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THE GRACE OF GOD 

Suppose you had a six-year-old son who was the joy and 
. delight of your life. Suppose, too, that this son was cruelly 

murdered. What attitude would you take toward the guilty 
killer? 

If you used every means in your own power to kill him 
for his crime, that would be vengeance. 

If you were content to sit back and watch the civil author
ities convict him and execute him, that would be justice. 

But if you should pardon the murderer, invite him to live 
in your home, and then adopt him as your son, that would be 
grace. 

Yes, but perhaps you are saying that the illustration is 
�ificial; it is removed from reality. 

So let us take another illustration .. Suppose that you have 
sinned against God. Suppose, too, that by the law of God 
you are sentenced to hell because of that sin. If God allowed 
the sentence to be carried out, you could not complain be
cause you would be receiving exactly what you deserved, accord
ing to the divine law. 

But what would you think if God sent His only Son to 
die as a Substitute for you, paying the penalty that your sins de
served? And what would you think if God offered you ever
lasting life as a free gift if you would receive His Son as your 
Sin-bearer? And then what would you think if the Lord offered 
to make you His own son and take you to His home in heaven 
to live with Him eternally? 

What would you call that? There is only one word to 
describe such treatment-that word is GRACE. 

And this is exactly what God is doing. The illustration 
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is valid because it is true. God is showing unlimited favor to 
·ungodly sinners who believe on His Son, Jesus Christ. 

In order to understand what is meant by the grace of God, 
let us make five simple statements. Then we shall explain each 
one in detail. 

1. Grace is God's unmerited favor to sinners who deserve
the opposite.

2. God's grace offers salvation as a free gift to all who
put their faith in His Son, Jesus Christ.

3. God is able to show grace to sinners in this way be
cause the Lord Jesus died as a Substitute for them on
the cross of Calvary.

4. Grace cannot be earned, deserved, or bought in whole
or in part.

5. The grace of God is limitless.

First of all, �ce is God's unmerited favor to sinners who
deserve the opposite. 

This is very important. Man does not deserve to be treated 
well by God. There is nothing in him that obligates God to be 
gracious to him. He bas no claim on the Lord whatever. If 
God chooses to show favor to the sons of men, the reason is 
not to be found in them but in the Almighty. 

The grace of God is shown to sinners. Notice this carefully! 
Not to good people, upright people, moral people-but to sin
ners. By its very nature, grace always flows down from God 
to the ungodly. It can only operate where there are guilty, con
demned sinners. "Grace is not looking for good men whom it 
may approve, for it is not grace but mere justice to approve 
goodness. But it is looking for condemned, guilty, speechless and 
helpless men whom it may save, sanctify and glorify"-C. I. 
Scofield. 

Sinners do not deserve God's favor; they deserve the very 
opposite. "The wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). According 
to all the rules of divine justice, a sinner should die for his sins 
and spend eternity · in hell. 
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Thus God's grace means kindness for those who deserve 
punishment. 

The second fact to be remembered is this. God's grace 
offers salvation as a free gift to all who put their faith in His 
Son, Jesus Christ. 

Salvation means deliverance from the penalty and power 
of sin in this life and deliverance from the very presence of 
sin in the life to come. 

God offers this as a free gift. This means that there is no 
price or cost involved. Man merely receives it from the Giver. 

In order to receive this wonderful gift of God's grace, a per
son simply believes on �he Lord Jesus Christ. He accepts the 
Savior as his Substitute. He commits the eternal welfare of his 
spirit, soul and body to the Lord. Believing that Christ died for 
him on Calvary, he accepts the Lord Jesus as God's only way of 
salvation. The moment he does this, he is saved by the grace of 
God. -

This brings us to the third point. God is able to show grace 
to sinners in this way because the Lord Jesus died as a Sub
stitute for sinners on the cross. 

It would not be just or righteous for God to overlook man's 
sin, to wink at it, or to excuse it. The divine law demands that 
a person who sins must be punished for those sins. That law 
must be carried out. 

However, if man himself must pay the penalty of his 
sins, then he will perish forever. 

How then can God save the sinner whom He loves and stilJ. 
be true to His own laws? The answer is that He sent His sinless 
Son to die in the place of sinners. The Lord Jesus paid the price 
that man should have paid. He bore the penalty of the sins 
of others. He died the death that we deserved. 

Now that all the claims of divine justice have been fully 
met, God can offer eternal life to all who receive His Son as Lord 
and Savior. 
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This is why grace is sometimes defined as: 

God's 
Riches 

At 

Christ's 
Expense 

The death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus pro
vide God with a righteous basis upon which He can save un
godly sinners who wish to be saved. 

The fourth point is this. God's grace cannot be earned, 
deserved or bought, in whole or in part. That is why the Bible 
constantly contrasts grace with law, works and debt. 

Under law, a man receives what he justly deserves. The 
Ten Commandments, for instance, promised continuance of 
life on earth to those who obeyed, and death to those who 
disobeyed. 

Th� principle of works means that a man receives wages 
in payment for his labor. He is justly entitled to his pay because 
he earned it. 

Similarly, the idea of debt is that one person owes som� 
thing to another in payment for services rendered. 

But grace is the very �pposite of these! 
It is not law-keepers whom God saves. li a person could 

keep the Ten Commandments, he would not need to be saved. 
But grace saves those who have broken the law and who are thus 
in danger of hell. 

Salvation is not a reward given to men who perform good 
works. It is to those who do not work but who believe on Him 
Who justifies the ungodly (Romans 4:4, 5). 

Salvation is not a debt which God owes to men for the 
purity of their lives. It is a kindness which He shows to men who 
ought to be in hell. 

To seek to earn, merit or purchase salvation is to insult the 
Giver. Imagine yourself invited to a banquet in the White House 
by the President of the United States. You are seated at a table 
that is filled with the choicest foods. Every effort is made to give 

8 



you a most enjoyable evening. At the end of a lovely visit, the 
President stands at the front door to bid you good-by. 

What do you do? As you leave, do you press a dime into 
the President's hand and say, "Thank you very much for your 
kindness. I have enjoyed the evening very much. I realize it 
has cost you a lot of money, and I want to help you pay for the 
meal?" 

Is that the proper response to his kindness? On the contrary, 
it is a rude and insulting gesture. So it would be with God's 
grace. To seek to purchase the gift of salvation would be to in
sult the One Who offers it. 

"Oh, bring no price, God's grace is free, 
To Paul, to Magdalene, to thee." 

The moment that terms or conditions are added, grace 
ceases to be grace. "If by grace, then it is no more of works: 
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then 
it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work" (Romans 
11:6). 

And now for the final point! The grace of God is limitless 
or infinite. 

Think of the price He was willing to pay to save your 
guilty soul and niine. He gave His only Son. No one but God 
would have done it. 

Think of the persons He saves! Sinners of the deepest dye 
-harlots, adulterers, fornicators, liars, cheats, murderers, un
believers, atheists, and religious hypocrites. None is too vile
for the grace of God to reach and save.

Think of the patience He shows! For long centuries He has 
received insults and rejection. His messengers have been stoned 
and persecuted. His lovely Son was crucified and slain. Yet 
where sin abounded, grace did much more abound. And still 
He sends out the good news of �alvation, "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31). 

Think of the position to which He raises the believing 
sinner! He makes him a child of God, an heir of God, and a 
joint-heir of Christ. He saves him from sin, death and hell and 
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prepares him for a mansion in heaven-to be with Christ and 
like Him forever. 

No wonder the grace of God has been the inspiration of 
poets and artists, of- princes and peasants, of martyrs and dying 
thieves. It is the greatest of all themes. 
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THE GREATNESS OF GOD 

"Your· thoughts of God are too human."-Luther 

If we think of God as if He were a mere huma� being like 
ourselves, we will not appreciate His grace very much. But 
if we have great thoughts of God, then it will seem marvelous 
to us that He would ever send His Son to die for us. The more 
we realize the greatness of His Person, the more we will worship 
Him as the God of all grace. 

In considering His greatness, let us first of all remember 
that God was never created. He created all things; yet He 
Himself has neither beginning nor end. He is the Eternal God 
(Deuteronomy 33:27). 

He is alone in His greatness. There is no one else like Him. 
"Who is like unto thee, 0 Lord, among the gods? Who is like 
thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?" 
(Exodus 15:11). 

He is so high above the earth that men who seem very 
important to us seem very small to Him. "It is he that sitteth 
upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 
grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain and

spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: that bringeth the princes 
to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity" (Isaiah 
40:22, 23). 

Even the nations of the world are insignificant to Him. "Be
hold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as 
the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles 
as a very little thing ... All nations before him are as nothing; 
and they are counted to him less than nothing, and vanity" 
(Isaiah 40: 15, 17). 
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He is "the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords; who only hath immortality, dwelling in the 
light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath 
seen, nor can see: to whom be honor and power everlasting. 
Amen" (I Timothy 6: 15, 16). 

"Such a One is to be revered, worshipped, adored. He 
is solitary in His majesty, unique in His excellency, peerless in His 
perfections. He sustains all, but is Himself independent of all; He 
gives to all but is enriched by none"-Selected. 

God is self-sufficient (Acts 17:25). He does not need any
thing or anyone outside Himself. He has all in His own Per
son that He could ever require for perfect joy and satisfaction. 
He is completely independent of everyone else. 

Not only so, it is impossible for Him to be brought under 
obligation to any of His creatures. He owes no man anything, 
nor can man do anything for God which would require God to 
repay him. Anything God does for His creatures· is pure grace. 
For "who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed 
unto him again? For of him, and through him, and to him, are 
all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen" (Romans 11 :35, 
36). 

God's knowledge is unsearchable. There is nothing He does 
not know-whether in the past, the present, or the future. "The 
very hairs of your head are all numbered" (Matthew 10:30). 
"Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of 
them is forgotten before God?" (Luke 12:6). No one has ever 
taught Him or advised Him. "Who hath directed the Spirit of 
the Lord, or being his counsellor hath taught him? With whom 
took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in 
the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed 
to him the way of understanding?" (Isaiah 40:13, 14). "O the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of Godt 
How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? Or who hath 
been his counsellor?" (Romans 11:33, 34). When the Psalmist 
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thought of God's knowledge, he said, "His understanding is 
infinite" (Psalm 147:5). 

Nothing can be hidden from God. "All things are naked 
and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do" 
(Hebrews 4:13). "Thou God seest me" (Genesis 16:13). 

Nothing is forgotten by God, except that which He purposely 
chooses to forget, namely, the sins of the one who has trusted 
in Jesus (Hebrews 8:12). 

God is over all. "Thine, 0 Lord, is the .greatness, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all 
that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the 
kingdom, 0 Lord, and thou art exalted as bead above all. 
Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over 
all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand 
it is to make great, and to give strength unto all" (I Chronicles 
29:11, 12). "O Lord God of our fathers, art not thou God in 
heaven? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the 
heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and might, so that 
none is able to withstand thee?" (II Chronicles 20:6). 

As Lord over all creation, God is sovereign (Psalm 135:6). 
This means He can do as He pleases. "But our God is in the 
heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased" (Psalm 
115:3). No one has a right to question His motives or His actions. 
"He doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say 
unto him, What doest thou?" (Daniel 4:35). There is no valid 
cause for complaint against God because all that He does is 
just and right. "Being infinitely elevated above the highest crea
ture, He is the Most High, Lord of Heaven and Earth. Subject 
to none, influenced by none, absolutely independent, God does 
as He pleases, only as He pleases, always as He pleases. None 
can thwart Him. None can hinder Him"-Selected. 

God never changes. "The Strength of Israel will not lie nor 
repent: for he is not a man, that he should repent" (I Samuel 
15:29). He cannot go back on His promise. "God is not a man, 
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that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent 
hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, a . ..1d sh;ilJ 
he not ·make it good?" (Numbers 23:19). "For I am the Lord, 
I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed" 
(Malachi 3:6). "With whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning" (Jrunes 1:17). 

God is absolutely holy. He hates sin. He can �either approve 
it nor allow it to go unpunished. "God is light, and in him is 
no darkness at all" (I John 1:5)� "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory" (Isaiah 6:3). "Thou 
art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on in
iquity" (Habakkuk 1 : 13). 

The unspeakable holiness of God is best seen in His treat
ment of sin at the cross of Calyary. There it was not a question 
of a sinner dying for sins which he himself had committed; rather, 
it was the case of the sinless Son of God dying for the sins of 
others. We know that God must pour out His wrath against all 
those who have sinned. But what attitude would He take when 
His own Son took the sins of others upon Himself? Would He 
punish the Son of ·His love? We know the answer. God's 
holiness is so great that He forsook the Lord Jesus during the 
three hours when the Savior was dying as a Substitute for sinners. 
Who of us can fathom such holiness? 

God's greatness is also seen in the fact that He is all-power
ful. "Power belongeth unto God" (Psalm 62: 11). His power is 
seen in creation. So great are the starry heavens above us that no 
man can measure them. "When I consider thy heavens, 
the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained; what is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the 
son of man, that thou visitest him?" (Psalm 8:3, 4). God's power 
is also seen in sustaining the universe-the planets, mankind, 
animal life, vegetation-all are supported by Him. The greatest 
display of God's power was when He raised the Lord Jesus 
from the dead. " ... the working of his mighty power, which 
he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead" 
(Ephesians 1:19, 20). 
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God is faithful (I Corinthians 1 :9). He can never fail 
to do as He has promised. Those who trust Him run no risk ef 
ev1 :,eing disappointed. In fact, it is impossible to believe Him 
and ever regret it, because He is true to His Word. " ... his com
passions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy 
faithfulness" (Lamentations 3:22, 23). 

God is good (Nahum 1:7). His goodness is extended toward 
all. Even if He had allowed all men to perish in their sins, this 
would not have been any reflection on His goodness. "Is it not 
lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye 
evil, because I am good?" (Matthew 20:15). 

God is patient and longsuffering (Romans 2:4). He endures 
the attacks of infidels and skeptics, returning only good for evil. 

God is merciful. "For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, 
and thy truth unto the clouds" (Psalm 57:10). "For as the 
heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them 
that fear him" (Psalm 103:11). 

God's love is infinite (Ephesians 3:18, 19). It has no limit 
-neither breadth, nor length, nor depth, nor height. His is love
that pays the most tremendous cost. At Calvary's cross, we learn
in the fullest manner that "God is love." God's love is im
partial, universal, and unselfish. Nothing can ever separate His
people from His love (Romans 8:35-39).

God is so great that He will never be fully understood by 
His creatures. "Canst thou by searching find out God? canst 
thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?" (Job 11:7-9). 

God is greater than mind itself. "His greatness cannot be 
tonceived .... He is greater than all language, and no state
ment ,can express Him. We can only think of Him as a Being 
Whose attributes and greatness are beyond our power of un
derstanding, or even of thought"-Novatian. 

The marvel is that such a great God would ever be in
terested enough in sinful men and women that He would send 
His only Son to suffer, bleed, and die in their behalf! 
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MY HIDING PLACE 

(Verses found in the pocket of Major Andre after his ex-
ecution during the Revolutionary War.) 

"Hail, sovereign love, which first began 
The scheme to rescue fallen man! 
Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace, 
Which gave my soul a Hiding Place! 

"Against the God Who built the sky 
I fought with hands uplifted high
Despised the mention of His grace, 
Too proud to seek a Hiding Place. 

"Enwrapt in thick Egyptian night, 
And fond of darkness more than light; 
Madly I ran the sinful race, 
Secure-without a Hiding Place! 

"But thus the eternal counsel ran: 
Almighty love, arrest that man! 
I felt the arrows of distress, 
And found I had no Hiding Place. 

"Indignant Justice stood in view; 
To Sinai's fiery IllQUnt I flew; 
But Justice cried with frowning face, 
This mountain is no Hiding Place! 

"Ere long a heavenly voice I heard, 
And mercy's angel soon appeared: 
He led me, with a beaming face, 
To Jesus as a Hiding Place. 

"On Him almighty vengeance fell, 
Which must have sunk a \Vorld to hell! 
He bore it for a sinful race, 
And thus became their Hiding Place. 

16 



"Should sevenfold storms of thunder roll, 
And shake this globe from pole to pole, 
No thunderbolt shall daunt my face, 
For Jesus is my Hiding Place." 
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THE SINFULNESS OF MAN 

To appreciate the grace of God, we must not only have 
great thoughts of God, but we must also realize something of 
the sinfulness of man. Just as our thoughts of God tend to be 
too human, so our thoughts of man tend to be too divine. 

The Bible paints a very dark picture concerning man, and 
if we are honest with ourselves, we will have to admit that the 
picture is true to life. 

Man is an ungodly sinner. It is a condition that dates from 
birth. He is "estranged from the womb." He goes astray as soon 
as he· is born, speaking lies (Psalm 58:3). In his infancy, he 
does not have to be taught to do wrong; he does that naturally. 
But he does have to be taught to do right as long as he lives 
(Proverbs 22:15). 

He is a sinner by nature and by practice (Romans 3:23). 
What he is in himself and what he has done are alike sinful. 
And what he is in himself is a lot worse than anything he has 
ever done. Within him lies a pit of corruption, a hell of in
iquity, a cesspool of sin. 

His thought-life would not bear exposure (Matthew 15:19). 
He could not publish a book containing the record of his in
nermost thoughts; it would be against the law to print it. He 
would not want to walk around for one hour with a poster 
announcing the most evil thought he has had during the last 
week. 

Down through the centuries, men have been writing their 
vile thoughts on the walls of public buildings-revealing the 
depravity of their hearts. 

There is a vast difference in every man between what he 
is and what he wants people to think he is. He does not want 
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people to know him as he actually is, and so he puts on a false 
front. His person is what he actually is; his personality is what 
he wants people to think about him. Thus man is a hypocrite. 

Someone has said that man is what he is in the dark. God 
says, "Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil" (John 3:19). 

When �an sees fault, failure or sin in others, it appears 
very revolting and repulsive to him. But when he commits 
the same sin himself, it does not seem nearly so bad. "And think
est thou this, 0 man, that judgest them which do such things, 
and doest the same, that thou _ shalt escape the judgment of 
God?" (Romans 2:3). 

This guilt of sin applies to all mankind, to all who are 
born of human father and mother. "There is none righteous, no, 
not one: there is none that understandeth, there is none that 
seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are 
together becon1e unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, 
no, not one" (Romans 3:10-13). 

Not only has sin affected all mankind; it has also affected 
every part of man's being-his throat, tongue, lips, mouth, 
feet, and eyes. "Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their 
tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their 
lips: whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: their feet 
are swift to shed blood: destruction and misery are in their 
ways: and the way of peace have they not known: there is no 
fear of God before their eyes" (Romans 3:13-18). 

Man sins against his God, against his neighbor, and against 
himself. 

Instead of worshipping his God, he insults Him by making 
idols and bowing down to them. His gods are images of man,.

of birds, of four-footed beasts, and of creeping things (Romans 
1:23). Instead of being thankful to God for life, food, clothing, 
and shelter, man curses God. He does not swear by popes, 
presidents, or princes, but he takes the Name of the Lord, his 
God, in vain (Exodus 20:7). He has feelings of settled enmity 
against God instead of love for Him. He is only happy when 

19 



he can forget God, and only sad when he remembers Him. 
Not only does man sin against God; he sins against his 

fellow men. He not only engages in vile pleasures himself, but 
encourages others to do the same. "Who knowing the judgment 
of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, 
not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them" 
(Romans 1:32). "For they sleep not, except they have done 
mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some 
to fall" (Proverbs 4: 16). 

Man is selfish. He must come first. He must have his own 
way. In order to satisfy his bodily passions, he corrupts others 
through adultery, fornication, and other forms of vile sexual 
behavior. 

He tells lies in order to further his own ends. He cannot 
be trusted. "Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: 
for wherein is he to be accounted of?" (Isaiah 2:22). Whoever 
trusts him is cursed (Jeremiah 17:5). 

He rejoices when calamity comes to others-rejoices that 
it does not affect him. 

He vents his anger and malice on his neighbor. He envies 
those who have more than he and plots to steal what does not 
belong to him. 

And if he finds a man who is more righteous than he, what 
does he do? Does he seek to bring his own life up to the higher 
standard? On the-contrary, he seeks to destroy the one whose 
virtuous life exposes him (John 3: 19, 20) ! 

He not only sins against his God and his neighbor; he sins 
against himself. He abuses his body through drunkenness, im
morality, and dissipation. He wastes his talents and squanders 
his possessions. He refuses wise counsel and rejects his truest 
Friend. If he only knew it, he is his own worst enemy. 

Man does not like to think of God showing grace. "Grace-
which means the full and free forgiveness of every sin, without 
God demanding or expecting anything from the one so forgiven 
-is a principle so opposed to all man's thought and ways, so
far above man, that he dislikes it. His own heart often secretly
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calls it injustice. He does not deal in this way and he does not 
like to think of God doing so." -I. N. Darby. 

Various illustrations are used in the Bible to describe 
man's sinful state. For instance, he is likened to a leper (Mat
thew 8 :2), speaking of his vile, incurable, contaminating con
dition. He is paralyzed (John 5:5), deaf (Mark 7:32), dumb 
(Mark 9: 17), blind (John 9: 1 ), and dead in trespasses and in sins 
(Ephesians 2: 1). He is fallen, polluted, helpless and hell
deserving. 

The climax of man's sin came nineteen hundred years ago. 
When God came to this world in the Person of I esu5 Christ, 
men looked at the only perfect Man Who ever lived; yet they 
could not tolerat� Him. He did not come to steal, kill, or 
destroy, but to give life and to give it more abundantly (John 
10: 1 O); yet the creatures whom His hands had made cried, 
"This is the heir: come, let us kill him" (Luke 20: 14). And on 
the cross of Calvary, He diQd for a rebel race of sinners-adul
terers, drunkards, liars, thieves, and murderers. 

Would you die for a drunkard? 
He did! 
Man truly deserves to go to hell. There is not a single 

thing in him that would call forth God's pity or love. There 
is no reason in man why God should bless hi1n. He is unclean 
and deserves nothing but punishment. Yet God sent His only 
Son to die as a Substitute for sinful men. That is grace. 

It should cause each one to exclaim: 
"Oh, who am I that for my sake 
My Lord should take frail flesh and die." 

AMAZING GRACE 

"And can it be that I should gain 
An int'rest in the Savior's blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain? 
For me who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love, how can it be 
That Thou, my God, should'st die for me? 
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"He left His Father's throne above, 
So free, so infinite His grace, 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam's helpless race. 
'Tis mercy all, immense and free, 
For 0, my God, it found out me. 

"No condemnation now I dread! 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine 
Bold I approach th' eternal throne 
And claim the crown through Christ, my own. 

-Charles Wesley
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GOD'S GOODNESS TO MAN 

The grace of God to man actually began long before man 
was ever created. In His foreknowledge, God saw all that would 
transpire-the creation, the fall of man, and the tremendous 
need of humanity for a way of salvation. 

In deep, eternal counsels, He made elaborcilte plans to 
pless man beyond the wildest human imagination. 

1 � The Lamb was slain fr:om the foundation of the world 
(Revelation 13:8). 

2. The elect were.chosen before.the foundation of the world
(Ephesians 1:4).

3. Eternal life was promised before the world began (Titus
1:2).

4. The Kingdom was prepared from the foundation of
the world (Matthew 25:34).

Then God created man in His own image and likeness 
(Genesis 1:26). Adam was the greatest of all His creative acts. 
To Adam was given dominion over every living thing .on the 
earth (Genesis 1:28). He was appointed God's personal rep
resentative here. 

The Lord placed man in an ideal environment, where every
thing was provided to fill his needs and satisfy his desires (Gen
esis 2:8). No good thing was withheld from him. 

The goodness of the Lord was manifested in the regularity 
of seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and 
day and night (Genesis 8:22). It was manifested in the variety 
of foods which He provided so liberally. It was manifested in 
the beauty ef creation which He designed for man's enjoyment. 
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In spite of God's infinite goodness, man fell into sin (Gen
esis 3:6). He turned his back on his God. He disobeyed the 
Lord. He believed the devil's lie that God was withholding 
something that would be for man's benefit (Genesis 3:1). 

Did this halt the flow of God's kindnesses to man? On the 
contrary, God made gracious provision to cover the nakedness 
of Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:21) and promised the coming 
of Christ Who would destroy man's enemy, the devil (Genesis 
3:15). 

The remainder of the Old Testament is a record of God's 
unfailing kindness to His unfaithful people. He made oove
nants with Abraham and David, for example, in which He prom
ised unconditionally to show kindness to their descendants 
through the Person and Work of Christ (Genesis 15:5; II Samuel 
7:16). He fed them, guided them, protected them, and blessed 
them beyond measure. 

His people repaid this kindness with unbelief, idolatry, 
complaining, immorality, and unthankfulness. 

Unwearied by such ingratitude, God sent prophets to His 
people. These men spoke as mouthpieces of God. They brought 
a message directly from the Lord. The words they spoke were 
the very words of God. The people beat the prophets, stoned 
them, cast them into pits, and in many cases killed them. 

Would God's patience still survive such insults? Yes, God 
would once more speak to men in a more wonderful and more 
gracious way than ever before. 

He would send His Son! 
No human mind can ever know what it meant to the 

heart of God to send His only begotten Son to a race of sinful 
man. One would have to be as holy and loving as God to feel 
the pang and pathos of such an action. 

However, two very vivid pictures are given to us in the 
Bible to help us to share, in part at least, the emotions of God 
in this matter. One illustration is in the Old Testament, and the 
other is in the New Testament. 

The Old Testament picture is the story of the willingness 
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of Abraham to offer his son, Isaac, in death (Genesis 22). Go, 
had promised Abraham that he would have ancestors as num
berless as the stars of heaven and as the sands of the seashore. 
Then He commanded Abraham to take 

his son, 
his only son, 

Isaac, 
whom he loved, 

and to offer him as a sacrifice on Mount Moriah. The obedient 
father is seen walking up the mountain with his son. The father 
is carrying a knife and a torch of fire; the son is carrying the 
wood for the sacrificial altar. We hear the heart-rending conver
sation between father and son. We see Isaac bound and laid 
on the altar. We almost hear the heavy breathing of Abraham 
as he lifts the knife to slay his son. 

Then God intervened. He provided a ram to die in Isaac's 
place. Up to this point, we have had a vivid picture of God 
offering His Son to die on Calvary's cross. But here the parallel 
ceases. Abraham was not required to give his son up to death; 
a substitute was found. But God actually gave His only begotten 
Son to die on the cross. As has been so beautifully stated, 
"God spared Abraham's heart a pang He would not spare His 
own." No substitute was found for the Lord Jesus. 

A second moving account of what it meant to God to give 
His Son is found in the New Testament (Luke 20:9-15). God 
is there likened to a husbandman (farmer) who planted a vine
yard and put husbandmen in charge of it. When the time came 
that he should get some return from the vineyard, he sent a 
servant to the husbandmen, but they beat him and sent him 
away empty. (This is how God's people treated His prophets.) 
He sent another servant, and again the husbandmen beat him, 
abused him, and sent him away empty. A third servant was 
wounded and cast out of the vineyard. 

Then the husbandman pondered what he should do. His 
momentous decision was this: "I will send my beloved son; it 
may be they will reverence him when they see him." 
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But the wicked husbandmen reacted violently. They said, 
"This is the heir; come, let us kill him that the inheritance may 
be ours." 

So they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. This is 
what men did to God's lovely Son. 

But even then, God's love was not extinguished. They meant 
it for evil, but God meant it for good (Genesis 50:20). They had 
their wickedness, but God had His way. They thought they were 
killing a mere man, but God decreed that His Son was dying for 
the sins of the world. From the human point of view, the sheep 
were killing their Shepherd. But from the divine standpoint, the 
Shepherd was dying for the sheep. 

Following the resurrection and ascension of Christ, God 
has been issuing the gospel invitation, "Come, for all things are 
now ready." For over nineteen hundred years, He has been plead
ing with the sons of men to attend His great supper. Some have 
asked to be excused. Some have delayed. Some have flatly r� 
fused. Only a few have responded. 

Yet God's kindness and goodness continue. His forbearance 
and longsuff ering endure. His grace is inexhaustible. 

AMAZING GRACE! HOW SWEET THE SOUND 

"Amazing grace-how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found
Was blind, but now I see. 

" 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 

"Thro' many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
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"The Lord has promised good to me: 
His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 

"And when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease, 
I shall possess within the veil 
A life of joy and peace. 

"When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we've first begun." 

-John Newton
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THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Just as God's grace· was shown in the gift of His Son, so 
Christ's grace was manifested in His willingness to die for sinners. 

"For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich" (II Corinthians 8:9). 

His grace is seen, then, in these two tremendous facts: 
1. He was rich.
2. He became poor.

First, He was rich. From all eternity, He had dwelt in un
disturbed peace and joy with God, His Father. He was by Him, 
as One brought up with Him; and He was daily His delight, re
joicing always before Him (Proverbs 8:30). It would be easier 
to count the stars than it would be to adequately describe the 
riches which were His in heaven. 

He could have remained in that place of wealth and rest. 
He could have stayed in heaven, beyond the reach of sorrow, 
suffering or death. He could have permitted fallen men to rush 
headlong to the awful doom which they deserved. 

But He chose to leave His wealth, joy and bliss in heaven in 
order to become the Savior of the world. He did not feel that the 
visible display of His equality with God was something He must 
hold on to at all costs (Philippians 2:6). He was willing to ex
change wealth in heaven for poverty on earth. 

He Who was rich chose to become poor. 
He became poor, first of all, by becoming a Man (Philip

pians 2:7). This was a tremendous act of condescension-for 
God to become Man. It was an unspeakable stoop. If a man 
could somehow become a grasshopper, or a microbe, that would 
be only a weak comparison with what it meant for Christ to 
become a Man. 
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And He did not enter the world as a full-grown Man. The 
mighty Creator was born into the world as a Baby (Luke 2:7). The 
all-powerful Sustainer of the universe was a helpless Infant, in 
His mother's arms. 

Remember, too, that He was not born to a mother of wealth 
or of influence, but to a humble Jewish peasant-the Virgin 
Mary. 

And His birth did not take place in a clean hospital, or 
even in a tidy cottage. He was born in a. stable and cradled in 
a manger (Luke 2:7). You see, there was no room for Him in 
the inn. 

For the Lord of glory to be born into the world in this way 
was an astonishing act of self-emptying. But that was not all. 
Instead of coming as a ruler, a man of wealth, a high religious 
official, He came as a Servant (Philippians 2:7). He came, not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister (Matthew 20:28). The One 
Whom angelic hosts had served in ages past became the Servant 
of men. And since these men were slaves of sin, He literally be
came a Servant of slaves. 

He lived for thirty years in obscurity, most of them in the 
disreputable village of Nazareth (Luke 2:39). Then He stepped 
forth into three years of public ministry (John 1:29). 

You would never have known by looking at Him that He 
was the God of all creation; He had veiled His glory in a body 
of flesh. He was like one of ourselves-except that He never 
sinned (I Peter 2:22). 

He went about doing good-giving sight to the blind, hear
ing to the deaf, and speech to the dumb. He healed the sick, 
cured the lame, and raised the dead to life. 

But men did not love Him. His own brothers misunder
stood Him. His neighbors scorned Him. The religious leaders 
hated Him and harassed Him. He endured the bitter contradic
tion of sinners against Himself (Hebrews 12:3), only finding in 
the wickedness of men an excuse to show kindness to them. 

He wandered as a homeless Stranger in the world His hands 
had made. He said, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
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nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay His head" (Luke 
9:58). When His disciples went to the comfort of their homes, 
Jesus went to the Mount of Olives, presumably to spend the night 
there, unprotected from the elements (John 7:53; 8:1). 

During all this time, He was just as truly God as He ever 
had been, but He had changed one manner of life for another. 
He had left the ivory palaces for a world of woe. He had left 
the holy scenes of heaven for the jungle of this world. 

At the close of His three years of public ministry, the op
position to Him reached a climax. The religious leaders were 
determined to get rid of Him. 

And so it came to pass! 
First of all, He was betrayed int(? the hands of His enemies 

by one of His own disciples, Judas (Matthew 26:14, 15). The 
price was thirty pieces of silver. Strange bargain! The Savior 
sold for the price of a slave. 

He was denied by another disciple, Simon Peter (Matthew 
26: 69-7 5).  Strange shame! A mortal man ashamed of the Lord 
of glory. 

He was tried by Pontius Pilate (Matthew 27:2). Strange 
judgment! The Innocent condemned by the guilty. 

Then He was crucified by Roman soldiers (Matthew 27:31). 
The only perfect Man Who ever lived was nailed to a criminal's 
cross. ''He became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross" (Philippians 2:8). It was a death of shame. 

The One Who put the sun, moon, and stars in their courses 
became the Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief (Isaiah 
53:3). The blessed Son of God, Who never needed to have suf
fered, became the King of suffering. The Holy One Who knew 
no sin became a sin-offering for ungodly sinners. 

He became poor in the fullest sense while hanging on the 
cross. It was not just that He was suffering physical violence at 
the hands of men. That was severe enough. 

But the depth of His suffering was reached during the 
three hours of darkness when He bore God's wrath against man's 
sins (Luke 23:44). His bitterest anguish occurred when He was 
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forsaken by God-when He died as a Substitute for others (Mat
thew 27:46). "On lµm the mighty vengeance fell, that would 
have sunk the world tb hell." 

All the sins that were ever committed-all the sins that are 
now being committed-all the sins that will ever be committed 
-they were all heaped upon Him, and He died for them all.

It is impossible to describe the extent of His sufferings. They 
simply cannot be measured. They were infinite. 

There on the cross, He was the Good Shepherd, exploring 
the sea of God's wrath to save the sheep that was lost (John 
10:11). 

"And none of the ransomed ever knew, 
How deep were the waters crossed, 
Or how dark was the night which the Lord 

passed through, 
Ere He found the sheep that was lost." 

There on the cross, He was the Man Who sold all that He 
had in order to buy the field containing the hidden treasure 
(Matthew 13: 44). 

There on the cross, He was the Merchantman Who sold all 
that He had in order to buy the pearl of great price (Matthew 
13:45, 46). 

He Who was rich became poor to buy sinful man back to 
Himself. 

Such is the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
John Bunyan said, "Thou Son of the Blessed, what grace 

was manifested in Thy condescension. Grace brought Thee down 
from Heaven; grace stripped Thee of Thy glory; grace made 
Thee poor and despised; grace made Thee bear such burdens 
of sin, such burdens of sorrow, such burdens of God's curse 
as are unspeakable. 0 Son of God! Grace was in all Thy tears; 
grace came out of Thy side with Thy blood; grace came forth 
with every word of Thy sweet mouth; grace came out where the 
whip smote Thee, where the thorn pricked Thee, and where the 
nails pierced Thee. Here is grace indeed! Grace to make angels 
wonder, grace to make sinners happy, grace to astonish devils." 
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SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH 

In the last chapter, we saw that the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ led Him to die as a Substitute for sinners on 
Calvary's cross. We must quickly add that His death was not 
the end. He was buried in a borrowed tomb (John 19:41, 42), 
but then on the third day, He arose from the dead, a Victor over 
sin and death and hell (I Corinthians 15:4). Later, He ascended 
back to heaven where God crowned Him with glory, honor 
and power (Acts 1:10). His resurrection and ascension were 
proof that God was satisfied with Christ's work of redemption 
(Romans 4:25). 

Now we must go on to the question of how men are saved. 
The work of the Lord Jesus was sufficient to redeem all men, 
but not all are redeemed. The price He paid was enough to 
atone for all the sins of all the centuries, but not all these sins 
are automatically atoned for. 

The reason for this is that God does not save people against 
their will. He does not take men to heaven who do not want 
to be there. He does not compel men to choose the way of life. 

So God must devise a way by which those who desire 
to be saved might obtain this blessing. How would He do this? 

Actually, there are only two conceivable ways by which 
God could do this: 

1. He could announce that salvation would be given to
those who would earn it or deserve it in some way.
This would be salvation by works.

2. He could give salvation as a free gift to those who would
receive it. This would be salvation by grace.
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If He had adopted the first method, for instance, He might 
have said that He would save those who: 

1. Kept the Ten Commandments.
2. Obeyed the Golden Rule.
3. Lived according to the Sermon on the Mount.
4. Were baptized.
5. Joined a church.
6. Lived a decent, respectable life.
7. -Did the best they could.
8. Paid a certain amount of money.

Any system by which eternal life was merited or earned would 
come under this heading of salvation by works. 

The second method, salvation by grace, simply means that 
eternal life would be given without cost or conditions of any 
sort. It would be a free gift to all who would receive it. 

Which method did God select? 
He chose to offer salvation as a free gift and not as some

thing to be earned. The following Scriptures show conclusively 
that this is so: 

"Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned 
of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness." (Romans 4:4, 5) 

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." (Romans 
6:23) 

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God; not of works, 
lest any man should boast." (Ephesians 2:8, 9) 

In the Bible sense, a gift is something that is given by one 
person to another without price, without any thought of the 
receiver's earning it or deserving it, and without any thought of 
the giver's receiving anything in return. The moment that con
ditions or terms are added, it ceases to be a gift. A gift ex
cludes any idea of human merit or worthiness. 
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But how does a sinful man receive the gift of salvation? The 
answer is that it is received by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Over one hundred times in the New Testament, salvation is said 
to be by believing on the Savior. For example: 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3: 16) 

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him." (John 3:36) 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath ever
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life." (John 5 :24) 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth 
on me hath everlasting life." (John 6:47) 

"And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house." (Acts 16:31) 

To believe on Christ means more than a mere belief in 
the historical facts about Jesus. It means a confession of one's 
sin, an understanding that He died as a Substitute for sinners, 
and a complete committal of one's life to Him. It means to 
receive Him as Lord and Savior (John 1:12). It means to open 
the door of one's heart and allow Him to come in (Revelation 
3:20). 

What it means to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ has been 
likened to the first lesson in diving. The student is told by the 
instructor to stand on the edge of the pier, both feet together, 
facing the water. The next step is to bend over, jackknife style, 
until one's fingers touch his toes. Now the instructor says, "Hold 
that position and just move yourself over into the water." Fear
ful at first, the student does as he is told. As he moves toward 
the water, bis arms go out before him, and the rest of his 
body follows them into the water. He has taken his first dive. 
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Actually, he has committed him.sell to the water. Not one bit 
of him remains upon the pier. Come what may, he has trusted

him.sell to the lake. 

That is precisely what it means to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is a turning over of one's life to Him, a putting of one's 
case into His hands. 

To some, there might seem to be a contradiction here. We 
have previously said that salvation is a gift, without conditions 
or price of any sort. But now we say that a person must believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ in order to be saved. How can we 
reconcile these two statements? 

The answer is as follows: 

1. Faith is not a condition by which man earns salvation,
but is merely the acceptance of the free gift of salvation. 

2. Faith is not meritorious. A man cannot boast because
he has believed on the Lord. It is only proper that the creature 
should trust his Creator. Since it is impossible for God to fail, 
what is more reasonable than that man should trust Him. 

3. In trusting Christ, man merely signifies his willingness
to be saved by God's grace. 

While we are speaking of faith, we should point out two 
additional facts of importance. 

First, it is not the amount of one's faith that counts, but the 
object of one's faith. A great amount of faith in a worthless ob
ject is worthless. But the simplest faith in the worthy Lord Jesus 
Christ will bring salvation to the soul. 

Secondly, faith can never be mixed with works for salvation. 
We are not saved by faith in Christ plus good works, but by 
faith in Christ alone. It is either all of God's grace or not of 
grace at all: 

"And if by grace, then is it no more of works: other
wise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then 
is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work." 
(Romans 11 :6) 
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Works and faith are two mutually exclusive principles. You 
must take one or the other; you cannot mix them. 

This raises the interesting question, "Why did not God 
decide to offer salvation on the principle of good works?" 
The following considerations will explain why: 

1. First, no one would be saved. All men • are dead in
trespasses and in sins, and therefore cannot produce good works 
for God. "All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isaiah 
64:6). Good works cannot begin until after a man has been saved. 

2. Secondly, if man could earn his way to heaven, he would
make God his debtor. God would owe him salvation in return 
for the life he had lived. This is clearly impossible. God owes 
nothing to anyone (Romans 11:35). There is nothing which man 
can do to put God in his debt. 

3. If man could be saved by his own works or his char
acter, he could boast before God. But this, too, is unthinkable 
(Romans 3:27). In heaven, God will have all the glory. He will 
not give His glory to a creature. It would spoil heaven to have 
boastful men there. 

4. Again, if man could save himself, he would obviously
be his own savior. In that case, he could worship himself. But 
this is clearly forbidden by the first commandment-"Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me"-(Exodus 20:3). If man could even 
assist in his own salvation, then he could take the place of a 
co-savior, sharing the glory of savior hood with the Lord Jesus. 
We have already shown that this is impossible. 

5. The idea of salvation by works is further ruled out by
the fact that God has decreed, "Without shedding of blood 
is no remission" (Hebrews 9:22). Good works involve no blood
shedding. Therefore, there is no salvation in them. 

6. Those who think they will win heaven by good works
forget that God demands absolute perfection. Keeping one com
mandment is not enough. Even keeping nine out of the ten 
commandments will not do. God must have perfect obedience 
(James 2:10). 
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7. Even if a man could live a perfect life from this day
forward, he would not be saved. God requires that which is 
past (Ecclesiastes 3: 15), and the sins of his life up to this mo
ment would still have to be atoned for. 

8. To suggest that man can save himself by his own works
is to deny the necessity of the work of Christ. If salvation could 
be through human actions or character, then the Savior did 
not need to die (Galatians 2:21). But the Scripture teaches that 
there is no other way of salvation, "For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (I Corinthians 
3:11). 

9. The notion that man can save himself, or as-ist in his
own salvation, denies the sufficiency of the work of Christ 
(Colossians 3:1 lb). "There are multitudes of baptized men and 
women who profess to honor Christ, but in reality do Him 
great dishonor. They give Christ a certain place in their system 
of religion, but not the place which God intended Him to fill. 
Christ alone is not 'all in all' to their souls. No! It is either 
Christ and the Church-or Christ and the sacraments-or Christ 
and His ordained ministers-or Christ and their own repentance 
-or Christ and their own goodness-or Christ and their own
prayers-or Christ and their own sincerity and charity, on
which they rest their souls"-· -Ryle.

10. In connection with salvation, as with everything else,
God must always have the place of supremacy, the place of the 
more blessed One. For instance, the Lord Jesus taught, "It is 
more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35). That being 
so, God will always have the place of the more blessed One. He 
will do the giving, and man will do the receiving. 

11. Again it should be mentioned that since Christ finished
the work of salvation, it is impossible for man to add to it. You 
simply cannot add to a finished work. Christ Jesus did not come 
into the world to help save sinners, but to save them (I Timothy 
1: 15). 

The idea that men are saved by keeping the law is very 
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wi'dely held, but lt has no Scriptural foundation. God did not 
give the law as a means of salvation. He never intended that 
men should use it as a means of salvation. He never intended 
that men should use it as a stepladder to heaven. Rather, the 
law was given in order to reveal sin. Its purpose was to show 
men the depth of their depravity so that they would then tum 
to the Lord and cry out for mercy. "The law entered, that the 
offence might abound" (Romans 5 :20). "By the deeds of the 
law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight, for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin" (Romans 3:20). The law was given 
to stop men's mouths, to convict them as sinners, and to bring 
them as penitents to the feet of the Lord (Romans 3:19). "Grace 
cannot begin with us until the law has reduced us to speechless 
silence"-C. I. Scofield. 

And yet while we strive to emphasize that salvation is not by 
good works, we must make it equally clear that salvation is unto 
good works (Ephesians 2:10). Good works are not the root of 
salvation but the fruit of salvation (Titus 2:14). It is faith that 
brings salvation to the soul; then salvation in the soul produces 
good works. 

It is this side of the truth which the apostle James emphasizes 
(James 2:14-26). He demands to see good works as the proof 
that a man has been justified by faith. Faith itself is invisible, 
but good works are the visible manifestation of true faith. A 
man may say he has faith, but if his life is not characterized 
by good works, then his faith is not genuine. Just as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 
It is only a say-so faith if it does not result in good works. 

One final point! The good works of believers will be re
warded in a coming day (I Corinthians 3:14). Although they 
do not contribute anything to a person's salvation, they will 
contribute a great deal to his enjoyment of heaven. 

Such is the grace of God! He saves men freely threugh 
faith in His Son, and without works. He gives them the power 
to produce good works for Him and rewards them when they 
do so. 
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"THAT YE MIGHT BE RICH" 

When a person becomes a Christian, he at once becomes 
fabulously wealthy-not wealthy in material things, which last 
only for this life, but wealthy in spiritual blessings, which endure 
forever. 

The expression "the riches of his grace" is used by Paul to 
describe inexhaustible treasures. They are all lavished upon 
the sinner who trusts in Christ. 

You_ see, when a person is converted, he receives Christ, 
and in receiving Him, he receives every good thing that God 
can give. All the wealth of heaven is found in Him. 

In giving Christ, God has given the greatest of all gifts. And 
since He has already given the greatest, He will not withhold 
any lesser gift. 

"He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give 
us all things?" (Romans 8:32) 

What then are some of the treasures that belong to the per
son who has trusted Jesus Christ? 

1. First of all, he is saved-saved from the penalty of sin
(Romans 8:1); saved from the power of sin (Romans 6:14); and 
he is promised that he will one day be saved from the very 
presence of sin (I John 3:2). He is saved fron1 the pangs of 
hell forever. That is such a wonderful salvation that no monetary 
value could be placed upon it.. 

2. Secondly, he is born again or born from above (Titus
3:5, 6). At his first birth, he was born with a wicked, incurable, 
fallen nature. When he is born again, he receives a new nature-
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the very life of Christ Himself. Can any adequate value be 
placed on such a blessing? 

3. Again, he is justified (Romans 5:1). This means that
God now declares him to be righteous. Instead of being clothed 
with the filthy rags of his own self-righteousness, he is now 
clothed with the very righteousness of God Himself. So perfect 
is his standing before God that no one can ever condemn him 
(Romans 8:33). In fact, he is now better off in Christ than he ever 
could have been in Adam-even if Adam had never sinned 
(Romans 5:15-21). The value of such grace beggars human 
description. 

4. He is redeemed, that is, he has been bought back from
the slave market of sin (Colossians 1:14). And if this does not 
seem stupendous to you, just remember that the price of this 
redemption was the precious blood of Christ (I Peter 1: 18, 19). 
Could the Lord have cared for a sinner so much that He would. 
pay such a price? He did! Just think of it! 

5. The believer receives the forgiveness of sins (Ephesians
1 :7). Those sins are removed by God_ as far at the east is from 
the west (Psalm 103:12). He has promised that He will remem
ber them no more (Hebrews 8:12). Angels might well gasp at 
such an exhibition of grace. 

6. Next, he is reconciled (Romans 5:10). No longer is there
enmity between him and his God. Peace has been made through 
the blood 0f Christ's cross. The Lord Jesus has settled the sin 
question, and now the conflict is over. Such a peace is priceless. 

7. The Christian is sanctified (I Corinthians 1 :2). This
means that God has set him apart from the world to belong 
to Himself. It also means that God undertakes to make the be
liever more and more Christlike. As has been said, He is so 
pleased with His beloved Son that He wants to make many 
more like Him. Such grace causes the saint to cry, "Whence 
this waste of love to me!" 

8 .. Every believer is baptized by the Holy Spirit into the 
body of Christ (I Corinthians 12:13). He becomes a member 
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of the true church, which is an object lesson to the angelic hosts 
of the manifold wisdom of God (Ephesians 3:10). He also be
comes a member of the bride of Christ, a position that speaks 
more of intimacy and affection than human language can ex
press. 

9. The Holy Spirit is given to the saint as an earnest or
pledge of what is to follow (Ephesians 1:14). Just as surely as he 
has the Holy Spirit, so surely will he receive the heavenly inherit
ance. He is as sure of heaven as if he were already there. This 
is what God's grace does for those who trust the Savior. 

10. The Holy Spirit is also given as the seal of ownership
(Ephesians 1: 13). No created being could ever be labeled more 
royally than this. The believer is marked out by God as belong
ing to Him by the gift of the Holy Spirit. Who but God could 
act so graciously toward unworthy men? 

11. Still more staggering is the fact that the believer is
indwelt by the Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 6: 19). To think that 
one of the members of the Godhead should dwell in the Christian! 
Indeed, the Scriptures teach that all three members of the Trinity 
dwell in the saint. His body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (I Co
rinthians 6: 19). His heart is Christ's home (Ephesians 3: 17; 
Colossians 1 :27). He is indwelt by God, the Father (Ephesians 
4:6). 

12. He is accepted in the beloved One (Ephesians 1 :6).
He now stands before God in all the acceptability of God's be
loved Son. 

''Near, so very near to God, 
I could not nearer be, 
For in the Person of His Son, 
I am as near as He." 

He has a perfect position before God because Christ has that 
position. And he will be accepted as long as Christ is accepted 
-forever!

13. He is complete in Christ (Colossians 2:10). This means
that he has, in Christ, all that he needs to make him fit for 
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heaven. In fact, because he is in Christ, he is as fit for heaven 
as God can make him. He might live a life of faithfulness and 
devotion to Christ for many years after his conversion, but this 
will not make him any more fit for heaven. It will increase his 
enjoyment of heaven and his rewards in heaven. But his fitness 
for heaven depends entirely on his being in Christ, and nothing 
can improve on that perfect position. 

14. The believer is a child of God (John 1: 12). He can
look up into the face of the God of the universe and call Him 
"my Father." No relationship in the world can compare with 
being a child of the King. In addition, he becomes a member 
of God's world-wide family. All true Christians are now his 
brothers and sisters in Christ. These people are the salt of the 
earth, and to enjoy their fellowship is one of the great joys of 
living. 

15. He is adopted as a son of God (Galatians 4:4-7). Not
only is he a child in the family, but he is also an adult son. 
He is no longer under legal bondage but is treated like a mature 
person, with all the privileges and responsibilities of a mature 
member of the family. Grace could have done less than this; it 
could have simply delivered men from hell. "But where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound" (Romans 5 :20). 

16. The believer is loved by God as Christ is loved by God.
We would not dare to say such a thing unless it \Vas clearly stated 
in the Bible. It seems too astonishing to be true. But there it is 
in the high-priestly prayer of our Lord Jesus: 

"Thou ... hast loved them, as thou hast loved me." 
(John 17:23b) 

"Dear, so very dear to God, 
I could not dearer be; 
The love wherewith He loves His Son, 
Such is His love to me." 

And we might add, "Such love passes knowledge." 

17. The child of God receives eternal life (John 5:24).
Eternal life means the life of the Lord Jesus. It is not something 
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the Christian receives when he dies; it is his possession the 
moment he believes on Christ. And it will never end. It is more 
precious than rubies, and all the things you could desire are 
not to be compared to it. 

18. The saint is an heir of God and a joint-heir with Jesus
Christ (Romans 8:17). All that God owns is to be shared with 
His own. It seems incredible; yet it is absolutely true that the 
humblest believer can say, ""All things are mine, and I am 
Christ's, and Christ is God's." See I Corinthians 3:22, 23. If a 
man were to give all the substance of his house for this blessing, 
it would utterly be despised. 

19. The believer has access to God in prayer (Ephesians
2: 18). At any moment of the day or night, he may have audi
ence with the Sovereign of the universe. Men of this world count 
it a distinct privilege to be received by a king or president once 
in a lifetime. How much greater is the privilege of God's children! 

20. He becomes the object of the Lord's constant care as
Advocate and High Priest (I John 2:1; Hebrews 10:21, 22). 
What a marvel-to think that Christ is ceaselessly at work in 
heaven on behalf of His own, silencing the accuser, pleading the 
merits of His atoning work, and ministering grace to His people 
for every time of need! 

21. The Christian is a priest to God (I Peter 2:5, 9). He is
privileged to offer up spiritual sacrifices-his person, his praise, 
and his possessions. And he is given the unspeakable honor of 
showing forth the praises of the One Who called him out of 
darkness into His marvelous light. 

22. God's child is a citizen of heaven (Philippians 3 :20,
R.V.). If men on earth are proud of their nationality, how much
more can the Christian rejoice in the fact that heaven is his
native land and that he is here and now an ambassador of the
King (II Corinthians 5 :20).

23. The believer is destined to be glorified with Christ.
Of all his blessings, this is perhaps the most amazing. Every 
child of God is destined to be with Christ and like Him forever. 
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The glory which God gave to the Lord Jesus as reward for His 
wonderful work of redemption-this glory Christ shares with 
His people (John 17:22). This truth is so wonderful that language 
seems insufficient to describe it. But it makes men worshippers! 

24. The Christian will one day be manifested as a son of
God (I John 3:2). The world at the present time does not un
derstand him. It does not appreciate him. It does not know 
who he really is. But when Christ returns in power and great 
glory, His people will return with Him. A wondering universe 
will then realize that the Christians it formerly scorned were 
actually the sons of God. 

And these are just a few of the priceless treasures which 
God has prepared for those who love Him. Throughout eternity, 
He will be revealing to. His people the exceeding riches of His 
grace in His kindness toward them through Christ Jesus (Ephe
sians 2:7). Think of that! It will take all eternity for God Himself 
to reveal the treasures He has laid up for His children. 

Until then, the best we can do is to say with the apostle 
Paul, "Blessed be· the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ" (Ephesians 1 :3). 
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ASSURANCE 

Is it possible for a person to know that he is saved and 
bound for heaven? 

In answering this question, it should first of all be pointed 
out that if salvation were by works, such assurance would be 
impossible. A person could never be positive that he had per
formed enough good works or the right kind. In addition, since 
his salvation would depend on the continuance of a perfect life, 
he could never have confidence that he would continue to meet 
this requirement. 

Those who believe that salvation is dependent on their 
personal character or good works invariably betray this fact by 
their speech. You ask one man, "Are you saved?", and he is 
likely to reply, "I am working at it." In other words, he expects 
to earn salvation, not to receive it as a gift. 

You ask another man, "Are you going to heaven?", and he 
replies, "I will not know until I die." He has the idea that God 
will then weigh his good deeds and his bad deeds, and that his 
destiny will depend on which deeds are the heavier. 

You ask a third man, and he replies, "I hope so," or "I 
think so," or "I am as good as others." All of these answers 
indicate that he is trying to earn God's approval, and he is never 
sure. 

But because salvation is by grace, it is possible to know 
with utmost certainty when one is saved. 

"Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to 
the end the promise might be SURE to all the seed." 

(Romans 4:16a) 

The only way in which God could devise a SURE salvation for 
mankind was by grace through faith. 
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Salvation by grace means that everything depends on God 
and nothing depends on man. When everything depends on 
God, there is no possibility of failure. 

Salvation by grace means that eternal life is a gift. A person 
knows it when he accepts a gift. There is no room for doubt. 

Salvation by grace is based upon the finished work of 
Christ. Since He finished the work, man does not need to. He 
simply accepts what Christ has done for him. 

Paul knew that he was saved. He said, "I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him against that day" (II Timothy 1:12). 
See also Titus 3:5. 

The Ephesian believers knew they were saved, for Paul 
wrote to them, "By grace have ye been saved through faith" 
(Ephesians 2:8, R.V.). 

In fact, all the believers in the New Testament epistles arc 
addressed as those who had already been saved and knew it. 

To those who hold lingering convictions that salvation is 
somehow connected with good works, it sounds like presumption 
when a Christian says he is saved. Indeed, if salvation depended 
in the least degree upon what a man is or what he has done, 
then it would be unspeakable presumption for him to claim 
to have eternal life. 

But since salvation is by grace, there is no presumption 
involved. Dwight L. Moody realized this when he said, "I am 
not ashamed to say I am a �onverted man; it's no credit to me!" 

Those who deny the possibility of knowing one is saved 
are the ones who are guilty of presumption. They presume to 
contrad�ct God. He says it is possible to know (I John 5: 13). 
They say it is not. Therefore, they call God a liar (I John 5: 10). 

But how, then, does a Christian know that he has eternal 
life? How can he be sure that he has been saved? 

The answer in its brief est form is that assurance of sal
vation comes through the written Word of God. 

Now to explain. When God devised the gospel of grace, 
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He wanted those who trusted His Son to know beyond a shadow 
of a doubt that they had passed from death unto life. How could 
He best achieve this goal? What would be the surest thing in 
the universe upon which assurance of salvation could be based? 

The surest thing in the universe is God's own Word. If He 
says a t�ing, then it must be true. There is no possibility of 
error, failure or deceit. Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
God's Word will never pass away (Mark 13:31). It is settled 
forever. There is no element of chance in believing God. It is 
impossible ever to be disappointed through trusting Him. 

Therefore, God determined to grant assurance through 
His own Word, the Bible. In the Scriptures, He has gone on 
record as guaranteeing that everyone who believes on the Name 
of the Son of God has eternal life. 

"These things have I written unto you that believe on 
the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye 
have eternal life ... " (I John 5: 13) 
In other words, the Bible was written by God so that all 

who believe on Christ may know that they are saved. 

If you have trusted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, then 
you can know you have eternal life. How can you know? Be
cause God says so in His Word. Nothing could be more posi
tive than this. 

The trouble with many people is that they prefer to depend 
on their feelings to tell them they are saved. They think that 
when they trust Christ, they will experience mysterious, emotional 
feelings. They think that a warm glow will surge through their 
bodies. They expect something like electrical impulses to set the 
joy-bells ringing. When these fail to come, the poor people con
clude that they are not saved at all. 

They should realize that the Bible never speaks about feel• 
ing saved. They are looking for something that God never prom
ised. 

They should realize that feelings are a most undependable 
guide; they vary from hour to hour. Assurance of salvation based 
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upon such an uncertain foundation would not be worthy of the 
name. 

They should realize that, as Dr. Scofield has said, "J ustifica
tion takes place in the mind of God and not in the nervous system 
of the believer." It is a fact that is settled in heaven, rather than 
a feeling that is stimulated in the body. 

Of course, it is true that happy feelings often do follow 
one's conversion. Who would not feel happy to know he is saved? _· 
But the point is that the happy feelings do not tell us we are
saved. Rather, the knowledge that we are saved, based upon the 
unchanging Word of God, makes us feel happy. 

The dying thief did not know he was saved through any 
happy feelings. His body was racked with pain. He knew he was 
saved because he heard Christ say, "Today thou shalt be with 
me in paradise" (Luke 23:43). In other words, he based his as
surance on the Word of the Lord. 

The only difference with believers today is that they do 
not hear the voice of God audibly; in this age, God speaks as
surance through His written Word, the Bible. 

Of course, the Word of God is not the only means of as
surance. As one grows in the Christian life, he finds further as
surance through: 

1. Love for his Christian brethren (I John 3:14).
2. A new hatred of sin (Matthew 6:13).
3. A new love of holiness (I John 2:3).
4. A thirst for the Word of God (I Peter 2:2).
5. A consciousness of God's guidance, etc. (Romans

8:14).
But the very moment he trusts the Lord Jesus, he can know 

he is saved because the Bible says so. 
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ETERNAL SECURITY 

The question we now face is whether salvation is forever, 
or whether a person can be saved and then lost again. 

There are those who maintain that when a person is genuine
ly saved, he is saved forever. 

Others feel that this is a very dangerous doctrine which 
will encourage Christians into lives of sin. They state that one's 
salvation depends oii one's life, and that to sin would be to 
forfeit eternal life. 

If a person truly understands the gospel of the grace of 
God, he will readily see that the first view is the correct one. 
Anyone who is genuinely saved is saved forever. 

The following are a few of the Scriptural considerations 
which teach that the believer is eternally secure: 

1. First, every child of God was chosen in Christ before 
the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1 :4). The Father's election 
and predestination of His own insure their eventual salvation 
and eternal preservation (Romans 8:30). See also John 6:37. 

2. Salvation depends, not on what we do for God, but on
what He has done for us. It depends on the finished work of 
the Lord Jesus on the cross. That was a perfect and complete 
work (Hebrews 10:12). It cannot be added to or improved upon 
(Hebrews 10:18). To doubt eternal security is to dishonor the 
sufficiency of the Lord's atoning work. 

The believer's acceptance is in Christ, not in Himself. 
Therefore, it is a perfect and complete acceptance (Hebrews 
10: 14). It is as eternal as Christ Himself. 

3. God knew all about us before He saved us. He knew all
the sins we would ever commit. Yet He saved us just the same. 
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When the Lord Jesus died, He died for all our sins-past, present, 
and future. Actually, when He died they were all future-and He 
died for them all. Therefore, the penalty for all these sins has 
been paid once. God will not demand payment twice--first at 
the hands of Christ, and then at the hands of the believer. This 
would be unjust, and God could not act unjustly. 

4. As we have seen before, salvation is a gift. God does
not give one day and take back the next. "The gifts and callings 
of God are without repentance" (not subject to change or recall) 
(Romans 11 :29). 

5. Salvation is spoken of as a birth (John 3:3). When a
person is saved, he is born from above. ·He is henceforth a child 
of God (John 1:12). Now a birth is final and unchangeable. Once 
it has taken place, it can never be undone. A child may grieve 
or even disgrace his father, but the relationship still exists. 

So it is with the new birth. A Christian may sin and grieve 
the heart of God, but God is still his Father. This is clearly 
stated in I John 2:1, " ... And if any man sin, we have an ad
vocate with the Father." He is still our Father, even if we sin. 

Sin breaks fellowship with God, but not relationship. 
6. A believer is no more able to keep himself saved than

he was to save himself in the first place. When the Galatians 
attempted to do this, Paul asked them, "Are ye so foolish? 
Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the 
flesh?" (Galatians 3:3). 

7. God has paid too dearly for His people to ever give them
up. He saved us when we were His enemies. Will He abandon 
us now when we are His children? ''If, when we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life" (Romans 5:10). 

8. God promises eternal life to the believer. How long is
eternal? It is forever, "I give unto them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish" (John 10:28). See also John 3:16; John 3:36; John 
6:4 7. He will never go back on His promise. 

9. According to Romans 8:30, all who are justified will

50 



be glorified. To be glorified means to be taken to heaven, give� 
a new body, and removed forever from the presence of sin. The 
glorification of the believer is so certain that God speaks of it as 
if it had already taken place," ... whom he justified, them he also 
glorified." 

10. Salvation is an act which God undertakes to accomplish
for the believer. He not only guarantees to save in the first place, 
but to keep as well. 

"He is able to keep ... "(II Timothy 1: 12) 

"He which hath begun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ." (Philippians 1 :6) 

"Unto him that is able to keep you from falling." (Jude 
24) 

11. The believer's preservation is assured by the present
ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ as High Priest and Advocate at 
the right hand of God. 

John 17:1-26 (Christ prays that His own might be 
kept). 

Romans 5:9, 10, "We shall be saved by his life," that 
is, by His present life and ministry for us in heaven. 

Hebrews 7 :25, "He ever liveth to make intercession 
for them." 
I John 2:1, "We have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous." 

12. Nothing can ever separate the believer from the love
of God-"neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord " .(Romans 
8:38, 39). 

13. The Holy Spirit of God is said to indwell the believer
forever. "He shall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you forever " (John 14:16, 17). See also I John 2:27. 
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14. The believer is also said to be sealed by the Holy Spirit
unto the day of red"'�hption (Ephesians 4:30). And the Holy Spirit 
is the "earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession" (Ephesians 1:13, 14). This guarantees His 
ministry for the child of God until heaven is reached at last. 

From all of the above, it should be evident that the Christian 
is "kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready 
to be revealed in t�e last time" (I Peter 1 :5). 

To say that this is a dangerous doctrine is to show a decided 
lack of appreciation of the meaning of grace. Also, it creates 
the fantastic idea that whenever a person is saved, he immediately 
has a strong urge to commit fornication, murder, and other vile 
sins, and that unless he is restrained by fear of punishment, he 
will actually do these things. 

What are the facts? 
The facts are these: 
1. Instead of encouraging men to sin, the doctrine of eternal

security presents the strongest reason why men should not sin. 
The knowledge that God has provided a full, free and eternal 
salvation makes the believer want"to serve Him forever. 

Love is a stronger force than fear of punishment. Men 
will do, out of a sense of love, what they would never do through 
fear. Love binds the heart like nothing else does. "It is not 
necessary that men should be kept in continual dread of dam
nation to render them circumspect. Love is the noblest and 
strongest principle of obedience; a sense of God's love to us will 
increase our desire to please Him"-Robinson. 

Therefore, the Christian does not live a holy life in order 
to retain his salvation, but through love to the One Who saved 
him. To him, it is a greater crime to sin against grace than 
against law. 

2. Secondly, when a person is- saved, he receives a new
nature (II Peter 1 :4). Instead of having a strong urge to sin, the 
Christian has a hatred of sin which he never had before. 

This new nature not only creates a horror of sin, but causes. 
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the believer to be most miserable when he does sin. To have 
one's fellowship with the Father broken is one of the greatest 
tragedies of the Christi�n life. It is to experience shame for 
indulging in that which caused the death of our Savior. It is to 
experience the chastisement of a loving heavenly Father. It is 
to experience loss of reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ 
(I Corinthians 3: 15). Not until the erring Christian confesses and 
forsakes that sin is he restored to the full fellowship of his Lord. 

Of course, a man may profess to be saved, and then go out 
and live in sin. It is not just that he commits occasional acts of 
sin, but he practices sin. It is the habit of his life. Here it is not 
a matter of the person's having been saved and then lost. This 
man proves by his behavior that he never was genuinely saved 
at all. He is merely a false professor who has never truly ex
perienced the grace of God. 

But for those who have genuinely trusted the living, loving 
Savior, there is the unfailing promise of God that He will take 
them safely home to heaven. They can sing with the utmost 
confidence: 

"My name from the palms of His hands, 
Eternity will not erase; 
Imprest on His heart it remains, 
In marks of indelible grace. 
Yes, I to the end shall endure, 
As sure as the earnest is given, 
More happy but not more secure, 
The souls of the blessed in heaven." 
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MAN'S RE_SPONSE TO GOD'S GRACE 

When a person begins to realize what God's grace has 
done for him, it changes his whole life. He can never be the 
same again. 

First of all, he is overwhelmed with a sense of his own 
unworthiness. It seems utterly incredible that God should show 
such kindness to such a sinner. · His amazement struggles for 

. 

expression: 
"How Thou canst think so well of me, 
And be the God Thou art, 
Is darkness to my intellect, 
But sunshine to my heart." 

He adopts the language of Ruth when she said- to Boaz, 
"Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take 
kn9wledge of me, seeing I am a stranger?" (Ruth 2: 10). 

Or he exclaims with David, "Who am I, 0 Lord Jehovah, 
and what is my house_ that thou hast brought me thus far? 
And this was yet a small thing in thine eyes, 0 Lord Jehovah; 
but thou hast spoken also of thy servant's house for a great while 
to come ... "(II Samuel 7:18, 19, A.S.V.). 

Or he borrows the words of Mephibosheth to David, "What 
is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog 
as I am?" (II Samuel 9:8). 

Or perhaps he uses the protest of the centurion, "Lord, I 
am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof" (Mat
thew 8:8). 

In any event, he is consumed by the sheer wonder that he 
should ever be invited to the gospel feast. 
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"While all our eyes and all our hearts 
Join to admire the feast, 
Each of us cries with thankful heart, 
'Lord, why am I a guest'!' 

" 'Why hast Thou made me hear Thy voice, 
And enter while there's room; 
While thousands make a wretched choice, 
They'd rather starve than come.' " 

Coupled with this sense of personal unworthiness is a pro
found conviction of the supreme worthiness of the Lord. The 
one who has come to know the grace of God instinctively falls 
to his knees and acknowledges that all glory belongs to Him: 

"Worthy of homage and of praise, 
Worthy by all to be adored; 
Exhaustless theme of heavenly lays, 
Thou, Thou art worthy, Jesus Lord." 

He expresses his utter inability to tell forth all he feels u 
to the worthiness of his Lord and Savior: 

"Join all the glorious names 
Of wisdom, love and power, 
That mortals ever knew, 
That angels ever bore; 
All are too mean to speak His worth, 
Too mean to set the Savior forth." 

He is compelled to pour out the devotion of his poor heart 
with such words as these: 

"Great God of wonders! All Thy ways 
Display Thine attributes divine, 
But the bright glories of Thy grace 
Above Thine other wonders shine; 
Who is a pard'ning God like Thee? 
Or who has grace so rich and free?" 
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Or he cries with childlike simplicity: 
"My song is love unknown, 
My Saviour's love to me, 
Love to the loveless shown, 
That they might lovely be. 
0 who am I that for my sake 
My Lord should take frail flesh and die?" 

In addition to this inward compulsion to worship the Lord, 
the believer is faced with the inescapable conclusion that the 
only reasonable tp.ing he can do now is to turn himself over 
to the Lord-spirit, soul, and body. He sings with new meaning: 

"Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an off'ring far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my heart, my life, my all�" 

·He seizes upon the words of the apostle Paul, "The love
of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one 
died for all, then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
him which died for them, and rose again" (II Corinthians 
5:14, 15). 

He sees that the mercies of God demand his body, a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God . . . his reasonable service 
(Romans 12:1, 2). He realizes that because he has been bought, 
he no longer belongs to himself, and so he says, "I love my 
Master; . I will not go out free." 

To eyes that have seen the grace of God, no sacrifice can 
ever seem too great. The Lord is counted worthy of the Chris
tian's intellect, his talents, his youth, his time, his ,vhole life. 
Even suffering is counted a privilege in view of Calvary. 

Then the grace of God touches a man's pocketbook. Per
haps for the first time the Christian realizes that all belongs to 
Him. It is no longer a question, "How much must I give to the 
church?", but rather, "How much can I give to the Lord and to 
His work?" 
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"Naught that I have my own I'll call, 
I'll hold it for the Giver; 
My heart, my strength, my life, my all, 
Are His, and His forever." 

And the heart that overflows with thanksgiving to God will 
never be content to give what can be easily spared, but will 
rather determine: "I will not off er unto the Lord that which cost 
me nothing." (See II Samuel 24:24.) 

"How can I, Lord, withhold life's brightest hour 
From Thee, or gathered gold, or any power? 
Why should I keep one precious thing from Thee 
When Thou hast given Thyself, Thy life for me?" 

Another result of God's grace in a person's life is a divine 
constraint to holiness. The grace of God teaches him that, deny
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, he should live soberly, right
eously, and godly in this present world (Titus 2:11). The re
membrance of what his sins cost the Savior makes him hate 
sin with a new passion. Far from encouraging him to sin, as 
some maintain, the grace of God provides the strongest pos
sible reason why he should not sin. 

Still further, God's grace to a sinner inevitably makes 
that man a missionary. He can no longer be unconcerned about 
his fell ow men. He feels a tremendous sense of indebtedness 
to them all (Romans 1: 14). Like F. W. H. Myers, he says: 

"Only like souls I see the folk thereunder, 
Bound who should conquer, slaves who should be kings, 
Hearing their one hope with an empty wonder, 
Sadly contented with a show of things:-

"Then with a rush the intolerable craving 
Shivers throughout me like a trumpet call-
Oh, to save these! to perish for their saving, 
Die for their life, be offered for them all!" 
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Not only does the grace of God make a man a missionary; 
it makes him a lover of God's Word, the Bible. He will go to 
it expectantly, waiting to hear the voice of his Beloved. He will 
pore over its pages, as a man searching for hidden treasure. 
He will esteem its precepts more than his necessary food. He 
will explore it for God's mind concerning the church, the Jewish 
nation, the Gentiles, and the prophetic future. 

And God's grace will create within a man the desire to com
mune with Him in prayer. To pray will no longer be an unin
teresting religious duty, but a blessed privilege. 

"Oh, the pure delight of a single hour 
That before Thy throne I spend, 
When I kneel in prayer, and with Thee, my God, 
I commune as friend with friend." 

Finally, a sense of God's grace will keep a person on the 
tiptoes of expectancy, awaiting his Lord's return. Grace teaches 
him to look for "that blessed hope and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Savior, Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:13). 

Then throughout a long eternity, God will reveal "the ex
ceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through 
Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 2:7). 

Such is His grace! Eternity itself will not exhaust the 
theme! 
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