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Chapter 1. 

THE MEANING OF BROTHERLY LOVE. 

There are two closely related Greek words used in the New 
Testament relative to the matters hereinafter to be considered and 
it is important that the significance with which Scripture invests 
these words should be clearly understood. 

First there is the Greek word "philadelphia" as it is used in 
five Scriptures (Rom: 12 :10, 1 1'hess. 4 :9, Heb. 13 :1, 1 Pet. 1 :22 
and 2 Pet. 1 :7). This word is translated in the Authorised Version 
as "brotherly love", "love of the brethren" or "brotherly kind
ness". 1n the Revised Version it is always translated "love of the 
brethren''. The Greek form of the word is the same in each of the 
five places where it is used. 

The other word is "Philadelphia" the name of a place in Asia 
lVlinor to the Church at which place the Lord Himself dictated an 
important letter as recorded in Rev. 3 :7-13. The word is used twice, 
first in Rev. 1 :11 and then again in Rev. 3 :7. This place name word 
has the same derivation as the other word "philadelphia-" used five 
times, the place name having been derived from the name of a 
King of Pergamos called "Philadelphos" which is a ·Greek word 
meaning "fond of brethren", "fraternal", "love as brethren''. 

Both of the Greek words used in Scripture, the word translated 
'' brotherly love:' and the place name ''Philadelphia'' are words 
derived directly from the parent word ·' Philadelphos'' and there 
is a deep significance in this co-relationship. ,¥hen it is considered 
that the place name is used in a strictly prophetic passage of 
s·cripture its meaning must be understood by' reference elsewhere 
in Scripture to thoughts and significances given in the hidden form 
of other expressions of similar import. Prophecy hides its meaning 
to a degree always, but the meaning here has been hidden only very 
-sHghtly, and as the time of :fulfilment has come we can be very sure
of the meaning of the Prophecy. It is the purpo.se of the Chapters
that follow to seek to review current Church forms and activities in
the light of the revealings of this and related Prophecies. First
however, the meaning of "brotherly love" should be clearly
understood.

Scriptural Brotherly Love. 

It will be seen that the passages in which the expression 
"brotherly love" is found are a 11 five of them passages relating to 
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the calling and character of practical Christian living. The first 
reference is set in Roma-ns, Chapter 12 in the section which flows 
from Paul's beseeching that ''ye present your bodies a living sacri
fice, holy, acceptable unto Goel". The last reference in 2 Peter 1 is 
in a section which commences '' According as His divine power hath 
given 11'11to us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of Him that hath called us to glory and virtue". 
(Verse 3). 

'11he passage in Peter proceeds and this line of tearhing is 
de;veloped in verse 4 ""Thereby are given unto us exceeding great 
and precious promises : that by these ye might ·be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust". 

Peter then proceeds to give the progressive steps by which the 
p1·omises of Godly living may be realized in practical experience, 
here and now. Peter proceeds and says (R.V.) "Yea, and for this 
very cause, adding on your part, all -diligence, in your faith supply 
virtne (courage) and in your virtue knowledge; and in your know
ledge self-control; and in yonr self-control pn,tience; and in your 
patience godliness; and in y'our godliness love of the brethren; and 
in your love of the brethren lov·e. For if these things are yours and 
abound they make you to be not idle nor unfruitful unto the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ". (2 Peter 1 :5-8). 

The order of advancement in practical holiness is accordingly: 

1. Faith.
2. Courage.
3. Knowledge.
4. Self-control.
5. Patience.
6. Godliness.
7. Brotherly Jove (philadelphia).
8. Love (agapee).

Who then are the people who "have" brotherly love� They are 
those who have graduated to, and are experienced in faith. virtue, 
knowledge, self control, patience and godliness. The brotherly love 
referred to in Scripture is not known or understood or experienced 
by any who have not also won through to godliness. Those who have 
"brotherly love" qualify to have "love." Love does not exist apart 
from all the other qualities that compose it, for love is the sum and 
expression of all the graces. 

Today we have a misconception of love which is the very 
essence of the end-age apostasy which the Lord finds nauseating. 
This is the subject of a later Chapter hereof headed "The Apostasy 
of Laodicea". Briefly sentimentality is mistaken for love and 
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that is spoken of as love which is not love, and that which is in 
reality "brotherly love" or "love" is not se�n as such. It is im
possible for one weak in the faith, with a spineless development of 
moral courage, not valuing a knowledge of the W or,d of God, feeding 
his :fleshly appe,tite, impatient ·of rebuke, perhaps having a form of 
godliness but living without it-to .appreciate in any way the pur
pose and acting of true Bible brotherly love. 

On the contrary, brotherly love is something which involves an 
absorbing into the life of faith, faith and courage, faith and courage 
and knowledge, fait� and courage and knowle:lge and temperance, 
faith and courage and knowledge and temperance and patience, 
faith and courage and knowledge and temperance and patie'Ilce and 
godliness. 

The point is this, that the brotherly love of a brother who has 
not developed all these from faith to, godliness is not the brotherly 
love of Scripture. 

There is such a thing as a brotherhood of crime, and criminals 
can have their own form of brothedy love between themselves. But 
that is not the sort of' broth�rly love we are interested in. 

No doubt there could be a brotherhood of drunken sots all in 
happy fellowship together around a keg of beer. They might tell 
dirty stories and swear and curse together and in the doing of all 
thjg have a brotherly love for one anothe'r. But clearly that is not 
the brotherly love of Scripture. 

Scripture is its own interpreter and it is careful to define its 
expressions in the way it is intended they should be understood. 
'l'he brotherly love of s·cripture is a special, restricted form of 
brotherly love. It is the brotherly love of brothers who are men of 
faith, courage, knowledge, temperance, patience and godliness. 

The other passages where the expression is used give examples 
of the working of the form of brotherly love that is referred to. 
in 1 1'hess. 4 :9 brotherly' love is declared to be God-taught. It is 
not any ordinary human brotherly love. '' As touching brotherly 
love ye need not that I write tmto you, for ye yourselves are taught 
of God to Iove one another.'' 

Then notice the setting· in Hebrews: "Let us have grace whereby 
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For 
our God is a consuming.fire." (Heb. 12:28-29). 'l'he next wqrds are 
"Let brotherly love continue". 

In each place where the exprc.ssion is used therQ is a sanctifying 
accompaniment which orders the shoes from the feet, for this is 
Holy Ground. 

In Peter's first epistle the setting of tho word is thus : '' Seeing 
ye have purified ynm· Rouls in your obedience to the truth unto 
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unfeigned love of the brethren (brotherly love), love one another 
frcmi a clean heart, fervently." (R.V. 1 Peter 1 :22 marg.). The order 
lS:-

1. Obedience to the tn1th.

2. Has purified the souls.

3. Producing ''unfeigned'' brotherly love.

4. So now with this pure heart, proceed and love one another
fervently.

A commcm idea of brotherly love, among Christians today is 
that it is that which is elementary in Christian fellowship and is 
demonstrated in genial hand-shaking and as in happy tea-drinking 
occasions a:nd the like, and that it is sometimes a means of providing 
an ''atmosphere'' to introduce a little truth, provided of course that 
this can be done without causing offence to anyone! Scripture how
ever sets obedience to the truth first, with brotherly love resulting 
therefrom. 

Scriptural brotherly love is holy. It is a loyalty first to God, 
which works -0ut to brethren to help them to faith and godliness. 
All love is conditioned by respect and deference of some order, but 
the order here is not a first respect to the brethren as such, but it 
is a first respect to God and to His Word, His commandments and 
His interests and it reacts among brethren to express itself only in 
relation to these things and with these things in their right 
perspective. 

It is a l-0ve which honours and rejoices with those who do the 
commandments of God, and which sorrows and grieves for brethren 
who do not attend to the directions of the Word of the Lord. It 
has close fellowship with the former, but it cannot identify itself 
with the latter, except to plead with it, deplore it, and rebuke it. 

Accordingly the brotherhood of the operation of brotherly love 
in the prophetic and spiritual sense, is a holy brotherhood, godliness 
having a brothe.rhood with godliness. 

The tragedy of today is that too often, worldly and carnal and 
spiritually-proud Christians, who in their own brotherhoods are 
almost invariably tolerant and ''fraternal'' with doctrinally factious 
persons will quickly band together against any brother who will 
not approve their worldliness or error. They will repudiate true 
brotherly love when it is shown to them, and in return give the 
opposite. The Lord Himself in the days of His earthly ministry 
experienced this from the religious leaders of His -day, and they 
finally crucified the King of Love. As in Jewry, so now there can be 
a brotherhood among Modern Church leaders who are members 
together of a Christian committee or Board or Council who will be 

6 



loyal to one another, ev�n though they know they are acting con
trary to Scripture and righteousness-Modern Pharisees. There are 
many' many brotherhoods among Christian people, some better, some 
worse. Scriptural brotherly love, philadelphia, is distinguishable 
from all such unworthy human forms of brotherliness. 

Vv e accordingly understand from Scripture that brotherly love 
when ref erred to in the Holy Writings means a love which goes out 
from a godly brother towards , his fellows, acting and re-acting 
among them in the fear of God, to the e'lld that God Himself should 
be honoured, His truth sustained, His purposes furthered, and His 
commandments carefully kept. 

The Scriptural meaning of brotherly love has been set out above 
sufficiently to reveal, illustrate and declare it. The Chapters that 
follow will deal with the prophetic form of Philadelphia as it oper
ates today and the spiritual forces that bear up.on it. To understand 
the prophetic portents of the times it is necessary to have a suffici
ent appreciation of the first three Chapters of the Book of The 
Revelation. The next two Chapters of this study are accordingly 
devoted to exposition of this section of Revelation. The particular 
application of the prophecies to Philadelphia and the Church t9day 
in all its phases, is then developed based on this exegesis. 
The Meaning of Love. 

One final matter calls for comment in this opening. That is 
the meaning of love. Love is not generally understood today, any 
more than true Scriptural brotherly love is understood. 

The Greek word used in Peter's addition sum, as the final goal 
of holy living is "agapee." Now the first use of this word in 
Scripture is in Matthew 24 :12 and strangely enough it is in the 
Lord's prophetic passage where He looks forward to this our day 
and in which He says "The Love of many shall wax cold". 

The last use of this word in Scripture is also by the Lord Him
self in our prophetic passage in Revelation 2 :19. He says "I know 
thy works and love.''

John uses this word in his epistles and declares this love 
"bestowed" on the recipients. "Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us that we should be called the sons of 
God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not.'' 
(1 John 3 :1). 

John says later, using the same word "agapee." "This is the 
love of God, that we keep His commandments." (1 John 5 :3). 

The love that loves to keep· God's commandments and to think 
and do righteously, as God does, is a love closely finked with 
"brotherly love" and witli the Philadelphia that has the Lord's 
approving. 
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Agapee is the love of the love chapter 1 Cor. 13. This love is 
greater than the gifts, a:nd it abides for ever. 

'' God is love; aiid 1ie that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, 
and God in him." ( 1 John 4 :16). This is the ultimate in Holiness, 
and this is love, to "dwell in God". 

The result is surely that true love is loyal to God and holy to 
God and that anything that is contrary to His commands or wishes 
or interests, is not this love, no matter how ''kind'' or ''lovely'' it 
may appear to men. 

A love that expresses itself in enthusiastic service for God, but 
is careless about performing these services in the manner God 
directs, and so rU'ns counter to God's commands and purposes is not 
the agapee of Scripture. Scripture provides a most illuminating 
example of the difference between human enthusiasm and the holy 
love of God. 

In 1 Chronicles 13 we have the account of King David assem
bling all Israel to Kirjath-jearim "to bring up thence the ark of 
God the Lord, that dwelleth between the cherubims, whose name is 
called on it". (Verse 6). 

'' And they carried the ark of God in a new cart, out of the 
house of Abinadab; and Uzza and Ahio drave the cart. A·nd Davitl 
and all Israel played before God with all their might, and with 
singing and with harps, and with psalteries and with timbrels, and 
with cymbals, and with trumpets.'' (Verses 7 and 8). 

That is, there was great National enthusiasm to honour God; 
but what happened 1 The next verses read:-" And when they came 
unto the threshing floor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold 
the ark; for the oxen stumbled. And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Uzza, and he smote him, because he put his hand to 
the ark; and there he died before God. And David was displeased, 
because the Lord had made a breach upon Uzza." (Verses 9-11). 

Now consider th'l·ee things:-

1. David and the people were enthusiastic, thinking they
were pleasing God.

2. God was angry.
3. David became displeased with Goel

Did God have a right to be angry1 Did David have any right to 
be displeased with God 1 Clearly there was no agapcc in the heart 
of I�ng ])avid. 

God was angry because the al'k that bore His ame, was not 
carried by the Levites in accordance with His commands, but con
trary to His commands was put on a -cart. No "'ondcr the oxen 
"stumbled." God was angey with the whole proreccling·s and when 
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Uzza in an act of "over familiarity" put out his hand and touched 
the ark, the judgment of God fell, Goel 's anger was revealed and 
Uzza died before the Lord. 

The result was first that David was displeased because he 
thought things were going well. Then he was afraid and ''carried'' 
the aTk into the house of Obed-edom. The fact that he had it "car
ried'' shows that he understood the mistake he had made. He was 
displeased with God, because he thought God should not be so 
concerned about "trivialities". 

After several months David's proper repentance took effect 
and the next Chapter tells how the ark was later brought up from 
· Obed-edom 's house in the correct manner as God had directed: and
the record reads '' S'o the priests and the Levites sanctified them
selves to bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel. And the chil
tlren of the Levites bare the ark of God upon their shoulders with
the staves thereon, as Moses commanded according to the word of
the Lqrd". (1 Chron. 15:14-15). Then we read "God helped the
Levites''. Verse 26).

Today, multitudes of Christia:ns are seeking to "bring up the
ark'' in ways of their own which do not please the Lord. They
think that their "new cart" systems are better than God's outdated
prescripts. They fancy they ar'e showing love to God but it is not
scriptural agapee that unites to do a11 Gods Word in the simple
obedience of that.great love ..

Agapee involves a careful exactitude in obedience in the
smallest matters, and so also does philadelphia in its order of work
ing. This principle is implicit in a.11 that follows in this study, and
the lesson of David, and the bringi.ng back of the ark, should be
kept in mind as matters affecting· qur Churches today are considered.

If we have an alternative, and this is a frequent challenge today,
either to follow commandments of the Lord or to p,lease our brethren.
who are bent on anothe; course: \Vhat are we to do 1 Our actions
will reveal the kind of love we have.

Repeat: '' This is the love of God that we keep His command
ments." (1 John 5 :3).
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Chapter 2. 

THE PLACE AND PURPOSE OF THE BOOK 

OF THE REVELATION. 

I. In Relation to the Rest of Scripture.

The Revelation was the last book of the Bible to be written and 
it holds the position of the last book in the New Testament. It is 
obviously in its proper place in the Canon of Scripture for it deals 
with future events, unfolds the matters p,reviously hidden and 
contains Christ's final messages to the churches and to the world of 
men. 

It has importance as the final message of the Written Word 
and also as the only Book of the "\\Tritten "\V.ord containing passages 
dictated. or edited by Christ the Living vVord Himself. 

As the last hook it compares readily with the first book
Genesis. If Genesis contains the seed-plot of the Bible, then Reve
lation has the harvest. All the problems of life opened first to divine 
scrutiny in Genesis find their answer and solution in the Book of the 
Revelation. The creation of Genesis is balanced at the end of 
Revelation with the unfolding of the new heavens and. the new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. In Genesis the First Adam 
falls

i 
in Revelation the Second Adam-Christ the Lord reigns as 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords. In Genesis men are banished from 
Paradise-in Revelation Paradise is regained. Satan as the serpent 
appears in Genesis and Revelation is careful to record his final 
punishment and doom. 

There are groups of sevens in Genesis-the seven days of 
Creation-the seven gre�t characters of Genesis and now in Reve
lation there are many groups o.f sevens-seven Churches-seven seals 
-seven trumpets-seven vials. Such marks of the divine stamped
on the first and the Jast books seal the Book of Books as a whole
for what jt is indeed the very Living "\V'ord of the Living God.

II. In Relation to God's Plan of the Ages.

The book was written about the year 96 A.D. at the end of the
Apostolic period by the last surviving Apostle-John the Beloved. 
It deals with events from 96 A.D. to the Eternal State, including 
'3/'hat we now know to involve about 3000 years of human life on the 
earth. 

The death of Christ is the great dividing factor between the 
earlier ages and the ages that fol1ow. The Old Testament looked in 
anticipation to Christ and His Redemption. The New Testament is 
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written in the light of the birth, death and resul'rection of Christ, 
and the Revelation is written from this standpoint. 

Three things cha i-acterize the special age which immediately 
follows the death and resurrection of the Lord-that is the age of 
the Church, which continues from Pentecost to the Rapture. This 
age differs from the one that follows it in three matters:-

1. The Church is fully in view in all God's pr<Ynouncements
relating to the earth in this period. In the Old Testament
the Church is not in view at all. But this ''mystery'' is
revealed in the New Testament and the Church as the Body
and Bride of Christ is in view wherever Christ is central. But
after the Rapture, the earth is viewed in a different per
spective, without the Church.

2. During this period the Holy Spirit indwel1s al1 believers in
a unique way. This was not the case in Old 'restament days,
and after the Rapture "The Restrainer" as He is referred to
then, is again seen in a different manner of acting.

3. During this period the Church is the only vehicle for God's
witness to the world. The Jew was in this position formerly
and after the Rapture the Jew is again brought into special
view in the prophetic Word.

With relati<Yn to these matters the book of The Revelation is 
concerned both with events affecting the age of the Church up to the 
Rapture and also with events affecting the earth and heaven, after 
the Rapture. 

The Rapture then marks the main ,division of the Boole Chap
ters 1 to 3 deal almost exclusively with the age of the Church up to 
the Rapture and Chapters 4 to 22 deal with events following the 
Rapture. 

III. In Relation to the Lord Himself.

The same Apostle who wrote The Revelation also wrote the
fourth Gospel. But there is a marked difference between the re
vealing of the Lord in the Gos1)el and in the Revelation. In the 
Gospel we read of the Disciple leaning· on Jesus' breast at the Last 
Supper and there are many incidents that show a close personal 
understanding and a beautiful human relationship. Even after the 
Resurrection the Lord seemed to maintain this manner with the 
Beloved Disciple. 

Now however in Revelation while the same kindness and regard 
for John is shown, the T;ord appears in glorious array and John falls 
at His feet as dead. 

A dazzling description of the Lord is given in Chapter I as He 
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reviews the present Church age and ag·ain in Chapter 19 as He comes 
to set up the Millennial Kingdom . 

. .J uwherc else in the New 'I1estame-nt is the Lord revealed in this 
way, and this l'evealing of the Lord's Majesty is the special mark 
and sign of this last and most wondrous of the Books of the Bible. 
The fil·st words of the book declare that it is '"l1he Revelation of 
Jesus Christ". 

IV. In Relation to the Student of the Word.

There is a special blessing promised to those that read and heed
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are Written 
therein. 

']'his is because these are the things that now concern our Lord 
and if we concern ourselves with what concerns Him, it must result 
in blessing. In this book Christ is pre-eminent in evt:.'.ry sphere and 
if we regard the whole correctly, the result will be that Christ will 
be pre-eminent in us also-to His glory and our blessing. 

Further, the study of The Revelation to he satisfactory and 
satisfying requires a full appreciation of the Word of God as a 
whole. According·ly as we study Revelation we are thrown into a 
general review and study of both the Old and New Testaments. We 
find scripture answering to scripture, and the deep thing·s and the 
hidden things being revealed, and doctrine fully developed and the 
purposes of God unfolded and brought to consummation. This intens
ive delighting in the glories of the "V\7 ord can only bring blessing to 
those that give themselves to it. 

V. In Relation to Time.

We arc told clearly that this is a book of prophecy. It relates
to the future as from the time of its writing in 96 A.D. 

Verse 3 of Chapter 1 say� plainly "The time is at hand". The 
prophecies commence close to 96 A.D. 

Exposition of Revelation Chapter 1 . 

. The first word announces that this Book is a "Revelation." 
It is not a veiling of truth but the opposite. It is to be a revealing or 
an unveiling or explaining so that we may understand it. 

What is to be revealed 1 The verse answers. It is the revelation 
"to show"-'' things which must shortly come to pass,'' and it is 
added in verse 3 "for the time is at hand". 

N:ow the announcement js that there is to be a revealing and 
explaining. Let us then take heart at the outset, for the Word 
declares that we are to have these matters revealed to us and when 
Go<l says this He is not mocking. The Devil has spread it around 

12 



that Revelation is a dark and difficult and unprofitable Book. This 
is his lie. The Word of God encourages us to proceed for there is 
to be a revealing of things to come. More than this Verse 3 proclaims 
a blessing for those who :-

1. Read

2. Hear (pay attention) to the words of this prophecy.

3. Keep those things that are written.

That is, the blessing is not for casual dealers in the things of 
this book, but for the persons who will read, hear and keep. The 
inference is that application to the message of the text is necessary, 
and it is the experience of spiritual men that the blessing is rich and 
deep for those who will accept the challenge of the book and apply 
themselves to spiritually absorb its teaching. 

The book is clearly a prophetic book, dealing with the future 
purposes ot God and in method and system is akin to other purely 
prophetic books of the Bible. It will be found that many of the 
"things to come" spoken of in Revelation are also spoken of by Old 
Testament prophets or are referred to in other portions of the Word. 
It is accordingly necessary to compare Scripture with Scripture and 
to -disting1.1ish between what is factual or literal and what is given 
in the symbolic language of prophecy. 

The Revelation is of Jesus Christ, given by God the Father. So 
that the authority for what we are given could not be higher. 

The Revelation is a revealing to His servants (Verse 1). If you 
are a servant of His, this Revelation in intended to be sho"vn to you:

Angels were used t-0 convey the message to John, and we have 
many references to Angels throughout the book whose mission was 
just to bring the message clearly to John. 

John is the person charged with recording what he saw and 
what he was told for the benefit of God's servants. 

Daniel's prophecy agrees in great detail with the Revelation 
and it is note-worthy that both Daniel and John are described as 
specially beloved of God. The Angel says to Daniel '' 0 Man greatly 
beloved" and John is presented as the Apostle "whom Jesus loved". 
God grant as we study the matters that Daniel and John were con
cerned with, that we may learn the secret of their lives and in our 
measure learn the love of Goel as well as to "understand the 
prophecy''. 

John's part is described in Verse 2 :-

1. He bore record of the word of God.

This statement implies that what is recorded is a fulfilment
of other prophecies, and that these other prophecies, and
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what is now recorded is verily and truly The Word or 
expressed intention and revealing of the mind of God. 

2. He bore record of the Testimony of Jesus Christ.
The ·written word is closely associated with The Living
Word, and it is given in Rev. 19 :10 that "The testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy". To John, Christ is central
and the purpose of this record is that we may correctly
evaluate and appreciate the Lord Jesus and speak to others
rightly and properly of Him.

3. He bore record of all things that he saw.
Beyond the main considerations in John's mind, 1 and 2
above, John was simply a humble and truthful recorder of
what was reveale<l to him.

John's Commission. 

Over 20 years before John received the visions of Revelation, 
Jerusalem had been sacked by the Romans a.nd as the Lord had 
prophesied, not one stone of the Temple was left upon a·q.other. This 
event represented the end of things Jewish in the programme of God 
for many centtll'ies. It also had the effect of scattering the Christians 
far from Palestine mid so we find John in the area of Asia :Minor. 

He tells us in Verse 9 that he was a prisoner held in ward 
"for the Word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus". His prison 
or place of confinement was on the Island of Patmos in the Agean 
Sea off the coast of Asia Minor, adjacent to the area of the seven 
churches referred to in the first three Chapters of the book. 

Here, on a Lord's Day, when '' in the spirit'', the �ord .T esus 
Christ appeared to him and John was instructed:-

1. What thou seest write in a book (Verse 11).
2. Send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia (Verse

il).
3. (Verse 19) Write the things:-

( a) Which thou hast seen
(the matters recorded in Chapter 1.)

( b) And the things ;which are
(the matters relating to the seven existing churches
as recorded in Chapters 2 and 3)

( c) And the things which shall be hereafter
(the matters recorded in Chapters 4 to 22).

In execution of this charge in Verse 4 John addresses a formal 
letter to the seven churches of Asia-a covering letter under which 
he enclosed the whole text of the prophecies. In this short epistle 
,John bestows the Christian benediction of grace and peace which he 
gives wJth the authority of High Heaven but' in a manner to be 
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expected in a prophetic setting, for John sends this blessing as from : 

1. Him ,which is, and which was and which is to come.
This is surely the great "I Am" of the burning btish which
burned and was not consumed.
The .Ancient of Dlays.
But the I Am is seen in John's expression not only as the
·ever present I am br1-t which was and which is to come.

2. And from the Seven Spirits which are b�fore His Throne
John writes with his vision in view and remembers the seven
lamps or fire burning before the throne which are the seven
spirits of God (Rev. 4 :5).
This is expounded by reference to Isaiah 11 :2, and we have
the central lamp as the Spirit Qf the Lord Jehovah sup
ported by three groups of flame on each side.
''And the Spirit of the Lord Jehovah shall rest upon Him;

The Spirit of Wisdom and Understanding. 
The Spirit of CoU!Ilsel and Might. 
The Spirit of Knowledge and of the Fear of the Lord." 

3. And from Jesus Christ.

(a) Who is the Faithful Witness.
The reference is again first to the testimony of Jesus who
in His witnessing is faithful. He is seen later bearing a
name "Faithful and True." And in this character He fulfils
all that the prophets have said of Him.
( b) The First Begotten from the Dead.
The proof of all that is to be revealed of a general resurrec
tion and eternal blessedness is contained in Christ's resur
rection, which proves that He is the Son of God and it is the
earnest of the power which shall accomplish all that is to
be revealed in the prophecy.
( c) And the Prince of the Kings of the Earth.
This prophecy heads to that day when He shall come in
glory as King of King-s and' Lord of Lords to reign on the
earth. This is the s-qbject of Chapter 19.
( d) That loved us and loosed us from our sins in His own

blood.
And in this character He is revealed frequently in this 
book as "the Lamb", uThe Lamb of God", "A Lamb as it 
had been slain''. 
( e) And that hath made us kings and priests unto God and

His Father.
Christ-has doine this for· us and God's people are revealed 
invested in the position of Kings and Priest§ unto God. 

15 



John concludes his covering letter with the return of worship 
to the Lord who loved us, loosed us from our sins and made us Kings 
and Priests-"Unto Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever, 
Amen.'' 

The burden of the prophecy is then set out as follows :-
" Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, 

and they also which pierced him; and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of Him. Even so, Amen.'' 

Let's get the perspective of this book, for here •is the great 
essential statement. The first prophecy is the all essential one. 
It agrees with the focal point of Old Testament prophecies. The 
first words of this prophecy ag-ree with Daniel 7 :13, 14 "I saw in 
the night visions, and behold, one like the Son of man came with the
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days, a,nd they' brought 
Him near before Him. And there was given Him dominion and 
glory and a kingdom, that all people, nations and languages should 
serve Him; His dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall 
not pass away, and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed". 

It is stated in Zechariah 12:10 "They shall look upon me whom 
they have pierced". 

John is careful to say "every eye shall see Him". God will see 
to it that the suffering and reviled Man of Calvary will be seen by 
every eye in His Glory. 

The Lord Himself responds to the statement of this first splendid 
prophecy. He says:-

1. I Am Alpha and Omega.
2. I Am the Beginning and the Ending.
3. I Am He which is, and which was, and which is to come.
4. I Am the Almighty.
In other words, the Lord is fully committed under His own

sacred a,nd Holy Names given above to fulfil this prophecy. 

John's Vision of The Lord. 
'rhe Revelation js first and foremost the Revelation of Jesus 

Christ. So in the first Chapter He is revealed in the charactel' and 
power of His present position as He views the Ch1u·ches. ,\Te see 
Him again in Chapter 19 in slmilar form when He comes to rcig'n 
on the earth. 

If we did not have this revealing in the Revelation ·we eould 
have had wrong ideas about our Lord. He does not appear now as 
He did when He was walking the dusty roads of Palestine with His 
first disciples. He -does not now appear as He did on the Emmaus 
Road. Since His ascending to Glory there has been a mighty change 
and we should be made fully aware of it. That is the purpose of this 
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v1s1on. The Lord who is weig·hing a;ncl evaluating the testimony of 
the Churches is not '' Gentle Jesus me�k and mild'' but He is re-

.. . . .  \, . . 

vealed first by "A Great Voice as·-0f � Trumpet" .. 
The Lord is portrayed �n ·th� following figures :-
1. Like the Son of man):

John had known th·e S6'n of man in the days of his flesh and
he had seen Him suffei• and die. This expression accordingly 
refers to Christ's Humanity and ft is a 1frecious thoi1ght that 
the first thing stated a.bout this. glorious person seen by J oh11 
is that He was like the Son of man. John recognised Him. How
ever note the word "like" which relates. the ,vhole vision more 
to Deity for the Son of man is now seen glorified and in His 
true character as. The. God-Man, The King-Priest, The Alpha 
and Omega, The First and the. �a�t. 
·2. Clothe-d with a garment .down• to the foot.

A person· of high station is so clothed. It befits '' the Apostle
and High Priest-of our profession": Aaron was. so clothed in
his· priestly robe which· was. but, a figure of Christ's heavenly
office.
3. Girt about the_. paps vtith a g·olden. girdle.

The girdle in scripture speaks of a wo1;k or service to
per:f.orm and a golden girdle· speaks of a heavenly and divine 
work. Usually the girdle is about the loins but here· about the 
breasts ( and the word ·use.a ·is· the word used as for a woman's 
breasts)-speaks· of the affection· a-.0:d sympathies being engaged. 
And so as our Lord vie,vs and cons1ders th,e ·work of ·His bride 
the Church, He is girded to direct and help and His' ·affection 
and sympathy are engaged. 
4. His head and His hairs were white like wool ·as white as

snow.
This description agrees with the. term '' Ancient of Days''

given by· Old Testament' Saints who had a similat· vision-. 'l'h·e 
"Head" speaks of authority, and the reference· to whiteness 
speaks ·of il_llmaculate purity and the perfection of Wisdom, 
Knowledge and Omniscience. He is Vlisdom and He is the only 
,v

i

se· God, Our Saviour. 
5. His eyes .were as a flame of fi.r_e.

·The eyes are finely set in the lleacl-:of' the Infinite and they
search out' the .thoughts and intents of the heart and mind of 
man. As He view,s th·e ·Churches He ·sees with a perfect eye and 
perfect understanding into every question and every· p1·oblem. 
Nothing is 'hid froin 'Ilim, a'nd all camoufia•ge and cover is bnrnt 
:up before the piercing glance of the' one who walks among the 
lampstail.ds. 
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6. His feet like unto fine br.ass as if they burned in a furnace.
John first records the ey.es as a flame of fire and then the

feet as if they burned in a furnace. The eyes ,speak of quick 
and certain discernment, the feet of action appropriate to the 
discernment. Brass speaks of judgment, fine brass of heavenly 
and divine judgment, "fine· brass as if burned in a furnace" 
speaks of divine judgment which must follow as of set course 
for the "Zeal of God" is employed. 

7. His Voice as the sound of many waters.
The Rapture of the Church will be accomplished at "the

shout" of Christ for "the Lor-d shall descend from Heaven 
with a shout". 

There is no voice like His voice. It is powerful and com
pelling. The spoken word of Christ is the fulfilment of His 
command and purpose. "My sheep hear my' voice". 

The music of His voice harmonises with all His Name. "'\Vhen 
trave11ing in California some time ago, the writer was inter
ested to hear and watch an organ play which combined the usual 
sound effects with a visual display of hlm.dreds of jets of 
illuminated water which rose and fell to the tune of the music 
in a beautiful display ha.rmonising eye and ear in the subject 
of the music. The sound too of many waters was blended with 
the whole. 

The Lord's voice so blends with all that the Book of 
Revelation records. -Jt is heard as the voice of many waters
as of a multitude of voices-but harmonised to the fulfilment 
of all prophecy. 

8. Out of His mouth went a sharp ;two-edged sword.
This is also seen in the vision of Chapter 19 where the

Lord's Second Advent is portrayed and the same Chapter tells 
that the armies of the ungodly '' were slain with the sword of 
Him that sat upon th€ horse, which sword proceeded out of His 
mouth". 

And in 2 Thess. 2 :8 we read "whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of His month". 

In the Christian armour the Sword of the Spirit is the 
Word of God. (Eph. 6 :17). How much more is the Word of 
God uttered by the Living Word, a sword in His mouth. 

For '' the Word of God is quick and powerful and sharper 
than any two-edged sword piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart". (Heb. 4 :12). 
The worlds were created by the Word of. Ris mouth. "'\Vith the 
"\\T 01·d our Lord defeated Satan when he was tempted. And now 
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in all matters affecting the Churches and the future of thjs 
world-in all the things with which the Book of Revelation 
is concerned our Lord is masterly and has the vVord to accom
plish each task anq. all that would oppose are withered and 
utterly defeated by the Sword in His mouth. 

9. His Countenance was as the sun shineth in His strength.

He is the Sun of Righteousness and is revealed in Revelation
in this character, in fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecies. 

No v.ronder that as He moves among the Churches and His 
saints have fellowship with Him, that the lampstands are 
illuntlnated and give their light. '' Vv e all, with. open face, 
beholding as in a glass, the g·lory of the Lord, are changed into 
the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord.'' 

John records that when he saw this glorious person he fell 
at His feet as -d'ead. But the Lord laid His right hand upon him 
and said "Fear not". Though so glorious and awful, yet He 
still shows his kindness and love to John the beloved and He 
speaks reassuringly. "Fear not, I am the first and the last." 
He had already said "I am Alpha and Ome·ga, the first and the 
last". Now He adds "I am He that liveth and was dead; and 
behold I am alive for evermore. Amen; and have the keys of 
hell and of death". 

In these few words the Lord reveals to John that He is the 
great Lord of Etentlty, but the same Lord that John knew in 
the days of suffering in Jerusalem, who was crucified and who 
rose again from the dead. Moreover the statement that He has 
the keys of hell and death is a simple assurance that the matters 
to be unfol4ed are entirely in the Lord's competence and that 
the forces t�at would oppose are also under His control and in 
His power. 

The Candlesticks. 

"\Vhen John heard the VoiC'e behind him and turned to see the 
Voice that spoke to him he first saw seven golden candlesticks and 
then he saw the Lord in the midst of the seven candlesticks. 

As the candlesticks are revealed first, we must expect this to 
be the first subject for special unfolding and instruction. And so 
it is, for the Lord proceeds to tell John '' The mystery of the seven 
stars which thou sawest in my' right hand and the seven golden 
candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: 
and the seven candlesticks which. thou sawest are the seven 
churches". 
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The letters to the seve'n churches in Chapters 2 and 3 wonder
fully demonstratP. that the seven churches are representative of the 
whole Church of God on earth during the whole . period from 
Pentecost to the Rapture. 

They are ''golden'' candlesticks for the ·Chu.rch is divine. 
The figtll'e of the candlesticks or lampstands is to portray the 

function of the Church in thc:f world-to light the world with the 
heavenly light of· the knowledge of Christ. Christ is the light of 
the world, and in this age that light shi'l1es through His people who 
collectively are called The Chui.·ch. The lampstand is supplied and 
filled with oil as its source of energy and light, speaking here of the 
Holy Spirit who in a special, way indwells and energises and 
illumines each membe'i· of the Church. 

And the Lord moves among the lampstands. He -is seen in 
relation to the ch'qrches. He reviews their testimony, their effective
ness, and He gives pr�ise and censure as He· considers each section 
or' the Church. 

In His right hand are seven stars which are the seven angels 
of the seven chm·ches. '.!'his mysti�al express.i.on appears to refer 
to the heavenly side of the testimony of the churches, as the lamp-

, . . 

stands refer to the· testimony on earth. He holds the stars in His 
right hand so that the eternal or heavenly testimony' is safe and sure 
and indeec1 is part of Himself as the Church is in fact, as the true 
Bride of Christ. 

' 

But what ·js .intrinsically or spiritually true of the Church 
Triumphant . (tlie stars) is not necessarily the actual practical 
experience _of the Church Militant (the lampstands) . 

. The Lord accordingly reviews the history or progress of the 
Church through. the period of its earthly life and witness from 
John's day to the Rapture and this is the revealing of Chapters 
2 and 3. 

The letters are written however to then existing churches, and 
the Lord so hid from the early Church the full significance of the 
course of future church history so that each succeeding age might 
live in the ever prese11t expectancy _or_ the Loi.·d's soon retm'11. It is 
only of recent times that the Church has been able to comprehend 
properly a1i.d fully the message import and implication of Revelation 
2 and 3 for it could not be revealed m1til the unfolding history of 
the Church ·declal!ed it. The fact that the history is now so com
pletely revealed'. in .this section of the book shows clearly that the 
fu11 period of the Church- on earth has well nig·h run its course. The 
Church will now ve'ry shortly be called away to be for ever with 
Himself. 
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Chapter 3. 

EXPOSI'i'ION OF THE LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES. 

The Epistles to The Seven Churches. 

This is the section of the Revelation dealing with "the things 
that are" (Rev. 1 :19). John has recorded in Chapter 1 '"rhe things 
which thou hast seen". Now in these two Chapters are set out the 
matters relating to the earthly witness of the Church referred to 
as "the things that are". Later "the things ·which shall be here
after'' are recorded in Chapters 4 to 22 being events which follow 
the Rapture of the Church. 

The seven letters depict different aspects of the Church and 
of the Professing Church as its testimony and history is reviewed 
over the whole period from John's day to the time ·when its witness 
on earth is ended at the glad day when Christ shall call the true 
Church to _Himself in the clouds "to meet the Lord in the air; and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord". (1 Thess. 4:17). 

Each of the seven letters is addressed to ,·, The Angel of the 
church". The Angels which ·are the stars in the right hand of Christ 
as we have seen, speak of the inttinsiic position· of the ChuTch _which 
is safe in the hand of the Lord. T_he letters are accordingly addressed 
to the Angel-to seal the·testimony and the record-but the message 
is to the churches themseE�es, :for each of the letters include the 
words "Re that hath an.,.ear let him hear what the-Spirit saith unto 
the Churches". Each letter also commences with the statement '.'l 
know thy works". 

'l'here is a promise to the overcomers in each church. Each 
church is given some characteristic revelation of_ the Lord Himself 
which gives a clue to the way the 'chm:ch is viewed. 

The purpose of the letters is twofold, first to reveal the Lord's 
attitude to the churches and second to warn and instruct the 
churches and. their members against apostasy and e1-ror and to 
encourage the overcomers. 

As in all the groups of seven in Revelation, the fh·st four are 
of a group and are progressive in point of significance and the last 
three have different characteristics. So the first four cov.er the 
whole period of the Church on earth. 'l'h� last three run parallel 
with the fourth in the last stages of the Ch111·ch 's History: so that 
at the end we have together, each iil its. own disting11ishable form, 
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all the last four churches. The order is :-

1. Ephesus: The Church to 100 A.D. 
2. Smyrna: rrhe Church 100 A.D. to 300 A.D. 
3. Pergamos: The Church 300 A.D. to 600 A.D. 
4. Thyatira: The Church 600 to the Rapture. 
5. Sardis: The Church 1500 to the Rapture. 
6. Philadelphia: The Church 1800 to the Ra:pture. 
7. Laodicea: The Church of The very Last Days. 

The. same period reviewed in these two Chapters in Revelation 
is also covered by the Lord's parables of Matthew 13. It should 
be noted however that Matthew 13 views events in relation to the 
Kingdom and that Rev. 2 and 3 views events in relation to the 
Church. There is a further parallelism between the history of the 
Church as here revealed and the histoty of Israel as revealed in the 
Old Testament. All these things may be set out in table or chart 
form as follows:-

Church Meaning I Period Revealed Parallel Parallel 
Rev. 2-3 of Name Character Parables Periods of 

of Period, Matt, 13 Old Testament 
History 

-

Ephesus Beloved 1st Apostolic Age The Sower Birth of the 
Century Leaving of Nation of 

First Love Israel 

Smyrna Myrrh 2nd & 3rd Period of Wheat and Israel in 
Centuries Fierce Tares Bondage in 

Persecutions Egypt 

Pergamos Thoroughly 300-60'0 Wo•rldly Mustard Israel in the 
Married Compromise Seed Wilderness 

Thyatira Perpetual 600 to The Papacy Leaven Israel and 
Sacrifice Rapture Jezebel 

Esp. 600 in Palestine 
to 1500 

Sardis Renovation 1500 to The Treasure Israel in 
Rapture Reformation Hidden Captivity 
Esp. 1500 and Reformed 
-1800 Churches 

Philad- Brotherly 1800 to The Church Pearl of The Remnant 

elphia. Love Rapture true to the Great back in 
Name and Price Palestine 
Word of the 
Lord 

Laodicea. The The Lukewarm The Net The Jews as 
People Last Witness at the Time of 
Ruling Days General Christ's 

, Apostasy First Coming 
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The Letter to the Church at Ephesus. 

Of the seven churches Ephesus is the only Church to which we 
have another Epistle in the Canon of Scripture. Paul's Epistle to 
the Church at Ephesus contains ·the most sublime of all truth 
relating to the Church of God. The high and holy calling of the 
Church is fully described and it is shown to be in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus. Ephesus then portrays the Church in its spiritual and 
intrinsic position and what is said in Paul's epistle to Ephesus is true 
of the Church everywhere. 

It is accordingly noteworthy that the Lord's first epistle of 
the seven in Revelation is also to Ephesus, and as Paul's Epistle 
sets out for all churches the true intrinsic position, so the Lord's 
epistle sets out for all churches the way He views the actual and 
practical effect of their corporate life and testimony. If Paul says 
they are in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, the Lord now says they 
have lost their first love, (agapee). This is the position with all the 
churches. 

Ephesus is the Church of the Apostle's own times, and if in 
John's day it had lost its first love, how much more is this true of 
the Church of all succeeding ages! It is also in this regard that the 
Lord reveals Himself to this Church in the character of Him "that 
holdeth the seven stars in His right hand". 

The special characteristics of the Apostolic period are:-
1. The Church withstood evil doctrine and kept itself pure.
2. It had patience, and for Christ's Name sake; had laboured

and not fainted.
3. It hated the deeds of the Nicolaitanes which Christ also

hates.

For these three things the apostolic Church is praised. 

4. It has lost its first love and in this respect it has ''fallen''.
As man ''fell'' in the first trial in innocency in the Garden,
so the Church "fell'' in its first practical test in the first
century of its testing.

5. It is warned to :-
( a) Remember whence it has fallen (from the position of

Ephesians Chapter 1).
(b) To repent.
( c) To do the first works.

6. The promise to oyercomers (that do these things) in
Ephesus is that Christ will give them to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.
Because man ''fell'' he was banned from the tree of life.
But to the overcomers the sentence is reversed and their
place will be at the table of the King in Everlasting Glory.
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The Letter to the Church at Smyrna. 

The Lord bas no censure or .criticism for either the Church at 
Smyrna or the Church at Philadelphia (the Second Church. and the 
Second to· last). 

Smyrna is tlle Church of the most terrible period of persecution 
in all the history of the Church of Goel In the period of 200 years 
from a bout 100 A.D. to about 300 A.D. it passed through ten persec
utions referred to in the Lord's message by the expression '' Ye shall 
have tribulation ten days". 

Church historians have given us the story 0£ these ten waves 
of persecution in very gTeat detail. This 'was Satan's effort to 
destroy the Church, but it could not succeed. He came nearer to 
succeeding ,:vhen m1der the period of the next Church he ceased to 
i·a.ge as a roaring lion and attacked as an angel of light. That Satan 
was the adversary is clear from Verse 10. 

The special characteristics of the Smyrna period are :-
1. T·he Lord reveals Himself as '' the first and the last, which

wa� dead and is alive".
The characteristics of the Lord in which he addresses the
various Churches are all -drawn from the figures of Chapter
1. Here the Lord shows His real and deep feeling for the
persecute'd saints of Smyrna, and He is revealed in the
character most likely to cheer and comfort the sufferers.
He feels their suffering as He did _those of an earlier per
secution which He showed when He said to Saul of Tarsus
"I am Jesus who thou persecutest."

2. This Church has not only tribulation but poverty.
This was the Church of the Catacombs of Rome and the
saints lived in the most appalling conditions of abject
poverty'. But they �rncl love one for another and for their
Lor-d.
The Lord says that though poor they are rich-for there
is much treasure laid up fo1· them in Glory.

3. A Crown of Life is promised to those that are faithful unto
death. Philadelphia is the only other Church promised a
Crown.

4. The Overcomers arc promised that they shall not be hurt
of the second death.

The Letter to the Church at Perg·amos. 
A great change came in the history of the Church a little after 

the year 300 A.D. when the Empe1·or Constantine "became a 
Christian.'' It is doulJt:ful that Constantine really hacl a spiritual 
experieince but :for political reasons he ordered that the Christian 
Religion be adopted as the State Religion of the Roman Empire. The 
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poor persecuted saints who ha-cl been Jiving "underground" now 
found that it was the popular thing to be a Christian. The result was 
that the true Church became mixed with ·hosts of people who gave 
lip service to Christianity but who knew nothing of its power and 
spiritual life. This resulted in a watering down of effective testi
mony, and there was ISOOn a spirit of compromise ·permeating the 
Church. But the professing Church suddenly increased in numbe-r 
c-normously and became as in the parable. in Matthew, like the 
mustard tree. From the smallest of seeds it had grown to be the 
greatest of trees, and' the bfrds (evil birds) had come to nest in 
jts branches. The period. is from Constantine to the rise of the 
Papacy, (300 years). 

The special characteristics of)the Pergamos period are:-
1. The Lord is 1jevealed· in the character of ''He which hath

the sharp sword with two edges''.
2. He say's "Repent or else I will come unto thee quickly,

and will fight aga:inst them with the sword of my mouth".
He judges between the tn1e and the spurious.

3. The evil dorrs are likened to Balaam, the false prophet
who taught Israel to sin and to· commit fornication. for
these evil· doers caused some of God,'s people to become
involved in spiritual wickedness.

4. Another evil was that the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes was
a1lowed. Ephesus had been commended for hating and not
aJlowing this doctrine.
The essence of the meaning of this word is "Lording it
over the people". It is from the same Greek stock word
that we get our English word "Laity" meaning the common
people of the Church as distinct from the ecclesiastical
aristocracy who assume the Lordship over them.
God's system for the Church did not envisage such a
division and H·e "Hates" it. (Verse 6).
It wns nnring this pel'iod that the system fully developed
and· it has continued in Chrfatendom ever since.

5. To overcomers is given:-
( a) Hidden Manna.

To feed on Christ is to eat of the Hidden Mnnna.
Hidden, hecausr He is not known as food nnd susten
ance to the world.

(b) A White Stone.
This is reminiscent of the Jewels the High Priest wore
on his breast. It speaks of open acceptance by our
great High Priest: White, speaking of purity and
Heaven.
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( c) A New Name which no man knoweth saving he that
receiveth it.
rrhis speaks of God's appreciation of the overcomer's
testimony.

The Letter to the Church at Thyatirn. 

The 'l'hyatil'a period represents the period of the Dark Ages 
from the Rise of the Papacy about· 600 A.D. to the time of the 
Reformation at about 1500 A.D. However the condition of Thyatira 
-the Papal System-continues to the end of the age a,nd in the Last
Days is concurrent with the conditions of Sardis, Philadelphia and
Laodicea. '

l

'be fact that there is a change in that the last four
Churches continue to the end, is marked by the change in wording
at the end of the messages. In the fir,gt three, the call to those who
have an ear to hear comes first, and the messages to overcomers
last, but in the last four epistles it is only the overcomers that arc
addressed and the order of these messages is reversed.

In Thyatfra, the evH of Balaam becomes the worse evil of 
Jezebe1. There is no doubt a connection between the two evil 
systems. 

The nature of the evil here is expressed in the words "Thou 
snffercst that woman ,Jezebel, which cal1eth herself a prophetess 
to teach and to seduce my servants to c.ommit fornication and to eat 
things sacrificed unto idols. And I gave he1· space to repe-nt of her 
fornication, and she repented not." 

The "space" referred to here was 900 years in the Dark Ages 
and another 450 years since. 

The Jezebel condition carries over into the Tribulation and 
there she is viewed as the "Mother of Harlots" and as "Babylon the 
Great". "That vVornan" Jezebel is also in view in Rev. 17 where 
the same evH system is pictured as a woman sitting upon a scarlet 
co] oured beast. 

In Revelation 17 the evH system which is the Papacy is ripe for 
judgment, and in the letter to Thyatira the Lord reveals Himself 
by 'the character of "The Son of God who hath his eyes like unto a 
flame of fire and his feet are like fine brass". The eyes speak of 
piercing discernment an<l the feet like fine brass speak of the Judg
ment that must come. 

The special characteristics of the Thyatira period are:-

1. Jezebel seduces God's servants to commit spiritual fornica
tion-that is to prostitute holy things to worldly purposes
and to idolatry.

2. She is warned that she will come to 'l'ribulation (verse 22)
if she does not repent. In Chapters 17 and 18 we see her
in 1hat Tribulation.
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By contrast, Philadelphia is promised it will be kept out 
of that hour of temptation which shall come on all the 
,vorld. 

3. On those in Thyatira who have not the doctrine of Jezebel
the Lord lays no further burden but directs them to hold
fast "till I come".

4. The prouLise to overcorners is twofold:-

(a) Power over the Nations which will be ruled with a rod
of iron.
That is, the ovcrcomers will share the rule of the
Millennial Kingdom with the Lord and wilt have their
place in the Thrones of Rev. 20 :14.

(b) "And I will give him the Morning Star."
This is a reference to Christ coming at the Rapture.
He comes later at the Advent as the Sun of Righteous
ness. The overcomer of Thyatira will have his place at
the Rapture of the Church and will j.oin the Lord in the
clouds, "caught-up" ever to be with the Lord.

In the parables of Matthew 13 the evil of the Papal system is 
seen as leaven which a "woman" took and hid in three measures of 
meal till the whole was leavened. 

The Letter to the Church at Sardis. 

This is the Church of the Reformation period. It has its special 
period from about 1500 A.D. to 1800 A.D. and ·it continues also to 
the end. At the end, the apostate part of this Church goes into the 
Tribulation and appears then to amalgamate with the Papacy and 
the whole o:f apostate Christendom is together viewed in Chapters 
17 and 18 as the scarlet woman. 

In its early stages it is very distinct from the Papacy. It 
breaks away fr.om Rome under the great spiritual movements of 
Martin Luther, Calvin, Knox and others. Among the Churches estab
lished by' this movement are the Lutheran State Church of Western 
Europe, The State Anglican Church in England, and the State 
Presbyterian Church of · Scotland. The other denominational 
Churches which share the prophetic characteristics of Sardis must 
also be in view. 

The special characteristics of the Sardis period are:-

1. '' Thou hast a name that thou livest and art dead.'' Such
is Pr.otestantism.
In the early stages these Churches took a stand on great
Truths, such as Justification by faith and Election of God.
They established a "name" for divine and heavenly wit
ness. But the Lord views the whole tenor of the life and
witness of the Sardis Church group an<l He finds very little
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real spiritual life and He declares it "Dead". 
2. However, .. "Thou hast· a few names even in Sardis which

ha.Ye not defiled their garments, and they shall walk with
me in �vhite,. for they are worthy".
If the g-reat Ghurch movements are dead, some individuals
within those movements are alive to God and will have
their reward·,

3. The Mess.age to the true children of God in Sardis is "Be
watchful and strengthen the things which remain".
1.'he Reformed Churches rescued a lot of truth from the
oblivion of the Dark Ages. and from the idolatry of the
Pa.pal System, The Reformers did not wrestle the full
truth of God free but there "remained" with them suffici
ent tr11th to enable· them to live to the Glory of God. So the
message is to be· watchful and to strengthen the things
which remain.
Sardis means "Renovation".

4. The meaning of the above is further revealed by the
character -in which the Lord appears to s·ardis as "He that
hath the seven Spirits of God a,nd the seven stars".
This indicates that Sardis was short supplied with what
these things speak of-that is the spiritual influence and
work of The Holy Ghost and a full realization of the
Church's position as being in Heavenly Places in Christ
Jesus (The Stars).

5. · To the overcomer in Sardis is promised:-
( a) He shall be clothed in white raiment. (The righteous
ness of Saints).
(b) His name will not be blotted out of the Book of Life.
( c) The Lord will confess him before God the Father and
before His a:ngeis.

The Letter to the Church· at Philadelphia. 
This is the Church of the great spiritual movements of the last 

200 years, and it contimies to the Rapture. It runs concurrently 
with Protestantism and at the end it has beside it also the last 
Church condition-that of Laodicea, the Luke-warm Cliurch. 

Each of the ·seven Churches successively evolve une out of the 
other.· Sardis js an offshoot from 'l'hyatira, and now Philadelphia 
jg an offshoot from Sardis. Next we find that Laoclicea is an offshoot 
from PhiJadelphia and yet all four continue to the end. 

However, if the aJ)ostate husks of Church Life represented by 
the system of Thyatira, Sardis and Laodicea are found in the Trib
nJa tion nndei· the judgment of God, Philadelphia is not :found there. 
Thfri Church ·in Hs' cnth·ety together with the overcomers in the 
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other three are all caught up to be for ever with the Lord at the 
Rapture. The promise of this to Philadelphia is clear and precise 
"Because thou has kept the word of my .Patience, I also will keep 
thee from the hour of temptation which l:lhall come upon all the 

. 
" ,I 

world to try them that dwell upon the e9-rth ". 
Philadelphia is the Church which develop�d from the great 

spiritual revivals and missionary movements of receni years. As 
will be shown in the next Chapter, a New Form of.Church developed 
from this Spiritual activity. 

The specia 1 · characteristics of the Philadelphia period are :-
1. It is the Church of the ·,iOpen Door".

'' I have set before thee an open door, and no man ean
shut it.''

2. 'l'he Lord Himself has opened this door, or these various
doors of access to Hi& �ervants. This He has done bee.a.use
this Church has His approval in three important matters;-
( a) It has a little strength. (He could ·have wished it had

more strength but still }le does_ not censure it for its
little strength but He commends it that it has some
strength).

(b) It has kept His word. That is, it is loyal and faithful
to the Word of God-The Bible.

( c) It has not denied His Name.
3. The Lord reveals Himself in the character of "He that is

Holy, He that is True, He that hath the key of D�vid, He
that openeth and no man shutteth; and shutteth and no
man openeth".
Christ is Holy and True and this Church is charged to so
reveal Him to the Vlorld. He shows where and how by
directing His servants in the opening and shutting of doors
of entry. The key of Davi.cl is the key to the Kingdom
shortly to be set up on the Earth. He has this key, and He
also has the keys of Hell and of Death. (Rev. 1 :18). To the
One with the key of David the Earth is even now open and
available, and He uses this key to give doors of entry to His
servants of Philadelphia. '

l

'his reference to the key of
David shows that Church truth and Kingdom truth are
closely allied. The Church reig11S with Christ in the Millen
nial Kingdom.

4. The Message to Philadelphia is:
( a) "Behold I come quickly."

'rhis is stated immediately after the promise that this
Church would be kept from the 'rribulation. Accord-
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ingly this is a Church which looks for the Pre
Tribulation Coming of the Lord. 

( b) Hold that fast which thou hast:

i.e.-a little strength.
-My Word.
-My Name.

5. 'l.1he Promise to the overcomer :
(a) T-0 be made a pillar in the temple of my God, "and he

shall go no more out".

(b) "I will write upon him the name of my God, and the
name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem,
which cometh down out of heaven from my God; and
I will write upon him my new name. ''

The Letter to the Church at Laodicea. 

This is the luke-warm Church of the Last Days. It has developed 
out of the Philadelphian Church. 'l1he Laodicean Church is 
''officially'' true to the \V ord of God and to the Name of the Lor<l 
as the Philadelphian Church is, but there is a great difference be
tween the two. 

,Vhereas the Philadelphian Church is warm and devoted and 
wins approval of her Lord, the Laodicean Church is lukewarm and 
proud and the Lord says He will spue it out of His mouth. 

These two Churches have the same heritage of truth and 
spiritual life. Philadelphia maintains and impr:oves her devotion and 
usefulness. Laodicea thinks · herself ''the'' Church, but the Lord 
repudiates this claim. The word Laodicea means '' 'rhe people 
ruling", so that it is a Church which has adopted a democratic 
system of government. 

This Church is especially the Church of the Last Days and it 
gives its character to the Church generally at the end of the Church 
period, just as Ephesus, the first Church of the series, gives its 
character to the Church generally. To Ephe-sus the Lord complains 
"Thou hast lost thy first love". To Lao<licea He says "Thou art 
neither cold nor hot. I would thou wert cold or hot. ' So then 
hecause thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue 
thee out of my mouth". 

This last age of the Laodicean Church is about ns today, and 
will continue until the Lord comes. 

The special characteristics of the Laodicean period are:-
1. There are proud spiritual claims. 'l'he Laodiceans think

and say that they are rich in spiritual wealth and that
they are increased with a.11 the stock-in-trade of the Model
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Church. They are the people, and Truth and Wisdom will 
die with them. They have all the answers and are proud 
of it. They answer to the Pharisees of Christ's day. 

2. There is spiritual dearth despite these claims and although
the Laodiceans do not realize it, the Lord says that they
are:-

( a) Wretched and miserable.

(b) Poor (the opposite to what they think). Smyrna
was poor in this world's goods but really rich. Laodicea
is apparently' rich but really poor, spiritually.

(c) Blind. They think they have the light on matters
spiritual and scriptural but to the Lord's view they
are dark and blind and they do not see or understand
to act in matters of obedience with which the Lord is
most concerned.

( d) Naked. They think they are dressed in ecclesiastical
importance and robes of dignity. But the Lord sees
them as without robes.

3. The Lord is on the outside of the door of this Church. He
stands and knocks.
"\Vithin, the Church says it meets in His name, and claims
His presence, but He is not there. He is outside, knocking.

4. The character in which the Lord reveals Himself to this
Church is '' The Amen, the faithful and true witness, the
beginning of the creation of God''.
He reveals Himself as the One who always stands for the
True and Real in the things of God, and who as the" Amen"
approves and execute-s all the will of God. He is seen as
the Head of the New Creation and must show His dis
approval of all that relates to the things o.E the flesh, and
that is contrary to the mind of God, in the affairs of the
Church.

5. The Message to Laodicea is more to individuals than to the
whole C�urch, for He says" as many as I love I rebuke and
chasten". And "If any man hear my voice and open the
door, I will come into him, and will sup with him, and he
with me".
The Lord's counsel is to buy (not await as a gift) certain
things. These things require going after, to seek and to
purchase-obtain at a cost. The things so to be desired
and acquired are :-

(a) Gold, tried in the fire.
This speaks of divine approval which really makes rich.
The merit to have, is that which God approves not
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that which man approves. To get gold of this sort, a 
true walk with God is ·necessary; 

'I, 

(b) White �iment "that thou- m�yest be clothed, and that
the shame of thy nakedness doth not appear.''
'\Ve are told later in· the Book that white raiment is
the righteousnesses of saints. That is, righteous acts
that God holds to the .credit of the redeemed. They
are the things which are not "burned up" at the
judgment seat· of Christ, and it is given to the Church,
the Bride- of ·Christ to be arrayed in these Righteous
nesses as· for her wedd�g dress at the Marriage Supper
of the.Lamb ·in Heaven .. (Rev, 19 :8).

( c') Eyesalve. :A..rioint -thine eyes with eyesalve that thou 
mayest see. 
Tlie eye here is the· eye of- spiritual vision and the 
Holy Spirit .of God is available as ·eye-salve to cause 
the blind to see. There .-is a sense in which the Holy 
Spirit must be bought. He works at a cost to the flesh, 
to pride a,nd to sin. 

6. The Word to overcomers is a spec.ial word.
There are overcomers- in Laodicea, and the Lord says '' To
him that overcometh- will I gra11t to sit with me in my
throne even as I also overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne" ..

No promise could be more wonderf1.1l or more complete. 



Chapter 4. 

THE MIRACLE OF. PHILADELPHIA. 

In Chapter One, the nature and quality of "philadelphia" or 
'' brotherly love'' has been shown. What then is the Church of 
Philadelphia, which· the Lord reviews under this name in His pro
phetic survey of the c�rnrches? 

,vhich churches today demonstrat·e and reveal the philadelphia 
that is the sum of the graces developed before the Lord of faith, 
courage, knowledge, se�-control, pa:tience and godliness 1 

The exposition of the previous Chapter sets out the teaching of 
the Word of God as it relates to all the Church periods. Special 
interest must, however, centre on the Philadelphlan Church which 
has the Lord's goodwill, which continues to the Rapture, and which 
is saved from the Tribulation. 

Let us conside1· again that there ar-e four distinct Church 
features present at the· Rapture:-

Thyatira
Sardis
Philadelphia-

Laodicea-

Roman Catholicism. 
'l'he Dead Reformed Churches. 
'fhe Church of the Revival and Missionary 

period of recent years. 
'l'he Lukewarm spurious Church of the 

apostasy. 

The ''Reformed'' Churches received uplift and help in the great 
Revival Movements which accompanied the "open door" of Phila
�elphian Missionary and spiritual activity. However, in Church 
form and order these Churches remained the same and they have 
·subsided to their old character ag·ain "that thou hast a name that
-thou livest, and art dead". (Rev. 3 :-1). Sardis is easily recognised
today as such, a119- 'l'hyatira as Roman Catholicism. What then is
the distinctive Church structure and form of Philadelphia 1.

There is only one distinctive and differeont group of Churches
which had its origin in the spiritual upheava1s of the nineteenth
century which has become world-wide in its strength and which is
completely at variance with all other existing forms of Church Order.

There need be no doubt that the so-called ''·Open Brethren 11 

Assemblies which hav_e mushroomed everywhere in every spiritual
area over the last centm:y of Chui'ch history, is the Philadelphia of
Revelation Chapter: 3. },..s has been shown in the introductory
Chapter the word "Philadelphia" means "bfotherly love" which i-s
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consistent with the general recognition of these Assemblies by 
the name given to them by others--"Brethren." They are indeed 
a community of brethren who call each other ''brothers'' and who 
love each other as such. No other group of Churches has ever so 
carefully sought to meet only in the name of the Lord, and despising 
all creeds rely only O'n the Word' of God, the Scriptures of Truth, 
as their g·uide and authority. The Lord says to Philadelphia "Thou 
hast a little strength, and hast kept my word and hast not denied 
my name". (Rev. 3 :8). No matter what may be thought about the 
Assemblies as they have striven over the years, it must be allowed 
that ,vhat the Lord has said of Philadelphia is true of them in a 
unique way. 

The Assemblies, meeting in ho.mes and in Gospel Halls and 
Mission Halls and Centres all over the world, are different in that 
they have no creed, no "Minister", ·no central or local control 
authority. They are not a denomination and are distinct from the 
denominations of the Sardis Group, g·athering and meeting in the 
name of the Lord only, and seeking to carry out all the '\¥ ord of 
God, remembering the Lord's Death each Lord's Day, occupied 
with Gospel preaching a.nd missic,n work of every kind, labouring 
in the light of the imminence otthe Lor-d's coming, and submitting to 
a Scriptural form of Government by God-appointed Elders, not 
known in any other vvi-de-spread group of Churches since the days 
of the Apostles. 

In the same way that Roman Catholicism and the Reformed 
Churches which evolved from the Reformation, are proper distinc
tive subjects for prophecy, so also is a movement which has become 
as important, as sizeable and as distinctive in form and effect as the 
so called ''Brethren'' movement has become. 

Certain groups have gone off from the main stream of the 
Brethren Movement and have lost some of the characteristic qual
ities of the Movement as a who]e. Most of these groups including the 
"Exclusive" Meetings have foundered on the rocks of central 
control of one kind or another. Wherever a ''control'' group seeks 
to ''federate'' or ''direct'' groups of Assemblies, such Assemblies 
immediately lose the distinctive "Philadelphia" character. 

Let us then consider carefully and in detail the distinctive 
features of Philadelphia, which the Lord approves and which He 
refers to when he warns and encourages Philadelphians "Behold 1 
come quickly: hold that fa.st which thou hast, that no man take thy 
crown". (Rev. 3 :1). 

Listed hereunder are seven of the distinctive Doctrines of the 
Assemb1ies. 'l'hese are seven of the pearls the Assemblies have won

_.

and hold as of great price. A careful study of Rev. 3 :7-13 will show 
that these are also the things the Lord approves and values in 
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Philadelphia. 1'he seven selected pearls of doctrine are listed under 
the following heads:-

1. No Creed.
2. A Theocracy.
3. An Autonomy.
4. The System of Government.
5. The Gifts.
6. No Federation.
7. The Name of the Lord.

1. No Creed.

The Assemblies generally have since- their inception held and 
taught that their only creed or statement of doctrine is the whole 
Word of God. They have never subscribed to a short creed or 
statement of doctrine and on vital elementary principle would 
never do so. 

The principles or reasons upon which the Assemblies have held 
the whole Word of God and <lespise a creed, is that the Bible is a 
complete whole. It is "that which is perfect". (1 Cor. 13 :10). One 
part of it cannot be properly or fully' understood without all the 
rest of it. This is why God has pronounced curses on those who take 
from it or add to it. Also "no prophecy of the Scriptures is of any 
private interpretation". (2 Peter 1 :20). To get the true meaning, 
Scripture must be compared with Scripture and any interpretation 
of a passage which does not agree with the clear teaching of Scrip
ture as a whole cannot be a right interpretation. 

The Assem hlies are disting·uished from Churches which have 
ct·eeds. Brethren remember that the early Christian creeds were 
none of them satisfactory as statements of -doctrine, but that histor
ically they were part of the process by which the disciples of the 
2nd to 6th centuries departed from the simple principles of the 
Apostles, and the creeds and the "Nicolaitan" system of "Bishops" 
and "clergy" developed together, eventually bringing the Papacy 
with its "Dogmas:, and "Papnl Ilulh;''. After the Reformation. the 
Reformed Chm·ches still clung to some of the creeds and the denom
inations have each developed their own statements of doctrine such 
as the Thirty' Nine Articles of the Church of England. 

1'he history of creeds is remarkable, and they have always 
accompanied a retrogression of the Church. Also, they never seem 
to do what they are supposed to do-prevent the inroads of wrong 
doctrine. The Apostles' creed was found unsatisfactory to prevent 
error, and the Nicene creed was produced. This in turn was found 
m1satisfactory and the lengthy Athanasian creed was hammered out 
to expand it, This however merely Jed to the Papacy. All the 
"Reformed Churches" have creeds, and which of them can keep 
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error out in Christendom'/ 'l'he creeds are not ''perfect'' like the 
Word of God. History has shown that where there is a creed there is 
error already and a bias to error. The real error is not in the 
creed's deficiencies, but in the device of a creed. 

When the Assemblies commenced 130 yea·rs ago a clear break 
was made with all creeds and one of the things that has characterised 
the Assembly Movement is that no creed is recognised other than the 
whole ,vord of God. If there is any question about doctrine, the 
Assembly, or the brother in it, does not go to a creed, but to the 
'l·l ord of God. 

This principle is absolutely fundamental and of ·the utmost 
importance. The Assemblies stand on the impregnable rock of 
Scripture and do not rely on '' device or creed''. Assembly folk 
love to sing :-

''My faith has found a resting place 
Not in device or creed 
I trust the Ever Living one 
His wounds for me shall plead.'' 

'' All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous
ness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works.'' (2 Tim. 3 :17). 

Brethren accordingly delight in the vVord of God and follow 
the injunction of 2 Tim. 2 :15 '' Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman" (skilled in the Word of God) "who has nothing 
to be ashamed of, rightly dividing the Word of ! Truth". The creed 
of the Assemblies is the Word of Truth, and it must be the Truth, 
the whole Truth and nothing but the Truth. 

2. A Theocracy.
The Assemblies generally see each Assembly as a Theocracy.

That is, it is a living organism or �pidtual society, which has the 
Lord Himself as its source of authority, order, life and power. He 
Himself takes ultimate responsibility, and He is present in every 
Meeting and may be appealed to at any time. The Elders have a 
function, and the Evangelists, Tea�hers and Pastors have a function 
and every brother and sister has his or her part to play, but the 
whole is complete in Him, the Lord, the Head. 

That this is the Lord's own view is implicit in the letters to the 
seven Churches of Revelation Chapters 2 and 3. 

This jg the meaning of the character in which the Lord intro
duces Himself to Philadelphia. He says '' 'l'hese things saith he that 
is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that 
openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth' '. 
(Rev. 3 :7). This is a reference to Isa 22 :22 where it is prophesied 
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'' And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; 
so he shall open and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none 
shall open". 

Th� meaning is that as tlie Lord will personally rule, direct 
and control in Jerusalem in the Millennium ·with the key of David 
on His shoulder, so in Philadelphia He personally will head the 
Order of the Church, authorise and prohibit, empower or stay as 
seems good to Him. The reference to doors opening and shutting is 
not only a reference to oppoi:tunities of service, but it reflects His 
relationship with 'Philadelphia. He is the Head, and the Philadel
phian Churches operate as Spiritual Theocracies. 
3. Autonomy.

. 
. 

The principle of autonomy is closely linked with the concept
of a Theocracy. The use of the word ''Theocracy'' is intended to 
emphasise that the Assembly is God centred and controlled, and 
this requires that it must act autonomously, or of itself, and apart 
from all other steering and control.· 

The Denominations all have contra! control, and in varying 
degrees and ways, each Church in a denomination is answerable to 
a central authority in matters of doctrjne, practices and adminis
tration. 

The third extraordinary characteristic of the Assembly Move
ment of so called "Open Brethren" is that there is no such control 
recognised, other than the autonomous control of the Assembly itself. 
Each Assembly is a local Church answerable to its Lord, being a 
Theocracy, and as such is directed and empowered and endued and 
enriched by Him, but it exists independently of all other control, 
and must be independent of other control. Within itself, its Elders 
are answerable as trustees in certain matters of faith and doctrine 
to the Lord, for. the Assembly as a whole, and as trustees for the 
Assembly in other matters of moneys and material things. But no 
other Assembly or Society or person or persons can have any auth
ority or power in relation to any particular Assembly. Any slightest 
form of control from any other source would blemish the autonomy 
and challenge the Theocracy. 

The Philadclphian Assembly that retains its autonomy is in an 
inviolable position, and the Lord has promised that He will see to it 
that no one shall eontrol but Himself. He has placed an" open door" 
before Philadelphia and He says '' And no man can shut it''. 

If an Assembly surrenders its autonomy and so loses its Phila
delphian character, then those to whom it snITenders, whether a 
Trust Board or a United Oversight or some group of Meetings, such 
a Board, Oversight or Group can and will surely thwart it. 

A truly autonomous Theocracy is impreg11able. 
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4. Assembly Gov_ernment and Order.

A fourth Assembly principle which characterises and dis
tinguishes the Assemblies, is that in an Assembly: the authority 
under God for all decisions and actions of the Assembly is in the 
Blders and not in the members generally. 

This is pursuant to the autonomy of the Assembly, based on its 
acceptance only of the whole Bible as the Living Rule of the Living 
God and pursuant to acceptance by all that the Assembly is in the 
Lord's hand and operates as a Theocracy. As such the Elders are 
responsible to God as shepherds of the Flock of God, and they are 
appointed not by the Flock, but by the Chief Shepherd of the Sheep, 
t]ie Lord Himself. For example "Take heed therefore unto your
selves, and to all the flock over whioh the Holy Ghost hath
made you 9verseers ... " (Acts 20 :28). And "Feed the flock of
God, which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by con
straint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ;
neither as being Lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to
tbe flock, and when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away". (1 Peter 5 :2-4).
The authority of the Lord is thus emphasised and the sub-authority
and responsibility of the Elders.

That the responsibility in an Assembly' rests on the Elders and 
is not shared by younger brethren, is clear from the next verse 
following the last quotation from Peter. "Likewise ye younger, 
submit yourselves unto the Elder." (1 Peter 5 :5). The whole of 
1 Timothy Chapters 3 and 5, parts of Titus, and other Scriptures, 
in detail confirm that authority and order in the Assembly is the 
responsibility of the Elders, who are responsible to God and whom 
the Church must respect and submit to, and love and honour in the 
Lord. 

Now, as apostasy closes in, the Assemblies are being tested 
with democratic proposals, but until recently, Assemblies generally 
have been ruled under God, by Elders. 

Elders do not rule as Kings rule and they' are expressly directed 
not to "Lord" it over the flock of God. That is, they must not 
treat the flock as their possession. It is God's. Nevertheless Elders 
have both a work and an office. A work always involves an office. 
Recognition of a work is always recognition of the worker in his 
work, which of course, is his office, or station or degree of authority 
to continue his work. That the Lord intends the Elders to have 
such recognition of office is clear from many Scriptures. The office 
of an Elder is described in 1 Tim. 3 and for ''office'' the same word 
is used as of the "office" of an apostle when reference is made to 
the office from which Judas fell by transgression. 

The Elders that rule well ( or that administer their office well) 
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are to '' be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who 
labour in the word and teaching". (1 Tim. 5 :17). The word "rule" 
is intended to portray the form of rule a father exercises in his 
family. Indeed this is 0111e of the qualification tests for the recog
nition of an Elder '' One that ruleth well his own house, having his 
children in subjection with all gravity: (For if a man know not 
how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the Church of 
God 1) " ( 1 Tim. 3 :4-5) . 

Elders then ntle to exercise authority for order and to further 
the purpose of the Lord in the Philadelphian Church which delights 
to honour the vV ord of God, and which keeps His commandments. 
The Elders have responsibilities -to be gravely undertaken, the 
Church respects them and the Lord supports them and will reward 
them. 

It is recognised that the Lord has good reason for not bequeath
ing democratic rule to Assemblies, for there would always be a 
simple majority of yo1mger people who could not be expected to 
have the spiritual experience and S"criptural knowledge necessary 
to make important Assembly -decisions. But on the contrary it is 
clear that God intends that only men trained in the school of God, 
equipped and endowed for the responsibilities of Eldership should 
be called and set aside for this work and to take the responsibility 
to make important Assembly decisions. Otherwise, under majority 
rule unscriptural and unspiritual counsels could quickly usurp 
authority to the hurt of the Assembly and to the dishonour of the 
Lord Himself. 

The Assembly Women. 

The importance of the responsibility and general trusteeship 
of Elders is still more clearly' shown when the position of the 
Assembly women is considered. 

Another characteristic feature of the Assembly movement which 
is related to the principle of Theocracy and Elder responsibility is 
that in the functioning of the Church, a difference is recognised 
between the parts to be per.formed by men and women respectively. 
All are equally members of the Body of Christ. and of the local 
Church, anq there is no distinction of superiority or inferiority, 
but of function. It is recognised that (1) Christ is the Head of the 
Church and (2) the man is head of the woman. (Eph. 5 :23). 
Accordingly as between members who all allow headship and leader
ship to Christ, the same principle requires that as between members 
themselves, headship and leadership in the Church, as in marriage 
is exercised by the man only. 'l'he sisters wear a covering of the head 
in meetings to symbolize the attitude of submission to the authority 
of the brethren. Sisters never lead in 'l\'Orship or ministry or teach-
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ing, whe4n men are present, and they have no part in the adminis
tration and g·overnment affairs of an Assembly. A sister could not 
become "an Elder". Accordingly a sister could. take no part in a 
''vote'' on any Assembly question. 

'The AssembJies have always held these views, and as in other 
Churches a]so the sisters have submitted to the headship of the men, 
for Christ's sake, and in willing obedience to Scripture. They' have 
followed the scriptural injm1ction and example of Sarah "For after 
this manner in old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, 
adorned themselves, bein·g in subjection unto their own husbands, 
even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him Lord, whose daughters 
ye are, as long ·as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amaze
ment". (1 Peter 3 :5-6). And "Let your women keep silence in the 
Church, for it is not permitted unto them to speak, - but they are 
commanded to be under obedience as a]so saith the law". (1 Cor. 
14 :34). And "Let the women learn in silence with all subjection. 
But I suffer not a woman to teach nor to usurp authority over the 
man, but to be in silence". (1 Tim. 2 :11-12). 

The women nevertheless play a most important part in Assembly 
life, as they do in home life. The jewel and adorning of the meek 
and quiet spirit is found in many Assembµes to the praise of God 
and is counted by Him "of great price". Women as men, are tested 
only as to whether or not they love and do the commandments of the 
Lor.cl. This is the test of love in which the Lord approves the 
Philadelphian Church. 

5. The Leading and G�fts of the Holy Spirit.

The Assembly, acting as a Theocracy, operating with its Elders 
and members, both brothers and sisters, as aforesaid, is also char
acterised as distinct from the denominations, in that it is divinely 
directed and enabled in that the Holy Spirit of God calls this one 
and that (independently of its Elders or any others) to contribute 
in prayer, ministry, and in other ways, in meetings for worship, 
prayer and other services. The exercise of these functions is some
times referred to as '' the priesthood of all believers'' though that 
expression is also used by others to refer to the right o:f all Christians 
to enter into the Holiest in spirit, to worship God and to pray, 
without the assistanc·e of specially ordained priests. Th·e Assemblies 
accordingly have no Minister or Clergy appointed or recognised to 
order the worship and ministry of the Church. The Elders have a 
responsibility to· "minister", to "teach" and to "feed the flock'\ 
but. they share this work with other brethren who are capable and 
prepared· and· called of the Lord to help. The worship meeting has 
no .human order and is not controlled by any brother (apart from a 
general surveillance by the Elders who always are responsible to see 
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that the meeting fm1ctiO'ns as it should and that nothing disorderly 
occurs, and that error and matters repugnant to the Name of the 
Lord are excluded). While there is no planned order of man, the 
Assembly seeks the leading of the Holy Spirit, and brethren learn 
to detect the theme of the Spirit's leading in each meeting and 
participate and contribute as the Holy Spirit moves and requires. 

In this general sense brethren exercise "functions" which 
involve the Holy Spirit's leadings and enablings, and this is charac
teristic and distinctive of a Theocratic, Autonomous Assembly of 
God. 

It is recognised in such an Assembly that certain brethren have 
,vider or lesser ( (gifts'' as Evangelists, Pastors or Teachers. That 
is, it is found that some brethren have a special efficiency in one 
or more of these forms of public service within the Assembly's 
activities, and as their work is found to be blessed of God, fruitful 
and profitable, it becomes recognised that the Holy Spirit has 
wrought this special enabling, just as ( (Elders" are chosen and 
provided by the Holy S-pirit. That this is scripturally the position 
is clear from Romans 12 and Ephesians 4. 

But on the other hand, the Assemblies do not recognise the 
Gifts of 1 Cor. 12 and 14 as operating today. These are seen by the 
Assemblies as Scripttu'e reveals, as gifts of the Spirit which operated 
in the days of the Apostles before the Scriptures were completed. 
But "When that which is' perfect" was come, then "that which is 
in part' (these gifts) was '(done away". They ceased. There are 
Chapters of the Bible which- speak about these gjfts, but taking the 
whole "\Vord of God, and remembering the rule against ('private 
interpretations'' of Scriptural prophecies, and that every part must 
be related to the whole, it is •seen that these gifts played an historic 
and prophetic part in the early history of the Church, but have no 
present operation or function. To the contrary they have ceased 
by' command of God, upon the giving of the completed Word of God 
to the Church, and God is honour bom1d now, to see to it that these 
gifts should not operate again. 

The Assemblies have always believed accordingly. The Pente
costal Churches on the other hand, and many groups and Churches 
in Christendom with them, today pretend and teach that these early 
special "sign" gifts, such as Tongues, Interpretations of Tongues, 
Healings, Apostles, and Prophccjes, still operate. 1.'he Assemblies 
know that such apparent operation of these things as are seen today, 
are workings of Satan and not of God. The Assemblies see such 
modern manifestations as ''Balaamism" and spiritual evil.* 

• See booklet "The Doctrine of Tongues."

41 



6. No Federation.

The Assemblies also have a distinctive and charactedstic atti
tude to the Church of God as a whole which precludes Denomination
alism. The Assemblies claim not to be a Denomination (as federated 
groups of Churches are referred to) and following the principles of 
Autonomy a.nd Theocracy, each Assembly is an organism apart, and 
as sueh is <.lisassociated from all federal groups and organisations. 
That some call t.hemselves "Baptists" or "Methodists" or "Church 
of England'' or the like, is seen to be unscriptural. In the very first 
scriptural reference to the Church, Christ said '' Thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock will I build my Church, and the gates of Hell shall 
not prevail against it". (Matt. 16 :18). All subsequent Scripture 
confirms that the Church is His and that in His sight it is one Bo<ly, 
of which He is the Head, one perfect bride for Him, and one Build
ing or Temple of which He is the chief corner stone. The Assemblies 
recognise such a Church, only, and all true blood-bought saints are 
seen as part of this glorious whole. In other words, all Christians 
are federated and integTated into a great single unit, but individual 
or local Churches are not federated denominationally. The Church 
of God is not a federation of Churches, but of individuals. Brethren 
recognise no tie that would federate Churches or groups of Churches, 
but they do recognise the existence of the great Church of God of 
which each member of each Assembly is part, itself a great living 
organism and Theocracy, as is also the local Church. 

Where Assemblies federate in any way, they immediately be
come denominational, forfeit their autonomy, dishonour their Lord, 
disobey His. "\Vord, and lose their Philadelphian character. "\Vrite 
"Ichabod" over such federated Assemblies, for the glory has 
departed. 

7. The Name . of the Lord.

With all these things in mind it should also be r�membered that 
the Assemblies make a great and important claim that the local 
Church, when functioning as such, is in fact the "House of God," 
and it is the place "where I record My Name". Bethel, where Jacob 
met the Lord, and saw the ladder up to heaven with angels ascending 
and descending is described by the Patriach thus '' This is ·none 
other but the House of God and this-is the gate of Heaven". He 
said "How dreadful is this p]ace". (Gen. 28 :17). 

When Jacob was dying he blessed his sons, and said of One who 
should become the Lion of the tribe of Judah, "Unto Him shall the 
gathering of the people be". (Gen. 49 :10). 

The Lord promised Israel in Exodus 20 :24 '' In all the places 
where I record My Name, I will come unto thee ancl bless thee". 

Accordingly, the Assemblies gather only and always '' to the 
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N nme of the Lord", and they dare not own any' other Name. "Ye 
shall not do after all the things that we do here this day, every man 
whatsoever is right in his own eyes." "But unto the place which 
the Lord your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put His 
Name there, even unto His Habitation shall ye seek, and thither 
shalt thou come." (Dent. 12 :4, 5 and 8). 

These Scriptures record principles of divine working which 
modern v.rorshippers must follow if they acknowledge that these 
t.hing·s are recorded for the admonition .of those upon whom the ends
of the world are come. (1 Cor. 10 :11).

Now the building of the Gospel Hall is not the place where 
the Lord has placed His Na.me, but it is ""Where two or three are 
gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them". 

Accordingly an Assembly disregards all denominational and 
other names. "The Na.me of the Lord", is the gathering place, the 
source of authority and that which gives character to everything 
relating to a true Bible-folmded Theocratic, Autonomous, properly 
governed, and rightly functio•ning local Church. 

This of course is the significance of the Lord's words to Phila
delphia "Thou hast riot denied my Name". And the Lord also says 
"I have loved thee". Rev. 3 :9 indicates that the Lord has noted 
that there are those who scorn and ridicule the true Philadelphian 
Church, but the Lord says '' Behold I will make them come and 
worship before th.y feet, and to know that I have loved thee". 

'The Name of the Lord is a strong· tower: the righteous n1nneth 
into it, and is safe." (Proverbs 18 :10). The enemy knows that this 
is true and that the Philadelphian Assemblies are safe while they 
hold in the Name of the Lord, their sacred trust. 

· The Philadelphian Assemblies form the last barrier to Satan's
plan to spoil the Church of God before the Rapture. And now Satan 
is trying to infiltrate and to break up the Assemblies which have 
nevertheless stood the test of all his onslaughts until recently. It 
would appear that the Devil's attack is fivefold:-

1. 'l'o break the '
l
'heocra.cy by supplying a Creed in the place

of the immutable Living "\Vord of the Living Goel.

2. To break the Autonomy by setti-ng up Regional "United
Oversights" and Hall 'frnst Societies to federate and
destroy or weaken the God-Headship and God-dependence
of the Assemblies.

3. To bring in majority or democratic rule in the place of the
divine order and to transfer authority to people of his own
urging and subtle beguiling.

4. To provide Satanic� lures and counterfeits of the ''gifts''
to ''deceive'' the very elect.
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5. 1'o draw the Assemblies so ensnared into his ecumenical
toils by which he is negotiating Christendom into the whore
dom o.f Babylon the Great.

In the Book of Esther we have the story of an attempt by 
Haman the kgagite to destroy the Jews, who were precious to God, 
as the Assemblies are today. 

In approaching King· Ahasuerus on behalf of her people, Esther 
"besought him with teal's to put nway the mischief of Haman the 
Aga gite, and his device that he had devised against the Jews' '. 
(Esther 8 :3). 

So may Philadelphia weep before the Great King, the Lord, 
and plead that He may "Put away the mischief" of the devices that 
the arch-enemy', Satan has devised against the Assemblies. 

The Lord's advice to Philadelphia is "Behold I come quickly; 
hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown". Hold 
what ?-The Name, the '\:Vord, and the little true spiritual strength. 
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Chapter 5. 

THE APOSTASY OF LAODICEA. 

It must be remembered again that each Church of the Seven 
develops historically, from the previous Church. As this process has 
been constant in the historical development of all the Churches up 
to and including Philadelphia, it can be expected and assumed that 
Laodicea will develop in the same way-out of the last preceding 
Church-Philadelphia. That �s, Sardis has developed out of Thya
tira., and both thereafter continue. Then Philadelphia develops out 
of Sardis, and all three continue together. So also Laodicea will 
develop· out of Philadelphia and all four, will continue together to 
the Rapture. 

The development -from Thyatira to Sardis to Philadelphia has 
been a Goel-approved development. But the final remove from 
Philadelphia to Laodicea does rrot have the Lord's approval. It is 
a sa.d · retrograde step.

What then is Laodicea? It is clearly a large portion of the 
Philadelphian Church. which departs' from: the P�sential character
istic aild.distinctive features of Philadelphiainism a•nd which assumes 
a·· completely different character, followiµg- ·, false teaching and 
seductive influences. It is Philadelphianism\.go�e wTong. 

The ·very name "Laodicea"· gives the cht�·tn this change. The 
word "Laodicea'·, m'eans lite1:ally "the people ruling". That is,
it is a Church which livirig in a democratic world, a-dopts the world.'s 
current· democr·atic methods and applies ,them to its own order, life 
and g·overnment. Now in ·Philadelphia tht:rc-·:is 110 ·clergy, but there 
is also no democracy. Philadelphia is a Theocracy with God
appointed Elders accepting and effecting· a responsibility to the 
Lord for the human 'administration of the ·Church. ·But in Laodicea 
the decisions are not the decisions of the Elders but of the majority 
of the members of each Church. If an Assembly' elects by a vote 
of members to defeat the purposes of its Elders (if it has any) then 

, tha.t · Assembly is- already Laodicean and has lost its part with 
Philadelphia. In a Philadelphian Theocracy, God rules through 
Elders of His own appointing, but in the Laodicean Apostasy, it 
is "the People Ruling". 

Nevertheless, the -democratic Laodicean Churches "think" that 
they are superior to. old-fashioned non-democratic. Churches. 

The character of Laodicea is that it "says" and believes it is 
something quite dfferent from what it is in actual reality. In par
ticular; it "says" it is rich and increaS'ed with goods when in reality 
it is "wretched and .miserable and poor and blind and naked". And 
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it is the Lord Himself who so adjudicates. Laodicea claims it is rich 
in spirituality and that it has the spiritual "goods". But it is 
deluded and is not rich in true spirituality. It is a Church which 
claims to be the special custodian of that which is spiritual and those 
outside its order are considered "unspiritual ". It boasts of "Spirit
ua.l Gifts". 

But the Lord repudiates. what the Church thinks as spiritual 
and as spiritual goods or gifts, and declares to the contrary' that 
on the spiritual plane, Laodicea is in His estimation '' wretched and 
miserable and poor and blind and naked". 

It is a self-satisfied Church which has "need of nothing". 
The centre of the error of Laodicea concerns its conception of 

love. In Philadelphia God's Word is studied and His command
ments are followed and- God credits this activity as love for it is 
the Church of active brotherly love properly based and rightly 
activated. It is right to credit such ac�ivity as love for to obey is the 
true proof of love. In Laodicea those who occupy themselves with 
doctrine a:nd make a careful effort to keep the exactness of the com
mandments of Scripture, are superciliously despised. Laodicea says 
that Doctrine divides and accordingly it has no confidence in Doc
trine, and it avoids any. teaching that does not please the majority. 
It can take "acceptable" ministry, but it "deplores" people who 
rigidly seek to keep the rule of Scripture and who concern them
selves with "Doctrine'' and "Commandments". Laodicea has 
learned to be large-li�arted and liberal in its views. Its tolerance 
does not however extend to any criticisms of itself. 

Instead of the J?hilad.elphian love which keeps God's Word 
implicitly and without -deviation, in Laodicea there is a sentimental 
idea of love which s'int'p1y involves not offending the majority by 
disagreeing with the majority. Whatever the majority does or 
thinks must be right, and it is "unspiritual" and "not submitting 
to the brethren" and· "not acting graciously" jf a:nyone acts con
trary to the majority. 

This attitude and manner of thinking produces a form of love 
to Goel which is no love. Love that avoids and escapes the command
ments of God is not love, and the overriding characteristic of 
Laodicea is accordingly '' Thou art neither cold nor hot: I would 
thou wert cold or hot. So then becanSt--\ thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spuc thee out of my mouth". (Rev. 
3 :15-16). 

Sentimental love as opposed to commandment-keeping love 
flows throughout the Lodicean Churches. They talk a great deal 
about love, but don't know what true God-fearing love is. They 
will "love" a moral pervert so much that they wo'l1t discipline him 
us Scripture commands. They have far too much "love" to act as 
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required by Titus 3 :10 and Romans 16 :17 to deal with a member 
who holds evil Doctrine. They do not realize that their sentimental 
love which prevents them dealing with the Doctrine of Balaam, will 
bring them to the place where the Lord Himself will fight against 
them with the sword of His mouth. (Rev. 2 :16). 

It is evident that the Laodicean Church is the dupe of the Devil 
for it has been caused to believe a lie and it thinks itself to be what 
it is not. 

The activities of Churches in any field, which are contrary to 
the distinctive character of the true Philadelphian Church, must 
lead to Laodiceanism. These contrary activities may be listed as 
follows, using the reverse of the principles set out earlier under 
Philadelphia. 

1. Adopting a Creed.

2. Submitting to decisions and participating in the activities
of federating bodies such as "United Oversights" and
quarterly or. annual regional Conferences of "Responsible
Brethren.''

3. Surrendering autonomy to some outside group or Trust
Board.

4. Forsaking the divine principle of government by Elders:

5. Allowing women to take an unscriptural part in Assembly
life.

6. Accepting Majority Rule.

7. Allowing persons to remain in the Assembly who believe
and teach false doctrines such as the teaching· that Tongues
and Healing, etc. are for today contrary to Rev. 2 :14 and
Titus 3 :10.

The thin edge of the wedge that starts the split of Laodiceanism 
is the federating of Assemblies. Where there are Regional Confer
ences to discuss the ''business'' and affairs of Assemblies there 
usually develops next a coterie of influential brethren who come to 
represent the '' status quo'' of their region and anything that does 
not have the approval of that group has no place. Anyone who 
would have a part in the order of things in the area must ingratiate 
himself with the Powers that Be, if he fa to be a ''success'' in the 
area of a United Oversight. 

It is at this point that democracy enters for the general Over
sights invariably operate in a democratic manner by majority votes 
on any debated question. 'l'hey have Chairmen who enforce the 
Parliamentary rule-s of debate for their business sessions. It is 
accordingly only a further step to introduce majority rule into the 
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local Assemblies. "\:Vha.t is right for the status quo, must be right 
for the "lesser lights" in the local Chapel. 

Having become democratic, with the people n1Jing, and no 
long·er having the protection of God-appointed Elders, error enters 
and the progress to full Laodiceanism is assured. Laodicea is pre
sented in the prophecy as the last of the Churches and to a degree 
it must give its character to the Church as a whole in the last days 
before the Rapture. It should be expected' that the defection from 
Philadelphia to Laodicea will be a land-slide movement, and that 
Laodicea will" carry the day" numerically and in apparent import
ance, but not in the sight of the Lord. It should be expected accord
ingly that most Assemblies will in the course of time, by federation 
and s·atan 's seductive influences, be lost to Laodiceanism. 

All the Assemblies ·will not go, however, for the true Phila
delphia continues to the end, with Laodicea, and with Sardis and 
with Thyatira. 

Today we are in the period of partition. No Assembly con
sciously wants to choose Laodiceanism. But those Assemblies which 
do not know ,vhere they' are going, and all who do not consciously 
choose to remain true to all the principles of Philadelphia will 
ultimately and without realizing it, become part of the spurious 
Church of the end-age. Assemblies that follow the drift of the times 
are now, or will become Laodicean. 

God is not so niuch concerned with the number of Churches in 
a region or with the number of schools and institutions they have, 
but rather with their devotion to His ,Vord and His Name. 

The character of the Lord in whfoh He introduces Himself to 
"The People Ruling" of Laodicea is "These things saith the Amen, 
the Faithful and True Witness, the beginning of the creation of 
God". (Rev. 3 :14). The reference to "the Amen" is from Isaiah 
65 :16 "He who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in the 
God of Amen" (R.V.) : "And he that sweareth in the earth shall 
swear by the God of Amen" (R.V.). 

This statement in Isaiah follows the pronouncement of Judg
ment on those who ":forsake the Lord, that forget my holy mountain, 
that prepare a table for fortune and that fill up mingled wine unto 
destiny". (R.V.) 

In 2 .Cor. 1 :19 there is the statement ''how many so ever be the 
promises of God in Him is the yea: wherefore also through Him is 
Amen, unto the glory of God through us" (R.V.). 

,V c gather accordingly that the reference in Revelation to 
Ch1ist as the "Amen" involves His purposes of judgment, and as 
the Amen He is committed to fulfil all God's purposes, both of 
promise and judgment. The Faithful and True "\Vitness must deal 
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faithfully and truly '".ith Laodicea whose state calls for judgment. 

Laodicea does not rightly value faithfulness and truth, and 
it will be the work of the Amen to call Laodicea to account for its 
lack of faithfulness and for its unrighteousness. 
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Chapter 6. 

ECUMENICITY. 

A movement of gTeat import today' is that of Ecumenicity. This 
movement does not appear to be reviewed in the messages to the 
seven Churches, although as has been shown, all four of the last 
Churches are seen continuing to the Rapture and all divergent and 
distinctive to that event. 

It is clear from other prophetic passages that after the Rapture, 
when the true children of God are translated from this scene,, that 
the Church of Rome continues to be viewed· prophetically and that 
in the post-Rapture period it quickly gathers all other parts of the 
"professing" Church back into its o,rn fold again, and it is finally 
dealt with and judged in the manner described in Revelation Chapter 
17. 

The fact that we now see the course being prepared for this 
re-union with the Papacy is a sur.e indication that the coming of 
the Lord to the air must be very near. The Lord will come before

this union is complete, and yet it is now imminent, so His coming 
must be close indeed. 

The ecumenical campaign is one of the potent forces at work 
on the spiritual plane, which is tending to deflect the Philadelphian 
Churches to Laodiceanism. 

The teaching of ecumenicity is that all Christians belo'l1g to one 
true Church and that there should accordingly be no divisions of 
the Body of Christ today. Brethren are urged not to worry too 
much about doctrine and distinctions, but just happily mix with 
all, and love all, and unite with all who name the name of Christ
no matter what other considerations may obtain. 

Certain great Interdenominational Movements such as the Billy 
Graham Crusades, Youth for Christ, the undenominational "Faith" 
Missions, the Keswick Movement and the like, all claim the interest 
of the Philadelphian Churches and though not ecumenical in them
selves have an influence to head the Churches toward ecumenicity. 
Workers from bright Chnrches are drawn into these activities and 
often play a leading part in them. The result is, however, that these 
workers tend to become "soft spots" in their loca 1 Churches in the 
stand against ecumenicity. 

It is probably the case that until recently these notable outside 
movements did not adversely affect the local Churches but that on 
the contrary there may have been a good degree of reciprocity of 
influence for good between the local Churches and these Movements. 
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'l1oday however, a sinister element is all too obvious and it is through 
l\fovemeints such as these that Pentecostalism and other errors of 
the age, with ecumenicity, has been entering and turning the 
Churches. 

It is a thousand pities that Movements which once were sound 
and spiritual are often found today a hot-bed of Pentecostal senti
mentality and incipient ecumenicity. 

The Philadelphian Churches are imperilled by these lVIovements 
today and the Scriptural implications of these perils should be care
fully considered. 

l[.irstly there is prophetic typolog·y from the Old 'festament 
which reveals the prophetic present positiQln of the Ecumenical 
Movement. 

In 2 Chronicles 18 :1 the narrative reads ''Now Jehoshaphat had 
1·iches and honour in abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab". 
'l'he Chapter proceeds and tells the sad story of that which followed, 
and then in verse 2 of the next Chapter, the Lord's verdict is given: 
'' Shouldest thou help the m1goc1ly, and love them that hate the Lord 1 
Therefore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord". 

After this, Jehoshaphat did the same thing again, and joined 
with Ahab's son Ahaziah, and the Vv ord goes out from the Lord, 
"Because thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, the Lord hath 
broken thy works''. (2 Chron. 20 :37). 

Now Jehoshaphat was JGng of Judah and reig-ned in Jerusalem 
ov�r a people who wor'shippcd the Lord at the place where He had 
placed His Name. Isn't that the position of the true Philadelphian 
Church that gathers to the Name of the Lord 1 Jehoshaphat is 
Philadelphia in this ecumen.ical prophetic typology. 

A11ab l'epresents moclel'n Sardis. He was IGng· over the King.dom 
of the Ten Tribes of Iseael who had set up altars at Bethel and 
Dan co·ntrnry to the Lord's directions and they worshipped golden 
calves. '

l
'hcy sought to wo!'ship, but they' did not follow the divine 

commandments in what they did, and they did not honour· the Name 
of the Lord in u manner satisfying to the Lord Jehovah. 

But this is not all about A hnb, for it is stated in 1 Kings 16 :31 
"And it came to pnss, as if it had beeu a lig·ht thing for him (Ahab) 
to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. that he took to 
wife J ezcbel, the daughter of Ethbaa1, King of the Zidonians, and 
went and sc1·ved Baal, and wo1·shipped him". 

'l'his Jezebel, Ahab's wife, came unclo1· the judgment of God 
and i11 the end she was thrown down from her hoHsc and eaten of 
clogs. 

But stay, is she dead 1 For in Revelation 2 :20-23 she is spoken 
of ns aUvc in the days of the Church. 
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This sign of "Jezebel" gives the meaning of the whole passage 
about Jehoshaphat beyond any possible doubt. Jezebel is revealed 
as a prophetic picture of the Roman Catholic Church in Revelation 
Chapter 2 and the Lord Himself calls what He there describes, as 
"Jezebel". Thyatira is Jezebel. The Roman Catholic Church of the 
end age, 'l'hy'atira, is Jezebel. Now in the Old Testament story 
Jezebel mar1ies Ahab, and Sardis will some day be married to 

' Thyatira. '11he denominations and Rome will ultimately unite and 
that is the Marriage of Ecumenicity. 

Now ,vlu-tt business has Jehoshaphat to "join affinity" with 
Ahab who has married or is marrying Jezebel 1 And the two peoples 
v.rorship differently as well, it must be remembered.

Such is ecumenicity. If, now the spiritual evil of the age is 
revealed, Philadelphia or a part of it, should join affinity with 
Sardis, which is marrying Thyatira, then Philadelphia is no more 
Philadelphia, but Laodicea, and must expect the judgment of God, 
and its works will be broken. 

'l'he Handmaids of ecumenicity are again, Central l?ederal 
Group-Directorships, democracy, and a newly developed Golden Calf 
"The Costless Cross". 

The Costless Gross of the ecumenicafo;t is a preaching and. atti
tude which pretends to offer Christ without repentance of sin, and 
which vies with the world to provide an "entertainment" which 
is intended to prove that Christ may be "enjoyed" without losing 
too much of the world. So there are ''artists'' and '' Gospel Con
certs" "starring the greatest ... " In other words, Christianity is 
offered as one of the varieties of entertainment programmes available 
in the country today. 

The Cross is a happy, easy Cross, if it is referred to. But there 
is very little dealing with sin, a minimum of contrition and no re
pentance. The order is modern spiritual sentime'lltality, and good 
comradeship. 

To anyone wh,o loves the wonder of the Word and the True 
Gospel, the gospel of modern Laodicean ecumenicity is nauseating. 
Christ will spue it out of His mouth. 

The local leaders of the interdenominational groups who preach 
this Gospel which is not the Gospel and who support the "stars" 
and "teams" and "entertainment" and "rallies' and "sacred con
certs" and "Popular artists", are often younger men who have no 
responsibility in their own local Church. In their own work in the 
rallies and missions they are outside all ordinary Church-unit order 
and responsibility. The tendency then is that they expect to be able 
to act within their own Chl1rch society as they act in their own act
ivities without. They regard their own interdenominational work 
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as the more important work, and as they are the controllers of it, 
they consider they play a more important service in the affairs of 
God than the Elders in their local Church, whom they tend to 
despise. They act among themselves on democratic principles and of 
course they work to introduce the same principles in their local 
Church. They tend to work to undermine the authority of the Elders 
and they are at hand to encourage a change from the Scriptural 
order to democratic majority rule. 

This appears to be the manner in which Jehoshaphat is drawn 
to affinity with Ahab to day. Churches that have such interdenom
inational activity in them and around them, find it difficult to deal 
with Pentecostalism. People who openly practice and teach Tongues 
and Healing move freely in the circles of the interdenominational 
gospellers. "\�There workers from a local Church are co-operating in 
such activities and mixing in these activities with Pentecostals, it is 
inconsistent for the local Church to take a.ction to keep Pentecostals 
out of its own meeting·s and activities. In such a setting it would 
not be considered "loving' to debar people from Church activities, 
especially if they have a place in a "team" and can play a banjo 
or if they can make some such claim to popular acclaim. .And so 
the error of Balaam is introduced. 

If Philadelphia would remain Philadelphia today it has no 
choice but to present a ''shut'' door to modern Balaamised inter
denominational ecumenicity in all its forms. There are doors to 
"shut" in Philadelphia as there are doors to "open". If the door 
is ''open'' as it should be to all commandment keeping, doctrinally 
and moraJly ·sound saints of God, it should also be "shut" to those 
of the contrary part. Such opening and shutting has the seal and 
endorsement a·nd support of the Lord Himself, for it is done in the 
Name of Him "that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth 
and no man openeth ". (Rev. 3 :7). 
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Chapter 7. 

THE DOCTRINE OF BALAAM. 

A study of the prophetic position of the last four Churches 
would not be complete without reference to the Spiritual adultery 
of the last days. 

As the Lord reviews the Chm·ches He deals with what He calls 
"The Doctrine of Balaam", in the letter to the Church at Pergamos. 
,Ve have seen that this doctrine develops into the worse doctrine of 
Jezebel in 'l'hyatira. Both doctrines lead to spiritual fornication, 
and to Thyatira, the Chtu·ch of the final Ecumeinical Apostasy, the 
Lord warns "thou su.fferest that woman Jezebel, which callest 
herself a prophetess to teach and to seduce my servants to commit 
fornication''. 

The implication is that Jezebel of Thyatira seduces God's 
servants of other Churches to commit spiritual depravities, and the 
Lord finally declares "I gave her space to repent of her fornication; 
and she repented not. Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them 
that commit adultery with her into great tribulation: except they 
repent of their works". (Rev. 2:21, 22). 

What then is the teaching of Balaam and Jezebel that leads to 
spiritual wickedness1 The doctrines of Balaam alfid Jezebel repre
sent those forms of teaching which have an action within the Church 
similar to that which Balaam and Jezebel introduced in Israel. 

Balaam was hired by' Balak to work spiritual evil in Israel, 
and Balaamism is within the Church that actiO'n of Satan by which 
he would bring spiritual evil within the Church. 

"\V"hen Balaam, on the ass that spoke to him, was stopped by the 
Angel of the Lord, he saw One who was '' standing in the way, 
with His sword drawn in His hand". It is significant that when the 
Lord writes to Pergamos, the Church charged with the doctrine 
Balaam, He is revealed in the character of '' He that hath the sharp 
sword with tw.o edges". (Rev. 2 :12). Accordingly both in the Old 
Testament and in the New, the Lord appears with the Sword of 
Judgment to deal with Balaamism. He regards Ba1aamism as a 
matter of the gravest consequence. 

Now Balaam was hired to curse the People of God. But God saw 
to it that instead of cursing there was blessing. However, we are 
told in Revelation 2 :14, that Balaam "taught Balak" to do three 
things:-

1. To cast a stumbling block before the Children of Israel.

2. To cause them to eat things sacrificed unto idols.
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3. To cause them to commit fornication.

·Balaamism is a "Doctrine". It is what He "taught" . .lt is a
teaching which had dire and evil results in life and conduct. In 
Israel the result of the teaching was grave indeed, and brought a 
fierce judgment from Jehovah. The historical account of this is 
given in Numbers 25, and in verse 9 we read" and those that died in 
the plague were twenty and four thousand". 

Within the Church of God, Balaamism is teaching of a kind 
which produces similar havoc among Christians. 

The Lord lists three things that "Balaam teaching" does within 
the Church:-

1. It causes God's people to stumble.

2. It. brings to the people of God food for the soul which is
contaminated with evil. God's people are encouraged to eat
as spiritual food that which has been sacrificed or pre
pared or de-dicated for Satan's purposes.

3. It causes God's people to commit a form .of spiritual forn
ication. Members of Christ's Body come into unholy com
munion and association with Powers of Evil.

For instance it is only too obvious that the Modern Tongues 
Movement is a ''teaching'' or ''doctrine'' of Balaam, for it does 
?.11 these things. 

1. It pretends to be something spiritual to snare or "stumble"
God'� people. Many people who are keen to find spiritual
experience have difficulty in disting·uishing between God's
Truth and Satan's lie. Satan has produced his master stum
bling block for the last era of the Cl11U'ch-Tongues and Heal
i•ng, which he sets before people who want spiritual values. He
says '' Get spiritual Gifts-Tongues particularly, and this will
proYe that you have the Holy Spirit".

2. Then to the person who stumbles he offer-s a spiritual fare that
is from below, and he, Satan, rejoices to see God's people eating
Devil's Food. This food takes the form of an "elation" or
experience that satisfies for the moment, but does not "edify".
People who speak in "Tongues" do 11ot know what they are
saying. They have no command over their own minds. Their
fare or spidtual food is just nn "elation" or "ecsta y ''. It is
wen known that people who eat this food enjoy it at the time,
but later they feel "flat'' until they can have it agai·n. Is not
this characteristic of a11 the Devil's offerings to man 1 The thrill
of sin, then flatness afterwar-ds.

3. And the resuJt is spiritnal fornication, for in this elation or
ecstasy Christ's members yield themselves to Satan's use. The
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Tongue (God's possession) becomes the vehicle of Satan, and 
not only the 'rongue, but also the mind and the spirit of man. 

So the Lord says ''Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth". (Rev. 
2 :16). This is the Lord's view of Balaamism. 

It is sometimes alleged that so-called ''spiritual'' people take 
up this thing, and this in turn stumbles others. It would appear 
that what really happens is that sometimes people who have 
experienced the working· of the Holy' Spirit of God in their lives 
and appear to others to be spiritual-become dissatisfied with His 
working in their lives-especially when He deals with them on 
matters of sin and discipleship. What they call a "seeking" for 
greater spirituality stems from a dissatisfaction with the working 
of the Holy Spirit ,vi.thin them. Then they "re-open" their lives 
for "an experience", and another spirit enters, with the true Holy 
Spirit grieved. 

Both Peter and Jude in their epistles refer to this type of false 
doctrine . •  Jude calls it "The error of Balaam" (verse 11). Peter 
refers to people '' Presumptuous are they, seifwilled, they are not 
afraid to speak evil of dig11ities". (2 Pet. 2 :10). "Which haYc for
saken the right wa.y, and are gone astray, following the way of 
Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 
but was rebuked for his iniquity; the dumb ass speaking with man's 
,·oice for bad the madnes.s of the prophet." (2 Pet. 2 :15-16). 

The Lord once gave a "Tongue" to Balaam's ass. Now others 
claim ''Tongues'' and they say' surely God in His sovereignty could 
give Tongues today! But God ·cannot forswear Himself. He has said 
"Tongues shall cease". And now that Tongues have ceased put'Sua.nt 
to His Word, He cannot give '' 'l'ongues'' today. In the same way 
God could not floo<l the world again in Judgment, as the rainbow 
proclaims. 

False doctrine generally is also viewed in Scripture as leaven. 
It is something that works unseen in a group of people as leaven 
works in the meal "until the whole is .leavened". Just leave it to 
work long enough, and that is what happens. Does the Tongues 
doctrine work in this way1 Experience from all over the world 
answers, "Yes, it is a leaven of evil working in the Churcl1 today". 

Paul says in 1 Cor. 5 :6 "Know ye not that a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump 1 '' A few people with this doctrine can 
quickly work mischief in a Church today. 

What Should the Church do about it? 

Wherever the evil of the Modern Tongues :Movement appears 
within the Church, this evil should be exposed as Balaamism, and 
judged accordingly. The Lord warns in Rev. 2 :16 that if a Church 
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does not judge it, then the �ord Hirose� will take action within that 
Church. "Repent", He says, "or else I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will fight against them with the sword o{ my mouth". 

How should the Church judg·e Balaamism? 

Remember that Balaamism is a doctrine. It involves persons 
who believe certnin things. ·'As a man thinketh in his heart, so is 
he.'' If a man believes in a doctrine, good or evil, it will sooner or 
later ·work out in his own life and he will influence others accord-
ingly. 

If a doctrine is to be dealt with in a Cp.urch, it is necessary 
to deal with those that hold it. It is not a question of judging the 
working out of doctrine. It is not the practices but the doctrine itself 
that is in question. If the Doctrine is not held, then no one will be 
worried with the working out of the evil. 

Scripture always deals with such problems at the source. The 
root of the p-ro blem is the doctrine and accordingly the Lord's com
plaint is '' thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam.'' 
He does not complain that the doctrine of Balaam has been allowed 
to work out in evil practices, but simply '' Thou hast there them'' 
that hold it. 

The course of action to be taken against evil doctrine is set 
out quite simply and clearly by the Apostle Paul in Titus 3 :10, 11. 

'' A man that is au heretick after the first and second admonition 
reject; knowing that he that is such is subverted and sinneth, 
being condemned of himself. '' 
'fhe word rl3ndered in the·Authorised Version "Heretiek" does 

not mean one who _is astray on so-called '' essential doctrine'' relating 
to the Deity of Christ, or the truth of the Resurrection and such 
matters. The word in the Greek simply means "a contentious 
person" or "a .factious person". It means one who is peddling a 
doctrine that the Church should not accept. 

The Lord charges the Church at Pergamos with not having 
taken the action required under 'l'itus 3 :10. '' Thou hast there them'' 
-''Thou hast not rejected them.'' 

'l'he order set out in 'l'itus is that the Elders in each Church 
should take aside and question those who have revealed that they 
hold this doctrine. To "hold" the doctrine means that the doctrine 
is steering 01· control1ing in the life and the evidence of the "work
ing" of the doctrine will be obvious. The seriousness of the matter 
should be explained, and the person in error should lovingly be 
constrained to turn from the evil. 

'rhe reason £or two admonitions is obvious. The dictates of love 
require that the first effort must be to save and reclaim the one who 
has strayed. "Brethren if any' of you do err from the Truth, and one 
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convert him; let him know that he which converteth the sinner from 
the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a 
multitude of sins.'' ( J as. 5 :19-20). 

It is left to the discretion of the Church what length of time 
shall elapse between the two admonitions, but the second must follow. 
if the first is not fruitful iu producing a change of heart and mind. 
If, after a further period of loving entreaty, it is found that the 
evil is still ''held'' then Scripture must be followed and the off ender 
rejected from the company and fellowship of 'the Church. 

The principle of truth or light demands finality in the dealing. 
The principle of love calls for longsuffering in the dealing. Only 
the Spirit of God can rightly equate light and love in their proper 
proportions in each case. 

The overall principle that must ultimately prevail is that the 
whole is more important than the part. The course of discipline 
will ultimately reach the stage where the Elders will turn from 
trying to save the wolf, to save the flock he is destroyfog. 

"For I know this, that after my departing, shall grevious 
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own 
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw disciples 
after them. Therefore watch ... '' (Acts 20 :29). '' But shun profane 
and. vain babblings; for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 
And their word will eat as doth a canker" (2 Tim. 2 :16-17). 

It was only when Phinehas took direct action, as recorded in 
Numbers 25 :8 that "the plague was stayed". 

It would appear that Balaamism is permeating· Thyatira, Sardis 
and Laodicea today, as they are being prepared for union, and that 
it will become the common denominator that wiH eventually unite 
them. All the distinctive doctrines of the denominations will be 
-dropped in favour of a common sharing of the counterfeit spiritual 
exercises which are the Satanic devices of the Laodicean age. This 
spiritual activity is evil. It is Hell born and bred, and at all cost 
must be kept out from the Church of brotherly love, from Philadel
phia. Laodicea absorbs it and eventually will be broken with Sardis 
and Thyatira, when the Lord '' comes quickly'', '' to fight against 
them with the sword of His mouth". 

The evil of Balaam is enlarged in Thyatira and is viewed as 
the general spiritual wickedness of Jezebel. Jezebel teaching is "to 
seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacri
ficed unto idols". (Rev. 2:20). This envisages the prostitution of 
holy things to Satan's use. Not only' are counterfeit "g-ifts" pre
sented as the acting of the Holy Spirit, but the Gospel is twisted to 
serve Satan's purposes, the Cross of Christ becomes the costless 
cross of ecumenicity; and love is debased. The ultimate end will be 
that the Man of Sin will be revealed presenting himself as God, as 
he gathers to himself the worship of the whole Apostate Church. 

68 



Chapter 8. 

THE PURIFYING HOPE. 

·'Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be; but we know that, when He shall appear, 
we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. And every man 
that hath this hove in Him purifieth him.self, even as He is pure". 
( 1 John 3 :2-3) . 

In this dark time of eris.is with evils of every kind abounding in 
the world and in the Church, how may a man that hath this hope of 
the Lord's return, purify himself even as He is pure1 

Central to life and holiness is love. John the beloved, gives 
the answer succinctly in 1 John 5 :3 .''For this is the Love of God, 
that we keep His commandments: and His commandments are not 
grievous' '. 

John has practical purity in mind in 1 John 3 because he goes 
on to discuss matters of righteousness and unrighteousness. To keep 
God's commandments (all the directions of His written Word) and 
to DO His commandments, is to be righteous, and this is practical 
purity, and this is also the very Love of God. 

The ld've of the Laodicean Church is insipid, and the exhortation 
of the Lord to those in Laodicea who would tntly purify themselves, 
is to ''buy'' gold, raiment and eyesalYe. That is, at a cost, to find 
out what the Lord''s commandments really are (eye-salve) to do His 
commandments and acquire true righteousness (raiment) and true 
spiritual experience in His sight (gold). 'l'he Lord says "buy" it, 
because to do His commandments in the Laodicean apostasy will 
involve censure, ridicule, and unpopularity in many circumstances. 
It will require courage and fortitude to run contra to the Laodicean 
stream. How many will the Lord find in Laodicea who will do it? 
Commensurate with the difficulties is the reward, for the Lord's 
promise to those who win His approval in Laodicea is that in a 
coming day they shall sit with Him in I-lis throne. 

In the end age the Lord is standing outside knocking, and if 
any man will hear His voice, He will come in to him and sup with 
him, and he with Iiim. His coming to dwell in the life, to sup and 
to commune, will involve rebuke and chastening, and it will be 
necessary to be zealous and repent. But if the Lord acts in this way, 
it is because the person so dealt with is loved of the Lord as he is 
so learning to love the Lord. (Rev. 3 :19). 

rrhe implication of the passage on Laodfoea is that the Church 
itself has lost its usefulness to the Lord, but that even in Laodicea, 
individuals will be spiritually reclaimed to usefulness and will wage 
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a good warfare and ''overcome''. Purifying and overcoming will be· 
possible only by continuing to fight in what is probably the toughest 
spiritual warfare of all the ages. For the war is between Satan and 
God. Satan has wrought the Lao-dicean condition of the Church and 
he. is now involved in his ecumenical programme. Those who resist 
are immediately fig·hting the Satanic hosts. But the overcomers who 
purify themselves in this warfare will be able to say "Blessed be 
the Lord my strength, which teachest my hands to war, and my 
fingers to fight". (Psalm 144 :1). 

The Lord's Directions to Philadelphia. 

How does Philadelphia purify it-self in the hope of the Lord's 
return? Philadelphia has the .promise of the Lord's retur·n ''Behold 
I come quickly.'' It is already complying with the requirements of 
the purifying Love of God-It is found "keeping" or "doing'' His 
Vl ord, honouring His Name, and it has a little strength. 

The Lord's directions are simply' these :-''Hold that fast which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown." (Rev. 3 :11). 

The Lord is saying to th,� Church of Brotherly Love "Now 
Philadelphia, when you see the drift to Laodiceanism, Balaamism, 
Ecumenicity, and the late-stage democratic, sentimental interdenom
inationalism-Hold Fast-Dont go with the tide". 

'' "\Vhen you take a stand and point out the errors of the times, 
they may call you names and say you are ! 'unloving'' ''ungracious'' 
"divisive" or "snbvc-rsive". "\\That then ?-tTust Hold Fast". 

'' When they urge putting the Hall or Church property in some 
federated Trust Ownership-Hold Fast". 

'' When they urge joining or participating in a regional con-
federacy of Assemblies-Hold Fast.' ' 

'' When they urge voting on Assembly issues-Hold Fast.'' 

''When the authority of the Elders is challenged-Hold Fast.'' 

'' "\Vhen participation with interdenominational groups is pro-
posed-Hold Fast.'' 

Hold Fast, because the "\Vorel of God requires a stand to be 
made against such proposals. It is not wrong to Hold Fast, just 
because someone says that that is a ''negative'' attitude. In spiritual 
warfare, as in any warfare, there is the time when it is right tactics 
and strategy, just to stand, with backs to the wall, facing the ever 
increasing onslaught of the enemy, and having done all, to stand fast. 
This stand is the first business of brotherly love today and what a 
comradeship it provides for the forging of brotherly love! 
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As Philadelphian Churches face the challenge of the Laodicean 
errors of the times, a stand is necessary which will show the division 
between truth and error. But mark that the division is the division 
made by the error whicl1 has departed from the Philadelphian truths. 

Philadelphia is still Philadelphia, and it is simply holding 
what it has always held. If it makes a stand for tn1th, it is not 
being schismati�al or divisive, except in the manner that truth and 
right and God are always at enmity with and are divided from error 
and wickedness and S'atan. 

Of course, the Church that will not federate with a group of 
federated Churches is a divisive Church in the eyes of the federated 
group, but that is just Laodicea's way of looking at Philadelphia. 
In each area, those responsible for the Laodicean division are the 
oligarchical coteries who have led their Churches away from the 
principles of Philadelphianism into Laodiceanism and have so left 
them wide open to all the errors of the day. 

For each Church, and for each individual the challenge of the 
day is : '' Do we follow .the popular trends of the day and seek to 
please man; or do we follow the Old Book and seek to please the 
Lord1 

Paul's charge to Timothy is· explicit as from the Lord to every 
true servant of God of our day: "I charge thee therefore before 
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 
dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant 
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long
suffering and doctrine. For the time will oome when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers having itching ears; and they shall turn away 
their cars from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But ,vatch 
thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry". (2 Timothy 4 :1-5). 

The Hope that purifies. 
True, that the spiritual warfare of the end age is drastic; true, 

that there are deadly perils around. But, praise God, true also, 
that it is a God-given privilege to participate in this warfare, as 
servants of Christ in such an hour! 

· If the days are <lark, the prospect is bright, for shortly, the
Day-star sha11 appear, and '' Oh joy, Oh delight'', should we be 
caught up, "When Jesus receives His own". 

'' 0 Blessed Hope, with this elate, 
Let not our hearts be desolate, 
But strong in faith, in patience wait, 
Until He comes." 
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And so let each individual servant of Christ purify himself 
against that blissful "moment" when "jn the twinkling of an eye" 
the Lord Himself shall come. 

And so let Philadelphia cherish and expand its brotherly love 
to all me'l1 as it seeks to show forth whhin itself and to the world 
around, the light of the gospel of the love of Goel 

The Focal Point of Spiritual Conflict. 

There are those ,i',1ho will say, "Never mind all this business 
about doctrine. Let us forget everything like that, and just all 
join together :md win souls''. But i-f some brethren talk like this, 
the Lord speaks differently'. 

Souls will be saved by the grace of God, through the witness 
of the Church, by His Word, energised by the Spirit of God: by fruth 
and with repentance and always only by the Blood of the Cross-
right up to the Coming of Christ. This is still the gospel era or 
dispensation, or time in which God deals with men in grace through 
the proclamation of the gospel. But the Church to which this 
message is committed, also has other commitmeuts. The particular 
significance of the very end of the days of grace called in Scripture 
"the last days" is that there is spiritual warfare in which Satan is 
trying not only to prevent souls being saved, but in which he is 
trying to ruin those who are saved. He sees the bride of Christ being 
prepared for the ghid day ahead and he has set himself to humble 
her. The great issue today' is "Will the Bri-de of Christ be pure and 
Jovely when He comes�" 

Satan has set hls course to ensnare and spoil the Church so 
that Christ wiU find no pleasure in it, at His coming. This is the 
point of ccm:flict. The call today must be to purify, and to strengthen 
the things that remain, and to bold fast the precious pearls of truth 
and sanctity. 

If the Church is found by Chdst, militant, standing fast and 
true to Him and to His Word, at His coming, then it will be the 
Church of His he�rt's affection. For His affections are to do the. 
wiJl of His Father and His prophetic Name in this period is "Faith
ful and True" and "rfhe Wo1·d of God". His affectio'l18 will be 
satisfied only with a Bride of similar character. 

Will the Lord find faithfulness on the earth at His coming? 
Praise God He will find it in varying degrees in individuals in all 
the Churches and in the colkctive group of the Philadelphian 
Churches. His own merit and power will translate and transform 
the Church and it shall be found in the glory without spot 01· w1·inkle 
or any such thing. 

While Christ will work this miracle by His Own power and 
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merit even as it is also true that no saved saint could have any part 
in Christ at all apart from God's sovereign grace and the perfect 
sacrificial and sanctifying work of the Saviour-nevertheless the 
whole teac"J1ing of the Word of God is that the man so saved and 
sanctified, must with divine help, purify himself even as He is pure. 
There is serious eternal loss in not so doing, and the rewards for 
those who do are rich and everlasting. The purifying that produces 
true love honours and satisfies the Lor,d, and surely there is joy 
and satisfaction for the saints whose purifying satisfies Him at His 
coming. 

That this is so is shown in that at· the Marriage of the Lamb 
the Bride, the Church, will wear it� own righteousnesses, the white 
raiment of its own making in the days of its earthly service. This 
will be ''allowed'' to the Bride as a special boon at the marriage 
feast. "And to her it was granted that she should be ar:rayed in 
fine linen, clean and white, for the fine linen is the righteousnesses 
of saints". (Rev. 19 :8). The Revised Version renders this passage 
"It was given unto her that she should array herself in fine linen 
bright and pure, for the fine line•n is the righteous acts of the 
Saints''. 

Here is the challenge of the age, that brothers loving one 
another truly and unfeignedly should purify themselves and en
courage and help one another in commandment-keeping Jove, to be 
found by Him at His coming, still with a little strength, grouped 
around the Standard of His Name, holding fast His vVord. 

Where God's people have learned to dwell thus '' in the secret 
place of the Most High'' they '' abide under the sha,dow of the 
Almighty" and are safe from all evil. To those who have "made the 
Most High" their "habitation," the Lord proclaims "Because he" 
(su�h a man) "hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver 
him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name". (Ps. 
91 :14). 

He is Holy and True, and the Church is called to be like Him. 
Then at His coming love will become perfect and complete and His 
loved ones will dwell for ever ,"Tith the IGng of Love in the Palaces 
of Love. And to dwell with God is love, for God is love. 

"Hearken, 0 daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; 
forget also thine own people, and thy father's house: So shall the 
king greatly desire thy beauty; for he is thy Lord; and worship 
thou him." (Ps. 45 :10-11). 
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