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FIGURE 1. 
THE TRUE VIEW 

the Loni’s coming ard 
, with the 
NOT SHOWN, it 

kept secret as yet from 
purch. (See 1 Thess. 

; u. 19, 20.) 

FIGURE 2. 

THE WRONG VIEW, 

ing what the Thessa- 
dans erroncously held as 
the dead and the living. 

» as above, the RAP- 
E is omitted. 

FIGURE 3. 

THE TRUE VIEW, 

ling to 1 Thessalonians 
. 13—18. Here the RAP- 

EF, for the first time 
known to the church, 
the question as to the 
and the living; by 
of it the Thessalonians 

feel to sorrow for those 

Who had fallen asleep. 
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AS YET UNREVEALED. 

The above, and the two following diagrams, relate to the LORD’S COMING AND KINGDOM. The FIRST of them expresses the whole church living and reigning with Christ, without 
showing how those who had fallen asleep will find their place among the redeemed of the Lord in that day. This, observe, is according to Paul’s teaching in 1 Thessalonians i. 10, iii. 13, he not 
having as yet brought out THE WHOLE TRUTH on this point. The SECOND expresses what, owing to the silence of the apostle about it, the Thessalonians in their ignorance feared, namely, 

that the dead in Christ not rising again till the end, or last day, they would in the interim be shut out ‘from blessing, would not live and reign with the others, (see 1 Thess. iv. 
( 15.) While the THIRD clears up the difficulty as to the dead, showing that THROUGH A PREVIOUS RESURRECTION they will be brought into blessing along with the others. 
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The Thessalonians sorrowing The dead in Christ not expected 1 
over the dead, not expecting to rise till the end or last day. 

Those who had slept and the survi- NO RAPTURE, 

vors are here seen together at last, the ACCORDING 
THE SURVIVORS REIGNING ALONE, 

while the dead are still sleeping. In this way the living prevent (or 
to meet them till the ah aar st anticipate) the dead ; that is, they get into blessing before them, according dead in Christ having been raised at the 
rection at the end, “the to Revelation xx. 4, a thousand years sooner. same time as the wicked, at ‘the resurrection of judgment. resurrection of judgment,” the wrong 

view this, not of the THESSALONIANS q 
ALONE, BUT OF PEOPLE IN GENERAL. 

( THE CATCHING UP AND DESCENT OF THE 
CHURCH—A NEW REVELATION, 

Those raised and those changed in heaven together The resurrection, and with it the rapture, 
during the week. is here shown to be God’s resource as to 

those who had fallen asleep. Raised from 
the dead, and taken to heaven with the 
others, their brethren will especially rejoice 
over them, as given back to them from the 
grave. Thus all from that moment will be A ° 

‘for ever with the Lord,” in the RAPTURE, | 
in the KINGDOM, and at the LAST DAY, 
when all things shall have been made new. 

They “who are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord,” in other words, “ the 
living, the left,” oi gavres, ot meprecrdpevor, are, thoy who, as here shown, live on, not on 
earth, but in heaven till then, they having in the interim been translated together 
with those over whom they were sorrowing. Of this the Thessalonians knew nothing, 
till they reached verse 16 of our chapter. Then for the first time they heard of the 
RAPTURE as the means by which they and the dead would come together again. 
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THE COMING OF CHRIST WITH HIS SAINTS, 
PRECEDED BY THE 

RESURRECTION AND RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH 

THIS LATTER EVENT BEING 

GOD’S WAY OF BRINGING THE DEAD IN COMPANY WITH 

THE LIVING INTO THE KINGDOM WITH HIM. 

  

1 THESSALONIANS IV. 13-18; V. 1-6. 

“ T would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope.” (Ver. 13.) 

THE DAY OF CHRIST. 

CHRIST COMES WITH THE CHURCH. 

GOD’S PURPOSE AS TO THE CHURCH, CONTRASTED WITH 

THE MISTAKE OF THE THESSALONIANS. 

‘“‘ For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him,” (that is, with Jesus at His coming in glory, 
namely His Parousia (wapovoia), referred to in the 
following verse). (Ver. 14.) 

“For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive and remain [that is, the
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living, the left or surviving ones] unto the coming 

[wapovata] of the Lord [that is, His revelation in glory 

at the end of Daniel’s last week] shall not [as you 

falsely imagine] prevent [that is, forestall or anticipate] 

them which are asleep.”’ (Ver. 15.) 

THE PREVIOUS RAPTURE. 

CHRIST COMES FOR THE CHURCH. 

‘For the Lord himself shall [1st] descend from 

heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 

and with the trump of God ; and [2ndly] the dead 

in Christ shall rise first; then [3rdly] we which are 

alive and remain [that is, we, the living, the left or 

surviving ones], shall be caught up together with them 

in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so 

shall we ever be with the Lord.” (Vers. 16, 17.) 

‘SWherefore comfort one another with these 

words.” (Ver. 18.) 

THE DAY OF CHRIST. 

THE CHURCH EXEMPTED FROM JUDGMENT. 

‘‘ But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye 
have no need that I write unto you: for yourselves 
know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as 
a thief in the night: for when they shall say, Peace 

and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child ; and they 
shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in dark- 

ness that that day should overtake you as a thief. Yo
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are all the children of light, and the children of the 

day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 
Therefore let us not sleep, as do others: but let us 
watch and be sober, for they that sleep, sleep in the 
night : and they that be drunken are drunken in the 
night. But let us, who are of the day, be sober, 

putting on the breast-plate of faith and love ; and for an 
helmet the hope of salvation. For God hath not ap- 
pointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that, whether we 
wake or sleep [ whether we are alive or dead when the 
church is taken], we should live together with him. 
Wherefore comfort yourselves together and edify one 
another, even as also ye do.”’ (Vers. 1-11.)



    

        PARAPHRASE OF THE FOREGOING 

VERSES 13-18. 

    

I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con- 

cerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 

even as others, namely, the children of this world, 

who have no hope, no part in the /irsé resurrection, 

but in the second—“ THE RESURRECTION OF JUDG- 

MENT.”’ 

  

THE LORD’S COMING IN GLORY. 

For if we believo that Jesus died and roso again, 

even so when God brings Him, His blessed Son, into 

the world to take possession of the kingdom, He will 

at the same time bring in His company those who 

have fallen asleep, and over whom you are sorrowing. 

For we assure you on the authority of the Lord’s 

word to us, that we who now are alive shall not, as 

you think, prevent or take the precedence of those 

who have died. Destined as we are never to die, 

but being caught up to heaven (as you shall pre- 

sently hear) to live there with Christ until He comes 

with us in Hisglory to reign over the earth, we shall 

for all that get no advantage, no start, over those 

who are sleeping in Jesus, and whom you are quite 

mistaken in thinking will continue in their graves 

like the wicked, until the resurrection at the last day, 

while we are living and reigning with Christ during 

the thousand years of the kingdom. 

      

  

  

     



THE PREVIOUS RAPTURE. 

In order to obviate that which you fear, that THE 
WHOLE CHURCH, both the dead and the living, may 
share the glory of Christ, that we all may come with 
Him when He comes, we as a whole must ascend, 
must go forth in a body to meet Him beforehand. 
The way and order of this is as follows: The Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first, that 
is, before the others are changed. Then we who sur- 
vive and are still to live on (not on earth, but in 
heaven, in ascension, observe) shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we both be for ever with Him, 

and for ever together. 
Thus the living will not, in the way that you fear, 

prevent or take the precedence (not in the rapture, 
observe, though that is quite true, but in the kingdom), 
of those who have fallen asleep. Wherefore comfort 
one another with these words. 

THE DAY OF CHRIST. 

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, con- 
nected, as they are, not with the cHuRCH but with 
IsRAEL, and especially with the day of the Lord, ye have 

no need that I write unto you, for yourselves know 
perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace 
and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon
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them, as travail upon a woman with child ; and they 
shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in dark- 
ness that that day should overtake you as a thief—ye 

are all the children of light, and the children of the 
day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. There- 
fore let us not sleep as do others ; but let us watch 

and be sober. For they that sleep sleep in the night; 
and they that be drunken are drunken in the night; 
but let us who are of the day, be sober, putting on 
the breast-plate of faith and love, and for an helmet 

the hope of salvation. For God hath not ap- 

pointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 

Lord Jesus Christ who died for us, that whether we 

wake or sleep, that is, whether we are alive or dead, 

up to the time of the translation of the church, we 

should live together with Him in the rapture in the 
kingdom and in the eternal state. Wherefore com- 
fort yourselves together, and edify one another, even 

as also ye do. 

INTERPRETATION. 

There is a very prevalent twofold mistake as to 1 
Thessalonians iv. 13-18, which we here seek to cor- 

rect. FIRST—“TxHE cominc or tue Lorp,” Ty 
ITapovoig tov Kupiov, in verse 15, is thought to refer 

to the church’s, as shown in verses 16, 17, being caught 
up to heaven, on His descent into the air, with the 
voice of the archangel, and the trump of God. 

SECONDLY— What is said in the same verse (15), 
As to the living not preventing, or anticipating, the 

dead, is also connected in the minds of many with the
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catching up of the church. Their belief is, inasmuch 
as in the resurrection, there will be, on the part of 
those living and changed, no precedence of those 
raised from the dead (seeing that the dead will rise 
first, and ascend at the same time as the living) that it 
is that which is alluded to here—in connection with 
the resurrection, observe. 

Now as to the first of these points, “* THE COM- 
ING OF THE LORD” (79 wapovola rot xuptov) 
in verse 15, so far from being His DESCENT 
INTO THE AIR, to receive His saints to Him- 
sclf, is His REVELATION FROM HEAVEN, in 
company with them :* while, as to the OTHER POINT, 

* Wherever the word zapovoia (coming) occurs it always 
means this. (See 1 Thess. ii. 19; iii. 13; v. 23.) 

Even in 2 Thessalonians ii. 1, it is so, where the fears of the 
Saints as to being invo]ved in the judgments are dispelled; not 

by their being told that they will be taken away before they 
begin, but by hearing that they will accompany the Judge 
When He comes to take vengeance, having been previously 
gathered to Him. It is the same, we believe, as to 1 Corinth- 

lans xv. 13, “AFTERWARD THEY THAT ARE Curist’s aT His 

comInGc.” This does not speak of the saints being actually 

raised, but of their being manifested in resurrection together 
with Christ at His coming, according to Revelation xx. 5, 
“THIS 1S THE FIRST RESURRECTION.” 

Then there is another point. The comine (apovoia) and 

EPIPHANY (imigaveia), though not the same thing, are contem- 

poraneous. The first coming of Christ (save on the mount 

of transfiguration) was without any manifest visible epiphany. 

He came in humiliation, therefore His glory was hidden. His 

second coming will comprehend both; it will be “the epiphany, 
or brightness, of his coming” (rg émipaveig rij¢ mapovoiag abrov).
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namely, the living not preventing the dead, in the same 
verse, this is in no way connected with the PASSING 
AWAY OF THE CHURCH INTO HEAVEN, 
but with the KINGDOM, as we shall see, if we con- 
sider what it was that the Thessalonians had in their 

minds, and had to be instructed about, concerning 
those who were sleeping in Jesus. It was, that con- 
tinuing to sleep, as they feared they would do, till 
the end or last day, they on the one hand, would lose 
the honour and joy of the kingdom ; and on the other, 
that such being the case, the survivors would have 
the advantage of them in proportion to the length of 

Christ’s reign—that they would thus prevent or antici- 
pate them. Hence the apostle does not stop short at 
the RAPTURE, as many suppose him to do, but goes 
on to speak of CHRIST’S REVELATION IN 
GLORY, and of the whole church, and not « part of 
it merely, coming with Him, this being the true answer 
to the fears of these Thessalonians as to those who 
were asleep. Not, observe, that the rapture is over- 
looked, or made otherwise than most important herein. 
On the contrary it is presented as the means by which 
the dead will find their place with the survivors in the 
day that is coming. How is this? it may be asked. 
Simply in this way—Seven years previous to the 
coming of Christ, that is, when the last week of 
Daniel is about to begin, the whole church, the dead 
being raised, the living changed, will be caught 
up to heaven, there to abide till the time shall come 
for Christ to present her to the world'as His bride, 
His companion in glory ; this being the coming of the
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Lord in verse 13, and not the rapture at all, as many 

suppose. We here refer to THE WEEK, because during 

this momentous period, the Lord will be dealing with 
the generation of that day upon earth, with Israel 
especially, till the destined moment for Christ, with 
His whole church, and not a part of it merely, to shine 
forth on the world, made willing at last to receive, 

and be subject to, Him. All this will bein fulfilment 

of Ilis especial word to the saints of Thessalonica, 
afflicted as they were, at the prospect of their losing 
sight of their brethren, and being separated from 
them till the end, or last day, which must have been 
the result of there being no resurrection, no rapture. 
What is here stated may be illustrated by a king 
visiting one of the cities or provinces of his do- 
minions, and his subjects, the nobles especially, going 
forth at the same time to receive him, and return- 

ing with him as part of his retinue on entering the 
place. So the saints will have to ascend, in order to 
descend, when He comes to claim this earth as His 
own, His ransomed possession. Having in verse 14 
spoken of the ultimate thing, we find the apostle 
turning back, and in verses 16, 17, showing what, 

previous thereto, must of necessity happen. Observe, 

THE RESURRECTION MEETS THE WHOLE 
DIFFICULTY ; it marshals them all, as it were, 

both the dead and the living, sets them all in their right . 

place ; they are both by this means brought into 

blessing together, and not, according to the fears of 

the Thessalonians, the living at the beginning, the 

dead at the close, of the day of the Lord.
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Thus the rapture is merely A MEANS TO AN 
END, which being the case, to view it as the promi- 
nent point, which so many are accustomed to do, is 
quite a mistake. Anda mistake also it is to view verse 
15 as part of the parenthesis, wherein the rapture comes 
in. ‘This it certainly is not. This verse decidedly 

refers to the comMING OF THE Lonrp, and not to the 
PREVIOUS ASCENSION OF THE CHURCH, confined as 
this last event is to verses 16, 17, while, we repeat it, 

it, verse 15, in which the living are spoken of as 

not preventing the dead, is in no way connected with 

the saints going to heaven, but with their returning 

from thence, and with their association with Christ 

in His reign. 
Thus then, in reading this passage, we have to guard 

against losing sight of what the Thessalonians were 
thinking and troubled about. We say so, because 
this is the key to the whole: it was the KINGDOM, we 
repeat, not the RAPTURE that they had in their minds. 
How, we ask, could it be otherwise, uninstructed as 
they were, up to this point, as to the taking away of 
the church? In fact they knew nothing abou tit; 

and hence the ordinary conclusion as to their 
apprehension of God’s mind at this point is wholly 
untenable. We, on the other hand, are so familiar 
with it, having learnt it by means of this very passage, 
that we are apt to forget this, and conclude as to them 
what we are by no means entitled todo. We, as it 
were, outstrip the apostle in his argument just at the 
point when he is about to bring out a secret from all 
eternity locked up in God’s mind, even His purpose as
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to the taking away of the church, and speak of it as 
an event of which the Thessalonians were cognizant, 
and concerning which the apostle is here reasoning 
with them, neither of which things is true, as we 
trust we have succeeded in showing. 

Such is our explanation of a passage, the object of 
which was to clear up through the apostle a mistake 
on the part of the Thessalonians as to those who had 
fallenasleep ; but which, strange to say, has, through 
want of due attention thereto, been the ground of 
another mistake very prevalent among Christians 
at present—that in fact of which we have been 
speaking, namely, identifying the rapture of the 
church with the Lord’s coming, two events, which 
however connected, are, as we have endeavoured to 
show, quite distinct from each other. The little 
diagram at the beginning will, we hope, simplify 
what we have said as to this twofold mistake—that on 
the part of the Thessalonians of old, and that on the 
part of Christians in general. 

THE RAPTURE OF THE SAINTS. 

Hark to the trump! behold it breaks 
The sleep of ages now: 

And lo! the light of glory shines 

On many an aching brow. 

Changed in a moment—raised to life, 

The quick, the dead arise, 

Responsive to the angel’s voice, 
That calls us to the skies.
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Ascending through the crowded air 
On eagles’ wings we soar, 

To dwell in the full joy of love, 

And sorrow there no more. 

Undazzled by the glorious light, 
Of that beloved brow, 

We see, without a single cloud, 
We see the Saviour now. 

0 Lord, the bright and blessed hope 

That cheered us through the past, 
Of full eternal rest in thee, 

Is all fulfilled at last. 

The cry of sorrow here is hushed, 

The voice of prayer is o’er; 

‘Tis needless now—for, Lord, we crave 

Thy gracious help no more. 

Praise, endless praise, alone becomes 

This bright and blessed place, 

Where every eye beholds unveiled 
The mysteries of Thy grace. 

Past conflict here, O Lord, ’tis ours, 

Through everlasting days, 
To sing our song of victory here, 

And only live for praise. 

  

THE COMING OF THE LORD. 

"Tis come—the glad millennial hour— 
The Son of David reigns, 

Sing, sing, O earth! for thou art free, 
And Satan is in chains.
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Rejoice, for thou shalt feel no more 
The ruthless tyrant’s rod; 

Nor lose again the gracious smile 
Of thine incarnate God. 

But chiefly thou, O Solyma, 

Thou queen of cities, sing: 

With shouts of triumph welcome now 
Thy Morning Star, thy King. 

He, gracious Saviour, faithfal still 
To thee His faithless dove, 

Forgives thee all, and bids thee dwell 
Within His breast of love. 

Nor thee alone—for see, on high, 
His saints triumphant now, 

With all the hosts of seraphim, 
In ceaseless worship bow. 

On Him the happy myriads there, 
Unwearied, love to gaze; 

There He amid His brethren dwells 

The leader of their praise. 

O blessed Lord! we little dreamed 

Of such a morn as this; 

Such rivers of unmingled joy— 
Such full, unbounded bliss. 

And O how sweet the happy thought— 

That all we taste or see, 

We owe it to the dying Lamb— 

We owe it all to Thee! 

Yes, dearest Saviour, one with Thee, 

Sweet source of joy divine: 

In Thee we live, with Thee we reign, 
And we are wholly Thine. 
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