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JERUSALEM. 

" Mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually."— 
2 Chron. vii. 16. 

"Jerusalem . . . is the city of the Great King."—Matt. v. 35. 

" As truly as I live, saith the Lord, all the earth shall 
be filled with the glory of the Lord." (Num.xiv. 21.) 
Many thousand years have passed since this solemn 
promise was made, and it still remains unfulfilled. 
It is still, to use the language of the Apostle, 
" N I G H T . " (Rom. xiii. 12.) " Darkness covereth 
the earth, and gross darkness the peoples ;" and 
wicked spirits continue to rule the darkness of this 
present evil age. (Isa. lx. 2 ; Eph .v i . 12.) 

But the Lord has not forgotten His promise. He 
has steadily carried on the thread of His counsels 
through the long and dreary period; and it is most 
interesting and important for us to trace, as far as 
we may be enabled, the operation of His hand ; and 
to see, in the light of His Word, the various positions 
in which man will stand before Him, until that day 
when He will " gather all nations and tongues; and 
they shall come, and see His glory." (Isa. lxvi. 18.) 

And there is one thing which makes this inquiry 
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easy, viz.: the manner in which Jerusalem is made 
the centre of the Divine arrangements in the earth. 
Jerusalem is " T H E place which He hath chosen to 
put His name there." It is " T H E city of the 
Great King." The history of the world therefore, 
so far as it is recorded in Scripture, may be said to 
be little more than the history of Jerusalem. 

Very soon after the Flood, all flesh began again to 
corrupt themselves. In order therefore that some 
blessing might remain in the earth, God separated to 
Himself the family of Abraham ; and from that 
moment to the present, the place of SEPARATION 
has been that which He has unvaryingly made the 
place of blessing. Jerusalem was appointed to show 
forth the blessedness of being separate unto the 
Lord : and if she had valued her distinctive privi
lege,—if she had appreciated her calling, she would 
have been ever known as " the virgin of Israel," able 
to laugh all her enemies to scorn. (Am. v. 2.) None 
of the Gentile empires were allowed to rise into pre
eminence—all were kept, as it were, in check, until 
it had. been fully proved whether or not Jerusalem 
was worthy to retain her blessings, and to inherit 
the promised glory. 

It is not intended here to trace the moral reasons 
of her unfitness. The whole of Israel, in their self-
ignorance, had voluntarily put themselves off the 
ground of " promise " and grace on which Abraham 
had stood, and at Sinai had voluntarily accepted 
other terms, which made the proposed blessing to 
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depend on their faithfulness to God, instead of on 
God's faithfulness to them. Here was the fountain 
of the sorrows that ensued. 

We will not, however, pursue this subject; our 
present concern being with the facts of their history. 
The glory of the reign of Solomon faded quickly 
away; evil steadily progressed; until at last, Israel 
avowedly made the kings of Assyria their t rust ; and 
therefore, being no longer, even in profession, separate 
to the Lord, they were rejected as unfit for the glory 
which He could not give to those who, openly aban
doning Him, made others their refuge. 

Until this, universal dominion had been kept in 
reserve for Israel. The Gentile prophet, as he 
looked on them, was constrained to say, " The Lord 
his God is with him, and the shout of a king is 
among them. God brought them out of Egypt; he 
hath as it were the strength of an unicorn. Surely 
there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is 
there any divination against Israel: according to 
this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, 
What hath God wrought!" (Num. xxiii. 21-23.) 
Their religious and their civil systems were alike 
sanctioned by Him. Their priesthood was the one 
Priesthood which He owned as H i s ; and their 
kings were rightly named the Lord's Anointed. For 
a short season there was one national system upon 
earth accredited by Him. 

The first great crisis in the history of Jerusalem 
came when supreme sovereignty in the earth, which 
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had hitherto been reserved for Israel, was taken 
from them and given to the Gentiles; who, in the 
person of Nebuchadnezzar, were now first allowed to 
rise into undisputed supremacy. Hence the import
ance of Nebuchadnezzar's reign. He was the founder 
of Chaldean greatness, and the Head of the first of 
those four Empires which were successively to bear 
rule in the earth during all the time of Jerusalem's 
depression. Nebuchadnezzar's reign commenced 
what is called by our Lord " The Times of the 
Gentiles," which are being continued still,.and will 
only terminate when the days of Jerusalem's chas
tisement shall be ended, and she shall cease to be 
trodden down any more. " Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled." (Luke xxi. 24.) 

One great and practically important fact which 
marked the transfer of authority to the Gentiles was 
the withdrawal of the visible presence of the glory of 
God, which, from the day on which Israel quitted 
Egypt until then, had ever been present in the earth. 
Ezekiel beheld it depart, and Ezekiel prophetically 
beheld, and spake of, its return. He beheld it depart 
just as " the Times of the Gentiles" commenced and 
Babylon began to rule over Jerusalem ; he beheld it 
in vision return, at that still future hour, when " the 
Times of the Gentiles " shall be ended, and Jeru
salem again be known as the City of the great King.* 

* The following is the passage in Ezekiel referred to as describing 
the yet future return of the cherubim-glory to f erusalem: "And, 
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Authority was transferred, but the name of God and 
the presence of His glory which had pertained to 
that authority whilst it was vested in Israel, accom
panied it no longer when it had passed over to 
the Gentiles. This important truth is strikingly 
brought before us in the yet future repentant words 
of Israel: " Return, O Lord, for thy servants' sake, 
the tribes of thine inheritance. The people of 
thy holiness have possessed it but a little while : 
our adversaries have trodden down thy sanctuary. 
We are thine: thou never barest rule over them: they 
were not called by thy name." (Isa. Ixiii. 17, 19.) 
The departure of the Divine glory from the earth 
was a sorrowful inauguration of Gentile national 
greatness. 

From the hour of Jerusalem's rejection and Nebu
chadnezzar's rise, God has never recognised any 
national system of the Gentiles as His own. The 
time of Gentile pre-eminence is again and again 
marked in the Scripture as a period during which 
that direct and manifested power which He once 
exercised in Israel, and which is needful for the 
earth's blessing, has been withdrawn. " I will go 

behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the 
east: and his voice was like the noise of many waters: and the 
earth shined with his glory. And it was according to the appear
ance of the vision that I saw when I came to destroy the city : and 
the visions were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar; and 
I fell on my face. And the glory of the Lord came into the house 
by the way of the gate whose prospect is toward the east. So the 
spirit took me up and brought me into the inner court; and, behold 
the glory of the Lord rilled the house." (Ezek. xliii. 2-5.) 
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and return to my place till they [Israel] acknowledge 
their offence and seek my face." (Hos. v. 15.) And 
again, " I will take my rest, and I will consider in my 
dwelling-place." (Isa. xviii. 4.) So will it be until 
the end of " the Times of the Gentiles " ; but then 
the Lord is said to awake " as one out of sleep, and 
as a mighty man refreshed by reason of wine," 
(Ps. Ixxviii. 65), and " to come out of His place, to 
punish the inhabitants of the earth for their in
iquity." The Scripture uniformly marks the whole 
period of Gentile greatness as one in which God is 
distant, and evil near. 

It was not to be expected, considering the charac
ter of the human heart, that the Gentiles would 
recognise a fact so humbling to their pride and so 
condemnatory of their course. It was far more con
sonant with their lofty imaginations, to claim the 
glories of Israel and to arrogate to themselves the 
titles and honours of the Throne of David. Nay, 
they have even ventured to appropriate to their 
rulers and to their cities, words and descriptions of 
cherubic glory which belong only to the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, and to that unearthly city, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, whose builder and maker 
is God. Gentile Christians—in some cases, real 
Christians, have systematically erred in this, and 
have often spoken, and still continue to speak, of the 
Gentile power as if it were accredited and adminis
tered of God in the same manner as that of Israel. 
Consequently, they are neither prepared to recognise 
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what the earth has lost by the departure of the 
Shekinah-glory, nor to acknowledge the sin which 
caused its removal, nor to search into that which is 
written respecting either the period of its absence, 
or the hour of its return. 

The chastisements of the Lord, however, are ever 
mingled with mercy, for the sake of those who fear 
His name. Accordingly, the period when the abase
ment of Jerusalem commenced was the moment 
chosen by God for revealing afresh His intentions 
respecting the future, and declaring the final coun
sels of His mercy. Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, were 
all raised up at this period. The first testified of the 
moral evil and of its judgment, and of the glory 
which shall hereafter be. The prophecy of Ezekiel 
refers more especially to the departure of the out
ward glory of Israel, and to the false glory that 
should in consequence arise among the cities of 
the Gentiles till their hour of visitation should also 
come ; whilst Daniel was instructed to reveal the 
character and number of the Gentile Empires which 
were successively to arise, and to detail with great 
minuteness their history so far as it was connected 
with Israel in Jerusalem. 

There is nothing, perhaps, which more strikingly 
shows how far our minds are warped from that right 
apprehension into which Truth leads, than the 
difference between our feelings respecting the abase
ment of Jerusalem, and the feelings of those who, 
like Daniel, were taught to apprehend these things in 
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the light of God. He saw in the fall of Israel and 
in the exaltation of the power of the Gentiles, a long 
frustration of every hope that his soul had cherished 
touching the triumph and the reign of God's people, 
and of God's Truth. How difficult we find it to 
appreciate such words as these: "As for me, Daniel, 
my cogitations much troubled me, and my counten
ance changed in me." (Dan. vii.) " And I Daniel 
fainted and was sick certain days." (Dan. viii.) " In 
those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks; 
I ate no pleasant bread." (Dan. x.) We should not 
marvel at this excess of grief, if we had meditated as 
that servant of God had meditated, on those won
drous blessings—blessings to all kindreds and 
tongues and peoples, which are to accompany the 
exaltation of Israel, and Israel's Messiah-King in 
Jerusalem. He remembered the words of Isaiah, 
" Then shall the moon be confounded, and the sun 
ashamed, when Jehovah of hosts shall reign in 
Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His 
ancients gloriously" (xxiv. 23). Daniel understood 
well the difference between power in the earth being 
immediately administered by God, and its being 
delegated to fierce and unholy nations symbolized 
by wild and evil monsters, who were to tread down 
the earth, and vex it with their strength, until the 
Ancient of days should sit in judgment on their 
iniquities, and crown the Everlasting King. 

The moral character of the power of the Gentiles 
is sufficiently taught in the vision of the tree seen 
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by Nebuchadnezzar. It symbolized primarily that 
monarch ; but he, as the head of the Gentile image, 
may be regarded as representing the moral character 
of the power of the Gentiles throughout the whole 
period of its dominance. Has not the power of the 
Gentiles, as seen in Babylon and Persia, Greece, 
and Imperial Rome, and which will soon be seen in 
those Ten Kingdoms that are ultimately to inherit 
the supremacy of Imperial Rome—has not all this 
mighty power, which the image of Daniel ii. sym
bolizes, continuously been in the estimate of men, 
great and goodly, like the fair and spreading Tree 
which Nebuchadnezzar saw ? And shall not a Holy 
One and a Watcher come down from heaven and 
say, " Hew the tree down " ? Shall not the strength 
of the Gentiles be smitten to the dust, although at 
last, when the years of their abasement shall have 
passed, they may learn (like Nebuchadnezzar when 
his understanding returned) " t o bless the Most 
High and to praise and honour Him that liveth 
for ever " ? (Dan iv. 34.) 

Daniel was commissioned to declare that four 
successive Empires should bear rule in the earth. 
Of these the Assyrian or Babylonian (for Babylon, 
by the destruction of Nineveh, had then become 
the head of the Assyrian Empire) was the first. It 
lasted seventy years. The Persian, and then the 
Grecian (the former of 206, the latter of 301 years' 
duration) followed ; and when the last remnant of 
Alexander's broken Empire was merged in the 
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Roman at the conquest of Cleopatra, the fourth 
Empire was manifested under Augustus Caesar. 

And now came another period of crisis in the 
history of Jerusalem. It was now to be tried by the 
mission of the Son of God. Before He could be 
sent, it was needful that the four Empires of which 
Daniel had spoken should arise and rule. This had 
now been accomplished ; and a very short time was 
and is required to fulfil every prediction that re
mains to be verified, previously to the time of Jeru
salem's final forgiveness. It would seem as though 
the Lord, anxious to show His readiness to bless, 
had caused these Empires thus rapidly to pass 
away, that it might be the more clearly seen that 
the hindrance to Israel's restoration was not in Him. 

Although He had long withdrawn His glory, and 
ceased to clothe Jerusalem with strength, yet He 
had continued to watch over it with pity ; and now, 
as soon as the last of the Gentile Empires was 
established, He sent Him who would have gathered 
Israel, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, but they would not. Jerusalem knew not 
the time of her visitation. " Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate; for verily I say unto you, ye 
shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." They 
shall S E E Him again T H E N . 

The lifting up of Jesus on the cross manifested 
the entire moral dissociation of the systems of earth 
from God, as they then were, and still are. Their 
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entire contrariety to the mind of God was fully 
proved by the rejection of His Son. Jerusalem, 
which had light that had been sent down from 
heaven, and the Gentiles who had authority that 
had been committed to them from heaven, united 
in destroying Him whom God had sent. The 
religious power of the day was represented by 
Caiaphas; the secular by Pilate. Jesus testified to 
both; He testified of judgment, and He also testi
fied of grace. Both the religious and the secular 
authority of earth rejected Him, and He was slain. 
The contrariety between earth and Heaven could 
not be more plainly marked. Nor has this contra
riety ceased to be. Every system in earth that is 
not under the guidance of Christ's spirit is of the 
world,—and " the whole world lieth in the wicked 
o n e " (TOO Trovrjpm). The corruptions of Christianity, 
which have since been added to those of Judaism 
and Gentilism, have not brought the world into 
lessened contrariety to God. 

The testimony of grace to Jerusalem was not 
withdrawn when the personal ministry of Jesus 
ceased. On the contrary, it was given even more 
abundantly. Remission of sins through faith in His 
blood was unreservedly declared. But although 
thousands in Israel heard and believed, yet Jeru
salem nationally, as represented by her chief priests 
and rulers, still sternly rejected Him. In vain Peter 
said, "Repent and be converted," &c. . . . " t h a t 
so the times of refreshing may come from the pres-
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ence of the Lord, and that He may send Jesus who 
hath afore been ordained for you, whom the heavens 
must receive until the times of the restitution of all 
that God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy 
prophets that have been since the world began."* 
This testimony was scarcely given to the people of 
Israel in Israel's temple, when the captain of the 
temple and the Sadducees came and imprisoned 
those who gave it. The shedding of the blood of 
Stephen set the final seal to the stubbornness of 
their unbelief. Yet even here, as if in token of the 
sovereignty of grace, and as a pledge of the future 
forgiveness of Jerusalem, the chief persecutor of 
Stephen was converted,—just as Jerusalem hereafter 
will be, by the manifestation of the glory of Jesus 
risen,—and he was sent to be the witness, in suffer
ing, of that same Gospel of peace unto which Jeru
salem will one day herself testify in the day of her 
glory. 

After the martyrdom of Stephen, darkness rapidly 
increased in Israel. The Pentecostal Church was 
scattered ; and that Apostle who " laboured more 
abundantly than they a l l " was forbidden to devote 
his energies to Israel. He was not even allowed to 
tarry in Jerusalem; "Depar t ," said the Lord to him, 
" for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles." 
(Acts xxii. 21.) From that time, although the minis-

* Such is the correct translation of Acts iii. 19—21. See remarks 
on page 58. . . . . 
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tration of the Gospel was still earnestly directed 
towards Jews as individuals, wherever found, yet 
ministration to them, as a national body in Jeru
salem, may be said to have ceased. Indeed, the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, which 
speedily followed, rendered such ministration no 
longer possible. 

With the destruction of Jerusalem (commenced 
by Titus, and consummated by Hadrian) the last 
hopes of Israel, as to maintaining a national exist
ence in Jerusalem, perished. From that time there 
is a pause in prophetic narrative. All detail, all 
specific statement, whether as to persons, or dates, 
or places, as respects both Gentiles and Jews, is 
suspended as soon as the national standing of Jeru
salem ceased ; nor will historic detail be resumed 
until the Jews, returning in unbelief, shall again re
constitute Jerusalem as a city of Jews, and receive 
from the Roman Nations a recognition of their 
nationality. During this long and wonderful in
terval, which has already extended to more than 
1800 years, Israel is merely spoken of in such 
general language as this : " The children of Israel 
shall abide many days without a king, and without a 
prince, and without a sacrifice, . . . and without 
teraphim." (Hos. iii. 4.) " And they shall fall by the 
sword, and by flame, and by captivity, and by spoil 
many days." (Dan xi. 33.) " And they shall fall by 
the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive 
into all nations; and Jerusalem shall be trodden 
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down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled." (Luke xxi. 24.) 

During these " many days " the Gentile nations, 
as is taught in Daniel, have continued to retain their 
supremacy in the governance of earth. Whilst the 
light of grace and truth was shining in Jerusalem, 
the Gentile Governments regarded it no t : when 
darkness and desolation followed, they gave no heed 
—darkness or light was all alike to them : except, 
indeed, when any ray of light troubled them, and 
then they persecuted. And when Christianity be
came debased, and the Rulers of the Gentiles dis
cerned that power and moral influence might be 
added to them by naming the name of Christ, they 
daringly assumed it, and commenced the prosecu
tion of those evil plans which have made even 
Christ's own people forget that they are a holy 
priesthood separated unto God in the midst of a 
world that lieth in the Wicked One, and even 
caused them to consent to make Christianity a pillar 
of the very systems from which Christ came to 
deliver. 

We know not how long evil may be restrained 
from reaching the final point of its development; 
but it is abundantly evident from reiterated declara
tions of Scripture, that the chief place of that 
development will be Jerusalem. We might expect 
that God's earthly city—the city which He hath 
chosen to set His name there—the place in which, 
finally, He will give supremacy to His truth, and 
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cause all the ends of the earth to know His salva
tion—we might expect that such a place would be 
selected by Satan for the putting forth of his last 
great effort against Christ. This God will permit. 
Antichrist shall plant the tabernacles of his palace 
between the seas on the glorious holy mountain— 
that is, Zion, the mountain of God; and on the 
pinnacle of the temple shall be the idol of the 
desolator. (Dan. xi. 45 ; and see ix. 27 margin.) 
The place where the sackcloth testimony of the two 
witnesses of God is given, is emphatically said to be 
the city " where also their Lord was crucified." Is not 
Jerusalem the place " where their Lord was cruci
fied " ? In Jerusalem the Witnesses will be slain. 
In Jerusalem their dead bodies will lie unburied, for 
they of the people, etc., " will not suffer their dead 
bodies to be put in graves." In Jerusalem men will 
exult and congratulate one another on their success 
in having perpetrated this great act of defiance of 
God. In Jerusalem the bodies of His slain servants 
will by God be suddenly revived. They shall ascend 
up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies shall 
behold them. A mighty earthquake will follow, and 
the last woe of Jerusalem will come. That this 
testimony of the Two Witnesses is given at the 
period when iniquity has attained its climax, is 
manifest from this,— that immediately after they 
have concluded it, and sealed it by their death, the 
seventh angel sounds, the mystery of God termi
nates, and " the sovereignty of the world becomes 

B 
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the sovereignty of our Lord, and of His Christ." 
See Rev. x. 7 ; xi. 15. 

Jerusalem, therefore, must be nationally restored 
before " the Times of the Gentiles " end. In other 
words, the Jews while yet remaining in unbelief will 
return and restore both their city and their temple. 
This return in unbelief is often overlooked even by 
those who clearly see the final restoration of Israel 
for blessing; but when their return in unbelief is also 
seen, the prophecies which refer to the latter end 
of this dispensation become, as to their outline, as 
plain as those that have been already fulfilled. 

The twelfth and fourteenth chapters of Zechariah 
both speak of the conversion and forgiveness of 
Israel, when they shall look on Him whom they 
have pierced, and " mourn for Him as one mourneth 
for his only son, and be in bitterness for Him as one 
that is in bitterness for his first-born." But where 
is this mourning ? It is distinctly said to be IN 
Jerusalem. " In that day there shall be a great 
mourning in Jerusalem. . . . and the land shall 
mourn." (See Zech. xii. 11, 12.) If then Israel is 
to be converted when IN their Land and City, it is 
evident that they must return to that Land and City 
when MMconverted. This, too, explains those many 
chapters which speak of the gathering of mighty 
armies against Jerusalem, and of the various inflic
tions that are to fall on it, immediately before the 
hour of its final forgiveness. See for example, 
Isa. xxix., as also the chapters in Zechariah already 
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referred to. The second verse of Zech. xii. speaks 
of " all peoples round about" as being in siege 
against Jerusalem at the moment when Jerusalem is 
forgiven, and then she is made " a cup of trembling" 
to them. The 14th of Zechariah, the 2nd of Joel, 
and the 8th of Daniel, are equally plain. Both in 
Joel and Daniel (see Joel ii. 17, and Dan. viii. 11, 12) 
the Temple is expressly mentioned as existent. In 
Daniel it is distinctly said that the fulness of trans
gression (see verse 23) therein described pertains to 
the " L A S T E N D O F T H E I N D I G N A T I O N " 
against Jerusalem (ver. 19); words which seem to 
have been altogether overlooked in the ordinary in
terpretations of this chapter. Will anyone say that 
the Divine indignation against Israel has ceased ? 
Are they not yet in their sins ? If then the " last 
end of the indignation " has not been reached, we 
are yet to see the rise of some evil power that will 
wax exceeding great towards the East (Assyria) and 
towards the South (Egypt), and towards the pleasant 
land (the land of Israel). This evil person is to 
practise and prosper: he will " take away the daily 
sacrifice," which consequently must be then existent, 
or otherwise it could not be taken away : he is " to 
cast down the sanctuary," which consequently must be 
then existent, otherwise how could it be cast down ? 
We are told also (xi. 45) that he is to " plant the 
tabernacles of his palaces in the glorious holy moun
tain," i.e. in Mount Zion. It is because Jerusalem 
and Zion are thus to be made the seat of consum-

B 2 
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mated evil that we find the God of Israel described 
as One " whose fire is in Zion and His furnace in 
Jerusalem." (Isa. xxxi. g.) 

Can anyone read the following solemn passage in 
Ezekiel, and doubt the future regathering of Israel 
to Jerusalem for judgment? "Therefore thus saith 
the Lord God; Because ye are all become dross, 
behold, therefore I will gather you into the midst of 
Jerusalem. As they gather silver, and brass, and 
iron, and lead, and tin, into the midst of the furnace, 
to blow the fire upon it, to melt i t ; so will I gather 
you in mine anger and in my fury, and I will leave 
you there, and melt you. Yea, I will gather you, 
and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye 
shall be melted in the midst thereof; as silver is 
melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be 
melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that 
I the Lord have poured out my fury upon you." 
(Ezek. xxii. 19-22.) 

And is it unlikely, judging even from present 
appearances, that the Jews should return in unbelief 
to the land of their fathers ? Is it not an event 
continually spoken of as probable ? Are not the 
countries around the Holy Land being revived out 
of their long ruin by the touch of western civiliza
tion? Look for example at Egypt and at Damascus. 
They are both well-known names in Scripture. Are 
they not being revived ? Are not propositions at 
this moment before the merchants of England for 
once more developing the traffic of that great river, 
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the river Euphrates ? Civilization longs to return 
to its ancient seats; there to concentrate and cen
tralize its energies. For many a past age one of the 
chief occupations of mankind has been to explore 
the earth, to occupy its wastes and to develop its 
resources. Civilization moving from the East has 
steadily pursued its Western progress. In 1850 it 
established itself for the first time in its westernmost 
limit on the waters of the Pacific; there meeting 
and mingling with the ancient nations of Eastern 
Asia.* The whole earth, therefore, has now been 
compassed ; and when centralization succeeds upon 
the present diffusive action, what part of the earth 
presents a region with facilities for concentration so 
great as those countries where Nineveh and Babylon, 
Tyre and Damascus, Jerusalem and Egypt, once 
nurtured and directed the civilization of the earth ? 
Even Rome herself counted those regions to be the 
fairest and most precious of her possessions. They 
have been stricken indeed—stricken because of their 
evil; but men ever seek to renovate what God has 
smitten, and they are seeking to renovate those 
regions now. God will permit it. His Scriptures 
pronounce that so it shall be. Jerusalem and her 
sister-cities—sister-cities in evil—will renovate them-

* This, however, was not the first time that the Western wave of 
population that flowed from the Land of Shinar met the Eastern 
wave. When the passage around the Cape of Good Hope was 
discovered, the Western and Eastern waves mingled in India, 
China and Japan. Commerce blended the energies of the East and 
the West. Idolatrous compromises followed. 
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selves for a season; but it will only be to bear the 
banner of rebellion against God at the hour of the 
world's deepest iniquity. 

Hitherto the world's history has been marked by 
superstition more than by infidelity. Superstition, 
however, has ever been the nurse of infidelity. Men 
grow weary of wearing shackles which they despise ; 
and when they discover that they have long been 
receiving falsehood on the authority of others, they 
naturally despise all authority and believe nothing. 
Priestcraft among Pagan's, Mohammedans, Christ
ians and Jews, has wrought the same result ; and 
few have more groaned beneath its yoke than Jews. 
Romanism has no examples of what human rapacity 
and wickedness can work in the name of God, more 
terrible than those which Rabbinism presents to 
us in Israel. We cannot wonder, then, that in 
" this day of progress," multitudes who have groaned 
under the tyranny of these false religious systems, 
should be ready to burst the bond and to make 
human corruptions of Truth the excuse for casting 
the Truth itself away. 

But whilst some are thus prepared to spurn every 
yoke, there are others who are more slowly and 
cautiously advancing in the path of ruin. Men who 
value the institutions of society, well know what 
disaster would result from the establishment of 
Atheism. Neither their judgment nor their con
sciences are at present prepared to join in the cry 
of atheistic blasphemy and to say, "There is no 
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God."* Yet if, whilst professedly recognising God, 
they speak (as they do speak) of the impossibility of 
ascertaining what Truth really is ; if they call cer
tainty, dogmatism; if, instead of Scripture, con
science—blinded conscience, be made their guide; 
if they call latitudinarian indifference to Truth, 
charity; if, in the government of nations or families, 
they lay aside the Scripture, and say that authority 
is to be exercised without reference to revelation ; 
if they make mere natural principles the basis of 
human brotherhood;—what is this but practical 
Deism ? Fraternity based on the liberty of the un-
regenerate will of man, is not the fraternity of God. 
Jews, Christians, Mohammedans, Pagans, may, if 
they please, agree to forget all differences in the 
pursuit of a common earthly good ; and they who 
know or ought to know the Scripture may consent 
to bury Truth for the sake of expediency and con
cord ; but such concord is not of God. 

God may long bear with iniquity, for " He is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great 
kindness " ; but He will not finally pardon persever
ance in such things as these. He has distinctly said 
that He will send on those who receive not the love 
of the Truth, " strong delusion that they should 
believe a lie." (2 Thess. ii.) The power of that 
delusion will reach them through a man who will 

* This sentence was written more than sixty years ago. It must 
be somewhat modified now [1893]. A great progress has been 
made in evil. 
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for a season concentrate in himself all the glory of 
earth. They who have loved human glory will find 
it concentrated for them in one of whom the Scrip
ture says, that his coming is after the inworking or 
energy of Satan.* He will be " admired," " wor
shipped " ; men will wonder after him, receive of his 
honours and bear the mark of his name; they will 
enjoy the earth with him for a season, and then 
meet God. We know their sentence ; it is already 
written : " If any man worship the beast and his 
image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in 
his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture 
into the cup of His indignation : and he shall be 
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence 
of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb. 
And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for 
ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, 
who worship the beast and his image, and whoso
ever receiveth the mark of his name. Here is the 
patience of the sa ints : here are they that keep the 
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.'.' 
(Rev. xiv. g—12.) 

To bring man who has been the object of such 
long-suffering goodness into direct and blasphemous 
opposition to God, is a work worthy of the malice of 
Satan. The higher man can be raised upon the 
pinnacle of glory—the more he can be encompassed 

v" OS «rriv ij trapovcria KO.T Ivepyziav rov %aTava. (2 Thes. 
ii. 9}. 
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with the excellency of the things which God hath 
made, the greater and the more marked will his 
defiance of God be. It would seem, therefore, that 
Satan from the beginning has thought of this—to 
collect the power and glory of earth, and, concen
trating it in the person of a man, to bring it into 
rebellious contrariety to God. He even dared to 
tempt the Lord Jesus to be his instrument in this 
design, when, showing Him all the kingdoms of the 
world and the glory of them, he said, " All this will 
I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me." 
Satan is well able, unless restrained, to give the 
glory of the earth to whom he pleases; for human 
glory is nothing else than the result of the con
centrated energies of unsanctified and unregenerate 
man ; and these energies Satan, as the spirit who 
worketh in all the children of disobedience, can at 
any time command, and can concentrate them 
where he pleases, unless God expressly interfere to 
hinder. 

We cannot be surprised that the Scripture should 
frequently refer to an event so wonderful as the rise 
of one who shall, as the immediate instrument of 
Satan, direct against God the energies of man when 
man is in his most advanced condition of civiliza
tion. It is in itself an event full of awful interest: 
it teaches too, the final result of all human progress 
that is apart from God; and shows what man be
comes when he apostatizes into the hands of the 
Evil One. 
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Accordingly this "king over the children of pride" 
is frequently described in the Scripture, in different 
aspects and under different names. In the Old 
Testament he is more especially spoken of in his 
relation to Israel and to Jerusalem. Thus in the 
fourteenth of Isaiah—in the song which repentant 
and forgiven Israel will sing over their fallen op
pressor, we find that he had glorified himself on 
Zion, claiming to be to Israel and to the nations 
what Christ alone will be, that is to say, Lucifer— 
" the bringer of l ight"—" the bright and morning 
star." " H o w art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, 
son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the 
ground, which didst weaken the nations! for thou 
hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven; I 
will exalt my throne above the stars of God : I will 
sit also upon the Mount of the congregation [Mount 
Zion] in the sides of the north ; I will ascend above 
the heights of the clouds ; I will be like the Most 
High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to 
the sides of the p i t " (12-15). • • • " The Lord of 
hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, 
so shall it come to pass : and as I have purposed, so 
shall it s tand: that I will break the Assyrian in my 
land, and upon my mountains tread him under 
foot: then shall his yoke depart from off them, and 
his burden depart from off their shoulders. This is 
the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth . 
and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all 
the nations ; for the Lord of hosts hath purposed, 
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and who shall disannul it ? And his hand is 
stretched out, and who shall turn it back ? " (24-27.) 
Nothing can be more evident than that the land 
of Israel is here mentioned, both as the place of 
this great " oppressor's " glory, and as the place of 
his destruction. It is also to be observed that he 
is called in this chapter the king of Babylon (see 
v. 4) and the Assyrian (v. 25), as being the head 
of that city and of that country which were the 
earliest, and will be the latest, centres of human 
civilization. 

In the tenth of Isaiah we find him also described 
as the last terrible scourge of God upon Jerusalem ; 
and there also he is called the king of Assyria. 
" Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the 
Lord hath performed His whole work upon Mount 
Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the 
stout heart of the king of Assyria and the glory of 
his high looks; for he saith, By the strength of my 
hand I have done it, and by my wisdom, &c. . . . 
Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send 
among his fat ones leanness, and under his glory he 
shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire : and 
the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy 
One for a flame: and it shall burn and devour his 
thorns and his briars [i.e. all his defences] in one 
day; and shall consume the glory of his forest and of 
his fruitful field, both soul and body," &c. I will 
not, however, pursue this subject in its detail, as 
that has been sufficiently done in other publica-
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tions.* It will be enough briefly to enumerate 
some of his titles and a few of his most remark
able characteristics. 

In Daniel vii. 8 he is described (under the emblem 
of " a horn having eyes "—the symbol of united in
telligence and strength) as embodying in himself the 
power of the whole Roman world, and so directing 
it in blasphemy against God, as to bring down upon 
the whole of the nations which he leads, complete 
and final destruction. " I beheld then because of 
the voice of the great words that the horn spake : I 
beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body 
destroyed, and given to the burning flame" (ver. n ) . 
In Daniel, too, in indication of his wilfulness and 
the unhindered character of his rule, he is described 
as " the king who shall do according to his will " 
(Dan. xi. 36) : and as a " king of fierce countenance 
whose power shall be mighty "—who " shall destroy 
wonderfully" — who "shall prosper, and practise, 
and destroy the mighty and the holy people." (Dan. 
viii. 24.) In the same Prophet we are told that " he 
shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the 
seas in the glorious holy mountain [Zion]; yet he 
shall come to his end, and none shall help him." 
(Dan. xi. 45.) 

In Isaiah xxx. 33, he is called emphatically T H E 
king. " For Tophet is ordained of old, yea, for 

* See " Aids to Prophetic Enquiry," and " Prospects of the Ten 
Kingdoms of the Roman Empire," to be obtained of the Publisher 
of this Tract. 
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T H E king it is prepared ; he hath made it deep and 
large; the pile thereof is fire and much wood ; the 
breath of the Lord, like a stream of brimstone, doth 
kindle it." 

In the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians, as 
viewed in a moral aspect, he is called " t h e Man of 
Sin " (the Sin-Man), words which imply that he will 
be the living embodiment of sin, even as Christ was 
the living embodiment of holiness and righteousness. 
In the same chapter he is also called " the Lawless 
O n e " (6 dvofj-of), for as Christ glorified not Himself, 
but glorified God by doing His will, and fulfilling 
every jot and tittle of His law, so this last great 
" Man of the Earth " (Ps. x. 18) will spurn every 
law and violate every principle of God's government, 
whether natural or revealed, glorifying only him
self. 

In the Epistle of John, as viewed more directly in 
personal opposition to Christ, and as assuming in 
earth the place which belongs only to Him, he is 
called " T H E Antichrist." (1 John ii. 22.) 

In the Revelation he is called " the Beast." This 
name is first employed in Daniel, to denote all the 
four successive empires of the Gentiles, which vex 
the earth and tread down Jerusalem, during the 
time of God's withdrawal from the earth and of 
Israel's chastisement. As inheriting the power of 
these Empires, and as the head of all the kingdoms 
which were included under the Roman dominion, he 
is fitly designated by the same name as had been 
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applied to those Empires that had held before him 
that power which becomes at last concentrated in 
his single person. When viewed therefore in his 
imperial aspect, his name in Scripture is " the Beast." 
That word conveys Heaven's estimate of human 
glory. 

The EASTERN part of the Roman Empire is 
that from which he is to arise ; viz., from one of the 
four divisions into which Alexander's Empire was 
partitioned. The period of his power is " the last 
end of the indignation against Jerusalem " (Dan. viii.), 
or as it is called in the eleventh chapter, " the time 
of the end." (Dan. xi. 40.) 

" He shall not regard the God of his fathers, . . . 
nor any god, for he shall magnify himself above 
all." (Dan. xi. 37.) " He shall speak marvellous 
things against the God of gods." (Dan. xi. 36.) 
He shall " deny both the Father and the Son." 
(1 John ii. 22.) 

He will come to Jerusalem, where he will find the 
Sanctuary standing (for the Jews will have restored 
it), and the daily sacrifice offered. But he will cast 
down the sanctuary and take away the daily sacri
fice. (Dan. viii. 11.) We are told also, " t h a t he 
will seat himself in the Temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God." * (2 Thess. ii. 4.) 

* It is important to observe in this chapter (2 Thess. ii.) how 
carefully the distinction is made between the principles of Antichrist 
(that is to say, " t h e mystery of iniquity already working") and 
Antichrist personally. It is said not of the principles, but of himself 
personally, that he shall sit in the Temple of God. " T e m p l e " is 
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In order to accredit his power, Satan will enable 
him to work miracles (errj^ela) and prodigies of false
hood.* The prophet who ministers in his presence 
will be enabled to cause fire to come down from 
heaven in the sight of men ; and will raise an image 
to his master, which will be caused to speak and to 
command that whosoever will not worship it, should 
be killed. (See Rev. xiii. 11-17.) And all, within the 
sphere of his power, will worship him, except those 
" whose names have been, from the foundation of 
the world, written in the book of life of the Lamb 
that hath been slain " (ver. 8). 

He will come in his own name, and will be re
ceived by them who rejected that blessed One who 
came in His Father's name. He will come peace
fully to Jerusalem at first; and by smooth things 
will practise and deceive. (Dan. viii. 24, 25.) He 
will also enter into covenant with many in Israel, 
and will become the patron both of them and of 
their worship, but he will soon break his covenant, 
and " cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease," and 
desolate the sanctuary, in order that he may spread 
abroad his own abominations. 

The abominations of this period are frequently re
used in Scripture to denote either the body of the Lord Jesus ; or, 
the bodies of individual saints ; or, the elect Church; or, the Temple 

at Jerusalem. The Man of Sin cannot sit personally in either of 

these except the last. 

* Te'pa<n \j/ev8ovi. These words do not imply that the prodigies 
are pretended prodigies; but prodigies wrought for falsehood, and 
in the power of falsehood—falsehood-prodigies. 
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ferred to in the Scripture. Indeed, the Book of 
Revelation, from the sixth chapter onward, is em
phatically the record of the inflictions of God on the 
iniquities of Israel until the hour shall come for the 
final blow to be administered by the hand of His 
Son, who is waiting now until His enemies shall be 
set as a footstool under His feet. The Revelation 
does not detail the steps by which human evil 
attains its height; its object being to describe it 
in its maturity, and to declare the manner in which 
it will be visited from above. It will be visited first 
by chastisements admitting of repentance, and then 
by utterly destroying judgment. But, as in Egypt 
of old, those plagues which immediately preceded 
the final judgment at the Red Sea, were not sent 
until Egypt had attained the maturity of its evil 
greatness, so it will again be in the case of Jeru
salem and the nations. Their evil must be matured 
before it is smitten. Hence the prophetic part of 
the Revelation (agreeing, in time, with the unful
filled parts of the prophecy of Daniel) will not begin 
to be accomplished until Israel and the Eastern, as 
well as the Western, nations of the Roman World 
have assumed the place which is assigned to them 
by Scripture during the closing scene of human 
evil. In the Psalms, too, the moral history of this 
period is especially given. Indeed, the object of the 
Psalms is to describe various relations which man 
on the earth holds in reference to God; and there
fore they frequently dwell both on the period when 
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perfect righteousness was exhibited in the person of 
Jesus, and on the period when the perfectness of 
iniquity will be exhibited in the person of Antichrist 
—" the Man of the Earth " (Ps. x. 18); and as we 
interpret only of Jesus, those passages which describe 
the righteousness of the Perfect Man, but apply 
them in a limited and inferior sense to those who walk 
in His Spirit ; so it is, also, with descriptions of 
evil which, although strictly true of that period only 
when the fool shall really say, " There is no God," 
are, nevertheless, applicable to every one who has 
ever walked in the spirit of him who is to consum
mate apostasy. In describing the greater we com
prehend the less. Indeed, in this latter case the 
resemblance is close. The ways of those who walk 
in the spirit of Antichrist, and the ways of Antichrist 
himself, are marked by no essential distinctions, such 
as those which subsist between the redeemed and 
Him who is their God and Saviour. 

The tenth, twelfth and forty-fourth Psalms may 
be read as an example of those which pertain to 
that period. The seventy-fourth, too, is very express 
in its reference to the desolations to be wrought in 
Jerusalem. " O God, why hast thou cast us off for 
ever? why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep 
of thy pasture ? . . . Lift up thy feet unto the per
petual desolations; even all that the enemy hath 
done wickedly in the sanctuary. Thine enemies roar 
in the midst of thy congregations; they set up their 
ensigns for signs. . . . They have cast fire into thy 

C 
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sanctuary, they have defiled by casting down the 
dwelling-place of thy name to the ground. . . . 
Arise, O God, plead thine own cause; remember 
how the foolish man reproacheth thee daily. Forget 
not the voice of thine enemies; the tumult of those 
that rise up against thee increaseth continually." 
Such are the words in which some in the midst of 
Israel describe the desolations of that hour. They 
are not, it must be remembered, the words of 
Christians. They who have trusted in the name of 
Jesus and received of His Spirit, will not say, " Why 
standest thou afar off, O Lord ? " or, " Why doth 
thine anger smoke ? " &c.—for against them His 
anger will not smoke; He will not stand afar off 
from them, but will be very nigh. These words 
therefore are not the words of Christians but of 
Jews—Jews whose hearts, through the superabound-
ing mercy of God, will be awed by the surrounding 
terrors, and be in a measure softened. They will be 
indeed but a remnant; for though the number of 
the children of Israel be at that moment as the sand 
of the sea, yet only a remnant of them shall be saved 
(see Isa. x. 22): nor will even that remnant be saved 
until they shall have first passed through the fires— 
even the fires and the terrors of the Day of the 
Lord, when He shall be revealed in flaming fire 
taking vengeance. In the terrors of that day they 
shall indeed be protected ; but through those terrors 
they must pass. They, no less than their nation, 
will have persisted in rejecting the preached testi-
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mony of grace; and they will not be ostensibly 
received into forgiveness until the appointed visita
tion of wrath shall have swept over them. " It shall 
come to pass, that in all the Land, saith the Lord, 
two parts therein shall be cut off and die ; but the 
third shall be left therein. And I will bring the 
third part through the fire, and will refine them as 
silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tr ied: 
they shall call on my name, and I will hear them; 
I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The 
Lord is my God." (Zech. xiii. 8, 9.) This is the 
remnant that shall be made " a strong nation " in 
the millennial earth. 

When under the pressure of their calamities they 
say, " O that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that 
thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might 
flow down at thy presence " (Isa. lxiv.); their prayer 
(though the answer may be delayed) will not be un
heard. Yet few even among them will be prepared, 
either for the events that will precede, or for those 
that will accompany, its answer. The Lord will not 
rend the heavens and come down until first, sorrow 
heaped upon sorrow shall have brought Jerusalem 
to the very dust. " Thou shalt be brought down, 
and shalt speak out of the ground, and thy speech 
shall be low out of the dust, and thy voice shall be, 
as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the 
ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the 
dust." (Isa. xxix. 4.) And when at last the Lord 
comes to deliver, the day in which He cometh shall 

c 2 
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be one that " shall burn as an oven; and all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be 
stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them 
up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch." (Mai. iv. i.) 

Antichrist and his armies gathered under the 
power of unclean spirits to Armageddon (see Rev. 
xvi. 14) will be the means of inflicting the last blow 
that shall ever be given to Jerusalem through the 
instrumentality of man. The hosts gathered at 
Armageddon will move thence upon Jerusalem. 
The second chapter of Joel describes the last 
terrible assault. Jerusalem, which will be found in 
rebellion against that Great Monarch of the Gentiles 
whom it had once owned as its sovereign Lord, will 
seem an easy prey ' to one who had just before 
"trampled it down as the mire of the streets." 
But the hour will have come for " the times of the 
Gentiles " to end, and for the power of Heaven to 
be brought visibly into collision with the power of 
earth. And as, when once before the glory of God 
visibly confronted human hosts at the Red Sea, 
Israel was the object of the conflict, so will it again 
be. If Israel had not been the people through 
whom God intends to regulate the earth and fill it 
with blessing, we should not read of His thus visibly 
interfering on behalf of an earthly city. But Jeru
salem is His—it is the appointed seat of blessing in 
the earth, and therefore around it Satan will gather 
the Armageddon hosts, and over it God will sud-
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denly spread the hosts of heaven. " For thus hath 
the Lord spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the 
young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of 
shepherds is called forth against him, will not be 
afraid of their voice nor abase himself for the noise 
of them, so shall the Lord of hosts come down to 
fight for Mount Zion and for the hill thereof. As 
birds flying, so will the Lord of hosts defend Jeru
salem ; defending also he will deliver it, and passing 
over he will preserve it." (Isa. xxxi. 4.) " His feet 
shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives. 
. . . The Lord my God shall come and all the 
saints with thee." (Zech. xiv.) The glory of Heaven 
will thus confront the glory of earth; and will man 
prevail, or God ? " In Judah is God known, his 
name is great in Israel. In Salem also is his taber
nacle, and his dwelling-place in Zion. There brake 
he the arrows of the bow, the shield and the sword 
and the battle. . . . The stout-hearted are spoiled, 
they have slept their sleep; and none of the men of 
might have found their hands. At thy rebuke, O 
God of Jacob, both the chariot and horse are cast 
into a deep sleep. . . . Thou didst cause judgment 
to be heard from Heaven ; the earth feared and was 
still; when God arose to judgment and to save all 
the meek of the earth." (Ps. lxxvi.) Such are the 
words in which repentant and forgiven Israel will 
celebrate the triumph of God. 

Thus although the Lord will use the Gentiles to 
the very last in ministering to Jerusalem " the cup 
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of His fury "—yet the dregs of that cup shall not be 
drank by Jerusalem, it shall be put into the hand of 
the Gentile oppressors. " These two things are 
come unto thee" (it is to Jerusalem He speaks); 
" who shall be sorry for thee ? desolation, and de
struction, and the famine, and the sword : by whom 
shall I comfort thee ? Thy sons have fainted, they 
lie at the head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a 
ne t : they are full of the fury of the Lord, the rebuke 
of thy God. Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, 
and drunken, but not with wine: thus saith thy 
Lord, the LORD, and thy God that pleadeth the 
cause of His people, Behold, I have taken out of thy 
hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup 
of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it again. But I 
will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee; 
which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we 
may go over; and thou hast laid thy body as the 
ground, and as the street, to them that went over. 
Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put 
on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy 
city; for henceforth there shall no more come into 
thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. . . . 
Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places 
of Jerusalem: for the Lord hath comforted His 
people, He hath redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord 
hath made bare His holy arm in the eyes of all 
the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall 
see the Salvation of our God." (Isa. li. 19, and 
lii. 1, 9, 10.) 
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And now contrast with this His word to the 
Gentiles. 

" Drink ye, and be drunken, and spue, and fall, 
and rise no more, because of the sword which 
I will send among you. And it shall be, if they 
refuse to take the cup at thine hand to drink, then 
shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts; Ye shall certainly drink. For, lo, I begin to 
bring evil on the city which is called by my name, 
and should ye be utterly unpunished ? Ye shall 
not be unpunished: for I will call for a sword upon 
all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the Lord of 
hosts. Therefore prophesy thou against them all 
these words, and say unto them, The Lord shall 
roar from on high, and utter His voice from His 
holy habitation ; He shall mightily roar upon His 
habitation; He shall give a shout, as they that tread 
the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth. 
A noise shall come even unto the ends of the ear th; 
for the Lord hath a controversy with the nations. 
He will plead with all flesh; He will give them that 
are wicked to the sword, saith the Lord. Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth 
from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall 
be raised up from the coasts of the earth. And the 
slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end 
of the earth even unto the other end of the ear th : 
they shall not be lamented, neither gathered nor 
buried : they shall be dung upon the ground." (Jer. 
xxv.) 
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These solemn words are surely too plain to need a 
comment. The time is possibly very nigh when we 
shall again see Jerusalem re-assume her place among 
the nations of the earth as a City of Jews. Among 
the Jews individually, there is much now that is 
amiable, cultivated and philanthropic. They have 
arts, science and abounding wealth; and are no 
longer marked by the same flagitiousness of evil that 
once made them a reproach even among Pagan 
Gentiles. The Lord Jesus said that it should be so. 
He said that the unclean spirit that once hurried 
them into outrageous excesses of evil, should leave 
them, for a season, to seek another resting-place ; 
but that finding none, finding no people so suited to 
his designs as Israel, he should once more return, 
and enter into them again with seven spirits more 
wicked than himself: for, though they are at present 
like a mansion " swept and garnished," yet are they 
" empty " ; they are unoccupied by Christ and by 
His Spirit ; and are therefore open to the return of 
the great enemy. Thus our Lord Himself teaches 
us, that the presence of the sevenfold power of evil 
will mark the condition of Israel at the close of their 
unbelieving history. See Matt. xii. 43. 

Yet this people, who are thus so peculiarly to be
come Satan's instruments in the last great apostasy, 
are the people whom men and even Christians are 
flattering—prophesying to them smooth things and 
deceits. The Scripture has declared that it should 
be so. " When they (Israel) shall have fallen, they 



ITS FUTURE HISTORY. 41 

shall be holpen with a little help; but many shall 
cleave to them with flatteries." (Dan. xi. 34.) If a 
favourable opportunity for restoring Israel to their 
Land were to offer, there is scarcely any thing that 
would be hailed with more delight throughout the 
nations—especially those nations who are looking to 
civilization and commerce as the great powers that 
are to regenerate the earth. And if, when Israel do 
return to their own Land, it should, for a season be 
permitted to revive ; if science, art, commerce should 
give to it an apparent prosperity; if latitudinarian-
ism should spread over its institutions the semblance 
of brotherhood and love: if there should be an in
crease in Jerusalem of the profession of Christianity; 
and if some hearts in Israel should really be reached 
by the power of the Gospel of Christ, how soon 
would the awful predictions of Scripture respecting 
the " last end of the indignation " against Jerusalem, 
be forgotten; and those prophecies only remem
bered which speak of millennial prosperity and 
peace. 

It will not be the first time that Christendom has 
applied millennial predictions of blessings to an 
unholy era. When Constantine and his followers 
assumed the name of Christ, and unconverted 
myriads substituted for the ritualism of Paganism, 
the ritualism of pretended Christianity, the change 
was hailed even by professed ministers of Christ as 
if it had been the advent of the Lord Jesus in His 
glory; and the city of Constantine was addressed 
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as if it had been the heavenly City—the Bride of the 
Lamb. And what was the result of this iniquity ? 
The result was that the Eastern Churches who had 
been foremost in this evil went on in their course of 
abomination, until Mohammedanism was sent upon 
them as an abiding scourge ; whilst in the West, 
Popery was allowed to arise and erect its temples, in 
which devils, once worshipped under the names of 
Jupiter and Diana, became worshipped under the 
new names of Peter, Paul, and Mary, (i Cor. x. 20.) 
The earth has indeed groaned under the load of 
religious corruption. Men truly are weary of the 
groan ; but they are seeking to escape it by ignoring 
Truth and disowning its responsibilities. " Deorum 
ira Diis curat" is a convenient principle for those 
who wish to rid themselves of the responsibility of 
seeking or caring for Truth. " Let God care for 
His own affairs," is a maxim well worthy of those 
who are content to enjoy the earth in Cain-like 
distance from God. Truth is a weight of which it 
is well they should rid themselves in seeking the 
prize that man gives to man ; they will be able to 
run in the race more swiftly. It is easy to excuse 
that desire after an unholy liberty which lurks in 
every human bosom, by pointing to the effects of 
priestly tyranny and Satan's skilful corruptions of 
truth. But is it too much to ask that a distinction 
should be drawn between that which comes from 
Satan and that which comes from God ? Is the 
teaching of Satan and the teaching of God so nearly 



ITS FUTURE HISTORY. 43 

alike that they must be confounded ? Is it im
possible to separate the precious from the vile ? Is 
there no difference between Christ's yoke and every 
other ? And, because the yoke of human selfishness 
has been hard, shall we say that we will submit to 
no yoke, however easy? and that we will bear no 
burden, however light? In that ease, we can have 
no part with Christ. We must be separate from 
Him here ; separate from Him hereafter. The 
liberty of the human will is not the liberty of the 
Kingdom of God. 

And even as there have been and are some, whom 
the proud pretensions of Christendom have not de
ceived—some who have discerned that gatherings 
of men unsanctified by personal faith in Jesus, are 
not Churches of God ; and that the ecclesiastical 
order of man with all its high-sounding claims is not 
of Christ ; so, when, at a future hour, the fraternity 
of men and the brotherhood of nations shall be the 
prevailing cry—when Jews and Christians, Moham
medans and Pagans, shall unite as men, and Com
merce draw around society its golden bond, and 
ecclesiastical systems, dropping their present proud 
exclusiveness, shall yield to the temper of the day; 
and the dissensions of past ages give place, for a 
season, to a delusive calm, and every mouth be 
whispering peace—there shall still, even at that 
hour, be some who shall boldly say, "There is no 
peace." When others speak of blessing, they shall 
testify of judgment; while others see, as they think, 
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prosperity from God, they will discern the power 
of the Deceiver. To them the Scripture will not 
be sealed. They will understand it — they will 
apply it. The words of prophets and apostles, by 
men long forgotten, shall be heard again through 
their lips; and that " light which shineth in a dark 
place until the day dawn "—the light of Prophecy, 
shall pierce with its strong and blessed, although 
still rejected, ray, that darkest hour of human his
tory. Other lights will have dazzled Jerusalem ; 
other sounds will have fascinated her ears; and she 
will reject the testimony. She will be left, therefore, 
to meet first, the hour of Antichrist's fury, and then, 
the coming of the Day of God. 

May her history teach us to detect and to shun 
those principles which, though at present found in 
scattered and disconnected forms, are nevertheless 
principles which when combined will present that 
matured form of evil of which the Scripture warns. 
They who live, as we do, whilst the mystery of 
iniquity is silently working, cannot but be in danger 
from its subtilty. The danger may not be the same 
as when the fulness of strong delusions shall be 
immediately sent from God, and " T H E Apostasy" 
and he by whom it is headed be revealed ; neverthe
less, the danger is even now great and daily in
creases. The Church (I mean now the true Church) 
is not strong; it is not united; it is not now what it 
once was, " the pillar and ground of the Truth " ; it 
has listened to many a strange voice; and has 
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wandered far frbm the steps of its Shepherd. The 
Church is no longer as a city set on a hill—it shines 
not as a light set on a candlestick. It is no longer 
" stedfastly joined together in unity of mind and of 
judgment." Nevertheless the word of God remains 
pure, stedfast, true and simple, as when first it was 
sent by God into this world of confusion and false
hood and sin. And now, just at the moment when 
the strife and disorder that has lately rent the 
nations and the professing Church, is about to 
merge into the Satanic order of " The Harlot" and 
" The Beast," is it no mercy that God should have 
sent into many hearts a clearer knowledge of His 
word, and enabled them to understand it better and 
to divide it more rightly ? Let us then prize this 
mercy. If we wish to avoid " the counsel of the 
ungodly, and the way of sinners, and the seat of the 
scorner," let our delight be in the law of the Lord, 
and in that let us meditate day and night. There 
we shall find light, certainty, peace ; and be enabled 
through the grace of our Heavenly Master to say, 
" Concerning the works of men, by the word of 
thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the 
Destroyer." (Ps. xvii. 4.) 



NOTES. 

JERUSALEM THE CENTRE OF THE DIVINE 

ARRANGEMENTS IN THE EARTH. 

IN page 4 I have observed, that until Israel had 
fully manifested their unfitness for supremacy in the 
earth, none of the Gentile Empires were allowed to 
rise into pre-eminence. The result of Israel's trial 
was determined in the eighth century before the 
Christian e ra ; for in that century, viz., B.C. 741, 
Ahaz, king of Judah, bribed Tiglath-pileser, king of 
Assyria, to assist him, and became his tributary. 
In B.C. 721 the king of Assyria carried the ten tribes 
into captivity, and in B.C. 709 Hezekiah is finally 
told that Jerusalem and'all her treasures should fall 
before Babylon. 

Accordingly, in this century in which Israel was 
thus set aside, the Assyrian Monarchy was estab
lished under Pul (B .C 771), who first invaded the 
land of Israel in the very same year. The nucleus 
also of the Medo-Persian Empire was formed in this 
century by the revolt of the Medes, and still more 
distinctly by the establishment of the power of 
Deioces, their first king, B.C. 710. The kingdom of 
Macedonia likewise was founded in this century by 
Caranus, B.C. 794, and the Grecian chronological era 
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introduced by the establishment of Olympiads in 
B.C. 776. In this century also Rome was founded 
B.C. 748 (Ussher). Moreover, those migrations of 
the Cimmerian and Scythian nations, on which the 
arrangements of modern Europe are founded, com
menced in this century. It is also worthy of 
remark, that no trustworthy Gentile history exists 
previous to the time when the Gentile Empires 
began to be raised up as the scourges of Jerusalem. 
Till then God writes all that is to be recorded of the 
world's history in His own Scripture. After that 
He leaves to human historians the record of " the 
Times of the Gentiles," except when the affairs of 
the Gentiles affect His nation in Jerusalem. In 
that case the Scripture treats of the history of the 
Gentiles. But as soon as the national existence of 
Jerusalem terminated, all historic narrative in pro
phetic Scripture is suspended; and it will not be 
resumed until Jerusalem re-exists as a city of Jews. 

This explains the reason why such persons as 
Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Xerxes (Dan. xi.), Alex
ander the Great, Antiochus (Dan. xi.), Csesar, etc., 
are mentioned or referred to in the Scripture; 
whereas such persons as Constantine, Mohammed, 
Charlemagne, Napoleon, and others equally import
ant in the world's history, are passed over in 
silence. 

Accordingly, the prophetic visions of such a book 
as Daniel divide themselves, as to time, into two 
parts : one part of each vision treating of the period 
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that precedes the destruction of Israel's nationality 
by the Romans; the other part treating of that yet 
future period when Israel, returning in unbelief, 
shall again assume a national standing in Jerusalem. 
During the long series of ages that elapse between 
these two periods, the chain of the prophetic narra
tive is broken. As to all detail, Daniel is silent; nor 
is detail resumed until Israel's return to Jerusalem 
introduces the Antichristian period, quickly followed 
by the termination of " the Times of the Gentiles." 
On that Antichristian period Daniel especially 
dwells. 

It is of essential importance that this principle 
should be borne in mind in reading all such parts of 
prophecy as are in any sense national, either as 
respects Jews or Gentiles. Prophetic instruction is 
hereby so simplified, that the poorest and most un
learned can understand. All that any need know of 
past history is that which the Scripture itself sup
plies, up to the time when Jerusalem was subverted 
by the Romans. The history of the long 1800 years 
which follow may be passed over; for Scripture is 
silent. We need neither inquire into the history of 
Vandals, nor Saracens, nor Turks, nor any other co-
temporary history. We may dismiss it altogether, 
and fix our attention on what Scripture prophetically 
teaches respecting the " last end of the indignation " 
against Jerusalem, when Antichrist shall reign. Nor 
is this remark true of Daniel alone. It is true of all 
prophecy, especially the book of Revelation. The 
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Revelation, from the sixth to the nineteenth chapter 
inclusive, is concerned, not with this present interval 
of Israel's dispersion, but with that future hour 
when their return in unbelief to their own city shall! 
synchronise with the hour of the matured iniquity of 
the nations. It belongs to the same period of which 
the unfulfilled part of Daniel treats. I speak now, 
not of those visions of heavenly glory in the Reve
lation which describe the condition of the risen 
saints after the Antichristian period has passed, but 
of those parts which refer to human evil, and the 
manner in which God judges it in the earth. 

The parts which yet remain to be fulfilled in the 
visions of Daniel are these:— 

In chapter I I . the division of the whole Roman 
earth in its eastern and western parts, into ten king
doms, as denoted by the ten toes of the Image. 

In chapter IV. the bringing down and subsequent 
judgment of the power of the Gentiles (as repre
sented by Nebuchadnezzar's chastisement), and its 
final restoration to the favour of God. 

In chapter VII . the tenfold division of the Roman 
earth (from the Euphrates to Scotland), the rise and 
blasphemies of Antichrist, and the consequent judg
ments. 

In chapter VII I . the rise of Antichrist from one off 
the divisions of Alexander's broken empire, and the 
exercise of his power in Jerusalem. 

In chapter IX. the events described in the con-
D 
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eluding verse, which describes the same power 
under the name of " the Prince that shall come." 

In chapter XI. all after the thirty-third verse, and 
all the twelfth chapter. 

The God and Magog powers (Ezekiel xxxviii. and 
xxxix.) are not referred to in Daniel, because they, 
though permitted to assault Jerusalem, are not 
allowed to injure it, much less to tread it down. 
The image-nations are alone commissioned to do 
this. 

I repeat, then, that there is no rule more important 
to be remembered in prophetic interpretation than 
this—the suspension of prophetic narrative during 
the time of Israel's present dispersion. This cir
cumstance alone sufficiently shows what a wonder
ful place is occupied by Jerusalem in the Divine 
counsels. ' 

If this principle be remembered—and also that in 
Daniel and the Revelation the several visions are 
not chronologically consecutive, but that they treat 
of the same period, the events of which they 
variously illustrate and amplify; and further, that 
in the Revelation, as -in many other parts of Scrip
ture (see for example Isaiah ii.) the vision of final 
glory is mentioned first, before the dark period that 
precedes that glory is described. If these three 
principles be remembered there will be little diffi
culty in understanding, in outline at least, all these 
parts of Scripture. [For further remarks on this 
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and kindred subjects see, " Aids to Prophetic En
quiry," to be obtained of the Publisher of this Tract.~\ 

" LAST E N D OF T H E INDIGNATION." Dan. viii. 19. 

These words fix the chronology of Daniel viii., 
and sufficiently show that that chapter can be ful
filled neither in Antiochus nor in Mohammed nor in 
the Pope. Antiochus was far nearer the commence
ment than " the end" of the indignation against 
Jerusalem. As to Mohammed and the Pope they 
answer to none of the criteria of this chapter. 

1. The power predicted is to arise from one of 
the four divisions of Alexander's empire, and conse
quently neither from the West, where the Pope is, 
nor from Arabia, whence Mohammed came. 

2. It is to find the Temple standing and the 
Jewish sacrifices offered; which sacrifices he is to, 
take away. 

3. It is to exist in the " last end of the indignaT 
t ion" against Jerusalem, " when the transgressors 
have come to the full." This sufficiently proveg th,e 
futurity of the passage. 

Popery, no doubt, and Mohammedanism, haye 
been, are, and will be, very efficient aids tq the full 
development of Antichristianism. But channels to 
a vortex are not to be confounded with the Yp^ex 

itself. 
D 2 
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In " rightly dividing the word of truth," nothing 
is more needful than to give to Jerusalem and Israel 
their proper place. The Scripture sometimes treats 
of Israel, sometimes of the Gentile nations as 
nations (see for example the book of Daniel); some
times of the nominal Church; sometimes of the real 
Church. If these distinctions are not observed, and 
if passages that belong to one only of these bodies, 
are used of any of them, or of all, what but hopeless 
confusion can result ? 

Immediately after the Apostles died, the teachers 
of the Church, "boasting themselves against Israel," 
and forgetting what the Apostles had taught them 
respecting " the natural branches " of the Olive tree, 
began to appropriate to themselves passages which 
pertained, not to them, but to Israel. This was 
first manifested in taking those parts of Scripture 
which describe Israel's earthly blessings during the 
Millennium, and representing those blessings as the 
future portion of the risen and glorified " Church of 
the first-born." No distinction was made between 
the heavenly blessing of those who shall rise in 
the first resurrection, whose home shall be above 
the heavens, and the portion of Israel in the earth, 
who, until the hour of the last resurrection at the 
close of the Millennium, will continue in bodies of 
flesh and blood, and be the inhabitants of an 
earthly, not of a heavenly city. But the destinies of 
Israel were soon forgotten in the Gentile churches. 
The heavenly Jerusalem was confounded with the 
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earthly; and the whole teaching of the first three 
centuries is justly chargeable with the sin of making 
the reign of the risen saints earthly and carnal, 
instead of assigning to them their proper place in 
the new creation of God. Thus Gentile Christianity 
obscured the real hope of the saints — defrauded 
Israel of their portion—and gave occasion to such 
persons as Jerome to scoff at " the fable of the 
Millennium " altogether. 

But great as this error was, it was followed by a 
worse. As ungodliness increased in the Churches, 
and when Constantine with his followers assumed 
the name of Christ, millennial texts were no longer 
interpreted as future — they were interpreted as 
present. Israel was no more thought of. Constan
tine was the Solomon—Constantine the Zerubbabel 
—Constantine the builder of the Temple of the 
Lord — Constantine virtually the Messiah. The 
history and orations of Eusebius and others teem 
with statements to this effect. The following is by 
no means the strongest example that could be given 
of the appropriation of passages which belong to 
Israel, but it is the first that comes in my way. 
Eusebius is describing the condition that the so-
called Church attained under Constantine: 

" In the mean time, however, in the present world, 
" she (the church) that was formerly a widow and 
" desolate, now decorated with the flowers of divine 
" grace, has truly become as the lily, as the prophecy 
" declares, and receiving the bridal garment and 
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" covered with the crown of glory, as she is taught 
" to exult and dance by the prophet Isaiah, pro-
" claims her gratitude in joyful language to God her 
" King. Let us hear his own words; I will greatly 
" rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my 
" God; for he hath clothed me with the garments 
" of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of 
" righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself 
" with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself 
" with jewels. For as the earth bringeth forth her 
" bud, and as the garden causeth the things sown in 
" it to spring forth, so the Lord God will cause 
" righteousness and praise to spring forth before all 
" the nations. . . . Awake, awake, thou hast 
" drunk at the hand of the Lord the cup of His 
" fury: thou hast drunk the dregs and exhausted 
" them. There was none to console thee of all the 
" sons thou didst bring forth ; neither was there any 
" to take thee by the hand. Behold, I have taken 
" out of thy hand the cup of stumbling, the cup of 
" m y fury, and thou shalt no more drink it again, 
" &c , &c." 

There is much more to the same effect; but this 
is enough to show that passages which could not 
have been interpreted of the Gentile Churches even 
if they had' been faithful, were boldly appropriated 
by those who were inaugurating a period of evil 
whose iniquities no tongue can describe. Popery 
followed as one of the excrescences in the West. It 
is no wonder that Popery (and in this it is carefully 
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followed by its abettors who are now permitted to 
teach in the Church of England) should systemati
cally insist that Rome was Jerusalem; that the 
Catholics were Israel; and that in Rome and its 
system all the Millennial promises were either being, 
or about to be, fulfilled. If at any moment Rome 
chanced to be prospering, and exercising satisfac
torily to herself authority over subject kings and 
nations, then, as in Constantine's time, Millennial 
passages were said to be fulfilled. If on the other 
hand she found herself straitened or in danger; if 
nations resisted her or Truth vanquished her,—then 
she skilfully appropriated to herself passages which 
spoke of "fires " and "chastening" and "tribulation" 
—always taking care to select those passages which 
speak of Israel's afflictions ending in triumph, 
supremacy and strength. The sermons preached at 
the Council of Trent afford remarkable examples of 
this. Whether in sorrow or in joy, they still con
trive to represent themselves as Zion — Israel — 
Jerusalem. 

The catechism of Pope Pius, too, so far as it has 
a semblance of plausibility in it, derives it entirely 
from showing from certain texts—texts that belong 
to Israel, that there is a body contemplated in 
Scripture as having unity and supremacy in the 
earth—a body whence " the law of the Lord is to go 
forth," and to which " all nations are to flow; " and 
then ascribing this position, that is to say, the 
Millennial position of Israel, to itself. 
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Nor have Protestant writers avoided this sin. 
Indeed, they have often fallen into an error which 
the Fathers and the Papists seem commonly to have 
avoided—viz., the ascribing to the Church passages 
which belong to the Gentile nations. Protestant 
writers whose temptation has been to extol and 
sanctify the path which the nations secularly tread, 
have grievously perverted or else neglected the book 
of Daniel (which is God's testimony against the 
nations) and some have even ventured to deny its 
divine authority.* And as regards Millennial pas
sages, how continually do we find texts which 
describe the outward position and triumph of Israel 
interpreted of Christianity now ; sometimes as 
already t rue; sometimes as about to be t rue ; 
whereas, the Gentile Church as a body is to inherit 
judgment and not blessing. It has not continued 
in God's goodness, and therefore is to be cut off. 
(Rom. xi. 22.) 

Nor have Protestant Christians avoided the mis
application of passages which pertain to the season 
of Israel's sore judgment under the heavy hand of 
God's indignation. Such passages as describe 
Israel's being in the furnace, and passing through 
the fires, and being there refined, are often inter
preted as if true of Christians. 

* Such for example as the late Dr. Arnold of Rugby. I would 
take this opportunity of earnestly recommending " Remarks on the 
Prophetic Visions in the Book of Daniel," " Defence of the Authen
ticity of the Book of Daniel," by S. P. Tregelles, LL.D. 
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Now in the first place, if such passages are in
terpreted of real believers in Jesus, the judgments 
spoken of can never be their portion. These very 
judgments fall on Israel because they have rejected 
the. Lord Jesus, and therefore are under Law, not 
under grace — under Sinai and not under Zion. 
They cannot be true of those who have " received 
reconciliation." Judgment is not their portion. 

In the second place, if these passages be applied 
to the professing Church, as if it were to pass through 
such judgments and be thereby purified, and so pass 
into the inheritance of blessing, this is no other than 
the. doctrine of the Papists, and is utterly untrue. 
It is true indeed that judgment terminating in bless
ing is to be sent on Israel (for Israel is beloved for 
the fathers' sake, and God has not forgotten His 
covenant), yet this is a distinctive characteristic of 
Israel, and involves a blessing that the corrupt 
Churches of Christendom are not to share. "Though 
I make a full end of all nations whither I have 
scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee 
(Israel), but I will correct thee in measure, and not 
leave thee altogether unpunished." The judgment 
that is to be sent on corrupted Christianity will not 
end in blessing. The Gentile Olive branch is to be 
broken off at the very moment when the Jewish will 
be graffed in. Individuals throughout Christendom 
who believe in Jesus will be saved ; and some hastily 
" pulled as it were out of the fire " ; but the corrupt 
bodies of Christendom will be purified by no judg-
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ment—they will pass into no millennial blessing— 
they will utterly be consumed. 

How important, therefore, in interpreting the 
Scripture to distinguish between the Jews ; the 
nations; the professing Church and the real Church; 
and to assign to each the Scriptures which are re
spectively their portion. 

I would take this opportunity of observing that 
the mistranslation of a passage in Romans xi. has 
misled many into the belief that the Jews nationally 
will owe their conversion to the agency of the Gen
tile Church. The passage rightly translated is as 
follows : " For even as ye once disobeyed God, but 
now have become objects of mercy by means of 
their disobedience ; so they, too, have now been 
disobedient to the mercy possessed by you (i.e., the 
Gospel), in order that they also might become 
objects of mercy: for God hath concluded the 
whole (i.e., both Jew and Gentile) in disobedience, 
that He might have mercy on the whole" (verses 

30-32). 
The translation I have given in a preceding page 

(p. 14) of Acts iii. 19, is correct. It shows that 
Jerusalem, if it had received the Apostle's message, 
would not only have been forgiven, but that the 
Lord Jesus would have returned, and the time of 
Israel's promised blessing have instantly com
menced. But this message, like every other, was 
rejected. Now Jerusalem no longer exists to receive 
i t : nor, indeed, would it again be given. 
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