
Htonement Savetb, 

THE truth expressed by these words is the great 
key-stone of our hopes for time, and for eternity. 

Atonement brings to all those who are under it 
(not salvability merely but) SALVATION. All who 
are of the family of faith are under it. What then 
do we mean by Atonement? 

ATONEMENT or APPEASEMENT is a priestly work 
of the Lord Jesus directed towards God, whereby by 
one oblation finished on the Cross, He has satisfied 
for ever* the claims of the Divine Government, and 
procured for all His believing people, not only 
pardon, but acceptance, and rewardableness accord
ing to the value of His own meritorious obedience, 
which has been presented to God, and accepted by 
God for them. 

The claims of God's holy government in relation 
to man were made known at Sinai. Thence He pro
mulgated His Law—a Law whose claims cannot be 
remitted or lowered, because they are founded on 
His own essential and unchanging holiness. The 
great mandatory commandment of the Lord is, 
Thou shalt love God perfectly, and manifest that 
love in thought and in action, perfectly and always. 

* Bis TO dirjvenes—in perpetuity. 
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The great prohibitory commandment is, " Thou 
shalt not desire," (OVK «rt0v/*>jo-«s, see Rom. vii. 7)— 
that is, thou shalt not desire anything evil—anything 
that is forbidden by God. 

The Law pronounced blessing and eternal life on 
any who should keep i t ; but it pronounced curse 
and eternal judgment on all who should violate it 
even once, if only in thought " Cursed is every one 
who continueth not in all things that are written in 
the book of the Law to do. them" (Gal. iii. 10). 
From Mount Gerizim was pronounced the blessing: 
from Mount Ebal the curse. 

The Law cannot remit or lower its claims; for its 
claims are founded on the essential and unchanging 
holiness of God. And the Law, having been promul
gated, must be fulfilled. "Verily I say unto you, 
till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the Law till all be 
fulfilled." 

The Law demanded:— 
I. The absence of all wilful transgression. 

II. The absence of sins of ignorance. 
III. Perfectness in the inner man. 
IV. Perfectness in developed character. 
V. Unreserved and unremitting devotedness to 

God. 

But we naturally have none of these things. In
stead of being without wilful transgressions, and 
without sins of ignorance, in both we abound. 
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Instead of perfectness in the inner man, un
fathomable depths of corruption are there. 

Instead of perfectness of character, the things 
that ought to be absent are present, and the things 
that ought to be present are absent. 

Instead of being unreservedly devoted to God, 
we are unreservedly devoted to ourselves. 

Such is our condition. And all this moral le
prosy has come upon us as a consequence of the 
Fall. It is the result of Adam's first sin, for with 
him we had, by God's appointment, a legal oneness. 
He sinned, and his trangression brought upon 
him, and upon us, " judgment unto condemnation" 
—one of the first and chief results of that judg
ment being, the presence and dominance in us of 
Indwelling Sin, whereby all power of doing good is 
supplanted by the abiding presence of energetic 
evil. Who can tell the thrill of anguish and horror 
unutterable that must come on the soul when, in 
eternity, it too late discerns the truth of these 
things. 

We are thus shut up into utter hopelessness. 
We find ourselves heirs of wrath, strong for evil, 
powerless for good. " The Law worketh wrath." 
" If there could have been a law which could have 
given life, verily righteousness should have been 
by the Law, but the Scripture hath concluded 
all under sin." The Law can stir up the work
ings of sin within us: it can work " all manner of 
concupiscence" {see Rom. vii.): but it cannot 
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deliver from those workings. " By the Law is 
the knowledge of sin." " The Law entered that the 
offence might abound" (Rom. v.).* 

* It is the prerogative of God alone to determine, and by 
His Law to make known unto us, what is and what is not, 
sin. Man is full of sin; and yet he knows it not " I had 
not known sin but by the Law, for I had not known lust [evil 
desire, oriSu/ua] except the Law had said, Thou shah not 
lust—O<IK 6ri0ivM)<re«. In our flesh there is nothing but evil 
desire" ("The flesh lusteth against the Spirit"); and that 
evil desire is sin. 

Men refuse to acknowledge this. Wilful disobedience is 
the only form of sin that they recognise. Thus, in a " Cate
chism for the Salvation Army," published by Mr. Booth, 
he says, in answer to the question "What is sin?" "Sin 
consists in doing that which we know to be wrong, 
inwardly or outwardly, or in not doing that which we know 
to be right? This statement is in direct contradiction to 
that I have just quoted from the Romans. Our apprehen. 
sions, not God's Law, are, by Mr. Booth, made the test of 
what is and what is not sin. Sins of ignorance are no sins 
according to Mr. Booth : and yet for sins of ignorance the 
Sin Offering was specifically appointed by God. Paul, whilst 
persecuting the saints, thought he was doing God service ; 
consequently, according to Mr. Booth, he sinned not Yet 
Paul calls himself "the chief of sinners." Shall we say that 
he was mistaken? 

Mr. Booth further says : — 
"Does God require obedience to a law, the keeping of 

which He knows to be utterly impossible?" 
" No. We cannot imagine a benevolent Being requiring 

from us that which is impossible, and then condemning us 
for not doing it. His service is a reasonable service, and His 
commandments are not grievous."—Catech., p. 4. 

Did not God legislate from Sinai? Did He not thence 
promulgate a Law which He knew that man, because of his 
innate sinfulness, could not keep; but which man, igno
rant of that innate sinfulness, said that he could keep? Are 
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There never could have been any hope for such 
as we, if God, in the infinitude of His grace, had 
not been pleased to declare that His holy Courts 
admit the principle of SUBSTITUTIONAL service. 
Further, He announces that He has appointed for 
all " who are of faith," a surety (eyyvos) or sponsor, 
who undertaking all their responsibilities, has become 
their alter ego—their other self, and accomplished 
in their stead all that is needed to supply a valid 
and sure title to everlasting life in glory. 

The Eternal Son voluntarily undertook to be 
that Sponsor. Humbling Himself to be born of a 
woman, and made under the Law (that so He 

we not expressly told by the Apostle, that the object of God 
in thus legislating was to prove to men their incapacity, and 
to magnify the riches of His own grace in providing One 
who should substitutionally obey, and substitutionally suffer? 
" If there had been a Law given which could have given 
life, verily righteousness should have been by the Law. 
But the Scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the 
promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to them 
that believe." 

Mr. Booth further says :— 
"What then is the law that He expects us to keep?" 
" The law of love, as laid down and described by Jesus 

Christ, when He said:—' Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart,' or, in other words, love and serve God, 
according to your knowledge and ability, and He will be 
satisfied."—Cateck., p. 4. 

This, certainly, is not the doctrine taught to us in the 
Epistles to the Romans and the Galatians. " It is a different 
gospel which is not another." Shall we follow Mr. Bootfi or 
the Apostle ? Will his words, or the Apostle's, be recognised 
as true in the last day? 
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might fulfil the Law) He formally assumed the 
responsibilities of all the family of faith, engaging 
to do everything, and to suffer everything that was 
necessary Godward, in order to deliver them from 
wrath, and secure to them an inalienable title to 
life and glory. His appointment to this Suretyship 
was founded on the Justice of God, which required 
that there be no sin that was not punished; and 
it was founded also on the Love of God, who 
determined not only to deliver from wrath, but to 
bring also to His own bosom, and unto His glory 
those who personally deserved wrath. It was 
necessary, therefore, that that Substitute should, in 
the stead of His people (even all who should be
lieve) meet every requirement of God's Law that 
demanded perfectness of obedient service; and 
likewise that He should bear all the penalties 
appointed to Him as the Substitute, because of 
our disobedience: for we owe unto God a double 
debt—a debt of obedience, and because of failure 
in that, a debt of penal suffering. Both must be 
paid. The penalties must be borne, and the 
perfect obedience rendered, otherwise there could 
be no atonement, and consequently, no salvation. 
'• Not one jot or one tittle shall in any wise 
pass from the law till all be fulfilled." God must 
be righteous and uphold the claims of His holy 
Government, before He can justify. He does not 
forgive until the service of "the Righteous One, 
His Servant," has enabled Him to say, I have 
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"glorified the Law and made it honourable." 
Accordingly, of our holy and blessed Substitute it 
is written, "This is His name whereby He shall 
be called, Jehovah our righteousness" (Jer. xxiii. 
6): and to forgiven Jerusalem (and equally unto 
us) it is said, "This is that which shall be unto 
her proclaimed, Jehovah is our righteousness."* 
Thus, and thus only, are all the family of faith, 
whether in earth or in heaven, enabled to say, " I 
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be 
joyful in my God : for He hath clothed me with 
the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh 
himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth 
herself with her jewels " (Isa. lxi. 10). 

Accordingly, after having, as our Sponsor, fulfilled 
in our stead "all righteousness," and glorified God 
perfectly in life, He glorified Him also by obedience 
unto death. He gave Himself up to be "led as 
a Lamb to the slaughter." He "brought up 
[awjvey/ce]t our sins" (that is, the sins of all His 

* Jer. xxxiii. 16. Such is the correct rendering of this 
passage. Jerusalem is not called "Jehovah our righteous
ness." 

t Avtufxpu does not mean simply "to bear." That is ex
pressed by 0fp«, or /SooTofw, or cupw. It means to bring up, 
for the purpose of presentation, whether for acceptance or 
for penalty. Thus it is said of the Lord Jesus that He 
offered up Himself—eatn-w areveyicas. See also Heb. ix. 27. 
"As it is appointed unto men once to die, and after that 
JUDGMENT, so Christ having been once offered e« TO 
aveveyKear [i.e., to bring up for judgment] the sins of many, 
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believing people), in " His own body, to the tree" 
for judgment; and there they received judgment 
from the hand of God, as it is written, " a curse of 
God is he that hangeth on a tree." There the 
hand of man in all its power was put forth against 
Him : there the hand of Satan in all its power 
(for Satan had a title to bruise His heel) was 
likewise put forth against Him: there it " pleased 
Jehovah to bruise Him, and to put Him to grief," 
and so " His soul was made an offering for sin." 

"Many bulls have compassed me : 
Strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round. 
They gaped upon me with their mouths, 
As a ravening and a roaring lion. 
I am poured out like water, 
And all my bones are out of joint: 
My heart is like wax; 
It is melted in the midst of my bowels. 
My strength is dried up like a potsherd ; 
And my tongue cleaveth to my jaws ; 
And THOU hast brought me into the dust of death." 

Such were the words of the Lord Jesus when He 
felt the power of that devouring fire of wrath 
which was kindled against Him when " He brought 

shall the second time, apart from sin, be seen by those who 
look for Him, unto SALVATION." Men, as men, meet 
"judgment" : believing men find "salvation." See also I Pet 
ii. 24 : " Who Himself brought up (avyveyicev) our sins in His 
own body to the Tree." Here there is the same thought of 
presentation for judgment as in the passage just quoted 
from the Hebrews. See W@}, as used in this sense in Isaiah 
Hii. 12. Sept. avqveyict. 
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up our sins" for judgment. See all the passages 
in which *P£ is used sacrificially. 

But at the same moment that He bore the curse 
of God's violated law in our stead, He also in our 
stead presented unto God His own essential, in
separable perfectness. He "offered up Himself": 
and He was Emmanuel—" the man that is My 
fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts." He was made a 
curse for us; but at the same time He gave " Him
self for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet-smelling savour" (Eph. v. 2.) The words 13!? 
to burn up in the devouring flame, and IBR. to burn 
for fragrance, are both sacrificially applied to Him. 
His direst suffering was the result and the evidence 
of His perfected obedience, and of that inconceivable 
fulness of love which He bore towards God, and 
towards God's people—a fulness which God alone 
could understand and appreciate. Truly He glorified 
God in the fires, for He was bearing the curse of 
God, in order that He might glorify God, and save 
God's people. Never, therefore, did God delight in 
Him more than when, for our sake, He was bruising 
Him; for all that He suffered had for its object 
the glorifying God's justice, that God might be 
enabled righteously to manifest His love. We may 
bruise frankincense and burn it; but the more we 
bruise or burn it, the more we find its intrinsic 
fragrance developed. Fragrance is the only possible 
result The frankincense has been bruised and 
burned: its fragrance has ascended up before Him: 
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He has welcomed it: and the feeblest believer 
stands under the ascription of its preciousness for 
ever and ever. 

In thinking of the work of the Lord Jesus on 
the Cross, we have also to remember that He was 
there a Priest as well as a sacrifice. All the words 
applied to Him as the Offerer in Hebrews ix. are 
priestly. No sacrifice could be offered on the altar 
save by the hands of a Priest " Every high priest 
is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifice ; wherefore it 
is of necessity that this man [Jesus] should have 
something also to offer" (see Heb. viii. 3). The 
sacrifice offered must not only be in itself perfect, 
but the manner of its offering must be likewise 
perfect. None but one who was "Jehovah's fellow" 
(see Zech, xiii.) could offer unto Jehovah worthily. 
Accordingly, as no one but Emmanuel was suited 
to be a sacrifice, so no one but Emmanuel could be 
a Priest competent to offer. It needed One who 
had perfect acquaintance with and perfect fellowship 
with the ways and the holiness of God. It needed 
One who appreciated fully the nature of sin, and 
understood what was involved in the infinitude of 
man's moral distance from God. Such knowledge 
of sin and of holiness, no creature hath ; and there
fore, no One except He who was " Jehovah's fellow," 
could have so thought, or felt, or spoken, as to 
"offer" meetly. But Jesus was "Jehovah's fellow." 
He was the Son of the Father's bosom—"the 
brightness of His glory, and the express image of 
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His Person." No one could be an atoning sacri
fice, and no one an atoning Priest, except He. 
Accordingly, He presented Himself, and offered. 
His service was accepted, the Aaronic priesthood 
ceased, and He was accosted (Trpoa-ayopevdas) of God 
as a High Priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedek—One who reigns in the power of 
everlasting righteousness, and everlasting peace, and 
thence comes forth to minister for ever, both now 
and in eternity, things that " eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard," for the sustainment and blessedness 
of God's people: for He is " a Priest for ever." 
He entered on His eternal Melchisedek Priest
hood after He had accomplished all that had 
been foreshadowed in the Aaronic Priesthood of 
atonement (Lev. xvi.), and in the Aaronic Priest
hood of presentation. Faith, therefore, in contem
plating the Cross, and Him who offered on it, 
sees there not only the holy Victim, but the great 
atoning Priest clothed in the holy white linen 
garments, and with the linen mitre upon His 
head, approaching God in His heavenly sanctuary 
with incense and with blood, there to offer, and 
there to apply in the manner worthy of God, the 
perfectness of His One oblation. It needed not 
only that the Victim should be perfect, but that 
the manner of its presentation should be perfect 
likewise. This could not have been unless Jesus, 
in atoning, had been Priest as well as Sacrifice. 

That which He had to do and to suffer as the 
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Sponsor, was determined by the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, before the world was. 
God only knows, and He only could appoint that 
which was necessary on the part of the Sponsor 
to satisfy the claims of His holiness and justice. 
All things (whether little or great) that were then 
appointed to the Sponsor were, when once 
appointed, alike necessary to fulfil the work which 
the Sponsor undertook to accomplish. 

His work in making Atonement was distinctly 
God-ward. Atonement has God for its object. 
The Priest in atoning has his face turned towards 
God. JUSTICE had to be satisfied, and in order 
to satisfy JUSTICE, wrath must be appeased both 
by the appointed penalties (the penalties appointed 
to the Sponsor) being borne, and also by absolute 
perfectness being presented. "Go quickly unto the 
congregation," said Moses to Aaron, "and make an 
atonement for them: for there is wrath gone out 
from the Lord; the plague is begun. And Aaron 
took as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst 
of the congregation: and behold, the plague was 
begun among the people And he stood 
between the dead and the living ; and the plague 
was stayed " (Numbers xvi. 46). 

These words should ever be present to our minds 
when we think of Atonement. The expressions 
used both in the Old Testament and the New, to 
denote Atonement, distinctly indicate offering 
presented unto God to appease wrath. 
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Our Surety's service was voluntary, and therefore 
meritorious. It was the service not of a creature, 
but of Emmanuel: therefore it was infinitely meri
torious. God only could estimate its value. He 
has estimated it: and according to its value He 
has blessed the family of faith. They are not 
merely pardoned: they are not merely accepted. 
They are accepted under the value of an infinite 
meritoriousness, according to which the award is. 
Their rewardableness is according to the merits of 
their Sponsor. Their title is founded exclusively on 
that which their Sponsor has wrought in their stead. 
Such is the necessary result of the legal oneness 
which God has granted them with Him. Having 
appointed that, He also appointed to them as one 
of the results, union in Life with Him through the 
Spirit. It is one of the rewards granted to them, 
in consequence of their standing under the meri
toriousness of their Surety. But the title to this, 
and all other blessings given, whether in earth or 
in heaven, is founded on the meritoriousness result
ing from the legal oneness. The links in the golden 
chain of blessing are many. They are not to be 
separated; but they must be considered separately. 

Union through the Spirit with Christ as the 
Second Man, the last Adam (always the fore-
appointed heritage of God's people), is actually 
granted to them the moment they are brought 
into the fold of faith. They become one with 
Him in glory, and will in due time be changed 
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into His risen likeness; and so will reign with 
Him in life above the heavens. " If by the offence 
of the one, death reigned by means of the one, 
much more shall they that receive the abounding 
of grace, and of the gift of righteousness, reign in 
life through THE ONE Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. 17). 
Their redemption, so far as regards the payment 
of the mighty price, is complete. It was finished 
on the Cross: but " the redemption of appropria
tion " (as it is called in the Ephesians), that is to 
say, the time when that which has been redeemed 
shall be manifestly appropriated by Him who has 
redeemed it, is not yet come. For this believers 
wait. In the meanwhile, even whilst yet militant 
in the earth, whilst yet having to say, "in me, 
that is in my flesh, there dwelleth no good thing," 
they are delivered from their natural condition of 
servitude to Sin. Sin is no longer their master; 
though it struggles to regain its mastership, it 
never can. Its title to reign over them is annulled 
(Karapyeirai) by the Cross, and they are transferred 
into the service of Another—the service of God. 
They stand no longer " under Law," but " under 
grace." In order that they may have the practical 
power of serving God, " the new man " is created 
in them, and the Holy Ghost is sent abidingly to 
dwell in them, that by Him " the new man " might 
be strengthened and sustained. Thus sure results, 
more or less developed, are produced—results not 
dependent on the feeble and fickle will of the 
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creature, but wrought by the faithful and effectual 
power of God. 

These and many like things are inseparable con
comitants of pardon. None who are unpardoned 
have them; but the pardoned have them; and 
that, inalienably and for ever. The results, there
fore, of being protected by Atonement are not 
contingent and doubtful, but fixed and certain. 
Sure blessings are received, though the degrees of 
development may vary. All who are brought under 
Atonement are brought into a new relation to God. 
They stand upon a new platform. Naturally, 
Death, surely leading to the Second death (the 
result of " judgment unto condemnation "), reigns 
over us ; but when brought under Atonement, grace 
reigns over us unto eternal life. This is a radical 
change of relation to the government of God. The 
Covenant of grace, sealed in the blood of the 
Lamb, has also provided for us a Preserver—one 
who is a Shepherd and a Bishop of souls, and an 
Intercessor and Paraclete, and "a Friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother." 

To blessings such as these—things that" eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard," the Gospel, when received, 
bringeth. God "preacheth peace by Jesus Christ." 
The Lord Jesus in speaking of the sure blessedness 
of those who are within the fold of God, saith 
also, " I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out and find 
pasture." " The Spirit and the Bride say, Come. 
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And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst -come, and he that desireth (6 dekwv), 
let him take the water of life freely." 

The family of faith as atoned for rest within 
the fold. But they are instructed to point to " the 
door" by which they have entered, and to beseech 
others who are yet without to enter by that door, 
and to share their safety and blessedness—a bless
edness of which they are able to declare the 
ground, and explain the results. They keep not 
themselves. They are " preserved" (rqpovntvoi) as 
well as called (see Jude i). 

The people of God belong to the Temple of God 
—an " unseen Temple, not made with hands." It 
is their dwelling-place—their appointed home. By 
means of the ATONING OBLATION once made, 
that Temple has been filled with incense-like fra
grance, under which all the " Household of faith" 
stand. It encompasseth them in life, in death, in 
glory, and according to the excellency thereof they 
are blessed for ever. All is the result of the one 
ATONEMENT. 
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