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NOTICE

IN committing to the Lord for the use of His saints this second
part of the translation of the Old Testament, little need be added
to the Introductory Notice which accompanied the First Part, and
to which the reader is referred. The same principles have been
followed.

The parallel parts in Kings and Chronicles have been compared,
so that the characteristic differences might be readily noticed; and,
within the limits already stated, the orthography of the proper
names has been kept as uniform as possible.

The next Part is in hand, and will, it is hoped, bring the work
down to the end of the Canticles.







THE

BOOK OF

I. Andit came to pass after the death
of Joshua that the children of Israel
asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us
shall go up against the Canaanites

* first, to fight against them ? And
Jehovah said, Judah shall go up:
behold, I have delivered the land

® into his hand. And Judah said to
Simeon his brother, Come up with
me into my lot, and let us fight
against the Canaanites, and I lke-
wise will go with thee into thy
lot; and Simeon went with him.

4 And Judah went up; and Jehovah
delivered the Canaanites and the
Perizzites into their hand, and they
smote them in Bezek, ten thousand

¢ men. And they found Adoni-Bezek
in Bezek, and fought against him,
and they smote the Cansanites and

® the Periezites. And Adoni-Bezek
fled, and they pursued after him, and
caught him, and cut off his thumbs

7 and his great toes. And Adoni-Bezek
said, Seventy kings with their thumbs
and their great toes cut off gleaned
under my table: as I have done, so
God has requited me. And they
brought him to Jerusalem, and there
he died.

8 And the children of Judah fought®
against Jerusalem, and took it, and
smote it with the edge of the sword,

¢ and set the city on fire. And after-
wards the children of Judah went
down to fight against the Canaanites,
that dwelt in the hill-country, and in
the south,” and in the lowland.

10 And Judah went against the Canaan-
ites that dwelt in Hebron-—the name
of Hebron before was Kirjath-Arba ;¢
and they slew Shesbai and Ahiman

JUDGES.

11 and Talmai. And from there he went
against the inhabitants of Debir; now
the name of Debir before was Kirjath-
sepher.®

And Caleb said, He that smites
Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him
will I give Achsah my daughter as
18 wife. And Othniel the son of Kenaz,

Caleb’s younger brother, took it ; and

he gave him Achsah his daughter as
14 wife. And it came to pass as she

came, that she urged him to ask of

her father the field ; and she sprang

down from the ass. And Caleb said
18 to her, What wouldest thou? And
she said to him, Give me & blessing;
for thou hast given me a southern
land ;! give me also springs of water.
And Caleb gave her the upper springs
and the lower springs.

And the children of the Kenite,
Moses’ father-in-law, had gone up
out of the city of palm-trees with the
children of Judah into the wilderness
of Judah, which is in the south of
Arad ;¢ and they went and dwelt with
the people.

And Judah went with Simeon his
brother, and they slew the Canaan-
ites that inhabited Zephath, and
utterly destroyed it; and they called
18 the name of the city Hormah. And

Judah took Gazah and its border,

and Ashkelon and its border, and
19 Ekron and its border. And Jehovah
was with Judah; and he took pos-
session of the hill-country, for he
did not dispossess the inhabitants of
the valley,® because they had chariots
of iron.

And they gave to Caleb Hebron,
a8 Moses had said; and he dispos-

13

16

17

20

» Or ‘had fought.’

b Beo on Gen. xii. 8; Josh. x. 40,
¢ The Shephslah; of. Deut,. i, 7.
4 City of Arba.

* City of the Book.

f Or * the south land.’

& That *mrt of the Negeb which formed the
district of ‘ Arad:’ cf. Josh. x. 40, and 1 Sam.
xxvii, 10; xxX. 14,

» Or ‘plain.’




JUDGES I. II.

sessed from thence the three sons of

Anak,

31 And the children of Benjamin did
not dispossess the Jebusites, the in-
habitants of Jerusalem; but the
Jebusites dwell with the children of
Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day.

And the house of Joseph, they also
wentupagainst Bethel ; and Jehovah
1 was with them. And the house of

Joseph sent to search out Bethel ;

now the name of the city before was
# Luz. And the guards! saw & man

come forth out of the oity, and said

unto him, Shew us, we pray thee,

how [we]hma.y enter into the city, and
3 we will shew thee kindness. And he

shewed them how to enter into the

city. And they smote the city with

the edge of the sword; but they let
38 go the man and all his family, And
the man went into the land of the
Hittites, and built a city, and called
its name Luz, which is its name to
this day.

And Manasseh did not dispossess
Beth-shean and its dependent vil-
lages,) nor Taanach and its dependent
villages, nor the inhabitants of Dor
and its dependent villages, nor the
inhabitants of Ibleam and its depen-
dent villages, nor the inhabitants of
Megiddo and its dependent villages ;
and the Cansanites would dwell in
8 that land. And it came to pass when
Israel became strong, that they made
the Canaanites tributary; but they
did not utterly dispossess them.

And Ephraim did not dispossess

the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer;
but the Cansanites dwelt among
them in Gezer.
80 Zebulun did pot dispossess the
inhabitants of Kitron, nor the in-
habitants of Nahalol; but the Ca-
naanites dwelt among them, and
became tributaries.

Asherdid notdispossess the inhabi-
tants of Accho, nor the inhabitants
of Zidon, nor Ahlab, nor Achzib, nor

a7

n

2 Helbah, nor Aphik, nor Rehob; and
the Asherites dwelt among the Ca-
nganites, the inhabitants of the land ;
for they did not dispossess them.
Naphtali did not dispossess the
inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, nor
the inhabitants of Beth-anath; and
he dwelt among the Canaanites, the
inhabitants of the land, but the inha-
bitants of Beth-shemesh and of Beth-
anath became tributaries to them.
And the Amorites forced the chil-
dren of Dan into the hill-country, for
they would not suffer them to come
8 down to the valley. And the Amor-
ites would dwell on mount Heres, in
Ajalon and in Shaalbim ; but the hand
of the house of Joseph prevailed, and
88 they became tributaries. And the
border of the Amorites was from the
ascent of Akrabbim, from the rock,
and upwards.
II. And the Angel of Jehovah came
up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said,
I made you to go up out of Egypt,
and have brought you to the land
which I swore unto your fathers ; and
I said, Iwill never break my covenant
 with you; and as for you, ye shall
make no covenant with the inhabi-
tants of this land; ye shall throw
down their altara: but ye have not
hearkened unto my voice. Why
® have ye done this? Wherefore I
also said, I will not drive them out
from before you; but they shall be
[scourges] in your sides,* and their
4 gods s be a snare unto you. And
it came to pass, when the Angel of
Jehovah spoke these words to all the
children of Israel, that the people
8 lifted up their voice and wept. And
they called the name of that place
Bochim ;! and they sacrificed there
to Jehovah.

¢ And Joshua dismisged the people,
and the children of Israel went every
man to his inberitance to possess the
7 land. And the people served Jehovah

84

i Or ‘scouts.’
i Lit, *its daughters.’

k Others read, with LXX, &c.,

¢ they shall be
to you for enemies.’ 1 Weepers.




JUDGES II. III.

all the days of Joshua, and all the
days of the elders whose days were
prolonged after Joshua, who had seen
all the great works of Jehovah, which
8 he had done for Israel. And Joshua
the son of Nun, the servant of Jeho-
vah,died,a hundred and ten years old.
? And they buried him in the border
of his inheritance in Timnath-Heres,
in mount Ephraim, on the north side
10 of the mountain of Gaash. And also
all that generation were gathered to
their fathers; and there arose an-
other generation after them, which
knew not Jehovah, nor yet the works
which he had done for Israel.

And the children of Israel did evil
in the sight of Jehovah, and served
11 the Baals.® And they forsook Jeho-

vah the God of their fathers, who

had brought them up out of the land

of Egypt, and followed other gods of

the gods of the peoples that were

round about them, and bowed them-

selves to them, and provoked Je-
18 hovah to anger. And they forsook
Jehovah, and served Baal and the
Ashtoreths.®

And the anger of Jehovah was hot
against Israel, and he delivered them
into the hands of spoilers that spoiled
them, and he sold them into the
hands of their enemies round about ;
and they could not any longer stand
16 before their enemies. Whithersoever

they went out the hand of Jehovah

was against them for evil, as Jehovah
had said, and as Jehovah had sworn
unto them; and they were greatly
16 distressed. And Jehovah raised up
judges, and they saved them out of
the band of those that spoiled them.
17 But they did not even hearken to their
judges, for they went a whoring after
other gods, and bowed themselves to
them ; they turned quickly out of the
way that their fathets had walked in,
obeying the commandments of Jeho-

n

14

18 vah; they did not so. And when
Jehovah raised them up judges, then
Jehovah was with the judge, and
saved them out of the hand of their
enemier all the days of the judge;
for it repented Jehovah® because of
their groaninga by reason of them
that oppressed them and ecrushed

19 them. And it came to pass when
the judge died, that they turned back
and corrupted themselves more than
their fathers, in following other gods
to serve them, and to bow down to
them: they ceased not from their
own doings, nor from their stubborn

" way. And the anger of Jehovah
was hot against Israel ; and he said,
Because this nation hath transgress-
ed my covenant which I commanded
their fathers, and hath not hearkened

1 unto my voice, I also will not hence-
forth dispossess from before them
any of the nations that Joshua left

% when he died ; that through them I
may prove Israel whether they will
keep the way of Jehovah to walk
therein, as their fathers did keep [it],

38 or not, Therefore Jehovah left those
nations, without dispossessing them
hastily, neither delivered he them
into the hand of Joshua.

III. And these are the pations that
Jehovah left, to prove Israel by them,
all that had not known all the wars

% of Cansan ; only that the generations
of the children of Israel might know
war by learning it, at the least those
who before had known nothing there-

8 of : five lordships of the Philistines,
and all the Canaanites, and the
Sidonians, and the Hivites that dwell
on mount Lebanon; from mount
Baal-Hermon unto the entering into

¢ Hamath. And they were to prove
Israel by them, to know whether they
would obey the commandments of
Jehovah, which he commanded their
fathers by the hand of Moses.

= Bhal and Ashtoreth in the plural are con-
atantly used as generio terms for the male and
female divinities of the Canaanitish peoples,
and especially of the Pheenicians. Ashwretﬁ, or

Astarte, would seem to have heen the moon :
of. Jer. vii. 18 and viii. 2, with 2 Kings xxiii.

13, 14.
n Or ‘ Jehovah had pity.’
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& And the children of Israel dwelt
among the Canaanites: Hittites and
Amorites and Perizzites and Hivites

¢ and Jebusites; and they took their
daughters as wives, and gave their
daughters to their sons, and served

7 their gods. And the children of
Israeldid evil in the sight of Jehovah,
and forgot Jehovah their God, and
served the Baals and the Asherahs.

8 And the anger of Jehovah was hot
againgt Israel, and he sold them
into the hand of Chushan-rishathaim
king of Mesopotamis ;* and the chil-
dren of Israel served Chushan-ri-

% ghathaim eight years. And the
children of Israel cried to Jehovah;
and Jehovah raised up a saviour to
the children of Israel, who saved
them, Othniel the son of Kenaz,

10 Caleb’s younger brother. And the
Spirit of Jehovah was upon him,

. and he judged Israel; and he went
out to war, and Jehovah gave Chu-
shan-rishathaim king of Syria into
his hand; and his hand prevailed

U against Chushan-rishathaim. And

the land had rest forty years; and

Othniel the son of Kenaz died.

And the children of Israel again
did evil in the sight of Jehovah; and
Jehovah strengthened Eglon the
king of Moab against Israel, because
they did evil in the sight of Jehovah.
18 And he gathered to him the children

of Ammon and Amalek and went

and smote Israel, and they took
possession of the city of palm-trees.

U And the children of Israel served
Eglon the king of Moab eighteen

18 years. And the children of Israel
cried to Jehovah, and Jebovah
raised them up a saviour, Ehud the
son of Gera, the Benjaminite, a man
left-handed.a

And by him? the children of Israel
sent a gift to Eglon king of Moab.

16 And Ehud made him a sword having

18

two edges, it was of a cubit® length;

and he girded it under his raiment
17 upon his right hip. And he brought

the gift to Eglon king of Moab; now
18 Eglon was & very fat man. And
it came to pass when he had ended
offering the gift, he sent away the
ople that had borne the gift. But
e turned from the graven images*
that were by Gilgal, and said, I have
a secret word unto thee, O king. And
he said, Be silent! And all that
stood by him went out from him.
10 And Ehud came to him ; now he was
sitting in the cool upper chamber,
which was forhim alone. And Ehud
said, I have a word from God unto
thee. And he arose from the seat.
1 Then Ehud put forth his left hand,
and took the sword from his right
% hip, and thrust it into his belly ; and
the haft also went in after the blade,
and the fat closed upon the blade;
for he did not draw the sword out of
his belly, and it came out between
the legs.

And Ehud went out into the por-
tico, and shut the doors of the upper-
chamber upon him, and bolted them.

And when he was gone out, the
servants of the [king] came and saw,
and behold, the doors of the upper-
chamber were bolted. And they said,
Surely he is covering his feet in the
% gumimer ¥ chamber. And they waited
till they were ashamed; and behold,
he opened not the doors of the upper-
chamber, and they took the key, and
opened [them], and behold, their
lord lay dead on the earth.

And Ehud had escaped while they
lingered, and passed beyond the
graven images,' and escaped to Bei-
7 rah. And 1t came to pass when he

was come, that he blew a trumpet in

the hill-country of Ephraim, and the
children of Israel went down with
him from the hill-country, and he

19

2%

¢ Bee on Bx. xxxiv. 18.
» Heb. Aram-] i

rivers.’
4 Lit. ‘ bound as to his right hand.’

, *8yria of the two

r Lit. by his hand.”

* Probably ‘ ashort cubit.' The Hebrew word,
found here only, implies no fixed weasurement.

+ Or ‘ quarriea.’ v Lit. ‘cool ;" as ver. 20.




JUDGES III. IV.

8 before them. And he said to them,
Follow after me, for Jehovah has
delivered your enemies the Moabites
into your hand. And they went
down after him, and took the fords
of the Jordan toward Moab, and

% guffered no one to pass over. And
they slew the Moabites at that time,
about ten thousand men, all fat, and
all men of valour, and not a man

% ggcaped. And Moab was subdued

that day under the hand of Israel.

And the land had rest eighty years.
And after him was Shamgar the

son of Anath; and he smote the

Philistines, six hundred men, with

an ox-goad. And he also delivered

Xsrael.

IV. And the children of Israel again
did evil in the sight of Jehovah ; now

* Ehud was dead. - And Jehovah sold
them into the hand of-Jabin king of
Cansan, whoreigned in Hazor; and
the captain of his army was Sisera,

8 who dweltin Harosheth-Goim.” And
the children of Israel cried to Jeho-
vah ; forhe had nine hundred chariots
of iron, and he mightily oppressed
the children of Israel twenty years.

¢ And Deborah, a prophetess,* the wife
of Lapidoth, judged Israel at that

% time. And she dweltunder the palm-
tree of Deborah between Ramah and
Bothel in mount-Ephraim ; and the
children of Israel came up to her

¢ for judgment. And she sent and
called Barak the son of Abinoam
out of Kedesh-Naphtali, and said to
him, Hath not Jehovah the God of
Israel commanded? Go and draw
towards mount Tabor, and take with
thee ten thousand men of the chil-
dren of Naphtali end of the children

7 of Zebulun, and I will draw unto
thee, to the torrent Kishon, Bisera,
the captain of Jabin’s army, and his
chariots and his multitru(f;, and I

8 will give him into thy hand. And
Barak said to her, If thou goest with
me, then I will go, but if thou goest

81

? not with me, I will not go. And she
said, T will by all means go with
thee, only that it will not be to thine
honour upon the way which thou
goest, for Jehovah will sell Sisera
into the hand of a woman. And
Deborah arose, and went with Barak
to Kedesh.

And Barak called together Zebulun
and Naphtali to Kedesh; and there
went up at his feet ten thousand men ;
and Deborah went up with him.
11 (Now Heber the Kenite had severed

himself from the Kenites, from the

children of Hobab the father-in-law

of Moses, and had pitched his tent

as far as the oak of Zaannaim,Y which
12 is by Kedesh.) And they told Sisera

that Barak the son of Abinoam had
18 gone up tomount Tabor. Then Sisera
gathered together all his chariots,
nine hundred chariots of iron, and
all the people that were with him,
from Harosheth-Goim to the torrent
Kishon.

And Deborah said to Barak, Up;
for this is the day in which Jehovah
hath given Sisera into thy hand! Is
not Jehovah gone out before thee ?
And Barak went down from mount
Tabor, and ten thousand men after
1 him. And Jehovah discomfited

Sisera, and all the chariots, and all

the army, with the edge of the sword

before Barak; and Sisera got down
from [his] chariot, and fled on foot.
16 And Barak pursued after the chariots
and after the army to Harosheth-

Goim ; and all the army of Sisera fell

by the edge of the sword; not one
17 was left. And Sisera fled on foot to

the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the

Kenite ; for there was peace between

Jabin the king of Hazor and the
18 house of Heber the Kenite. And Jael

went out to meet Sisera, and said to

him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me;
fearnot. Andheturnedin toher, into
the tent, and she covered him with
19 the quilt. Andhesaid toher, Giveme,

10

14

* Or * Harosheth of the nations.’
* Lit. ‘a woman prophetess.’

7 Bee on Josh. xix. 33.
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I pray thee, a little water to drink,
for I am thirsty. And she opened
the flask of milk, and gave him drink,
%9 and covered him. And he said to
her, Stand in the door of the tent,
and it shall be if any one come and
inquire of thee, and say, Is there
any man here ? that thou shalt say,
1 No. And Jael Heber's wife took a
tent-pin, and took the hammer in
her hand, and went softly to him,
and smote the pin into his teraples,
and it penetrated into the ground ; for
he hag fallen into a deep sleep and
2 was faint; and he died. And be-
hold, as Barak pursned Sisera, Jael
went out to meet him, and said to
him, Come, and I will shew thee
the man whom thou seekest. And
he went into her [tent], and behold,
Sisera lay dead, and the pin was in
% his temples. So God subdued on
that day Jabin king of Canaan
4 before the children of Israel. And
the hand of the children of Israel
ever advanced, and prevailed againat
Jabin king of Canaan, until they bad
cut off Jabin king of Canaan.
V. Then sang Deborah and Barak, the
son of Abinoam, on that day, saying,
?  For that leaders led in Israel,
For that the people willingly offered
themselves,
Bless Jehovah!
8 Hear, ye kings ; give ear, ye princes,
1, [even] I, will sing to Jehovah;
I will hymn to Jehovah the God of
Israel.
¢ Jehovah, when thou wentest forth
from Seir,
‘When thou marchedst out of the
fields of Edom,
The earth trembled, and the heavens
dropped,
Yea, the clonds dropped water.
® The mountains quaked before the
face of Jehovah,
That Sinai, from before Jehovah the
God of Israel.

¢ In the days of Shamgar the son
of Anath, in the days of Jael,

The roads were unused,* and the
travellers on highways went by
crooked paths.

7 The villages® ceased in Israel,
Ceased until that I Deborah arose,
That I arose & mother in Israel.

8 They chose new gods; then was war

in the gates :

‘Was there a shield or spear seen
among forty thousand in Israel ?

4 My heart is toward the governors
of Israel, who offered themselves
willingly among the people.

Bless Jehovah !

10 Yo that ride on white she-asses, ye
that sit on carpets, and ye that
walk by the way, consider,?

U Because of the voice of those who
divide [the spoil] in the midst of
the places of drawing water ;

There they rehearse the righteous
acts® of Jehovah,

His righteous acts toward his villages
in Israel.

Then the people of Jehovah went
down to the gates.

Awake, awake, Deborah | awake,
awake, utter a song !

Arise, Barak, and lead captive thy
captives,d thou son of Abinoam !

18 Then come down, thou, the rem-
nant of nobles, [as his] people;

Jehovah ! come down with me in the
midst of the mighty ones.®

1 Out of Ephraim [came] those whose
root! was inf Amalek ;

After thee was Benjamin among thy
peoples.

Out of Maohir came down gover-
nors,

And out of Zebulun they that handled
the staff of the ruler.k

18 And the princes in Issachar were
with Deborah ;

And Issachar, like Barak;

They were sent into the valley at
his feet.

12

1 Or ‘ ceased.’ 2 Or ‘ leaders:’ so in ver, 11.
b Or ‘sing.” ° Lit. ' righteousnesses.’
4 Lit, ‘ thy captivity.”

¢ Or * against the mighty.’
{ Or ‘ seat.’

3 e0r* -sunat‘
® Qr ‘scribe.’




JUDGES V. V1.

In the divisions! of Reuben there
were great resolves of heart !
16 ' Why abodest thou among the sheep-
folds,
To hear the bleating of* the flocks?
In the divisions of Reuben there were
great deliberations! of heart.
17 Gilead abode beyond Jordan;
And Dan,why did he remain in ships ?
Asher sat on the sea-shore,
And abode in his creeks.
18 Zebulun is a people [that] jeoparded
their lives unto death,
Naphtali also, on the high places of
the field.

Kings came,—they fought ;
Then fought the kings of Canaan
At Taanach, by the waters of Me-

giddo;
They took no spoil of silver.
% From heaven was the fight,
The stars from their courses fought
with Sisera.
91 The torrent of Kishon swept them

AWAY, -

That ancient torrent,® the torrent

Kishon.

My soul, thou hast trodden down
strength !
33 Then did the horse-hoofs clatter
with the coursings,
The coursings of their steeds.®
Curse Meroz, saith the Angel of
Jehovah;
Curse, curse the inhabitants thereof ;
For they came not to the help of
Jehovah,
To the help of Jehovah among the
mighty.
Blessed above women shall Jael
the wife of Heber the Kenite be,
Blessed above women in the tent!
3 He asked water, she gave milk,
In the nobles’ bowl she brought
forth cream.
16 She put her hand to the tent-pin,
And her right hand to the workmen’s
hammer;

19

And she smote Sisera, she struck
through his head,

Shattered and pierced through his

" temples,

37 Between her feet he bowed, he fell,
he lay down:

Between her feet he bowed, he fell ;

‘Where he bowed, there he fell, over-
come.

The mother of Sisera looketh
out at the window,

And crieth through the lattice,

‘Why is his chariot so long in coming ?

‘Why tarry the trampings of his
chariots ? .

b4 Th[% wise amongst her ladies answer

er],
Yea, she returneth answer to herself,

8 Have they not found, divided the
booty,

A damsel, two damsels, to each ?°

A booty of dyed stuffs for Sisera,

A booty of dyed stuffs of embroidery,

Dyed stuff of double embroidery for
the neck of & spoiler.?

8o let all thine enemies perish,
Jehovah !

But let them that love him be as the
rising of the sun in its might.
And the land had rest forty years.

VI. And the children of Israel did
evil in the sight of Jehovah; and
Jehovah delivered them into the

? hand of Midian seven years. And
the hand of Midian prevailed against
Israel. Because of the Midianites
the children of Israel made for
themselves the dens that are in the
mountains, and the caves, and the

® strongholds. And it came to pass
when Israel sowed, that Midian came
up, and Amalek, and the children of
the east, and came up against them.

4 And they encamped against them,
and destroyed the produce of theland,
until thou come to Gazah, and they
left no sustenance in Israel, neither

5 sheep, nor ox, nor ass. For they came

98

a1

: & "%)11: the r;ivnlt:})u.'

e pip! .
1 Or * there wagsx:mch debating.’
= Or ‘ the torrent of combats.’

» Lit, * strong (or mighty) ones.’
o Lit, * the head of alemi.’
? Or ‘ of the gpoil.’




JUDGES VI.

up with their cattle and their tents,

and they came as locusts for multi-

tude; both they and their camels

were without number ; and they en-
¢ tered into the land to destroy it. And
Israel was greatly impoverished be-
cause of Midian. And the children
of Israel cried to Jehovah.

And it came to pass when the
children of Israel cried to Jehovah
8 because of Midian, that Jehovah sent

a prophet to the children of Israel,

who said to them, Thus saith Jeho-

vah the God of Israel: ¥ breught you

up from Egypt, and brought you

forth out of the house of bondage ;¢
® and I delivered you out of the hand

of the Egyptians, and out of the

hand of all that oppressed you, and

drove them out from before you,
10 and gave you their land, and I said
to you, I am Jehovah your Ged;
fear not the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land ye dwell. But ye have
not hearkened to my voice.

And an angel of Jehovah came
and sat under the terebinth that
was in Ophrah, that [belonged] to
Joash the Abi-ezrite. And his son
Gideon threshed wheat in the wine-
press, to seeure [it] from the Midian-
12 ites. And the Angel of Jehovah

appeared to him, and said to him,

Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty
18 man of valour. And Gideon said to

him, Ah my Lord, if Jehovah be with

us, why then is all this befallen us ?
and where are all his miracles that

our fathers told us of, saying, Did

not Jehovah bring us up from Egypt ?

And now Jehovah hath ecast us

off, and given us into the hand of
U4 Midian. And Jehovah looked upon

him, and said, Go in this thy might,
and thou shalt save Israel from the
hand of Midian. Have not I sent
16 thee? And he said to him, Ah

Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel ?

behiold, my thousand is the poorest

in Manasseh, and I am the least in
18 my father's house. And Jehovah

7

1
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-
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-said to him, I will certainly be with
thee; and thou shalt smite Midian
a8 one man. And he said to him,
If now I have found favour in thine
eyes, shew me a sign that it is thou
who talkest with me. Depart not
hence, I pray thee, until I come
unto thee, and bring forth my pre-
sent, and set it before thee. And he
said, I will tarry until thou come
again. And Gideon went in, and
made ready a kid of the goats, and
an ephah of flour.in unleavened
cakes : the flesh he put in a basket,
and he put the broth in a pot, and
brought it out to him under the tere-
binth, and presented it. And the
Angel of God said to him, Take the
flesh and the unleavened cakes, and
lay them upon this rock, and pour
out the broth. And he did so. And
the Angel of Jehovah put forth the
end of the staff that was in his hand,
and touched the flesh and the un-
leavened cakes; and there rose up
fire out of the rock, and consumed
the flesh and the unleavened eakes.
And the Angel of Jehovah departed
out of his sight.

And Gideon perceived that he was
an angel of Jehovah; -and Gideon
said, Alas, Lord Jehovah! for be-
-cause I have seen an angel of Jeho-
vah face to face....And Jehovah
said to him, Peace be unto thee:
fear not; thou shalt not die. And
Gideon built there an altar to Jeho-
vah, and called it Jehovah-shalom.r
To this day it is yet in Ophrah of
the Abi-ezrites.

And it came to pase the same night,
that Jehovah said to him, Take the
young bullock, which thy father hath,
even the second bullock eof seven
years old, and throw down the altar
of Baalithat thy father hath, and cut
down the Asherah that is by it; and
build an altar to Jehovah thy God

“upon the top of this strong place in

the ordered manner, and take the
second bullock, and offer up a burnt-

a Lit. * bondmen:’ so habitually.

r ¢ Jehovah [of] peace.’
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offering with the weod of the Asherah
97 that thou shalt cut down. And

Gideon took ten men of his servants,

and did as Jehovah had said to him.

And it came to pass, because he

feared his father’s house, .and the

men of the city, if he did it by day,
that he did it by night.

%  And when the men of the city
arose early in the morning, behold,
the altar of Baal was broken down,
and the Asherah was cut down that
was by it, and the second bullock was
offered up upon the altar that was

%0 built, And they said one to another,
Who has.done this thing? And
when they inquired and asked, they
said, Gideon the son of Joash has

30 done this thing. And the men of
the city said to Joash, Bring out thy
8on, that he may die, because he has
broken down the altar of Baal, and
because he has cut down the Asherah

81 that was by it. And Joash said to
all that stood near him, Will ye oon-
tend for Baal? or will ye save him ?
he that contends for him, let him be
put to death whilst it is yet morning.
If he be a god, let him plead for
himself;- because they have broken

8 down his altar. And on that day

they called him Jerub-Baal,® saying,

Let Baal plead with® him, beeause

he has broken down his altar.

And all Midian and Amalek and
the children of the east were gathered
together, and -went over,” and en-
8 camped in the valley of Jezreel. - And

the Spirit of Jehovah came upon

Gideon, and he blew the trumpet,

and the Abi-ezrites were gathered

% after him. And he sent messengers
throughout Manasseh, and they also
were gathered after him; and he
-sent messengers to Asher, and to
Zebulun, and to. Naphtali; and they
came up {o meet them.

88  And Gideon said to God, If thou
wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou

87 hast said, behold, I put a fleece of

88

wool on the threshing:floor j if dew
shall be on the fleace only, and it be
dry upon all the ground, then shall
I know that thou wilt save Israel by

% my hand, as thou hast said. And it
was 80. And when he rose up early
on the morrow, he pressed the fleece
together, and wrung dew out of the

8 fleace, & bowl-full of water. And
Gideon said to. God, Let not thine
anger be hot against me, and I will
speak but this onee! Let me prove,
I pray thee, but this once with the
fleece ; lotit, I pray th¥e, be dry upon
the fleece only, and upon all the

40 pround let there be dew. And God
did so that night, and it was dry upon
the fleece only, but on all the ground
there was dew.

VII. And Jerubbaal, whois Gideon,
arose early, and all the people that
were with him, and they encamped
beside the spring Harod ; and he had
the camp of Midian on the north by

% the hill of Moreh in the valley. And
Jehovah said to Gideon, The people
~that are with thee are too many for
me to give Midian into their hand,
lest Israel vaunt themselves against
me, saying, Mine oewn hand hath
8 gaved me. And now proclaim in the
ears of the people, saying, Whoever
is timid and afraid, let him go back
and turn from mount Gilead. .And
-there went back of the people twenty-
- two thousand ; and there remainged
4 ten thousand. Awnd Jehovah said to

' Gideen, Still the people are many;
bring them down to-the water, and
X will try them for thee there, and it
shall be, that of whom I shall say
unto thee, This shall go with thee,
the same shall go with thee ;- and of
whomsoever I shall say. unto thee,

- This shall not go with thee, the same
5 ghall not go. And he brought down
.. the people to the water ; and Jehovah

said to Gideon, Every one that lap-

:peth of the water with his tongue,

as & dog lappeth; bim shalt thouset

s ‘ Let Baal plead, or contend.’
¢ Or *‘ contend against.’

* i.e. “ went over the Jordan.’




JUDGES VII.

by himself ; likewise every one that
boweth down on his knees to drink.
¢ And the number of them that lapped,
with their hand to their mouth, were
three hundred men ; and all the rest
of the people bowed down on their
7 knees to drink water. And Jehovah
said to Gideon, By the three hundred
men that lapped will I save you,
and give Midian into thy hand ; and
let all the people go every man to his
8 place. And they took the victuals
of the people in their hand, and
their trumps; and all the men of
Israel he sent away, every man to his
tent, but retained the three hundred
men. Now the camp of Midian was
beneath him in the valley.
®  And it came to pass in that night,
that Jehovah said to him, Arise, go
down to the camp; for I have given
10 it into thy hand. And if thou fear
to go down, go thou with Phurah thy
11 gervant down to the camp; and thou
shalt hear what they say ; and after-
wards shall thy hand be strength-
ened, and thou shalt go down unto
the camp. And he went down with
Phurah iis servant to the outside of
the armed men that were in the camp.
13 And Midian and Amalek and all the
children of the east lay along in the
valley as locusts for multitude ; and
their camels were without number,
as the sand upon the sea-shore for
18 multitude. And Gideon came, and
behold, a man was telling a dream
to his fellow; and he said, Behold, I
dreamed a dream, and lo, a cake of
barley-bread tumbled into the camp
of Midian, and came to the tent, and
smote it that it fell, and overturned
14 it; and the tent lay along. And
his fellow answered and said, This
is nothing else save the sword of
Gideon the son of Joash, the man of
Isracl: God hath given into his
hand Midien and all the host.
And it came to pass when Gideon
heard the telling of the dream and
its interpretation, that he worship-

18

ped. And he returned into the camp
of Israel, and said, Arise; for Jeho-
vah hath given into your hand the
camp of Midian. And he divided
the three hundred men into three
companies, and he pat a trumpet in
every man’s hand, and empty pitch-
ers, and torches within the pitchers.
And be said to them, Look on me,
and do likewise; behold, when I
come to the extremity of the camp, it
shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do.
And when I blow with a trumpet, I
and all that are with me, ye also shall
blow the trumpets around the whole
camp, and shall say, For Jehovah
and for Gideon !

And Gideon, and the hundred men
that were with him, came to the out-
side of the camp in the beginning of
the middle watch;* and they had
but newly set the watch; and they
blew the trumpets, and broke the
pitchers that were in their hands.
And the three companies blew the
trumpets, and broke in pieces the

itchers, and held the torches in their
eft hand, and the trumpets in their
right hand for blowing, and cried, The
sword of Jehovah and of Gideon !
3 And they stood every man in his
place round about the camp ; and all
the host ran, and cried out, and fled.
33 And the three hundred blew the
trumpets, and Jehovah set every
man's sword against his fellow, even
throughout the camp. And the host
fled to Beth-shittah towards Zererah,
to the border* of Abel-meholah, by
Tabbath.

And the men of Israel were called
together out of Naphtali, and out of
Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and
pursued after Midian.

And Gideon sent messengers
throughout mount Ephraim, saying,
Come down against Midian, and take
before them the waters unto Beth-
barah, and the Jordan. And all the
men of Ephraim were called together,
and took the waters unto Beth-barah,

17

10

k=3
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* j.e. midnight : ¢f. Lam. ii. 19 and 1 S8am. xi. 11,

2 Or ‘declivity.’
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 and the Jordan. And they took two
princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb ;
and they slew Oreb upon the rock
Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the
winepress of Zeeb; and they pur-
sued Midian, and brought the heads
of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon beyond
the Jordan.

VIII. And the men of Ephraim said
to him, What is this thing thou hast
done to us, that thou calledst us not,
when thou wentest to fight with
Midisn? And they disputed with

? him sharply. And he said to them,
‘What have I done now in comparison
with you? Are not the gleanings of
Ephraim- better than the vintage of

8 Abi-ezer ? Into your hands hath
God delivered the princes of Midian,
Oreb and Zeeb ; and what was I able
to do in comparison with you? Then
their spirit was appeased toward him,
when he said that word.

| ¢ And Gideon came to the Jordan,
E]and passed over, he and the three

undred men that were with him,

8 faint, yet pursuing. And he said to
the men of Succoth, Give, I pray
you, loaves of bread to the people
that follow me, for they are faint;
and I am pursuing after Zebah and

¢ Zalmunna, kings of Midian. And
the chief men of Succoth said, Are
the hands? of Zebah and Zalmunna
already in thy hand, that we should

" give bread to thine army? And
Gideon said, Therefore when Jeho-
vah delivers Zebgh and Zalmunna
into my hand, I will thresh your
flesh with thorns of the wilderness

8 and with briars. And he went up
thence to Penuel, and spoke to them
in like manper. And the men of
Penuel answered him as the men of

? Buccoth had answered. And he

spoke also to the men of Penuel,

saying, When I come again in peace,

I will break down this tower.

Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in

Karkor, and their camp with them,

about fifteen thousand [men] , all that

10

were left of the whole camp of the

children of the east; for there had

fallen a hundred and twenty thou- |
11 gand men that drew sword. And

Gideon went up by the way of them

that dwell in tents on the east of

Nobah and Jogbehah, and smote the

camp; for the camp was at its ease.
18 And Zebah and Zalmunna fled, and
he pursued after them, and he took the
two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zal-
munna, and discomfited all the camp.

And Gideon the son of Joash
returned from the battle, from the
M agcent of Heres. And he caught a

youth of the men of Succoth, and

inquired of him ; and he wrote down
for him the chief men of Succoth,
and the elders thereof, seventy-seven
18 men., And he oame to the men of

Succoth, and seid, Behold Zebah and

Zalmunna, with whom ye did up-

braid me, saying, Are the hands of

Zebah and Zalmunva already in

thy hand, that we should give bread
18 to thy men that are weary ?* And 1

he took the elders of the city, and

thorns of the wilderness and briars,

and with them he taught the men
17 of Suceoth. And he broke down the
tower of Penuel, and slew the men
of the city.

Then said he to Zebah and Zal-
munna, What sort of men were they
that ye slew at Tabor ? And they an-
swored, As thou art, so were they ;
each one resembled the sons of a
1 king. And he said, They were m

brethren, the sons of my mother. {As

Jehovah liveth, if ye had saved them
10 glive, I would not slay you. And he

said to Jether bis firstborn, Arise,

slay them! But the youth drew not
his sword ; for he feared, because he
91 was yet a youth. Then Zebah and

Zalmunna said, Rise thou, and fall
on us; for as i8 the man, so is his
strength. And Gideon arose, and
slew Zebah and Zalmunna; and he
took the moons that were on their
camels’ necks.

18

18

¥ Lit. ‘palms;’ and so in ver. 15.

s Or ‘faint.’
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3 © And the -men of Isrdel said:to
Gideon, Rule over us, both.thou, and
thy son, and thy son’s son also; for
thou hast saved us from the hand of

3 Midian. And Gideon said to them,
I will not rule over you, neither shall
my son rule over you: Jehovah

3¢ will rule over you. And Gideon
said to them, I would desire a request
of you: give me every man the ear-

- rings of his booty; for they had
golden earrings, because they were

5 Jshmaelites. And they said, We will
willingly give [themf. And they
spread a garment, and cast therein

1 And the weight of the golden ear-
rings that he requested was a thou-
-sand seven hundred [shekels] of
gold; besides the moons, and ear-
drops, and the purple garments that
- were on the lnngs of Midian, and
besides the chains that were about
37 their camels’ necks. And.Gideon
made an ephod of them, and put it
in his city, in Ophrah. And all
Israel went thither a whoring after
it; and it became a-snare to Gideon,
and to his house.

And Midian was subdued before
the ehildren of Israel, and they lifted
up their heads no more. And the
land had rest forty years in the days
of Gideon.
% And Jerubbaal the son of Joash
80 went and dwelt in his house. Now

- Gideon had seventy sons who had

come -out of his loins, for he had
%1 many wives. And his concubine that
- was in Bhechem, she also bore him

a son, and he gave him the name of
32 Abimelech. And (Gideon the son of
Joash.died in a good old age, and
was buried in the sepulchre of Joash
his father, in Ophrah of the Abi-
ezrites.

And it came topass when Gideon
was dead, that the children of Israel
turned again, and went a whoring
after the Baals, and set .up Baal-

a8

every man the earrings of his booty. |-

™ Berith® as their god. And the chil-

:dren of Israel remembered not Je-
.- hovah their God, who had delivered

them out of the hand of all their
% enemies on every side. And they

shewed no kindness to the house of

Jerubbaal-Gideon, according to all

the good that he had done te Israel.
IX. And Abimelech son of Jerubbaal

went o Shechem to his mother’s
brethren, and spoke to them, and to
all the family of the house- of his
% mother’'s father, saying, -Speak, I
pray you, in the ears of all the
citizens? of Shechem, Which is better
for you, that seventy persons, all sons
of Jerubbaal, rule over you, or that
one man rule over you? And re- |
member that I am your bone and
your flesh. And his mother’s breth-
ren spoke of him in the ears of all
the citizens of Shechem all -these
words. And their heart inclined
-after Abimelech ; for they said, He
is our brother. And they gave him
seventy pieces of silver out of the
‘house of Baal-Berith, and Abimelech
hired with them vain and wanton
men, and they followed him. And he
came to his father’s house, to Ophrah,
and-slew his brethren the eomns of
Ferubbaal, seventy persons upon one
stone; but there remained Jotham
the youngest son of Jerubbaal; for
he had hid himself.

And all the citizens of Shechem
gathered together, and all the house
of Millo,® and went and made Abime-
lech king, by theanemorial-oak? that
7is in Shechem. And they told it to

Jotham, and he went and stood on
the top of mount Gerizim, and lifted
up his voice, and cried, and said to
-them, Hearken to me, ye citizens of
Shechem, that God may hearken to
8 you. The trees omce' went forth
. toanointaking over them ; and they
said to the olive-tree, Reign over us.
? And the olive-tree said ~to them,
- Bhould 1 leave my fatness, where-

'S
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» ‘ Baal (Lord) of the covenant.’
® Btrictly, * masters, possessors.”

¢ Or ‘ the citadel.’
4Or ‘ garrison.’




JUDGES IX.

with by me they honour God and
- man, and go to wave over the trees ?
10 And the treed said to the fig-tree,
4 Come thou, reign over us. But the
fig-tree said to them, Should I leave,

my sweetness, and my good fruit,|.

13 and go to wave over the trees ? Then
said the trees to the vine, Come thou,.
18 reign over us. And the vine said to

which cheers God and man, and
1 20 to. wave. over the trees ?. Then.
said all the trees to the tharn-bush,
18 Come thou, reign over us.
thom-bush said. to the trees, If in
truth ye anoint me king over you,
come, put confidence in my shadow ;
but if not, fire shall come out of the
thorn-bush and devour the cedars of.
1¢ Liebanon. Now therefore, if ye have

dealt. truly and sincerely® in that ye|.

have made Abimelech king, and if
e have dealt well with Jerubbaaland.
is house, and.if ye have dome to|
him according to the deserving of his’
17 hands ;—for my father fought for
you, and. endangered. his life, and
delivered you out of the hand. of
18 Midian ; but ye are risen up against
my father's house this day, and have
slain his sons, seventy men, upon.
one stone, and have made Abimelech,
the son of his handmaid, king over
1  the citizens of Shechem,.because he
1 ig your brother;—if ye then have.
dealt truly and sincerely with Jerub-
baal and with his house this day,
rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let him
90 glgo rejoice in you; but if not, let
fire come out from Abimelech, and
devour the citizens of Shechem and
the house of Millo; and let fire come
out from the citizens of Shechem
and from the house of Millo, and
N devour Abimelech. And Jotham ran
away, and fled, and went to Beer,
and dwelt there, because of Abime-
lech his brother.
% And Abimelech ruled over Israel
3% three years. And God sent an evil
spirit between Abimelech and the

18
them, Should I leave my new wine,|.

And the|.

citizens of Shechem ; and the citizens

of Shechem dealt treacherously with
3¢ Abimelech, that.the violence [%one]
to the seventy sons of Jerubbaal
might come, and .their hlood be laid
upon Abimelech their brother, who
slew them, and upon the citizens of
Shechem, who had strengthened his
hands to. slay his brethren. And
the citizens of Shechem set liers in
wait for him on the tops of the moun-
tains, and they robbed all that came
along that way.by them. And it was
told Abimelech.

And Gaal the son-of Ebed came
with his brethren, and went over to
Shechem ; and the citizens of She-
chem put confidence in him. And
they went out into the fields, and
gathered their vineyards, and trede
{the grapes], and made rejoicings,
and went into the house of their god,
and ate and drank, and cursed Abime-
lech. And Gaal the son of Ebed
said, Who is Abimelech,.and who is
Shechem, that we should serve him ?
is he not the son of Jerubbaal ? and
Zebul his overseer? Serve the men
of Hamor the father of Shechem!
and why should we serve him ? Oh!
would that this people were under
my hand! then would I remove Abi-
melech. And he said of Abimelech,
Increase thine army, and come out.
- And Zebul the ruler of the city
heard the words of Gaal the son of
Ebed, and his anger was kindled ;
and he sent messengers to Abimelech
craftily, saying, Behold, Gaal the
son of Ebed and his brethren are
come to Shechem, and behold, they
shut up? the city against thee; and
now, rise up by night, thou and the
people that are with thee, and lie in
ambush in the fields. And it shall
be in the morning when the sun is
up, thou shalt rise early, and fall
upon the city; and behold, he and
the people that is with him shall
come out against thee, and thou shalt
do with him as thou shalt find occa-

<1
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¢ Lit. * in perfectness :* of, Josh. xxiv. 14.

f Or ‘stir up.’
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8 gion. And Abimelech rose up, and
all the people that were with him,
by night, and they lay in ambush
against Shechem in four companies.

85 And Gaal the son of Ebed went out,
and stood in the entrance of the gate
of the eity. Then Abimelech rose
up, and the people that were with

88 him, out of the ambush. And Gaal
saw the people, and said to Zebul,
Behold, people are coming down from
the tops of the mountains. And
Zebul said to him, Thou seest the
shadow of the mountains as men.

87 And Gaal spoke again, and said,
Behold, people are coming down
from the high part of the land, and
one sompany is coming along by the

% way of the Magician’s oak. Then
said Zebul to him, Where is now thy
mouth, thou that saidst, Who 18
Abimelech, that we should serve
him ? is not this the people that thou
hast despised ? go out now, I pray,

8 and fight against them. And Gaal
went out before the citizens of She-
chem, and fought against Abimelech.

40 And Abimelech pursued him, and he
fled before him, and there fell many
wounded,® as far as the entrance of

41 the gate. And Abimelech dwelt at

Arumah. And Zebul drove out Gaal

and his brethren, that they might

not dwell in Shechem.

And it came to pass on the morrow,
that the people went out into the
4 field ; and they told Abimelech. And

he took the people, and divided them
into three companies, and lay in
ambush in the field. And he'looked,
and behold, the people came forth out
of the city; and he rose up against

4 them and smote them. And Abime-
lech, and the companies that were
with him, rushed forward, and stood
in the entrance of the gate of the
city; and two of the companies ran
upon all that were in the fields, and

4 glew them. And Abimelech fought
against the city all that day ; and he

43

took the city, and slew the people
that were in it, and broke down the
city, and sowed it with salt.

And all the men? of the tower of
Shechem heard [that], and they en-
tered into the stronghold of the house
47 of the god! Berith. And it was told

Abimelech that all the men® of the

tower of Shechem had gathered to-
48 gother. Then Abimelech went up to

mount Zalmon, he and all the peo-
le that were with him ; and Abime-
och took an axe* in his hand, and
cut down a bough from the trees,
and took it up and laid it on his
shoulder, and said to the people that
wag with him, What ye have seen
me do, make haste, do as I have
499 done. And all the people likewise
cut down every man his bough, and
they followed Abimelech, and put
them] to the hold, and burned the
old with fire upon them. And all
the men of the tower of SBhechem
died also, about a thousand men and
women.

And Abimelech went to Thebez,
and encamped against Thebegz, and
1 took it. But there was a strong

tower in the midst of the city, and

thither fled all the men and women,
all the citizens of the city; and they
shut it behind them, and went up to
63 the roof of the tower. And Abime-
lech came to the tower, and fought
against it, and he drew near to the
entrance of the tower to burn it with
58 fire; and & woman cast the upper
stone of & handmill! on Abimelech’s
54 head, and crushed his skull. Then
he called hastily to the young man
that carried his armour, and said to
him, Draw thy sword, and slay me,
that they say not of me, A woman
killed him. And his young man
thrust him through, and he died.

And when the men of Israel saw
that Abimelech was dead, they went
86 gvery man to his place. And God

rendered back the wickedness of

48

50
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¢ Or ‘glain.’

b 8ee note on verse 2. { Heb. El,

% Or ‘ axes.’
! 8ee Deut. xxiv. 6.
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Abimelech, which he did to his
father in slaying his seventy breth-

87 ren. And all the evil of the men of
Shechem did God render back upon
their heads; and upon them came
the curse of Jotham the son of Jerub-
baal.

X. And after Abimelech, there rose
up to save Israel Tola the son of
Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of
Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir

3 on mount Ephraim. And he judged
Israel twenty-three years; and he
died, and was buried in Shamir,

8 And after him rose up Jair, a
Gileadite; and he judged Israel

4 twenty-two years. And he had thirty
sons who rode on thirty ass-colts;
and they bad thirty cities, which are
called the villages of Jair® to this
day, which are in the land of Gilead.

& And Jair died, and was buried in
Kamon.

6 And the children of Israsel again
did evil® in the sight of Jehoval,
and served the Baals, and the Ash-
toreths, and the gods of Syria, and
the gods of Zidon, and the gods of
Moab, and the gods of the children
of Ammon, and the gods of the Philis-
tines; and they forsook Jehovah,

7 and served him not. And the anger;

of Jehovah was hot against Israel,
and he sold him into the hand of the
Philistines, and into the hand of
8 the children of Ammon. And they
oppressed and crushed the children
of Israel in that yesr; eighteen years
Ethey oppressed] all the children of
srael that were beyond the Jordan
in the land of the Amorites, which
% js in Gilead. And the children of
Ammon passed over the Jordan to
fight also against Judah, and against
Benjamin, and against the house of
Ephraim; and Israel was greatly
distressed.
And the children of Israel oried to
Jehovah, saying, We have sinned
against thee, both because we have

10

forsaken our God, and also served

11 the Baals. And Jehovah said to the
children of Israel, Did I not [save
you] from the Egyptians, and from
the Amorites, from the children of
Ammon, and from the Philistines ?

12 The Zidonians also and Amalek and
Maon oppressed you, and ye cried to
me, and I saved you outof their hand.

18 But ye have forsaken me, and served
othergods; therefore I will save you

4 no more. Go and cry to the gods
that ye have chosen: let them save

18 you in the time of your trouble. And
the children of Israel said toJehovah,
We have sinned. Do thou unto us
according to all that is good in thy
sight; only deliver us, we pray thee,

16 this day. And they put away the

strange gods from among them, and

served Jehovah; and his soul was

grieved for the misery of Iarael.
And the children of Ammon were

called together and encamped in

Gilead ; and the children of Israel

gathered together and encamped in

¢ Mizpeh. And the people, the chief
men of Gilead, said one to another,
‘Who is the man that will begin to
fight against the children of Ammon ?
he shall be head over all the inhabi-
tants of Gilead.

XI. Now Jephthah the Gileadite was
8 mighty man of valour; and he
was the son of a harlot, and Gilead

* had begotten Jephthah. And Gilead's
wife bore him sons; and when his
wife’s sons were grown, they ex-
pelled Jephthah, and said to him,
Thou shalt not inherit in our father's
house; fordhou axt the son of another

® woman. Then Jephthah fled from
his brethren, and dwelt in the land
of Tob. And vain men were gather-
ed to Jephthah, and they made ex-
peditions® with him.

¢ And it came to pass after some
time, that the children of Ammon

® fought with Jarael. And when the
children of Ammon made war against

17

= Or ‘ Havoth.Jair:’ of. Deut. iii. 14,
® Or ‘ did evil more and more:’ cf. Hosea xiii. 2.

o Lit. “went out;' a technical expression for
predatory raids.
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Israel, the elders of Gilead went to
fetch Jephthah out ef the land. of
¢ Tob.. And they said to Jephthah,
Come, and be our captain, that we
may fight against the children- of
7 Ammon. And Jephthah said to the
elders of Gilead, Did.not ye hate me,
and. expel me out of my father's
house ? and why are ye come to.me
8 now when ye are in trouble? And
the elders of Gilead said to Jeph-
thah, Therefore we have-returned to
thee now, that thou mayest go with
us, and fight against the children of

Ammon, and be head over all of us
? the inhabitants of Gilead. And Jeph-

thah said to the elders of Gilead, If

ye take me back to fight against the

children of Ammon, and Jehovah

give them up before e, shall I be
10 your head ?. And the elders of Gilead

said unto Jephthah, Jehovah be wit-

ness? between us, if we do not so
11 gecording to thy words! Then Jeph-
thah went with the elders of Gilead,
and the people made him head and
captain over them; and. Jephthah
uttered all his words before Jehovah
in Mizpah.

And Jephthah sent messengers to
the king of the children of Ammon,
saying, What hast thou to do-with
me, that thou art come against me
18 1o fight against my land? And the

king of the children of Ammon said

to the messengers of Jephthah, Be-
cause Israel took away my land,
when they came up out of Egypt,
from the Arnon even unto the Jab-
bok and unto the Jordan; and now
14 yegtore it peaceably. And J e&thuh
sent messengers again to the king of
15 the children of Ammon, and said
to him, Thus eaith Jephthah: Israel
took not away the land of Mosb, nor
the land of the ehildren of Ammon.
1¢ But when they came up from Egypt,
then Israel walked through the wil-
derness as far as the Red sea, and
17 came to Kadesh. And Israel sent
messengers to the king of Edom,

18

saying, Let me, I pray thee, pass
through thy land; but the king of
Edom would not hearken. And they
also sent to the king of Moab; and
he would not. And Israel abode in
18 Kadesh. And they walked through
the wilderness, and went round the
land of Edom and the land of Moab,
and came by the east® of the land of
Moab, and enosmped beyond the
Arnon, but came not-within the bor-
der of Moab; for the Arnon is the
19 border of Moab. And Israel sent
messengers to Sihon king of the
Amorites, the king of Heshbon, and
Israel said to him, Let us pass, we
pray thee, through thy land unto m
10 place. But Sibon trusted not Israel,
to let him pass through his border,
and Sihon gathered all his people,
and they encamped in Jahzah; and
31 he fought with Israel. And Jehovah
the God of Israel gave Bihon and
all his people into the hand of Israel,
and they smote them; and Israel
took possession of the whole land of
the Amorites, who dwelt in that
" country. And they possessed all the
berders of the Amorites, from the
Arnon unto the Jabbok, and from
8 the wilderness unto the Jordan. And
now Jehovah the God of Israel has
dispossessed the Amorites from be-
fore his people Israel, and shouldest
3 thou take possession of it? Dost not
thou possess what Chemosh thy god
puts thee in possession of ? and what-
ever Jehovah our God has dispos-
sessed before us, that will we possess.
# And now art thou indeed better than
Balak the son of Zippor, king of
Moab ? did he ever strive with Is-
rael ? did he ever fight against them ?
6 ‘While Israel dwelt in Heshbon and
its dependent villages, and in Aroer
and its dependent villages, and in all
the cities that are along the banks
of the Arnon, three hundred years—
why did ye not recover [them] with-
%7 in that time ? 8o 1 have not sinned
againet thee, but it is thou who doest

» Lit. " hearer.”

4 Lit. * sun-rising.’
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me wrong in making war against

me. Jehovah the Judge be judge this

day between the children of Israel
and the children of Ammon!

% But the king of the children of
Ammon hesrkened not to the words
of Jephthah that he had sent him.

2 Then the Spirit of Jehovah came upon
Jephthah, and he passed through
Gilead and Manasseh, and passed to
Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh
of Gilead he passed over to the chil-
dren of Ammon.

8 And Jephthah vowed a vow to
Jehovah, and said, If thou wilt with-
out fail give the children of Ammon

81 into my hand, then shall that which
cometh forth from the door of my
house to meet me, when I return in
peace from the children of Ammon,
be Jehovah's, and I will offer it up
for a burnt-offering.

And Jephthah passed over to the
children of Ammon to fight against
them; and Jehovah gave them into
88 his hand. And he smote them from
Aroer until thou come to Minnith,
twenty cities, even unto Abel-Cher-
samim,’ with a very great slanghter;
and the children of Ammon were sub-
dued before the children of Israel.

And Jephthah came to Mizpah to
his house, and behold, his daughter
came out to meet him with tambours
and with dances; and she was an
only child : besides her he had neither
8 son nor daughter. And it came to

pass, when he saw her, that he rent

his garments and said, Alas, my
daughter ! thou hast brought me very
low, and thou art one of them that
trouble me; for I have opened my
mouth to Jehovah, and I cannot go

88 back. And she said to him, My
father, if thou hast opened thy mouth
to Jehovah, do to me according to
that which has proceeded out of thy
mouth ; forasmuch as Jehovah has
taken vengeance for thee upon thine
enemies, upon the children of Am-

87 mon. Angd she said to her father,

84

Let this thing be done for me : leave
me alone two months, that I may go
and descend to the mountains, and
bewail my virginity, I and my com-

38 panions. And he said, Go. And he
sent her away for two months. And
she went with her companions, and
bewailed her virginity upon the

% mountains. And it came to pass at
the end of two months, that she re-
turned to her father, and he perform-
ed on her the vow that he had vowed ;
and she had known no man. And
it became a fixed custom in Israel,

40 that from year to year the daughters
of Israel go to celebrate the daughter
of Jephthah the Gileadite four days
in the year. :

XII. And the men of Ephraim were
called together, and passed over
northwards, and said to Jephthah,
Why didst thou pass over to fight
against the children of Ammon, and
didst not call us to go with thee?
‘We will burn thy house upon thee

$ with fire. And Jephthah said to
them, I was at great strife,* T and my
people, with the children of Ammon;
and I called you, but ye saved me not

® out of their hand. And when I saw
that ye would not save me, I put my
hfe in my hand, and passed over
against the children of Ammon, and
Jehovah gave them into my hand.
Why then are ye come up to me

4 this day, to fight against me? And
Jephthah gathered together all the
men of Gilead, and fought with
Epbraim; and the men of Gilead
smote Ephraim, because they said,
Ye, Gilead, yo are fugitives of Eph-
raim in the midst of Ephraim, [and]

5in the midst of Manasseh. -~ And
Gilead took the fords of the Jordan
before Ephruim ; and it came to pass
that when the fugitives of Ephraim
said, L.et me go over, the men of
Gilead said to him, Art thou an

¢ Ephraimite? and he said, No. Then
they said to him, Say now Shibbo--
leth!1t and he said, Sibboleth, and

* Or * the plain of the vineyards.’

* Lit. ‘a man of strife.’ ¢t Btream, flood.
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did not manage to pronounce [it%
rightly. Then they took him, an
slaughtered him at the fords of the
Jordan. And there fell at that time
of Ephraim forty-two thousand. °

7 And Jephthah judged Israel six
yoars. And Jephthah the Gileadite
died, and was buried in [one of] the
cities of Gilead.

®  And after him Ibzan of Bethlehem

9 judged Israel. And he had thirty
sons ; and thirty daughters he sent
out of the house, and thirty daughters
he took in from abroad for his sons.
And he judged Israel seven years.

10 And Ibzan died, and was buried at

Bethleherm.

And after him Elon, the Zebulon-
ite, judged Israel; and he judged
12 Tsrael ten years. And Elon the
Zebulonite died, and was buried in
Ajalon in the land of Zebulun.

And after him Abdon the son of
Hillel, the Pirathonite, judged Israel.
14 And he had forty sons and thirty

, grandsons, who rode on seventy ass
oolts. And he judged Israel eight

16 years. And Abdon the son of Hillel
the Pirathonite died, and was buried
in Pirathon in the land of Ephraim,
in the hill-country of the Ama-
lekites.

XIII. And the ohildren of Israel again
did evil ¥ in the sight of Jehovah ; and
Jehovah gave them into the hand of
the Philistines forty yeaxs.

i And there was a certain man of
Zoreah, of the family of the Danites,
and his name was Manoah. And his
wife was barren and did not bear.

8 And the Angel of Jehovah appeared
to the woman, and said to her, Be-
hold now, thou art barren and bear-
est not; but thou shalt conceive and

¢ bear a son. And now beware, I pray
thee, and drink not wine nor strong

8 drink, and eat nothing unclean. For
lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a
son, and no razor shall come on his
head ; forthe boy shall be & Nazarite *
of God from the womb ; and he shall

11

18

begin to save Israel out of the hand
of the Philistines.

And the woman came and told her
husband, saying, A man of God came
to me, and his appearance was like
the appearance of an angel of God,
very terrible; but I did not ask him
whence he was, neither did he tell

7 me his name. And he said to me,
Behold, thou shalt conceive and
bear a son; and now drink not wine
nor strong drink, and eat not any-
thing unclean; for the boy shall be
a Nagarite of God from the womb to
the day of his death.

8  Then Manoah prayed to Jehovgh,
and said, Ah Lord ! let the man of God
which thou didst send come again
unto us, I pray thee, and teach us
what we shall do unto the child that

9 ghall be born. And God hearkened to
the voice of Manoah; and the Angel
of God came again to the woman
whilst she satin the field ; but Manoah

19 her husband was not with her. Then
the woman hasted and ran, and in-
formed her husband, and said to him,
Behold, the man bas appeared to me,
that came to me that day.

And Manoah rose up and went
after his wife, and came to the man,
and said to him, Art thou the man
that didst speak to the woman? And
12 he said, I am. And Manoah said,

‘When thy words then come to pass,

what shall be the child’s manner
12 and his doing ? And the Angel of

Jehovah said to Manoah, Of all that

I said unto the woman let her be-
1 ware : she shall not eat of anything
that cometh of the vine, neither shall
she drink wine or strong drink, nor
eat anything unclean : all that I com-
manded her ghall she observe.

And Manosh said to the Angel of
Jehovah, I pray thee, let us detain
thee, and we will make ready a kid of
16 the goats for thee. And the Angel

of Jehovah said to Manoah, Though

thou shouldest detain me, I will not

1

18

*8eeon 1. 6. o

eat of thy bread ; and if thou wilt offer
' = S8ee op Num. vi. 2. T
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a burnt-offering, thou shalt offer it up

to Jehovah. For Manoah knew not

that he was the Angel of Jehovah.

17 And Manoah said to the Angel of
Jehovah, What is thy name, that
when thy word cometh to pags wemay

18 do thee honour? And the Angel of

Jehovah said to him, How is it that

thou askesi* after my name, seeing

it is wonderful ?

Then Manoah took the kid and the
oblation, and offered it up to Jeho-
vah upon the rock. And he did won-
drously, and Manoah and his wife
% Jooked on. And it came to pass, as

the flame went up from off the altar

towards the heavens, thet the Angel
of Jehovah ascended in the flame of
the altar; and Manoah and his wife
looked on, and fell on their faces to

1 the ground. And the Angel of Jeho-
vah appeared no more to Manosh
and to his wife. Then Manoah knew
that it was the Angel of Johovah.

# And Manoah said to his wife, We
shall surely die, because we have

38 seen God. But his wife said to him,
If Jehovah were pleased to kill us, he
would not have received a burnt-
offering and an oblation at our hands,
neither would he have shewed us all
these things, nor would he at this
time have told us [such things] as
these.

And the woman bere a son, and
called his name Samson. And the
child grew, and Jehovah blessed him.
28 And the Spirit of Jehovah began to

moveY him at Mahaneh-Dan,® be-

tween Zoreah and Eshtaol.

XIV. And Samson went down to
Timnathah, and saw & woman in
Timnathah of the daughters of the

3 Philistines. And he went up, and
told his father and his mother, and
said, I have seen a woman in Tim-
nathab of the daughters of the Philis-
tines; and now take her for me as

8 wife. And his father and his mother
said to him, Is there no woman

19

"®

» Bee note on Gen. xxxii, 29.
7 The Hebrew word is expressive of pawerful

among the daughters of thy brethren,
and among all my people, that thou
goest to take a wife of the Philistines,
the uncircumcised? And Samson
said to his father, Take her for me,
for she pleases me well. And his
father and his mother did not know
that it was of Jehovah, that he was
seeking an accasion against the Phi-
listines. Now at that time the
Philistines were ruling over Israel.

And Samson went down, and his
father and his mother, to Timnathah ;
and they came to the vineyards of
Timnathah. Andbehold, a younglion
roared against him; and the Spirit
of Jehovah came upon him, and he
rent it as one rends a kid, and nothing
was in his hand. And he did not
tell his father or his mother what he
had done. And he went down and
talked with the woman; and she
pleased Samson well. And he return-
ed after a thme to take her, and he
turned aside to see the carease of the |
Lion; and behold, [there was) a swarm |
of bees in the carcase of the lion,and
honey; and he took it out in his
hands, and went on, and ate as he
went. And he came to his father and
to his mother, and gave them, and |.
they ate; but he did not tell them
that he had taken the honey out of
the carcase of the lion.

And his father went down to the
woman, and Samson made there a
feast ; for so used the young men to
11 do. And it came to pass when they

saw him, that they brought thirty

companions, and they were with |.
12 him. And Samson said to them, Let
me now propound a riddle to you;
if ye clearly explain it to me within
the seven days of the feast, and find

(it] out, then I will give you thirty

shirts, and thirty changes of gar-
I8 ments. But if ye cannot explain [it]

to me, then shall ye give me thirty
shirts and thirty changes of gar-
ments. And they said to him, Pro-

emotion. Cf. Gen. xh 8, where it is translated
‘troubled.’ * Or ‘in the camp of Dan.’

-

-

o©

10
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pound thy riddle, that we may hear

W 1t. And he said to them,

Qut of the eater came forth food,

And out of the strong came forth

sweetness.

And they could not in three days

16 oxplain the riddle. And it came to
pass on the seventh day, that they
said to Samson’s wife, Persuade thy
husband, that he may explain to us
the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy
father's house with fire. Have ye
invited us to impoverish us,—is it

18 pot [s0]? And Samson’s wife wept
before him, and said, Thou dost but
hate me, and lovest me not. Thou
hast propounded the riddle to the
children of my people, and hast not
explained it to me. And he said
to her, Behold, I have not explained
it to my father nor my mother, and

17 ghall I explain it to thee? And
she wept before him the seven days,
while they had the feast. And it
came to pass on the seventh day,
that he explained it to her, for she
pressed him. And she explained the
riddle to the children of her people.

18 And the men of the city said to him
on the seventh day before the sun
went down,

What is sweeter than honey,

And what stronger than a lion ?
And he said to them, If ye had not
ploughed with my heifer, ye had not

19 found out my riddle. And the Spirit
of Jehovah came upon him, and he
went down to Ashkelon, and slew of
them thirty men, and took their spoil,
and gave the changes of garments
unto them that explained the riddle.
And his anger was kindled, and he

20 went up to his father's house. And
Samson’s wife was [given] to his
companion, whom he had made his
friend.

XV. And it came to pass after a time,
in the days of the wheat-harvest,
that Samson visited his wife with a
kid of the goats. And he said I will
go in to my wife into the chamber;

but her father would not suffer him
% to goin. And her father said, I verily
thought that thou didst utterly hate
her; therefore I gave her to thy com-
anion. Is not her younger sister
airer than she? Let her, I pray
® thee, be thine instead of her. And
Samson said to them,* This time I
am blameless toward® the Philis-
4 tines, though I do them harm. And
Samson went and caught three hun-
dred jackals, and took torches, and
turned tail to tail, and put a torch in
& the midst between the two tails. And
he set the torches on fire, and let
[them] run into the standing corn of
the Philistines, and burnt up both
the shocks, and also the standing
8 corn, and the olive gardens. And
the Philistines said, Who has done
this ? And they answered, Samson,
the son-in-law of the Timnite, be-
cause he took his wife and gave her
to his companion. And the Philis-
tines came up, and burned her and
7 her father with fire. And Samson
said to them, If ye act thus, for a
certainty I will avenge myself on
8 you, and then I will cease. And he
smote them hip and thigh with a
great slaughter. And he went down
and dwelt in the cleft of the cliff
Etam.
? And the Philistines went up, and
encampedin Judah, and spread them-
10 gelves in Lehi. And the men of Ju-
dah said, Why are ye come up against
us? And they said, To bind Samson
are we come up, to do to him as he
11 has done to us. Then three thousand
men of Judah went down to the cleft
of the cliff Etam, and said to Sam-
son, Knowest thou not that the Phi-
listines rule over us? And what is
this that thou hast done to us? And
he said to them, As they did to me,
11 g0 have I done to them. And they
said to him, We are come down to
bind thee, that we may give thee into
the hand of the Philistines. And
Samson said to them, Swear to me

s Or ‘of them.’

" % Or ‘ shall be mare blameless than.’
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that ye will not fall on me yourselves.
18 And they spoke to him, saying, No;

but we will bind thee fast, and deli-

ver thee into their hand; but we
certainly shall not put thee to death.

And they bound him with two new

cords, and brought him up from the
" ¢liff. 'When he came to Lehi, the

Philistines shouted against® him.

And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon

him, and the cords that were on his

arms became as threads of flax that

are burned with fire, and his bands
18 Joosed from off his hands. And he

found a fresh jawbone of an ass, and

put forth his hand and took it, and
16 glew with it a thousand men. And
Samson said,

With the jawbone of an ass, a

heap,® two heaps,

With the jawbone of an ass have

I slain a thousand men.

And it came to pass when he had
ended speaking, that he cast away
the jawbone out of his hand, and
called that place Ramath-Lehi.d

And he was very thirsty, and called
on Jehovah, and said, Thou hast
given by the hand of thy servant this
great deliverance, and now shall I
die for thirst, and fall into the hand
19 of the uncircumcised ? And God
clave the hollow rock which was in
Lehi, and water came out of it. And
he drank, and his spirit came again,
and he revived. Therefore its name
was called En-hakkore,® which is in
Lehi to this day.

And he judged Israel in the days
of the Philistines twenty years.
XVI. And Samson went to Gazah,

and saw there a harlot,f and went in

* to her. [And it was told] the Gazath-
ites, saying, Samson is come hither.

And they surrounded [him}], and laid

wait for him all night at the gate of

the city, and were quiet all the night,
saying, In the morning light we will
8 kill him. And Samson lay till mid-

17

18

20

night ; and he arose at midnight, and
seized the doors of the gate of the city,
and the two posts, and tore them up
with the bar, and put [them] upon
his shoulders, and carned them up
to the top of the mountain that is
before Hebron.
¢ And it came to pass afterwards
that he loved a woman in the valley
of Sorek, whose name was Delilah.
And the lords of the Philistines
came up to her, and said to her, Per-
suade him, and see in what his great
strength is, and with what we may
prevail against him, that we may
bind him to overpower® him; and
we will each givesthee eleven hun-
dred silver-pieces. Then Delilah
said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee,
in what is thy great strength, and
with what thou mightest be bound to
overpower thee. And Samson said
to her, If they should bind me with
seven fresh cords which have not
been dried, then should I be weak,
and be as another man. Then the
lords of the Philistines brought up to
her seven fresh cords which had not
been dried, and she bound him with
them. Now she had liers in wait
abiding in the chamber; and she
said to him, The Philistines are upon
thee, Samson! And he broke the
cords, as a thread of tow is broken
when it touches the fire; and his
strength was not known.

And Delilah said to Samson, Be-
hold, thou hast mocked me and told
me lies. Now tell me I pray thes,
with what thou mightest be bound.
11 And he said to her, If they should

bind me fast with new ropes, with

which no work has been done, then
should I be weak, and be as another
11 man. And Delilah took new ropes,
and bound him with them, and said
to him, The Philistines are upon
thee, Samson! Now there were liers
in wait abiding in the chamber, And

<

®

10

o There is here a yparonomssia, the Hebrew
word for ‘ess’ and ‘heap’ being the same.
4 Hill of the jawbone.

¢ The caller’s apl'ini.‘l
f Lit. ‘a woman, a harlot.”
¢ Or “afflict;’ and so vers. 8, 19.
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he broke them from off his arms like
a thread.

And Delilah said to Samson,
Hitherto thou hast mocked me and
told me lies. Tell me with what
thou mightest be bound. And he
said to her, If thou shouldest weave
the seven locks of my head with the
web. And she fastened it with the
pin, and said to him, The Philistines
are upon thee, Samson! And he
awoke out of his sleep, and tore out
the pin of the beam, and the web.

Then she said to him, How canst
thou sey, I love thee, when thy heart
is not with me? these three times
hast thou mocked me, and hast not
told me in what is thy great strength.
And it came to pass when she pressed
him daily with her words and urged
him, that his soul was vexed unto
death; and he told her all his heart,
and said to her, There has not come
a razor upon my head; for I am a
Nazarite of God from my mother’s
womb ; if I should be shaven, then
my strength would go from me, and
1 should be weak, and be like all
mankind.

And Delilah saw that he had told
her all his heart, and she sent and
called for the lords of the Philistines,
saying, Come up this time, for he
has told me all his heart. And the
lords of the Philistines came up to
her, and brought the money in their
hand. And she made him sleep upon
her knees, and called & man, and
she caused him to shave off the seven
locks of his head; and she began to
overpower him, and his strength
went from him. And she said, The
Philistines are upon thee, Samson !
And he awoke out of his sleep, and
thought, I will go out as at other
times before, and disengage myself.
And he knew not that Jehovah had
1 Jeparted from him. And the Philis-

tines seized him, and put out his

eyes, and brought him down to Ga-
zah, and bound him with fetters® of

18
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bronze ; and he had to grind in the
#2 prison-house. But the hair of his
head began to grow after he was
shaved.

Then the lords of the Philistines
gathered together to sacrifice a great
sacrifice to Dagon their god, and to -
rejoice ; for they said, Our god has
given Samson our enemy into our
% hands. And when the people saw

him, they praised their god ; for they

said, Our god has given into our hands
our enemy, and the destroyer of our
country, even him who multiplied
% our slain. And it came to pass when
their hearts were merry, that they
said, Call for Samson, that he may
make us sport. And they called for

Samson out of the prison-house, and

he played before them; and they set
%6 him between the pillars. And Sam-

son said to the 135 that held him by

the hand, Let loose of me, and suffer

me to feel the pillars upon which the

house stands, that I may lean upon
37 them. Now the house was fulf of
men and women; and all the lords
of the Philistines were there; and
upon the roof there were about three
thousand men and women, who
looked on while Samson made sport.
And Samson called to Jehovah, and
said, Lord Jehovah, remember me, I
pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray
thee, only thig once, O God, that I
may take one vengeance upon the
Philistines for my two eyes. And
Samson took hold of the two middle
pillars upon which the house stood
(and he supported himself upon
them), the one with hig right hand
and the other with his left. And
Samson said, Let me die with the
Philistines! And he bowed himself
with might; and the house fell on
the lords, and on all the people that
were therein. So the dead that he
slew at his death were more than
those whom he had slain in his life.
8 And his brethren came down, and

all the house of his father, and took

8

-3

b Or ‘ two chains:’ the word is dual, and implies fetters or manacles in two parts, or in pairs.
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XVII. XVIII.

him, and brought him up, and buried
him between Zoreah and Eshtaol
in the sepulchre of Manoah hisfather.
And he had judged Israel twenty
years.

XVII. And there was aman of mount
Ephraim, whose name was Micah.
2 And he said to his mother, The eleven
hundred silver-pieces that were taken
from thes, and about which thou didst
curse and speak of in mine ears,
behold, the silver is with me ; I took
it. And his mother said, Blessed be
% myson of Jehovah! And he restored
the eleven hundred silver-pieces to
his mother; and his mother said, I
hadi dedicated the silver to Jehovah
from my hand for my son, to make
a graven image and a molten image;
and now I will restore it to' thee.
¢ Now he restored the silver to his
mother; and his mother took two
hundred silver-pieces and gave them
to the founder, and he made of
them a graven image and a molten
image; and they were® in the house

8 of Micah.! And the man Micah had
a house of gods, and made an ephod
and teraphim, and consecrated’® one
of his sons, who became his priest.

¢ In those days there was no kingin
Israel; every man did what was right
in his own eyes.

7 And there was a young man out
of Bethlehem-Judah of the family of
Judah, who was a Levite, and he

8 gojourned there. And the man de-
Earted from the city, from Bethlé-

em-Judah, to sojourn where he
might find [a place]. And as he jour-
neyed, he came to mount Ephraim,

? to the house of Micah.. And Micah
said to him, Whence comest thou ?
And he said to him, I am a Levite of
Bethlehem-Judah, and I go to so-
journ where I may find [a place].

10 And Micah said to him, Dwell with

me, and be to me a father and a
priest, and I will give thee yearly
ten silver-pieces, and a suit of gar-
ments, and thy vietuals. And the

11 Levite went in. And the Levite was
content to dwell with the man ; and
the young man was to him as one of

12 his sons. And Micah consecrated ™
the Levite; and the young man be-
came his priest, and was in the house

18 of Micah. Then said Micah, Now I
know that Jehovah will do me good,
because I have the Levite for priest.

XVIIL. In those days there was no
king in Israel, and in those days the
tribe of the Danites sought for them-
selves an inheritance to dwell in;
for to that day [their lot] had not
fallen to them for inheritance among

% the tribes of Israel. And the chil-
dren of Dan sent of their family five
men of their whole number, men of
valour, from Zoreah and from Esh-
taol, to spy out the land, and to ex-
amine it; and they said to them, Go,
examine the land. And they came
to the hill-country of Ephraim, to
the house of Micah, and lodged there.

8 When they were by the house of
Micah, they knew the voice of the
young man, the Levite; and they
turned in thither, and said to him,
‘Who brought thee hither ? and what
doest thou in this [place]? and

¢ what hast thou here ? And he said
to them, Thus and thus has Micah
done to me; and he has hired me,

8 and T am his priest. And they said
to him, Inquire, we pray thee, of
God, that we may know whether
our way on which we go shall be

¢ prosperous. And the priest said to
them, Go in peace: before Jehovah
is your way on which ye go.

7 And the five men departed, and
came to Laish; and they saw the
people that were therein, dwelling
securely, after the manmner of the

I Others ‘ have.’

* Lit. * it was;" probably becanse the ‘ molten
image’ served merely as pedestal for the ‘graven
image,’ thus forming in reality but one complete

imaste: see xviii. 20, 81.

! A name found in the forms Mica, Micaiah,
Micajahu.

= See on Ex. xxviii. 41.
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Zidonians, quiet and secure; and no
one was in the land who possessed
authority, that might put Et?lem] to
shame in anything; and they were
far from the Zidonians, and had
nothing to do with [any] man.—
8 And they came to their brethren at

Zoreah and Eshtaol. And theirbreth-

ren said to them, What [say] ye?
? And they said, Arise, and let us go up

against them ; for we have seen the
land, and behold, it is very good;
and ye are still? Be not slothful to
g0, to enter to take possession of the
10 Jand. When ye go in, ye shall come
to a people secure, and the land is
spacious in every direction ; for God
has given it into your hands; [it is]
a place where there is no want of
anything that is on the earth.

And there went from thence of the
family of the Danites, out of Zoreah
and out of Eshtaol, six hundred men
1 girded with weapons of war. And

they went up and encamped in Kir-

jath-jearim,in Judah; therefore they
call that place Mahaneh-Dan® to this
day: behold, it is behind Kirjath-
18 jearim. And they passed thence to
mount Ephraim, and came to the
14 house of Micah. Then the five men
that had gone to spy out the country
of Laish spoke and said to their
brethren, Do ye know that there is
in these houses an ephod, and tera-

phim, and a graven image, and a

molten image? And now ye know
18 whattodo. And they turneg thither,

and came to the house of the young
man the Levite, the house of Micah,
18 and inquired after his welfare.° And
the six hundred men of the children
of Dan, girded with their weapons
of war, stood at the entrance of the
17 gate. And the five men that had gone
to spy out the land went up, entered in
thither, [and] took the graven image,
and the ephod, and the teraphim,
and the molten image ; and the priest
stood at the entrance of the gate with
the six hundred men that were girded

1

8 with weapons of war. And these
came into Mieah's house, and took
the carved image, the ephod, and
the teraphim, and the molten image.
And the priest said to them, What

12 do ye ? And they said to him, Hold
thy peace, lay thy band upon thy
mouth, and go with us, and be to us
a father and a priest. Is it better
for thee to be a priest for the house
of one man, or to be priest for a tribe

30 and a family in Israel? Then the

priest’s heart was glad, and he took

the ephod, and the teraphim, and the
graven image, and went in the midst
of the people.

And they turned and departed,
and put the little ones and the cattle
1 and the baggage? before them. They

were already far from the house of

Micah, when the men that were in

the houses near to Micah's house

were gathered together, and overtook

8 the children of Dan. And they cried
to the children of Dan. And they
turned their faces, and said to Micah,
‘What aileth thee, that thou comest

4 with such a company ? And he said,
Ye have taken away my gods which
I made, and the priest, and ye are
gone away ; and what have I more ?
and what is this that ye say to me,

% What aileth thee ? And the children
of Dan said to him, Let not thy voice
be heard among us, lest men of ex-
asperated spirit run upon you, and
thou lose thy life and the lives of
thy housebold.

And the children of Dan went
their way; and Micah saw that they
were too strong for him, and he
turned and went back to his house.
7 And they took that which Micah had

made, and the priest that he had had,

and came upon Laish, upon a people
quiet and secure; and they smote
them with the edge of the sword,

8 and burned the city with fire. And
there was no deliverer, for it was far
from Zidon, and they had nothing to
do with [any] man; and it [lay] in

i1

® Camp of Dan. o Lit. ‘ peace.’

? Or ' precious things.’
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the valley that is by Beth-rehob.
And they built the city and dwelt

29 therein. And they called the name
of the city Dan, after the name of
Dan their father, who was born to
Israel ; howbeit Laish was the name

8 of the city at the first. And the
children of Dan set up the graven
image ; and Jehonathan, the son of
Gershom, the son of Moses,® he and
his sons were priests to the tribe of
Dan until the day of the captivity of

8 the land. And they set up for them-
selves Micah’s graven image, which
he had made, all the time that the
house of God was in Shiloh.

XIX. And it came to pass in those
days, when there was no king in
Israel, that a certain Levite, sojourn-
ing on the further side of mount
Ephraim, took him a concubine out

2 of Bethlehem-Judah. And his con-
cubine played the whore against him,
and went away from him to her
father's house to Bethlehem-Judah,
and was there some time,— four

8 months.* And her husband rose up
and went after her, to speak kindly
to her,® to bring her again; and his
servantt was with him, and a couple
of asses. And she brought him into
her father’s house; and when the
father of the damsel saw him he re-

4 joiced to meet him. And hLis father-
in-law, the damsel's father, retained
him, and he abode with him three
days; and they ate and drank, and

% lodged there. And it came to pass
on the fourth day, that they arose
early in the morning, and he rose up
to depart; and the damsel’s father
said to his son-in-law, Refresh thy
heart with a morsel of bread, and
afterwards ye may go your way.

¢ And they sat down, and ate and
drank, both of them together, And
the damsel’s father said to the man,
Be content, I pray thee, and pass

the night, and let thy heart be glad.
7 And the man rose up to depart, but
his father-in-law urged him, and he
® Jodged there again. And he arose
early in the morning on the fifth day
to depart; but the damsel’s father
said, Refresh thy heart, I pray thee.
And they lingered until the after-
noon,® and they did eat both of them.
? And the man rose up to depart, he,
and his concubine, and his servant;
and his father-in-law, the damsel’s
father, said to him, Behold now, the
day draws toward evening—I pray
you stay all night; behold, the day
18 declining, lodge here, and let thy
heart be merry ; and to-morrow get
you early on your way, that thou
mayest go to thy tent. But the man
would not tarry the night; and he
rose up and departed, and came op-
posite to Jebus, that is, Jerusalem ;
and there were with him two asses
saddled, and his concubine was with
him.

They were near Jebus, and the
day was far spent; and the servant
sald to his master, Come, I pray
thee, and let us turn aside into this
city of the Jebusites, and lodge in it.
But his master said to him, We
will not turn aside into the ecity
of a stranger, which is not of the
children of Israel, but we will pass
on to Gibeah. And he said to his
servant, Come and let us draw near
to one of these places, and lodge in
Gibeah, or in Ramah. And they
passed on and went their way ; and
the sun went down upon them [when
they were] by Gibeah, which belongs
to Benjamin. Andthey turned aside
thither, to go in, to lodge in Gibeah.
And he went in, and sat down in the
open place” of the city ; and there
wag no one that received him into
his house to pass the night.

And behold, there came an old

10

11

13

18

4

2 The LXX &c. read ‘ Manasseh,’” but Jewish
authority, followed by Jeroms, supports the
opinion that the text was corrupted.

r Or 'a year and four months.”

¢ Lit. “speak to her heart.’

¢ Strictly, ‘ young man:’ so vers. 9, 11, 18,
= Lit. *till the day declined.’

* Or ‘ broadway.’
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man from his work out of the field

at even; and the man was of mount

Ephraim, and he sojourned in Gi-

beah ; but the men of the place were
17 Benjaminites. And he lifted up his

eyes, and saw the wayfaring man in
the open place of the city; and the
old man said, Whither goest thou?
18 and whence comest thou? And he
said to him, We are travelling from
Bethlehem-Judah towards the far-
ther side of mount Ephraim ; from
thence am I; and I went to Bethle-
hem-Judah, and I have to do with*
the house of Jehovah; and there is
no man that receives me into his
19 house. And we have both straw and
rovender for our asses; and I have
read and wine also for me, and for
thy handmaid, and for the young
man with thy servants: there is no
%0 lack of anything. Then the old man
said, Peace be with thee; only let
all thy wants lie on me; but lodge
1 not in the street. And he brought
him into his house, and gave the
asses provender; and they washed
their feet, and ate and drank.

They were making their hearts
merry, when behold, the men of the
city, sons of Belial,* surrounded the
house, beating at the door; and they
spoke to the master of the house,
the old man, saying, Bring forth the
man that came into thy house, that
 we may know him. And the man,

the master of the house, went out to

them, and said to them, No, my
brethren,I pray you, donot wickedly ;
seeing that this man is come into my
M house, do not this villany. Behold,
my daughter, who is a virgin, and
his concubine; let me bring them
out, and humble ye them, and do to
them as is good 1n your sight; but
to this man do not so vile a thing.
3 But the men would not hearken to
him ; and the man took his concu-

bine, and bronght her forth to them;

and they knew her, and abused her

all the night until the morning ; and
let her go when the morning-dawn

%0 arose. And the woman came at the

dawning of the day, and fell down

at the entrance of the man’s house
where her lord was, till it was light.

37 And her lord rose up in the morn-

ing, and opened the door of the

house, and went out to go his way,
and behold, there lay the woman his
concubine at the entrance of the
house, and her hands were upon the

8 threshold. And he said to her, Up,

and let us go; but no one answer-

ed. And he took her upon the, ass;
and the man rose up, and went to
his place.

And when he was come into his
house, he took the knife, and laid
hold on his concubine, and divided
her, according to her bones, into
twelve pieces, and sent her into all
80 the borders of Israel. And it eame

to pass that every one that saw it
said, There was no such deed done
nor seen from the day that the chil-
dren of Israel came out of Egypt to
this day. Think it over, advise, and
speak.

XX. And all the children of Israel
went forth, and the assembly gather-
ed together as one man, from Dan to
Beer-sheba, and the land of Gilead,

* unto Jehovah at Mizpaliy And the
heads® of all the people, of all
the tribes of Israel, presented them-
selves in the congregation of the peo-
ple of God, four hundred thousand

3 footmen that drew sword. And the
children of Benjamin heard that
the children of Israel had gone up
to Mizpah. And the children of Is-
rael said, Tell [us], how was this

¢ wickedness? Then the Levite, the
husband of the woman that was
murdered, answered and said, I came

19

w Lit, ‘walk with:' see Keil or Gesenius
(Thes.). ) o

s j.e, ‘of iniquity.” It is literally ‘ men, sons
of Belial,’ according to & usual Hebrew idiom :

see ver.-23.
v Called Mizpeh in Josh. xviii. 28,
* Lit, ' corners.’
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to Gibeah that [belongs] to Benjamin,
8 I and my concubine, to lodge. And

the citizehs of Gibeah rose against

me, and swrrounded the house be-
canse of me, by night; they thought
to slay me, and my coneubine have
¢ they humbled so that she died. Then

I took my concubine, and cut her in

pieces, and sent her throughout the

country of the inheritance of Israel;
for they have committed lewdness

7 and villany in Israel. Behold, all
ye, children of Israel, deliberate and
give here [your] counsel.

8 ° And all the people rose up as one
man, saying, We will not any one go
to his tent, neither will we any one

¢ turn into his house. But now this
is the thing which we will do to

Gibeah : [we go] by lot against it;*
10 and we will take ten men of a hun-

dred throughout all the tribes of Is-

rael, and a hundred of a thousand,
and a thousand of ten thousand, to
fetch vietuals for the people, that
they may do, when they come to

Gibeah? of Benjaumin, according to

all the villany that they have wrought
11 in Israel. And all the men of Israel
were gathered against the city, knit
together as one man.

And the tribes of Israel sent men
to all the families® of Benjamin, say-
ing, What wickedness is this that
18 has been done among you? And now

give up the men, the sons of Belial,

who are.in Gibeah, that we may put
them to death, and put away evil
from Israel. But [the children of4]

Benjamin would not hearken to the

voice of their brethren the children

U of Israel. And the children of Benja-
min gathered themselves together out
of the cities to Gibeah, to go out to
battle against the children of Israel.

15 And the children of Benjamin were
numbered at that time out of. the
cities, twenty-six thousand men that

13

drew sword, besides the inhabitants

of Gibeah, who were numbered seven
16 hundred chosen men. Among all

this people there were seven hundred

chosen men left-handed; all these

slang stones at.a hair [breadth],
17 and missed not. And the men of
Israel, besides Benjamin, were num-
bered four hundred thousand men
that drew sword : all these were men
of war.

And the ohildren of Israel arose
and went up to Bethel,® and inquir-
ed of God, and said, Which of us
shall go up first to the battle against
the children of Benjamin ? And Je-
¥ hovah said, Judah first. And the

children of Israel rose up in the

morning and encamped against Gi-
30 heah. And the men of Israel went
out to battle against Benjamin ; and
the men of Israel put themselves in
array to fight against them at Gibeah.
81 And the children of Benjamin went
forth out of Gibeah, and destroyed to
the ground of the Israelites that day
% twenty-two thousand men. And the
people, the men of Israel, took cou-
rage, and set the battle again in array
in the place where they put them-
%8 gelves in array the first day. And the
children of Israel went up and wept
before Jehovah until even, and in-
quired of Jehovah, saying, Shall I go
up again to battle against the chil-
dren of Benjamin my brother? And
Jehovah said, Go up against him.
. And the children of Israel came
near against the children of Benja-
% min the second day. And Benjamin
went forth against them out of Gibeah
the second day, and again destroyed
to the ground of the children of Israel
eighteen thousand men: all these
6 drew the sword. Then all the chil-
dren of Israel, and all the . people,
went up and came to Bethel, and
wept, and abode there before Jeho-

18

13

s Or ‘ we will deal with it according as the lot
shall decide.’ 3

b Heb, Gebsa : as it is in ver. 33; but in the
gecond place probably a distinct city.

¢ Lit. * tribes.’

4 The Chetév omits.

* Others translate the word, ‘ to the house of
God” (El): so in ver. 28,




JUDGES XX.

vah, and fasted that day until even,
and offered up burnt-offerings and
%7 peace-offerings before Jehovah. And
the children of Israel inquired of Je-
hovah (and the ark of the covenant
# of God was there in those days, and
Phinebhas, the son of Eleazar, the son
of Aaron, stood before it in those
days), saying, Shall I yet again go
out to battle against the children of
Benjamin my brother, or shall I
cease? And Jehovah said, Go up;
for to-morrow I will give them into
thy hand. .
29 And Israel set liers in wait against
80 Gibeah, round about. And the chil-
dren of Israel went up against the
children of Benjamin on the third day,
and put themselves in array against
81 Gibeah, as at the other times. And
the children of Benjamin went out
against the people, and were drawn
away from the city, and began to
smite of the people, slaying as at the
former times, in the highways, of
which one leads to Bethel and the
other to Gibeah inf the field, about
83 thirty men of Israel. And the chil-
dren of Benjamin said, They are
smitten down before us, as at the
first. And the children of Israel
said, Let us flee, that we may draw
them from the eity to the highways.
8 And all the men of Israel rose up
out of their place, and put them-
selves in array at Baal-Tamar; and
the ambush of Israel rushed forth out
of their place, out of the meadows of
8 Geba. And there came from opposite
Gibeah ten thousand chosen men out
of all Israel, and the battle was se-
vere; but they knew not that disaster
% was coming upon them. And Je-
hovah smote Benjamin before Israel;
and the children of Israel destroyed
of the Benjaminites that day twenty-
five thousand, one hundred men: all
86 these drew the sword. And the chil-
dren of Benjamin saw that they were
smitten. — And the men of Israel
gave place to Benjamin, because they

trusted to the ambush that they had
37 get against Gibeah. And the ambush
hasted, and fell upon Gibeah; and
the ambush drew along, and smote
the whole city with the edge of the
3 gword. Now there was an appointed
sign between the men of Israel and
the ambush, that they should make
a thick column of smoke rise up out
of the city. And when the men of
Israel turned back in the battle,
Benjamin began to smite, slaying of
the men of Israel about thirty men;
for they said, Surely they are quite
routed before us as in the first battle.
And when the burning began to rise
up out of the ity as a pillar of smoke,
Benjamin looked behind, and behold,
the whole city ascended [in smoke]
1 to the heavens. Then the men of
. Israel turned back, and the men of
Benjamin were amazed, for they saw
that disaster was come upon them.
And they turned before the men of
Tsrael to the way of the wilderness;
but the battle overtook them; and
those who came out of the cities
destroyed them in their midst. They
encompassed the Benjaminites, chas-
ed them, trode them down at the
resting-place over against Gibeah to-
ward the sun-rising. And there fell of
Benjamin eighteen thousand men :
all these, men of valour. And they
turned and fled towards the wilder-
ness to the cliff of Rimmon, and they
gleaned of them in the highways
five thousand men; and pursued
hard after them to Gidom, and slew
two thousand men of them. So that
all who fell that day of Benjamin
were twenty-five thousand men that
drew the sword: all these, men of
valour. And six hundred men turned
and fled to the wilderness to the oliff
of Rimmon, and abode at the cliff of
Rimmon four months. And the men
of Israel turned again upon the chil-
dren of Benjamin, and smote them
with the edge of the sword, as well
the men of [every] city as the cattle,s
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tOr ‘by.’

¢ Some, with the common text, read, ‘ from the city entirely, [even] to the cattle.’
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and all that was found ; even all the
cities that were found did they set
on fire.

XXI. Now the men of Israel had
sworn in Mizpah, saying, There shall
not any of us give his daughter to

% the Benjaminites as wife. And the
people came to Bethel, and abode
there till even before God, and lifted
up their voices and wept bitterly,

8 and said, Jehovah, God of Israel,
why is it come to pass in Israel, that
there should be this day ome tribe

1 lacking in Israel? And it came to
pass on the morrow, that the people
rose early, and built there an altar,
end offered up burnt-offerings and

% peace-offerings. And the children of
Israel said, Who is there among all
the tribes.of Israel that came not up
with the congregation to Jehovah ?
For they had [made] a great oath®
concermng him that came not up to
Jehovah to Mizpah, saying, He shall
certainly be put to death.

¢  And the children of Israel repent-
ed them for Benjamin their brother,
and said, To-day is one tribe extir-

7 pated from Israel. What shall we
do for wives for them that remain ?
since we have sworn by Jehovah
that we will not give them of our

® daughters for wives. And they said,
‘What one is there of the tribes of
Israel that came not up to Mizpnh
to Jehovah? And behold, there came
none to the camp from Jabesh-Gilead,
® to the congregation ; for the people
were numbered, and behold, there
were none of the inhabitants of

10 Jabesh-Gilead there. And the as-
sembly sent thither twelve thousand
men of the most valiant and com-
manded them, saying, Go and smite
theinhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead with
the edge of the sword, and the women

1 gand the children. And this is the
thing which ye shall do: ye shall
utterly destroy every male, and every
womsen that hath lain with man.

13 And they found among the inhabi-
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tants of Jabesh-Gilead four hundred
young wormen that were virgins, who
had known no man by lying with any
male, and they brought them to the
camp, to Shiloh, which is in the land
of Canaan. And the whole assem-
bly sent to speak to the children of
Benjamin that were at the cliff of
Rimmon, and to proclaim peace to
them. And Benjamin came again
at that time; and they gave them
the wives whom they had saved alive
of the women of Jabesh-Gilead ; but
even so they found not enough for
them.

And the people repented them for
Benjamin, because Jehovah had
made a breach in the tribes of Israel.
And the elders of the assembly said,
‘What shall we do for wives for them
that remain ? for the women have
been destroyed out of Benjamin. And
they said, There must be a possession
for those of Benjamin that have es-
caped, that a tribe be not blotted out
of Israel. But we cannot give them
wives of our daughters, for the chil-
dren of Israel have sworn, saying,
Cursed be he that giveth a wife to
the Benjaminites! And they said, Be-
hold, there is a feast of Jehovah from
year to year in Shiloh, which is on
the north side of Bethel, toward the
sun-rising of the highway that goes
up from Bethel to Shechem, and on
the south of Lebonah. And they
commanded the sons of Benjamin,
saying, Go and lie in wait in the
vineyards; and see, and behold, if
the daughters of Shiloh come out to
dance in the dances, then come out
of the vineyards, and catch you every
man his wife of the daughters of Shi-
loh, and go to the land of Benjamin.
And it shall be, when their fathers
or their brethren come to complain
to us, that we will say to them,
Gratify us with them, because we did
not take each man his wife in the
war; for ye did not give them to
them, that ye should now be guilty.

b Heb., ‘ there wus the great oath.’
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# And the children of Benjamin did
so, and took wives, according to their
number, of them that danced, whom
they caught; and they went and re-

turned to their inheritance, and built [ b

3¢ the cities, and dwelt in them. And
the children of Israel departed thence

at that time, every man to his tribe
and to his family, and they went out
from thence every man to his in-
heritance.

In those days there was no king
in Israel; every man did what was
right in his own eyes.

RUTH.

I. And it came to pass in the days
when the judges ruled,* that there
was a famine in the land. And a
certain man went from Bethlehem-
Judah, to sojourn in the country® of
Moab, he, and his wife, and his two

. *gons. And the name of the man
was Elimelech,® and the name of his
wife Naomi, and the name of his
two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Eph-
rathites of Bethlehem-Judah. And
they came into the country of Moab,
and continued there.

8 And Elimelech Naomi’s husband
died ; and she was left, and her two

¢ gons. And they took them Moabitish
wives; the name of the one was Or-
pah, and the name of the second
Ruth: and they abode there about

5 ten years. And Mahlon and Chilion
died also, both of them; and the
woman was left of her two children
and of her husband.

¢  And she arose, she and her daugh-
ters-in-law, and returned from the
fields of Moab; for she had heard in
the fields of Moab how that Jehovah
had visited his people to give them

7 bread. Wherefore she went forth
out of the place where she had been,
and her two danghters-in-law with
her; and they went on the way to

8 yeturn to the land of Judah. And
Naomi said to her two daughters-in-
law, Go, return each to her mother's
house. Jehovah deal kindly with
you, as ye have dealt with the dead

% and with me. Jehovah grant you
that ye may find rest, each in the
house of her husband. Andshe kissed
them ; and they lifted up their voice

19 and wept. And they said to her,
We will certainly return with thee to

11 thy people. And Naomi said, Re-
turn, my daughters: why will ye go
with me ? Are there yet sons in my
womb, that they could be your hus-

12 bands ? Return, my daughters, go;
for I am too old to have a husband.

If I should say, I have hope, should

I oven have a husband to-night, and
18 ghould I also bear sons, would ye

wait on that account till they were

grown? Would ye stay on that ac-
count from having husbands? No,
my daughters, for I am in much
more bitterness than you; for the
hand of Jehovah is gone out against

Y me. And they lifted up their voice

and wept again. And Orpah kissed
her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave
to her.

And she said, Behold, thy sister-
in-law is gone back to her people
and to her gods: retwrn after thy
16 gigter-in-law. And Ruth said, Do

not intreat me to leave thee, to re-

turn from [following] after thee ; for
whither thou goest I will go, and
where thou lodgest I will lodge:
thy people shall be my people, and

17 thy God my God; where thou diest
will T die, and there will I be buried.

Jehovah do so to me, and more also,

15

s Lit. ‘judged.’
b Lit, 'Jﬂelds,' a8 in ver. 8, and elsewhere.

¢ Meaning, ‘ Whose God is king.’
¢ My pleasantuess,
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if aught but death part me and thee!
18 And when she saw that she was

stedfastly minded to go with her, she
19 Jeft off speaking to her. And they

two went until they came to Bethle-
hem. And it came to pass, whep
they came to Bethlehem, that all
the city was moved about them, and
the [women] said, Is this Naomi?
30 And she said to them, Call me not

Naomi—call me Marsa ;¢ for the Al-

mighty has dealt very bitterly with
81 me. I went out full, and Jehovah
has brought me home again empty.
Why do ye call me Naomi, seeing
Jehovah has brought me low, and
the Almighty has afflicted me ?

So Naomi returned, and Ruth the
Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with
her, who returned out of the fields
of Moab; and they came to Bethle-
hem in the beginning of the barley-
harvest.
II. And Naomi had a relation? of her
" husband’s, a mighty man of wealth,

of the family of Elimelech, and his

% name was Boaz.® And Ruth the

Moabitess said to Naomi, Let me, 1

Ppray, go to the field and glean among

the ears of corn after [him] in whose

sight I shall find favour. And she
% said to her, Go, my deughter. And
she went; and she came and gleaned
in the fields after the reapers; and
she chaneced to light on an allotment®
of Boaz, who wag of the family of
Elimelech.
¢ And behold, Boaz came from
Bethlehem ; and he gaid to the reap-
ers, Jehovah be with you! And they
said to him, Jehovah bless thee!
¢ And Boaz said to hjs servant! that
was set over the reapers, Whose
¢ maiden is this ? And the servgnt
that was set over the reapers angwer-
ed and said, It is the Moabitish
maiden who came back with Naomi
. 7 out of the fields of Moab; and shg

said, I pray you, let me glean and
gather among the sheaves after the
reapers. And she came, and has
continued from the morning until
now: her sitting in the house has
been little as yeot.
8 And Bogz said to Ruth, Hearest
thou not, my daughter? Go not to
glean in another field, neither go
from here, but keep here with my
majidens. Let thine eyes be on the
field which is being reaped, and go
thou after them ; have I not charged
the young men not to touch thee ?
And when thou art athirst, go to
the vessels and drink of what the
young men draw. Then she fell on
her face, and bowed herself to the
ground, and said to him, Why have
found favour in thine eyes, that
thou shouldest regard me, seeing I
am a foreigner 2* And Boaz answer-
ed and said to her, It has fully been
shewn me, all that thou hast done to
thy mother-in-law since the death of
thy husband; and how thou hast
left thy father and thy mother, and
the land of thy nativity, and art
come to a people that thou hast not
known heretotore. Jehovah recom-
ense thy work, and let thy reward
e full from Jehovah the God of
Israel, under whose wings thou art
come to take refuge. And she said,
Let me find favour in thine eyes,
my lord ; for that thou hast comfort-
ed me, and for that thou hast spoken
kindly to! thy handmaid,® though I
am not like one of thy handmaidens.
And Boaz said to her at mealtime,
Come hither and eat of the bread,
and dip thy morsel in the vinegar.
And she sat beside the reapers; and
he reached her parched corn, and
gshe ate and was sufficed, and re-
18 gerved [some]. And when she rose
up to glean, Boaz commanded his
young men, saying, Let her glean

10

14

¢ * Bitter,” or  hitternegs.’

f Or ‘ friend,’ * acquaintance.’
¢ In him is st h.

® Lit. * portion of {the) field.’

ger.
' Lit. * spoken to the heart of.’
= Or ‘ bondwoman.’
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even among the sheaves, and ye shall
18 not reproach her. And ye shall also
sometimes draw out® for her [some
ears] out of the handfuls,® and leave
them that she may glean, and re-
buke her not.

And she gleaned in the field until
even, and beat out what she had
gleaned; and it was about an ephah
18 of barley. And she took [it] up, and

came into the city, and her mother-

" in-law saw what she had gleaned;
and she brought forth and gave to
her that which she had reserved after

19 ghe was sufficed. And her mother-
in-law said to her, Where hast thou
gleaned to-day? and where hast
thon wrought? Blessed be he that
did regard thee! And she told her
mother-in-law with whom she had
wrought, and said, The man’s name
with whom I wrought to-day is Boaz.

30 And Naomi said to her daughter-in-
law, Blessed be he of Jehovah, who
has not left off his kindness to the
living and to the dead! And Naomi
said to her, The man is near of kin
to us, one of those who have the right

1 of our redemption.? And Ruth the
Moabitess said, He said to me also,
Thou shalt keep with my young men
until they have ended all my harvest.

33 And Naomi said to Ruth her daugh-
ter-in-law, It is good, my daughter,
that thou go out with his maidens,
that they meet thee not in any other

2 field. So she kept with the maidens
of Boaz to glean, until the end of the
barley-harvest and of the wheat-
harvest. And she dwelt with her
mother-in-law.

III. And Naomi her mother-in-law
said to her, My daughter, shall I not
seek rest for thee, that it may be

$ well with thee? And now, is not

Boaz of our kindred, with whose

maidens thou wast? Behold, he is

winnowing barley in the threshing-

17

® floor to-night. Wash¢ thyself there-
fore, and anoint thyself, and put thy
raiment upon thee, and go down to
the floor; make not thyself known
to the man, until he shall have done
¢ eating and drinking. And it shall
be, when he lies down, that thou
shalt mark the place where he shall
have lain down, and thou ghalt go in,
and uncover his feet, and lay thyself
down; and he will shew thee what
5 thou shalt do. And she said to her,
All that thou sayest® will I do.
¢ And she went down to the floor,
and did according to all that her
" mother-in-law had bidden her. And
Boaz ate and drank, and his heart
was merry, and he went to lie down
at the end of the heap of corn. Then
she went softly, and uncovered his
8 feet, and laid herself down. And it
came to pass at midnight, that the
man was startled, and turned him-
self ; and behold, 2 woman lay at his
¢ feet. And he said, Who art thou?
And she answered, I am Ruth, thy
handmaid : spread thy skirt® over thy
handmaid ; for thou hast the right of
10 redemption. And he said, Blessed
be thou of Jehovah, my daughter!
Thou hast shewn more kindness at
the end than at the first, inasmuch
as thou followedst not young men,
1 whether poor or rich. And now, my
daughter, fear not : all that thou say-
est will I do to thee; for all the gate
of my people knows that thou art a
12 woman of worth. And now, truly Iam
one that has the right of redemption,
yet there is one that has the right
of redemption who is nearer than I.
13 Stay over to-night, and it shall be in
the morning, if he will redeem thee,
well—let him redeem ; but if he like
not to redeem thee, then will I re-
deem thee, [a8] Jehovah liveth. Lie
down until the morning.
And she lay at his feet until the

14

» According to others, ‘let fall.’

o Or ‘sheaves ;' the word is only found in this
place.

» See Lev. xxv. 25,

4 Or ‘bathe,’ as elsewhere.
r The Keri adds ‘ to me.’
* Lit, ‘wing.’
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morning; aund she rose up before
one could know another. And he
said, Let it not be known that s wo-
man came into the threshing-floor.
15 And he ssid, Bring the cloak that
thou hast upon thee, and heold it.
And she hel%o it, and he measuared
€ix 1[;3:”‘"“ of barloy, and laid [it]
oR ; and be* went into the city.
1¢ And she came to her mother-in-law ;
and she said, Who art thou, my
dasughter? And she told lrer all that
17 the man had done to her. And she
said, These six [measures] of barley
gave he me; for he said to me, Go
not empty to thy mother-in-law.
18 Then she said, Be still, my daughter,
until thou know how the matter will
fall ; for the man will not rest until
he have ‘completed the matter this

day. .

IV. “And Boaz went up to the gate,
and eat down there. And behold,
be that had the right of redemption,
of whom Boar had spoken, eame
by. And he said, Thou, such an one,
turn aside, sit down here. And he

* turned aside and set down. And
he took ten men of the elders of the
city, and said, 8it down here. And

% they sat down. And he said to him
that had the right of redenption:
Neomi, who is come back out of the
country of Moab, sells the allot-
ment that was our brother Elime-

4lech’s. And I thought* I would
apprise thee” of it and say, Buy [it)
in the presence of the inhabitants,”
and in the presence of the elders of
my people. If thou wilt redeem [it],
redeem ; butif thou wilt not redeem,
tell me, that I may know ; for there
is none to redeem besides thee; and
I am after thee. And he said, I will

% redeem [it]. And Boaz said, On the
day thou buyest the field of the hand
of Naomi, thou must buy [it] also
of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of
the dead, to raise up the name of the

¢ dead upon his inheritance. And he
that hed the right of redemption
said, I cannot redeem [it] for myself,
lest I mar mine own inheritance. Re-
deem thou for thyself what I should
redeem, for I cannot redeem [it].
Y Now this {was the custom] in for-
mer time in Israel concerning re-
demption and concerning exchange,
to confirm the whole matter: a man
drew off his sandal, and gave it to his
neighbour, and this was the [mode
of ] attestation in Israel. And hethat
had the right of redemption said to
Boaz, Buy for thyself; and he drew
off his sandal, And Boaz said to the
elders and all the people, Ye are wit-
nesses this day, that I have bought all
" that was Elimelech’s, and all that was
Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, of the hand
of Naomi ; moreover Ruth the Moab-
itess, the wife of Mahlon, have I
purchased to be my wife, to raise up
the name of the dead upon his in-
heritance, that the name of the dead
be not cut off from among his breth-
ren and from the gate of his place:
ye are witnesses this day. And all
the people that were in the gate and
the elders said, {We are] witnesses.
Jehovah make the woman that com-
eth into thy house like Rachel and
like Leah, which two did build the
house of Israel; and acquire power
in Ephratah, and make thyself a
name in Bethlehem; and let thy
house become like the house of
Pherez, whom Tamar bore to Judah,
of the seed which Jehovah shall give
thee of this young woman.

And Boaz took Ruth, and she be-
came his wife; and he went in unto
her,and Jehovah gave her conception,
and she bore a son. And the women
said to Naomi, Blessed be Jehovah
who hath not left thee this day with-
out one that has the right of redemp-
tion,* and may his name be famous
1 in Israel! And he shall be to thee

1

x

1

-

t Some read ‘she.’ = Lit. ‘said.’
v Lit. ‘ uncover thine ear:’ 8o in 1 8am. ix. 15;
xx, 2,12, 18,

* Or * before those that sit here.”
b(: Or ¢ without a redeemer ;' it refera to the son
rn.
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a restorer of thy life, and s nourisher
of thine old age; for thy daughter-
in-law who loves thee, who is better
to thee than seven sons, has borne
10 him. And Naomi took the child, and
" laid it in her bosom, and became
1 purse to it. And the women [her]
neighbours gave it a name, saying,
There is a son born to Naomi, And
they called his name, Obed.Y He is

the father of Jesse, the father of
David.
16 Now these are the generations of
19 Pheres. Pherez begot Hezron, and
Hezron begot Ram, and Ram begot
® Amminadab, and Amminadab be-
got Nahshon, and Nahshon begot
1 Salma, and Salmom begot Boaz,
 and Boaz begot Obed, and Obed be-

got Jesse, and Jesse begot David.

? Worshipper, or Servant,

THE

FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL.

I. And there was a certain man of Ra-
mathaim-zophim, of mount Ephra-
im, and his name was Elkanah, the
son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu,
the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an

* Ephrathite.* And he had two wives:
the name of the one was Hannah,?
and the name of the other Peninnsah;
and Peninnah had children, but Han-

% nah had no children. And this man
went up out of his city from year to

ear to worship and to sacrifice to Jo-
ovah of hosts in Shiloh. And the
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phine-
has,the priests of Jehovah,were there.

¢ And it came to pass on the day that
Elkanah sacrificed, he gave to Penin-
nah his wife and to all her sons and
¢ her daughters portions; but to Han-
nah he used to give a double portion,
for he loved Hannah; but Jehovah
¢ had shut up her womb. And her
adversary® provoked her much also,
to make her fret, because Jehovah

7 had shut up her womb. And [as]
he did so year by year, as often as she
went up to the house of Jehovah, she
provoked her thus; and she wept

8 and did not eat. And Elkanah her

husband said to her, Hannah, why
weepest thou? and why eatest thou
not ? and why is thy beart grieved ?
Am not I better to thee than ten
sons ?

And Hannah rose up after they had
eaten in Shiloh, and after they had
drunk; (now Eli the priest sat upon
the seat by the doorpost of the
10 temple of Jehovah;) and she was in

bitterness of soul, and prayed to Je-
1 hovah, and wept much. And she
vowed & vow, and said, O Jehovah
of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on
the affliction of thy handmaid, and re-
member me, and not forget thy hand-
maid, but wilt give untothy handmaid
& man child, then I will give him to
Jehovah all the days of his life, and
there shall no razor come upon his
head,

And it came to pass as she con-
tinued praying before Jehovah, that
18 Eli marked her mouth. Now Han-

nah spoke in her heart; only her lips

moved, but her voice was not heard ;
and Eli thought she was drunken.
14 And Eli said to her, How long wilt
thou be drunken ? put away thy wine

®

i}

»Or‘ Ephraimite,’ the Levites being considered
an belonging to the tribe in which they lived: cf.

Judges xvii. 7,

b Meaning, ‘ Grace.” ¢ Or ‘rival.’
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1 from thee. And Hannah answered
and said, No, my lord, I am a woman
of & sorrowful spirit: I have drunk
neither wine nor strong drink, but
have poured out my soul before Je-

16 hovah. Take not thy handmaid for
& daughter of Belial :4 for out of the

- abundance of my grief and provoca-

17 tion have I spoken hitherto. And
El answered and said, Go in peace;
and the God of Israel grant thee thy

tition which thou hast asked of

18 gfm And she said, Let thy bond-

woman find grace in thy sight. And

the woman went her way, and did

eat, and her countenance was no

more (gas before] .

And theyrose up earlyin the morn-
ing and worshipped before Jehovah,
and returned and came to their house
at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Han-
nah his wife; and Jehovah remem-
10 hered her. And it came to pass when

19

the time was come sbout after Han-'

nah had conceived, that she bore a
son, and called his name Samuel,*
[saying,] Because I have asked him
1 of Jehovah. And Elkanah her hus-
band, and all his house, went up to
sacrifice to Jehovah the yearly sacr-
# fice and his vow. But Hannah did
not go up, for she said to her husband,
[X will wait] until the child is weaned ;
then will I bring him, that he may
appear before Jehovah, and there
L agide for ever. And Elkanah her
husband gaid to her, Do what is good
in thy sight: abide until thou hast
wesaned him ; only, may Jehovah ful-
fil his word. And the woman abode,
and gave her son suck until she wean-
34 ¢d him, And she took him up with
her when she had weaned him, with
three bullocks, and one ephah of flour,
and a flagk of wine, and brought him
to the house of Jehovah to Shiloh;
35 and the boy was young. And they
slanghtered the bullock, and brought
16 the boy to Eli. And she said, Ohmy

lord, [as] thy soul liveth, my lord, 1
am the woman that stood by thee
7 here to pray to Jehovah. For this
boy I prayed; and Jehovah has
granted me my petition which I asked
% of him, And also I have lent hinp
to Jehovah: all the daysthat he lives,
he is lent to Jehovah. And he wor-
shipped Jehovah there.
II. And Hannah prayed, and said,
My heart exulteth in Jehovah,
My 'horn is lifted up int Jehovah;
My mouth is opened wide over mine
enemies ;
For I rejoice in thy salvation.
* There is none holy as Jehovah, for
there i8 none beside thee,
Neither is there any rock like our
God.
* Do not multiply your words of pride,
Let not vain-glory come out of your
mouth ;
ForJehovah is a God® of knowledge,b
And by him! actions are weighed.
The bow of the mighty is broken,
Ang they that stumbled are girded
with strength.
¢ They that were full have hired them-
selves out for bread ;
And the hungry are [so] no more:
Even the barren beareth seven,
And she that hath many children is
waxed feeble.
Jehovah killeth, and maketh
alive;
He bringeth down to Sheol,* and
bringet
7 Jehovah
rich, .
He bringeth low, also he lifteth up:
8 Heraiseth up the poor out of the dust ;
From the dung-hill be lifteth up the
needy,
To set ﬁnm] among nobles;
And he maketh them inherit a throne

h up.
ma.Eeth poor, and maketh

4 8ee on Deut, xiii. 18,
°L§esning, ‘Heard of God,” or ‘Asked of

of glory;
For the pillars of the earth are Jeho-
vah’s,
And he hath set the world upon them.
10r° ll)f', s El
b The Hebrew is in the plural.
! 8o the Keri. k 8ee on Gen. xxxvii, 35,
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0 He keepeth the feet of his sainta!

But the wicked are silenced in dark-
ness;

For by strength shall no man pre-
vail.™

10 They that strive with Jehovah ahall

be broken to pieces;

In the heavens will he thunder upon
them.

Jehovah will judge the ends of the

earth ;

And he will give strength unto his
king,
And exalt the horn of his anointed.

And Elkanah went to Ramah to
his house. And the boy ministered
to Jebovah in the presence of Eli the
priest.

13" Now the sons of Eli were sons of
18 Bolial ; they knew not Jehovah. And
the priests’ custom with the people

was, when any man sacrificed a

sacrifice, the priest’s servant® came,

when the flesh was cooked, with a

flesh-hook of three prongs in his
1 hand ; and he struck 1t into the pan,

or kettle, or cauldron, or pot; the
riest took of it all that the flesh-
ook brought up. So they did in

Shiloh to all the Israelites that came
18 there. Even before they burned® the

fat, the priest’s servant came, and

said to the man that sacrificed, Give
flesh to roast for the priest, and he
will not accept sodden flesh of thee,
18 hbut raw. If the man said to him,

They will immediately burn® the fat

entire, then take as thy soul desires;

he would say [to him], No, but thou

shalt give [it) now ; and if not, I will

17 take [it] by force. And the sin of the

oung men was very great before Je-

{ov&h, for men despised the offering?
of Jehovah,

And Samuel ministered before Je-
hovah, a boy girded with a linen
19 gphod. And his mother made him

a little coat, and brought it to him

1n

18

from year to year when she came

up with her husband to sacrifice the

%0 vearly sacrifice. And Eli blessed

lkanah and his wife, and said, Je-
hovah give thee seed of this woman
for the loan whioch is lent to Jehovah.

And they went to their own home.
1 8o Jehovah visited Hannah, and she
conceived, and bore three sons and
two daughters. And the boy Samuel
grew before Jehovah.

And El was very old, and heard
all that his sons were doing to adl
Israel, and that they lay with the
women that servedd at the entrance
38 of the tent of meeting. And he said

to them, Why do ye such things ?

for I hear of your evil deeds froma
3¢ a]] this people. No, my sons, for it
is no good report that I hear: ye
make Jehovah's people transgress.

5 If one man sin against another, God
will judge® him; but if a8 man sin
against Jehovah, who shall intreat
for him? But they hearkened mot
to the voica of their father, for Jeho-
vah was minded to slay them.

And the boy Samuel grew on, and
was in favour both with Jehovah
+ and also with men.

%7 And there came a man of God .to
Eli and said to him, Thus saith
Jehovah: Did I plainly reveal my-
self to the house of thy father when
they were in Egypt, in®* Pharaoh’s

38 houge, and choose him out of all
the tribes of Israel, to be my priest,
to offer upont mine altar, to burn
incense, to wear the ephod before
me? and I gave unto the house of
thy father all the offerings by fire of

%9 the children of Israel. Wherefore
do ye trample upon my sacrifice
and upon mine oblation which I
have commanded [in my] habita-
tion? And thou honourest thy sons
above me, to make yourselves fat
with the primest of all the oblations

26

1 won, * pious,’ * holy:’ see on Deut. xxxiii. 8;
2 Chron. vi. 41, 42.

= Or * be powerful.’

e Btrictly, * young man,’

° 8ee on Lev, i. 9.

P Here nmo, elsewhers translated ‘ oblation,’

2 Or ‘crowded:’ see Ex. xxxviii. 8;
r Here, ‘ judge’ a8 an arbitrator.
sQOr‘of,""

longing to.’
tOr ‘go up to.'nems
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% of Israel my people. Whaerefore Jeo-
hovah the God of Israel saith,” I said
indeed, Thy house and the house
of thy father should walk before
me for ever. But now Jehovah
saith,” Be it far from me ; for them
that honour me I will honour, and
they that despise me shall be lightly

8 gsteemed. Behold, days come, that
I will eut off thine arm, and the
arm of thy father's house, that there
shall not ge an old man in thy house.

9 And thou shalt see an oppressor™ [in
my] babitation, amidst= all the good
that shall be done to Israel; and
there shall not be an old man in thy

3 house for ever? And the man of
thine [whom] I shall not cut off from
mine altar, shall be to cause thine
eyes to feil and to grieve thy soul;
and all the increase of thy house shall

% dje in thetr vigour. And this shall be
the sign to thee, which shall come
upon thy two sons, upon Hophni and
Phinehas: in one day they shall die,

8 both of them. And I will raise up for
myself a faithful priest, [who] shalldo
according to what is in my heart and
in my mind ; and I will build him a
pure house ; and he shall walk before

86 mine anointed eontinually.” And it
shall come to pass [that] every one
that is left of tgny house shall come
to erouch to him for a small piece of
silver and for a cake of bread, and
shall say, Put me, I pray thee, into
one of the priestly offices, that I may
eat a morrel of bread.

IIT. And the boy Samuel ministered
to Jehovah before Eli. And the word
of Jehovah was rare in those days;
a vision was not frequent.®

3  And it came to pass at that time,
when El lay in his place (now
his eyes began to grow dim, he

? could not see), and the lamp of God
had not yet gone out, and Samuel
lay in the temple of Jehovah where

4 the ark of God was, that Jehovah
called to Bamuel. And he said, Here
$ am I; and he ran to Eli, and said,
Here am 1; for thou callgdst me.
And he said, I did not call : lie down
again. And he went and lay down.
¢ And Jehovah called again, Samuel |
And Bamuel arose and went to Eli,
and said, Here am I ; forthou calledst
me. And he said, I did not call, my
7gon: lie down again. Now Samuel
did not yet know Jehovah, neither
had the word of Jehovah yet been
8 rovenled to him. And Jehovah called
again the third time, Samuel! And
he arose and went to EL, and said,
Here am I; for thou calledst me.
And Eli perceived that Jehovah had
? called ,the boy. And Eli said to
Samuel, Go, lise down; and it shall
be, if he call thee, that thou shalt
say, Speak, Jehovah, for thy servant
heareth. 80 Samuel went and lay
down in his place.

And Jehovah came, and stood, and
called as at the other times, Samuel,
Bamuel! And Samuel said, Speak,
" for thy servant heareth. And Jeho-

vah said to Samuel, Behold, I do a

thing in Israel, at which both the

ears of every one that heareth it
12 ghall tingle. In that day I will per-
form against ELi all that I have
spoken concerning his house ; I will
1 begin and make an end. For I have
declared to him that I will judge his
house for ever for the iniquity which
he hath known: because his sons
made themselves vile,* and he re-
M strained them not. And therefore I
have sworn unto the house of Eli
that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall
not be® expiated with sacrifice or
oblation for ever.

And Samauel lay until the morning,
and opened the doors of the house of
Jehovah. And Samuel feared to
18 declare the vision to Eli. And El

10

15

¥ owy: see on (en. xxii. 16,

* Or ‘adversary.”
. * Or ‘ shalt see the distress of 1;1;13] habitation
in.’ ¥ Lit, the days.’

* Or ‘ was not published ;* lit. ‘ spread.’

s Or ‘accursed.’
. b Lit. ‘if ... be; form of Hebrew oath imply-
ing a strong negation: ¢f. Num, xiv. 23, 28
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called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my
17 gon. And he said, Here am I. And

he said, What is the word that he

has spoken to thee ? I praythee,keep
it not back from me: God do so to
thee, and more also, if thou keep
back anything from me of all the
18 word that he spoke to thee. And
_Bamuel told him all the words, and
kept nothing back from him. And
he said, It is Jehovah: let him do
what is good in his sight.

And Samuel grew, and Jehovah
was with him, and let none of his
9 words fall to the ground. And all

Israel, from Dan even to Beer-sheba,

knew that Samuel was established a
81 prophet of Jehovah. And Jehovah

appeared again at Shiloh; for Jeho-

vah revealed himself to Samuel at

Shiloh by the word of Jehovah.

IV. And what Samuel had said hap-
pened to all Israel.

And Israel went out against the
Philistines to battle, and encamped
beside Eben-ezer ;*and the Philistines

3 encamped in Aphek. And the Philis-
tines put themselves in array against

Israel; and the battle spread,? and

Israel was routed before the Philis-

tines ; and they slew in battle array

in the field about four thousand men.
8 And the people came into the camp;
and the elders of Israel said, Why
has Jehovah smitten us to-day before
the Philistines? Let us fetch our-
selves the ark of the covenant of
Jehovah out of Shiloh, that it may
come among us, and save us out of
¢ the hand of our enemies. 8o the peo-
ple sent to Shiloh, and they brought
from thence the ark of the covenant
of Jehovah of hosts, who sitteth be-
tween® the cherubim; and the two
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas,
were there by the ark of the covenant
of God.

8 And it came to pass when the ark
of the covenant of Jehovah came
into the camp, that all Israel shouted

with a great shout, so that the earth
¢ shook. And the Philistines heard
the noise of the shout, and said, What
is the noise of this great shout in the
camp of the Hebrews? And they
understood that the ark of Jehovah
7 had come into the camp. And the

Philistines were afraid, for they said,

God is come into the camp. And

they said, Woe unto us! for there has

not been such a thing heretofore. |-
8 Woe unto us! who shall deliver us
out of the hand of these mighty
ﬁc:ds%these are th(:-.thds that smote
e Egyptians with eve e
? in the wilderness. Shew r{;ml')slgﬁgs
valiant and be men, ye Philistines,
that ye may not have to be servants
to the Hebrews, as they have been
gervants to you: be men, and fight.
10 And the Philistines fought, and Israel
was routed, and they fled every man
to his tent;f and there was a very
great slaughter, and there fell of Is-
U rael thirty thousand footmen. And
the ark of God was taken; and the
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phine-
has, died.

And there ran a man of Benjamin
out of the battle, and came to Shiloh
the same day, with his clothes rent
18 and with earth upon his head. And

when he came, behold, Eli was sitting

upon the€ seat by the wayside watch-
ing; for his heart trembled for the
ark of God. And the man came to
tell it in the city, and all the city cried
1 out. And Eli heard the noise of the
orying, and said, What is the noise
of this tumult? And the man came
18 hastily, and told Eli. Now Eli was
ninety-eight years old; and his eyes
16 were set, that he could not see. And
the man said to El, I am he that
came out of the battle, and I have
fled to-day out of the battle. And he
said, What has taken place, my son ?
17 And the messenger answered and
said, Isreel has fled before the Philis-
tines, and there has been also a great

13

© Meaning * stone of help:’ cf. vii, 12,
* 4 0r * became general.”

¢ Or ‘gitteth on;’ and so in similar

f Or * home:’ 8o xiii, 2; xvii. 5. € Or * his,’
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slaughter among the people, and thy

two sons also, HophmP:ond Phinehss,

are dead, and the ark of God is taken.
18 And it came to pass, when he men-
tioned the ark of God, that he fell
from off the seat backward by the
side of the gate, and his neck broke,
and he died ; for the man was old, and
heavy. And he had judged Israel

years.

And his daughter-in-law, Phine-
has’ wife, was with-child, nesr to be
delivered; and when she heard the
tidings that the ark of God was taken,
and that her father-in-law and her
hushand were dead, she bowed her-
self and travailed ; for her pains eame
20 ypon her. And as she was dying,

the women that stood by her said,

Fear not; for thou hast horne a

son. But she did not answer, neither
1 did she take it to heart. And she

named the shild Ichabod,® saying,

The glory is departed from Israel;

because the ark of God was taken,

and becsuse of her father-in-law and
2 her husband. And she said, The
glory is departed from Israel, for the
ark of God is taken.
V. And the Philistines took the ark of

(God, and brought it from Eben-ezer
3 to Ashdod. And the Philistines took

the ark of God and brought it into

the house of Dagon, and set it by Da-

8 gon. And when they of Ashdod arese
sarly the next day, behold, Dagon
had fallen on his face to the ground
before the ark of Jehovah. And they
took Dagon, and set him in his place

¢ agein. And when they arose early
the next morning, behold, Dagon had
fallen on his face to the ground before
the ark of Jehovah; and the head
of Dagon and both the 8 of his
hands were eut off upon the threshold;
only the fish-stump! was left to him.

4 Therefore neither the priests of Da-
gon nor any that come into Dagon’s
house on the threshold of Da-
gon in Ashdod to this day.

is

¢ And the hand of Jehovah was heavy
upon them of Ashdod, and he laid
them waste, and smote them with he-
morrhoids,—Ashdod and its borders.
7 And when the men of Ashdod saw
that it was so, they said, The ark of
the God of Israel s not abide with
us; for his hand is severe upon us,
¢ and upon Dagon our god. And they
sent and gathered all the lords of
the Philistines unto them, and said,
‘What shall we do with the ark of the
God of Israel? And they said, Let
the ark of the God of 1srael be carried
about to Gath. And they carried
the ark of the God of Israel about
9 [thither]. And it came to pass that,
after ¢hey had carried it about, the
hand of Jehovah was against the
city with very great panic; and he
smote the men of the city, both
small and great, and hemorrhoids
broke eut upon them.

And they sent the ark of God to
Ekron. And it eame to pass, when
the ark of God came to Ekron, that
the Ekronites cried out, saying, They
have brought about the ark of the God
of Israel to us, to kill us and our geo-
1 ple. And they sent and gathered all

the lords of the Philistines, and said,

Sead away the ark of the God of Is-

rael, and let it go again to its own

place, that it kill us not, and our
people. For there was deadly alarm
throughout the city : the hand of God
U was very heavy there; and the men
that died not were smitten with the
hemorrhoids ; and the cry of the city
went up to heaven.
V1. And the ark of Jehovah was in
the country* of the Philistines seven
2 months. And the Philistines called
for the priests and the diviners, say-
ing, What shall we do with the ark of

Jehovah ? tell us wherewith we shall

® gend it to its place. And they said,

If ye send away the ark of the God

of Israel, send it not empty ; ye must

at any rate return him a frespass-

10

& Meaning, ‘No glorys" or, ‘ Where is the
glory ¥’

10r° n,' Dag signifies ‘fish.’
k Lit, ‘flelds :* of. Ruthi. 1.
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offering: then yeo shall be healed,
and it shall be known to you why his
¢ hand is not removed from you. Then
they said, What is the trespass-offer-
ing which we shall return to him?
Angd they said, Five golden hemor-
rhoids and five golden mice, the
number of the lords of the Philistines;
for one plague is upon them!’ all, and
% upon your lords. And ye shall make
images of your hemorrhoids, and
images of your mice that destroy the
land, and give glory to the God. of
Israel : perhsps he will lighten his
hand from off you, and from off your
¢ gods, and from off your land. And
why will ye harden your heart, as
the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened
their beart? When he had wrought
mightily among them, did they not
7 let them go, and they departed ? And
now make a new oart, and take two
milch kine, on which there has eome
n:dvoke, and tie the kine to the cart,
and bring their calves home frem
8 them; and take the ark of Jehovah,
and lay it upon the eart, and the
golden jewels, which ye return him
a8 & trespass-offering, put in the
coffer by the side thereof; and send
? it away that it may go. And see, if
it go up by the way of its own border
to Beth-shemesh, it i8 he who has
done us this grest evil; if not, then
we shall know that it is not his hand
that touched us; it was a chance
[that] happened to us.
10~ And the men did so, and took two
milch kine, and tied them to the eart,
and shut up their calves at home.
1 And they laid the ark of Jehovah
upon the cart, and the coffer with the
golden mioce and the images of their
18 sgores. And the kine went straight
forward on the way to Beth-shemesh ;
they went by the one high way, low-
ing as they went; and they turned
not aside to the right hand or to the
left; .and the lords of the Philis-

tines went after them as far as the
18 horder of Beth-shemesh. And {they

of ] Beth-shemesh wore reaping the

wheat-harvest in the valley; and
they lifted up their eyes amd saw
1 the ark, and rejoiced to see it. And
the cart eame imto the field of
Joshua she Beth-shemeshite, and
stood there; and & great stone was
there. And they clave the wood of
the cart, and effered up the kine as
15 a burnt-offering to Jehovah. And
the Levites took down the ark of Je- |
hovah, and the coffer that was with
it, in which were the golden jewels,
and put them on the great stone; and
the men of Beth-shemesh offered
ap burnt-offerings and - saerificed
sacrifices the same day to Jehovah.
16 And the five lords of the Philistines
eaw (it], and returned o Ekrom the
same day.

And these are the goldem sores
which the Philistines returned as a
trespass-offering to Jehowah: for
Ashdod one, for Gasah one, for Ash-
Kelom one, for Gath one, for Ekron
18 gne; and the golden mice, {accord-
ing to] the number of all the eities
of the Philistines belonging to the
five lords, both fortified cities and
villages of the peasaniry; [and they
brought them|] as far as the great
gltono of] Abel,® whereon they set

own the ark of Jehovah, [which] is
to this day in the field of Joshua the
Beth-shameshite.

And he smote among the men
of Beth-shemesh, beesnse they had
looked into the ark of Jehovah, and
smote of the people seventy men ;®
and the people nted, because
Jehovah had smitten the people with
20 5 great slaughter. And the men of

Beth-shemesh said, Who is able to

stand before Jehovah, this holy God ?

and to whom shall he go up from us?
i1 And they sent measengers to the in-
habitants of Kirjath-jearim, saying,

17

w

1 The LXX and Jerome have ‘you,” with
small but good support of MSS,
= Or ' peasantry: the great stome is witness:’

‘gtone’ ig in LXX, but in few MSS., ‘ Witness'
is conjeotural. See, however, Keil w loce.
s Some add ¢ fitty thousand.”
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The Philistines have brought agein
the ark of Jehovah; come down,
fetoh it up to you.

VII. And the men of Kirjath-jeanim

- eame, and fetched up the ark of Je-
hovah, and brought 1t into the house
of Abinadab on the hill,"and hallowed
Eleaczar his son to keep the ark of
Jehovah,

3 And it came to pass, from the day
that the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim,
that the time was long;? for it was
twenty years. And all the house of

® Taranel lamented after Jehovah. And
Bamuel spoke to all the house of Is-
rael, saying, If ye return to Jehovah
with all your heart, put away the
strange gods and the Aabtoreths from
among you, and apply your hearts
anto Jehovah, and serve him only;
and he will deliver you out of the

4 hand of the Philistines. And the
ehildren of Israel put away the Baals
and the Ashtoreths and served Jeho-
wah only. .

% And Samuel saifl, Gather all Israel
%o Mirpah, and I will pray Jehovah

® for you. And they gathered together
to Mizpah, and drew water, and

ured it out before Jehovah, end
asted on that day, and said there,
‘We have sinned agsinst Jehovah.
And Bawnel judged the ehildren of

7 Israel in Mizpah. And the Philis-
tines heard that the children of Iarael
were gathered together at Mizpah;
and the lords of the Philistines went
up against Isreel; and the children
of Israel heard [it], and were afraid of

8 the Philistines. And the children
of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not
to cry to Jehovah our God for us,
that he will save us out of the hand

® of the Philistines. And Bamuel took
a sucking-lamb, and offered it as a
whole burnt-offering to Jehovah; and
Samuel eried to Jehovah for Israel,

10 and Jehovah answered him. And as
Samuel was offering up the burnt-
offering, the Philistines advaneed to

baitle agsinst Isrsel. And Jehovah
t}h;umaered with ‘; great thunder on
that day upon the Fhilistines, and
d.iscomgtod them; and they were

M routed before Israsl. And the men
of Isrnel went out of Mizpah, and
pursued the Philistines, and smote
them, as far as below Beth-car.

12 And Bamuel took a stane and set
it between Mizpah and Bhen,* and
called the name of it Eben-ezer,” and
said, Hitherto Jehovah has helped

38ug. And the Philistines were sub-
dued, and eame no more into the
borders of Israel; and the hand of
Jehovah was against the Philistines

M al] the days of Samuel. And the
cities that the Philistines had taken
from Iarael were restored to Israel,
from Elkron even to Gath; and their
tarritory did Israel deliver out of the
hand of the Philistines. And there
was peace between Isrmel and the
Amorite.

18 And Samuel judged Israel all the

16 days of his life. And he went from
year to year in circuit to Bethel, and
Gilgal, and Mirpah, and judged Is-

Y rael in all those places. And his
return was t0 Ramah; for there
was his bouse, and there he judged
Israel; and there he built an altar
to Jehovah.

VIII. And it came to pass when
Samuel was old, that he made his

2 sons judges over Isrsel. And the
name of his firstborn was Joel ; and
the name of his seeond, Abijah ; they

® judged in Beer-sheba. And his sons
walked not in his ways, but turned
aside after Jucre, and taok bribes,

¢ and perverted justice. Then all the
elders of Israel gathered themselves
together, and eame to SBamuel to Ba-

5 mah, and said to him, Behold, thou
art hecome old, and thy sons walk
not in thy ways: now appoint us a
king to judge us, like all the nations.

¢ And the thing displeased Samuel,
when they said, Give us a king te

* Or ' at Gibeah.”
» Lit. ‘ the days were many.’

2 Or ‘ the rock ;’ lit. ‘ tooth <’ ef. xiv. 4, 8.
* Boe on iv. 1.
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judge us. And Samuel prayed to
Jeliovah.
¥ And Jehovah said to Samuel,
Hearken unto the voice of the people
in all that they say unto thee: for

they have not rejected thee, but they |

have rejected me, that I should not
8 reign over them. According to all

the deeds that they have done since

the day that I brought them up out

of Egypt even unto this day, in that

they have forsaken me and served

other gods, so do they also unto thee.
® And now hearken unto their voice ;
only, testify solemnly unto them,
and declare unto them the manner
of the king that shall reign ower
them.

And Samuel spoke all the words
of Jehovah te the people that asked
4 of him & king. And he said, This

will be the manner* of the king that

shall reign over you: he will take
your sons, and appoint them for him-
golf, on his chariot and among his
horsemen, and they shall run before
12 his chariots; and [he will take them]
that he may appoint for himself cap-
tains over thousands, and captains
over fifties, and that they may plough
his ground, and reap his harvest, and
make his instruments of war and
13 instruments of his chariots. And he
will take your daughters for perfum-
i ors, and cooks, and bakers. And
your fields, and your vineyards, and
your olive-yards, the best, will he
15 take and give to his servants. And
he will take the tenth of your seed
and of your vineyards, and give to
his chamberlains® and to his ser-
¥ vants. And he will take your bond-
men, and your bondwomen, and your
comeliest young men, and your asses,
17 and use them for his work. He will
take the tenth of your sheep.” And
18 yo shall be his servants. And ye shall
cry out in that day because of your
king whom ye have chosen; and

10

Jehovah will not answer you in that

day.

1 And the people refused to hearken
to the voice of Samuel ; and they said,
No, but there shall be a king over

%0 ug, that we also may be like all the
nations ; and our king shall judge us,
and go out before us, and conduct our

31 wars, And Samuel heard all the
words of the people, and he repeated

32 them in the ears of Jehovah. And
Jehovah said to Samuel, Hearken
unto their voice, and make them a
king. And Bamuel said to the men
of Israel, Go ye every man to his
city.

IX. And there was s man of Benjamin
whose name wae Kish, the son of
Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Be-
chorath, the eon of Aphiah, the son
of a Benjaminite, a mighty man of

* wealth.” And he had a son whose
name was Saul,* choice and comely;
and there was not among the children
of Israel & comelier person than he;
from his shoulders and upward he
was higher than any of the people.

8 And the asses of Kish Saul’s father
were lost; and Kish said to Saul his
son, Take, I pray, one of the young
men with thee, and arise, go seek the

4 asses. And he passed through mount
Ephraim, and passed through the
land of Shalishah, but they found
[them] not; and they passed through
the land of Shaalim, and they were
not there; and they passed through
theland of Benjamin, and they found

s P:hem] not. They had come to the

and of Zuph when Saul said to his
servant? that wes with him, Come
and let us return ; lest my father give
up the asses, and be anxious about

6 us. And he said to him, Behold now,
a man of God is in this city, and the
man is held in honour; all that he
gays comes surely to pass. Let us
now go thither: perhaps he will shew

7 us the way that we should go. And

* Or ‘right,” as x, 25,
* Or also * goats,’
* Or ‘of valour.’

¢ Or * punuchs.’

= Meaning, ‘ Asked for.’
7 Strictly, ‘young man:’ eo throughout the
chapter,




ISAMUEL IX.

Saul said to his servant, But if * we
go, what shall we bring the man?
for the bread is spent in our vessels,
and we have no present to give to
the man of God: what have we?
8 And the servant answered Saul again
and said, Behold, I have here at hand
the fonrth part of a shekel of silver;
that will I give to the man of God, to
? tell us our way. (In former time in

Israel, when a man went to ask

counsel of God, he said, Come and

let us go to the seer; for he that is

now ocalled a Prophet was in former
10 ime called a Seer.) And Saul said
to his gervant, Well said: come, let
us go. BSo they went to the city
where the man of God was.

As they went up the ascent to the
city, they met maidens going forth to
draw water; and theysaid to them, Is
13 the seer here? And they answered

them and said, He is; behold, he is

before thee : make haste now, for he
came to-day to the city ; for the peo-
ple have a sacrifice to-day in.the high
18 place. As soon a8 ye come into the
city, ye shall straightway find him,
before he goes up {o the high place
to eat; for the people eat not until
"he has come, because he blasses the
sacrifice; afterwards they eat that
are invited. And now go up; for
14 this very day shall yefind him. And
they went up into the city. As they
were coming into the midst of the
city, behold, Samuel was coming out
towards them, to go up to the high
3 place. Now Jehovah had apprised®

Samuel one day before Saul ocame,
18 gaying, To-morrow about this time I

will send thee a man out of the land

of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint
him prince over my people Israel;
and Ee will save my people out of

the hand of the Philistines; for I

have looked upon my people, because
1 their cry is come unto me. And

as Samuel saw Saul, Jehovah an-
swered him, Behold the man of whom

1n

I spoke to thee! this man shall rule
over my people.

And Saul drew near to Samuel in
the midst of the gate, and said, Tell
me, I pray thee, where the seer's
19 house 18. And Samuel answered

Saul and said, I am the seer: go up

before me to the high place, and ye

shall eat with me to-day, and to-
morrow I will let thee go, and will
%0 toll thee all that is in thy heart. And
a8 for the asses that thou didst lose
three days ago, set not thy heart on
them; for they are found. And on
whom is all the desire of Israel [set] ?

Is it not on thee, and on all® thy fa-
! ther's house ? And Saul answered

and said, Am not I & Benjaminite, of

the smallest of the tribes of Israel,
and my family the least of all the fa-
milies of the tribe® of Benjamin ? and
why dost thou speak such words to
% me? And Samuel took Saul and his
servant, and brought. them into the
chamber,and gave them.a place at the
head of them that were invited ; and
8 they were about thirty persons. And

Samuel said to the cook, Bring the

portion that I gave thee, of which I
%4 gaid to thee, Set it by thee. And the
cook took up the shoulder, and what
was on it, and set [it] before Saul.
And he said, Behold that which has
been reserved ! set it before thee, eat;
for against the set time has it been
kept for thee,. sinee I seid, I will
invite the people. So Saul ate with
Samuel that day.

And they came down from the
high place into the oity, and he spoke
2¢ with Saul upon the roof. And they

arose early ; and when it was about

the dawning of the day, Samnuel
oalled to Saul on the roof, saying,

Arige, that I may send thee away.

And Saul arose, and they went out

both of them, he and Samuel, into
7 the street. As they were going down

to the end of the city, Samuel said to

Saul, Tell the servant to pass on be-

16

W

» Lit. * behold,’ * See on Ruth iv. 4.
b Others, * Whose shall be everything desirable

in Israel? 8hall it not be thine and all. .. ?’
°Or ‘clans;’ lit. ‘ tribes:’ of. Judges xx. 12,
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fore us (and he passed on), but stand
thou still now,? that I may eause thee
to hear the word of God.

X. Then Samuel took the wial of oil,
and poured it upon his head, and
kissed him, and said, Is it not because
Jdehovah has anointed thee prince

3 over his inheritance? When thou
goest from me to-day, thou shalt
mest two men by Rachel’s sepulchre
in the border of Benjamin at Zelzah ;
and they will say to thee, The asses
are found which thou wentest to
seok, and behold, thy father has dis-
missed the matter of the asses, and
is anxious about you, saying, What

® ghall I do for my son? And thou
shalt go on forward from thence, and
shalt eome to the oak of Tabor, and
there shall meet thee three men going
up to God, to Bethel,oneom{ing
three kids, and another carrying three
cakes of bread, and another carrying

4 g flask of wine. And they will ask
after thy welfare, and give thee two
loaves, which thou shalt receive of

§ their hands. After that thou shalt
come to the hill of God, where are the
outposts of the Philistines; and it
shall come to pass, when thou comest
thither, into the city, that thou shalt
meet a company of prophets coming
down from the high place with lute
and tambour and pipe and harp be-
fore them ; and they themselves pro-

® phesying. And the Bpirit of Jeho-
vah will come upon thee, and thou
shalt prophesy with them, and shalt

7 be turned into another man., And it

* shall be, when these signs shall come
to thee, thou shalt do as thy hand
shall find; for God is with thee.

& And thou shalt go down before me to
Gilgal; and behold, I will come down
to thee, to offer up burnt-offerings,
{and] to sacrifice saerifices of peace-
offerings: seven days shalt thou wait,
until I come to thee and inform
thee what thou shalt do.

® Apd it was [so] that when he
turned his back to go away from

Bamuel, God gave* him another
heart ; and all those signs came to
19 pags that day. And when they came
thither to the hill,!behold, a company
of proghets met him; and the Spirit
of God came upon him, and he pro-
1 phesied among them. And it came
to pass, when all that knew him be-
fore saw that, behold, he prophesied
among the prophets, then the people
said one to another, What 18 tg.is
that has happened to the gon of Kish ?
Is Saul also among the prophets ?
13 And a man of that place answered and
said, But who is their father? There-
fore it became a verb, Is Saul
18 a}s0 among the prophets ? And when
he had ended prophesying, he came
14 to the high place. And Ssul’s uncle
said to him and to his servant,
‘Whither went ye? And he said, To
seek the asses; and when we saw
‘that they were nowhere, we went to
B Samuel. And Saul's uncle said, Tell
me, I pray thee, what SBamuel said
19 to youn. And Saul said to his uncle,
He told us for certain that the asses
were found. But of the matier of
the kingdom, of which Samuel had
spoken, he told him not.
17 And Samuel called the people to-
18 gether to Jehovah to Mizpah. And
he said to the children of Israel, Thus
‘ gaith Jehovah, the God of Israel, T
brought up Israel out of Egypt, and
delivered you out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all
the kingdoms that oppressed you;
¥ but ye have this day rejected your
God, who himself saved you out of
all Xour adversities and your troubles,
and have said unto him, [Nay,] but
& king shalt thou set over us. Now
therefore present yourselves before
Jehovah by your tribes, and by yoar
% thousands. And Samuel caused all
the tribes of Israel to come nesar,
and the tribe of Benjamin was taken.
1 And he caused the tribe of Benjamin
to come near by their families; and
the family of Matri was taken ; and

4 Or ‘& moment.”

* Lit. *

turned.’  Or “ Gibeah.’
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X. XI. XII.

Saul the son of Kish wase talten. And
they sought him, but he was not to
% be found. Therefore they inquired
of Jehovah further, Will the man yet
come hither? And Jehovah an-
swered, Behold, he hath hid himaself

3 among the baggage. And they ran
and fetched him thenee; and when
he stood among the tlp;eople, he was
higher than any of the people from

34 his shoulders and upward. Aand

Samuel said to all the people, See

ye him whom Jehovah has chosen,
that there is none like him among all
the people? And sll the people
shouted and said, May the king live.

And Samuel told the people the
right, of the kingdom, and wrote it in
the book, and laid it before Jehovah.

And Semuel sent all the people away,

3¢ gvery man to his house. And Saul
also went home to Gibeah ; and with
him went the band, whose hearts

%7 God had touched. But the children
of Belial said, How should this
man save us? And they despised
him, and brought him no gifta. But
he was as one deaf.

XI. And Nahash the Ammonite eame
up and encamped against Jabesh-
Gilead. And all the men of Jabesh
said to Nahash, Make a covenant

3 with us, and we will serve thee. And
Nahash the Ammonite said to them,
On this [condition] will I treat with
you, that I thrust out all your right
eyes, and lay it for & reproach u

8 all Israel. And the elders of Jabesh
said to him, Allow us seven days,
and we will send messengers into all
the districts of Israel ; and if there be
no man to deliver us, we will come

¢ out to thee.. And the messengers
came to Gibesh of Saul and told
these words in the ears of the people.
And all the peoplelifted up their voice
and wept.

s And behold, Saul eame after the
oxen from the field ; and Saul said,
‘What [aileth] the people that they

- weep? And they related to him the

¢ words of the men of Jabesh. And

the Spirit of God came wpon Saul
when he heard those words, and his
7 ang:r was kindled greatly. And he
took & yoke of oxen and out them
in pieces, and sent throughout the
territory of Israel by the hand of
messengers, eaying, Whoever comes
not forth after Saul and after Samuel,
so shall it be done to his oxen! And
the fear of Jehovah fell on the peo-
ple, and they ocame out as one man.
¢ And he numbered them in Bezek,
and the children of Israel were three
hundred thousand, and the men of
Judah thirsy thousand.
¢ And they said to the messengers
that had eome, Thus shall ye say
to the men of Jabesh-Gilead: To-
morrow ye shall have deliverance
when the sun is hot. And the mes-
sengers eame and informed the men
of Jabesh-Gilead; and they were
10 glad. And the men of Jabesh said,
To-morrow we will come out to you,
and ye may do with us according to
1 all that is good in your sight. And it
oame to pass the next day that Saul
set the people in three companies;
and they came into the midst of the
camp in the morning watch, and
smote Ammon until the heat of the
day and it eame to pass thet they
who remained were scattered, and
not two of them were left together.
And the people said to Samuel,
Whois he that said, Shall Saul reign
overus? bring the men, that we may
18 put them to death.. But Saul said,
There shall not a man be put to death
this day; for to-day Jehovah has
14 wrought deliverance in Israel. And
Samuel gaid to the people, Come and
lot us go to Gilgal, and renew the
¥ kingdom there. And all the people
went to Gilgal ; and there they made
Saul king before Jehovah in Gilgal ;
and there they sacrificed peace-offer-
ings before Jehovah. And there Saul
and all the men of Israel rejoiced
exceedingly.
XII. And Samuel said to all Israel,
Behold, I have hearkened to your

13
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voice in all that ye said to me, and
3 have made a king over you. And
now behold, the king walks before
you; and I am old and grey-headed;
and behold, my sons are with you;
and I have walked before you from
® my youth up to this day. Here I
am : testify against me before Jeho-
vah, and before his anointed. Whose
ox have I taken ? or whose ass have
I taken ? or whom have I defrauded ?
whom have I injured ? or of whose
hand have I received any ransoms$
and blinded mine eyes therewith ?
4and I will restore it to you. And
* they said, Thou hast not defrauded
us, and thou hast not injured us,
neither hast thou taken aught-of any
5 man’s hand. And he said to them,
Jehovah is witness against you, and
his anointed is witness this day, that
ye have not found aught in my hand !
And [the people] said, [He is] wit-
ness!
¢ And Samuel said to the people, [It
ig] Jehovah who appointed Moses and
Aaron, and who brought your fathers
7 up out of the land of Egypt. And
now stand still,? that I may plead
with! you before Jehovah of all the
righteous acts of Jehovah which he
did to you and to your fathers. When
Jacob had come into Egypt, and your
fathers cried to Jehovah, then Jeho-
vah sent Moses and Aaron, and they
brought your fathers forth out of
Egypt, and made them dwell in this
place. And they forgot Jehovah
their God, and he sold them into the
hand of Sisers, captain of the host
of Hazor, and into the hand of the
Philistines, and into the hand of the
king of Moab, and they fought againat
them. And they cried to Jehovah
and said, We have sinned, because
we have forsaken Jehovah, and have
served the Baals and the Ashtoreths;
and now deliver us out of the hand of
our enemies, and we will serve thee.

10

1 And Jehovah sent Jerubbaal and
Bedan® and Jephthah and Samuel,
and delivered you out of the hand
of your enemies round about, so that

11 yo dwelt in safety. But when ye saw
that Nahash the king of the children
of Ammon came against you, ye said
to me, Nay, but a king shall reign.
over us; when Jehovah your God

18 wag your king. And now behold, the
king whom ye have chosen, whom ye
have asked for! and behold, Jehovah

14 has set a king over you. If ye fear
Jehovah, and serve him, and hearken
to his voice, and rebel not against
the commandment? of Jehovah, then
both ye and the king also. that reigns
over you shall continue following

18 Johovah your God. But if ye will
not hearken to the voice of Jehovah,
and if ye rebel against the command-
ment! of Jehovah, then will the hand
of Jehovah be against you, as against

1¢ your fathers. Now therefore stand
and see this great thing which Jeho-
vah will do before your eyes. Is it

17 not wheat-harvest to-day ? I will call

unto Jehovah, and he will send thun-

der and rain; and ye shall perceive
and see that your wickedness is great
which ye have done in the sight of

Jehovah in asking for yourselves a

king.

And Samuel called to Jehovah;
and Jehovah sent thunder and rain
that day. And all the people greatly
¥ feared Jehovah and Samuel. And

all the people said to Samuel, Pray

to Jehovah thy God for thy servants,
that we die not; for we have added
to all our sins the wickedness to ask

0 for ourselves & king. And Samuel
said to the people, Fear not : ye have
done all this wickedness; yet turn
not aside from following Jehovah,
and serve Jehovah with all your

1 heart; and turn ye not aside; for
[it would be] after vain things™ which
cannot profit nor deliver; for they

18

% Or ‘ payment,’ * bribe.’
& Or ‘ present yourselves.’
1 Lit. *judge.”

t The LXX and other ancient versions have
‘Barak.’ 1 Lit. ‘ mouth.’
= Lit, ‘emptiness:’ cf. Isa. xl. 17, &o.
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3% gre vain® For Jehovah will not cast
away his people for his great name’s
sake ; becauss it has pleased Jehovah
28 {0 make you his people. Moreover,
a8 for me, far be it from me that I
should sin against Jehovah in eeas-
ing to pray for you; and I will teach
%4 you the good and nght way. Only,
fear Jehovah, and serve himin truth,
with all your heart ; for see how great
%8 things he has done for® you. But if
ye do wickedly, ye shall perish, both
ye and your king.
XIIL Saul was....years old when
he became king ;° and he reigned two
% years over Israel. And Saul chose him
three thousand men out of Israel :
there were with Saul two thousand
in Michmash and in mount Bethel,
and a thousand were with Jonathan?
in Gibeah of Benjamin ; and the rest
of the people he sent every man to
$ his tent. And Jonathan smote the
outpost of the Philistines that was
in Geba, and the Philistines heard
fof it]. And Baul blew the trumpet
throughout the land, saying, Let the
¢ Hobrews hear. And all Israel heard
say, Saul has smitten the garrison of
the Philistines, and Israel also has
become odious to the Philistines.
And the people were called together
§ after Saul to Gilgal. And the Philis-
tines were assembled together to
fight with Israel, thirty thousand
chariots, and six thousand horsemen,
and people as the sand which is on
the sea-shore in multitude; and they
came up, and encamped in Mich-
mash, eastward from Beth-Aven.
¢ And the men of Israel saw that they
were in a strait (for the people were
distressed) ; and the people hid them-
gelves in caves, and in thickets, and
in cliffs, and in strongholds, and in
7 pits. And the Hebrews went over
the Jordan into the land of Gad and
Gilead. And Saul was yet in Gilgal,

and all the people followed him

trembling. .

8  And he waited seven days, aceord-
ing to the set time that Samuel [had
appointed]; but Samuel did not come
to Gilgal; and the people were seat-

? tered from him. And Saul said,
Bring hither to me the burnt-offering
and the peace-offerings. And he

0 offered up the burnt-offering. And
it came to pess, as soon as he had
ended offering up the bumt-offering,
behold, Samuel eame; and Saunl went
out to meet him, that he might sa-

M Juted him. And Samuel said, What
hast thou done ? And Saul said, Be-
cause I saw that the people were
seattered from me, and ihat thou
didst not eome within the days
appointed, and that the Philistines

1 were assembled at Michmash, I
said, The Philistines will come down
now upon me to Gilgal, and I have
not made supplication to Jehovah;
and I foreed myself, and offered up

18 the burnt-offering. And Samuel said
to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly :
thou hast not kept the commandment
of Jehovah thy God which he com-
manded thee; for now would Jeho-
vah have established thy kingdom

M gver Isrsel for ever. But mow thy

kingdom shall not continue: Jeho-
vah has sought him a man after his
own heart, and Jehovah bhas ap-

inted* him ruler over his people ;

or thou hast not kept what Jehovah

commanded thee.

And Samnuel arose and went up
from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin.
And Saul numbered the people that
were found with him, about six hun-
dred men.

And Saul, and Jonathan his son,
and the people that were found with
them, abode in Geba of Benjamin;
and the Philistines encamped in
17 Michmash. And the ravagers came

15

16

= Lit, ¢ with.”

o Critios in general sup) o hiatus, from the
diffculty there is in translating the present text,
which would -mean, ‘ 8aul was a year old when
he became king :> so Jerome. The whole verse

is wanting in the LXX, both Vat. and Alex.
» Heb. Jehonathan, meaning, ‘The gift of
Jehovah.’
a Lit. ‘ bless.
* Lit. ‘commanded.’
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out of the camp of the Philistines in
three compsnies : one company turn-
ed the way of Ophrah, into the land of

18 Shual ; and snother company tarned
the way to Beth-horon ; and the other
eompany turned the way to the dis-
trict that looks over the ravine of

19 Zeboim toward the wilderness. Now
there was no smith found throughout
the 1and of Israel ; for the Philistines
said, Lest the Hebrews make them

10 gwords or spesrs. And all Israel went
down to the Philistines, every man
to get his ploughshare, and his boe,
and his axe, and his sickle s d,

1 when the edges of the sickles, and the
boes, snd the forks® snd the axes
were blunted ; and to set the goads.

11 And it came to pass in the day of
batile, that there was neither sword
nor found in the hand of any
of the people that were with Saul
and Jonathan; but with S8aul and
with Jomathan his son there was

» found. And a garrison of the Philis-
tines went out to the passage of
Michmash.

XIV. Now it came to pass one day
that Jonathan the son of Saul said
to the young man that bare his ar-
mour, Come and let us go over to the
Philistines’ garrison which is on the
other side. But he did not tell his

1 father. And Saul abode at the ex-
treme end of Gibeah under the pome-
granste-tree which [was] in Migron;
and the people that were with him

® were about six hundred men. (And
Ahijsh the son of Ahitub, Ichabod's
brother, the son of Phinehas, the son
of Eli, Jehovah’s priest in Shiloh,
wore the ephod.) And the people did
not know that Jonathan was gone.

¢ Now between the passes by which
Jonathan sought to go over to the
Philistines’ garrison there was a sharp
rock on the one side and a sharp rock
on the other side; and the name of
the one [was] Bozez, and the name

& of the other Seneh. The one cragt

[formed] a pillar on the north oppo-
site to Michmaesh, and the other on
® the south o?oaite to Geba. And
Jonathan ssid to the young maa that
bore his armour, Come, and let us
go over to the garrison of these uneir-
cumcised: perhaps Jehovah will
work for us ; for there is no restraint
to Jehovah to save by many or by
7 few. And his armour-bearer said to
him, Do all that is in thy heart;
turn thee; behold, I am with thee
8 according to thy heart. Them said
Jonathan, Behold, we will pass over
to the men, and we will shew our-
¢ gelves to them. If they say thus to
us, Stand still until we come to you,
then we will stay in our place, and
19 will not go up to them. And if they
say thus, Come up to us, then we will
go up; for Jehovah has given them
into our hand ; and this shall be the

gign to us.

11 And both of them shewed them-
selves to the garrison of the Philis-
tines; and the Philistines eaid, Be-
hold, the Hebrews come forth out of
the holes where they had hid them-

13 gelves. And the men of the garrison
answered Jonathan and his armour-
bearer and said, Come up to us, and
we will shew you something. And
Jonathan said to his armour-bearer,
Come up after me; for Jehovah has
delivered them into the hand of Is-

18 rael. And Jonathan climbed up upon
his hands and upon his feet, and his
armour-bearer after him; and they
fell before Jonathan ; and his armour-

14 bearer slew after him. And that first
slaughter which Jonethan and his
armour-bearer wrought was about
twenty men, as it were on the half-

¥ furrow of an acre ¥ of land. And there

was trembling in the camp, in the
field, and among all the people ; the
garrison, and the ravagers, they also
trembled, and the earth quaked ; for
it was a trembling [from| God.

¢  And the watchmen of Saul in

1

s Porks of three prongs.
¢ ftrictly, ¢ tooth.”

v 8trictly, ‘yoke,’ i.e. a8 much as a yoke of
oxen can plough in a day.
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Qibeah of Benjamin looked, and be-
hold, the multitude melted away, and
they went on slaying one another.”
17 Then said Saul to the people that
were with him, Muster now, and
see who is gone from us. And they
mustered, and behold, Jonathan and
his armour-bearer were not there.
0 And Saul said to Ahijah, Bring
hither the ark of God. For the ark
of God was at that time with the
¥ children of Israel. And it came to
pass while Saul talked to the priest,
that the noise which was in the camp
of the Philistines went on and in-
creased ; and Saul said to the priest,
% Withdraw thy hand. And Saul and
all the people that were with him
were called together, and they came
to the battle ; and behold, every man’s
sword was against his fellow, a very
M great confusion. And there were
Hebrews with the Philistines before
that time, who bad gone up with
them into the cn.mg round about;
and they also [turned] to be with the
Israelites who were with Saul and
-| » Jonathan. And all the men of Israel
who had hid themselves in mount
Ephraim heard that the Philistines
fled, and they also followed hard after
%8 them in the battle. And Jehovah
saved Israel that day ; and the battle
passed over beyond Beth-Aven.
1~ But the men of Israel were dis-
tressed that day. Now Saul had ad-
jured the people, saying, Cursed be
the man that eateth food until even-
ing, and [until] I am avenged on mine
enemies. Sonone of the people tasted
% food. And all they of the land came
to a wood ; and there was honey on
8 the ground.* And the geople had
come into the wood, and behold, the
honey flowed ; but no man put his
hand to his mouth, for the people
97 feared the oath. But Jonathan had
not heard when his father adjured
the people ; and he put forth the end

of his staff which was in his hand,
and dipped it in the honeycomb, and
put his hand to his mouth, and his
19 gyes became bright. Then answered
one of th:({;eople and said, Thy father
striotl jured the people, saying,

Cursed be the man that eateth food

this day; and the people are faint.y
% And Jonathan said, My father has

troubled the land: see, I pray you,

that mine eyes are bright, because I
% tasted a little of this honey. How

much more, if the people had eaten

freely to-day of the spoil of their
enemies which they found ? for would
there not now have beemn a much
greater slaughter among the Philis-
®1 tines ? Andtheysmote the Philistines
that day from Michmash to Ajalon ;
and the people were very faint.

And the people fell on the spoil,
and took sheep, and oxen, and calves,
and slaughtered them on the ground ;
and the people ate [them] with the
% blood. And they told Saul, seying,

Behold, the people sin against Jeho-

vah, in that they eat with the blood.

And he said, Ye have acted perverse-
8¢ ]y : roll me now a great stone. And
Saul said, Disperse yourselves among
the people, and say to them, Bring
near to me every man his ox, and
every man his sheep,* and slaughter
them here, and eat; and sin not
against Jehovah in eating with the
blood. And all the mle brought
every man his ox with him that night,
and slaughtered [them] there.

And Saul built an altar to Jehovah:
this was the first altar he built® to
Jehovah.

And Saul said, Let us go down
after the Philistines by night, and
plunder them until the morning light,
and let us not leave a man of them.
And they said, Do whatsoever is good
in thysight. Then said the priest, Let
87 us come near hither to God. And

Saul inquired of God, Shall I go

w Or * went on dispersing.’
= Ljt, ‘on the face of the field.’
7 Or'...thisday! And the people were faint.’

'Or‘goat;' and 50 xv. §,
s Lit. * with it he began to build an altar.’
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down after the Philistines? wilt thou
give them into the hand of Israel ?
But he did not answer him that day.

#8 And Saul said, Draw ye near hither,
all the heads® of the people; and
know and see wherein this sin has

* been this day. For, I[as] Jehovah
liveth, who has saved Israel, though
it be in Jonathan my son, he shall
certainly die. And no one answered

40 him among all the people. Then said
he to all Israel, Be ye on one side,
and I and Jonathan my son will be on
the other side. And the people said
to Saul, Do what is good in thy sight.

4 And Saul said to Jehovah the God
of Israel, Give a perfect [testimony]!
And Jonathan and Saul were taken,

4 and the people escaped. And Saul
said, Cast {lots] between me and
Jonathan my son. And Jonathan
was taken.

¢  And Saul said to Jonathan, Tell
me what thou hast done., And Jo-
nathan told him and said, With the
end of the staff which is in my
hand I tasted a little honey, {and] be-

4 hold, I must die! And Saul said,
God do g0 [to me] and more also;
thou shalt certainly die, Jonathan.

¢ And the people said to Saul, Shall
Jonathan die, who has wrought this
great salvation in Israel ? Far be it!
[as] Jehovah liveth, there shall not
a hair of his head fall to the ground;
for he has wrought with God this day.
So the people delivered Jonathan,

46 that he died not. And Saul went up
from following the Philistines; and
the Philistines went to their own
place.

47 And Saul took the kingdom over
Israel, and fought against all his
enemies round about, against Moab,
and against the children of Ammon,
and against Edom, and against the
kings of Zobah, and against the Philis-
tines; and whithersoever he turned

8 himself, he discomfited [them]. And

‘he did valiantly,* and smote the
Amalekites, and delivered Israel out
of the hands of their spoilers.

Angd the sons of Saul were Jona-
than, and Jishvi, and Malchi-shua.
And the names of his two daughters:
the name of the firstborn Merab,
and the name of the younger Michal.
50 And the name of Saul's wife was

Ahinoam, the daughter of Ahimaaz;

and the name of the captain of his

host was Abner,the son of Ner, Saul’s
5t uncle, And Kish the father of Saul,
and Ner the father of Abner were

sons of Abiel.® .

Angd there was sore war against
the Philistines all the days of Saul;
and when Saul saw any mighty man,
or any valiant man, he took him to
himgelf,

XV. And Semuel said to Saul, Jeho-
vah sent me to anoint thee king over
his people, over Israel: now there-
fore%‘;a.rken to the voice of the words

2 of Jehovali. Thus saith Jehovah of
hosts: I have considered what Ama-
lek did to Israel, how he set himself
againsthim in the way, when he came

® up from Egypt. Now go and smite

Amalek, and destroy utterly all that

they have, and spare them not, but

slay both man and woman, infant and
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and

¢ ass. And Saul summoned the peo-
ple, and numbered them in Telaim,
two hundred thousand footmen, and
ten thousand men of Judah.

5 And Saul came to the city of
the Amalekites, and set an ambush

8in the valley.! And Saul said to the

Kenites, Go, depart, and go down

from among the Amalekites, lest T

destroy you with them; for ye

shewed kindness to all the children
of Israsl when they came up out of

Egypt. And the Kenites departed

7 from among the Amalekites. And

Saul smote Amalek from Havilah as

thou comest to Shur, which is oppo-

49

b Lit,  corners,’ ‘ corner-stones,’ as Judg. xx. 2.
¢ Or * gatbered a force,’ ‘ formed an army.’
4 Heb, here, Abiner,

*Or *And Kish was the father of Saul, and
Ner. .., was the son,’” &c

1 Or “Yorrent.’ Be note to Dent. ii. 14,
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* gite to Egypt. Ard he took Agag
the king of Amalek alive, and utterly
destroyed all the people with the edge

? of the sword. And Sauland the people
spared Agag, and the best of the sheep
and oxen, and beasts of the second
bearing,? and the lambs,? and all that
'was good, and would not devote them
to destruction; but everything that
was mean and weak, that they de-
stroyed utterly.

1 And the word of Jehovah eame to
11 Samuel, saying, It repenteth me that

I have set up Saul to be king; for he

is turned away from following me,

and hath not fulfilled my words.

And Samuel was much grieved ; and
13 he cried to Jehovah all night. And

Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the

morning. And it was told Samuel,

saying, Saul came to Carmel,! and
behold, he set him up a monument,*
and has turned about, and passed
18 on, and gone down to Gilgal. And

Samuel came to Saul; and Saul

said to him, Blessed art thou of

Jehovah : I have fulfilled the word
W of Jehovah. And Samuel said,

‘What [mesns] then this bleating of

sheep 1n mine ears, and the lowing
18 of oxen which I hear? And Saul

said, They have brought them from
the Amalekites, because the people
spared the best of the sheep and of
the oxen, to sacrifice to Jehovah thy

God; and the rest we have utterly
1¢ destroyed. And Samuel said to Saul,
Stay, that I may tell thee what Je-
hovah has said to me this night.
And be said to him, Say on.

And Samnuel said, Was it not when
thou wastlittle in thine eyes that thon
[becamest] the head of the tribes of Is-
rael, and Jehovah anointed thee king
18 over Israel? And Jehovah sent thee

on s way and said, Go and utterly

destroy the sinners the Amalekites,
and fight against them until they be

17

H gl't']fltt:d fl;%uts 3 l;:zt see Farst. a
'at lamhs on ric ture -
i Carmel in Judah, Seep?osh e

. V. B8,
¥ Or ‘place;’ lit. ‘hand.’

8 consumed. Why then didst thou not
hearken to the voice of Jehavah, but
didst fall upon the spoil, and didst

10 gvil in the sight of Jehovah? And
Baul said to Samuel, I have indeed
hearkened to the voice of Jehovah,
and have gone the way which Jeho-
vah sent me, and have brought Agag
the king of Amalek, and have utterly

81 destroyed the Amalekites. But the |

people took of the spoil, sheep and
oxen, the choicest® of the devoted™

things, to sacrifice to Jehovah thy |

% God in Gilgal. And Samuel said,

Has Jehovah delight in burnt- |

offerings and sacrifices,

As in hearkening to the voice of
Jehovah ?

Behold, obedience® is better than
sacrifice,

Attention than the fat of rams.

18 For rebellion is [as] the sin of

divination,

And selfwill is [a8] iniquity and
idolatry.°

Because thou hast rejected the
word of Jehovah,

He hath also rejected thee from
being king.

%

And Saul said to Samuel, I have

ginned, for I have transgressed the |

commandment of Jehovah, and thy
words; for I feared the people and
36 hearkened to their voice. And now,

1 pray thee, forgive my sin, and turn |
again with me, that I may worship |
18 Jehovah. And Samuel said to Saul, |
1 will not turn again with thee; for |

thou hast rejected thre word of Jeho-

vab, and Jehovah has rejected thee |

27 from being king over Israel. And ae
Samuel turned to go away, [Saul]laid
hold upon the skirt of his mantle,

98 and it rent. Then Samuel said to
him, Jehovah has rent the kingdom
of -Israel from thee to-day, and has
given it to thy neighbour, who is

%9 better than thou. And also the Hope

! Or *first-fruita.’ X

= Devoted by curse to destruction.
» Or ‘to hearken.”

o Heb. ‘ teraphim,’ i.e. * idola.’
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of Igrael will not Lie nor repent; for

he is not a man, that he should re-

% pent. And he said, I have sinned ;
honour me now, I pray thee, before
the elders of my people, and before Is-
rael, and turn again with me, that I

81 may worship Jehovah thy God. 8o

Samuel turned again after Saul ; and

Saul worshipped Jehovah.

And Samuel said, Bring ye near
to me Agag the king of Amalek.
And Agag came to him gaily? And
Agag said, Surely the bitterness of
8 death is past. And Samuel said, As

thy sword has made women childless,

go shall thy mother be childless above?
women. And Samuel hewed Agag
in pieces before Jehovah in Gilgal.

48 And Samuel went to Ramah; and
Saul went up to his house to Gibeah

3 of Saul. And Samuel saw Saul no
more until the day of his death; for
Samuel mourned over Saul; and*
Jehovah repented that he had made
Saul king over Israel.

XVI. And Jehovah said to Samuel,
How long wilt thou mourn for Saul,
seeing I have rejected him from
reigning over Israel ? fill thy horn
with oil, and go, I will send thee to
Jesse the Bethlehemite; for I have
provided me a king among his sons,

% And Samuel said, How shall I go ?
if Saul hear [it], he will kill me.

And Jehovah said, Take & heifer with

thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice

® to Jehovah., And call Jesse to the
sacrifice, and I will tell thee what
thou shalt do; and thou shalt anoint
unto me him whom I name® unto
4 thee. And Samuel did what Jeho-
vah said, and came to Bethlehem.
And the elders of the city came
trembling to meet him,! and said,
8 Dost thou come peaceably? And he
said, Peaceably: I am come to sacri-
fice to Jehovah. Hallow yourselves,
and come with me to the sacrifice.

And he hallowed Jesse and his sons,
and called them to the sacrifice.

And it came to pass when they
were come, that he looked on Eliab,
and said, Surely Jehovah's anointed
7 is before him. But Jehovah said to

Samuel, Look not on his counte-

nanoe,®or on the height of his stature ;
because I have rejected him ; for it
is not as man seeth ; for man looketh
upon the outward appearsnce,” but
Jehovah looketh upon the heart.
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and
made him pass before Samuel. And
he said, Neither has Jehovah chosen
? thisone. Then Jesse made Shammah
ass by. And he said, Neither has
10 Jehovah chosen this one. And Jesse
made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse,
Jehovah has not chosen these.

And Samuel said to Jesse, Are these
all the young men? And he said,
There is yet the youngest remaining,
and behold, he 1s feeding the sheep.
And Samuel said to Jesse, Send and
fetch him ; for we will not sit at table
12 till he come hither. And he sent and

brought him in. And he was ruddy,

and besides of a lovely countenance ¥

and beautiful appearance. And Je-

hovah said, Arise, anoint him; for
18 this is he. And Samuel took the
horn of oil, and anointed him in the
midst of his brethren. And the Spirit
of Jehovah came upon David * from
that day forward. And Samuel rose
up, and went to Ramah.

And the Spirit of Jehovah departed
from Saul, and an evil spirit from
18 Jehovah troubled him. And Saul's

servants said to him, Behold now, an

ovil spirit from¥ God troubles thee.
16 Let our lord now speak; thy ser-
vants are before thee: they shall

seek out & man, a skilful player on a

harp ; and it shall come to pass,when

the evil spirit from God is upon thee,

]

1

pY}

» Some translate ‘in fetters ;

1 Or ‘among.’ because.
s Heb. ‘say.’” *Or’trembled at his coming.’

* an Job xxxviii. 31.
P 3

v Lit. ‘the eyes :’ cf. Ex. x. 5; Num. xi. 7.
w Lit. ‘ beautiful-eyed.’
= Meaning,  Beloved.’

» Or * aspect.’

7 Lit. ‘of:” so ver. 18, 23; xviii. 10; xix. 9,




I SAMUEL XVI. XVIIL

that he shall play with his hand, and

17 thou shalt be well. And Saul said
to his servants, Provide me now &
man that can play well, and bring

18 him to me. And one of the young
men answered and said, Behold, I
have seen a son of Jesse the Beth-
lehemite, who is skilled in playing,
and he is a valiant man a.ng & man
of war, and skilled in speech, and of
good presence, and Jehovah is with

1 him. Then Saul sent messengers to
Jesse and said, Send me David thy

2 gon, who is with the sheep. And
Jesse took an ass with bread, and a
flask of wine, and a kid, and sent

n %hem] by David hisson to Saul. And

avid came to S8aul, and stood before
him ; and he loved him greatly ; and

3 he became his armour-bearer. And
Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David,
I pray thee, stand before me ; for he

98 has found favour in miy; sight. And
it came to pass, when the [evil] spirit
from God was upon Saul, that David
took the harp, and played with his
hand ; and Saul was refreshed, and
was well, and the evil spirit departed
from him.

XVII. And the Philistines assembled
their srmies* to battle, and were
gathered together at Sochoh, which
belongs to Judah, and encamped be-
tween Sochoh and Azekah, in Ephes-

? dammim. And Saunl and the men of
Tsrael were gathered together, and
encamped in the valley of terebinths,
and set the battle in arrsy against

# the Philistines. And the Philistines
stood on the mountain on the one
side, and Israel stood on the moun-
tain on the other side ; and the ravine

. was between them.

4 And there went out a champion®
from the camp of the Philistines,
named Goliath, of Gath, whose
height was six cubits and a span.

8 And he had a helmet of bronze upon
his head, and he was clothed with a
corselet of seales; and the weight of

the corselet was five thousand shekels
¢ of bronze. And he had greaves of

bronze upon his legs, and & javelin

of bronze between his shoulders.
7 And the shaft of his spear was like a
weaver's beam; and his spear’s head
weighed six hundred shekels of iron ;
and the shield-bearer went before
8 him. And he stood and cried to the
ranksof Israel, and said to them, Why
are ye come out to set your battle in
array ? am not I the Philistine, and
ye servants of Saul ? choose for your-
selves & man, and let him come down
9 to me. If he be able to fight with
me, and to smite me, then will we
be your sexrvants ; but if I overcome
and smite him, then shall ye be our
10 gervants and serve us. And the

Philistine said, I have defied® the

ranks of Israel this day; give me a

man, that we may fight together.
11 And Saul and all Israel heard these
words of the Philistine, and they were
diemayed and greatly afraid.

Now David was the son of that
Ephrathite of Bethlehem-Judah
whose name was Jesse; and he had
eight sons; and the man was old in
the days of Saul, advanced [in years]
18 among men. And the three eldest

of the sons of Jesse had gone and

followed Saul to the battle ; and the
names of his three sons that went to
the battle were Eliab the firstborn,
and the second to him Abinadab, and
U the third Shammah. And David was
the youngest; and the three eldest
18 had followed Saul. But David went
and returned from Saul to feed his
father’s sheep at Bethlehem.

And the Philistine drew near
morning and evening, and presented
himself forty days.

And Jesse said to David his son,
Take, I pray, for thy brethren, this
ephah of parched [corn] and these ten
loaves, and carry them quickly ¢to
18 the camp to thy brethren ; and carry

these ten cheeses to the captain of

11

18

17

* Or ‘camps:’ so xxviii, 1.
s Lit. ‘ middle-man ;* and so ver. 23.

b Or ‘reproached ;' and 8o vers. 25, 26, 36, 48,
¢QOr ‘run.’
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the thousand, and visit thy brethren
to see how they are, and take a pledge
of them.

Now Saul, and they, and all the
men of Israel [were] in the valley
of terebinths, fighting against the
%0 Philistines. And David rose up early

in the morning, and left the sheep

with a keeper, and took his charge
and went, as Jesse had commanded
him. And he came to the wagon-
defence; and the host which was
going forth to the battle-array shout-
81 ed for the fight. And Israel and the

Philistines put the battle in array,
" rank agsinst rank. And David left

the things he was carrying in the

hand of the keeper of the gage,
and ran into the ranks, and came
# and saluted his brethren. And as
he talked with them, bebold there
camse up the champion, the Philistine
of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the
ranks of the Philistines, and spoke
according to the same words; and
% David heard [them]. And all the
men of Israel, when they saw the
man, fled from him and were greatl
# afraid. And the men of Israel said,
Have ye seen this man that comes
up? for to defy Israel is he come up:
and it shall be, that the man who
smites him, him will the king enrich
with great riches, and will give him
his daughter, and make his father’s
® house free in Israel. And David
spoke to the men that stood by him,
saying, What shall be done to the
man that smites this Philistine, and
takes away the reproach from Israel?
for who is this uncircumcised Philis-
tine, that he should defy the armies?
%7 of the living God? And the people
told him after this manner, saying,

8o shall it be done to the man that
%8 gmites him. And Eliab, his eldest

brother, heard while he spoke to the

men; and Eliab’s anger was kindled
against David, and he said, Why art
thou come down? and with whom
hast thou left those few sheep in the

1

wilderness ? I know thy pride and
the naughtiness of thy heart; for thou
art come down that thou mightest
%9 geo the battle. And David said, What
have I now done? Was it not laid
8 uponme ?* Andhe turned from him
to another, and spoke after the same
manner; and the people answered
him again after the former manner.
And the words were heard which
David spoke, and they rehearsed
them bez)re Saul; and he sent for
# him. And David said to Saul, Let
no man’s heart fail because of him :
thy servant will go and fight with
8 this Philistine. And S8aul said to
David, Thou art not able to go against |
this Philistine to fight with him ; for
thou art but a youth, and he a man
% of war from his youth. And David
said to Saul, Thy servant fed his
father’s sheep, and there ecame a
lion, and also a bear, and took a lamb
% out of the flock. And I went after
him, and smote bim, and delivered
it out of his mouth; and when he
arose against me, I seiced him by
his beard, and smote him, and slew
% him. Thy servant smote both the
lion and the bear; and this uncir-
cumcised Philistine shall be as one
of them, because he has defied the
8 armies of the living God. And David
said, Jehovah who delivered me out
of the paw of the lion and out of the
paw of the bear, he will deliver me
out of the hand of this Philistine.
And Saul said to David, Go, and
8 Jehovah be with thee. And Saul
clothed David with his dress, and
put & helmet of brongze upon his head,
# and clothed him with a corselet. And
David girded hissword upon hisdress,
and endeavoured to go; for he had
not yet tried {it]. And David said
to Saul, I cannot go in these; for
I have mever tried [them]. And
4 David put them off him. And he
took his staff in his hand, and chose
him five smooth stones out of the
brook,! and put them in the shep-

a1

4 8trictly ‘ ranks,” here, a3 in ver. 10; so vers. 38, 45,

¢ Or ' Is there not a cause ?’ Or‘ valley.”
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herd’s bag that he had, into the
pocket; and his sling was in his hand.
And he drew near to the Philistine.
And the Philistine came on and
approached David; and the man
that bore the shield was before him.
43 And when the Philistine looked about
and saw David, he disdained him;
for he was a youth, and ruddy, and
besides of a beautiful countenance.
¢ And the Philistine said to David,
Am I a dog, that thou comest to me
with staves? And the Philistine
44 gursed David by his gods. And the
Philistine said to David, Come to
me, and I will give thy flesh to the
fowls of the heavens and to the beasts
& of the field. And David said to the
Philistine, Thou comest to me with
sword, and with spear, and with
javelin; but I come to thee in the
name of Jehovah of hosts, the God
of the armies of Israel, whom¢ thou
4 hast defied. This day will Jeho-
vah deliver thee up into my hand;
and I will smite thee, and take thy
head from thee; and I will give the
caroases of the camp of the Philis-
tines this day to the fowl of the
heavens and to the wild beasts of
the earth. And all the earth shall
47 know that Israel has a God; and all
this congregation shall know that
Jehovah saves not with sword and
spear; for the battle is Jehovah's,
and he will give you into our hands.
And it came to pass, when the
Philistine arose, and came and ad-
vanced to meet David, that David
hasted, and ran towards the ranks
4 to meet the Philistine. And David
put his hand into the bag, and took
thence a stone, and slang it, and
smote the Philistine in his forehead,
and the stone sank into his forehead ;
and he fell on his face to the earth.
5 80 David overcame® the Philistine
with a sling and a stone, and smote
the Philistine and killed him; and
there was no sword in the hand of

41

81 David. And David ran, and stood
upon the Philistine, and took his
sword, and drew it out of its sheath,
and killed him completely,' and cut
off his head with it. And when the
Philistines saw that their hero was

8 dead, they fled. And the men of Is-
rael and of Judah arose, and shouted,
and pursued the Philistines, until
thou comest to the ravine and to the
gates of Ekron. And the wounded of
the Philistines fell down on the way
to Shaareim, even to Gath, and to

®8 Ekron. And the children of Israel
returned from chasing after the

Philistines, and they pillaged their
64 oamps. And David took the head
of the Philistine and brought it to
Jerusalem; but he put his armour
in his tent.

And when Baul saw David go
forth against the Philistine, he.said to
Abner, the captain of the host, Ab-
ner, whose son is this young man?
And Abner said, As thy soul liveth,
8 O king, I cannot tell. And the king

said, Inquire thou whose son this

8 youth is. And as David returned
from the slaughter of the Philistine,
Abner took him, and brought him
before Saul with the head of the

88 Philistine in his hand. And Saul said
to him, Whose son art thou, young
man? And David said, I am the
gon of thy servant Jesse the Beth-
lehemite.

XVIII. And it came to pass, when he
had ended speaking to Saul, that the
soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul
of David, and Jonathan loved him as

3 his own soul. And Saul took him
that day, and would not let him

8 return to his father's house. And
Jonathan and David made a cove-
nant, because he loved him as hisown

4 soul. And Jonathan stripped himself
of the robe that was upon him, and
gave it to David, and his dress, even
to his sword, and to his bow, and to

® his girdle. And David went forth ;*

86

¢ Or * which.’
» Or * was stronger than.’

1 The Pilel, an intensive form of the verb.
k i, . for warlike raids, as Judges xi. 3, &c.
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whithersoever Saul sent him he pro-
spered ;! and Saul set hira over the
men of war, and he was accepted in
the sight of all the people, and also
in the sight of Saul's servants.

¢ And it came to pass as they came,
when David returned from the
slaughter of the Philistine, that the
women came out of all the cities of
Israel, singing and dancing, to meet
king Saul, with tambours, with joy,

7 and with triangles.® And the wo-
men answered [one another] as they
played, and said,

Saul hath smitten his thousands,
And David his ten thousands.

8 And Saul was very wroth, and that
saying was evil in his sight; and
he said, They have ascribed to David
ten thousands, but to me they have
ascribed the thousands ; and [what]
is there more for him but the king-

?dom? And Saul eyed David from

that day and forward.

And 1t came to pass the next day
that an evil spirit from God came
upon Saul, and he %rophesied in the
midst of the house, but David played
with his hand, as on other days; and
1 the spear was in Saul's hand. And
Baul cast the spear, and thought,®
I will smite David and the wall.°
But David turned away from him
twice.

And Saul was afraid of David, be-
cause Jehovah was with him, and
18 had departed from Saul. And Saul

removed him from him, and made

him his captain over & thousand;
and he went out and came in before

1 the people. And David prospered in
all his ways ; and Jehovah was with

18 him. And Saul saw that he prosper-
ed well, and he stood in awe of him.

18 Butall Israel and Judah loved David,
for he went out and came in before
them.

17 And Saul said to David, Behold

10

13

my eldest daughter Merab, her will

I give thee to wife; only be thou

valiant for me, and fight Jehovah's

battles. But Saul thought, My hand

shall not be upon him, but the hand

of the Philistines shall be upon him.
18 And David said to Saul, Who am I?

and what is my life, [or] my father’s

family in Israel, that I should be
1 gon-in-law to the king? And it came
to pass at the time when Merab Saul’s
daughter should have been given to
Dawid, that she was given to Adriel
the Meholathite as wife.

And Michal Saul’s daughter loved
David; and they told Saul, and the
1 thing was right in his sight. And
Saul said, I will give him her, that
she may be a snare to him, and
that the hand of the Philistines may
be upon him. And Saul said to
David, Thou shalt this day be my
son-in-law a second time.?

And Saul commanded his servants,
Speak with David secretly, saying,
Behold, the king has delight in thee,
and all his servants love thee: now
therefore be the king's son-in-law.
3 And Saul's servants spoke those

words in the ears of David. And

David said, Is it a light thing in

your eyes to be the king’s son-in-%n.w,

seeing that I am a poor man, and
# lightly esteemed ? And the servants
of Saul told him, saying, On this
% manner did David speak. And Saul
said, Thus shall ye say to David:

The king does not desire any dowry,

but & hundred foreskins of the Philis-

tines, to be avenged of the king’s
enemies. But Saul thought to )

David fall by the hand of the Philis-
98 tines. And his servants told David

these words ; and the thing was right

in David's sight to be the king’s son-.
in-law. And the days were not ex-
%7 pired, when David arose and went,
Ee and his men, and smote of the

10

1 Or ‘behaved wisely:’ 80 vers. 14, 80,

= The word is differently understood ; some
interpret it ‘ noble songs ;’ cf, Prov. xxii. 20, Keri.

= Lit. *said ;’ and so ver. 17; xx. 3, 28,

© That is, ‘transfix him to the wall.’
? Some connect ‘a second time’ with the pre-

:edh;xg clause; others translate, ‘ by one of the
WO,
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Philistines two hundred men; and
David brought their foreskins, and
they delivered them in full to the
king, that he might be the king's
gon-in-law. And Saul gave him
Michal his daughter as wife.
% And Saul saw and knew that Je-
.hovah was with Davi#; and Michal
% Saul’s daughter loved him. And
Saul was yet the more afraid of
David; and Saul was David's enemy
% continually. And the princes of the
Philistines went forth ;2 and it came
to pass, whenever they went forth,
that David succeeded better® than
all the servants of Saul; and his
name was much esteemed.
XIX. And Saul spoke to Jonathan his
son, and to all his servants, that they
® ghould sley David. But Jonathan
Saul’s son delighted much in David.
And Jonathan told David, saying,
Saul my father seeks to kill thee;
and now, I pray thee, take heed to
thyself in the morning, and abide
in a secret place and iide thyself;
8 and I will go out and stand beside

my father in the field where thou:

art, and will speak of thee with m
father: and see what it is and te
4 thee. And Jonatban spoke good of
David to Saul his father, and said
to him, Let not the king sin against
his servant, against David, because
he has not sinned against thee ; for
also what he did was very advanta-
¢ geous to thee; for he put his life in
hand, and smote the Philistine, and
Jehovah wrought a great salvation
for all Israel: thou didst see [it],
and didst rejoice; why then wilt
thou sin against innocent blood, in
® slaying David without cause? And
Saul hearkened to the voice of Jona-
than, and Saul swore, [As] Jehovah
liveth, he shall not be® put to death!
"Then Jonathan called David, and
Jonathan declared to him all those
things. And Jonathan brought David

to Saul, and he was in his presence

as previously.
8 And there was war again; and
David went forth? and fought with
the Philistines, and smote them with
a great slaughter; and they fled be-
fore him. And an evil spirit from Je-
hovah was upon Saul. And hesat in
his house with his spear in his hand ;
and David played with bis hand.
And Baul sought to smite David and
the wall with the spear; but he
slipped away out of Saul's presence,
and he smote the spear into the wall.
And David fled, and escaped that
night. And Saul sent messengers to
David’s house, to wateh him, and to
slay him in the morning ; and Michal
David’s wife teld him, sa.ying, If
thou save not thy life to-night, to-
morrow thou wilt be put to death.
And Michal let David down through
& window; and he went, and fled
and escaped. And Michal took the
image, and laid it in the bed, and put
the net” of goats’ [hair] at its head,
and covered it with the coverlet.
And Saul sent messengers to take
Dayvid, and she said, He 1s sick. And
Saul sent the messengers to see
David, saying, Bring him up to me
in the bed, that I may put him to
death. And the messengers came
in, and behold, the image was in the
bed, and the net of goats’ [hair] at
its head. Then Saul said to Michal,
‘Why hast thou deceived me so, and
sent away mine enemy, that he is
escaped 2 And Michal said to Saul, |
He eaid to me, Let me go; why
should I slay thee ?

And David fled, and eseaped, and
came to Samuel to Ramah, and told
him all that Saul had done to him.
And he and Samuel went and dwelt
in Naioth.

And it was told Saul, saying, Be-
hold, David is at Naioth by ¥ Ramah.
% Then Saul sent messengers to take

10

1

18

14

18

19

% Ag xviii. 5; and so elsewhere.
rOr ‘pmsgered more.’
* Heb, ' if he be:’ see on iii. 14.

¢ Heb. * teraphim.’
¥ A protection from gnats,
* Or ‘in.’
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David; snd they saw & company of
prophets prophesying, and Samuel
standing as president over them;
and the Spirit of God came upon the
messengers of Saul, and they also

2 prophesied. And it was told Saul,
and he sent other messengers, and
they also prophesied. And Saul sent
messengers again the third time, and

2 they also prophesied. Then went he
also to Ramah, and came to the great
well that is in Sechu; and he asked
and said, Where are Samuel and
David? And one said, Behold, at

3 Naioth by Ramah. And he went
thither to Naioth by Ramah ; and the
Spirit of God came upon him also, and
he went on, and prophesied, until he

% came to Naioth by Ramah. And
he himselfalso striyped offhis clothes,
and prophesied, himself also, before
Samuel, and lay down naked all that
day and all that night. Wherefore
they say, Is Baul also among the
prophets ?

XX. And David fled from Naioth by
Ramah, and came and said before
Jonathan, What have I done ? what
is mine iniquity, and what is my sin
before thy father, that he seeks my

% life? And he said to him, God for-
bid; thou ghalt not die: behold, my

" father will do nothing either great or
small, and' not apprise me; and why
should my father hide this thing

8 from me? it is not so. And David
swore again and again, and said, Thy
father certainly knows that I have
found favour in thy sight : and he has
thought, Jonathan shall not know
this, lest he be grieved; but truly
Las] Jehovah liveth, and [as] thy soul

iveth, there is but a step between
me and death,

4 And Jonathan said to David, What
thy soul maysay, I will even do it for

t thee. And David said to Jonathan,
Behold, to-morrow is new moon, and
I should not fail to sit with the king
at meat; but let me go, that I may
hide myself in the field until the third

¢ evening. If thy father should ac-

tually miss me, then say, David

earnestly asked leave of me that he

might run to Bethlehem his city ;
for there is a yearly sacrifice there
7 for all the family. If he say thus,
It is well,—thy servant shall have
Eeace; but if he be very wroth,
e sure thdt evil is determined by

® him. Deal kindly then with thy
servant; for thou hast brought thy
servant into a covenant of Jehovah
with thee; but if there be in me
iniquity, slay me thyself; for why
shouldest thou bring me to thy father?

? And Jonathan said, Far be it from
thee; for, if I knew with certainty
that evil were determined by my fa-
ther to come upon thee, would I not
10 fell it thee? Then said David to

Jonathan, Who shall tellme ? orwhat

if thy father answer thee roughly ?
11 And Jonathan said to David, Come
and let us go out into the field. And
they went out both of them into the
field.

Angd Jonathan said to David, Je-
hovah, God of Israel, when I sound
my father about this time to-morrow,
Lor] the next day, and behold, there

e good toward David, and I then
send not to thes, and apprise thee of
18 it, Jehovah do so and much more to
Jonathan, Should it please my fa-
ther [to do] thee evil, then I will
apprise thee of it, and send thee
away, that thou mayest go in peace,;
and Jehovah be with thee, as he has
1 been with my father. And thou
shalt not only while yet I live shew

me the kindness of Jehovah, that I
16 die not, but thou shalt not cut off

thy kindness from my house for ever,

no, not when Jehovah cuts off the
enemies of David every one from
16 the face of the earth. And Jonathan
made [a. covenant] with the house
of David, [saying,] Let Jehovah even

Tequire [lit] at the hand of David's
17 enemies! And Jonathan caused

David to swear again, by the love

he had for him, for he loved him

a8 he loved his own soul.

12
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18 And Jonathan said to him, To-

morrow is the new moon ; and thou

wilt be missed, for thy seat will be
19 empty; but on the third day* thou

shalt go down quickly, and come to
the place where thou didst hide thy-
self on the day of the business, and
*0 gbide by the stone Ezel. And I will
shoot three errows on the side of it,
#1 a5 though I shot at & mark. And
behold, I will send the lad, [saying,]

Go, find the arrows. 1If I expressly

say to the lad, Behold, the arrows

are on this side of thee, take them ;

then come, for there is peace for

thee, and itis nothing ; [as] Jehovah
2 liveth. But if I say thus to the

youth: Behold, the arrows are be-

yond thee,—go thy way; for Jeho-
88 vah sends thee away. And as to the
matter which thou and I have spoken
of, behold, Jehovah is between me
and thee for ever.

And David hid himeelf in the field ;
and it was the new moon, and the
# king sat at table to eat. And the

king sat on his seat, as at other times,

on the seat by the well; and Jona-
than grose, and Abner sat by Saul’s|
gide, and David's place was empty.
%¢ And Saul said nothing that day ; for
he thought, Semething has befallen
him], that he is not clean: surely
% he is not clean. And it came to pass
the next day after the new moon,
the second Edafy of the month], as

David’s place was empty, that Saul

said to Jomathan his son, Why has

not the son of Jesse come to table,
8 peither yesterday nor to-day ? And

Jonathan answered 8aul, David

earnestly asked leave of me [to go]
% to Bethlehem, and said, Let me go,

I pray thee; for we have a family

sacrifice in the city ; and my brother

himself has commanded me [to be
there]; and now, if I have found
favour in thy sight, let me go away,

I pray thee, and see my brethren,

He has therefore not come to the
% king's table. And Saul's anger was

kindled against Jonathan, and he
said to him, Son of the perverse re-
bellious woman, do not I know that
thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to
thine own shame and to the shame

8 of thy mother's nakedness ? For as
long as the son of Jesse lives upon
earth, thou shalt not be established,
nor thy kingdom. And now send
and fetch him to me, for he must

* die” And Jonathan answered Saul
his father, and said to him, Why
should he be put to death ? what has

8 he done ? Then Saul cast the spear
at him to smite him; and Jonathan
knew that it was determined by his

* father to put David to death. And
Jonathan arose from the table im
fierce anger, and ate no meat the
second day of the new moon ; for he
was grieved for David, because his
father had done him ghame.

% And it came to pass in the morn-
ing that Jonethan went out into the
field, to the place agreed on with

% David, and » little 1ad with him. And |
he said to his lad, Run, find now the ;
arrows which I shoot. The lad ren, :
and he shot the arrow beyond him.

87 And when the lad came to the place
of the arrow which Jonathan had
shot, Jonathan cried after the lad and
said, Is not the arrow away beyond

%8 thee? And Jonathan eried after the
lad, Make speed, haste, stay not!
And Jonathan’s lad gathered up the

% arrows, and came to his master. And
the lad knew nothing: only Jona-
than and David knew the matter.

4% And Jonathan gave his weapons to
his lad, and samd to him, Go, carry

41 them to the eity. The lad went, and
David arose from the side of the
south, and fell on his face to the
ground, and bowed himself three
times ; and they kissed one another,
and wept one with another, until

4% David exceeded. And Jonathan said
to David, Go in peace, forasmuch as
we have both of us sworn in the
name of Jehovah, saying, Jehovah

» Lit. *thou shalt leave three days.”

s Lit. “ be is u child of death:’ similarly in xxvi. 18,
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be between me and thee, and be-
tween my seed and thy seed for
 gver! And he arose and departed ;
and Jonathan went into the city.
XXI. And David came to Nob, to
Ahimelech the priest ; and Ahimelech
trembled at meeting David, and said
to him, Why art thou alone, and no
* man with thee? And David said to
Ahimelech the priest, The king has
commanded me a business, and has
8aid to me, Let no man know any-
thing of the business whereon I send
thee, and what I have commanded
thee ; and I have directed the young
® men to such and such & place. And
now what is under thy hand ? give
me five loaves in my hand, or what
‘may be found. And the priest
answered David and said, There is
no common bread under my hand,
but there is holy bread ; if the young
men have kept themselves at least
¢ from women., And David answered
the priest and said to him, Yes in-
deed, women have been kept from
us about these three days, since X
eame out, and the vessels of the young
men are holy, and the [bread] is in
& manner common, and the more so,
because to-day [new] is hallowed in
S the vessels. And the priest gave
him holy [bread]; for there was no
bread there but the shew-loaves that
were taken from before Jehovah, to
put on hot bread in the day when
7 they were taken away. (Now a cer-
tain man of the servants of Saul
was there that day, detained before
Jehovah; and his name was Doeg,
the Edomite, chief of the shepherds
8 that [belonged} to Saul.) And David
said to Ahimelech, And is there not
here under thy hand spear or sword ?
for I have neither brought my sword
nor my weapons with me, for the
9 king’s business was urgent. Andthe
priest said, The sword of Goliath
the Philistine, whom thou slewest
in the valley of terebinths, behold,
it is here wrapped in & cloth behind

the ephod ; if thou wilt take that, take

it; for there is no other save that

here. And David said, Thereis none

10 like that: give it me. And David

arose, and fled that day from before

Saul, and went to Achish the king

of Gath.

And the servants of Achish said
to him, Is not this David the king of
the land ? did they not sing one to
another of him in dances, saying,
Saul has smitten his thousands, and
13 David his ten thousands? And Da-

vid took to heart these words, and

was much afraid of Achish the king

18 of Gath. And he changed his be-
haviour before them, and feigned
himself mad in their hands, and
scratched on the doors of the gate,
and let his spittle fall down on his

14 beard. And Achish said to his ser-
vants, Behold, ye see the man is
mad: why did ye bring him to me ?

1% have I lack of madmen, that ye have
brought this one to rave in my pre-
sence ? shall this [man] come into
my house ?

XXTI. And David departed thence,
and escaped to the cave of Adullam.
And his brethren and all his father’s
house heard [it], and they went down

3 thither to him. And every one in
distress, and every one that was in
debt, and every one of embittered
spirit* collected round him; and he
became a captain over them; and
there were with him about four hun-

8 dred men. And David went thence
to Mizpeh in Moab, and said to the
king of Moab, Liet my father and m
mother, I pray thee, come fortl};
amongst you, till I know what God

4 will do for me. And he brought
them before the king of Moab; and
they abode with him all the while
that David was in the stronghold.

§ And the prophet Gad said to
David, Abide not in the stronghold ;
depart, and go into the land of Judah.
Then David departed, and came into

¢ the forest of Hareth. And Saul heard

11

s Or * every one discontented,’ or ‘ sorrowful:’ so xxx. 6,
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that David was discovered, and the
men that were with him. Now Saul
was sitting in Gibeah under the tama-
risk upon the height, having his spear
in his hand, and all his servants were
7 standing by him. Then Saul said to
his servants that stood by him, Hear
now, ye Benjaminites : will the son
of Jesse give every one of you also
fields and vineyards ? 'Will he make
you all capteins of thousands and
8 captains of hundreds, that all of you
have consgired against me, and there
is none that informs me when my
gon has mede [a covenant] with the
son of Jesse; and thefe is none of
you that is sorry for me, or informs
me that my son has stirred up my
servant as a lier-in-wait against me,
® asat thisday ? Then answered Doeg
the Edomite, who was set over the
gervants of Saul, and said, I saw
the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to
10 Ahimelech the son of Ahitub. And
he inquired of Jehovah for him, and
gave him victuals, and gave him the
sword of Goliath the Philistine.
Then the king sent to call Ahime-
lech the priest, the son of Ahitub,
and all his father’s house, the priests
that were in Nob; and they came
13 g} of them to the king. And Saul
said, Hear now, son of Ahitub. And
he answered, Here I am, my lord.
18 And Saul said to him, Why have ye
conspired against me, thou and the
son of Jesse, in that thou hast given
him bread, and a sword, and hast
inquired of God for him, that he
should rise against me as a lier-in-
14 wait, as at this day? And Ahime-
lech answered the king and said,
And who is so faithful among all thy
servants as David, who is the king’s
son-in-law, and has access to thy
secret council,* and is honourable in
18 thy house? Was it to-day that I be-
gan to inquire of God for him ? be it
far from me: let not the king charge
anything to his servant, ‘[nor to all
the house of my father; for thy ser-

1

vant knew nothing of all this, less or

18 more. And the king said, Thou shalt
certainly die, Ahimelech, thou, and

17 all thy father’s house. And the king
said to the couriers that stood about
him, Turn and put the priests of
Jehovah to death; because their
hand also is with David, and because
they knew when he fled, and did not
inform me. But the servants of
the king were not willing to put forth
their hand to fall on the priests of

18 Jehovah. And the king sa.i(f to Doeg,
Turn thou, and fall on the priests.
And Doeg the Edomite turned, and
fell on the priests, and put to death
that day eighty-five persons who

19 wore the linen ephod. And Nob,
the city of the priests, he smote with
the edge of the sword, both men and
women, infants and sucklings, and
oxen, and asses, and sheep, with the
edge of the sword.

% And one of the sons of Ahimelech
the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar,

1 egoaped, and fled after David. And
Abiathar informed David that Saul

i had slain Jehovah’s priests. And
David said to Abiathar, I knew it
that day, when Doeg the Edomite
was there, that he would certainly
tell Saul: I am accountable for all

%8 the lives of thy father’s house. Abide
with me, fear not; for he that seeks
my life seeks thy life; for with me
thou art in safe keeping.

XXIII. And they told David, saying,
Behold, the Philistines fight against
Keilah, and they rob the threshing-

3 floors. And David inquired of Jeho-
vah, saying, Shall I go and smite
these Philistines ? d Jehovah
said to David, Go and smite the

8 Philistines, and save Keilah, But
David’'s men said to him, Behold, we
are afraid here in Judah ; how much
more then if we go to Keilah against

¢ the armies® of the Philistines? And
David inquired of Jehovah yet again.
And Jehovah answered him and said,
Arige, go down to Keilah; for I will

s Or ‘ goes in at thy bidding.’

* As xvii. 26.
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give the Philistines into thy hand.
% And David and his men went to
Keilah, and fought against the Philis-
tines, and brought away their cattle,
end smote them with a great slaugh-
ter. So David saved the inhabitants
of Keilah.
| ® Anditcame to pass,when Abiathar
the son of Ahimelech fled to David
to Keilah, he came down with an
" 7 ephod in his hand. And it was told
" Saul that David had come to Keilah.
Then Saul said, God has cast him
off into my hand; for he is shut in,
by entering into a city that has gates
8 and bars. And Saul summoned all
the people to war, to go down to
. Keilah, to besiege David and his men.
® And when David knew that Saul de-
vised misehief against bim, he said
to Abiathar the priest, Bring the
10 gphod. Then said David, Jehovah,

God of Israel, thy servant hath heard

for certain that Saul seeketh to come

to Keilah, to destroy the city for my
U gake. Will the citizens of Keilah
deliver me up into his hand ? will

Saul come down, as thy servant hath

heard? Jehovah, God of Israel, 1

beseech thee, tell thy servant. And

Jehovah said, He will come down.
1% And David said, Will the citizens of
Keilah deliver up me and my men
into the hand of Saul? And Jehovah
said, They will deliver [thee] up.

Then David and his men, about
six hundred, arose and departed out
of Keilah, and went whithersoever
they could go. And it was told Saul
that David had escaped from Keilah,
' and he forbore to go forth. And
David abode in the wilderness in
strongholds, and abode in the moun-
"tain in the wilderness of Ziph. And
Saul sought him every day, but God
did not give him into his hand.

And David saw that Saul had
come out to seek his life ; and David
was in the wilderness of Ziph in a
18 wood. And Jonathan Saul’s son

arose, and went to David into the

18

18

wood, and strengthened his hand in
17 God. And he said to him, Fear not;
for the hand of Saul my father will
not find thee ; and thou shalt be king
over Israel, and I shall be next to
thee; and that also Saul my father
18 knows. And they two made a cove-
nant before Jehovah; and David
abode in the wood, and Jonathan
wont to his house.

And the Ziphites came up to Saul
to Gibeah, saying, Does not David
hide himself with ue in strongholds
in the wood, on the hill of Hachilah,
which is on the south of the waste ?
% And now, QO king, come down ac-

cording to all the desire of thy soul to

come down; and it will be for us to
deliver him up into the king’s hand.
8t And Saul said, Blessed be ye of

Jehovah; for ye have compassion
% ypon me. QGo, I pray you, make yet

more sure, and know and see his

place where his track is, who has
seen him there ; for it is told me that
8 ha deals very subtilly.c And see, and
ascertain all the lurking-places where
he hides himself, and come ye again

to me with sure information, that I

may go with you; and it shall come

to pass, if he be in the land, that I

will search him out throughout the
# thousands of Judah. And they arose
and went to Ziph before Saul; but
David and his men were in the wil-
derness of Maon, in the plain? on
the south of the waste.

And Saul and his men went to
seek ghim] . And they told David ;
and he came down from the rock,
and abode in the wilderness of Maon.
And Saul heard [that], and be pur-
sued after David in the wilderness of
26 Maon. And Saul went on this side of

the mountain, and David and hismen

on that side of the mountain; and

David made haste to get away from

Saul; and Saul and his men sought to

surround David and his men to take
37 them. But there came a messenger

19

48

¢ Or ‘ prudently.’

to Saul, saying, Haste thee and come;
N 4 Arabah.
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for the Philistines have made s raid
¥ pgainsttheland. And Saul returned
from pursuing after David, and went
againstthe Philistines ; therefore they
called that place Sela-hammahle-
koth.°
XXIV. And David went up from
thence, and abode in the strongholds
8 of Engedi. And it came to pass
when Saul had returned from follow-
ing the Philistines, that it was told
him, saying, Behold, David is in
8 the wilderness of Engedi. And Saul
took three thousand men, chosen
out of all Israel, and went to seek
David and his men upon the rocks of
¢ the wild goats. And he came to the
sheepfolds by the way, where was a
cave; and Saul went in to cover his
feet; and David and his men were
abiding in the recesses of the cave.
8 And David’s men said to him, Behold
the day of which Jehovah said to
thee, Behold, I will give thine enemy
into thy hand, that thou mayest do
to him as it shall seem good to thee.
And David arose, and cut off the
¢ gkirt of Saul's robe secretly. And it
came to pass afterwards that David's
heart smote him, becasse he had cut
7 off Saul's skirt. And he said to his
men, Jehovah forbid that I should do
this thing to my master, Jehovah’s
anointed, to stretch forth my hand
against him, for he is the anointed
8 of Jehovah. And David checked! his
men with these words, and suffered
them not to rise against Saul. And
Saul rose up out of the cave, and
went on [his] way.
¢ David also arose afterwards, and
went out of the cave, and cried after
Saul, saying, My lord the king! And
when Saul looked behind him, David
bowed with his face to the earth, and
10 §id obeisance. And David said to
Saul, Why dost thou listen to words
of men, saying, Behold, David seeks
11 thy hurt? Behold, this day thine
eyes have seen how that Jehovah had
given thee this day into my hand in

the cave; and they bade me kill
thee; but [mine eye] spared thee;
and I said, I will not put forth my
hand against my lord, for he is the
18 anointed of Jehovah. And see, my
father, yes, see the skirt of thy robe
in my hand. For in that I cut off
the skirt of thy robe, and killed thee
not, know and see that there is
neither evil nor transgression in my
hand, and I have not sinned against
thee ; yet thou liest in wait for# my
18 life to take it. Jehovah judge be-
tween me and thee, and Jehovah
avenge me of thee; but my hand
14 ghall not be upon thee. As saith the
proverb of the ancients, Wickedness
procesdeth from the wicked ; but my
1t hand shall not be upon thee. After
whom is the king of Israel come out?
after whom dost thou pursue ? after a
18 dead dog, after a single flea. Jehovah
therefore shall be judge, and judge
between me and thee, and see, and
lead my cause, and do me justice

in delivering me] out of thy hand.
17 And as soon a8 David had ended
speaking these words to Saul, Saul
said, Is this thy voice, my son David ?
And Saul lifted up his voice and
18 wept. And hesaid to David, Thou art
more righteous than I ; for thou hast
rewarded me good, whereas I have
19 rewarded thee evil. And thou hast
shewed this day how that thou hast
dealt well with me, forasmuch as
when Jehovah had delivered me up
into thy hand, thou didst not kill
19 me, For if a man find his enemy,
will he let him go well away ? where-
fore Jehovah reward thee good for
that thou hast done to me this day.
31 And now behold, I know that thou
shalt certainly be king, and that the
kingdom of Israel shall be established
 in thy hand. Swear now therefore
to me by Jehovah, that thou wilt
not cut off my seed after me, and
that thou wilt not destroy my name
8 out of my father's house. And David
swore to Saul. And Saul went home;

« Meaning, ‘ rock of escapes,’ or * of divisions.’

¢ Or ‘ chided.’ ¢ Or * huntest after.’
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and David and his men went up to

the stronghold.

XXV. And Samuel died; and all Is-
racl were gathered together, and
lamented him ; and they buried him
in his house at Ramah.

And David arose and went down to

* the wilderness of Paran. And there
was a man at Maon, whose busi-
ness was at Carmel;® and the man
was very great, and he had three thou-
sand sheep and a thousand goats;
and he was shearing his sheep at
8 Carmel. And the name of the man
was Nabal,! and the name of his
wife Abigail ; and the woman was of
good understanding, and of a beau-
tiful countenance ; but the man was
churlish* and evil in his doings ; and

¢ he was a Calebite. And David heard
in the wilderness that Nabal was
¢ shearing his sheep. Then David sent
out ten young men ; and David said
to the young men, Go up to Carmel,
and go to Nabal, and greet him in
® my name. And thus shall ye say:

Long life [to thee] ! and peace be

to thee, and peace be to thy house,

and peace be to all that thou hast!
7 And now I have heard that thou hast
shearers ; now thy shepherds who
were with us, we hurt them not,
neither was there aught missed by
them, all the while ‘they were in
8 Carmel. Ask thy young men, and
they will tell thee. Therefore let the
young men find favour in thine eyes;

for we come in a good day: give, I

pray thee, what thy hand may find

to thy servants, and to thy son

? David. And David's young men
came, and spoke to Nabal according
to all those words in the name of

David, and ceased.

And Nabal answered David’s ser-
vants and said, Who is David ? and
who is the son of Jesse ? there are
many servants now-a-days that break
away every man from his master.
11 And shall I take my bread, and my

10

water, and my flesh which I have

killed for my shearers, and give [it] to

men whom I know not whence they
1 are? And David’s young men turned

their way, and went back, and came

and reported to him according to all
1 those words. And David said to his
men, Gird ye on every man his sword.
And they girded on every man his
sword; and David also girded on his
sword ; and there went up after David
about four hundred men; and two
hundred abode by the baggage.

And one of [Nabal’s] young men
told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying,
Behold, David sent messengers out
of the wilderness to bless our master;
15 and he has insulted’ them. And the

men were very good to us, and we

were not hurt, neither missed we any-

thing, as long as we companied with

them, when we were in the fields.
18 They were a wall to us both by night

and day, all the while we were with
17 them feeding the sheep. And now
know and consider what thou wilt
do, for evil is determined against our
master, and against all hishousehold ;
and he is such a son of Belial, that
one cannof speak to him.

And Abigail made haste, and took
two hundred loaves, and two Bkin-
bottles of wine, and five sheep ready
dressed, and five measures of parched
[eorn], and & hundred raisin-cakes,
and two hundred fig-cakes, and laid
1? them on asses. And she said to her

young men, Go on before me ; behold,

I come after you. But she did not
10 tell her husband Nabal. And as she

was riding on the ass, and coming

down by the covert of the hill, behold,

David and his men came down oppo-
1 gite to her; and she met them. Now

David had said, Surely, in vain have

I kept all that this [man] had in

the wilderness, so that nothing was

missed of all that was his ; and he has
 yoquited me evil for good. So and
more also do God to the enemies of

14

18

» In Judah: aee Josh, xv. 5.

1 Meaning, *fool,” * ungodly:' *impious :* see

2 Bam, iii. 38; Ps. xiv. 1% Prov. xxx. 22; &,
x Lit, * hard.’ { Lit. “he flew upon.’
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David, if I leave of all that is his by
the morning light any male.

And when Abigail saw David, she
hasted and lighted off the ass, and fell
before David on her face, and bowed
%4 herself to the ground, and fell at his
feet, and said, Upon me, my lord,
[upon] me let the iniquity be ; but let
thy handmaid, I pray thee, speak in
thine ears, and hear the words of thy
6 handmaid. Let not my lord, I pray
thee, regard this man of Belial, Na-
bal; for as his name is, 8o is he:
Nabal™is his name, and folly® is with
him; and I thy handmaid did not
see the young men of my lord, whom
28 thou didst send. And now, my lord,
Rts] Jehovah liveth, and [as] thy soul

iveth, seeing Jehovah has restrained
thee from coming with bloodshed,
and from avenging thyself with thine
own hand, now let thine enemies,
and they that seek evil to my lord,
%7 be as Nabal. And now this blessing
which th{ bondmaid has brought to
my lord, let it be given to the young
28 men that follow mylord. I pray thee,
forgive the transgression of thy hand-
maid: for Jehovah will certainly
make my lord a lasting house; be-
cause my lord fights the battles of Je-
hovah, and evil has not been found in
29 thee all thy days. And if a man is
risen up to pursue thee and to seek
thy life, the soul of my lord shall be
bound in the bundle of the living
with Jehovah thy God; and the souls
of thine enemies, them shall he sling
out from the hollow of the sling.
% And it shall come to pass, when Je-
hovah shall do to my lord according
to all the good that he has spoken
concerning thee, and shall appoint
1 thee ruler over Lsrael, that this shall
be no stumbling-block to thee, nor
offence of heart for my lord, either
that thou hast shed blood without
cause, or that my lord has avenged
himself. And when Jehovah shall
deal well with my lord, then remem-
ber thy handmaid.

And David said to Abigail, Blessed
be Jehovah, the God of Israel, who
8 gent thee this day to meet me. And

blessed be thy discernment, and

blessed be thou, who hast kept me
this day from coming with bloodshed,
and from avenging myself with mine
8 own hand. But indeed, as Jehovah
the God of Israel liveth, who has
restrained me from hurting thee,
except thou hadst hasted and come
to meet me, there had not been left
to Nabal by the morning light any
8 male. So David received of her hand
what she had brought him, and said
to her, Go up in peace to thy house;
see, I have hearkened to thy voice,
and have accepted thy person.

And Abigail came to Nabal ; and
behold, he held a feast in his house,
like the feast of & king ; and Nabal's
heart was merry within him, for he
was drunken to excess; so she told
him nothing, less or more, until the
87 morning light. And it came to pass

in the morning, when the wine was

gone out of Nabal, that his wife told

him these things ; and his heart died

within him, and he became [as] &
% gtone. And it came to pass in about
ten days that Jehovah smote Nabal,
and he died.

And when David heard that Nabal
was dead, he said, Blessed be Jeho-
vah, who has pleaded the cause of
my reproach from the hand of Nabal,
and has kept back his servant from
evil; but Jehovah has returned Na-
bal's evil upon his own head. And
David sent and communed with Abi-
40 gqil, to take her as his wife. And the

servants of David came to Abigail to

Carmel, and spoke to her, saying,

David has sent us to thee, to take
41 thee as his wife. And she arose and

bowed herself on her face to the earth,

and said, Behold, let thy handmaid
be & bondwoman to wash the feet of
41 the servants of my lord. And Abigail
hasted, and arose, and rode upon an
ass, with five damsels of hers that

29

= fep vor. 3.

= Or ‘impiety.’
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followed her; and she went after the

messengers of David, and became

his wife.

David had also taken Ahinoam of
Jizreel ; and they became, even both
4 of them, his wives. But Saul had

given Michal his daughter, David’s

wife, to Phalti the son of Laish, who
was of Gallim.

XXVI. And the Ziphites came to Saul
to Gibeah, saying, Does not David
hide himself in the hill of Hachilah,

% facing the waste? And Saul arose,
and went down to the wilderness of

Ziph, having three thousand choren

men of Israel with him, to seek Da-

® vid in the wilderness of Ziph. And
8aul encamped in the hill of Hachi-

1ah, which faces the waste, by the vvvv;?'

side. And David abode in the wil-

derness; and when he saw that Saul
had come after him into the wilder-
¢ ness, David sent outspies, and learned
8 that Saul was certainly come. And

David arose and came to the place

where Saul had encamped ; and Da-

vid beheld the place where Saul lay,

and Abner the son of Ner, the ceptain

of hishost; and Saul lay within the
wagon-defence, and the people were
encamped round about him.

¢ And David spake and said to

Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Abishai

the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother,

saying, Who will go down with me
to Saul to the camp ? And Abishai
7 said, I will go down with thee. And
David and Abishai came to the peo-
ple by night, and behold, Saul lay
sleeping within the wagon-defence,
and his spear stuck in the ground at
his head ; and Abner and the people
8 lay round about him. And Abishai
said to David, God has delivered
thine enemy into thy hand this day ;
and now let me smite him, I pray
thee, with the spear, even to the
ground once, and I will not do it the
? second time. And David said to

Abishai, Destroy him not; for who

can stretch forth his hand against

Jehovah’s anointed, and be guiltless ?

[1]

10 And David said, [As] Jehovah liveth,
Jehovah will surely smite him ; either
his day shall come to die, or he shall

11 descend into battle and perish. Jeho-
vah forbid that I should stretch forth
my hand against Jehovah's anointed !
But now take, I pray thee, the spear
that is at his head, and the cruse of

18 water, and let us go. And David took

the spear and the cruse of water from

Saul’s head; and they went away,

and no man saw [it], and none knew

[it], and none awaked, for they were

all asleep ; for a deep sleep from Jeho-

vah had fallen upon them.

And David went over to the other
side, and stood on the top of a hill
afar off; a great space [being] between
14 them. And David cried to the peo-

ple, and to Abner the son of Ner,

saying, Answerest thou not, Abner ?

Then Abner answered and said, Who
18 art thou that criest to the king? And

David said to Abner, Art not thou

aman? and who is like to thee in Is-

rael ? and why hast thou not guarded
thy lord the king? for one of the peo-
le came in to destroy the king th

16 lord. This thing is not good whic{
thou hast done. As Jehovah liveth,
ye are worthy to die, because ye have
not guarded your master, Jehovah's
anointed. And now see where the
king’s spear is, and the cruse of water
that was at his head.

And Saul knew David’s voice, and
said, Is this thy voice, my son David ?
And David said, It is my voice, my
18 lord, O king. And he said, Why

does my lord thus pursue after his

servant ? for what have I done ? or

19 what evil is in my hand ? And now,
I pray thee, let my lord the king
hear the words of his servant. If
Jehovah have moved thee against
me, let him accept an oblation ; but
if the sons of men, cursed be they
before Jehovah ; for they have driven
me out this day from adhering to the
inheritance of Jehovah, saying, Go,

19 gerve other gods. And now, let not
my blood fall to the earth far from

18

17
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XXVII. XXVIII.

the face of Jehovah ; for the king of

Israel is come out to seek a single

flea, a8 when they hunt a partridge

on the mountains.

And Saul said, T have sinned : re-
turn, my son David; for I will no
more do thee harm, because my life
was precious in thine eyes this day:
behold, I have acted foolishly, and
have erred exceedingly.

And David answered and said, Be-
hold the king's spear, and let one of
the young men come over and fetch
38 jt. And Jehovah will render to every

man his righteousness and his faith-

fulness; for Jehovah gave thee into

{my] hand this day, and I would not

stretch forth my hand against Jeho-

% vah’s anointed. And behold, as thy
life was highly esteemed® this day
in mine eyes, so let my life be highly
esteemed? in the eyes of Jehovah,
that he may deliver me out of all

28 distress. And Saul said to David,
Blessed be thou, my son David:
thou shalt certainly do [great things],
and shalt certainly prevail. And
David went on his way, and Saul
returned to his place.

XXVII. And David said in his heart,
I shall now perish one day by the
hand of Saul : there is nothing better
for me than that I should speedily
escapeinto theland of the Philistines;
and Saul will despair of me to seek
me any more within all the limits of
Xsrael, and I shall escape out of his

3 hand. And David arose and passed
over, he and the six hundred men
that were with him, to Achish, the

8 gon of Maoch, king of Gath. And

David abpde with Achish at Gath,

he and his men, every man with his

household; David with his two
wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and

Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal's wife.

¢ And it was told Saul that David
had fled to Gath; and he sought
no more for him.

§  And David said to Achish, If now

i1

I have found favour in thine eyes,

let them give me a place in some

country-town,that I may abide there;

for why should thy servant abide in
¢ the royal city with thee? And

Achish gave him Ziklag that day;

therefore Ziklag belongs to the kings
7 of Judah to this day. And the time
that David abode in the country of
the Philistines was a year and four
months.

And David and his men went up
and made a raid upon the Geshurites,
and the Gerzites, and the Amalekites:
for those were of old the inhabitants
of the land, as thou goest to Shur,
and as far as the land of Egypt. And
David smote the land, and left neither
man nor woman alive, and took
away the sheep, and the oxen, and
the asses, and the camels, and the
apparel, and returned, and came to
Achish. 8o Achish said, Have ye
not made & raid to-day ? And David
said, Against the southd of Judah,
and against the southd of the Jerah-
meelites, and against the south 4ofthe
Kenites. And David left neitherman
nor woman alive, to bring [them] to
Gath, for he said, Lest they should
tell of us, saying, 8o did David. And
such was his custom as long as he
abode in the country of the Philis-
tines. And Achish trusted David,
saying, He has made himself utterly
odious among his people Israel ; and
he shall be my servant for ever.
XXVIII. And it came to passin those

days that the Philistines gathered

together their armies for warfare to
fight against Iarael. And Achish
said to David, Know thou assuredly
that thou shalt go out with me to
3 the camp, thou and thy men. And

David said to Achish, Thereby thou

shalt know what thy servant can do.

And Achish said to David, Therefore

will I make thee keeper of my person*

for ever.
!  (Now Samuel was dead, and all

1

11

° Lit. ' was great.’ ? Lit. ‘be t.
4 Those portions of the Negeb inhabited respec-

tively by Judah, the Jerahmeelites, and the
Kenites: ¢f. Judges i. 16, r Lit, * head.’
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Israel had lamented him, and they

had buried him in Ramah, even in

his own city. And Saul bad put
away the necromancerst and the

4 goothsayers out of the land.) And
the Philistines gathered themselves
together, and came and encamped
in Shunem; and Saul gathered all
Israel together, and they encamped

® in Gilboa. And when Saul saw the
camp of the Philistines, he was afraid,

8 and his heart greatly trembled. And
Saul inquired of Jehovah ; but Jeho-
vah did not answer him, either by
dreams, or by Urim, or by prophets.

7 Then said Saul to his servants, Seek
me a woman that has a spirit of
Python, that I may go to her and
inquire of her. And his servants said
to him, Behold, there is & woman who
has a spirit of Python at En-dor.

8 And Saul disguised himself, and
put on other garments, and he went,
and two men with him, and they
came to the woman by night; and
he said, I pray thee, divine to me by
the spirit of Python, and bring me
[him] up whom I shall name to thee.

% And the woman said to him, Behold,
thou knowest what Saul has done,
how he has cut off thé necromancers
and the soothsayers out of the land;
and why layest thou a snare for my

10 life, to eause me to die? And Saul
swore unto her by Jehovah, saying,
{Ag] Jehovah liveth, there shall no
punishment happen to thee for this

11 thing. Then said the woman, Whom

shall I bring up to thee? And he

said, Bring me up Samuel.

And when the woman saw Samuel,
she cried out with a loud voice; and
the woman spoke to Saul, saying,
Why hast thou deceived me ? Even
12 thou art Saul. And the king said to

her, Be not afraid; but what didst

thou see? And the woman said to

Saul, Isaw a god”ascending out of the
U ggrth. And he said to her, What is

pt}

his form ? And she seid, An old man

comes up ; and he is covered with a

mantle. And Saul knew that it was

Samuel, and he stooped with his face

to the ground, and bowed himself.
15 And Samuel said to Saunl, Why hast

thou disquieted me, to bring me up?

And Saul said, I am sore distressed ;

for the Philistines make war against

me, and God is departed from me,
and answers me no more, neither by
prophets nor by dreams; therefore

I have called thee, that thou mayest

make known to me what I shall do.
16 And Samuel said, Why then dost

thou inquire of me, seeing Jehovah
is departed from thee, and is become
17 thine enemy? And Jehovah has
done for himself ™ as he spoke by me;
and Jehovah has rent the kingdom
out of thy hand, and given it to thy
8 peighbour, to David. Because thou
didst not hearken to the voice of Je-
hovah, and didst not execute his
fierce anger upon Amalek, therefore
has Jehovah done this thing to thee
19 this day. And Jehovah will also
give Israel with thee into the hand of
the Philistines ; and to-morrow shalt
thou and thy sons be with me; the
army* of Israel also will Jehovah
give into the hand of the Philistines.
2 And Saul fell straightway his full
length on the earth, and was sore
afraid because of the words of Samuel ;
and there was no strength in him,
for he had eaten no bread all the
day nor all the night.

And the woman came to Saul, and
saw that he was sore troubled, and
said to him, Behold, thy bondmaid
bas hearkened to thy voice, and I
have put my life in my hand, and
have hearkened to thy words which
2 thou spokest tome. Andnow, I pray

thee, hearken thou also to the voice

of thy bondmaid, and let me set a

morsel of bread before thee ; and eat,

that thou mayest have strength when

21

t Or “ those who had a spirit of Python;’ and
80 ver. 9.
v Or ‘gods.’

* The LXX and Jerome, followed by Buxtorf,
have “to theo;’ but it has little MS authority.
* Heb. ‘camp,’ as also in ver. 1; xxix. 1, &e.
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|
3

8 thou goest on thy way. But he re-
fused and said, I will not eat. Then
his servants, and the woman also,
compelled him, and he hearkened to
‘their voice; and he arose from the

3 earth and sat on the bed. And ‘the
woman had a fat calf in the house;
and she hasted and killed it, and
took flour, and kneaded it, and baked

% unleavened bread thereof; and she
brought it near before Saul, and be-
fore his servants, and they ate. And
they rose up and went away that
night.

XXIX. ‘And the Philistines gathered
together all their armies to Aphek;
and Israel encamped by the spring

2 that is in Jezreel. And the lords of
the Philistines passed on by hun-
dreds and by thousands ; and David
and his men passed on in the rear-

8 ward with Acﬁish. And the princes
of the Philistines said, What are
these Hebrews? And Achish said
to the princes of the Philistines, Is
not this David, the servant of Saul
the king of Israel, who has been with
me these days, or these years, and I
have found nothing in him since the
day of his falling away [to me] to

¢ this day? But the princes of the
Philistines were wroth with him;
and the princes of the Philistines
said to him, Make the man return,
that he may go again to his place
where thou hast appointed him, that
he go not down with us to the battle,
that in the battle he be not an adver-
sary to us; for wherewith should this
{fellow] reconcile himself to his mas-
ter ? should it not be with the heads

5 of these men ? Is not this David, of
whom they sang one to another in
dances, saying, Saul smote his thou-
sands, and David his ten thousands ?
¢  And Achish called David, and said
to him, [As] Jehovah liveth, thoun art
upright, and thy going out and thy
coming in with me in the camp is
acceptable to me;¥ for I have not
found evil in thee since the day of

thy coming to me to this day; but
thou art not acceptable to the lords.
7 And pow return, and go in peace,
that thou displease not the lords of
8 the Philistines. And David said to
Achish, But what have I done ? and
what hast thou found in thy servant
s0 long as I have been with thee to
this day, that I should not go and
fight against the enemies of my lord
9 the king? And Achish answered
and said to David, I know that thou
art acceptable to me, as an angel of
God ; nevertheless the princes of the
Philistines have said, He shall not

1 go up with us to the battle. And
now rise up early in the morning
with thy master's servants that are
come with thee; and rise ye early
in the morning, and when ye have

11 daylight, depart. And David rose up
early, he and his men, to depart in
the morning, to return into the land
of the Philistines. And the Philis-
tines went up to Jezreel.

XXX. And it came to pass, when
David and his men came to Ziklag
on the third day, that the' Amalekites
had made a raid upon the south,* and
upon Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag and

1 burned it with fire ; and had taken
the women captives that were in it ;
both great and small: they had put
none to death, but had carried them

8 off, and went on their way. And
David and his men came to the city,
and behold, it was burnt with fire ;
and their wives, and their sons, and
their daughters were taken captives.

4 Then David and the people that were
with him lifted up their voice and
wept, until they had no more power

®to weep. And David's two wives
were taken captives, Ahinoam the
Jezreolitess, and Abigail the wife of

6 Nabal the Carmelite. And David
was greatly distressed ; for the peo-
ple spoke of stoning him; for the
soul of all the people was embittered,
every man because of his sons and
because of his daughters; but David

¥ Lit. ‘ good in mine eyes ;’ and so elsewhere.

s Negeb: so ver, 14,
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strengthened himself in Jehovah his

God.

7 And David said to Abisthar the
priest, Ahimelech’s son, Bring near
to me, I pray thee, the ephod. And
Abiathar brought the ephod near

% to David. And David inquired of
Jehovah, saying, Shall I pursue after
this troop ? shall I overtake thém ?
And he said to him, Puwrsue; for
thou shalt assuredly overtake [them]

? and shalt certainly recover. SoDavid
went, be and the six hundred men
that were with him, and they came
to the torrent Besor ; and those that

10 were left stayed behind. And David
pursued, he and four hundred men ;
for two hundred stayed behind, who
were too exhausted to go over the
torrent Besor. .

And they found an Egyptian i
the field, and brought him to David,
and gave him bread, and he ate ; and
12 they gave him water to drink, and

gave him a piece of fig-cake and two

raisin-cakes, and he ate, and his spirit
came again to him; for he had eaten
no bread, nor drunk any water, for
| '8 three days and three nights. And
David said to him, To whom belong-
est thou ? and whence art thou? And
he said, I am a young man of Egypt,
servant of an Amalekite; and my
master left me, because three daysago
1 1 fell sick. We made a raid against
the south® of the Cherethites, and
against what [belongs] to Judah, and
against the south of Caleb; and we
18 hurned Ziklag with fire. And David
said to bhim, Canst thou bring me
down to this troop? And he said,

Swear to me by God, that thou wilt

neither put me to death nor deliver

me up into the hand of my master,
and 1 will bring thee down to this
troop.

And he brought him down, and
behold, they were spread over the
whole land, eating and drinking, and
dancing, because of all the great spoil
that they had taken out of the land

1

18

of the Philistines, and out of the land
17 of Judah. And David smote them
from the twilight even to the even-
ing of the next day; and there
escaped not a man of them, save
four hundred young men, who rode
18 upon camels, and fled. And David
recovered all that the Amalekites
had taken : and David recovered his
¥ two wives. And there was nothing
missed by them, neither small nor
great, neither sons nor daughters,
neither spoil nor anything that they
had taken: David brought all back.

20 And David took all the flocks and
the herds, [which] they drove before
the other cattle, and said, This is
David's spoil.

' And David came to the two hun-
dred men who had been too ex-
hausted to follow David, and whom
they had left behind at the torrent
Besor ; and they went forth to meet
David, and to meet the people that
were with him ; and David drew near

1 to the people and saluted them. And

all the wicked men, and [men] of
Belial, of those that had gone with
David, answered and said, Because
they went not with us, we will not
give them [aught] of the spoil that
we have recovered, save to every
man his wife and his children, that
they may lead [them] away and de-
% part. Then said David, Ye shall not
do 8o, my brethren, with that which
Jehovah has given us, who has pre-
gerved us, and given the troop that
3¢ came against us nto our hand. And
who will hearken to you in this
matter? For as his share is that
goes down to the battle, so shall his
share be that abides by the baggage:

5 they shall share alike. And it was

[go] from that day forward ; and he
made it & statute and an ordinance
for Israel to this day.

8¢ And David came to Ziklag, and he

sent of the spoil to the elders of Judah,
to his friends, saying, Behold a pre-
sent® for you of the spoil of the

* See on xxvii. 10,

& Lit, ‘ a blessing:’ cf. xxv. 7.
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37 enemies of Jehovah: to those in
Bethel, and to those in south Ra-
38 moth,® and to those in Jattir, and to
those in Aroer, and to those in Siph-

39 moth, and to those in Eshtemoa, and
to those in Rachal, and to those in
the cities of the Jerahmeelites, and
to those in the cities of the Kenites,

80 and to those in Hormah, and to those
in Chor-ashan,and to thuse in Athach,

81 gand to those in Hebron, and to all the
places where David himself and his
men went about.

XXXI. And the Philistines fought
against Israel ; and the men of Israel
fled from before the Philistines, and
fell down slain on mount Gilboa.

% And the Philistines followed hard
upon Saul and upon his sons; and
the Philistines smote Jonathan, and
Abinadab, and Malchi-shua, Saul’s

% sons. And the battle went sore
against Saul, and the archers came
up with him; and he was much

4 terrified* by the archers. Then said
Baul to his armourbearer, Draw thy
sword, and thrust me through with
it ; lest these nncircumeised come and
thrust me through, and abuse me.
But his armourbearer would not; for
he was much afraid. So Saul took

% the sword and fell on it. And when
his armourbearer saw that Saul was
dead, he fell likewise on his sword,

8 and died with him, So Saul died,
and his three sons, and his armour-
bearer, and all his men, that same

7 day together. And when the men
of Israel that were on this side of the
valley, and [they] that were on this
side of the Jordan, saw that the men
of Israel fled, and that Saul and his
sons were dead, they forsook the
cities and fled ; and the Philistines
came and dwelt in them.

8 And it came to pass the next day,
that the Philistines came to strip the
slain, and they found Saul and his
three sons fallen on mount Gilboa.

® And they cut off hishead, and stripped
off his armour, and sent [them] into
the land of the Philistines round
about, to announce the glad tidings
in the houses of their idols, and to

10 the people. And they put his armour
in the house of Ashtaroth ;¢ and they
fastened his body to the wall of

11 Beth-shan. And when the inhabi-
tants of Jabesh-Gilead heard of what

18 the Philistines had done to Saul, all
the valiant men arose and went all
night, and took the body of Saul and
the bodies of his sons from the wall
of Beth-shan, and came to Jabesh,

18 and burned them there. And they
took their bones, and buried them
under the tamarisk at Jabesh, and
fasted seven days.

¢ Or Ramoth-Negeb: see on Josh. xix. 8.
4 Or * wounded.

¢ Or ‘of the Ashtoreths (Astartes):’ see note
to Judges ii. 13,

THE

SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL.

I. And it came to pass after the desth
of Saul, when David had returned
from the slaughter of the Amalekites,
that David abode two days in Ziklag.

* And it came to pass on the third day,
that behold, & man came out of the
camp from Saul with his garments

rent, and earth upon his head ; and
a8 soon a8 he came to David, he fell
% {0 the earth and did obeisance. And
David said to him, Whence comest
thou? And he said to him, Out of the
* camp of Israel am I escaped. And
Dawid said to him, What has taken
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place? I pray thee, tell me. Andhe
said that the people had fled from the
battle, and many of the people also
bhad fallen and died, a.mf that Saul
and Jonathan his son were dead also.
® And David said to the young man
thattold him, How knowest thou that

Saul and Jonathan his son are dead ?
% And the young man that told him

said, I happened by chance to be
- upon mount Gilboa, and behold,

Saul learned on his spear; and be-

hold, the chariots and horssmen fol-

7 lowed hard after him. And he looked
behind him, and saw me, and called
8 tome. And I said, Here am I. And
he said to me, Who art thou? And

T said to him, I am an Amalekite.
? He said to me again, Stand, I pray

thee, over me, and slay me; for

anguish® has seized me; for my
10 life is yet whole in me. 8o I stood
over him, and put him to death, for

I knew that he would not live after

his fall; and I took the crown that

was upon his head, and the bracelet

that was on his arm, and have brought
1 them hither to my lord. Then David

took hold of his garments and rent

them ; and all the men that were
13 with him [did] likewise. And they
mourned, and wept, and fasted until
even for Saul, and for Jonathan his
son, and for the people of Jehovah,
and for the house of Israel; because
they were fallen by the sword.

And David said to the young man
that told him, Whence art thou?
And he said, I am the son of an
4 Amalekite stranger. And David said

to him, How wast thon not afraid to

stretch forth thy hand to destroy
16 Jehovah’s anointed? Then David
called one of the young men and
said, Draw near, [and] fall on him.

And he smote him that he died.
16 And David said to him, Thy blood be
upon thy head ; for thy mouth has
testified against thee, saying, I have
glain Jehovah’s anointed.

And David lamented with this la-

13

”

mentation over Saul and over Jona-
19 than his son; and he bade them
teach the children of Judah [the
song of]| the® bow. Behold it is writ-
ten in the book of Jasher¢:—
The beauty of Israel is slain
upon thy high places :
How are the mighty fallen !
%0 Tell [it] not in Gath,
Carry not the tidings in the streets
of Ashkelon;
Lest the daughters of the Philistines
rejoice,
Lest the daughters of the uncircum-
cised triumph.
Ye mountains of? Gilboa, let
there be no dew, no rain upon you,
Nor fields of heave-offerings !
For there the shield of the mighty
was vilely cast away,
The shield of Saul, [as] not anointed
with oil.
2 From the blood of the slain,
From the fat of the mighty,
The bow of Jonathan turned not back,
And the sword of Saul returned not
empty.
8 Baul and Jonathan, beloved and
pleasant in their lives,
Evenin their death were not divided ;
They were swifter than eagles,
They were stronger than lions.
Ye daughters of Israel, weep over
Saal,
Who clothed you in scarlet with
splendour,
‘Who put ornaments of gold upon
your apparel.
s How are the mighty fallen in the
midst of the battle!
Jonathan is slain upon thy high
places.
I am distressed for thee, my
brother Jonathan :
Very pleasant wast thou unto me;
Thy love to me was wonderful,
Passing women's love.
7 How are the mighty fallen, and the
instruments of war perished !
II. And it came to fpass after this that
David inquired of Jehovah, saying,

19

al
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s Others, * bewilderment.,’

b Or *the [use of thel.’

¢ 8ee on Josh. x. 13, 40r‘in’
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Shall I go up into one of the cities of

Judah ? And Jehovah said to him,

Go up. And David said, Whither

shall I go up? And he said, Unto

* Hebron. So David went up thither,
and his two wives also, Ahinoam the
Jezreolitess, and Abigail the wife of

% Nabal the Carmelite. And his men
that were with him did David bring
up, every man with his household ;
and they dwelt in the cities of He-

4 bron. And the men of Judah came,
and there they anointed David king
over the house of Judah.

And they told David, saying, It is
the men of Jabesh-Gilead that have

§ buried Saul. And David sent mes-
sengers to the men of Jabesh-Gilead,
and said to them, Blessed be ye of
Jehovah, that ye have shewn this
kindness to your lord, to Saul, and

¢ have buried him! And now Jeho-
vah shew kindness and faithfulness
to you; and I also will requite you
this good, because ye have done this

7 thing. And now let your hands be
strong, and be ye valiant; for your
master Saul is dead, and also the
house of Judeh have anointed me
king over them.

8  And Abner the son of Ner, captain
of 8aul’s host, took Ishbosheth® the
son of Saul, and brought him over

? to Mahanaim; and made him king
over Gilead, and over the Asshurites,
and over Jezreel, and over Ephraim,
and over Benjamin, and over all Is-

10 rgel. Ishbosheth Saul’s son was
forty years old when he began to
reign over Israel, and he reigned two
years. However, the house of Judah

1 followed David. And the time that

David was king in Hebron over the

house of Judah was seven years and

six months.

And Abner the son of Ner, and the
servants of Ishbosheth the son of
Saul, went out from Mahanaim to
18 Gibeon. And Josbtheson of Zeruiah,

and the servants of David, went out.

13

And they met together by the pool of
Gibeon; and they sat down, these
on the one side of the pool, and those
on the other side of the pool.

And Abner said to Joab, Let the
young men now arise and make
sport before us. And Joab said, Let
15 them arise. And they arose and

went over by number, twelve for

Benjamin, and for Ishbosheth the

son of Saul, and twelve of the ser-
18 vants of David. And they caught

every one his fellow by the head, and

[thrust] his sword in his fellow’s side,

and they fell down together. And

that place was called Helkath-haz-
17 zurim,! which is by Gibeon. And
the battle that day was very severe;
and Abner and the men of Israel
were routed before the servants of
David.

And there were three sons of Ze-
ruish there, Joab, and Abishai, and
Asshel. Now Asahel was swift of
foot, as one of the gazelles that are
19 in the field. And Asahel pursued

after Abner; and in going he turned

not to the right hand nor to the
10 Joft from behind Abner. Then

Abner looked behind him, and said,

Art thou Asshel? And he said, I
3l am. And Abner said to him, Turn

thee aside, to thy right hand or to

thy left, and lay hold of one of the
young men, and take for thyself his
armour. But Asahel would not turn
% agide from following hira. And Ab-
ner said again to Asahel, Turn thee
agide from following me: why should

I smite thee to the ground ? how then

should I hold up my face to Joab
# thy brother? But he refused to

turn aside ; therefore Abner with the
hinder end of the spear smote him
in the belly,® so that the spear came
out behind him; and he fell down
there, and died in the same place.

And it came to pass, that as many as

came to the place where Asahel feoll
* down and died stood still. And Joab

"

18

¢ Esh-Baal: 1 Chron, viii. 83.
t Meaning, ‘ Field of sharp swords,”

& Or ‘under the fifth (rib):’ so iii. 27; iv. 6;
xx. 10.
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and Abishai pursued after Abner;
and the sun went down when they
came to the hill of Ammah, which is
before Giah on the way to the wilder-
ness of Gibeon.

And the children of Benjamin
gathered themselves together after
Abuer, and became one troop, and
%6 stood on the top of a hill. And Ab-

ner called to Joab, and said, Shall the

sword devour for ever? knowest
thou not that it will be bitterness in
the latter end? and how long shall
it be ere thou bid the people return
7 from following their brethren ? And

Joab snid, [As] God liveth, unless

thou hadst spoken, surely then in

the morning the people had gone up

every one from following his brother.
38 And Joab blew the trumpet, and all
the people stood still, and pursued
after Isroel no more, neither did
they fight any more.

And Abner and his men walked
all that night through the plain,® and
passed over the Jordan, and went
through all Bithron, and they came
8 t{o Mahanaim. And Joab retwrned

from following Abner, and gathered

all the people together; and there
lacked of David’s servants nineteen
81 men, and Asahel. And the servants
of David had smitten of Benjamin,
and of Abner’s men, three hundred
59 and sixty men, who had died. And
they took up Asahel, and buried him
in the sepulchre of his father, which
was in Bethlehem. And Joab and
his men went all night, and they
came to Hebron at break of day.
III. And the war was long between
the house of Saul and the house of

David; but David became continu-

ally stronger, and the house of Saul

became continually weaker.
3 And to David were sons born in

Hebron : his firstborn was Amnon,

3 of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; and his
second, Chileab, of Abigail the wife
of Nabal the Carmelite; and the
third, Absalom! the son of Maachah,

13
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daughter of Talmai king of Geshur;
4 and the fourth, Adonijah the son of

Haggith ; and the fifth, Shephatiah
® the son of Abital ; and thesixth, Ith-

ream, of Eglah David’s wife. These

were born to David in Hebron.

% And it came to pass while there
was war between the house of Saul
and the house of David, that Abner
made himself strong for the house of

7 S8aul. And Saul had a concubine
whose name was Rizpah, the daugh-
ter of Aiah. And [Ishbosheth] said
to Abner, Why hast thou gone in to

® my father's concubine? Then was

Abner very wroth for the words of

Ishbosheth, and said, Am I a dog's

head, I who against Judah do shew

kindness this duy to the house of

Saul thy father, to his brethren, and

to his friends, and have not deliver-

ed thee into the hand of David, that
thou reproachest me this day with
® the fault of this woman? So do

God to Abner, and more also, if, as

Jehovah has sworn to David, I do
19 not so to him ; to translate the king-

dom from the house of Saul, and to

set up the throne of David over Is-
rael and over Judah, from Dan even

' to Beer-sheba! And he could not

answer Abner a word again, because

he feared him.

And Abner sent messengers to
David on his behalf, saying, Whose
is the land ? saying [also], Make thy
covenant with me, and behold, my
hand shall be with thee, to turn all
18 Tsrael to thee. And he said, Well, I

will make a covenant with thee;

only I require one thing of thee, that
is, Thou shalt not see my face, ex-
cept thou first bring Michal Saul's
daughter, when thou comest to see

Y my face. And David sent messen-
gers to Ishbosheth Saul’s son, saying,
Deliver me my wife Michal, whom
I espoused to me for a hundred fore-

18 gking of the Philistines. And Ishbo-
sheth sent, and took her from [her]
husband, from Phaltiel the son of

13

b The Arabdah; and so iv. 7.

{ Heb, Abshalom, same a8 Abishalom, 1 Kings xv. 2.
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18 Laish. And her husband went with
her along weeping behind her to
Bahurim. Then said Abner to him,
Go, return. And he returned.

Now Abner had communicated
with the elders of Israel, saying, Ye
sought for David aforetime to be
18 king over you; and now do [it], for

Jehovah has spoken of David, say-

ing, By my servant David will Isave

my people Israel out of the hand of
the Philistines, and out of the hand
19 of all their enemies. And Abner also
spoke in the ears of Benjamin ; and
Abner went also to speak in the ears
of David in Hebron all that seemed
good to Israel, and that seemed good
to the whole house of Benjamin.
20 S0 Abner came to David to Hebron,
and twenty men with him. And

David made Abner and the men that
31 were with him a repast. And Ab-
ner said to David, I will arise and
go, and will gather all Israel to my
lord the king, that they may make a
covenant with thee, and that thoun
mayest reign over all that thy heart
desires. And David sent Abner
away ; and he went in peace.

And behold, the servants of David
and Joab came from an expedition,
and brought in a great spoil with
them ; but Abner was no longer with
David in Hebron, for he had sent
him away, and he had gone in peace.
8 And Joab and all the host that was

with him came; and they told Joab,

saying, Abner the son of Ner camne
to the king, and he has sent him
%4 sway ; and he is gone in peace. Then

Joab came to the king, and said,

‘What hast thou done ? behold, Ab-

ner came to thee; why is it [that]

thou hast sent him away, and he is
35 gone ? Thou knowest Abner the son
of Ner, that he came to deceive thee,
to know thy going out and thy com-
ing in, and to know all that thou
9 doest. And when Joab was come
out from David, he sent messengers
after Abner, who brought him again

17

from the well of Sirah; but David
7 did not know it. And when Abner

was returned to Hebron, Joab took

him aside in the gate to speak with
bim secretly, and smote him there
in the belly, that he died, for the
8 blood of Asahel his brotller And
afterwards David heard [it], and he
said, I and my kingdom are guiltless
before Jehovah for ever from the
2 blood of Abner the son of Ner: let
it fall on the head of Joab, and on
all his father’s house; and let there
not fail from the house of Joab one
that has an issue, or that is a leper,
or that leans on a staff, or that falls
by the sword, or that lacks bread!
30 S0 Joab and Abishai his brother
killed Abner, because he had slain
their brother Asahel at Gibeon in the
battle.

And David said to Joab, and to all
the people that were with him, Rend
your garments, and gird yourselves
with sackeloth, and mourn before
Abner. And king David followed
* the bier. And they buried Abner

in Hebron ; and the king lifted up

his voice and wept at the grave of
3 Abner; and all the people wept. And
the kmg lamented over Abner, and

Should Abner die as a fool* dieth ?
8 Thy hands were not bound,
Nor thy feet put into fetters;
Ag a man falleth before wicked men,
Fellest thou !
And all the people wept again
8 over him. And all the people came
to cause David to eat bread while it
was yet day; but David swore, say-
ing, So do Goq to me, and more also,
if I taste bread or aught else till the
8 gun be down! And all the people
remarked it, and it pleased them;
as whatever the king did pleased all
87 the people. And all the people and
all Israel understood that day that
it was not of the king to put Abner
8 the son of Ner to death. And the
king said to his servants, Know ye

a1

b, also ¢ impious,’ “ ungodly :* see on 1 8am. xxv. 3,
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not that there is a prince and a great

3 man fallen this day in Israel? And
I am this day weak, though? anoint-
ed king; and these men, the sons of
Zeruiah, are too hard for me:™® Jeho-
vah reward the doer of evil according
to his wickedness !

IV. And when Saul's son heard that
Abner was dead in Hebron, his hands
were enfeebled, and all Israel was

% troubled. And Saul’s son had two
men, captains of bands: the name
of the one was Baanah, and the
name of the other Rechab, the sons
of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the
children of Benjamin; for Beeroth

8 also wasreckoned to Benjamin. And
the Beerothites had fled to Gittaim,
and were sojourners® there until
this day.

¢ And Jonathan Saul’s son had a
son that was lame of [his] feet. He
was five years old when the news
came of Baul and Jonathan out of
Jezreel; and his nurse took him up
and fled. And it came to pass, as
she made haste to flee, that he fell,
and became lame. And his name
was Mephibosheth.®

5 Andthe sons of Rimmon the Beer-
othite, Rechab and Baanah, went and
came in about the heat of the day
into the house of Ishbosheth, who was

¢ taking his noonday rest. And they
came thither into the midst of the
house, [as though) they would fetch
wheat; and they smote him in the
belly ; and Rechab and Baanah his

" brother escaped. They came into
the house, as he lay on his bed in his
bedchamber, and they smote him,
and slew him, and beheaded him;
and they took his head, and went by

® the way of the plain® all night. And
they brought tlfe head of Ishbosheth
to David in Hebron, and said to the
king, Behold the head of Ishbo-
sheth the son of Saul, thine enem
who sought thy life; and Jehova
has given to my lord the king to be

aveélged this day of Saul and of his

seed.

? Then David answered Rochab and
Baanah his brother, the sons of Rim-
mon the Beerothite, and said to
them, [As] Jehovah liveth, who has
redeemed my soul out of all distress,

1 when one told me, saying, Behold,

Saulis dead! and he was in his own

sight a messenger of good, I took

hold of him, and slew him in Zik-
lag—to whom forsooth I should give

1 5 reward for hig good tidings: how
much more, when wicked men have

slain a righteous person in his own
house upon his bed? and should I
not now demand his blood of your
hand, and take you away from the

12 garth? And David commanded his
young men, and they slew them, and
cut off their hands and their feet,
and hanged [theml1 up over the pool
in Hebron. But they took the head
of Ishbosheth, and buried it in the
sepulchre of Abner in Hebron.

V. Then came all the tribes of Israel
to David to Hebron, and spoke, say-
ing, Behold, we are thy bone and

2 thy flesh. Even aforetime, when
Saul wae king over us, thou wast he
that leddest out and broughtest in
Israel; and Jehovah said to thee,
Thou shalt feed my people Israel,
and thou shalt be prince over Israel.

8 And all the elders of Israel came to
the king to Hebron ; and king David
made a covenant with them in He-
bron before Jehovah; and they
anointed David king over Israel.

4 David was thirty years old when
he began to reign; he reigned forty

® years. In Hebron he reigned over
Judah seven years and six months ;
and in Jerusalem he reigned thir-
ty-three years over all Israel and
J}t,ld&h.

¢ And the king and his men went
to Jerusalem against the Jebusites,
the inhabitants of the land ; and they
spoke to David, saying, Thou shalt

) Lit. ‘and.’ = Or'‘are more powerful than 1.’
®» Or ‘strangers.’

° Called also Merib-Baal: 1 Chron. viii. 34.
» The Arabah.
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not come in hither, but the blind
and the lame will drive thee back:9 as
much as to say, David will not come
7 in hither. But David took the strong-
hold of Zion, which is the city of
® David. And David said on that day,
‘Whoever smites the Jebusites and
gets up to the watercourse, and the
lame and the blind hated of David's
soul I* Therefore they say, The
blind and the lame shall not come
® into the house. So David dwelt in
the stronghold, and called it the city
of David. And David built round
about from the Millo® and inwerd.

And David became continually
greater ; and Jehovah the God of
hosts was with him.

And Hiram king of Tyre sent
messengers to David, and timber of
cedars, and carpenters, and masons;
1 gnd they built David a house. And
David perceived that Jehovah had
established him king over Israel,
and that he had exalted bis kingdom
because of his people Israel.

And David took him more concu-
bines and wives out of Jerusalem,
after he had come from Hebron ; and
there were yet sons and daughters
X bhorn to David. And these are the

names of those that were born to

him in Jerusalem: Shammua, and

Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon,
8 gnd Ibhar, and Elishua, and Ne-
1 pheg, and Japhia, and Elishama, and
Eliada, and Eliphelet.

And the Philistines heard that
they had anointed David king over
Isrsel, and all the Philistines went
up to seek David; and David heard

E)f it], and went down to the strong-
18 hold. And the Philistines came and

spread themselves in the valley of
¥ Rephaim. AndDavid inquired of Je-

hovah, saying, Shall T go up against

10

11

18

1?7

to David, Go up; for I will certainl
give the Philistines into thy ha.ndy:
% And David came to Baal-perazim,
and David smote them there; and
he gaid, Jehovah has broken in upon
mine enemies before me, as the break-
ing forth of waters. Therefore he
called the name of that place Baal-
% perazim.* And they'left their images
there, and David and his men took
them away.

And the Philistines came up yet
again, and spread themselves in the
% valley of Rephaim. And David in-

uired of Jehovah; and he said,
hou shalt not go up; turn round
behind them and come upon them
# opposite the mulberry-trees. And it
shall be, when thou hearest a sound
of marching in the tops of the mul-
berry-trees, that then thou shalt bestir
thyself; for then will Jehovah have
gone forth before thee, to smite the
8 army® of the Philistines. And David

did =0, as Jehovah had commanded

him; and smote the Philistines from

Geba until thou comest to Gezer.
VI. And David again gathered all the

chosen men of Israel, thirty thou-

#sand. And David arose and went
with all the people that were with him
from ¥ Baale-Judah, to bring up from
thence the ark of God which is called
by the name, the name of Jehovah
of hosts who sitteth between ™ the
8 cherubim. And they set the ark of

God upon a new cart, and brought it

out of the house of Abinadab, which

was upon the hill ; and Uzzah* and

Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove

4 the new cart. And they brought it
with the ark of God out of the house
of Abinadab which was upon the hill;

& and Ahio went before the ark. And

David and all the house of Israel

played before Jehovah on all manner

the Philistines ? wilt thou give them| of [instruments made of 1 cypress
into my hand? And Jehovah said| wood,”with harps, and withlutes,and
40r *hither, unless thou drivest away the| ®*Or‘camp.’ *Or‘to.”

blind and lame.’ .
r For the complement see 1 Chron. xi. 8.
s The rampart or citadel.
t Meaning, * Place of breaches.”

* Or ‘upon:’ see on1 Sam. iv, 4,

* Here strictly ‘ Ugza,’ as in 1 Chron, xiii.

7 Others give the text, ‘ with all tieir might
and with singing:’ cf. 1 Chron. xiii. 8.
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with tambours, and with sistra, and

with eymbals.
¢ And when they came to Nachon’s

threshing-floor, Uzzah reached after
the ark of God, and took hold of it;
7 for the oxen had stumbled.* And the
anger of Jehovah was kindled against

Uzzah; and God smote him there

for his grror; and there he died by
8 the ark of God. And David was in-

dignant, because Jehovah had made

8 breach upon Uzzah ; and he called

that place Perez-Uzzah® to this day.
® And David was afraid of Jebovah

that day, and said, How shall the
10 grk of Jehovah come to me? Bo

David would not bring the ark of

Jehovah home unto himself into the

city of David; but David carried it

aside into the house of Obed-Edom
1 the Gittite. And the ark of Jehovah
remained in the house of Obed-Edom
the Gittite three months; and Jeho-
vah blessed Obed-Edom and all his
household.

And it was told king David, say-
ing, Jehovah has blessed the house
of Obed-Edom, and all that is his,
because of the ark of God. And
David went and brought up the ark
of God from the house of Obed-Edom
18 into the city of David with joy. And

it was so, that when they that bore

the ark of Jehovah had gone six

paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatted
U beast. And David danced before Je-

hovah with all his might; and David
18 wag girded with a linen ephod. And
David and all the house of Israel
brought up the ark of Jehovah with
shouting, and with the sound of the
trumpet.

And as the ark of Jehovah eame
into the eity of David, Michal the
daughter of Saul looked through a
window, and saw king David leap-
ing and dancing before Jehovah ; and
she despised him in her heart.

And they brought in the ark of Je-
hovah, and set it in its place, in the
midst of the tent that David had

18
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spread for it. And David offered up

burnt-offerings and peace-offerings
1¢ hefore Jehovah. And when Dawid

had ended offering up the burnt-
offerings and the peace-offerings, he
blessed the people in the name of Je-
¥ hovah of hosts. And he dealt to all
the people, to the whole multitude of

Israel, both men and women, to every

one a cake of bread, and a measure

of wine®], and a raisin-cake. And
all the people departed every one to
his house.

And David returned to bless his
household. And Michal the daughter
of Saul came out to meet David, and
said, How honourable did the king
of Israel make himself to-day, who
uncovered himself to-day in the eyes
of the handinaids of his servants, as
one of the lewd fellows shamelessly
%1 uncovers himself! And David said

to Michal, It was before Jehovah,

who chose me rather than thy father,
and than all his house, to appoint me
ruler over the people of Jehovah, over

Israel; and I played before Jehovah.
93 And I will make myself yet more vile

than thus, and will be base in mine

own sight ; and of the handmaids that

thou hast spoken of, of them shall I
 be had in honour. And Michal the

daughter of Saul had no child to the

day of her death.

VII. And it came to pass when the
king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah
had given him rest round about from

% all his enemies, that the king said
to Nathan the prophet, See now, I
dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark
8 of God dwells under curtains. And
Nathan said to the king, Go, do all
that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is
with thee.
¢ And it came to pass that night
that the word of Jehovah came to Na-
& than, saying, Go and say to my ser-
vant, to David, Thus saith Jehovah:

‘Wilt thou build me a house for me
8 to dwell in? For I have not dwelt

in a house since the day titat I brought

30

¢ Or ‘ broken loose ;" others, ‘slipped.’

» Meaning, ‘ Breach of Uzzah.” ® Qr ‘a ration (of flesh].’
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up the children of Israel out of Egypt,
even to this day, but I went about in
7a tent and in a tabernacle. In all
my going about with all the children
of Israel, did I speak a word with any
of the tribes of Israel whom I com-
manded to feed my people Israel, say-
ing, Why build ye me not a house of

8 cedars? And now, thus shaltthousay
unto my servant David, Thus saith
Jehovah of hosts: I took thee from
the pasture-grounds, from follow-
ing the sheep, to be prince over my

? people, over Israel; and I have been
with thee whithersoever thou went-
est, and have cut off all thine ene-
mies from before thee, and have made
thee a great name, like unto the name
of the great men that are on the earth.

10 And T will appoint a place for my
people, for Israel, and will plant
them, that they may dwell in a place
of their own, and be disturbed no
more; neither shall the sons of
wickedness afflict them any more,
11 gg formerly, and since the time that
I commanded judges to be over my
people Israel. And I have given thee
rest from all thine enemies; and
Jehovah telleth thee that Jehovah
18 will make thee a house. 'When thy
days are fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep
with thy fathers, I will set up thy
seed after thee, which shall proceed
out of thy bowels, and I will establish

18 hig kingdom. It is he whe shall
build a house for my name, and I
will establish the throne of his king-
1 dom for ever. I will be his father,
and he shall be my son. If he com-
mit iniquity, I will chasten him with
the rod of men and with the stripes
18 of the sons of men; but my mercy
shall not depart away from him, as

I took it from Saul, whom I put away

15 from before thee. And thy house
and thy kingdom shall be made firm®
for ever before thee : thy throne shall

17 be established for “ever. According
to all these words, and according to

all this vision, so did Nathan speak
to David.

And king David went in and sat?
before Jehovah, and said, Who am
I, Lord Jehovah, and what is my
house, that thou hast brought me
19 hitherto ? And yet this hath been a

small thing in thy sight, Lord Jeho-

vah; but thou hast spoken also of thy
servant’s house for a great while to
come. And is this the manner® of
1° man, Lord Jehovah? And what can

David say more to thee? for thou,

Lord Jehovah, knowest thy servant.
31 For thy word's sake, and according

to thine own heart, hast thou done

all this greatness, to make thy ser-
32 vant know {it]. Wherefore thou art
great, Jehovah Elohim ; for there is
none like thee, neither is there any

God beside thee, according to all that
8 we have heard with our ears. And

who is like thy people, like Ierael,

the one nation in the earth that

God went! to redeem to be a people

to himself, and to make himself a

name, and to do for them® great

things and terrible, for thy land, be-
fore thy people, which thou redeem-
edst to thyself from Egypt, from the
" nations and their gods? - And thou
hast established to thyself thy peo-
ple Israel to be a people unto thee
for ever; and thou, Jehovah, art be-
% come their God. And now, Jehovah
Elohim, the word that thou hast
spoken concerning thy servant and
concerning his house, fulfil it for
% gver, and do as thou hast said. And
let thy name be magnified for ever,
sayin%, Jehovah of hosts is God
over Israel; and let the house of
thy servant David be established
37 before thee. For thou, Jehovah of
hosts, the God of Israel, hast re-
vealed to thy servant, saying, I will
build thee a house; therefore hath
thy servant found in his heart to
8 pray this prayer unto thee. And
now, Lord Jehovah, thou art that

18

¢ Or ‘made sure.’
4 Or * tarried:’ see Keil.

e Lit. ‘law.’

f “Went’ is plural here.
¢ Lit. ‘ for you."
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God,k and thy words are true, and
thou hast promised this goodness

3 ynto thy servant; and now let it
please thee to bless the house of thy
servant, that it may be before thee for
ever; for thou, Lord Jehovah, hast
spoken it ; and with thy blessing shall
the house of thy servant be blessed
for ever.

VIII. And after this it came to pass
that David smote the Philistines, and
subdued them ; and David took the
power! of the capital’ out of the hand

% of the Philistines. And he smote the
Moabites, and measured them with
a line, making them lie down on the
ground ; and he measured two lines to
put to death, and one full line to keep
alive. And the Moabites became Da-
vid's servants, [and] brought gifts.

8 And David smote Hadadezer, the
son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he
went to recover his dominion* by

4 the river Euphrates. And David
took from him one thousand seven
hundred horsemen, and twenty thou-
sand footmen; and David houghed
all the chariot [horses], but reserved
of them [for] a hundred chariots.

& And the Syrians of Damascus came
to help Hadadezer king of Zobah,
and David smote of the Syrians twen-

8 ty-two thousand men. And David
put garrisons in Syria of Damascus ;
and the Syrians became servants to
David, [and] brought gifts. And Je-
hovah preserved David whitherso-

7 ever he went. And David took the
shields of gold that were on the
servants of Hadadeger, and brought

& them to Jerusalem. And from Betah,
and from Berothai, cities of Hadad-
ezer, king David took exceeding
much bronze.

® And Toi king of Hamath heard
that David had smitten all the forces

10 of Hadadezer; and Toi sent Joram
his son to king David, to inquire of

his welfare, and to congratulate! him,

because he had fought against Hadad-

ezer and smitten him ; for Hadadezer
was continually at war with Toi.

And he brought with him vessels of

silver, and vessels of gold, and vessels
U of bronze. Them also king David

dedicated to Jehovah, with the silver

and the gold that he had dedicated

of all the nations that he had sub-
12 dued: of the Syrians, and of the
Moabites, and of the children of
Ammon, and of the Philistines, and
of the Amalekites, and of the spoil of
Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king
of Zobah.

And David made him a name
when he returned, after he had smit-
ten the Syrianse™ in the valley of salt,
14 gighteen thousand {men]. And he
%ut garrisons in Edom : throughout

dom did he put garrisons; and all
they of Edom became servants to
David. And Jehovah preserved Da-
vid whithersoever he went.

And David reigned over all Israel ;
and David executed judgment® and
18 justice to all his people. And Joab

the son of Zeruiah was over the host;

and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud
17 was chronicler; and Zadok the son
of Ahitub, and Ahimelech the son of

Abiathar, were the priests; and Se-
19 rainh was scribe; and Benaiah the

son of Jehoiada was.over the Chereth-

ites and the Pelethites ;° and David’s
sons were chief rulers.

IX. And David said, Is there yet any
that is left of the house of Saul, that

1 may shew him kindness for Jona-

% than's sake ? And there was of the
house of Saul a servant whose name
was Ziba; and they called him to

David. And the king said to him,

Art thou Ziba? And he said, Thy
$servant! And the king said, Is

there not yet any of the house of

Saul, that I may shew the kindness

18

18

» Or ‘ Thou art the 8ame,~God:’ see Neh. ix.
7, and compare Deut. xxxii, 30,

i Lis, * the bridle,’ or ‘ curb.’

JOr' Methe%-hmmah.'

 Or ‘ re-establish his power.”

U Lit. ‘ bless.”

= 8ome rend Edomites, om for e,

= Or ‘ right.’

¢ The Executioners (a sort of body guard), and
the Bunners,
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of God to him? And Ziba said to
the king, Jonathan has yet a son,
¢ who is lame on [his] feet. And the
king said to him, Where is he ? And
Ziba said to the king, Behold, he is
in the house of Machir the son of
Ammiel, in Lodebar.
8 And king David sent, and fetched
him out of the house of Machir the
6 gon ‘of Ammiel, from Lodebar. And
Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan,
the sor of Saul, came to David, and
fell on his face and did obeisance.
And David said, Mephibosheth., And
7 he said, Behold thy servant! And
David said to him, Fear not; for I
will certainly shew thee kindness for
Jonathan thy father's sake, and will
restore thee all the land of Saul thy
father; and thou shalt eat bread at
& my table continually. And he bowed
himself, and said, %V'ha.t is thy ser-
vant, that thou shouldest look upon
such & dead dog as I am ?
® Then the king called Ziba, Saul’s
servant, and said to him, I have
given to thy master’s son all that
belonged to Saul and to all his house.
10 And thou, and thy sons, and thy ser-
vants, shall till the land for him,
and thou shalt bring in [the fruits],
that thy master's son may have
food to eat. And Mephibosheth thy
master’s son shall eat bread at my
table continually. Now Ziba had
fifteen sons and twenty servants.
1 And Ziba said to the king, Accord-
ing to all that my lord the king has
commanded his servant, so will thy
gervant do. And Mephibosheth [said
David] shall eat at my table, as one
1 of the king’s sons. And Mephibo-
sheth had a young son, whose name
was Mica.? And all who dwelt in
the house of Ziba were servants to
18 Mephibosheth. So Mephibosheth
dwelt in Jérusalem; for he did eat
continually at the king's table. And
he was lame on both his feet.
X. And it came to pass after this that
the king of the children of Ammon

died, and Hanun his son reigned in
1 his stead. And David said, I will
shew kindness to Hanun the son
of Nahash, as his father shewed
kindoess to me. And David sent to
comfort him by the hand of his ser-
vants for his father. And David's
servants came into the land of the
children of Ammon. And the princes
of the children of Ammon said to
Hapun their loxd, Is it, in thine eyes,
to honour thy father that David has
sent comforters to thee ? Isitnotto
search the city and to spy it out, and
to overthrow it, that David has sent
his servants to thee? And Hanun
took David’s servants, and had the
one half of their beards shaved off,
and their raiment cut off in the
midst, as far as their buttocks, and
sent them away. And they told [it]
to David ; and he sent to meet them,
for the men were greatly ashamed.
And the king said, Abide at Jericho
until your beards be grown, and then
return. 1
¢ And the children of Ammon saw '
that they had made themselves
odious to David; and the children
of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians
of Beth-Relhob, and the Syrians of
Zoba, twenty thousand footmen, and
the king of Maacah [with] a thousand
men, and the men of Tob twelve
thousand men. And David heard
E)f it], and he sent Joab, and all the
ost, the mighty men. And the chil-
dren of Ammon came out, and put
the battle in array at the entrance of
the gate; and the Syrians of Zoba
and of Rehob, and the men of Tob
and Maacah were by themselves in
the field. And Joab saw that the front
of the battle was against him before
and behind ; and he chose out of all
the choice men of Israel, and put
them in array against the Syrians;.
19 and the rest of the people he gave into
the hand of Abishai his brother that
he might array them against the
11 children of Amamon. And he said,

-

-

P 8eo note on Judges xvii. 5.
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If the Syrians be too strong for me,
then thou shalt help me ; and if the
children of Ammon be too strong for
thee, then I will come and help thee.

13 Be strong, and let us shew ourselves
valiant for our people and for the
cities of our God; and Jehovah do

18 what is good in his sight. And Joab
drew near, and the people that were
with him, unto the baitle against the
Syrians; and they fled before him.

4 And when the children of Ammon
saw that the Syrians fled, they fled
before Abishai, and entered into the
city. And Joab returned from the
children of Ammon, and came to
Jernsalem.

¥  And when the Syrians saw that
they were routed before Isrsel, they

18 gathered themselves together. And
Hadarezer gent, and drew forth the
Syrians that were beyond the river;?
and they came to Helam ; and Sho-
bach the captain of the host of Hadar-

17 ezer [wen;]p before them. And it was
told David ; and he gathered all Is-
rael, and passed over the Jordan, and
came to Helam. And the Syrians set
themselves in array against David,

18 and fought with him. And the Syri-
ans fled before Israel ; and David slew
of the Syrians seven hundred [in]
chariots, and forty thousand horse-
men, and smote Shobach the captain

12 of their host, who died there. And
all the kings that were servants to
Hadarezer saw that they were routed
before Israel, and they made peace
with Israel, and served them. And
the Syrians feared to help the chil-
dren of Ammon any more.

XI. And it came to pass, af the return
of the year, at the time when kings
go forth, that David sent Joab, and
his servants with him, and all Israel;
and they laid waste the [land of the]
children of Ammon, and besieged
Rabbah. But David abode at Jeru-

% salem. And it came to pass at even-
ing time that David arose from off

11 house ?

12 not do this thin

his couch, and walked upon the roof
of the king’s house; and from the
roof he saw & woman bathing, and
® the woman was very beautiful ; and
David sent and inquired after the
woman. And one said, Is not this
Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam,
4 the wife of Urijah the Hittite ? And
David sent messengers, and took her ;
and she came in to him, and he lay
with her; and she had purifiedr
herself from her unecleanness; and
8 ghe returned to her house. And the
woman conceived, and sent and told
David, and said, I am with child.
¢ And David sent to Joab [saying],
Send me Urijah the Hittite. And
7 Joab gent Urijah to David. And
when Urijah had come to him, David
asked how Joab prospered,* and how
the people prospered, and how the
8 war prospered. And David said to
Urijah, Go down to thy house and
wash thy feet. And Urijah departed
out of the king’s house, and there
followed him presents from the king.
? And Urijah si)ept at the entrance of
the king’s house with all the servants
of his lord, and went not down to

19 hig house. And they had told David

saying, Urijah did not go down to
his house ; and David said to Urijah,
Art thou not come from a journey ?
why didst thou not go down to th
And Urijah said to David,
The ark, and Israel, and Judah
abide in booths; and my lord Joab,
and the servantg of my lord, are en-
campedinthe open fields: shall I then
go into my house, to eat and to drink,
and to lie with my wife? [As] thou
livest, and [as] thy soul liveth, I will
i. And David said
to Urijah, Abide here to-day also, and
to-morrow I will let thee depart.
And Urijah abode in Jerusalem that

18 day and the morrow. And David

jnvited him and he ate and drank
before him ; and he made him drunk.
And in the evening he went out to

4ie., the Euphrates,
r Or ' and she purified.’

» Lit. ‘about the prosperity of....’ (three

times repeated).
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lie on his couch with the servants of
his lord, but did not go down to his
house.

And it came to pass in the morn-
ing, that David wrote a letter to
15 Joab, and sent it by Urijah. And

he wrote in the letter saying, Set

Urijah in the front of the thickest

fight, and withdraw from him, that
16 he may be smitten and die. And it

came to pass as Joab watched the
city, thathe assigned Urijah toa place
where he knew that the valiant men
17 were. And the men of the city went
out and fought with Joab ; and there
fell some of the people, of the servants
of David; and Urijah the Hittite
16 djed also. 'Then Joab sent and told
¥ David all the matters of the war; and
charged the messenger saying, When
thou hast ended telling the matters
20 of the war to the king, and if so be
that the king’s wrath arise, and he
say to thee, Why did ye go so near
to the city to fight ? did ye not know
that they would shoot from the wall ?
31 Who smote Abimelech the son of
Jerubbesheth? did not a woman cast
the upper stone of a handmill from
the wall, that he died in Thebez ?
why did ye go near the wall 2—then
gay thou, Thy servant Urijah the
Hittite is dead also.

And the messenger went; and he
came and told David all that Joab
3% had sent him for. And the messen-

ger said to David, The men prevailed

against us, and came out against us
into the field, and we were upon
them as far as the entrance of the
% gate. And the shooters shot from
upon the wall against thy servants ;
and some of the king’s servants are
dead, and thy servant Urijah the
 Hittite is dead also. Then David
said to the messenger, Thus shalt
thou say to Joab: Let not this thing
displease thee, for the sword devours
one a8 well as another: make thy
battle strong against the city, and
overthrow it ;—and encourage him.

14

6 And the wife of Urijah heard that
Urijah her husband was dead, and

%7 ghe mourned for her husband. And
when the mourning was past, David
sent and fetched her to his house,
and she became his wife, and bore
him a son. But the thing that
David had done was evil in the sight
of Jehovah.

XII. And Jehovah sent Nathan to
David. And he came to him, and
said to him, There were two men in
one city; the onerich, and the other

3poor. The rich had very many

® flocks and herds; but the poor man
had nothing at all, but one little
ewe lamb which he had bought, and
was nourishing; and it grew up
with him, and together with his
children: it ate of his morsel, and
drank of his own cup, and slept in his
bosom, and was to him 28 a daugh-
¢ ter, And there came a traveller to
the rich man, and he spared to take
of his own flock and of his own herd,
to dress for the wayfaring man that
had come to him; and he took the
poor man’s lamb, and dressed it for

5 the man that had come to him. Then
David's anger was greatly kindled
against the man; and he said to
Nathan, As Jehovah liveth, the man
that hath done this thing is worthy of

¢ death ;t and he shall restore the lamb
fourfold, because he did this thing,
and because he had no pity.

7 And Nathan said to David, Thoun
art the man! Thus saith Jehovah
the God of Israel: I anointed thee
king over Israel, and 1 delivered

¢ thee out of the hand of Saul; and I
gave thee thy master’s house, and
thy master's wives into thy bosom,
and gave-thee the house of Israel
and of Judah; and if [that] had
been too little, I would meoreover
have given unto thee such and such

¢ things. Wherefore hast thou de-
spised the word of Jehovah to do
evil in bis sight ? thou hast smitten
Urijeh the Hittite with the sword,

t Lit, ‘ is & son of death.’
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and hast taken his wife to be thy
wife, and hast slain him with the
sword of the children of Ammon.
10 Now therefore the sword shall never
depart from thy house ; because thou
hast despised me, and hast taken the
wife of Urijah the Hittite to be th
11 wife. Thus saith Jehovah: Behol
T will raise up evil against thee out
of thine own house, and I will take
thy wives before thine eyes, and give
them unto thy neighbour, and he
shall lie with thy wives in the sight
1 of this sun. For thou didst [it]
secretly; but I will do this thing
before all Israel and before the sun.
And David said to Nathan, I have
sinned against Jehovah. And Na-
than said to David, Jehovah has also
put away thy sin: thou shalt not
1 die. Howbeit, because by this deed
thou hast given great occasion to the
enemies of Jehovah to blaspheme,
even the child that is born to thee
16 ghall certainly die. And Nathan de-
parted to his house.
And Jehovah smote the child that
Urijah’s wife bore to David, and
16 it became very sick." And David
besought God for the child; and
David fasted, and went in, and lay
17 all night on the earth. And the
elders of his house arose, [and went)
to him, to raise him wup from the
earth ; but he would not, and he ate
18 no bread with them. And it came
to pass on the seventh day, that the
child died. And the servants of
David feared to tell him that the
child was dead; for they said, Be-
hold, while the child was yet alive,
we spoke to him, and he would not
hearken to our voice; and how shall
we say to him, The child is dead ? he
¥ may do some harm. But David saw
that his servants whispered, and
David perceived that the child was
dead; and David said to his servants,
Is the child dead? And they said,
90 Heo is dead. Then David arose from

18

the earth, and washed, and anointed
himself, and changed his clothing,
and entered into the house of Jeho-
vah and worshipped ; then he came
to his own house and required them
to set bread before him, and he ate.
31 And his servants eaid to him, What
thing is this which thou hast done ?
thou didst fast and weep for the
child alive ; but as soon as the child
is dead, thou dost rise and eat bread.
1 And he said, While the child was

yot alive, I fasted and wept; for I

thought,” Who knows ? [perhaps] Je-

hovah will be gracious to me, that the
%8 child may live. But now he is dead,
why should I fast? can I bring him
back again? I shall go to him, but
he will not return to me.

And David comforted Bathsheba
his wife, and went in to her and lay
with her; and she bore a son, and
he called his name Solomon ;* and
88 Jehovah loved him. And he sent
by the hand of Nathan the prophet ;
and he called his name Jedidiah,¥ for
Jehovah’s sake.

And Josb fought against Rabbah
of the children of Ammon, and took
% the royal city. And Joab sent mes-

sengers to David, and said, I have

fought against Rabbah, and have
% taken the city of waters. And now
gather the rest of the people, and
encamp against the city and take it :
lest I take the city and it be called
% by my name. And David gathered

n}.’l the people, and went to Rabbah,

and fought against it and took it.
% And he took the crown of their king

from off his head, the weight of
which was a talent of gold with

[the})precious stones; and it was [set]

on David’s head; and he brought

forth the spoil of the city in great
81 ghundance. And he brought out the
people that were in it, and put them
under the saw, and under harrows
of iron, and under axes of iron, and
made them pass through the brick-

b 1

36

v Or ‘sick unto death,’
* Lit. * said.’

* Meaning, * Peaceful

7 Meaning, ‘ Beloved of Jehovah.’




II SAMUEL XII. XIIIL

kilns. And so did he to all the ocities
of the children of Ammon. And
David and all the people returned to
Jerusalem.

XIII. And it came to pass after this,
that Absalom the son of David hav-
ing a beautiful sister, whose name
was Tamar, Amnon the son of David

'loved her., And Amnon was so
vexed, that he fell sick for his sister
Tamar ; for she was a virgin; and it
seemed difficnlt for Amnon to do the

8 Jeast thing to her. And Amnon had
a friend whose name was Jonadab,
the son of Shimeah David’s brother;
and Jonadab was a very shrewd

4man. And he said to him, Why dost
thou, the king’s son, get thinner from
morning to morning ? 'Wilt thou not
tellme ? And Amnon said to him, I
love Tamar, my brother Absalom’s

8 gister. AndJonadab said to him, Lay
thee down on thy bed and feign thy-
self sick ; and when thy father comes
to see thee, say to him, I pray thee,
let my sister Tamar come, and give
me food, and dress the food in my
sight, that I may see it, and eat 1t

¢ from her hand. So Amnon lay down
and feigned himself sick; and the
king came to see him, and Amnon
said to the king, I pray thee, let
Tamar my sister come, and e a
couple of cakes in my sight, that I
may eat from her hand.

7 And David sent home to Tamar,
saying, Go, I pray thee, to thy brother
Amnon's houss, and dress him food.

8 And Tamar went to her brother Am-
non’s house ; and he had lain down.
And she took flour and kneaded it,
and made cakes in his sight, and

® baked the cakes. And she took the

an, and poured them out before
im; but he refused to eat. And
Amnon said, Put every man out
from me. Aid they went out every
¥ man from him. And Amnon said
to Tamar, Bring the dish into the
chamber, that I may eat of thy hand.
And Tamnar took the cakes that she

had made, and brought them into

the chamber to Amnon her brother.
11 And she presented them to him to

eat; and he took hold of her, and
said to her, Come, lie with me, my
8 gister. And she said to him, No,
my brother, do not humble me; for
no such thing is done in Iarael: do
18 not this infamy. And I, whither
shall T carry my reproach? and
thou wouldest be as one of the in-
famous in Israel. And now, I pra;
thee, speak to the king ; for he w1ﬁ
1 not withhold me from thee. But he
would not hearken to her voice, and
was stronger than she, and humbled
her and lay with her.

And Amnon hated her with an
exceeding great hatred, for the
hatred with which he hated her was
greater than the love with which he
had loved her. And Amnon said
16 to her, Arise, be gone. And she

said to him, There is no cause for |-

this evil in sending me away, [which]
is greater than the other that thou
didst to me. But he would not
17 hearken to her. Then he called his
young man that attended upon him,
and said, Put now this {woman] out
from me, and bolt the door after her.
18 Now she had a vest of many colours*®
upon her; for so were the king’s
daughters that were virgins apparel-
led. And his attendant brought her
out, and bolted the door after her.
¥ And Tamar put ashes on her head,
and rent her vest of many colours
which was on her, and laid her hand
on her head, and went away, crying
out as she went.

And Absalom her brother said to
her, Has Amnon® thy brother been
with thee? and now, my sister, be
still: he is thy brother; take not
this thing to heart. And Tamar re-
mained, and [that] desolate, in her
1 brother Absalom’s house. And king

David heard of all these things, and
% he was very angry. And Absalom

spoke to Amnon neither good nor

15

20

* 8ee on Gen. xxxvii. 8,

s Hebh, Aminon.
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bad; for Absalom hated Amnon, be-

cause he had humbled his sister

Tamar. -

And it came to pass after two full
years, that Absalom had sheep-
shearers in Baal-Hazor, which 18
beside Ephraim; and Absalom in-
3 vited ell the king's sons. And Ab-

salom came to the king, and said,

Behold, now, thy servant has sheep-

shearers; let the king, I pray thee,

and his servants go with thy servant.

% And the king said to Absalom, No,
my son, let us not all go, lest we be®
burdensome to thee. And he urged
him, but he would not go; and he

88 blessed him. And Absalom said, If
not, I pray thee, let my brother Am-
non go with us. And the king said
o0 him, Why should he go with thee ?

27 But Absalom pressed him ; and he
let Amnon and all the king’s sons
go with him,

‘| #8  And Absalom commanded his ser-
vants saying, Mark ye now when
Amnon’s heart is merry with wins,
and when I say to you, Smite Am-
non; then slay him, fear not: have
not I commanded you? be coura-

# geous, and be valiant. And the ser-

vants of Absalom did to Amnon as

Absalom had commanded. Then all

the king’s sons arose, and they rode

each upon his mule and fled.

And it came to pass, while they
were in the way, that tidings came
to David saying, Absalom has smit-
ten all the king’s sons, and there is
8 not one of them left. Then the king

arose, and rent his garments, and

lay on the earth ; and all his servants
stood by with their garments rent.

%3 And Jonadab, the son of Shimeah
David’'s brother, answered and said,
Let not my lord suppose that they
have slain all the young men the
king’ssons; for Amnon onlyis dead;
for I‘; the appointment of Absalom
this has been determined from the
day that he humbled his sister Tamar.

28
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8 And now let not my lord the king
take the thing to heart, to say, All
the king’s sons are dead ; for Amnon

8¢ only is dead. And Absalom fled.
And the young man that watched
lifted up his eyes and looked, and
behold, there came much people from
the way behind him, from the hill-

8 gide. And Jonadab said to the king,
Behold, the king’s sons come : as thy

88 gervant said, so it is. And a8 soon a8

he had ended speaking, behold, the

king’s sons came, and lifted up their

voice and wept ; and thekingalsoand

all his servants wept very bitterly.
And Absalom t{)ed, and went to

Talmai, the son of Ammihud, king

of Geshur. And [David] mourned

8 for his son every day. Now Absa-
lom fled, and went to Geshur, and

% was there three years. And king
David longed to go forth to Absalom;
for he wae comforted concerning
Amnon, seeing he was dead.

XIV. And Jogb the son of Zeruish
perceived that the king's heart was

i toward Absalom. And Joab sent to
Tekoah, and fetched thence a wise
woman, and said to her, I pray thee,
feign thyself to be a mourner and
put on mourning garments, I pray,
and anoint not thyself with oil, but
be as a woman that hath a long time

8 mourned for the dead ; and come to
the king, and speak after this manner
to him. And Joab put the words into
her mouth.

¢ And the woman of Tekoah spoke?
to the king, and she fell on her face
to the ground and did obeisance,

t and said, Save, O king! And the
king said to her, What aileth thee ?
And she said, I am indeed a widow
woman, and my husband is dead.

¢ And thy bondmaid had two sons, and
they two strove together in the field,
and there was none to part® them,
but the one smote the other and

7glew him. And behold, the whole
family is risen against thy bondmaid,

87

b Lit, ‘and we will not be.’
¢ Or ‘all the time,’

4 8ome MSS and all the versions read * came.’
¢ Lit, ‘ there wus no deliverer between.’
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and they say, Deliver him that smote
his brother, that we may put him to
death, for the life of his brother whom
he killed ; and we will destroy the
heir also: so they will quench my
coal which is left, and will not leave
to my husband & name or remnant
8 on the earth. And the king said o
the woman, Go to thy house, and I
will give charge concerning thee.
* And the woman of Tekoah said to the
king, Upon me, my lord, O king, be
the iniquity, and upon my father's
house; and the king and his throne
10 he guiltless. And the king said, Who-
ever speaks to thee, bring him to me,
and he shall not touch thee any more.
11 Then she said, I pray thee, let the
king remember Jehovah thy God,
that thon wouldest not suffer the re-
vengers of blood to destroy any more,
lest they cut off my son. And he
said, [As] Jehovah lLiveth, there shall
not one hair of thy son fall to the
13 garth. And the woman said, Let thy
bondmaid, I pray thee, speak & word
to my lord tlll)e I%ng. And he said,
18 Speak. And the woman said, Why
then hast thou thought such a thing
against God’s people ? and the king
in saying this thing, is as one guilty,
in that the king does not bring back
14 hig banished one. ¥or we must needs
die, and are as water spilt on the
ground, which cannot be gathered
up again; and God has not taken
away his life, but devises means that
the banished one be not expelled
18 from him. And now that I am come
to speak of this thing to my lord the
king, it is because the people have
made me afraid; and thy bondmaid
said, I. will now speak to the king;
perhaps the king will perform the
18 roquest of his handmaid. For the
king will hear, to deliver his hand-
maid out of the hand of the man that
would destroy me and my son to-
gether out of the inheritance of God.
17 And thy bondmaid said, Let the word

of my lord the king now be comfort-
able; for as an angel of God, so is my
lord the king to discern good and
bad ; and Jehovah thy God will be!
with thee.

And the king answered and said
to the woman, Hide not from me, I
pray thee, the thing that I shall ask
thee. And the woman said, Let my
19 Jord the king now speak. And the

king said, Is the hand of Joab with

thee in all this? And the woman
answered and said, [As] thy soul
liveth, my lord, O king, there is no
turning to the right hand or to the
left from aught that my lord the king
hag spoken ; for thy servant Joab, he
bade me, and he put all these words
20 into the mouth oF thy bondmaid : in
order to turn the appearance of the
thing® has thy servant Joab done
this thing; but my lord is wise,
according to the wisdom of an angel
of God, to know all that is in the
earth.

And the king said to Joab, Behold
now, I bave done this thing : so go,
bring back the young man Absalom.
12 And Joab fell to the ground on his

face and bowed himself, and blessed

the king; and Joab said, To-day thy
gervant knows that I have found
favour in thy sight, my lord, O king,
in that the king has fulfilled the re-
8 quest of his® servant. And Joabarose
and went to Geshur, and brought
34 Absalom to Jerusalem. And the
king said, Let him turn to his own
house, and let him ‘not see my face.
And Absalom withdrew to his own
house, and saw not the king's face.

But in all Israel there was none
to be so much praised as Absalom
for his beauty: from the sole of his
foot even to the crown of his head
36 there was no blemish in him. And

when he shaved his head (for it was

at every year's end that he shaved
it, because it was heavy on him,
therefore he shaved it), he weighed

18

1

£0r‘...God bo.
¢ Or * to give this turn to [my] speech.”

b Ag the Chetiv. Keri'thy.
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the hair of his head at two hundred
97 shekels after the king’s weight. And
to Absalom there were born three
sons, and one daughter, whose name
was Tamar: she was & woman of &
beautiful countenance.

8o Absalom dwelt two full years
in Jerusalem, and did not see the
% king’s face. Then Absalom sent for

Joab, to send him to the king; but

he would not come to him; and he

sent again the second time, but he

8 would not eome. Then he said to-
his servants, See, Joab’s allotment is
near mine! and he has barley there:
go and sef it on fire. And Absalom’s
gervants set the allotment on fire.

81 Then Joab arose, and came to Absa-
lom to [his] house, and said to him,
‘Why have thy servants set my allot-

8 ment on fire? And Absalom said
to Joab, Behold, I sent to thee, say-
ing, Come hither, that I may send
thee to the king, to say, Why am I
come from Geshur ? it would have
been better for me to be there still.
And now let me see the king’s face;
and if there be iniquity in me, let

88 him slay me. And Joab came to the
king, and told him. And he called
Absalom, and he came to the king,
end bowed himself on his facé to the
ground before the king ; and the king
kissed Absalom.

XV. And it eame to pass after® this,
that Absalom prepared for himself
chariots and horses, and fifty men

%to run before him. And Absalom
rose early, and stood beside the way
of the gate ; and it was so, that when
any man who had & controversy had
to come to the king for judgment,
then Absalom called him, and said,

Of what eity art thou? And he said,

Thy servant is of one of the tribes of

® Tarael. And Absalom said to him,

Bee, thy matters are good and right;

but there is no man to hear thee

4 [appointed] by the king. And Absa-

26

lom said, Oh that I were made judge
in the land, that every man who has
any controversy and cause might
come to! me, and I would do him

® justice! Andit wasso, that when any
man came near to do him obeisance,
he put forth his hand, and took him,

¢ and kissed him. Andin this manner
did Absalom to all Israel that came
to the king for judgment ; and Absa-
lom stole the hearts of the men of
Israel.

7 And it came to pass at the end of
forty = years, that Absalom said to the
king, I pray thee, let me go and pay
in Hebron my vow which I have

8 vowed to Jehovah. For thy servant
vowed a vow while I abode in Geshur
in Syria, saying, If Jehovah shall
bring me again indeed to Jerusalem,

¢ then I will serve Jehovah. And the
king said to him, Go in peace. And
he rose up and went to Hebron.

10 And Absalom sent emissaries® into
all the tribes of Israel, saying, When
ye hear the sound of the trumpet, ye
shall say, Absalom reigns in Hebron.

11 And with Absalom went two hun-
dred men out of Jerusalem, that
were invited ; and they went in their
simplicity, and they knew nothing.

12 And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the

@ilonite, David’s counsellor, from his
city, from Giloh, while he offered
the sacrifices. And the conspiracy
gathered strength ; and the people in-
creased continnally with Absalom.
And there came one to David who
roported saying, The hearts of the
14 men of Israel are after Absalom. And
David said to all his servants that
were with him at Jerusalem, Rise u
and let us flee ; for we shall not [elsef
escape from Absalom. Be quick to
depart, lest he overtake us quickly,
and bring evil upon us, and smite the

18 city with the edge of the sword. And
the king's servants said to the king,
Behold, thy servants [will do] what-

18

 Lit, ‘ at my hand.’
k Or ‘ soon after.’

1 Or ‘round by,’” by: as Ex, xviil. 13, &o.

= 8ome MSS of Jerome’s, with some other ver-
sions, Josephus, &c., have ‘four.’
» Lit. ‘ spies.’
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ever my lord the king shall choose.
16 And the king went forth, and all his
" household after him, and the king left

ten women, concubines, to keep the

1 house. And the king went forth, and
all the people after him, and stayed

18 at the remote house.® And all his ser-
vants passed on beside him ; and all
the Cherethites, and all the Peleth-
ites, and all the Gittites, six hundred
men that came after him from Gath,
passed over before the king.

And the king said to Ittai the
Qittite, Why dost thoualso gowith us?
return to tﬂy place, and abide with
the knng; for thou art a foreigner, and
besides, thou hast emigrated to the
* place where thou [dwellest]. Thou

didst come yesterday, and should I

this day make thee go up and down

with us, seeing I go whither I can ?

Return and take back thy brethren.
# Mercy and truth be with thee !? And

Ittai answered the king and said,
{Aa Jehovah liveth, and [as] my
ord the king liveth, surely in what

place my lord the king shall be,

whether in-death or life, even there

8 also will thy servant be. And David
eaid to Ittal, Go and pass over. And
Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all
his men, and all the little ones that
were with him,

#  And all the country wept with a
loud voice, and all the people passed
over; the king also himself passed
over the torrent Kidron, and all the
people passed over, towards the way

# of the wilderness. And behold, Za-

dok also, and all the Levites with

him, bearing the ark of the covenant
of God ; and they set down the ark of

God ; and Abiathar went up, untit all

the people had passed completely out

of the city.

And the king said to Zadok, Carry
back the ark of God into the city. If
I ghall find favour in the eyes of Je-

19

hovah, he will bring me again, 4nd
6 gshew me it, and its habitation. But

if he thus say, I have no delight in

thee; behold, (here am] I, let him
do to me as seemeth good to him.
37 And the king said to Zadok the
priest, Thou art the seer :% return into
the city in peace, and your two sons
with you, Ahimesaz thy son, and
28 Jonathan the son of Abiathar. See,

1 will stopin the plains® of the desert,

until there come word from you to
9 inform me. And Zadok and Abiathar
carried the ark of God again to Jetu-
salem; and they abode there.

But David went up by the ascent
of the Olives, and wept as he went
up, and had his head covered, and
he went barefoot; and all the people
that was with him covered every man
his head, and they went up, weeping
a8 they went up.

And one told David saying, Ahithe-
phel is among the eonspirators with
Abgalom, Then said David, Jeho-
vah, I pray thee, turn the counsel of
8 Ahithophel into foolishness. And it

came to pass, when David had eome

to the summit, where he worshipped

God, that behold, Hushai the Archite

came to meet him with bis coat rent,
8 and earth upon his heed. And David

said to him, If thou passest on with
me, thou wilt be a burden to me;
% but if thou return te the city, and
say to Absalom, I will be thy ser-
vant, O king; as I have been th
father’s servant hitherto, 8o now wi

I be thy servant; then mayest thou

for me defeat the counsel of Ahitho-
® phel. And hast thou not there with

thee Zadok and Abiather the priests ?
and it shall be, {that] whatsoever
thing thou shalt hear out of the king’s
house, thou shalt tell it to Zadok and
8¢ Abiathar the priests. Behold, they
have there with them their two gons,
Ahimaaa Zadok's [son],and Jonathan

80
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° Or ‘at Beth-Merchak.’

. u; Or * brethren with thee [in] mercy and faith.
neas.
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Abisthar'sson ; and by them ye shall
send to me everything that ye shall

7 hear. And Hushai David's friend
came into the city, and Absalom came
into Jerusalem.

XVI. And when David was a little
past the summit, behold, Ziba, Mephi-
bosheth’s servant,® met him, with a
couple of asses saddled, and upon
them two hundred [loaves] of bread,
and a hundred raisin-cakes, and o
hundred cakes of summer fruits, and

3 g flask of wine. And the king said
to Ziba, What meanest thou by these ?
And Ziba said, The asses are for the
king's household to ride on; and the
bread and summer fruits for the young
men to eat; and the wine, that such
as are faint in the wilderness may

3 drink. And the kingsaid, And where
is thy master's son ? And Ziba said
to the king, Behold, he abides at Je-
rusalem ; for be said, To-day shall the
house of Israel restore me the king-

¢ dom of my father. And the king said
to Ziba, Behold, thine are all that per-
tained to Mephibosheth. And Ziba
said,] humbly bow myself: may1find
favour in thy sight, my lord, O king.

8 And when king David came to
Bahurim, behold, there came out
from thence a man of the family of
the house of Saul, whose name was
Shimei, the son of Gera: he came

¢ forth, and cursed, and cast stones at
David, and at all the servants of
king David; and all the people and
all the mighty men were on his right

7 hand and on his left. And thus said
Shimei as he cursed: Away, away,
thou man of blood and man of

8 Belial! Jehovah has returned upon
thee all the blood of the house of Saul,
in whose stead thou hast reigned;
and Jehovah has given the kingdom
into the hand of Absalom thy son;
and behold, thou axt [taken] in thine
own evil, for thou art & man of blood.

% And Abishai the son of Zeruiah
said to the king, Why should this
dead dog curse my lord the king?

let me go over, I pray thee, and take
10 off his head. And the king said,

‘What have I to do with you, ye sons

of Zeruiah? so let him curse, for

Jehovah has said to him, Curse

David! Who shall then say, Why
11 dost thou s0? And David said to

Abishai, and to all his servants, Be-

hold, my son, who came forth of my

bowels, seeks my life: how much
more now & Benjaminite ? let him
alone and let him curse; for Jeho-
13 vah has bidden him. It may be that

Jehovah will look on mine affliction,

and that Jehovah will requite me

good for my being cursed this day.
12 And David and his men went by the

way ; and Shimei went along on the

hill’sside over against him,and cursed

a8 he went, and threw stones at him,
4 and cast dust. And the king, and
all the people that were with him,
came weary, and refreshed them-
selves there.

Now Absalom, and all the people,
the men of Israel, came to Jerusa-
16 Jem, and Ahithophel with him. And

it came to pass, when Hushai the

Archite, David’s friend, came to Ab-

salom, that Hushai said to Absalom,

Long live the king! Long live the
7 king! And Absalom said to Hushai,

Is this thy kindness to thy friend ?

why didst thou not go with thy
18 friend ? And Hushai said to Absa-

lom, No; but whom Jehovah, and

this people, and all the men of Israel

choose, his will I be, and with him
19 will T abide. And again, whom
should I gerve ? should it not be in
the presence of his son? as I have
served in thy father's presence, so
will I be in thy presence.

And Absalom said to Ahithophel,
Give counsel among you what we
1 ghall do. And Abithophel said to

Absalom, Go in to thy father’s con-

cubines, whora he has left to keep

the house; and all Israel shall hear
that thou art become odious with thy
father; and the hands of all that are

1%

20
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11 SAMUEL XVI. XVIIL.

% with thee shall be strong. So they
spread a tent for Absalom upon the
roof; and Absalom went in to his
father's concubines in the sight of

38 ]l Ysrael. And the counsel of Ahitho-
phel, which he counselled in those
days, was as if a man had inquired
of the word of God: so was all the
counsel of Ahithophel both with
David and with Absalom.

XVII. And Ahithophel said to Absa-
lom, Let me, I pray, choose out twelve

_ thousand men, and I will arise and

$ pursue after David to-night; and I
will come upon him while he is weary
and weak-handed, and will make him
afraid; and all the people that are
with him shall flee ; and I will emite

8 the king only; and I will bring back
allthe people to thee. The man whom
thou seekest is as if all returned : all

4 the people shall be in peace. And the
saying was right in the eyes of Absa-
lom, and in the eyes of all the elders

8 of Israel. And Absalom said, Call
now Hushai the Archite also, and we

6 will hear also what he says. And
Hushai came to Absalom, and Absa-
lom spoke to him saying, Ahithophel
has spoken after this manner: shall
virle carry out his word ? If not, speak
thou.

7 And Hushai said to Absalom, The
counsel that Ahithophel has given

8 this time is not good. And Hushai
said, Thou-knowest thy father and
his men, that they are mighty men,
and they are of exasperated spirit,
a8 .a bear robbed of her whelps in
the field ; and thy father is a man of
war, and will not lodge with the

% people. Behold, he is hid now in
some pit, or some such place; and
it will eome to pass, when some of
them fall at the first, whoever heareth
it will say, There has been slaughter
among the people that follow Absa-

10 Jom, and even the valiant man whose
heart is as the heart of a lion shall
utterly melt; for all Israel knows
that thy father is a mighty man, and
they that are with him are valiant

11 men. But I counsel that all Israel be
speedily gathered to thee, from Dan
even to Beersheba, as the sand that
is by the sea for multitude; and
that thou go to battle in thine own

11 person. And we shall come upon him

in some place where he shall be

found, and we will light upon him
as the dew falls on the ground; and
of him and of all the men that are
with him there shall not be left so
much as one. And if he withdraw
into a city, then shall all Israel bring
ropes to that city, and we will draw
it into the torrent, until there be not
one small stone found there. And

Abgalom and all the men of Israel

said, The counsel of Hushai the Ar-

chite is better than the counsel of

Ahithophel. And Jehovah had ap-

pointed to defeat the good counsel of

Ahithophel, in order that Jehovah

might bring evil upon Absalom.
And Hushai said to Zadok and to

Abiathar the priests, Thus and thus

did Ahithophel counsel Absalom and

the elders of Israel; and thus and

thus have I counselled. And now
send quickly, and tell David saying,

Lodge not this night in the plains of

the wilderness, but speedily pass

over; lest the king be swallowed up,
and all the people that are with him.

17 And Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed
by En-rogel; and the maid went
and told them; and they went and
told king David, for they might not

18 be seen to come into the city. But
a lad saw them, and told Absalom.
Then they went both of them away
quickly, and came to the house of a
man at Bahurim, who had a well in
his court; and they went down there.

1% And the woman took and spread the
covering over the well’s mouth, and
:Erea.d ground corn on it; and the

10 thingwasnot known. And Absalom’s
servants came to the woman to the
house, and said, Where are Ahimaaz
and Jonathan? And the woman
said to them, They have gone over
the brook of water. And they sought

18

14
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and could not find {them], and re-
turned to Jerusalem.

And it came to pass after they had
departed, that they came up out of
the well, and went and told king Da-
vid; and they said to David, Arise and
ﬁass quickly over the water ; for thus

a8 Ahithophel counselled against
33 you. Then David arose, and all the
people that were with him, and they
assed over the Jordan ; by the morn-
ing light there was not one of them
missing that had not gone over the

Jordan.

i Andwhen Ahithopbel saw that his
counsel was not followed, he saddled
his ass, and arose and went to his
house, to his city, and gave charge to
his household, and hanged himself,
and he died ; and he was buried in
the sepulchre of his father.

And David came to Mahansaim.
And Absalom passed over the Jordan,
he and all the men of Isrnel with
% him. And Absalom set Amasa over

the host instead of Joab; which

Amasa was the son of a man whose

name wag Jithra the Israelite,t that

went in to Abigail the daughter of

Nahash, sister to Zeruiash Joab's
3 mother. And Israel and Absalom
encamped in the land of Gilead.

And as soon as David came to Ma-
hanaim, Shobi the son of Nahash of
Rabbah of the children of Ammon,
and Machir the son of Ammiel of Lo-
debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite of
2 Rogelim, brought beds, and basons,

and earthen vessels, and wheat, and

barley, and flour, and parched [corn],
and beans, and lentils, and parched

% [pulse], and honey, and cream, and
sheep, and cheese of kine to David,
and to the people that were with him,
to eat; for they said, The people is
hungry, and weary, and thirsty in
the wilderness.

XVIII. And David marshalled the
people that were with him, and set
captains of thousands and captains

11

"

7

* of hundreds over them. And David
sent forth the people, a third part
under the hand of Joab, and a third
part under the hand of Abishai the
son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and
8 third part under the hand of Ittai
the Gittite. And the king said to
the people, I will surely go forth

® with you myself also. But the peo-
ple said, Thou shalt not go forth, for
if we should in any case fles, they
will not care for us ; neither if half of
us die, will they care for us; for
thow” art worth ten thousand of us;
and now it is better that thom

4 guccour us out of the city. And the
king said to them, I will do what is
good in your sight. And the king
stood by the gate-side, and all the
people came out by hundreds and b

¢ thousands. And the king command-
ed Joab and Abishai and Ittai, say-
ing, [Deal] gently for my sake with
the young man Absalom. And all
the people heard when the king gave
all the captains charge concerning
Abealom.

¢  And the people went out into the
field against Israel; and the battle

7 was in the forest of Ephraim. And
the people of Israel were routed be-
fore the sexvants of David, and there
was & great slaughter there that day:

¢ twenty thousand men. And the bat-
tle was there scattered over the face
of all the country; and the forest
devoured more people that day than

% the sword devoured. And Absalom
found himself in the presence of
David's servants. And Absalom was
riding upon a mule, and the mule
went under the thick boughs of the
great terebinth, and his head caught
in the terebinth, and he was taken up
between the heaven and the earth;
and the mule that was under him

10 went away. And a man saw it, and
told Joab, and said, Behold, I saw
Absalom hanging in & terebinth.

11 And Joab said to the man that told

¢ Probably an error for ‘ Ishmaselite:’ see the
Alex. text of the LXX here, and 1 Chron. ii. 17.

*The common traditional text reads rmy,
‘now; the difference is in one letter : see Keil.
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him, And behold, thou sawest [him],
and why didst thon not smite him
there to the ground? and I would
bave given thee ten silver pieces and
18 3 girdle. And the man said to Joab,
Though I should receive a thousand
silver-pieces in my hand, yet would
1 not put forth my hand against the
king’s son ; forin our hearing theking
charged thee and Abishai and Ittai,
saying, Take care, whoever it be {of
youl] ,¥ of the young man Absalom.
1 Or I should have acted falsely against
mine own * life, for there is no matter
eoncealed from the king, and thou
wouldest have set thyself against
# me]. Then said Joab, I may not
tarry thus with thee. And he took
three spears? in his hand, and thrust
them mto Absalom’s body,* while
he was yet alive in the midst of the
1 terebinth. And ten young men that
bore Joab’s armour surrounded and
smote Absalom, and killed him.
16 And Joab blew the trumpet, and the
eople returned from pursuing after
srael ; for Joab kept back® the peo-
17 ple. And they took Absalom, and
cast him into a great pit in the wood,
and raised a very great heap of
stones upon hi And all Israel
18 flead every ome to his tent. Now
Absalom in his lifetime had taken
and reared up for himself a monu-
ment, which is in the king’s dale;
for he said, I have no son to keep
my name in remembrance; and he
called the monument after his own
name; and it is called unto this day,
Absalom's memorial,
1 And Ahimaaz the son of Zadok
said, Let me run, I pray, and c
the king the news that Jehovah has
20 gvenged him of his enemies. And
Joab said to him, Thou shalt not be a
bearer of news to-day, but thou shalt
carry the news another day; but to-
day thou shalt carry no news, because

'the king's son is dead. Then said
Joab to the Cushite,b Go, tell the
king what thou hast seen. And the
Cushite bowed himself to Joab, and

% ran. And Ahimaaz the son of Zadok
said yet again to Joab, Come what
may, let me, I pray thee, also run
after the Cushite. And Joab said,
‘Why wilt thou run, my son, seeing
that there is no news suited [to thee] ?

9 But, come what may, let me run.

And he said to him, Run. And

Ahimaag ran by the way of the plain,°

and outstripped the Cushite.

And David sat between the two
gates; and the watchman went u
to the roof of the gate, on to the wall,
and lifted up his eyes and looked,
and behold, & man running alone.
% And the watchman cried, and told"

the king. And the king said, If he

be alone, there is news in his mouth.

And he came on and drew near.
2 And the watchman saw another man

running; and the watchman called

to the porter and said, Behold a man
ing alone. And the king said,

37 He also is & bearer of news. And the

watchman said, I see the running of

the foremost like the running of

Ahimsaz the son of Zadok. And the

king said, He is a good man, and

comes with good news.

And Ahimaaz called and said to the
king, Peace! And he fell down to
the earth on his face before the king,
and said, Blessed be Jehovah thy
God, who bas delivered up the men
that lifted up their hand against my
2 Jord the king. And the king said, Is

it well with the young man Absalom ?

And Ahimaaz said, I saw a great

tumult when Joab sent the king's

servant, and me thy servant; but I
80 knew not what it was, And the king

said, Turn aside gand] stand here.

And he turned aside and stood still.
And behold, the Cushite came ; and

W%
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- ?:Eel;s rea(}, with the LXX, ‘ Take care for
m, o,

gAccording to the Keri, The Chetivhas ‘ his.'

v Lit. ‘ rods (staves).’

* Lit. ‘into the midst (heart) of Absalom.’
s Some translate, ‘spared.’

pared.
* Or ‘ Ethiopian ;' some translate, ‘to Cushi.’
e 953: gee on Gen. xiii. 10.




II SAMUEL XVIII. XIX.

the Cushite said, Let mylord the kihg
receive good tidings, for Jehovah
has avenged thee this day of all them
8 that rose up against thee. And the
king said to the Cushite, Is it well
with the young man Absalom ? And
the Cushite said, The enemies of
my lord the king, and all that rise
against thee for evil, be as that young
% man. Andtheking was much'moved,
and went up to the upper chamber of
the gate, and wept; and as he went,
he said thus: O my son Absalom,
my son, my son Absalom! would
God I had died in thy stead, O
Absalom, my son, my son !
XIX., And it was told Joab, Behold,
the king weeps and mourns for Ab-
3 galom. And the victory that day
was [turned] into mourning for all
the people; for the people heard say
that day, The king is grieved for
8 his son. - And the people stole away
that day into the city, as people
steal away when ashamed of flee-
4 ing in battle. And the king covered
his face, and the king cried with &
loud voice, My son Absalom! Absa-
% lom, my som, my son! And Joab
came into the house to the king, and
said, Thou hast put to shame this
day the faces of all thy servants who
have this day saved thy life, and the
lives of thy sons and of thy daughters,
and the lives of thy wives and the
8 lives of thy concubines; in that thou
lovest them that hate thee, and hatest
those that love thee. For thou hast
declared this day, that neither princes
nor servants are anything to thee:
for to-day I perceive, that if Absalom
had lived, and all we had died to-day,
then it would have been right in thine
7 eyes. But now arise, go forth, and
speak consolingly to thy servants;
for I swear by Jehovah, if thou go not
forth, there will not tarry one with
thee this night; and that would be
worse to thee than all the evil that has
befallen thee from thy youth until
% now. Then the king arose, and sat
in the gate. And they told all the

people, saying Behold, the king is
sitting in the gate. And all the people
came before the king.
Now Israel had fled every man to
9 his tent. And all the people were at
strife throughout the tribes of Israel,
saying, The king delivered us out of
the hand of our enemies, and he
saved ug out of the hand of the Philis-
tines; and now he is fled out of the
10 Jand because of Absalom. And Ab-
salom, whom we anointed over us, is
dead in battle ; and now why are ye
silent as to bringing the king back ?

And king David sent to Zadok and
to Abiathar the priests, saying, Speak
to the elders of Judah saying, Why
are ye the last to bring the king back
to his house ? seeing the speech of
all Terael is come to the king, to his
1% house. Ye are my brethren, ye are

my bone and my flesh; and why

will ye be the last to bring back the
18 king ? And say to Amasa, Art thou
not my bone and my flesh? God
do so to me and more also, if thou
be not captain of the host before me
i continually instead of Joab. And he
bowed the heart of all the men of

Judah as of one man ; and they sent

to the king, Return, thou and all thy
15 gorvants. And the king returned and
came as far as the Jordan. And
Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet
the king, to conduct the king over
the Jordan,

And Shimei the son of Gera, the
Benjaminite, who was of Bahurim,
hasted and came down with the men
17 of Judah to meet king David. And

there were a thousand men of Benja-

min with him, and Ziba the servant
of the house of Saul, and his fifteen
sons and his twenty servants with
him; and they forded the Jordan
18 hefore the king. And a ferry boat
{{l:sed to and fro to carry over the
ing's household, and to do what he
thought good. And Shimei the son of

Gera foll down before the king as he

was [just] crossing ove? the Jordan.
¥ And he said to the king, Let not my

11

18
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lord impute iniquity to me, neither
do thou remember that which thy ser-
vant did perversely the day that my
lord the king went out of Jerusalem,
that the king should take it to heart.
% For thy servant knows that I have
sinned ; and behold, I am come the
first this day of all the house of

Joseph to go down {0 meet my lord
2! the king. And Abishai the son of

Zeruiah answered and said, Should

not Shimei be put to death for this,

becanse he cursed Jehovah’s anoint-
22 od? And David said, What have I

to do with {ou, ye sons of Zeruiah,

that ye should this day be adversaries

to me? Should there any man be

put to death this day in Israel? for

do not I know that I am this day
8 king over Israel? And the king said
to Shimei, Thou shalt not die. And
the king swore to him,

And Mephibosheth the son of Saul
came down to meet the king. Now
he had neither washed? his feet, nor
trimmed? his beard, nor washed his
clothes, from the day the king de-
parted until the day he came [again]
28 1n peace. And as soon as Jerusalem

came® to meet the king, the king

said to him, Why didst thou not go
% with me, Mephibosheth? And he
said, My lord, O king, my servant

deceived me; for thy servant said, I

will saddle me the ass, and ride

thereon, and go with the king; for
%7 thy servant is lame. And he has
slandered thy servant to my lord the
king ; but my lord the king is ag an
angel of God; do therefore what is
8 good in thy sight. For all my father's
house were but dead men before my
lord the king ; and thou didst set thy
servant among them that eat at thine
own table. What further right there-

fore have 1? and for what should I
% ery any more to the king? And the

king said to him, Why speakest thou

any more of thy matters? I have
said, Thou and Ziba divide the land.

a4

% And Mephibosheth said to the king,
Let him even take all, since my lord
the king is come again in peace to
his own house.

And Barzillai the Gileadite came
down from Rogelim, and went over
the Jordan with the king, to conduct
*2 him over the Jordan. And Bargillai

was very aged, eighty years old;

and it was he that had maintained
the king while he abode at Maha-
naim ; for he was a very great! man.
8 And the king said to Barzillai, Pass
thou over with me, and I will main-
84 tain thee with me in Jerusalem. And
Barzillai said to the king, How many |
are the days of the years of my life,
that I should go up with the king to
85 Jorusalem ? I am this day eighty
years old : can I discern between good
and bad ? can thy servant taste what

I eat and what I drink ? can I hear

any more the voice of singing men

and singing women ? and why should
thy servant be yet a burden to my
8 Jord the king ? Thy servant will go
a little way® over the Jordan with
the king ; and why should the king re-
compense it to me with this reward ?
3 Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn
back again, that T may die in mine
own city, by the grave of my father
and of my mother. But behold thy
servant Chimbam : let him go over
with my lord the king; and do to
88 him what seems good to thee. And
the king said, Chimham shall go over
with me, and I will do to him that
which seems good to thee; and what-
soever thou shalt require of me, that
% will I do for thee. And all the peo-
ple went over the Jordan; and the
king went over ; and the king kissed

Barzillai, and blessed him; and he
49 returned to his own place. And the
king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham
went on with him; and all the people
of Judah conducted the king, and
also half the people of Israel.

And behold, all the men of Israel

3

41

4 Lit. ‘made.”
e Or ‘as soon a8 he came to Jerusalem.’

! Qr ‘rich.’
€ Or * time.”
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came tothe king, and said to theking,
Why have our brethren the men of
Judah stolen thee away, and have
brought the king, and his household,
and all David’s men with him, over

43 the Jordan? And all the men of
Judah answered the men of Israel,
Because the king is near of kin to
me ; and why then are ye angry for
this matter ? have we eaten anything
which camie from the king, or has he

8 given us any present ? And the men
of Israel answered the men of Judah
and said, I have ten parts in the
king and I have also more right in
David than thou ; and why didst thou
slight me ? and was not my advice
the first, to bring hack my king?
And the words of the men of Judah
were harsher than the words of the
men of Israel.

XX. Andtherehappened to be therea
man of Belial, whose name was Sheba,
the son of Bichri, a Benjaminite ; and
he blew a trumpet, and said, We have
no portion in David, neither have we
inheritance in the son of Jesse : every

f man to his tents, Israel. Then
all the men of Israel went up from
after David, following Sheba the son
of Bichri. But the men of Judah
clave to their king, from the Jordan
even to Jerusalem.

8 And David came to his houss at
Jerusalem ; and the king took the
ten women, concubines, whom he
had left to keep the house, and put
them in a house of confinement and
maintained them, but did not go in
to them. 8o they were shut up unto
the day of therr death, living in
widowhood.

4+ And the king said to Amasa, Call
me the men of Judah together within
three days, and do thou attend here.

8 So Amasa went to call together [the
men of] Judah; but he delayed
longer than the set time which he

¢ had appointed him. And David said
to Abishai, Now shall Sheba the son
of Bichri do us more harm than did
Absalom. Take thou thy lord’s ser-

vants, and pursue after him, lest he
get him fortified cities and escape

? our sight. And there went out after
him Joab’s men, and the Cherethites,
and the Pelethites, and all the mighty
men ; and they went out of Jerusa-
lem, to pursue after Sheba the son of
Bichri.

8  'When they were at the great stone
which is in Gibeon, Amasa came be-
fore them. And Joab was girded
with his coat, his dress, and upon it
was the girdle of the sword which was
fastened on his loins in its sheath;

? and as he went forth it fell out. And
Joab said to Amasa, Art thou well,
my brother? And Joab took Amasa
by the beard with the right hand to

10 k138 himm. And Amasa had taken no
notice of the sword that was in Joab’s
hand : so he smote him with it in the
belly and shed out his bowels to the
ground, and struck him not again ;
and he died. And Joab and Abishai
his brother pursued after Sheba the

" gon of Bichri. And one of Joab's
young men stood by [Amasa] and
said, He that favours Joab, and he
that is for David, let him follow Joab.

12 Now Amasa wallowed in blood in the
midst of the highway. And when
the man saw that all the people stood
still, he removed Amasa out of the
highway into the field, and cast a
aloth upon him, when he saw that
every one that came by stood still.

18 When he was removed out of the
highway, all the people went on after
Joab, to pursue after Sheba the son

14 of Bichri, who went through all the
tribes of Israel to Abel, and to Beth-
Maacah, and all the Berim ; and they
gathered together, and went also after

18 him. And they came and besieged
him in Abel-Beth-Maacah, and they
cast up a bank against the city, and
it was raised in the trench ; and all the
people that were with Joab sapped

16 the wall, to throw it down. And a
wise woman cried out of the city,
Hear, hear: say, I pray you, unto
Joab, Come near hither, that I may




11 SAMUEL XX. XXI,

17 gpeak with thee. And he came near
to her; and the woman said, Art
thou Joab? And he said, I [am
he]. And she said to him, Listen to
the words of thy handmaid. And he

1 gaid, I am listening. And she spoke
saying, They were wont to speak in
ald time saying, Just inquire in Abel ;

¥ and so they ended. I am peaceable

[and] faithful in Israel : thou seekest

to destroy a city and a mother in

Israel. Why wilt thou swallow up
¥ the inheritance of Jehovah? And

Joab answered and said, Far be it,

“far be it from me, that I should
¥ swallow up or destroy. The matter
is pot so; but a man of mount

Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by

nsume, has lifted up his hand against

the king, against David : give up him
only, and I will depart from the
city, And the woman said to Joab,

Behold, his head shall be thrown to
%2 thee over the wall. Then the woman
went to all the people in her wisdom.
And they cut off the head of Sheba
the son of Bichri, and cast it to Joab.
And he blew a trumpet, and they
disiersed from the city, every man
to his tent, And Joab returned to
Jerusalem to the king.

And Joab was over all the host of
Israel; and Benaiah the son of Je-
hoiada was over the Cherethites® and
* over the Pelethites;! and Adoram

was over the levy ; and Jehoshaphat

5 the son of Ahilud was recorder; and
Sheva was scribe ;* and Zadok and

38 Abiathar were priests; and Irs also
the Jairite was David's chief ruler.

XXI. And there was a famine in the
days of David three years, year after
year; and David inquired* of Jeho-
vah. And Jehovah said, It is for
Saul, and for [his) house of blood, be-

% cause ho slew the Gibeonites. And
the king called the Gibeonites, and
spoke to them. (Now the Gibeonites
were not of the children of Israel,
bnt of the remainder of the Amorites;

28

and tlie ehildren of Israel had sworn
to them ; and Saul sought to smite
them in his zeal for the children of
8 Israel and Judah.) And David said
to the Gibeonites, What sball I do
for you ? and with what shall I make
atonement, that ye may bless the
4 inheritance of Jehovah? And the
Gibeonitessaid to him, Asto Saul and
his house, it is with us no question
of receiving silver or gold, neither is
it for us to have any man put to death
in Israel. And he said, What ye say
S will I do for you. And they said to
the king, The man that consun:ed us,
and that devised against us that we
should be destroyed from remaining
¢ in all the borders of Iarael, let seven
men of his sons be given up to us,
and we will hang them up to Jeho-
vah in Gibeah of Saul, the chosen of
Jehovah. And the king said, I will
7 give [them]. But the king spared
Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan
the son of Saul, because of Jehovah’s
oath that was between them, between
David and Jonathan the son of Saul.
& And the king took the two sons of
Rizpah the daughter of Aish, whom
_ she had borne to Saul, Armoni and
Mephibosheth ; and the five sons of
[the sister of »] Michal the daughter
of Saul, whom she had borne to
Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meho-
9 lathite; and he gave them into the
hands of the Gibeonites, and they
hanged them on the hill before Jeho-
vah., And they foll all seven together,
and were put to death in the first
days of the harvest, in the beginning
of barley harvest.

Then Rizpah the daughter of Aiah
took sackcloth, and spread it for her
upon the rock, from the beginning of
harvest until water poured on them
out of the heavens, and suffered
neither the fowl of the heavens to
rest on them by day, nor the beasts
11 of the field by night. And it was

told David what Rizpah the daughter

10

b The Exzecutioners,
{ The Couriers, X Or ‘gecretary.’

! Lit, ‘ yought the face.”
=ia. Merab: sce 1 Bam, xviii. 19,
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of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had
13 done. And David went and took the

bones of Saul and the bones of Jona-

than his son from the men® of Jabesh-

Gilead, who had stolen them from

the open place® of Beth-shan, where

the Philistines had hanged them, the

day the Philistines had smitten Saul
18 jn Gilboa; and he brought up from

thence the bones of Saul and the bones

of Jonethan his son; and they ga-

thered the bones of them that were
1 hanged. And they buried [them] with
the bones of Saul and Jonathan his
son in the country of Benjamin in
Zela, in the sepulchre of Kish his
father ; and they did all that the king
had commanded. And afterwards
God was propitious to the land.

And the Philistines had yet war
again with Israel; and David went
down, and his servants with him,
and fought with the Philistines. And
16 David was exhausted. And Ishbi-

benob, who was of the children of

Raphah? —the weight of his lance

was three hundred shekels¢ of bronze,

and he was girded with new [armour
17 —thought to smite David., And Abi-
shei the son of Zeruiah succoured
him, and smote the Philistine and
killed him. Then the men of David
swore to him saying, Thou shalt go
no more out with us to battle, that
thou guench not the lamp of Israel.
18 Ang it came to pass after this, that
there was again a battle with the
Philistines, at Gob; then Sibbechai
the Hushathite smote Saph, who was
of the children of Raphah.

And there was again a battle at
Gob with the Philistines; and El-
hanan the son of Jaare-oregim, a
Bethlehemite, smote Goliath* the
Gittite ; now the shaft of his spear
was like & weaver's beam.

And there was again a battle, at
Gath; and there was & man [there]

15

19

0

of great stature, that had on each
hand six fingers, and on each foot
six toes, four and twenty in number ;
1 and healso was born to Raphah., And
he defied Israel; but Jonathan the
son of Shimea David’s brother smote
3% him. These four were born to Ra-
Eha.h, in Gath; and they fell by the
and of David, and by the hand of
his servants. - )
XXII. And David spoke to Jehovah
the words of this song in the day
that Jehovah had delivered him out
of the hand of all his enemies, and
% out of the hand of Saul. And hé
said, N
Jehovah is my rock® and my
fortress, and my deliverer;
8 God is myrock,*in him will I trust "—
My shield, and the horn of my sal-
vation, : . '
My high tower, and my refugs,
My saviour : thou wilt save me from
violence. .
¢ I will call upon Jebovah, who is to
be praised ; '
So shall I be saved from min
eneruies. .
L4 For the waves of death encom-
passed me,
Torrents of Belial made me afraid.
¢ The bands of Sheol surrounded me;
The cords of death encountered me ;
7 In my distress I called upon Jehovah,
And I cried to my God;
And he heard my voice out of his
temple,
And my cry [oame)] into his ears.
8 Then the earth shook and quaked ;
The foundations of the heavens
trembled
And shook because he was wroth.
® There went up a smoke out of his
nostrils,
And fire out of his mouth devoured :
Coals burned forth from it.
10 And he bowed the heavens, and came
down; ’

» Or ‘citizens,’ * ya: cf, Judg. ix. 8, 47.
¢ Or ‘ broadway.’

» Or “the giant:* cf, Deut. ii, 11,

1 Lit. ‘ weighta.’

r Bome read ‘ Lahmi, brother of Goliath:’ see
1 Chron, xx. 8. * High rock,

¢ Lit. * God of my rock ’ or * strength.’

v ron, ‘ trust,” as fleeing for refuge: so ver. S1.
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And darkness was under his feet.
n Al;id he rode upon a cherub, and did

Y 5
And he was seen upon the wings of
the wind.
18 And he made darkness round about
him a tent,
Gatherings of waters, thick clouds of
the skies.
1 From the brightness before him
Burned forth coals of fire.
Jehovah thundered from the
heavens,
And the Most High uttered his voice.
1% And he sent arrows, and scattered
[mine enemies*]; -
Lightning, and discomfited them.
18 And the beds of the sea were seen,
The foundations of the world were
uncovered
At the rebuke of Jehovah,
At the blast of the breath of his
nostrils.
He reached forth from above,
he took me,
He drew me out of great waters;
8 He delivered me from my strong
enemy,
From them that hated me;
For they were mightier than I.
% They encountered me in the day of
my calamity ;
But Jehovah was my stay.
'And he brought me forth into &
large place ;
He delivered me, because he de-
lighted in me.
% Jehovah hath rewarded me acoording
to my righteousness,
According to the cleanness of my
hands hath he recompensed me.
9 For I have kept the ways of Jehovah,
And have not wickedly departed from
my God.
* For all his ordinances were before
me,

u
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And his statutes, I did not depart
from them,
3 And I was upright* before him,
And kept myself from mine iniquity.
% And Jehovah hath recompensed me
according to my righteousness,
According to my cleanness in his
sight.
With the gracious? thou dost
shew thyself gracious ;
‘With the upright* man thou dost
shew thyself upright ;
#7 With the pure thou dost shew thyself

pure;
And with the perverse thou dost shew
thyself contrary.
8 And the afflicted people thou dost*
save ;
And thine eyesare upon the haughty,
[whom] thou bringest down.
For thou art my lamp, Jehovah;
And Jehovah enlighteneth my dark-
ness.
% For by thee I have run through a
troop ;
Bymy God have I leaped overa wall.
81 As for God,* his way is perfect ;
The word® of Jehovah is tried :
He is a shicld to all that trust in him.
For who is God,® save Jehovah ¢
And who is a rock, save our God ?
8 God* is my strong fortress,
And he maketh my way perfectly
smooth.°
8¢ Ho maketh my feet like hinds’ {feet],
And setteth me upon my high places.
¢ He teacheth my hands to war,
And mine arms bend a bow of brass;
8 And thou didst give me the shield of
thy salvation,
And thy condescending gentleness
hath made me great.
87 Thou enlargedst my steps under me ;
And mine ankles did not slip.
I pursued mine enemies, and
destroyed them,

* Lit. ‘and scattered them.’ .

*Or ‘perfeot,’” a8 Gen. vi. 9; xvii. 1; Deut.
viii. 18, " 2Ch L4l A

Y yom, “ pious,” ¢ y:’ see ron. vi, 41.
orm of this word msed specifically of the w

Hezekiah in 2 Chron. xxxii, 82, and of Josiah,
Ixxyv. 28, Beo also Psalm iv. 3; xii. 1; xvi. 10,

s Or ‘wilt.”

s El: ‘the Mighty One.’ .

b Here mon, a8 in Deut. xxxiii. 8: see note on
Ps. cxix. 11. ,

° Bome read, as in Pealm xviii, 32, ‘maketh my
way perfect.”
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And I turned not again till they
were consumed.

8 And I have consumed them and
have erushed them, and they rose
not again ;

Yea, they fell under my feet. .

# And thou girdedst me with strength
to battle :

Thou didst subdue under me those
that rose up against me.

41 And mine enemies didst thou make
to turn their backs unto me,

And those that hated me I destroyed.

4 They looked, and there wag none to
save—

Unto Jehovah, and he answered
them not.

# And I did beat them small as the

dust of the earth,

I trod them as the mire of the streets ;

I stamped upon them.
And thou hast delivered me from
the strivings of my people,

Thou hast kept me to be head of the

nations :

A people I knew not doth serve me;

45 Strangers come cringing unto me :

At the hearing of the ear, they obey
me.

4¢ Strangers have faded n.way,

And they come trembling forth from

their close places.
Jehovah lhiveth ; and blessed be
my rock;

And exalted be the God, the rock of

my salvation,

4 The God ® who hath avenged me,

And hath brought the peoples under

i“"

a7

me.
4 He brought me forth from mine
enemies :
Yea, thou hast lifted me up above
them that rose up against me ;
From the man of violence hast thou
delivered me.
80 Therefore will I give thanks to thee,
Jehovah, among the nations,
And will sing psalms to thy name.

51 [1t is he] who giveth great deliver-
ances to! his
And sheweth lovmg -kindness to his
anointed,
To David, and to his seed for ever-
more.
XXIII. Now these are the last words
of David :
David the son of Jesse saith,®
And the man who was raised up on
high,
The anointed aof the God of Jacob,
And the sweet psalmist of Israel
saith,®
2 The Spmt of Jehovah spoke by me,
And his word was on my tongue.
® The God of Iarael said,
The Rock of Israel spoke to me,
Tllae ruler among® men shall be
just,
Ruling in the fear of God ;

¢ And [he shall be] as the hght of the
morning, [like] the rising of the
sun,

A morning without clouds,
& n}from the sunshine, after mm,
he green grass springeth from the

s Alglough my house be not so before

Yet he hath made with me an ever-
lasting covenant,

Ordered in every way and sure;

For (this is] all my salvation, and
every desire,*

Although he make it} not to grow.

8 But [the sons] of Belial [are]
all of them as tharns thrust away,

Because they cannot be taken with
hands ;

7 And the man thet will touch them
provideth himself with iron and
the staff of a spear;

And they shall be utterly burned
with fire in [their] place.

6  These are the names of the mighty

men whom David bad : Joseb-Bas-
sebeth, Tachkemonite! the chief of

‘ Or *fortified.’ * Bl
f Bomwe re.d, with the Keri, ‘[He is} a tower of
deliverance for.
€ See on Num xxiv., 8,
& Or ‘over,’

Gl Or* n]mt ruler over mankind,” owa: see on
en, 1,

XOr* an good ‘pleasure.’

' Pmbnbly an error in the text for ‘the Hach.

monite.’
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the captains: he was Adino the Ez-
nite ; he [fought] against™ eight
hundred, slain [by him|]at one time.
9 And after him, Eleazar the son of
Dodo the son of an Ahohite :® he was
one of the three mighty men with
David, when they had defied the
Philistines that were there gathered
together to battle, and the men of
10 Jsrael were gone up. He arose and
smote the Philistines until his hand
was weary, and his hand clave to the
sword ; and Jehovah wrought a great
deliverance that day ; and the people
retarned after him only to spoil.
And safter him, Shammah the son
of Agee the Hararite : the Philistines
were gathered into a troop, and there
was there a plot of ground full of
lentils, and the people had fled be-
18 fore the Philistines ; and he stood in
the midst of the plot and delivered
it, and smote the Philistines, and Je-
hovah wrought a great deliverance.
18 And three of the thirty chiefs went
down, and came to David in the har-
vest time to the eave of Adullam,
when the troop of the Philistines was
encamped in the valley of Rephaim.
4 And David was then in the strong-
hold; and the Philistines’ garrison
1 was then at Bethlehem. And David
longed, and said, Oh that one would
give me to drink of the water of the
well of Bethlehem, which is in the
18 patel And the three mighty men
broke through the camp of the Philis-
tines, and drew water out of the well
of Bethlehem, which is in the gate,
and took it, and brought it to Davad;
however he would not drink of it, but
17 poured it out to Jehovah. And he
said, Be it far from me, Jehovah,
that I should do this thing! is it not
the blood of the men that went at the
risk of their lives? Therefore he
* would not drink it. These things
did the three mighty men.

1l

18

And Abishai, the brother of Joab,
the son of Zeruiah, was the chief of
three; and Qe brandished his spear
against three hundred and slew them ;
and he had a name among the three.
W Was he not most honourable of
three? and he was their captain ;
but he did not attain to the [first]
three.

And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada,
son of a valiant man, great in exploits,
of Kabzeel : he it was that smote two
lions® of Moab; and he went down
and smote a lion in the midst of a
% pit on a snowy day. He also smote

the Egyptian, an imposing man:

and the Egyptian had a spear in his

bhand; and he went down to him

with a staff, and plucked the spear

out of the Egyptian’s hand, and alew
3 him with his own spear. These

things did Benaiah the son of Je-

hoiada, and he had a name among
¥ the three mighty men. He was
honoured above the thirty, but he did
not attain to the Lfirst] three. And
David set him in his council.

Asahel the brother of Joab was one
of the thirty ; Elhanan the son of
3% Dodo of Bethlehem, Shammah the
3 Harodite, Elika the Harodite, Helez

the Paltite, Ira the son of Tkkesh the
37 Tekoite, Abiezer the Anathothite,
% Mebunnai the Hushathite, Zalmon

the Ahohite, Maharai the Neto-
# phathite, Heleb the son of Baanah,
the Netophathite, Tttai the son of

Ribai of Gibeah of the children of
% Benjanin, Benaiah a Pirathonite,
31 Hiddai of the brooks of Gaash, Abi-

albon the Arbathite, Azmaveth the
8 Barhumite, Eliahba the Shaalbonite,

of the sons of Jashen, Jonathan,
83 Shammah the Ararite, Ahiam the
8¢ gon of Sharar the Ararite, Eliphe-
let the son of Ahasbai, the son of the

Maachathite, Eliam the son of Ahitho-

8 phel the Gilonite, Hezrai? the Car-

20

14

=Or, ag 1 Chron. xi. 11, ‘he brandished his
spear against.’

= Or ‘son of Ahohi.’

° Heb. Ariel, strictly, ‘ lion of God (K?),’ i.e.,

P " SV

‘ great heroes ;* and so 1 Chron. xi. 22,
P As the Keri. For the Chetiv ‘ Hearo,” of.
1 Chron. xi. 37.
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38 melite, Paarai the Arbite, Igal the
son of Nathan of Zobah, Bani the
87 Gadite, Zelek the Ammonite, Naha-
rai the Beerothite, the armour-bearer

88 of Joab the son of Zeruiah, Ira the

89 Tthrite, Gareb the Ithrite, Uriah the
Hittite : thirty-seven in all.

XXIV. And again the anger of Je-
hovah was kindled against Israel,
and he moved David against them
saying, Go, number Israeland Judah.

% And the king said to Joab the captain
of the host, who was with him, Go, I
pray thee, through all the tribes of
Israel, from Dan even to Beersheba,
and count the people, that I may

8 know the number of the people. And
Joab said to the king, May Jehovah
thy God even add to the people, how
many soever they be, a hundredfold,
and that the eyes of my lord the
king may see [iq; but why does my
lord the king delight in this thing ?

4 But the king's word prevailed against
Joab, and against the captains of the
army. And Joab and the captains
of the army went out from the pre-
sence of the king to count the people
of Israel.

§  And they passed over the Jordan,
and encamped in Aroer, on the right
side of the city that is in the midst
of the ravined of Gad, and toward

6 Jaazer. And they came to Gilead,
and to the land of Tahtim-hodshi ;*
and came to Dan-jaan, and to the

7 environs of Sidon; and they came
to the fortified city of Tyre, and to all
the cities of the Hivites and of the
Canaanites; and went out to the

8 south of Judah, to Beersheba. And
they went through all the land, and
came to Jerusalem at the end of nine

® months and twenty days. And Joab
gave the sum of the number of the
people to the king; and there were
of Israel eight hundred thousand
valiant men that drew sword; and
the men of Judah were five hundred
thousand men.

10 And David’'s heart smote him after

he had numbered the people. And
David said to Jehovah, I have sinned
greatly in what I have done; and
now, I beseech thee, Jehovah, put
away the iniquity of thy servant; for
I have done very foolishly. And
when David arose in the morning, |,
the word of Jehovah came to the
prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying,
Go and say to David, Thus saith
Jehovah: I impose on thee three
{things]; choose one of them that I
may do it unto thee. And Gad came
to David, and told him, and said to
him, Shall seven years of famine come
to thee in thy land ? or wilt thou flee
three months before thine adver-
saries ‘while they pursue thee? or
shall there be three days’ pestilence
in thyland? Now be aware and con-
sider what word I ghall bring again
to him that sent me. And David said
to Gad, I am in a great strait : let us
fall, I pray thee, into the hand of Je-
hovah; for his mercies are great; but
let me not fall into the hand of man.
And Jehovah sent a pestilence
upon Israel from the morning even
to the set time ; and there died of the
people from Dan even to Beersheba
seventy thousand men. And the
angel stretched out his hand upon
Jerusalem to destroy it; but Jeho-
vah repented him of the evil, and
said to the angel that destroyed
among the people, Itis enough : with-
draw now thine hand. And the angel
of Jehovah was by the threshing-floor
of Araunah the Jebusite. And David
spoke to Jehovah when he saw the
angel that smote among the people,
and said, Behold, it is I that have
sinned, and it is I that bave com-
mitted iniquity; but these sheep,
what have they done ? let thy hand,
I pray thee, be on me, and on m:
father’s house ! '
And Gad came that day to David,
and said to him, Go up, rear an altar
to Jehovah in the threshing-floor of
19 Araunah the Jebusite. And David,

1

-
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4 Or ‘ valley :* see oh Deut. ii. 13, 36.

r Or ‘the low country of Hodshi.”
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according to the saying of Gad, went
np as Jehovah commanded.
0 And Araunah looked, and saw the
king and his servants coming on to-
wards him ; and Araunah went out,
and bowed himself before the king
.| 2 with his face to the ground. And
Araunah said, Why is my lord the
king come to his servant? And
David said, To buy the threshing-
floor of thee, to build an altar to
Jehovah, that the plague may be
3 gtayed from the people. And Arau-
nah said to David, Let my lord the
king take and offer up that which is
good in his sight: see, [here are]
oxen for the burnt-offering, and the

threshing-sledges and implernents of

9 the oxen for wood. All these things,
O king, doth Araunah give to the
king. And Araunah said to the king,

4 Jehovah thy God accept thee. And
the king said to Araunah, No; but I
will in any case buy [them] of thee at
a price : neither will I offer up to Je-
hovah my God burnt-offerings with-
out cost. And David bought the
threshing-floor and the oxen for

% fifty shekels of silver. And David
built there an altar to Jehovah, and
offered up burnt-offerings and peace-
offerings. And Jehoveh was pro-
pitious to the land, and the plague
was stayed from Israel.

THE

FIRST BOOK OF KINGS.

I. And king David was old [and] ad-
vanced in age:* and they covered
him with clothes, but he obtained no

% warmth. And his servants said to
him, Let there be found for my lord
the king a young virgin ; and let her
stand before the king, and let her che-
rish him, and let her lie in thy bosom,
that my lord the king may get warm,

3 And they sought for a fair damsel
throughout the territory of Israel,
and found Abishag a Shunammite,

¢ and brought her to the king. And
the damsel was very fair, and cherish-
ed the king, and ministered to him;
but the king knew her not.

& And Adonijah the son of Haggith
exalted himself, saying, I will be
king; and he provided himself
chariots and horsemen, and fifty

% men to run before him. And his
father had not grieved him at any
time in saying, Why doest thou so ?
and he was also a very comely man ;
and [his mother] bore him after Ab-

7 salom. And he conferred with Joab

the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar

the priest ; and they helped Adonijah
¢ and followed [him|. But Zadok the

priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoi-
ada, and Nathan the prophet, and

Shimei, and Rei, and the mighty

men whom David had, were not with

? Adonijah. And Adonijah sacrificed ®
sheep and oxen and fatted cattle by
the stone of Zoheleth,which is by En-
rogel, and invited all his brethren,
the king’s sons, and all the men of
10 Judah, the king's servants; but Na-
than the prophet, and Benaiah, and
the mighty men, and Solomon his
brother, he did not invite.

And Nathan spoke to Bathsheba
the mother of Solomon, saying, Hast
thou not heard that Adonijah the son
of Haggith is kKing, and David our
1 Jord does not know [it]? And now,

come, let me, I pray thee, give thee

counsel, that thou mayest save thine
own life, and the life of thy son
18 Solomon. Go and get thee in to king
David, and say to him, Didst not

1l

s Lit. ‘ days.’

b Or *slew ;’ and 80 vers. 19, 25: cf. Deut,. xii. 15.
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thou, my lord, O king, swear to thy

handmaid saying, Solomon thy son

shall reign after me, and he shull

sit on my throne? why then does
14 Adonijah reign ? Behold, while thou

yet talkest there with the king, I also

will come in after thee and confirm®
15 thy words. And Bathsheba went in
to the king into the chamber; and |¥
the king was very old; and Abishag
the Shunammite ministered to the
king.

And Bathsheba bowed and did
obeisanee to the king. And the king
17 gaid, What wouldest thou? And she

said to him, My lord, thou hast sworn

by Jehovah thy God to thy hand-
sa,ym,kc,v.]v Solomon thy son

sha.ll relgn after me, and he shall sit
18 on my throne. And now behold,

Adomnijah is king ; and now,® my lord
19 the king, thou knowest it not. And

he has sacrificed oxen and fatted

cattle and sheep in abundance, and
has invited all the sons of the king
and Abiathar the priest and Joab
the captain of the host; but Solomon
30 thy servant has he not invited. And
thou, my lord the king, the eyes of
all Israel are upon thee, that thou
shouldest tell thema who shall sit on
the throne of my lord the king after
21 him. Otherwise it shall come to
pass when my dord the king shall
sleep® with his fathers, that I and
my son Solomon will be counted
offenders.

And behold, while she yet talked
with the king, Nathan the prophet
 glaocame in. And they told the king

saying, Behold, Nathan the prophet.

And when he was come in before

the king, he bowed himself before the
# king with his face to the ground. And

Nathan said, My lord, O king, hast

thou said, Adonijah shall reign after

me, and he shall sit on my throne ?
% For he is gone down this day, and
has sacrificed oxen and fatted cattle
and sheep in abundance, and has

18

invited all the king's sons and the

captaing of the host and Abiathar

the priest ; and behold, they eat and

drink before him, and say, God save
 king Adonijah! But me, even] me
thy servant, and Zadok the priest,
and Benaish the son of Johoiada,
and thy servant Solomon, he has not
invited. Is this thing done by my
lord the king, and thou hast not
shewn to thy servants! who should
git on the throne of my lord the king
after him ?

Then king David answered and
said, Call me Bathsheba. And she
came into the king’s presence, and
% gtood before the king. And the king

swore, and said, [As Jehovah Liveth,

who has redeemed my soul out of all
% distress, even as I swore to thee by

Jehovah the God of Israel, saying,

Solomon thy son shall reign after me,

and he shzﬂ{ sit on my throne in my

stead ; even so will I certainly do
81 this day. And Bathsheba bowed
with her face to the earth, and did
reverence to the king, and said, Let
my lord king David lLive for ever.

And king David said, Call e
Zadok the priest, and Nathan the

rophet, and Benaiah the son of Je-
oiada. And they came before the
% Ling. And the king said to them,
Take with you the servants of your
lord, and cause Solomon my son to
ride upon mine own mule, and bring
* him down to Gihon; and let Zadok
the pnest and Nathan the prophet
anoint him there king over Israsel ;
and blow ye with the trumpet, and
8 gay, Long live king Solomon. And
ye shall come up after him, that he
may come and &1t on my throne ; for

be shall reign in my stead, and I

have appointed him to be ruler over
8¢ Jsrael and over Judah. And Benaiah

the son of Jehoiada answered the
king and eaid, Amen: Jehovah, the

God of my lord the king, say so too.
87 As Jehovah has been with my lord

e Lit. ‘ fill up
ﬂSomeread thon lor now

* Elsewhere * lie.” .
¢ 8ome read  servant,’ with the Keri.
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the king, even so be he with S8olomon,
and make his throne greater than the
throne of my lord king David.

And Zadok the priest, and Nathan
the prophet, and Benaiah the son of
J ehoia.tfa, and the Cherethitesand the
Pelothites# went down, and caused
Solomon to ride upon king David's
mule, and brought him to Gihon.
% And Zadok the priest took the horn

of oil ont of the tabernacle,® and

anointed Solomon. And they blew

the trumpet ; and all the people said,
% Long live king Solomon!{ And all
the people came up after him, and the
people piped with pipes, and rejoiced
with great joy, so that the earth
rent with the sound of them.

And Adonijah and all the guests
that were with him heard [it] as the,
were finishing their repast ; and Joal
heard the sound of the trumpet, and
he said, Wherefore this noise of the
# city in an uproar ? While he yet spoke,

behold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar

the priest came; and Adonijah said

4

[to him], Come in; for thou art a

valiant! man, and bringest good
® news. And Jonathan answered and
said to Adonijah, Indeed, our lord
king David has made Solomon king.
# And the king has sent with him
Zadok the priest, and Nathan the
prophet, and Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and
the Pelethites, and they have caused
him to ride upon the king's mule;
| and Zadok the priest and Nathan
{ the prophet have anointed him king
at Gihon; and they are come up
from thence rejoicing, so that the city
is in an uproar. This is the noise
% which ye have heard. And also
Solomon is sitting on the throne of
“"the kingdom. And moreover the
king’s servants came to bless our
lord king David, saying, Thy God
make the name of Solomon more
excellent than thy name, and make

his throne greater than thy throne !
And the king bowed himself on the
# bed. And also thus said the king:
Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Israel,
who has given one to sit on my throne
this day, mine eyes even seeing it.
And all Adonijah’s guests were
afraid, and rose up and went every
5 man his way. And Adonijah feared
because of Solomon, and arose and
went and caught hold of the horns of
51 the altar. And it was told Solomon
saying, Behold, Adonijah fears king
Solomon ; for behold, he has caught
hold of the horns of the altar, saying,
Let king Solomon swear to me this
day that he will not put his servant
8 to death with the sword. And Solo-
mon said, If he be a worthy man,
there shall not one of his hairs fall to
the earth ; but if wickedness be found
58 in him, he shall die. And king Solo-
mon gent, and they brought him down
from the altar. And he came and
bowed himself to king Solomon; and
Solomon said to him, Go to thy
house.
II. And the days of David were at
hand that he should die; and he
% enjoined Solomon his son saying, I |
go the way of all the earth: be of |
good courage therefore, and be a i
8 man ; and keep the charge of Jeho- :
vah thy God, to walk in his ways, to |
keep his statutes, and his commmand-
ments, and his ordinances, and his ,
testimonies, as it is written in the |
law of Moses, that thou mayest pros-
perin all that thou doest and whither-
4 soever thou turnest thyself; that Je-
hovah may confirm his word which
he spoke concerning me, saying, If
thy sons take heed to their way, |
to walk before me in truth with all
their heart and with all their soul, |
there shall not fail thee,* said he, a
& man upon the throne of Israel. And !
thou knowest also what Joab the son
of Zeruiah did to me, what he did |

49

8 Nee on £ 8am, viii. 18,
b Elsewhere  tent.”
L Or ‘ worthy,’ as in ver. 52,

* Lit. ‘ there shall not be cut oft to thee:” so
viii, 25; ix. 5; 8 Chron. vi. 16; vii. 18.
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to the two captains of the hosts of
Tsrael, to Abner the son of Ner, and
to Amasa the son of Jether, whom
he slew, and shed the blood of war
in peace, and put the blood of
war upon his girdle that was about
his loins, and upon his sandals that
¢ were on his feet. And thou shalt do
according to thy wisdom, and not let
his hoar bead go down to Sheol in
7 peace. But shew kindness to the
sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and
let them be of those that eat at thy
table; for so they came up to me
when I fled because of Absalom thy
8 brother. And behold, there is with
thee Shimei the son of Gera, the
Benjaminite of Bahurim, who cursed
me with a grievous curse in the day
that I went to Mahanaim; but he
came down tb meet me at the Jor-
dan, and I swore to him by Jehovah
saying, I will not put thee to death
? with the sword. And now hold him
not guiltless; for thou art a wise
man, and thou shalt know what thou
oughtest to do to him; but brihg
his hoar head down to Sheol with
blood.

And David slept with his fathers,
and was buried in the city of David.
11 And the days that David reigned over

Israel were forty years: he reigned

seven years in Hebron, and he reign-

ed thirty-thres years in Jerusalem.
1 And Solomon sat on the throne of
David his father; and his kingdom
was established greatly.

And Adonijah the son of Haggith
came to Bathsheba the mother of
Solomon. And she said, Comest thou
peaceably ? And he said, Peaceably.
1 And he said, I have something to say
1 to thee. And she said, Speak. And

he said, Thou knowest that the king-

dom was mine, and all Israel had
set their faces on me that I should
reign; bui the kingdom is turned
about and is become my brother’s,
16 for it was his from Jehovah. And

10

18

now I ask one petition of thee; refuse

menot.! And she said to him, Speak.
17 And he said, Speak, I pray thee, to

Solomon the king—for he will not

refuse thee—that he give me Abishag
18 the Shunammite as wife. And Bath-
sheba said, Well; I will speak for
thee to the king.

And Bathsheba went to king Solo-
mon, to speak to him for Adonijah.
And the king rose up to meet her,
and bowed himself to her, and sat
down on hie throne ; and he caused
a throne to be set for the king’s
mother, and she sat on his right hand.
20 Then she said, I desire one small

petition of thee ; refuse me not. And

the king said to her, Ask, my mother,
31 for I will not refuse thee. And she
said, Let Abishag the Shunammite
be given to Adonijah thy brother as
2 wife. And king Solomon answered
and said to his mother, And why
dost thou ask Abishag the Shunam-
mite for Adonijah ? ask for him the
kingdom also; for he is mine elder
brother ; even for him, and for Abia-
thar the priest, and for Joab the son
8 of Zeruiah. And king Solomon swore
by Jehovah saying, God do so to me,
and more also,—Adonijah has spoken
* this word against his own life! And
now [aa] Jehovah liveth, who has
established me, and set me on the
throne of David my father, and who
has made me a house, as he promised,

Adonijah shall be put to death this
3 day. And king Solomon sent by the
hand of Benaiah the son of Jehoiada ;
who fell on him, that he died.

And the king.said to Abiathar the
priest, Go to Anathoth, to thine own
fields; for thou art worthy of death ;=
but I will not at this time put thee
to death, because thou didst bear the
ark of Adonai® Jehovah before David
my father, and because thou hast
been afflicted in all wherein my
%7 father was afflicted. And Solomon

Jthrust out Abiathar from being priest

19
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1 Lit. ‘turn not away my face;’ and so vers.

= Lit. ‘a man of death.’
* That is, the Lord:’ cf. note to Gen. xv. 8,
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to Jehovah, to fulfil the word of Jeho-
vah, which he had spoken concerning
the house of Eli in Shiloh.

And the report came to Joab (for
Joab had turned after Adonijah,
though he had not turned after Ab-
salom) ; and Joab fled to the tent of
Jehovah, and caught hold of the
% horns of the altar. And it was told

king Solomon that Joab had fled to

the tent of Jehovah; and behold, he
i8 by the altar. And Solomon sent

Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying,
8 Go, fall on him. And Benaish came

to the tent of Jehovah and said to

him, Thus saith the king: Come
forth. And he said, No; for I will
die here. And Benaiah brought the
king word again, saying, Thus said
% Joab, and thus he answered me. And
the king said to him, Do as he has
said, and fall upon him, and bury
him; and take away the innocent
blood, which Joab shed, from me
and from the house of my father.
3 And Jehovah shall requite the blood
which he shed® upon his own head,
because he fell upon two men more
righteous and better than he, and
slew them with the sword, without
my father David's knowledge: Ab-
ner the son of Ner, captain of the
host of Israel, and Amasa the son of

Jether, captain of the host of Judah.
% And their blood shall be requited

upon the head of Joab, and upon the

head of his seed for ever; but upon

David, and upon his seed, and upon

his house, and upon his throne, shall

there be peace for ever from Jehovah.

% And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada
went up and fell upon him, and put
him to death; and he was buried in
his own house in the wilderness.

8 And the king put Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada in his stead over the
host ; and Zadok the priest the king
put in the stead of Abiathar.

8 And the king sent and called for

Shimei, and sajd to him, Build thee a

house in Jerusalem, and abide there,

and go not forth thence anywhere.

87 And it shall be that on the day
thou goest forth, and passest over the
torrent of Kidron, .... know for cer-
tain that thou shalt surely die: thy
blood shall be upon thine own head.

% And Shimei said to the king, The
saying is good : as my lord the king
has said, so will thy servant do. And
Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many

%0 days. And it came to pass at the end
of three years, that two servants of
Shimei's ran away to Achish son of
Maachah, king of Gath. And they
told Shimei saying, Behold, thy ser-

9 vants are in Gath. Then Bhimei
arose, and saddled his ass, and went
to Gath, to Achish, to seek his ser-
vante; and Shimei went, and brought

4 his gervants from Gath. And it was
told Solomon that Shimei had gone
from Jerusalem to Gath, and had

4 come again. And the king sent and
called for Shimei, and said to him,
Did I not make thee swear by Je-
hovah, and protest to thee, saying,
Know for certain, that on the day
thou goest forth, and walkest abroad
anywhere, thou shalt surely die?
and thou saidst to me, The word that

48 T have heard is good. Why then
hast thou not kept the oath of Jeho-
vah, and the commandment that I

4 charged thee with? And the king
said to Shimei, Thou knowest all
the wickedness of which thy heart
i8 conscious, which thou didst to
David my father; and Jehovah re-
turns thy wickedness upon thine

4 own hed ; and king Solomon shall
be blessed, and the throne of David
shall be established before Jehovah

46 for ever. And the king commanded
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; who
went out and fell upon him, and he
died. And the kingdom was estab-
lished in the hand of Solomon.

III. And Solomon allied himself by
marriage with Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s daughter,
and brought her into the city of

° Lit. ‘requite his blood.’
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David, until he had ended building
his own house, and the house of Jeho-
vah, and the wall of Jerusalem round
¥ about. Only, the people sacrificed
on the high places; for there was no
house built to the name of Jehovah,

8 until those days. And Solomon
loved Jehovah, walking in the sta-
tutes of David his father; only, he
sacrificed and burned incense on the
high places. :

4 And the king went to Gibeon to
sacrifice there ; for that was the great
high place: a thousand burnt-offer-
ings did Bolomon offer up-upon that

¢ altar. In Gibeon Jehovah appeared
to Solomon in a dream by night;
and God said, Ask what I shall give

¢ thee. And Solomon said, Thou hast
shewn unto thy servant David my fa-
ther great loving-kindness, according
a8 he walked before thee in truth and
inrighteousness and in uprightness of
heart with thee; and thou hast kept
for him this great loving-kindness,
that thou hast given him a son who
sits upon his throne, as it is this day.

" And now, Jehovah my God, thou
hast made thy servant king instead
of David my father; and I am buta
little child: I kmow not to go out

8 and to come in. And thy servant is
in the midst of thy people which thon
hast chosen, a great people, that
cannot be numbered nor counted for

® multitnde. Give therefore to thy

servant an understanding heart? to
judge thy people, to discern between
good and bad; for who is able to

Jjudge this thy numerous people ?

And the word pleased Jehovah,
that Solomon had asked this thing.

11 And God said to him, Because thou

hast asked this thing, and hast not
asked for thyself long life, neither
hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast
asked the life of thine enemies, but
hast asked for thyself discernment

18 to0 understand judgment; behold, I

have done according to thy word:

10

behold, I have given thee a wise and
an understanding heart, so that there
hath been none like unto thee before
thee, neither after thee shall any
18 grige like unto thee. And I have also
given thee that which thou hast not
asked, both riches and glory ; so that
there shall not be any among the
kings like unto thee all thy days.
14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to
keep my statutes and my command-
ments, as thy father David did walk,
18 then I will prolong thy days. And
Solomon awoke, and behold, it was
adream. And he came to Jerusalem,
and stood before the ark of the cove-
nant of Jehovah,® and offered up
burnt-offerings, and offered* peace-
offerings, and made a feast to all his
servants.

Then came two women, harlots,
to the king, and stood before him.
17 And the first woman said, Ah, my

lord ! T and this woman abode in one

house ; and I was delivered of a child
18 with her in the house. And it came
to pass the third day after I was de-
livered, that this woman was deliver-
ed also; and we were together; no
stranger was with us in the house,
19 only we two were in the house. And
this woman's child died in the night ;
%0 because she had lain upon it. And
she arose at midnight, and took my
son from beside me, while thy hand-
maid slept, and laid it in her bosom,
and laid her dead son in my bosom.
81 And when I rose in the morning to
give my child suck, behold, it was
dead; and I considered it in the
morning, and behold, it was not my
9 gon, whom I bore. And the other
woman said, No, for the living is my
son, and the dead is thy son. And
this one said, No, but the dead is thy
son, and the living is my son. Thus
% they spoke before the ki Then
said the king, The one says, This that
is living is my son, and thy son is
the deag; and the other says, No, for

16

P 8trictly, ¢ a heart that hears;’ and so in ver.
11, ‘ to hear judgment.’

9 Here the Masorites read ‘ the Lord.’
* myy: a8 in Deut, xii. 27, &ec.
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thy son is the dead, and my son is the
¥ living. And the king said, Bring me

ssword. And they brought a sword
¥ before the king. And the king said,

Divide the living child in two, and

give half to the one, and half to the
# other. Then spoke the woman whose

was the living child to the king, for
her bowels yearned over her son, and
ghe said, Aﬁ, my lord! give her the
living child, am{ in no wise put it to
death. But the other said, Let it be
neither mine nor thine; divide it.
¥ And the king answered and said,

Give this one the living ¢hild, and in

no wise put it to death: she is its
% mother. And all Israel heard of the

judgment which the king had judged ;
and they feared the king, for they
saw that the wisdom of God was in
him, to do justice.®
IV. And king Solomon was king over
*all Israel. And these are the princes
whom he had: Agariah the son of
' Zadok was priest; Elihoreph and

Ahiah, the sons of Shisha, scribes ;

Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud,
¢ chronicler; and Benaiah the son of

Jehoiada was over the host; and

Zadok and Abiathar were priests;
* and Azariah the son of Nathan was

overthe superintendents ; and Zabud

the son of Nathan was principal
¢ officer, the king's friend; and Ahi-
shar was over the household; and
Adoniram the son of Abda was over
the levy-service.

And Solomon had twelve super-
intendents® over all Israel ; and they
ﬁrovided food for the king and his

ousehold : each man his month in
the year had to make provision.
¢ And these are their names: Ben"-
? Hur, in mount Ephraim. Ben-De-

ker in Makag, and in Shaalbim, and

Beth-shemesh, and Elon-Beth-ha-
10 ngn, Ben-Hesed, in Arubboth; he

had Sochoh, and all the land of

?

1 Hepher. Ben-Abinadab had all the
upland of Dor; Taphath the daugh-
12 ter of Solomon was his wife. Baana
the son of Ahilud had Taanach and
Megiddo, and all Beth-shean, which
is by Zaretan beneath Jizreel, from
Betli-shean to Abel-Meholah, as far
13 ag beyond Jokneam. Ben-Geber, in
Ramoth-Gilead ; he had the villages
of Jair the son of Manasseh, which
are in Gilead ; he bad the region of
Argob, which is in Bashan, sixty
great cities with walls and bars of
1¢ hronze. Ahinadab the son of Iddo,
18 gt Mahanaim. Ahimaaz,in Nephtali;
he also took Basmath the daughter
16 of Solomon as wife. Baanah the son
of Hushai, in Asher and in Aloth.
17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruab, in

18 Issachar. Shimei the son of Ela,

% in Benjamin, Geber the son of Uri,
in the land of Gilead, the land of |
Bihion the king of the Amorites, and
of Og the king of Bashan; and [he
was] the only superintendent that
was in the land. )

Judah and Israel were many, as
the sand which is by the sea in multi-
tude, eating and drinking and making

merry.

81 And Solomon ruled over all king-
doms from the river to the land of the
Philistines, and as far as the border
of Egypt: they brought presents,
and served Solomon all the days of

1 hig life. And Solomon’s provision
for one day was thirty measures~
of fine flour, and sixty measures of

38 meal, ten fatted oxen, and twenty
oxen out of the pastures, and a
hundred sheep, besides harts, and
gazeles, and fallow-deer, and fatted

# fowl. For he had dominion over
all on this side the river, from Tiph-
sah as far as Gazah, over all the
kings on this side the river ; and he
had peace on all gides* yound abaut.

3 And Judah and Israel dwelt sately,

20

* Bame Hebrew word 88 that for ‘ judgment.’
*Or ‘ chief officers.’

* Or* the son of ;’ and 8o throughout the section.
* Heb. Cor, equal to ten ephahs,

3 Some, with Van der H
‘from all hies servants,” But
support ™2y a8 in text.

ht's edition, read
@ ancient versions
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every man under his vine and under
his fig-tres, from Dan even to Beer-
9 gheba, all the days of Solomon. And
Solomon had forty thousand stalls of
horses for his chariots, and twelve
27 thousand horsemen. And thoseY
officers provided food for king So-
lomon, and for all who came to king
Solomon’s table, every man in his
month : they let nothing be wanting.
35 And the barley, and the straw for the
horses and coursers, they brought to
the place where [the superintendents]
were, every man according to his
charge.
And God gave Solomon wisdom

and very great understanding and.

largeness of heart, even as the sand

%0 that is on the sea-shore. And Solo-
mon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom
of all the sons of the east, and all the

8 wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser
than all men; than Ethan the Ez-
rahite, and Heman, and Caleol, and
Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his
fame was in all the nations round

8 about. And he spoke three thousand
proverbs ; and his songs were & thou-

% gand and five. And he spoke of the
trees, from the cedar-tree that is on
Lebanon even to the hyssop thgt
springs out of the wall; he spoke
also of cattle, and of fowls, and of

8 creeping things, and of fishes. And
there came of all peoples to hear the
wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings
of the earth who had heard of his
wisdom.

V. And Hiram king of Tyre sent his
servants to Solomon; for he had
heard that they had anointed him
king in the place of his father; for

i Hiram always loved David. And
Solomon sent to Hiram, saying,

8 Thou knowest that David my father
could-not build a house unto the name
of Jehovah his God, because of the
wars which were about him on every
side, until Jehovah put them under

¢ the soles of his feet. But now Jeho-

vah my God has given me rest on
every side: there is neither adver-

8 gary nor evil event. And behold, I
purpose to build a house unto the
name of Jehovah my God, as Jehovah
spoke to David my father saying,
Thy son, whom I will set upon thy
throne in thy stead, he shall build a

¢ house unto my name. And now
command that they hew me cedar-
trees out of Lebanon; and my ser-
vants shall be with thy servants ; and
I will give thee hire for thy servants
according to all that thou shalt say;
for thou knowest that there is mot
among us any that are experienced
in cutting timber like to the Zido-
nians.

7 And it came to pass when Hiram
heard the words of Solomon, that he
rejoiced greatly, and said, Blessed
be Jehovah this day, who has given
to David a wise son over this great

¢ people. And Hiram sent to Solomon,
saying, I have heard the things which
thou sentest to me for: I will do all
thy desire concerning timber of cedar,
and concerning timber of cypress.®

9 My servants shall bring [them] down
from Lebanon to the sea; and I will
convey them by sea Ein] rafts to the
place that thou shalt appoint me,
and will cause them to be broken up
there, and thou shalt receive them.
And thou shalt secomplish my desire

10 in giving food for my household. So
Hiram* gave Solomon cedar-trees
and cypress-trees [according to] all

1t hig desire. And Solomon gave
Hiram twenty thousand measures of
wheat as food for his household, and
twenty measures of beaten oil : thus
gave Solomon to Hiram year by
year. .

12 And Jehovah gave Solomon wis-
dom as he promised him. And there
was peace between Hiram and Solo-
mon; and they two made a league.

18 And king Solomon raised a levy out
of all Israel; and the levy was thirty

7 See ver. 7.
*Or ‘fir;’ and so always,

s Heb, Hirom ; and eo in ver, 18 and vii. 40,
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1 thousand men. And he sent them
to Lebanon, ten thousand a month
by courses; a month they were in
Lebanon, two months at home ; and

‘18 Adoniram was over the levy. And
Solomon had seventy thousand that
bore burdens, and eighty thousand

16 gtone-masons in the mountains; be-
sides the overseers whom Solomon
had set over the work, three thou-
sand three hundred, who ruled over
the people that wrought in the work.

7 And the king commanded, and they
brought great stones, costly stones,
hewn stones, to lay the foundation

18 of the house. And Solomon’sbuilders
and Hiram’s builders and the Gib-
lites hewed them, and prepared tim-
ber and stones to build the house.

VI. And it came to pass in the four
hundred and eightieth year after the
children of Israel were come out of
the land of Egypt, in the fourth year
of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in
the month Zif, which is the second
month, that he began to build the
house of Jehovah.

3 And the house that king Solomon
built for Jehovah was sixty cubits in
length, and twenty in breadth, and

8 t.h_u'tg' cubits in height. And the

orch, in front of the temple of the
ouse, was twenty cubits in length, in
front of the house broadways, {and]
ten cubits was its breadth, in front of

4 the house. And for the house he
made closed windows with fixed

$ lattices. And against the wall of the
house he built floors® round about,
[against] the walls of the house,
round about the temple and the
oracle; and he made side-chambers

8 round about. The lowest floor was
five cubits broad, and the middle one
was six cubits broad, and the third
was seven cubits broad; for in the
Lt,hicknesa of the wall of] the house

e made resets round about outside,

that nothing should be fastened in
7 the walls of the house. And the
house, when it was being built, was
built of stone entirely made ready
before it was brought thither ;¢ so that
there was neither hammer nor axe
nor any tool of iron heard in the
house while it was being built. The
entrance to the side-chambers of the
middle [floor] was in the right side
of the house; and they went up by
winding stairs into the middle [floor],
and out of the middle into the third.
And he built the house, and finished
it ; and covered the house with beams
and boards of cedar. And he built
the floors against all the house, five
cubits high; and they? held to the
house by the timbers of cedar.

And the word of Jehovah came to
Solomon saying, As to this house
which thou art building, if thou wilt
walk in my statutes, and practise
mine ordinances, and keep all my
commandments to walk in them,
then will I perform my word as to
thee which I spoke unto David thy
father; and I will dwell among the
children of Israel, and will not for-
sake my people Israel.

And Solomon built the house and
finished it. And he built® the walls
of the house within with boards of
cedar, from the floor of the house
to the walls? of the roof; he over-
laid {them] on the inside with wood,
and overlaid the floor of the house
18 with boards of cypress. And he

built twenty cubits of the innermost

part of the house, both floor and
walls, with boards of cedar; and
he built Ethem] for it within, to [be]
the oracle, the most holy place.t
17 And the house, that is, the temple
before it, was forty cubits [long].
18 And the cedar of the house within
was carved with colocynths® and
half-open flowers: all was cedar;

©

U

n
1

18

14
18

b ¢ Floors * or ‘flats’ in three stories.

€ Or * built of stones whole from the quarry.’

4 Lit. *it,” that is ‘ the whole system of side
chambers.’

« That is, ‘covered ;" 80 ver. 16.

f Not * beams,’ as the LXX and others.
€ Lit. ‘ boly of holies:" s0 elsewhere.

» A kind of gourd.
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9 there was no stone seen. And he
prepared the oracle in the midst of
the house within, to set there the

© ark of the covenant of Jehovah. And
the oracle within! was twenty cubits
in length, and twenty cubits in
breadth, snd twenty cubits in the
height thereof; and he overlaid it
with pure gold ; and he overlaid the

1 cgdar-wood altar®*—and Solomon
overlaid the house within with pure
gold, and shut off the oracle in front
with chains of gold, and overlaid

¥ it with gold. And the whole house
he overlaid with gold, the whole
house entirely; also the whole altar
that was by the oracle he overlaid
with gold.

»  And he made In the oracle two
cherubim of olive-wood,! ten oubits

¥ high; and one wing of the cherub
was five cubits, and five cubits the
other wing of the cherub—ten cubits
from the end of one wing to the end

8 of the other wing; and the other
cherub was ten cubits: both the
cherubim were of one measure and

¥ one form. The height of the one
cherub was ten cubits, and so of the

¥ other cherub. And he set the cheru-
bim in the midst of the inner house;
and the wings of the cherubim were
stretched forth, so that the wing of
the one touched the wall, and the
wing of the other cherub touched the
other wall; and their wings touched,
wing to wing, in the midst of the

8 house. And he overlaid the cherubim

with gold.

And he carved all the walls of
the house round about with carved
sculptures of cherubim, and palm-
trees,™ and half-open flowers, within
% and without. And the floor of the

house he overlaid with gold, within

1 and without. And far the ¢ntrance
of the oracle he made doors of olive-
woad: the lintel [and] side posts
were the fifth part [of the breadth of

9

® the house]. The two doors were
of olive-wood; and be carved on
them carvings of cherubim, and
palm-trees and half-open flowers,
and overlaid them with gold, and
spread gold an the cherubim and on
8 the palm-trees. And he also made
for the doorway of the temple poste
of olive-wood, of the fourth patt&;)f
% the breadth of the house]. And the
two folding-doors were of cypress-
wood : the two leaves of the one door
were folding, and the two leaves of
8 the other door were folding. And he
oarved on them cherubim, and palm-
trees, and half-open flowers; and
overlaid them with gold fitted on the
carved work.

And he built the inner court of
three rows of hewn stone, and a raw
of cedar-beams.

In the fourth year was the founda-
tion of the house of Jehovah laid, in
38 the month Zif; and in the eleventh

year, in the month Bul, which is the

eighth month, was the house finished
in all its parts, and accarding to all
the fashion of it. So he was seven
years in building it.

VI1I. And Solomon was thirteen years
building his own house; and he

2 finished all his house. And he built
the house of the forest of Lebanon ;
its length was & hundred cubits, and
its breadth fifty eubits, and its height
thirty cubits, upon four rows of ceday-
pillars, with cedar-beams upon the

¥ pillars; and it was covered with
cedar above upon the side-chambers,
which were on forty-five pillars, fif-

4 teen in a row. And there were cross-
beams in three rows, and window
was against window in three ranks.

& And sll the doors and posts were
square, with an architrave;® and
window was against window in three
ranks.

¢  And he made the porch of pillars;
its length was fifty oubits, and its

36

87

1 Or * the oracle before it [i.e. the ark).’
k O: * and overlaid the altar with cedarswood.’
' Or *wood of the oleagter (wild olive).’

=Or ‘palms;’ and 8o always.
» Some say ‘ made of cross begms.”
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breadth thirty cubits; and there was
a porch in front of them; and there
were pillars, and steps® in front of

"them. And he made the porch for
the throne where he judged, the
porch of judgment ; and 1t was cover-
ed with cedar from floor to floor.

8 And his house where he dwelt had
another court within the porch, which
was of the like work. And he made,
like to this porch, a house for Pha-
raoh’s daughter, whom Solomon hed
taken.

®  All these [buildings] were of costly
stones, hewn stones, according to
the measures, sawed with saws,
within and without, even from the
foundation to the coping, and on
the outside as far as the great court.

1 And the foundations were of costly
stones, great stones, stones of ten
cubits and stones of eight cubits.

1 And above were costly stones, hewn
stones, according to the measures,

Band cedar. And the great court
round about had three rows of hewn
stones, and a row of cedar-beams;
and so it was for the inner court of
the house of Jehovah, and the porch
of the house.

¥ Andking Solomon sent and fetched

U Hiram out of Tyre. He was a
widow’s son of the tribe of Naphtali,
and his father was & man of Tyre, &
worker in brass;? and he was full
of wisdomn? and understanding and
knowledge, to do all kinds of works
in brass. And he came to king

Bolomon, and made all his work.
¥ And he formed the two pillars of
brass; the height of one pillar was
eighteen cubits, and a line of twelve
cubits encompassed the second pillar.

18 And he made two eapitals of molten

brass, to set upon the tops of the
pillars; the height of the one capital
wasg five cubits, and the height of the

17 other capital was five cubits; [and]

nets of checker-work, wreaths of
chain-work, for the capitals which
were upon the top of the pillars;
seven for the one capital and seven
18 for the other capital. And he made
pomegranates, namely two rows
round about upon the one network, to
cover the capitals that were upon the
- top of the pillars;* and so he did for
19 the other capital. And the capitals
that were upon the top of the pillars
were of lily-work [es] in the poreh,
% four cubits. And the capitals upon
the two pillars, above also, close to the
enlargement which was behind* the
network, had two hundred pome-
granates in rows round about, fa,lso]
91 on the other capital. And he set up
the pillars for* the porch of the tem-
ple; and he set up the right pillar,
and called its name Jachin ;¥ and he
set up the left pillar, and called its
% name Boaz.* And upon the top of
the pillars was lily-work; and the
work of the pillars was finished.
And he made the sea, molten, ten
cubits from brim to brim, round all
about ; and its height was five cubits;
.and a line of thirty cubits encom-
3 passed it round about. And under
the brim of it round about there were
colocynths, encompassing it, ten in
a cubit enclosing the sea round about,
two rows of colocynths, cast when
% it was cast. It stood upon twelve
oxen, three looking toward the north,
and threelookingtoward the west,and
three looking toward the south,
and three looking toward the east;
and the sea was above upon them, and
all their hinder parts were inward.
# And itsthickness was a hand-breadth,
and its brim was like the work of the
brim of a cup, with lily-blossoms ; it
held two thousand baths.®
And he made ten bases of brass:
four cubits was the length of one base,
and the breadth four cubits, and the

a7

° Or *a threshold ;’ or perhaps ‘a pediment.’

*Or ‘ copper,’ or ‘ bronze;’ as elsewhere.

90r ‘shill.’ .

*In the Hebrew text the words ‘pome.
granates’ and * pillars’ are transposed.

¢ Lit, * beyond ;' and so ver. 30.

¢ Or ‘near,’ or ‘at.’ .

v Meaning, ‘ He will establish.’

» Meaning, ‘in Him is strength,’

* The* bath’ equalled the ‘ephah’ in capacity.
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%8 height three cubits. And the work
of the bases was this: they had
penels, and the panels were between

9 the fillets. And on the panels-that
were between the fillets were lions,
oxen and cherubim; and over the
fillets there was a base above; and
beneath the lions and oxen were

8 garlands of festoon-work. And every
base had four wheels of brass, and
axles of brags; and on its four cor-
ners were shoulder-pieces: under the
laver were shoulder-pieces molten,

8 behind every garland. And the
mouth of it within the crown and
above was & cubit; and its mouth
was rounded, {as] the work of the
base, a oubit and a half; and also
upon its mouth was sculpture; but
their panels were square, not round.

82 And the four wheels were under the
panels ; and the supports of the wheels
were in the base; and the height of
a wheel was a cubit and half a cubit.

8 And the work of the wheels was like
the work of a chariot wheel : their sup-
ports, and their rims, and their spokes

84 and their naves were all molten. And
there were four shoulder-pieces to
the four corners of one base; of the
base itself were its shoulder-pieces.

8 And in the top of the base there was
a oircular elevation of half a cubit
round about; and on the top of the
base its stays and its panels were of

8¢ the same. And he engraved on the
plates of its stays and on its panels
cherubim, lions and palm-trees, ac-
cording to the space upon each ; and

87 garlands were round about. Afterthis

manner] he made the ten bases : all

of them had one casting, one mea-
sure, one form.

And he made ten lavers of brass:
one laver contained forty baths;
every laver was four cubits; upon
avery one of the ten bases one laver.
8 And he put the bases, five on the

right side of the house, and five on |
the left side of the house; and he set
the sea on the right side of the house
eastward, over against the south.

And Hiram made the lavers,Y and
the shovels, and the bowls.®

So Hiram ended doing all the work
that he made for king Solomon [for]
41 the house of Jehovah: two pillars,

and the globes of the capitals that

were on the top of the pillars, two ;
and the two networks, to cover the
two globes of the capitals which were
4 on the top of the pﬂ}’m ; and the four
hundred pomegranates for the two
networks, two rows of pomegranates
for one network, to cover the two
globes of the capitals which were
s upon* the pillars; and the ten bases,
and the ten lavers on the bases;
4 and one sea, and the, twelve oxen
# under the sea; and the pots, and
the shovels, and ‘the bowls. And all
these things, which Hiram made king

Solomon for the house of Jehovah,
46 were of bright brass. In the plain®

of the Jordan did the king cast them,

in the clay-ground between Succoth
47 and Zaretan. And Solomon 1left all
the vessels [unweighed] from their
exceeding number; the weight of
the brass was not ascertained.

And Sclomon made all the vessels
that were [uﬂ the house of Jehovah :
the golden altar; and the table of
gold, whereon was the shewbread ;
4 and the candlesticks of pure gold,

five on the right, and five on the left,

before the oracle; and the flowers,

and the lamps, and the tongs of gold,
% gnd the basons, and the knives,® and
the bowls, and the cups, and the
censers® of pure gold ; and the hinges
of gold, for the folding-doors of the
inner house, the most holy place,
[and] for the doors of the house, of
the temple.

And all the work was finished that

40
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v 'The LXX, Jerome, &c., read ‘ cauldrons’ or
¢ pots:’ cf. ver. 45,

« ‘Bowls’ or ‘basons’ to receive the blood for
sprinkling ; as Ex, xxvii. 8, Num. vii.13; and so
in vers. 48, 50,

¢ Lit. ‘on the face of;" probably an error of
the transcriber.

® 8ee on Gen. xiii. 10.

¢ Or ‘snuffers.’

4 Or ‘ fire-pans.’
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king Solomon made for the house of
Jehovah. And Solomon brought in
the things that David his father had
dedicated ; the silver -and the gold
and the vessels he put among the
treasures of the house of Jehovah.
VIII. Then Solomon assembled the
elders of Israel, and all the heads of
the tribes, the princes of the fathers
of the children of Ierael, unto king
Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up
the ark of the covenant of Jehovah
out of the city of David, which is
® Zion. And all the men of Israel as-
sembled themselves to king Solomon
at the feast in the month Ethanim,
! that is, the seventh month. And all
the elders of Israel came; and the
4 priests took up the ark. And they
rought up the ark of Jehovah, and
the tent of meeting, and all the holy
vessels that were in the tent: the
priests and the Levites brought them
®up. And king Solomon, and all the
assembly of Israel that were as-
sembled to him, [who were] with
him before the ark, sacrificed sheep
and oxen, which could not be counted
® nor numbered for multitude. And
the priests brought in the ark of the
covenant of Jehovah to its place, into
the oracle of the house, into the most
holy place, under the wings of the
' cherubim ; for the cherubim stretch-
ed forth [their] wings over the place
of the ark, and the cherubim covered
® the ark and its staves above. And
the staves were long,® so that the
ends of the staves were seen from the
holy place before the oracle, but they
were not seen without. And there
® they are to this day. There was no-
thing in the ark save the two tables
of stone which Moses placed there
at Horeb, when Jehovah made ga.
covenant] with!the children of Israel,
when they came out of the land of
Egypt.
1  And it eame to pass when the priests
were come out of the holy place, that

the cloud filled the house of Jehovah,
11 and the priests could not stand to do
their service because of the cloud;
for the glory of Jehovah had filled
the house of Jehovah.

Then said Solomon: Jehovah said
that he would dwell in the thick dark-
19 negs. I have indeed built a house

of habitation for thee, & settled place
14 for thee to abide in for ever. And
the king turned his face, and blessed
the whole congregation of Israel;
and the whole congregation of Israel
stood.

And he said: Blessed be Jehovah
the God of Israel, who spoke with
his mouth unto David my father, and
hath with his hand fulfilled it, say-
16 ing, Since the day that I brought

forth my people Israel out of Egypt,

I chose no city out of all the tribes of

Israel to build a house in, that my

name might be there; but I have

chosen David to be over my people
17 Israel. And it was in the heart of

David my father to build a house

unto the name of Jehovah the God of
18 Jerael. But Jehovah said to David

my father, Whereasit was in thy heart
to build a house unto my name, thou
didst well that it was 1n thy heart;
19 nevertheless thou shalt not build the
house ; but thy son that shall come
forth out of thy loins, he shall build
30 the house unto my name. And

Jehovah has performed his word

which he spoke; and I am risen up

in the room of David my father, and

sit on the throne of Israel, as Jehovah

promised, and I have built the house

unto the name of Jehovah the God
81 of Israel. And I have set there a
place for the ark, wherein is the cove-
nant of Jehovah, which he made with
our fathers when he brought them
out of the land of Egypt.

And Solomon stood before the altar
of Jehovah in the presence of the
whole congregation of Israel, and
spread forth his hands toward the

13

15

* Others, ‘and they drew out the staves.”
fOor* at Horeb, [the covenant] which

Jehovah made with;* and so 2 Chron. v. 10: cf.
ver. 21,
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38 heavens. And he said, Jehovah,
God of Israel! there is no God like
thee, in the heavens above, or on the
earth beneath, who keepest covenant
and merey with thy servants that
walk before thee with all their heart,

# whohast kept with thy servant David
my father that which thou didst pro-
mise him; thou spokest with thy
mouth, and hast fulfilled [it] with

# thy hand, as at this day. And now,
Jehovah, God of Israel, keep with
thy servant David my father that
which thou hast promised him, say-
ing, There shall not fail thee a man
in my sight to sit on the throne of
Israel, if only thy sons take heed
to their way, to walk before me as

% thou hast walked before me. And
now, O God of Israel, let thy words,
I pray thee, be verified, which thon
hast spoken unto thy servant David

%1 my father. But will God indeed
dwell on the earth? Behold, the
heavens, and the heaven of heavens,
cannot contain thee; how much less

38 this house which I have built! Yet
have respect unto the prayer of thy
servant, and to his supplication, Je-
hovah, my God, to hearken unto the
cry and to the prayer which thy ser-
vant prayeth before thee this day;

¥ that t}i)ine eyes may be open upon
this house night and day, upon the
place of which thou hast said, My
name ghall be there : to hearken unto
the prayer which thy servant prayeth

# toward this place. And hearken
unto the supplication of thy servant,
and of thy people Israel, when they
shall pray toward this place, and hear
thou in thy dwelling-place, in the
heavens, and when thou hearest,
forgive.

If a man have ginned against his
neighbour, and an oath be laid upon
him to adjure him, and the oath come
8 hefore thine altar in this house ; then

hear thou in the heavens, and do,

and judge thy servants, condemning

81

the wicked, to bring his way upon
his own head; and justifying the

righteous, giving him according to

his righteousness.

8 'When thy people Israel are put to
the worse before the enemy, becanse
they have sinned against thee, and
shall turn again to thee, and confess
thy name, and pray, and make sup-
plication unto thee in this house;

8 then hear thou in the heavens, and

- forgive the sin of thy people Israel,
and bring them again unto the land
that thou gavest unto their fathers.

8  When the heavens are shut up, and
there is no rain, because they have
sinned against thee, if they pray to-
ward this place,and confess thyname,
and turn from their gin, because thou

8 hast afflicted them; then hear thou
in the heavens, and forgive the sin
of thy servants, and of thy people
Israel, when thou teachest them the
good way wherein they should walk ;
and give rain upon thy land, which
thou hast given to thy people for an

87 inheritance. Ifthere be famine in the
land, if there be pestilence, if there
be blight, mildew, locust, caterpillar;
if their enemy besiege them in the
land of their gates ; whatever plague,

38 whatever sickness there be: what
prayer, what supplication soever be
made by any man, of all thy people
Israel, when they shall know every
man the plague of his own heart, and
shall spread forth his hands toward

39 thig house ; then hear thou in the
heavens,the settled place of thy dwell-
ing, and forgive, and do, and render
unto every man according to all his
ways, whose heart thon knowest (for
thou, thou only, knowest the hearts

4 of all the children of men), that they

may fear thee all the days that

they live upon the land which thou
gavest unto our fathers.

And as to the stranger also, who is
not of thy people Israel, but cometh
out of a far country for thy name’s
4 gake (for they shall hear of thy great

name, and of thy mighty hand, and

of thy stretched-out arm); when he
shall come and pray toward this

41
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# house, hear thou in the heavens thy
dwelling-place, and do according to
all that the stranger calleth to thee
for ; in order that all peoples of the
earth may know thy name, {and]
that they may fear thee as do thy
{gople Israel; and that they may

ow thati this house which I have
built is called by thy name.®

If thy people go out to battle
against their enemy, by the way that
thou shalt send them, and they pray
to Jehovah toward the city that thou
hast chosen, and the house that I
4 have built unto thy name ; then hear
thou in the heavens their prayer and
their supplication, and maintain their
right.

If they have sinned against thee,
(for there is no man that sinneth not,)
and thou be angry with them, and
give them up to ® the enemy, and they
have carried them away captives!
unto the enemy’s land, far or near;
4 and if they shall take it to heart in

the land whither they were carried

captive, and repent, and make suppli-
cation unto thee in the land of them
that earried them captive, saying,

We have sinned, and have done

iniquity, we have dealt perversely;
¥ and if they return unto thee with

all their heart and with all their
soul, in the land of their enemies who
led them away captive, and pray
unto thee towsrd their land which
thou gavest unto their fathers, the
eity that thou hast chosen, and the
house that I have built unto thy
4 name; then hear thou in the heavens,
the settled place of thy dwelling, their
prayer and their supplication, and
¥ maintain their right, and forgive thy
people their sin against thee, and all
their transgressions whereby they
have transgressed against thee, and
give them to find compassion with
those who carried them captive, that
they may have compassion on them

L1}

48

8 (for they are thy people, and thine
inheritance, which thou broughtest
forth out of Egypt, from the midst

% of the furnace of iron)—thine eyes
being open unto the supplication of
thy servant, and unto the supplication
of thy people Israel, to hearken unto
them 1 all that they call for unto

88 thee. For thou hast separated them
from among all peoples of the earth,
to be thine inheritance, as thou
spokest through Moses thy servant,
when thou broughtest our fathers
out of Egypt, O Lord Jehovah.

And it was 8o, that when Solomon
had ended praying all this prayer
and supplication to Jehovah, he arose
from beg)re the altar of Jehovah, from
kneeling on his knees with his hands
88 gpread forth to the heavens, and he

stood and blessed the whole congre-

gation of Israel with a loud voice,

% gaying, Blessed be Jehovah, who has
given rest to his people Israel, ac-
cording to all that he promised:
there has not failed one word of all
his good promises which he spoke

87 through Moses his servant! Jehovah
our God be with us, as he was with
our-fathers; let him not forsake us

38 nor cast us off : that he may incline
our hearts to him, to walk in all his
ways, and to keep his commandments
and his statutes and his ordinances,
which he commanded our fathers.

%9 And let these my words, with which
I have made supplication before Je-
hovah, be nigh to Jehovah our God
day and night, that he maintain the
right of his servant, and the right of
his people Israel, as the matter of each

60 day shall require ;* that all peoples
of the earth may know that Jehovah

81 js God, that there is none else; and

that your heart may be perfect with

Jehovah our God, to walk in his

statutes and to keep his command-

ments, as at this day.

And the king, and all Israel with

54

5 Lit. * that thy name is called over this house
which I have built.”
b Lit. ‘ before.’

§ Lit. ‘and those that take them ca.ptiv;e have
carried them away.’ .
k Lit. ‘ the matter of a day in its day.’
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him,offered sacrifices before Jehovah.
% And Solomon sacrificed a sacrifice of

peace-offerings, which he sacrificed

to Jehovah, twenty-two thousand

oxen and a hundred and twenty

thousand sheep. 8o the king and

all the children of Israel dedicated
¢ the house of Jehovah. The same day
the king hallowed the middle of the
court that was before the house of
Jehovah; for there he offered the
burnt-offerings, and the oblations,
and the fat of the peace-offerings,
because the brazen altar that was
before Jehovah was too small to
receive the burnt-offerings, and the
oblations, and the fat of the peace-
offerings.

And at that time Solomon held
the feast, and all Israel with him, a
great congregation, from the entrance
of Hamath unto the torrent of Egypt,
before Jehovah our God, seven days
% and seven days, fourteen days. On

the eighth day he sent the people

away; and they blessed the king,
and went to their tents, joyful and
glad of heart for all the goodness
that Jehovah had done to David his
servant, and to Israel his people.
IX. And it came to pass when Solo-
mon had completed the building of
the house of Jehovah, and the king's
house, and all Solomon’s desire which
1 he was gleased to do, that Jehovah
appeared to Solomon the second
time, as he had appeared to hiﬁ!:t
% Gibeon. And Jehovah said to him,
I have heard thy prayer and thy
supplication which thou hast made
before me: I have hallowed this
house, which thou hast built, to put
my name there for ever; and mine
eyes and my heart shall be there
¢ perpetually. And as for thee, if thou
wilt walk before me, as David thy
father walked, in integrity of heart,
end in uprightness, to do according
to all that I have commanded thee,
[and] wilt keep my statutes and mine
b ordinances, then will I establish the

throne of thy kingdom over Israel
for ever, as I promised to David thy
father, saying, There shall not fail
thee a man upon the throne of Israel.
° [But] if ye shall at all turn from fol-
owing me, ye or your children, and
will not keep my commandments,
my statutes which I have set before
you, but go and serve other gods,
7 and worship them; then will I cut
off Israel out of the land' which I
have given them; and the house,
which I have hallowed to my name,
will I cast out of my sight; and
Tsrael shall be a proverb and a by-
8 word among all peoples; and this
house, [which] is high, every one
that passes by 1t shall be astonished
at, and shall hiss, and they shall say,
‘Why has Jehovah done thus to this
9 land and to this house? Anrd they
shall say, Because they forsook Jeho-
vah their God, who brought forth
their fathers out of the land of Egypt,
and have attached themselves to other
gods, and have worshipped them and
served them; therefore has Jehovah
brought upon them all this evil.
And it came fo pass at the end of
twenty years, when Solomon had
built the two houses, the house of
11 Jehovah and the king’s house, Hiram
the king of Tyre having furnished
Solomon with cedar-trees and cy-
press-trees, and with gold, according
to all his desire,—that then king
Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities
1 in the land of Galilee. And Hiram
came out from Tyre to see the cities
that Solomon had given him; and |
18 they did not please him. And he
said, What cities are these which
thou hast given me, my brother ?
And he called them the land of
U4 Cabul™ to this day. And Hiram had
sent to the km% one hundred and
twenty talents of gold.
And this is the account of the levy
which king Solomon raised, to build
the house of Jehovah, and his own

10
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house, and Millo, and the wall of

1 Lit. *from the face of the ground.’

=je,,"*

pledged,’ or according to others, * of no value.’
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Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo,
16 and Gezer.—Pharaoh king of Egypt
had gone up and taken Gezer, and
burned it with fire, and slain the
Canaanites that dwelt in the city, and
given it as a dowry to his daughter,
17 Solomon’s wife.—And Solomon built
18 Geger, and lower Beth-horon, and
Baalath, and Tadmor® in the wilder-
1 ness, in the land, and all the store-
cities that Solomon had, and cities
for chariots, and cities for the horse-
men, and that which Solomon de-
sired to build in Jerusalem, and on
Lebanon, and in all the land of his
# dominion. All the people that were
left of the Amorites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Je-
busites, who were not of the children
8 of Israel, their children that were
left after them in the land, whom
the children of Israel were not able
utterly to destroy, upon them did
Solomon impose a tribute® of bond-
¥ garvice until this day. But of the
children of Israel did Solomon make
no bondmen ; but they were men of
war, and his servants, and his chiefs,
and his captains, and captains of his
8 chariots and his horsemen. These
were the chief superintendents that
were over Solomon’s work, five hun-
dred and fifty, that ruled over the
people that wrought in the work.
%" But Pharaoh’s daughter came up
out of the city of David to her house
which he had built for her : then he
built Millo.
And three times in the year did
Solomon offer up burnt-offerings and
ace-offerings upon the altar that he
ad built to Jehovah, and he burned
incense upon that which was before
Jehovah. So he finished the house.
And king Solomon made & flest of
ships in Ezion-Geber, which is beside
Eloth, on the shore of the Red Sea, in
1 the land of Edom. And Hiram sent
in the fleet his servants, shipmen
that had knowledge of the sea,
* with the servants of Solomon; and

they went to Ophir, and fetched

thence gold, four hundred and twen-

ty talents, and brought it to king

Solomon, :

X. And the queen of Sheba heard of
the fame of Solomon in connection
with the name of Jehovah, and came

2 to prove him with enigmas. And she
came to Jerusalem with a very great
train, with camels that bore spices
and goldin very great abundance, and
precious stones; and she came to
Solomon, and spoke to him of all

8 that was in her heart. And Solomon
explained to her all she spoke of:
there was not a thing hidden from
the king that he did not explain
to her.

¢ And when the queen of Sheba saw
all Solomon's wisdom, and the house

5 that he had built, and the food of his
table, and the deportment of his ser-
vants, and the order of service of his
attendants, and their apparel, and
his cupbearers, and his ascent by
which he went up to the house of
Jehovah, there was no more spirit in

S her. And she said to the king, It
was a true report that I heard in mine
own land of thine affairs and of thy

7 wisdom ; but I gave no credit to the
words, until I came and mine eyes
had seen ; and behold, the half was
not told me: in wirdom and prospe-
rity thou exceedest the report that

¢ Theard. Happy are thy men ! happy
are these thy servants, who stand
continually before thee, who hear

? thy wisdom! Blessed be Jehovah

thy God, who delighted in thee, to

get thee on the throne of Israel!

Because Jehovah loves Israel for

ever, therefore did he make thee king,

to do judgment and justice.

And she gave the king a hundred
and twenty talents of gold, and spices
in very great abundance, and pre-
clous stones: there came no more
such abundance of spices as those
which the queen of Sheba gave to
U king Solomon. (And the fleet also

10

* Palmyra. The Chetiv reads ‘ Tamar,’ which means ‘a palm-tree.’

o Or ‘levy.’
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of Hiram, which carried gold from
Ophir, brought from Ophir sandal-
wood in very great abundance, and
11 precious stones. And the king made
of the sandal-wood a balustrade for
the house of Jehovah, and for the
king’s house, and harps and lutes for
the singers. There came no such
sandal-wood, nor was there seen to
18 this day.) And king Solomon gave
to the queen of Sheba all her desire,
whatever she asked, besides what he
gave her of the bounty of king Solo-
mon. And she turned and went to
her own land, she and her servants.
And the weight of gold that came
to Solomon in one year was six hun-
dred and sixty-six talents of gold,
16 besides what ca.me'}[ by the dealers,
and by the traffic of the merchants,
and by all the kings of Arabia, and
16 by the governors of the country. And
king Solomon made two hundred
targets of beaten gold,—he applied
six hundred [shekels] of gold to one
17 target; and three hundred shields
of beaten gold, — he applied three
minas? of gold to one shield; and
the king put them in the house of the
18 forest of Lebanon. And the king
made a great throne of ivory, and
% overlaid it with refined? gold: the
throne had six steps, and the top of
the throne was rounded behind ; and
there were arms on each side at the
lace of the seat, and two lions stood
9 heside the arms; and twelve lions
stood there on the one side and on
the other upon the six steps: there
was not the like made in any king-
1 dom. And all king Solomon's drink-
ing vessels were of gold, and all the
vessels of the house of the forest of
Lebanon were of precious gold: none
were of silver, [which] was not of the
least account in the days of Solomon.
# For the king had on the sea a Tar-
shish-fleet, with the fleet of Hiram :

"

once in three years came the Tar-

shish-fleet, bringing gold and silver,

ivory,* and apes, and peacocks.

And king Solomon was greater
than all the kings of the earth in
% riches and in wisdom. And all the

earth sought the presence of Solomon,

to hear his wisdom, which God had

2 put in his heart. And they brought

every man his present, vessels of sil-

ver, and vessels of gold, and clothing,
and armour, and spices, horses and

8 mules, a rate year by year. And

Solomon gathered chariots and horse-

men ; and he had a thousand four

hundred chariots, and twelve thou-
sand horsemen ; and he placed them
in the chariot-cities, and with the

37 king at Jerusalem. And the king

made silver in Jerusalem as stones,

and cedars made he as the sycamores®
that are in the lowlandt for abun-

38 dance. And the exportation of horses

that Solomon had was from Egypt:

a caravan of" the king’s merchants

fotched a drove [of horses] at & price.

2 And a chariot came up and went out

of Egypt for six hundred [shekels} of

silver, and a horse for a hundred and
fifty ; and so they brought f{them}
by their means, for all the kings
of the Hittites and for the kings of

Syria.

XI. But king Solomon loved many
foreign women, besides the danghter
of Pharaoh : women of the Moabites,
Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians,

1 Hittites; of the nations of whieh Je-
hovah had said to the children of
Israel, Ye shall not go in to them,
neither shall they come in to you;
they would certainly turn away your
heart after their gods: to these

8 Solomon was attached in love. And
he had seven hundred wives, prin-
oesses,and three hundred concubines;
and his wives tarned away his heart.

4 And it came to pass when Solomon

P Thmold mina, containing 50 shekels, is
estimated at 26} oz, troy.

3 Or 'superfine:’ it seems to have been the
best kind of refined gold.

7 Or ‘elephants’ teeth.’

* Wild figs.

t The - Shephelah.

* Or ‘out of Coa;’ and so 2 Chron. i. 16,
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was 0ld, {that] his wives turned away
his heart after other gods; and his
heart was not perfect with Jehovah
his God, as the heart of David his
& father. And Solomon went after Ash-
toreth the goddess of the Zidonians,
and after Milcom the abomination of
¢ the Ammonites. And Solomon did
evil in the sight of Jehovah, and fol-
lowed not fully Jehovah, as David
7 his father. Then did Solomon build

a high place for Chemosh the abomi-

nation of the Moabites, on the hill

that is before Jerusalem, and for

Molech the abomination of the chil-
8 dren of Ammon. And so he did for

all his foreign wives, who burned

incense and sacrificed to their gods.
?  And Jehovah was angry with Solo-
mon, because his heart was turned
away from Jehovah the God of Israel,
10 who had appeared to him twice, and
had commanded him concerning this
thing, not to go after other gods; but
he kept not what Jehovah had com-
11 manded. And Jehovah said to Solo-
mon, Forasmuch as this is done by
thee, and thou hast not kept my

covenant and my statutes which I

commanded thee, I will certainly

rend the kingdom from thee, and
12 will give it to thy servant : notwith-

standing in thy days I will not do it,

for David thy father's sake; I will

rend it out of the hand of thy son;
18 only, I will not rend away all the
kingdom: I'will give one tribe to
thy son, for David my servant’s sake,
and for Jerusalem’s sake which I
have chosen.

And Jehovah stirred up an adver-
sary to Solomon, Hadad the Edom-
ite; he was of the king’s seed in
158 Edom. Now it came to pass when

David was in Edom, when Joab the

captain of the host had gone up to

bury the slain, after he had smitten
16 gvery male in Edom (for Joab abode
there six months with all Israel,
until he had cut off every male in
17 Edom), that Hadad fled, he and cer-

14

tain Edomites of his father’s servants

with him, to go into Egypt, Hadad
18 being yet a little child. And they

arose out of Midian, and came to

Paran, and took men with them out

of Paran, and they came to Egypt, to

Pharaoh king of Egypt; who gave

him a house, and appointed him
19 victuals, and gave him land. And

Hadad found great favour in the

sight of Pharaoh, and he gave him

a8 wife the sister of his own wife, the
%0 gister of Tahpenes the queen. And
the sister of Tahpenes bore him

Genubath his son; and Tahpenes

brought him up in Pharaoh’s house ;

and Genubath was in Pharaoh's
household, among the sons of Pha-
" raoh. And Hadad heard in Egypt
that David slept with his fathers, and
that Joab the captain of the host was
dead; and Hadad said to Pharaoh,

Let me depart, that I may go to mine
3 own country. And Pharaoh said to
him, What then dost thou lack with
me, that behold, thou desirest to go
to thine own country? And he said,
Nothing; but in any case let me
depart.

God stirred him up yet an adver-
sary, Rezon the son of Eliada, who
bhad fled from Hadadezer king of
34 Zobah, his lord. And he collected

men to him, and became captain of

a band, when David slew them [of

Zobah]; and they went to Damascus,

and dwelt there, and reigned in Da-
3 magcus. And he was an adversary
to Israel all the days of Solomon,
besides the mischief that Hadad
[did]; and he abhorred Israel, and
reigned over Syria.

And Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
an Ephrathite™ of Zeredah, Solo-
mon's servant (whose mother’s name
was Zeruah, & widow woman), even
he lifted up his hand against the
87 king. And this was the canse that

he lifted up his hand against the

king: Solomon was building Millo,
and olosing the breach of the city of

* Or ‘ Ephraimite,”




I EKINGS

XI. XII.

38 David his father; and the man Jero-
boam was strong and valiant; and
Solomon saw the young man that
he was industrious, and he made
him ruler over all the charge= of the

% house of Joseph. And it came to
pass at that time that Jeroboam went
out of Jerusalem, and the prophet
Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the
way ; and he had clad himself with a
new garment; and they two wers

% glonein the field. Then Ahijahseized
the new garment that was on him,

8 and rent it in twelve pieces’; and said
to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces;
for thus saith Jehovah the God of
Israel: Behold, I will rend the king-
dom out of the hand of Solomon, and

8 will give ten tribes to thee; but one
tribe shall he have for my servant
David’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s
sake, the city which I have chosen

88 out of all the tribes of Israel: becaunse
they have forsaken me, and have
worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of
the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of
the Moabites, and Milcom the god
of the children of Ammon, and have
not walked in my ways, to do that
which is right in my sight, and my
statutes and mine ordinances, as

3 David his father. But I will not
take the whole kingdom out of his
hand; for I will make him prince
all the days of his life for David my
servant’s sake, whom I chose, who
kept my commandments and my

8 gtatutes; but I will take the kingdom
out of his son's hand, and will give

88 it unto thee,—the ten tribes. And
unto his son will I give one tribe,
that David my servant may have a
lamp always before me in Jerusalem,
the oity that I have chosen for my-

87 gelf to put my name there. And I will
take thee, that thou mayest reign
over all that thy soul desireth, and

%€ thou shalt be king over Israel. And
it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto
all that I command thee, and wilt
walk in my ways, and do that which

is right in my sight, in keeping my

statutes and my commandments, a8

David my servant did, that I will

be with thee, and build thee a lasting

house, as I built'for David, and will
8 give Israel unto thee. And I will for

this afflict the seed of David, but not
4 for ever. And Solomon sought to
kill Jeroboam ; and Jeroboam arose
and fled into Egypt, to Shishak king
of Egypt; and he was in Egypt until
the death of Solomon.

And the rest of the acts of Solomon,
and all that he did, and his wipdom,
are they not written in the book of
8 the acts of Solomon? And the time

that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem
43 over all Israel was forty years. And

Solomon slept with his fathers, and

was buried in the city of David

his father; and Rehoboam his son
reigned in his stead.
XII. And Rehoboam went to She-
chem ; for all Israel had come to
3 Shechem to make bim king. And it
came to pass when Jeroboam the son
of Nebat heard it (now he was yet in

Egypt, whither he had fled from the

presence of king Solomon, and Jero-

8 boam dwelt in Egypt; and they
sent and ealled him), that Jeroboam
and all the congregation of Israel
came and spoke to Rehoboam, say-

¢ ing, Thy father made our yoke griev-
ous; and now lighten thou the
grievous servitude of thy father and
his heavy yoke that he put upon us,

¢ and we will serve thee. And he said
to them, Depart yet for three days,
then come again to me. And the
people departed.

¢ And king Rehoboam consulted
with the old men, who had stood
before Solomon his father while he
yet lived, saying, How do ye advise
to return answer to this people?

7 And they spoke to him saying, If
this day thou wilt be a servant to this
people, and wilt serve them and an-
swer them and speak good words to
them, they will be thy servants for

41

t Or ‘ work.”




I KINGS XII.

8gver. But he forsook the advice of
the old men which they had given
him, and consulted with the young
men, who had grown up with him,
? that stood before him. And he said
to them, What advice give ye that
we may return answer to this peo-
ple who have spoken to me saying,
Lighten the yoke whiclt thy father
Y put upon us? And the young men
that had grown up with him spoke
to him saying, Thus shalt thou say
to this people that have spoken to
thee saying, Thy father made our
yoke heavy, and lighten thou it for
us,—thuos shalt thou say to them:
My little [finger] is thicker than my
11 father’s loins ; and whereas my father
laid a heavy yoke upon you, I will
add to your ypke : my father chas-
tised you with whips, but I will
chastise you with scorpions.”

And Jeroboam and all the people
came to Rehoboam the third day, as
the king had appointed saying, Come
 again to me on the third day. And
the king answered the people roughly,
and forsook the advice of the old men
% which they had given him; and he

spoke to them according to the advice

of the young men, saying, My father

made your yoke heavy, but I will

2dd to your yoke: my father chas-

tised you with whips, but I will
 chastise you with scorpions. So the
king hearkened not to the people;
for 1t was brought about by Jehovah,
that he might give effect to his word,
which Jehovah spoke through Ahijah
the Bhilonite to Jeroboam the son of
Nebat.

And all Israel saw that the king
hearkeneds not to them; and the
people answered the king saying,
What portion have we in David ?
end [we have] no inhentance in the
son of Jesse : to your tents, O Israel !
Now see to thine own house, David !
Y And Israel went to their tents. But

8sfor the children-of Israel that dwelt

1B

1

in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam
18 yoigned over them. And king Reho-
- boam sent Adoram, who was over
the levy; but all Isrsel stoned him
with stones, that he died. And king

Rehoboam hastened to mount his
19 chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. And
Israel rebelled against® the house of
David, unto this day.

And it came to pass when all Is-
rael heard that Jeroboam had come
back, that they sent and called him
to the nssembly, and made him king
over all Israel: none followed the
house of David, but the tribe of
Judah only. )
1 And Rehoboam came to Jerusalem;

and he assembled all the house of

Judah, with the tribe of Benjamin, a

hundred and eighty thousand chosen

men apt for war, to fight against the
house of Israel, that he might bring
the kingdom again to Rehoboam
#® the son of Solomon. But the word
of God came to Shemaiah the man of
3% (fod, saying, Speak unto Rehobosaimn,
the son of Solomon, king of Judah,
and unto all the house of Judah and

Benjamin, and to the remainder of
# the people, saying, Thus saith Jeho-
vah: Go not up, nor fight with your
brethren, the children of Israel; re-
turn every man to his house, for
this thing is from me. And they
hearkened to the word of Jehovah,
and returned to depart, according to
the word of Jehovah.

And Jeroboam built Shechem in
mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein ;
and went out from thence, and built
Penuel.

And Jeroboam said in his heart,
Now shall the kingdom return to the
37 house of David. If this people go

up to do sacrifice in the house of Je-

hovah at Jerusalem, the heart of
this people will twrn again to their
lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah,
and they will kill me, and return to
28 Rehoboam king of Judah. And the

20

28

’A kind of whip furnished with kootted
points, .

* Or ‘fell away from;’ and so 2 Chron. x. 19;
xxi. 8,
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king took counsel, and made two
calves of gold. And he said to them,
It is too much for you to go up to
Jerusalem : behold thy gods, Israel,
which brought thee up out of the land

% of Egypt! And he set the one in
Bethel, and the other he put in Dan.

8 And this thing became a sin; and
the people went B;o worship] before

81 the one, as far as Dan. And he made
a house of high places, and made
priests from all olasses® of the peo-
ple, who were not of the sons of Levi.

88 And Jeroboam ordained a feast in
the eighth month, on the fifteenth
day of the month, like the feast
that was in Judah, and he offered
upan the altar. 8o did he in Bethel,
sacrificing to the calves that he had
made; and he placed in Bethel the
priests of the high places that he had

88 made. And he offered upon the altar
that he had made in Bethel, on the
fifteenth day of the eighth month,
in the month which he had devised
of his own heart; and he made a
feast for the children of Israel, and
he offered upon the altar, burning
incense.

XIIT. And behold, there came s man
of God from Judah, by the word of
Jehovah, to Bethel; and Jeroboam
stood by the altar to burn incense.

2 And he cried against the altar by the
word of Jehovah, and said, O altar,
altar! thus saith Jehovah: Behold,
a child shall be born unto the house
of David, Josiah by name ; and upon
thee shall he sacnfice the priests of
the high places that burn incense
upon thee, and men’s bones shall be

8 burned upon thes. And he gave a
sign the same day, saying, This is
the sign that Jehovah hath spoken:
Behold, the altar shall be rent, and
the ashes that are upon it shall be

¢ poured out. And it came to pass
when the king heard the word of
the man of God, which hs eried
against the altar in Bethel, that Jero-
boam stretched forth his hand from

the altar, saying, Lay hold on him.

And his hand which he stretched

out against him dried up, so that he

could not bring it back again to him.
® And the altar was rent, and the ashes
poured out from the altar, according
to the sign that the man of God had
8 given by the word of Jehovah. And
the king answered and said to the
man of God, Intreat now Jehovah thy
God, and pray for me, that my hand
may be restored to me again. And
the man of God intreated Jehovah,
and the king's hand was restored to
him again, and became as before.
¥ And the king said to the man of God,

Come home with me, and refresh thy-

self, and I will give thee a present.
8 And the man of God said to the king,

If thou wilt give me half thy house,

I will not go in with thee, neither

will I eat bread nor drink water in
9 this place; for so was it charged

me by the word of Jehovah, saying,

Thou shalt eat no bread, nor drink

water, nor return by the way that
10 thou shalt go. 8o he went another
way, and returned not by the way
that he had come to Bethel.

Now there dwelt a certain old
prophet in Bethel; and his sons
came and told him all the works
that the man of God had done that
day in Bethel; the words that he
had spoken to the king, them they
12 told glso to their father. And their

father said to them, Which way went

he? for his sons had seen which
way the man of God went, who came
18 from Judah. And he said to his
“sons, Saddle me the ass. 8o they
saddled him the ass; and he rode
i thereon, and went aften the man of
God, and found him sitting under a
terebinth ; and he said to him, Art
thou the man of God that camest
from Judah ? And he said, I am.
18 And he said to him, Come home with
18 me, and eat bread. And he said, I
cannot return with thee, nor go in
with thee; neither will T eat bread

1

s Cf. Gen. xix, 4,

Lit. ‘ the ends.’
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nor drink water with thee in this
17 place. For it was said to me by the

word of Jehovah, Thou shalt eat no

bread nor drink water there, nor turn
again to go by the way that thou
16 wentest. And he said to him, I am

a prophet also as thou art; and an

angel spoke to me by the word of

Jehovah saying, Bring him back

with thee into thy house, that he

may eat bread and drink water. He
19 Jied unto him. Then he went back
with hirm, and ate bread in his house,
and drank water.

And it came to pass as they sat at
the table, that the word of Jehovah
came to the prophet that brought him
91 back, and he cried to the man of God

that came from Judah, saying, Thus

saith Jehovah: Forasmuch as thou

hast disobeyed the word® of Jehovah,

and hast not kept the commandment

that Jehovah thy God commanded
33 thee, but camest back, and hast eaten
bread and drunk water in the place
of which he said to thes, Eat no
bread and drink no water; thy car-
case shall not come to the sepulchre
of thy fathers.

And it came to pass, after he had
eaten bread, and after he had drunk,
that he saddled the ass for him, for
the prophet that he had brought back;
# gnd he departed. And a lion met

him by the way and slew him; and

his corpse wag castin the way, and the
ass stood by it; the lion also stood
3 by the corpse. And behold, men
passed by, and saw the corpse oast
in the way and the lion standing by
the corpse ; and they came and told
it in the city where the old prophet
38 dwelt. And the propbet that grought
him back from tge way heard [of it]
and said, It is the man of God who
was disobedient fo the word? of Je-
hovah; therefore Jehovah has de-
livered him to the lion, which has
torn him and slain him, according
to the word of Jehovah which he
* gpoke to him. And he spoke to his

20

sons eaying, Saddle me the ass; and
8 they saddled it. And he went and

found his corpse cast in the way,

and the ass and the Lion standing by
the corpse: the lion had not eaten the
% corpse, nor torn theass. And the pro-
phet took up the corpse of the man
of God, and leid it upon the ass, and
brought it back ; amf the old prophet
came into the city, to mourn and to
% bury him. And he laid his corpse in
hisown sepulchre ; and they mourned
over him [saying], Alas, my brpther !
®1 And it came to pass after he had
buried him, that he spoke to his sons
saying, When I am dead, bury me
in the sepulchre in which the man of

God is buried ; lay my bones beside
82 hig bones. For the word that he
cried by the word of Jehovah against
the altar in Bethel, and against all the
bouses of the high places that are in
the cities of Samaria, shall certainly
come to pass.

After this thing Jeroboam turned
not from his evil way, but made again
from all clagses of the people priests
of the high places : whosoever would,
he consecrated him, and he became
[one] of the priests of the high places.
84 And by this thing there was sin on the’

house of Jeroboain, even to cut it off

and to destroy it from off the face of
the earth.
XIV. At that time Abijah the son of

8 Jeroboam was sick. And Jeroboam
said to his wife, Arise, I pray thee,
and disguise thyself, that thou be not
known to be the wife of Jeroboam ;
end go to Shiloh: behold, there is

Ahijah the prophet, who told me that

[I should be] king over this people.

8 And take with thee ten loaves, and
cakes, and a cruse of honey, and go
to him : he will tell thee what shall

¢ become of the lad. And Jeroboam’s
wife did so, and arose and went to

Shiloh, and came to the house of

Ahijah. And Ahijah could not see;

for his eyes were set by reason of his

5 age. And Jehovah said to Ahijah,

b Lit, ‘mouth;’ and so ver. 28 (first time).
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Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh
to ask a thing of thee about her son ;
for he is sick: thus and thus shalt
thou say unto her; for it shall be,
when she cometh in, that she shall
feign to be another.
¢  And it was 80, when Ahijah heard
the sound of her feet, as she came in
at the door, that he said, Come in,
thou wife of Jeroboam ; why feignest
thou to be another? But I am sent
¥ to thee with a hard [message}. Go,
tell Jeroboam, Thus saith Jehovah
the God of Israel: Forasmuch as I
exalted thee from among the people,
and made thee prince over my people
¢ Israel, and rent the kingdom away
from the house of David, and gave 1t
thee ; and thou hast not been as my
servant David, who kept my com-
mandments, and who followed me
with all his heart, to do only that
¥ which is right in my eight; but
thou hast done evil above all that
were before thee, and hast gone and
made thee other gods, and molten
images, to provoke me to anger, and
19 hast cast me behind thy back : there-
fore hehold, I will bring evil upon
the house of Jeroboam, and will cut
off from Jeroboam every male, him
that is shut up and left® in Israel,
and will take away? the house of
Jeroboam, as & man taketh away
U dung, till it be all gone. Him that
dieth of Jeroboam in the city shall
the dogs eat, and him that dieth in
the field shall the fowl of the heavens
13 ggt; for Jehovah hath spoken. And
thou, arise, go to thine own house;
when thy feet enter into the city, the
13 child shall die. And all Israel shall
mourn for him, and they shall bury
him ; for he only of Jeroboam shall
come to the grave, because in him
there is found something good toward
Jehovah the God of Israel, in the
M house of Jeroboam. And Jehovah
shall raise up for himself a king over
Israel, who shall cut off the house of

Jeroboam that day; and what?....
1 even now. And Jehovah will smite
Israel, as a reed is shaken in the
water, and he will root up Israel out
of this good land which he gave to
their fathers, and will scatter them
beyond the river, because they have
made their Asherahs, provoking Je-
16 hovah to anger. And he will give
Israel up because of the sins of Jaro-
boam, wherewith he has sinned and
made Israel to sin,. .

And Jeroboam’s wife arose and
departed, and came to Tirzah ; when
she came to the threshold of the door,
18 the child died. And they buried him ;
and all Israel mourned for him, ac-
cording to the word of Jehovah,which
he spoke through his servant Ahijah
the prophet.

And the rest of the acts of Jero-
boam, how he warred, and how he
reigned, behold, they are written in
the book of the chroniecles of the kings
10 of Terael. And thedays that Jeroboam
reigned were twenty-two years; and
he slept with his fathers. And Nadab
his son reigned in his stead.

And Rehoboam the son of Solomon
reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was
forty-one years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned seventeen years
in Jerusalem, the city that Jehvvah
had chosen out of all the tribes of
Israel to put his name there; and
his mother’s name was Naamah, an
9 Ammonitess. And Judah did evil in

the sight of Jehovah, and they pro-

voked him to jealousy with their sins
which they committed more than all
8 that their fathers had done. And
they also built for themselves high
places, and columns,® and Asherahs
on every high hill and under every
3 green tree; and there were also
sodomites in the land. They did ao-
ocording to all the abominations of the
nations that Jehovah had dispossess-
ed before the children of Israel.
And it eame to pass in the fifth

7
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< 8ee on Deut. xxxii. 36. i
4 Lit. ‘will sweep out after;” and so xvi, 3;

xxi. 21. Or “ sweepeth out.’
« Or ‘statues:’ cf. Lev. xxvi. 1 and Isa. lvii. 8.
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year of king Rehoboam, [that] Shi-

shak king of Egypt came up against

% Jerusalem. And he took away the
treasures of the house of Jehovah,
and the treasures of the king's house;
he even took away all; and he took
away all the shields of gold that

¥ Solomon had made. And king Re-
hoboam made in their stead brazen
shields, and committed them to the
hands of the chief of the couriers who
kept the entrance of the king’s house.

8 And it was 80, that as often as the

king entered into the house of Jeho-

vah, the couriers bore them, and
brought them again into the chamber
of the couriers.

And the rest of the acts of Reho-
boam, and all that he did, are they
not written in the book of the chroni-
% cles of the kings of Judah? And

there was war between Rehoboam

%1 and Jeroboam all [their] days. And
Rehoboam slept with his fathers,
and was buried ‘'with his fathers in
the city of David. And his mother’s
name was Naamah, an Ammonitess.
And Abijam his son reigned in his
stead.

XV. And in the eighteenth year of
king Jeroboam the son of Nebat be-
gan Abijam to reign over Judah.

3 Horeigned three years in Jerusalem ;
and his mother’s name was Maachah,

® 5 daughter of Abishalom.! And he
walked in all the sins of his father,
which he had done before him;
and his heart was not perfect with

Jehovah his God, as the heart of
{ David his father. But for David's

sake Jehovab his God gave him a

lamp in Jerusalem, setting up his son

after him, and establishing Jeru-
b galem ; because David did that which

. was right in the sight of Jehovah, and
turned not aside from anything that
he commanded him all the days of
his life, except in the matter of Urijah

¢ the Hittite. And there had been war

19

between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all
the days of his life.

7 And the rest of the acts of Abijam,
and all that he did, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles
of the kings of Judah? And there
was war between Abijam and Jero-

8 boam. And Abijam slept with his
fathers; and they buried him in the
city of Davidl. And Asa his son
reigned in his stead.

®  And in the twentieth year of Jero-
boam king of Israel, Asa began to

12 reign over Judah; and he reigned
forty-one years in Jerusalem; and
his mother's® name was Maachah,

1 deughter of Abishalom. And Asa
did what was right in the sight of

12 Jehovah, as David his father. And
he put away the sodomites out of the
land, and removed all the idols that

18 his fathers had made. And also
Maachah his mother he removed
from being queen,® because she had
made an 1dol for the Asherah; and
Asa cut down her idol, and burned it

Y in the valley of Kidron. But the
high places were not removed ; only,
Asa’s heart was perfect with Jehovah

16 o]l his days. And he brought into the

house of Jehovah the things which
his father had dedicated, and the
things which he himself had dedi-
cated, silver and gold and vessels.
And there was war between Asa
and Baasha king of Israel all their

17 days. And Baasha king of Israel
came up against Judah, and built
Ramah, in order to let none go out
or come in to Asa king of Judah.

18 And Asa took all the silver and the
gold that were left in the treasures of
the house of Jehovah, and in the trea-
sures of the king’s house, and gave
them into the hand of his servants;
and king Asa sent them to Ben-
Hadad,! the son of Tabrimmon, the
son of Hezion, king of Syria, who

1 dwelt at Damascus, saying, There is

18

!'ie. Absalom: see on 2 Sam. iii, 8.
tie. ‘grandmother’s:’ sce ver. 2, =~ |
* 8trictly, ‘ mistress.’ It wasa position similar

to that of an empress-rother in China: see ii. 19.
! Meaning, ‘son of Hadad,’ i.e., of the Sun-god
of the Syrians,
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a league between me and thee, [as]

between my father and thy father;

behold, I send thee a present of silver
and gold : go, break thy league with

Baasgha king of Israel, that he may
1 depart from me. And Ben-Hadad

hearkened to king Asa, and sent the

captains of his forces against the
cities of Israel, and smote Ijon, and

Dan,and Abel-Beth-Maachah,and all

Kinneroth, with all the land of Naph-
9 tali. And it came to pass when Baasha

heard of i, that he left off building
1 Ramah, and dwelt in Tirzah. And

king Asa called together all Judah:
none was exempted ; and they carried
away the stones and the timber from

Ramah, with which Baasha had been

building ; and king -Asa built with

th(}elm Geba of Benjamin, and Miz-
ah.

fd P And the rest of all the acts of Asa,

and all his might, and all that he

did, and the cities that he built, are

they not written in the book of the

chronicles of the kings of Judah?

Only, in the time of his old age he
8 was diseased in his feet. And Asa
slept with his fathers, and was buried
with his fathers in the city of David
his father. And Jehoshaphat®* his
son reigned in his stead.

And Nadab the son of Jeroboam
began to reign over Israel in the
second year of Asa king of Judah;
and he reigned over Israel two years.
%6 And he did evil in the sight of Jeho-

vah, and walked in the way of his

father, and in his sin with which he
97 made Israel sin. And Baasha the
son of Ahijah, of the house of Issa-
char, conspired against him; and
Baasha smote him at Gibbethon,
which g)elonged] to the Philistines,
when Nadab and all" Israel” were
8 besieging Gibbethon. And Baasha
slew him in the third year of Asa
king of Judah, and reigned in his
% gtead. And it came to pass when he
was king, he smote all the house of
Jeroboam ; he left to Jeroboam none

a8

that breathed, until he had destroyed

him, according to the word of Jeho-

vah which he spoke by his servant
80 Ahjjah the Shilonite, because of the
sing of Jeroboam which he sinned,
and wherewith he made Israel to sin;
by his provocation with which he
provoked Jehovah the God of Israel
to anger.

And the rest of the acts of Nadab,
and all that he did, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles
8 of the kings of Israel? And there
was war between Asa and Baasha
king of Israel all their days.

In the third year of Asa king of
Judah began Baasha the son of Ahi-
jah to reign over all Fsrael in Tirzah,
8 for twenty-four years. Andhedidevil

inthe sight of Jehovah, and walked in

the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin

wherewith he made Israel to sin.
XVI. And the word of Jehovah came

to Jehu the son of Hanani against

? Baasha, saying, Forasmuch as I ex-
alted thee out of the dust, and made
thee prince over my people Israel,
and thou hast walked in the way of
Jeroboam, and hast made my people
Israel to sin, provoking me to anger

® with their sing; behold, I will take
away! Baasha and his houss, and
will make thy house like the house

4 of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. Him
that dieth of Baasha in the city shall
the dogs eat, and him that dieth of
his in the field shall the fowl of the
heavens eat.

8 And the rest of the acts of Baasha,
and what he did, and his might, are
they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel ?

¢ And Baasha slept with his fathers,
and was buried in Tirzah ; and Elah

7 his son reigned in his stead. And
also through the prophet Jehu the
gon of Hanani the word of Jehovah
came against Baasha, and against
his house, even for all the evil that
he did in the sight of Jehovah, pro-
voking him to anger with the work

81

* Meaning, ‘ Jehovah judges.’

Ct. Joel iil. 2, 12, 14.
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of his hands, in being like the house

of Jeroboam; and because he had

smitten him, .

8 In the twent{-sixth year of Asa
king of Judah, Elah the son of Baasha
began to reign over Israel in Tirzah

9 for two years. And his servant Zimri,
captain of half [hiz] chariots,conspired
sgainst him ; and he was in Tirzah,
drinking himself drunk in the house
of Arza, who was the steward of his

10 house in Tirzah; and Zimri went in
and smote him, and killed him, in the
twenty-seventh year of Asa king of

Judah, and he reigned in his stead.
1 And it came to pass when he began

to reign, as soon as he sat on his

throne, he slew all the house of

Baasha: he left him not a male,

neither of hig kinsmen™ nor of his
1 friends. And Zimri destroyed all the

house of Baasha, according to the

word of Jehovah, which he spoke

againet Baasha through Jehm the
1 prophet, for all the sins of Baasha,
and the sins of Elah his son, which
they sinned and wherewith they
made Israel to sin, provoking Jeho-
vah the God of Israel to anger with
their vanities.

And the rest of the acts of Elah,
and all that he did, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles
of the kings of Israel ?

In the twenty-seventh year of Asa
king of Judah, Zimri reigned seven
days in Tirzah. Now the people
were encamped against Gibbethon,
which [belonged] to the Philistines.
18 And the people that were encamped

heard say, Zimri has conspired, and

has also smitten the king; and all

Israel made Omri, the captain of the

host, king over Israel that day in
Y the camp. And Omri went up from

Gibbethon, and all Israel with him,
1 and they besieged Tirzah. And it

came to pass when Zimri saw that

the city was taken, that he went into
the citadel of the king’s bouse, and
burned the king's house over him

u

1B

% with fire; and he died for his sins
which he sinned in doing evil in the
sight of Jehovah, in walking in the
way of Jeroboam, and in his sin
which he did, making Israel to sin.

0 And the rest of the acts of Zimri, and

his conspiracy which he wrought, are

they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel ?

Then were the people of Israel
divided into two parts: half of the
people followed Tibni the son of Gi-
nath, to make him king ; and half fol-
1 jowed Omri. But the people that
followed Omri overcame the people
that followed Tibni the son of Ginath ;
and Tibni died, and Omri reigned.

In the thirty-first year of Asa king
of Judah, Omri began to reign over
Israel,—twelve years ; he reigned six
% years in Tirzah. And he bought

the hill Samaria of Shemer for two

talents of silver, and built on the
hill, and called the name of the city
that he built, after the name of She-
mer, owner of the hill, Samaria.®

3% And Omri wrought evil in the sight of
Jehovah, and did worse than all that

¢ were before him. And he walked in

all the way of Jeroboam the son of

Nebat, and in his sins wherewith he

made Igsrael to sin, provoking Jeho-

vah the God of Israel to anger with
their vanities.

And the rest of the acts of Omri,
what he did, and his might which
he shewed, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings
8 of Israel ? And Omuri slept with his
fathers, and was buried in Samaria ;
and Ahab his son reigned in his
stead.

And Ahsb the son of Omri began
to reign over Israel in the thirty-
eighth year of Asa king of Judah;
and Ahab the son of Omri reigned
over Israel in Samaria twenty-two
8 years. And Ahab the son of Omri

wrought evil in the sight or Jehovah

more than all that were before him.

81 And it came to pass, as if it was a

11
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light thing for him to walk in the

sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,

that he took as wife Jezebel the
daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zi-
donians; and he went and served

32 Baal and worshipped him. And he
reared up an altar for Baal in the
house of Baal, which he built in

33 Samaria. And Ahabmade the Ashe-

rah;° and Ahab did more to provoke

Jehovah the God of Israel to anger

than all the kings of Israel that were

before him.

In his days Hiel the Bethelite built
Jericho; he laid its foundation inP
Abiram his first-born, and set up its
gates in Segub his youngest, accord-
ing to the word of Jehovah which he
spoke through Joshua the som of
Nun.

XVII. And Elijah?the Tishbite, of the
inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab,
As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth,
before whom I stand, there shall not
be dew nor rain these years, except
by my word. .

*  And the word of Jehovah came to
% him saying, Get thee hence, and
turn thee eastward, and hide thyself
by the torrent Cherith, which is be-
4 fore the Jordan. And it shall be, that
thou shalt drink of the torrent; and

T have commanded the ravens to feed

8 thee there. And he went and did
according to the word of Jehovah;
he went and abode by the torrent

Cherith, which is before the Jordan.

8 And the ravens brought him bread
and flesh in the morning, and bread
and flesh in the evening; and he
drank of the torrent.

7 And it came to pass after a while
that the torrent dried up, for there

8 had been no rain in the land. And
the word of Jehovah came to him

9 gaying, Arise, go to Zarephath, which
is by Zidon, and abide there: behold,

I have commanded a widow woman
10 there to maintain thee. And he arose

snd went to Zarephath; and when

84

he came to the entrance of the city,

behold, a widow woman was there

gathering sticks. And he called to
her and said, Fetch me, I pray thee,

a little water in a vessel, that I may
12 drink. And she went to fetch [it],

and he called to her and said, Bring

me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread
12in thy hand. And she said, As

Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not

a cake, but a handful of meal in a

barrel, and a little oil in a cruse;

and behold, I am gathering two sticks,
that I may go in and dress it for me
and my son, that we may eat it, and
18 die. And Elijahsaid to her, Fear not;
go, do as thou hast said; but make
me thereof a little cake first; and
bring it to me ; and afterwards make
4 for thee and for thy son. For thus
saith Jehovah the God of Israel:
The meal in the barrel shall not
waste, neither shall the oil in the
cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah
sendeth rain upon the face of the
18 garth! And she went and did ac-
cording to the word of Elijah; and

she, and he, and her house, ate a
18 whole year.* The meal in the barrel
did not waste, neither did the oil in
the cruse fail, according to the word
of Jehovah which he had spoken
through Elijah.

And it came to pass after these
things, that the son of the woman,
the mistress of the house, foll sick;
and his sickness was 8o severe that
18 there was no breath left in him. And

she said to Elijah, What have I to do

with thee, O thou man of God ? art
thou come to me to call mine iniquity
to remembrance, and to slay my
B gon? And he said to her, Give me
thy son. And he took him out of her
bosom, and carried him up into the
upper chamber where he abode, and
% ]aid him upon his own bed. And he
cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah,
my God, hast thou also brought evil
upon the widow with whom I sojourn,

17

© Image of the Phoenician Astarta,
» See Josh. vi. 28.

1 Meaning,  Whose God is Jehovah.’
r Lit. ‘days.’
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! by slayingherson? And hestretched
himself upon the child three times,
and cried to Jehovah and said, Je-
hovah, my God, I pray thee, let this
¢hild’s soul come into him againl

3 And Jehovah heard the voice of Eli-
jah, and the soul of the child came

3 into him again, and he lived. And
Elijah took the child, and brought
him down from the upper chamber
into the house, and delivered him to
his mother ; and Elijah said, See, thy

* son lives. And the woman said to
Elijah, Now by this I know that thou
art a man of God, and that the word
of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth.

XVIIL. And it came to pass after
many days, that the word of Jehovah
came to Elijah in the third year,
saying, Go, shew thyself to Ahab;
and I will send rain upon the face of

3 the earth. And Elijah went to shew
himself to Ahab.

And the famine was severe in

8 Samaria. And Ahab ealled Obadiah,
who was the steward of his house
(now Obadiah feared Jehovah great-

4 ly; and it was so, when Jezebel cut
off the prophets of Jehovah, that
Obadiah took a hundred prophets,
and hid them by fifty in a cave, and
maintained them with bread and

8 water) ; and Abab said to Obadiah,
Go through the land, to all the foun-
tains of water and to all the torrents,
perhaps we may find grass to save
the horses and the mules alive, so
that we may not have to destroy

® some of [our] beasts. And they
divided the land between them to
gass through it: Ahab went one way

y himself, and Obadiah went an-
other way by himself.

7 Aod as O{adia.h was on the way,
behold, Elijah met him ; and he knew
him, and fell on his face, and said,
Is it indeed thou, my lord Elijah ?

8 And he said to him, I [am he]: go,

? say to thy lord, Behold Elijah! And
bhe said, What have I sinned, that
thou givest thy servant into the hand

10 of Ahab, to put me to death? As Je-

hovah thy God liveth, there is no
nation or kingdom whither my lord
has not sent to seek thee; and when
they said, He is not [here], he took
an oath of the kingdom or nation
41 that they found thee not. And now
thou sayest, Go, say to thy lord, Be-
12 hold Elijah! And it shall come to
pess when I am gone from thee, that
the Spirit of Jehovah shall carry thee
whither I know not; and when I
come and tell Ahab, and he cannot
find thee, he will kill me; and I thy
servant fear Jehovah from my youth.
18 'Was it not told my lord what I did
when Jezebel slew the prophets of
Jehovah, how I hid a hundred men
of Jehovah's prophets by fifty in a
cave, and maintained them with
H bread and water? And now thou
sayest, Go, say to thy lord, Behold
16 Elijah! and he will kill me. And
Elijah said, As Jehovah of hosts
liveth, before whom I stand, I will
certainly shew myself to him to-day.
16 Then Obadiah went to meet Ahab,
and told him.
And Ahab went to meet Elijah.
17 And it came to pass when Ahab saw
Elijah, that Ahab said to him, Is it
18 thou, the troubler of Israel? And he
said, I have not troubled Israel, but
thou and thy father’s house, in that ye
have forsaken the commandments of
Jehovah, and thou hast followed the
12 Baals. And now send, gather to me
all Israel to mount Carmel, and the
prophets of Baal four hundred and
fifty, and the prophets of the Ashe-
rah four hundred, who eat at Jezebel’s
%0 table. So Ahabsent to all the children
of Israel, and gathered the prophets
together unto mount Cs.rmef.
Then Elijah drew near to all the
geople, and said, How long do ye
alt between two opinions ? if Jeho-
vah be God, follow him ; and if Baal,
follow him. And the people answer-
2 od him not a word. And Elijah said
to the people, I, only I, remain a pro-
phet of Jehovah ; and Baal's prophets
8 gre four hundred and fifty men. Let

1
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them therefore give us two bullocks:

and let them choose one bullock for

themselves, and cut it in pieces, and

g}:t it on the wood, and put no

e; and I will sacrifice® the other
bulloek, and put it on the wood, and
M put no fire. And call ye on the
name of your gods, and I will call on
the name of Jehovah; and the god
that answers by fire, let him be
God. And all the people answered
and said, The word 1s good.

And Elijah said to the prophets of
Baal, Choose one bullock for your-
selves, and sacrifice it first; for ye
are the many; and call on the name
38 of your god, but put no fire. And

they took the bullock which had been

given them, and sacrificed it, and
called on the name of Baal from
morning until noon, saying, O Baal,
answer us! But there was no voice,
and none answered. And theyleaped
about! the altar that had been made.
9 And it came to pass at noon that

Elijah mocked them and said, Cry

aloud; for he is a god; for he 1s

meditating, or gone aside, or he is on

a journey; perhaps he sleeps, and
# will awake. And they cried aloud,

and cut themselves after their man-

ner with swords and spears, till the
9 blood gushed out upon them. Andit
came to pass when midday was past,
that they prophesied until the [time]
of the offering up of the oblation; but
there was neither voice, nor any that
answered, nor any attention.

Then Elijah said to all the people,
Draw near to me. And all the peo-
ple drew near to him. And he
repaired the altar of Jehovah which
31 was broken down. And Elijah took

twelve stones, according to the num-

ber of the tribes of the sons of Jacob,
to whom the word of Jehovah came
saying, Israel shall be thy name;
8 gnd with the stones he built an altar

in the name of Jehovah, and made a

trench round about the altar, of the

s

80

capacity of two measures” of seed;
8 and he put the wood in order, and

cut the bullock in pieces, and laid it

on the wood. And he said, Fill four
pitchers with water, and pour it on
the burnt-offering, and on the wood.
8¢ And he said, Do it the second time.

And they did it the second time. And

he said, Do it the third time. And
% they did it the third time. And the

water ran round about the altar; and
he filled the trench also with water.
86 And it came to pass at [the time of]
the offering up of the oblation, that

Elijah the prophet drew near, and

said, Jehovah, God of Abrabham,

Isaac and Israel, let it be known this

day that thou art God in Israel, and

that I am thy servant, and that I bave
done all these things by thy word!
37 Answer me, Jehovah, answer me,
that this people may know that thou

Jehovah art God, and [that] thou

hast turned their heart back again !
8 And the fire of Jehovah fell, and

consumed the burnt-offering, and the

wood, and the stones, and the dust,

and licked up the water that was in
 the trench. And all the people saw
[it], end they fell on their faces and
sald, Jebovah, he is God! Jehovah,
he is God!

And Elijeh said to them, Seize the
prophets of Baal; let not one of them
escape! And they seized them ; and
Elijah brought them down to the
torrent of Kishon, and slaughtered
them there.

And Elijah said to Ahab, Go up,
eat and drink; for there is a sound
2 of abundance of rain. And Ahab

went up to eat and to drink. And

Elg'ah went up to the top of Carmel ;

and he bowed down on the earth, and
¢ put his face between his knees. And

he said to his servant,” Go up now,
look toward the sea. And he went
up and looked, and said, [There is]
nothing. And he said, Go again
¢ geven times. And it came to pass at

41

s oy, “‘dos’ 80 vers. 25, 26. t Or ‘upon.’
v Heb. Sea, corresponding nearly to a peck.

™ Heb. ‘young man:’ cf. Judg. vii. 10; Ruth
ii. 5; 1 8am, ix. 5: 8o also chap. xx. 14,
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the seventh time that he said, Be-
hold there is a cloud, small a8 a man’s
hand, arising out of the sea. And
he said, Go up, say to Ahab, Harness
and go down, that the pour of rain
45 gtop thee not. And it came to pass
in the mean while, that the heavens
became black [with] clouds and wind,
and there was a great pour of rain.
-And Ahab got on the chariot, and
4 went to Jizreel.
Jehovah was npon' Elijah; and he
girded up his loins, and ran before
Ahab to the entrance of Jizreel.
XIX. And Ahab told Jezebel all that
Elijah had done, and in detail how
he had slain all the prophets with
% the sword. And Jezebel sent a mes-
senger to Elijah saying, So do the
gods [to me], and more also, if I
make not thy life as the life of one
of them by to-morrow about this time !
% And when he saw [that], he arose,
and went for his life, and came to
Beersheba, which belongs to Judah,
¢ and left his servant there. And he
himself went a day’s journey into
the wilderness, and came and sat
down under a certain broom-bush,
and requested for himself that he
might die; and said, It is enough:
now, Jehovah, take my life; for I
3 amn pot better than my fathers. And
he lay down and slept under the
broom-bush. And behold, an angel
touched him, and said to him, Arise,
8 eat. And he looked, and behold, at
his head was a cake, baked on hot
stones, and a cruse of water. And
he ate and drank, and lay down
7 again. And the angel of Jehovah
came again the second time, and
touched him, and said, Arise, eat;
for the journey is too great for thee.
8 And he arose, and ate and drank, and
went in the strength of that food
forty days and forty nights to Horeb
® the mount of God. And there he
went into a eave, and lodged there.
And behold, the word of Jehovah
[eame] to him, and he said to him,

And the hand of|

10 ‘What doest thoun here, Elijah ¢ And
he said, I have been very jealous for
Jehovah the God of hosts; for the
children of Israel have forsaken thy
covenant, thrown down thine altars,
and slain thy prophets with the
sword ; and I am left, I alone, and
they seek my life, to take it away.

11 And he ssid, Go forth, and stand
upon the mount ' before Jehovah.
And behold, Jehovah passed by, and
a great and strong wind rent the
mountains, and broke in pieces the
rocks before Jehovah: Jehovah was
not in the wind. And after the wind,
an earthquake : Jehovah was not in

12 the earthquake. And after the earth-
quake, a fire: Jehovah was not in
the fire. And after the fire, a soft

1% gentle voice. And it came to pass,
when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped
his face in his mantle, and went out,
and stood in the entrance of the cave.
And behold, a voice [came] to him
and said, What doest thou here, Eli-

4 jah ? And he said, I have been very
jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts ;
for the children of Israel have for-
saken thy covenant, thrown down
thine altars, and slain thy prophets
with the sword; and I am left, I
alone, and they seek my life, to take

1 it away. And Jehovah said to him,
Go, return on thy way to the wilder-
ness of Damascus; and when thou
comest, anoint Hazael king over

16 Syria; and Jehu the son of Nimshi
shalt thon anoint king over Israel;
and Elisha* the son of Shaphat of
Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint pro-

17 phet in thy stead. And it shall come
to pass, [that] him that escapeth the
sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay; and
him that escapeth the sword of Jehu

18 ghall Elisha slay. Yet I have left

[myselfL;even thousand in Israel,

all the knees that have not bowed

unto Baal, and every mouth that
hath not kissed him.
And he departed thence, and found

Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was

19
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gloughing [with] twelve yokes before

im, and he with the twelfth; and
Elijah went over to him, and cast his

3 mantle on him. And he left the oxen,
and ran after Elijah, and said, Let
me, I pray thee, kiss my father and
my mother, and I will follow thee.
And he said to him, Go back again ;

31 for what have I done to thee? And
he returned back from him, and took
the yoke of oxen, and killed¥ them,
and boiled their flesh with the im-
plements of the oxen, and gave to
the people, and they ate. And he
arose and went after Elijah, and
ministered to him.

XX. And Ben-Hadad king of Syria
assembled all his host; and there
were thirty-two kings with him, and
horses and chariots; and he went
up and besieged Samaris, and fought

% against it. And he sent messengers
to Ahab king of Israel into the city,

8 and said to him, Thus says Ben-
Hadad: Thy silver and thy gold is
mine; thy wives also and thy chil-

¢ dren, the goodliest, are mine. And
the king of Israel answered and said,
My lord, O king, sccording to thy
saying, I am thine, and all that I

S have. And the messengers came
again, and said, Thus speaks Ben-
Hadad saying: I sent to thee indeed,
saying, Thou shalt deliver me thy
silver, and thy gold, and thy wives,

¢ and thy children; but to-morrow
about this time I will send my ser-
vants to thee, and they shall search
thy house, and the houses of thy ser-
vants; and it shall be, that whatso-
ever is pleasant in thy sight, they

, shall put in their hand and take
away.

7 And the king of Israel called all
the elders of the land and said, Mark,
I pray you, and see how this [man]
seeks mischief; for he sent to me for
my wives, and for my children, and
for my silver, and for my gold; and

¢ I denied him not. And all the elders

and all the people said to him,
? Hearken not, nor consent. And he

said to the messengers of Ben-Hadad,

Tell my lord the king, All that thou

didst send for to thy servant at the

first I will do; but this thing I cannot
do. And the messengers departed,
10 gnd brought him word again. And

Ben-Hadad sent to him and said,

The gods do so to me, and more also,

if the dust of Samaria shall suffice

for handfuls for all the people that
11 follow me ! And the king of Israel

answered and said, Tell im], Let

not him that girdeth on boast himself
12 a8 he that putieth off 1* And it came

to pass when he heard this word, as
he was drinking, he and the kings
.in the tents,* that he said to his ser-
vants, Set yourselves. And they set
themselves against the city.

And behold, a prophet drew near
to Ahab king of Iarael, and said, Thus
saith Jehovah : Hastthou seen all this
great multitade ? behold, I will de-
liver it into thy hand this day; and
thou shalt know that I am Jeho-
4 yah, And Ahab said, By whom ?

And he said, Thus saith Jehovah: By

the servants of the princes of the

rovinees. Then he said, Who shall
gegin the battle? And he said,
1 Thou. And he numbered the ser-
vants of the princes of the provinees,
and they were two hundred and
thirty-two ; and after them he num-
bered all the people, all the children
of Israel, seven thousand.

And they went out at noon ; and
Ben-Hadad drank himself drunk in
the tents, he and the kings, the thirty-
17 two kings that helped him. And

the servants of the princes of the

provinces went out first; and Ben-

Hadad sent out, and they told him

saying, There are men come out of
18 Samaria. And he said, Whether

they be come out for peace, take
them alive ; or whether they be come
1% gut for war, take them alive. And

18

16

7 Or ‘sacrificed:’ it is as chap. i. 9, &ec,
s Or “ Let not him that girdeth himself boast
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these servants of the prinees of the
provinces came out of the city, and
10 the army that followed them. And
they slew every one his man ; and the
Byrians fled, and Israel pursued
them; and Ben-Hadad the king of
Syria escaped on & horse with the
3 horsemen. And the king of Israel
went out, and smote the horses and
chariots, and slew the Syrians with
“ & great slaughter. ‘
king of Israel, and said to him, Go,
strengthen thyself, and understand,
and see what thou shalt do ; for at the
return of the year the king of Syria
% will come up against thee. And the
servants of the king of Syria said to
him, Their gods are gods of the moun-
tains; therefore they were stronger
than we; but if we fight against
them on the plateau, shall we not
M be stronger than they? And do
this : take the kings away, every man
out of his place, and put governors
% in their stead ; and number thee an
army, like the army that thou hast
lost, horse for horse, and chariot for
chariot; and we will fight against
them on the plateau: shall we not be
stronger than they 2 And he hear-
kened to their voice, and did so.
And it came to pass, at the return of
the year, that Ben-Hadad numbered
the Syrians, and went up to Aphek,
17 to fight against Israel. And the
children of Israel were numbered
and victualled, and they went against
them; and the children of Israel
encamped before them like two little
flocks of goats ; but the Syrians filled
18 the land. And the man of God drew
near, and spoke to the king of Is-
rael and said, Thus saith Jehovah:
Because the Syrians have said, Je-
hovah is a god of the mountains, but
he is not a god of the valleys, I will
give all this great multitude into thy
hand, and ye shall know that I am
% Jehovah. And they encamped one

And the prophet drew near to the

over against the other seven days;

and it came to pass that on the se-

venth day the battle was joined ; and
the children of Israel smote of the

Byrians & hundred thousand footmen
% in one day. And the rest fled to
Aphek, into the city; and the wall
foll on twenty-seven thousand men of
them that were left. And Ben-Hadad
fled, and came into the city, [from)]
chamber to chamber.?

And his servants said to him,
Behold now, we have heard that the
kings of the house of Israel are merci-
ful kings: let us, I pray thee, put
sackcloth on our loins, and ropes
upon our heads, and go out to the
king of Israel; perhaps he will save
® thy life. And they girded sackcloth

on their loins, and ropes on their

heads, and came to the king of Israel,
and said, Thy servant Ben-Hadad
says, I pray thee, let me live. And
he said, Is he yet alive? he is my
% brother. And the men took it as &
good omen,® and hastened to eatch
what came from him, and they said,

Thy brother Ben-Heded .... And

he said, Go, bring him. And Ben-

Hadad came forth to him; and

he caused him to come up into the
8 ohariot. And [Ben-Hadad] said to
him, The cities that my father took
from thy father I will restore; and
thou shalt make streets for thyself in
Damascus, a8 my father made in
Samaria. And I [said Ahab] will
send thee away with this covenant.
80 he made a covenant with him,
and sent him away.

And & certain man of the sons of
the prophets said to another? by the
word of Jehovah, Smite me, I pray
thee. But the man refused to smite
8 him. Then said he to him, Because

thou hast not hearkened to the voice

of Jehovah, behold, when thou de-
partest from me, the lion will slay®
. thee., And when he had departed
from him, the lion found him and

sl
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87 glew? him. Then he found another
man, and said, Smite me, I pray
thee. And the man smote him vio-

% lently, and wounded [him]. And the
prophet departed, and waited for
the king by the way, and disguised
himself with a sash over his eyes.

% And as the king passed by, he cried
to the king and said, Thy servant
went out into the midst of the battle ;
and behold, a man turned aside, and
brought a man to me and said, Keep
-this man; if by any means he be miss-
ing, then shall thy life be for his life,
or thou shalt pay® a talent of silver.

4 And as thy servant was busy here
and there, he was gone. And the
king of Israel said to him, So [is] thy
judgment : thyself hast decided [it].

41 Then he hastily took the sash away
from hig face ; and the king of Israel
discerned him, that he was of the

42 prophets. And he said to him, Thus
saith Jehovah: Because thou hast
let go out of thy hand the man that
I hagd devoted to destruction, thy life
shall be for his life, and thy people

43 for his people. And the king of Israel
went to his house sullen and vexed,
and came to Samaria.

XXI. And it came to pass after these
things, [that] Naboth the Jizreelite
had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel,
by the side of the palace of Ahab king

* of Samaria. And Ahab spoke to
Naboth saying, Give me thy vine-
yard, that I may have it for a garden
of herbs, for it 18 near, by the side of
my bouse; and I will give thee for
it & better vineyard than it; if it seern
good to thee, I will give thee its value

? in money. And Naboth said to Ahab,
Jehovah forbid it me, that I should
give the inheritance of my fathers to

¢ thee! And Ahab came into his house
sullen and vexed because of the word
that Naboth the Jizreolite had spoken
to him; for he had said, I will not
give thee the inheritance of my fa-
thers. And he lay down on his bed,
and turned away his face, and ate no

¢ bread. And Jezebel his wife came
to him, and said to him, Why is thy
spirit sullen, and thon eatest no

¢ bread? And he said to her, Because I
spoke to Naboth the Jizreelite and
said to him, Give me thy vineyard for
money; or else, if it please thee, I
will give thee a vineyard for it; and
he said, I will not give thee my vine-
7yard. And Jezebel his wife said to
him, Dost thou now exercise sove-
reignty over Israel? arise, eat bread,
and let thy heart be glad: I will give
thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jiz-

8 reelite. And she wrote a letter in
Ahab’s name, and sealed it with his
seal, and sent the letter to the elders
and to the nobles that were in his

9 city, dwelling with Naboth. And she
wrote in the letter saying, Proclaim
a fast, and set Naboth at the head of
1 the people; and set two men, sons
of Belial, before him, and they shall
bear witness against him saying,
Thou didst curse God and the king;
and carry him out, and stone him,
11 that he may die. And the men of
his city, the elders and the nobles
that dwelt in his city, did as Jezebel
had sent to them, as it was written
in the letter that she had semt to
1 them : they proclaimed a fast, and
set Naboth at the head of the people.
13 And there came the two men, sons of
Belial, and sat before him; and the
men of Belial witnessed against him,
against Naboth, in the presence of
the people, saying, Naboth blasphem-
ed God and the king. And they
carried him forth out of the city, and
stoned him with stones, that he died.

M And they sent to Jezebel saying,
15 Naboth is stoned, and is dead. And
it came to pass when Jezebel heard
that Naboth was stoned and was
dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise,
take possession of the vineyard of Na-
both the Jizreelite, which he refused
to give thee for money; for Naboth
16 ja not alive, but dead. And it came
to pass when Ahab heard that Naboth

f Heb. ‘smote.’

¢ Heb. ‘ weigh.’
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was dead, that Ahab rose up to go

down to the vineyard of Naboth the

Jizreelite, to take possession of it.

17 And the word of Jehovah came to
8 Elijah the Tishbite, saying, Arise, go
down to meet Ahab king of Israel,
who i8 in Samaria: behold, he is in
the vineyard of Naboth, whither he
is gone down to take possession of it.
¥ And thou shalt speak unto him say-
ing, Thus saith Jehovah : Hast thou
killed, and also taken possession?
And thou shalt speak unto him say-
ing, Thus saith Jehovah: In the
place where the dogs licked the blood
of Naboth shall the dogs liek thy
¥ blood, even thine. And Ahab said
to Elijah, Hast thou found me, mine
enemy ? And he said, I have found

{thee]; because thou hast sold thy-

self to do evil in the sight of Jehovah.
3 Behold, I will bring evil upon thee,

and will take away thy posterity, and
will cut off from Ahag every male,
and him that is shut up and left in
8 Tsrael; and I will make thy house
like the house of Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, and like the house of Baasha
the son of Ahijah, for the provo-
cation wherewith thou hast provoked
me to anger, and made Israel to
# gin. And of Jezebel also spoke Je-
hovah saying, The dogs shall eat
3 Jezebel by the moat of Jizreel. Him
that dieth of Ahab in the city shall
the dogs eat, and him that dieth in
the field shall the fowl of the heavens
# eat. (Surely there was none like to

Ahab, who did sell bimself to do evil

in the sight of Jehovah, Jezebel his
18 wife urging him on. And he did
very abominahbly in following idols,®
according to that the Amorites
did, whom Jehovah had dispossessed
before the children of Israel.)

And it came to pass when Ahab
heard these words, that he rent his
garments, and put saokcloth upon

is flesh, and fasted, and lay in sack-
% ¢loth, and went softly. And the word

of Jehovah came to Elijah the Tish-

7

9 bite, saying, Seest thou how Ahab
humbleth himself before me? be-
cause he humbleth himself before
me, I will not bring the evil in his
days: in his son’s days will I bring
the evil upon his house.

XXII. And theycontinued three years
without warbetween Syria and Israel.

* And it came to pass in the third year,
that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah
came down to the king of Israel.

3 And the king of Israel said to his
servants, Do ye know that Ramoth
in Gilead is ours, and we keep quiet
without taking it out of the hand of

¢ the king of Syria? And he said to

Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me

to battle to Ramoth-Gilead ? *And Je-

hoshaphut said to the hing of Israel,

I am as thou, my people as thy peo-

ple, my horses as thy horses.

And Jehoshaphat said to the king
of Israel, Inquire, I pray thee, this
¢ day of the word of Jehovah. And

the king of Israel assembled the pro-

phets, about four hundred men, and
said to them, Shall I go against

Ramoth-Gilead to battle, or shall I

forbear ? And they said, Go up, and

the Lord will give it into the idng's

"hand. But Jehoshaphat said, Is
there not here a prophet of Jehovah
besides, that we might inquire of

8him? And the king of Israel said

to Jehoshephat, There is yet one
man by whom we may inquire of

Jehovah ; but I hate him, for he pro-

phesies no good coneerning me, but

evil: [itis] Micah! the son of Imlah.

And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the

king say so.

Then the king of Israel called a
chamberlain X and said, Fetch quickly
10 Micah the son of Imlah. And the

king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the

king of Judah, having put on their
robes, sat each on his throne, in the
open place at the entrance of the gate
of Samaria; and all the prophets
11 prophesied before them. And Zede-

13

kiah the son of Chenaanah mede

b Cf,Lev. xxvi. 80 ; Deut. xzix. 17,  # Cf. note on Judges xvii. 5: here, Ms.

iahu, *Or‘s

h *
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for himself hom’s ofiron, and he said, | .

Thus saith Jehovah: With these shalt

thou push the Syrians, until thou
1 have exterminated thefin. And all
the prophets prophesied so, saying,
Go ll:p It)o En.mo&-Gilead, and pro-
sper; for Jehovah will give it into
the king’s hand.

And the messenger that went to
call Micah spoke to him saying,
Behold now, the words of the pro-
phets [declare] good to the king with
one assent : let thy word, I pray thee,
be like the word of one of them, and
U gpeak good. And Micah said, As

Jehovah liveth, even what Jehovah

shall say to me, that will I speak.
1§ And he came to the king. And the

king said to him, Micah, shall we
go against Ramoth-Gilead to battle,
or shall we forbear? And he gaid to
him, Go up, and prosper ; for Jehoval
will give it into the hand of the king.
18 And the king said to him, How many
times shall I adjure thee that thou
tell me nothing but truth in the name
17 of Jehovah ? And he said, I saw all

Israel scattered upon the mountains,

as sheep that have no shepherd. And

Jehovah said, These have no master :

let them return every man to his
18 house in peace. And the king of
Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not
tell thee that he prophesies no good
coneerning me, but evil ?

And he said, Hear therefore the
word of Jehovah: I saw Jehovah
sitting upon his throne, and all the
host of heaven standing by him, on
20 hig right hand and on his left ; and

Jehovah said, Who shall entice Ahab

that he may go up and fall at Ra-

moth-Gilead ? And one said after this
manner, and another said after that
3 manner. And there came forth a
spirit, and stood before Jehovah, and
8 gaid, I will entice him. AndJehovah
said unto him, Wherewith ? And
he said, I will go forth, and will be

& lying spirit in the mouth of all his

prophets. And he said, Thou shalt

13

19

entice [him], and also succeed: go
18 forth, and do so. And now, behold,

Jehovah has put a lying spirit in the

mouth of all these thy prophets, and

Jehovah has spoken evil concerning
%4 thee. Then Zedekiah' the son of

Chenaanah went near, and smote Mi-

oah upon the cheek, and said, Where

now went the Spirit of Jehovah from
¥ me to speak to thee? And Micah
said, Behold, thou shalt see on that
day when thou shalt gofrom chamber
8 to chamber to hide thyself. And the
king of Israel said, Take Micah and
carry him back to Amon the governor
of the city, and to Joash the king's
1 gon; and thou shalt sey, Thus says
the king : Put this [man] in the pri-
son, and feed him with bread of afflic-
tion and with water of affliction, until
38 T come in peace. And Micah said, If
thou return at all in peace, Jehovah
has not spoken by me. And he said,
Hearken, O peoples, all of you!

And the king of Israel and Je-
hoshaphat the king of Judah went
8 up to ﬁa.moth-(}ilead. And the king

of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, I will

disguise myself, and will enter into
the battle; {ut put thou on thy robes.

And the king of Israel disguised him-
81 golf, and wentinto the battle. Andthe

king of Syria commanded the thirty-

two captains of his chariots saying,

Fight neither with small nor great,

but with the king of Israel only.
8 And it came to pass when the cap-

tains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat,
that they said, Surely that is the king
of Israel; and they turned against
him to fight ; and Jehoshaphat cried
8 out. And it came to pass that when
the captains of the chariots perceived
that it was not the king of Israel, they
twned back from pursuing him.

And a man drew a bow at a ven-
ture, and smote the king of Israel
between the fastenings and the cors-
let. And he said to his charioteer,
Turn thy hand, and drive me out of
8 the camp ; for I am wounded.® And

84
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the battle increased that day; and the | burned incense still on the high
king was stayed up in his chariot|4 places. And Jehoshaphat was at
against the Syrians, and he died at| peace with the king of Israel.
even; and the blood of the wound|* And the rest of the acts of Jeho-
ran out into the holiow of the chariot.| shaphat, and his might which he
% And there went the cry throughout| shewed, and how he warred, are they
the host at the going down of the| not written in the book of the chroni-
sun, saying, Every man to his city, | 7 cles of the kings of Judah ? And the
and everiimn to his own country!| remainder of the sodomites, which
% And the king died, and was brought|{ were left in the days of his father
to Samaria ; and they buried the king{ Asa, he put away® from out of the
®in Samaria. And one washed the | land. And there was no king in
chariot in the pool of Samaria; and|* Edom: a deputy reigned. Jehosha-
the dogs licked his blood, where the| phat made Tarshish-ships to go to
harlots bathed: according to the| Ophirforgold; butthey wentnot, for
word of Jehovah, which he had| theshipswerebroken at Ezion-geber.
spoken. 80 Then said Ahaziah the son of Ahab to
¥ ~ And the rest of the acts of Ahab,| Jehoshaphat, Let my servants go
and all that he did, and the ivory|® with thy servants in the ships. But
house thaf he built, and all the cities | Jehoshaphat would not. And Jeho-
that he built, are they not written in| shaphat slept with his fathers, and
the book of the chronicles of thekings| was buried with his fathers in the
© of Israel ? And Ahab slept with his| city of David his father; and Jeho-
fathers ; and Ahaziah his sonreigned | ram? his son reigned in his stead.
in his stead. 8 Ahazish the son of Ahab began to
4 And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa| reign over Israel in Samaria the
began to reign over Judah in the| seventeenthyearof Jehoshaphatking |
fourth year of Ahab king of Isrzel.| of Judah; and he reigned two years
9 Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years|®® over Israel. And he did evil mn
old when he began to reign; and he| the sight of Jehovah, and walked
reigned twenty-five years in Jerusa-| in the way of his father, and in
lem; and his mother’s name was| the way of his mother, and in the
% Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi. And| way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
he walked in all the way of Asa his|® who made Israel to sin. And he
father ; he tyrned not aside from it,| served Baal, and worshipped him,
doing what was right in the sight of| and provoked Jehovah the God of
4 Jehovah. Only, the high places were| Israel to anger, according to all that
not removed : the people offered and| his father had done.

°

-

» Or ' exterminated.’ ° Same name as Joram. (2 Sam. viii. 10.)

THE

SECOND BOOK OF KINGS.

I. And Moab rebelled against Israel| and he sent messengers and said to
after the death of Ahab. them, Go, inquire of Baal-zebub the
% And Abhaziah fell down through| god of Ekron, whether I shall recover
the lattice in his upper ohamber| ® from this disease. And the angel of
which was in Bamaria, and was sick; . Jehovah said to Elijah the Tishbite,
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Arise, go up to meet the messengers
of the king of Samaria, and say to
them, Is it because there is not a God
in Israel, that ye go to inquire of
¢ Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? Now
.therefore thus saith Jehovah: Thou
shalt not come down from the bed
on which thou art gone up, but
shalt certainly die. And Elijah de-
parted.
$  And the messengers returned to
him ; and he said to them, Why have
¢ yo roturned? And they said unto
him, A man came up to meet us, and
8aid to us, Go, return to the king that
sent you and say to him, Thus saith
Jehovah: Is it because there is not
a God in Israel, that thou sendest
to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of
Ekron? therefore thou shalt not
come down from the bed on which
thou art gone up, but shalt certainly
7die. And he said to them, What
manner of man was he that came up
to meet you, and told you these
® words? And they said to him, He
wag 8 man in a hairy [garment]®
and girt with a girdle of leather about
his loins. And he said, It is Elijah
the Tishbite.
® And he sent to him a capain of
fifty with his fifty. And he went up
to him, and behold, he sat on the
top of the mount. And he spoke to
him: Man of God, the king says,
10 Come down! And Elijah answered
and said to the captain of fifty, And
if I be a man of God, let fire come
down from the heavens and con-
sume thee and thy fifty. And there
came down fire from the heavens,
and consumed him and his fifty.
And again he sent to him another
captein of fifty with his fifty. And
he spoke and said to him, Man of
God, thus says the king: Come down
1 quickly! And Elijah answered and
said to them, If 1 be a man of God,
let fire come down from the heavens
and consums thee and thy fifty. And
the fire of God came down from the

17

heavens, and consumed him and his

18 And again he sent the captain of
a third fifty with his fifty. And the
third captain of fifty went up, and
came and fell on his knees before
Elijah, and besought him and said
to him, Man of God, I pray thee, lot
my life, and the life of these fifty thy
servants, be precious in thy sight.

14 Behold, there came down fire from
the heavens, and consumed the two
captains of the former fifties with
their fifties ; but now, let my life be

18 procious in thy sight. And the angel
of Jehovah said to Elijah, Go down
with him : be not afraid of him. And
he arese, and went down with him

16 to the king. And he said to him,
Thus saith Jehovah : Forasmuch as
thou hast sent messengers to inquire
of -Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, is
it because there is no God in Israel
to inquire of his word? therefore
thou shalt not come down from the
bed on which thou art gone up, but

17 ghalt certainly die. And he died ac-

cording to the word of Jehovah that

Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram

began to reign in his stead, in the

second year of Jehoram the son of

Jehoshaphat king of Judah; for he

had no son.

And the rest of the acts of Ahaziah,
what he did, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel?

II. And it came to pass when Jehovah
would take up Elijah into the heavens
by a whirlwind, that Elijah went

% with Elisha from Gilgal. And Elijah
said to Elisha, Abide here, I pray
thee; for Jehovah has sent me to
Bethel. And Elisha said, As Jeho-
vah liveth, and as thy soul liveth,
I will not leave thee! So they went

8 down to Bethel. And the sons of
the prophets that were at Bethel
came forth to Elisha, and said to him,
Dost thou know that Jehovah will
take away thy master from over thy

18

» Or ‘a hairy man.’




II KINGS II.

head to-day? And he said, I also
know it: be silent!

¢ And Elijab said to him, Elishs,
abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah
has sent me to Jericho. And he said,
As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul
Liveth, I will not leave thee! And

8 they came to Jericho. And the sons
of the prophets that were at Jericho
drew near to Elisha and said to him,
Dost thou know that Jehovah will
take away thy master from over thy
head to-day? And he said, I also
know it: be silent !

¢ And Elijjah said to him, Abide here,
I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent
me to the Jordan. And he said, As
Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, I will not leave thee! And

7 they two went on. And fifty men of
the sons of the prophets went and
stood opposite afar off; and they two

8 stood by the Jordan. And Elijah
took his mantle, and wrapped it
together, and smote the waters, and
they were divided hither and thither;
andy they two went over on dry
ground. -

? ~ And it came to pass when they had
gone over, that Elijah said to Elisha,
Ask what I shall do for thee, before
I am taken away from thes, And
Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double
portion of thy spirit be upon me.

10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard
thing: if thon see me when I am
taken from thee, it shall be so to
thee ; but if not, it shall not be [so].

11 And it came to pass as they went on,
and talked, that behold, a chariot of
fire and horses of fire; and they

arted them both asunder; and Elh-
jah went up by a whirlwind into the

8 heavens. And Elisha saw [it], and
he cried, My father, my father! the
chariot of lsrael and the horsemen
thereof! And he saw him no more.
Then he took hold of his own gar-
ments and rent them in two pieces.

¥ And he took up the mantle of Elijah
which fell from him, and went back

and stood by the bank of the Jordan ;
1 and he took the mantle of Elijah
which had fallen from him, and smote
the waters, and said, Where is Jeho-
vah, the God of Elijah ? He also®
smote the waters, and they parted
hither and thither, and Elisha went
over.

And the sons of the prophets who
were at Jericho on the opposite gide
saw him, and they said, The spirit
of Elijah rests on Elisha. And they
came to meet him, and bowed them-
16 gelves to the ground before him, and

said to him, Behold now, there are

with thy servants fifty valiant men ;
let them go, we pray thee, and seck
thy master, lest perhaps the Spirit of

Jehovah have taken him up, and cast

him upon some mountain, or into

some ravine. And he said, Ye shall
7 not send. And they pressed him till
he was ashamed, and he said, Send.

They sent therefore fifty men, and

they sought three days, but did not
16 find him. And they came again to
him (now he was staying at Jeri-
cho); and he said to them, Did I
not say to you, Go not ?

And the men of the city said to
Eligha, Behold now, the situation of
the city is good, as my lord sees;
but the water is bad, and the land
2 jg barren. And he said, Bring me

& new cruse, and put salt in it.
31 And they brought it to him. And

he went forth to the source of the

waters, and cast the salt in there,

and said, Thus saith Jehovah: I

have healed these waters : there ahall

not be from thence any more death
2 or barrenness. And the waters were
healed to this day, according to the
saying of Elisha which he spoke.

And he went up from thence to
Bethel, and as he went up by the
way, there came forth little boys out
of the city, and mocked him, and said
to him, Go up,® bald head; go up,
% bald head! And he turned back,

and looked on them, and cursed

18

19
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them in the name of Jehovah. And
there came forth two she-bears out
of the wood, and tore forty-two chil-

% dren of them. And he went from
thence to mount Carmel, and from
thence he returned to Samaria.

II. And Jehoram the son of Ahab
began to reign over Ierael in Bamaria
in the eighteenth year of Jehosha-
phat king of Judah; and he reigned

? twelve years. And he wrought evil
in the sight of Jehovah, but not like
his father and like his mother; and
he took away the column? of Baal

8 that his father had made. Only, he
clave to the sins of Jeroboam the son
of Nebat who made Israel to sin: he
did not depart therefrom.

4  And Mesha king of Moab was a
sheepmaster, and rendered to the
king of Israel a hundred thousand
lambs and a hundred thousand rams,

8 with the wool.* And it came to pass
when Ahab was dead, that the king
of Moab rebelled against the king of

¢ Israel. And at that time king Jeho-
ram went out of Samaria and in-
spected all Israel.

7 ~ And he went and sent to Jehosha-
hat the king of Judah saying, The
ing of Moab hasrebelled againstme:

wilt thou go with me against Moab
to battle? And he said, I will go
up: I am as thou, my people as
thy people, my horses as thy horses.

8 And he said, Which way shall we go
up? And he said, By way of the
wilderness of Edom.

¥  And the king of Israel went, and
the king of Judah and the king of
Edom, and they made a circuit
of seven days’ journey. And there
was no water for the army,! and for

10 the cattle that followed them. And
the king of Israel said, Alas! that
Jehovah has called these three kings
together, to give them into the hand

1t of Moab! And Jehoshaphat said, Is
there not here a prophet of Jehovah
that we may inquire of Jehovah by

him? And one of the king of Israel's

servants answered and said, Here

is Elisha the son of Shaphat, who
poured water on the hands of Elijah.
19 And Jehoshaphat said, The word of

Jehovah is with him. And the king

of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the

king of Edom went down to him.
1% And Elisha said to the king of Israel,

‘What have I to do with thee ? go

to the prophets of thy father and to

the prophets of thy mother. And
the king of Israel said to him, Not

80, for Jehovah has called these three

kings to give them into the hand of
14 Moab. And Elisha said, As Jehovah

of hosts liveth, before whom I stand,
surely, were it not that I regard the
resence of Jehoshaphat the king of
guda.h, I would not look toward thee
18 nor see thee. And now fetch me a
minstrel. And it came to pass when
the minstrel played, that the hand of

Jehovah was upon him.

16 And he said, Thus saith Jehovah :
17 Make this valley full of ditohes.# For
thus saith Jehovah : Ye shall not see
wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet
this valley shall be filled with water,
and ye shall drink, both ye, and your
18 gattle, and your beasts. And this is

a light thing in the sight of Jehovah :

he will give the Moabites also into
19 your hand. And yeshall smite every

fortified city and every choice city,

and shall fell every good tree, and

stop all wells of water, and mar every
0 good piece of land with stones. And
it came to pass in the morning, when
the oblation was offered up, that be-
hold, there came water by the way
of Edom, and the country was filled
with water,

And all the Moabites heard that
the kings were come up to fight
against them, and they were called
together, all that were able to put on
armour, and upward, and stood by
% the border. And they rose up early

in the morning, and the sun rose

11

d Or perhaps * image;’ see on 1 Kings xiv. 23,
*Or p:o thgekins of Israel the wool of,” &c.

f Or ‘ camp.”
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upon the water, and the Moabites saw
the water on the other side red as

3 blood. And they said, This is blood :
the kings are entirely destroyed,
and have smitten one another; and

8 now, Moab, to the spoil! And when
they eame to the camp of Israel, the
Israelites rose up and smote the
Moabites, and they fled before them ;
and they entered in and smote Moab.

% And they beat down the cities, and
on every good piece of land cast every
man his stone and filled it, and they
stopped every well of water, and
felled every good tree, until they left
[only] the® stones at Kirhareseth,
and the slingers went about it, and

2 gmote it. And the king of Moab
saw that the battle was too severe
for him, and he took with him seven
hundred men that drew swords, to
break through to the king of Edom,

7 but they could not. And he took his
eldest son, that should have reigned
in his stead, and offered him up for
s burnt-offering upon the wall. And
there was great wrath against Israel ;
and they departed from him, and

. " returned to [their own] land.

IV. Anda woman of the wives of the
sons of the prophets cried to Elisha
saying, Thy servant my husband is
dead, and thou knowest that thy ser-
vant feared Jehovah ; and the creditor
is eome to take my two children to

2 be bondmen. And Elisha said to her,
‘What shall I do for thee? Tell me,
what hast thou in the bouse? And
she said, Thy handmaid has not any-
thing at all in the house but & pot of

% 0il. And he said, Go, borrow for
thyself vessels abroad from all thy
neighbours, empty vessels; let it not

¢ be! fow; and go in, and shut the door
upon thee and upon thy sons, and
pour out into all those vessels, and

% got aside what is full. And she went
from him, and shut the door upon
her and upon her sons : they brought

[the vessels] to her, and she poured
¢ out. And it came to pass when the
vessels were full, that she said to her
son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he
said to her, There is not a vessel |
7 more. And the oil stayed. And she
came and told the man of God ; and
he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy
debt, ‘and live thou [and] thy sons
on the rest.
¢ And it came to pass on a day, that
Elisha passed to Shunem, where was
a wealthy! woman, and she con-
strained him to eat bread. And so
it was, [that] as oft as he passed by,
he turned in thither to eat bread.
® And she said to her husband, Behold
now, I perceive that this is a holy
man of God, who passes by us con-
10 tinually. Let us make, I pray thee,
a small upper chamber with walls,X
and let us set for him there a bed,
and a table, and a seat, and a lamp-
stand ; and it shall be when he com-
eth to us, he shall turn in thither.
1 And it came to pass on a day, that
he came thither, and he turned into
the upper chamber, and lay there.
12 And he said to Gehazi his servant,!
Call this Shunammite. And hecalled
18 her, and she stood before him. And
he said to him, Bay now to her, Be-
hold, thou hast been careful for us
with all this care ;™ what is to be done
for thee ? wouldest thou be spoken for
to the king, or to the captain of the
host? And she said, I dwell among
4 mine own people. And he said,
‘What then is to be done for her?
And Gehazi said, Verily, she has no
15 gon, and her husband is old. And
he said, Call her; and he called her:
16 and she stood in the doorway. And
he said, At this appointed time, when
thy term is come® thou shalt em-
brace a son. And she said, No, my
lord, man of God, do not lie to thy
handmaid.

17 And the woman conceived, and

» Lit. * ber.” ¢ Lit, * make it not...
§ Strictly, ‘great.’ % Or ° upon the wall.’
1 Heb. ‘ young man,’ a8 ver, 19, and often.

=Or “alacrity.’
®» Or * at [this] time of the year’ (lit. ‘life’], as
Gen. xviii. 14, Bo in ver. 17,
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bore a son at that appointed time

in the next year as Elisha had said to
18 her. And the child grew, and it came

to pass one® day, that he went out to
19 hig father to the reapers. And he
said to his father, My head, my head !

And he said to the servant, Carry
0 him to his mother. And he carried

him, and brought him to his mother;

and he sat on her knees till noon,
81 and died. And she went up, and
laid him on the bed of the man of

God, and shut [the door] upon him,
3 gnd went out. And she called to her

husband, and said, Send me, I pray

thee, one of the young men, and one

of the asses,? and I will run to the
8 man of God, and come again. And

he said, Why wilt thou go to him to-

day? It is neither new moon nor

sabbath. -And she said, [It is] well.
M Then she saddled the ass, and said
to her servant, Drive and go forward ;
slack not the riding for me, except 1
bid thee.

And she went and came to the
man of God, to mount Carmel. And
it ceme to pass when the man of God
saw her afar off, that he said to Gehagi
his servant, Behold, there is the
3 Shunammite : run now, I pray thee,

to meet her, and say unto ber, Is it

well with thee ? is it well with thy
husband ? is it well with the child ?
9 And she said, It is well. And she
came to the man of God to the moun-
tain, and caught him by the feet;
and Gehazi drew near to thrust her
away; but the man of God eaid, Let
her alone, for her soul is troubled
within her, and Jehovah has hidden
it from me, and has not told me.
38 And she said, Did I desire a son of
my lord ? did I not say, Do not de-
2 ceive me? And he said to Gehazi,
Gird up thy loins, and take my staff
in thy hand, and go thy way. If
thou meet any man, salute him not,
and if any salute thee, answer him
not again; and lay my staff upon
| 8 the face of the lad. And the mother

of the lad said, As Jehovah liveth,

and as thy soul liveth, I will not

leave thee! And he rose up and
51 followed her. And Gehazi passed on
before them, and laid the staff upon
the face of the lad; but there was
neither voice nor sign of attention.
And he returned to meet him, and
told him saying, The lad is not
awaked.

And when Elisha came into the
house, behold, the child was dead
8 [and] laid upon his bed. And he

went in and shut the door upon them
84 both, and prayed to Jehovah. And

he went up, and lay upon the child,
snd put his mouth upon his mouth,
and his eyes upon his eyes, and his
hands upon his hands, and bent over
him ; and the flesh of the child grew
8 warm. And he returned, and walk-
ed in the house to and fro; and
went up, and bent over him. And
the lad sneezed seven times, and the
8¢ ]ad opened his eyes. And he called

Gebazi, and eaid, Call this Shu-

nammite. And he called her; and

she came to him. And he said, Take
87 up thy son. And she came and fell
at his feet, and bowed herself to the
ground ; and she took aup her son,
and went out.

And Elisha came again to Gilgal.
And there was a famine in the land ;
and the sons of the prophets were
sitting before him. And he said to
his servant, Set on the great pot,
and boil pottage for the sons of the
% prophets. Then one went out into

the field to gather herbs, and found

a wild vine, and gathered from it his

lap full of wild colocynths, and came

and shred them into the pot of pot-
tage; for they did not know them.
4 And they poured out for the men to
eat. And it came to pass, as they
were eating of the pottage, that they
cried out and said, Man of God, there
is death in the pot! And they could
1 poteat[it]. And he said, Then bring
meal. And he cast [it] into the pot,

° Lit. ‘the.’

» Here, ‘ she-asses,’
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and said, Pour out for the people,

that they may eat. And there was

no harm in the pot.

And there came a man from Baal-
shalishah, and brought the man of
God bread of the first-fruits, twenty
loaves of barley, and fresh ears of
eorn in his sack. And he said, Give
to the people that they may eat.
# And his attendant said, How shall 1
set this before a hundred men? And
he said, Give the people that they may
eat; for thus saith Jehovah: They
shall eat, and shall have to spare.
4 And he set [it] before them, and they.

ate and left [thereof}, according to

the word of Jehovah.

V. And Naaman, captain of the host
of the king of Syria, was a great man
before his master, and honourable,.
for by him Jehovah had given de-
liverance to Syria; and he was a
mighty man of valour, [but] a leper.

¥ And the Syrians had gone out in
bands, and had brought away captive
out of the land of Israel a little maid;
and she waited on Naaman’s wife.

® Anéd she said to her mistress, Oh,
would that my lord were before the
prophet that is in Samaria! then
he would cure him of his leprosy.
* And he went and told bis lord say-
ing, Thus and thus said the maid
8 that is of the land of Israel. And
the king of Syria eaid, Well! go, and

I will send a letter to the king of

Israel. And he departed, and took

with him ten talents of silver, and

six thousand [shekels] of gold, and
ften changes of raiment. And he
bronght the letter to the king of Is-
rael, saying, And now, when this
letter comes to thee, behold, 1 have
sent Napaman my servant to thee,
that thou mayest cure him of his
"leprosy. And it came to pass when
the king of Israel had read the letter,
that he rent his garments, and seid,

Am I God, to kill and to make alive,

that this man sends to me to cure a

man of his leprosy ? Wherefore con-

49

sider, I pray you, and see how he
seeks an occasion against me.

¢ And it was so, when Elisha the
man of God bhad heard that the king
of Israel had rent his garments, that
he sent to the king, saying, Why
hast thou rent thy garments ? let him
come now- to me, and he shall know
that there is a prophet in Israel.

? And Naaman eame with his horses
and with his chariot, and stood at
the doorway of the house of Elisha.

10 And Blisha sent a messenger to him,
saying, Go and wash®in the Jordan
seven times, and thy flesh shall come
again to thee, and thou shalt be
olean.

¥ And Naaman was wroth, and went
away and said, Behold, I thought,
He will certginly eome out to me,
and stand, and call en the name of
Fehovah his God, and wave his hand
over the place, and ouve the leper.

1 Are not the Abarah* and the Phar-
par, rivers of Damascus, better than
all the waters of Israel ? may I not
wash in them and be clean? And
he turned and went awgy in a rage.

1» And his servants drew near, and
spoke to him and sai® My father,
fif} the prophet had bigden thee [do

some] great thing, wjuldest thou
not have done it ? how much rather
then, when he says to thee, Wash

* and be clean 2° Then he went down,
and plunged himself seven times in
the Jordan, according to the saying
of the man of God. And his flesh
became again like the flesh of & little
child, and he was clean.

1 Anh he retwrned to the man of
God, he and all his company, and
came and stood before him ; and he
said, Behold, I know that there is no
God in all the earth but in Israel;
and now, I pray thee, take a present

18 of thy servant. But he said, As Je-
hovah liveth, before whom I stand,
I will receive none! And he urged

17 him to take it ; but he refused. And
Naaman said, If not, then let there,

4 Or *bathe:’ so vers, 12, 13.

* Or ‘the Amanah.’
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I pray thee, be given to thy sexrvant

two mules' burden of [this] earth;

for thy servant will no more offer*
burnt-offering and sacrifice to other
18 gods, but to Jehovah. In this thing

Jehovah pardon thy servant: when

my master goes into the house of

Rimmont to bow down? there, and

-he leans on my hand, and I howdown

myself in-the house of Rimmon—

when I bow down myselfin the house

of Rimmon, Jehovah pardon thy ser-
1% vant, I pray thee, in this thing. And
he said to him, Go in peage. And he
departed from him a little way.

And Gebazi, the servant™ of
Elisha the man of God, said, Behold,
my master has spared Naaman, this
Syrian, in not receiving at his hands
that which he brought; but as Je-
hovah liveth, I will run after him
31 gnd take somewhat of him, And

Gehazi followed after Naaman. And

when Naaman saw him running after

him, he sprang down from the chariot
to meet Ei,m, and said, Is all well ?
1 And he said, All is well.* My master
has sent me saying, Behold, even
now there are come to me from mount

Ephraim two ypung men of the sons

of the prophets; give them, I pray

thee, a talent of silver, and two
 changes of raimept. And Naaman
said, Consent to take two talents.

And he urged him, and bound two

talents of silver in two bags, with

two changes of raiment, and laid them
upon two of his young men; and they
34 bore them before him. And when he
came to the hill, he took them from
their hand, and stowed them in the
house; and he let the men go, snd
2 they departed. And he entered in
and stood before his master.
And Elisha said to him, Whence

E?omest thou], Gehazi? And he said,
18 Thy servant went no whither. And

he said to him, Did not my heaxt go,

when the man turned again from his

20

chariat o mept theo? Is it a time
fo recaive money, and to receive gar-
ments, and oliveyards,and vineyards,
and sbeep, and oxen, and bondmen,

37 and bondwomen? But the leprosy
of Naaman shall fasten upon thee,
and upon thy seed for ever. And he
went out from his presence leprqus,
48 8nOw. :

VI. And the sona of the prophets said
to Elisha, Behold now, the place
where we dwell” before thee is too

3 strait for us. Let us go, we pray thee,
to the Jordan, and take thence every
man & beam, and let ys make us a.
place there, where we may dwell.

® And he said, Go. And one said, Con-
sent, I pray thee, to go with thy
servants. And he said, I will go.

4 And he went with them. And they
came to the Jordan and cut down the

® trees. And it came to pass as one
was felling & beam, that the iron fell
into the water; and he cried and
said, Alas, master, and it was bor-

¢ rowed! And the man of God said,
Where did it fall 2 And he shewed
him the place. And he cut down a
stick, and cast it in thither, and made

7 the iron to swim. And he said, Take
Et] up to thee. And he put out his

and and took it.

8 And the king of Syria warred
against Israel; and he took counael
with his servants, sapying, In such
and such g place [shall be] my camp.

? And the man of God sent to the king
of Israel, sa’y]i.ug, Beware that thou
pass not such a place, for thither the

1o S{rians arecomedown. Andtheking
of Israel sent to the place which the

man of God told him and warned

him of,and he was on his guard there.

That took place] not once, nor twice.
d the heart of the king of Syria

was troubled because of this thing;

and he called his servants, and said
to them, Will ye not shew me which

12 of us is for the king of Israel ? And

1

*mwy, * do:” of, 1 Kings iii. 15; xviii. 23,
¢ A Syrian idol,
¥ Or " worship.”

* Aniv. 12, &c.; and 80 vi. 16.
* Lit, ‘[tlg it) peace? And he said, Peace.’

Y Or “mit.
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one of his servants said, None, my
lord, O king ; but Elisha, the prophet
that is in Israel, tells the king of
Isrnel the words that thou speakest

1%in thy bedchamber. And he =aid,
Go and see where he is, and I will
send and fetch hira. And it was told
him saying, Behold, he is in Do-
than

And he sent thither horses and
chariots, and a great host, and they
came by night and surrounded the
16 ¢ity. And when the attendant of

the man of God rose early and went

forth, behold, an army surrounded
the city, with horses and chariots.

And his servant said to him, Alas,
16 ;y master! how shall we do? And

he said, Fear not, for they that are

with us are more than they that are
17 with them. And Elisha prayed and
said, Jehovah, I pray thee, open his
eyes that he msay see. And Jehovah
opened the eyes of the young man,
and he saw; and behold, the moun-
tain was full of horses and chariots
of fire round about Elisha.

And they came down to him ; and
Elisha prayed to Jehovah and said,
Smite this nation, I pray thee, with
blindness. And he smote them
with blindness according to the word
19 of Elisha. And Elisha said to them,
This is not the way, neither is this
the city : follow me, and I will bring

ou to the man whom ye seek. And

o led them to SBamaria. And it came
to pass when they entered into Sa-
maria, that Elisha said, Jehovah,
open the eyes of these [men] that
they may see. And Jehovah opened
their eyes, and they saw, and be-
hold, they were in the midst of
% Samaria. And the king of Israel

said to Blisha, when he saw them,

My father, shall I smite? shall I
¥ gmite [them]? And he said, Thou
shalt mot smite [them]: wouldest
thou smite those whom thou hast
taken captive with thy sword and
with thy bow? Set bread and water

U

18

10

before them, that they may eat and
# drink, and go to their master. And
he prepared a great repast for them;
and they ate and drank; and he sent
them away, and they went to their
master. And the bands of Syria
came no more into the land of
Israel.

And it came to pass after this that
Ben-Hadad king of Syria gathered
all his army,* and went up and be-
% gieged Samaria. And there was a

great famine in Samaria; and be-

hold, they besieged it, until an ass's
head was worth eighty silver-pieces,*
and the fourth part of a cab oFdove’s
% dung five silver-pieces. And it came
to pass a8 the king of Israel was pass-

ing by upon the wall, there cried a

woman to him saying, Help,*my lord
¥ O king! And he said, If Jehovah do

not help thee, whence should I help
thee? Out of the threshing-floor,
3 or out of the winepress? And the
king said to her, What aileth thee ?
And she said, This woman said to
me, Give thy eon, that we may eat
him to-day, and we will eat my son
% to-morrow. And we boiled my son,
and ate him : and I said to her on the
next day, Give thy son, that we may
eat him; and she has hidden her
8 gon. And it came to pass when the
king heard the words of the woman,
that he rent his garments; and he
was passing by upon the wall, and
the people looked, and behold, he
had sackeloth within upon his flesh.
81 And he said, God do so, and more
also to me, if the head of Elisha the
son of Shaphat shall remain on him
this day!

And Elisha sat in his house, and the
elders sat with him. And [the king]
sent & man before him. Before the
messenger came to him, he himself
said to the elders, Do ye see how this
son of a murderer has sent to take
away my head? See, when the mes-
senger comes ; shut the door,and keep
him off with the door: is not the sound

24

*Or ' camp.’ » Or ‘(shekels] of silver.’

b Lit. ‘8ave ;' and so ver. 27.
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of his master’s feet behind him ?
88 And while he yet talked with them,

behold, the messenger came down to

him. And [the king] said, Behold,
this evil is of Jehovah : why should

I wait for Jehovah any longer? .
VII. And Elisha said, Hear the word
of Jehovah. Thus saith Jehovah:
To-morrow about this time shall the
measure® of fine flour be at a shekel,
and two measures of barley at a
shekel, in the gate of Samaria. And
" the captain on whose hand the king
leaned answered the man of God
and said, Behold, if Jehovah should
make windows in the heavens, would
this thing be ? And he said, Behold,
thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but
shalt not eat thereof.

And there were four leprous men
at the entrance of the gate, and they
said one to another, Why do we
abide here until we die? If we say,
Let us enter into the city, the famine
is in the city, and we shall die there;
and if we abide here, we shall die.
And now come, let us fall away to
the camp of the Syrians: if they save
us alive, we shall live; and if they
put us to death, we shall but die. And
they rose up in the dusk to go to
the camp of the Syrians; and they
came to the extremity of the camp
of the Syrians; and behold, there
was no man there. For the Lord
bad made the army ¢ of the Syrians to
hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of
horses, a noise of & great host; and
they said one to another, Behold, the
king of Israel has hired against us
the kings of the Hittites and the
kings of the Egyptians to come upon
us. And they rose up and fled in
the dusk, and left their tents, and
their horses, and their asges, the camp
as it was, and fled for their life. And
those lepers came to the extremity
of the camp ; and they went into one
tent, and ate and drank, and carried
thence silver and gold, and garments,
and went and hid it ; and they came
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again, and entered into another tent,
and earried thence, and went and hid
%&;] . And they said one to another,

e are not doing right; this day is
a day of good tidings, and we hold
our peace : if we tarry till the morn-
ing light, the iniquity will find us
out; and now come, let us go and
tell the king’s household. And they
came and called to the porters of the
city, and told them saying, We came
to the camp of the Syrians, and be-
hold, there was no one there, no
sound of man, but the horses tied,
and the asses tied, and the tents as-
they were. And the porters cried [it]
and told [it] to the king’s house
within,

And the king rose up in the night
and said to his servants, Let me tell
you what the Syrians have done to
us. They know that we are hungry,
and they have gone out of the camp
to hide themselves in the field, say-
ing, When they come out of the city,
we shall catch them alive, and get
into the city. Andone of his servants
answered and said, Let some one
take, I pray thee, five of the horses
that remain, which are left in the city
(behold, they are as all the multitude
of Israel that are left in it: behold,
they are even as all the multitude of
the Israelites that have perished),
and let us send and see. And they
took two chariots with their horses ;
and the king sent after the army?® of
the Syrians, saying, Goandsee. And
they went after them to the Jordan;
and behold, all the way was full of
garments and materials, which the
Syrians had east away in their haste.
And the messengers returned and
told the king.

And the people went out and plun-
dered the camp of the Syrians; and
the measure of fine flour was at a
shekel, and two measures of barley
at a shekel, according to the word of
Jehovah. And the king had ap-
pointed the captain on whose hand

< Heo, seah: see on 1 Kings xviii, 82,

4QOr ‘ camp.’
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he leaned to have the charge of the
gate; and the people trampled upon
himinthegate, and he died,according
to what the man of God had said,—
what he had said when the king

18 came down to him. And it came to
pass as the man of God had spoken
to the king saying, Two measures
of barley shall be at a shekel, and
the measure of fine flour at & shekel,
to-morrow about this time in the

1o gate of Samaria. And the captain
answered the man of God and said,
Behold, if Jehovah should make
windows in the heavens, would such
& thing be? And he said, Behold,
thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but

0 ghalt not eat thereof. And so it
bhappened to him; and the people
trampled upon him in the gate, and
he died.

VIII. And Elisha had spoken to the
woman whose son he had restored
to life, saying, Rise up and go, thou
and thy household, and sojourn
wheresoever thou canst sojourn ; for
Jehovah has called for a famine, and
it shall also come upon the land for

1 geven years. And the woman rose
up, and did acecording to the saying
of the man of God, and went, she and
her household, and sojourned in the
land of the Philistines seven years.

8 And it came to pass at the seven
yeoars’ end, that the woman returned
out of the land of the Philistines;
and she went forth to ory to the king

¢ for her house and for her land. And
the king was talking with Gehazi, the
servant® of the man of God, saying,
Tell me, I pray thee, all the great

8 things that Elisha has done. And
it eame to pass as he was telling the
king how he had restored a dead
body to life, that behold, the woman
whose son he had restored to life
cried to the king for her house and
for her land. 'And Gehazi said, My
lord, O king, this is the woman, and

this is her son, whom Elisha restored
8 to life. And the king asked the wo-
man, and she told him. And the
king appointed a certain chamber-
lain,! saying, Restore all that was
hers and all the revenue of the land
since the day that she left the coun-
try even until now.

And Elisha came to Damascus;
and Ben-Hadad the king of Syria
was gick; and it was told him say-
ing, The man of God is come hither.
And the king said to Hazael, Take a
present in thy hand, and go, meet
the man of God, and inquire of Je-
hovah by him saying, Shall I recover
from this disease ? And Hazael went
to meet him, and took with him a
present, even of every good thing of
Damascus, forty camels’ burden ; and
he came and stood before him, and
said, Thy son Ben-Hadad king of
Syria has sent me to thee, saying,
Shall I recover from this diseasse ?
And Elisha said to him, Go, say to
him, Thou wilt certainly recover.®
But Jehovah has shewn me that he
1 ghall certainly die. And he settled
his countenance stedfastly, until he
was ashamed ; and the man of God
wept. And Hazael said, Why does
my Jord weep ? And he said, Because
I know the evil that thou wilt do to
the children of Israel: their strong-
holds wilt thou set on fire, and their
young men wilt thou kill with the
sword, and wilt dash in pieces their
children, and rip up their women
with child. And Hazael said, But
what is thy servant, a dog, that he
should do this great thing? And
Elisha said, Jehovah has shewn me
that thou wilt be king over Syria.
14 And he departed from Elisha, and

came to his master, who said to him,

‘What did Elisha say to thee? And

he said, He told me [that] thou
18 wouldest certainly recover. And it

came to pass the next day, that he

-
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* Lit.  young man,’ a8 elsewhere,
¢ Or ‘ eunuch.’ .
¢ Some read, with the Chetiv, ‘say, Thou wilt

certainl
letter,

not live.” The difference is in one

for ¥,
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took the coverlet and dipped [it] in
water, and spread it over his face,
so that bhe died ; and Hazael reigned
in his stead.

And in the fifth year of Joram the
son of Ahab, king of Ierael, Jehosha-
phat being then king of Judah, Je-
horam the son of Jehoshaphat, king
17 of Judah, began to reign. He was

thirty-two years old when he began

to reign ; and he reigned eight years
18 in Jerusalem. And he walked in

the way of the kings of Israel, as did

the house of Ahab, for the daughter’

of Ahab was his wife; and he did
19 gvil in the sight of Jehovah. But

Jehovah would not destroy Judah,

for David his servant’s sake, as he

had promised him to give him always

& lamp for his sons.

%  In his days Edom revolted from
under the hand of Judah, and they
81 get a king over themselves. And

Joram went over to Zair, and all the

chariots with him; and he rose up by

night, and smote the Edomites who

had swrounded him, and the cap-

tains of the chariots; and the people
1 fled into their tents. But the Edom-
‘ites revolted from under the hand of
Judah unto this day. Then Libnah
revolted at the same time.

And the rest of the acts of Joram
and all that he did, are they not
written in the book of the chronieles
 of the kings of Judah? And Joram
slept with his fathers, and was buried
with his fathers in the city of David ;
and Ahaziah his son reigned in his
stead.

In the twelfth year of Joram the
son of Ahab, king of Israel, Ahaziah
the son of Jehoram, king of Judah,
18 began toreign. Ahaziah was twenty-

two years old when he began to

reign; and he reigned one year in

Jerusalem ; and his mather's name

was Athaliah, the danghter of Omri
%7 king of Israel. And he walked in

the wv:f of the house of Ahab, and
did evil in the sight of Jehovah, like

16

18

%

the house of Ahab; for he was the
son-in-law of the house of Ahab.

98 And he went with Joram the son of
Ahab to the war against Hazael the
king of Syria at Ramoth-Gilead ; and

% the Byrians wounded Joram. And
king Joram returned to be healed
in Jigreel of the wounds that the
Syrians had given him at Ramah,
when he fought with Hazael king of
Syria. And Ahaziah the son of Jeho-
ram, king of Judah, went down to see
Joram the son of Ahab at Jizreel,
for he was sick.

IX. And Elisha the prophet called
one of the sons of the prophets, and
said to him, Gird up thy loins, and
take this vial of oil in thy hand,

% and go to Ramoth-Gilead. And when
thou art come thither, look out there
Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, son of
Nimshi, and go in, and make him
rise up from among his brethren,
and bring him to an inner chamber;

8 then take the vial of oil, and pour it
on his head and say, Thus saith Je-
hovah: I have ancinted thee king
over Israel ; and open the door, and

4 flee, and tarry not. And the young
man, the young prophet, went to

5 Ramoth-Gilead. And when he came,
behold, the captains of the host were
sitting. And he said, I have an
errand to thee, captain. And Jehu
said, To which of all of us? And he

¢ said, To thee, captain. And he rose
up and went into the house ; and he
poured the oil on his head, and said
to him, Thus saith Jehovah the God
of Israel: I have anointed thee king
over the people of Jehovah, over Is-

7 rael. And thou shalt smite the house
of Ahabthy master; and I will avenge
the blood of my servants the prophets,
and the blood of all the servants of

8 Jehovah at the hand of Jezebel. And
the whole house of Ahab shall perish,
and I will cut off from Ahab every
male, and him that is shut up and

? lefth in Israel. And I will ml‘:e the

house of Ahab as the house of Jero-

b As 1 Kings xiv. 10: see on Deut. xxxii. 30,
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boam the son of Nebat, and as the

house of Baasha the son of Ahijah.

10 And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the

plot! of Jizreel, and none shell bury

iﬁez. And he opened the deor and
ed.

And Jehu came forth to the ser-
vants of his lord. And one said to
him, Is all wel ? why came this mad-
men to thee? And he eaid to them,
Ye know the man, and his mind.
1 And they said, It is false! tell us

now. And he sgid, Thus and thus

spoke he to me saying, Thus saith

Jehovah : I have anointed thee king
18 gver Israel. Then they hasted and

took every nran his garment, and put

it under him on the very stairs, and
blew with trumpets, zrd said, Jehu

14 ig kirg! And Jehu the son of Je-
hoshaphat, son of Ni#mnsht, conspired
against Joram. (Now Joram kept
Ramoth-Gilead, he and afl Isruel,
becanse of Hazael king of Syria;

18 and king Joram had returned to be
healed in Jizreel of the wounds that
the Syrians had given him, when he
fought against Hazsel king of Syria.)
And Jehu said, If it be your will, let
not a fugitive eseape out of the city
to go to tell [it] in Jizreel.

18 And Jehu rode in & chariot and
went to Jizreel ; for Joram lay there.
And Ahagiah king of Judah had come

17 down to see Foram. And the watch-
men stood on the tower in Jizreel,
and saw Jehu’s eompany as he came,
and said, I see a company. And
Joram said, Take a horseman, and
send to meet them, snd let him say,

18 Tg it peace ? So there went one en
horseback to meet him; and he said,
Thus saith the king: Is it peace?
And Jehu said, What hast
do with peace? turn thee behind
me. And the watchmen told say-
ing, The messenger came to them,

1% and he does not return. And he'sent
ot a second on horsebsek; and he
came to thermn and said, Thus saith

n

on to|

the king: Is it peace? And Jehu

said, Whdt hast thou to do with
10 peace? turn thee behind me. And
the watchman told saying, He came
to them, and does not return. And
the driving is like the driving of Jehu
the son of Nimshi; for he drives
furiously.

Then Joram said, Make ready!
And they miade ready his chariot.
And Jorsm king of Israel and Aha-
ziah king of Judah went out, each in
his chariot; and they went out to
meet Jehu, and met him in the plot
3 of Naboth the Jizreelite. And it

eame to pags when Joram saw Jehu,

that he said, Is it peace, Jehu? And
he said, What peaee, so long as the
fornications of thy mother Jezebel
% and her sorceries are somany ? Then

Joram turned his hand, and fled, and

said to Ahagiah, Treachery, Ahaziah!
4 And Jehu took his bow in his hand,*

and smote Jehoram between his
arms, and the arrow went out through
his heart; and he sank down in his
1% chariet. And he said to Bidkar his
captain, Take him up [and] cast him
in the plot of the field of Naboth the

Jizreelite. For remember how, when

I and thou rode together after Ahab

his father, that Jehovah laid this
2 burden upon him : Certainly I have
seen yesterday the blood of Naboth,
and the blood of his sons, saith!
Jehovah; and I will requite thee in
this plot, seith! Jehovah. And now,
take [and] cast him into the plot,
according to the word of Jehovah.

‘When Ahaziah king of Judah saw
[that], he fled by the way of the
garden-house. And Jehu followed
after him, and gaid, Smite him also
in his chariot. It was on the ascent
of Gur, which is by Jiblearn. And he
8 fled to Megiddo, and died there. And

his servants carried him in a chariot

to Jerusalem, and buried him in his
sepulehre with his fathers in the city
8 of Puvid. (And im the eleventh year

33

b 14

1 Or ‘ portion,” ‘allotment;’ and so vers. 21,
- 88, 37: same word in vers, 25, 26.

k Lit. ‘ filled his hand with the bow.”
! ora: see on Gen. xxii. 16;
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of Joram the son of Ahab had Aha-
ziah begun to reign over Judah.)
And Jehu came to Jizreel; and
Jezebel heard of it, and she put paint
to her eyes, and decked her head,
*1 and looked out at the window. And
when Jehu came in at the gate, she
said, Is it peace, Zimri,™ murderer of

80

* his master? And he lifted up his|

face to the window, and said, Who
is on my side? who? And two or
three chamberlains® looked out to

8 him. And he said, Throw her down !
And they threw her down ; and some
of her blood was sprinkled on the
wall, and on the horses; and he

8 trampled'on her. And he came in,
and ate and drank; and he said, Go,
look, I pray you, after this cursed
woman]p, and bury her; for she isa

® Ling’s daughter. And they went to
bury her; but they found no more
of her than the skull, and the feet,

% and the palms of the hands. And
they came back and told him. Andhe
said, This is the word of Jehovah,
which he spoke through his servant
Elijah the Tishbite saying, In the
plot of Jizreel shall dogs eat the flesh

¥ of Jezebel ; and the carease of Jezebel
shall be as dung upon the open field
in the plot of Jizreel, so that they
shall not say, This is Jezebel.

X. Now Ahab had seventy sons in
Samaria. And Jehu wrote letters,”
and sent to Samaria, to the princes of
Jizreel, to the elders, and to Ahab’s

* guardians,® saying, And now, when
this letter comes to you, seeing your
master’s sons are with you, and there
are with you chariots, and horses,

% and a fortified city, and armour, look
out the best and worthiest of your
master's sons, and set him on his
father’s throne, and fight for your

¢ master’s house. And they were ex-
ceedingly afraid, and said, Behold,
the two kings stood not before him ;

® and how shall we stand ? And he

= Or‘ Had Zimri peace...P* @ Or‘eunuchs.’
° Or ‘a lotter,” as vers. £, 8,7; but here it is in
the plural: cf. xix. 14.

that was over the house, and he that
was over the city, and the elders
and the guardians sent to Jehu,
saying, We are thy servants, and will
do all that thou shalt bid us; we
will not make any one king; do what
¢ is good in thy sight. And he wrote
a letter the second time to them
saying, If ye are mine, and will
hearken to my voice, take the heads
of the men your master’s sons, and
come to me to Jizreel to-morrow at
this time. Now the king's sons,
seventy persons, were with the great
men of the city, who brought them
7Tup. And it came to pass when the
letter came to them, that they took
the king’s sons, and slaughtered
seventy persons, and put their heads
in baskets, and sent them to him to
¢ Jizreel.- And a messenger came and
told him saying, They have brought
the heads of the king’s sons. And
he said, Lay them in two heaps at
the entrance of the gate until the
? morning. d it came to pass in
the morning that he went out; and
he stood, and said to all the people,

Ye are righteous! behold, I conspir-

ed against my master and killed
10 him ; but who smote all these? Know

now that nothing shall fall to the
earth of the word of Jehovah, which

Jehovah spoke concerning the house

of Ahab; for Jehovah has done that

which be said through his servant
11 Elijab. And Jehu slew all that re-
mained of the house of Ahab in Jig-
reel, and all his great men, and his
acquaintances, and his priests, until
he left him none remaining.

And he rose up and departed, and
came to Samaria. And as he was at
the shepherds’ meeting-place on the
18 way, Jehu found the brethren of

Ahaziash king of Judah, and eaid,

‘Who are ye? And they said, We

are the brethren of Ahaziah; and

have come down to salute the chil-

18

» Or ‘nursing-fathers:’ see ver. 8 and Num.
xi. 12, &o.
3 Or * Beth-Eked.'
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dren of the king, and the children of
Y the queen.” And he said, Take them
alive! And they took them alive,and
slew them at the well of the meeting-
place, forty-two men ; and he left not
one of them remaining,

And he departed thence, and found
Jebonadab the son of Rechab [com-
ing] to meet him; and he greeted*®
him, and eaid to bim, Is thy heart
right, as my heart is with thy heart?
And Jehonadab said, It is.—If it be,

ive [me) thy hand.—And he gave
him] his hand ; and [Jehu] took him
18 up to him into the chariot, and said,

Come with me, and see my zeal for

Jehovah. So they made him ride in
Y his chariot. And he came to 8ameria,
and smote all that remained to Ahab
in Samaria, until he had destroyed
him, according tb the word of Jeho-
vah which he spoke to Elijah.

And Jehu gathered all the people
together, and said to them, Ahab
served Baal a little: Jehu. will serve
19 him much. And now call me all the

prophets of Baal, all his servants,

and all his priests: let none bé want-
ing; for I have a great sacrifice [to
do] to Baal; whoever shall be ‘want-
ing shall not live. But Jehu did it
in subtilty, in order that he might
bring destruction upon the servants
% of Baal. And Jehu said, Hallow a
solemn assembly for Baal. And they
3 proclaimed [it]. And Jehu sent into
all Israel; and all the servants-of
Baal came, so that there was not a
man left that came not: and they
entered into the house of Baal; and
the house of Baal was full from one
3 epd to the other. And he said to
him that was over the wardrobe,

Bring forth vestments for all the ser-

vants of Baal. And he brought them
¥ forth vestments. And Jehu and Je-

honadab the son of Rechab’ entered
into the house of Baal, and said to
the servants of Baal, Search, and see
that there be here with you none of

1%

18

84

the servants of Jehovah, but the ser-
* vants of Baal only. And they entered
in to offer sacrifices and burnt-offer-
ings. Now Jehu appointed eighty
men without, and said, He that al-
lows any of the men to escape that
I have brought into your hands, his
life shall be for the life of him. And
it came to pass as soon as they had
ended offering up the burnt-offering,
that Jehu said to the couriers and
to the captains, Go in, slay them;
let none come forth. And they smote
them with the edge of the sword ;
and the couriers and the captains
cast [them] there. And they went to
the cityt of the house of Baal, and
,brought forth the ecolumns out of the
house of -Baal, and burned them;
and they broke down the column”
of Baal, and broke down the house of
Baal, and made it & draught-house
to this day.
" "Thus Jehu extirpated Baal out of
Israel. Only, the sing of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, who made Israel
to sin, froma them Jehu departed not :
grom the golden.calves that were in
ethel and that were in Dan. And
Jehovah said to Jehu, Because thou
hast executed well that which is
. right in my sight, [and] hast done
" unto the house of Ahab according to
all that was in my heart, thy children
of the fourth [generation] shall sit on
8 the t¢hrone of Israel. But Jehu took
no heed to walk in the law of Jeho-
vah the God of Israel with all his
heart; he departed not from the sins
o_f J erobonm,‘.'who made Israel to

2

1%
9

R-)

sin.
%  TIn those days Jehovah began to
cut. Israel short; and Hazael smote
88 them in all the borders of Israel; from
the Jordan:eastward, all the land of
Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reuben-
ites, and the Manassites, from Aroer,
whieh is by the river Arnon, both
Gilead and Bashan,
And the rest of the acts of Jehu,

r 8ee on 1 Kings xv. 18,
* Lit. ‘ blessed.”

t Others, ‘ buildings’ or ‘citadel ’ of Baal,
¥ Or “images :* of. iii. 2.
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and all that he did, and all his mght,
are they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Israel ?
8 And Jehu slept with his fathers, and
they buried him in Samaria; and
Jehoahaz his son reigned in his stead.
8 Now the time that Jelru reigned over
Israel in Bamaria was twenty-eight

yoars.

XI. And when Athahsh the mother
of Ahaziah saw that her son was
dead, she rose up snd desiroyed all

% the royal seed. But Jehoshebs, the
daughter of king Joram, the sister of
Abasaiah, took Jomsh the son of Aha-
zish and stole him from among the
king’s sons that were slain, [and hid]
him and his nurse in the bed-cham-
ber; and they bid him from Athaliah,

® 3o that he was not slain. And he wag
with her hid in the house of Jehovah
gix years. And Athaliah reigned

" over the land.

¢  And in the seventh year Jehoiada
sent and fetehed thwe eaptains of the
hundreds of the bodyguard and the
couriers, and brought them to him
into the house of Jehovah, and made
& covenant with them, and took an
oath of them in the house of Jehovah,
and shewed.them the king's son.

¢ And he commanded them saying,
This is the thing which ye shall do:
a third pars of you, that come in on
the sabbath, shall be keepers of the

¢ wateh of the king’s house; amd &
third part shall be at the gate of Bur;
end a third part at the gate behind
the couriers; and ye shall keep the

. 7 watch of the house for a defence. And

the two parts of you, all those that go |

forth on the sabbath, even they shall
keep the watch of the bouse of Jeho-
- 8 vah about the king. And ye shall
eneompass the king round about,

bvery man with his wespons in his |

hand ; and he that comes within the

ranks shall be put to death; and ye

shall be with the king when he goes

. out and when he eomes in.

| ® And the captsins of the hundreds
did according to all that Jehoiada

10

u

bt

b

17

18

the priest commanded ; snd they took
evary man his men, those that were to
comse in on the sabbath, with them
that were to go forth on the sabbath,
and they came to Jehoiada the priest.
And the priest gave to the captains
of the hundreds king David’s spears
and shields which were in the house
of Jehovah. And the couriers stood
by the king round about, every man
with his weapons in his hand, from
the right side of the house to the left
pide of the house, toward the altar
and the house. And he brought
forth the king’s son, and put the
crown upon him, and [gave him)]
the testimony ; and they made him
king, and anointed him; and they
clapped their hands, and said, Long
live the king!

And Athaliah heard the noise of
the couriers [and) of the people; and
she came to the people into the house
of Jehovah. And she looked, and
behold, the king stood on the dais,
according to the custom, and the
princes and the trumpeters were by
the king; and all the people of the
land rejoiced,and blew with trumpets.
And Athaliah rent her garments and
cried, Conspiracy ! Conspiracy ! And
Jebhoiada the priest commanded the
captains of the hundreds that were
set over the host, and said to them,
Lead her forth without the ranks;

-and whosoever follows her, slay with

the sword; for the priest said, Let
her not be put to death in the house
of Jehovah. And they made way
for her, and she went by the way by
which the horses entered the king’s
house, and thers was she put to
death.

And Jehoiada made a covenant be-
tween Jehovah and the king and the
people, that they should be the peo-
ple of Jahovah ; and between the king
and the people. Then all the people
of the land went into the house of
Baal, and broke it down : his altars
and his images they broke in pieces
completely, and slew Mattan the
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priest of Baal before the altars. And
the priest appointed officers over the
¥ house of Jehovah. And he tqok
the captains of the hundreds, and the
hodyguard, and the couriers, and
all the people of the land ; and they
brought down the king from the house
of Jehovah, and came by the way
through the gate of the couriers into
the king’s house. And he sat upon

0 the thrane of the kings. And all the
people of the land rejoiced, and the
city was quiet; and they had slain
Athaliah with the sword [beside] the
king’s house.

XI1. Jehoash™ was seven years old
when he began to reign. In the
seventh year of Jehu, Jehoash began
to reign ; and he reigned forty years
in Jerusalem ; and his mother's name

* was Zibiah of Beersheba. And Je-
hoash did what was right in the sight
of Jehovah, all the days wherein
Jehoiada the priest instructed him.

8 Only, the high places were not re-
moved : the people still sacrificed
and burned incense on the high

¢ places. And Jehoash said to the
priests, All the money of the hallowed
things that is brought into the house
of Jehovah, the money of every ane
that passes [the account], the mone
at which every man is valued, [and{
all the money that comes into any
man’s heart to bring into the house

% of Jehovah, let the priests take if,
every man of his acquaintance ; and
let them repair the breaches of
the house, wherever any breach is
found.

¢ Aund it was [so that] in the twenty-
third year of king Jehoash, the priests
had not repaired the breaches of the

T house. Then king Jehoash called for
Jehoiada the priest, and the priests,
and said to them, Why have ye not
repaired the breaches of the hounse ?
And now receive no money of your
acquaintances, but give it for the

® breaches of the house. And the
priests eonsented to receive no money

of the people, and that they should
only repair the breaches of the house.
% And Jehoiada the priest took & chest,
and bored a hole in the lid, and set it
beside the altar on the right &ide as
one comes into the house of Jehovah ;
snd the priests that kept the door
put into it all the money brought
10 into the house of Jehovah. And it
came to pass when they saw that
there was much money in the chest,
that the king’s seribe* and the high
priest came up, and they tied up and
counted the money that was found
11 in the house of Jehovah. And they
gave the money, weighed out into
the hands of them that did the work,
who were sppointed over the house
of Jehovah; and they laid it out to
the carpenters and builders that
wrought upon the house of Jehovah,
1% and to masens, and hewers of stone,
and to buy timber and hewn stone to
repair the breaches of the house of

Jehovah, and for all that had to be

laid out on the house for repairs.
18 However there were not made for the

house of Jehovah basons of silver,
knives, bowls, trumpets, nor any
utensil of gold or utensil of eilver, of
the money that was brought [into]
Y the house of Jehovah ; but they gave
that to the workmen, and repaired the
15 house of Jehovah with it. And they

did not reckon with the men into

whose hand they gave the money to

be bestowed on workmen; for they
16 dealt faithfully, The money of tres-

pass-offerings and the money of ein-

offerings was not brought into the
house of Jehovah: it wae for the
Ppriests.

Then Hazael king of Syria went
up, and fought against Gath, and
took it. And Hagzael set his face to go
18 up against Jerusalem. And Jehoash

king of Judah took all the hallowed

things that Jehoshaphat and Jeho-
ram and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings
of Judah, had dedicated, and his own
hallowed things, and all the gold

17

* Joash, xi. 2.

= Or ‘ secretary.’
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found in the tressures of the house
of Jehovah and in the king’s house,
and sent it to Hazael king of Syria;
and he went away from Jerusalem.
And the rest of the acts of Joash,
and all that he did, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles

20 of the kings of Judah ? And his ser-
vants rose up and made a conspiracy,
and emote Jonsh in the house of

31 Millo,” at the descent of Silla. And
Jozachar the son of Shimeath and
Jehozabad the son of S8homer, his
servants, smote him and he died;
and they buried him with his fathers
in the city of David. And Amazish
his son reigned in his stead.

XII1. Inthe three-and-twentieth year
of Joash the son of Ahagziah, king:of
Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu
began to reign over Israelin Samaria,

? for seventeen years. And he did evil
in the sight of Jehovah, and followed
the sins of Jeroboam the som of
Nebat, who made Israel to sin; be de-

* parted not from them. And the anger
ofJehovah waskindled against Israel,
and he delivered them into.the hand
of Hazael king of Syria, and into the
hand of Ben-Hadad the son of Ha-

4 zael, all those days. (And Jehoahaz
besought Jehovah, and Jehovah
hearkened to him; for he saw the
o¥pression of Israel, because the king

¢ of Syria oppressed them. And Jeho-
vah gave Israel a saviour, so that
they went out from under the hand
of the Syrians; and the children of
Israel dwelt in their tents as before.

¢ Navertheless they departed not from
the sins of the house of Jeroboam,
who made Israel to sin : they walked
therein ; and there remained also the-

7 Agherah in Sameris.) For he had
left of the people to Jehoahaz but
fifty horsemen, and ten chariots, and
ten thousand foetmen; for the king
of Byria had destroyed them, and
had made them like the dust by
threshing.

¢ And the rest of the acts of Jehoa-

19

haz, and all that he did, and his

might, are they not written in the

book of the chronicles of the kings of
9 Jarael? And Jehoahaz slept with
his fathers, and they buried him in
Samaria ; and Joash his son reigned
in his stead.

In the thirty-seventh year of Jeash
king of Judah began Jehoash the son
of Jehoahaz to reign over Israel in
11 8amaria, for sixteen years. And he

did evil in the sight of Jehovah; he

departed not from any of the sins

of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
made Israel to sin: he walked there-
18 jn. And the rest of the aots of Joash,
and all that he did, and his might

‘with which he fought against Ama-

ziah king of Judah, are they not

written.in the book of the chronicles
18 of the kings of Israel? And Joash
slept with his fathers, and Jeroboam
sat upon his throne; and Joash was
buried in Samaria with the kings of
Israel.

And Elisha fell sick of his sickness
in which he died. And Joash the
king of Israel came down to him,
and wept over his face, and said, My
father, my father! the chariot of
Israel and the horsemen thereof!
18 And Elisha said to him, Take bow

and arrows. . Axnd he took a bow and
19 arrows. And he gaid to the king of

Israel, Put thy hand upon the bow.

And he put his hand {upon it]; and

Hlisha put his hands upon the king’s
¥ hands, and said, Open the window

eastward. And he opened [it]. And

Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot.

And- he said, An arrow of Jehovah’s

deliveranee, even an arrow of deliver-

ance from the Syrians; and thou
shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek,
18 till thou hast eonsumed [them]. And
he said, Take the arrows. d he
took [them]. And he said to the king
of lsrael, Bmite upon the ground.

And he smote thrice, and stayed.
19 And the man of God was wroth with

him, and said, Thou shouldest have

10

14

7 The citadel of Zion.




IT KINGS XIII. XIV.

smitten five or six times; then would-

est thou have smitten the Syrians till

thou hadst consumed [them] ; where-
a8 now thou shalt smite Syria but
thrice.

And Elisha died, and they buried
him. And the bands of the Moabites
invaded the land at the coming in of
the year. And it came to pass as
they were burying a man, that be-
hold, they saw the band, and they
cast the man into the sepuichre of
Elisha; and the man went [down],
and touched the bones of Elisha, and
he revived, and stood upon his feet.

And Hazael king of Syria oppress-
ed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz.
And Jehovah was gracious to them,
and had compassion on them, and
had respect to them, because of his
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob; and he would not destroy
them, neither did he cast them from
3 his presence up to that time. And

Hazael king of Syria died, and Ben-

Hadad his son reigned in his stead.
% And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz

took again out of the hand of Ben-

Hadad the son of Hazael the cities

whieh he had taken out of the hand

of Jehoahaz his father in the war.

Three times did Joash beat him, and

recovered the cities of Israel.

XIV. In the second year of Joash son
of Jehoahaz, king of Israel, began
Amaziah the son of Joash, king of

? Judah, toreign. He was twenty-five
years old when he began to reign;
and he reigned twenty-nine years in
Jerusalem ; and his mother’s name

* was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. And
he did what was right in the sight
of Jehovah, yet not like David his
father: he did according to all that

¢ Joash his father had done. Only,
the high places were not removed:
the people still sacrificed and burned

5 incense on the high places. And it
came to pass when the kingdom was
established in his hand, that he slew
his servants who had smitten the

¢ king his father. But the children of

20

-

those that smote [him] he did not
put to death, according to that which
1s written in the book of the law of
Moses, wherein Jehovah command-
ed saying, The fathers shall not be
put to death for the children, neither
shall the children be put to death for
the fathers; but every man shall be
7 put to death for his own sin. He
smote of Edom in the valley of salt
ten thousand, and took Sela in the
war, and called the name of it Jok-
theel to this day.
¢ Then Amaziah sent messengers
to Jehoash the son of Jehoahasz,
son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying,
Come, let us look one anotherin the
9 face. And Jehoash king of Israel
sent to Amaziah king of Judah, say-
ing, The thorn-bush that is in Leba-
non sent to the cedar that is in
Lebanon, saying, Give thy daughter
to my son as wife; and there passed
by the wild beast that is in Lebanon,
and trode down the thorn-bush. Thou
hast indeed smitten Edom, and thy
heart has lifted thee up: boast thy-
self, and abide at home; for why
shouldest thou contend with misfor-
tune, that thou shouldest fall, thou,
and Judah with thee ? But Amaziah
would not hear. And Jehoash king
of Israel went up; and they looked
one another in the face, he and
Amaziah king of Judah, at Beth-
shemesh, which is in Judah. And
Judah was routed before Israel; and
they fled every man to his tent.
And Jehoash king of Iarael took
Amagigh king of Judah, the son of
Jehoash son of Ahaziah, at Beth-
shemesh, and came to Jerusalem, and
broke down the wall of Jerusalem
from the gate of Ephraim to the
corner-gate, four hundred cubits.
And he took all the gold and the
gilver, and all the vessels that were
found in the house of Jehovah, and
in the treasures of the king's house,
and hostages, and returned to Sa-
maria.
And the rest of the acts of Jehoash,

10
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what he did, and his might, and how

he fought with Amaziah king of Ju-

dah, are they not written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of

16 Tgrael ? And Jehoash slept with his

fathers, and was buried in Samaria

with the kings of Israel; and Jero-
boam his son reigned in his stead.

And Amazish the son of Joash king
of Judah lived after the death of Je-
hoash son of Jehoahag, king of Israel,
18 fifteen yoars. And the rest of the

acta of Amaziah, are they not written

in the book of the chronicles of the

1% kings of Judah? And they made a
conspiracy against him in Jerusalem;
and he fled to Lachish ; and they sent
after him to Lachish, and slew him

0 there. And they brought him on

horses, and he was buried at Jeru-

salem with his fathers, in the city of

David.

Angd all the people of Judah took
Aszariah, who was gixteen years old,
and made him king instead of his
9 father Amaziah. It was he that built

Elath, and restored it to Judah, after

the king slept with his fathers.

3 In the fifteenth ybar of Amaziah
the som of Joash, king of Judah,
Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of
Israel, began to reign in Samaria, for

3 forty-one years. And he did evil in
the sight of Jebhovah: he departed
not from any of the sins of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, who made Israel to

% gin, He restored the border of Is-
reel from the entrance of Hamath
as far as the ses of the plain,* ac-
cording to the word of Jehovah the
God of Israel, which he had spoken
through his servant jJonah the pro-
phet, the son of Amittai, who waa of

8 Gath-Hepher. For Jehovah saw
that the affliction of Israel was very
bitter ; and that there was not any
shut up, nor any left,* nor any helper

7 for Israel. And Jehoveh had not
said that he would blof out the name
of Israel from under the heavens;

17

81

and he saved them by thq hand of

Jeroboam the son of Joash.

And the rest of the acts of Jeroboam,
and all that he did, and his might,
how he warred, and how he recovered
for Israel that {which had belonged]
to Judah in Damascus and in Ha-
math, are they not written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of
% Jarael ?  And Jeroboam slept with

his fathers, with the kings of Israel ;
and Zechariah his gon reigned in his
stead.

XV. In the twenty-seventh year of
Jeroboam king of Israel, Azariah son
of Amaziah, king of Judah, began to

*reign. He was sixteen years old
when he began to reign; and he
reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem ;
and his mother's name was Jecho-

8 liah of Jerusalem. And he did what
was right in the sight of Jehovah,
according to all that his father Ama-

¢ zigh had done. Only, the high places
were not removed: the people still.
sacrificed and burned incense on the

¢ high places. And Jehovah smote
the king, so that he was a leper to the
day of his death, and dwelt in a
separate house.? And Jotham the
king’s son was over the house, judg-
ing the people of the land.

¢ And the rest of the acts of Azariah,
and all that he did, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles

7 of the kings of Judah? And Azariah
glept with his fathers, and they buried
him with his fathers in the city of
David; and Jotham his son reigned
in his stead.

8 In the thirty-eighth year of Aza-
riab king of Judah, Zechariah the
son of Jerobosm reigned over Is-

? rael in Samaria, six months., And
he did evil in the sight of Jehovah,
aocording as his fathers had done:
he departed not from the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who

10 made Israel to sin. And Shallum
the son of Jabesh conspired against

128

s The Arabah: see Josh. iii. 16.
* flee on Deut. xxxii. 38.

b Or * hospital ;" and 80 in 2 Chron. xxvi. 21.
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him and smote him before the peo-

ple, and sléw him, and reigned in his
U gtead. And the rest of the acts of

Zeehariah, behold, they are written

in the book of the chronicles of the
# kings of Israel. This was the word of
Jehovah which he spoke to Jehu say-
ing, Thy sons shall sit upon the throne
of Jarael unto the fourth [generation].
And go it came to pass.

Shallum the son of Jabesh began
to reign in the thirty-ninth year of
Uzziah king of Judeh ; and he reigned
K.g full month in Sameria. And Me-

nahern the son of Gadi went up from

Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and

smate Shallum the son of Jabesh in

Bamaris, and slew him, and reigned
%in his stead. And the rest of the
scts of Shallum, and his conspiracy
which he made, behold, they are
written in the book of the chronieles
of the kings of Israel.

Then Menahem smote Tiphsah,
and all that were therein, and its
territory from Tirzah, because they
did not open [to him]; and he smote
[i$]: all the women in it that were
17 with child he ripped up. In the

thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of

Judah, Menahem the son of Gadi

began to reign over Israel, for ten
18 years, in Samaria. And he did evil

in the sight of Jehovah : he departed
not, all his days, from the sins of

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, whomade
¥ Igrael to sin. Pul the king of Assyria

eame against theland ; and Menahem

gave Pul a thousand talents of silver,
that his hand might be with him to
establish the kingdom in his hand.
9 And Menahem exascted the money
of Israel, of all those who were
wealthy, of each man fifty shekels of
silver, to give to the king of Assyria.

And the king of Assyria turned back,

and stayed not there in the land.
i And the rest of the acts of Mena-

hem, and all that he did, are the
+not written in the book of the chroni-
" gles of the kings of Israel ? And Me-

nahem slept with his fathers; and

1

16

Pekghiah his sem reigned in his

stead.

8  In the fiftieth yesr of Azariah king
of Judah, Pekahiah the son of Mena-
hem began to reign over Israel in

1 Samaris, for two years. And he did
ovil in the sight of Jehovah: he de-
parted not frem the sins of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, who made Israel to

9 gin. And Pekeh the son of Remaliah,
his captain, conspired against him,
and smote him in Hamaria, in the
fortress of the king’s house, with
Argob and Arieh, and with him fifty
men of the Gileadites; and he slew

%6 him, and reigned in his stead. And

the rest of the acts of Pekahinh, and

all that he did, behold, they are
written in the book ef the chronicles
of the kings of Israel.

In the fifty-second year of Azariah
king of Judah, Pekah the son of
Remalish began to reign over Israel
% in Samaria, for twenty years. And

he did evil in the sight of Jehovah: he

departed not from the sins of Jero-
boam the son of Nebat, who made

9 Tarael to sin. In the days of Pekah
king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of
Assyria came and took Ijom, and
Abel - Beth - Maachah, and Janoah,
and Kedesh,'and Hazor, and Gilead,
and Galilee, all the land of Naph-
tali, and carried them captive to As-

% gyria. And Hoshea the son of Elah
made a con:gimcy against Pekah the
son of Remaliah, and smote him and
slew him; and he reigned in his
stead, in the twentieth year of Jotham

F

81 the son of Uzgiah. And the rest of the |-

acts of Pekah, and all that he did,
behold, they axa written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of
Tsrael.

In the second year of Pekah the
son of Remaliah, king of Israel,
Jotham the son of Uzziah, king of
% Judah, began to reign. He was

twenty-five years ald when he began

to reign; and he reigned sixteen
years in Jerusalem ; and his mother's
neme wgs Jerusha, the daughter of
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% Zadok. And he did what was right
in the sight of Jehovah: he did ac-
cording to all that his father Uzziah

3 had done. Only, the high places
were not removed : the people still
sacrificed and burned incense on the
high places. It was he who built
the upper gate of the house of Jeho-

% yvah. And the rest of the acts of
Jotham, and all that he did, are the
not written in the book of the chrom-

%7 ¢les of the kings of Judah ? In those
days Jehovah began to send against
Judah Rezin the king of Syria and

88 Pokah the son of Remaliah. And Jo-
tham slept with his fathers, and was
buried with his fathers in the eity of
David his father; and Ahaz his son
reigned in his stead.

XVI. In the seventeenth year of Pe-
kah the son of Remaliah, Ahaz the
son of Jotham, king of Judah, began

? to reign. Ahaz was twenty years old
when he began to reign; and he
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem.
And he did not what was right in
the sight of Jehovah his God, like

8 David his father, but walked in the
way of the kings of Israel, and even
caused his son to pass through the
fire, according to the abominations
of the nations that Jehovah had dis-
possessed from before the children

4 of Israel. And he sacrificed and
burned incense on the high places,
and on the hills, and under every
green tree.

¢~ Then Rezin the king of Syria, and
Pekah son of Remalinh, the king
of Israel, came up to Jerusalem to
battle ; and they besieged Ahaz, but

¢ were unable to conquer him. At
that time Rezin king of Syria re-
covered Elath to Syria, and drove the
Jews from Elath; and the Syrians
came to Elath, and dwelt there to

7 thisday. And Ahaz sent messengers
to Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria,
saying, I am thy servant and thy
son: come up, and save me out of

the hand of the king of Syria and
out of the hand of the king of Israel,
who have risen up against me. And
Ahaz took the silver and the gold
that was found in the house of Jeho-
vah, and in the treasures of the king’s
house, and sent it [as] a present to
the king of Assyria. And the king
of Assyria hearkened to him; and
the king of Asgyris went up against
Damascus, and ¢ook it, and carried
it captive to Kir, and put Rezin to
death. .

And king Ahaz went to Damascus
to meet Tiglath-Pileger king of As-
syria ; and he eaw the altar that was
at Damascus, and king Ahaz sent to
Urijah the priest the form of the
altar, and the pattern of it, according
to all its workmanship. And Urijah
the priest built an altar according to
all that king Ahaz had sent from Da-
mascus; thus Urijah the priest made
Ei)t], against king Ahaz came from

amascus. And when the king came
from Damascus, the king saw the
altar; and the king approached to
the altar and offered upon it. And he
burned® his burnt-offering and his
oblation, and poured out his drink-
offering, and sprinkled the blood of
his peace-offering upon the altar.
And the brazen altar which was be-
fore Jehovah, he brought forward
from the forefront of the house, from
between [his] altar and the house of
Jehovah, an %ut it by the side of
[his] altar on the north. And king
Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest
saying, Upon the great altar burn®
the morning burnt-offering, and the
evening oblation, and the king's
burnt-offering, and his oblation, and
the burnt-offering of all the people of
theland, and their oblation, and their
drink-offerings ; and sprinkle upon
it all the blood of the burnt-offerings,
and all the blood of the sacrifices;
and the brazen altar shall be for
18 me to inquire [by].4 And Urijah the

1
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¢ Strictly * burn as incense:’ see on Lev. i. 9;
Ex. xxix. 19; and cf. 2 Chron, xxviii. 8 ; xxix.11.

4 Others, * to consider.’
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priest did according to all that Ahaz

had commanded.

And king Ahaz cut off the panels
of the bases, and removed the lavers
from off them ; and took down the sea
from off the brazen oxen that were
under it, and put it upon a stone
18 pavement. And the covered way of

the sabbath that they had built in the

house, and the king’s entry outside,
he turned from the house of Jehovah
on account of the king of Assyria.

19 And the rest of the acts of Ahaz,
what he did, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings

% of Judah? And Ahaz slept with
his fathers, and was buried with his
fathers in the city of David; and
Hezekiah® his son reigned in his
stead.

XVII® In the twelfth year of Ahaz
king of Judah, Hoshea the son of
Elah began to reign in Samaria over

$ Israel, for nine years. And he did
evil in the sight of Jehovah, but not
as the kings of Israel that had been

® before him. Against him came up

Shalmaneser king of Assyria, and

Hoshes became his servant, and ten-
4 dered him presents. But the king

of Assyria found conspiracy in Ho-

ghea; for he had sent messengers to

So king of Egypt, and sent up no

resent to the king of Assyria as [he
ad done] from year to gear. And
the king of Assyria shut him up and
® bound him in prison. And the king
of Assyria overran the whole land,
and went up against Samaria, and

8 besieged it three years. In the ninth
year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria
took Samaria, and carried Israel
away into Assyria, and placed them
in Halah and by the Habor, the river
of Gozan, and in the cities of the
Medes.

7 And so it was, because the chil-
dren of Israel had sinned against Je-
hovah their God, who had brought
them wp out of the land of Egypt

17

from under the hand of Pharaoh king

of Egypt, and had feared other gods;
8 and they walked in the statutes of the
nations that Jehovah had dispossess-
ed from before the children of Israel,
and of the kings of Israel, which they
had made. And the children of Is-
rael did secretly against Jehovah
their God things that were not right ;
and they built them high places in
all their cities, from the watchmen’s
tower to the fortified oity. And they
set them up columns! and Ashe-
rahs on every high hill and under
every green tree; and there they
burned incense on all the bigh places,
as did the nations that Jehovah had
carried away from before them, and
they wrought wicked things to pro-
voke Jehovah to anger; and the,
served idols, ag to which Jehova.
bad said to them, Ye shall not do
this thing. And Jehovah testified
against Israel and against Judah, by
all the prophets, all the seers, saying,
Turn from your evil ways, and keep
my commandments, my statutes,
according to all the law which I
commanded your fathers, and which
I sent to you through my servants
the prophets., But they would not
hear, and hardened their necks, like
to the neck of their fathers, who did
not believe in Jehovah their God.
And they rejected his statutes, and
his covenant which he had made with
their fathers, and his testimonies
which he had testified unto them;
and they followed vanity and became
vain,¢ and [went] after the nations
that were round about them, concern-
ing whom Jehovah had charged
them that they should not do like
them. And they forsook all the com-
mandments of Jehovah their God,
and made them molten images, two
calves, and made an Asherah, and
worshipped all the host of the hea-
17 vens, and served Baal; and they

caused their sons and their daughters

o
-

¢ Heb. Hizkijahu. It appears in the form
Hizkijah in xviii. 1; Jehizkiyahu, 1x. 10.

f Or 'statues:’ cf, iii, 2.
£ Or ‘ vanity.”
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to pass through the fire, and used

divination and enchantments, and

sold themselves to do evil in the sight

of Jehovah, to provoke him to anger.
12 Therefore Jehovah was very angry
with Israel, and removed them out
of his sight : there remained but the
tribe of Judah only.

Also Judah kept not the command-
ments of Jehovah their God, but
walked in the statutes of Israel which
% they had made. And Jehovah re-

jected all the seed of Israel; and

afflicted them, and delivered them
into the hand of spoilers, until he
1 had cast them out of his sight. For

Israel had rent [the kingdom] from®

the house of David; and they had

made Jeroboam the son of Nebat
king ; and Jeroboam violently turned

Israel from following Jehovah, and
% made them sin a great sin. And the

children of Israel walked in all the

sing of Jeroboam which he did ; they
2 did not depart from them : until Je-

hovah had removed Israel out of his

sight, as he had said through all

his servants the prophets, and Israel

was carried away out of their own
3 land to Assyria, unto this day. And
the king of Assyria brought [people]
from Babylon,! and from Cuthah,
and from Avva, and from Hamath,
and from Sepharvaim, and made
them dwell in the cities of Samaria
instead of the children of Israel ; and
they possessed Samaria, and dwelt
in its cities.

And so it was, at the beginning of
their dwelling there, that they feared
not Jehovah ; and Jehovah sent lions
among them, which killed [some] of
3 them. And they spoke to the king

of Assyria saying, The nations that

thou hast removed and made to dwell
in the cities of Samaria know not
the manner of the god of the land;
therefore he has sent lions among
them, and behold, they slay them,

19

a8

because they know not the manner
17 of the god of the land. And the king

of Assyria commanded saying, Carry

thither one of the priests whom ye
have brought away from thence ; and
let them go and abide there, and let
him teach them the manner of the
8 god of the land. Then one of
the priests whom they had carried
away from Samaria came and abode
in Bethel, and taught them how they
9 ghould fear Jehovah. And every na-
tion made gods of their own, and put
them in the houses of the high places
that the Samaritans had made, every
nation in their cities in which they
80 dwelt. And the people of Babylon
made Succoth-benoth, and the people
of Cuth! made Nergal, and the peo-
81 ple of Hamath made Ashima, and
the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak,
and the Sepharvites burned their
children in the fire to Adremmelech
and Anammelech the gods of Sephar-
vaim.

So they feared Jehovah, and made
to themselves from all classes® of
them priests of the high places, who
offered [sacrifices| for them in the
% houses of the high places. They

feared Jehovah, and served their own

gods after the manner of the nations,
whence they had been carried away.
84 To this day they do after their former
customs: they fear not Jehovah,
neither do they after their statutes
or after their ordinances, nor after
the law and commandment that Je-
hovah commanded the sons of Jacob,
8 whom he named Israel. And Jeho-
vah had made a covenant with them,
and charged them saying, Ye shall
not fear other gods, nor bow down
yourselves to! them, nor serve them,
86 nor sacrifice to them ; but Jehovah
alone, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt with great power and

& stretched-out arm, him shall ye

fear, and him shall ye worship, and

b Or ‘he rent Israel from.”
I Heb. ‘ Babel:’ cf. Gen. x. 10.
J Called * Cuthah’ ver. 24.

k As 1 Kings xiii. 33 ; lit. ‘from the ends.” Cf.
Gen. xix. 4.
! Or “ worship ;’ as ver. 36.
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7 to him shall ye do sacrifice. And the
statutes and the ordinances and the
law, and the commandment which
he wrote for you, ye shall observe to
do for evermore; and ye shall not

%8 fear other gods. And ye shall not for-
get the covenant that I have made
with you, neither shall ye fear other

# gods ; but ye shall fear Jehovah your
God, and he shall deliver you out of

4% the hand of all your enemies. And
they did not hearken, but did after

41 their former customs. And these
nations feared Jehovah, and served
their graven images, both their chil-
dren and their children’s children:
as did their fathers, go do they, unto
this day.

XVIII. And it came to pass in the
third year of Hoshea the son of Elah,
king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son
of Ahaz, king of Judah, began to

% reign. He was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign; and he
reigned twenty-nine years in Jeru-
selem ; and his mother's name was

% Abi, daughter of Zechariah: And he
did what was right in the sight of
Jehovah, according to all that David

¢ his father had done. He removed the
high places, and broke the columns,™
and cut down the Asherahs, and broke
in pieces the serpent of brass that
Moses hed made; for to those days
the children of Israel burned incense
to it: and he called it Nehushtan.®

¢ He trusted in Jehovah the God of
Israel; so that after him was none
like him among all the kings of Ju-
dah, nor [among any] that were before
¢ him. And he clave to Jehovah, and
did not turn aside from following
him, but kept his commandments,
which Jehovah commanded Moses.
7 And Jehoveh was with him; he
rospered® whithersoever he went
g)rth. And he rebelled against the
king of Assyria, and served him not.

8 He smote the Philistines unto Gazah

and its borders, from the watchmen’s

tower to the fortified city.
¢  And it came to pdss in the fourth

year of king Hezekiah, which was

the seventh year of Hoshea the son

of Elah, king of Israel, [that] Shal-

maneser king of Assyria came up
10 against Samariaand besieged it. And
at the end of three years they took
it; in the sixth year of Hezekiah,
that is, the ninth year of Hoshea
king of Israel, Samaria was taken.
And the king of Assyria carried away
Israel to Assyria, and settled them
in Halah and by the Habor, the
river of Gozan, and in the cities of
the Medes; because they hearkened
not to the voice of Jehovah their God,
but transgressed his covenant, all
that Moses the servant of Jehovah
commanded; and they would not
hear nor do it.

? And in the fourteenth year of king
Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of As-
syria came up against all the fortified
cities of Judah, and took them. And
Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the
king of Assyria to Lachish, saying,
I have sinned ; retire from me: I
will bear what thou layest upon me.
And the king of Assyria laid upon
Hezekiah king of Judah three hun-
dred talents of silver and thirty
talents of gold. And Hezekiah gave
all the silver that was found in the
house of Jehovah, and in the trea-
sures of the king’'s house. At that
time Hezekiah stripped the doors of
the temple of Jehovah, and the posts
that Hezekiah king of Judah had
overlaid, and gave them to the king
of Assyria. And the king of Assyria
sent Tartan and Rab-saris and Rab-
shakeh 9 from Lachish, with a strong
force, against king Hezekiah, to Jeru-
salem. And they went up and came
to Jerusalem. And when they were
come up, they came and stood by the
aqueduct of the upper pool, which

1

12

b

1

-
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= Or *statues:” cf. iii, 2.
= Meaning, ‘ Bronze’ or * Brass.’
° Or ‘he dealt wisely.’

» Ch, xviii. 18—xx. 19: cf. Isaigh xxxvi.—xxxix.

4 Qr * the marshal, the chief chamberlain, and

the chief oMcer.’
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is on the highway of the fuller's field.
18 And they called to the king. Then
came forth to them Eliakim the son
of Hilkijah, who was over the house-
hold, and Shebnah the scribe, and
Joah the son of Asaph, the chroni-
cler.

And Rab-shekeh said to them,
Say now to Hezekiah, Thus says the
great king, the king of Assyria: What
confidence is this wherein thou trust-
%0 ¢gt ? Thou sayest—but it is a word

of the lips—There is counsel and

strength for war. Now on whom
dost thou rely, that thou hast revolted
31 gagainst me? Now behold, thou re-
liest upon the staff of that broken
reed, upon Egypt, on which if a man
lean, it goes into his hand and
pierces it: so is Pharaoh king of

Egypt to all that rely upon him.
2 And if ye say to me, We rely upon

Jehovah our God : is it not he whose

high places and whose altars Heze-

kiah has removed, saying to Judah
and Jerusalem, Ye shall worship
33 before this altar in Jerusalem ? And
now, engage, I pray thee, with my
master the king of Assyria, and I will
give thee two thousand horses, if
thou canst set the riders upon them.
% How then wilt thou turn away the
face of one captain of the least of my
master’s servants ? And thou reliest
upon Egypt for chariots and for
% horsemen! Am I now come up
without Jehovah against this place
to destroy it? Jehovah said to me,
Go up against this land and de-
stroy 1t.

And Eliakim the son of Hilkijah,
and Shebnah and Joah said to Rab-
shakeh, Speak, we pray thee, to thy
pervants in Syriac,” for we under-
stand it, and talk not with us in the
Jewish [language] in the ears of the

ople that are on the wall. And

ab-shakeh said to them, Is it to
thy master and to thee that my
master sent me to speak these words?

19

a7

31

-

8

=3
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Is it not to the men that sit on the
wall, that they may eat their own
dung and drink their own urine with
you?

And Rab-shakeh stood and eried
with a loud voice in the Jewish gan-
guage], and spoke and said, Hear
the word of the great king, the king of
Asgyria! Thus says the king: Let
not Hezekiah deceive you; for he will
not be able to deliver you out of the
[king’s} hand. Neither let Hezekinh
make you rely upon Jehovah, say-
ing, Jehovah will certainly deliver
us, and this city shall not be given
into the hand of the king of Assyria.
Hearken not to Hezekiah; for thus
says the king of Assyria: Make
peace® with me, and come out to
me; and eat every one of his vine
and every one of his fig-tree, and
drink every one the waters of his own
cistern ;* until I come and take you
away to a land like your own land,
a land of corn and wine, a land of
bread and vineyards, a land of olive-
trees and of honey, that ye may live
and not die; and hearken not to
Hezekiah, when® he persuades you,
saying, Jehovah will deliverus. Have
any of the gods of the nations de-
livered at all his land out of the
hand of the king of Assyria ? Where
are the gods of Hamath and of Ar-
pad? Where are the gods of Sephar-
vaim, Hena, and Ivvah? and have
they delivered Samaria out of my
hand? Which are they among all the
gods of the countries, who have de-
livered their country out of my hand,
that Jehovah should deliver Jerusa-
lem out of my hand? But the peo-
ple were silent and answered him not
a word ; for the king's commmand was,
saying, Answer him not.

And Eliakim the son of Hilkijah,
who was over the household, and
Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son
of Asaph, the chronicler, came to
Hezekiah with their garments rent,

r Or ‘ Aramaic.”
s Lit. ‘ blessing:’ cf. 1 Sam. xxv, 27,

tOr ‘ well.’
» Or “for.’
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and told him the words of Rab-
shakeh, .

XIX. And it came to pass when king
Hezekiah heard {it], that he rent his
garments, and covered himself with
sackcloth, and went into the house

3 of Jehovah. And he sent Eliakim,
who was over the household, and
Shebna the scribe, and the elders of
the priests, covered with sackcloth,
to the prophet Isaiah the son of

® Amoz. And they said to him, Thus
says Hezekiah : This day is a day of
trouble and of rebuke and of revil-
ing;" for the children are come to
the birth, and there is not strength

4 to bring forth. It may be Jehovah
thy God will hear all the words of
Rab-shakeh, whom the king of As-
sgria his master has sent to reproach
the living God ; and will rebuke the
words which Jehovah thy God has
heard. Therefore lift up a prayer for
the remnant that is left.

§  And the servants of king Hezekiah

¢ came to Isaisah. And Isaish said to
them, Thus shall ye say to your
master : Thus saith Jehovah : Be not
afraid of the words that thou hast
heard,wherewith the servants ™ of the
king of Assyria have blasphemed me.

7 Behold, I will put a spirit into him,
and he shall hear tidings, and shall
return to his own land; and I will
make him to fall by the sword in his
own land.

8 And Rab-shakeh returned, and
found the king of Assyria warring
against Libnah; for he had heard
that he had departed from Lachish.

9 And he heard say of Tirhakah king
of Ethiopia,* Behold, he has eome
forth to make war with thee. And
he sent messengers again to Heze-

0 kiah, saying, Thus shall ye speak to
Hezekiah king of Judah saying: Let
not thy God, upon whom thou reliest,
deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem ghall

1 king of Assyria. Behold, thou hast
heard what the kings of Assyria have
done to all countries, destroying them
utterly ; and shalt thou be delivered ?

12 Have the gods of the nations which |
my fathers have destroyed delivered
them: Gozan, and Haran, and Re- |
zeph, and the children of Eden that

18 were in Thelassar? Where'is the

king of Hamath, and the king of

Arpad, and the king of the city of

Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah ?
And Hezekiah received the lstter

from the hand of the messengers,

and read it; and Hegekiah went up
into the house of Jehovah, and spread

15 jt before Jehovah. And Hezekiah
prayed before Jehovah and said,
Jehovah, God of Israel, who sittest

etween] the cherubim, thou, the
ame,¥ thou alone art the God of all
the kingdoms of the earth : thou hast
made the heavens and the earth.

18 Incline thine ear, Jehovah, and hear;
open, Jehovah, thine eyes, and see;
and hear the words of Sennacherib,
who bath sent him* to reproach the

17 living God. Of a truth, Jehovah,
the kings of Assyria have laid waste

18 the nations and their lands, and have
cast their gods into the fire ; for they
wers no gods, but the work of men’s
hands, wood and stone; therefore

19 havethey destroyed them. And now,

Jehovah our God, I beseech thee,

save us out of his hand, that all

the kingdoms of the earth may know
that thou, Jehovah, art God, thou
only.

And Isaiah the sor of Amoz sent
to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith Je-
hovah the God of Israel: That which
thou hast prayed to me concerning
Sennacherib king of Assyria I have
1 heard., This is the word that Jeho-

vah has spoken against him :

The virgin-daughter® of Zion
despiseth thee, laugheth thee to
scorn ;

L)

0

not be delivered into the hand of the
» Heh, ' young men.’

*Or' re&ozﬁon.‘
* Heb, A, 7 Compare 2 8am, vii, 28,
' Or ‘ which he hath sent.’

ti.e., ‘unconquered :’ said of Sidon, Isa. xxiii.
12; Babylon, Isa, xlvii. 1; Bgypt, Jer, xlvi. 11.
See Delitzach on Isaiah,
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The daughter of Jerusalem shaketh
her head at thee,

9 Whom hast thou reproached and
blasphemed ? and against whom
hast thou exalted the voice ?

Against the Holy one of Israel hast
thou lifted up thine eyes on high.

# By thy messengers thou hast re-
proached the Lord, and hast said,

With the multitude of my chariots
have I come u

To the height of t%e mountain, to the
recesses of Lebanon,

And T will cut down its tall cedars,
the choice of its cypresses;

And I will enter into its farthest
lodging-place, [into] the forest of
its fruitful field.®

# T have digged, and have drunk
strange waters,

And with the sole of my feet have I
dried up all the streams of Matsor.©

Hast thou not heard long ago
that I have done it ?

And that from ancient days I form-
ed?it?

Now have I brought it to pass, that
thou shouldest lay waste fortified
cities [into] ruinous heaps.

3¢ And theirinhabitants were powerless,
They were dismayed and put to

shame ;

They were [as] the growing grass,
and [as] the green herb,

[As] the grass on the house-tops,
and grain blighted before it be
grown up.

Y7 But I know thine abode, and thy
going out, and thy coming in,

And thy raging against me.

9 Because thy raging against me and
thine arrogance is come up into
mine ears,

I will put my ring in thy nose, and
my bridle in thy lips,

And I will make thee go back by the
way by which thou camest.

And this [shall be] the sign unto

%

thee: They shall eat this year such
as groweth of itself, and in the second
year that which springeth of the
same; but in the third year sow ye
and reap, and plant vineyards and

%0 gat the fruit thereof. And the rem-
nant that is escaped of the house of
Judah shall again take root down-

81 ward, and bear fruit upwanrd; for
out of Jerusalem shall go forth =1
remnant, and out of mount Zion
they that.escape: the zeal of Jeho-
vah [of hosts®] shall do-this..

32" Therefore thus saith Jehovah oon-
cerning- the king of Assyria: He
shall not come into .this city, nor
shoot-an arrow there; nor come. be-
fore it with shield, nor east a bank

8 againstit. By the way.that he came,
by the.same shall he return, and
shall not come into this- eity, saith!

8 Jehovah. And I will defend. this

city, to save it, for mine own sake,

and for my- servant David's sake. .
And it came to pass that .night,

that an angel of Jehovah went forth,

and smote in the camp of the As-
syrians a hundred.- and. eighty-five

ousand.. .And when they arose
early in the morning, behold, they

% were all dead bodies. And Sen-
nacherib king of Assyris departed,
and went and returned, and abode

%7 at Nineveh. And it came to.pass,as
he was worshipping in the house of
Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech
and Sharezer [his sons¢] smote him
with the sword; and they escaped
into the land-of Ararat. And Esar-
haddon his son reigned-in his stead.

XX. Inthose days Hezekish was sick
unto death. And the prophet Isaiah
the son of Amez came to him and
said to him, Thus saith Jehovah:
Set thy house in order; for thou

8 shalt die, and not live. And he turned
his face to the wall, and prayed to

8 Jehovah saying, Ah! Jehovah, re-

b Or * forest of his Carmel.’

ej.e. ‘Bgypt:’ the term ‘ Matsor® was applied
originally to the fortified pert of the country in
the north-east.

40r* H)osod.'
. Supxﬂ‘il by the Keri.

f aw, an ix, 26: cf. Gen. xxii 16,
¢ Supplied by the Keri.
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member, I beseech thee, how I have
walked before thee in truth and with
o perfect hoaxt, and have done what
is geod in thy sight. And Hezekiah
4 wept much. And it came $o pass
before Isaiah had gone out into the
middle city® that the word of Jeho-
% vah came to him saying, Return,
and tell Hezekiah the captain of my
people, Thus saith Jehovah, the God
of David thy father: I have heard
thy prayer; I have seen thy tears;
beiold. will heal thee : on the third
day thou shalt go up to the house of
¢ Jehovah ; and I will add to thy days
fifteen years; and I will deliver thee

and this city out of the hand of the|

king of Assyria, and I will defend
this city for mine own sake, and for

7 my servant David's sake. And Isaiah
sald, Take a cake of figs. And they

took and laid it on the beil, and he
recovered. .
8 And Hezekiali said to Isaiah, What
Lsh’all be] the sign that Jehovah will
eal me, and that I shall go up into
the house of Jehovah the third day ?
® And Isaiah said, This [shall be] the
sign to thee from Jehowah, that! Je-
hovah will do the thing that he hath
spoken : shall the shadew go forward

" ten degrees, or go back: ten degrees ?

.10 And Hezekinh said, It is a light thing
for the shadow to go down ten de-
greea: no, but let the shadow return

11 hackward ten degrees. And Isaiah
the prophet.cried to Jehovah, and he
brought the shadow back on the
degrees by which it had gone down
on the dial* of Ahaz, ten degrees
bacliward..

19 At that time Berodach-Baladan,
the son of Baladan, king of Babylon,
sent & letter and a present to Heze-
kiah, for he had heard that Hezekiah

12 had been sick. And Hezekiah hear-
kened to them, and shewed them all
his treasure-house, the silver and the

L

gold, and the spices and the fine oil,!
and all the house of his armour, and
all that was found among his trea-
sures: there was nothing in hishouse,
nor in all his dominion, that Heze-
kiah did not shew them. Then came
the prophet Ieaiah to king Hezekiah
and said to him, What said these
men ? and from whence came they
to thee? And Hezekiah said, They
came from a far country, from Baby-

-

5 lon. And he said, What have

the,
seen in thy house? And Hezekiai
said, All that is in my house have
they seen: there is nothing among
my treasures that I have not shewn

16 them. And Isaish said to Hezekiah,
17 Hear the word of Jehovah: Behold,

days comethatall that is in thy house,
and what thy fathers have laid up
until this day, shall be carried to
Babylon ; nothing shall be left, saith

18 Jehovah. And of thy sons that shall

issue from thee, whom thou shalt
beget, shall they take away; and
they shall be chamberlains® in the

1» gls.ce of the king of Babylon. And
3

zekiah said to Isaiah, Good is the
word of Jelovah which thou hast
spoken. And he said, Is it not so?
if only there shall be peace and truth
in my daysl

%0 And the rest of the acts of Heze-

kish, and all his might, and how he
made the pool and the aqueduct,
and brought the water into the city,
are they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah ?

#1 And Hezekiah slept with his fathers;

and Manasseh his son reigned in his
stead.

XXI. Manasseh was twelve years old

when he began to reign; and he
reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem;
and his mother’s name was Hephuei-
2 bah.®2 And he did evil in the sight of
Jehovah, like the abominations of the
nations that Jehovah had dispossess-

» With the Chetéiv. It appears to mean the
‘ lower towrn.’

1 Or “for.’

¥ Lit. ' degrees.’

1 Or ‘ precious ointment.”
= Qp ‘ eunuchs,
» Meaning, ‘' My delight is in her.’
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ed from before the children of Israel.
® And he built again the high places
that Hezekiah his father had destroy-
ed; and he reared up altars to Baal
and made an Asherah, as did Ahab
king of Israel; and worshipped all
the host of heaven, and served them.
¢ And he built altars in the house of
Jehovah, of which Jehovah had said,
In Jerusalem will I put my name.
® And he built altars to all the host of
heaven in both courts of the house
¢ of Jehovah. And he caused his son
to pass through the fire, and used
magic and divination, and appointed
necromancers and soothsayers: he
wrought evil beyond measure in the
sight of Jehovah, to provoke him to
7 anger. And he set the graven image
of the Asherah that he had made, in
the house of which Jehovah had said
to David and to Solomon his sop, In
this house, and in Jerusalem, which
I have chosen out of all the tribes of
Israel, will I put my name for ever;
8 neither will I any more cause the
foot of Israel to wander away from
the land that I gave their fathers; if
they will only take heed to do accord-
ing to all that I have commanded
them, and according to all the law
that my servant Moses commanded
? them. But they would not hearken,
and Manasseh led them astray to do
more evil than the nations that Je-
hovah had destroyed from before the
children of Israel.
10 And Jehovah spoke by his servants
11 the prophets saying, Becanse Ma-
nasseh king of Judah hath done these
abominations, and hath done wicked-
ly above all that the Amorites did,
who were before him, and hath made
Judah also to sin with his idols;
12 therefore thus saith Jehovah the God
of Israel: Behold, I will bring evil
upon Jerusalem and Judah, that who-
soever heareth of it, both his ears
13 ghall tingle. And I will stretch over
Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and
the plummet of the house of Ahab,
and I will wipe Jerusalem as one

wipeth a pan, wiping it and turning
4 it upside down. And I will forsake

the remnant of mine inheritance, and

deliver them into the hand of their

enemies; and they shall become a

rey and a spoil to all their enemies ;

15 because they have done evil in my

sight, and have provoked meto anger,

since the day their fathers came forth
out of Egypt even to this day.

And Manasseh shed very much
innocent blood, till he had filled
Jerusalem [with it] from one end to
another, beside his sin with which
he made Judah to sin, in doing evil |-
in the sight of Jehovah. :

And the rest of the acts of Manas-
seh, and all that he did, and his sin
which he sinned, are they not written
in the book of the chronicles of the
1 kings of Judah ? And Manasseh
slept with his fathers, and was buried
in the garden of his own house, in
the garden of Uzza; and Amon his
son reigned in his stead..

Amon was twenty-two years old
when he began to reign; and he
reigned two years in Jerusalem ; and
his mother’s name was Meshulle-
meth, daughter of Haruz of Jotbah.
¥ And he did evil in the gight of Je-

hovah, as Manasseh his father had

# done; and he walked in all the way
that his father had walked in, and
served the idols that his father had

# gerved, and worshipped them, and he
forsook Jehovah the God of his fa-
thers, and walked not in the way of

%8 Johovah. And the servants of Amon
conspired against him, and slew the

% king in his own house. But the peo-

le of the land smote all them that
ad conspired against king Amon;
and the people of the land made

Josiah his son king in his stead.

% And the rest of the acts of Amon,
what he did, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the

28 kings of Judah ? And he was buried
in his sepulchre in the garden of
Uzza; and Josiah his son reigned
in his stead.

-
o

17

19




II KINGS XXII.

XXII. Josiah® was eight years old
when he began to reign; and he
reigned thirty-one years in Jerusa-
lem ; and his mother’s name was
Jedidah, daughter of Adaiah of Boz-
cath. And he did what was right in
the sight of Jehovah, and walked
in all the way of Pavid his father,
and turned not aside to the right
hand nor to the left.

And it came to pass in the eigh-
teenth year of king Josiah, [that] the
king sent Shaphan theson of Azaliah,
son of Meshullam, the scribe, to
the house of Jehovah, saying, Go up
te Hilkijah-the high priest, that he
may sum up the money which is
brought into the house of Jehovah,
which the doorkeepers have gathered
of the people, and let them deliver it
into the hand of them that do the
work, that have -the oversight of
the house of Jehovah ; and let them
give it to those that do the work in
the house of Jehoval, to repair the
¢ breaches of the house, to the carpen-
ters and the builders and the masons,
and to buy timber and hewn stone to
repair the house. But no reckoning
was made with them of the money
that was given into their hand, be-
cause they dealt faithfully.

And Hilkijah the high priest said
to Shaphan the seribe, I have found
the book of the law in the house of
Jehovah. And Hilkijah gave the
book to Shaphan, and he read it.
® And Shaphan the scribe eame to the
king, and brought the king word
again and said, Thy servants have
emptied out the money that was
found in the house, and have deliver-
ed it into the hand of.them that de
the work, that have the oversight
of the house of Jehovah. And 8ha-
phan the seribe informed the king
saying, Hilkijah the priest has given
me a book. And Shaphan read it
11 hefore the king. And it came to pass

when the king heard the w of

-

-

10

the book of the law, that he rent his
1 gprments. And the king commanded
Hilkijah the priest, and Ahikam the
son of 8haphan, and Achbor the son
of Micaiah,? and Shaphan the scribe,
and Asaiah a servant of the king's,
18 gaying, (3o, inquire of Jehovah for
me, and for the people, and for all
Judah, concerning the words of this
book which is found ; for great is the
wrath of Jehovah that is kindled
against us, because our fathers have
xot hearkened to the words of this
boak, to do aceording to all that is
14 written {there] for us. And Hilkijah
the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor,
and Shaphan, and Asaiah, went to
Huldah the prophetess, the wife of
Shallum the son of Tikvah, son
of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe:
-now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the
second- quarter {of the town]; and
they spoke with her.
And she said to them, Thus saith
Jehovah the God of Israel : Tell the
16 man that sent you to me, Thus saith
Jehovah: Behold, I will bring evil
upen this place and upon the in-
habitants thereof, all the words of
the book that the king of Judah hath
7 read. Because they have forsaken
me, and have burned incense unto
othrer gods, that they might-provoke
me to anger with all the work.of their
hands, therefore my fury is kindled
against this place, and shall not be
18 quenched. -But te the king.of Judah,
‘who sent you to dnquire of Jeho-
vah, thus shall ye say to him: Thus
saith Jehovah the God of Israel
touching the words which thou hast
10 heard : Because thy heart was tender,
and thou didst humble thyself before
Jehovah, when thou heardest what
1 spoke against this place and against
the inhabitants thereof, that they
should become a desolation and a
curse, and didst read thy garments
and weep before me, I alse have
% heard [thee], saith ¢ Jehovah. There-

15

° Meaning, * Jehovah heals.”
P Bee note on Judges xvii. 5,

aom, a8 ix, 26; xix. 33.
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fore, bshold, 1 will gather thee unto
thy fathers, and thou shalt be gather-
ed-to thy grave in peace; and thine
eyes shall not see all the evil that I
will bring upon this place. And they
brought the king word again. -
XXITI, And the king sent, and they
gathered te him all the elders of Ju-
? dah and of Jerusalem. And the king
went up into the house of Jehovah,
and all the men of Judah and all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem with him,

and the priests and the prophets, and }-

all the people, both small and: great,
and he read’ in their ears all the
words of the beok of the covenant
which had been found in the house
® of Jehovah. And the king stood on
the dais and meade a covenant before
Jehovah, to walk after Jehovah, and
to keep his commandments and his
testimonies and his statutes with all
[hisLheart and with all [his] soul, to
establish the words of this covenant

thatare written in this book. Andiall f
‘111 And he abolished the horses that the

the people stoed-to the covenant. .

Andthe king commanded Hilkijah
the-high priest, and the priests of the
second order, and the doorkeepers,
to bring forth out of. the temple.of
Jehovah all the vessels that had been
made for Baal, and for the Asherah,
and for all the host of the heavens;

and he burned them outside Jerusa- |

lem in. the.fields of Kidron, and
carried.the ashes.of them to Bethel.
® And he abolished the. idolatrous:

priests® whom the kings of Judah |
had ordained to burn incense on the |

high places- in-the cities of Judah
and the environs: of Jerusalem, and
them that burned incense to Baal, to

the sun, and to the moon, and to the |
constellations,! and to all the host|.

% of heaven. And he brought out the
Asherah from the house of Jehovah,
outside Jerusalem, to the tarrent-of
Kidron, and burned it at the toxrent

of Kidvon, and stamped it small to
powder, .and. cast the powder upon
. the grawves of the.children of the peo-
7 ple. And he broke down the houses
of the sodomites, which were in the
house of Jehovah, where the women
8 wove tents” for the. Asherah, And
he brought all the priests out of the
cities. of Judah, and defiled the high
Pplaces where the priests had burned
incense,fromGeba evento Beersheba;
and he broke down the high places
of the gates, those at. the.entrance. of
the gate..of Joshua the gevernor
of the city, [and] those on the left
hand of any [going in] at the gate of
® the city. Nevertheless the priests
} of .the high. places came not.up to
the altar of Jehovah in Jerusalem,
- *but they ate of the unleavened bread
10 gmong their brethren. And he de-
filed Topheth, which is in the valley
of the sons of Hinnom, that no man
might cause his son or his daughter
to pass-through the fire to Molech.

kings of Judah had appointed to the
sun at the entrance of the house of
Jehovah, by the chamber of Nathan-
melech  the . chamberlain,* which
was in the suburbs,* and burned the
12 chariots of the sun with fire. And
the king broke down the altars that
were on the roof of the upper chamber
of Abag, which the kings of Judah
} had made, and the. altars that Ma-
. nasseh had made in the two courts
of the house of Jehovah, and he
shattered them,[removing them] from
- - thence, and cast.the powder of them
|18 into the torrent of Kidron. And the
« - high places that were before Jerusa-
lem, which were on the right hand
of the mount of corruption, which
- . Solomon the king of Israel had built
for Ashtoreth. the abomination of
the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the
abomination of the Moabites, and

-

*Or “ene read.’

* Heb. Chemarim : soe Hos. x. 5; Zeph. i; 4.
tOr* planets.!

v Lit. * houses.’

vOr*
» Heb. parvarim, ‘the dependencies of the

eunuch.’

temple,’ possibly the same as Parbar (1 Chron.
xxvi, 18),
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for Milcom the abomination of the

children of Ammon, did the king
14 defile. And he broke in pieces the
columns,” and.cut dewn the Asherahs,
and filled-their place-with the bones
of men.

Moreover the altar that was at
Bethel, the high place that Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, who caused Israel
to sin,-had made, both that altar and
the high place he broke down, and
burned the high place, . d it
small - to. powder,. and burned .the
16 Agherah.” And Josiah turmed him-

self, and saw the sepulchres that

18

were there onthe mount; and he sent |-

and took the bones out of the sepul-

chres, and burned. [them] upon .the |

aldar, and defiled it, according to
the word of Jehovah, that the man

of -God .had. proclaimed, who .pro-|:

17 claimed these things. - Then he said,
‘What tombstone is that which I see ?

And the men -of the city told him, It|.
27 And.Jehovah said, I will- remove |
Judah-also out of my sight, as I have |:

is the sepulchre of the man of .God
who came from Judah and proclaim-
ed these things which thou hast done

18 goaingt the altar of Bethel.... And he |
said, Let him alone; let no manf -

move his bones. And they saved his
bones, with the bones of the prophet

that. came .out of Samaria. ..
19

maria, which the kings of Israel had
made to-provoke: [Jehovah] to anger,
Josiah removed, and did to them ac-
cording to all the acts that he had

20 done in Bethel.. And:he sacrificed®
upon the altars all the priests of the
high places that were there, and
bumeg ; men’s bones upan them.
And he returned to Jerusalem, = .

1
people. saying, Hold the passover to
Jehovah your God, as it is written

2 in this book of the ecovenant. For
there was not holden such a passover
from the -days..of. the -judges.that
judged Israel, nor in.al the dajys.of

And all-the houses also. of the high [~
_places that were in the cities of Sa- |-

And the. king commanded all the |

the .kings of Ierwel wior of the kings
1 of Judah; but in the eighteenth year
of king Josiah.was--this passover
holden to Jehovah in. Jerusalem.
Moreover the. necromancers and
the soothsayers, and. the.teraphim
and the idols, and.all the aberama-
.. tions that were seen. in the land:of
Judah and in Jerusalem, Jagiah took
away, that-lhe mught perform the
woxds of the law which were written
in the book that Hilkijah the priest
.. had found in the house of Jehovah.
35 And before himy there had been no
king like him that turned to.Jehovah

k-]

ing to all the law of Moses ; .neither
%6 gfter him arosee -there his like. But
.+ Jehovah turned not from the fierce-

which Manasseh had provoked him.

removed. Israel, and will reject this
.-city Jerusalem which I have chosen,

and the house. of which I said, My
. name shall be there. . ..

- 28

. of the kings of Judah ?
2
of Egypt went up against the king of
Asgyria.to the river- Euphrates; and
: - king Josiah went against him; but

Nechoh] slew hizm st Megiddo, when |

30 he had seen him. . And his servants

carried him in a chariot dead* from

.. Megiddo, and brought him to Jeru-

salem, and buried him.-in his own

sepulchre.. -And the- people. of .the

land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah;

. and. anointed. him, and made him
king in his father’s stead. .

Jehoahaz was twenty-three years

old when he began to reign; and he

reigned three months in-Jerusalem ;

-81

7 Or ‘statues:’ cf, iii. 2.
s o ; see 1 Kings xiii. 2.

* Or perbaps ‘ dying ’ see 2 Cliron. xxxv. 24.

with-all his heart-and with all his-
soul and with- all his might, accord- |

ness of his great .wrath, wherewith |.
«. his anger.was-kindled against. Judah, |.
because of all the.provocations with |.

And the rest of the aets of Josiah, |-
and all that he did, are they mnot |
- written. in the book-of the chronicles |

In his days Pharaoh-Nechoh king |

7
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and his mother’s name was Hamutal,
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.
8 And he did evil in the sight of Jeho-
vah, according to all that his fathers
3 had done. And Pharaoh-Nechoh had
him bound at Riblah in the land of
Hamath, that he might not reign in
Jerusalem, and laid a tribute npon
the land of a hundred talents of
8 gilver and a talent of gold. And
Pharaoh-Nechoh made Eliakim the
son of Josiah king instead of Josiah
his father, and changed his name to
Jehoiakim. And he took Jehoahaz ;
and he came to Egypt, and died
8 there. And Jehoiakim gave.the sil-
ver and the gold to Pharaoh; buthe
laid a proportional tax on the land
to give the money aocording to the
command of Pharaoh: he exacted
the silver and the gold of the people
of the land, of every one according

to his estimation,? to.give it to Pha- |-

raoh-Necheh.-

Jehoiakim was twenty-five years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem;
and his mother's name was Zebuddah,
87 daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. And

he did evil in the sight of Jehovah,

according to all that his fathers had
done.
XXIV. In his days Nebuchadnezzar

88

king of Babylon came up, and Je-|.

hoiakim was his servant three years;
then he turned and rebelled against
* him. And Jehovah sent against him
the bands of the Chaldeans, and the
bands of the Syrians, and the bands of

the Moabites, and the bands of the|.

children of Ammen, and sent them
against Judah to destroy it, accord-
ing to the word of Jehovah, which
he sgoke through his servants the
8 prophets. Verily, at the command-
ment of Jehoveh it came to pass
against Judah, that they should be
removed out of his sight, for the sins
of Manasseh, according to all that he
4 had done; and also [because of] the
innocent blood that he had shed;

for he had filled Jerusalem with in-
nocent blood, and Jehovah would
not pardon.

& And the rest of the acts of Je-
hoiakim, and all that he did, are
they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

¢ And Jehoiakim slept with his fathers,
and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his

7 gtead. And the king of Egypt came

not again any more out of his land,

for the king of Babylon had taken all
that belonged to the king of Egypt,
from the torrent of Egypt to the river

Euphrates.

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old
when he began .to reign; and he
reigned three months in Jerusalem ;
and his mother’'sname was Nehushta,
daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem.
And he did evil in the sight of Jeho-
vah, according to all that his father
had done. At that time the servants
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up against Jerusalem, and the
city was besieged. And Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon came against
the city, while his servants were be-
siegingit. AndJehoigchinkingofJu-
dah went out to the king of-Babylon,
he, and his mother, and his servants,
and his princes, and his chamber-
lains ;¢ and the king of Babylon took
him in the eighth year of his reign.
And he brought out thence all the
treasures of the house of Jehovah,
and the treasures of the king’s house,
and cut in pieces all the vessels of
gold that Solomen king of Ierael
bhad made in the temple of Jehovah,
as Jehovah had said. And he carried
away all Jerusalem, and all the
princes, and all the mighty men of
valour,? ten thousand captives, and
all the craftsmen and smiths: none
remained but the poorest sort of the
people of the land. And he carried
away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and
the king's mother, and the king's
wives, and his chamberlains, and the
mighty of the land, he led into cap-

1

-

1

b Or ‘ nssessment.” ¢ Or ‘ eunuchs.”

4 Or “all those who were wealthy,” as xv. 20.
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tivity from Jerusalem to Babylon;
16 gnd all the men of valour, seven
thousand, and the craftsmen and
smiths a thousand, all strong men
apt for war, and the king of Babylon
brought them captive to Babylon.
17 And the king of Babylon made Mat-
taniah his uncle king in his stead,
and changed his name to Zedekiah.
*Zedekiah was twenty-one years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem ;
and his mother’s name was Hamutal,
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

12 And he did evil in the sight of Jeho-
vah, according to all that Jehoiakim

9 had done. For, because the anger
of Jehovah was against Jerusalem
and against Judah, until he had cast
them out from his presence, Zedekiah
rebelled against the king of Babylon.

XXV. And it came to pass in the
ninth year of his reign, in the tenth
month, on the tenth of the month,
Pha.t] Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
on came, he and all his army, against
Jerusalem, and encamped against it ;
and they built turrets! against it

% round about. And the city was be-
sieged until the eleventh year of king
Zedekiah.

8 On the ninth of the [fourth] month
the famine prevailed in the city, and
there wasno bread for the people of the

¢ land. And the city was broken into ;
and all the men of war [fled] by night,
by the way of the gate between the
two walls, which [leads] to the king’'s
garden (now the Chaldeans were by
the city round about) ; and they went

5 the way toward the plain.® And the
army of the Chaldeans pursued after
the king, and overtook him in the
plains of Jericho; and all his army

¢ was scattered from him. And they
took the king, and brought him up
to the king of Babylon unto Riblah;
and they pronounced judgment upon

18

7 him, and slaughtered the sons of
Zedekiah before his eyes, and put
out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound
him with chains of brass,” and carried
him to Babylon.

8 And in the fifth month, on the
seventh of the month, which was
in the nineteenth year of king
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
Nebuzar-adan, captain of the body-
guard, servant of the king of Babylon,

¢ came unto Jerusalem ; and he burned
the house of Jehovah, and the king’s
house, and all the houses of Jerusa-
lem ; and every great [man’s] house

10 he burned with fire. And all the
army of the Chaldeans that were
with the captain of the body-guard
broke down the walls of Jerusalem
Y round about. And Nebuzar-adan the
captain of the body-guard carried
away captive the rest of the people
that were left in the city, and the
desertersthat had deserted to the king
of Babylon, and the rest of the multi-
13 tude. But the captain of the body-
guard left of the poor of the land tor
18 yinedressers and husbandmen. And
the brazen pillars that were in the
house of Jehovah, and the bases, and
the brazen sea that was in the house
of Jehovah, the Chaldeans broke in
pieces, and carried the brass thereof
¢ to Babylon. The cauldrons! algo
and the shovels and the knives and
the cups, and all the vessels of copper*
wherewith they ministered, they took
¥ away. And the censers! and the
bowls,® that which was of gold in
gold, and that which was of silver in
silver, the captain of the body-guard
16 took away. The two pillars, the one
ses, and the bases which Solomon had
made for the house of Jehovah: for
the brass of all these vessels there was
17 no weight. The height of one pillar
was eighteen cubits, and the capital
upon it was brass, and the height of

* Chap. xxiv. 18—xxv. 21: cf. Jer. lii, 2-27.

€ Or ‘siege-towers,” or ‘an enclosing wall ;
and 8o in Jer. Jii. 4: compare Ezek. iv. 2;
xvii. 17; xxi. 22; xxvi. 8,

g Arabah. In ver. 5: ‘ the partsof the Arabah

about Jericho ;’ and so in Jer. xxxix. 8 lii. 8.
»Or ‘with double (or ‘two’) chains of
bronze.”  Or ‘ pots.’
% Or ‘ brass.’ i 1 Or* fire-pans.’
= Or ‘ basons:’ cf. 1 Kings vii. 40.
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the capital three cubits ; and the net-
work and. the pomegranates, upon
the capital round about, all of brass:
and similarly for the second pillar:
with the network.

And the captain of the body-guard
took Beraiah the high priest, and
Zephaniah the second priest, and the
19 three doorkeepers. And out of the

city he took a chamberlain® that was’

18

get over the men of war, and five |,

men of them that were in the king's

presence, who. were found in the

city, and the scribe of the captain®.

of the host, who enrolled the paople of

the land ; and sixty men of the people

of the land that were found in the city. |
% And Nebuzar-adan the captain of the

body-guard took them and brought

them to the king of Babylon to Rib-
41 Jah; and the king of Ba.iylon amote
them and put them to death at Rib-
lah in the land of Hamath. Thus
Judah was carried away captive out
of his land.?

And [as for) the people that re-
mained in the land of Judah, whom
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had
left behind, over them he appointed
Gedalial the son of Ahikam, the son
9 of Shaphan. 9And all the captains of

the forces, they and their men, heard

that the king of Babylon bad ap-
pointed Gedalizh, and they came to

Gedaliah to Mizpah, namely,” Ish-

mael the son of Nethaniah, and Joha-

nan the son of Kareah, and Seraiah

the son of Tanhumeth the Netopha-

thite, and Jaazaniah the son of a

Maachathite, they and their men.
3 And Gedaliah swore unto them and
to their men, and said to them, Fear
not to be servants of the Chaldeans:
dwell in the land, and serve.the king
of Babylon, and it shall be well with

ou.

*And it came to pass in the seventh
month, that Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of
-the royal seed, came, and ten men
with him, and smote Gedaliah, that
he died, and the Jews and the Chal-
deans that were with him at Mizpah.
And all the people, both .small .and
great, and the captains of the forces,
arose and came to Egypt; for they
were afraid of the Chaldeans.

t And it came to pass in the thirty-
seventh year of the captivity.of Je-
hoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth
month, on the twenty-seventh of the

- month, [that] Evil-Merodach king
of Babylon, in the year that he began
to reign, lifted up the head of Jehoia-

% chin king of Judah out of prison ; and
he spoke kindly to him, and set
his seat above the seat of the kings
% that were with him in Babylon. And
he changed his prison garments;
and he ate bread before him continu-
80 glly all the days of his life; and his
allowance was a continual allowance

given him by the king, every day a

portion, all the days of his life.

»Or‘eunuch.’”  °Or ‘scribe in chief.’
» Or ‘ from their soil.”

1 With vers. 23-24, compare Jer. xl. 7-8,

t Or ¢ both.’ .
* With vers. 25-26, cf. Jer. xli. 1-8 ; xliii. 4-7,
t With vers, 27-30, compare Jer. lii, 81-34.




THE FIRST BOOK OF THE

‘CHRONICLES.

I. Adam, Seth, Enosh, * Cainan,
8 Mahalaleel,Jared, Enoch, Methushe-
4 lah, Lemech, Noah; Shem, Ham,
and Japheth.

The sons of Japheth: Gomer, and
Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and

s

Tubal, and Meshech, and Tirag.—{

¢ And the sons of Gomer : Ashkenaz,

7 and Diphath, and Togarmah. And
the sons of Javan: Elishah and
Tarshish, Kittimn and Rodanim.

8  The sons of Ham : Cush and Miz-

® raim, Phut and Cansan.—And the

sons of Cush : Seba and Havilah, and |.

Sabta, and Raama, and Sabtecha.
And the sons of Raamah : Sheba and
10 Dedan. And Cush begot Nimrod :
he began to be mighty on the earth.—
11 And Mizraim begot the Ludim, and
the Anamim, and the Lehabim, and
13 the Naphtuhim, and the Pathrusim,
and the Casluhim out of whom came
the Philistines, and the Caphtorim.—
13 And Canaan begot Zidon his first-
14 horn, and Heth, and the Jebusite,
and the Amorite, and the Girga-
15 ghite, and the Hivite, and the Arkite,
18 3nd the Sinite, and the Arvadite, and
the Zemarite, and the Hamathite.
The sons of Shem: Elam, and
Asgshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud,
and Aram, and Uz, and Hul, and
18 Gether,and Meshech.—And Arphax-
ad begot Shelah, and Shelah begot
19 BEber. And to Eber were born two
sons: the name of the one was Peleg,*
for in his days was the earth divided;
and his brother’s name was Joktan.
20 And Joktan begot Almodad, and She-
leph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah,
21 gnd Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah,
32 gnd Ebal, and Abimasel, and Sheba,
33 and Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab :
all these were sons of Joktan.

17

$¢  Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, * Eber,
3¢ Peleg, Reu, Serug, Nahor, Terah,
37 Abram : the same is Abraham.
2 The sons of Abraham : Isaac and
% Ishmael. These are their genera-
tions: the firstborn of Ishmael,
- Nebaioth; and Kedar, and Adbeel,
% and Mibsam ; Mishma and Dumah;
8 Massa, Hadad, and Temasa; Jetur,
Naphish, and Kedmah: those are

.53 the sons of Ishmael.—And the sons

of Keturash, Abraham's coneubine:

she bore Zimran, and Jokshan, and

Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and

Shuah. And the sons of Jokshan:
33 Sheba and Dedan. And the sons
of Midian: Ephah, and Epher, and
Eroch, and Abida, and Eldaah. All
these were sons of Keturah.

And Abraham begot Isase. The
sons of Isaac: Eesau and Israel.

The sons of Esau : Eliphaz, Reuel,
and Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah.
80 —The sons of Eliphaz : Teman and

Omar, Yephi and Gatam, Kenaz,
37 and Timna, and Amalek. The sons
of Reuel : Nahath, Zerah, Shammabh,
and Mizzah.

And the sons of Seir : Lotan, and
Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah, and
Dishon, and Ezer, and Dishan.—
82 And the sons of Lotan: Hori and

Homam. And Lotan’s sister, Timna.
4 —The sons of Shobal: Alian, and

Manahath, and Ebal, Shephi and

Onam.—And the sons of Zibeon:
4 Ajab and Anah.—The sons of Anah:

Dishon.—And the sons of Dishon:

Hamran, and Eshban, and Jithran,
4 gnd Cheran.—The sons of Ezer: Bil-
han, and Zaavan, [and] Jaskan.—
The sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran.

And these are the kings that reign-
ed in the land of Edom before there

ad

%

88

48

* Meaning *

Divigion,’
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reigned a king over the children of
Israel :—Bela the son of Beor; and
the name of his city was Dinhabah.
4 And Bela died; and Jobab the son
of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his
4 gtead. And Jobab died; and Husham
of the land of the Temanites reigned
€8 in his stead. And Husham died; and
Hadead the son of Bedad, who smote
Midian in the fields of Moab, reigned
in his stead : and the name of his
47 city was Avith. And Hadad died;
and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in
4 his stead. And Samlah died; and
Saul of Rehoboth on the river reign-
49 ed in his stead. And Saul died;
and Baal-hanan the son of Achbor
% reigned in his stead. And Baal-
bhanan died, and Hadad reigned in
his stead : and the name of his city
was Pai; and his wife’s name was
Mehetabel the daughter of Matred,
51 g:,udghter of Mezahab. And Hadad
ed.
And the chiefs of Edom were:
chief Timna, chief Aliah, chief Je-
83 theth, chief Oholibamah, chief Elah,
88 chief Pinon, chief Kenaz, chief Te-
5 man, chief Mibzar, chief Magdiel,
chief Iram. These were the chiefs
of Edom.
II. These are the sons of Israel:
Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah,
$ Issachar and Zebulun, Dan, Joseph
and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad and
Asher.
®  The sons of Judah : Er, and Onan,
and Shelah : | which] three were born
to him of the daughter of Shua the
Cansaanitess. And Er, Judah’s first-
born, was wicked in the sight of
¢ Jehovah; and he slew him. And
Tamar his daughter-in-law bore him
Pherez and Zerah. All the sons of
Judah were five.
8  The sons of Pherez: Hezron and
¢ Hamul. And the sons of Zerah:
Zirmri,® and Ethan, and Heman, and

Calcol, and Dara : five of them in all.
7 And the sons of Carmi: Achar,c the
troubler of Israel, who transgressed
8 in the accursed thing. And thesons
of Ethan: Azariah.
¢  And the sons of Hezron, who were
born to him : Jerahmeel, and Ram,
10 and Chelubai.? And Ram begot Am-
minadab; and Amminadab begot

Nahshon, prince of the children of
11 Judah; and Nahshon begot Salma,
1% gnd Salma begot Boaz, and Boaz be-
18 got Obed, and Obed begot Jesse ; and

Jesse begot his firstborn Eliab, and

Abinadab the second, and Shimea the
14 third, Nethaneel the fourth, Raddai
18 the fifth, Ozem the sixth, David the
18 geventh ; and their sisters were

Zeruiah and Abigail. And the sons

of Zeruish: Abishai, and Joab, and
17 Asahel, three. And Abigail bore
Amasa; and the father of Amasa
was Jether the Ishmaelite.

And Caleb the son of Hezron had
children by Azubsah [his] wife, and
by Jerioth: her sons are these:
10 Jesber,and Shobab,and Ardon. And

Azubah died, and Caleb took him

Ephrath, and she bore him Hur,
%9 And Hur begot Uri, and Uri begot
31 Bezaleel. And afterwards Hezron

went to the daughter of Machir, the

father of Gilead, and he took her
when he was sixty years old; and
% ghe bore him Segub. And Segub be-
got Jair, who had twenty-three cities
98 in the land of Gilead; and Geshur
and Aram® took the villages of Jair
from them, with Kenath and its de-
pendent towns, sixty cities. All these
were sons of Macl{ir the father of
# Gilead. And after the death of Hez-
ron in Caleb-Ephratah, Abi}'ah,
Hezron’s wife, bore him Ashhur,’ the
father of Tekoa.

And the sons of Jerahmeel the
firstborn of Hezron were: Ram the
firstborn, and Bunah, and Oren, and

18

b Jos. vii. 1, Zabdi.
d Caleb : see ver. 18,
¢ Probably ‘the Geshurites and the S8yrians.’
Tt may be read ‘and he took Geshur and Aram,

¢ Jos. vii. 1, Achan.

with the villages,” &c,

f Or ‘afterwards Hezron died in Caleb-Eph-
ratah ; [another] wife of Hezron was Abijah, and
she bore him Ashhur.’
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98 Ozem, of Ahijah.8 And Jerahmeel
had another wife, whose name was
Atarah ; she wasthe mother of Onam.

#7 And the sons of Ram, the firstborn
of Jerahmee), were Maaz, and Jamin,

% and Eker. And the sons of Onam
were Shammai and Jada. And the
sons of Shammai: Nadab and Abi-

¥ ghur, And the name of the wife of

Abishur was Abihail, and she bore
% him Ahban and Molid. And the

sons of Nadab: Seled and Appaim ;

M angd Seled died without sons. And
the sons of Appaim: Jishi; and the
sons of Jishi: Sheshan; and the sons

% of Sheshan : Ahlai. And the sons of
Jada, the brother of 8hammai: Je-
ther and Jonathan ; and Jether died

® without sons. And the sons of Jona-
than : Peleth and Zaza. These were

M the sons of Jerahmeel. And Sheshan
had no soms, but daughters; and
Sheshan had an Egyptian servant,

# whose name wasJarha; and Sheshan
gave his daughter to Jarha his ser-
vant as wife, and she bore him

% Attai. And Attai begot Nathan, and

¥ Nathan begot Zabad, and Zabad be-
got Ephlal, and Ephlal begot Obed,

®% and Oged begot Jehu, and Jehu begot

% Azariah, and Azariah begot Helez,

4 and Helez begot Elasah, and Ela-
sah begot Sismai, and Sismai begot

4 Shallum, and Shallum begot Jeka-

miah, and Jekamiah begot El-

shama.

And the sons of Caleb the brother
of Jerahmeel were Mesha his first-
born, who was the father of Ziph,
and the sons of Mareshah the father
4 of Hebron. And the sons of Hebron:

Korah, and Tappuah, and Rekem,
4 and Shema. And Shema begot Ra-

ham, the father of Jorkeam. And

4 Rekem begot Shammai ; and the son
of Shammai was Maon; and Maon

40 was the father of Beth-zur. And
Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, bore Ha-
ran, and Moza, and Gazez; and

9

47 Haran begot Gazez. And the sons
of Jehdai: Regem, and Jotham, and
Geghan, and Pelet, and Ephah,

4% and Shaaph. Maachah, Caleb’s con-
cubine, bore Bheber and Tirhanah ;

49 and she bore Shaaph the father of

Madmannah, Sheva the father of

Machbena and the father of Gibea.

And the daughter of Caleb was

Achsah.

These are the sons of Caleb.
The sons® of Hur, the firstborn?
of Ephratah: Shobal the father of
St Kirjath-jearima, Salma the father

of Bethlehem, Hareph the father of

2 Beth-gader. And Shobal the father
of Kirjath-jearim had sons : Haroeh,

$® Hazi - Hammenuhoth.* And the
families of Kirjath-jearim were the

Jithrites, and the Puthites, and the

Shumathites, and the Mishraites; of

them came the Zoreathites and the
8¢ Eshtaolites. The sons of Salma:

Beth-lehem, and the Netophathites,

Atroth-Beth-Joab, and the Hazi-
85 Hammanahethites,X the Zorites; and

the families of the seribes who dwelt
at Jabez : the Tireathites,the Shimea-
thites, the Suchathites. These are
the Kenites that came of Hammath,
the father of the house of Rechab.

III. And these are the sons of David,
who were born to him in Hebron:
the firstborn, Amnon, of Ahinoam the
Jozreelitess ; the second, Daniel,! of

% Abigail the Carmelitess; the third,
Absalom the son of Maachah, daugh-
ter of Talmai king of Geshur; the
fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith ;

8 the fifth, Shephatiah of Abital; the

¢ gixth, Ithream, of Eglah his wife: six
were born to him in Hebron. And
there he reigned seven years and
six months. And in Jerusalem he

8 reigned thirty-three years. Andthese
were born to him in Jerusalem:
Shimea, and Shobab, and Nathan,
and Solomon, four, of Bath-shua®

¢ the daughter of Ammiel; and Ibhar,

50

§0r* go,nd] Ahijah,’
b Lit, ‘ son.’
i Or ‘Caleb: Ben-Hur the firsthorn.’

* Or * half of the Manahethites;’ and so ver. 54,
! Chileab, 2 Bam, iii. 8.
= Bathsheba.
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" and Elishams, and Eliphelet, and
Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia,
8 and Elishama, and Eliada, and
? Eliphelet, nine: all were sons of
David, besides the sons of the concu-
bines; and Tamar was their sister.
And Solomon’s son was Rehoboam ;
Abijah his son, Asa his son, Jehosha-
hat his son, Joram his son, Ahaziah
is son, Joash his son, Amaziah his
son, Azariah his son, Jotham his son,
18 Ahaz his son, Hesekiah his son,
14 Manasseh his son, Amon his son, Jo-
siah his son.

And the sons of Josiah: the first-
born Johanan, the second Jehoiakim,
the third Zedekiah, the fourth Shal-
19 Jum, And the sons of Jehoiakim :

Jeconiah his son, Zedekiah his son.
17 And the sons of Jeconiah: Asgir;®
18 Salathiel his son, Malchiram also,

and Pedaish, and Shenazzar, Jeca-
1% migh, Hoshama, and Nedabiah. And

the sons of Pedaiah were Zerubbabel
and Shimei. And the sons of Zerub-
babel : Meshullam and Hananiah, and
% Shelomith their sister, and Hashu-
bah, and Ohel, and Berechiah, and

Hagadiah, [and] Jushab-hesed, five.
31 And the sons of Hananiah : Pelatiah

and Issinh; the sons of Rephaiah,

the sons of Arnan, the sons of Oba-
38 diah, the sons of Shechaniah. And
the sons of Shechaniah : Shemaiah ;
and the sons of Shemaiah : Hattush,
and Jigeal, and Bariah, and Nea-
9 rish, and Shaphat, six. And the
sons of Neaxiah : Elioenai, and Heze-
8¢ Lkiph, and Azrikam, three. And the
sons of Elioenai: Hodaviah, and Eli-
ashib, and Pelsiah, and Akkub, and

Johanan, and Deleiah, and Anani,

seven.

IV. The sons of Judah : Pherez, Hez-
ron, and Carmi, and Hur, and Shobal.
$ And Reaiah the son of Shobal begot

Jahath ; and Jahath begot Ahumai

and Lahad. These are the families of

10

i1
12

15

® the Zoreathites, And these [were of]
the father of Etam :° Jizreel, and

Jishma, and Jidbash ; and the name

4 of their sister was Hazlelponi; and
Penuel the father of Gedor, and Ezer
the father of Hushah : these were the
sons of Hur, the firstborn of Ephra-
tah, [and] father of Bethlehem.—
% And Ashhur the father of Tekoa had
¢ two wives, Helah and Naarah. And

Naarah bore him Ahuzzam, and He-

pher, and Temeni, and Ahashtari:
7 these were the sons of Naarah. And

the sons of Helah : Zereth, and Zohar,
8 and Ethnan. And Koz begot Anub,
and Hazzobebah, and the families
? of Aharhel the son of Harum. And

Jabez was more honoured? than his

brethren; and his mother called

his name Jabeg,? saying, Because 1
10 hore him with pain. And Jabes
called on the God of Israsl saying,
Oh that thou wouldest richly bless
me, and enlarge my border, and that
thy hand might ge with me, and
that thou wouldest keep me from
evil, that it may not grieveme! And
God brought about what he had
requested.

And Chelub the brother of Shuah
begot Mehir, who was the father of
11 Eshton. And Eshton begot Beth-

rapha, and Paseah, and Tehinnah

the father of the city of Nahash:
these were the men of Rechah.—
18 And the sons of Kenaz : Othniel and

Seraish ; and the sons of Othnial :
1t Hathath., And Meonothai begot

Ophrah: and Seraiah begot Joab,

the father of the valley of eraftsmen ;
18 for they were craftsmen.—And the

sons of Caleb the son of Jephunneh :

Iru, Elah, and Naam; and thesons of
16 Elah,...and Kenaz.—And the sons

of Jehalleleel: Ziph and Ziphah,
17 Tiria and Asareel.—And the sons

of Ezra: Jether, and Mered, and

Hpher, and Jalon; and she concetved

11

» Others take it as ‘ Jeconish-Assir,’ i.e, * Je.
coniah the prisoner;’ and it is thought, as he
appears o have had no sons of his own, that the
nawes of his representatives are given.

° Some MBS supportthe LXX and Vulg.,which

have, ‘ these are the sons of Rtam,’
» Or ' more honourable :’ cf. Gen. xxxiv. 18,
1 Meaning, ‘ Causing pain.’
* Doubtless the ‘ Bithiah * of ver. 18.
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[and bore] Miriam, and Shammai,

and Jishbah the father of Eshtemoa.
18 And his wife the Jewess bore Jered

the father of Gedor, and Heber the
father of Socho, and Jekuthiel the fa-
ther of Zanoah. And these are the
sons of Bithiah the daughter of Pha-
¥ raoh whom Mered took.—And the
sons of the wife of Hodijah, the sister
of Naham: the father of Keilah the

Garmite, and Eshtemoa the Maa-
30 chathite.—And the sons of Shimon :
Amnon and Rinnah, Ben-hanan and
Tilon.—And the sons of Jishi: Zoheth
and Ben-Zoheth. :

The sons of Shelah the son of Ju-
dah: Er the father of Lechah, and
Laadah the father of Mareshah, and
the families of the house of byssus-
3% workers, of the house of Ashbea, and

Jokim, and the men of Chozeba, and

Joash, and Sareph, who ruled over

Moab, and Jashubi-lehem. Andthese
* are ancient things. These were. the
potters, and those that abode among
plantations and enclesures : there
they dwelt with the king for his work.

he sons of Simeon : Nemuel and
Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, [and] Saul;
38 Shallum his son, Mibsam his sen,
%0 Mishma his son. And the sons of

Mishms : Hammuel his son, Zaceur
7 his son, Shimei his son; and Shimei

had sixteen sons and six daughters.

And his bretbren had not many sons;

neither did all their family multiply
%8 ]ike to the sons of Judah. And they

abode at Beer-sheba, and Moladah,
39 and Harar-Shual, and at Bilhah, and
80 gt Ezem, and at Tolad,* and at Beth-
uel, and at Hormah, and at Ziklag,
81 and at Beth-marcaboth, and Hazer-
sugim, and at Beth-biri, and at

Shaaraim. These were their cities
83 yntil the reign of David. And their

villages were Etam and Ain, Rim-

mon and Tochen, and Ashan, five
® cities; and all their villages that
were round about these cities, as far
as Baal. These were their habita-
tions and their genealogical register.

11

1Y)

8¢  And Meshobab, and Jamlech, and

85 Joshah the son of Amaziah, and Joel,
and Jehu the son of Josibiah, the son

% of Seraiah, the son of Asiel, and Eli-
oenai, and Jaakobah,and Jeshohaiah,
and Asaish, and Adiel, and Jesi-

87 miel, and Benaiah, and Ziza the son
of Shiphi, the son of Allon, the son of
Jedaiah, the son of Shimri, the son

8 of Shemaiah: these mentionedt by
name were princes in their families;
sad their fathers' houses increased

% greatly, And they went to the en-
trance of Gedor, as far as the east
side of the valley, to seek pasture for

4 their flocks. And they found fat and
good pasture, and a land widely ex-
tended and quiet and fertile, for they
who bad dwelt there formerly were

4 of Ham. And these written by name
came in the days of Hezekiah king of
Judeh, and smote their tents and the
habitations® that were found there,
and destroyed them utterly unto this
day, and dwelt in their stead; for
there was pasture there for their

4 flocks. And five hundred men of
them, of the sons of Simeon, went
to mount Seir, having at their head
Pelatiah, and Neariah, and Rephaiah,

49 and Uzziel, the sons of Jishi, and they
smote the rest of the Amalekites that
had escaped; and they dwelt there
unto this day.

V. And the sons of Reuben the first-
born of Israel(for he wasthe firstborn ;
but,inasmuch ashe defiled his father’s
bed, his birthright was given to the
sons of Joseph the son of Israel ; but
the genealogy is not registered ac-

% cording to the birthright, for Judah
revailed among his brethren, and of
im was the prince, but the birthright

® was Joseph’s),—the sons of Reuben,
the firstborn of Israel: Enoch and
¢ Phallu, Hezron and Carmi. The sons
of Joel : Shemaiah his son, Gog his

5 son, Shimei his son, Micah his son,

¢ Reaiah his son, Baal his son, Beerah
his son, whom Tilgath-Pilneser king
of Assyria oarried away captive: he

» Eltolad, Josh. xv. 30, t Lit. ‘came.’

u Others, ‘ the Meunites (Maonites).’
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7 was prince of the Reubenites. And
his brethren by their families, in the
genealogical register of their genera-
tions, were: the chief, Jeiel, and

8 Zechariah, and Bela the son of Azaz,
the son of Shema, the son of Joel,
who dwelt in Aroer, as faras Neboand

? Baal-meon ; and eastward he dwelt
as far as the entrance to the wilder-
ness from the river Euphrates; for
their cattle were multiplied in the

10 Jand of Gilead. And in the days of

Saul they made war with the Hagar-

ites, who fell by their hand; and

they dwelt in their tents throughont
the east side of Gilead.

And the children of Gad dwelt over
against them,in the land of Bashan,as
12 far ag Saleah : Joel was the chief and

Shapham the next, and Jaanai, and
18 Shaphat in Bashan. And their breth-

ren according to their fathers’ houses

were Michael, and Meshullam, and

Sheba, and Jorai, and Jaachan,
14 and Zis, and Eber, seven.—These

were the sons of Abihail, the son

of Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of

Gilead, the son of Michael, the son

of Jeshishai, the son of Jahdo, the son

18 of Buz: Ahi the son of Abdiel, the
son of Guni, was chief of their fathers’

16 house. And they dwelt in Gilead in
Bashan, and in its towns,” and in all
the pasture-grounds of Sharon, as

17 far a8 their %irmits. All these were

registered by genealogy in the days

of Jotham king of Judah, and in the
deys of Jeroboam king of Israel.

The children of Reuben and the
Gadites and half the tribe of Manas-
seh, of valiant men, men who carried
ghield and sword, drawing the bow
and gkilful in war, were forty-four
thousand seven hundred and sixty,
1 gble to go forth to war. And the

made war with the Hagarites, wit

0 Jetur, and Naphish, and Nodab ; and
they were helped ageinst them, and
the Hagarites were delivered into
their hand, and all that were with
them; for they cried to God in the

1n

18

battle, and he was intreated of them,
because they put their trust in him.

91 And they took away their cattle:
their camels fifty thousand, and two
hundred and ﬁf? thousand sheep,
and two thousand asses, and & hun-

# dred thousand human souls. For
there foll down many slain, for the
war was of God. And they dwelt in
their stead until the captivity.

% And the children of the half tribe
of Manasseh dwelt in the land, from
Bashan as far as Beal-Hermon and
Benir, and mount Hermon; they

% were many. And these were the
heads of their fathers’ houses: Epher,
and Jishi, and Eliel, and Azriel, and
Jeremiah, and Hodaviah, and Jah-
diel, mighty men of yalour, famous
men, heads of their fathers’ houses.

%5 And they transgressed against the
God of their fathers, and went a
whoring after the gods of the peoples
of the land, whom God had destroyed

18 hefore them. And the God of Israel
stirred up the spirit of Pul king of
Asgyria, and the spirit of Tilgath-Pil-
neser king of Assyria, and he carried
them away, the Reubenites, and the
Gadites, and the half tribe of Manas-
seh, and brought them to Halah, and
Habor, and Hara, and to the river
Gozan,—unto this day.

VI. The sons of Levi: Gershom, Ko-
bath,” and Merari.

*  And the sons of Kohath: Amram,

3 Jizhar, and Hebron, and Ugziel. And
the children of Amram : Aaron, and
Moses, and Miriam. And the sons
of Aaron: Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar

4 and Ithamar. Eleazar begot Phine-

5 has; Phinehas begot Abishua, and
Abishua begot Bukii, and Bukki be-

8 got Uzzi, and Uzzi begot Zerahiah,

7 and Zerahiah begot Meraioth ; Merai-

oth begot Amariah, and Amarial be-
8 got Ahitub, and Ahitub begot Zadok,

? and Zadok begot Ahimaaz, and Ahi-
maaz begot Azarish, and Azariah

10 begot Johanan, and Johanan begot
Azariah (he is it that exercised the

v Or, aa elsewhere, ‘ its dependent villagen.”

v Heb. Kshath, as often,
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riesthood in the house that Solomon

U huilt in Jerusalem); and Azarish
begot Amariah, and Amariah begot
13 Ahitub, and Ahitub begot Zadok, and
1 Zadok begot Shallum, and Shallum
begot Hilkijah, and Hilkijah begot
M Azariah, and Azariah begot Beraiah,
1 and Seraiah begot Jehozadak, and

Jehozadak went away, when Jeho-

vah carried away Judah and Jerusa-

lem by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.
16 The sons of Levi: Gershom, Ko-
17 hath, and Merari. And these are the
names of the sons of Gershom : Libni
18 and Shimel. Andthesons of Kohath:

Amram, and Jizhar, and Hebron,
¥ and Uzziel. The sons of Merari:

Mahli and Mushi. And these are the

families of Levi according to their

fathers.
30 Of Gershom: Libni his son, Jahath
" his son, Zimmah his son, Joah his
son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son,
Jeathrai his son.

The sons of Kohath: Amminadab
his son, Korah his son, Assir his son,
8 Elkansh his son, and Ebiasaph his
4 gon, and Assir hisson, Tahath his son,

Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and
8 8aul his son. And the sons of El-
8 kanah: Amasaiand Ahimoth. Elka-

nah,—the sons of Elkanah: Zophai
%7 his son, and Nahath his son, Eliab

hisson, Jeroham his son, Elkanah his
18 gon. And the sons of Samuel: the
firstborn * Vashni and Abijah,

The sons of Merari : Mabli; Libni
his son, Shimei his son, Uzza his
% gon, Bhimea his son, Haggijah his
son, Asaiah his son.

And these are they whom David
set over the service of song in the
house of Jehovah after that the ark
% was in rest. And they ministered

before the tabernacle of the tent of

meeting with singing, until Solomon
had built the house of Jehovah in

Jerusalem; and they attended to

their office according to their order.

2

# And these are they that attended,
and their sons :
Of the sons of the Kohathites:

Heman thesinger, the son of Joel, the
% gon of Samuel, the son of Elkanah,

the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel,
8 the son of Toah,” the son of Zuph, the

son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath,
% the son of Amasai, the son of El-

kanah, the son of Joel, the son of
87 Avariah, the son of Zephaniah, the

son of Tahath, the son of Assir, theson
38 of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, the
son of Jighar, the son of Kohath, the
son of Levi, the son of Israel.

And his brother Asaph, who stood
on his right hand : Asaph, the son of
40 Berechiah, the son of Shimea, the

son of Michael, the son of Baaseiah,
4 the son of Malchijah, the son of Eth-

ni, the son of Zerah, the son of
4 Adaiah, the son of Ethan, the son
48 of Zimmah, the son of Shimei, the
son of Jahath, the son of Gershom,
the son of Levi.

And their brethren the sons of Me-
rari wore on the left hand: Ethan the
son of Kishi,* the son of Abdi, the son
48 of Malluch, the son of Hashabiah, the

son of Amaziah, the son of Hilkijah,
48 the son of Amzi, the son of Bani, the
4 son of Shemer, the son of Mahli,

the son of Mushi, the son of Merari,

the son of Levi.
4 And their brethren the Levites were

given for all the service of the taber-
# nacle of the house of God. And Aaron
and his sons offered ® upon the altar of
the burnt-offering, and on the altar
of incensse, for all the work of the most
holy place, and to make atonement for
Israel, according to all that Moses the
servant of God had commanded.

And these are the sons of Aaron:
Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son,
51 Abishua his son, Bukki his son, Ugzi
% his son, Zerahiah his son, Meraioth

his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his
8 gon, Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his son.

4“

50

= It in possible the word ‘' Joel’ is omitted in
the text, which would then read, ‘ the firstborn
Joel, and the second Abijah.’

7 Tohu, 1 S8am. i. 1.
* Kushaiah, chap. xv. 17.
» Striotly, ‘burned as incense.’
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And these are their dwelling-places
according fo their encampments,
within their borders. For the sons of
Aaron, of the family of the Kohath-
% jtes, for theirs was the lot; and they

ve them Hebron in the land of
udah, and its suburbs round about

8 3t ; but the fields of the city, and the
hamlets thereof gave they to Caleb
8 the son of Jephunneh. And to the
children of Aaron they gave the city®
of refuge, Hebron; and Libnah and
its suburbs, and Jattir, and Eshtemoa

| 8 and its suburbs, and Hilen and its

8 gsuburbs, Debir and its suburbs, and
| Ashan and its suburbs, and Beth-
| ® shemesh and its suburbs; end, out
of the tribe of Benjamin, Geba and
its suburbs, and Allemeth and its
suburbs, and Anathoth and its sub-
urbs : all their cities, thirteen cities,
according to their families.

And to the children of Kohath that
reruined [were given] by lot out of
the families of the tribe iof Ephraim

-l

and of the tribe of Dan] and] of the

. balf tribe, half Manasseh, ten cities.
®1 And to the children of Gershom ac-
cording to their families out of the
tribe of Issachar, and out of the tribe
of Asher, and out of the tribeof Naph-
tali, and out of the tribe of Manasseh

& in Bashan, thirbeen cities. To the
children of Merari Twere given] by
lot, according to their families, out
of the tribe of Reuben, and out of the
tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of

™ Febulun, twelve cities. And the
children of Israel gave to the Levites

8 the cities and their suburbs.
they gave by lot out of the tribe of|
the children of Judah, and out of the|
tribe of the children of Simeon, and
out of the tribe of the children of
Benjamin, these cities which were
mentioned by name.

6 And to the families of the children
of Kohnth who had the cities of their
territory out of the tribe of Ephraim,

# they gave the city of refuge, Shechem
and its suburbs in mount Bphraim;

And |

& and Gezer and its suburbs, and Jok-
meam and its suburbs, and Beth-
¥ horon and its suburbs, and Ajalon
and its suburbs, and Gath-Rimmon
0 and its suburbs ; and out of the half
tribe of Manaagseh : Aner and its sub-
urba, and Bileam and its suburbs,—
for the families of the children of

Kohath that remained.

To the children of Gershom [were
given] out of the family of the half
tribe of Manasseh: Golan in Baghan
and its suburbs, and Ashtaroth and
8 jts suburbs; and out of the tribe of

Issachar: Kedesh and its suburbs,
® Dobrath and its suburbs,and Ramoth

end its suburbs, and Anem and its
™ guburbs; and out of the tribe of

Asher: Mashal and its suburbs, and
% Abdon and ite suburbs, and Hukok

end its suburbs, and Rehob and its

78 suburbs; and out of the tribe of Naph-
tali: Kedesh in Galilee and its sub-
urbg, and Hammon and its suburbs,
and Kirjathaim and its suburbs.

M  To the children of Merari that
remained [were given] out of the
tribe of Zebulun, Rimmono and its
subm‘bs,tgnnd Tabor and its suburbs;

" and on the other side of the Jordan
by Jericho, on the east side of the
Jordan, out of the tribe of Reuben :
Bezer in the wilderness and its sub-
urbs, and Jahzah and its suburbs,

7 and Kedemoth and its spburbs, and

8 Mephaath and its suburbs; and out
of the tribe of Gad: Ramoth in
Gilead and its suburbs, and Maha-

4 naira and its suburbs, and Heshbon
and its suburbs, and Jaazer and its
suburbs.

VII. And the sons of Issachar were
Tola and Push, Jashub and Bhim-

" ron, four. And the soms of Tola:
Uzzi, and Rephaiah, and Jeriel, and
Jahmai, and Jibsam, and Bamuel,
heads of ‘their fathers’ houses, of
Tola, valiant men of might in their
generations; their mumber in the
days of David was twenty-two thou-

® gand six hundred. And the sens of

n

b Lit. ‘ oities ;'

and so ver. 67.
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Uzzi : Jigrahiah; and the sons of Jiz-
rahiah : Michsel, and Obadiah, and
Joel, [and] Jishijah, five; all of them

4 ohief men. And with them by their

generations, according to their fa-
thers’ houses, were military bands
for war, thirty-six thousand ; for they
$ had many wives and sons. And their
brethren among all the families of
Issachar valiant men of might, regis-
tered by genealogy, in all eighty-
seven thousand.
[;l‘he sons of] Benjamin: Bels,
and Becher, and Jedisel, three. And
the sons of Bela: Egbon, and Uzzi,
and Ugzgziel, and Jerimoth, and
Iri, five; heads of fathers’ houses,
mighty men of valour; and they
were registered by their genealogy
twenty-twothousand and thirty-four.
% And the sons of Becher: Zemirah,
and Joash, and Eliezer, and Elioe-
nai, and Omri, and Jeremoth, and
Abijah, and Anathoth, and Alemeth;
all these were the sons of Beeher.
? And they were registered by their
genealogy by their generations, heads
of their fathers’ houses, mighty men
of valour, twenty thousand two hun-

10 gred. And the sons of Jediael: Bil-
hen ; and the sons of Bilhan : Jeush,
and Benjamin, and Ehud, and Che-
naanah, and Zethan, and Taxshish,

1 gnd Ahighahar. All these were
the sons of Jediael, by the heads of
their fathers, mighty men of valonr,
seventeen thousand two hundred, fit

1 for gervice for war.—And Shuppim,
and Huppim, the children of Ir.—
Hushim : the eons of Aher.

A The sons of Naphtali : Jahgiel, and
QGuni, and Jeeer, and Shallum, the
sons of Bilhah.

M The gons of Manasseh : Asriel,...
whom she bore; his Syrian concu-
bine bore Machir the father of Gilead.

1 And Machir took a wife [the sister]
of Huppim and 8huppim, and the
name of their sister was Maachsah;
and the name of the sscond [cioﬂl
was Zelophehad ; and Zelopheh

]
1

1 had daughters. And Maachah the
wife of Machir bore & son, and she
called his name Peresh ; and the name
of his brother was Sheresh; and his

17 gons were Ulam and Rakem. And
the sons of Ulam: Bedan. These
were the sons of (ilead, the son of

18 Maghir, the son of Manasseh. And

" his sister Moleketh bore Ishhod, and

19 Abieger, and Mahlah. And the sons

of Bhemidah were Ahian, and She-

chem, and Likhi, and Aniam.

And the sons of Ephraim: Shu-
thelah, and Bered his son, and Ta-
hath his gon, and Eladah his son,
% gand Tehath his son, and Zabad his

son, and Shuthelah his son, and Ezer,

and Elad. And the men of Gath
born in the land slew them, because
they came down to take their cattle.

3 And Ephraim their father mourned
many days, and his brethren came

% to comfort him. And he went in to
his wife; and she conceived, and
bore & son; and he called his name
Beriah, for [he was born] when

“ ity was in his house. And his

- deughter was Sheerah ; and she built

Beth-horon the nether, and the upper,
% and Uzsen-sheerah. And hisson was

Rephah, and Resheph, and Telah his
% gon, and Tahan his son, Laadan his

son, Ammihud his son, Elishama

7 his son, Nun ¢ his son, Joshua his son.

% And their possession and dwelling-
placss were Bethel and its depen-
dent villages, and eastward Naaran,
end westward Gezer and its depen-
dent villages, and S8hechem and its
dependent villages as far as to Gagzah

® and its dependent villages. And in
the hends of the children of Manas-
seh, Beth-shean and its dependent
villages, Tasnach and its dependent
villages, Megiddo and its depen-
dent villages, Dor and its dependent
villages. In these dwelt the children
of Joseph the son of Israal.

™ The sons of Asher: Jimnah, and
Jighvah, and Jishvi, and Beriah;

# ferah their dister. And the sons of

</There seotns $0 bo here some amission in the text,

4 Here striotly ‘ Non.’
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Beriah: Heber, and Malchiel, who
40 jg the father of Birzavith. And He-
ber begot Japhlet, and Shomer, and
88 Hotham, and Shua their sister. And
the sons of Japhlet: Pasach, and
Bimhal, and Ashvath; these are the
84 sons of Japhlet. And the sons of
Shemer : Ahi, and Rohgah, and Hub-
8 bah, and Aram. And the sons of his
brother Helem : Zophah, and Jimna,
88 and Shelesh, and Amal. The sons of
Zophah: Suah, and Harnepher, and
87 Shual, and Beri, and Jimrah, Bezer,
and Hod, and Sharmoma, and Shilshah,
88 gnd Jithran, and Beers. And the
sons of Jether: Jephunneh, and
39 Pispah, and Ara. And the sons of
Ulla: Arah, and Hanniel, and Rizia.
40 All these were the sons of Asher,
heads of fathers’ houses, choice men,
mighty of valour, chiefs of the princes.
And their number according to their
genealogy, registered as fit for service
for war, was twenty-six thousand
men.
VI11I. And Benjamin begot Bela his
firstborn, Ashbel the second, and
% Aharah the third, Nohah the fourth,
% and Rapha the fifth, And Bela had
sons : Addar, and Gera, and Abihud,
4 and Abishua, and Naaman, and Aho-
8 ah, and Gera, and Shephuphan, and
¢ Huram.—And these are the sons of
Ehud (these were the chief fathers
of the inhabitants of Geba ; and they
carried them away to Manahath;
7 even Naaman, and Ahijah, and Gera;
he removed them), and he begot
8 Ugzza and Ahihud. And Shasharsim
begot [children] in the land of Moab
after he had sent away Hushim
® and Baara his wives. And he begot
of Hodesh his wife : Jobab, and Zibia,
10 and Mesha, and Malcham, and Jeug,
and Shobia,® and Mirmah; these
11 were his sons, chief fathers. And of
Hushim he begot Abitub, and El-
13 paal. And the sons of Elpaal: Eber,
and Misham, and Shemer, who built
Ono, and Lod! and its dependent
18 yillages; and Beriah, and Shema,

who were chief fathers of the in-

habitants of Ajalon ; they drove away
14 the inhabitants of Gath. And Ahio,
18 Shashak, and Jeremoth, and Zeba-
16 diah, and Arad, and Eder, and Mi-

chael, and Jishpah, and Joha were
17 the sons of Beriah. And Zebadiah,

and Meshullam, and Hiski, and
18 Hober, and Jishmerai, and Jizliah,

and Jobab were the sons of Elpaal.
\? And Jakim, and Zichri, and Zabdi,
1 and Elienai, and Zilthal, and Eliel,
21 and Adaiah, and Beraiah, and Shim-
9 rath were the sons of Shimei. And
2 Jishpan,and Eber,and Eliel, and Ab-
% don, and Zichri, and Hanan, and

Hananiah, and Elam, and Antothi-
1 jah, and Jiphdeiah, and Penuel were
98 the sons of Shashak. And Shamshe-

rai, and Shehariah, and Athaliah,
% and Jaareshiah, and Elijah, and

Zichri were the sons of Jeroham.
%8 These were the chief fathers, accord-

ing to their genmerations, prineipal
% men ; these dwelt in Jerusalem. And

at Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon ;

and his wife's name was Maachah.
8 And his son,the firsthorn,was Abdon ;

and Zur, and Kigh, and Baal, and
81 Nadab, and Gedor, and Ahio, and
® Zecher. And Mikloth begot Shim.
eah. And these also dwelt beside
their brethren in Jerusalem, with
their brethren.

And Ner begot Kish ; and Kish be-
got Saul; and Saul begot Jonathan,
and Malchi-shua, and Abinadab, and
8 Fshbaal. And the son of Jonathan

was Merib-Baal; and Merib-Baal
* begot Micah. And the sons of Micah:

Pithon, and Melech, and Tarea, and
8 Ahaz. And Ahaz begot Jehoaddah;

and Jehoaddah begot Alemeth, and

Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri
87 begot Moza; and Moza begot Binea:

Rapha was his son, Eleasah his son,
8 Azel his son. And Azel had six

sons, and these are their names:

Agrikam, Bochru, and Ishmael, and

Sheariah, and Obadiah, and Hanan;
9 gll these were sons of Azel. And

¢ As the Keri. The Chetiv has ‘Shochia.’

! Keil identifies this with Lydda (Aote'ix. 82).
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the sons of Eshek his brother were
Ulam his firstborn, Jeush the second,

# and Eliphelet the third. And the
sons of Ulam were mighty men of
valour, archers; and they had many
sons, and sons’ sons, & hundred and
fifty. All these were of the sons of
Benjamin.

IX. And all Jerael were registered by
genealogy ; and behold, they are
written in the book of the kings of
Israel. And Judah was carried away
to Babylon because of their trans-
gression.®

% And the inhabitants that were first
in their possessions in their ecities
were the Israelites, the priests, the

® Levites, and the Nethinim.* And in
Jerusalem dwelt of the children of
Judah, and of the children of Benja-
min, and of the children of Ephraim,

¢ gnd Manasseh: Uthai the son of
Ammihud, the son of Omri, the son
of Imri, the son of Bani, of the ehil-
dren of Pherez the son of Judah.

® And of the Shilonites:! Asaiah the

¢ firstborn, and his sons. And of the
sons of Zerah : Jeuel; and their bre-
thren, six hundred and ninety.

7  And of the sons of Benjamin:
Sallu the son of Meghullam, the son
of Hodaviah, the son of Hassenuah,

8 and Jibneiah the son of Jeroham, and
Elah the son of Ugzi, the son of
Michri, and Meshullam the son of
Shephatiah, the son of Reuel, the son

9 of Jibnijah; and their brethren, ac-
cording to their generations, nine
hundred and fifty-six. All thege men
were chief fathers in their fathers’
houses.

10 And of the priests: Jedaiah, and

1 Jehoiarib, and Jachin, and Azariah
the son of Hilkijah, the son of Me-
shullam, the son of Zadok, the son
of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the

1 ruler of the house of God ; and Adai-
ah the son of Jeroham, the son of
Pashhur, the son of Malchijah, and

Masai the son of Adiel, the son of

Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the

son of Meshillemith, the son of Im-
18 mer; and their brethren, heads of
their fathers’ houses, a thousand and
seven hundred and sixty; able men
for the work of the servica of the
house of God.

And of the Levites : Shemaiah the
son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam,
the son of Hashabial, of the sons of
15 Merari; and Bakbakkar, Heresh, and

Galal; and Mattaniah the son of

Micah, the son of Zichri, the son of
16 Asaph; and Obadiah the son of She-
maiah, the son of Galal, the son of
Jeduthun ; and Berechiah the son of
Asa, the son of Elkanah, who dweltin |,
the villages of the Netophathites.

And the doorkeepers: gha.llum, and
Akkub, and Talmon, and Ahiman,
and their brethren ; Shallum was the
18 chief. And they have been hitherto

in the king’s gate eastward : they were

the doorkeepers in the camps of the
19 children of Levi. And Shallum the
son of Kore, the son of Ebiasaph,
the son of Korah, and his brethren,
of the house of his father, the Korah-
1tes, were over the work of the service,
keepers of the thresholds of the tent,
and their fathers, set over the camp
of Jehovah, were keepers of the en-
0 trance. And Phinehas the son of

Eleazar was the ruler over them

formerly ; Jehovah was with him,
11 Zechariah the son of Meshelemiah

was doorkeeper at the entrance to

%% the tent of meeting. All these chosen

to be doorkeepers at the thresholds

were two hundred and twelve. These

were registeredvi‘ﬁ)f genealogy ac-
ag

14

by

cording to their es: David and

Samuel the seer had instituted them
1% in their trust] And they and their
sons were at the gates of the house of
Jehovah, the house of the tent, to
keep watch there.k .

At the four quarters were the

1

8 Or ‘ unfaithfulness,’
» Bubordinate temple se

i nts; from Heb.
nathan, ‘give:’ cf. Ezra viii. 20.

t Or * Bhelanites.’
J Or ‘had appointed them on account of their
faithfulness.’ XOr‘inc ’
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doorkeepers, toward the east, west,
3 north, and south. And their breth-

ren, in their villages, were to come

after [every] seven days from time to
8 time with them. For in their trust
these four were the chief doorkeep-
ers: they were Levites; and they were
over the chambers and over the trea-
%7 guries of the house of God ; for they
staid round about the house of God
during the night, because the charge
was upon them, and the opening'
thereof every morning [pertained
# to them. And [part] of them had
the charge of the instruments of ser-
vice, for by number they brought
them in and by number they brought
® them out. [Part] of them also were
appointed over the vessels, and over
all the holy instruments, and over the
fine flour, and the wine, and the oil,
and the frankincense, and the spices.
® And it was [ls]ome one] of the sons of
the priests who compounded the oint-
2 ment of the spices. And Mattithiah
of the Levites, who was the firstborn
of S8hallum the Korahite, was in trust
over the things that were made in
® the pans. And [pome] of the sons of
the Kohathites, their brethren, were
over the loaves to be set in rows,
8 {0 prepare them every sabbath. And
these were the singers, chief fathers
of the Levites, [who were] in the
chambers free from service ; for they
% were employed day and night. These
are the chief fathers of the Levites,
heads aecording to their families;
these dwelt in Jerusalem,

And at Gibeon dwelt the father of
Gibeon, Jeiel, and his wife’s name
% was Maachah. And his son, the first-

born, was Abdon, and Zur, and Kish,
® and Baal, and Ner, and Nadab, and

Gedor, and Ahio, and Zechariah,
® and Mikloth; and Mikloth begot

Shimeam. And they also dwelt be-

gide® their brethren in Jerusalem,
3 with their brethren. And Ner begot

Kish; and Kish begot Saul; and Saul

begot Jonathan, and Malchi-shua,

“ and Abinadab, and Eshbaal. And
the son of Jonathan was Merib-Baal ;

& and Merib-Baal begot Micah. Amd
the sons of Micah : Pithon, and Me-

4 lech, and Tahrea. And Ahag begot
Jarah: and Jarah begot Alemeth,
and Azmaveth, and Zimri ; and Zimr:

8 hegot Moza; and Moza begot Binea ;
and Rephaiah his son, Eleasah his

# gon, Azel his don. And Agel had six
sons, and these are their names: Az-
rikam, Bochru, and Ishmasel, and
Sheariah, and Obadiah, and Hanan ;
these were the sons of Azel.

X. And the Philistines fought against
Isracl; and the men of Israel fled
from before the Philistines, and fell

* down slainon mount Gilboa. Andthe
Philistines followed hard after Saul
and after his sons; and the Philis-
tines smote Jonathan, and Abinadab,

% and Malchi-shua, Sanl’'s sons. And
the battle went sore against Saul,
and the archers eame up with him,
and he was terrified™ by the archers.

¢ Then said Saul to his armourbearer,
Draw thy sword, and thrust me
through with it ; lest these uncireum-
cised come and abuse me. But his
armourbearer would not; for he was
much afraid. 8o Saul took the sword

¢ and fell on it. And when his ar-
mourbearer saw that Saul was dead,
he foll likewise on the sword, and

% died. Bo Saul died, and his three
sons, and all his house died together.

¥ And when all the men of Israel that
were in the valley saw that they fled,
and that 8aul and his sons were dead,
they forsook their cities and fled
and the Philistines came and dwelt
in them.

8 And it eame to pass the next day,
that the Philistines came to strip the
slain, and they found BSaul and his

? sons fallen on mount Gilboa. And
they stripped him, and took his head,
and his armour, and sent [them}] into
the land of the Philistines round
sbout, to announce the glad tidings
to their idols, and to the people.

1 Lit. ‘the key.’

= Or ‘ wounded.’
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1% And they put his armour in the house
of their god, and fastened his head in

M the house of Dagon. And when all
they of Jabesh-Gilead heard of all
that the Philistines had done to Saul,

1% all the valiant men arose, and took

:}) the body of Saul and the bodies
his sons, and brought them to Ja-

besh, and buried their bones under

the terebinth of Jabesh, and fasted
seven days.

And Saul died for his unfaithful-
ness which he committed against
Jehovah, because-of the word of Je-
hovah which he kept not, and also
for having inquired of the spirit of
M Python, asking counsel of it; and

he asked not counsel of Jehovah;

therefore he slew him, and trans-
ferred the kingdom to David the son
of Jesse.

XI. And all Israel assembled them-
selves to David to Hebron, saying,
Behold, we are thy bone and thy

®* flesh. Even aforetime, even when

Saul was king, thou wast he that

leddest out and broughtest in Israel;

and Jehovah thy God said to thee,

Thou shalt feed my people Israel,

and thou shalt be prince over my

* people Israel. And all the elders of

srael came to the king to Hebron;
and David made & covenant with
themn in Hebron before Jehovah;
and they anointed David king over

Tarael according to the word of Jeho-

vah through Samuel.

1 4. And David and all Israel went to
Jerusalem, which is Jebus; where
the Jebusites were, the inhabitants

§ of the land. And the inhabitants of
Jebus gaid to David, Thou shalt not
come in hither. But David took the
stronghold of Zion, which is the city

¢ of David. And David said, Who-
ever smites the Jebusites first shall
be chief and captain. And Joab
the son of Zeruiah went first up,

Yand was chief. And David dwelt
in the stronghold; therefore they

8 called it the city of David. And he
built the city round about, even from
the Millo® round sbout; and Joab

9 renewed the rest of the city. And

David became continually greater;

and Jehovah of hosts was with him,

And these are the chief of the
mighty men whom David had, who
shewed themselves valiant ® with him
in his kingdom, with all Israel, to
make him king, according to the
word of Jehovah concerning Israel.

11 And this is the number of the mighty

men whom David had : Jashobeam,
the son of Hachmoni, the chief of the
captains ;? he brandished his spear
against three hrundred, slain [Iéy him]

18 gt one time. And after him, Eleazar

the son of Dodo, the Ahohite; he was

1% one of the three mighty men. He was

with David at Pas-dammim, where
the Philistines were gathered together
to battle; and there was [there] a
plot of ground full of barley; and
the people had fled from before the

U Philistines. And they stood in the

midst of the plot and delivered it, and

smote the Philistines; and Jehovah
wrought a great deliverance.t

And three of the thirty ohiefs
went down to the rock to David, to
the cave of Adullam, when the army
of the Philistines was encamped in

¢ the valley of Rephaim. And David .

was then in the stronghold;. and
the Philistines’ garrison was then at

W Beth-lehem. And David longed, and

eaid, Oh that one would give me to
drink of the water of the well of Beth-

18 Johem, which is in the gate! And

the three broke through the camp
of the Philistines, and drew water
out of the well of Bethlehem, which is
in the gate, and took it, and brought
it to David; David however would
not drink of it, but poured it out to
1 Jehovah. And he said, My God for-
bid it me, that I should do this thing!
should I drink the blood of these
men [who went] at the risk of their

10

1

»The rampart or citadel, i
® Or ‘ strengthened themselves.’

* Or ‘of the thirty.
4 Heb. “gaved [with] a great salwation.’

»
o
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lives ? for at the risk of their lives
they brought it. Therefore he would
not drink it. These things did the
three mighty men.

And Abishai the brother of Joab,
he was the chief of three; and he
brandished his spear against three
hundred and slew them ; and he had
31 3 name among the three. Of the
three he was more honourable than
the two, and he was their captain ;
but he did not attain to the Tﬁrst]
three.

Benaiah the son of Jehoiads, the
son of & valiant man, great in ex-
ploits, of Kabzeel: he it was that
smote two lions® of Moab; and he
went down and smote a lion in the
% midst of a pit on a snowy day. He

also smote the Egyptian, a man of

stature, five cubits high: and in the

Egyptian's hand was a spear like a

weaver's beam ; and he went down

to him with a staff, and plucked the
spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and
# glew him with his own spear. These
things did Benaiah the son of Je-
hoiada, and he had a name among
# the three mighty men. Behold, he
was honoured above the thirty, but
be did not attain to the [first] three.
And David set him in his couneil.

And the valiant men of the forces
were: Asahel the brother of Joab,
Elhanan the son of Dodo of Bethle-
37 hem, Shammoth the Harorite, Helez
18 the Pelonite, Ira the son of Tkkesh the
. Tekoite, Abiezer the Anathothite,
0 Sibbechai the Hushathite, Ilai the
80 Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite,

Hoeled the son of Baanah the Netopha-
81 thite, Ittai the son of Ribai of Gibeah

of the children of Benjamin, Benaiah
8 the Pirathonite, Hurai of the brooks
88 of Gaash, Abiel the Arbathite, Azma-

veth the Baharumite, Eliahba the
¥ Shaalbonite, Bene-Hashem the Gi-
gonite, Jonathan the son of Sh
% Hararite, Ahiam the son of Sacar
the Hararite, Eliphal the son of Ur,
88 Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the

10

ethe| .

87 Pelonite, Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai

88 the son of Ezbai, Joel the brother of

8 Nathan, Mibhar the son of Hagri, Ze-

lek the Ammonite, Naharai the Bero-
thite, the armour-bearer of Joab the

40 gon of Zeruiah, Ira the Ithrite, Gareb

€1 the Ithrite, Uriah the Hittite, Zabad

42 the son of Ahlai, Adina the son of

Shiza the Reubenite, a captain of the
Reubenites, and thirty with him;
4 Hanan the son of Maachah, and
4 Joshaphat the Mithnite, Uzzia the
Ashtarothite, Shama and Jeiel the

45 gons of Hotham the Aroerite, Jediael

the son of Shimri, and Joha his

46 hrother, the Tizite, Eliel of Mahavim,

and Jeribai, and Joshaviah, the sons
of Elnaam, and Jithmah the Moab-

7 jto, Elisl, and Obed, and Jaasiel the

Mezobaite.

XII. Now these are they that came
to David to Ziklag, while he kept
still close because of Saul the son of
Kish; and- they were among the
mighty men who helped hira in the

8 conflict; armed with bows, using
both the right hand and the left with
stones and with arrows on the bow;
[they were] of Saul’s brethren of Ben-

8 jamin : the chief Ahiezer, and Joash,
the sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite ;
and Jeziel, and Pelet, the sons of
Azmaveth; and Berachah, and Jehn

¢ the Anathothite, and Jishmaiah the
Gibeonite, a mighty man among the
thirty, and over the thirty ; and Jere-
miash, and Jahaziel, and Johanan,

8 and Jozabad the Gederathite, Eluzai,
and Jerimoth, and Bealiah, and She-
mariah, and Shephatiah the Haru-

¢ phite ; Elkanah, and Jishijah, and
Avzareel, and Joezer, and Jashobeam,

7 the Korahites; and Joelah, and Zeba-
diah, the sons of Jeroham of Gedor.

8  And ofthe Gadites, there separated
themselves to David in the strong-
hold in the wilderness mighty men
of valour, men fit for the service of
war, armed with shield and spear,
whose faces were [like] the faces of
lions, and who were swift as the

 Great heroes: see on £ 8am. xxiii. 20.
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¢ gazelles upon the mountains: Ezer
the first, Obadiah the second, Eliab
10 the third, Mishmannah the fourth,
11 Jereminh the fifth, Attai the sixth,
12 Eliel the seventh,Johanan the eighth,
18 Flzabad the ninth, Jeremish the
tenth, Machbapnai the eleventh.
U These were of the sons of Gad, cap-
tains of the host: one of the least
was over a hundred, and the greatest
18 over a thousand. These are they
that went over Jordan in the first
month, whenit overflows all its banks,
and they put to flight all [them] of the
valleys, toward the east and toward
the west.

And there came of the children of
Benjamin and Judah to the strong-
17 hold to David. And David went out

to meet them, and answered and said

to them, Ifye come peaceably tome to

help me, my heart shall be knit unto

you; but if to betray me to mine

enemies, seeing there is no wrong in

my hands, the God of our fathers see
18 [xlﬁ and rebuke [it]. And the spirit

eame upon Amasai, the chief of the
captains, [and he said,] Thine [are
wei David, and with thee, thou son
of Jesse: peace, peace be to thee,
and peace be to thy helpers; for thy
God helps thee. And David receiv-
ed them, and made them chiefs of
bands.

And there fell some of Manasseh
to David, when he came with the
Philistines against Saul to battle:
but they helped them not; for the
lords of the Philistines upon delibera-
tion sent him away, saying, He will
fall to his master Saul at the peril of
¥ our heads. As he went away to Zik-

lag, there fell to him of Manasseh:

Adnah, and Jozabad, and Jediael, and

Michael, and Jozabad, and Elihu,

and Zilthai, captains of the thousands
9 that were of Manasseh. And they

helped David in his expeditions;* for
th? were all mighty men of valour,
# and were oaptains in the host. For

16

1w’

day by day there came [men) to
David to help him, until it was a
great camp, hke the camp of God.
88 And this is the number of the men ¢
equipped for military service, who
came to David to Hebron, to transfer
the kingdom of Saul to him, accord-
3¢ ing to the word™ of Jehovah. The
children of Judah that bore shield
and spear were six thousand eight
hundred, equipped for military ser-
% vice. Of the children of Simeon,
mighty men of valour for war, seven
8 thousand one hundred. Of the chil-
dren of Levi four thousand six hun-
9 dred. And Jehoiada the prince of
Aaron, and with him were three
8 thousand seven hundred ; and Zadok,
a valiant young man, and his father’s
house two and twenty chief men.
1% And of the children of Benjamin, the
brethren of Saul, three thousand;
but hitherto the greater part of them
had adhered™ to the house of Saul.
8 And of the children of Ephraim
twenty thousand eight hundred,
mighty men of valour, men of name
81 jn their fathers’ houses. And of the
half tribe of Manasseh eighteen thou-
sand, who were expressed by name,
{0 come and make David king. And
of the children of Issachar, who had
understanding of the times, to know
what Israel ought to do, the heads
of them were two hundred ; and all
their brethren were at their bidding.
8 Of Zebulun, such as went forth in
the host, armed for war with all wea-
pons of war, fifty thousand, keeping
8 rank without double heart. And of
Na}l)thli a thousand captains, and
with them thirty-seven thousand with
& ghield and spear. And of the Danites
armed for war twenty-eight thousand
% gix hundred. And of Asher such as
went forth in the host, to set them-
selves in battle array, forty thousand.
87 And from the other side of the Jor-
dan, of the Reubenites, and the Gad-
ites, and of the half tribe of Manasseh,

* Or ‘against the troop (i.e. of the Amalek-
ites?).’

1ls.”

¢ Lit, “heads’ or ‘polls,”
v Lit, * mouth.’ » Lit. ‘kept the ward.’
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with all manner of weapons of war
for battle, a hundred and twenty
88 thousand. All of them men of war,
keeping rank in battle array, came
witg a perfect heart to Hebron, to
make David king over all Israel ; and
all the rest also of Israel were of one
% heart to make David king. And
there they were with David three
days, esting and drinking; for their
4 brethren had prepared for them; and
those too that were near them, as far
as Issachar and Zebulun and Naph-
tali, brought food on asses, and on
camels, and on mules, and on oxen;
provision of meal, fig-cakes and
raisin-cakes, and wine and oil, and
oxen and sheep, abundantly; for
there was joy in Israel.
XIII. And David corsulted with the
captains of thousands and hundreds,
% with every prince. And David said
to all the congregation of Israel, If
it seem good to you, and it be of Je-
hovah our God, let us send abroad

to our brethren everywhere, that are]

left in all the lands of Israel, and
with them to the priests and Levites
in their cities and suburbs, that they

® mpy gather themselvestous; andlet
us {ring again the ark of our God
to us; for we inquired not of it in
¢ the days of Saul. And all the congre-
gation said that they should do so;
for the thing was right in the eyes of
5 all the people. And David assem-
bled all Israel from the Shihor of
Egypt unto the entrance of Hamath,
to bring the ark of God from Kirjath-

¢ jearim. And David went up, and all
srael, to Baalah, to Kirjath-jearim,
which belonged to Judah, to bring
up from thence the ark of God, of
Jehovah, who sitteth between* the
cherubim, whose name is placed?
7 [there]. And they carried the ark of
od on a new cart out of the house of
Abinadab; and Uzza and Ahio drove
8 the cart. And David and all Is-
rael played before God with all their

might, and with singing, and with
harps, and with lutes, and with tam-
bours, and with cymbals, and with
trumpets.

¢  And when they came to the thresh-
ing-floor of Chidon, Uzza put forth
his hand to hold the ark; for the

10 oxen had stumbled.® And the anger
of Jehovah was kindled against Usza,
and he smote him, because he had
put forth his hand to the ark; and

11 there he died before God. And David
was indignant; for Jehovah had
made a breach upon Uzza; and he
called that place Perez-Uzza® to this

1 dlt:y. dAnd David I}vas a.g::lidlo% God
that day, saying, How shall i

18 the ark of God tome? And D:v!;g
brought not the ark home unto him-
self into the city of David, but he
carried it aside into the house of

1 Obed-Edom the Gittite. And the
ark of God remained with the family®
of Obed-Edom in his house three
months. And Jehovah blessed the
house of Obed-Edom, and all that
he had.

XIV. And Hiram king of Tyre sent
messengers to David, and timber of
cedars, with masons and carpenters,

1 to build him a house. Ard David
Eerceived that Jehovah had esta-

lished him king over Israel, for his
kingdom was highly exalted, because
of hig people Israel.

8 And David took more wives at
Jerusalem : and David begot more

4 sons and daughters. Angd these are
the names of the children which he
had in Jerusalem: Shammua, and

5 Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon, and
Ibhar, and Elishua, and Elpelet,

¢ and Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia,

7 and Elishama, and Beeliada, and
Eliphelet.

8 And the Philistines heard that
David was anointed king over all Is-
rael, and all the Philistines went up
to seek David; and David heard [of

9 it), and went out against them. And

1 8ee on 1 Bam. jv. 4.
7 Lit. ‘called.’

* Or ‘ broken loose;’ others, * slipgd.’
* Bee 28am. vi, 8. ® Lit, * house.”
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the Philistines came and spread them-
selves in the valley of Rephaim.
10 And David inquired of God saying,
Bhall I go up ageinst the Philistines,
and wilt thou give them into my
hand? And Jehovah said to him,
Go up; and I will give them into
Y thy hand. And they came up to
Baal-perazim, and David smote them
there; and David said, God has
broken in upon mine enemies by my
hand, as the breaking forth of waters.
Thexefore they called the name of

1% that place Baal-peragim.® And they-

left their gods there; and David
commanded, and they were burned
with fire.

1 Andthe Philistines yet again spread

14 themselves in the valley. And David

inquired again of God ; and God said

to(Lim., Go not up after them; turn
round them and come upon them

18 opposite the mulberry-trees. And it
ghall be, when thou hearest the sound
of marching in the tops of the mul-
berry-trees, that then thou shalt go
out to battle; for God will have gone
forth before thee to smite the army?

1¢ of the Philistines. And David did as
God commanded him; and they
smote the army? of the Philistines

¥ from Gibeon even to Gezer. And the
fame of David went outintoall lands;

- and Jehovah brought the feax of him
upon all the nations.

XV. And he made him houses in the
oity of David, and prepared a place
for the ark of God, and spread a tent

3 for it. Then David said, None ought
to carry the ark of God but the Le-
vites, for them has Jehovah chosen
to carry the ark of God, and to serve

8 him for ever. And David assembled
all Israel to Jerusalem, to bring up
the ark of Jehovah to its place that

¢ he had prepared for it. And David
gathered the sons of Aaron and the

8 Levites : of the sons of Kohath, Uriel
the chief, and his brethren a hundred

¢ and twenty; of the sons of Merari,
Asaish the chief, and his brethren

7 two hundred and twenty ; of the sons
of Gershom, Joel the chief, and his

¢ brethren a hundred and thirty; of
the sons of Elizaphax, Shemaiah the
chief, and his brethren two hundred ;

9 of the sons of Hebron, Eliel the chief,
10 and his brethren eighty; of the sons
of Uzgiel, Amuminadab the chief, and
his brethren a hundred and twelve.
11 And David called for Zadok and

Abiathar the priests, and for the

Levites, for Uriel, Asaiali, and Joel,

Shemaish, and Eliel, and Ammina-
12 dab; and he said to them, Ye are

the chief fathers of the Levites ; hal~

low yourselves, ye and your brethren,
that Iv;e ma& bring up the ark of Je-
hovah the God of Israel to [the place
18 that] I have prepared for it. For
because ye [did it] not at the first,
Jehovah our God made a breach
upon us, for that we sought him not
r the due order. So the priests
and the Levites hallowed themselves
to bring up the ark of Jehovah the
God of Israel.

And the children of the Levites
bore the ark of God upon their
ghoulders with the staves upon them,
as Moses had commanded according
16 5 the word of Jehovah. And David

spoke to the chief of the Levites to

appoint their brethren, the singers,
with instruments of musie, lutes, and
harps, and cymbals, that they should
sound aloud, lifting up the voice with
Y joy. And the Levites appointed He-
man the son of Joel; and of his
brethren, Asaph the son of Bere-
chiabh; and of the sons of Merari
their brethren, Ethan the son of Ku-
18 ghgiah ; and with them their breth-
ren of the second [rank], Zechariah,

Ben, and Jaaziel, and Shemiramoth,

and Jehiel, and Unni, Eliab, and

Benaiah, and Masaseiah, and Matti-

thish, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah,

and Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, the door-
12 keepers ; and the singers, Heman,

Asaph, and Ethan, to sound aloud

%0 with cymbals of brass; and Zechariah,

14
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and Acziel, and Shemiramoth, and
Jehiel, and Unrni, and Eliab, and
Maaseiah, and Benaiah, with lutes
2 on Alamoth ;* and Mattithiah, and
Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and Obed-
Edom and Jeiel, and Azaziah, with
harps on the Sheminith! to lead [the
¥ ginging]. And Chenaniah, chief of
the Levites for the music,? gave in-
struction in music,® for he was skil-
9 ful. And Berechish and Elkanah
¥ were doorkeepers for the ark. And
Shebaniah, and Jehoshaphat, and
Nethaneel, and Amasai, and Zecha-
riah, and Benaiah, and Eliezer, the
ptiests, blew with the trumpets before
the ark of God ; and Obed-Edom and
J ellilija.h were doorkeepers for the

ark.

% And David, and the elders of Is-
rael, and the captains over thou-
sands, went to bring up the ark of
the covenant of Jehovah out of the

16 house of Obed-Edom with joy. And
it came to pass, when God helped
the Levites that bore the ark of
the covenant of Jehovah, that they
sacrificed seven bullocks and seven

% rams. And David was clothed with
a robe of byssus, and all the Levites
that bore the ark, and the singers,
and Chenaniah chief of the music of
the singers; and David had upon

9 him a linen ephod. And all Israel
brought up the ark of the covenant
of Jehovah with shouting, and with
sound of the trumpet, and with clari-
ons, and with cymlim.ls, playing aloud

% with lutes and harps. And it came
to pass as the ark of the covenant of
Jehovah came to the city of David,
that Michal the daughter of Saul
looked through a window, and saw
king David dancing and playing;
and she despised him in her heart.

XVI. And they brought in the ark of
God, and set it in the midst of the
tent that David had spread for it;
and they presented burnt-offerings

1 and peace-offerings before God. And
when David had ended offering up
the burnt-offerings and the peace-
offerings, he blessed the people in the

8 name of Jehovah. And he dealt to
every one of Israel, both man and
woman, to every one a loaf of bread
and & me&surerﬁ?f winel] and a rai-

4 gin-cake. And he appointed certain
of the Levites to do the service before
the ark of Jehovah, and to celebrate,
and to thank and praise Jehovah the

8 God of Israel: Asaph the chief, and
second to him Zechariah, Jeiel, and
Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Matti-
thiah, and Eliab, and Benaiah, and
Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, with instru-
ments of lutes and with harps; and

¢ Asaph sounding with cymbals; and
Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests
with trumpets continually before the
ark of the covenant of God.

7 Then on that day David delivered
first {this psalm] to give thanks to
Jehovah through Asaph and his bre-
thren.

8 Give thanks unto Jehovah, call

upon his name ;
Make known his acts among the
peoples. )
¢ Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him ;
Meditate upon! all his wondrous
works.
19 Glory in his holy name:
Let the heart of them rejoice that
seek Jehovsh,
Seek Jehovah and his strength,
Seek his face continually ;
13 Remember his wondrous works which
he hath domne,
His miracles, and the judgments! of
his mouth :

18 Yo sood of Israel his servant,

Ye sons of Jacob, his chosen ones.
14 He, Jehovah, is our God;

His judgments are in all the earth.

Be ye ever mindful of his covenant,
The word which he commanded to a
thousand generations,—

1
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18 Which he made with Abraham,
And of his oath unto Isaac;
17 And he confirmed it unto Jacob for
a statute,
Unto Israel for an everlasting cove-
nant,
18 Saying, Unto thee will I give the
land of Canaan,
The lot of your inheritance ;
¥ When ye were a fow men in number,
of smn{l account, and strangers in it.
¥ And they went from nation to nation,
And from one kingdom to another
people.

M He suffered no man to oppress them,
And reproved kings for their sakes,
® [8aying,] Touch not mine anointed

ones,
And do my prophets no harm.

Sing unto Jehovah, all the earth ;
Publish his salvation from day to

3%

day.
# Declare his glory among the nations,
Hislwond.rous works among all peo-
os.
" Folz' Jehovah is great, and exceed-
ingly to be praised ;
And he is terrible above all gods.
¥ For all the gods of the peoples are
idols ;*
But Jehovah made the heavens.
% Majesty and splendour are before

him;
Strength and gladness in his place.
% Give unto Jehovah, ye families of
peoples,
Giveunto Jehovah glory andstrength!
® Give unto Jehovah the glory of his
name ;
Brit}g an oblation, and come before

‘Worship Jehovah in holy splendour.
% Tremble before him, all the earth:
The world also is established, it shall
not be moved.
81 Lot the heavens rejoice, and let the
earth be glad ;
And let them say among the nations,
Jehovah reigneth !
8 I,6t the sea roar, and the fulness
thereof;

Let the field exult, and all that is
therein.
9 Then shall the trees of the forest sing ,
out at the presence of Jehovah,
For he cometh to judge the earth.
Give thanks unto Jehovah, for
he is good ;
For his loving-kindness [endureth]
for ever.
8 And say,

Save us, O God of our salvation,

And gather us, and deliver us from

the nations, '

To give thanks unto thy holy name,

To triumph in thy praise.
8¢ Blessed be Jehovah the God of Israel,

from eternity and to eternity !

And all the people said, Amen! and
praised Jehovah.

And he left there, before the ark of
the covenant of Jehovah, Asaph and
his brethren, to do the service before
the ark continually, as every day’s
% duty required ; and Obed-Edom, and

their brethren, sixty-eight; Obed-

Edom also, the son of Jedithun, and
% Hosah as doorkeepers. And Zadok

the priest, and his brethren the

riests, before the tabernacle of Je-
ovah in the high place that was at
40 Gibeon, to offer up burnt-offerings to
Jehovah on the altar of burnt-offer-
ing continually, morning.and even-
ing, and according to all that is
written in the law of Jehovah, which
4 he commanded Israel; and with
them Heman and Jeduthun, and the
rest that were chosen, who were ex-
gressed by name, to give thanks to
ehovah, because his loving-kindness
2 [endureth] for ever; and with them,
with] Heman and Jeduthun,! trum-
pets and cymbals for those that
should sound aloud ; and the musical
instruments of God. And the sons
# of Jeduthun were at the gate. And
all the people departed every one
to his house ; and David returned to
bless his household.
XVII. And it came to pass as David
dwelt in his house, that David said

.1
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to Nathan the prophet, Behold, I
dwell in a house of cedars, and the
ark of the covenant of Jehovah under
% curtains. And Nathan said to Da-
vid, Do all that i in thy heart ; for
God is with thee.
8 And it came to pass that night that
the word of God came to Nathan
4 saying, Go and say to David my
servant, Thus saith Jehovah: Thou
shalt not build me a house to dwell
%in; for I have not dwelt in a house
since the day that I brought up Israel
to this day; but I have been from
tent to tent, and from [one] tabernacle
¢ [to another]. In all my going about
with all Israel, did I speak a word to
any of the judges of 1, whom I
commanded to feed my people, say-
ing, Why build ye me not & house of
7 cedars? And now, thus shalt thou
say unto my servant David, Thus
saith Jehovah of hosts: I took thee
from the pasture-grounds, from fol-
lowing the sheep, to be prince over
8 my people Israel; and I have been
with thee whithersoever thou wentest,
and have cut off all thine enemies
from before thee, and have made
thee a name, like unto the name of the
* great men that are on the earth. And
I will appoint a place for my people
Israel, and will plant them, that they
msay dwell in a place of their own,
and be disturbed no more; neither
shall the sons of wickedness waste
10 them any more, as formerly, and
since the lt)iays that I comm]x:mded
judges to be over my le Tarael.
JAml Iwill subdue™ all msenemies H
and I tell thee that Jehovah will build
1 thee a house. And it shall come to
pass, when thy days are fulfilled that
thou must go [to be] with thy fathers,
that I will set up thy seed after thee,
which shall be of thy sons ; and I will
12 gatablish his kingdom. It is he who
ghall build me a house, and I will
13 gstablish his throne for ever. I will
be his father, and he shall be my son ;
and I will not take away my mercy

from him, as I took it from him that
Y was before thee; and I will settle
him in my house and in my king-
dom for ever; and his throne shall
18 be established for ever. According
to all these words, and according to
all this vision, so did Nathan speak
to David.
And king David went in and sat
before Jehovah, and said, Who am I,
Jehovah Elohim, and what is my
house, that thou hast brought me
1 hitherto ? Ang this hath been a small
thing in thy sight, O God; and thou
hast epoken of thy servamt's houese
for a great while to eome, and hast
regarded me according to the rank of
a man of high degree, Jehovah Elo-
18 him. What can David {say] more
to thee for the glory of thy servant?
thou indeed knowest thy servamt.
19 Jehovah, for thy servant’s sake, and
aceording to thine own heart, hast
thou done all this greatness, to make
9 known all these great things. Jeho-
vah, there is none like thee, neither
is there any God beside thee, accord-
ing to all that we have heard with
% our ears. And who is like thy people
Israel, the one nation in the earth
that God went to redeem to be a peo-
ple to himself, to make thee a name
of greatness and terribleness,® by
driving out nations frem before thy
people, which thou hast redeemed
¥ out of Egypt? And thy people Is-
rael hast thou made thine own people
for ever; and thou, Jehovah, art Ee
18 cometheir God. And now, Jehovah,
let the word that thou hast spoken
concerning thy servant and concern-
ing his house be established for ever,
* and do as thou hast said. Let it
even be established, and let thy name
be magnified for ever, saying, Jeho-
vah of hosts, the God of Iarael, is
God to Israel; and let the house of
David thy servant be established
1 before thee. For thou, my God, hast
revealed to thy servant that thou
wilt build him & house; therefore

16
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hath thy servant found [in his heart)

38 {5 pray before thee. And now, Jeho-
vah, thou art that God,® and hast
promised this goodness unto thy ser-

* vant ; and now, let it please thee to
bless the house of thy servant, that it
may be before thee for ever ; for thou,
Jehovah, hast blessed [it], and it
shall be blessed for ever.

XVIII. And after this it came to pass
that David smote the Philistines, and
subdued them, and took Gath and its
towns out of the hand of the Philis-

% tines. And he smote the Moabites;
and the Moabites became David's
servants, [and] brought gifts.

3 And David smote Hadarezer king
of Zobah, at Hamath, as he went to
establish his dominion by the river

4 Bupbrates. And David took from
him a thousand chariots, and seven
thousand horsemen, and twenty thou-
sand footmen; and David houghed
all the chariot [horses], but reserved
of them [for] a hundred chariots.

& And the Syrians of Damascus came
to help Hadarezer king of Zobah, and
David smote of the Syrians twenty-

¢ two thousand men. And David put
[garrisons] in Byria of Damascus;
and the Syrians becamse servants to
David, [and] brought gifts. And Je-
hovah preserved David whitherso-

7 gver he went. And David took the
shields of gold that were on the ser-
vants of Hadarezer, and brought

® them to Jerusalem. And from Tib-
hath; and from Chun, cities of Ha-
darezer, David took very much brass,?
of which Bolomon made the brazen
gsen, and the pillars, and the vessels
of brass.

? And Tou king of Hamath heard
that David had smitten all the forces

10 of Hadarezer king of Zobah ; and he
sent Hadoram his son to king David
to inquire of his welfare, and to con-
gratulateihim, becanse he had fought
against Hadarezer and smitten him ;
for Hadarezer was continually at war

with Tou; [he sent] also all manner of

vessels of gold and silver and bronge.

U Them algo king David dedicated to
Jehovah, with the silver and the gold
that he had brought from all the na-
tions: from the Edomites, and from
the Moabites, and from the children
of Ammon, and from the Philistines,
and from the Amalekites.

And Abishai the son of Zeruiah
smote of the Hdomites in the valley
18 of salt eighteen thousand. And he
put garrisons in Edom ; and all they
of Edom became servants to Da-
vid. And Jehovah preserved David
whithersoever he went.

And David reigned over all Israel,
and executed judgment® and justice
18 to0 all his Eeople. And Joab the son

of Zeruiah was over the host; and

Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was
18 chronicler; and Zadok the son of

Ahitub, and Abimelech the son of

Abiathar, were the priests; and Shav-
17 gha was scribe ; and Benaiah the son

of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites

and the Pelethites ;* and the sons of

David were the first at the king’s

hand.

XIX. And it came to pass after this
that Nahash king of the children of
Ammon died, and his son reigned in

% his stead. And David ssid, T will
shew kindness to Hanun the son of
Nahash, because his father shewed
kindness to me. And David sent
messengers to comfort him concern-’
ing his father. And David’s servants
came into the land of the children of
Ammon to Hanun, to comfort him.

8 And the princes of the children of
Ammon said to Hanun, Is it, in thine
eyes, to honour thy father that David
has sent comforters to thee ? 1Is it
not to search and overthrow, and
to spy out the land that his servants
4 are come to thee ? And Hanun took

David's servants, and had them

shaved, and their raiment cut off in

the midst, as far as the hip, and. sént

13
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% them away. And [certain] went and
told David concerning the men;
and he sent to meet them, for the
men were greatly ashamed. And
the king said, Abide at Jericho until
your beards be grown, and then

return.
¢ And the children of Ammon saw
that they had made themselves odious
to David; and Hanun and the chil-
dren of Ammon sent a thousand
talents of silver to hire them chariots
and horsemen out of Mesopotamia,
and from the Syrians of Maacah, and
7 from Zobah. And they hired thirty-
two thousand chariots,* and the king
of Maaeah and his people; and they
came and encamped before Medeba.
And the children of Ammon gathered
together from their cities, and came
& {0 battle. And David heard [of it],
and he sent Joab, and all the host,
% the mighty men. And the children
of Ammon came out, and put the
battle in array at the entrance of the
city ; and the kings that had come
10 were by themselves on the field. And
Joab saw that the front of the battle
was against him before and behind ;
and he ohose out of all the choice
men of Israel, and put them in array
U apginat the Syrians; and the rest of
the people he gave into the hand
of Abishai his brother, and they set
themselves in array against the chil-
13 dren of Ammon. And he said, If
the Syrians be too strong for me,
then thou shalt help me; and if the
children of Ammon be too strong
18 for thee, then I will help thee. Be
strong, and let us shew ourselves
valiant for our people, and for the
cities of our God; and Jehovah will
14 do what is good in his gight. And
Joab and the people that were with
him drew near in front of the Syrians
to the battle; and they fled before
18 him. And when the children of
Ammon saw that the Syrians fled,
they likewise fled before Abishai his

brother, and entered into the oity.

And Joab came to Jerusalem.

And when the Syrians saw that
they were routed before Israel, they
sent messengers, and drew forth the
Syrians that were beyond the river ;*
and Shophach the eaptain of the host
of Hadarezer [went] before them.
17 And it wastold David ; and he gather-

ed all Israel, and passed over the Jor-

dan, and came upon them, and set

[the battle] in array against them.

And Davi gmt the battle in array

against the Syrians, and they fought

18 with him. And the Syriane fled from
before Israel; and David slew of the
8yrians seven thousand [in] chariots,
and forty thousand footmen, and slew
Shophach the captain of the host.

18 And the servants of "Hadarezer saw
that they were routed before Israel,
and they made peace with David, and
became hisservants. And the Syrians
would no more help the children of

on.

XX. And it came to pass at the time
of the return of the year, at the
time when kings go forth, that Joab
led forth the power of the army, and
laid waste the land of the children of
Ammon, and came and besieged
Rabbah. But David abode at Jeru-
salem. And Joabsmote Rabbah, and

$ overthrew it. And David took the
crown of their king from off his head,
and found it to weigh a talent of gold,
and there were precious stones in
it; and it was [set] upon David's
head : and he brought forth the spoil
8 of the oity in great abundance. d
he brought out the people that were
in it, and cut them with the saw, and
with harrows of iron, and with saws.”

And so David did to all the cities of

the children of Amumon. And David

and all the people returned to Jeru-
salem.

¢ Andit came to pass after this, that
there arose war at Gezer with the

Philistines; then Sibbechai the Hu-

16
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shathite smote Sippai, one of the
children of Rapha;* and they were
subdaed. ’
®  And there was again a battle with
the Philistines; and Elhanan the
son of Jair smote Lahmi the brother
of Goliath the Gittite ; now the shaft
of his spear was like a weaver's
beam.
¢ And there was again a battle, at
Gath ; and there was a man [there;
of great stature, whose fingers [an
toes) were four and twenty, six [on
each hand], and six [on each foot];
7 and he also was born to Rapha. And
he defied Israel; bué Jonathan the
son of S8himea David’s brother smote
®him. These were born to Rapha in
Gath; and_they fell by the hand
of David, and by the hand of his
servants.
XXI. And Satan stood up against Is-
rael, and moved David to number
* Tarnel. - And David said to Joab and
to the princes of the people, Go,
number Israel from Beersheba even
to Dan; and bring the number of
them to me, that I may lmow it.
* And Joab said, Jehovah add to his
ople, how many soever they be, &
' hundredfold: are they not all, my
lord O king, my lord’s servants ? why
does my lord require this thing?
why should he become a trespass to
t Israel? But the king's word pre-
vailed against Joab; and Joab de-
parted, and went through all Israel,
¢ and came [again] to Jerusalem. And
Joab gave the sum of the number of
the people to David. And all they of
Israel were eleven hundred thousand
men that drew sword ; and of Judah,
four hundred and seventy thousand
¢ men that drew sword. But Levi and
Benjamin he did not count among
them; for the king’s word was
abominable to Joab.
7 And God was displeased on account
of thig thing, and he smote Israel.
¢ And David said to God, I have sinned
greatly, in that I have done this

thing ; and now, I besesch thee, put

away the iniquity of thy servant;

¢ for I have done very foolishly. And

Jehovah spoke to Gad, David's seer,
10 gaying, Go and Sl}”e&k to David say-

ing, Thus saith Jehovah : I offer thee

three [things]; choose one of them,
11 that I may do it unto thee. And

Gad came to David, and said to him,

Thus saith Jehovah: Choose thee,
12 gither three years of famine, or three

months to be destroyed before thine

adversaries while that the sword of
thine enemies overtaketh thee, or
three days the sword of Jehovah and
the pestience in the land, and the
angel of Jehovah destroying through
all the borders of Israel. And now
consider what word I shall bring
¥ gonin to him that sent me. And
David said to Gad, I am in a great
strait: let me fall, I pray thee, into
the hand of Jehovah, for his mercies
are very great;* but let me not fall
into the hand of man.

And Jehovah sent a pestilence
upon Isracl ; and there fell of Israel
15 goventy thousand men. And God
sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy
it ; and as he was destroying, Jeho-
vah beheld, and he repented him of
the evil, and said to the angel that
destroyed, It is enough; withdraw
now tgine hand. And the angel of
Jehovah stood by the threshing-floor
of Ornan the Jebusite.

And David lifted up his eyes, and
saw the angel of Jehovah stand be-
tween the earth and the heavens,
end his sword drawn in his hand,
stretohed out over Jerusalem. And
David and the elders, clothed in sack-
17 cloth, fell on their faces. And David

said to God, Is it not I that com-

manded the people to be numbered ?

It is I that have sinned and done

evil ; but these sheep, what have they

done ? Let thy hand, I pray thee, Je-
hovah my God, be on me and on
my father’s house; but not on thy
people, that they should be smitten.

14

16

* Soine read * the giants.’

= Or ‘ very many.’
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18 And the angel of Jehoveh com-

manded Gad to say to David, that

David should go up and rear an altar

to Jehovah in the threshing-floor of

12 Ornan the Jebusite. And David

went up at the saying of Gad, which

he had spoken in the name of Je-
bovah.

And Ornan turned back and saw
the angel; and his four sons with
him hid themselves. Now Ornan
was threshing wheat.

And David came to Ornan, and Or-
nan looked and saw David, and went
out of the threshing-floor, and bowed
himself to David with [his]face to the
* pround. And David said to Ornan,

Grant me the place of the threshing-

floor, that I may build an altar in it

to Jehovah: grant it to me for the
full money, that the plague may be

% gtayed from the people. And Ornan
said to David, Take it to thee, and
let my lard the king do that which is
good 1n his sight: see, I give the oxen
for the burnt-offering, and the thresh-
ing-sledges for wood, and the wheat

34 for the oblation; I give it all. And
king David said to Ornan, No; but
I will in any case buy [them] for the
full money ; for I will not take that
which is thine for Jehovah, to offer u

% a burnt-offering without cost. An
David gave to Ornan for the place
in shekels of gold the weight of six

3 hundred [shekels]. And David built
there an altar to Jehovah, and offered
up burnt-offerings and peace-offer-
ings, and called upon Jehovah; and
he answered him from the heavens
by fire upon the altar of burnt-offer-

37 ing. AndJebovah spoke to the angel ;
and he pust up his sword again into
its sheath.

t At that time when David saw that
Jehovah had answered him in the
threshing-fioor of Orwan the Jebusite,

% then he sacrificed there. And the
tabernacle of Jehovah, which Moses
bhad made in the wilderness, and the

. altar of bumt-offering, were at that

21

time in the high place at Gibeon.

% But David could not go before it to
inquire of God; for he was afraid
because of the sword of the angel of
Jehovah.

XXII. And David said, This is the
house of Jehovah Elohim, and this is
the altar of burnt-offering for Israel.

*  And David commanded to collect
the strangers that were in the land of
Israel; and he set masons to hew
wrought stones to build the house of

? God. And David prepared iron in
abundance for the nails for the doors
of the gates, and for the joists,” and
brasgs in sbundance without weight ;

4 and cedar-trees innumerable ; for the
Zidonians and they of Tyre brought
oedar-wood in abundance to David.

& For David eaid, Solomon my son is
young and tender, and the house
that is to be built for Jehovah must
be exceeding great in fame and in
beauty in all lands: I will therefove
make preparation for it. And Da-
vid Erepu'ed abundantly before his
death.

¢  And he called for Solomon his sen,
and charged him to build a house fer

7 Jehovah the God of Israel. And
David said to Solomon, As for me, my
son, I was minded to build a house
unto the name of Jehovah my God.

8 But the word of Jehovah came to me
saying, Thou hast shed blood abum-
dantly, and hast made great wars:
thou shalt not build a house unto my
name, for thou hast shied much blood

? upon the earth in my sight. Behold,
& son shall be born to thee, who shall
be a man of rest; and I will give him
rest from all his enemiesround about ;
for his name shall be Solomon,* and
in his days I will give and quiet-

10 pess unto Israel. lge shall build a
house unto my name; and he shall
be my son, and I will be his father;
and I will establish the throne of his

U Lingdom over Isreel for ever. Now,
my son, Jehovah be with thee, that
theu mayest prosper, and build the

7 Or ‘ souplings.’

* foo 3 Bam. xil. 34 -
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house of Jehovah thy God, as he has
U gaid of thee. -Only, Jehovah give

thee wisdom and understanding, and

place thee over Iarael, and to keep

1% the law of Jehovah thy God. Then
shalt thou prosper, if thou takesi
heed to perform the statutes and or-
dinanees which Jehovah commanded
Moses for Ierael: be strong and
courageouns; fear not, neither be dis-

M4 mayed. And behold, in my afflietion
I have prepared for the house of Je-
hovah a hundred thousand talents
of gold, and a thousand thousand
talents of silver; and of brass and
iron without weight, for it is in abun-
dance; and timber and stone have X
prepared ; and thou shalt add to it.

1 And there are workmen with thee in
abundance, hewers and workers of
stone and timber, and all manner
of skilful men for every kind of work.

1¢ Of the gold, the silver, and the brass,

and the irom, there is no number.

Arise and be doing snd Jehovah be

with thee.

And David commanded all the
princes of Israel to help Solomon his
1¢ gon, [saying,] Is not Jehovah your

Godwith you? and has he inot given

you rest on every side ? for he has

given the inhabitants of the land into
my hand; snd the land is subdued
before Jehovah and before his peo-

1 ple. Now set your heart and your
soul to seek Jehovah your God ; and
arise and build the sanctuary of Je-
hovah BElohim, to bring the ark of
the covenant of Jehovah, and the
vessels of the sanctuary of God into
the house that is to be built unto the
name of Jehovah.

XXTII. And David was old and full
of days; sud he made SBolomon his
son king over Israel.

% And he gathered together all the
princes of Israel, with the prieets and

% the Levites. And the Levites were
numbered from thirty years old and

17

upward ; and their number, by their
polls, man by man, was thirty-eight
¢ thousand. Ofthese, twenty-four thou-
sand were to preside over the work
of the house of Jehovah; and six
thoueand were officers® and judges;
¢ and four thousand were doorkeepers ;
and four thousand praised Jehovah
with the instruments which I made,
[said David,] to praise }therewith] .
6 And Dawvid divided them into
courses according to the sons of Lievi:
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.
7 Of the Gershonites : Laadan and
8 Shimei. The sons of Laadan: the
head® was Jehiel, and Zetham, and
® Joel, three. The sons of Shimei:
Shelomith, and Hagiel, and Haran,
three. These were the chief fathers
10 of Laadan. And the sons of Shimei :
Jahath, Ziza,® and Jeush, and Be-
riah. These were the four sons of
11 Shimei. And Jahath was the head,®
and Zizs the second ; and Jeush and
Beriah had notmany sons: asfather’s
house, therefore, they were reckoned
a8 one.
10 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Jiz-
18 har, Hebron, and Ugzgiel, four. The
sons of Amram : Aaron and Moses.
Axnd Asron was separated, that he
should be hallowed as most holy,
he and his sons for ever, to offer?
before Jehovah, to do service to him,
and to bless in his name for ever.—
14 And as to Moses the man of God, his
sons were named of the tribe of Levi.
15 The sons of Moses : Gershom and Eli-
16 gger. The sons of Gershom : Bhebuel
17 the head. And the sons of Elieger:
Rehabiah the head; and Eliezer
had no other sons, but the sons of
18 Rehabish were very many.—The
sons of Jizhar: Shelomith the head.
¥ The sons of Hebron : Jeriah the head,
Amarish the second, Jahagziel the
%0 third, and Jekameam the fourth. The
sons of Ugziel : Micah the head, and
Jishijah the second. -

s 8ee on Deut. i, 18.
¢ As the Keri, and ver. 11,
Zina.’

» Or ‘ the first.’
The CAetiv has

4 Lit. * to burn incense;’ but it inoludes also
all that was burned as a eweet savour, as the
burnt-offering, and the fat.
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31 The sons of Merari: Mahli and

Mushi. The sons of Mahli: Eleazar
9 and Kish, And Eleazar died, and

had no sons, but daughters; and their

brethren the sons of Kish took them.
8 The sons of Mushi : Mahli, and Eder,
and Jeremoth, three.

These were the sons of Levi accord-
ing to their fathers’ houses, the chief
fathers, as they were reckoned, by
number of names by their polls, who
did the work of the service of the
1 house of Jehovah, from twenty years

% old and upward. For David eaid,

Jehovah the God of 1srael has given

rest to his people, and he will dwell
%8 in Jerusalem for ever; and the

Levites also have no more to carry

the tabernacle, nor any of its vessels
7 forits service. For by the last words

of David was this [done] ,—the num-

bering of the sons of Levi from twen-
38 ty years old and upward. For their

place was by the side of* the sons of

Aaron for the service of the house of

Jehovah, over the courts, a.nd over

the cha.mbers, and over the p g

of all holy things, and [for] the work

of the service of the house of God;
39 and for the loaves to be set in rows,
and for the fine flour for the obla-
tion, and for the unleavened cakes,
and for tL what is baked in] the pan,
and for that which is saturated [with
oil), and for all measure of capacity
% and size; and to stand every morn-
ing to thank and praise Jehovah,
% and likewise at even; and for s.ll
burnt-offerings offered up to Jehovah
on the sabbaths, on the new moons,
and on the set feasts, by number,
according to the ordinance concern-
ing them, continually, before Jeho-
83 yah; and they kept the charge of
the tent of meeting, and the charge
of the sanctuary, and the charge of
the sons of Aaron their brethren, in
the service of the house of Jehovah.
XXIV. And the divisions? of the sons

34

of Aaron: the sons of Aaron, Nadab
and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.
% And Nadab and Abihu died before
their father, and had no children;
and Eleazar and Ithamar exercised
8 the priesthood. And David distn-
-buted them, both Zadok of the sons
of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the
sons of Ithamar, according to their
4 office in their service. And there
were more head-men found of the
sons of Eleazar than of the sons of
Ithamar, and [thus] were they divid-
ed: of the sons of Eleazar there were
sixteen heads of fathers’ houses, and
eight of the sons of Ithamar accord-
ing to their fathers’ houses, And
they were divided by lot, one with
another; for the princes of the sanc-
tuary and the princes of God were of
the sons of Eleazar and of the sons |
¢ of Ithamar. And Shemaiah the son of
Nethaneel the scribe, [one] of the
Levites, insoribed them before the
king, and the princes, and Zadok
the priest, and Ahimelech the son of
Abiathar, and the chief fathers of the
E riests and Levites: one father's
ouse was drawn for Eleagzar, and
one drawn for Ithamar.
7  And the first lot came forth for
Jehoiarib, the second for Jedaiah,
8 the third for Harim, the fourth for
? Beorim, the fifth for Malchijah, the
10 gixth for Mijamin, the seventh for
1t Hakkoz,® the eighth for Abjjah, the
ninth for Jeshuah, the tenth for She-
1% caniah, the eleventh for Eliaghib,
18 the twelfth for Jakim, the thirteenth
for Huppah, the fourteenth for Je-
14 ghebeab, the fifteenth for Bilgah, the
18 gixteenth for Immer, the seventeenth
for Hezir, the eighteenth for Happi-
16 z02,b the nineteenth for Pethahiah,
17 the twentieth for Egekiel,! the twen-
ty-first for Jachin, the twenty -second
1 for Gamul, the twenty-third for De-
laiah, the twenty -fourth for Maazinh.
¥ This is their ordering in their service

«Or* l.tthohmdof’
f Or ‘ coursea.’ as 1xiii. 6: so throughout ; and
the same in 2 Chron. xxiii. 8.
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to come into the house of Jehovsah,

according to their ordinance, through

Aaron their father, as Jehovah the
| God of Israel had commanded him.

%  And as for the rest of the sons of
Levi: of the sons of Amram, Shu-
bael; of the sons of S8hubael, Jeh-

3 deiah. Of Rehabiah, of the sons of
Rehabiah, the head was Jishijah.

3 Of the Jizharites, Shelomoth; of the

 gons of Shelomoth, Jahath.—And the
sons [of Hebron] : Jerijah |'}t]he head],
Amariah the second, Jahaziel the

M third, Jekameam the fourth. The
sons of Uzrziel, Micah; of the sons

85 of Micah, Shamir; the brother of
Micah was Jishijah; of the sons

# of Jishijah, Zechariash. The sons of
Merari: Mahli and Mushi; the sons

87 of Jaaziah, his son* The sons of
Merari by Jaaziah bis son: Shoham,}

28 and Zaccur, and Ibri. Of Mahli:

3 Eleazar, who had no sons. Of Kish,

80 the sons of Kish: Jerahmeel. And
thé sons of Mushi: Mshli, and Eder,
and Jerimoth. These were the sons
of the Levites according to their

81 fathers' houses. These likewise cast
lots just as their brethren the sons
of Aaron before David the king, and
Zadok, and Ahimelech, and the chief
fathers of the priests and Levites,—
the chief fathers just-as the young-
est of their brethren,

XXV. And David and the captains of
the host separated for. the service
those of the sons of Asaph and of
Heman and of Jeduthun who were
to prophesy with harps and lutes
and cymbals; and the number of the
men employed according to their

% pervice was: of the sons of Asaph:
Zaccur, and Joseph, and Nethanah,
and Asharelah, the sons of Asaph
under the direction™ of Asaph, who

rophesied at the direction™ of the

Isaiash, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah,
[and Shimei®] six,under the direction
of their father Jeduthun, who prophe-
sied with the harp, to give thanks and
¢ to praise Jehovah. Of Heman, the
sons of Heman: Bukkijah, Matta-
niah, Uzziel, Shebuel, and Jerimoth,
Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah,Giddal-
ti, and Romamti-ezer, Joshbekashah,
5 Mallothi, Hothir, Mahazioth: all
these were sons of Heman the king's
seer in the words of God to exalt
his power;® and God had given to
Heman fourteen sons and three
¢ daughters. All these were under the
direction of their fathers Asaph, Je-
duthun, and Heman, for song in the
house of Jehovah, with cymbals,
lutes and harps, for the service of the
house of God, under the direction of
7 the king. And the number of them,
-with their brethren that were in-
structed in the songs of Jehovah, all
of them gkilful,? was two hundred
and eighty-eight.
¢  And they cast lots with one anothgr
over the charges, the small as well
a8 the great, the teacherd with the
% gcholar. And the first lot came forth
for Asaph to Joseph ; to Gedaliah the
second : he and his brethren and his
10 gons were twelve. The third to Zac-
cur; hissons and hig brethren, twelve.
11 The fourth to Jizri;* his sons and his
12 brethren, twelve. The fifth to Netha-
nish; his sons and his brethren,
15 twelve. The sixth to Bukkijah; his
1 gons and his brethren, twelve. The
seventh to Jesharelah; his sons and
18 his brethren, twelve. The eighth to
Isaiah; his sons and his brethren,
18 twelve. The ninth to Mattaniah; his
17 gons and his brethren, twelve. The
tenth to Shimei; his sons and his
12 brethren, twelve: The eleventh to
Azareel ;* his sons and his brethren,

$ king, Of Jeduthun, the sons of|!® twelve. The twelfth to Hashabiah ;
Jeduthun: Gedaliah, and Zeri, and | his sons and his brethren, twelve.
% Or ‘ Beno. P Or “all the expert ones,’
1 Or ' by Jaaziah: Beno and 8hoham.’ * Or expert,’ (“skilful :* ver. .
= Lit. ‘at the hand.’ * Qalled * Zeri’ in ver. 8.

» 8e¢e ver. 17.
® Lit. ‘lift up the horn.’

s Same as ‘ Uzeiel ’ in ver, 4.
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10 The thirteenth to Shubael;* his sons
8! and his brethren, twelve. The four-
teenth to Mattithiah ; his sonsand his

2 hrethren, twelve. The fifteenth to
Jeremoth ; his sons and his brethren,

5 {welve, The sixteenth to Hananiah ;

4 hissons and his brethren, twelve. The
seventeenth to Joshbekashah; his

 gons and his brethren, twelve. The
eighteenth to Hanani; his sons and

8 Jig brethren, twelve. The nineteenth
to Mallothi ; hissons and his brethren,

97 twelve. The twentieth to Elijathah;
his sons and his brethren, twelve.

38 The twenty-first to Hothir; his sons

9 gand his brethren, twelve. The twen-
ty-second to Giddalti; his sons and

% hig brethren, twelve. The twenty-
third to Mahazioth ; his sons and his

8 prethren, twelve. The twenty-fourth
to Romamti-ezer; his gons and his
brethren, twelve.

XXVI. The divisions of the door-
keepers. Of the Korahites: Meshe-
lemish the son of Kore, of the sons of

4 Aseph. And Meshelemiah had sons:
Zechariah the firstborn, Jedigel the
second, Zebadiah the third, Jathniel

8 the fourth, Elam the fifth, Johanan
the sixth, Elicenai the seventh.—
4 And the sons of Obed-Edom: She-
maiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the
second, Joah the third, and Sacar the
8 fourth, and Nethaneel the fifth, Am-
miel the sixth, Issachar the seventh,
Peulthai the eighth: for God ‘had
8 biessed him. And to SBhemaiah his
8on were sons born, who wers rulers
in their father’s house ; for they were
7 mighty men of valour. The sons of
Shemaiah : Othni, and Rephael, and
Obed, [and] Elzabad, whose brethren
were valiant men, Elihu and Sema-
8 shiah. All these were of the sons of
Obed-Edom : theyand their sons and
their brethren, able men in strength
for the service, were gixty-two of
? Obed-Edom.—And Meshelemiah had
sons and brethren, men of valour,

10 gighteen,—And Hosah, of the sons of

Merari, had sons: Bhimri the head,

for though he was not the firstborn,yet
1 his father made him the head ; Hil-

kijah the second, Tebaliah the third,

Zechariah the fourth: all the sons

and brethren of Hosah were thirteen.

12 Among these were the divisions of the

doorkeepers, among the head-men,

as to the charges together with their
brethren, for performing the service
in the house of Jehovah.

And they cast lots, the small as
well as the great, acoording to their
14 fathers’ houses, for every gate. And

the lot eastward fell to Shelemiah ;

and they cast lots for Zechariah his
gon, & wise counsellor, and his lot

15 came out northward ; to Obed-Edom
southward ; and to his sons the store-

16 house. To Shuppim and Hosah west-
ward, with the gate Shallecheth, b;
the causeway of the ascent, wawlvl

17 against watch. Eastward were six
Levites, northward four a day, south-
ward four a day, and in the store-

18 house two [and] two. At the portico®
westward, four a4 the causeway, two

¥ at the portico. These are the divi-
sions of the doorkeepers among the
sons of the Korahites and among
the sons of Merari.

% And the Levites : Ahijah was over
the treasures of the house of God, and
over the treasures of the dedicated

81 things. The sons of Laadan, the sons
of the Gershonites of Laadan, chief
fathers of . Laadan the Gershonite:

9 Jehieli; the sonsof Jehieli: Zetham,

and Joel his brother, over the trea-

sures of the house of Jehovah.

As to the Amramites, the Jizhar-
ites, the Hebronites, the Uzzielites.
#¢ , .. And Shebuel the son of Gershom,

the son of Moses, was oversser of the
8¢ treasures. And his brethren, of Eli-

ezer: Rehabiah his son, and Isaiah
his son, and Joram his son, and

Zichri his son, and Shelomith his
86 gon. This Shelomith and his breth-

Ten were over all the treasures of the

dedicated things, which king David,

and the chief fathers, the captains

18

t Called ‘ 8hebuel’ in ver, 4.

* Or* Parbar.’
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over thousands and hundreds, and
the oaptains of the host, had dedicated
¥ (from the wars and out of the spoils
had they dedicated [them], to main-

38 tain the house of Jehovah), and all
that Samuel the seer, and Saul the
son of Kish, and Abner the son of
Ner, and Joab the son of Zerniah had
dedicated: all that was dedicated
was under the hand of Shelomith and

2 of his brethren. Of the Jizharites,
Chenaniah and his sons were over
Israel, for the outward business for

% officers” and judges. Of the Hebron-
ites, Hashabiah and his brethren,
“maen of valour, a thousand and seven
hundred, for the administration of
Israel on this side Jordan westward,
for all the business of Jehovah and for

81 thaservice of the king. Ofthe Hebron-
ites wag Jerijah the head ; (as tothe
Hebronites, according to their fami-
Lies™ according to the fathers: in
the fortieth year of the reign of David
they were sought for, and there were
found amomg them mighty men of

22 valour at Jaazer in Gilead ;) and his
Jbrethren, men of valour, two thou-
sand seven hundred chief fathers,
whom king David made rulers over
the Reubenites and the Gadites and
the half tribe of the Manassites, for
every matter pertaining to God, and
the affairs of the king.

XXVIL. And [these] are the children
of Israel after their number, the chief
fathers and captains of thousands and
bundreds, and their officers* that
served the king in every matter of
the divisions, which came in and
went out month by month through-
out the months of the year; in every
division were twenty-four thousand.

3 Qver the first division for the first
month was Jashobeam the son of
Zabdiel; and in his division were

$ twenty-four thousand. He was of
the children of Pheregz, the head of
all the captains of the hosts for the
first month.

| 4 Andoverthedivision of the second

18

month was Dodai the Ahohite; and
in his division was Mikloth ruler;
and in his division were twenty-four
thounsand.

& The third oaptain -of the host for
the third month was Benaiah (the
son of Jehoiada, & principal officer) :
[he was] head; and in his division

¢ were twenty-four thousand. This
Benaiah was a mighty man amon
the thirty, and above the thirty ; sng
Jin his division was Ammizabad his
gon.

7 The fourth for the fourth month
was Asahel the brother of Joab, and
Zebadiah his son after him; and in
his division were twenty-four thou-

sand.

8  The fifth for the fifth month was
the captain Shamhuth the Jizrahite ;
and in his division were twenty-four
thousand.

9 The sixth for the sixth month was

Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite ;

and in his division were twenty-four

thousand.

The seventh for the seventh month
was Helez the Pelonite, of the chil-
dren of Ephraim ; and in bis division
were twenty-four thousand.

The eighth for the eighth month
‘was Sibbechai the Hushathite, of the.
Zarhites; and in his division were
twenty-four thousand.

The ninth for the ninth month was
Abiezer the Anathothite, of the Ben-
jaminites; and in his division were
twenty-four thousand.

The tenth for the tenth month was
Maharai the Netophathite, of the
Zarhites; and in his division were
twenty-four thousand.

4  The eleventh for the eleventh

month was Benaish the Pirathonite,

of the children of Ephraim ; and in
his division were twenty-four thou-
sand.

Th‘g:ﬁifrh & the twelfth month
was i Netophathite, of
Othniel; and in his -division were
twenty-four thousand.

10

1n

13

15

S

v fee Deut. i. 15, xx. 5; also chap, xxvii, 1.

* Lit. ‘ generations.’ * Baa-on xxvi. 29.




I CHRONICLES

XXVII. XXVIII

18 And over the tribes of Israel were:

for the Reubenites Eliezer the son of

Zichri was the prince;” for the Sime-

onites, Shephatiah the son of Ma-
17 achah ; for the Levites, Hashabiah the

son of Kemuel; for Aaron, Zadok;
18 for Judah, Elihu of the brethren of

David ; for Issachar, Omri the son of
19 Michael; for Zebulun, Jishmaiah the

gon of Obadiah; for Naphta.li, Jeri-
8¢ moth the son of Azriel; for the chil-

dren of Ephraim, Hosea the son of

Azaziah ; for the half tribe of Manas-
31 geh, Joel the son of Pedaiah ; for the

half |tribe] of Manasseh in Gilead,

Jiddo the son of Zechariah ; for Ben-
9 jamin, Jaasiel the son of Abner; for
Dan, Azareel the son of Jeroham.
These were the princes of the tribes
of Israel,

And David took not their number
from twenty years old and under;
for Jehovah had said he would in-
crease Israel as the stars of heaven.
3 Joab the son of Zeruiah began to num-

ber, but he did not finish ; and there

fell wrath for it upon Israsl; and the
number was not put in the account
of the chronicles of king David.

¥ And over the king’s treasures was

Agzmaveth the son of Adiel ; and

over the storehouses in the coun-

try, in the ocities, and in the vil-

lages, and in the towers was Jonathan
8 the son of Uszziah, And over them

that worked in the field for tillage of
the ground was Ezri the son of Che-
¥ lub, And over the vineyards was

Shimei the Ramathite; and over

what was in the vineyards of stores

of wine was Zabdi the Shiphmite:
8 and over the olive-trees and the sy-
camore-trees® that were in the low-
land * was Baal-hanan the Gederite ;
and over the cellars of oil was Joash.
8 And over the herds that fed in Bha-
ron® was Shitrai the Sharonite; and
over the herds in the valleys was

0 Shaphat the son of Adlai. And over
the camels was Obil the Ishmaelite ;
and over the asses was Jehdiah the

%1 Meronothite. And over the flocks

was Jaziz the Hagarite. All these

were comptrollers of the substance
which was king David's.

And Jonathan, David’s uncle, was
counsellor, s wise man, and a scribe ;
and Jehiel the son of Hachmoni was
88 with the king’s sons ; and Ahithophel

was the king’s counsellor; and Hu-

shai the Archite was the king’s

8 friend; and after Ahithophel was
Jehoiada the son of Benaiash, and
Abiathar; and Joab was captain of
the king's army.

XXVIII. And David assembled all

the princes of Israel, the princes

of the tribes, and the princes of the
divisions that ministered to the king,
and the captains over thousands, and
the captains over hundreds, and the
comptrollers of all the substance and
possessions of the king and of his
sons, with the chamberlaing,® and
the mighty men, and all the men of
valour, unto Jerusalem. And king

David stood up upon his feet, and

said, Hear me, my brethren and my

people! I had in my heart to build

& house of rest for the ark of the cove-

nant of Jehovah and for the foot-

stool of our God, and I have prepared
to build. But God said to me, Thou
shalt notbuild a house unto my name,
for thou art & man of war, and haat
shed blood. And Jehovah the God of
Israel chose me out of all the house
of my father to be king over Israel for
ever; for he has chosen Judah to be
the prince ; and of the house of Ju-
dah, the house of my father; and
among the sons of my father he took
pleasure in me to mage me king over

% all Isrsel; and of all my sons, (for

Jehovah has given me many sons,)
he has chosen Solomon my son to sit

7 Or ‘ overseer.’

*'Wild figs:* see Tristram ; and ocompare 2
Chron. i. 18; ix, 27.

» Shophelah.

® Or ‘the Sharon,’ i.e. the fartile maritime
region of western lhlputme, between Caeearea
and .Toppn: cf. Cant. ii, 1; Isa. xxxiii, 8.

¢ Or "ennuchs.’
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upon the throne of the kingdom of
8 Jehovah over Israel. And he said
to me, Solomon thy son, he shall

build my house and my courts; for I

have chosen him to be my son, and

7 I will be his father. And I will esta-
blish his kingdom for ever, if he be
firm to do my commandments and
8 mine ordinances, as at thisday. And
now in the sight of all Israel, the con-
gregation of Jehovah, and in the
audience of our God,—keep and seek
for all the commandments of Jeho-
vah your God; that ye may possess
the good land, and leave it a8 an in-
heritance to your children after you
® for ever. And thou, Solomon my
son, know? the God of thy father,
and serve him with a perfect heart and
with a willing mind; for Jehovah
searches all hearts, and discerns all
the imaginations of the thoughts.

If thou seek him, he will be found of

thee; but if thou forsake him, he
10 will cut thee off for ever. Consider
now, that Jehovah has chosen thee
to build & house for the sanctuary :
be strong, and do [it].

And David gave to Solomon his
son the pattern of the porch, and of
its houses, and of its treasuries, and
of its upper chambers, and of its
inner chambers, and of the house of
1% the mercy-seat; and the pattern of

all that he had by the Spirit, of the

courts of the house of Jehovah, and of
all the chambers round about, for the
treasuries of the house of God, and for
the treasuries of the dedicated things;
12 gnd for the courses of the priests and
the Levites, and for all the work of
the service of the house of Jehovah,
and for all the instruments of service
U4 jn the house of Jehovah: gold b,
weight for [things] of gold, for a
utensils of each kind of service;
for all utensils of silver, by weight, for
all utensils of each kind of service;
15 gnd the weight of the folden candle-
sticks, and of their golden lamps, by

11

weight for every candlestick, and for
its laxps ; and for the silver candle-
sticks, by weight, for the candlestick
and for its lamps, aocording to the

16 uge of every candlestick ; and gold b
weight for the tables of the [loa,ves{
to be set in rows, for every table;
and silver for the tables of silver;

17 and pure gold for the forks, and the
bowls, and the goblets; and for the
golden basons® by weight for every
bason ; and for the silver basons by

18 weight for every bason; and for the
altar of incense, refined gold by
weight; and the pattern of the cha-
riot of the cherubim of gold, which
spread out [their wings]g and cover

e ark of the covenant of Jehovah.

19 All this [said David,] in writing, by

Jehovah’s hand upon me, instructing

as to all the works of the pattern.
And David said to Solomon his

son, Be strong and courageous, and
do it; fear not nor be dismayed : for
Jebovah Elohim, my God, will be
with thee; he will not leave thee,
neither forsake thee, until all the
work for the service of the house of
Jehovah is finished. And behold,
the courses? of the priests and the
Levites are for all the service of
the house of God; and thou hast
with thee for all manner of work-
manship every willing man, skilful
for every sort of service; and the
princes and all the people are wholly
at thy commandment,

XXIX. And king David said to all
the congregation, Solomon my son,
the one whom God has chosen, is

oung and tender, and the work
18 great; for this palace is not to be
for man, but for Jehovah Elohim,

3 And I have prepared according to all
my power for the house of my God
gold for [things of] gold, and silver
for [things of] silver, and brass. for
[things of ] brass, iron for [things of ]
1ron, and wood for [things of ] wood;
onyx stones, and [stones] to be set,

0

4 Or * acknow!

ledge.’ R
* Probably a kind of dish with a cover, only

mentioned here and in Byra i. 10; viii. 27,
¢ Or ‘divisions:’ of. xxiii, 6; xxiv. 1.
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glistering stones, snd of divers
colours, and all manner of precious
stones, and white marble in abun-

? dance. And moreover,inmy affection’

for the house of my God I have given
of my own property of gold and silver,
for the house of my God, over and
above all that I have prepared for the
$ house of the sanetuary: three thou-
sand talents of gold, of the gold of
ir, and seven thousand talents
refined silver, to overlay the walls of
& the houses’; gold for [things of] gold,
and silver for [things of] silver, and
for all manner of work by the hands
of artificers. And who i8 willing to
offer® to Jehovah this day ?
¢ And the chief fathers and princes
of the tribes of Israel, and the cap-
tains of thousands and of hundreds,
and the comptrolers of the king’s
7 business, offered willingly. And they
gave for the service of the house
of God five thousand talents and
ten thousand daries ® of gold, and ten
thousand talents of silver, and eigh-
teen thousand talents of brass, and
one hundred thousand talents of
8 iron. And they with whom stones
were found gave [them) to the trea-
sure of the house of Jehovah, into
the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite.
® And the people rejoiced because they
offered willingly, for with perfect
heart they offered wiilingly to Jeho-
vah ; and David the king also rejoiced
with great joy.

And David blessed Jehovah in the
sight of all the congregation; and
David said, Blessed be thou, Jehovah,
the God of our father Israel, for ever
11 andever. Thine,Jehovah,isthe great-

ness, and the power, and the glory,

and the splendour, and the majesty ;
for all that is in the heavens and on
the earth is thine : thine, Jehovah, is
the kingdom, and thou art exalted
13 g3 Head above all ; and riches and
glory are of thee, and thou rulest
over everything; and in thy hand is
power and might; and in thy hand

10

18 it is tomake all great and strong. And
now, our God, we thank thee, and
U4 praise thy glorious name. But who
am I, and what is my people, that we
should be able to offer willingly after
this manner ? for all is of thee, and
of that which is from thy hand have
18 we given thee. For we are strangers
before thee, and sojourners, as all our
fathers: our days on the earth are as

s shadow, and there is no hope [of
16 life] . Jehovah our God, all this store

that we have prepared to build thee

a house to thy holy name, is of thy
17 hand, and is all thine own. And I

koow, my God, that thou triest the

beart, and hast pleasure in apright-
ness. In the uprightness of my heart
have I willingly offered all these
things ; and now have I seen with
joy thy people, which are present
16 here, offer willingly to thee. Je-
hovah, God of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Israel, our fathers, keep this
for ever in the imagination of the
thoughts of the heart of thy people,
1% and direct their hearts to thee!| And
Eive to Solomon my son a perfect
eart, to keep thy commandments,
thy testimonies, and thy statutes, and
to do all, and to build the palace, for
which I have made provision.

And David said to all the congre-
gation, Bless now Jehovah your God.
Ang all the congregation blessed Je-
hovah the God of their fathers, and
bowed down their heads, and did
homage to Jehovah and the king,

And tal?:g sacrificed sacrifices to Je-
hovah, offered up burnt-offerings
to Jehovah, on the morrow after that
day: a thousand bullocks, a thou-
sand rams, s thousand lambs, with
their drink-offerings, and sacrifices
% in abundance for all Israel. And

they ate and drank before Jehovah
on that day with great joy. And they
made Solomon the son of David king
the second time, and anointed him
to Jehovah to be prince, and Zadok
to be priest.

0

11

2 Or * consecrate [of what he possesses].’

b A Persian gold coin, weighing about 190 grains.
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32 And Solomon sat on the throne of
Jehovah as king instead of David his
father, and prospered ; and all Israel

84 obeyed him. And all the princes,
and the mighty men, and all the sons
likewise of king David, submitted
themselves to Solomon the king.

38 And Jehovah magnified Selomon ex-
ceedingly in the sight of all Israel,
and bestowed upon him royal majesty
such as had not been on any king
before him in Israel.

3¢ Now David the son of Jesse reigned

¥ over all Tsrael. And the time that
he reigned over Israel was forty

esrs : he reigned seven years in
ebron, and he reigned thirty-three

%8 yoars in Jerusalern. And he died in
a good old age, full of days, riches,
and honour; and Solomon his son
reigned in his stead.

% And the acts of David the king,
first and last, behold, they are written
in the book! of Samuel the seer, and
in the book! of Nathan the prophet,

%9 and in the book! of Gad the seer, with
all his reige and his might, and the
times that passed over him, and over
Israel, and over all the kingdoms of
the countries.

i Lit, “ the acta”’

or ‘ the words.’

THE SECOND BOOK OF THE

CHRONICLES. .

I. And Bolomon the son of David was
strengthened in his kingdom, and
Jehovah his God was with him and
magnified him exceedingly.

3 And Solomon spoke to all Israel,
to the captaing of thousands and of
hundreds, and to the judges, and
to all the princes of all Israel, the

8 chief fathers; and Solomon, and all
the congregation with him, went to
the high place at Gibeon; for there
was (God’s tent of meeting which
Moses the servant of Jehovah had

¢ made in the wilderness. But the ark
of God had David brought up from
Kirjath-jearim to the [place] that
David had prepared for it ; for be had
spread a tent for it at Jerusalem.

5 And the brazen altar that Bezaleel
the son of Uri, the son of Hur, had
made, was there before the tabernacle
of Jehovah; and Solomon and the

® congregation sought unto it. And
Solomon offered there upon the bra-
zen altar before Jehovah which was
at the tent of meeting; and he

offered up & thousand burnt-offerings
"npfnlf}'xt ight God d
n that night Go ared to
Solomon, and said to hixan?l:PZsk what
8 I shall give thee. And Solomon said
to God, Thou hast shewn unto David
my father great loving-kindness, and
hast made me king in his stead.
® Now, Jehovah Elohim, let thy word
unto David my father be firm; for
thou hast made me king over a peo-
ple numerous as the dust of the earth.
1 Give me now wisdom and knowledge,
that I may go out and come in before
this people ; for who can judge this
11 thy great people? And God said to
Solomon, Because this was in thy
heart, and thou hast not asked riches,
wealth, or honour,* nor the life of
them that hate thee, neither yet hast
asked long life; but hast asked for
thyself wisdom and knowledge, that
thou mayest judge my people, over
18 whom I have made thee king: wis-
dom and knowledge are granted unto
thee ; and I will give thee riches and

* Or *glory.’
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wealth and honour,* such as none of
the kings have had that have been
before thee, neither shall any after
thee have the like.

Then Bolomon came back® [from]
the high place at Gibeon to Jerusa-
lem, from before the tent of meeting,
and reigned over Israel.

And Solomon gathered chariots
and horsemen; and he had a thon-
sand four hundred chariots and
twelve thousand horsemen ; and he
placed them in the chariot-cities, and
18 with the king at Jerusalem. And

the king made silver and gold in

Jerusalem asstones, and cedars made

he as the sycamores that are in the
16 Jowland ° for abundance. And the ex-

portation of horses that Solomon had
was from Egypt: a caravan of the
king’s merchants fetched s drove [of
17 horses] at & price. And they fetched
up and brought forth out of Egypt &
chariot for six hundred [sheki{tﬁ of

silver, and a horse for a hm[xdred ]a:l:d

fifty ; and so they brought [them] by

their means, for all the kings of the

Hittites and for the kings of Byria.
II. And Solomon purposed to build?a

house for the name of Jehovah, and

% 3 house for his kingdom. And Solo-
mon numbered eeventy thousand
men to bear burdens, and eighty
thousand stone-masons in the moun-
tain, and three thousand six hundred
to superintend them.

#  And Solomon sent to Huram king
of Tyre, saying, As thou didst deal
with David my father, and didst send
him cedars to build him a house to

4 dwell therein [so do for me]. Be-
hold, I build a house unto the name
of Jehovah my God to dedicate it to
him, to burn before him sweet in-
cense, and for the continual arrange-
ment [of the shewbread], and for the
morning and evening burnt-offerings
[and] on the sabbaths and on the new
moons, and on the set feasts of Jeho-

18

1

vah our God. This is B‘ln ordinance}
8 for ever to Israel. d the house
that I will build is great; for great
¢ is our God above all gods. But who is
able to build him a house, seeing the
heavens and the heaven of heavens
cannot contain him? And who am
I that I should build him a house,
except to burn sacrifice ® before him ?
7 And now gend me & man skilful to
work in gold, and in silver, and in
bronze, and in iron, and in purple
and crimson and blue, and experi-
enced in carving, besides the skilful
men that are with me in Judah and
in Jerusalem, whom David my father
® provided. Send me also cedar-trees,
cypress-trees, and sandal-wood trees,
out of Lebanon ; for I know that thy
servants are experienced in outting
timber in Lebanon ; and behold, my
servants shall be with thy servants,
¢ even to prepare me timber in abun-
dance : for the house that Ibuild shall
10 ho great and wonderful. And behold,
I will give to thy servants the hewers
that fell timber, twenty thousand
measures of beaten wheat,and twenty
thousand measures of barley, and
twenty thousand baths of wine,
and twenty thousand baths of oil.
And Huram king of Tyre answer-
ed! in writing, which he sent to
Solomon, Because Jehovah loved his
people, he made thee king over them.
13 And Huram said, Blessed be Jeho-
vah the God of Israel, that made the
heavens and the earth, who has given
to David the king a wise son, endued
with prudence and understanding,
who will build & house for Jehovah
18 and a house for his kingdom. And
now, I send & gkilful man, endued
1 with understanding, Huram Abi,s the
gon of a woman of the danghters of
Dan, and whose father was & man
of Tyre, experienced in working in
gold, and in silver, in bronze, in iron,
in stone, and in timber, in purple, in

u

sOr‘glory.’ * Bee the LXX and Vulgate.
*Cf, 1‘015’0:.. xxvii, 28

4 Lit. “ thought to build.” -

¢ Or ‘incense.” Lit. ‘ to burn as incense’ (i.e.
all that is burnt on the altar]. ¢ Lit. ‘ said.’
& Or ‘of Huram my father;’ and so in iv, 18,
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blue, and in byssus, and in erimson,

and for doing any manner of engrav-

ing, and for inventing every device
which shall be put to him, besides
thy skilful men, and the skiiful men

18 of my lord David thy father. And
now the wheat and the barley, the
oil and the wine, which my lord hath
gpoken of, let him send unto his ser-

18 vants. And we will cut wood out of

YLebanon, as muchas thoushalt need ;

and we will bring it to thee [in] floats

by sea to Joppa, and thou shalt
carry 1t up to Jerusalem.

And Solomon numbered all the
strangers that were in the land of
Israel, after the account that David
his father had taken of them, and
there were found 2 hundred and fifty-
18 three thousand six hundred. And

he set seventy thonsand of them to
be bearers of burdens, and eighty
thousand to be stone-masons in the
mountains, and three thousand six
hundred overseers to set the people
to work.

III. And Solomon began to build the
house of Jehovah at Jerusalem on
mourlt Moriah,? where he appeared!
to David his father, in the place that
David had prepared in the threshing-

% floor of Ornan the Jebusite. And he
began to build on the second of the
second month, in the fourth year of
his reign.

8 And this was Solomon’s founda-
tion for the construction of the house
of God. The length by cubits after
the first measure was sixty cubits,

4 and the breadth twenty cubits. And
the porch which was in front was
twenty cubits in length, in front of
the house broadways, and the height
was a hundred and twenty; and he
overlaid it within with pure gold.

8 And the greater house he boarded
with cypress-wood, which he over-
laid with fine gold, and set on it palm-

6 trees® and chains. And he overlaid

17

the house with precious stones for
beauty; and the gold was gold of

7 Paxvaim. And he covered the house,
the beams, the threshold, and its
walls, and its doors with gold, and
engraved cherubim on the walls.

8 And he made the house of the
most holy place,! the length of which
was according to the breadth of the
house, twenty cubits, and its breadth
twenty cubits; and he covered it
with fine gold, amounting to six hun-

9 dred talents. And the weight of the

nails was fifty shekels of gold. And

he ((l:overed the upper chambers with
gold.

And in the house of the most holy
place he made two cherubim of
image work, and they overlaid them
1 with gold. And the wings of the

cherubim were twenty cubits long:

one wing of five cubits touched the
wall of the house; and the other
wing of five cubits touched the wing

12 of the other cherub. And the wing of

the other cherub of five cubits touched

the wall of the house, and the other
wing was five cubits joining the wing

18 of the other cherub. The wings of

these cherubim spread forth were

twenty cubits; and they stood on
their feet, and their faces were toward

U the house. And he made the veil of

blue, and purple, and crimson, and

byssus, and made cherubim upon it.

And before the house he made two
pillars thirty-five cubits long; and
the eapital that was on the top of
18 gach of them was five cubits. And

he made chains [as] in the oracle,®

and he put them on the top of
the pillars; and he made & hundred
pomegranates, and put them on the

17 chains. And he set up the pillars in

front of the temple, one on the right
hand and the other on the left; and
be called the name of that on the
right Jachin, and the name of that
on the left Boaz.

10

18

b Meaning ‘ shewn by Jehovah.’
! Or ‘ which was shewn.’
x Or ‘ paims;’ and so elsewhere.

! Lit. * holy of holies;’ and so throughout.
= Perhaps we should read ‘ chains at the collar
[of the columns).’
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IV. And he made a brazen altar:
its length was twenty cubits, and its
breadth twenty cubits, and its height
ten cubits.

3 And be made the sea, molten, ten
cubits from brim to brim, round all
about ; and its height was five cubits ;
and a line of thirty cubits encom-

8 passed it round about. And under
1t was the similitude of oxen, encom-
passing it round about, ten in a cubit
enclosing the sea round about, two
rows of oxen, cast when it was cast.

4 It stood upon twelve oxen, three look-
ing toward the north, and three look-
ing toward the west, and threelooking
toward the south, and three look-
ing toward the east; and the sea-was
aboveupon them, and all their hinder

§ parts were inward. And its thickness
was & hand-breadth, and its brim like
the work of the brim of a cup, with
lily-blossoms; in capacity it held
three thousand baths.?

8 And he made ten lavers, and put
five on the right and five on the left,
to wash in them: they rinsed in
them what they prepared for the
burnt-offering ; and the sea was for
the priests to wash in.

7 And he made ten candlesticks of
gold according to the ordinance re-
specting them, and set them in the
temple, five on the right hand and
five on the left.

8  And he made ten tables, and placed
them in the temple, five on the right
hand and five on the left. And he
made a hundred golden bowls.

® And he made the court of the
priests, and the great court,® and
doors for the court," and overlaid

10 the doors thereof with bronze. And
Ire set the sea on the right side east-

11 ward, over against the south, And
Huram made the pots and the sho-
vels and the bowls.

So Huram ended doing the work
that he made for king Solomon in

13 the house of God : two pillars, and the

globes and the capitals on the top

of the pillars, two ; and the two net-

works, to cover the two globes of the
capitals which were on the top of

18 the pillars; and the four hundred
pomegranates for the two networks,
two rows of pomegranates for one
network, to cover the two globes of
the capitals which were upon the

W pillars. And he made the bases, and

e made the lavers on the bases;

15 one sea, and the twelve oxen under

16 3t. And the pots, and the shovels,
and the forks, and all their instru-
ments did Huram Abiv® make king
Solomon for the house of Jehovah, of

17 bright brass. In the plaind of the
Jordan did the king cast them, in
the clay-ground between Succoth and

18 Zeredathah. And Solomon made all

these vessels in great number; for

the weight of the brass was not as-
certained.

And Solomon made all the vessels
that were [in] the house of God : the
golden altar ; and the tables whereon
20 was the shew-bread ; and the candle-

sticks with their lamps to burn ac-

cording to the ordinance before the

%1 oracle, of pure gold ; and the flowers,
and the lamps, and the tongs, of gold

22 (it was perfect gold), and the knives,
and the bowls, and the cups, and the
censers,” of pure gold; and the en-
trance of the house, the inner folding-
doors thereof for the most holy place,
and the doors of the house, of the
temple, of gold.

V. And all the work was finished that
Solomon made for the house of Jeho-
vah. And Solomon brought in the
things that David his father had
dedicated ; and the silver, and the
gold, and all the vessels he put among
the treasures of the house of God.

3  Then Solomon assembled the el-
ders of Israel, and all the heads of
the tribes, the princes of the fathers
of the children of Israel, to Jerusalem,
to bring up the ark of the covenant

19

s Qee on 1 Kings vii. 26. - © Or ‘enclosure.’

¢ Or * Huram his father.’

1 8ee on Gen. xiii. 10.
rOr ‘ fire-pans.’
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of Jehovah out of the city of David,
% which is Zion. And all the men of

Israel assembled themselves to the

king at the feast, that of the seventh
4 month. And all the elders of Israel

came; and the Levites took up the
® ark. And they brought up the ark,
and the tent of meeting, and all the
holy vessels that were in the tent:
the priests, the Levites, brought
¢ them up. And king Solomon, and
all the assembly of Israel, that were
assernbled to him before the ark,
sacrificed sheep and oxen which
could not be counted nor number-
7ed for multitude. And the priests
brought in the ark of the covenant of

Jehovah to its place, into the oracle

of the house, into the most holy place,
® under the wings of the cherubim ; and

the cherubim stretched forth E:heir&
wings over the place of the ark, an
the cherubim covered the ark and its
? staves above. And the staves were
long,® so that the ends of the staves
were seen outside the ark before the
oracle ; but they were not seen with-
out. And there they are to this day.
10 There was nothing in the ark save
the two tables which Moses put there
at Horeb, when Jehovah made [la
covenant| with the children of Israel,
when they came out of Egypt.

And it came to pass when the
priests were come out of the holy
place (for all the priests that were
present were hallowed without ob-
13 gerving the courses; and the Levites

the singers, all they of Asaph, of He-

man, of Jeduthun, with theirsons and
their brethren, clad in byssus, with
cymbals and lutes and harps, stood at
the east end of the altar, and with
them a hundred and twenty priests
18 gounding with trumpets),—it came to
pess when the trumpeters and singers
were as one, to make one voice to be
heard in praising and thanking Je-
hovah; and when they.lifted up
their voice with trumpets, and cym-
bals, and instruments of musie, and

1

praised Jehovah: For he is good,
for his loving-kindness [endureth | for
ever; that then the house, the house
1 of Jehovah, was filled with a cloud,
and the priests could not stand to do
their service because of the cloud ; for
the glory of Jehovah had filled the
house of @od.
VI. Then said Solomon: Jehovah said
that he would dwell in the thick dark-
2 ness: But I have built a house of
habitation for thee, even a settled
place for thee to abide in for ever.
3 And the king turned his face and
blessed the whole congregation of
Israel; and the whole congregation
" of Israel stood. >
4+ And he said: Blessed be Jehovah
the God of Israel, who spoke with
his mouth unto David my father, and
hath with his hands fulfilled it, say-
5 ing, Since the day that I brought
forth my people out of the land of
Egypt I chose no city out of all the
tribes of Israel to build a house in,
that my name might be there ; neither
chose I any man to be prince over
¢ my people Israel: but I have chosen
Jerusalem, that my name might be
there; and I have chosen David to
7 be over my people Israel. And it was
in the heart of David my father to
build a house unto.the name of Jeho-
8 vah the God of Israel. But Jehovah
said to David my father, Whereas it
was in thy heart to build a house
unto my name, thou didst well that
9 it was in thy heart; nevertheless thou
shalt not build the house; but thy
son that shall come forth out of thy
loins, he shall build the house unto
10 ;ny name. And Jehovah has per-
formed his word which he spoke;
and I am risen up in the room of
David my father, and sit on the throne
of Israel, a8 Jehiovah promised, and
I have built the house unto the name |
11 of Jehovah the God of Israel. And
in it have I put the ark, wherein is
the covenant of Jehovah, which he
made with the children of Israel.

* Others,* And they drew out the staves.’
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And he stood before the altar of
Jehovah in the presence of the whole
congregation of Israel, and spread
forth his hands. For Solomon had
made a platform of bronze, five cu-
bits long, and five cubits broad, and
three cubits high, and had set it in
the midst of the court ;* and upon it
he stood, and he kneeled down on
his knees before the whole congrega-
tion of Israel, and spread forth his
hands toward the heavens, and said,
Jehovah, God of Israel! there is no
God like thee, in the heavens or on
the earth, who keepest covenant
and mercy with thy servants that
walk before thee with all their heart ;
who hast kept with thy servant Da-
vid my father that which thou didst
promise him ; thou spokest with th
mouth, and hast -fulfilled [ig wit,
thy hand as at this day. And now,
Jehovah, God of Israel, keep with
thy servant David my father that
which thou hast promised him say-
ing, There shall not fail thee a man
in my sight to sit on the throne of
Israel, if only thy sons take heed to
their way to walk in my law, as thou
hast walked before me. And now,
Jehovah, God of Israel, let thy word
be verified which thou hast spoken
unto thy servant David. But will
God indeed dwell with man on the
earth ? behold, the heavens and the
heaven of heavens cannot contain
thee; how much less this house
which I have built! Yet have respect
unto the prayer of thy servant, and
to his supplication, Jehovah, my God,
to hearken unto the ery and to the
grayer which thy servant prayeth

efore thee; that thine eyes may be
open upon this house day and night,
upon the place in which thou hast
said thou wouldest put thy name: to
hearken unto the prayer which thy
servant prayeth toward this place.
And hearken unto the supplications
of thy servant, and of thy people
Israel, which they shall pray toward

this place, and hear thou from thy
dwelling-place, from the heavens, and
when thou hearest, forgive.

If & man have sinned against his
neighbour, and an oath be laid upon
him to adjure him, and the cath come
13 before thine altar in this house ; then
hear thou from the heavens, and do,
and judge thy servants, requiting the
wicked, to bring his way upon his
own head; and justifying the right-
eous, giving him according to his
righteousness.

And if thy people Israel be put to
the worse before the enemy, because
they have sinned against thee, and
shall turn again and confess thy
name, and pray, and make suppli-
35 cation before thee in this house ; then
hear thou from the heavens, and for-
give the sin of thy people Israel, and
bring them again unto the land that
thou gavest to them and to their
fathers.

‘When the heavens are shut up,
and there is no rain, because they
have sinned against thee; if they
pray toward this place, and confess
thy name, and turn from their sin,
because thou hast afflicted them;
%7 then hear thou in the heavens, and

forgive the sin of thy servants, and of

thy people Israel, when thou teach-
est them the good way wherein they
should walk ; and give rain upon thy
land, which thou hast given to
28 thy people for an inheritance. If
there be famine in the land, if there
be pestilence, if there be blight or
mildew, locust or caterpillar; if their
enemies besiege them in the land
of their gates; whatever plague or
3 whatever sickness there be: what
prayer, what supplication soever be
made by any man, or by all thy
people Israel, when they shall know
every man his own plague, and his
own grief, and shall spread forth his
80 hands toward this house; then hear
thou from the heavens, the settled
place of thy dwelling, and forgive,

4

10

¢t Or ' enclosure,’ vmy, as iv. 9,
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and render unto every man accord-
ing to all his ways, whose heart thou
knowest (for thou, thou only, knowest
the hearts of the children of men),
that they may fear thee, to walk in
thy ways, all the days that they live
upon the land which thou gavest
unto our fathers.

And as to the stranger also, who is
not of thy people Israel, but cometh
out of a far country for thy great
name’s safte, and thy mighty hand
and thy stretched-out arm; when
they shall come and pray toward
this house, then hear thou from the
heavens, the settled place of thy
dwelling, and do according to all
that the stranger calleth to thee for;
in order that all peoples of the earth
may know thy name, and may fear
thee as do thy people Israel, and may
know that this house which I have
built is called by thy name.”

If thy people go out to battle
against their ememies by the way
that thou shalt send them, and they
pray unto thee toward this city that
thou hast chosen, and the house that
I have built unto thy name; then
hear thou from the heavens their
prayer and their supplication, and
maintain their right.

If they have sinned against thee
(for there is no man that sinneth
not), and thou be angry with them,
and give them up to ¥ the enemy, and
they have* carried them away cap-
tives unto a land far off or near; and
if they shall take it to heart in the
land whither they were carried cap-
tive, and repent, and make supplica-
tion unto thee in the land of their
captivity, saying, We have sinned,
we have done iniquity and have
dealt perversely; and if they return
unto thee with all their heart and
with all their soul in the land of their
eaptivity, whither they have carried

&

-

3

them captives, and pray toward their
land which thou gavest unto their
fathers, and the city that thou hast
chosen, and the house that 1 have

8 built unto thy name ; then hear thou
from the heavens, from the settled
place of thy dwelling, their prayer
and their supplications, and main-
tain their right, and forgive thy peo-
ple their sin against thee.

4 Now, my God, I beseech thee, let
thine eyes be open and let thine ears
be attentive unto the prayer [that is

‘. made] in this place. And now, arise,
Jehovah Elohim, into thy resting-
place, thou and the ark of th
strength : let thy priests, Jehova
Elohim, be clothed with salvation,
and let thy saints? rejoice in [thy)

41 goodness.* Jehovah Elohim, turn
not away the face of thine anointed :
remember mercies®* to David thy
servant.

VIi{. And when Solomon had ended
praying, the fire came down from
the heavens and consumed the burnt-
offering and the sacrifices; and the
glory of Jehovah filled the house.

3 And the priests could not enter into
the house of Jehovah, because the
glory of Jehovah filled Jehovah's

8 house. And all the children of Israel
saw how the fire came down, and the
glory of Jehovah upon the house, and
bowed themselves with their faces to
the ground om the pavement, and
worshipped and thanked Jehovah:
For he 18 good, for his loving-kind-
ness {endureth| for ever.

¢ And the king and all the people of-

§ fored sacrifices before Jehovah. And
king Solomon sacrificed a sacrifice
of twenty-two thousand oxen, and a
hundred and twenty thousand sheep.
So the king and all the people dedi-

¢ cated the house of God. And the
priests stood in their charges, and
the Levites with Jehovah's instru-

¥ 8ee om 1 Kinpl viii 48,
w Lit. * before,

s Lit. * those that take them captive have....’
7 *ron: se6 below. = Or * in goodness,’

& Chesed, whence the word Chasid, *‘saint’

{ver. 41). It is ‘goodness’ in God, ‘piety’in
man towards ., OF one’s parents, ‘loving-
kindness,” ‘ mercy.’ Christ Himself, as the One
in whom these qualities are found, is called
Chasid: see Ps. lixxix. 1-3, 19,
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ments of musie, which David the
king had made to praise Jehovah,
for his loving-kindness |[endureth] for
ever, when David praised by their
means ; and the priests sounded the
trumpets opposite to them, and all

7 Israel stood. And Solomon hallowed
the middle of the court that was be-
fore the house of Jehovah ; for there
he offered the burnt-offerings, and
the fat of the peace-offerings, because
the brazen altar which Solomon had
made was not able to receive the
burnt-offerings and the oblations and
the fat.

8  And at that time Solomon held the
feast seven days, and all Israel with
him, a very great congregation, from
the entrance of Hamath unto the tor-

® rent of Egypt. And on the eighth
day they held a solemn assembly;
for they kept the dedication of the
altar seven days, and the feast seven

19 days. And on the three and twen-
tieth day of the seventh month he
sent the people away to their tents,
joyful and glad of heart for the good-
“ ness that Jehovah had done to David
and to Solomon, and to Israel his
people.

And Solomon completed the house
of Jehovah, and the king’s house;
and all that came into Solomon’s
heart to make in the house of Jeho-
vah, and in his own house, he did
prosperously.

Then Jehovah appeared to Solomon
by night, and said to him: I have
heard thy prayer, and I have chosen
for myself this place for a house of
18 ggerifice. If I shut up the heavens

that there be no rain, orif I ecommand

the locust to devour the land, or if

I send pestilence among my people;
4 and my peopls, who are called by

my name, humble themselves, and

pray, and seek my face, and turn

from their wicked ways; then will I

hear from the heavens, and forgive
18 their sin, and heal their land. Now

mine eyes shall be open, and mine
ears attentive to the prayer [made)

11

12

16 in this place; for I have now chosen
and hallowed this house, that my
name may be there for ever; and
mine eyes and my heart shall be

17 there perpetually. And as for thee,
if thou wilt walk before me, as David
thy father walked, to do according to
all that I have commanded thee, and
wilt keep my statutes and mine ordi-

18 nances, then will I establish the
throne of thy kingdom, according as
I have covenanted with David thy
father, saying, There shall not fail

¥ thee a man to rule over Isracl. But
if ye turn away and forsake my sta-
tutes and my commmandments which
I have set before you, and go and
serve other gods and worship them ;

2 then will I pluck them up by the
roota out of my land which I have
given them; and this house, which
I have hallowed to my name, will I
cast out of my sight, and will make
it & proverb and a byword among all

3! peoples. And this house, which is
Eigh, shall be an astonishment to
every one that passes by it; so that
he shall say, Why has Jehovah done
thus to this land and to this house ?

3 And they shall say, Because they
forsook Jehovah the God of their
fathers, who brought them forth out
of the land of Egypt, and have at-
tached themselves to other gods, and
have worshipped them and served
them, therefore he has brought upon
them all this evil.

VIII. And it came to pass at the end
of twenty years, when Solomon had
built the house of Jehoveh and his

3 own house, that the cities which
Huram had given to S8olomon, Solo-
mon built them and caused the chil-

8 dren of Israel to dwell there. And
Solomon went to Hamath-Zobah,

4 and overcame it. And he built Tad-
mor, in the wilderness, and all the
store-cities, which he built in Ha-

¢ math. And he built upper Beth-
Horon and lower Beth-Horon, forti-
fied cities, with walls, gates, and bars;

¢ and Baalath, and all the store-cities
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that Solomon had, and all the cities
for chariots, and the cities for the
horsemen, and all that Solomon de-
sited to build in Jerusalem, and on
Lebanon, and in all the land of his
dominion. All the people that were
left of the Hittites, and the Amorites,
and the Perizzites, and the Hivites,
and the Jebusites, who were not of

Israel, their children that were left]

after them in the land, whom the
children of Israel had not destroyed,
upon them did Solomon impose tri-
bute-service® until this day. But of
the children of Israel, of them did
Solomon make no bondmen for his
work; but they were men of war,
and chief of his captains, and captains
of his chariots and his horsemen.

And these were the chief of king
Bolomon’s superintendents, two hun-
dred and fifty, that ruled over the
people.

And Solomon brought up the
daughter of Pharaoh out of the city
of David to the house which he had
built for her; for he said, My wife
shall not dwell in the house of David
king of Israel, because the [places] are
holy to which the ark of Jehovah
has come.

Then Solomon offered up bumnt-
offerings to Jehovah on the altar of
Jehovah, which he had built before
the porch ; even as the duty of every
day required, offering according to
the commandment of Moses, on the
sabbaths, and on the new moons, and
at the set feasts, three times in the

ear,—at the feast of unleavened

read, and at the feast of weeks, and
at the feast of tabernacles. And he
appointed, according to the ordinance
of David his father, the divisions of
the priests for their service, and the
Levites for their charges, to praise
and serve before the priests, as the
duty of every day required; and
the doorkeepers by their divisions
at every gate : for such was the com-
mandment of David the man of God ;

15 and they did not depart from the com-
mandment of the king to the priests
and the Levites concerning any mat-
ter, nor concerning the treasures.

16 And all the work of Solomon was
prepared, to the day of the founda-
tion of the house of Jehovah and to
its completion. [So] the house of
Jehovah was finished.

17 Then went Solomon to Ezion-geber,
and to Eloth, on the sea-shore in the

18 ]land of Edom. And Hursm sent
him by his servants ships, and ser-
vants that had knowledge of the sea;
and they went with the servants of
Solomon to Ophir, and fetched thence
four hundred and fifty talents of gold,
and brought them to king Solomon.

IX. And the queen of Sheba heard of
the fame of Solomon, and came to
Jerugalem to prove Soclomon with
enigmas; with a very great train,
and camels that bore spices and gold
in great abundance, and precious
stones; and she came to Solomon,
and spoke with him of all that was in
her heart. And Solomon explained
to her all she spoke of, and there was
not & thing hidden from Solomon
that he did not explain to her.

And when the queen of Sheba saw
the wisdom of Solomon, and the
house that he had built, and the food
of his table, and the deportment of
his servants, and the order of service
of his attendants and their apparel,
and his cupbearers and their apparel,
and his ascent by which he went up
to the house of Jehovah, there was
no more spirit in her. And she said
to the king, It was a true report that
I heard in mine own land of thine
affairs and of thy wisdom ; but I gave
no credit to their words, until I came
and mine eyes had seen; and be-
hold, the half of the greatness of thy
wisdom was not told me: thou ex-
ceedest the report that I heard.
? Happy are thy men, and happy are

these thy servants, who stand con-
tinually before thee and hear thy

-

® Or ‘ the lovy.’
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® wisdom! Blessed be Jehovah thy
God, who delighted in thee, to set
thee on his throne, to be king to Je-
hovah thy God! Because thy God
loved Israel, to establish them for
ever, therefore did he make thee
king over them, to do judgment and
justice.
®  And she gave the king a hundred
and twenty talents of gold, and spices
in very great abundance, and precious
stones ; neither was there any such
spice as that which the queen of Sheba
10 gave to king Solomon. (And the ser-
vants also of Huram, and the servants
of Solomon, who brought gold from
Ophir, brought sandal-wood and pre-
11 cious stones. And the king made of
the sandal-wood stairs for the house
of Jehovah, and for the king’s house,
and harps and lutes for the singers.
And there were none such seen before
12 in the land of Judah.) And king
Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba
all her desire, whatever she asked,
besides what she had brought to the
king, And she turned and went to
her own land, she and her servants.
And the weight of gold that came
to Solomon in one year was six hun-
dred and sixty-six talents of gold,
14 besides [what] dealers and merchants
brought, and [what)] all the kings of
Arabia and the governors of the
country brought of gold and silver
18 to Solomon. And king Solomon
made two hundred targets of beaten
gold,—he applied six hundred [she-
kels] of beaten gold to one target;
18 and three hundred shields of beaten
old, — he applied three hundred
Fshekels] of gold to one shield ; and
the king put them in the house of the
17 forest of Lebanon. And the king
made a great throne of ivory, and
18 gverlaid it with pure gold ; and the
throne had six steps, with & footstool
of gold fastened to the throne; and
there were arms on each side at the
lace of the seat, and two lions stood
19 heside the arms; and twelve lions

18

stood there on the one side and on

the other upon the six steps: there

was not the like made in any king-

% dom. And all king Solomon’s drink-
ing vessels were of gold, and all the
vessels of the house of the forest of
Lebanon were of precious gold : sil-
ver was not of the least account in

11 the days of Solomon. For the king's
ships went to Tarshish with the ser-
vants of Huram : once in three years
came the ships of Tarshish, bringing
gold and silver, ivory,® and apes, and
peacocks.

And king Solomon was greater
than all the kings of the earth in
%8 riches and wisdom. And all the kings

of the earth sought the presence of

Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which
8 God had put in his heart. And they
brought every man his present, ves-
sels of silver and vessels of gold, and
clothing, armour, and spices, horses
and mules, a rate year by year.

And Solomon had four thousand
stalls for horses and chariots, and
twelve thousand horsemen; and he
placed them in the chariot-cities, and
28 with the king at Jerusalem. And he

ruled over all the kings from the

river as far as the land of the Philis-
tines, and up to the border of Egypt.

37 And the king made silver in Jerusa-
lem as stones, and cedars made he
as the sycamores that are in the

1 Jowland? for abundance. 'And they
brought to Solomon horses out of
Bgypt and out of all lands.

2 And the rest of the acts of Solomon
first and last, are they not written in
the words of Nathan the prophet, and
in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilo-
nite, and in the visions of Iddo® the
seer concerning Jeroboam the son of
Nebat ?

%  And Solomon reigned in Jerusa-

81 lem over all Israel forty years. And
Solomox slept with his fathers, and
they buried him in the city of David
his father; and Rehoboam his son
reigned in his stead. ’

25

¢ Or ‘elephunts’ teeth.”

4 The Shephelah, s Heb. Jeddo.
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X. And Rehoboam went to Shechem ;
for all Israel had come to Shechem to
* make him king. And it came to pass
when Jeroboam the son of Nebat
heard it (now he was in Egypt,
whither he had fled from the presence
of king Solomon) that Jeroboam re-
® turned out of Egypt. And theysent
and called him ; and Jeroboam and
all Israel came and spoke to Reho-
¢ boam saying, Thy father mede our
yoke grievous; and now lighten the
grievous servitude of thy father, and
his heavy yoke that he put upon us,
& and we will serve thee. And he said
to them, Come again to me after
three days. And the people de-
parted.
¢ And king Rehoboam consulted
with the old men, who had stood be-
fore Solomon his father while he yet
lived, saying, How do ye advise to
7 return answer to this people? And
they spoke to him saying, If thou be
kind to this people, and please them,
-and speak good words to them, they
8 will be thy servants for ever. But
he forsook the advice of the old men
which they had given him, and con-
sulted with the young men, who had
grown up with him, that stood before
? him. And he said to them, What
advice give ye that we may return
answer to this people, who have
spoken to me saying, Lighten the
yoke which thy father put upon us?
10 And the young men that had grown
up with him spoke to him seying,
Tgus shalt thou say to the people
who have spoken to thee saying, Thy
father made our yoke heavy, and
lighten thou it for us,—thus shalf
thou say to them : My little [finger]
is thicker than my father’s loins;
U and whereas my father laid a heavy
yoke upon you, I will add to your
yoke : my father chastised you with
whips, but I [will chastise you] with
scorpions.t
And Jeroboam and ell the people
came to Rehoboam the third day, as

12

the king had appointed saying, Come
18 ggain to me on the third day. And

the king answered them roughly;

and king Rehoboam forsook the ad-

U4 vice of the old men, and spoke to
them according to the advice of the
young men, saying, My father made
your yoke heavy, but I will add to it ;
my father chastised you with whips,
but I [will chastise you] with scor-

18 pions. So the king hearkened not

to the people; for it was brought

about by God, that Jehovah might
give effect to his word, which he
spoke through Ahijah the Shilonite to

Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

And all Israel saw that the king
hearkened not to them ; and the peo-
ple answered the king saying, What
Eortion have we in David ? and [we

ave] no inheritance in the son of

Jesse: every man to your tents, O

Israel. Now see to thine own house,

David! And all Israel went to their

17 tents. But as for the children of Is-
rael that dwelt in the cities of Judah,

18 Rehoboam reigned over them. And |
king Rehoboam sent Hadoram, who
was over the levy; but the children
of Israel stoned him with stones,
that he died. And king Rehoboam
hastened to mount his chariot, to flee

19 {0 Jerusalem. And Israel rebelled
S.ga.inst the house of David, unto this

ay.

XI. yAnd Rehoboam came to Jeru-
salem ; and he assembled the house
of Judah and Benjamin, a hundred
and eighty thousand chosen men apt
for war, to fight against Israel, that
he might bring the kingdom again to

f Rehoboam. But the word of Jeho-
vah came to Shemaiah the man of

® God, saying, Bpeak unto Rehoboam,
the son of Solomon, king of Judah,
and unto all Israel in Judah and

4 Benjamin, saying, Thus saith Jeho-
vah : Go not up, nor fight with your
brethren; return every man to his
house, for this thing is from me,
And they hearkened to the words of

16

f See on 1 Kings xii. 11,
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Jehovah, and returned from going
against Jeroboam.
5 "And Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusa-

lem, and built cities for defence in
¢ Judah. And he built Bgthlehem, and
7 Etam, and Tekoa, and Beth-zur,
8 gnd Soco, and Adullam, and Gath,
? and Mareshah, and Ziph, and Ado-
10 ygim, and Lachish, and Azekah, and

Zorah, and Ajalon,and Hebron,which

are in Judah and in Benjamin, forti-
1 fied cities. And he fortified thestrong-

holds, and put captains$ in them, and

stores of victuals, and of oil and wine;
4 gnd in every several city, targets and
spears, and made them exceedingly
strong. And Judah and Benjamin
were his,

And the priests and the Levites
that were in all Israel resorted to
1 him out of all their districts; for the

Lovites left their suburbs and their

possessions, and came to Judah and

Jerusalem: for Jeroboam and his

sons had cast them off from exercis-
18 ing the priesthood to Jehovah; and

he ordained for himself priests for the
high places, and for the he-goats®
and for the calves that he had made.
18 _And after them, those out of all
the tribes of Israel that set their heart
to seek Jehovah the God of Israel
came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice to

Jehovah the God of their fathers.
17 And they strengthened the kingdom
of Judah, and made Rehoboam the
son of SBolomon strong three years;
for during three years they walked
in the way of David and Solomon.

And Rehoboam took Mahalath the
daughter of Jerimoth the son of David
a8 wife, [and of | Abihail the daughter
12 of Eliab the son of Jesse. And she

bore him children : Jeush, and She,
% mariah, and Zaham. And after her

he took Maachah the daughter of

Absalom ; and she bore him Abijah,

and Attai, and Ziza, and Shelomith.
1 And Rehoboam loved Maachah the

18

18

daughter of Absalom above all his
wives and his concubines ; for he had
taken eighteen wives and sixty con-

' cubines, and he begot twenty-eight

8 sons and sixty daughters. And Re-
hoboam established Abijah the son
of Maachah at the head, to be ruler
among his brethren ; for [he thought]

8 to make him king. And he dealt
wisely, and dispersed of all his sons
throughout all the lands of Judah
and Benjamin, to all the fortified
‘cities; and he.gave them food in
abundance. And he desired [for
them} & multitude of wives.

XII. d it came to pass when the
kingdom of Rehoboam was establish-
ed, and when he had become strong,
[that] he forsook the law of Jehovah,

* and all Israel with him. And it
camsé to pass in the fifth year of king
Rehoboam, because they had trans-
gressed! against Jehovah, that Shi-
shak king of Egypt came up against

8 Jerusalem, with twelve hundred
chariots and sixty thousand horse-
men ; and the people were without
number that came with him out of
Egypt: Libyans, Suklkites, and

¢ Ethiopians. And he took the forti-
fied cities that belonged to Judah,
and came to Jerusalem.

8 And Shemaiah the prophet came
to Rehoboam and [to] the princes of
Judah that had gathered together
to Jerusalem because of Shishak, and
said to them, Thus saith Jehovah:
Ye have forsaken me, and therefore
have I also left you in the hand of

¢ Shishak. And tge princes of Israel
and the king humbled themselves ;
and they said, Jehovah is righteous.

7 And when Jehovah saw that they
humbled themselves, the word of Je-
hovah came to Shemaiah, saying,
They have humbled themselves: I
will not destroy them, but I will grant
them a little deliverance;* and my
wrath shall not be poured out upon

s Elsewhere, ‘prince,” * ruler.’
» Or ‘demons,’ *satyrs:’ of. Lev. xvii. 7.
i 8trictly, ‘ acted treacherously.’

& Or ‘deliveranoce for a short space,’ or ‘in &
short time.’
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Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak.

® Nevertheless they shall be his ser-
vants; that they may know my
service, and the service of the king-
doms of the countries.

?  And Shishak king of Egypt came
up against Jerusalem, and took away
the treasures of the house of Jehovah,
and the treasures of the king’s house ;
he took away all; and be took away
the shields of gold that Solomon had

' made. And king Rehoboam made
in their stead shields of bronze, and
committed them to the hands of the
chief of the couriers who kept the en-

1 trance of the king's house. And it
was so, that as often as the king
entered into the house of Jehovah,

~ the couriers came and fetched them,
and brought them again into the

12 chamber of the couriers. And when
he bumbled himself, the anger of
Jehovah turned away from him, that
he would not destroy him altogether;
and also in Judah there were good
things. -

1  And king Rehoboam strengthened
himself in Jerusalem, and reigned ;
for Rehoboam was forty-one years
old when he began to reign, and he
reigned seventeen yearsin Jerusalem,
the city that Jehovah had chosen out
of all the tribes of Israel, to put his
name there : and his mother’s name

14 was Nasmnah an Ammonitess, And

he did evil, for he applied not his

heart to seek Jehovah.

And the acts of Rehoboam, first
and last, are they not written in the
words' of Shemaiah the prophet, and
of Iddo the seer, in the genealogical
registers ? And there were wars be-
tween Rehoboam and Jeroboam con-
16 tinually. And Rehoboam slept with

his fathers, and was buried in the

city of David. And Abijah his son
reigned in hig stead.

XIII. In the eighteenth year of king
Jeroboam began Abijah to reign

$ over Judah. He reigned three years
in Jerusalem ; and his mother's name

1%

was Michaish, the daughter of Uriel
of Gibeah. And there was war be-
8 tween Abijah and Jeroboam. And
Abijah began the war with an army
of men of war, four hundred thou-
sand chosen men ; and Jeroboam set
the battle in array against him with
eight hundred thousand chosen men,
4 mighty men of valour. And Abijah
stood up on the top of mount Zema.-
raim, which is in mount Ephraim,
and said, Hear me, Jeroboam, and
5 all Ysraell Ought ye not to know
that Jehovah the God of Israel gave
the kingdom over Israel to David for
ever, to him and to his sons [by] a
¢ covenant of salt ? But Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, the seryant of Solomon
the son of David, rose up and rebelled
7 against his lord. And vain men,
sons of Belial, to him and
strengthened themselves against Re-
hoboam the son of Solomon, and
Rehoboam was young and faint-
hearted, and did not shew himaelf
8 strong against them. And now ye
think to shew yourselves strong
against the kingdom of Jehovah in
the hand of the sons of David; and
ye are a great multitude, and ye have
with you the golden calves that Jero-
¢ boam made you for gods. Have ye
not cast out the priests of Jehovah,
the sone of Aaron, and the Levites,
and made you priests as the peoples
of the lands ? whoever comes to con-
secrate himself with a young bullock
and seven rams, he becomes a priest
1 of what is not God.™ But as for
us, Jehovah is our God, and we have
not forsaken him; and the priests
that serve Jehovah are the sons of
Aaron, and the Levites are at their
11 work: and they burn to Jehovah
every morning and every evening
burnt-offerings and sweet incense;
the loaves also are set in order upon
the pure table; and the candlestick
of gold with its lamps to burn every
evening : for we keep the charge of
Jehovah our God; but ye have for-

! Or ‘acts.’

uQr * to no-gods:' see Gal. iv. 8,
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11 saken him. And behold, we have God

with us at our head, and his priests,

and the loud-sounding trumpets to
sound an alarm against you. Chil-
dren of Israel, do not fight with

Jehovah the God of your fathers;

for ye shall not prosper.

But Jeroboam caused an ambush
to come about behind them; and
they were before Judah, and the am-
1 bush behind them. And Judahlooked

back, and behold, they had the battle

in front and behind ; and they cried
to Jehovah, and the priests sounded

18 with the trumpets. And the men of
Judah gave a shout ; and as the men
of Judah shouted, it came to pass that
God smote Jeroboam and all Israel

16 hefore Abijah and Judah. And the
children of Israel fled before Judah ;
and God delivered them into their

17 hand. And Abijah and his people

slew them with a great slayghter;

and there fell down slain of Israel
five hundred thousand chosen men.

And the children of Israel were
humbled at that time, and the chil-
dren of Judah were strengthened, be-
cause they relied upon Jehovah the
1 God of their fathers. And Abijak

pursued after Jeroboam, and took

cities from him : Bethel with its de-
pendent villages, and Jeshanah with
its dependent villages, and Ephron

9 with 1ts dependent villages. And
Jeroboam did not recover strength
again in the days of Abijah; and
Jehovah smote ﬁim, and he died.

31 But Abijah strengthened himself, and

took fourteen wives, and begot twen-

ty-two sons and sixteen daughters.

And the rest of the acts of Abijah,
and his ways and his sayings, are
}v;itten in the treatise of the prophet

do.

XIV. And Abijah slept with hisfathers,
and they buried him in the ecity of
David. And Asa his son reigned in
his stead. In his days the land was
quiet ten years.

18

18

3 And Asa did what was good and
right in the sight of Jehovah his
8 God; and he took away the altars
of the strange [gods] and the high
places, and broke the columns,® and
4 cut down the Asherahs; and com-
manded Judah to seek Jehovah the
God of their fathers, and to practise

5 the law and the commandment. And
he removed out of all the cities of
Judah the high places and the sun-
images ; and the kingdom was quiet

¢ before him. And he built fortified
cities in Judah, for the land had rest,
end he had no war in those years;
because Jehovah had given him rest.

7 And he said to Judah, Let us build
these cities, and surround them with
walls and towers, gates and bars,
while the land is yet before us; for
we have sought Jehowah our God;
we have sought him, and he hasgiven
us rest on every side. And they built
and prospered.

8¢  And Asa had an army that bore
targets and spears: out of Judah
three hundred thousand ; and out of
Benjamin, that bore shields and drew
the bow, two hundred and eighty
thousand : all these, mighty men
of valour.

? And Zerah the Ethiopian® came out
against him with a host of a thousand
thousand,and three hundred chariots,

10 gnd he catne to Mareshah. And Asa
went out against him, and they set
the battle in array in the valley of

1t Zephathah near Mareshah. And Asa
cried unto Jehovah his God, and said,
Jehovah, it maketh no difference to
thee to help, whether there be much
or no power: help us, O Jehovah
our God, for we rely on thee, and in
thy name have we come against this
multitude. Jehovah, thou art our
God; let not man? prevail against

18 thee. And Jehovah smote the Ethio-
pians before Asa and before Judah;

18 and the Ethiopians fled. And Asa
and the people that were with him

» Or ‘statues.’
© Heb. Cushite.

» Heh. Enosh: see on Gen. iv. 26.




II CHRONICLES XIV. XV. XVI.

pursued them to Gerar; and the
Ethiopians were overthrown, that
none of them was left alive;? for
they were crushed before Jehovah
and before his army.r And they
14 carried away very much spoil. And
they smote all the cities round about
Gerar, for the terror of Jehovah came
upon them ; and they spoiled all the
cities, for there was very much spoil
18 in them. They smote also the tents
of cattle, and carried away sheep and
camels in abundance, and returned
to Jerusalem.
XV. And the Spirit of God came upon
3 Azariah the son of Oded. And he
went out to meet Asa, and said to
him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah
and Benjamin : Jehovah is with you
while ye are with him; and if ye
seek him he will be found of you,
but if ye forsake him he will forsake
ou. Now for a long while® Israel
{was] without the true God, and
without a teaching priest, and with-
out law; but in their trouble they
turned to Jehovah the God of Israel,
and sought him, and he was found
of them. And in those times there
[was] no peace to him that went out
nor to him that came in, but great
disturbances were amongst all the
inhabitants of the countries. And
nation was broken against nation,
and city against city ; for God dis-
turbed them with all manner of
distress. But as for you, be firm and
let not your hands be weak; for there
is a reward for your deeds. And
when Asa heard these words and the
prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took
courage, and put away the abomina-
tions out of all the land of Judah and
Benjamin, and out of the cities that
he had taken from mount Ephraim,
and renewed the altar of Jehovah,
that was before the porch of Jeho-
vah. And he assembled all Judah
and Benjamin, and the strangers
with them out of Ephraim and Ma-
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nagseh, and out of Simeon ; for they
fell away to him out of Israel in
abundance, when they saw that Je-
10 hovah his God was with him. And
they assembled themselves at Jeru-
salem in the third month of the
fifteenth year of the reign of Asa.
11 And they sacrificed to Jehovah in
that day, of the spoil that they had
brought, seven hundred oxen and
13 goven thousand sheep. And they
entered into a covenant to seek Je-
hovah the God of their fathers with
all their heart arrd with all their soul,
13 and that whoever would not seek
Jehovah the God of Israel should be
put to death, whether small or great,
4 whether man or woman. And they
swore to Jehovah with a loud voice,
and with shouting, and with trum-
18 pets, and with cornets. And all Ju-
dah rejoiced at the oath; for they
took the oath with all their heart,
and sought him with their whole
desire, and he was found of them.
And Jehovah gave them rest round
16 agbout. Andalso Maachah,the mother
of Asa the king, he removed from
being queen,* because she had made
an idol for the Asherah ; and Asa cut
down her idol, dnd stamped it, and
17 burned it in the valley Kidron. But
the high places were not removed
from Israel; only, Asa's heart was
18 perfect all his days. And he brought
into the house of God the things
which his father had dedicated, and
the things which he himself had
dedicated, silver, and gold, and ves-
19 gels. And there was no war until the
thirty-fifth year of the reign of Asa.
XVI. In the thirty-sixth year of the
reign of Asa, Baasha king of Israel
came up against Judah, and built
Ramah, in order to let none go out
or come in to Asa king of Judah.
3 And Asa brought out silver and gold
out of the treasures of the house of
Jehovah and of the king’s house, and
sent to Ben-hadad king of Syria, who

2 Or * that they could not revive.’
r Klsewhere, ‘ camp.’

* Heb. ‘many days.’
¢ See on 1 Kings xv, 13.
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8 dwelt at Damascus, saying, There is
8 league between me and thee, and
between my father and thy father:
behold, I send thee silver and gold ;
go, break thy league with Baasha
king of Israel, that he may depart

4 from me. And Ben-hadad hearken-
ed to king Asa, and sent the captains
of his forces against the cities of Is-
rael; and they smote Ijon and Dan
and Abel-maim, and all the store-
magazines of the cities of Naphtali.

8 And it came to pass when Baasha
heard of it, that Ee left off building
Ramah, and let his work cease.

¢ And king Asa took all Judah; and
they carried away the stones and the
timber from Ramsah, with which
Baasha had been building, and he
built with them Geba and Mizpah.

7 Angd at that time Hanani the seer
came to Asa king of Judah, and said
unto him, Because thou hast relied
on the king of Syria, and hast not
relied on Jehovah thy God, therefore
has the army of the king of Syria

% escaped out of thy hand. Were not
the Ethiopians and the Libyans a
huge army, with very many chariots
and horseren ? but when thou didst
rely on Jehovah, he delivered them

9 into thy hand. For the eyes of Je-
hovah run to and fro through the
whole earth, to shew himself strong
in the behalf of those whose heart is
perfect toward him. Herein thou
hast done foolishly ; for from hence-

10 forth thou shalt have wars. And Asa
wag wroth with the seer, and put
him in the prison;* for he was en-
reged with him because of this. And
Asa oppressed some of the people at
the same time.

11 And behold the acts of Asa, first
and last, behold, they are written in
the book of the kings of Judah and
Israel.

12 And Asa in the thirty-ninth year
of his reign was diseased in his feet,
until his disease was extremely great;
yet in his disease he did not seek

XVIIL

1% Jehovah, but the physicians. And

Asg slept with his fathers, and died
in the one-and-fortieth year of his

Y4 reign. And they buried him in his

own sepulchre, which he had ex-

cavated for himself in the city of

David, and laid him in a bed filled

with spices, a mixture of divers

kinds prepared by the perfumer’s art;
and they made a very great burning

for him. .

And Jehoshaphat his eon
reigned in his stead, and strength-

# ened himself against Israel. And he
placed forces in all the fortified cities
of Judah, and set garrisons in the
land of Judah, and in the cities of
Ephraim that Asa his father had

8 taken. And Jehovah was with Je-
hoshaphat, for he walked in the first
ways of his father David, and sought

+ not unto the Baals ; but he sought the
QGod of his, father, and walked in his
commandments, and not after the

® doings of Israel. And Jehovah estab-
lished the kingdom in his hand ; and
all Judah gave gifts to Jehoshaphat ;
and he had riches and honour in

¢ abundance. And he took courage™
in the ways of Jehovah; moreover,
he removed the high places and
Asherahs out of Judah.

7 And in the third year of his reign
he sent bis princes, Ben-hail, and
Obadiah, and Zechariah, and Netha-
neel, and Micah, to teach in the

8 cities of Judah; and with them the
Levites : Shemaiah, and Nethaniah,
and Zebadiah, and Asahel, and She-
miramoth, and Jonathan, and Adoni-
jah, end Tobijah, and Tob-Adonijah,
Levites; and with them Elishama

® and Jeboram, the priests. And they
taught in Judah, and had the book
of the law of Jehovah with them;
and they went about through all the
cities of Judah, and taught among

19 the people. And the terror of Jeho-

vah was upon all the kingdoms of
the lands that were round about
Judah, and they made no war against

v Lit, ‘ house of the stocks.”

* Lit. ‘ his heart waa raised.’
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11 Jehoshaphat. Andsome of the Philis-
tines brought Jehoshaphat gifts and
tribute-silver.* The Arabians also
brought him flocks, seven thousand
geven hundred rams, and seven thou-
sand seven hundred he-goats.

13 And Jehoshaphat waxed exceed-
ing great; and he built in Judah

18 castles and store-cities. And he
had much business?¥ in the cities of
Judah ; and men of war, strong and

1¢ ygliant, in Jerusalem. And these
are the numbers of them according to
their fathers’ houses, Of Judah the
captains of thousands: Adnah the
captain, and with him three hundred

15 thousand mighty men of valour; and
next to him was Johanan the cap-
tain, and with him two hundred and

16 gighty thousand; and next to him,
Amagiah the son of Zichri, who
willingly offered himself to Jehovah;

"and with him two hundred thousand

17 mighty men of valour. And of Ben-
jamin: Eliada, a mighty man of
valour, and with him two hundred
thousand,armed with bow and shield ;

18 gnd next to him was Jehozabad, and
with him a hundred and eighty thou-

19 gand ready Yrepared for war. These
were they that waited on the king,
besides those that the king had put
in the fortified cities throughout
Judah,

XVIiI. And Jehoshaphbat had riches
and honour in abundance; and he
allied himself with Ahab by marriage.

* And after [certain] years he went
downto Ahab, to Samaria. And Ahab
killed* sheep and ozen for him in
abundance, and for the people that
were with him, and urged him to go

8 up against Ramoth-Gilead. And
Ahab king of Israel said to Jehosha-
phat king of Judah, Wilt thou go with
me to Ramoth-Gilead ? And he said
to him, I am as thou, and my people
as thy people ; and {I will be] with
thee in the war.

¢ And Jehoshaphat said to the king

1

1
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of Israel, Inquire, I pray thee, this
day of the word of Jehovah. And
the king of Israel assembled the pro-
phets, four bundred men, and said
to them, Shall we go against Ramoth-
Gilead to battle, or shall I forbear ?
And they said, Go up, and God will
give it into the king's hand. But
Jehioshaphat said, Is there not here
a prophet of Jehovah besides, that
we might inquire of him? And the
king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
There is yet one man by whom we
may inquire of Jehovali; but I hate
him, for he prophesies no good con-
cerning me, but always evil: [it isgl
Micah® the son of Imlah. An
Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king
88y BO.

Then the king of Israel called a
chamberlain,®and said, Feteh quickly
Micah the son of Imlah. And the
king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judah, having put on
their robes, sat each on his throne;
and they sat in an open place at the
entrance of the gate of Samaria ; and
all the prophets prophesied before
them. And Zedekiah the son of
Chenaanah made for bimself horns
of iron, and he said, Thus saith Je-
hovah: With these shalt thou push
the Syrians, until thou have exter-
minated them, And all the prophets
prophesied so, saying, Go up fo
Ramoth-Gilead, and prosper; for
Jehovah will give it into the king’s
hand.

And the messenger that went to
call Micah spoke to him saying,
Behold, the words of the prophets
[declarel good to the king with one
assent: let thy word therefore, I pray
thee, be like one of theirs, and declare
good. And Micah said, As Jehovah
liveth, even what my God shall say,
that will I declare. And he came to
the king. And the king said to him,
Micah, shall we go against Ramoth-
Gilead to battle, or shall I forbear ?

* Or “n weight of silver.’ .
¥ Or ‘ substunce. s Or * sacrificed.’

* Heb. ‘ Micaiah,” as often,
% Or ‘a eunuch.’
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And he said, Go ye up, and prosper;

and they will be given into your
15 hands. And the king said to him,

How many times shall I adjure thee

that thou tell me nothing but truth
16 in the name of Jehoveh? And he

said, I saw all Israel scattered upon
the mountains, as sheep that have no
shepherd. And Jehovah said, These
have no master: let them return
every man to his house in peace.
17 And the king of Israel said to Jeho-
shaphat, Did I not tell thee that he
rophesies no good concerning me;
ut evil ?

And he said, Hear ye therefore the
word of Jehovah: I saw Jehovah
sitting upon his throne, and all the
host of heaven standing on his right
19 hand and on his left ; and Jehovah

said, Who shall entice Ahab king of

Israel that he may go up and fall at

Ramoth-Gilead? And one spoke

saying after this manner, and another
0 gaying after that manner. And there

came forth a spirit, and stood before

Jehovah and said, I will entice him.

And Jehovah said unto him, Where-
%1 with? And he said, I will go forth,

and will be a lying spirit in the

mouth of all his prophets. And he
said, Thou shalt entice [him], and
also succeed: go forth, and do so.
33 And now, behold, Jehovah has put a
lying spirit in the mouth of these
thy prophets,and Jehovah hasspoken
8 gvil concerning thee. Then Zedekiah
the son of Chenaanah went near, and
smote Micah upon the cheek, and
said, Which way now went the Spirit
of Jehovah from me to speak to thee ?
3 And Micah said, Behold, thou shalt
see on that day when thou shalt go
from chamber to chamber to hide
3 thyself. And the king of Israel said,

Take ye Micah, and carry him back

to Amon the governor of the city,
38 and to Joash the king’s son; and ye

shall say, Thus says the king: Put
this [man] in the prison, and feed
him with bread of affliction and with

18

water of affliction, until I return in
%7 peace. And Micah said, If thou re-
turn at all in peace, Jehovah has
not spoken by me. And he said,
Hearken, O peoples, all of you!

And the king of Israel and Jeho-
shaphat the king of Judah went up
3 to Ramoth-Gilead. And the king of

Israel said to Jehoshaphat, I will

disguise myself, and will enter into

the battle ; but put thou on thy robes.

And the king of Israel disguised him-

self; and they went into the battle.
8 And the king of Syria commanded

the captains of his chariots say-
ing, Fight neither with small nor
great, but with the king of Israel
8L only. And it came to pass when
the captains of the chariots saw

Jehoshaphat, that they said, That

is the king of Israel; and they sur-

rounded him to fight; and Jehosha-

phat cried out, and Jehovah helped

him; and God diverted them from
82 him. And it came to pass that when
the captains of the chariots perceived
that it was not the king of Israel,
they turned back from pursuing
him.

And a man drew a bow at a ven-
ture, and smote the king of Israel
between the fastenings and the cors-
let. And he said to the charioteer,
Turn thy hand and drive me out of
8¢ the camp ; for I am wounded.©c And

the battle increased that day ; and the

king of Israel stayed himself up in
his chariot against the Syrians until
the even; and about the time of the
going down of the sun he died.
XIX. And Jehoshaphat king of Judah
returned to his house in peace to
% Jerusalem. And Jebu the son of

Hanani, the seer, went out to meet

him, and said to king Jehoshaphat,

Shouldest thou help the ungodly,

and love them that hate Jehovah ?

Therefore is wrath upon thee from

8 Jehovah. Nevertheless there are
good things found in thee; for thou
hast put away4 the Asherahs out of

28

88

¢ Or * have sickened.’

4 Or ‘exterminated.’
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XX. And it eame to

2 Jehoshaphat to battle.

the land, and hast directed thy heart
to seek God.

And Jehoshaphat dwelt in Jeru-
salem ; and he went out again among
the people from Beersheba to mount
Ephraim, and brought them back to
Jehovah the God of their fathers.
And he set judgesin the land through-
out the fortified cities of Judah, city
by city. And he said to the judges,
Take heed what ye do; for ye judge
not for man, but for Jehovah, who
will be with you in the matter of
judgment. And now, let the terror
of Jehovah be upon you; be careful
what ye do, for there is no iniquity
with Jehovah, nor respect of persons,
nor taking of presents.—And more-
over in Jernsalem did Jehoshaphat
set some of the Levites and priests,
and of the chief fathers of Israel,
for the judgment of Jehovah and
for causes.—And they returned to
Jerusalem. And he charged them
saying, Thus shall ye do in the fear
of Jehovah faithfully and with a per-
fect heart. And what cause soever
comes to you of your brethren that
dwell in their cities, between blood
and blood, between law and com-
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mandment, statutes and ordinances, |-

ye shall even warn¢ them that they
trespass not against Jehovah, and so
wrath come upon you and upon your
brethren : this do and ye shall not
trespass. And behold, Amariah the
chief priest is over you in all matters
of Jehovah, and Zebadiah the son of
Ishmael, prince of the house of Judah,
in all the king's matters; and ye
bave the Levites before you as offi-
.cers.® Be strong and do it, and
Jehovah will be with the good.

ass after this
[that] the children of Moab, and the
children of Ammon, and with them
certain of the Maonites,! came against
And they

-

10 thou wilt hear and save.

esme and told Jehoshaphat saying, A
great multitude is come against thee
from beyond the sea, from Syria ; and
behold, they are in Hazazon-tamar,
? which is Engedi. And Jehoshaphat
feared, and set himself to seek Jeho-
vah, and proclaimed a fast through-
4out Judah. And Judah gathered
themselves together to ask [help] of
Jehovah: even out of all the cities
of Judah they came to seek Jehovah.
¢ And Jehoshaphat stood in the con-
gregation of Judah and Jerusalem,
in the house of Jehovah, before the
¢ new court; and he said, Jehovah,
God of our fathers, art not thou God
in the heavens,® and rulest thou not
over all the kingdoms of the nations ?
And in thy hand there is power and
might, and none can withstand thee.
7 Hast not thou, our God, dispossessed
the inhabitants of this land before
thy people Israel, and given it for
ever to the seed of Abraham, thy
8 friend ?® And they have dwelt
therein, and have built thee a sanc-
tuary therein for thy name, saying,
9 If evil come upon us, sword, judg-
ment, or pestilence, or famine, and
we stand before this house and before
thee—for thy name is in this house—
and ery unto thee in our distress, then
And now,
behold, the children of Ammon and
Moab, and those of mount Seir,
amongst whom thou wouldest not
let Israel go when they came out of
the land of Egypt, (for they turned
from them, and destroyed them not,)
11 behold, they reward us, in coming to
cast us out of thy possession, which
12 thou hast given us to possess. Qur
God, wilt thou not judge them ? for
we have no might in presence of this
great company which cometh against
us, neither know we what to do;
18 but our eyes are upon thee! And
all Judah stood before Jehovah, with

d Btrictly, ‘ enlighten,’ ‘ teach : of. Ex. xviii. 20.
* 8ep on Deut. 1. 15,
f The text reads ‘ Ammonites,’ but it appears

to be an error for ‘ Muonites:’ cf. 1 Chron. 1v. 4

(note), and chap. xxvi. 7 below,
¢Or ‘Art not thou the Same,~God in the

heavens:’ of. 2 8am, vii. 28,

B Or ‘ who loved thee.’
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their little ones, their wives, and their
sons.

And upon Jahaziel the son of
Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the
son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a
Levite of the sons of Asaph, upon
him came the spirit of Jehovah, in
18 the midst of the congregation; and

he said, Be attentive, all Judah,

and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
thou king Jehoshaphat. Thus saith

Jehovah unto you: Fear not, nor be

dismayed by reason of this great

multitude ; for the battle is not yours,
6 but God’s. To-morrow go down
against them: bebold, they come up
by the ascent of Ziz; and ye shall
find them at the end of the valley,
17 before the wilderness of Jeruel. Ye
shall not have to fight on this occa-
sion : set yourselves, stand and see
the salvation of Jehovah [who is]
with you. Judah and Jerusalem,
fear not nor be dismayed; to-mor-
row gooutagainstthem, and Jehovah
18 will be with you. And Jehoshaphat
bowed his head with his face to the
ground ; and all Judah and the in-
habitants of Jerusalem fell down
before Jehovah, worshipping Jeho-
18 yah. And the Levites, of the sons
of the Kohathites, and of the sons of
the Korahites, stood up to praise Je-
hovah the God of Israel with an
exceeding loud voice,

And they rose early in the morn-
ing, and went forth towards the wil-
derness of Tekoa; and as they went
forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said,
Hear me, Judah, and ye inhabitants
of Jerusalem! Believe in Jehovah

our God, and ye shall be established ;
Ze]ieve‘ his prophets, and ye shall
% prosper. And he consulted with the
eople, and appointed singers to Je-
ovah, and those that should praise

in holy splendour, as they went forth
before the armed men, and say, Give
thanks to Jehovah ; for his loving-
9 kindness [endureth] for ever. And
when they began the song of triumph

14

20

and praise, Jehovah set liers-in-wait
against the children of Ammon,Moab,
and mount Seir,who had come against
Judsah, and they were smitten. And
the children of Ammon and Moab
stood up against the inhabitants of
mount Seir, to exterminate and de-
stroy [them]; and when they had
made an end of the inhabitants of
Seir, they helped to destroy ome
another.

And Judah came on to the moun-
tain-watch! in the wilderness, and
they looked toward the multitude,
and behold, they were dead bodies
fallen to .the earth, and none had
escaped. And Jehoshaphat and his
people came to plunder the spoil of
them, and they found among them
in abundance, both riches with the
dead bodies, and precious things,
and they stripped off for themselves
more than they could carry away;
and they were three days in plunder-
ing the spoil, it was so much. And
on the fourth day they assembled
themselves in the valley of Bera-
chab, for there they blessed Jehoveh ;
therefore the name of that place
was called The valley of Berachah,*
to this day. And they returned, all
the men of Judeh and Jerusalem,
and Jehoshaphat at their head, to go
again to Jerusalem with joy; for Je-
hovah had made them to rejoice over
8 their enemies. And they came to

Jerusalem with lutes and harps and

trumpets, to the house of Jehovah.
9 And the terror of God was on all the

kingdoms of the lands, when they had

heard that Jehovah fought against
80 the enemies of Israel. And therealm
of Jehoshaphat was quiet; and his
God gave him rest round about.

And Jehoshaphat reigned over Ju-
dah: he was thirty-five years old
when he began to reign; and he
reigned twenty-five years in Jerusa-
lem ; and his mother's name was Azu-
33 bah, daughter of Shilhi. And he

walked in the way of Asa his father,

b
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1 Or ‘4 lofty place’ (Mizpah).

k Meaning, ‘ Valley of promise, or, blessing.’
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and turned not aside from it, doing

what was right in the sight of Jeho-
® yah. Only, the high places were not
removed ; and as yet the people had
not directed their hearts to the God
of their fathers.

And the rest of the acts of Jehosha-
phat, first and last, behold, they are
written in the words! of Jehu the
son of Hanani, which are inserted
in the book of the kings of Israel.

And after this Jehoshaphat king
of Judah joined himself with Ahaziah
king of Israel, who did very wicked-
88 Jy. And he joined himself with him

to make ships to go to Tarshish ; and

they made the ships in Ezion-geber.

87 And Eliezer the son of Dodavah, of
Mareshah, prophesied against Jeho-
shaphat, saying, Because thou hast
joined thyself with Ahaziah, Jehovah
has broken thy works. And the
ships were broken, and could not go
to Tarshish.

XXI. And Jehoshaphat slept with
his fathers, and was buried with his
fathers in the city of David; and
Jehoram his son reigned in his stead.

% And he had brethren, the sons of Je-
hoshaphat: Azariah and Jehiel, and

Zechariah, and Azarish, and Michael,

and Shephatiah : all these were sons

3 of Jehoshaphat king of Israel. And
their father had given them great
gifts of silver and of gold and of
recious things, besidesfortified cities

in Judah; but the kingdom he gave
to Jehoram, for he was the firstborn.

4 And Jehoram established himself
over the kingdom of his father, and
strengthened himself; and he slew
all his brethren with the sword, and

[certain] also of the princes of Israel.

8 Jehoram was thirty-two years old
when he began to reign; and he
reigned eight years in Jerusalem.

® And he walked in the way of the
kings of Israel, as did the house of

Ahab, for the danghter of Ahab was

his wife; and he did evil in the sight

34

7 of Jehovah. But Jehovah would not
destroy the house of David, because
of the covenant that he had made
with David, and as he had promised
to give to him always a lamp, and

- to his sons.

¢ In his days Edom revolted from
under the hand of Judak, and they

? get & king over themselves. And Je-
horam went over with his captains,®
and all the chariots with him ; and
he rose up by night, and smote the
Edomites who had surrounded him,

10 and the captains of the chariots. But
the Edomites revolted from under the
hand of Judah unto this day. Then
Libnah revolted at the same time
from under his hand, because he had
forsaken Jebovah the God of his
fathers.

Moreover he made high places on
the mountains of Judah, and caused
the inhabitants of Jerusalem to com-
mit fornication, and compelled® Ju-
dah [thereto] .

And there came & writing to him
from Elijah the prophet saying, Thus
saith Jehovah, the God of David
thy father: Because thou hast not
walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat
thy father, nor in the ways of Asa
18 king of Judah, but hast walked in

the way of the kings of Israel, and

hast made Judah and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem to commit fornication,
like the fornications of the house of

Ahab, and also hast slain thy breth-

ren, thy father's house who were
14 better than thyself: behold, Jehovah

will smite with a great stroke® thy

people, and thy children, and thy
18 wives, and all thy substance, and
thyself with sore? sicknesses, with
a disease of thy bowels, until thy
bowels fall out by reason of the sick-
ness day by day.

Aund Jehovah stirred up against
Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines,
and of the Arabians, who [are] near
17 the Ethiopians; and they came up

i
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L Or ‘acts.” |
m Btrictly, * princes.’

» Or ‘geduced Judah.’

° Or ‘ plague.’ P Lit. ‘many.’
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into Judah, and broke into it, and
carried away all the substance that
was found in the king's house, and
his sons also, and his wives; so
that there was no son left him, except
Jehoshaz? the youngest of his sons.
18 And after all this, Jehovah smote him
in his bowels with an incurable sick-
19 pess. And it came to pass, from day
to day, and at the time when the
second year was drawing to a close,
that his bowels fell out by reason of
his sickness, and he died in eruel
sufferings. And his people made no
burning for him, like the burning of
20 his fathers. He was thirty-two years
old when he began to reign, and he
reigned in Jerusalem eight years, and
departed without being regretted.”
And they buried him in the city of
David, but not in the sepulchres of the

kings.

XXII. And the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem made Ahaziah his youngest
son king in his stead; for the band
of men that came in the camp with
the Arabians had slain all the elder
ones. And Ahaziah the son of
Jehoram king of Judah reigned.

3 Ahaziah was twenty-two® years old
when he began to reign; and he
reigned one year in Jerusalem; and
his mother's name was Athaliah,

8 daughter of Omri. He also walked
in the ways of the house of Ahab;
for his mother was his counsellor to

¢ do wickedly. And he did evil in the
‘sight of Jehovah like the house of
Ahab; for they were his counsellors
after the death of his father, to his

8 destruction. He walked also after
their counsel, and went with Jehoram
the son of Ahab, king of Israel, to the
war against Hazael the king of Syri
at Ramoth-Gilead ; and the Syrians

¢ wounded Joram. And he returned
to be healed in Jizreel because of the
wounds that were given him at Ra-
mah, when he fought with Hazael
king of Syria. And Azariah'® the son

of Jehoram, king of Judah,went down
to see Jehoram the son of Ahab at

7 Jizreel; for he was sick. But his
coming to Joram was from God the
complete ruin of Ahaziah. And when
he had come, he went out with Jeho-
ram against Jehu the son of Nimshi,
whom Jehovah had anointed to cut

8 off the house of Ahab. And it came
to pass when Jehu was executing

judgment upon the house of Ahab,
that he found the princes of Judah,
and the sons of the brethren of Aha-
ziah, that attended upon Ahaziah,

9 and he slew them. And he sought

Ahazish ; and they caught him (for

he had hid himself in Samaria), and

brought him to Jehu, and slew him ;
and they buried him, for they said,

He is a son of Jehoshaphat, who

sought Jehovah with all his heart.

And in the house of Ahaziah there

was no one who was able to [hold)

the kingdom.

And when Athaliah the mother of
Ahaziah saw that her son was dead,
she rose up and exterminated all the
royal seed of the house of Judah.
11 But Jehoshabeath the daughter of

the king took Joash the son of Aha-

ziah and stole him from among the
king’s sons that were slain, and put
him and his purse in the bed-cham-
ber. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter
of king Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada
the priest (for she was the sister of

Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah, so
12 that she did not slay him; and he

was with them hid 1 the house of

God six years. And Athaliah reigned

over the land.

XXTIII. Arnd in the seventh year Je-
hoiada strengthened himself, and
took the captains of the hundreds, .
Azariah the son of Jeroham, and Ish-
mael the son of Jehohanan,and Aza- .
riah the son of Obed, and Maaseiah
the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphatthe
son of Zichri, into ocovenant with

% him. And they went about in Judah

10

4 Called ¢ Ahaziah,’ chap. xxii, 1.
r Lit. * desired.’

* Some MBS have ‘forty-two,’ but see 2 Kings
viii. 26. * Ahagiah,
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and gathered together the Levites out
of all the cities of Judah, and the chief
fathers of Israel; and they came to

8 Jerusalem. And all the congregation
made a covenant with the king in
the house of God. And he said to
them, Behold, the king’s son shall
reign, as Jehovah has said of the sons

4 of David. This is the thing which
ye shall do: a third part of you that
come in on the sabbath, of the priests
and of the Levites, shall be keepers

5 of the doors; and a third part shall
be at the king’s house ; and a third
part at the gate of the foundation;
and all the people shall be in the

¢ courts of the house of Jehovah. But
let none come into the house of Je-
hovah except the priests and those
of the Levites that do the service;
they shall go in, for they are holy;
but all the people shall keep the

7 watch of Jehovah. And the Levites
shall encompass the kinground about,
every man with his weapons in his
hand; and he that comes into the
house shall be put to death; and ye
shall be with the king when he comes
in and when he goes out.

8  And the Levites and all Judah did
according to all that Jehoiada the
priest commanded; and they took
every man his men, those that were to
come in on the sabbath, with them
that were to go forth on the sabbath ;
for Jehoiade the priest did not liber-

® ate the divisions. And Jehoiada the
priest gave to the captains of the hun-
dreds king David’s spears and shields
and targets, which were in the house

10 of God. And he set all the people,
every man with his javelin in his
hand, from the right side of the house
to the left side of the house, toward
the altar and the house, by the king
1 round about. And they brought
forth the king’s son, and put the
crown upon him, and {gave him]
the testimony, and made him king.
And Jehoiada and his sons anointed
him, and said, Long live the king!
And Athaliah heard the noise of

13

the people running and praising the

king, and she came to the people
18 into the house of Jehovah. And she
looked, and behold, the king stood on
his dais at the entrance, and the
princes and the trumpets were by
the king; and all the people of the
land rejoiced, and blew with trum-
pets; and the singers gwere there]
with the instruments of music, and
such as taught to sing praise. And
Athaliah rent her garments, and said,
Conspiracy! Conspiracy! And Je-
hoiada the priest brought out the
captains of the hundreds that were
set over the host, and said to them,
Lead her forth without the ranks;
and whosoever follows her, let him
be slain with the sword; for the
priest said, Ye shall not put her to
death in the house of Jeliovah. And
they made way for her, and she went
through the entrance of the horse-
gate into the king's house, and they
put her to, death there.

And Jehoiada made a covenant
between himself and all the people
and the king, that they should be the
people of Jehovah. And all the peo-
ple went into the house of Baal, and
broke it down; and they broke his
alters and his images in pieces, and
slew Mattan the priest of Baal before
the altars. And Jehoiada appointed
the offices of the house of Jehovah
under the hand of the priests, the
Levites, whom David had set by
classes over the house of Jehovah to
offer up Jehovah's burnt-offerings,
a8 it is written in the law of Moses,—
with rejoicing and with singing ac-
cording to the directions of David.
And he set the doorkeepers at the
gates of the house of Jehovah, that
no one unclean in anything should
enter in. And he took the captains
of the hundreds, and the nobles, and
the governors of the people, and all
the people of the land, and brought
down the king from the house of
Jehovah, and they came through the
upper gate into the king’s house, and

1
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set the king upon the throne of the
81 kingdom. And all the people of

the land rejoiced, and the city was

quiet ; and they had slain Athaliah
with the sword.

XX1V. Joash was seven years old
when he began to reign; and he
reigned forty years in Jerusalem
and his mother’s name was Zibiah

! of Beersheba. And Joash did what
was right in the sight of Jehovah all

8 the days of Jehoiada the priest. And
Jehoiada took for bim two wives;
and he begot sons and daughters.

4+ And it came to pass after this, that
Joash was minded to renew the house

5 of Jehovah. And he gathered to-
gether the priests and the Levites,
and said to them, Go out to the cities
of Judah and collect of all Israel
money for the repair of the house of
your God from year to year, and ye
shall hasten the matter. But the

¢ Levites hastened it not. And the
king called for Jehoiada the chief,
and said to him, Why hast thou not
required of the Levites to bring in
out of Judah and out of Jerusalem
the tribute of Moses the servant of

Jehovah [laid upon] the congrega-

tion of Israel, for the tent of the testi-

"mony? For the wicked Athaliah
Emd her sons had devastated the
ouse of God ; and also all the hallow-
ed things of the house of Jehovah
had they employed for the Baals.

And the king commanded, and
they made a chest, and set it at the
gate of the house of Jehovah with-

® out, and they made a proclamation
through Judah and Jerusalem, to
bring to Jehovah the tribute of Moses
the servant of God [laid upon] Israel

19 in the wilderness. And all the princes

and all the people rejoiced, and

brought in and oast into the chest,
until they had finished.

And it came to pass at the time the
chest was brought for the king’s con-
trol by the hand of the Levites, and
when they saw that there was much

8

un
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money, the king’s scribe and high
priest’s officer came, and they empti-
ed the chest, and took it, and carried
it to its place again. Thus they did
day by day, and gathered money in
asbundance. And the king and Je-
hoiada gave it to such as did the work
of the service of the house of Jehovah,
and they hired masons and carpenters
to renew the house of Jehovah, and
also such as wrought in iron and
bronze, to repair the house of Jeho-
vah. 8o the workmen wrought, and
the work was perfected by them,
and they set the house of God in its
state, and strengthened it. And
when they had finished, they brought
the rest of the money before the
king and Jehoiada; and they made
of it vessels for the house of Jeho-
vah, utensils to minister, and with
which to offer up, and cups, and
utensils of gold and silver. And they
offered up burnt-offerings in the house
of Jehovah continually all the days of
Jehoiada.

And Jehoiada grew old and was
full of days, and he died ; he was a
hundred and thirty years old when
he died. And they buried him in
the city of David among the kings,
because he had done good in Israel,
both toward God and toward his
house.

And after the death of Jehoiada
the princes of Judah came and made
obeisance to the king ; then the king
hearkened to them. And they for-
sook the house of Jehovah the God
of their fathers, and served the Ashe-
rahs and idols;* and wrath came
upon Judah and Jerusalem for this
their trespass. And he sent prophets
among them to bring them again to
Jehovah, and they testified against
them ; but they would not give ear.

And the Spirit of God came upon
Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the
priest ; and he stood up above the
people and said unto them, Thus saith
God : Wherefore do ye transgress the

v Or ‘ images;” as 2 Sam. v. 2L
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commandments of Jehovah? And
ye cannot prosper; for ye have for-
saken Jehovah, and he hath forsaken

21 you. And they conspired against
him, and stoned him with stones at
the command of the king in the court

22 of the house of Jehovah. And king
Joash remembered not the kindness
which Jehoiada his father had done
to him, but slew his son. And when
he died, he said, Jehovah see and
require [it]!

%  And it came to pass at the end of
the year [that] the army of Syria
came up against him; and they
entered into Judah and Jerusalem,
and destroyed all the princes of the
people from among the people, and
gent all the spoil of them to the king

4 gt Damascus. Truly with a small
company of men came the army of
the Syrians, but Jehovah delivered a
very great army into their hand, be-
cause they had forsaken Jehovah the
God of their fathers; and they ex-

% gcuted judgment upon Joash. And
when they had departed from him
(for they left him in great diseases),
his own servants conspired against
him for the blood of the sons of
Jehoiada the priest, and slew him
on his bed, and he died; and they
buried him in the city of David, but
they did not bury him in the sepul-

36 chres of the kings. And these are
they that conspired against him:
Zabad the son of Shimeath an Am-
monitess, and Jehozabad the son of

37 Shimrith a Moabitess. And as to
his sons, and the greatness of the
burdens¥ [laid] upon him, and the
building= of the house of God, behold,
they ‘are written in the treatise of
the book of the kings, And Amaziah
his gon reigned in his stead.

XXV. Amaziah was twenty-five years
old [when] he began to reign; and
he reigned twenty-nine years in Jeru-
salem ; and his mother’s name was

2 Jehoaddan of Jeruselem. And he
did what was right in the sight of

Jehovah, yet not with a perfect heart.

8 And it came to pass when the king-
dom was established unto him, that he
killed his servants who had smitten

¢ the king his father. But their chil-
dren he did not put to death, but [did]
according to that which is written in
the law in the book of Moses, wherein
Jehovah commanded saying, The
fathers shall not die for the children,
nor shall the children die for the
fathers, but every man shall die for
his own sin,

&  And Amazish gathered Judah to-
gether and arranged them according
to the fathers’ houses, according to
the captains of thousends and the
captains of hundreds, throughout Ju-
dah and Benjamin ; and he numbered
them from twenty years old and up-
wards, and found them three hundred
thousand choice men, able for mili-
tary service, that could handle spear

¢ and target. He hired also a hundred
thousand mighty men of valour out
of Isrgel for a hundred talents of

" gilver. But there came & man of
God to him, saying, O king, let not
the host of Israel go with thee; for
Jehovah is not with Israel, [with] all

8 the children of Ephraim. But if thou
wilt go, do [it]; be strong for the
battle : God will make thee fall before
the enemy, for there is with God
power to help and to cast down.

? And Amazish said to the man of
God, But what is to be done for the
hundred talents which I have given
to the troop of Israel ? And the man
of God said, Jehovah is able to

10 give thee much more than this. Then

Amaziah separated them,—the troop
that was come io him out of Ephraim,
—t0 go home again. And their anger
was greatly kindled against Judah,
and they returned home in fierce
anger.

11 But Amaziah strengthened himself,

and led forth his people, and went to
the valley of salt, and smote of the

12 ghildren of Seir ten thousand. And

¥ Or ‘ tribute.’

= Lit. ‘ founding.’
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the children of Judah took ten thou-
sand captive, alive, and brought them
to the top of the cliff, and cast them
down from the top of the cliff, so that
they all were broken in pieces. But
those¥ of the troop that Amaziah
had sent back, that they should not
go with him to battle, fell upon the
cities of Judab from Samaria as far as
Beth-horon, and smote three thou-
sand of them, and took much spoil.

And it came to pass after Amaziah
was come from the slanghter of the
Edomites, that he bronght the gods
of the children of 8eir, and set them
up to be his gods, and bowed himself
down before them, and burned in-
cense to them. And the anger of
Jehovah was kindled against Ama-
ziah, and he sent to him a prophet,
who said to him, Why dost thou seek
after the gods of a people who have
not delivered their own people out
of thy hand? And it came to pass
a8 he talked with him, that [Ama-
ziah] said to him, Hast thou been
made the king’s counsellor? For-
bear; why shouldest thou be smitten ?
Then the prophet forbore, and said,
I know that God has determined to
destroy thee, because thou hast done
this, and hast not hearkened to my
counsel.

And Amaziah king of Judah took
counsel, and sent to Joash the son of
Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of
Israel, saying, Come, let us look one
another in the face. And Joash king
of Israel sent to Amaziah king of
Judah, saying, The thorn-bush that
is in Lebanon sent to the cedar that
is in Lebanon, saying, Give thy
daughter to my son as wife; and
there passed by the wild beast that is
in Lebanon, and trode down the
thorn-bush. Thou thinkest, Lo, thou
hast smitten Edom; and thy heart
has lifted thee up to boast: abide
now at home; why shouldest thou
contend with misfortune, that thou
shouldest fall, thou and Judah with

%0 thee ? But Amaziah would not hear ;
for it was of God, that he might de-
liver them into [the enemy’s] hand,
because they had sought after the

9 gods of Edom. And Joash king of
Israel went up; and they looked
one another in the face, he and
Amazish king of Judah, at Beth-

2% ghemesh, which is in Judah. And
Judah was routed before Israel ; and
they fled every man to his tent.

28 And Joash king of Israel took Ama-
ziah king of Judah, the son of Joash °
the son of Jehoahaz, at Beth-she-
mesh, and brought him to Jerusalem,
and he broke down the wall of Jeru-
salem from the gate of Ephraim to
the corner gate, four hundred cubits.

2 And he [took] all the gold and the

silver, and all the vessels that were

found in the house of God with Obed-

Edom, and the treasures of the king’s

house, and hostages, and returned to

Samaria.

And Amazish the son of Joash,
king of Judah, lived after the death of
Joash son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel,
2 fifteen years, And the rest of the

acts of Amaziah, first and last, be-

hold, are they not written in the book
of the kings of Judah and Israel ?

17 And from the time that Amaziah
turned aside from following Jehovah,
they made a conspiracy against him
in Jerusalem ; and he fled to Lachish ;
and they sent after him to Lachish,

% and slew him there. And they
brought him on horses, and buried
him with his fathers in the city of
Judah.

XXVI. And all the people of Judah
took Uzziah, who was sixteen years
old, and made him king instead of

% his father Amaziash. It was he that
built Eloth,® and restored it to Judah,
after the king slept with his fathers.

8 Uzziah wae sixteen years old when
he began to reign; and he reigned
fifty-two years in Jerusalem; and his
mother’s name was Jacholiah of Jeru-

¢ salem. And he did what was right

%

7 Heb, ‘ the sons.’

s Elath, 2 Kings xiv. 22,
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in the sight of Jehovah, according
to all that his father Amaziah had

% done. And he sought God in the
days of Zechariah, who had under-
standing in the visions of God, and
in the days that he sought Jehovah,

¢ God made him to prosper. And he
went forth and fought against the
Philistines, and broke down the wall
of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and
the wall of Ashdod, and built cities
about Ashdod, and among the Philis-

" tines. And God helped him against
the Philistines, and against the
Arabians that dwelt in Gur-Bael,

5 and the Maonites. Andthe Ammon-
ites gave gifts to Uzziah: and his
name spread abroad to the entrance
of Egypt; for he became exceeding

® atrong. And Ugzziah built towers in
Jerusalem at the corner gate, and at
the valley gate, and at the angle, and
10 fortified them. And he built towers
in the desert and digged many ecis-
terns ; for he had much cattle, both
in the lowland ® and on the plateau,
husbandmen [aleo] and vinedressers
on the mountains and in Carmel;
1 for he loved husbandry. And Uzziah
had an army of fighting men, that
went out to war by bands, according
to the number of their account by
the band of Jeiel the scribe and
Maaseiah the ruler,” under the hand
of Hananiah, one of the king’s cap-
13 tains, The whole number of the
chief fathers of the mighty men of
valour was two thousand six hun-
18 dred. And under their hand was an
army-host of three hundred and seven
thousand five hundred, that made
war with mighty power to help the
M king against the enemy. And Uzziah
Erepared for them, throughout the
ost, shields, and spears, and hel-
mets, and coats of mail, and bows,
15 gnd even slinging-stones. And he
made in Jerusalem machines in-
vented by skilful men, to be upon the
towers and upon the bulwarks, where-
with to shoot arrows and great stones.

And his name spread far abroad ; for
he was marvellously helped, till he
becarne strong.

But when he became strong his
heart was lifted up to [his] downfall ;¢
and he transgressed against Jehovah
his God, and went into the temple of
Jehovah to burn incense upon the
17 gltar of incense. And Azariah the

priest went in after him, and with

him priests of Jehovah, eighty valiant

12 men ; and they withstood Uzziah the

king, and said to him, It is not for

thee, Uzzial, to burn incense to Je-
hovah, but for the priests the sons
of Aaron, thatare consecrated to burn
incense. Go out of the sanctuary;
for thou hast transgressed; neither
shall it be for thine honour from Je-
hovah Elohim. And Uzziah was
wroth; and he had a censer in his
hand to burn incense; and while he
was wroth with the priests, the lep-
rosy rose up in his forehead before
the priests m the house of Jehovah,
beside the incense altar. And Aza-
riah the chief priest and all the
priests looked upon him, and be-
hold, he was leprous in his forehead,
and they thrust him out from thence;
even he himself hasted to go out, be-
eause Jehovah had smitten him,

And Uzziah the king was a leper to

the day of his death, and dwelt in a

separate house, being a leper; for he

was cut off from the house of Jehovah.

And Jotham his son was over the

king’s house, judging the people of

the land.

And the rest of the acts of Uzziah,
first and last, did the prophet Isaiah
the son of Amoz write. And Uzziah
slept with his fathers; and they
buried him with his fathers in the
burial-ground of the kings, for they
said, He is a leper. And Jotham his
son reigmed in his stead.

XXVII. Jotham wastwenty-five years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem;
and his mother’s name was Jerushah,

18

* The Shephelah.

b Or ‘officer,” as Deut, i. 15,

¢ Or ‘to act corruptly.’
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9 daughter of Zadok. And he did
what was right in the sight of Jeho-
vah, according to all that his father
Uzziah had done; only he entered.
not into the temple of Jehevah. And

8 the people still acted corruptly.? It
was he who built the upper gate of
the house of Jehovah, and on the

¢ wall of Ophel® he built much. And
he built cities in the hill-country of
Judah, and in the forests he built

8 castles and towers. And he fought
against the king of the children of
Ammon, and overcame them. And
the children of Ammon gave him the
same year & hundred talents of silver,
and ten thousand measures! of
wheat, and ten thousand of barley.
This the children of Ammon brought
again to him also in the second year,

S and in the third. And Jotham be-
came strong, for he prepared® his
ways before Jehovah his God.

7 And the rest of the acts of Jotham,
and all his wars, and his ways, behold,
they are written in the book of the

8 kings of Israel and Judah. He was
twenty-five years old when he began
to reign; and he reigned sixteen

® years 1n Jerusalem.. And Jotham
slept with his fathers, and they buried
him in the city of David; and Ahaz
his son reigned in his stead. .

XXVIII. Ahaz was twenty years old
when he began to reign; end he
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem.
And he did not what was right in
the sight of Jehovah, like David his

8 father, but walked in the ways of the
kings of Israel, and even made mol-

® ten images for the Baals; and he
burned incense® in the valley of the
son of Hinnom, and burned his sons
in the fire, according to the abomina-
tions of the nations that Jehovah
had dispossessed from before the

¢ children of Israel. And he sacrificed
and burned incense on the high
places, and on the hilla, and under

® gvery green tree. Therefore Jehovah
his God gave him into the hand of
the king of Syria; and they smote
him, and carried away a great multi-
tude of them captives, and brought
them to Damascus. And he was
also given into the hand of the king
of Israel, who smote him with a
great slaughter. And Pekah the son
of Remaliah slew in Judah & hundred
and twenty thousand in one day, all
valiant men, because they had for-
gsaken Jehovah the God of their
fathers. And Zichri, a mighty man
of Ephraim, slew Masseiah the king's
son, and- Azrikam the governor of
the house, and Elkanah the second
to the king. And the children of
Israel carried away captive of their
brethren twoe hurdred thousand, wo-
men, sons, and daughters, and took
away also much spoil from them,
and brought the spoil to Samaria.
But a prophet. of Jehovah was
there, whose name was Oded; and
he went out before the host that came
to Samaria, and said unte them, Be-
hold, because Jehovah the God of
our fathers was wroth with Judah,
16 gave them into your hand, and ye
haveslainthem in a rage that reaches
up to heaven. And now ye think to
subjugate the children of Judah and
Jerusalem as your bondmen and
bondwomen. Are there not with
you, even with you, trespasses against
Jehovah your God? And now hear
me, and send back the captives again,
whom ye have taken captive of your
brethren ; for the fierce wrath of Je-
hovah is upon you. And certain of
the heads of the children of Ephraim,
Azariah the son of Johanan, Bere-
chiah the som of Meshillemoth, and
Hezekiah the sem of Shallum, and
Amass the son of Hadlai, stood up
sgainst them that came from the
18 war, and said to them, Ye shall not
bring in the captives hither ; because,

-

=
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4 Or * corrupted themselves.”
¢ Portion of Jerusalem lying south-west of the

temple mount.

f Heh, ‘ cors.”
¢ Or ‘disposed.’
& Or ‘offered burnt-offerings.’
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for our guilt before Jehovah, ye think
to increase our sins and our tres-
passes: for our trespass is great, and
fierce wrath is upon Israel. Then the
armed men left the captives and
the spoil before the princes and all
the congregation. And the men that
have been expressed by name rose
up, and took the captives, and with
the spoil clothed all that were naked
emong them, and arrayed them, and
shod them, and gave them to eat and
to drink, and anointed them, and car-
ried all the feeble of them on asses,
and brought them to Jericho the city
of palm-trees, to their brethren. And
they returned to Samaria.

At that time king Ahaz sent to the
kings of Assyria to help him. And
again the Edomites came and smote
Judah, and carried away captives.
And the Philistines invaded the cities
of the lowland, and of the south .of

Judah, and took Beth-shemesh, and |-

Ajalon, and Gederoth, and Socho
and its dependent villages, and Tim-

nab and its dependent villages, and |

Guimzo and its dependent villages ;
and they dwelt there. For Jehovah
humbled Judah because of Ahaz king
of Israel, for he had made Judah law-
less, and transgressed much against
Jehovah. And Tilgath-Pilneser king
of Assyria came to him, and troubled
him, and did not support him. For
Ahaz stripped! the house of Jehovah,
and the house of the king and of the
princes, and gave to the king of
Asgasyria; but he was of no help to
him.

And in the time of his trouble he
transgressed yet more against Jeho-
vah, this king Ahaz. And he sa-
crificed to the gods of Damascus,
which had smitten him ; and he said,
Bince the gods of the kings of Syria
help them, I will sacrifice to them,
that they may help me. But they
were the ruin of him, and of all Is-
% rael. And Ahaz gathered the vessels
of the house of God, and cut in pieces

the vessels of the house of God, and
closed the doors of the house of Je-
hovah, and he made for himself
altars in every corner of Jerusalem.

% And in every several city of Judah
he made high places to burn incense
to other gods, and provoked to anger

8 Jehovah the God of his fathers. And
the rest of his acts, and all his ways,
first and last, behold, they are written
in the book of the kings of Judah and

37 Israel. Aud Ahaz slept with his fa-
thers, and they buried him in the city,
in Jerusalem ; but they brought him
not into the sepulchres of the kings
of Israel.. And Hezekiah his son
reigned in his stead.

XXIX. Hezekiah began to reign being
twenty-five years old ; and he reigned
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem; and
his mother’s name was Abijah, daugh-

% ter of Zechariah. And he did what
was right.in the sight of Jehovah,
according to all that David his father
had done.

8 He, in.the first year of his reign,
in the first month, opened the doors
of the house of Jehovah, and repaired

¢ them. And he brought in the priests
and the Levites, and gathered them

5 into the open place eastward; and
he said to them, Hear me, ye Levites :
hallow yourselves new, and hallow
the house of Jehovah the God of your
fathers, and carry forth the filthiness

¢ out of the sanctuary. For our
fathers have transgressed, and done
evil in thae sight of Jehovah our God,
and have forsakem him and turned
away their faces from the habita-
tion* of Jehovah, and have turned

7 their backs. Also they have shut
up the doors of the porch, and put
out the lamps, and have not burned
ineense nor offered up burnt-offer-
ings in the sanctuary to the God of

8 Israel. Therefore the wrath of Jeho-
vah has been upon Judah and Jeru-
salem, and he has delivered them to
vexation,! to desolation, and to hiss-

? ing, a8 ye see with your eyes. And

{ Lit, *divided.’

k Or ‘ tabernacle:’ cf, Ex, xxv, 9, } Or ‘to be driven hither and thither.’
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behold, our fathers have fallen by the
sword, and our sons and our daugh-
ters and our wives are in captivity
10 for this. Now it is in my heart to
make a covenant with Jehovah the
God of Israel, that his fierce anger
1 may turn away from us. My sons,
be not now negligent; for Jehovah
has chosen you to stand before him,
to do service unto him, and to be his
ministers and incense-burners.™
Then the Levites rose up, Mahath
the son of Amasai and Joel the son
of Azariah, of the sons of the Kohath-
ites ; and of the sons of Merari, Kish
the son of Abdi and Azariah the
son of Jehalleleel; and of the Ger-
shonites, Joah the son of Zimmah
and Eden the son of Joah ; and of the
sons of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeiel;
and of the sons of Asaph, Zecha-
riah and Mattaniah; and of the sons
of Heman, Jehiel and Shimei; and
of the sons of Jeduthun, Shemaiah
and Uzziel. And they gathered their
brethren, and hallowed themselves,
and came, according to the com-
mandment of the king by the words
of Jehovah, to cleanse the house of
Jehovah, And the priests went into
the inner part of the house of Jeho-
vah to cleanse it, and carried forth
all the uncleanness that they found in
the temple of Jehovah, into the court
of the house of Jehovah. And the
Levites took it to carry it forth into
the brook Kidron. And they began
on the first of the first month to hal-
low, and on the eighth day of the
month they came to the porch of Je-
hovah; and they hallowed the house
of Jehovah eight days; and on the
sixteenth day of the first month they
made an eng. And they went in to
king Hezekiah, and said, We have
cleansed all the house of Jehovah,
and the altar of burnt-offering with
all its vessels, and the table of the
[bread] to be set in rows, and all its
19 yessels; and all the vessels that king
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Ahsaz in his reign cast away® in
his transgression® have we prepared
and hallowed, and behold, they are
before the altar of Jehovah.

And Hezekiah the king arose early,
and gathered the princes of the city,
and went up to the house of Jeho-
vah. And they brought seven bul-
locks, and seven rams, and seven
lambs, and seven he-goats for a sin-
offering for the kingdom, and for the
sanctuary, and for Judah. And he
commanded the priests the sons of
Aaron to offer? [them] upon the altar
of Jehovah. And they slaughtered
the bullocks, and the priests received
the blood, and sprinkled it on the
altar; and they slaughtered the rams,
and sprinkled the blood on the altar ;
and they slaughtered the lambs, and
sprinkled the blood on the altar.
And they brought near the he-goats
of the sin-offering before the king
and the congregation; and they laid
their hands upon them. And the
priests slaughtered them, and they
made purification for sin with their
blood upon the altar, to make an
atonement for all Israel ; because for
all Israel, said the king, is the burnt-
offering and the sin-offering. And
he set the Levites in the house of
Jehovah with cymbals, with lutes,
and with harps, according to the
commandment of David, and of Gad
the king's seer, and of Nathan the
prophet; for the commandment was
of Jehovah through his prophets.
And the Levites stood with the in-
struments of David, and the priests
with the trumpets. And Hezekiah
commanded to offer up the burnt-
offering on the altar. And at the
moment the burnt-offering began,
the song of Jehovah began, and the
trumpets, accompanied by the? in-
struments of David king of Ierael.
And all the congregation worshipped,
and the singers sang, and the trum-
peters sounded, all {the time] until

burnt-offerings,” &c.

= Applying as well to ¢
' ’ o Or 'unfaithfulness.”

® Or ‘ profaned.

» by, ‘offer up,’ as Lev. xiv. 20,
4 Or ‘according to the ordinance of the.’
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9 the burnt-offering was finished. And
when they had ended offering the
burnt-offering, the king and all that
wers present with him bowed them-

80 golves and worshipped. And king

Hezekiah and the princes command-

ed the Levites to sing praise to Jeho-

vah with the words of David and of

Asaph the seer. And they sang

praises with gladness, and bowed

their heads and worshipped.

And Hezekiah answered and said,
Now ye have consecrated yourselves
to Jehovah,come near and bring sa-
crifices and thank-offerings into the
house of the Lord. And the congrega-
tion brought in sacrifices and thank-
offerings; and as many as were of a
willing heart, burnt-offerings. And
the number of the burnt-offerings,
which the congregation brought, was
seventy bullocks, a hundred rams,two
hundred lambs : all these were for a
burnt-offering to Jehovah. And the
consecrated things were six hundred
oxen and three thousand sheep. Only
the priests were too few, and they
could not flay all the burnt-offerings;
therefore their brethren the Levites
helped them, until the work was
ended, and until the priests had
hallowed themselves; for the Levites
were more upright in heart to hallow
themselves than the priests. And
also the burnt-offerings were in dbun-
dance, with the fat of the peace-offer-
ings, and with the drink-offerings for
the burnt-offering. And the service
of the house of Jehovah was set in
order. And Hezekinh rejoiced, and
all the people, that God had prepared
the people; for the thing was dome
suddenly.

XXX. And Hezekiah sent to all Israel
and Judah, and wrote letters also to
Ephraim and Manasseh, that they
should come to the house of Jehovah
at Jerusalem, to hold the pagsover to

1 Johovah the God of Israel. And the
king took counsel, and his princes,
and the whole congregation in Jeru-

81
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-
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3

salem, to hold the passover in the
% gecond mouth. For they could not
keep it at that time, because the
priests had not hallowed themselves
1n sufficient number, neither had the
people been gathered together to
¢ Jerusalem. And the thing pleased*
the king and the whole congregation.
8 So they established a decree to make
%rocls.mation throughout Ierael from
eersheba even to Dan, that they
should come to hold the passover to
Jehovah the God of Israel, at Jeru-
salem ; because they had not held it
for a long time as it was written.
¢ And the couriers went with the letters
from the king and his princes through-
out Israel and Judah, and according
to the commandment of the king,
saying, Ye children of Israel, return
to Jehovah the God of Abrahsm,
Isaac, and Israel, and he will return
to the remnant of you that are
escaped out of the hand of the kings
7 of Assyria., Aund be not like your
fathers and like your brethren, who
transgressed against Jehovah the
God of their fathers, so that he gave
them up to desolation, as ye see.
8 Now, harden not your necks, 88 your
fathers; yield yourselves®toJehovah,
and come to his sanctuary, which he
has sanctified for ever; and serve
Jehovah your God, that the fierceness
of his anger may turn away from you.
® For if ye return to Jehovah, your
-brethren and your children shall find
compassion with these that have ear-
ried them captive, so that they shall |
come again unto this land ; for Jeho- |
vah your Godisgracious and mevoiful,
and will not turn away his face from
you, if ye return to him.

And the couriers passed from eity
to city through the country of Eph-
raim and Manasaeh, even to Zebulun ;
but they laughed them to soorn and
1 mocked them. Nevertheless certain

of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebu-

lun humbled themselves and ceme
12 to Jerusalem. The hand of God was

10

r Lit. ‘ was right in the eyes of.’

¢ Heb. ‘ offer the hand.’
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also upon Judah to give them one

heart to do the commandment of the

king and of the princes, by the word
18 of Johovah. And there assembled

at Jerusalem much people to hold

the feast of unleavened bread in the

second month, a very great congre-
14 gation. And they rose up and took
away the altars that were in Jeru-
salem; and they took away all the
incense-altars, and cast them into
the torrent Kidron.

And they slaughtered the passover
on the fourteenth of the second
month; and the priests and the
Levites were agshamed, and hallowed
themselves; and they brought the
burnt-offerings into the house of Je-
16 hovah. And they stood in their place

after their custom, according to the

law of Moses the man of God: the
priests sprinkled the blood [receiving
17 jt] from the hand of the Levites. For
there were many in the congregation
that were not hallowed ; therefore the
Levites had the charge of the slaugh-
tering of the passover-lambs for every
one not clean, to hallow them unto
18 Johovah. For a multitude of the
people, many of Ephraim and Ma-
nasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had
not cleansed themselves, and they
ate the passover otherwise than it
was written, But Hezekiah prayed
for them saying, Jehovah, who is

18

18 good, forgive! every one that has|

directed his heart to seek God, Jeho-

vah the God of his fathers, although

not according to the purification of

%0 the sanctuary. And Jehovah heark-

ened to Hezekiah, and healed the
eople.

And the children of Israel, that
were present at Jerusalem, held the
feast of unleavened bread seven days
with great gladness ; and the Levites
and the priests praised Jehovah day
by day, with the instruments of praise
93 to Jehovah. And Hezekiah spoke

consolingly to all the Levites that

al

had understanding in the good know-
ledge of Jehovah; and they ate the
feast-offerings the seven days, sacri-
ficing peace-offerings, and extolling
Jehovah the God of their fathers.

And the whole congregation took
couneel to observe other seven days;
and they observed the seven days
% with gladness. For Hezekiah king

of Judah gave to the congregation as

heave-offering: a thousand bullocks
and seven thousand sheep; and the

princes gave to the congregation a

thousand bullocks and ten thousand

sheep ; and a great number of priests
# hallowed themselves. And the whole
congregation of Judah, with the
priests and the Levites, and all the
congregation that came out of Israel,
and the strangers that came out of
the land of Israel, and that dwelt in
8 Judah, rejoiced. And there was great
joy in Jerusalem; for since the time
of Solomon the son of David, king of

Israel, there had not been the like
%7 in Jerusalem. And the priests the

Levites arose and blessed the people ;

and their voice was heard, and their

prayer came up to His holy habita-

tion, to the heavens.
XXXI. And when all this was finished,

all Israel that were present went out
. to the cities of Judah, and broke the
columns,” and hewed down the Ashe-
rahs, and demolished the high places
and the altars in all Judah and
Benjamin, in Ephraim aleo and Ma-
nagseh, until they had destroyed them
all. And all the children of Iasrael
returned every man to his posses-
sion, into their cities.

And Hezekiah appointed the divi-
sions of the priests, and the Levites
after their divisions, every man ac-
cording to his service, as well the
priests as the Levites, for burnt-offer-
ings and for peace-offerings, to serve
and to give thanks and to praise in
the gates of the courts ™ of Jehovah.
And [he ordered] that the king's

tOr ‘make atonement for:’ cf. Deut. xxi. 8;
xxxii. 43,

v Or ‘statues ’ cf. 1 Kings xiv. 28,
w Lit. ‘camps:’ cf.1 Chron. ix. 18, 19.
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portion [should be taken] from his
substance for the burnt-offerings : for
the morning and evening burnt-offer-
ings, for the burnt-offerings of the
sabbaths, and of the new moons, and
of the set feasts, as it is written
in the law of Jehovah. And he
commanded the people that dwelt
in Jerusalem to give the portion of
the priests and the Levites, that
they might be encouraged in the
law of Jehovah. And as soon as
the commandment was published,
the children of Israel gave in abun-
dance the firstfruits of corn, new
wine and oil and honey, and of all
the increase of the field; and they
brought in abundantly the tithe of
all [things]. And the children of Is-
rael and of Judah, that dwelt in the
cities of Judah, they also brought
the tithe of oxen and sheep, and the
tithe of holy things which were con-
gsecrated to Jehovah their God, and
laid them by heaps. In the third
month they began to lay the heaps,
and finished them in the seventh
month. And Hezekiah and the
“princes came and saw the heaps, and
they blessed Jehovah, and his people
Israel. And Hezekiah questioned the
priests and the Levites concerning the
heaps. And Azariab the chief priest
of the house of Zadok spoke to him
and said, Since they began to bring
the heave-offerings into the house of
Jehovah, we have eaten and been
satisfied and have left plenty; for
Jehovah has blessed his people; and
what is left is this great store.

And Hezekiah commanded to pre-
pare chambers in the house of Jeho-
vah ; and they prepared [them], and
brought in the heave-offerings and
the tithes and the dedicated things
faithfully ; and over these Cononiah
the Levite was ruler, and Shimei
his brother was second. And Jehiel,
and Azaziah, and Nahath, and Asa-
hel, and Jerimoth, and Jozabad, and
Eliel, and Jismachiah, and Mahath,

1

1

b}
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and Benaiash were overseers under
the hand of Cononiah and S8himei his
brother, at the command of Hezekiah
the king and Azariah the ruler of the
house of God.

And Kore the son of Jimnah the
Levite, the doorkeeper toward the
east, was over the voluntary-offerings
of God, to distribute the heave-offer-
ings of Jehovah, and the most holy
things. And under him were Eden
and Miniamin and Jeshua and She-
maiah, Amariah and Shecanish, in
the cities of the priests, in [their] set
trust,* to make distributions? to their
brethren by [their] divisions, to the
great as to the small, besides those
from three years old and upward who
as males were entered in the genea-
logical register,—all that came into
the house of Jehoval, as the duty of
every day required, for their service
in their charges, according to their
divisions,—both to the priests en-
registered according to their fathers’
houses, and to the Levites from twen-
ty years old and upward, in their
charges, by their divisions, and to all
their little ones, their wives, and their
sons, and their daughters, the whole
congregation of those entered in the
register ; for in their trust” they hal-
9 lowed themaselves to be holy.* And
for the sons of Aaron the priests who
were in the country, in the suburbs
of their cities, there were, in every
several city, men expressed by name,
togive portionstoall the malesamong
the priests, and to all the Levites that
were entered in the register.

And thus did Hezekiah throughout
Judah, and wrought what was good
and right and true before Jehovah
his God. And in every work that he
undertook in the service of the house
of God, and in the law, and in the
commandments, to seek his God, he
did :1t with all his heart and pros-

ered.

s

a

=1

After these things and this
faithfulness, Sennacherib king of As-

x Or ‘ faithfully.’ v Lit. “togive.’ sOr°

in their faithfulness.’

& Lit. ‘in holiness.’
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syria came and entered into Judah,
and encamped against the fortified
cities, and thought to break into
! them. And when Hezekiah saw that
Sennacherib was come, and that he
was minded to fight against Jerusa-
% Jem, he took counsel with his princes
and his mighiy men to stop the foun-
tains of waters that were outside the
$ city; and they helped him. And
there was gathered together much
people, and they stopped all the
fountains, and the torrent that flows
through the midst of the land, say-
ing, Why should the kings of Assyria
8 come and find much water? And
he strengthened himself, and built
up all the wall that was broken down,
and raised it up to the towers, and
[built] another wall outside, and for-
tified the Millo® of the city of David,
and made darts and shields in abun-
¢ dance. And he set captains of war
over the people, and agsembled them
to him on the open place at the gate
of the city, and spoke consolingly to
7 them saying, Be strong and coura-
geous, be not afraid nor dismayed for
the king of Assyria, nor for all the
multitude that is with him ; for there
are more with us than with him:
8 with him is an arm of flesh, but with
us is Jehovah our God to help us
and to fight our battles. And the
eople depended upon the words of
Elezekin,h king of Judah.

After this, Sennacherib king of As-
syria sent his servants to Jerusalem
(gl?t he himself was before Lachish,

and all his power with him), unto

Hezekiah king of Judah, and unto all

Judah that were at Jerusalem, say-
10 ing, Thus says Sennacherib king of

Assyria: On what do ye rely that ye

abide in the siege in Jerusalem ?
11 Does not Hezekiah persuade you, to

give yourselves over to die by famine
and by thirst, saying, Jehovah our

God will deliver us out of the hand
13 of the king of Assyria? Has not the

same Hezekiah removed his high

places and his altars, and command-
ed Judah and Jerusalem gaying, Ye
shall worship before one altar, and
18 burn incense upon it? Do ye not
know what I and my fathers¢ have
done to all the peoples of the coun-
tries ? 'Were the gods of the nations
of the countries in any wise able to
deliver their country out of my hand ?
¥ Who is there among all the gods of
those nations that my fathers have
utterly destroyed, that was able to
deliver his people out of my hand,
that your God should be able to de-
18 liver you out of my hand ? And now,
let not Hezekiah deceive you, nor
persuade you in this manner, neither
yeot believe him; for no god of any
nation or kingdom was able to deliver
his people out of my hand, nor out of
the hand of my fathers; how much
less shall your God deliver you out
of my hand ?

And his servants spoke yet more
against Jehovah, the [true] God, and
17 against his servant Hezekiah. Andhe

wrote a letterd to rail at Jehovah the

God of Israel, and to speak against

him saying, As the gods of the nations

of the countries have not delivered
their people out of my hand, so shall
not the God of Hezekiah deliver his
18 people out of my hand. And they
cried with a loud voice in the Jewish

[language] to the people of Jerusalem

that were on the wall, to frighten

them and to trouble them; that
1 they might take the city. And they
sﬁoko of the God of Jerusalem as of
the gods of the peoples of the earth,
% the work of man's hand. And be.
cause of this, king Hezekiah and the
prophet Isaish the son of Amoz
u grayed and cried to heaven. And
ehovah sent an angel, who cut off

all the mighty men of valour, and
the princes and the gaptains in the
camp of the king of Assyria. And
he returned with shame of face to
his own land. And when he was

18

come into the house of his god, they

® Or ‘ the citadel.’ ¢ Qr ’ predecessors.”

8ee Rawlinson in loco, 4 Lit, “ letters.”
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that came forth of his own bowels

made him fall there with the sword.
3 And Jehovah saved Hezekiah and

theinhabitants of Jerusalem from the

hand of Sennacherib the king of As-

syria, and from the hand of all, and
8 protected them on every side. And
many brought gifts unto Jehovah to
Jerusalem, and precious things to
Hezekish king of Judah ; and he was
thenceforth magnified in the sight of
all the nations.

In those days Hezekiah was sick
unto death,and he prayed to Jehovah;
and he spoke to him and gave him
8 g gign. %out Hezekiah rendered not

again according to the benefit [done%

to him, for his heart was lifted up ; an

there was wrath upon him, and upon
38 Judah and Jerusalem. And Heze-
kiah humbled himeelf for the pride
of his heart, he and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of
Jehovah eame not upon them in the
days of Hezekiah.

And Hezekiah had very much
riches and honour; and he made
himself treasuries for silver, and for
gold, and for precious stones, and
for spices, and for shields, and for all
% manner of pleasant vessels; store-

houses also for the increase of corn

and new wine and oil, and stalls for
all manner of beasts, and [he procur-
% od] flocks for the stalls. And he
provided® for himself cities, and pos-
sessions of flocks and herds in abun-
dance ; for God gave him very much
8 gubstance. Andhe,Hezekiah,stopped
the upper outlet of the waters of Gi-
hon, and brought it straight down? to
the west side of the city of David. And

Hezekiah prospered in ell his works.
81 However in {the matter of | the am-
bassadors of the princes of Babylon,
who sent to him to inquire of the
wonder that was done in the land,
God left him, to try him, that he
might know all [that was] in his
heart.

And the rest of the acts of Heze-

L)

17

kiah and his good deeds,® behold,
they are written in the vision of the
prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz in
the book of the kings of Judah and
88 Israel. And Hezekiah slept with his
fathers, and they buried him in the
highest place of the sepulchres of
the sons of David; and all Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did
him honour at his death. And Ma-
nasseh his son reigned in his stead.
XXXIII. Manasseh was twelve years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem.
* And he did evil in the sight of Jeho-
vah, like the abominations of the
nations that Jehovah had dispossess-
ed from before the children of Israel.
® And he built again the high places
that Hezekiah his father had broken
down ; and he reared up altars to the
Baals, and mede Asherahs, and wor-
shipped all the host of heaven and
$ gerved them. And he built altars in
the house of Jehovah, of which Je-
hovah had said, In Jerusalem shall
® my name be for ever. And he built
altars to all the host of heaven in
both courts of the house of Jehovah.
¢ He also caused his children to pass
throufh the fire in the valley of the
son of Hinnom; and he used magic
and divination and sorcery, and ap-
pointed necromancers and sootﬁ-
sayers: he wrought evil beyond
measure in the sight of Jehovah, to
7 provoke him to anger. And he set
the graven image of the idol that
he had made, in the house of God, of
which God had said to David and to |.
Solomon his son, In this house, and
in Jerusalem, which I have chosen
out of all the tribes of Israel, will I
® put my name for ever; neither will
¥ any more remove the foot of Is-
rael from out of the land that I have
appointed to your fathers; if they will
only take heed to do all that I com-
manded them through Moses, accord-
ing to all the law and the statutes

% and the ordinances. And Manasseh

¢ Lit. * made.

f Or ‘ brought it under {the ground].’

& oen: see on 2 Sam. xxii. 26,
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led Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem astray, to do more evil
then the nations that Jehovah had
destroyed from before the children of
Israel.

And Jehovah spoke to Manasseh
and to his people; but they did not
11 hearken. And Jehoveh brought upon

them the captains of the host of the

king of Assyria, who took Manasseh

with fetters, and bound him with

chains of" brass, and carried him to
13 Babylon. And when he was in af-

fliction, he besought Jehovah his God,

and humbled himself greatly before
18 the God of his fathers, and prayed
to him. And he was intreated of
him and heard his sugplica.tion, and
brought him again to Jerusalem into
his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew
that Jehovah, he was God.

And after this he built the outer
wall of the city of David, on the
west, toward Gihon, in the valley,
even to the entrance of the fish-gate,
and carried it round Qphel, and raised
it up a very great height; and he
put captains of war in all the fortified
18 cities of Judah. And he removed the

strange gods, and the idol out of the

house of Jehovah, and all the altars
that he had buiit on the mount of the
house of Jehovah and in Jerusalem,
16 gnd cast [them;'l out of the city. And
he reinstated fthe altar of Jehovah,
and sacrificed on it peace-offerings
and thank-offerings, and command-
ed Judah to serve Jehovah the God
17 of Israel. Nevertheless, the people
sacrificed still on the high places, al-
though to Jehovah their God only.

And the rest of the acts of Manas-
seh, and his prayer to his God, and
the words of the seers that spoke to
him in the name of Jehovah the God
of Israel, behold, they [are written]in
19 the acts of the kings of Israel. And

his prayer, and [how God] was in-

treated of him, and all his sin and
his unfaithfulness, and the places in
which he built high places, and set

10

14

18

up Ashershs and graven images,

before he was humbled, behold, they

are written among the words of
2 Hozai! And Manasseh slept with
his fathers, and they buried him in
his own house; and Amon his son
reigned in his stead.

Amon was twenty-two years old
when he began to reign; and he
# reigned two years in Jerusalem. And

he did evil in the sight of Jehovah,

a8 Manasseh his father had done;
and Amon sacrificed to all the graven
images that Manasseh his father had
8 made, and served them. And he
did not humble himself before Jeho-
vah, a8 Manasseh his father had
bumbled himself; for he, Amon,
% multiplied trespass. And his ser-
vants conspired against him, and
5 glew him in his own house. But the
people of the land smote all them that
had conspired against king Amon;
and the people of the land made

Josiah his son king in his stead..
XXXIV. Josiah was eight years old

when he began to reign; and he

reigned thirty-one years in Jerusa-
?lem. And he did what was right in
the sight of Jehovah, and walked
in the ways of David his father, and
turned not aside to the right hand
nor to the left.

And in the eighth year of his reign,
while he was yet young, he began to
seek after the God of David hisfather ;
and in the twelfth year he began to
purge Judah and Jerusalem from the
high places, and the Asherahs, and
the graven images, and the molten
¢ images. And they broke down the

altars of the Baals in his presence;

and the sun-pillars that were on high
above them he cut down; and the

Asherahs and the graven images

and the molten images he broke in

pieces, and made dust [of them] and
strewed it upon the graves of those
5 that had sacrificed to them; and he
burned the bones of the priests upon
their altars, and purged Judah and

£ 2%

b Or * with double (or ‘two’) chains of.”

 Or perhaps * in the words of the seers.’
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¢ Jerusalem. And [go did he] in the
cities of Manasseh and Ephraim and

Simeon, even to Naphtali, in their
7 ruins round about ; and he broke down
the altars, and beat the Asherahs and
the graven images into powder, and
cut down all the sun-pillars through-
out the land of Israel, and returned to
Jerusalem.

And in the eighteenth year of his
reign, when he purged the land and
the house, he sent Shaphan the son
of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the gover-
nor of the city, and Joah the son of
Joashaz the chronicler, to repair the
® house of Jehovah his God. And they
came to Hilkijah the high priest, and
they delivered [to them] the money
that had been brought into the house
of God, which the Levites that kept
the doors had gathered of the hand
of Manasseh and Ephraim, and of
all the remnant of Israel, and of all
Judah and Benjamin, and of the in-
habitants of Jerusalem.* And they
gave [it] into the hand of them that
did the work, that had the over-
sight of the house of Jehovah; and
they gave it to the workmen who
wrought in the house of Jehovah to
reinstate and repair the house : they
gave [it] to the carpenters and the
builders, to buy hewn stone, and
timber for the joists,! and to floor the
houses that the kings of Judah had
destroyed. And the men did the
work faithfully. And over them were
appointed Jahath and Obadiah, Lie-
vites, of the children of Merari, and
Zochariah and Meshullam, of the
children of the Kohathites, for the
oversight ; and all these Levites were
skilled in instruments of musie. They
were &lso over the bearers of burdens,
and were overseers of all that worked
in any manner of service. And of the
"Levites were the scribes, and officers,
14 and doorkeepers. And when they

brought out the money that had

been brought into the house of Jeho-

8

1

°

18

vah, Hilkijah the priest found the

book of the law of Jehovah by Moses.
1 Then Hilkijah spoke and said to

Shaphan the acribe, I have found the

book of the law in the house of Jeho-

vah. And Hilkijah gave the book to
16 Shaphan. And Shaphan carried the
book to the king. And moreover he
brought the king word again saying,

All that was committed to the hand
17 of thy servants, they do; and they

have emptied out the money that

was found in the house of Jehovah,
and have delivered it into the hand
of the overseers, and into the hand of
18 the workmen. And Shaphan the
scribe informed the king saying, Hil-
kijah the priest has given me & book.

And Shapfxan read out of it before the
19 king. And it came to pass when the

king heard the words of the law, that
30 he rent his garments. And the king

commanded Hilkijah, and Ahikam
the son of Shaphan, and Abdon the
son of Micah, and Shaphan the scribe,
and Asaiah a servant of the king’s,
1 gaying, Go, inquire of Jehovah for
me, and for them that are left in

Israel and in Judah, concerning the

words of the book which is found ; for

great is the wrath of Jehovah that is
poured out upon us, because our
fathers have not kept the word of

Jehovah, to do according to all that
2 jg written in this book. And Hilki-
jah and they that the king [had
appointed] went to Huldah the pro-
phetess, the wife of Shallum the son
of Tokehath, son of Hasrah, keeper
of the wardrobe: now she dwelt in
Jerusalem in the second quarter [of
the town]; and they spoke with her
to that effect.

And she said to them, Thus saith
Jehovah the God of Israel: Tell the
% man that sent you to me, Thus saith

Jehovah: Behold, I will bring evil

upon this place, and upon the in-

habitants thereof, all the curses that
are written in the book which they

13

k As ancient versions, Some however would
read, ‘who had returned to Jerusalem;’ or

¢ And they returned to Jerusalem.’
1 Or ‘ couplings.’
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have read before the king of Judah.
Because they have forsaken me, and
have burned incense unto other gods,
that they might provoke me to anger
with all the works of their hands,
therefore my fury shall be poured out
upon this place, and shall not be
quenched. But to the king of Judah,
who sent you to inquire of Jehovah,
thus shall ye say to him: Thus saith
Jehovah the God of Israel touching
the words which thou hast heard:
Because thy heart was tender, and
thou didst humble thyself before God,
when thou heardest his words against
this place and against the inhabitants
thereof, and humbledst thyself before
me, and didst rend thy garments and
weep before me, I also have heard
[thee], saith®™ Jehovah. Behold, I
will gather thee unto thy fathers, and
thou shalt be gathered to thy grave
in peace; and thine eyes shall not
see all the evil that I will bring upon
this place, and upon the inhabitants
thereof. And they brought the king
word again,

And the king sent and gathered all
the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem.
And the king went up into the house
of Jehovah, and all the men of Ju-
dah and theinhabitants of J erusalem,
and the priests and the Levites, and
all the people, great and small; and
he read® in their ears all the words
of the book of the covenant which
had been found in the house of Jeho-
vah. And the king stood in his place,
and made a covenant before Jehovah,
to walk after Jehovah, and to keep
his commandments and his testi-
monies and his statutes with all his
beart and with all his soul, to per-

. form the words of the covenant that

8

are written in this book. And he
caused all that were present in Jeru-
salem and Benjamin to stand [to it].
And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did
according to the covenant of God,
the God of their fathers. And Josiah
removed all the abominations out of

all the countries that belonged to the
children of Israel, and made to serve
all that were found in Israel,—to
serve Jehovah their God : all his days
they did not depart from following
Jehoval, the God of their fathers.

XXXV, And Josiah held a passover

to Jehovah in Jerusalem ; and they
slaughtered the passover on the four-

% teenth of the first month. And he
set the priests in their charges, and
sncouraged them to the service of the

® house of Jehovah. And he said to
the Levites, that taught all Lsrael,
[and] who were holy to Jehovah, Put
the holy ark in the house that Solo-
mon the son of David, king of Israel,
built; ye have not to carry it upon
your shoulders. Serve now Jehovah
4 your God, and his people Israel ; and
ﬁrepare yourselves by your fathers’
ouses, in your divisions, according
to the writing of David king of Is-
rael, and aecording to the writing of
5 Solomon his son; and stand in the
sanoctuary for the classes of the fathers’
houses, for your brethren, the chil-
dren of the people, and [according]
to° the divisions of the fathers’ houses

6 of the Levites; and slaughter the
passover, and hallow yourselves, and
prepare it for your brethren, that
they may do according to the word
T of Jehovah through Moses. And
Josiah gave for the children of the
0%16 s heave-offering of the flocks,
ambs and goats, all for the passover-
offerings, for all that were present,—
to the number-of thirty thousand,
and three thousand bullocks: these
8 were of the king’s substance. And
his princes gave a voluntary heave-
offering for the people, for the priests,
and for the Levites: Hilkijab and
Zechariah and Jehiel, rulers of the
houge of God, gave to the priests for
the passover-offerings two thousand
six hundred [small cattle] and three
? hundred oxen; and Conaniah, and
Shemaiah and Nethaneel, his breth-
ren, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and

= om: see 2 Kings xxii. 19,

» Or ‘ope read.’

°QOr ‘and for.’
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Joeabad, chief of the Levites, gave
as heave-offering to the Levites for
the passover-offerings five thonusand
[small oattle] and five hundred oxen.

And the service was prepared, and
the priests stood in their place, and
the Levites in their divisions, accord-
ingtothe king’s commandment. And
they slaughtered the passover, and
the priests sprinkled [the blood] from
their hand, end the Levites flayed
them. And they set apart the burnt-
offerings to give them to the classes
of the fathers’ houses of the children
of the people, to present them to Je-
hovah, as it is written in the book of
Moses. And so [did they] with the
oxen. And they roasted the passover
with fire acoording to the ordinance;
and the consecrated things they boiled
in gots and in cauldrons and in pans,
and divided them speedily among all
the children of the people. And after-
wards they made ready for them-
selves and for the priests; because
the priests, the sons of Aaron, [were
engaged] in offering up the burnt-
offerings and the fat until night;
therefore the Levites prepared for
themselves, and for the priests, the
sons of Aaron. And the singers, the
sons of Asaph, were in their place,
according to the commandment of
David, and Asaph, and Heman, and
Jeduthun the king's seer; and the
doorkeepers were at everg gate ; they
had not to depart from their service,
for their brethren the Levites pre-
pared for them.

And all the service of Jehovah
was prepared the same day, to hold
the passover, and to offer burnt-
offerings on the altar of Jehovah
acoording to the commandment of
king Josiah. And the children of
Israel that were present held the
passover at that time, and the feast
of unleavened bread seven days. And
there was no passover like to that
holden in Israel from the days of
Samuel the prophet; neither did all

% inhabitants of Jerusalem.

the kings of Israel hold such a pass-
over as Josiah held, and the priests,

- and the Levites, and all Judah and

Israel that were present, and the
In the
eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah
‘was this passover holden.

After all this, when Josiah haed
arranged the house, Necho king of
Egypt came up to fight against Kax-
kemish at the Euphrates; and Josiah

91 went out against him. And he sent

messengers to him, saying, What
have I to do with thee, thou king of
Judah? I come not against thee
this day, but against the house with
which I have war;? and God has
told me to make haste: keep aloof
from God who is with me, that he

9 destroy thee not. But Josiah would

not turn his face from him, but dis-
guised himself, that he might fight |
against him ; and he hearkened not to
the words of Necho from the mouth
of God ; and he came to fight in the

9 valley of Megiddo. And the archers

shot at king Josiah; and the king
said to his servants, Have me away,

34 for I am sore wounded. And his ser-

vants took him out from the chariot,
and put him in the second chariot that
he had, and brought him to Jerusa-
lem. And he died, and was buried
in the sepulchres of his fathers. Aund
all Judah and Jérusalem mourned

35 for Josiah. And Jeremiah lament-

ed for Josiah; and all the singing
men and singing women spoke of
Josiah in their lamentations to this
day; and they made them an ordin-
ance for Israel., And behold, they
are written in the lamentations.
And the rest of the acts of Josiah,
and his good deeds,s according to that
which is written in the law of Jeho-

37 vah, and his acts, first and last, be-

hold, they are written in the book of
the kings of Israel and Judah.

XXXVI. And the people of the land

‘took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and
made him king in his father's stead,

P Lit. ¢ the house of my war.’

4 ovion: gee on £ Sam, xxii, 26,
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% in Jerusalem. Jehoahagz was twenty-
three years old when he began to
reign; and he reigned three months

8 in Jernsalem. Andthe king of Egypt
put him down at Jerusalem, and im-

osed a fine upon the land of a hun-
red talents of silver and a talent of
¢ gold. And the king of Egypt made

Eliakim his brother king over Judah

and Jerusalem, and changed his

name to Jehoiakim. And Necho took

Jehoabaz his brother, and carried

him to Egypt.

8 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem;
and he did evil 1n the sight of Jeho-

¢ vah his God. Against bim came up

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,

and bound him with ehains of brass”

7 to carry him to Babylon. And Ne-
buchadnezzar earried gpa.rt] of the
vessels of the house of Jehovah to
Babylon, and put them in his temple
at Babylon.

8 And the rest of the acts of Je-
hoiakim,and his abominations which
he did, and that which was found in
him, behold, they are written in the
book of the kings of Israel and Ju-
dah. And Jehoiachin his son reign-
ed in his stead.

¢  Jehoiachin was eighieen® years old
when he began to reign; and he
reigned three months and ten days
in Jerusalem; and he did evil in

10 the sight of Jehovah. And at the
turn of the year king Nebuchad-
nezzar sent and had him brought to

Babylon, with the precious vessels

of the house of Jehovah; and he

made Zedekiah his brother king over
Judah and Jerusalem.

Zedekiah was twenty-one years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.
132 And he did evil in the sight of Jeho-

vah his God; he humbled not him-

self before the prophet Jeremiah

1

speaking from the mouth of Jehovah.
13 And he also mebelled ageinst king
Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him
take oath by God} end he stiffened
his neck and hardened his heart from
returning to Jehovah the God of Is-
14 rael. All the chiefs of the priests also,
and the people, increased thelr ¢rans-
gressions,t according to all the sbomi-
nations of the nations; and
defiled the house of Jehovah whic
15 he had hallowed in Jerusalem. And
Jehovah the God of their fathers sent
to them by his messengers, rising up
early and sending; because he had
compassion on " his people and on his
18 dwelling-place. But they mocked at
the messengers of God, and despised
his words, and scoffed at his prophets,
until the fury of Jehovah rose against
his people, and there was ne remedy.
And he brought up({.ga.insts them
the king of the Chaldees, and slew
their young men with the sword in
the house of their sanctuary, and
spared not young man nor maiden,
old man nor him of hoary head : he
18 gave [them] all into his hand. And
all the vessels of the house of God,
great and small, and the treasures of
the house of Jehovah, and the trea-
sures of the king and of his princes,
¥ he brought all to Babylon. And
they burned the house of God, and
broke down the wall of Jerusalem,
and burned all the palaces thereof
with fire, and all the preeious vessels
thereof were given up to destruction.
0 And them that had escaped from the
sword he carried away to Babylon ;
and they became servants to him
and his sons, until the reign of the
#1 kingdom of Persia ; to fulfil the word
of Jehovah by themouth of Jeremiah,
until the land had enjoyed its sab-
baths. All the days of its deselation
it kept sabbath, to fulfil seventy

4

years, .
#  And in the first year of Cyrus ™ king

rOr ‘bronze:’ see on xxxiii. 11,
s Others ‘eight ;* but see 2 Kings xxiv, 8,
¢t Or ‘ unfaithfulness.’

¥ Or ‘he spared,’ a8 in ver. 17,
» Heb. Koresh, X
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of Persia, that the word of Jehovah
by the mouth of Jeremish might be
accomplished, Jehovah stirred up the
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, and he
made a proclamation throughout his
kingdom, and also in writing, saying,
Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All

the kingdoms of the earth has Jeho-
vah the God of'the heavens given to
me, and he has charged me to build
him a house at Jerusalem, which is
in Judah. Whosoever there is among
you of all his people, Jehovah his
God be with him, and let him go up.

EZRA.

I. And inthe first year of Cyrus king

of Persia, that the word of Jehovah
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
accomplished, Jehovah stirred up
the sparit of Cyrus king of Persia,
and he made a proclamation through-
out his kingdom, and also in writing,
paying, Thus says Cyrus king of
Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth
has Jehovah the God of the heavens
given to me, and he has charged me
to build him a house at Jerusalem,
which is in Judah. Whosoever there
is among you of all his people, his

God be with him, and let him go u;

to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, an

build the house of Jehovah the God

of Israel—he is God-—which is at Je-

¢ rusalem. And whosoever remains in
any place where he sojourns, let the
men of his place help him with silver,
and with gold, and with goods, and
with bensts, besides the voluntary
offering for the house of God which
is at Jerusalem.

8  And the chief fathers of Judah
and Benjamin rose up, and the
priests, and the Levites, even all
those whose spirit God had stirred, to
go up to build the house of Jehovah

¢ which is at Jerusalem. And all they
that were about them strengthened
their hands with articles of silver,

with gold, with goods, and with
beasts, and with precious things, be-
sides all that was willingly offered.
¥ And king Cyrus brought forth the
vessels of the house of Jehovah, which
Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth
out of Jerusalem and had put in the
® house of his god. And Cyrus king
of Persia brought them forth by the
hand of Mithredath the treasurer,
who counted them out to Sheshbaz-

9 zar® the prince of Judah. And this is
the number of them : thirty chargers®
of gold, a thousand chargers® of sil-

19 yer, nine-and-twenty knives, thirty
basons® of gold, silver basons® of a
second [sort] four hundred and ten,

41 Tand] othervesselsa thousand. Allthe
vessels of gold and of silver were five
thousand four hundred. The whole
did Sheshbazzar bring up, when they
of the eaptivity were brought up from
Babylon to Jerusalem.

IL. And these are the children of the
province, that went up out of the
captivity of those that had been
carried away,whom Nebuchadnezzar
the king of Babylon had carried away
to Babylon, and who came egain to
Jerusalem and to Judah, every one

1 to his city, who came with Zerubba-
bel,* Jeshua, Nehemiah, Saraiah,
Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar,

s This appears to be the Chaldean name of

]z«an}bba.bel, which may mean, ‘' Born in Baby-

on.
b Large shallow basons or dishes, either for the

blood of sprinkling or fine flour offerings: of.

Num. vii. 13; 1 Kings vii. 40. The word only
occurs in this passage.

¢ Bee on 1 Chron, xxviii. 17.

4.0, of Judah: cf. chap. v. 8; Neh. i, 8,

® Sheshbazzar: ch.i, 8; andcf.1 Chiron. iii. 18,




EZRA II.

Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah, The num-
ber of the men of the people of
Israel:
8  The children of Parosh, two thou-
sand one hundred and seventy-two.
¢ The children of Shephatiah, three
* hundred and seventy-two. The chil-
dren of Arah, seven hundred and
¢ geventy-five. The children of Pa-
hath-Moab, of the children of Jeshua
Ea.nd] Joab, two thousand eight hun-
7 dred and twelve, The children of
Elam, a thousand two hundred and
8 fifty-four. The children of Zattu,
® nine hundred and forty-five. The
children of Zaceai, seven hundred
1 and sixty. The children of Bani,
11 gix hundred and forty-two. The
children of Bebai, six hundred and
1 twenty-three. The children of Agz-
gad, a thousand two hundred and
12 twenty-two. The children of Adoni-
U kam, six hundred and sixty-six. The
children of Bigvai, two thousand and
18 fifty-six. The children of Adin, four
1¢ hundred and fifty-four. The children
of Ater of [the t};.mily of ] Hezekiah,
17 ninety-eight. The children of Bezai,
three hundred and twenty-three.
18 The children of Jorah, & hundred
1% and twelve. The children of Hagshum,
% two hundred and twenty-three. The
1 children of Gibbar,! ninety-five. The
children of Bethlehem, a hundred
3 gnd twenty-three, The men of Ne-
3 tophah, fifty-six. The men of Ana-
thoth, a hundred and twenty-eight.
% The children of Azmaveth, forty-
8 two. The children of Kirjath-arim,
Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hun-
8 dred and forty-three. The children
of Ramah and Geba, six hundred
97 and twenty-one. The men of Mich-
mas, a hundred and twenty-two.
28 The men of Bethel and Ai, two hun-
% dred and twenty-three. The children
% of Nebo, fifty-two. The children of
Magbish, a hundred and fifty-six.
81 The children of the other Elam, &

thousand two hundred and fifty-four.
32 The children of Harim, three hundred
8 and twenty. The children of Lod,

Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred and
8 twenty-five. The children of Jericho,
8 three hundred and forty-five. The
children of Senash, three thousand
six hundred and thirty.

The priests: the children of Je-
deiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine
87 hundred and seventy-three. The

children of Immer, a thousand and
8 fifty-two. The children of Pashhur,

a thousand two hundred and forty-
% geven. The children of Harim, a
thousand and seventeen.

The Levites : the children of Jeshua
and of Kadmiel, of the children of
Hodaviah, seventy-four.

41 The singers: the children of Asaph,

" hundred and twenty-eight.

#  The children of the doorkeepers:
the children of Shallum, the children
of Ater, the ehildren of Talmon, the
children of Akkub, the children of
Hadtita, the children of Shobai, in all
& hundred and thirty-nine.

The Nethinim :# the children of
Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the
44 children of Tabbaoth, the children of

Keros, the children of Siaha, the
4 children of Padon, the children of

Lebanah, the children of Hagabah,
¢¢ the children of Akkub, the children

of Hagab, the children of Shamlai,
47 the children of Hanan, the children

of Giddel, the children of Gahar, the
48 children of Reaish, the children of

Rezin, the children of Nekoda, the
40 children of Gazzam, the children of

Uzza, the children of Phaseah, the
% children of Besai, the children of

Asnah, the children of Meunim,® the
81 children of Nephusim,! the children

of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha,
53 the children of Harhur, the children

of Bazluth, the ohildren of Mehida,
88 the children of Harsha, the children
of Barkos, the ohildren of Sisera, the

40

43

f Neh. vii, 25: Gibeon.
¢ Subordinate temple servants: ses chap. viii.
cf. note on 1 Chron. ix. 2, and Num. viii. 19,

b Or ¢ the Maonites.”
L :?l ())r‘ the Nephusites,” from Naphish (1 Chron.
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4 children of Thamah, the children of
Neziah, the children of Hatipha.

The children of Solomon’'s ser-
vants: the children of Sotai, the
children of Sophereth, the children
8¢ of Peruda, the children of Jaalah,

the children of Darkon, the children
87 of Giddel, the children of Shephsa-
tiah, the children of Hattil, the chil-
dren of Pochereth-Hazzebaim, the
children of Ami.

All the Nethinim and the children
of Solomon’s servants, three hun-
dred and ninety-two.

And these are they that went up
from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub-
Addan, Ymmer; but they ceuld
not shew their fathers' house, nor
their seed, whether they were of Is-
8 rpel. The children of Delaiah, the

children of Tobijah, the children of

Nekoda, six hundred and fifty-two.
81 And of the children of the priests:

the children of Habaiah, the children

of Koz, the children of Barzillai;
who took a wife of the daughters of

Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called
8 gfter their name. These sought their

genealogieal register, but they were

not found; therefore were they, as
olluted, removed from the priest-
L good. And the Tirshatha* said to
them that they should not eat of the
most holy things, till there stood up &
priest with Urim and with Thummim.
84" The whole congregation together
was forty-two thousand three hun-
% dred and sixty, besides their servants
and their maids, of whom there were
seven thousand three hundred and
thirty-seven ; and they had two hun-
dred singing men and singing wo-
% men. Their horses were seven hun-
dred and thirty-six; their mules two
¢ hundred and forty-five ; their camels
four hundred and thirty-five; the
asses six thousand seven hundred
and twenty.

And some of the chief fathers, when
they came to the house of Jehoveh
which is at Jerusalem, offered freely

for the house of God to set it up in
% its place. They gave after their
ability to the treasure of the work
sixty-one thousand darics of gold, and
five thousand pounds! of silver, and
one hundred priests’ coats.

And the priests, and the Levites,
and [some] of the people, and the
singers, and the doorkeepers, and
the Nethinim dwelt in their cities,
and all Israel in their cities. .
III. And when the seventh month

came, and the children of Israel were

in the cities, the people gathered
together as one man to Jerusalem.

% Then stood up Jeshua the son of
Jozadak, arid his brethren the priests,
and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
and his brethren, and built the altar
of the God of Israel, to offer up burnt-
offerings on it, as it is written in the
law of Moses the man of God.

8  And they set the altar on its base;
for fear was upon them because of
the people of the countries ; and they
offered up burnt-offerings on it to
Jehovah, the morning and evening

¢ burnt-offerings. And they held the
feast of tabernacles as it is written,
and [offered] daily burnt-offerings by
number, according to the ordinance,
as the duty of every day required ;

% and afterwards the continual burnt-
offering, and those of the new moons,
and of all the set feasts of Jehovah
that were conseerated, and of every
one that willingly offered a voluntary

¢ offering to Jehovah. From the first
day of the seventh month they began
to offer up burnt-offerings to Jehovah.

But the foundation of the temple of
7 Jehovah was net {yet] laid. Aund

they gave money to the masons and
to the carpenters; and meat and
drink and o1l to the Zidonians and to
the Tyrians, to bring ecedar-trees
from Lebanon to the sea at Joppa,
according to the grant that they had
of Cyrus king of Persia.

¢ And in the second year of their
coming to the house of God at Jeru-

e

® The governor's title, under the Persian kings.

t Heb. Maneh.
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salem, in the .second month, began
Zerubbabel - the. son of  Shealtiel,
and Jeshua the son. of Jozadak, and

the remnant of their brethren the|.

priests and the.Levites, and all they
that had come out of the captivity
to Jerusalem ;.and they appomted the
Levites, from twenty years old and
upward, to superintend™ the work
of the house of Jehovah. AndJeshua
stood up, his sons. and his brethren,
Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of
Judah,*ss one.[man], to superintend
the workmen in the houss of God;
[also] the sons of Henadad, their sons
and their brethren, the Levites. .

And when . the builders laid the
foundation of the texnple of Jehovah,
they set the priests in their 1,
with trumpets, and the Levites the
sons of Asaph, with eymbals, {o praise
Jehowah according to the directions
of -David king of Israel. And they
sang alternately together in praising
and giving thanks to Jehovah: For

bt

o

1

-

he is good, for his leving-kindness |-

Efn_dureth for ever .toward Israel.
nd all the people shouted with a
great shout to the praise of Jehovah,
because the foundation of the house
of Jehovah was laid. * But many. of

13

the priests and Levites and chief]|.

fathers, .the ancient men that had
seen the first house, wept with g laud
voice, [when] the foundation of this
house was laid in their sight; and
many shouted aloud for.joy. .And
the people eould not discern the noise
of the shout. of joy from the noise of
the weeping. of- the peeple; for the
people shouted with a great shout,
and the noise was heard afar off.. .

18

IV. And the adversaries of Judah and | .
Benjamin heard that the. children of |.

the captivity were building.the tem-
ple to Jehovah the God of Israel;
? and they came to Zerubbabel and

to the chief fathers, and said to them,
We would build with you; for we
. seek your God,.as ye; and we have
sacrificed- to him since the days of
Esar-haddon king of Assyria, who
2 brought us up hither. But Zerubba-
bel and Jeshua and. the rest of the
chief fathers of Israel. said to them,
Ye have nothing to do with us to

. build & house to our God, but we
alfone will build. tog ehmg tl]}gn(}odé

of Israel;, as ki s, the king o:
¢ Persia, has l::;fmairiled us. And
the people of the land weakened the

. hands of the.people of Judah, and
S troubled them in -building; and they
hired. counsellors. against them, to

- frustrate their purpose, all the days
of Cyrus king .of Persias; even until
the reign .of Darius® king of Persia.
.2 And in the reign of Ahasuerus,? in
- the beginning of his reign, they wrote
an accusation against the inhabitants

7 of Judah and Jerusslem. And in
. the .days of. Artaxerxes,d Bishlam,
Mithredath, Tabeél,; and.the rest of

.. his companions, wrote to Artaxerxes
.- king-of Persiay and the- writing of
the letter was written in Aramaic, and

.8 interpreted in Aramaic.. * Rehum the
chancellor and Shimshai the scribe
wrote'a letter against Jerusalem to
Artaxerxes the king. after this sort:
2 Rehum the chancellor, and Shim-
shai the scribe, and the rest of their
companions, the Dinaites, and the
.. Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the
. Apharsites, the Archevites, the Baby-
.. lonians, the Shushanchites, the De-
10 haites, the Elamites, and. the rest of
...the peoples whom the. great and
noble Osnappar. brought over and
gettled in the cities® of Samaria,
and the rest [of the country] on this
M gide the river, and so forth. This is
.. the.copy of the letter that they sent
to him: To Artaxerxes the king:

= Or ‘set forward.”

= Or rather, ‘Hodavish<’ see ii. 40.

° Heb. Darjavesh.

» Heb. Ahashverosh (prebably Cambyses, son
of Cyrus), 4 Bwerdis: Heb, Artahshashia,

* ¥rom here to vi, 18, Aramalc is employed.

¢ Or lit, ‘city. 3
¢ Strictly, ‘ beyond the river,’ a techniocal name
for the provinoes on the west of the Kuphrates,

In English the expression hes to be varied, in
accordance with the position of the persons
In question,
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Thy servants the men on this side
13 the river, and so forth. Be it known
to the king that the Jews who came
up from thee unto us have come to
Jerusalem; they are building the
rebellious and the bad city, and they
complete the walls and join up the
18 foundations.

built and the walls-be-cempleted, they
will not pay tribute, tax, and toll, and

in the end 1t will bring damage to the |
14 kings.” Now, sinee we aat the saltiof |
the palace;:and it is not right forus|

to see the king’s injury, therefore have
4 we sent.and informed the king; that
search may be made. in the book.of
the wamals of thy fathers: so shalt
thc:iu k]ﬁ;.nﬂ ‘ﬁ the book of the annals
an ow. thatthis city is.a rebeHious
city, which has donsnge to kings
and provinces, and that they have
raised sedition within the same. of
old time, .for which .cause this city
16 wag destroyed. ‘We inform the king
that if this eity be built and its. walls
be cempleted, by this .means thou

shalt have no pertion on this side the | .

river..
17 Theking-sent an answer to Rehum
_ the chancellor, and- Shimshai the
scribe, and. the rest of their com-
panions that. dwell.in Sainaria, and
the other places beyond the river:
18 Peace, and so forth. The letter that

ye sent to.us. has been read-before | :

19 me distinetly. .And I gave orders,
and search has been made, and. it
has been found that this city. of old
time has made inswrrection against
the kings, and that rebellion and sedi-

%0 tion have been raiged therein.. And
there have been. mighty kings over

Jerusalem, who have ruled over allf.
beyond the river; and tribute, tax,|.

%1 and toll were paid to them. Now give
order to make these men to cease,
and that this city be not built, until

Be it known therefore |
unto the king, that, if thia city be |

the order shall be given from me,
" and take heed that ye fail net to do

this: why should harm grow to the
-. damage of the kings? @

% As soon as the copy of king Arta-
;.. xerxes’ letter was read before Rehum,
and Shimshai the scribe, and their
companions, they went up in haste
-to Jerusalem to the Jews; and made
them - cease by force and power.
(34 Then ceased the work. of the house
of God¥ which is at Jerusalem ; and
it ceased until thie seeond year of the
reign of Darius* king of Persia.
V. Now the prophets,- Haggai the
prophet and Zechariah the son of
, . Iddo, prophesied to the Jews that
were in Judah and Jerusalem; in
the name of the God of Israel [did
. 3 they pmphesyl] to them. Then rose
up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
. and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and
-.began to build the house of God
which is at Jerusalem; and with
them were the prophets of God, who
helped them. .-

At that time came to them Tatnai,
governor on this side the river, and
Shethar-boznai, and their.-compa-
- nions, and said thus to them: Who

gave you orders to.build this house
4.and to. complete this wall? And

they7 said to them after this manner:

‘What are the names of the men that
8 build this building ? But the eye of
their God was upon the elders of the
Jews, and they: did not make them
cease till the matter oame to Darius;
and then they returned answer by
letter concerning.it.

The copy of the letter that Tatnai,
governor eon this side the river, and
. Shethar-boznai, and his companions

the Apharsachites, who were on this
side the river, sent to Darius the king.
7 They sent a.report to him in which
was written thus: To Darius the
8 king, all peace! Be-it known to the

v Others, ‘and thou wilt endamage the kings’

revenue.
« Chald. Elah,(Heb, Eloah : cf. Deut,xxxii.15).
The parts of the book written in Chaldee (iv. 8~

vi. 18, and vii. 12-28) have always Elah.
* Darius Hystaspes, 3
7 Lit. ‘we:’ possibly a corrupt reading.
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king that we went into the province
of Judah, to the house of the great
God, which is being built with great
stones, and timber is laid in the walls,
and this work is being carried on with
diligence, and prospers in their hand.

? Then asked we those elders : thus we
said to them, Who gave you orders
to build this house and to complete
10 this wall? We asked their names
also, to inform thee, that we might
write the names of the men that were

11 the ohief of them. And thus they
returned us answer, saying, We are
the servants of the God of the heavens
and the earth,and build the housethat
was built these many years ago; and

a great king of Israel built and com-
13 pleted it. But after that our fathers
had provoked the God of the heavens
to wrath, he gave them into the hand
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
the Chaldean, and he destroyed this
house, and carried the people away
18 ynto Babylon. Butin the first year
of Cyrus king of Babylon, king Cyrus
gave orders to build this house of
1 God. And the vessels also of gold
and silver of the house of God, which
Nebuchadnezzar took out of the tem-
le that was at Jerusalem and brought
nto the temple of Babylon, those did
king Cyrus take out.of the temple of
Babylon, and they were delivered to
one Bheshbazzar by name, whom he

16 had appointed governor. And he said
to him, Take these vessels, go, carry
them into the temple that is at Jeru-
salem, and let the house of God be
1¢ built in its place. Then came the
same Sheshbarzar, [and] laid the
foundation of the house of God which

is at Jerusalem ; and since that time
even until now hasit been in building,

17 and it is not completed. And now,
if it seem good to the king, let search
be made in the king’s treasure-house,
which is there at Babylon, whether
it be so, that orders were given by
king Cyrus to build this house of God
at Jerusalem ; and let the king send

his pleasure to us conocerning this
matter.

VI. Then king Dearius gave orders,
and search was made in the house
of the rolls, where the treasures were

% laid up in Babylon. And there was
found at Achmetha® in the fortress*
that is in the province of Media &
roll, and therein was a record thus

3 written: In the first year of king
Cyrus, king Cyrus made a decree®
[eoncerning] the house of God at Je-
rusalem : Let the house be built for a
¥lace where they offer sacrifices, and
ot its foundations be solidly laid;
its height sixty cubits, its breadth

% gixty cubits, [with] three rows of great
stones, and a row of new timber,
and let the expenses be given out of

5 the king’s house: and also let the
golden and silver vessels of the house
of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took
out of the temple that is at Jerusalem
and brought to Babylon, be restored
and brought again to the temple that
i8 at Jerusalem, in their place; and
thou shalt put Phem] in the house

¢ of God. Therefore Tatnai, governor
beyond the river, Shethar-boznai,
and your companions the Aphar-
sachites, who are beyond the river,

7 be ye far from thence: let the work
of this house of God alone; let the
governor of the Jews and the elders
of -the Jews build this house of God

9 in its place. Moreover, I give orders
what ye shall do to these elders of the
Jews, for the building of this house of
God : that of the king’s goods, of the
tribute beyond the river, expenses be
diligently given to these men, that

% they be not hindered. And that
which they have need of, both young
bullocks and rams and lambs, for
the burnt-offerings to the God of the
heavens, wheat, salt, wine, and oil,
according to the appointment of the
griests that are at Jerusalem, let it

e given them day by day without

10 fail; that they may present sweet

odours to the God of the heavens,

* Bebatana, capital of Great Media.

» Or ¢ capital’

b Elsewhere ‘ gave orders.’
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and pray for the life of the king and
11 of his sons. Also I have given order

that whosoever shall alter this re-

seript, let timber be pulled down from

his house, and being set up, let him be

hanged thereon, and let his house
13 be made a dunghill for this. And
the God that has caused his name
to dwell there overthrow every king
and people that shall put forth their
hand to alter £or to destroy this
house of God which is at Jerusalem.
I Darius have given [this] order; let
it be done diligently.

Then Tatnai, governor on this side
the river, Shethar-boznai, and their
companions, because of that which
king Darius bad sent, did so dili-
gently.

And the elders of the Jews built;
and they prospered through the pro-
phesying of Haggai the prophet and
Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they
built and completed [it] according to
the commandment of the God of Is-
reel, and according to the command-
ment of Cyrus, and Darius, and
Artaxerxes king of Persia. And this
house was finished on the third day
of the month Adar, which was in
the sixth year of the reign of king
Darius.

And the children of Israel, the
priests and the Levites, and the rest
of the children of the captivity, kept
the dedication of this house of God
with joy; and they presented at the
dedication of this house of God a
hundred bullocks, two hundred rams,
four hundred lambs, and for a sin-
offering for all Israel, twelve he-goats,
aceording to the number of the tribes
of Israel. And they set the priests
in their classes, and the Levites in
their divisions, for the service of God,
whichis at Jerusalem: asitis written
in the book of Moses.

And the children of the captivity
held the passover upon the fourteenth
30 of the first month. For the priests

18

14

1

18

17

1

10

and the Levites had purified them-
selves as one [man]: they were all
pure ; and they killed the passover for
all the children of the captivity, and
for their brethren the priests, and for

31 themselves. And the children of
Israel that were come back out of
captivity, and all such as had sepa-
rated themselves to them from the
filthiness of the nations of the land,
to seek Jehovah the God of Israel,

M did eat; and they kept the feast of
unleavened bread seven days with |
joy; for Jehovah had made them

{Hlful, and turned the heart of the
ing of Assyria to them, to strengthen
their hands in the work of the house
of God, the God of Israel.

VII. And after these things, in the
reign of Artaxerxzes,® king of Persia,
Ezra? the son of Seraiah, the son of

# Azariah, the son of Hilkijah, the don
of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the
8 gon of Ahitub, the son of Amariah,
the son of Azariah, the son of Merai-
¢ oth, the som of Zerahiah, the son of
8 Uzzi, the son of Bukki, the son
of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the
son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the
¢ chief priest,—this Ezra wentup from
Babylon ; and he was a ready scribe
in the law of Moses, which Jehovah
the God of Israel had given. And
the king granted him all his request,
according to the hand of Jehovah his
7 God upon him. (And there went u
[somefof the children of Israel, a.ns
of the priests, and the Levites, and
the singers, and the doorkeepers, :
and the Nethinim, to Jerusalem, in
the seventh year of Artaxerxes the
8 king.) And he came to Jerusalem in |
the fifth month, which was in the
® seventh year of the king. For upon
the first of the first month the pro-
ject of going up from Babylon was
determined on,® and on the first of
the fifth month he came to Jerusa-
lem, according to the good hand of |
10 his God upon him. For Ezra had

¢ Heh. Artahshasta: most probably, Arta-
xerxes Longimunus, son of Xerxes (Estheri. 1).

4 Meaning, ‘ Help.’

* Others, ' he began the going up.’
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directed his heart to seek the law of
Jehovah.and to .do it, and to teach
in Israel the statutes. and .the.ordi-
nances.t

And this.is the copy of the letter
that king Artaxerxes gave to Ezra
the,priest, the scribe, a scribe of the

11

words of the sommandments of - de- .-

hovah, and of his statutes to Israel:
18 g Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra
the priest, an accomplished® soribe
of the law of the God of the heavens,
18 gnd so forth. Ihave given ordersthat
all they of .the people of Israel, and
of their priests and the Lavites, in
my realm, who are disposed to go to
14 Jerusalem, go with thee. . Because
thou art sent by the king, and by his
seven counsellors, to inquire concern-

ing Judah and Jerusalem, according | .

to the law of thy God which is in thy
16 hand; and to carry the silver and
gold which. the king and his coun-
sellors have freely offered to.the God
of Israel, whose habitation is at Jeru-
18 galem, and all the silver and gold that
thou canst find in all the province of
Babylon, besides the voluntary offer-
ing of the people and of the priests
who offer willingly for the house of
their God which is at.Jerusalem.
17 Therefore thou shalt buy diligently
with this money bullocks, rams,
lambs, with their oblations and their
drink-offerings, and offer! them upon
the altar of the house of your God
18 which is at Jerusalem. And what-
ever shall seem good to thee and to
thy brethren to do with the rest of
the silver and the gold, that do ac-
18 cording to the will of your God. And
the vessels that have been given thee
for the service of the house of thy
God, deliver before the God of Jeru-
0 galem. And whatever more shall be
needful for the house of thy God
which thou shalt have occasion to
bestow, bestow it out of the king’s
i1 treasure house. And I, I Artaxerxes

the king, do give orders to all the

treasurers that are beyond the river,

that whatever Ezra the priest and

scribe of the law of the God of the hea-

vens shall require of you, it be done
" diligently, unto a hundred talents
of silver, and to a hundred measures
of wheat, and to a hundred baths of
wine, and to & hundred baths of -oil,
and salt without preseribing [how
much].. Whatever is commanded by
the God of the heavens, let it be care-
.. fully done for the house of the God
of the heavens; for-why should there
be wrath against the realm of the
king and his-sons? Alse we inform
you, as regards all the priests and
Levites, singers, doorkeepers, Nethi-
nim, and ministers of this house of
God, it shall not be lawful to impose
tribute, tax, and toll upon them.
And*thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of
thy God, which is in thy hand, set
magistrates and judges who may
judge all the people that are beyond
the river, all such as know the laws
of thy God; and teach ye him that
knows [them] not. And whosoever
will not do the law of thy God and the
law of the king, let jur{gment be ex-
ecuted diligently upon him, whether
unto death, or to banishment, or to
confiscation of goods, or to imprison-
ment.

Blessed be Jehovah the God of our
fathers, who has put [such a thing
a8 this in the king's heart, to beauti
the house of Jehovah which is at
Jerusalem ; and has extended mercy
to me before the king and his coun-
sellors, and before all the king's
mighty princes. And I was strength-
ened, as the hand of Jehovah my
God was upon me; and I gathered
together out of Israel chief men to
go up with me.

VIII. And these are the chief fathers,
and their genealogy, who went up
with me from Babylon in the reign

24

97

¢ Lit. ‘statute and ordinance.”
¢ The Aramaic is resummed as far as ver, 26,
k Others take the word as meaning * perfect

[peace],’ and translate,’ ascribeof....of heaven:
perfect [peace).’
i Here atrictly, ‘ present,’ as chap, vi. 10, 17.
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% of Artaxerxes the king. Of the chil-
dren of Phinehas, Gershom; of the
children of Ithamar, ‘Daniel; of

8 the children of David, Hattush ; of the
children of Shecaniah, of the chil-
dren of Parosh, Zeckariah, and with
him were registered by gemealogy

of the males a hundred and fifty. |-

4 Of the children of Pahath-Moab,
Elihoenai the son of Zerahiah, and
¢ with him two hundred males. Of the
children of Bhechaniah, the son of
Jahaziel, and with him three hundred
8 males. And of the children of Adin,

Ebed the son of Jonathan, and with
? him fifty males. And of the children

of Elam, Isaiah the son of -Athaliah,
¢ and with him seventy males. And of

the children of Shephatiah, Zehadiah
the -son of Michael, and with him
# eighty- males. - Of the children- of

Joab, Obadiah the son of Jehtel, and

with him two hundred and eighteen
10 males. And of the children of She-

lomith, the son of Josiphiah, and
with him a hundred and sixty males.
11 Angd of the children of Bebai, Zecha-
riah the son of Bebai, and with him
 twenty-eight males. And of the
children of Azgad, Johanan.the son
of Hakkatan, and with him a hundred
18 and ten males. . And of the children
of Adonikam, the last onmes, whose
names are these: Eliphelet, Jeiel,
and Shemaiah, and with them sixty
M males. And of the children of Big-
vai, Uthai and Zabbud, and with
them seventy males.

And I gathered them together at
the river that runs to Ahava; and
there we encamped three days; and I
surveyed the people and the priests,
and found none of the sons of Levi
16 there. And I sent for Eliezer, for

Ariel, for Shemaiah, and for Elna-

than, and for Jarib, and for Elnathan,

and for Nathan,andfor Zechariah,and
for Meshullam, chief men, and for

Joiarib and for Elnathan, men of
17 ynderstanding. And I gave them a

18

commiggion toTddo the chief, at the
place Casiphia, and I put words in
their mouths to say-to Iddo [and]
his brethreh -thé Nethinim, at the
. place Casiphia, that .they should
bring to us ministers for the house of
18 our God. And by the good hand
of our God upon us, they:brought us

& man of understanding, of the sons

of Mahli, the son of Levi, the son of
. Israel, namely,® Sherebiah, with his
19 gong and-his brethren, eighteen ; and
- Hashahiah, and with him Isaiah of

the sons of Merari, his brethren and
% their sens, twenty; and of-the Ne-
thinim, whom Pavid and-the princes

-had appointed for:the service of the

Levites;: two hundred and twenty

Nethinim : alf.of them were express-
" od by name. And I proclaimed & fast
thers, at the river Abhava, that we
might -humble! onrselves befors our
God, to seek ofhim a right™ way for
us, and for our little ones, and for all
our substance. For I was ashamed to
re%uire of the king a band of soldiers
and horsemen to help us against the
enemy in the way ; for we had spoken
to the king saying, The hand of our
God-is upon all them for good that
seek him; but-his power and his
anger is against all them that forsake
him. . And we fasted, and besought
our God for this; and he was en-
treated of us.

And X separated twelve of the chiefs
of the priests, Sherebiah, Hashabiah,
and ten of their brethren with them,
and I weighed to them the silver and
the gold and the vessels, the heave-
offering for the house of our God,
which the king and his counsellors
and his princes, and all Israel present,
had offered. And I weighed into
their hand six hundred and fifty
talents of gilver; and silver vessels
a hundred talents, [and] of gold a
%7 hundred talents; and twenty basons»

of gold, of a thousand darics;® and

two vessels of shining copper,precious

@

X Or 'and.’
= Or ‘ plain,’

! Or ‘aflict.”

= Bee chap. i. 10, and 1 Chron. xxviii. 17.
° See on 1 Chron. xxix, 7.
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8 gg gold, And I said to them, Ye are
holy unto Jehovah ; the vessels also
are holy ; and the silver and the gold
is a voluntary offering to Jehovah the

9 God of your fathers. Watch and keep
[them] until ye weigh them beforethe
chiefs of the priests and the Levites,
and the chiefs of the fathers of Israel,
at Jerusalem, in the chambers of the

80 house of Jehovah. And the priests
and the Levites received by weight
the silver and the gold and the
vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem
unto the house of our God.

81 And we departed from the river
Ahava on the twelfth of the first
month, to go to Jerusalem ; and the
hand of our God was upon us, and
he delivered us from the hand of the
enemy, and of such as lay in wait by

8 theway. And we came to Jerusalem,
88 and abode there three days. And on
the fourth day the silver and the
gold and the vessels were weighed in
the house of our God into the hand
of Meremoth the son of Urijah the
priest; and with him was Eleazar
the son of Phinehas ; and with them
were Jozabad the son of Jeshua, and
Noadiah the son of Binnui, Levites :
the whole by number and by weight ;
and all the weight was written down
at that time.
8  The children of those that had
been carried away, who had come
out of the captivity, presented burnt-
offerings to t?le God of Israel, twelve
bullocks for all Israel, ninety-six
rams, seventy-seven lambs, twelve
he-goats for a sin-offering: all for a
burnt-offering to Jehovah. And they
delivered the king’s edicts to the
king's satraps, and to the governors®
on this side the river. And they
furthered the people and the house
of God.

IX. Now when these things were
completed, the princes came fo mse,
saying, The people of Iarael, and the
priests and the Levites, have not
separated themselves from the peo-

-

ples of the lands, according to their
abominations, [even] of the Canaan-
ites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the
Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moab-
ites, the Egyptians, and the Amor-
itea; for they have taken of their
daughters for themselves and for
their sons, and have mingled the holy
seed with the peoples o% the lands;
and the hand otp the princes and
rulersd has been chief in this un-
faithfulness. And when I heard this
thing, I rent my mantle and my gar-
ment, and plucked off the hair of my
head and of my beard, and sat down
overwhelmed. Then were assembled
to me every one that trembled at the
words of the God of Israel, because
of the unfaithfulness of those that
had been carried away; and I sat
overwhelmed until the svening obla-
tion.

And at the evening oblation I arose
up from my humilation; and with
my mantle and my garment rent, I
fell on my knees, and spread out my
¢ hands to Jehovah my God, and said :

O my God, I am ashamed and
blush to lift up my face to thee, my
God; for our iniquities are increased
over [our] head, and our trespass is
7 grown up to the heavens. Since the
days of our fathers, we have been in
great trespass to this day; and for
our iniquities we, our kings, our
riests, have been given into the
and of the kings of the lands, to
the sword, and to captivity, and
to spoil, and to confusion of face, as
8 it is this day. And now for a little
space there hath been favour from
Jehovah our God, to leave us a rem-
nant to escape, and to give us a nail~
in his holy place, that our God may
lighten our eyes, and give us a little
9 reviving in our bondage. For we
are bondmen ; yet our God hath not
forsaken us in our bondage, but hath
extended mercy unte us before the
kings of Persia, to give us a reviv-
ing to set up the house of our God

o

-~

. ®Or‘pachas:’ so Neh, ii. 7, &o.

9 Heb. Segan, a word of Persian origin.

r Or ‘ tent-pin.’
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and to repair the ruins thereof, and
to give us a wall! in Judah and in

10 Jerusalem. And now, what shall we
say, our God, after this ? for we have

1 forsaken thy commandments, which
thou hast commanded by thy ser-
vants the prophets, saying, The land,
unto which ye go to possess [itE, is
an unclean land through the filthi-
ness of the peoples of the lands,
through their abominations with
which they have filled it from one
end to another through their un-

12 cleanness. Now therefore give not
your daughters to their sons, neither
take their daughters to your sons, nor
seek their peace or their prosperity
for ever; that ye may be strong, and
eat the good of the land, and leave it
for an inheritance to your children for

12 gver. And after all that is come upon
us for our evil deeds and for our great
trespass, seeing that thou our God
hast punished us less than our
iniquities [deserve], and hast given

14 us such deliverance as this, should
we again break thy commandments,
and join in affinity with the peoples
of these abominations? wouldest
thou not be angry with us till thou
hadst consumed us, so that there
should be no remnant nor any to

15 ggeape? Jehovah, God of Israel,
thou art righteous; for we are a
remnant that is escaped, as[it is] this
day. Behold, we are before thee in
our trespasses ; for there is no stand-
ing before thee because of this.

X. And while Ezra prayed, and made
confession, weeping and falling down
before the house of God, there were
gathered to him out of Israel a very
great congregation of men and women
and children; for the people wept

t very muoh. And Shechaniah the
gon of Jehiel, of the sons of Elam,
answered and said to Ezra, We have
acted unfaithfully toward our God,
and have taken foreign wives of the
peoples of the land; yet now there

11 crease the trespass of Israel.

is hope for Israel concerning this

3 thing. And now let us make a cove-
nant with our God to put away all
the wives, and such as are born of
them, according to the counsel of
(my] lord,™ and of those that tremble
at the commandments of our God;
and let it be done according to the

4 law. Arise, for this matter is in-
cumbent on thee, and we will be with
thee: be of good courage, and do

8 [it]. Then Ezra arose, and made the
chiefs of the priests, of the Levites,
and of all Israel, to swear that they
would do according to this word.

8 And they swore. And Egzra arose
from before the house of God, and
went into the chamber of Jehohansan
the son of Eliashib; and when he
came thither, he ate no bread and
drank no water, for he mourned be-
cause of the unfaithfulness of them
that had been carried away.

7 And they made proclamation in
Judah and Jerusalem to all the chil-
dren of the captivity, that they should
gather themselves together unto Je-

% rusalem ; and that whosoever would
not come within three days, aecord-
ing to the counsel of the princes and
the elders, all his substance should be
confiscated,” and himself separated
from the congregation of those that
had been carried away.

% Then were all the men of Judah
and Benjamin gathered together at
Jerusalem within three days. Itwas
the ninth month, on the twentieth
of the month ; and all the people sat
in the open space of the house of
God, trembling because of the matter,

10 and beoause of the pouring rain. And

Ezra the priest stood up and said to
them, Ye have acted unfaithfully,
and have taken foreign wives, to in-
And
now make confession to Jehovah the
God of your fathers, and do his plea-
sure, and separate yourselves from
the peoples of the land, and from the

1 Or ‘enclosing fence:’ cf, Ezek. xiii. 5.
mHee the LXX. The Hcbrew text shews

Adonai, * the Lord.’

» Lit, ‘devoted by curse.’
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13 foreign wives. And the whole con-
gregation answered and said with a
loud voice, Yes, it is for us to do ac-

18 gording to thy words. But the people
are many, and it is & time of pouring
rain, and it is not possible to stand
without : neither is this a work for
one day or two; for we are many
that have transgressed in this thing.

M Let now our prinees, while this mat-
ter is going on, stand for all the
congregation, and let all those that
have teken foreign wives in our cities
come at the appointed times, and
with them the elders of every city,
and the judges thereof, until the fierce
anger of our God be turned from us.

15 Only Jonathan the son of Asahel and
Jahzeiah the son of Tikveh stood up
against® this; and Meshullam and
.Shabbethai the Levite helped thern.

16 And the children of the captivit,
did so. And Ezra the priest [and
certain of the chief fathers were
separated according to their fathers’
houses, and all of them [expressed]
by name ; and they sat down on the
first day of the tenth month to ex-

17 gmine the matter. And they ended
with all the men that had taken
foreign wives by the first day of the

18 firgt month. And among the sons
of the priests there were found that
had taken foreign wives, of the sons
of Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and
his brethren : Maaseiah, and Eliezer,

¥ and Jarib, and Gedaliah. And they
gave their hand to send away their
wives ; and they offered a ram of the
flock, as trespass-offering for their

20 pyilt. And of the children of Immer:

8! Hanani, and Zebadiah. And of the
children of Harim: Maageiah, and
Elijah, and Shemaiah, and Jehiel,

33 gnd Uzziah. And of the children of

Pashhur: Elicenai, Maaseiah, Ish-
mael, Nethaneel, Jozabad, and Ela-
9 gah. And of the Levites: Jozabad,
and Shimei, and Kelaiah (that is,
Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and Elie-
3 ger. And of the singers: Eliashib.
And of the doorkeepers: Shallum,
%8 and Telem, and Uri. And of Israel;
of the children of Parosh: Ramiah,
and Jizzijah, and Malchijah, and Mi-
jamin, and Eleazar, and Malchijah,
28 and Benaiah. And of the children of
Elam : Mattaniah, Zechariah, and
Jehiel, and Abdi, and Jeremoth, and
37 Elijah. And of the children of Zattu :
Eloenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, and
Jeremoth, and Zabad, and Aziza.
%8 And of the children of Bebai: Jeho-
hanan, Heananiah, Zabbai, Athlai.
%9 And of the children of Bani: Me-
shullam, Malluch, and Adaiah, Ja-
8¢ ghub, and Sheal, and Ramoth. And
of the children of Pahath-Moab:
Adna, and Chelal, Benaiah, Maasei-
ah, Mattaniah, Bezaleel, and Binnui,
81 and Manpasseh. And the children of
Harim: Eliezer, Jishijah, Malchijah,
82 Shemaiah, Simeon, Benjamin, Mal-
8 luch, Shemariah. Of the children of
Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, Za-
bad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh,
8¢ Shimei. Of the sons of Bani: Maadai,
88 Amram, and Uel, Benaiah, Bediah,
8¢ Cheluhu, Vaniah, Meremoth, Elia-
87 ghib, Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaa-
%8 gai,? and Bani, and Binnui, Shimeli,
8% and Slhelemiah, and Nathan, and
4 Adaiah, Machnadbai, Shashai, Sha-
4 rai, Azareel, and Shelemiah, She-
43 mariah, Shallum, Amariah, Joseph.
48 Of the children of Nebo : Jeiel, Mat-
tithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jaddai,® and
4 Joel, Benaiah. All these had taken
foreign wives ; and there were among
them wives who had had children.

© Others ‘ stood over.' ? Or * Juasu.’

9 Or ‘Iddo.’
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I. The words of Nehemiah® the son
of Hachaliah.

And it came to pess in the month
Chislev, in the twentieth year,® as I
was in Shushan® the fortress,? that
Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he
and [certain] men of Judah. And I
asked them concerning the Jews that
had escaped, who were left of the
eaptivity, and concerning Jerusalem.
And they said to me, Those who
remain, that are left of the captivity
there in the province, are in great
affliction and reproach; and the wall
of Jerusalem is in ruins, and its gates
are burned with fire. And it came to
pass, when I heard these words, that
I sat and wept, and mourned for days,
and fasted, and prayed before the
God of the heavens, and said, I be-
seech thee, Jehovah, God of the hea-
vens, the great and terrible God, that
keepeth covenant and merey for them
that love him and keep his command-
ments! Let thine ear now be atten-
tive, and thine eyes open, to hear the
prayer of thy servant, which I pray
before thee at this time,” day and
night, for the children of Israel thy
servants, confessing the sins of the
children of Israel, which we have
sinned against thee: both I and my
father's house have sinned. 'We have
acted very perversely against thee,
and have not kept the command-
ments, nor the statutes, nor the
ordinances that thou commandedst
thy servant Moses. Remember, I
beseech thee, the word that thou
commandedst thy servant Moses,say-
ing, If ye act unfaithfully, I will
seatter you among the peoples; but
if ye return to me, and keep my com-
mandments and do them, though
there were of you cast out unto the

-

-

uttermost part of the heavens, yet
will I gather them from thence, and
will bring them unto the place that
I have chosen to set my name there.

19 And they are thy servants and thy

Eeople, whom thou hast redeemed
y thy great power and by thy

1 strong hand. O Lord, I beseech
thee, let now thine ear be attentive
to the prayer of thy servant, and to
the prayer of thy servants who delight
to fear thy name ; and prosper, I pray
thee, thy servant this day, and grant
him mercy in the sight of this man.
Now I was the king’s cupbearer.

II. And it came to pass in the month
Nisan, in the twentieth year of Ar-
taxerxes? the king, [that] wine was
before him, and I took up the wine
and gave it to the king. Now, I
had never been sad in his presence. -

? And the king said to me, Why is thy
face sad, seeing thou art not sick ?
this is nothing else but sadness of
heart. And I was very sore afraid.

8 And I said to the king, Let the
king live for ever! Why should not"
my countenance be sad, when the
city, the place® of my fathers’ sepul-
chres, lies waste, and its gates are

4 consumed with fire? And the king
said to me, For what dost thou make
request ? 8o I prayed to the God of

¢ the heavens. And I said to the king,
If it glease the king, and if thy ser-
vant have found favour in thy sight,
that thou wouldest send me to Judah,
to the city of my fathers’ sepulchres,

8 that I may buld it. And the king
said to me—the queen also sitting by
him,—Forhow long shall thy journey
be, and when wilt thou return? And
it pleased the king to send me; and

71 set him a time. And I said to the
king, If it please the king, let letters

& Meaning, ‘ Comfort of Jehovah.’
b That is, of Artaxerxes Longimanus; see ii. 1;
Heb. Artahshasta: compare Ezra vii, 1.

¢ The capital of Elam.
¢« Or ‘this day.’
! Bee on Ezra vii. 1.

4 Or ‘ palace.”

¢ Lit, ‘house.’
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be given me to the governors beyond
the river, that they may set me for-
8 ward till I come into Judah ; and a
letter to Asaph the keeper of the
king's forest,® that he may give me
timber to make beams for the gates
of the palace! which [appertains] to
the house, and for the wall of the
city, and for the house that I shall
enterinto. And the king granted me,
according to the good hand of my
God upon me.
® And I came to the governors be-
ond the river, and gave them the
ing's letters. Now the king had sent
captains of a force and horsemen
19 with me. And when Sanballat the
Horonite,) and Tobijah the servant,
the Ammonite, heard [ofit), it grieved
them exceedingly that there had come
a man to seek the welfare of the chil-
dren of Israel.
11 And I came to Jerusalem, and was
12 there three days. And I arose in the
night, I and some few men with me—
but I told no man what my God had
put in my heart to do for Jerusalem—
and there was no beast with me, ex-
13 cept the beast that I rode upon. And
I went out by night by the valley-
gate,* even toward the jackal-foun-
tain, and to the dung-gate; and I
viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which
were in ruins, and its gates were con-
4 gumed with fire. And I went on to
the fountain-gate, and to the king's
ool ; and there was no place for the
1 Eea.st under me to pass. And I went
up in the night through the valley,!
and viewed the wall, and turned
back, and entered by the valley-gate
16 and returned. And the rulers™ did
not know whither I went or what I
did, for I had not as yet told it to
the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the
nobles, nor to the rulers,® nor to
the rest that did the work.

17 And I said to them, Ye see the dis-

tress that we are in, that Jerusalem

lies waste, and its gates are burned

with fire. Come, and let us build up
the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no

18 more a reproach. And I told them of

the hand of my God which had been

good upon me; as also of the king’s
words which he had said unto me.

And they said, Let us rise up and

build. And they strengthened their

hands for the good [work].

And Sanballat the Horonite, and
Tobijeh the servant, the Ammonite,
and Geshem?™ the Arabian, heard it ;
and they mocked us and despised
ug, and said, What is this thing
which ye do? will ye rebel against
9 the king? And I answered them, and

said to them, The God of the heavens,
he will prosper us, and we his ser-
vants will arise and build; but ye
have no portion, nor right, nor me-
morial in Jerusalem.

III. And Eliashib the high priest rose
up with his brethren the priests, and
they built the sheep-gate. They
hallowed it, and set up its doors ; and
they hallowed it even to the tower
of Meah, to the tower of Hananeel.

*  And next to tHem® built the men
of Jericho. And next to them?® buil{
Zaccur the son of Imri.

8 And the fish-gate did the sons of
Senaah? build : they laid its beams,
and set up its doors, its locks and
its bars.

¢  And next to them repaired Mere-
moth the son of Urijah, the son of
Koz.9 And next to them repaired
Meshullam the son of Berechiah, the
son of Meshezabeel. And next to them
repaired Zadok the son of Baana.

5 And next to them the Tekoites re-
paired ; but their nobles put not their
necks to the work of their Lord.

¢  And the gate of the old [wall] re-

10

» Heb. Pardés (paradise), ‘ park’ or * pleasure-
unds,’

i Or “fortress,’

J According to some, of Beth-Horon (Josh.
xvi. 3, 5); according to others, of Horonaim in
Moab (Isaiah xv. 5)

k Gate of the valley, or ravine [of Hinnom].
! Or *torrent :* see on Deut. ii. 13,

=See on Ezra ix. £ .

* Gashmu, vi. &, ¢ Lit, ‘ him.’
? Or * Hassensah.’

4 Or ‘ Hakkoz.’
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paired Jehoiada the son of Paseah,

and Meshullam the son of Besodiah;

they laid its beams, and set up its
doors, and its locks, and its bars.

7 And next to them repaired Me-
latiah the Gibeonite, and Jadon the
Meronothite, the men of Gibeon and
of Mizpah, to the seat of the governor*®

8 on this side the river. Next to them®
repaired Uzziel the son of Harhaiah,
of the goldsmiths; and next to him
repaired Hananiah of the perfurners,t
and they left Jerusalem [in its state)

® ag far as" the broad wall. And next
to them repaired Rephaiah the son
of Hur, the ruler of the half part of

10 Jerusalem. And next to them re-
paired Jedaiah the son of Harumaph,
even over against his house. And
next to him repaired Hattush the son
11 of Hashabniah. Malchijah the son of

Harim and Hasshub the son of Pa-

hath-Moab repaired a second piece,
13 and the tower of the furnaces. And
next to them?® repaired Shallum the
son of Hallohesh, the ruler of the half
part of Jerusalem, he and his daugh-
ters.

The valley-gate repaired Hanun,
and the inhabitants of Zanoah ; they
built it, and set up its doors, its locks
and its bars, and a thousand cubits
of the wall as far as the dung-gate.

And the dung-gate repaired Mal-
chijeh the son of Rechab, the chief
of the district of Beth-haccerem ; he
built it, and set up its doors, its locks
and its bars.

And the fountain-gate repaired
Shallun the son of Col-hozeh, the
chief of the district of Mizpah; he
built it, and covered it, and set up its
doors, its locks and ite bars, and the
wall of the pool of Shelah* by the
king's garden, and to the stairs that
go down from the city of David.

After him repaired Nehemiah the
son of Azbuk, the chief of the half

18

u

18

18

district of Beth-zur, even over against
the sepulchres of David, and to the
pool that was made, and to the house
of the mighty [men].

After him repaired the Levites,
Rehum the son of Bani. Next to him
repaired Hashabiah, the chief of the
half district of Keilah, for his district.

er him repaired their brethren,
Bavvai the son of Henadad, the chief
19 of the half district of Keilah. And
next to him repaired Ezer the son of

Jeshus, the ruler of Mizpah, a second

Ppiece over against the going up to the
%0 grmoury at the angle.™ After him

Baruch the son of Zabbai earnestly

repaired another* piece, from the

angle to the entry of the house of

i1 Eliashib the high priest. After him
repaired Meremoth the son of Urijah,
the son of Koz,% another* piece, from
the door of the house of Eliashib as
far as the ond of the house of Elia-
9 ghib. And after him repaired the
riests, the men of the plain [of

1 Jordan] .7 After them?* repaired Ben-
jamin and Hasshub over against their
house. After them? repaired Aza-
riah the son of Maaseiah, the son of
%4 Ananiah, by his house. After him
repaired Binnui the son of Henadad
another® piece, from the hounse of

Azariash to the angle, as far as the
% corner. Palal the son of Uzai, over

against the angle, and the high tower

that lies out from the king’s houss,
which was by the eourt of the prison.

After him, Pedaiah the son of Parosh.
6 (Now the Nethinim dwelt in Ophel,*

even over against the water-gate to-

ward the east, and the tower which
7 Jies out.) After him the Tekoites re-
paired a second piece, over against
the great tower which lies out, as far
8 ag the wall of Ophel. From above the
horse-gate repaired the priests, every
% one over against his house. After
them* repaired Zadok the son of Im-

17

18

r Heb. ‘pacha.” » Lit, *him,’

t Lit. ‘ son of perfumers.’

= Others, ‘[the Chaldeans] had left [the walls
of] Jerusalem as far os.’

¥ Biloam, (John ix. 7.)

* Or ‘ turning :* so vers. 20, 24, 25.
* Heb. ‘& second.’ '

s Lit. ‘him.’

¢ 8ee on 2 Chron. xxvii. 8,
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mer over against his house. Andafter
him repaired also Shemaiah the son
of Shechaniah, the keeper of the east-

8 gate. After bim repaired Hananiah
the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun the
sixth son of Zalaph, a second piece.
After them® repaired Meshullam the
son of Berechiah over against his

81 chamber. After him repaired Mal-
chijah of the © goldemiths to the place
of the Nethinim and of the dealers,
over against the gate Miphkad, and

3% {0 the ascent of® the corner. And be-
tween the ascent of® the corner and
the sheep-gate repaired the gold-
smiths and the dealers.

IV. And it came to pass that when
Sanballat heard that we built the
wall, he was an and very in-

% dignant, and mocked the Jews. And
he spoke before his brethren and the
army of Samaria, and said, What do
these feeble Jews ? shall they be per-
mitted to go on? Will they offer
sacrifices? Will they finish in a
day ? Will they revive the stones out
of the heaps of rubbish, when they

® are burned ? And Tobijah the Am-
monite was by him, and he said,
Even that which they build, if a
fox went up, it would break down

¢ their stone wall.—Hear, our God,
for we are despised, and turn their
reproach upon their own head, and
give them for a prey?in aland of cap-

8 tivity ! And cover not their iniquity,
and let not their sin be blotted out
from before thee; for they have pro-

8 voked the builders. But we built
the wall ; and all the wall was joined
together to the half thereof; for the
people had a mind# to work.

7 And it came to pass, when San-
ballat, and Tobijah, and the Arabians,
and the Ammonites, and the Ashdod-
ites heard that the walls of Jerusa-
lem were being repaired, that the
breaches began to be stopped, then

¢ they were very wroth, and conspired
all of them together to come to fight
against Jerusalem, and to hinder®
?it. Then we prayed to our God,
and set a watch against them day and
10 night, because of them. And Judah
said, The strength of the bearers of
burdens faileth, and there is much
rubbish ; so that we are not able to
build at the wall. And ouradversaries
said, They shall not know, neither
see, till we come into the midst of
them and kill them, and put an end
to the work. And it came to pass
that when the Jews that dwelt by
them came and told us so ten times,
from all the places whence they re-
turned! to us, I set in the lower
places behind the wall in exposed
places, I even set the people, accord-
ing to their families,with theirswords,
their spears and their bows. And I
looked, and rose up, and said to the
nobles, and to the rulers,* and to the
rest of the people, Be not afraid of
them : remember the Lord who is
great and terrible, and fight for your
brethren, your sons and your daugh-
ters, your wives and your houses.
And it came to pass that when our
enemies heard that it was known to
us, and that God bhad defeated their
counsel, we returned all of us to the
wall, every one to his work. And
from that time forth the half of my
servants wrought in the work, and
the other half of thexn held the spears,
and the shields, and the bows, and
the corslets; and the captains were
behind all the house of Judah. They
that built on the wall, and they that
bore burdens, with those that loaded,
wrought in the work with one hand,
and with the other they held a wea-
1 pon. And the builders had every
one his sword girded by his side, and

-
-

-
=

15

11

b Lit, * him.’ ¢ Lit. ‘son of the.
8 Lit, ‘house.”

» Or ‘ upper chamber in.’
t Or ‘to reproach.’

built. And he that sounded the
1? frumpet was by me. And I said to
¢ Lit, ‘heart.’
» Or ‘ harm.’

! Heb. *yeo return.’
X Asinil 18; s0v.7,17.
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the nobles, and to the rulers,! and

to the rest of the people, The work

is great and extended, and we are

scattered upon the wall, one far from
% gnother: in what place ye hear the
sound of the trumpet, thither shall
ye assemble to us; our God will
fight for us.

And we laboured in the work ; and
half of them held the spears from the
rising of the dawn till the stars ap-
38 peared. Likewise at the same time

said to the people, Let every one
with his servant™ lodge within Jeru-
salem, that in the night they may be

a guard to us, and [be for] labour in
8 theday. And neither I, nor my breth-

ren, nor my servants, nor the men of

the guard that followed me, none of us
ut off our garments: every one had

is weapon on his right side.®
V. And there was a great cry of the
people and of their wives against
8 their brethren the Jews. And there
were that said, We, our sons and our
daughters, are many, and we must
rocure® corn that we may eat and
8 live. And there were that said,

We have had to pledge our fields,

and our vineyards, and our houses,

that we might procure corn in the
4 dearth. And there were that said,

‘We have borrowed money for the

king’s tribute upon our fields and

$ vineyards; yet now our flesh is as
the flesh of our brethren, our children
as their children; and behold, we
must bring into bondage. our sons
‘and our daughters to be servants, and
some of our daughters are brought
into bondage [already]; neither is it
in the power of our hand [to redeem
them) , for other men have our fields
and our vineyards.

¢  And I was veryangry when I heard

7 their ery and these words. And I
consulted with myself; and I re-
monstrated with the nobles and the

31

rulers, and said to them, Ye exact
usury, every one of his brother!
And I set a great asserably against
8 them. And I said to them, We, ac-
cording to our ability,have redeemed P
our brethren the Jews, who were sold
to the nations; and will ye even sell
your brethren ? or shall they be sold
unto us ? And they were silent and
? found no answer. And I said, The
thing that ye do is not good. Ought
ye not to walk in the fear of our God,
so a8 not to be the reproach of the
10 nations our enemies? I also, my
brethren and my servants, we might
exact usury of them, money and corn.
I pray you, let us leave off this usury. |-
11 Restore, I pray you, to them this
very day 9 their fields, their vineyards,
their olive-gardens, and their houses,
also the hundredth [part] of the
money, and of the corn, the wine
and the oil, that ye have exacted of
them. And they said, We will restore
{them], and will require nothing of
them; so will we do, as thou hast
said. And T called the priests, and
took an oath of them, that they should
do according to this promise. Also
I shook my lap, and said, So God
shake out every man from his house
and from his earnings, that perform-
eth not this promise: even thus be
he shaken out and emptied! And
all the congregation said, Amen!
And they praised Jehovah. And the
people did according to this promise.
Moreover from the time that I was
appointed to be their governor® in the
land of Judah, from the twentieth
year even to the thirty-second year
of Artaxerxes the king, twelve years,
I and my brethren have not eaten
the bread of the governor.” But the
former governors that were before
me had been chargeable to the people,
and had taken of them bread and
wine, besides forty shekels of silver:

-
o

1

! Bes note on ver, 14,
= Heb. ‘ young man ;' and so ver, 23, and chap.

. 8.
» Others ‘... [in going to] the water ;" probably

a corrupt reading.
» 8trictly ‘ bought,’
4 Or ‘at once.'
* Heb. ‘ pacha:’ 8o ver, 15, 18,

° Or  let us procure.’
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even their servants bore rule over the
people. But I did not so, because of

18 the fear of God. Yea, also I applied
myself to this work of the wall, and
we bought no fields; and all my ser-
vants were gathered thither for the

17 work. And there were at my table
s hundred and fifty of the Jews and
the rulers,® besides those that came
to us from among the nations that

18 were about us. And that which was
propared daily was one ox [and]
six choice sheep ; also fowls were pre-
pered for me, and once in ten days
all sorts of wine in abundance. Yet
for all this I demanded not the bread
of the governor; for the service was

19 heavy upon this people. Remember
for me, my God, for good, all that I
have done for this people.

VI. And it came to pass when San-
ballat, and Tobijah, and Geshem the
Arabian, and the rest of our enemies,
heard that I had built the wall, and
that there was no breach left in it
(though at that time I had not set up

% the doors in the gates), that Sanballat
and Geshem sent to me, saying,Come,
let us meet together in the villages
in the plaint of Ono. But the

. 8 thought to do me mischief. And
sent messengers to them, saying, I
am doing a great work, and I cannot
come down. Why should the work
cease, whilst I leave it and come

4 down to you? And they sent to me
four times after this sort; and I an-
swered them in the same manner.

8 Then sent Sanballat hisservant®tome
in this manner the fifth time, with an

8 open letter in his hand, in which was
written: It is reported among the
nations, and Gashmu says [it, that}
thou and the Jews think to rebel,
for which cause thou buildest the
wall, and according to these words

" thou wilt become their king. And
thou hast also appointed prophets to

roclaim concerning thee at Jerusa-
em saying, There is a king in Judah!

And now it will be reported to the
king according to these words. Come
now therefore, and let us take coun-
sel together. And I sent to him,
saying, There are no such things
done as thou sayest, but thou feign-
est them out of thine own heart.
For they all would have made us
afraid, saying, Their hands shall be
slackened from the work, that it
be not earried out..—Now therefore
strengthen my hands!

And I came to the house of She-
maiah the son of Delaiah, the son
of Mehetabeel, who had shut him-
gelf up. And he said, Let us meet
together in the house of God, within
the temple, and let us shut the doors
of the temple; for they are coming
to kill thee; even in the night™ are
they coming to kill thee. And I said,
Should such & man as I flee? and
who is there, that, being as I am,
could go into the temple, and live ? X
will not goin. And I perceived, and
behold, God had not sent him ; for
he pronounced this prophecy against
me; and Tobijah and Sanballat had
hired him. Therefore was he hired,
that I should be afraid, and do so,
snd sin, and that they might have
wherewith to spread an evil report,
that they might reproach me. My
God, remember Tobijah and San-
ballat according to these their works,
and also the prophetess Noadiah, and
the rest of the prophets who would
have put me in fear.

So the wall was finished on the
twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days.
And 1t came to pass that when all
our enemies heard [of it], all the
nations that were about us were
afraid and were much cast down in
their own eyes, and they perceived |
th:.; this work was wrought by our
God.

Moreover in those days the nobles
of Judah sent many letters to Tobijah,
and those of Tobijah came to them.

1
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s See on chap. ii. 16.
t Or ‘valley :* see on Josh, xi, 8,

s Heh, ¢ young man.’
* Or * to-night.’
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18 For there were many in Judah sworn
to him ; for he was & son-in-law of
Shechanish the son of Arah ; and his
son Johanan had taken the daughter
of Meshullam the son of Berechiah.

19 Algo they spoke of his good deeds™
before me, and reported my words*
to him. [And]Tobijah sent letters to
put me in fear.

VI1I. And it came to pass when the
wall was built, and I had set up
the doors, that the doorkeepers and
the singers and the Levites were ap-

3 pointed. And I gave my brother
Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of
the eitadel, charge over Jerusalem ;
for he was a faithful man and feared

5 God above many. And I said to

them that the gates of Jerusalem

should not be opened until the sun
was hot, and that they should shut
the doors and bar them while they
stood by; and that there should be
appointed watches of the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, every one in his
watch, and every one over against
his house. Now the city was large
and great ; but the people in it were
few, and no houses were built. And
my God put into my heart to gather
together the nobles, and the rulers,y
and the people, for registration by ge-
nealogy. And I found a genealogical
register of those that had come up
at the first, and I found written in it :

These are the children of the pro-

vinee that went up out of the captivity

of those that had been carried away,
whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of

Babylon had carried away, and who

came again to Jerusalem and to Ju-

dsh, every one to his city ; those who
came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehe-
miah, Agariah, Raamiah, Nahamani,

Mordecai,Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai,

Nehum, Baanah. The number of the

men of the people of Israel:

8 The children of Parosh, two thou-

sand one hundred and seventy-two.

? The children of Shephatiah, three

-

-

10 hundred and-seventy-two. The chil-
dren of Arah, six hundred and fifty-
1 two. The children of Pahath-Moab,
of the children of Jeshua and Joab,
two thousand eight hundred and
1% eighteen. The children of Elam, &
thousand two hundred and fifty-four.
18 The children of Zattu, eight hundred
1 and forty-five. The children of Zac-
18 cai, seven hundred and sixty. The
children of Binnui, six hundred and
18 forty-eight. The children of Bebai,
¥ gix hundred and twenty-eight. The
children of Azgad, two thousand
18 three hundred and twenty-two. The
children of Adonikam, six hundred
¥ and sixty-seven. The children of
Bigvai, two thousand and sixty- |
% goven. 'The children of Adin, six
9! hundred and fifty-five. The children
of Ater of [the family of ] Hezekiah,
2 ninety-eight. The children of Ha-
shum, three hundred and twenty-
8 gight. The children of Bezai, three
% hundred and twenty-four. The chil-
dren of Hariph, a hundred and
38 twelve. The children of Gibeon,
%6 ninety-five. The men of Bethlehem
and Netophah, a hundred and eighty- |
97 eight. The men of Anathoth, a hun-
8 dred and twenty-eight. The men of
12 Beth-azmaveth, forty-two. The men
of Kirjath-jearim, Chephirah, and
Beeroth, seven hundred and forty-
80 three. The men of Ramah and Geba,
8 gix hundred and twenty-one. The
men of Michmas, a hundred and
8 twenty-two. The men of Bethel
and Ai, a hundred and twenty-three.
% The men of the other Nebo, fifty-
84 two. The children of the other Elam,
& thousand two hundred and fifty-
38 four. The children of Harim, three
6 hundred and twenty. The children
of Jericho, three hundred and forty-
87 five. The children of Lod, Hadid,
and Ono, seven hundred and twenty-
%8 one. The children of Senaah, three
thousand nine hundred and thirty.
The priests: the children of Je-

89

 mave, ‘kindnessea;’ cf. ix. 25, Not avmn,
which would be ‘ pious deeds,’ as xiii. 14.

* Or ‘matters.’
7 See note on chap, ii. 16
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daiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine
4 hundred and seventy-three. The

children of Immer, a thousand and
4 fifty-two. The children of Pashhur,

& thousand two hundred and forty-
43 geven. The children of Harim, a
thousand and seventeen.

The Levites: the children of Je-
shua [and] of Kadmiel, of the chil-
dren of Hodvah, seventy-four.

The singers : the ehildren of Asaph,
a hundred and forty-eight.

The doorkeepers: the children of
Shallum, the children of Ater, the
children of Talmon, the children of
Akkub, the children of Hatita, the
children of Shobai, & hundred and
thirty-eight.

The Nethinim: the children of
Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the
47 children of Tabbaoth, the children

of Keros, the children of Sia, the
48 children of Padon, the children of

Lebana, the children of Hagaba, the
49 children of Salmai, the children of

Hanan, the children of Giddel, the
80 children .of Gahar, the children .of

Reaiagh, the childrem of Rezin, the
51 children of Nekoda, the children

of Gazzam, the children of Uzza, the
53 children of Phaseah, the children of

Besai, the children of Meunim,® the
88 children of Nephishesim,* the chil-

dren of Bakbuk, the children of

Hakupha, the children of Harhur,
54 the children of Bazlith, the children

of Mehida, the ehildren.of Harsha,
58 the children of Barkos, the children
88 of Sisera, the children of Thamah, the
children of Neziah, -the children of
Hatipha.

The children of Solomon’s ser-
vants: the children of Sotai, the
children of Sophereth, the children
88 of Perida, the children of Jazala, the

children of Darkon, the children of
0 Giddel, the children of Bhephatish,

the children of Hattil, the children
of Pochereth-Hazzebaim, the chil-
dren of Amon.

4

4“

48

48

87

8  All the Nethinim, and the children
of Solomon's servants, three hundred
and ninety-two.

And these are they that went up
from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub-
Addon and Immer; but they could
not shew their father's house, nor
their seed, whether they were of Is-
%2 rael. The children of Delaiah, the

children of Tobijah, the children of

Nekods, six hundred and forty-two.
% And of the priests: the children of

Hobaiah,? the children of Koz, the

children of Barzillai, who took a wife

of the daughters of Barzillai the

Gileadite and was called after their
% name. These sought their genea-

logical register, but it was not found ;

therefore were they, as poliuted, re-
% moved from the priestheod. And
the Tirshatha said to them that they
should not eat of the most holy
things, till there stood up the priest
with Urim and Thummim.

The whole congregation together
was forty-twe thousand three hun-
87 dred and sixty, besides their servants

and their maids, of whom there were

seven thousand three hundred and

thirty-seven ; and they had two hun-

dred and forty-five singing-men and
6 ginging-women. Their horses were

seven hundred and thirty-six; their

mules, two hundred and forty-five;
8 the camels, four hundred and thirty-
five; the asses, six thousand seven
hundred and twenty.

And some of the chief fathers gave
to ¢the work. The Tirshatha gave to
the treasure a thousand darics of
gold, fifty basons, five hundred and
"1 thirty prieats’' coats. And [some] of

the chief fathers gave to the treasure

of the work twenty thousand darics of
gold, and two thousand two hundred

" pounds® of silver. And that which
the rest of the people gave was twenty
thousand darics of gold, and two thou-
sand pounds of silver, and sixty-seven
priests’ coats.

61
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» Or ‘the Maonites.’
& Or ‘ the Nephusites:’ ¢f, Ezra il. 50.
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78 And the priests, and the Levites,

and the doorkeepers, and the singers,
and [some] of the people, and the
Nethinim, and all Israel, dwelt in
their cities.

VIII. And when the seventh month
came, and the children of Israel were
in their cities, all the people gathered
together as one man to the open place
that was before the water-gate; and
they spoke to Ezra the scribe to bring
the book of the law of Moses, which

3 Jehovahhad commanded Israel. And
Ezra the priest broughtthe law before
the congregation both of men and
women, and all that could hear with
understanding, on the first day of the

® goventh month. And he read in it
before the open place that was before
the water-gate from the morning until
midday, in presence of the men and
the women, and those that cowld
understand. And the ears of all the
people were {attentive] to the boek
¢ ofthelaw. And Ezra the seribe stood
upon e high stage of wood, which
they had made for the purpose. And
beside him stood Mattithiah, and
Shema, and Anaigh, and Urijah, and
Hilkijah, and Maageiah on his right
hand ; and on his left hand, Pedaiah,
and Mishael, and Malchijah, and
Hashum, and Hashbaddans, Zecha-

5 riah, Meshullam. And Ezra opened
the book in the sight of all the peo-
ple, for he was above all the people;
and when he opened it, all the peo-

% ple stood up. And Ezra blessed

ehovah, the great God; and all the
eople answered, Amen, Amen | with
Pifting up of their hands; and they
bowed their heads, and wershipped
Jehoveh with their faces to the

7 ground. And Jeshua, and Bani, and
Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shab-
bethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita,
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelainh,
and the Levites, caused the people
to understand the law; and the peo-

& ple}stood] in their place. And they
read in the law of God distinetly out
of the book, and gave the sense, and

9

-
o
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1

18

16

caused [them] to understand the
reading.

And Nehemiah, that is, the Tir-
shatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe,
and the Levites that explained to the
people, said to all the people, This
day is holy to Jehovah your God:
mourn not, nor weep. For all the
people wept when they heard the
words of the law. And he said to
them, Go your way, eat the fat, and
drink the sweet, and send portions to
them for whomn nothing is prepared ;
for the day is koly to our Lord; and
be net grieved, for the joy of Jehovah
is your strength. And the Levites
quieted all the people, saying, Be
still ! for the day is holy ; neither be
grisved. And all the people went
their way, to eat and te drink, and
to aend portions, and to make great
rejoicing. For they had understood
the words that were declared to
them.

And on the second day were gath-
ered together the chief fathers of all
the people, the priests, and the Le-
vites, to Ezra the seribe, even to gain
wisdom a8 to the words of the law.
And they found written in the law
which Jehovah had commanded
through Moses, that the children
of ¥srael should dwell in booths in
the feast of the seventh month, and
that they should publish and proclaim
through all their cities and at Jeru-
salem, saying, Go forth to the mount,
and fetch olive-branches, and wild
olive-branches, and myrtle-branches,
and palm-branches, and branches of
thick trees, te meake booths, as it is
written. And the people went forth
and brought [them7, and made them-
selves booths, everyone upon the roof
of his house, and in their courts, and
in the courts of the house of God,
and in the open space of the water-
gate, and in the open space of the gate
of Ephraimn. And all the ocongrega-
tion of them that had come back from
the captivity made booths, and dwelt
in the booths. For since the days of
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Jeshua the son of Nun until that

day had not the children of Israel

done so. And there was very great
gladness.

Also day by day, from the first day
to the last day, he read? in the book
of the law of God. And they ob-
served the feast seven days; and on
the eighth day was a solemn assem-
bly, according to the ordinance.

IX. And on the twenty-fourth day of
this month the children of Israel
were nssembled with fasting, and
with sackclothes, and earth upon

% them. And the seed of Israel sepa-
rated themselves from all foreigners,
and stood and confessed their sins,
and the iniquities of their fathers.

8 And they stood up in their place, and
read in the book of the law of Jeho-
vah their God a fourth part of the
day; and a fourth part they confessed,
and worshipped Jehovah their God.

¢ Then stood up upon the platform of
the Levites, Jeshua, and Bani, Kad-
miel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah,

Bani, Chenani, and cried with a loud

voice to Jehovah their God.

8 And the Levites, Jeshua, and Kad-
miel, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah,
Hodijah, Shebaniah, Pethahiah, said,
Stand up, bless Jehovah your God
from eternity to eternity. And let
[men] bless the name of thy glory
which is exalted above all blessing

¢ and praise. Thou art the Same,®thou
alone, Jehovah, who hast made the
heaven of heavens, and all their
host, the earth and all that is there-
in, the seas and all that is therein.

And thou quickenest them: all; and

the host of heaven worshippeth thee.

7 Thou art the Same,*Jehovah Elohim,
who didst choose Abram and brought-
est him forth out of Ur of the Chal-
dees, and gavest him the name of

8 Abraham; and foundest his heart
faithful before thee, and madest the
covenant with him to give the land

18

of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the

Amorites, and the Perizzites, and

the Jebusites, and the Girgashites,—

to give it to his seed; and thou hast
performed thy words, for thou art
? righteous. And thou sawestthe afflic-
tion of our fathers in Egypt, and
heardest their cry by the Red Sea;
10 and didst shew signs and wonders
upon Pharaoh, and upon all his ser-
vants, and upon all the people of his
land; for thou knewest that they
dealt proudly against them, and thou
didst make thee & name, as it is
11 this day. And thou didst divide the
sea before them, and they went
through the midst of the sea on dry
[ground]; and their pursuers thoum
threwest into the depths, as a stone
into the mighty waters.

And thou leddest them in the day
by a pillar of cloud, and in the night by
a pillar of fire, to give them light in
the way wherein they should go.
18 And thou camest down on mount

Sinal, and didst speak with them from

the heavens, and gavest them right

judgmentst and true laws, good sta-
M tutes and commandments. And

thou madest known unto them thy

holy sabbath, and prescribedst for

them commandments and statutes

and a law, through Moses thy ser-
15 yvant. And thou gavest them bread
from the heavens for their hunger,
and broughtest forth water for them
out of the rock for their thirst, and
didst say to them that they should
go in to possess the land which thou
badst sworn to give them.

But they, our¢fathers, dealt proud-
ly, and hardened their neck, and
hearkened not to thy command-
17 ments, and refused to obey, neither

were they mindful of thy wonders

which thou hadst done among® them ;
but hardened their neck, and in their
rebellion made a captain to return to
their bondage. But thou art a God

18

18

40r ‘oneread;’ ‘there was reading.’
¢ Or ‘Thou art He,” an expression which is
really a name of God: cf. Deut, xxxii. 39; 2 8am.

vii. 28; Ps. cii. 27.
& Or * they and our,”
k Lit. ‘ with.’

? Or * ordinances.’
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ready to forgive,! gracious and merci-
ful, slow to anger and of great loving-
kindness,! and thoa forsookest them

18 not. Yea, when they had made
them a molten calf, and said, This
is thy god that brought thee up out of
Egypt! and they had wrought great

18 provocation, yet thou in thy meani-
fold mercies forsookest them not in
the wilderness. The pillar of the
cloud departed not from over them
by day to lead them on the way;
neither the pillar of fire by night, to
shew them light, and the way where-

¥ jn they should go. Thou gavest also
thy good spirit to instruct them, and
withheldest not thy manna from their
mouth, and gavest them water for

11 their thirst. Yea, forty years didst
thou sustain them in the wilderness;
they lacked nothing; their clothes
grew not old, and their foet swelled
not.

%8 And thou gavest them kingdoms
and peoples, and didst divide them
by countries ; and they possessed the
land of Sihon, as well the land of the
king of Heshbon, as the land of Og

%8 king of Bashan. And their children
thou didst multiply as the stars of
heaven, and thou broughtest them
into the land concerning which thou
didst say to their fathers that they

8¢ ghould go in to possess it. And the
children went in and possessed the
land ; and thousubduedst before them
the inhabitants of the land, the
Canaanites, and gavest them into
their hands, both their kings and the
peoples of the land, that they might

35 do with them as they would. And

they took strong cities, and a fat

land, and possessed houses full of all
good things, wells digged, vineyards
and olive-gardens, and fruit trees
in abundance. And they did eatand
were filled, and became fat, and de-
lighted themselves in thy great good-
ness.

But they were disobedient, and

rebelled against thee, and cast thy
law behind their backs, and slew
thy prophets who testified against
them to turn them to thee, and they
wrought great provocations. And
thou gavest them into the hand of
their oppressors, and they oppressed
them; and in the time of their dis-
tress, when they cried unto thee,
thou heardest them from the hea-
vens, and according to thy manifold
mercies thou gavest them saviours,
who saved them out of the hand of
their oppressors.

But when they had rest, they did
evil again before thee; and thou
didst leave them in the hand of
their enemies, and they had do-
minion over them; and again they
cried unto thee, and thou heardest
[them] from the heavens, and many
times didst thou deliver them, ac- |
cording to thy mercies. And thou
testifiedst against them, that thou
mightest bring them again unto thy
law; but they dealt proudly, and
hearkened not unto thy command-
ments, but sinned against thine or-
dinances (which if a man do, he shall
live in them); and they withdrew the
shoulder, and hardened their neck,
and would not hear. And many
years didst thou forbear with them,
and testifiedst against them by thy
spirit through thy prophets; but they
would not give ear: and thou gavest
them into the hand of the peoples of
the lands. Neverthelessforthy mani-
fold mereies’ sake, thou didst not
make s full end of them nor forsake
them ; for thou art a gracious and
merciful God.*

And now, our God, the great, the
mighty, and the terrible God,* who
keepest covenant and loving-kind-
ness, let not all the trouble seem little
before thee, that hath come upon us,
on our kings, on our princes, and on
our priests, and on our prophets,
and on our fathers, and on all thy

80

-

i Lit. *a God of pardons.’ .
3 wer: so xiii. 22. (It is a different word in

ver. 25, below.) See on 2 Chron, vi. 42,
L3 72
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people, since the days of the kings

" of Assyria unto this day. But thou
art just in all that is come upon
us; for thou hast acted according to
truth, and we have done wickedly.

8 And our kings,our princes,our priests,
and our fathers, have not performed
thy law, nor hearkened unto thy
commandments and thy testimonies,
wherewith thou didst testify against
them.! And they have not served
thee in their kingdom, and in thy
great goodness that thou gavest them,
and in the large and fat land that
thou didst set before them, neither
turned they from their wicked works.
8% Behold, we are servants™ this day,
and the land that thou gavest unto
our fathers to eat the fruit thereof
and the good thereof, behold, we are
bondmen in it. And it yieldeth
much increase unto the kings whom
thou hast set over us because of our
sins: and they have dominion over
our bodies, and over our cattle, at
their pleasure; and we are in great
distress. And because of all this we
make 8 sure covenant, and write it;
and our princes, our Levites, [and]
our priests are at the sealing.

X. Andatthe head of those that sealed
were Nehemiah the Tirshatha, the
son of Hachaliah, and Zedekish.—

8 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, ® Pagh-

¢ hur, Amariah, Malchijah, Hattush,

8 Shebaniah, Malluch, Harim, Mere-

8 moth, Obadiah, Daniel, Ginnethon,

" Baruch, Meshullam, Abijah, Mi-

8 jamin, Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemeiah:

? these were the priests.—And the
Levites: Jeshua the son of Aza-
niah ; Binnui, of the sons of Hena-

10 dad; Kadmiel, and their brethren,
Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kelita, Pela-

1 jgh, Hanan, Mica, Rehob, Hasha-

12 biah, Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,

18 Hodijah, Bani, Beninu,—!* The chief
of the people: Parosh, Pahath-

15 Moab, Elam, Zatthu, Bani, Bunni,

8

@

h<1

®

—

16 Aggad, Bebai, Adonijah, Bigvai,
17 Adin, Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, !¢ Ho-
1% dijeh, Hashum, Bezai, Hariph,
% Apathoth, Nebai, Magpiash, Me-
31 ghullam, Hezir, Meshezabeel, Za-
32 dok, Jaddua, Pelatiah, Hanan,
%8 Anaiah, Hoshea, Hananiah, Has-
% ghub, Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek,
2 Rehum, Hashabnah,Maaseiah, % and
37 Ahijah, Hanan, Apan, Malluch,

Harim, Baanah.

And the rest of the people, the
priests, the Levites, the doorkeepers,
the singers, the Nethinim, and all
they that had separated themselves
from the peoples of the lands to
the law of God, their wives, their
sons and their daughters, every one
having knowledge Ela.nd] having
understanding, joined with their
brethren, their nobles, and entered
into a curse and into an oath, to walk
in the law of God, which had been
given by Moses the servant of God,
and to keep and do all the com-
mandments of Jehovah our Lord, and
his ordinances and his statutes;
and that we would not give our
daughters to the peoples of the land,
nor take their daughters for our sons:
and that if the peoples of the land
brought wares or any grain on the
sabbath day to sell, we would not take
it of them on the sabbath, or on
ia,ny] holy day; and that we would
eave [the land uncultivated] the
seventh year, and the exaction of
every debt.®

And we made ordinances® for us,
to charge ourselves yearly with the
third part of & shekel for the service
of the house of our God, for the bread
to be set in rows, and for the continual
oblation, and for the econtinual burnt-
offering, [for that] of the sabbaths
[and] of the new moons, for the set
feasts and for the holy® [things], and
for the sin-offerings to make an atone-
ment for Israel, and [for] all the

! Or ‘in the midst of them.’
= Or ‘ bondmen.’
o Lit, ‘ the debt of every hand,’ i.e. for which

any one had given his hand.
o Lit, ‘ commandments.’
P Or ‘ hallowed.'
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8¢ work of the house of our God. And
we cast the lots among the priests,
the Levites, and the people, for the
wood-offering, to bring {it] into the
house of our God, according to our
fathers' houses, at times appointed
year by year, to burn upon the altar
of Jehovah our God, as it is .written
8 in the law; and to bring the first-
fruits of our land, and the firstfruits
of all fruit of all trees, year by year
8 o the house of Jehovah, and the first-
born of our sons and of our cattle, as
it is written in the law; and to bring
the firstlings of our herds and of our
flocks to the house of our God, to the
priests that minister in the house of
87 our God ; and that we should bring
the firstfruits of our coarse meal and
our heave-offerings, and the fruit of
all manner of trees, new wine and oil,
to the priests, into the chambers of
the house of our God, and the tithes
of our ground to the Levites, that
they, the Levites, should take the
tithes in all the cities of our tillage.
88 And the priest the son of Aaron shall
be with the Levites, when the Levites
take tithes; and the Levites shall
bring up the tithe of the tithes to the
house of our God, into the chambers
89 of the treagure-house. For the chil-
dren of Israel and the children of
Levi shall bring the heave-offering
of the corn, of the new wine and the
oil, into the chambers, where are the
vessels of the sanctuary, and the
riests that minister, and the door-
Eeepers and the singers. And we will
not forsake the house of our God.
XI. And the princes of the people
dwelt in Jerusalem ; and the rest of
the people cast lots, to bring one
of ten to dwell in Jerusalem, the holy
city, and nine parts in the cities.
2 And the people blessed all the men
that willingly offered themselves to
dwell in Jerusalem.
8 And these are the chiefs of the pro-
vince that dwelt in Jerusalem ; but

in the cities of Judah dwelt every one
in his possession in their cities, Is-
rael, the priests, and the Levites,
and the Nethinim, and the children

4 of Solomon’s servants. And in Jeru-
salem dwelt some of the children of
Judah and of the children of Ben-
jamin.

Of the children of Judah: Athaiah
the son of Uzziah, the son of Zecha-
riah, the son of Amariah, the son of
Shephatiah, the son of Mahalaleel,

% of the children of Pherez; and Maa-
seiah the son of Baruch, the son of
Col-hozeh, the son of Hazaigh, the
son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib,
the son of Zechariah, the son of

6 Shiloni.a All the children of Pherez
that dwelt in Jernsalem were four
hundred and sixty-eight valiant men.

T  And these are the children of Ben-
jamin : Sallu the son of Meshullam,
the son of Joed, the son of Pedaiah,
the son of Kolaiah, the son of Maa-
geiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of

8 Isainh ; and after him, Gabbai, Sallai,

? nine hundred and twenty-eight: and
Joel the son of Zicri was their over-
seer, and Judah the son of Senuah*
was second over the city.

10 Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of®
11 Joiarib, Jachin, Seraiah the son of

Hilkijah, the son of Meshullam, the
son of Zadok, the son of Mersaioth,
the son of Ahitub, the rulert of the

1 house of God. And their brethren

that did the work of the house,
eight hundred and twenty-two; and
Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the
son of Pelalinh, the son of Amuzi,
the son of Zechariah, the son of

18 Pashhur, the son of Malchijah ; and

his brethren, chief fathers, two hun-
dred and forty-two; and Amassai the
son of Azareel, the son of Ahzai,
the son of Meshillemoth, the son of

 Immer ; and their brethren, mighty

men of valour, 2 hundred and twenty-
eight: and their overseer was Zab-
diel the son of Gedolim.”

2 Or ‘son of the Shilonites:’ cf. 1 Chron. ix. 5.
¢ Or ‘ Hassenuah.’

»*The son of ’ is doubtful: ¢f. 1 Chron. ix. 10,
t Or ‘overseer,” * Or ‘ Haggedolim,’
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18 And of the Levites: Bhemaiah the
son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam,
the son of Hashabiah, the son of
18 Bunni; and ShabbethaiandJozabad,
of the chiefs of the Levites, [who
were] over the outward work of the
17 house of God ; and Mattaniah the son
of Mica, the son of Zabdi, the son of

Asaph, [who was] the prineipal to be-

gin the thanksgiving in prayer; and

Bakbukiah, the second among his

brethren, and Abda the son of Sham-

mua, the son of Galal, the son of
18 Jeduthun : all the Levites in the
holy city were two hundred and
eighty-four.

And the doorkeepers, Akkub, Tal-
mon, and their brethren, that kept
watch at the gates, were a hundred
and seventy-two.

And the residue of Israel, the
priests, [and] the Levites, were in all
the cities of Judah, every ome in his
81 jpheritance. And the Nethinim

dwelt in Ophel ; and Ziha and Gispa
19 were over the Nethinim. And the

overseer of the Levites at Jerusalem
was Uzzi the son of Bani, the son of

Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah,

the son of Mica, of the sons of Asaph,

the singers, for the work of the house
8 of God. For it was the king’s com-

mandment concerning them, and

there was a settled portion for the
U gingers, due for each day. And
Pothahiah the son of Meshezabesl,
of the children of Zerah the son of
Judah, was at the king's hand¥ in
all matters concerning the people.

And as to the hamlets* in their
fields, [soms] of the children of Judah
dwelt 1n Kirjath-arba and its depen-
dent villages, and in Dibon and its
dependent villages, and in Jekabzeel
* and its dependent villages, and in

Jeshua, and in Moladah, and in Beth-
%7 phelet, and in Hazar-Shual, and in

Beersheba and its dependent villages,
3 and in Ziklag, and 1n Meconah and

19

20

a8

19 its dependent villages; and in En-
Rimmon, and in Zorah, and in Jar-
8¢ muth, Zanoah, Adullam, and their
- hamlets, in Lachish and its fields, in
Azekah and its dependent villages :
and they encamped from Beersheba

51 ynto the valley of Hinnom. And
the children of Benjamin from Geba

dwelt] in Michmash and Aija and
ethel, and their dependent villages,

82 in Anathoth, Nob, Ananish, # Hazor,

8 Ramah, Gittaim, Hadid, Zeboim,

88 Neballat, Lod, and Ono, the valley

88 of craftsmen. And of the Levites
there were divisions of Judah [dwell-
ing] in Benjamin.

XTII. And these are the priests and
the Lievites that went up with Zerub-
babel the son of Shealtiel, and
Jeshua: Beraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,

% Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, ® She-

¢ chaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, Iddo,

® (Ginnethoi, Abijah, Mijamin, Maa-
¢ dial, Bilgah, 8hemaiah, and Joiarib,

7 Jedaiah, Sallu, Amok, Hilkijah,
Jedaiah. These were the chief of
the priests and of their brethren in
the days of Jeshua.

8  And the Levites: Jeshua, Binnui,
Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, Matta-
niab, [who was] over the thanks-

9 giving, he and his brpthren; and

Bakbukiah and Unni, their brethren,

were over against them as watches.”

And Jeshua begot Joiskim, and
Joiakim begot Elashib, and Elia-
1 ghib begot Joiada, and Joiada be-
got Jonathan, and Jonathan begot
Jaddua.

And in the days of Joiakim were
priests, chief fathers: of* Seraiah,
Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananish ;
18 of Egra, Meshullam; of Amariah,
U4 Jehohanan ; of Melicu, Jonathan ; of
15 Shebaniah, Joseph ; of Harim, Adna;
18 of Maraioth, Helia.i; of Iddo, Zecha-
17 riah ; of Ginnethon, Meshullam ; of

Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin [and]
18 Moadiah,* Piltai; of Bilgah, Sham-

10

1

= i.e., at Shushan,
* Or ' enclosures,’ * farms.”
¥ Or *in [their] charges.’

* Or ‘for;’ and so all through this passage,
L , ver. 5.
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1% mua; of Shemaiah, Jehonathan ; and

of Joiarib,Mattenai ; of Jedaiah,Uzzi;
20 of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber;
31 of Hilkijah, Hashabiah ; of Jedaiah,
Nethaneel.

Of the Levites, the chief fathers
were recorded in the days of Eliashib,
- Joiada, and Johanan,’ and Jaddua,

and the priests, until® the reign of
3% Darius the Persian.? The children

of Levi, the chief fathers, were re-
corded in the book of the chronicles,
even until the days of Johanan?® the
2 gon of Eliashib. And the chief Le-
vites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and
Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with
their brethren over against them, to
praise [and] to give thanks, accord-
ng to the commandment of David
the man of God, ward over against
% ward. Mattaniah and Bakbukish,

Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, Ak-

kub, were doorkeepers keeping the

ward at the storehouses of the gates.
2 These were in the days of Joiakim
the son of Jeshua the son of Jozadak,
and in the days of Nehemiah the
governor, and of Ezra the priest, the
scribe.

And at the dedication of the wall
of Jerusalem they sought the Levites
out of all their places, to bring them
to Jerusalem, to hold the dedication
with gladness, both with thanksgiv-
ings, and with singing, {with] cym-
8 bals, lutes and harps. And the

children of the singers were adsem-

bled, both from the plain [of Jordan]
round about Jerusalem, and from the
 villages of the Netophathites, also
from Beth-Gilgal,® and out of the
fields of Geba and Azmaveth; for
the singers had built themselves
bhamlets! round about Jerusalem.
80 And the priests and the Levites
urified themselves; and they puri-
ged the people, and the gates and
the wall.

27

8

And I brought up the princes of
Judah upon the wall and appointed
two great choirs and processions, on
the right hand upon the wall towards
9 the dung-gate. And after them went

Hoshaiah, and half of the princes of
8 Judah, and Azariah, Ezra, and Me-

84 ghullam, Judah and Benjamin, and

8 Shemaiah, and Jeremiah, and [cer-
tain] of the priests’ sons with trum-
pets: Zechariah the son of Jonathan,
the son of Shemaiah, the son of
Mattaniah, the son of Micaiah, the

% gon of Zaccur, the son of Asaph; and
his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azareel,
Milalai,Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and
Judah, Hanani, with the musical in-
struments of David the man of God ;
and Ezra the scribe before them.

87 And at the fountain-gate, and over

against them, they went up by the

stairs of the city of David, at the
ascent of the wall, above the house of

David, even to the water-gate east-

ward.

And the second choir went in the
opposite direction upon the wall, and
I after them, and the half of the
people, from beyond the tower of the
8 furnaces even to the broad wall ; and
from above the gate of Ephraim,
and above the gate of the old [wall],
and above the fish-gate, and the
tower of Hananeel, and the tower of
Meah, even to the sheep-gate; and
they stood still in the prison-gate.

And both choirs stood in the house
of God, and I, and the half of the
4 rulers® with me; and the priests,

Elirkim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Mi-

caiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, Hana-

4 niah, with trumpets ; and Maaseiah,
and Shemaiah, and Eleazar, and
Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and Malchijah,
and Elam, and Ezer. And the singers
sang loud; and Jizrahiah was their

8 overseer. And that day they offered®
great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for

40

b Jonathan (ver. 11). © Or ‘under.’
4 Darius III., Codomanus; according to those
who translate ‘under the reign,” it would be

Durius IL., Nothus.

« Or ‘ the house of Gilgal.’
£ Of. chap. xi. 28,

¢ 8ea on chap. ii, 18,

& Lit. ‘sacrificed.’
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God had made them rejoice with
great joy; and also the women and
the children rejoiced. And the joy of
Jerusalem was heard even afar off.
And at that time! men were ap-
pointed over the chambers of the
treasures for the heave-offerings, for
the firstfruits, and for the tithes, to
gather into them out of the fields of
the cities the portions assigned by
the law for the priests and the

Levites; for Judah rejoiced over

the priests, and over the Levites that

4 waited. And, with the singers and
the doorkeepers, they kept the ward
of their God, and the ward of the
purification, according to the com-
mandment of David En,nd] of Solo-

48 mon his son. For of old, in the days
of David and Asaph, there were the
chiefs of the singers, and songs of
praise and thanksgivings to God.

47 And all Israel, in the days of Zerub-
babel and in the days of Nehemiah,
gave the portions of the singers and
the doorkeepers, every day what was
needed, and they consecrated ® things
for the Levites ; and the Levites con-
secrated for the children of Aaron.

XIII. On that day they read in the
book of Moses in the audience of
the people; and there was found
written in it that the Ammonite and
the Moabite should not come into the

® congregation of God for ever; be-
cause they had not met the children
of Israel with bread and with water,
and bad hired Balaam against them,
to curse them; but our God turned

® the curse into blessing. And it came
to pass, when they heard the law,
that they separated from Israel all
the mixed multitude.

+  Andbefore this, Eliashib the priest,
who had the oversight of the cham-
bers! of the house of our God, a

® kinsman of Tobijah, had prepared
for him a great chamber, where
formerly they laid the oblations,

4“

the frankincense, and the vessels,
and the tithes of the corn, the new
wine and the oil, which was com-
manded for the Levites and the
singers and the doorkeepers, and
the heave-offerings of the priests.
¢ And during all that [time] I was not
at Jerusalem; for mn the two-and-
thirtieth year of Artaxerxes king of
Babylon I came to the king; and
after some time T obtained leave of the
7king. And I came to Jerusalem, and
observed the evil that Eliashib had
done for Tobijah, in preparing him
& chamber in the courts of the house
8 of God. And it grieved me much, and
I cast forth all the household stuff of
* Tobijah out of the chamber. And I
commanded, and they purified the
chambers; and thither brought I
again the vessels of the house of God,
the oblation and the frankincense.
And I perceived that the portions
of the Levites had not been given,
and that the Levites and the singers
that did the work had fled every one
1 to his field. Then-I contended with
therulers,™ and said, Whyisthe house
of God forsaken ? And I gathered
them together, and set them in their
13 place. And all Judah brought the
tithe of the corn and the new wine
and the oil into the storehouses.
18 And I made storekeepers over the
storehouses: Shelemiah the priest,
and Zadok the scribe, and of the
Levites, Pedaiah; and subordina:e
to them, Hanan the son of Zaccur,
the son of Mattaniah; for they were
esteemed faithful, end their office
was to distribute to their brethren.
1¢ Remember me, O my God, concern-
ing this, and wipe not out my good
deeds® which I have done for the
house of my God, and for the charges
thereof,
In those days I saw in Judah some
treading wine-presses on the sabbath,
and bringing in sheaves, and lading

10
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L Or ‘on that day.’
k Or ‘set apart s holy.’
1 Lit, ‘ chamber.’
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them on asses; as also wine, grapes
and figs, and all manner of burdens ;
and they brought them into Jerusa-
lem on the sabbath day; and I pro-
tested in the day on which they sold
16 the victuals. Men of Tyre also dwelt
therein, who brought fish and all
manner of ware, and sold it on the
sabbath to the children of Judah, and
17in Jerusalem. And I contended
with the nobles of Judah, and said
to them, What evil thing is this
which ye do, profaning the sabbath
day? Did not your fathers thus, and
did not our God bring all this evil
upon us and upon this city? And
ye will bring more wrath against
Israel by profaning the sabbath.
And it came to pass, that when it
began to be dark in the gates of
Jerusalem before the sabbath, I com-
manded that the gates should be
ghut; and I commanded that they
should not be opened till after the
sabbath. And I set [some] of my ser-
vants® at the gates so that no burden
should be brought in on the sabbath
day. And the dealers and sellers of
all kind of ware passed the night
without Jerusalem once or twice.
And I testified against them, and said
to them, Why do ye pass the night
before the wall ? liy ye do so again, I
will lay hands on you. From that
time forth they came not on the
sabbath. And I commanded the
Levites that they should purify them-
selves, and that they should come
and keep the gates, to hallow the
sabbath day. Remember this also

1
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for me, my God, and spare me ac-
cording to thy great loving-kindness !
In those days also I saw Jews that
had married wives of Ashdod, of
 Ammon, [and] of Moab. And their
children spoke half in the language
of Ashdod, and could not speak in
the Jews’ language, but according to
5 the language of each people. And I
contended with them, and cursed
them, and smote certain of them and
plucked off their hair, and adjured
them by God [saying], Ye shall not
give your daughters to their sons,
nor take their daughters for your
%8 sons or for yourselves. Did not
Bolomon king of Israel sin by these
things ? Yet among the many na-
tions was there no king like him, who
was beloved of his God, and God
made him king over all Israel; but
even him did foreign wives cause to
97 5in.  And should we hearken to you
to do all this great evil, to act un-
faithfully to our God by marrying
%8 foreign wives? And [one] of the
sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib
the high priest, was son-in-law to
Sanballat the Horonite ; and I chased
9 him from me. Remember them, my
God, for they are polluters of the
priesthood, and of the covenant of
the priesthood and of the Levites!
And I purified them from all
foreigners, and appointed the charges
of the priests and the Levites, every
81 onein his service ;? and for the wood-
offering, at times appointed, and for
the firstfruits. Remember me, O
my God, for good!

80
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I. And it came to pass in the days of
Ahasuerus® (that is, the Ahasuerus
that reigned from India® even to
Ethiopia, over a hundred and twen-

% ty-seven provinces), in those days,
when the king Ahasuerus sat on the
throne of his kingdom, which was

8in Shushan the fortress,® in the

third year of his reign, he made a

feast to all his princes and his ser-

vants; the power of Persiaand Media,
the nobles and the princes of the
grovinces being before him; when

e shewed the glorious wealth of his
kingdom and the splendid magnifi-
cence of his grandeur many days,
a hundred and eighty days.

And when these days were ex-
pired, the king made a feast to
all the people that were present in
Shushan the fortress, both to great
and small, seven days, in the court
of the garden of the king’s palace.
‘White, green, and blue [hangings]
were fastened with cords of byssus
and purple to silver rings and pillars
of white marble; couches of gold
and silver [lay] upon a pavement of
red and white marble, and alabaster,
and black marble.! And they gave
drink in vessels of gold (the vessels
being diverse one from another), and
royal wine in abundence, according
to the king’s bounty.® And the
drinking was, according to command-
ment, without constraint ; for so the
king had appointed to all the mag-
nates of his house, that they should
do according to every man’s plea-
sure.
® Also the queen Vashti made a
feast for the women of the royal
house which belonged to king Aha-
suerus.

On the seventh day, when the

-

o

-3

3

10

king’s heart was merry with wine,

he commanded Mehuman, Biztha,

Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Ze-

thar, and Carcas, the seven chamber-

lains? that served in the presence of
11 king Ahasuerus, to bring Vashti the

queen before the king with the royal

crown to shew the peoples and the

princes her beauty; for she was
12 of beautiful countenance. But the
queen Vashti refused to come at the
word of the king which was [sent]
by the chamberlains; and the king
was very wroth, and his fury burned
in him.

And the king said to the wise men
who knew the times (for so was the
king’s business [conducted] before
all that knew law and judgment;
14 gnd the next to him were Carshena,

Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres,

Marsena, [and] Memucan, the seven

princes of Persia and Media, who

saw the king’s face, and who sat
15 first in the kingdom), What shall be
done to the queen Vashti according
to law, because she has not perform-
ed the word of the king Ahasuerus
16 by the chamberlaing? Then said

Memucan before the king and the

princes, The queen Vashti has not

done wrong to the king only, but
also to all the princes, and to all the
peoples that are in all the provinces
17 of the king Ahasuerus. For the act
of the queen will come abroad to all
wornen, so as to render their husbands
contemptible in their eyes, when
they shall say, The king Ahasuerus
commanded the queen Vashti to be
brought in before him, and she came
18 not! And the princesses of Persia
and Media who have heard of the
ueen’s act, will gay it this day to all
the king's princes, and there will be

18

s 8trictly, Ahashverosh, i.e. Xerxes.
b Heb. Hodu,
¢ Or ‘ fortifled palace.
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f Or “ eunuchs;’ and so vers, 12, 15, &c.
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1° contempt and anger enough. If it

?lea.se the king, let & royal order go

orth from him, and let it be written

among the laws of the Persians and
the Medes, that it may not pass, That

Vashti come no more before king

Ahasuerus ; and let the king give her

royal estate to another that is better

% than she; and when the king’'s edict

which he ghall make shall be heard

throughout his realm—for it is great

—all the wives shall give to their

husbands honour, from the greatest

to the least.

And the saying pleased the king
and the princes; and the king did
according to the word of Memucan.

33 And he sent letters into all the king’s
provinces, into every province ac-
cording to the writing thereof, and
to every people according to their
language, That every man should
bear rule in his own house, and
should speak according to the lan-
guage of his people.®

II. After these things, when the fury
of king Ahasuerus was appeased, he
remembered Vashti, and what she
hed done, and what was decreed

% againat her. Then said the king’s

servants® that attended upon him,

Let there be maidens, virgins of
beautiful countenance, sought for the

8 king; and let the king appoint officers

in all the provinces of his kingdom,

that they may gather together all the
young virgins of beautiful counte-
nance to Shushan the fortress, to
the house of the women, unto the
custody of Hegai the king's chamber-
lain, keeper of the women ; and let
their things for purification be given.
¢ And let the maiden that pleaseth the
king be queen instead of Vashti.

And the thing pleased the king ; and

ke did so.

* & There was in Shushan the fortress
a certain Jew, whose name was
Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of
Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamin-

133

¢ ite, who had been carried away from
Jerusalem with the captives who had
been carried away with Jeconiah
king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnez-
zar the king of Babylon had carried
7 away. And hebrought up Hadassah,
that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter ;
for she had neither father nor mother
—and the maiden was fair and beau-
tiful—and when her father and
mother were dead, Mordecai took her
8 for his own daughter. And it came
to pass when the king’s command-
ment and his decree was heard, and
when many maidens were gathered
together unto Shushan the fortress,
unto the custody of Hegai, that Es-
ther also was brought into the king's
house, unto the custody of Hegai,
keeper of the women. And the
maiden pleased him, and obtained
favour before him ; and he speedily
gave her her things for purification,
and her portions,! and the seven
maidens selected to be given.her, out
of the king's house ; and he removed
her and her maids to the best [place]
of the house of the women. Esther
had not made known her people nor
her birth ;* for Mordecai had charged
her that she should not make it
known. And Mordecai walked every
day before the court of the women's
house, to know how Esther did, and
what should become of her.

And when every maiden’s turn
came to go in to king Ahasuerus
after that she had been treated for
twelve months, according to the
manner! of the women (for so were
the days of their purification accom-
plished—six months with oil of
myrrh, and six months with spices,
and with things for the purifying of
the women, and thus came the
maiden in unto the king), whatever
she desired was given her to go with
her out of the house of the women to
14 the king’s house. In the evening

she went, and on the morrow she

-
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returned into the second house of the
women, unto the custody of Shaash-
gaz, the king’s chamberlain, keeper
of the concubines. She came in to
the king no more, unless the king
delighted in her, and she were called
by name,

And when the turn of Esther, the
daughter of Abihail the uncle of
Mordecai who had taken her for his
daughter, came to go in to the king,
she required nothing but what Hegai
the king's chamberlain, keeper of
the women, appointed. And Esther
obtained grace in the sight of all them
that saw her. So Esther was taken
to king Ahasuerus, into his royal
house, in the tenth month, that is,
the month Tebeth, in the seventh
year of his reign. And the king
loved Esther above all the women,
and she obtained grace and favour
in his sight more than all the virgins,
and he set the royal crown upon her
head, and made her queen instead of
Vashti. And the king made a great
feast to all his princes and his ger-
vants, Esther’s feast; and he made
a release to the provinces, and gave

resents according to the king's
ounty.™

And when the virgins were gath-
ered together the second time, Mor-
30 decai sat in the king’s gate. (Esther,

as Mordecai had charged her, had

not yet made known her birth
nor her people; for Esther did what

Mordecai told her, like as when she
31 was brought up with him.) In those

days, while Mordecai sat in the king’s

gate, two of the king's chamberlains,

Bigthan and Teresh, of those which

kept the threshold, were wroth, and

sought to lay hand on the king
32 Ahasuerus. And the thing became
known to Mordecai, and he related
it to Esther the queen, and Esther
told it to the king in Mordecai’s
% name, And the matter was investi-

19

gated and found out ; and they were

both hanged on a tree. And it was

written in the book of the chronicles

before the king.
II1. After these things king Ahasue-
rus promoted Haman the son of
Hammedaths the Agagite,® and ad-
vanced him, and set his seat above
all the princes that were with him.
And all the king’s servants that were
in the king’s gate bowed and did
Haman reverence, for the king had
so commanded concerning him. But
Mordecai bowed not nor.did [him)
reverence. Then the king's ser-
vants, who were in the king'’s gate,
said to Mordecai, Why transgressest
thou the king's commandment ? And
it came to pass as they spoke daily
to him, and he hearkened not to
them, that they informed Haman,
to see whether Mordecai’s matters®
would stand ; for he had told them
that he was a Jew. And when Ha-
mean saw that Mordecai bowed not
nor did him reverence, Haman was
full of fury. But he scorned to lay
hands on Mordecai alone ; for they
had made known to him the people
of Mordecai ; therefore Haman sought
to destroy all the Jews that were in
all the kingdom of Ahasuerus, the
people of Mordecai.

In the first month, that is, the
month Nisan, in the twelfth year of
king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that
is, the lot, before Haman for each
day and for each months to the
twelfth [month], that is, the month
Adar. And Haman said to king
Ahasuerus, There is a people secat-
tered abroad and dispersed among the
oples in all the provinces of thy
ngdom ; and their laws are diverse

from [those of] every people, and
they keep not the king’s laws; and it
is not for the king's profit to suffer
¢ them. If it please the king, let it be
written that they may be destroyed,

I~

-OTA?.;" B probably a title of the ki of
st ' robably a title of the
Awnalek. P v nes

° Or ‘words.’
¢ Lit. ‘from day to day, and from month to
month,’
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and I will pay ten thousand talents

of silver into the hands of those that

have charge of the affairs, to bring

10 [it] into the king's treasuries. And
the king took his ring from his hand,
and gave it to Haman the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews’

11 enemy.? And the king said to Ha-

man, The silver is given to thee, the

people also, to do with them as seems
good to thee.

Then were the king’s scribes called,
in the first month, on the thirteenth
day of the [month], and there was
written according to all that Haman
commanded unto the king’s satraps,
and to the governors® over every
province, and to the princes of every
people, to every province according
to the writing thereof, and to every
people according to their language:
in the name of king Ahasuerus was
it written, and eealed with the king’s
ring. And the letters were sent %y
couriers into all the king’s provinees,
to destroy, to kill, and to cause to
Eerish, all Jews, both young and old,

ittle children and women, in one
day, upon the thirteenth of the twelfth
month, that is, the month Adar, and

[It‘o take] the spoil of them for a prey.
hat the decree might be given in

every province, a copy of the writing

was published to a

they should be ready against that

day. The couriers went out, being
hastened by the king’s command-
ment, and the decree was given in

Shushan the fortress. And the king

and Haman sat down to drink; but

the city of Shushan was in con-
sternation.

IV. And when Mordecai knew all
that was done, Mordecai rent his
garments, and put on sackeloth with
ashes, and went out into the midst
of the city, and cried with a loud

% and bitter cry, and came even be-
fore the king’s gate; for none might
enter into the king’s gate clothed

8 with sackcloth. And in every pro-
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peoples, that
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vince, wherever the king's command-
ment and his decree came, there was
great mourning among the Jews, and
fasting, and weeping, and wailing :
many lay in sackcloth and ashes.

And Esther’s maids and her cham- |
berlains came and told [it] her;
and the queen was exceedingly
grieved: and she sent raiment to
clothe Mordecai, and to take away
his sackeloth from him ; but he re-
ceived [it] not. Then Esther called
for Hatach, [one] of the king’s cham-
berlains, whom he had appointed to
wait upon her, and gave him a com-
mandment to Mordecai, to know
what it was, and why it was. And
Hatach went forth to Mordecai, unto
the public place of the city which
was before the king's gate. And
Mordecai told him of all that had
happened to him, and of the sum of
money that Hamean had promised to
pay to the king's treasuries for the
Jews, to destroy them. And he gave
him & copy of the writing of the
decree that had been given at Shu-
shan to destroy them, to shew [it] to
Esther, and to declare [it] to her,
and to charge her that she should go
in unto the king, to make supplication
to him, and to make request hefore
him for her people.

And Hatach came and told Esther
the words of Mordecai. And Es-
ther spoke to Hatach, and gave him
commandment unto Mordecai: All
the king's servents and the people of
the king’s provinces do know that
whoever, whether man or woman,
shall come to the king into the inner
court, who is not called, there is one
law, to put [him] to death, except
[such] to whom the king shall hold
out the golden sceptre, that he may
live; and I have not been called to
come in unto the king these thirty
deys. And they told Mordecai Es-
ther's words. And Mordecai bade to
answer Esther: Imagine not in thy
heart that thou shalt escape in the

1 Or ‘ oppressor,’ * adversary.’

*Or ‘ pachas:’ so viil. 9; ix. 3,
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king’s house, more than all the Jews.

U For if thou altogether holdest thy
peace at this time, then shall there
arisereliefand deliverance tothe Jews
from another place ; but thou and thy
father’s house shall perish. And who
knows whether thou art[not] come to
the kingdom for such a time as this ?

15 And Esther bade to answer Morde-

18 cai: Go, gather together all the Jews
that are found in Shushan, and fast
for me, and neither eat nor drink
three days, night or day: I also and
my maidens will fast likewise, and
go will I go in unto the king, which
is not according to the law; and if I

17 perish, I perish. And Mordecai went
his way, and did according to all that
Esther had commanded him.

V. And it came to pass on the third
day, that Esther put on royal ap-
parel and stood in the inner court of
the king’s house, over against the
king's house. And the king sat upon
his royal throne in the royal house,
over against the entrance to the

$ house. And it was so, when the king
saw the queen Esther standing in the
court, that she obtained grace in
his sight; and the king held out to
Esther the golden sceptre that was
in his hand ; and Esther drew near,
and touched the top of the sceptre.
8 And the king said to her, What wilt
thou, queen Esther? and what is
thy request ? it shall be given thee
even to the half of the kingdom.
4 And Esther said, If it seem good to
the king, let the king and Haman
come this day to the banquet that I
® have prepared for him. And the king
said, Hasten Haman, that it may be
done as Estherhagsaid. Andtheking
and Haman came to the banquet
¢ that Esther had prepared. “ And the
king said to Esther at the banquet of
wine, What is thy petition? and it
shall be granted thee ; and what is thy
request ? even to the half of the king-
7 dom it shall be done. And Esther
answered and said, My petition and

8 my request is, If I have found grace
in the sight of the king, and if it
please the king to grant my peti-
tion, and to perform my request, let
the king and Haman come to the
banquet that I shall prepare for them,
and I will do to-morrow according to
the king’s word.

% And Haman went forth that day
joyful and glad of heart; but when
Haman saw Mordecai in the king's

ate, that he stood not up nor moved
or him, he was full of fury against

10 Mordecai. But Haman controlled
himself, and came home; and he sent
and called for his friends, and Zeresh

1 his wife. And Haman told them of
the glory of his riches, and the multi-
tude of his children, and all wherein
the king had promoted him, and
how he had advanced him above the

12 princes and servants of theking. And

aman said, Yea, Esther the queen
let no man come in with the king to
the banquet that she had prepared
but myself; and to-morrow also I am

18 invited to her with the king. Yetall
thisis of no avail to me so long as I see
Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's

U gate. Then said Zeresh his wife and
all his friends to him, Let a gallows®
be made of fifty cubits high, and in
the morning speak to the king that
Mordecai may be hanged on it : then
go in merrily with the king to the
banquet. And the thing pleased
Haman; and he caused the gallows®
to be made.

VI. On that night sleep fled from the
king. And he commanded to bring
the book of records of the chronicles ;
and they were read before the king.

* And it was found written, that Mor-
decai had told of Bigthana and
Teresh, two of the king’s chamber-
lains, keepers of the threshold, who
had* sought to lay hand on king
Ahasuerus.

8 And the king said, What honour
and dignity has been done to Morde-
cai for this? And the king's ser-

* Lit. ‘tree,” a8 ii. 23 : s0 elsewhere.

t Or *that they.’
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vants that attended upon him said,
¢ Nothing has been done for him. And
the king said, Who is in the court ?

Now Haman had come into the out-

ward court of the king’s house, to

speak to the king to hang Mordecai
on the gallows that he had pre-
¢ pared for him. And the king’s ser-
vants said to him, Behold, Haman is
standing in the court. And the king
8 gaid, Let him come in. So Haman
came in. And the king said to him,

‘What is to be done with the man

whom the king delights to honour?

Now Haman thought in his heart,

To whom would the king delight to

7 do honour more than to me ? And
Haman answered the king, For the
man whom the king delights to
® honour, let the royal apparel be
brought with which the king arrays
himself, and the horse that the king
rides upon, and on the head of which
9 the royal crown is set; and let the
apparel and horse be delivered into
the hand of one of the king’s most
noble princes, and let them array the
men whom the king delights to
honour, and cause him to ride on the
horse through the street of the cify,
and proclaim before him, Thus
shall it be done to the man whom
10 the king delights to honour! And
the king said to Haman, Make haste,
take the apparel and the horse, as
thou hast said, and do so to Mor-
decai the Jew, who sits at the king’s
ate : let nothing fail of all that thou
u ﬁast said. And Haman took the
apparel and the horse, and arrayed
Mordecal, and caused him to ride
through the street of the city, and
roclaimed before him, Thus shall it
Ee done to the man whom the king
delights to honour!

And Mordecai came again to the
king’sgate. But Haman hasted tohis
house, mourning and having his head
18 covered. And Haman recounted to

Zeresh his wife and to all his friends

all that had befallen him. Then said

his wise men and Zeresh his wife to

13

him, If Mordecal be of the seed of
the Jews, before whom thou hast
begun to fall, thou shalt not prevail
against him, but wilt certainly fall
1 before him. While they werd yet
talking with him, the king's chamber-
lains eame, and hasted to bring
Haman to the banquet that Esther
had prepared.
VII. And the king and Haman came
2 to drink with Esther the queen. And
the king said again to Esther on the”
second day, at the banquet of wine,
‘What is thy petition, queen Esther ?
and it shall be granted thee; and
what is thy request ? even to the half
of the kingdom it shall be done.
3 And Esther the queen answered and
said, If I have found grace in thy
sight, O king, and if it please the
king, let my life be given me at my
petition,and my people at myrequest;
¢ for we are sold, I and my people,
to be destroyed, to be slain, and to
Eerish. But if we had been sold for
ondmen and bondwomen, I had
held my tongue, although the ad-
versary could not compensate the
6 king’s damage. And king Ahasue-
rus spoke and said to Esther the
queen, Who is he, and where is he
that has filled his heart to do so?
¢ And Esther said, The adversary and
enemy is this wicked Haman. Then
Haman was terrified before the king
7and the queen. And the king in
his wrath rose up from the banquet
of wine, Emd went) into the palace
garden ; but Haman stayed to make
request for his life to Esther the
queen, for he saw that there was
evil determined against him by the
8king. And the king returned out
of the palace garden into the house
of the banquet of wine, and Haman
was fallen upon the couch on which
Esther was. And the king said,
Will he even force the queen before
me in the house? The word went
forth out of the king's mouth, and
9 they covered Haman'’s face. And
Harbonah, one of the chamberlains,
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said before the king, Behold, also, the
gallows fifty cubits high, that Hamean
made for Mordecai, who spoke good
for the king, stands in the house of
Haman. And the king said, Hang
10 him on it! So they hanged Haman
on the gallows that he had prepared
for Mordecai. And the king's wrath
was appeased.
VIII. Onthatday did king Ahasuerus
give the house of Haman the Jews’
oppressor to Esther the queen. And
ordecai came before the king; for
Esther had told what he was to her.
And the king took off his ring, which
he had taken from Haman, and gave
it to Mordecai. And Esther set Mor-
decai over the house of Haman.
And Esther spoke yet again before
the king, and fell down at his feet,
and besought him with tears to put
away the mischief of Haman the
Agagite, and his device which he had
devised against the Jews. And the
king held out the golden sceptre
toward Esther. And Esther arose
and stood before the king, and said,
If it please the king and if I have
found grace before him, and the thing
seem right to the king, and I be
pleaging in his sight, let it be written
to reverse the letters devised by Ha-
man the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, which he wrote to destroy
the Jews that are in all the king’s
provinces. For how shall I endure
to see the evil that shall befall my
people ? and how shall I endure to
see the destruction of my kindred ?
And king Ahasuerus said to queen
Esther and to Mordecai the Jew,
Behold, I have given Esther the
house of Haman, and him they have
hanged upon the gallows, because he
stretched forth his hand against the
Joews. Write ye then for the Jews as
seems good to you, in the king's name,
and seal[it] with the king’s ring. For
a writing that is written in the king’s
name and sealed with the king’s ring
cannot be reversed.

'S

L
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®  Then were the king’s scribes called
at that time, in the third month, that
is, the month Sivan, on the three and
twentieth [day] thereof; and it was
written according to all that Mordecai
commanded, to the Jews, and to the
satraps, and the governors, and the
princes of the provinces which are
from India even to Ethiopia, & hun-
dred and twenty-seven provinces, to
every province according to the writ-
ing thereof, and to every people ac-
cording to their language, and to the

Jews according to their writing and
10 gecording to their language. And he

wrote in the name of king Ahasuerus,

and sealed [it] with the king’s ring,
and sent letters by couriers on horse-
back riding on coursers, horses of
blood ¥ reared in the breeding studs:™
u Sﬂta.ting] that the king granted the
ews that were in every city to gather
themselves together, and to stand for
their life, to destroy, to slay, and to
cause to perish all the power of the
people and province that might
assault them, [their] little ones and
women, and to {take] the spoil of
1% them for a prey, upon one day in all
the provinces of king Ahasuerus,upon
the thirteenth of the twelfth month,
18 that is, the month Adar. That the
decree might be given in every pro-
vince, a copy of the writing was
published to all the peoples, and that
the Jews should be ready against that
day to avenge themselves on their
M enemies. The couriers mounted on
coursers [and] horses of blood ¥ went
out, being hastened and pressed on
by the king’s commandment. And
the decree was given at Shushan the
fortress.

And Mordecai went out from the
presence of the king in royal apparel
of blue and white, and with a great
crown of gold, and with s mantle of

b{\ssus and purple ; and the city of
18 Shushan shouted and was glad. The

Jews had light, and joy, and gladness,
17 and honour. And in every province,

15

¥ Or ' mules.’

v Bome explain it a8 ‘ mares.’
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and in every city, wherever the king’s
commandment and his decree came,
the Jews had joy and gladness, a
feast and a good day. And many
among the peoples of the land became
Jews ; for the fear of the Jews had
fallen upon them.

IX. And in the twelfth month, that
is, the month Adar, on the thir-
teenth day thereof, when the king’s
commandment and his decree drew
near to be put in execution, in the
day that the enemies of the Jews
hoped to have power over them
(but it was turned to the contrary,
that the Jews had power over them

? that hated them), the Jews gathered
themselves together in their cities
throughout the provinces of king
Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as
sought their hurt. And no man could
withstand them ; for the fear of them

® had fallen upon all the peoples. And
all the princes of the provinces, and
the satraps, and the governors and
officers of the king,* helped the Jews ;
for the fear of Mordecai had fallen

¢ upon them. For Mordecai was great
in the king's house, and his fame
went forth throughout the provinces;
for the man Mordecai became con-
8 tinually greater. And the Jews
smote all their enemies with the
stroke of the sword and slaughter
and destruction, and did what they
¢ would to those that hated them. And
in Shushan the fortress the Jews
slew and destroyed fivehundred men.
7 And Parshandatha, and Dalphon,
% and Aspatha, and Poratha, and
9 Adalia,and Aridatha,and Parmashta,

and Arisai, and Aridai, and Vaje-

10 zatha, the ten sons of Haman the
son of Hammedatha, the oppressor
of the Jews, they slew ; but they laid

11 not their hands on the prey. On that
day the number of those that were
slain in Shushan the fortress was

12 brought before the king. And the
king said to Esther the queen, The
Jews have slain and destroyed five

13

14

1

1
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hundred men in Shushan the for-
tress, and the tem sons of Haman;
what have they done in the rest of
the king’s provinces? And what
is thy petition? and it shall be
granted thee ; and what is thy request
further ? and it shall be done. And
Esther said, If it please the king, let
it be granted to the Jews that are in
Shushan to do to-morrow also ac-
cording to this day's decree, and let
Haman’s ten sons be hanged upon
the gallows. And the king com-
manded it so to be done: and the de-
cree was given at Shushan; and they
hanged Haman's ten sons. And the
Jews that were in Shushan gathered
themselves together on the fourteenth
day also of the month Adar and slew
three hundred men at Shushan ; but
they laid not their hand on the prey.
And the other Jews that were in the
king's provinces gathered themselves
together, and stood for their life, and
had rest from their enemies; and they
slew of them that hated themseventy-
five thousand (but they laid not their
hand on the prey), on the thirteenth
day of the month Adar; ard on the
fourteenth of the same theyrested,and
made it a day of feasting and joy.
But the Jews that were at Shushan
gathered themselves together on the
thirteenth [day] thereof and on the
fourteenth thereof; and on the fif-
teenth of the same they rested, and
made it a day of feasting and joy.
Therefore the Jews of the villages
that dwell in the country towns make
the fourteenth of the month Adar a
day of joy and feasting, and a good
day, and on which they send por-
tions one to another.

And Mordecai wrote these things,
and sent letters to all the Jews near
and far that were in all the provinces
of king Ahasuerus, to establish [this]
among them, that they should kee
the fourteenth day of the mont
Adar, and the fifteenth day of the
same, yearly, as the days on which

= Lit. ‘ the doers of the king’s affairs:’ of. iii. 9.
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the Jews rested from their enemies,
and the month that was turned to
them from sorrow to joy, and from
mourning into a good day ; that they
should make them days of feasting
and joy, and of sending portions
one to another and gifts to the
poor.

And the Jews undertook to do as
they had begun, and as Mordecai
% had written to them. For Haman

the son of Hammedatha the Agagite,

the oppressor of all the Jews, had
devised against the Jews to destroy
them, and had cast Pur, that is, the
lot, to consume them and to destroy
% them; and when [Esther] came be-
fore the king, he commanded by
letters that his wicked device, which
he had devised against the Jews,
should return upon his own head;
and they hanged him and his somns
%8 on the gallows. Therefore they
called these days Purim after the
name of Pur. Therefore, aceording to
all the words of this letter, and for
what they had seen concerning this
matter and what had happened to
37 them, the Jews ordained and took
upon them, and upon their seed, and
upon all such a8 joined themselves
to them, so that 1t should not fail,
that they would observe these two
days according to their writing and
according to their fixed time, every
8 year; and that these days should be
remembered and observed through-

out every generation,in every family,
every province, and every city, and
that these days of Purim should not
fail from among the Jews, nor the
memorial of them cease from among
their seed.

And queen Esther the daughter of
Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, wrote
with all authority to confirm this
80 gecond letter of Purim. And he sent

letters to all the Jews, to the hun-

dred and twenty-seven provinces of
the kingdom of Ahasuerus, words
81 of peace and truth, to confirm these
days of Purim in their fixed times,
according as Mordecai the Jew and
queen Esther had enjoined them,
and ag they had decreed for them-
selves and for their seed, as to the
matters of the fastings and their cry.
82 And the decree of Esther confirmed
these matters of Purim; and it was
written in the book.
X. And king Ahasuerus laid a tribute
upon the land and the isles of the
% gea. And all the acts of his power
and of his might, and the declaration
of the greatness of Mordecai, to which
the king advanced him, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles
of the kings of Media and Persia ?
8 For Mordecai the Jew was second
to king Ahasuerus, and great among
the Jews, and accepted of the multi-
tude of his brethren, seeking the
welfare of his people, and speaking
peace to all his seed.

29




	JUDGES
	RUTH
	1 SAMUEL
	2 SAMUEL
	1 KINGS

	2 KINGS

	1 CHRONICLES
	2 CHRONICLES
	EZRA
	NEHEMIAH
	ESTHER

