• love is unchanged, but the bride's love is 

cold towards him. He would tell her how precious 

she is to him-"my sister," that speaks of the 

relationship which exists between them; "my 

love," she is the object of his heart; "my dove" is 

a term of endearment (she is gentle, devoted, �nd 

beautiful) ; "my undefiled" speaks of her purity. 

He appeals to her heart by telling her of hi_s love, 

for her coldness has not changed his love towards 

her. In appealing to her affections, he tells her 

of the night, the dew and the drops of the night 

upon him. It is still the night of our Lord's re-
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jection, as we are reminded every time we par

take of the Lord's Supper. Paul appeals to the 

hearts of the Corinthians when recalling them to 
the truth of the Lord's Supper as he had given 

it to them at the first. He says, "The Lord Jesus 
the same night in which He was betrayed took 

bread." We know that it is the time of His re

jection by the world, but how strange it seems 
that the one whom the Saviour loved, and for 
whom He gave Himself, should take her ease and 
be asleep, while He who loved her unto death 
stands outside her closed doors. This must be 
very disappointing to Him. He would constantly 
appeal to our hearts by bringing His love before 
us, reminding us of His· sufferings, the nights He 
spent on the Mount of Olives, the. time in the 
garden. What a night that was when He fell on 
His face, and sweat as it were great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground ! 

"I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on? 
I have washed my feet; how shall I defile them?" 
She is ready with excuses why she does not open 
unto him. Are we not as ready with excuses for 
our spiritual condition? "My business takes up 
so much of my time; I have so many things to 
do; I need to look after myself a little more." The 
real reason is sleep. He is waiting and willing 
to enter, but she must open the door. She allows 
trivial things to hinder her. She says, "I have 
put off my coat." She is so comfortable inside 
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that she does not want to be disturbed when she 

has settled down. In the days when Nehemiah 

and his faithful workers were building the wall 

of Jerusalem, they were surrounded by enemies. 

They were at their posts night and day, for they 

had to watch as well as· work. The Governor, 

Nehemiah, his brethren, and his servants, set an 

example of persevering and earnest endeavor, 

for none of them put off his clothes night or day, 

except for washing. It .was a day for working 

and watching, not a day for rest. But here the 

bride is ungirded ; she has put off the armor. She 

has been into. his chambers, followed his flock, sat 

under his shadow, visited his banqueting-house, 

and seen his care over her when exposed to the 

lion. Now sleep has overcome her, and the bride

groom is shut out. 

She is thinking of her feet. They are washed, 

and she cannot defile them. When the visitors 

came to Abraham's tent, the first thing he thought 

of was the washing of their feet (Gen. 18: 4). 

When Abraham's servant came into. the home of 

Rebecca they brought water to wash his feet and 

the feet of the men that were with him (Gen. 24: 

32) .. When Joseph's brethren came into Joseph's

house, water was given them to wash their feet

( Gen. 45 : 24) . The woman of the city washed

the feet of the Saviour, but it was with her tears

(Luke 7), while Mary put precious ointment on

the feet of her Lord (John 12). The bride cared
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only for her own feet, and had no thought for 

those other glorious feet which had brought the 

glad tidings to her. 

"My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the 

door, and my bowels were moved for him." If 

she would not open to him, he would seek an open

ing. He puts his hand in by the hole of the door 

in an effort to reach and stir up her heart. :rt 

is not His hand in chastening here, though some

times His hand is heavy upon us (Ps. 32: 4). He 

does not force the door and enter, but rather seeks 

to arouse the bride from her sleep. He could have 

used his hand in power, and forced the door, but 

prefers to appeal to her heart. Think• of the 

Lord's hand. There was a mark in that hand. 

The Lord Jesus could say to Thomas, "Reach 

hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and 

reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side" 

(John 20: 27), for Thomas had asked to see the 

print of the nails, and to put his finger into them. 

Did He not show unto His own, His hands and 

His side? The Hebrew servant, to show his love 

for his master, his wife, and his children, was 

taken to the door-post, and had his ear thrust 

through with an awl (Exod. 21), for evermore to 

carry in his body its marks. The Lord Jesus had 

these marks on His person to show His own how 

much He had loved them. 

"Her bowels were moved for him." When she 

sees that hand, she is stirred. The heart that 
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cannot be moved by such loving appeals must be 

cold indeed. 
"I rose up to open to my beloved ; and my hands 

dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with sweet 

smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock." 

The bride is aroused. His hand and his love 

have touched her heart, and now she rises. It has 

taken some time to awaken her; and there is fur

ther delay whilst she finds the coat she has laid 

aside, and girds herself in readiness to meet him. 

He has left behind him the sweet-smelling myrrh 

which speaks of the love which suffered so much 

for her. He has appealed to �er by his love, and 

now leaves behind what would remind her of it. 

At every turn, his unfailing love is brought be

fore her. 

"I opened to my beloved; but my beloved had 

withdrawn himself, and was gone : my soul failed 

when he spake: I sought him, but I could not find 

him; I called him, but he gave me no answer." 

When she opens the door, she finds that he .whom 

she has kept waiting there so long has gone. Did 

he not feel being out in the cold? She must be 

made to feel it now. If there is to be true self

judgment, she must be made to feel "it is an evil 

and bitter thing to f or�ake the Lord." He has 

withdrawn Himself--did He not say, "I will go 

and hide Myself"? He has withdrawn Himself 

until there is real self-judgment with her. She 

calls, but He gives her no answer. Had He not 
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called her, and there was no response? Have we 
not had similar experiences, when we have found 
that, owing to our carelessness, He has withdrawn 
Himself? We call on Him in our prayers, but the 
heavens seem as brass, and there is no answer. 
She feels as Job did when he cried, "Oh, that I 
knew where I might find Him, and come to His 
seat!" 

"The watchmen that went about the city found 
me, they smote me, they wounded me; the keepers 
of the walls took away my veil from me." 

She cannot find him, but the watchmen find her. 
Think of the grac� and love which he has shown 
her! Now she falls into other hands, far less 
kind. By experience David knew the difference, 
and desired to fall into the Lord's hands rather 
than into the hands of men. The watchmen give 
her· very rough treatment. The Lord often per
mits such experiences for our good. When Shimei 
came out to curse King David, and threw stones 
at him, and cast dust, Abishai asked leave from 
David the king to go over and cut off his head. 
David said, "What have I to do with you, ye sons 
of Zeruiah? So let him curse, because the Lord 
hath said unto him, Curse David. Who shall then 
say, Wherefore hast thou done so?" Can we ac
cept the cursing of men and the treatment of the 
watchmen as from the Lord? 

The city is where man rules, and she must meet 
with its requirements. The watchmen took her 
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for a worthless woman, wandering about the city 

alone, and they smote and wounded her. "If the 

righteous smite, it is like an oil of gladness for the 

head," but she has fallen into the hands of those 
who do not understand her, and cannot help her 

in the search for her beloved. How often, when 

a soul is aroused· and seeking the Lord, there are 

those who smite and wound, but who cannot help 

the enquirer to find the One whom he is seeking. 

"The keepers of the wall took a way my veil." 
The veil was a mark of subjection, of modesty. 

Rebecca veiled herself when she met Isaac. In 

the Christian assembly, the woman wears a veil 

or covering to show she is in subjection to the 
man (1 Cor. 11). 

The bride is now aroused, and must find her 

beloved at all costs. She now asks others to help 

her. "I charge you, 0 daughters of Jerusalem, if 

ye find my beloved, that ye tell him that I am 

sick of love." In the second chapter she is sick 

of love because she has been given so much that 

she cannot contain any more; now it is becaus� 

she longs for him and cannot find him. She has 

passed through such bitter experiences, and such 

self-judgment, that she has reached the point 

when she is ready for restoration. The way back 

is always open when we have judged ourselves, as 

she finds. He is ready to reveal himself; for he 

is not far away; but has only withdrawn himself. 

The Lord is tender in His dealings with us, for 
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He always looks for our return when there has 
been departure from Him. 

"What is thy beloved more than another be
loved, 0 thou fairest among women? What is thy 
beloved more than another beloved, that thou dost 
so charge us?'' 

The daughters of Jerusalem call her "the fair
est among women." The bridegroom had so 
called her in the first chapter. She was that to 
him, and now she is fairest in their eyes also. She 
has come out in his beauties, and as they see her 
to be like him, they call her "the fairest amon� 
women." 

They ask her what her beloved is more than 
another beloved. When the Lord Jesus was here, 
He asked His disciples, "Whom do men say that 
I the Son of Man am?" Peter answered Him, 
"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God" 
(Matt. 16). He was asked by the woman at 
Sychar's well, "Art Thou greater than our father 
Jacob, which gave us the well?" He was greater 
than Jacob, for He had met Jacob and wrestled 
with him and crippled him. He was asked by the 
Jews, "Art Thou greater than our father Abra
ham, which is dead?" They were answered, 
"Abraham rejoiced to see My day; he saw it and 
was glad." He could also say, "Before Abraham 
was, I am." Solomon and Jonah were remarkable 
men, but when the Lord was on earth He could 
simply and truly say, "Behold, a greater than 
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Solomon is here," and, "A greater than Jonah is 

here." The Word of God further declares Him to

be "so much better than the angels" (Heb. 1). 

"My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest 

among ten thousand." It was said of David that 

he "was ruddy and of a fair countenance" ( 1 Sam. 

17: 42), and his people once said, "Thou art worth 

ten thousand of us" (2 Sam. 18: 3). David is a 

type of his greater Lord, just as the beloved here 

is a picture of Him. White spea:ks of His spot

less purity. He was holy, undefiled, "without 

spot," while all others were sinful. On the mount 

His garments were whiter than · any fuller on 

earth could make them, fit emblem of His blame

less life. He was beautiful, ruddy, full of life, as 

indicated by the types which set Him forth in this 

way-the rams' skins dyed red; the red heifer 

(Exod. 26; Num. 19). 

As "the chief est among ten thousand" He is the 

Leader, the "Captain of our salvation;" "He is 

anointed with the oil of gladness above His f el

lows ;" "He is the firstborn among many breth

ren;" the "Great High Priest." He · is also the 

"Chief Shepherd ;" a "Prince among the kings of 

the earth;" "King of kings, and Lord of lords." 

The bride delights in Him and can describe Him 

because of her intimate acquaintance with Him, 

because she has meditated on His beauties. Many 

can expound doctrine, and are well grounded in 

that. Some can tell you about the glorious offices 
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which He fills for His people. Some can speak 

about the Scriptures. The bride can speak about 

her beloved. To her there is none like Him. 

"His head is as the most fine gold, his locks are 

bushy, and black as a raven." She starts with 

his head, and goes over his various beauties, down 

to his legs, then back to his mouth, and lingers 

over it. "His head." We remember that when 

He was here, in the days of His humiliation, He 

could say, "The foxes have holes and the birds of 

the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not 

where to lay His head." There was once when 

He had a pillow for His head-when they we1.e 

crossing the lake, He was asleep on a pillow in 

the hinder part of the ship. The Gershonites car

ried the soft hangings belonging to the tabernacle, 

and a real Gershonite must have been in the com

pany that day, who provided that pillow. That 

head like fine gold was once crowned here, but 

with thorns. On the cross He said, "Father, into 

Thy hands I commend My spirit," and bowed His 

head and gave up the ghost. 

"His head is as the most fine gold." What a 

contrast this is to the image of Nebuchadnezzar, 

which had a "head of fine gold, his breast and 

arms. of silver, his belly and thighs of brass, his 

legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay" 

(Dan. 2). The metals in that image decrease in 

worth, but when we look at the types of the be

loved we find no decrease in value. The bride 
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describes his head as of fine gold ; w bile his legs 
are set in sockets of the same precious metal. Her 
beloved is a Divine Person, and there can be no 
failure nor decrease in Him. 

Then God has made Him Head ; He has given 
Him that supreme place. He is at the head of 
God's new creation, just as Adam was head of the 
first creation. Then He is also head of every man. 
God cannot have two heads. When men set up 
Antichrist, who is a rival head to Christ, God 
shall sweep the whole scene in judgment, for He 
will not have two heads. Christ in glory is also 
Head of tp.e Church, which is His Body. It is not 
.a man on earth who is head of the Church, but a 
Man in heaven. To Him the Church turns for 
her supplies, for "in Him dwells all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily." 

"His locks are bushy and black." This would 
speak to us of youthful vigor. In the opening of 
the Book of the, Revelation, He is seen amidst the 
churches, and "His head and His hairs were white 
like wool, as white as snow." Gray hair speaks of 
old age, or decline, for "Ephraim had gray hairs 
and knew it not." Yellow hair might be found in 
the leper, but that is different from white hair. 

It is a color taken on, and might suggest apostasy. 
Satan was guilty of this. And as he fell from the 
estate in which God placed him, so did the angels 
who sinned. The Lord Jesus never fell; he vol
untarily came down here in lowly grace. They 
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are many today who have taken on the yellow hair 

of apostasy, but there is ;no change with the Lord 

Jesus; He is "the same yesterday, today, and for

ever." He has carried manhood right up to the 

throne, and it is said of Him, "Thou hast the dew 

of Thy youth" (Ps. 110: 3, 4). 

"His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers 

of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set." Twice 

he has told her that she has doves' eyes. It is 
now her turn to describe him, and she speaks of 

his eyes as full of tenderness and sympathy. 
Revelation speaks of them as like a flame of fire, 
eyes which can see all, for "all things are naked 
and open to the eyes of Him with whom we have 
to do." He is described as a stone with sewn 
eyes (Zach. 3)-. perfection of vision. He is also 
the "Lamb that hath seven horns, and seven eyes." 

They are eyes of love to her. Think of His love 
towards the saints, and how much He loves us! 
When He prayed for His own, He lifted up His 

eyes to heaven and spoke to the Father about us 
(John 17). It was the look from those eyes which 

melted Peter. When He looked on that fiery, self
confident disciple, "Peter went out and wept bit

terly." 
"They are washed in milk." There are no spots 

in his eyes : "He is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity." They are gentle and tender, and they 

rest upon her. He would guide her thus, for He 

does not want her to be like the horse or mule 
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Which need to be held in with bit and bridle, but 
to be under the kindly, loving direction of His eye. 

"They are fitly set," set as the precious stones 
iii the breastplate of the high priest. Those jewels 
ih the breastplate show to us the place the chil
dren of Israel had on the heart of the high priest. 
Here the eyes of the beloved are towards her, and 
he shows himself strong on her behalf. His love 
has never changed. He set His face steadfastly 
toward Jerusalem; to go there to die for her. Now 
His eyes are set towards her. 

"His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet 
flowers : His lips like lilies, dropping sweet-smell
mg myrrh." What a contrast this is to the days 
of His humiliation, when His visage was more 
marred than any man. He was the Judge of Israel 
who was sinit�en on the cheek (Micah 5: 1). Into 
the garden came a band headed by Judas, who 
kissed Him on the cheek. Then ruthless hands 
plueked the hairs from His cheeks. The world 
could see no beauty in Him, but look at Him now 
-all God's glory is seen in His face. He is no 
longer in conditions where men can insult Him. 
And as the bride looks at Hi�, His cheeks are 
like a bed of spices, as sweet flowers. 

"His lips are like lilies, dropping sweet-smelling 
tnyrth." The Lord spoke of the lily which sur
passed Solbtnon in all his glory. She is describ.; 
ittg her beloved; who is greater than Solomon, and 
says his lips are like lilies. "Grace is poured 
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into His lips," and when He stood up to read in 
the synagogue, "They all marvelled at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of His mouth." The 
officers sent to arrest Him returned, saying, 
"Never mah spake like this Man." No guile was 
ever found in His mouth. He was given "the 
tongue of the learned, that He might know how 
to speak a word in season to him that is weary." 
Is it any wonder that they pressed on Him to hear 
His words, since "His lips were-like lilies, drop
ping sweet-smelling myrrh?" 

"His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl : 
His belly ( or, His body) is as bright ivory· over
laid with sapphires." His hands suggest many 
lines of thought. When our blessed Lord was 
here, He stretched forth His hand and touched 
the leper without being defiled. When Peter, 
who had walked on the water, began to sink, the 
Lord stretched forth His hand and lifted him up. 
Those hands were nailed to the cross. They were 
lif

t

ed up in blessing upon His own, when He had 
led them out as far as Bethany. He showed His 
pierced hands and side to His own disciples. 

The gold ring signifies authority, and we know 
when Joseph was exalted, Pharaoh's ring was put 
on his hand, for he was placed over all the land 
of Egypt. Haman ( and Mordecai, also) was given 
the king's ring, and with it authority to act for 
him. All power has been given to Christ; all 
judgment has been committed to Him as Son of 
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Man (John-5 :· 22; 27). He could say to the Father, 

"Thou hast given Him power over all flesh" 

(John 17: 2). The right hand of Christ holds the 

seven churches, and we are not only held in that 

strong hand of His, but are also graven on the 

palms of His hands. 

"His body is as bright ivory overlaid with sap

phires." When we speak of the body of the Lord, 

we immediately think of Him coming here into 

Manhood, to take upon Himself a body, of which 

He could say, "A body hast Thou prepared Me." 

In that body He accomplished the will of God. 

When He instituted the Lord's Supper, He took 

bread and brake it, and sa:id, "This is My body, 

which is given for you." It is important that we 

should discern the Lord's body in the Lord's 

Supper. He is .now raised from the dead, and is 

in His glorified body at the Father's right hand. 

There could be no bright ivory unless death had 

taken place. In resurrection we see Him glorified. 

Solomon's throne was made of ivory, and we also 

read of the ivory palaces. These were founded on 

death. 

The sapphire is the heavenly color. When the 

elders of Israel saw the throne of the Lord, it was 

like a sapphire stone, and the body of heaven in 

clearness, and Ezekiel similarly describes it 

(Exod. 24: 10; Ezek. 1: 26). We now see the 

Lord Jesus in a glorified body in heaven, exercis-

ing His offices there on behalf of His own. 
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"His legs · are as . pillar� of marble, set upon 

sockets of ·fine gold: his countenance is as Leb

anon, excellent as the cedars." This verse would 

bring before us the strength of Christ, and the 

security of all that has been established in Him. 

There may be failure in the individual, and break

down in the Church, in her public testimony, but 

there is no breakdown with Christ. In 2 Timothy, 

we have breakdown on earth, but seven times 

there we are directed to Christ Jesus ; there can 

be no failure with Him. An interesting scripture 

in the Old Testament (Isa. 22), brings before us 

the security of things which rest upon Him : 

Christ is seen there clothed with a robe, and 

strengthened with a girdle. Government is put 

into His hands, and the key of David is laid upon 

Him. He is fastened as a nail iri _ a sure place, 

and all the glory of His Father's house is hung 

upon Him. The different vessels are dependent 

upon �lim, vessels of all sizes. Can He sustain 

all that is hung upon Him? Yes, for "His legs 

are as pillars of marble." God's purpose is se

cure, because all is in the hands of Christ, and 

all is Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus. 

The sockets are of fine gold. In the tabernacle 

the sockets were of silver, but here they are of 

fine gold. He is a Divine Person, and all is on a 

Divine footing. It is said of the Lord Jesus, "Thy 

throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever." God will 

yet test all that man has built; He is going to 
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shake things ; and all that man has built shall fall, 
but what has been established in Christ shall 
stand the test-"that those things which cannot 
be shaken may remain." 

''His countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as 
the cedars." She looks him all over and says his 
aspect is like Lebanon. She is not looking at 
him in humiliation, but in his beauty, power, and 
glory. For dignity and greatness, he looks like 
the cedars. There 3rre four Gospels that set our 
Lord forth in His movements here, but if every
thing had been written of what He said and did 
on earth, "the world itself could not contain the 
books which should be written" (John 27: 25). 

"His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogeth�r 
lovely. This is my beloved, and this is my friend, 
0 daughters of Jerusalem." His mouth and his 
lips are closely connected, yet there is a distinc
tion. His lips speak of grace. She commenced 
with his mouth, "Let him kiss me with the kisses 
of his mouth;" now she finishes with his mouth, 
for she has been made to taste the sweetness of 
his love. Now she esteems the words of his mouth 
more than her necessary food. 

"He is altogether lovely." She has looked at 
him in every way, but there is no fault in him. 
Look at the Lord in any way you may choose; and 
you win find Him perfect. Language is poor at 
the best, for words fail h�r to describe His 
beatities. 
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She finishes by saying, "This is my beloved, and 

this is my friend." He has befriended us in our 

deep need. He is still our Friend today, the 

Friend "that sticketh closer than a brother." If 

we make friends with the world, we lose His 

friendship. When we are lonely, tempted? or 

tried, He is our Frienq1 tried, unalter�ble, and 

'1nchanging. 



CHAPTER SIX 

T 
HE question the daughters of Jerusalem 
asked the bride concerning her beloved hav
ing been answered to their entire satisfac

tion, they further ask : "Whither is thy beloved 
gone,. 0 thou fairest among women? Whither is 
thy beloved turned aside? that we may seek him 
with thee." The question is, "Where is he?" There 
are many questions in the Scriptures. The first 
o�e was to the first man, Adam, "Where art
thou?" ( Gen. 3) . and the first asked in the New
Testament is, "Where is He?" This question was
asked by the wise men who came from the East
to worship the Lord as King of the Jews. When
they found Him, they opened up their treasures,
and presented gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
When the Greeks came up to the feast, they came
to Philip saying, "Sir, we would see Jesus."

The daughters of Jerusalem still call the bride, 
"O thou fairest among women," and w�nt to seek 
her beloyed with her. She answers: "My beloved 
is gone down into his garden, to the beds of 
spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies." 
He has gone down into his garden, for the Lord 
delights to be found among His own. At one 
time she tried to find him in the city, but he could 
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not be found there. As the owner of the garden 
who has cared for it and watered it, has he not 
the right to be there to partake of the fruit? 
What marks His garden is beauty and fragrance. 
In it are beds of spices, and there are no spices 
like those which have been grown there. The 
beauties to be seen are not produced by ·toiling 
and spinning, for lilies toil not nor do they spin, 
and yet Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. These beauties are the work of 
the Spirit of God in the saints. 

The beloved goes down there to feed. In chap
ter five he feeds and drinks; in this chapter, he 
feeds and gathers. And it is the lilies he gathers 
together. Did He not say, in the past, "Gather 
My saints together unto Me?" (Ps. 50). And He 
has also said, "Where two or three are gathered 
together in My Name, there am I in the midst" 
(Matt. 18: 20). 

There is another way in which He gathers 
lilies : He gathers those lilies which are in full 
bloom, and ready to be taken Home. In the Old 
Testament we often read of someone who is 
gathered unto his people. His time on earth is 
over, and then the Lord gathers him. There will 
be the great gathering together unto Him when 
He comes for His own. Then all the lilies will be 
taken Home. 

"I am my beloved' s, and my beloved is mine : 
he f eedeth among the lilies." After her wander-
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iJ:lg and slothfulness, the bride can still say, "I 

am my beloved's." Communion was proken when 
�h� wanqered, btJt the relationship was still the 

same. He is mine; He is the One who lQved me 

�nd gave Himself for me.

"He feeds among the lilies." The Lord cannot

get anything for His heart from a gathering of 

the most enlightened men of this world, but He 

can get what He desires, and feeds on, in a gath

ering of His saints. 

"Thou art beautiful, 0 my love, as Tirzah, come
ly as Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners." 
He now tells her of her beauty. Abraham feared 
the people of Gerar because of· the beauty of 
Sarah; the world would want such a woman. 
Rebecca was also fair, and Isaac likewise feared 
the Philistines for the same reason. Think of 
the Church. There has never been anything like 
her before, so beautiful. Is it any wonder the 

world wanted the Church, to.spoil her beauty? 

"As Tirzah." This city which Solomon praises 

for its beauty was wonderful for situat_ion, and, 
at one time, was the royal city of the kings of 

Canaan. It later, for a while, b�came the royal 
city of the kings of Israel, as the residence of 

.Jeroboam and his successors. As Tirzah was built 
' 

\ 

on a hill, the saints are likened to a city set on a 
hill, which cannot be hid. The Church is as 

p�autiful as this q.welling-place of a king, for in 

her own beart the Lord reigns as King. Paql 
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prayed for the saints at Ephesus, "that Christ 
may dweU in your hearts by faith" ( Eph. 5), 
showing his desire for them was that Christ might 
reign without a rival in their hearts. 

"Comely as Jerusalem" - the residence of 
Judah's kings-the place of God's house, whose 
name one day shall truly be, "T�e Lord is there" 
(Eze�. 48: 35). For a 4es�ription of Jerusalem 
:read Psalm 48; it was beautiful for situation, tµe 
joy of the whole earth; it was the city of the grea:t 
J\jng; it was compacted together, the tribes go up 
there for worship. If the description of the 
�arthly city shows it to be so gre�t, what mu�t 
the New Jerusalem be (Rev. 21). 

"Terrible as an army with banners/' He turns 
from cities which were capitals of Northern and 
Southern Palestine, to an undefeated, victorious 
-army carrying banners. No enemy· has carried 
off her standards. Think of the Church, in the 
Acts of the Apostles, when she was marked by 
great grace and great power. Some <?f those men 
who carried banners were spoken of as '�those 
men who have turned the world upside down.'? 
"Thou hast given a banner to them that fear Thee, 
that it may be displayed because of the truth'� 
(Ps. 60: 4). Are we .displaying our banners, or 
do we keep them wrapped up? They were given 
to be displayed. In the days of Moses, the chil
dren of Israel marched under fou� standaFds� 
Every man had to know pis own banner and stand 
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by it-the tribe of Judah, a lion; the ox, for 
r. 

Ephraim; the face of a man, for Reuben; and an 
�agle, for Dan. So we should be good soldiers to
day, and know our own standards, This is a com
pany that must triumph, against which the gates 
qf hell cannot prevail. We must come out "more 
than conquerors through Him who loved us." 

"Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have 
overcome me: thy hair is as a flock of goats that 
appear from Gilead." The Lord has never been 
�yercome by His foes. He overcame the strong 
man, and spoiled his goods; He overcame death; 
lle spoiled principalities and powers, triumphing 
over them openly in His cross. He will lay in the 
dust all His en�mies. There is but one thing that 
can overcome Him-the beautiful eyes of the 
bride, for they speak to Him of her love. 

We have now a further description of her 
beauties. Has He not gone over those same f ea
tures before? Yes, but since that time she had 
g_one to sleep, and lost Him, and was found by the 
watchmen of the city where she was smitten and 
lost her veil. . In �pite of her failure, His love to 
her is still the same. He assures her that He is 
unchanged; for, "having loved His own which are 
in the world He loved them unto the end." He 
does not go over lier failures, but He does go over 
he� beauties, sp that she might not doubt His lov�. 
After Joseph haq graciously for given his brethre� 
for treating him so cruelly, he kissed them and in-
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vited them to come near to him. When their 
. . 

father died, they doubted the love of Joseph, an4 
thought his love would now be changed towards 

them, and that he would hate them. When Joseph 
heard this he was grieved. Do we doubt the love 

of our blessed Lord? 
The bridegroom describes the bride's hair, her 

teeth, and her temples. He does not here speak 
of her lips being like a thread of scarlet, or her 
mouth and speech which were so wonderful. He 
does not mention her neck, which was like the 
tower of David, full of trophies of war and shields 
for battle, nor does he speak of her two breasts. 
He still calls her his dove and undefiled. There 
may have been some signs of this lapse upon 
her; the marks of freshness are not so pro
nounced, but she is still beautiful' in his eyes. 

He mentions her hair first. We have already 
noticed that this speaks of her separation. She 
may have lost this mark of separation in the city; 
where she lost her veH. If her hair has been cut, 
it has grown again, as with S'amson, who lost his 
power and became weak when his locks were cut 
off, but then his hair grew again and his stren� 
was renewed. 

"Thy teeth are as a flock of �beep which go up 
from the washing, whereof every one bearetli 
twins, and there is not one barren among them� 
As a piece of pomegranate are thy te�ples withi� 
thy locks." He has compared her to the cities of 
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the kings, and to an army with banners. He speaks 

of her teeth, which set forth unity, purity, and 

fruitfulness; then her humility and lowly spirit, 

hidden behind her locks of separation and con

secration, as in chapter four. 

"There are threescore queens, and fourscore 

concubines, and virgins without number. My dove, 

my undefiled, is but one; she is the only one of her 

mother, she is-the choice one of her that bare her. 

The daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, the 

queens and the concubines, and they praised her." 

Here he does not speak to her, but about her, for 

all must know how much he loves her. Solomon 

had many wives (1 Kings 11), but there was one 

who stood out from the rest. It was to her this 

song was dedicated. There are ·queens, concubines, 

and virgins, but his dove and undefiled was above 

them all. They are all worthless compared to her. 

She stands out as different from all the rest. 

There are different circles in heaven and earth, 

an in relationship to the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, each having a place and glory of its own, 

but no company has the same place of nearness 

and blessing as the Church (Eph. 3). They are 

all named by the Father, but the Church is nearer 

to Christ, for she is His bride. Eight different 

families are mentioned in the Book of the Revela

tion, and yet they make one whole family in 

heaven and earth. 

The Church is the only one, she stands alone .. 
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She belongs to eternity, "chosen in Him before 
the foundation of the world," the object of His 
choice; He purchased her with His own blood. 
She is spoken of as the one Body, one Flock, one 
Pearl of great price, and also as the House, the 
Temple, the City, and the one new man. "Out of 
the twain He makes one new man,'' two made into 
one, composed of Jew and Gentile who had a 
middle wall between them, but now He has made 
them one, and broken down that wall of partition. 
The Lord prayed that they all might be one 
(John 17: 21). We were "chosen in Him before 
the foundation of the world" (Eph. 1: 4) ; in 
Eternity, His heart was set upon us. We are also 
"elect according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father" (1 Pet. 1 :· 2). The Lord could say, "Ye 
have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you" (John 
15 : 16) ; and we learn this is "unto salvation" 
(2 Thess. 2: 13). 

"The choice one of her that bare her." The 
Church is unique in her origin. Eve was never a 
girl, and had no past history like others. Taken 
out of the side of Adam to be his bride she is a 
type of the Church, which was formed for Christ 
to be His companion. There was no Eve until 
Adam ·slept; there was no Church until Christ 
died. We were all born of a woman, but Eve wa� 
taken from Adam, and so the Church comes from 
Christ. If you look at the other side of the truth 
and think of the mother, "Jerusalem which is 
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above is the mother of us all ;" and when the 

Church is coniplete, she will be the choice one of 

her who bare her. 

The daughters saw her and blessed her, and all 

praised her, owning her pre-eminence. John was 

taken up to a high mountain to see the Bride, the 

"Lamb's wife�' (Rev. 21), for the Church will be 

displayed as a vessel radiant with the glory of 

God. 

"Blessed her." "He has blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ." 

That is what He has done. Then also there is 
that which others do for her. The elders of the 
city blessed Ruth (Ruth 4: 11)

,. 
The children of 

the virtuous woman rise up and call her blessed 

(Prov. 31: 28). When the church at Philadelphia 

is to be acknowledged as the object of His love, it 

is said, "I will make them to come and worship 

before thy feet, and to know that I have loved 

thee" (Rev. 3 : 9). The Lord Jesus is yet to "be 

glorified in His saints, and admired of all them 

which believe," for the Church shall be manifested 

in glory, an� praised and blessed by the nations. 
"Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, 

fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as 

an army with banners?" This same question is 

asked in chapter three, as she comes out of the 

wilderness. Here she comes forth in glory, look

ing forth as the morning, for it is now the dawn 

of the day; the•long dark night is over, the morn-
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ing has come. It is "a morning without clouds, 

as the clear shining after rain." The Church does 

not belong to the night; she belongs to the day

we are not children of the night, nor of darkness, 

but "children of light, and the children of the 

day" ( 1 Thess. 5 : 5) . Peter also spoke of the day 

dawning (2 Pet. 1: 19). 

The bride has been compared with the finest 

cities on earth; now he compares her to the things 

of heaven. She is fair as the moon which givm 

light during the night, borrowing its· light from 

the sun, and shining during its absence. 

"Clear as the sun." While the bridegroom is 

the "bright and morning Star," He is also the 

"Sun of Righteousness." Here the bride is clear 

as the sun, in whose bright light all others fade 

into insignificance. In the Book of Revelation, 

chapter 12, we see a woman clothed with the sun, 

and the moon under her feet. The righteous are 

going to shine forth as the sun, in the kingdom of 

their Father (Matt. 13). 

"Terrible as an army with banners." Again 

the bride is seen as an undefeated army, with ban

ners, the outward signs of victory. She conquers 

him by her love, but she needs his help to conquer 

her enemies. Then she is more than victorious 

through Him who loved her. 

"I went down into the garden of nuts to see the 

fruits of the valley, and to see whether the vine 

flourished, and the pomegranates budded." He 



162 Two NEGLECTED BOOKS 

has another garden, a garden of nuts, and comes 
there to see the fruits of the valley. He knows 
the valley well. Did He not go down into the val
ley of death for her? Now there are fruits pro
duced there. The saints must pass through the 
valley of- weeping on their way to Zion, but there, 
"The rain fills the pools, and they go front 
strength to strength" (Ps. 84: 6, 7). We need the 
valleys because some fruits can only be produced 
there. We may be in heaviness now through man
ifold trials in such a valley, but the trial of faith 
ends in praise, honor and glory at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ. In the valley garden of nuts dif
ferent grades of fruits are to be found. In the 
family of God on earth, there are fathers, young 
men, and babes, just as here you have fruits; 
vines, and budding pomegranates. He delights to 
come down and find fruits there ; in the very place 
where He died there is a wonderful garden of 
nuts. 

"Or ev�r I was ·aware, my soul made me like the 
chariots of Ammi-nadib." The bride is trans
ported in chapter two. Here, He is transported, 
for He is caught away on the chariots of His will
ing people. We. know that His people shall be 
wiling in the day of His power. They are willing 
now, and He is completely carried away with this. 
There is nothing He values so much as the hearts 
of a willing people, who desire to do His will and 
know of His doctrine. Deborah, in her remark-
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able song, celebrates those governors who, in the 

day of conflict, offered themselves willingly among 
' 

the people. Her heart is toward them, she says, 

and then she breaks forth into praise : "Bless ye 

the Lord" (Judges 5 : 9) . 

"Return, return, 0 Shulamite ; return, return, 

that we may look upon thee. What will ye see in 

the Shulamite? As it were the company of two 

armies," (or, "As it were the dance of two 

camps," N. T.). He has been transported on the 

chariots, and the bride has been raptured away. 

Enoch was not, for God took him; and Elijah was 

taken up to heaven in a whirlwind. They searched 

for the prophet but could not find him, though 

they spent three days unavailingly among the 

mountains of Bethel. The cry is for the Shula

mite to return, but the Church will be raptured 

to heaven. The Church has never been appre

ciated by the world, and will not be until she is 

gone. Then there will be this lamentable cry, 

"Return, return." The Church will return, but 

not until she is ready to be looked upon, for she is 

to appear in glory with the heavenly Bridegroom. 

When He appears in glory, she will appear with 

Him. In prophetic vision in the Book of Revela

tion, John sees her coming down to be displayed 

and admired. The name given her here (Shula

mite), is the feminine for Solomon, for she is 

looked upon as the counterpart of this glorious 

King. When God made Adam and Eve, He called 
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their name Adam; in that day the one name cov

ered them; so Christ and the Church are one, they 

are called "The Christ" (1 Cor. 12: 12, N. T.). 

"Two armies," but the two are as one. Christ 

and the Church are co�ing into display, and then 

it will be a time to dance, for all enemies shall be 

subdued. When the ark was given its true place, 

David danced before the Lord, clothed in a priest

ly garment. When he returned victorious after 

slaying Goliath, the women came out of the cities, 

singing and dancing, to meet King Saul (1 Sam. 

18 : 6) . When Christ and the Church are dis

played to a wondering world the whole scene shall 
be filled with joy. Let us in spirit anticipate ·that 

day. 



CHAPTER SEVEN 

W
E have here a further description of the 

bride. The beloved has already said so 

much of her beauty in the previous chap

ters that we wonder what more could be said. Yet 

there are still many things the bridegroom men

tions with delight, and features yet to be noted. 

One often wonders why we cannot see what our 

Beloved has made us, and enter more fully into 

the wonderful position to which He has brought 

us. So much time is occupied in dwelling on what 

we have been, rather than on what we are by His 

work and His grace. It is often said that we are 

not what we should be; but do we see what we are 

in the Son? Think of the wonderful things that 

al".e said in the Epistles about the saints. There 

we see what God has made us in His own blessed 

Son. 

"How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, 0 

prince's daughter! The joints of thy thighs are 

like jewels, the work of the hands of a cunning 

workman." He starts with her feet, and his de

scription goes upward to the head. She is beauti

ful indeed in His sight, and adorned with the 

ornaments which He has put on her. You will 

recall how God depicts His ancient people in 

Isaiah (chap. 1: 5, 6)-from the sole of the foot 

to the crown of the head there was no soundness 

in them, but they were full of wounds and bruises 
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and putrifying sores. He gives another descrip
tion of the natural man through the Apostle Paul 
(Rom. 3: 10-18), starting with his throat, which 
is compared to an open sepulchre, and down to 
the feet, which are said to be "swift to shed blood, 
destruction and misery are in their ways," etc. 

It was a disgrace to be barefooted (Isa. 20: 4; 
2 Sam. 15 : 30) . When the prodigal son returned 
from the distant land, the father told the servants 
to put shoes on his feet. He had intended to ask 
for a servant's place, but. that would not suit ·the 
father's heart; he must have him in nearness, and 
in the place of a son. The feet of those who carry 
the gospel over the mountains of peace are said 
to be beautiful feet. We must have our feet shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace ; then 
we become peacemakers wherever we go, and not 
sowers of discord. 

The bride is called a "prince's d_aughter." The 
first man to be called a prince w�s Abraham 
when he wanted to buy a piece of land, to bury his 
dead. He was offered it for nothing, but refused 
it as a gift from the hand of the world. It was 
beneath the dignity of Abraham, the heir of right
eousness, to do so. The people of the land said, 
"Thou art a mighty prince" ( Gen. 23) . Jacob 
became a prince, but not until his thigh was dis
located (Gen. 32). It was then his name was 
changed from Jacob to Israel, which means 
"prince of God." 
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The marks of royalty are about the bride. So 
her anti type, the Church, is like her Lord ; for as 
He is, so is she. Is He the Heavenly One? Then 

she is also heavenly. Behold, what manner of love 
He hath bestowed upon her, that she should be 
called, "O prince's daughter !" When we see what 
He has done for us, we wonder and adore. 

"The joints." The word "joints" is seldom used 
in the Scriptures, but Eph. 4 :16 shows that they 
supply what·joins and compacts every part of the 
body, nourishing it that it may grow. The joints 
need to be strong and healthy, to function prop
erly. 

"The thigh" was where the Lord touched Jacob 
that night at Penuel, while He wrestled with •him. 
When Abraham sent forth his servant over the 
desert, to bring back a bride for Isaac, h� toid 
him to put his hand under his thigh. No one can 
serve acceptably until he learns the lesson of the 
thigh, for it speaks of a broken and subdued will. 
The bride has learned this lesson, and, instead of 
an unbroken and unsubdued will, there is subjec
tion to His will. 

"The joints of thy thighs are like jeweis." 
Jewels were put on her cheeks in the first chapter; 
here the joints of her thighs are likened to those 
precious stones. There is a day · coming when 
He shall make up His jewels. · He is putting the 
jewels on His people today. And they are "The 
work of the hands of a cunning workman." "We 
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are His workmanship" (Eph. 2: 10). She has been 
in }lis ha�ds; all His dealings with her have been 
to produce likeness to Himself, for He is working 
in the saints what is to be displayed in a comingJ 
day. He is laying in suffering what will then be 
seen in glory and beauty: "O thou afflicted, tossed 
with tempest and not comforted, behold, I will lay 
thy stones with fair colors, and lay thy f ounda
tions with sapphires. And I will make thy win
dows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and 
all thy borders of pleasant stones" ( Isa. 54 : 11, 
12). 

"Thy navel is like a round goblet, which want
eth not liquor: thy belly is like a heap of wheat 
set about with lilies." This first part may _sugg�st 
what was in her, and flowing through her. When 
Elihu spoke to Job, he said that he was full of 
matter, his belly like wine which had no vent, but 
ready to burst like new bottles ; he would speak 
that he might be refreshed (Job 32 : 19, 20) . It 
would seem here that the bride is similarly filled, 
for, as she has been contemplating Him, she is 
ready to speak of what she made concerning Him. 
What is inside mu�t flow out. This is the kind of 
ministry that is needed among God's people, fresh 
and refreshing wherever it flows. 

''Thy belly is like a heap of wheat." The land 
o� Canaan was a land of wheat, there the people
of God were fed on the finest of wheat, and with
honey from the rock. When the nation was rob-
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bed of food, Gideon was threshing wheat down by 

the winepress. When we have been fed on wheat 

we shall have a strong spiritual constitution. It 

is the wheat we should desire, for there is other 

food which gives no strength. "Should a man 

utter vain knowledge, and fill his belly with 

wind?" Hosea says, "Ephraim f eedeth on wind," 

but it only brought judgment (chaps. 12: 1; 13: 

15). 

"Set about with lilies." The bridegroom fed 

among lilies, and the bride fed there also. We be

come what we feed on. When we feed where He 

feeds, we become more like Him. 

"Thy two breasts are like two young roes that 

are twins." We have looked at this same ex

pression in chapter four, verse five. These set 

forth pure, undivided affection, for her affections 

are entirely for him. 

"Thy neck is as a tower of ivory; thine eyes like 

the fish-pools in Heshbon, by the gate of Bath

rabbim : thy nose is as the tower of Lebanon 

which Iooketh toward Damascus." He here de

scribes her neck, her eyes, and nose. Her neck 

was under the yoke of bondage ; that is now gone ; 

another yoke has taken its place (Matt. 11 : 30), 

an easy one, and she is held to Christ by her aff ec

tions. She is in perfect liberty, but does not use 

her liberty for an occasion of the flesh. Her neck, 

once stiff against Him, now stands like a tower of 

ivory, strong, and determined to stand for Him 

at all costs. 
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Her eyes, once spoken of as doves' eyes, are now 

compared to the deep, calm, undisturbed fish-pools 

at Heshbon. He does not compare them to a river, 

or even a lake, but to the still water of the fish� 

pools. It is not often we have still water men

tioned in the Scripture. It is nearly always run

ning water that is ref erred to. There was still 

water in the laver, in the molten sea, and in the 

basin the Lord used when He washed His dis

ciples' feet. Then we have a sea of glass in the 

Book of the Revelation. The bride's eyes reflected 

the quiet peace of her soul, as undisturbed as the 

'\\Taters of the pools. 

They were. down by the gate of Bath-rabbim, 

the place where men transacted their business and 

congregated for gossip, but the bride is undis

turbed by the business matters and markets of 

this world. The world's gos�ip is of no concern 

to her. She is like those pools for depth, for there 

-is with her great depth of spiritual perception, 

lacking in so many. 

Her nose is likened to a tower which looks to

wards the enemy's country. The nose speaks of 

discernment. In the service of Jehovah of old a 

priest with a flat nose could not· function. Al

though he might be of the family of Aaron, he was 

debarved because of this defect. He could not 

detect what was evil by its scent, nor tell the 

difference in odors. The bride had great power of 

discernment, and could use . this organ to detect 
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whether or not a thing was of God. She could tell 

tpo the difference between odors and sweet savors. 

When the hireling of S'anballat and Tobiah came 

to Nehemiah with his evil proposal (N eh. 6: 12) � 

Nehemiah figuratively had a go9d nose, for he 

perceived at once that God had not sent him. The 

teaching of men must be tested. A man might be 

able to quote Scripture, but a spiritual man can 

discern whether it is rightly applied. The re

moval of the nose implies that the power of judg

:µient is gone (Ezek. 23: 25). 

"Looking towards Damascus," the land of the 

enemy. She knows from which direction to ex

pect an attack. We need to be on our watch

tower today, lest any assault be made upon the 

truth. We must see that those who come bring 

the doctrine of Christ. · If they do not, our direc

tions are clear, to receive them not (2 John 10). 

"Thine head upon thee is like Carmel, and the 

hair of thine head like purple ; the king is held in 

the galleries." The bride has spoken of His head 

as being like the most fine gold. In the second 

chapter, his left hand was under her head. Here 

he compares her head to Carmel, that wonderful 

and fruitful mountain which stands out from 

others. Saul, the first king, was head and shoul-
, 

ders above others; it is what is natural that was 

seen in him; but what is seen in her is spiritual, 

for it is the mind that was in Christ Jesus, that 

lowly mind which could take the lowest place. In 
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the assembly, the woman's head is covered, to

show that she owns the man as her head, .and is 

in subjection to him. 

The hair of her head was like purple. This was 

the royal color, showing that she was in subjec

tion to Him and owns Him as Lord and King. In 

the Book of the Revelation, chapter nine, the 

locusts have long hair, like women, to show they 

are in subjection to the devil. 

"The King is held in the galleries." The Church 

holds Christ as Head. A whole Epistle was written 

concerning this very truth. In the Epistle to the 

Colossians, the glories of Christ as Head are pre

sented to the saints, and we are warned not to

allow anything to come in and hinder us from 

holding the Head; for in Christ dwells all the 

fulness of the Godhead bodily, and we are com

plete in Him. He must be held in the galleries. 

"How fair and how pleasant art thou, 0 love, 

for delights!" She is fair, pleasing, and delight

ful to Him. She sat "down under his shadow 

with great delight." Here, it is the heavenly 

Bridegroom who finds all His delights in her. She 

is all in all to Him. 

"This thy stature is like to a palm-tree, and 

thy breasts to clusters of grapes." We know that 

no one by taking thought can add one cubit to his 

physical stature, and our spiritual stature is the 

measure of our spiritual growth. Paul wanted to 

know the state of the saints. That, we think, would 
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be the same as their stature. Condition and state 

are different. What marks the palm-tree is its 

growth, uprightness, and fruitfulness. It is al

ways to be found beside water, and draws its sus

tenance from hidden springs. If we are to grow, 

we too must be planted by the waters. And as the 

palm grows upright, we should be like that

straight up and down. Any son of Aaron who· was 
crook-backed, while he might eat the bread of his 
God, was for bidden to enter the sanctuary or 
offer the sacrifices, "'because he hath a blemish." 
The palm is noted, too, for its fruit, and is prolific 
even in old age. We should see that we likewise 
keep fruitful. As the palm grows older its fruit 
improves, showing us that we should improve with 
age also, and thus, like this tree, give more and 
better fruit. The palm is also an emblem of vic
tory. It formed part of the ornamentation both 
in Solomon's temple and that of Ezekiel. When 
the Lord entered into Jerusalem as its King, the 
people welcomed Him with branches of palm 

trees. In the Book of the Revelation we see a 

company clothed with white robes, and with 

palms in their hands, the sign of victory, for they 
had come out of great tribulation more than con

querors. 

Her breasts were like to "clusters of grapes." 

He now compares her to the fruit of the vine, for 

she has been under the hand of the Husband

man, who has tended and· pruned until much fruit 
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has been produced. It would suggest, also, th�t 
her affection for Him �as increased. 

"I said, I will go up to the palm-tree, I wiil, take 

hold of the boughs thereof : now also thy breast� 

shall be as clusters of the vine, and the smell of 

thy nose like appl_es." "I said," denotes purpose 
of heart. And the words used are si�ificant. 

You have to go up to the palm; you go down for 

the leeks, onions, and garlic of Egypt. We must 
go up for this fruit. The grapes of Eschol grow 
over our heads, they cannot be found on the 

ground; we must reach up for the best. The 

Israelites pad to go up to take possession of the 
land; and the tribes had to go up to Jerusalem. 
It is only what we have taken hold of that is our 
9wn, an� we must reach up and take hold. "l3ut," 
s�ys someone, "it is too high · for me; I cannot 
:reach up to it." Then you must grow taller to 

reach this fruit. 

"The smell of thy nose like apples." She was 
brought up under the apple-tree; she fed on 
apples ; and no wonder she smells of this fruit. 

The roots of Egypt give us an offensive scent, the 
odor of what we feed on. 

H And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine 
for my beloved, that goeth down sweetly, causing 

the lips of those that are asleep to speak." The 

l>est wine is what Obrist brings in. At the mar

riage scene in Cana of Galilee, when their supply 
of wine ran out, He turned the water into wine. 
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When they had tasted the wine which went down 

sweetly the ruler of· the feast said, "Thou hast 

kept the best wine until now" (John 2: 1-10). 

That best wine produces a response even in those 

unconscious of all else. The new wine makes those 

who have been asleep begin to speak. Are we 

awake, and able to speak of Hiin? 

"I am my beloved's, and his desire is toward 

me." She is now conscious of what she is to 

him. She belongs to him, and not to the world. 

She says, "I am his; · I am not my own; I am 

bought with a price." All his love is centered in 

her. In that ·wonderful prayer in John 17, the 

Lord showed that His desire was all towards the 

Church. He said to His Father, "I pray not for 

the world, but for them which Thou hast given 

Me." He is now in the glory, and still His desire 

is towards His own. He lives to serve them as 

their Advocate, Priest, Mediator, Head. All the 

offices He fills are for His own. 

"Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the 

field ; let us lodge in the villages. Let us get up 

early to the vineyards; let us see if the vine flour

ish, whether- the tender grapes appear, and the 

pomegranates 'bud forth: there will I give thee my 

loves." In chapter four, He says, "Come with 

me;" there he wants to take her away from dan

ger. He now calls her to go out to the field for 

service. When He calls, we must answer the sum

mons. He said to some who were mending their 
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nets, "Come with Me, and I will make you fishers 

of men." Tp.e field is the world, where we serve 

Him. He has bought the field, and we must look 

after His interests there. The Lord said, "Look 

on the fields, for they are white unto harvest." 

Think for a moment of the great need around us. 

No matter where we look that need is appalling, 

and there is a lack of laborers in the field. "Pray 

ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He may 

thrust forth laborers." We may an have a share 

in the work if we will, for those who cannot go 

to the field can help others who have gone out into 

the heat and toil of the day. 

"The villages." There we may find a lodging

place, where we can rest, for it must not be all 

labor. We shall find homes open there. In the 

village of Bethany the Lord found a place to lodge. 

There Mary sat at His feet and listened to His 

words, and Martha served, w bile Lazarus wor

shipped, so that His heart rested in their love and 

care. 

"Early to the vineyards." The vineyards are 

the parts under careful cultivation, while the field 

is wilder ground. We go up early, which implies 

earnestness to lose no time. We read of God 

rising up early to send them prophets; that the 

Lord rose a great while before day; and the 

manna had to be gathered early. The vineyard 

is the place where fruit is to be found, and those 

who go there expect fruit, as the evidences of life. 
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We should look for such fruit, such evidences of 

life, amongst the saints. 

"There will I give thee my loves." When Joseph 

wanted to make his �ove known to his brethren, 

he caused every man to go out from him, then he 

gave them his loves. When the Lord wanted to 

give His own His loves, He came into their midst 

when the door was shut, and said, "Peace be unto 

you," and showed them His hands and His side, 

the everlasting tokens of His unchanging love. 

"The mandrakes give a smell, and at our gates 

are all manner of pleasant fruits, new and old, 

which I have laid up for thee, 0 my beloved." The 

mandrakes give out their sweet odors, ripe fruits 

of all kinds are at hand, laid up for the Beloved 

Himself. When the children of Israel had reached 

the land of their dwelling, they had to bring a 

basket of firstfruits unto the Lord. The Lord 

must have His portion. 

The Lord compared the scribe instructed unto 

the kingdom of heaven to a householder who 

bringeth out of his treasures things new and old. 

The saints who are skilled in the Word have 

learned both from the Old Testament and from 

the New, things concerning the Bridegroom. We 

must lay up for Him. We have also to "lay by" 

as the Lord has prospered us, while He "lays up" 

for us a crown of righteousness that fadeth not 

away. 



CHAPTER EIGHT 

THAT thou wert as my brother, that 
sucked the breasts of my mother! when 
I should find thee without, I would kiss 

thee; yea, I should not be d�spised." The bride 
longs to know the bridegroom in the close family 
relationship of a brother, but we have learned to 
know Him as the "Friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother.". While we should never speak of 
the Lord as "our Elder Brother," we know that 
He has made us His brethren, "for both He that 
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of 
one, for which cause He is not ashamed to call 
them brethren." The Lord Jesus is the "First
born among many brethren." When He was here 
on earth, "There came to Him Hls mother, and 
His brethren, and could not come at Him for the 
press. And it was told Him by certain w hi� 
said, Thy mother and Thy brethren stand with
out, desiring to see Thee. And He answered and 
said unto them, My mother and My brethren are 
those which hear the Word of God and do it" 
(Luke 8: 19-21). Those relationships are not 
according to the flesh, and lie outside of nature. 
They are the ties in the family of God into which 
we enter by new birth. 

The bride speaks well of her mother. Much is 
said in the Scriptures about the mother; there it 
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is she who gives character, as we see from the 
frequent mention of "his mother's Iiame" in the 

record of Israel's kings. The father and t�e 
mother; and their training; are often referred to 
in the Book of Proverbs. King Lemuel's mother 
gave him teaching, warning and advice, which, if 
heeded, would have made him a model king (Prov. 
31). It was the mother of Moses who gave him 
character, and when he became of age her teach
ing led him to cast in his lot with the down
trodden people of God. Naomi became a mother 
to the child born to Ruth; and Hannah trained 
Samuel, who was God's mouthpiece to His people. 
Paul spoke of caring for the Galatians with the 
pity and solicitude of a mother ( Gal. 4 : 19) . 

The bride wants to declare her love in a public 
way for the one who is in the outside place. Our 
Lord is in that place today: He suffered outside 
the camp, and we must go outside, to Him where 
He is. Jonathan refused to go out of the camp to 
David; he remained in the city, in the house of 
S'aul. The Lord is still the rejected One, the de
spised One. We show our love for Him when, 
like the bride, we find Him without and kiss Him, 
and so show to the world that the One.whom they 
cast out is our Lord and Friend. 

"I would lead thee, and bring thee into my 
mother's house, who would instruct me: I would 
cause thee to drink of spiced wine of the juice of 
my pomegranate." "I would lead thee." We 
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often speak about being led of the Lord; can we 

speak about leading Him? He leads His flock be

side the still waters, and in the glory He leads His 

own by the fountains of living waters. We must 

lead Him; can we take Him wherever we go? 

Do we ever go where we cannot take Him? 

"Bring thee into my mother's house." When 

Abraham's servant came to the home of Rebecca, 

Laban said to him, "Come in, thou blessed of the 

Lord, why standest thou without?" (Gen. 24). 

The two on their way to Emmaus constrained the 

Lord to come into their house (Luke 24); and it 

is written that "Martha received Him into her 

house" (Luke 10). In the house things are opened 

up and displayed. When Abraham's servant came 

i'nside, he opened up his treasures; when the wise 

men came into the house, they did likewise; w:hen 

the Lord was down by the sea, He spake to the 

multitude in parables, but when He entered into 

the house, He opened up to His disciples the 

secret things. In the house, He is the Teacher, 

the Instructor; and in the home of Martha He 

took this place. Martha also sat at His feet, but 

Mary chose the good part and sat there listening 

to His word. He delights to come into the home. 

It gives Him great joy when we make Him the 

Teacher. 

If the bride has received teaching from him, 

she is now able to give him something in return 

for all that he has done for her. He has given 



SONG OF SOLOMON 8: 3, 4 181 

her his very best, and now she wants to give him 

her very best. If he has refreshed and · helped 
her, she desires to give him · something for his 

own heart. She has this spiced wine of the juice 
of her pomegranate, made especially for him. 
The Heavenly Bridegroom loves to receive at our 
hands what we prepare for Him; it is a drink
off ering, such as was offered of old· as a type. 
Jacob had a similar offering the second time he 
went up to Bethel. He took wine and poured it 
out before the Lord ( Gen. 35.) • King Saul met 
three men going up to God, to Bethel. They were 
carrying a kid for a burnt-offering, loaves of 
bread (a meat-offering), and a bottle of wine (a 
drink.:.Offering) (1 Sam. 10: 3). 

"His left hand should be under my head, and 
his right hand should embrace me. I charge you, 
0 daughters of Jerusalem, that ye stir not up, nor 
awake my love, until he (or, she) please." There 
is nothing so sweet as his embrace. She de
lights to be near him, and close to his heart. John 
was near to the Lord when he laid his head upon 
His bosom. We see her in the same place of close 
communion in chapter 2, desiring that nothing 
should disturb this rest and communion. She is 
resting in his love, for she delights in it, and his 
love is made perfect in her. Nothing· must be 
allowed to come in and disturb it in any way. 

"Who is this that cometh up from the wilder-
ness; -leaning upon her beloved? I raised thee up 
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under the apple-tree: there thy mother brought 
thee forth: there she brought thee forth that bare 
thee." The wilderness journey is now over, and 
she comes up in the company of her beloved, lean
ing upon him. In chapter 1 of Leviticus, the 
offerer leans upon his offering. Here, the bride 
leans upon the one of whom all the types spe* 
whom she knows, her beloved. She is not marked 
by self-confidence, but by dependence. He has 
been with her the whole journey, and has brought 
her through -the great and terrible wilderness 
where there were no roads· and no supplies. 
She has learned the many lessons that only the 
wilderness could teach, through which God 
brought Israel to prove them and know what was 
in their hearts: 

"I raised thee up under the apple-tree." We so 
often speak of our side of things, that we lose 
sight of that of our Saviour. He would impress 
upon us His own side-His work in us. He tells 
her here that it was He who raised her up, and 
apart from His touch she would have lain there. 
He quickened her, made her to live. In Ephesians, 
chapter two, Paul brings before the saints the 
fact that God had quickened them when they were 
d�ad in sins, and raised them up, and made them 
to sit in heavenly places in Christ, and says, ·"We 
are His workmanship, created · in Christ Jesus 
unto good works." We think of the tree in the 
midst of the· garden of Eden. The woman partook 
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of it and gave to her husband, and through this 

they fell, and sin and death entered into the world. 

Here the bride is raised up under another tree. 

The Bridegroom is the apple-tree in chapter 2. 

He is also the tree of Hf e, in the Book of the Rev

elation. 

"There thy mother brought thee forth: there 

she brought thee forth that bare thee." If he 

raised her up, she was also brought forth by her 

mother. We must trace our origin right back to 

our mother. In the line of faith we go back to 

Abraham, for he is the father of all those who 

believe. The priests must be able to trace their 

genealogy back to Aaron. We, as priests, must 

trace ours back to Christ. The Epistle to the 

Galatians (chap. 4) traces the genealogy of the 

children of promise back to Sarah, for she an

swers to "Jerusalem which is above." The two 

women mentioned in that chapter set forth two 

systems, the earthly and the . heavenly. Hagar 

came from Egypt, and could not produce the 

promised seed. She produced Ishmael, a wild ass 

of a man. She sets forth Jerusalem which now 

is, and is in bondage with her children. Sarah is 

the freewoman, the mother of Isaac, the promised 

seed, and through him of that other Seed, "which 

is Christ" (Gal. 3: 16). She sets before us the 

heavenly system to which we belong; and, being 

connected with that system, we are in liberty, for 

we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the 
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free. So then; "Jerusalem which is above is free, 
which is the mother of us all." 

"Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal 
upon thine arm: for love is strong as death; jeal
ousy is cruel as the grave : the coals thereof are 
coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame." 
We have ·been sealed by the Holy S'pirit until the 
day of redemption. This is another side of the 
truth. She asks him to seal her upon his heart 
and arm, so that she can have a place on his heart 
and be upheld by his strong arms. Aaron, as high 
priest, had the names of the children of Israel 
engraven upon ,the stones which were upon the 
breastplate, and on the stones which were on his 
shoulders. They were not written or painted on, 
but were engraven. They could not be removed; 
they were there always. The breastplate could not 
slip away from the heart of Aaron, for it was 
bound upon the ephod with a lace of blue. We can 
never slip away from the heart of the heavenly 
Bridegroom, we are there before Him continually. 
We can count on having a place in our Lord's 
heart, and can always depend upon His strong 
arm to help us. 

"Love is ·strong as death." We have here the 
strength of love. Love and death are put in con
trast. Death has laid hold of all ; no one can escape 
its grasp ; all must fall before it; it holds with a 
strong grip. Death triumphed until love came, 
but the love of the Lord Jesus was more than a 
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match for death. All must faU before His love. 

"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 

lay down his life for his friends." This greater 

love was His. Death could not hold back the love 

of Christ. When the children of Israel came up 

to the river Jordan it was in flood, but the ark of 

the covenant, carried by the priests, drove back 

the waters and allowed the people to go over on 

dry ground. The Lord Jesus, of whom the ark 

was but a type, has not only gone into death, but 

thereby annulled it. He became dead and is alive 

forevermore, and has the keys of death and of 
hades. Death holds those who come into its grasp, 

and will not yield. Love, death's conqueror, also 

holds its own, and will not give them up. The love 

of the Lord Jesus will never relax. 

"Jealousy is cruel as the grave." Jealousy is 

love claiming an object as its very own. Love can

not brook a rival, or bear to think that the affec

tion of the one loved so much might be shared by 

another. Paul was jealous over the _saints at Cor

inth with a godly jealousy, for he had espoused 

them to Christ, and desired to present them as a 

chaste virgin to .Christ. In the "jealousy offer

ing," applied to a suspected wife to test her, to 

see whether she had been faithful to her husband 

(Num, 5: 11-31), if she had been faithful, she 

would welcome the test and say, "Search me, and 

see if there be any wi�ked way in me." Behind 

this test lay the jealousy of the husband who 
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could not bear to think she had turned aside to 

another lover. God has always been a jealous God, 

jealous over the affections of His people. Do we 

provoke the Lord to jealousy, for He is stronger 

than we? When love gets what it sets out for, 

it wants to keep it entirely for itself. 

"The coals thereof are coals of fire, which have 

a most vehement flame." There were flames on 

the brazen altar, which consumed the sacrifice. 

There is no fire there now, for the Lord Jesus has 

exhausted it. His love could not be quenched; He 

went into the judgment of God for us, and now 

there is none for us. No· one could touch the fire 

but the Lord Jesus. One of the seraphim took 

the live coal from off the altar with tongs; Isaiah 

could not touch the fire (Isa. 6: 6,7). In type the 

Lord Jesus could take the coals in His hands, and 

handle them without tongs or gloves (Ezek. 10: 2, 

7). Let us never forget that "our God is a con

suming fire." 

"Many waters cannot quench love, neither can 

the floods drown it: if a man would give all the 
substance of his house for love, it would utterly 

be contemned." 

· This verse turns our thoughts to some of the

prophetic Psalms, where we read of the waters 

coming in upon the soul of the Lord, and the 

waves and billows passing over Him. He spoke 

of His death as a baptism to be baptized wfth, 

ref erring to His going under the judgment of God 
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for us, but the floods could not drown His love. 
We see Him going under the waters of judgment, 
but if we should wonder whether He will come 
up again, we see with joy that He comes up on 
the other side in resurrection, ever living and with 

all power in His hands. 

"If a man would give all the substance of his 
house for love, it would utterly be contemned." A 
man might give all his goods to feed the poor, and 
yet not have love. The Lord gave more than 
goods, He gave Himself; "For Christ loved the 
Church and gave Himself for it." Love cannot 
be purchased. It is unquenchable, unconquera
ble and unpurchasable. Well might we say, "Un
to Him. who loved us ... be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever !" 

"We have a little sister, and she hath no 
breasts : what shall we do for our sister in the day 
when she shall be spoken for? If she be a wall 
we will build upon her a palace of silver: and· if 
she be a door, we will inclose her with boards 
of cedar." She is now able to think about 
others, and the first to have her consideration is 
her little sister. We read of Benjamin as a little 
brother, to whom his brethren were much at
tached; they would not give him up to possible 
slavery ( Gen. 44 : 26, 33). We must consider the 
weak. Paul did not despise them, for he put all 
the value of the death of Christ on the weak one. 
He could say, "that weak brother for whom Christ 



188 Two NEGLECTED BOOKS

died." The little sister of the bride, weak and 

undeveloped, .must have consideration because of 

that very thing. The weak should be helped, and 

not stumbled. In our bodies, the weak members 

receive more abundant honor. S'o here it is not 

a ministry for the conscience which she needs, but 

one which will build her up (1 Thess 3: 10). The 

Apostle Paul labored so that he might present 

every man perfect in Christ. 

"If she a wall, we will build upon her a palace 
of silver." There may have· been a measure of 

separation, as set forth in the wall, for in the 
days of Nehemiah they built. the city wall to keep 
out enemies and protect the holy vessels. She 
needs to be built up, and for that the right ma

terial must be used. Each must take heed how 
he builds. Paul was the man who laid the foun
dation, Jesus Christ; and he who builds wisely 
must use that same material as the foundation. 

They were going to build upon her a palace of 

silver. She must be instructed in the meaning 
of redemption, must have unfolded to her the re

demptive work of Christ. The weak and the 

young need instruction in such truths, and also 
need to learn the place into which redemption 

brings them. 
"If she be a door, we will inclose her with 

boards of cedar." The door might be blown about, 
swinging this way and that, reminding us that 
''we henceforth be no . more children, tossed to 
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and fro, and carried about by every wind of doc

trine" (Eph. 4 :14). The door must be made 
secure so that it would not swing like this. Those 

who are carried about by divers and- strange doc

trines are not established. When building the 

wall in Nehemiah's day repeated mention is made 

. of the locks and bars of the doors of the gates 

(chap. 3), which were in use (chap. 7: 3), that 

they might be secure. 

They would "inclose her with boards of cedar." 

This would not only make her secure but add to
her beauty. In the first chapter cedar formed 

the beams of their house. It was used also in the 
building of Solomon's temple, the house of the 
Lord. Thus they want to make her secure and 
beautiful for Himself. 

"I am a wall, and my breasts like towers: then 
. 

. 

was I in his eyes as one that found favor." 

The bride was strong, and well built up. Her 
affections were fully developed, and the work of 
God well advanced in her. Being strong, she was 

able to bear the infirmities of the weak. All min

istry is given that the saints "might come to the 

unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, at the full-grown man." Those who 

are strong must always remember that the weak 

need their consideration. 

"Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon; he let 

out the vineyard unto keepers; every one for the 

fruit thereof was to bring a thousand pieces of 
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silver. My vineyard, which is mine, is before 

me: thou, 0 Solomon, must have a thousand, and 
those that keep the fruit thereof two hundred."' 

To the religious leaders of His day the Lord 

spoke a parable about a certain householder who 
planted a vineyard and hedged it around, built a 
tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went 

into a far country. He sent his servants to re
ceive the fruits, but they were badly treated by 
those men. He, last of all, sent his son, and they 
killed him (Matt. 2_1: 33-45). We are told that 
the Pharisees understood what the Lord meant, 
that His Father looked for fruit from them. So 
here, Solomon's vineyard is let out to keepers 
placed there to. look after it. They must give tht, 
owner his portion. Every man was responsible 
to do this, for Solomon's portion �ust come first, 
then the keepers get theirs. The owner must have 
a thousand pieces of silver ; the keepers, two 
hundred. We must remember that the Lord's 
portion comes first. Eli's sons took their 
portion before God received His; and it is writ-
ten: "Wherefore the sin of the young men was 
very great before the Lord" ( 1 Sam. 2 : 17) . In 
the days of Amos we read about the king's mow
ings. The king must have the first cutting of the 
grass : the farmer got his in the second crop. Do 
we put the Lord first? Do we give Him His por
tion? It is all known to Him now, .for He reads 
the heart, and at the judgment-seat of Christ, 
"every man shall have praise of God." 
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"Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the com
panions hearken to thy voice: cause me to hear 
·
t

,, 
I • 

It is the bridegroom who speaks. The bride's 
days of wandering· are over; she dwells in the gar
dens now, where are the beds of spices, and the 
lilies, and the pleasant fruits. She has been busy 
with the companions, making them hear her voice. 
She has been speaking of her beloved, now he 
wants her to speak to him. He had told her, in 
chapter two, that her voice was sweet, and now 
he wishes to hear it addressed to himself. How 
often we are so busy with others that the Beloved 
seldom hears our voice! He delights to hear it. 

�nd the bride answers : "Make haste, my be
loved, and be ·Thou like to a roe or to a young 
hart upon the mountains of spices." 

Her last word to Him is an invitation to come 
quickly-to come with the speed of a roe or a 
young hart. And almost the last words of our 
Lord Jesus to us are, "Surely I come quickly." 
He is coming quickly, and His reward · is wi'th 

Him. Can we not echo the reply which the Holy 
Spirit has given to the Bride as her response, 

"Even so, come, Lord Jesus"? 
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