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THE REVELATION 

THE PLACE AND PURPOSE OF THE BOOK 

I In Relation fo the Rest of Scripture. 

The Revelation was the last book of the Bible to be written and 
it holds the position of the last book in the New Testament. It is 
obviously in its proper place in the canon of Scripture for it deals 
with future events, unfolds the matters previously hidden and contains 
Christs's final messages to the Churches and to the world of men. 

It has special importance as the final message of the written Word 
and also as the only book of the written Word dictated or edited by 
Christ, the Living Word, Himself. 

As the last book it compares readily with the first book -
Genesis. As Genesis contains the seed-plot of the Bible, so Revelation 
shows the harvest. All the problems of life opened first to divine 
scrutiny in Genesis find their answer and solution in the book of 
the Revelation. The account of the creation in Genesis is balanced at 
the end of Revelation with the unfolding of the new heavens and th� 
new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. In Genesis the first man 
falls: in Revelation the last Adam - Christ the Lord - reigns as 
King of kings and Lord of lords. In Genesis men are banished from 
Paradise - in Revelation Paradise is regained. Satan as the serpent. 
appears in Genesis and Revelation is careful to record his finai 
punishment and doom. 

Il In Relation to God's Plan of the ages. 

The book was written about the year 96 A.D. at the e:1 .1 of the 
apostolic period by the last surviving apostle - John, the beloved. 
It deals with events from 96 A.D. to the eternal state, including what 
we now know to involve about 3000 years of human life on the earth. 

The death of Christ is the great dividing factor which stands 
between the earlier ages and the ages that follow. The Old Testament 
looked in anticipation to Christ and His redemption. The New Testa
ment is written in the light of the birth, death and resurrection of 
Christ as events that have been accomplished. The Revelation is 
entirely and properly a New Testament book for it is written from 
this standpoint. 

Three things characterise the special age which immediately 
follows the death and resurrection of the Lord - that is the age of 
the Church, which continues from Pentecost to the Rapture. This age 
differs from the one that follows it in three matters:-
( 1) The Church is fully in view in all God's pronouncemer�ts relating

to the earth in this period. In the Old Testament the Church
is not in view at all. But this "mystery" is revealed in the New
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Testament and the Church as the body and bride of Christ is in 
view wherever Christ is central. But after the Rapture, as 
the earth is viewed the Church is no longer in view. 

(2) During this period the Holy Spirit indwells all believers in a
unique way. He did not do this in Old Testament days and after
the Rapture "the Restrainer", as He is referred to in 2 Thess. 2 : 7,
is again seen in a different manner of acting.

(3) During this period the Church is the only vehicle for God's witness
to the world. The Jew was in this position formerly and after the.
Rapture the Jew is again brought into special view in the
prophetic Word.
With relation to these matters the book of the Revelation is

concerned both with events affecting the age of the Church up to the 
Rapture and also with events affecting the earth and heaven, after the 
Rapture. 

The Rapture then marks the main division of the book. Chapters 
1 to 3 deal almost exclusively with the age of the Church up to 
the Rapture and Chapters 4 to 22 deal with events following the 
Rapture. 

III In Relation to the Lord Himself. 

The same apostle who wrote the Revelation also wrote the 
fourth gospel. But there is a marked difference between the revealing 
of the Lord in the gospel and in the Revelation. In the gospel we 
read of the disciple leaning on Jesus' breast at the last supper and 
there are many incidents that show a close personal understanding_ 
and a beautiful human relationship. Even after the resurrection the 
Lord seemed to maintain this manner with the beloved disciple. 

Now however in Revelation while the same kindness and regard 
for John is shown, the Lord appears in glorious array and John falls 
at His feet as dead. 

A dazzling description of the Lord is given in Chapter 1 as He 
reviews the present Church age and again in Chapter 19 when He is 
seen coming to set up the millennial kingdom. 

Nowhere e]se in the New Testament is the Lord revealed in this 
way, and this revealing of the Lord's majesty is the special mark and 
sign of this last and most wondrous of the books of the Bible. The 
first words of the book declare that it is "the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ". 

IV In Relation to the Student of the Word. 

There is a special blessing promised to those that read and hear 
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written 
tperein. 

These are the things that no� cone:em · our Lord and if we 
concern ourselves with what concerns �im, it !ll'1St result in blessing. 
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In this book Christ is pre-eminent in every sphere and if we regard 
the whole correctly, the result will be that Christ will be pre-eminent in 
us also - to His glory and our blessing. 

Further, the study of the Revelation to be satisfactory and 
satisfying, rnquires a full appreciation of the Word of God as a whole. 
Accordingly as we study Revelation we 3re thrown into a general 
review and study of both the Old and New Testaments. We find 
Scripture answering to Scripture, and the deep uings and the hidden 
things being revealed, and doctrine fully developed and the purposes 
of God unfolded and brought to consummation. This intensive delighting 
in the glories of the Word can only bring blessing to those who give 
themselves to it. 

V In Relation to Time.

We are told clearly that this is a book of prophecy. It relates 
to the future as from the time of its writing in 96 A.D. 

Verse 3 of Chapter 1 says plainly "the time is at hand". The 
prophecies commence close to 96 A.D. 

CHAPTER 1 

The first word announces that this book is "a Revelation". It 
is not a veiling of truth but the opposite. It is to be a revealing or an 
unveiling or explaining so that we may understand it. 

What is to be revealed? The verse answers: It is the Revelation 
"to show" - "things which must shortly come to pass", and it .is 
added in verse 3 "for the time is at hand". 

Now the announcement is that there is to be a revealing and 
explaining. Let us then take heart at the outset of our study, for the 
Word declares that we are to have these matters revealed to us and 
when God says this He is not mocking. The Devil has spread it around 
that the Revelation is a dark and difficult and unprofitable book. This 
is his lie. The Word of God encourages us to proceed for there is to 
be a revealing of things to come. More than this ve:se 3 proclaims a 
blessing for those who: 

(1) Read.
(2) Hear (pay attention) to the words of this prophecy.
(3) Keep those things that are written.

That is, the blessing is not for casual dealers in the things of this 
book, but for the persons who will read, bear and keep. The inference 
is that app.!ication to the message of the text is necessary, and it is 
the experience of spiritual men that the blessing is rich and deep for 
those who will accept the challenge of the book and apply themselves 
to spiritually absorb its teaching. 

The book is clearly a prophetic book, dealing with the future 
purposes of God and in method and system is akin to other purely 
prophetic books of the Bible. We shall find as we study that many of 
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the "things to come" spoken of in Revelation are also spoken of by 
Old Testament prophets or are referred to in other portions of the 
Word. It is accordingly necessary to compare Scripture with Scripture 
and to distinguish between what is factual or literal and what is 
given in the symbolic language of prophecy. 

The Revelation is of Jesus Christ, given by God the Father. So 
that the authority for what we are given could not be higher. 

The Revelation is a revealing to His servants (Verse 1). If you 
are a servant of His, this Revelation is intended to be shown to you. 

Angels were used to convey the message to John, and we have 
many references to angels throughout the book whose mission was 
just to bring the message clearly to John. 

John the beloved is the person charged with recording what he 
saw and what he was told for the benefit of God's servants. 

Daniel's prophecy agrees in great detail with the Revelation and 
it is note-worthy that both Daniel and John are described as specially 
beloved of God. The angel says to Daniel "O man greatly beloved" 
and John is presented as the apostle "whom Jesus loved". God grant 
as we study the matters that Daniel and John were concerned with, 
that we may learn the secret of their lives and in our measure learn the 
love of God as well as to "understand all prophecy". 

John's part is described in Verse 2: 

1. He bore record of the Word of God

This statement implies that what is recorded is a fulfilment of
other prophecies, and that these other prophecies together with
what is now recorded is verily and truly the Word or expressed
intention and revealing of the mind of God.

2. He bore record of the Testimony of Jesus Christ

The written Word is closely associated with the Living Word and
now it is set before us that "the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy". To John, Christ is central and the purpose of this
record is that we may correctly regard and appreciate the Lord
Jesus and speak to others rightly and properly of Him.

3. He bore record of all things that he saw

Beyond the main considerations in John's mind, 1 and 2 above,
John was simply a humble and truthful recorder of what was
revealed to him.

JOHN'S COMMISSION 

Over 20 years before John received the visions of the Revelation, 
Jerusalem had been sacked by the Romans and as the Lord had 
prophesied, not one stone of the temple was left upon another. This 
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THE REVELATION

CHAPTER 1 

I The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto 
him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly 
come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel 
unto his servant John: 
2. Who bare record of the word of God, and of the
testimony r·f Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.
3. B!cssed is he that readeth, and they that hear the
\\'ords of this prophecy, and keep those things which arc
,·,ritten therein: for the time is at hand.
4. John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace
be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which
was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits
which are before his throne;
5. And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness,
and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the
kings of the earth. Urto him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in his own blood,
6. And hath made us kings and priests unto God and
his Father; to. him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen.
7. Bt:.hold, h� cometh with clouds; and every eye shall
::-ec� him, and they also which pierced him: and all
kindreds cf the earth shall wail because of him. Even
so, Amen.
8. 1 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end
ing, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which
is to come, the Almighty.
9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion
ir. tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus
Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word
of God, and for the testimony cf Jesus Christ.
10. I war in the Spirit "on the Lord's day, and heard
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,
J 1. Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the
last: and, What thcu seest, write in a book, and send it
unto the seven chmches which are in Asia; unto
Ephesus, and UJ1to Smyrna, and unto Pcrgamos, and
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia,
and unto Laodicea.
12. And I turned to sec the voice that spake with me.
And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;

13. And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like
unto the Son of man, clc.thcc.l with a garment down to
tbe foot, and girt about "the paps with a golden girdle.

14. Hi'> head and his hairs were white like wool, as
white as snow; and his eyes were as a (lame of fire;

15. And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned
in a furn ace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.

16. And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out
of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and his
counter.ance was as the sun !>hineth in his strength.

17. And wbcn I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And
be laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear
not; I am the first and the last :

1 
Isa. 41 : 4. 

� John 20: 26 
Acts 20: 7. 
1 Cor. 16: 2. 

3 
breasts. 
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event represented the end of things Jewish in the programme of God 
for many centuries. It also had the effect of scattering the Christians 
far from Palestine and so we find John in the area of Asia Minor. 

He tells us in Verse 9 that he was a prisoner held in ward "for 
the Word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus". His prison or place 
of confinement was on the Island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea off the 
coast of Asia Minor, adjacent to the area of the seven churches referred 
to in the first three chapters of the book. 

Here, on "the Lord's day", when "in the Spirit", the Lord Jesus 
Christ appeared to Him and John was instructed:-

1. What thou seest write in a book (Verse 11)
2. Send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia (Verse 11)
3. (Verse 19) Write the things:

(a) \\''hich thou hast seen
( the matters recorded in Chapter 1 ) .

(b) And the things which are
( the matters relating to the seven existing churches as recorded
in Chapters 2 and 3 ).

( c) And the things which shall be hereafter

( the matters recorded in Chapters 4 to 22).
In execution of this charge, in verse 4 John addresses a f onnal 

letter to the seven churches of Asia -a covering letter under which 
he enclosed the whole text of the prophecies. In this short epistle 
John bestows the Christian benediction of grace and peace which He 
gives with the authority of high heaven but in a manner to be expected 
in a prophetic �etting, for John sends this blessing as from:-

1. Him which is, and which was and which is to come

This is surely the great "I am" of the burning bush which burned
and was not consumed.
The Ancient of Days.
But the ·'I am" is seen in John's expression not only as the ever
present "I am" but which was and which is to come.

2. And from the Seven Spirits which are before His Throne

John writes with his vision in view and remembers the seven lamps
of fire burning before the throne which are the seven Spirits of God
(Rev. 4: 5).
This is expounded by reference to Isaiah 11 : 2, and we have the
central lamp as the spirit of the Lord Jehovah supported by three
groups of flame on each side.

"And the spirit of the Lord Jehovah shall rest upon Him;
The spirit of wisdom and understanding 
The spirit of counsel and might 
The spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord". 
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18. · I am he 'that liveth, and was dead; and, behold,
I am alive for evermore, Amen; and 6have the keys of
hell and of death. ' Rom. 6 : 9.

19. Write the things which thou hast seen, and the s Psa. 68: 20.

things which arc, and the things which shall be here-
after;
20. The mystery of the seven stars which tho.u sawest
in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks.
The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches:
and the seven candlc�ticks which thou sawest are the
seven churches.

3. And from Jesus Christ

(a) Who is the faithful witness
The reference is again first to the testimony of Jesus who in
His witnessing is faithful. He is seen later bearing a name
"Faithful and True". And in this character He fulfils all that
the prophets have said of Him.

(b) The first begotten from the dead
The proof of all that is to be revealed of a general resurrection
and eternal blessedQess is contained in Christ's resurrection,
which proves that He is the Son of God and it is the earnest
of the power which shall accomplish all that is to be revealed
in the prophecy.

( c) And the Prince of the Kings of the earth
All prophecy beads to that day when He shall come in glory
as King of kings and Lord of lords to reign on the earth. This
is the subject of Chapter 19.

( d) That loved us and loosed us from our sins in His own blood
In this character He is revealed frequently in this book as
"the Lamb", ''the Lamb of God", "a Lamb as it had been
slain".

( e) And that hath made us kings and priests unto God and His
Father
Christ has done this for us and the Church is so revealed in
Heaven in this book in the position of kings and priests.

John concludes his covering letter with the return of worship 
to the Lord who loved us, loosed us from our sins and made us kings 
and priests - "Unto Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever, 
amen". 

The burden of the prophecy is then set out as follows:-• 
"Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, 

and they also which pierced him; and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of Him. Even so, Amen". 

Let us get the perspective of this book, for here is the great 
essential statement. The first prophecy is the all essential one. It 
agrees with the focal point of Old Testament prophecies. The first 
words of this prophecy agree with Daniel 7 : 13, 14 "I saw in the night 
visions, and behold one like the Son of man came with the clouds of 
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heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near 
before Him. And there was given Him dominion and glory and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations and languages should serve Him; His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass away, and 
His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed". 

It is stated in Zechariah 12 : 10 "They shall look upon me whom 
they have pierced". 

John is careful to say "every eye shall see Him". God will see to it 
that the suffering and reviled Man of Calvary will be seen by every 
eye in His glory. 

The Lord Himself responds to the statement of this first splendid 
prophecy. He says: 

1. I am Alpha and Omega.
2. I am the beginning and the ending.
3. I am He which is, and which was, and which is to come.
4. I am the Almighty.

In other words, the Lord is fully committed under His own sacred 
and holy names given above to fulfil this prophecy. 

JOHN'S VISION OF THE LORD 

The Revelation is first and foremost the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ. So in the first Chapter He is revealed in the character and 
power of His present position as He views the churches. We see Him 
thus again in Chapter 19 when He comes to reign on the earth. 

If we did not have this revealing in the Revelation we could have 
had the wrong ideas about our Lord. He does not appear now as He 
did when He was walking the dusty roads of Palestine with His first 
disciples. He does not now appear as He did on the Emmaus Road. 
Since His ascending to g]ory there has been a mighty change and we 
should be made fuJly aware of it. That is the purpose of this vision. 
The Lord who is weighing and evaluing the testimony of the churches 
is not "gentle Jesus meek and mild" but He is revealed first by "a 
great voice as of a trumpet". 

The Lord is portrayed in the following figures:-
]. Like the Son of Man 

John had known the Son of Man in the days of His flesh and he 
had seen Him suffer and die. This expression accordingly refers to 
Christ's humanity and it is a precious thought that the first thing 
stated about this glorious person seen by John is that He was like the 
Son of Man. John recognised Him. However note the word "like" 
which relates the whole vision more to deity for the Son of Man is 
now seen glorified and in His true character as the God-Man, the King
Priest, the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last. 
2. Clothed with a garment down to the foot

A person of high station is so clothed. It benefits "the apostle
and high priest of our profession". Aaron was so clothed in his priestly 
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robe which was but a figure of Christ's heavenly office. 

3. Girt about the paps with a golden girdle
The girdle in Scripture speaks of a work or service to perform

and a golden girdle speaks of a heavenly ·and divine work. Usually the 
girdle is about the loins but here about the breasts ( and the word used 
is the word used as for a woman's breasts) - speaks of the affection 
and sympathies being engaged. And so our Lord views and considers 
the work of His bride the Church, He is girded to help affectionately 
and sympathetically. 

4. His head and His hairs were white like wool as white as snow
This description agrees with the term "Ancient of Days" given by

Old Testament saints who had a similar vision. The "Head" speaks 
of Authority, and the reference to whiteness speaks of immaculate 
purity and the perfection of wisdom, knowledge and omniscience. He 
is wisdom and He is the only wise God, our Saviour. 

5. His eyes were as a flame of fire
The eyes are finely set in the Head of the Infinite and they

search out the thoughts and intents of the heart and mind of man. As 
He views the churches He sees with a perfect eye and perfect under
standing into every question and every problem. Nothing is hid from 
Him, and all camouflage and cover is burnt up before the piercing 
glance of the one who walks among the lampstands. 
6. His feet like unto fine brass as if they burned in a furnace

John first records the eyes as a flame of fire and then the feet
as if they burned in a furnace. The eyes speak of quick and certain 
discernment, the feet of action appropriate to the discernment. Brass 
speaks of judgment, fine brass of heavenly and divine judgment, 
"fine brass as if they burned in a furnace" speaks of divine judgment 
which must follow as of set course for the "zeal of God" is employed. 

7. His Voice as the sound of many waters
The Rapture of the Church will be accomplished at "the shout" 

of Christ for "the Lord shall descend from heaven with a shout". 
There is no voice like His voice. It is powerful and compelling. 

The spoken word · of Christ is the fulfilment of His command and 
purpose. "My sheep hear my voice". 

The music of His voice harmonises with all His Name. When 
travelling in· California some time ago, the writer was interested to 
hear and watch an organ play which combined the usual sound effects 
with the visual display of hundreds of jets of illuminated water which 
rose and fell to the tune of the music in a beautiful display harmonising 
eye and ear in the subject of the music. The sound too of many waters 
was blended with the whole. 

The Lord's voice so blends with all that the book of Revelation 
records. It is heard as the voice of many waters - as of a multitude 
of voices - but harmonised to the fulfilment of all prophecy. 

8� . Out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword 
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This is also seen in the vision of Chapter 19 where the Lord's 
second advent is portrayed and the same chapter tells that the armies 
of the ungodly "were slain with the sword of Him that sat upon the 
horse, which sword proceeded out of His mouth". 

And in 2 Thess. 2 : 8 we read "whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of His mouth". 

In the Christian armour the sword of the Spirit is the Word of 
God. (Eph. 6 : 17) How much more is the Word of God, uttered by 
the Living Word a sword in His mouth! 

For "the Word of God is quick and powerful and sharper than any 
two-edged sword piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart" (Heb. 4: 12). 

The worlds were created by the Word of His mouth. With the 
Word our Lord defeated Satan when he was tempted. And now in 
all matters affecting the Churches and the future of this world - in 
all the things with which the book of Revelation is concerned our 
Lord is masterly and has the Word to accomplish each task and all 
that would oppose are withered and utterly defeated by the sword in 
His mouth. 
9. His countenance was as the sun shineth in His strength

He is the Sun of Righteousness and is revealed in Revelation in
this character, in fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecies. 

No wonder that as He moves among the churches and His saints 
have fellowship with Him, that the lampstands are illuminated and give 
their light. "We a11, with open face, beholding as in a glass, the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord". 

John records that when he saw this glorious Person he fell at 
His feet as dead. But the Lord laid His right hand upon him and said 
"Fear not". Though so glorious and awful, yet He still shows His 
kindness and love to John, the beloved, and He speaks reassuringly. 
"Fear not, I am the first and the last". He had already said "I am 
Alpha and Omega; the first and the last". Now He adds "I am He 
that liveth and was dead; and behold I am alive for evermore. Amen; 
and have the keys of hell and of death". 

In these few words the Lord reveals to John that He is the great 
Lord of Eternity, but the same Lord that John knew in the days of 
suffering in Jerusalem, who was crucified and who rose again from the 
dead. Moreover the statement that He has the keys of hell and death 
is a simple assurance that the matters to be unfolded are entirely in 
the Lcrd's competence and that the forces that would oppose are also 
under His control and in His power. 

THE CANDLESTICKS 

When John heard the voice behind him and turned to see the 
voice that spoke to him he first saw seven golden candlesticks and then 
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CHAPTER 2 

l. Unto the angel cf the church of Ephesus write;
These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his
right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven
golden candlesticks;
2. I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience,
and ho.w thou canst not bear them which are evil: and
thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are
not, and hast found them liars:
3. And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my
name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.
4. Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because
thou hast left thy first love.
5. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen,
and repen.t, and do the first works; or else I will come
unto th,�� quickly, aud will remove thy candlestick out
of his place, except thou repent.
6. But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the
Nicolaitaoes, which I also hate.
7. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I
give to. eat of the ].tree of life, which is in the midst of
the paradise of God.
8. And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write;
These things r.aith the first and the last, which was dead,
and is alive;
9. I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but
thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which
say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue
of Satan.
10. Fear none of these things which thou shalt suffer:
behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that
ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days;
be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown
of life.
1 l. He that hath a.n ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not
be hurt of 2the second death.
12. And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write;
these thmgs saith he which hath the sharp sword with
two edges;
13. I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even
where Satan's seat is: and thou boldest fast my name,
and hast no.t denied my faith, even in those days wherein
Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among
you, where Satan dwelleth.
14. But I have a few things against thee, because thou
hast there the::m that hold the doctrine of 8Balaam, who
taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the child
ren of Israel, to eat things. sacrificed unto idols, and to
commit fornication.
15. So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of
the Nicolaitaues, which thing I hate.
16. Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.
17. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the, churches; To him that overcometh will I
give tc;> e.tt of the hidden manna, and will give him a

1 Gen. 2: 9. 

• Ch. 20: 14.

Ch. 21: 8. 

8 
Num. 24: 14. 
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he saw the Loni in the midst of the seven candlesticks. 
As the candlesticks are revealed first, we must expect this to be 

the first subject for special unfolding and instruction. And so it is, for 
the Lord proceeds to tell John "the mystery of the seven stars which 
thou sawest in my right hand and the seven golden candlesticks. The 
seven stars are the angels of the seven Churches: and the seven 
candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven Churches". 

The letters to the seven churches in Chapters 2 and 3 wonderfully 
demonstrate that the seven churches are representative of the whole 
Church of God on earth during the whole period from Pentecost to the 
Rapture. 

They are "golden" candlesticks for the Church is divine. 
The figure of the e:andlesticks or lampstands is to portray the 

function of the Church in the world - to light the world with the 
heavenly light of the knowledge of Christ. Christ is the light of the 
world, and in this age that light shines through His people who 
collectively are called the Church. The lampstand is supplied and filled 
with oil as its source of energy and light, speaking here of the Holy 
Spirit which in a special way indwells and energises and illumines 
each member of the Church. 

And the Lord moves among the lampstands. He is seen in relation 
to the churches. He reviews their testimony, their effectiveness, and 
He gives praise and censure as He considers each section of the 
Church. 

In His right hand are seven stars which are the seven angels of 
the seven churches. This mystical expression appears to refer to the 
heavenly side of the testimony of the churches, as the lampstands refer 
to the testimony on earth. He holds the stars in His right hand so that 
the eternal or heavenly testimony is safe and sure and indeed is part 
of Himself as the Church is in fact as the true bride of Christ. 

But what is intrinsically or spiritually true of the Churcl' 
triumphant ( the stars) is not necessarily the actual practical experiencr 
of the Church militant ( the lampstands). 

The Lord accordingly reviews the history or progress of tbr 
Church through the period of its earthly life and witness from John�, 
day to the Rapture and this is the revealing of Chapters 2 and 3. 

The letters are written however to then existing churches, anc' 
the Lord :;o hid from the early Church the full significance of the 
course of future Church history so that each succeeding age might 
live in the ever present expectancy of the Lord's soon return. It is 
only of recent times that the Church has been able to comprehend 
properly and fully the message, import and implication of Revelation 
2 and 3 for it could not be revealed until the unfolding history of the 
Church declared it. The fact that history is now so completely revealed 
in this section of the book shows clearly that the full period of the 
Church on earth has well nigh run its course. The Church will now 
very shortly be called away to be for ever with Himself. 
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white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which 
no man knoweth 4Saving he that receiveth it. 
18. And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write;
These thir,gs saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes
like unt0 a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;
19. I know thy works, and charity, and service, and
faith, and thy p:1iience, and thy works; and the last to
be more than the first.
20. Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee,
because thou suCfertst that woman °Jezebel, which
calkth h(;rsclf a prc.phetess, to teach and to seduce my
servants to commit fornication, and to cat things sacri
ficed unto idols.
21. And I gave her space to repent o( her fornication;
and she 1epented not.
22. Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that
C('mmit adultery with her into great tribulation, except
they repent of their deeds.
23. And I will kill her children with death; and all the
churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the
0reins and hearts: ar,d I will give unto every one of you
according to your works.
24. But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira,
as many as have not this dc.ctrine, and which have not
known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon
vou none other burden
25. But that which ye have already hold fast till [ come.
26. And he that ov( rcometh, and keepcth my works
i:nto the end, to him \\·ill I give power ewer the nations:
27. And he shall rnk them with a rod of iron; as the
Ve$i-els of a potter shall they be broken to shivers : even
as I received of my Father.
28. And I will give him the morning star.
29. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches.

CHAtlER 3

1. And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write:
These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God,
and the 3even stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a
name that thou livest, and art dead.
2. Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain,
that are rt>ady to die: for I have not found thy works
perfect before God.
3. Remember therefore how thou hast received and
heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt
not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt
not know what hour I will come upon thee.
4. Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have
not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with
me in white: for they are worthy.
5. He tlllit overcomelh, the same shall be clothed in
white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of
the book of life, but I will confess his name before my
Father, and before his angels.
6. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches.
7. And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia
write; Th<!SC things saith he that is holy, he that is true

'except. 

s 1 Kings 16: 31 and 
21 : 2), 2 Kings 9: 7.

6 minds. 
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CHAPTERS 2 AND 3 

The Epistles to The Seven Churches 
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This is the section of the Revelation dealing with "the things 
that are" ( Rev. 1 : 19). John has recorded in Chapter 1 "the things 
which thou has seen". Now in these two Chapters are set out the 
matters relating to the earthly witness of the Church referred to as 
"the things that are". Later "the things which shall be hereafter" are 
recorded in Chapters 4 to 22 being events which follow the Rapture 
of the Church. 

The seven letters depict different aspects of the Church and of the 
professing Church as its testimony and history is reviewed over the 
whole period from John's day to the time when its witness on earth 
is ended when Christ shall call the true Church to Himself in the 
clouds ·'to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord" ( 1 Thess. 4 :  17). 

Each of the seven letters is addressed to "the angel of the church". 
The angels which are the stars in the right hand of Christ as we have 
seen, speak of the intrinsic position of the Church which is safe in the 
hand of the Lord. The letters are accordingly addressed to the angel -
to seal the testimony and the record - but the message is to the 
churches themselves, for each of the letters include the words "He 
that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches". 
Each letter also commences with the statement "I know thy works". 

There is a promise to the overcomers in each church. Each 
church is given some characteristic revelation of the Lord Himself which 
gives a clue to the way the church is viewed. 

The purpose of the letters is twofold, first to reveal the Lord's 
attitude to the churches and secondly to warn and instruct the churches 
and their members against apostasy and error and to encourage the 
overcomers. 

As in all the groups of seven in Revelation, the first four are of 
a group and are progressive in point of significance and the last three 
have different characteristics. So the first four cover the whole period 
of the Church on earth. The last three run parallel with the fourth in 
the last stages of the Church's history, so that at the end we have 
together each in its own distinguishable form, all the last four Churches. 
The order is:-

1. Ephesus: The Church to 100 A.O. (approx.) 
2. Smyrna: The Church 100 A.O. to 300 A.O. 
3. Pergamos: The Church 300 A.O. to 800 A.O. 
4. Thyatira: The Church 800 to the Rapture 
5. Sardis: The Church 1500 to the Rapture 
6. Philadelphia: The Church 1800 to the Rapture 
7. Laodicea: The Church of the last days 
The same truth revealed in these two Chapters in Revelation is 

also covered by the Lord's parables of Matthew 13. It should be noted 
however that Matthew 13 views events in relation to the Kingdom and 
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ihe that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no 
man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; 
8 I knew thy works: behold, I have set before thee 
an open door, ar,d nl, man can shut it: for thou hast 
a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not 
denied my name. 
9. Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan,
which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold,
I will make them to come and worship before thy feet,
and to know that I have loved thee.
10. Because thou hast kept the word of my patience,
I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which
shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell
upon the earth.
11. Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou
hast, that no man take thy crown.
12. Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the
ten!ple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and
I will write upon him the name of my God, and the
name of the city of my God, which is 2new Jerusalem,
which cometh down o.ut of heaven from my God: and
Iv.ill write upon him my new name.
13. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches.
14. And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans
write; These thin�s saith the Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the beginning of the creation of God;
15. I knc w thy works, that thou art neither cold nor
h0t: I would thou wert cold or hot.
16. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
17. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with
gcods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that
lhou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind,
and naked:
18. I counseL thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire,
that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou
mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness
do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that
thou mayest see.
19. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zeal
ous then:fore, and repent.
20. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any
man hear my voice, and o.9en the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
21. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me
in my throne, even as I also o.vercame, and am set down
with my Father in his throne.
22. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto tbe churches.

1 Isa. 22: 22. 

2 
Gal. 4: 26. 

Heb. 12: 22. 
Ch. 21: 2, IO. 

that Rev. 2 and 3 views events in relation to the Church. There is a 
further parallelism between the history of the Church as here revealed 
and the history of Israel as revealed in the Old Testament. 

For a detailed exposition of Chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation, 
readers are referred to the writer's booklet "The Doctine of Brotherly 
Love" which is occupied with teaching based mainly on this important 
section of Scripture. 
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CHAPTERS 4 TO 22 

General Introduction 

This section of Revelation containing the larger part of the Book 
is given the general prophetic description in Rev. 1 : 19 "the things 
which shall be hereafter". 

1. Chapters 4 to 11

These Chapters cover the whole period of the tribulation, or the
70th week of Daniel's prophecy. 

The first half of the period is the subject of the seals. The second 
half of the period is the subject of the trumpets and vials. 

2. Chapters 12 to 19

These Chapters cover the same period of the seven years of the
tribulation again, but from different standpoints. 

3. Chapters 20 to 22

These Chapters are occupied with events after the tribulation.
In Chapters 4 to 18 we find completely different prophetic 

subjects from those of Chapters 2 and 3. The differences between 
the two great sections of the book may be noted as follows: 

I . In the first section the Church is seen on earth and in the 
second section the Church is seen in Heaven, 

2. In the first section God is acting in grace and the period in
view is that known in Scripture as "the day of grace". In the
second section God is not seen acting in grace but in judgment
and the period in view is that known in Scripture as "the day
of the Lord".

3. Israel as a people is not in view in the first section but is
much in view in the second section.

4. The work of the HoJy Spirit is different in the two periods.
In the second period He is not present to act as a "Restrainer"
of evil as He has done throughout the first period.

5. Gospel preaching is from a different standpoint in the second
period.

6. The first period relates to an era concerning which Old
Testament prophecies have very little to say. The second period
is portrayed with great wealth of detail by the Old Testament
prophets.

7. The first period is interposed between the 69th and 70th
weeks of Daniel's prophecy of the 70 weeks. The first period
is prior to the commencement of Daniel's 70th week. The
second period commences with Daniel's 70th week.

The reader of Revelation is expected to have a knowledge of 
the Scriptures as a whole, and in particular of the related prophecies 
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of the Old Testament. To assist in understanding Chapters 4 to 22 
notes on the following subjects are appended: 

1. The translation of the Church.
2. The day of the Lord.
3. The tribulation.
4. Daniel's prophecy of the seventy weeks.
5. The bst days.

1. The Translation of the Church

The great event which ends the period of Chapters 2 and 3 and
which ushers in the periods of Chapters 4 to 22 . is of course the 
coming of the Lord to the air for His Church. 

The Church's period of earthly witness extends from Pentecost, 
shortly after the crucifixion and resurrection of the Lord, to the 
time that the Lord comes to call the Church out of the world to meet 
Him in the air. 

This tremendous event is not revealed in the Old Testament but 
the following New Testament Scriptures clearly proclaim the truth of 
the Church's translation from earth to heaven:-

'.'For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." ( 1 Thess. 
4 : 16 - 1 7). "Behold I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed." ( 1 Cor. 15 : 51 - 52). 

These are very plain straight-forward scriptural statements and 
the meaning is clear that all God's people of this age in which we now 
live are to be taken up together to glory at a day appointed by God 
"at the last trump". All those who have believed in Christ and who 
have died prior to that day will be raised again from the dead, and 
those who belong to Christ who are then living on earth will all 
together be translated. 

"In a moment" and "in the twinkling of an eye" the Lord's people 
shall be caught up to heaven and their earthly bodies will be "changed" 
to heavenly or glorified bodies, like the Lord's glorified body. 

From that moment the Church's position is no longer an earthly 
one, but she is henceforth seen in heaven and in the City of God the 
New Jerusalem. She is always and ever "with Him". She is the bride 
of Christ and on that great day He calls His bride to come away and 
be for ever with Himself. 

This is the event that stands between the prophecies of Chapter 
3 and those of Chapter 4. 

In Verse 11 of Chapter 3 the Lord says to Philadelphia "Behold, 
l · come quickly".

Now in the first verse of .Chapter 4 it is evident that that coming 
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is referred to. 
First a door is seen opened in heaven. Only three times in the 

Revelation is a door opened in heaven. Here, where the Church first 
enters heaven, and lastly in Rev. 19 when the Church, with Christ, 
descends from heaven at the setting up of the millennial kingdom at 
Christ's second advent. This is also referred to in Rev. 21 : 10 where 
the New Jerusalem descends to its position in relation to the millennial 
earth. The other open door in heaven is in the mid-tribulation period 
when the Lord takes an unusual method to encourage the Jewish 
remnant on the earth who are going through a period of very great trial. 

Net only is a door opened in heaven in Rev. 4: 1 but John hears 
a voice as a trumpet saying "Come up hither, and I will show thee 
things which must be hereafter". There can be little doubt that John's 
translation "in the Spirit" to heaven as recorded in verse 2 is intended 
to be symbolic of the translation of the Church, for the things recorded 
and seen by John in his vision are "the things which must be hereafter" 
and these things are clearly those relating to the Church and the world 
following the Church's translation. 

Thir. event is commonly referred to as "the Rapture", and is so 
referred to elsewhere throughout these notes. 

2. The Day of the Lord

Thi<:; expression is referred to in the prophecies of Isaiah, Ezekiel,
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Zephaniah, Zechariah and Malachi. It is also 
referred to in Acts, 1st and ?..nd Thessalonians and 2nd Peter showing 
that this ''day" was still future in Paul's and Peter's time. 

Ir.i addition, the day of the Lord is referred to in many other 
Scriptures by such expressions as "that day" or "the great day", and 
we gath,�r from the constant reference to the day of the Lord by so 
many of the prophets that this is an important subject in Scripture. 

"A day" when so described in prophecy and in Scripture, does not 
necess..1 ri I y mean a day of 24 hours but is usually a period of time 
with special characteristics - a time in which God acts in a particular 
way. 

So we speak of the present age as "the day of grace". This is not 
a day of 24 hours but a day or period that has continued for over 1900 
years. It is a period in which God is dealing with men in grace and 
not in judgment. 

By reference to the Scriptures dealing with "the day of the Lord" 
it is certain that that day is a day in which the Lord acts in judgement 
rather than in grace. 

It is a day which shall come on the world as a "thief in the 
night", and that is the way the Rapture will affect the world. The 
unsaved will find the disappearance of the Christians at the Rapture 
as a very strange happening and it will come on them as a sudden 
mysterious event - "like a thief in the night". 

As the day of grace clearly ends at the Rapture we believe the 
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day of the Lord as surely begins then. All we find in Revelation 
Chapters 4 - 22 agrees with all we have in the rest of Scripture dealing 
with the "day of the Lord". 

This is the period from the Rapture to the setting up of the New 
Heavens and New Earth and it includes the times of the tribulation, 
the millennium and the final judgment at the great white throne. It 
is the day or era in which the Lord acts personally in the control and 
judgment of things in heaven and earth. 

3. The Tribulation

Another section of the prophecy refers to a shorter period which
is called in Scripture "the tribulation" or "the time of Jacob's trouble" 
or "a day of darkness" or "the hour of temptation which shall come 
upon all the world". 

In this period the Lord will arise "to shake terribly the earth" Isa. 
2: 19. 

In Isa. 26 : 20 - 21 we read "Hide thyself as it were for a little 
moment, until the indignation be overpast. For, behold, the Lord 
cometh out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity". 

And our Lord said "For there shall be great tribulation, such as 
was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor 
ever shall be, and except those days should be shortened, there should 
be no flesh saved; but for the elect's sake these days shall be shortened". 
(Matt. 24 : 21 - 22 ). 

We see this terrible tribulation in the section of Revelation 
we are now entering upon. The true Church was promised that it 
would be spared from "this hour of temptation which shall come upon 
all the world". (Rev. 3: 10). 

In the section of Revelation commencing with Chapter 4 we see 
the Church in heaven and the tribulation taking place on earth. 

4. Daniel's Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks

In many ways the most remarkable of all the Old Testament
prophecies affecting the Jews is that of Daniel 9 : 24 - 27. The prophecy 
is as follows: 

24 "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon 
thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end 
of sins and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring 
in everlasting righteousness and to seal up the vision and 
prophecy, and to anoint the most holy." 

25 "Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of 
the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto 
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore 
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and two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, 
even in troublous times." 

26 "And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut 
off, but not for Himself, and the people of the prince that 
shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary and the 
end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the 
war desolations are determined." 

27 "And He shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week; and in the midst of the week He shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading 
of abominations he shall make it desolate even until the con
summation, and that determined shall be poured upon the 
desolate." 

A week in prophecy represents a period of seven years. Here we 
have a period of 70 weeks divided into two sections, the first of 69 weeks 
or 483 prophetic years, and the second of one week or seven prophetic 
years. 

The prophecy purports to set a time for the completion of God's 
purposes for the Jews and for Jerusalem. The starting point for the 
calculation is given as "from the going forth of the commandment 
to restore and to build Jerusalem". When Daniel was given the vision 
the Jewish nation was in captivity in Babylon and Jerusalem was a 
place of desolation. 

The commandment to rebuild the city was given by King 
Artaxerxes as recorded in Ezra. 7 : 7. We are indebted to Sir Robert 
Anderson who has given in his work "The Coming Prince", details of 
the exact day on which the period of 69 weeks commenced and also 
on which it ended. It commenced on 14th March B.C. 445 the date 
of the command of Artaxerxes and ended on 6th April A.D. 32 which 
also is shown to be the date on which the Lord entered into Jerusalem 
riding on the colt of an ass. On that day the Lord entered as the 
Messiah fulfilling the prophecy which determined 69 weeks "to 
Messiah the Prince". 

Our Lord Himself spoke of the significance of that entry to 
Jerusalem when He said "If thou also hadst known even on this day, 
the things which belong to thy peace; but now they are hid from thine 
eyes." 

Daniel's prophecy goes on and says "After threescore and two 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off". This was fulfilled just a few days 
"after", when the Lord was crucified. 

The final seventieth week of Daniel has not yet been fulfilled and 
is still future. It will be fulfilled after the Rapture when the Lord again 
commences to deal with Jews. We believe accordingly that the period 
of the tribulation will be the period of Daniel's seventieth week. It will 
r,0mrnenc1� after the Rapture and end seven years later at the second 
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advent of Christ when all the things to be completed wichin tbi:, 
prophecy will have been accomplished. 

That there is a break between the 69th week and the 70th week 
is implicit in the wording of the prophecy, for "after" the 69th week 
two events are to happen before the 70th week commences. The two 
events are first the cutting off of Messiah and secondly the destruction 
of Jerusalem. This last event we know took place nearly 40 years 
after the 69th week ended and accordingly there must be a break in 
the prophecy of at least that period. 

If there is a gap of 40 years we need have no difficulty 1:1

understanding that the gap is actually much longer, having extended 

now for over 1900 years. 

The matters relating to the last verse of the prophecy, to take 
place in the seventieth week have not yet been fulfilled. However we 
find in Revelation 4 to 22 a great deal that fits in with the terms of 
this prophecy and we acccrdingly believe that the seventieth week cf 
Dc"!niel is fulfi!led in the period of the tribulation which is the subject 
of a large part of this section of the book of Revelation. 

5. The Last Days

There is another phalanx of truth that bears on conditions that
win cbtain in the \\.·odd at the end of the Church period and just 
prior :o the Rapture. The period so in view is called "the last days". 

When th•� "signs" or conditions referred to in these passages of 
Scripture are seen or come to pass, then we are to know that we are 
in "the last days". The conditions of the last days proclaim that the 
Rapture is near 21.nd that Christ's coming is at hand. 

In connection with the Church the last days are indicated by thr 
presence persistently of the denial of the faith and of sound doctrir, 
( I Tim. 4 : 1 - 2; Jude 3; 2 Tim. 4 : 3 - 4). 

Also there is a break-down in family life, in morals and the7 

is widespread child delinquency. (2 Tim. 4: 3 - 4; Jude 18). 

The fact that we see all these things persisting today and alsc 
the lukewarm condition of the Laodicean Church indicates surely that 
we are now in the last days, and that the great event which divides 
Chapters 3 and 4 of Revelation is very close. 

We are al�o instructed that the last days will be like the days 
of Noah and Jike the days of Lot. They will be "evil days" when the 
world is ripe for judgment, as it was in Noah's day before the flood, 
and as it was in Sodom in Lot's day before God destroyed Sodom, 
and the cities of the plain. And as judgment came suddenly in Noah's 
day and in Lot's day, to a world and cities that were not expecting 
it, so will it be 1n the last days. 
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CHAPTER 4 

The first words of Verse 1 are "After this" meaning "After these 
things". That is, after "the things which are" of Chapter 1 : 19 
representing the matters of Chapters 2 and 3, - then was the door 
seen opened in heaven, the trumpet voice was heard in the words "Come 
up hither" and "I will show thee things which must be hereafter", this 
last expression agreeing with the last expression of Rev. 1 : 19 "the 
thin gs which shall be hereafter" . 

.... 

Accordingly in the section of Revelation we are now entering 
we first see the Church in heaven as it will be just after the Rapture 
( Chapters 4 and 5 ) and then in the Chapters that immediately follow 
we have prophecies concerning events on the earth which immediately 
follow the Rapture. 

While the Church is seen in heaven it is the earth that is in 
view prophetically even in the scene first presented which is in heaven. 
The purpose of Chapters 4 and 5 where the setting is in heaven is to 
show that the events now to take place on the earth are directed and 
controlled from the throne in heaven. 

The Throne Set in Heaven

Accordingly the first thing revealed is the throne in heaven. It is 
seen set in heaven. Indeed it has always been there for God has always. 
ruled in all the universe. But following the Rapture there is a change 
in the manner of God's rule. Grace had reigned to righteousness and 
judgment had been postponed. Now the throne is set for 
judgment as is evidenced by the lightnings and thunders and voices 
which proceeded from the throne. But while set for judgment there is 
still mercy and grace in the directives from the throne, for there is a 
rainbow around the throne. Later we have the setting of the great 
white throne, and there is no rainbow around that throne for it speaks 
of final judgment without mercy. The rainbow was given in Noah's 
day as a token of salvation, and it is still a reminder that God keeps 
His promises. 

The meaning here, is that though wickedness on the earth mounts 
following the Rapture of the Church, God is going to hold the reins 
of control of earthly affairs more closely and He is going to act in 
judgment in vindication of His holy Name and further He is going 
to fulfil His promises to Israel and to the nations. Through judgment 
He will bring control out of chaos and ultimate blessing and rejoicing 
to the earth. 

The One on the throne was to look upon like a jasper and a 
sardine stone. The jasper is believed to be what we now call a diamond 
and the sardine stone that which we now call a ruby. 

In Revelation Chapter 21 : 11 we find that the very light of 
the New Jerusalem was like a jasper stone "clear as crystal". It 
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CHAPTER 4 

1. After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened
m heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it
were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come
up hither, and 11 will shew thee things which must be
hereafter.
2. And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a
throne wa5 set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.
3. And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and

1 
Ch. 1: 19. 

a �sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about • sardius.

the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.
4. And round about the throne were four and twenty
seats; and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders
sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their
heads crowns of gold.
5. And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and
thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of
fire burning before the throne, which are the seven
Spirits of God.
6. And before the throne there was a sea of glass like
unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round
about the throne, were four 3beasts full of eyes before
and behind. 3 /ivi11g creatures. 

7. And the first •beast was Hke a lion, and the second
•beast like a calf, and the third 'beast had a face as a
man, and the fourth, •beast was like a flying eagle. � living creature.
8. And the four ''beasts had each of them six wings
about him; and they were full cf eyes within: and they
rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord
God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
9. And when th )Se �beasts give glory and honour and
thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever
and ever,
JO. The four and twenty elders fall do.wn before him
that sat en the throne, and worship him that liveth for
ever and ever, and C.:ist their crowns before the throne,
saying,
11. Thou art wcrthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory and
honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and
for thy pleasure they are and were created.
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speaks of the very essence of God's presence and personality for God 
is light. 

It is worth noting that the diamond, clear as crystal is of the 
same element found in the form of graphite or coal. If the sinner is 
seen as black as coal, by a miracle he may be changed to the image 
of God like jasper. 

The ruby or sardine stone, giving a ruddy glow speaks more 
definitely of the cost of redemption. The graphite black of the sinner's 
heart is changed to jasper because of the crucible of the Lord's 
sufferings. This was planned in the divine counsels of the eternal 
throne of God, and the cost or pdce of man's redemption is for ever 
reflected in the throne of heaven, for there is the appearance of the 
ruby as well as the jasper. 

The Twenty-Four Elders 

It should be noted concerning the 24 Elders: 
1. That they were round about the throne.
2. They were seen sitting on seats.
3. They were clothed in white raiment ( which we are told elsewhere

is the righteousness of saints).
4. They had on their heads crowns of gold.
5. When the four living creatures give glory and honour and thanks

to Him that sat on the throne who liveth for ever and ever, they,
the 24 Elders:

(a) Fall down before Him that sat on the throne.
(b) And worship Him that liveth for ever and ever.
( c) And cast down their crowns before the throne.
( d) And say "Thou art worthy O Lord to receive glory and

honour and power for thou has created all things, and for
thy pleasure they are and were created."

6. One of the elders speaks to John in Rev. 5 : 5 and says "Weep
not, behold the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David
hath prevailed to open the book and to loose the seven seals
thereof.

7. From Rev. 5 : 6 - 14 it is clear that the throne is immediately
surrounded by the 24 Elders. In their midst is the throne and
Him that sat thereon, the Lamb, and the four living beings. The
angels surround the whole, being further removed from the
throne than the elders.

8. The four living beings and the 24 elders together sing the new
song "Thou art worthy to take the book and to open the seals
thereof, for thou wast slain and hast redeemed us to God by thy
blood out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation
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and hast made us unto our God kings and priests and we shall 
reign on the earth. (Angels do not sing this song). 

9. They have every one

( a) Harps
(b) Golden vials full of odours which are the prayers of saints.

A careful consideration of all the above leads to the conclusion 
that the 24 elders can only be the Church of God seen in 
heaven after the Rapture. We note: 

1. They have come out of every kindred and tongue and people
and nation.

There are more than 24 tongues kindreds and people and
nations and accordingly the number 24 is a representative number
figuratively speaking of a large group who were on earth and
are now in heaven.

2. They are all persons from earth redeemed by the blood of the
Lamb.

From other considerations discussed later we believe that Old 
Testament saints are not resurrected until the second advent. 
Accordingly at this point the only group of the redeemed in 
heaven is the Church, and must be the group represented by the 
24 elders. 

3. Their office is clearly stated as kings and priests which is the
joint office in heaven promised only to the Church.

4. They look forward to reigning on the earth which is the promise
to the Church.

5. They appear to have been newly crowned with crowns as those
who have been received to glory by the Lord "whose reward"
was "with Hirn". And they are seen in Chapter 4 in the act of
casting down their newly-received crowns before the throne.

6. Their position is that promised to the Church for:-

( a) They are seated. "And hath raised us up together and made
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. That in
the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His
grace in His kindness towards us through C1uist Jesus"
Eph. 2: 6- 7.

(b) They are in the position of immediate nearness to the throne
and to the Lamb. The Church is the bride of Christ, and it
is the body of which Christ is the Head. The Church has
the place of privilege and nearness. It is to be for ever "with
Him".

( c) They are on thrones. The word used implies this, and so we
have 24 thrones surrounding the throne of God.

7. Their dress - "white raiment" and "crowns" is identical with
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that promised to overcomers in the seven letters to the Churches 
of Rev. 2 and 3. 

8. Their occupation is that portrayed for the Church:
(a) Worship of the Lamb.
( b) Reigning with Christ.
( c) S�nging the new song of the redeemed which angels cannot

smg.
( d) Praising with harps.
( e) Having prayer to offer as priests.

9. The number 24 is symbolical of the full priestly office of the
Church in heaven.

In 1 Chron. 24 : 1 - 19 the Levitical priesthood was divided
into 24 offices under 24 principals.

The figure of 24 elders appears to have been drawn from
1 Chron. 24, the 24 elders being representative of the full status
and office of the whole Church of God as the heavenly royal
priesthood.

Further, eldership is a representative office, as is shown
from such passages as Acts 20 : 1 7. Paul "sent to Ephesus and
called the elders of the Church". A Church is communicated with
through its elders, and the elders speak for and in the divine plan
represent the Church.

10. They share the counsels of God and are in immediate and close
association with the thought and action of the throne of God.
This is in fulfilment of the Lord's promise "Henceforth I call you
not servants, for the servant knoweth not what his Lord doeth;
but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of
my Father I have made known unto you". John 15 : 15.
Scofield properly comments "The elders are symbolically, the

Church, and they are seen in heaven in the place which the Scriptures 
assign to the Church before a seal is opened or a woe uttered, and 
before a vial of the wrath of God is poured out. And in all that follows, 
to the twentieth chapter, the Church is never once referred to as on 
earth". 

The Four Living Beings 

Bach had: 

The first, like a lion. 
The second, like a calf. 
The third, had the face of a man. 
The fourth, like a flying eagle. 

(a) Six wings ( as the seraphim in Isaiah's vision in Isa. 6).
(b) "They were full of eyes within" "full of eyes before and behind".

( Speaking of divine omniscience)
( c) "They rest not day and night saying 'Holy Holy Holy Lord God

Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come'."
The four living beings are seen "in the midst of the throne and
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round about the throne". 
They give worship. 
As the first seals are opened they each successively say to John 

"Come and see". ( Chapter 6). 
The fact that the four living beings are "in the throne" and are 

"full of eyes" reveals them to have a part with the deity. The fact 
that they are also "about the throne" as the 24 thrones of the elders 
are, and the fact that they worship and commune with John reveals 
that they also have a relation to the Church and people of God. 

The fact that the four living beings are in the likeness of a lion, 
a calf and a man and an eagle, brings a striking parallel of likeness 
to the four Gospels wherein Christ is portrayed in four different 
presentations of His character and person. 
In Matthew, the gospel of the king or of the Messiah, as the Lion the 

king of beasts, and He is the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 
In Mark, the gospel of the perfect servant of Jehovah - portrayed 

as the likeness of a calf, given for and taking the place of service 
and usefulness to man. 

In Luke, the gospel of the Son of Man, emphasising the true and 
perfect humanity of the Lord - portrayed as having a face as a 
man. 

In John, the gospel of the Son of God, the inscrutable living Word of 
God - portrayed as like the flying eagle. That is the golden 
eagle which soars to high heaven and dwells in full light of the 
sun with open eyes. 
We accordingly understand from the figure of the four living 

beings that these represent aspects of Christ's personal character and 
testimony ever present in the throne and around the throne, for His 
character and very life is shared with the Church. 

And as the written Word of God reveals Him in four different 
ways as to testimony and person, so in heaven those aspects are also 
ever present in and around the throne, as the Church and the Living 
Word unite in kingly and priestly station and service. 

Ezekiel also was given the vision of the lion, the ox, the face 
of man and the eagle. Without rest, and for ever, the work and 
testimony of Christ speaks of God's holiness. 

The Sea of Glass 

Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like unto crystal. 
Before the temple of old which was God's earthly house, there 

was a sea of water - water held in the sea of brass for the cleansing 
of the priests. 

Now when the Church is first seen before the throne in heaven 
there is no water, for cleansing is no longer a recurrent �eed- o( the 
prie$tS in heaven, but there is as it were a fixed reminder of the 
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cleansing provided once and for all. instead of water is a sea of glass. 
When the Church first appears the sea of glass is clear as crystal 

for the Church has no connection with judgment - there is no fire seen 
in the sea. 

But later when the saints of the tribulation period are seen in 
relation to the throne, then in Chapter 15 : 2 is seen "a sea of glass, 
mingled with fire". 

The Seven Lamps 

"There were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which 
are the seven spirits of God". (Verse 5). 

In Chapter 1 the seven golden lampstands which represent the 
Church are related in divine imagery to the seven spirits which are 
before the throne (Rev. 1 : 4). 

The Church while on earth is the vehicle of the Holy Spirit of 
God to give divine light upon earth. The seven lamps of fire before the 
throne in heaven speak of the seven-fold aspect of the Holy Spirit's 
work as revealed in Isaiah 11 : 2. The Spirit of Jehovah is the central 
lamp and the pairs of branches on each side are: 

(a) The spirit of wisdom and understanding.
(b) The spirit of counsel and might.
( c) The spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord.

Accordingly in this Chapter we have in view in heaven God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit with the Church of God in a new setting 
enthroned around the throne. 

CHAPTER 5 

SUBJECTS 

1. The Book with Seven Seals

2. The Lion of the Tribe of Judah

3. The New Song

1. The Book with Seven Seals

The scene is still in. heaven but in Chapter 5 a new subject is 
in view, for a book is seen in the right hand of Him that sat on the 
throne. We are told concerning this book: 

(a) It was in the right hand of God.
( b) It was written within and on the back side.
( c) It was sealed with seven seals.
( d) A strong angel proclaimed with a loud voice "Who is worthy to

open the book and to loose the seals thereof?"
( e) No one was found worthy in heaven, in earth or under the earth

to open the book or to look therein.
(f) John wept much because no one was found worthy to open it.
(g) One of the elders to]d John not to weep, for the Lion of the tribe
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CHAPTER 5 

1. And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the
throne a book written within and on the backside,
sealed with seven seals.

2. And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud
voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose
the seals thereof?

3. And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under
the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look
thereon.

4. And I wept much, because no man was found worthy
to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.

5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep nol: 
behold, 1the Lion of the tribe of 2Juda, the Root of 
David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose 
the seven seals thereof. 

6. And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne
and of the four 3beasts, and in the midst of the elders,
stood 4a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns
and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent
forth into all the earth.

7. And he came and took the book out cf the right
hand of him and sat upon the throne.

8. And when he had taken the book, the four 3bcasts
and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb,
having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of
odours, which are the prayers of saints.

9. And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy
to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

I 0. And h&st made us unto our God kings and priests: 
and we shall reign on the earth. 

11. And T beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels
round about the throne and the 3beasts and the elders:
and the number of them was ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thousands;

12. Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain to receive power, anct riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

13. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the
earth, and under the eartb, and such as are in the sea,
and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

14. And the four 3beasts said, Amen. And the four and
twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth
for ever and ever.

1 
Gen. 49: 9 - JO. 

2 Judah. 

3 living creatures. 
� Isa. 53: 7. 

John I : 29, 36. 
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of Judah, the Root of David hath prevailed to open the book, and 
to loose the seals thereof. 

(h) He, the Lion who was like a Lamb as it had been slain, took the
book out of the right hand of Him that sat upon the throne.

( i) Then the four living beings and the 24 elders fell down before
the Lamb and sung a new song "Thou art worthy to take the
book and to open the seals thereof for thou was slain and hast
redeemed us to God by thy blood".

(j) Chapter 6 tells of the opening of the seals, and we find that as
each seal is broken events take place on the earth or in relation
to the earth.

( k) The word used for book means a little book, but it is not the same
word used in Rev. 10 where an angel descends with a little book,
open.
We understand that the book in Rev. 10 is not the same book as

that seen in Rev. 5 for different Greek words are used, and one is a 
book introduced as sealed, the other as open. Also the book in Rev. 5

is in the right hand of deity and the taking of it by the Lamb is the 
subject of a new song in heaven, for only the Worthy One can take that 
book. 

The book of Rev. 10 is however, given to John to eat. 
From a consideration of all the above we understand; 

(a) This book represents something important to God, to heaven and
to all creation, for it is in the right hand of God, and the Lamb
alone is worthy to take the book and open it. Further all heaven
is concerned that someone should be found worthy to open the
book and John in the spirit of heaven weeps much when it
appears to him that there is no one to open the book.

We deduct that the universe and all creation require that
the book should be opened, and God Himself requires it. The
opening of the book is the great and important matter next on
God's programme.

( b) It relates to events that are still future when the Church is first
translated to heaven, for the revealing of the book is just after the
revealing of the Church in heaven, and the related events follow
as the seals of the book are opened.

( c) The taking of the book by the Lamb has to do with redemption
for the Lord is seen as a Lamb as it had been slain, and the new
song is a song of redemption.

The book seen in Rev. 5 has a close analogy in the Old Testament
ritual for redeeming an inheritance. The requirements for such a 
redemption were: 

- The Redeemer must be a kinsman
- He must be willing
- He must pay the price

So when an inheritance was sold or mortgaged it could be 
redeemed in the manner set out in Jeremiah 32: 6 - 15 or as shown 
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in the Book of Ruth. In such cases the evidences were sealed in a 
book written within and on the back side, in accordance with Jewish 
custom. 

Accordingly all the appearance of the book in Rev. 5 is that it 
has to do with the redemption of an inheritance. 

The inheritance involved is the world and creation and the very 
heavens themselves which have come under the incubus of sin and 
Satan. 

At Calvary the Lord purchased the right to redeem this inheritance 
back to God and to Himself. The inheritance is now His but He has 
not yet fully taken possession of it. After the Rapture of the Church 
He will officially proceed to take the further executive actions necessary 
to enter into possession of the purchased demise. 

It is of the greatest importance to God t�e Father that the 
universe should be reclaimed and brought back to God in holiness 
and righteousness from the power and contamination of the usurper. 
Accordingly the angel proclaims "Who is worthy" to do this? 

Only One is worthy and He complies with the requirements as 
set out in typical form in the Old Testament. 

First He is a kinsman redeemer. God, and yet Man. Of the house 
and lineage of David. The Lion of the tribe of Judah. He was descended 
from Judah and David according to the flesh, and yet He was also 
the root of David, and the source of life of the whole creation. If the 
Lord had not become a babe and taken our humanity He could not 
have become our redeemer. But He is a Man; He is our kinsman; 
and He qualifies to redeem the creation in which He the creator has 
participated in life and feHowship with His creatures. 

Secondly He was willing to redeem, for He went to Calvary 
voluntarily, seeing the need and knowing that He alone was able to 
redeem. 

Thirdly He paid the price. Silver was the coin of redemption in 
the Old Testament. But we are not redeemed with corruptible things 
such as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ. 

And so it is that the Lord takes the book in the appearance of 
a Lamb as it had been slain. Here is the Kinsman Redeemer, the price 
having been paid, claiming the inheritance, and all the redeemed and 
all creation proclaim and laud His worthiness. 

The book taken by the Lamb speaks of the Lord's right to the 
inheritance but this is a right that has been His since the cross, and 
He is not seen claiming it for the first time in Rev. 5. Many passages 
of New Testament doctrine clearly show that the Lord Jesus is even 
now the head of creation and of the Church. This little book is not 
the title to Christ's inheritance or to the inheritance of the redeemed 
for that title dates back to Calvary. 

The book is a book that only the redeemer can take for it relates 
to the final work in God's programme for the emancipation of the 
universe. It involves judgment and this is seen as the seals are broken, 
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and all judgment has been delivered to the Son. The book seems to 
represent God's plan for the future liberation and purging of the 
universe, a work which is exclusively the right and privilege of the 
Redeemer. 

2. The Lion of the Tribe of Judah

In Chapter 4 the Lord Jesus is not referred to and is not in the 
prophetic vision. The first reference to our Lord in the heavenly 
setting around the throne in heaven is given in Verse 5 of Chapter 
5 when one of the elders comforts John with the words '·Weep not; 
behold the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David hath prevailed 
to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof". 

In all Scripture the manner and character in which truth is first 
introduced is carefully chosen and selected by the Spirit of God to 
give the spiritual mind the ability to appreciate and evalue the precise 
angle and view from which God would have the subject viewed and 
considered. 

So now, the introduction of the Lord to the prophet's view in 
the bright scene in heaven where God the Father has the book in His 
right hand is in the name and character of the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah. 

The Lord has called His Church to Himself and the Church is 
with Him in heaven. But now as a further work for Christ is in view 
prophetically, our Lord is not referred to by any of the names that 
relate Him to the Church or to the previous dispensation of grace, 
but in quite a different character. 

As the Lord is introduced in relation to the tribe of Judah, we 
must understand that the Lord is now in this section of the prophetic 
Word to be viewed in relation to Israel and to the royal line in Israel. 

The reference relates back to Jacob's prophetic words in Genesis 
49: 8 - 12 "Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise; thy 
hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall 
bow down before thee; Judah is a lion's whelp; from the prey, my 
son, thou art gone up; he stooped down, he crouched as a lion, and as 
an old lion; who shall rouse him up. The sceptre shall not depart from 
Judah, nor a law giver from between his feet, until Shiloh comes; 
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. Binding his foal 
unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed his 
garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes; his eyes shall 
be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk". 

When it is remembered that Jacob's prophecies for all his sons 
are prefaced with the words "Gather yourselves together that I may tell 
you that which shall befall you i'n the last days", the reference to 
Judah as a crouched lion and the question "who shall rouse him up?" 
appear to have a very close conr.ection with the scene in Rev. 5 which 
is surely in the last days, and wherein the Lord is presented as the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah. 

In other words Rev. 5 is the fulfilment of Genesis 49, and we 
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behold the Lord coming forward to act as the Head of Judah the 
kingly tribe and the reference to David further confirms this. David 
was the king of the tribe of Judah to whom the promises to Israel 
were re-stated and reaffirmed. 

God has age-old commitments to the nation of Israel and these 
promises and covenants are now to be fulfilled. 

All through the age of the Church, and throughout the day of 
grace, Israel has not been in view in the current programme of God 
for the age, but it has been His purpose to call out a people out of 
both Jew and Gentile to be the bride of Christ. 

Now, however, the Church is in heaven, and the Lord immediately 
appears in the character of the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root 
of David. The meaning is clear, that having passed from the day of 
grace to the day of the Lord, and all things for the Church having 
been completed, God is about to take up the Jew again for Shiloh will 
soon reign on the earth, and to correctly orientate our thinking on this 
portion of the Word, the Lord is introduced as the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah. 

Such is the character of the introduction, but when John looks 
to see a Lion he sees "a Lamb as it had been slain". 

We must not expect to see in heaven in a coming day animals of 
any sort. These are prophetic visions to portray to mortals holy truths 
that relate to a coming day in the region of immortality. They are 
figures only, but figures .which speak of the most sublime and divine 
prophetic subjects. 

Judah's Lion has been through death, a death which He did not 
tum from, for "as a sheep before its shearers is dumb so he openeth 
not bis mouth". There will always be that in heaven which will speak 
of the death which the Lord accomplished at Jerusalem for that death 
is the price of redemption. 

The Lamb however was not a dead lamb, but a lamb "as it had 
been slain". The Lamb was alive, for "He came and took the book 
out of the right hand of Him that sat on the throne". Further, the 
Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes. 

If a Lamb speaks of submission, horns speak of power and 
authority. The One who suffered as a Lamb, now in heaven is masterful, 
powerful and authoritative. The seven horns speak of comt>lete and 
divine authority and power. As He takes the book, He will with divine 
and masterly assurance carry out the purposes of God in accordance 
with what is written. His execution of the directives of the throne will 
be complete and thorough in every detail. The seven horns speak of 
omnipotence. 

The seven eyes speak of divine omniscience for we are expressly 
told that the eyes "Are the seven spirits of God sent forth into all 
the earth." 

The reference to the e:1'th again indicates that the book to be 
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ooened has to do with the earth. 
A 

The Lion-Lamb, slain but alive, meek but all powerful, not seen 
at first by John, but Himself all-seeing, takes the book. 

3. The Song of the Redeemed

We have many songs of salvation in scripture and several times 
a "new" song is referred to. But all previous songs are only pictures 
or miniatures of the glorious rhapsody of praise now before us. 

The signal for this song is the taking of the book, and this also 
is the subject of the song of the redeemed. "Thou art worthy, to take 
the book, and to open the seals thereof; fqr thou was slain and hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood ... " 

This day in the annals of the prophetic programme of God is the 
day of the Lord and it is a great day and a glad day for God, for 
the Lamb, for the redeemed and for all creation, for He whose right ·it 
is to judge and reign has come forward to execute the purposes of God, 
which lead to a millennium on the earth and thereafter to a new 
hec:.vens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

The redeemed "sing" and refer specifically to their redemption as 
an added ground for praise and worship. 

The angels join "saying with loud voices" - "Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and 
strength and honour and glory and blessing". 

And all creation joins "saying" - "Blessing and honour and 
glory and power be unto Him that sitteth. upon the throne and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever". 

CHAPTER 6 

This Chapter makes it abundantly clear that the sealed book taken 
by the Lord relates to future events in the earth.• 

As each seal is opened in heaven, events follow on the earth or 
in relation to the earth. The events that follow on earth accordingly are 
controlled from heaven and have the effect and form of divine visitations 
and judgments. With each new action the tempo increases and the 
first woes and devastations of the great tribulation period on earth are 
revealed. 

This period of wrath and judgment is a necessary prelude to the 
coming rule of the great king in the millennium kingdom. 

The seven seals introduce the seven trumpets and the seven 
trumpets introduce the seven vials and in each series the judgments 
increase in severity. The three sets of sevens fully describe the wrath 
of God and the judgment of God on the world that has crucified the 
Saviour and that has rejected the gospel of His Love. It is also the 
period of Jacob's trouble, and while the nation as a whole suffers 
for the manner in which the Jews have dealt with their King, a chosen 
remnant is at the same time sought out, set aside and preserved for 
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CHAPTER 6 

1. And I saw when the Lamb o'pened one of the seals,
and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the
four 1beasts saying, Come and see.
2. And_ I saw, and behold a white horst:: and he t�at , living creatures.
sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him:
and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. 
3. And when he had opened the second seal, I heard
the second 2beast say, Come and see.
4. And there went out another horse that was red:
and power was given to him that sat thereon to take , r . creature peace from the earth, and that they should kill one ivrng 

another: and there was given unto him a great sword.
5. And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the
third 2beast say, Come, and see. And I beheld, and lo a
black ho'rse; and he that sat on him had a pair of
balances in his hand.
6. And I heard a voice in the midst of the four 1beasts
say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures
of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and
the wine.
7. And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard
the voice of the fourth 2beast say, Come and see.
8. And I looked, and beho1ld a pale horse: and his name 
that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. 
And power was given unto them over the fourth part of 
the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with 
death, and with the beasts of the earth. 
9. And when he had opened the fifth seal,. I saw under
the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word
of God, and for the testimony which they held :
10. And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long,
0 Lord, hdly and true, dost thou not judge and avenge
our blc✓.od on them that dwell on the earth?
t t. And white robes were given unto every one of
them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest
yet for a little seaso'n, until their fellowservants also and
their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should
be fulfilled.
t 2. And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal,
and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon be
came as blood;
13. And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even
as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken
of a mighty wind.
14. And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is
rolled together; and every mc:untain and island were
moved out of their places.
t 5. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and , slave.
the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty
men, and every 0bondman, and every free man, hid
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;
16. And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us,
and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the 

4 Z h 1 . J4 _ 15 throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: e P · · · 

17. For the 'great day of bis wrath is come; and who
shall be able to stand?
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life and service in the millennial kingdom to follow. 
Christ's future kingdom is to be based on righteousness and hence 

the necessity for purging and judgment. Righteousness and judgment 
are strictly linked, and it is the clear revealing of the Chapters we are 
now entering, that God's programme for the world following the 
Rapture is one "of judgment unto dghteousness". 

In each of the three sets of seven judgments - seals, trumpets 
and vials, the seven is divided into a first group of four and a final 
group of three. The first four relate more strictly to events on earth 
and the last three give a more divine and heavenly view relating the 
judgments on earth to the throne in heaven. 

In the early judgments, human instrumentality is used, and this 
is particularly the case in the judgments of the first four seals. But 
while man is employed to bring his own chastisement, the record 
makes it clear that this is directed and controlled by the will of heaven. 
The call of the four living beings is emphatic in this regard, for as each 
of the first four seals is broken, one of the living beings says "Come". 
This is not just a call to John to "come and see", but it is an imperative 
"Come" addressed to the horsemen who then appear, as the form of 
the Greek indicates in each case. 

The purpose of God is that now the mystery of jniquity should 
fully develop so that its evil end may be fully revealed. To this end the 
Man of Sin must be revealed. Christ rejected, means the beast is 
accepted. All the institutions, nations and movements that have rejected 
the Saviour and persecuted the true Church are to be especially 
remembered and dealt with in this period of judgment. 

This is no doubt the reason why the Roman Empire and the 
Jewish Nation are specially in view in this period for they were both 
in a special way responsible both for the crucifixion of the Lord and 
for the persecution of the Church in its early period. 

As regards the Roman Empire the prophecies of Daniel are clear 
that the world empire of the Lord's day is also in power in the last days 
and accordingly it is that empire that is finally swept away by the 
stone cut out without hands. Then it is, that the kingdom of the Lord 
fills the whole earth. 

The world power of the Lord's day has not been in view as such 
for some centuries now, but it will shortly be revived and the Man of 
Sin will come forward and take control of the nations of Western 
Europe and Christendom. This subject will be viewed in more detail 
in a later Chapter, but in Chapter 6 we believe the stage is set for the 
unifying or enlarging of the Empire of the great "Prince that shall 
come", the "Man of Sin". 

The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse 

Seal i - A White Horse 

As the first seal is broken the first living being says "Come" and 
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a white horse appears and he that sat on him has a bow, and a 
crown was given unto him; and he went forth conquering and to 
conquer. 

There is a white horse in Chapter 19 and the rider is the Lord 
Himself. A white horse represents peace and rule by authority, and 
when the Lord comes in Rev. 19 riding on the white horse it is to set 
up the millennial kingdom which will be an era of peace. 

Here in Chapter 6 it is not the king of peace who appears but the 
false christ who pretends to be bringing peace to the world but who is 
really bringing war, famine and death. 

We understand accordingly that after the Rapture, a programme 
of conquest by peace treaties will quickly be matured which will produce 
the final form of a g,reat Empire in Western Europe which will have 
the charactPristics of the old Roman Emoire and will appear as seen 
by Daniel. But this kingdom will be moulded together by treaties and 
by peaceful means and by a leader who will cause all in the nations 
concerned to believe that he is a sent one of God and that what is being 
done is to preserve peace and plenty on the earth. 

H� goes for1h conquering and he has a bow and a victor's crown. 
That is.' he achieve, g-recit ~success, and under him the empire is 
re-established. ThP- bow f"peaks of long distance encounter and the 
inference is that the kirn!dom will have far-flunp: boundaries. 

We see peace moves going on today and can understand the 
process that wi1l be emploved. We understand from later Chapters in 
Revelation that the Church of Rome will join under its banner all 
forms of Church apostasy and that the Church of Rome will play its 
part in the recreation of the empire and in the establishment in it of 
the Man of Sin. The influence of Rome is seen at work in this 
direction already and it is easy to believe that after the Rapture of the 
true Church. the policie, already working in Christendom could quickly 
mature in the manner de::cribed under the first seal. The white horse 
then represents the peace programme which will establish the .coming 
\\·orld leader in power in Western Europe. 

Daniel speaks of a "Prince that shall come" and he is to be of the 
people who destroy J erusa]em. It was of courrn the Roman Power that 
destroyed Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and it is a prince of that power that 
shall come in the 70th week of Daniel, and who shall make a covenant 
with the Jewish Nation. We believe accordin!!lY that these prophecies 
relatin rr to the beoin11ing of Daniel's 70th week are also fulfilled when 
the white horse of the first seal appears. 

The Second Seal - The P..ed Horse 

"And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second 
living being say "Come". And there went out another horse that was 
red; and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from 
the earth, and that they should kill one another; and there was given 
unto him a great sword" (Rev. 6 : 3 - 4). 

The much vaunted peace of the coalitions, covenants and conven-



CHAPTER 6 Page 39 

tions of the prince that shall come, is very short-lived. As soon as 
he is firmly in the saddle he shows his true character and the promised 
utopia of peace gives place to all the horrors of war. The prince now 
goes forth to fight with other empires and the whole world is turned 
into a scene of carnage and strife. The great sword given to this 
horseman speaks of the wholesale destruction he will bring. 

The second living being in the likeness of an ox speaks of the 
Lord's service to man as the perfect servant of Jehovah. Accordingly 
now because men have rejected Him, they are subjected to the 
penalty of anarchy. He came to heal and to save but now there is 
no healing for the nations and for mankind. The sore of rebellion 
against God festers and becomes a running sore which only worsens 
throughout the period of the tribulation. 

Accordingly the grace and service that would have saved is now 
seen in contrary motion, bringing hurt instead of healing, and destruc
tion instead of saving. 

The wars depicted under the red horse have an internecine 
appearance and every man's hand is against his brother's. The dream 
of peace becomes the nightmare of universal war. 

The Third Seal - The Black Horse 
"And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third living 

being say "Come". And I beheld, and lo, a black horse and he that 
sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. And I heard 
a voice in the midst of the four living beings say 'A measure of wheat 
for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny, and see thou 
hurt not the oil and the wine' " (Rev. 6: 5 - 6). 

This of course is a description of a terrible famine which quickly 
follows the destruction of the wars. This will be the greatest world
wide famine in all history. 

A penny was wages for a labourer for a day. Accordingly the 
whole day's wages of the ordinary man will be required to buy a morsel 
of bread. 

The reference to "the oil and the wine" perhaps refers to those 
with more substance. The oil and wine would not be so generally 
destroyed as the fields of com, and so the rich would not feel the 
famine so keenly, but it will nevertheless affect all classes. 

The reference to the third living being with the face of a man in 
this connection appears to have reference to the Word of God by 
which man lives. Man has rejected the offer of bread from heaven, 
which the Son of Man would give and so now instead of the supply of 
heavenly food there is a dearth of food both spiritual and physical. 
And as bread was the figure of the spiritual, now the lack of bread 
is a physical picture of the spiritual loss that man has suffered. 

The prophet Amos declares "Not a famine of bread, nor a thirst 
of water, but of hearing the words of God". Now in Revelation 6 we 
have a famine of the Word of God, and a literal and physical famine 
as well. 
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The Fourth Seal - The Pale Horse 

"And when he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the 
fourth living being say "Come". And I looked and beheld a pale 
horse; and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed 
with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the 
earth to kill with sword, and with hunger and with death, and with the 
beasts of the earth" (Rev. 6: 7 - 8 ). 

Death is final in the grim order: conquest - war - famine -
death. And now one quarter of all on the earth at this time are 
claimed by death and hell. This is death by pestilence - by the 
black death. 

The fourth living being in the appearance of an eagle fittingly 
calls forth the pale horse. And as the eagle soars to the heavens and 
in John's gospel depicts the Son of God as the Word of God bringing 
life and light to the world, now in contrary motion the eagle brings 
death and darkness to the earth. 

Events in Heaven 

The Fifth Seal 

Chapter 6 of Revelation has a close relationship with Matthew 
24. In verses 6 - 8 of that Chapter we are told "Nation shall rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there shall be
famines, and pestilences and earthquakes in divers places. All these
are the beginning of sorrows". This seems to agree with what happens
under the first four seals in the early days of the tribulation.

The position of the Jewish Remnant is much in view in Matthew 
24, and in Revelation and wherever the tribulation period is under 
review. So when the fifth seal is opened the scene is in heaven and 
Jewish and Old Testament thoughts are before us: 

"And when he had opened the fifth seal I saw under the altar 
the souls of them that were slain for the word of Goq and for the 
testimony which they held; and they cried with a loud voice saying, 
'How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the earth?' And white robes were 
given unto every one of them and it was said unto them that they 
should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and 
their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled". 
(Rev. 6: 9 -11). 

The reference to an altar is Jewish and more particularly the 
sentiments expressed are Jewish. The Church never calls for judgment 
on its oppressors, but Christian martyrs have prayed for their perse
cutors and asked for their forgiveness. The language here is in the 
language of the imprecatory psalms, calling on God for vengeance. 

Both the Church's call for forgiveness and the Jews' call for 
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vengeance are God-inspired and in accordance with His methods in 
the respective dispensations. Here God approves the call for vengeance. 

The Old Testament martyrs are here in view and it is clear there 
are to be other martyrs of their brethren and their fellowservants who 
will be killed during the tribulation period. 

The cry is for vengeance on people on the earth, and it is a solemn 
awful judgment that must come. 

Here we see again heaven concerned with and considering things 
on the earth. The "souls" of the martyrs are seen under the altar. 
These saints have not yet been resurrected for they are seen as "souls". 

The life of a sacrifice - the blood, representing life given in death 
- passed under the altar. So these saints are seen in heaven as having
poured out their souls in sacrifice - a sacrifice which God will honour
for white robes are given to every one of them.

They are told to wait "a little season" - the period remaining 
until the tribulation should pass and the resurrection of the Old 
Testament and tribulation saints takes place at the second advent of 
Messiah. 

The Sixth Seal 

"And I beheld when He had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, then� 
was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of 
hair; and the moon became as blood; and the stars of Heaven fell 
unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she 
is shaken of a mighty wind. And the Heaven departed as a scroll when it 
is rolled together, and every mountain and island were moved out of 
their places. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the 
rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every 
bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens, and in the 
rocks of the mountains; and said to the mountains and rocks, 'Fall on 
us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne and 
from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of His wrath is 
come; and who shall be able to stand?'" (Rev. 6: 12 - 17). 

At least some of the expressions used here must be figurative or 
symbolic. The stars could not fall on the earth without obliterating it, 
for the earth is minute compared with any star. Also the heavens will 
not be ro11ed up as a scroll in physical fact until after the millennium. 

We believe accordingly that the language used here is figurative 
but depicts an open judgment from heaven upon earth that follows 
the changes, wars, famine and pestilence of the first four seals. It is 
clear that men know this is the hand of God for they seek to hide from 
God and from the wrath of the Lamb. 

It is certain that great upheavals will affect the whole earth, 
probably involving the final break-up of all human conventions, 
morality and authority. Wm. Kelly puts it "The persecuting powers 
and those subject to them will be visited judicially, and there will ensue 
a complete disruption of authority on the earth". 
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CHAPTER 7 

1. And after these things I saw four angels standing
on the four comers of the earth, holding the four winds
of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth,
nor on the sea, nor on any tree.
2. And I saw another angel ascending from the east,
having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a
loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to
hurt the earth and the sea,
3. Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the
trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their
foreheads.
4. And I heard the number of them which were sealed:
and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four
thousand of al:L the tribes of the children of Israel.
5. Of the tribe of 1Juda were sealed twelve thousand.
Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of
the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand.
6. Of the tribe of 2Aser were sealed twelve thousand.
Of the tribe of 3N epthalim were sealed twelve thousand.
Of the tribe of 'Manasses were sealed twelve thousand.
7. Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand.
Of the tribe cf Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the
tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand.
8. Of the tribe of 6Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand.
Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of 
the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand. 
9. After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which
no man cculd number, of all nations, and kindreds, and
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before
the Lamb, clothed with whit� robes, and palms in their
hands;
10. And cried ·,vith a loud voice, saying, Salvation to
c-ur God which sitteth uoon the throne, and unto the
Lamb.
11. And all the angels stood round about the throne,
and about the elders and the four 0beasts, and fell before
the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,
12. Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and
thanksgiving, and honour, and po.wer, and might, be 
unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 
13. And one of the elders answered, saying unto me,
7\Vhat are these which are arrayed in white robes? and
whence came they?
14. And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said
to me, These are they which came out of great tribula
tion, and have washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.
15. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and
serve him day and night in his temple: and he that
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.
16. They shall hunger no. more, neither thirst any more;
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.
17. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains
of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes,

i1udah. 

• Asher.
3 Naphtali.
4 Manasseh.
'Zebulwz. 

'living creatures. 

1 Who. 
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CHAPTER 7 

(a) The one hundred and forty-four thousand

The recounting of the judgments of tµe seals, trumpets and vials
is interrupted several times with sections which introduce other 
subjects which are apart from the judgments ap.d yet are related 
thereto. These breaks in the narrative of the trib4lation judgments are 
generally referred to as parenthetical sections and the design is to relate 
God's purposes for the earth with what is otherwise just a statement of 
happenings on the earth. The parenthetical sections reveql the true 
significance of what God is accomplishing in the events recorded. 
Chapter 7 is the first such section and it is interposed between the 
sixth and seventh seals. 

First, four angels are seen standing in the four corners of the 
earth, holding the four winds of heaven. The number four is essentially 
the number of things relating to earth, and in particular to God's ways of 
governmental control over the earth and its peoples. 

We are told that these angels were holding the four winds but 
they had power "to hurt the earth and the sea". 

However while the four angels were still withholding the use of 
their power to hurt, another angel appears from the east - that is 
frcm the area of the rising of the sun, indicativ.g that what is involved 
concerns the soon appearing of the Sun of Righteousness and the 
glorious kingdom of the King of kings. 

This angel, who is an advance messenger of the coming King 
directs the four angels holding the winds to delay their action which 
will bring hurt to the earth and its peoples, until a certain matter 
important to the King has been attended to. 

The angel then proceeds to "seal" one hundred and forty-four 
thousand of the nation of Israel. 

The judgment programme in the hands of the four angels is 
apparently to involve greater and more terrible woes than have already 
swept over the world under the first six seals. The new judgments are 
to affect the earth ( the land of Palestine and the nation of Israel) the 
Sea ( the restless masses of the ungodly nations) and the trees 
(individual persons, nations and institutions). God views the world of 
men in these three categories:-

1. Man in his settled forms of government - earth.
2. Man as a seething restless mass - sea.
3. Individuals - trees.

Whether or not this is the reference here it is clear that terrible 
further judgments are shortly to fall on the earth, the sea and the 
trees and that mankind is to be "hurt". 

The angel from the east holding up the judgments until 144,000 
are sealed is a startling new prophetic vision, and the significance of 
it is clear. 

Over and above the judgments of the tribulation, God has other 
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purposes, and these purposes relate particularly to Israel. Those sealed 
by the angel are persons selected by God to be set aside for Him 
and to be made and kept safe for purposes of His own. Those who are 
"sealed" with the mark of God on them will be held inviolate through 
the period of the judgment and they will be God's special representatives 
during that period and they will be still safe and ready to enter the 
Millennial Kingdom when the King comes. 

That the 144,000 sealed ones are all Jews is made very clear 
from the record for it is stated that there is to be 12,000 from each 
of the tribes that are specially named. Judah the tribe of the King is 
named first with 12,000 and then the other tribes are named in an 
unusual order and including Joseph as a tribe as well as his son 
Manasses. There is no way of spiritualising such factual definition where 
everything is so clearly related to Israel. We believe accordingly that 
a special group from the twelve tribes of Israel representing the Nation 
as a whole, will be set aside for a special work for God in this 
climacteric period. 

The nation of Israel is at present in a state of apostasy and has 
returned to Palestine in a state of apostasy. The nation will still be in 
apostasy during the tribulation and will suffer and be judged accordingly. 
But while the nation will be apostate, a godly remnant will appear and 
it is from this group that the 144,000 will be sealed and commissioned 
to be God's servants and missioners to the world in this period. 

The sealing of the 144,000 is in their foreheads, and it is effected 

by an angel "having the seal of the Living God". 
It is interesting to compare the sealing of believers who are 

members of the Church of God. "Christ ... in whom also after that 
ye believed ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise". Eph. 
1 : 13. An angel is the agent in the case of the 144,000; the Holy Spirit, 
in the c3se of the Church. 

( b) The Multitude no man could number

After the vision of the 144,000 and still in the same parenthetical
section, J obn is given another vision, this time of a group so large that 
it could not be numbered. Also, whereas the vision of the 144,000 
related to the nation of Israel only, this vision was of a multitude 
drawn from all nations and kindreds and peoples and tongues. 

If the first vision was of a sealing at the beginning of a period 
of terrible tribulation, the second vision is at the end of this period 
for John is distinctly told "These are they which have come out of 
the great tribulation". (Verse 14 ). 

This last vision which occupies the rest of the Chapter, appears 
to have been given to show the fruit to God that is harvested into the 
Millennial Kingdom. The purging of the earth in judgment is to produce 
precious fruit to the eternal kingdom. 

We find elsewhere in Revelation that God's special witnesses 
fearlessly present the claims of God and of righteousness during the 
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period of the tribulation and the result is a great in.gathering of souls. 
This is no doubt part of the work of the 144,000. These sain.ts are 
tested and suffer during the rigours of this period, and many of them 
are killed for the testimony of Jesus. 

The setting of the multitude so saved appears to be in ihe 
Millennial Kingdom on the earth. These are the people of the Lord, 
saved in the tribulation period, who are the Lord's at His coming -
the sheep on His right hand and at the day of His appearing. They 
worship and serve "in His temple". There is no temple in the eternal 
state and so we judge that this temple is on earth - the temple for 
worship in the Millennial Kingdom. 

There are of course, many Old Testament pictures of the Millennial 
Kingdom and of the temple at Jerusalem. For in.stance in Ezek. 
3 7 : 26 - 28 we read "Moreover, I will make a covenant of peace 
with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; and I will

place them, and multiply them and will set my sanctuary ht the midst 
of them for evermore. My tabernacle also shall be with them.; yea I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people, and the heathens shall 
know that I, the Lord do sanctify Israel when my sanctuary shall be in 
the midst of them for evermore". 

Also that the Gentiles will worship and serve at Jerusalem in the 
Millennial Kingdom is also firmly stated in the prophets. Isaiah telJs 
us in Isa. 66 : 18 "It shall come that I will gather all nations and 
tongues, and they shall come and see my glory". And again in Isa. 
66 : 20 - 21 "And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering 
unto the Lord out of all nations upon horses and in chariots and in. 
litters and upon mules and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain. 
Jerusalem ... And I will also take of them for priests and for Levites 
saith the Lord". 

This is exactly the picture we have in Revelation Chapter 7. The 
saints so seen in Millennial blessing, are clothed in white robes ( the 
righteousnesses of saints) and with palms in their hands ( for they are 
victors). 

One of the elders tells John that these are they who have come 
out of great tribulation and that they have washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Of course it is only the 
blood of the Lamb which can save and cleanse in the time of the 
tribulation as in any other period. But the implications of the eider's 
words to John are that these saints are wearing their own righteousnesses 
cleansed and sanctified by the blood of Christ. That is, they are seen as 
having come through the testing judgment at the second advent of 
Christ to earth wherein he will judge the peoples:- "The Son of Man 
shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall 
He sit upon the throne of His glory; and before Him shall be gathered 
all nations; and He shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats; and he shall set the sheep on His 
right side, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say to them 
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on His light hand "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was an hungered, and ye gave me meat, I was thirsty and ye gave me 
drink, I was a stranger� and ye took me in, naked, and ye clothed me; 
I was sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison and ye came unto me". 
Matt. 25: 31 -36. 

This is a picture of the righteousness of the tribulation saints in 
which they will worship and serve the King, these things having 
�10wever first been sanctified by the blood of Christ, for apart from 
Him the righteousnesses would only be filthy rags. 

Nor is this all, for the Gentiles and Jews so saved out of the 
great tribulation, worshipping and serving as Levites in the temple and 
at the throne in the Millennial Kingdom, are also promised an open 
heaven and the "for ever" of the redeemed. All the Old Testament 
prophets who portray the Millennial Kingdom while relating that 
Kingdom to the earth also speak of it as an eternal Kingdom. 
We understand that while the Millennium is a special period of one 
thousand years of personal rule by Christ on earth which period is 
broken by rebellion on earth at its end, nevertheless the Kingdom 
itself is preserved in the realms to which the King withdraws Himself. It 
is finally seen in the everlasting state in the New Heavens and the New 
Earth. All the redeemed - all truly bought by the blood of Christ -
whether Old Testament saints, Church saints, or tribulation or Millen
nial-Age saints - all will together inhabit the eternal Kingdom, 
where the Lamb shall feed them, and lead them unto the living 
fountains of waters "and God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes". 

CHAPTER 8 

The Seven Trumpets 

The Seventh Seal 

The opening of the seventh seal is an awesome event, for it 
finally opens the book and it is then finally revealed what is to befall 
the earth and the people in it. 

So solemn is the revelation of the seventh seal that there is 
silence in heaven about the space of half an hour. 

When the high priest was within the holy of holies on the day 
of atonement the people all remained in silence, but the sacrifice of 
the burnt offering was always accompanied by the voice of the 
trumpets, the sound of iron instruments and the clamour of the 
people, as we have it referred to in 2 Chronicles 29 ( 25 - 28. 

So now the silence in heaven is first related in our Chapter to 
events at the !!olden altar of incense and then we have a scene at the 
brazen altar of sacrifice to the accompaniment of the seven trumpets. 

ThP seventh seal produces first a sign in heaven which portends 
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events immediately to follow on earth and it introduces immediately 
the judgments of the seven trumpets, for as the seal is opened, John 
saw "the seven angels which stood before God, and to them were 
given seven trumpets". Before the seven angels prepare to sound 
however, we have the figures of the two altars. 

(a) The Golden Altar
This altar was seen before the throne and another angel with a

golden censer offered on the altar "much incense" ( representing 
Christ's fragrance to God) with the prayers of all saints. The fruit and 
value of Christ's work is thus first remembered in heaven in relation 
to the earth where that work was performed. 

( b) The Brazen Altar
The angel then took the censer and filled it with fire from the

brazen altar - the altar of sacrifice and cast it into the earth. 

Christ's blood was shed on the altar of sacrifice and there He 
died to bring life and blessing to men. But now for those remaining on 
earth who have rejected that sacrifice there can only be wrath and 
judgment. This is what is pictured by the taking of fire from the altar -
the fire that has consumed the sacrifice - and casting it on the earth. 
This is a symbolic act representing the meaning of the judgments that 
are to follow. Accordingly these judgments are increasingly severe and 
widespread. We are left in no doubt that the judgments represent the 
wrath of God against a world that has turned its back on the Saviour 
and His sacrificial offering of Himself as the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world. 

The judgments which follow on the earth are all heralded by 
trumpets sounded in turn by seven angels. The trumpet was a feature 
of the judgment of God which fell on doomed Jericho. And Jericho 
is a picture of the world as it will be on that day, ripe for judgment. 
The judgment of Jericho was enveloped in seven marchings and then 
the blowing of trumpets. 

In Israel trumpets were used as a call to arms and also in 
proclaiming the year of J ubilec. So now, the trumpets sound as God 
wars with the world and deals in judgment. But also these trumpets 
are preparing the way for the year of jubilee and the kingdom of the 
Prince of peace. It is the Day of the Lord. 

In the series of the trumpets again we have a first four and a last 
three. The first four relate entirely to the earth and these four trumpet 
judgments occupy the remainder of Chapter 8. 

The First Trumpet 

"The first angel sounded and there followed hail and fire mingled 
with blood and they were cast upon the earth; and the third part of 
trees was burnt up and all green grass was burnt up." 

The judgments of the trumpets and vials have points of similarity 
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CHAPTER 8 

1. And when he had opened the seventh seal, there
was silence in heaven about the space of: half an hour.
2. And I saw the seven angels which stood before God;
and to them were given seven trumpets.
3. And another angel came and stood at the altar,
having a golden cense-r; and there was given unto him
much im:t:nse, that he should offer it with the prayers
of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the
throne.
4. And the smoke o[ the incense, which came with the
prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the
angel's hand.
5. And the angel tock the censer, and filled it with fire
of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were
voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earth
qt,ake.
6. And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets
prepared themselves to sound.
7. The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and
fire mingled with bloc,d, and they were cast upon the
earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all
green grass was burnt up.
8. And ,he second angel sounded, and as it were a great
mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and
the third part of the sea became blood;
9. And the third oart of the creatures which were in the
sea, and bad life, -died; and the third part of the ships
were destroyed.
10. And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great
star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell
upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains
e-1 waters;

11. And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and
the third part of the water:; became wormwood; and
n1any men died of the waters, because they were made
bitter.

12. And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of
the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and
the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them
was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of
it, and the night likewise.

13. And I beheld, ;.nd heard an angel flying through
the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe,
woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other
voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet
to sound!
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with the plagues of Egypt. And as Egypt is a type of the world, so the 
plagues of Moses' day are a type of the judgments of the last days. 

Here under the trumpets we have "blood", "hail", "fire", and 
similar figures agreeing with the pictures drawn from Egypt's plagues. 
We understand accordingly that these figures now portray in thf. 
judgments of the tribulation, their prophetic prototypes. 

That hail and fire are used thus figuratively in Scripture is seen 
from such passages as Psalms 18: 12 - 13 "at the brightness that was 
before him his black clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire. The 
Lord also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave His voice; 
hail stones and coals of fire". 

That these things are all related is shown by the words in Micah 
7 : 15 "As in the days of your coming forth out of the land of Egypt, 
will I show unto him marvellous things". 

All the first four trumpet judgments have references to "a third 
part" which is a feature expression of this section. It is used persistently 
and pointedly and accordingly a prophetic subject is referred to. The 
old Roman Empire was in three parts, Eastern, Central and Western, 
the Western being the area centering on Rome itself and filling the 
area subsequently known as Christendom. In the revival of the Empire 
under the Beast of the Last Day there is a good reason to believe that 
it will be the Western Empire that is unified under him, the Eastern area 
being under other prophetic Heads which are in opposition to the 
Beast. It seems likely accordingly that where "the third part" is men
tioned the reference is to the union of Western Powers over which the 
Man of Sin will reign. This will be particularly the area in which the 
so-called Christian Religion has special influence - the area of the 
Pope's special influence - the area of the European Economic 
Community together with America and the English and Spanish 
speaking nations. 

It is understood accordingly, that the first four trumpet judgments 
have to do particularly with the prophetic area of the "Christian" 
countries. 

The divine indignation symbolised by the hail, fire and blood is 
cast upon the whole prophetic earth, but it is most severe in "the third 
part". All "green grass" representing prosperity is burnt up everywhere. 
This figure is easily understood in a country like New Zealand where 
our prosperity is literally the green grass that produces wealth for all. 
One of the features of our present period in the Wes tern World is the 
widespread prosperity enjoyed everywhere in this materialistic age. 
The first trumpet judgment will burn· up all the prosperity, and one 
third of the trees, representing the settled way of life, government and 
the conventions of the Western World. 

The Second Trumpet 

"And the second angel sounded and as it were a great mountain 
burning with fire was cast into the sea; and the third part of the sea 
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became blood; and the third part of the creatures which were in the 
sea and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed. 

The words "as it were a great mountain" give another indication 
that we are dealing with prophetic figures as in a prophetic setting and 
not a factual setting such as we have in the history of the Exodus. 

If the first trumpet had to do more with the conditions of life 
in the prophetic earth, the second trumpet has to do with the peoples 
themselves - the great masses of humanity - but especially in 
Christendom. That the third part of the sea became blood indicates 
that there is death and destruction in the Roman World as anarchy 
prevails. 

The reference to "as it were a great mountain burning with fire", 
is illuminated by reference to Jeremiah 51 : 25 "Behold I am against 
thee O destroying mountain saith the Lord, which destroyeth all the 
earth: and I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee 
down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt mountain." The 
setting of this passage in Jeremiah 25 closely relates this prophecy 
to the end time, and Babylon is in view, which we find from Revelation 
17 is the Papacy and the Power of Rome. 

We gather accordingly that a catastrophic event affecting the 
Papacy plunges the peoples into death and dire disaster. One of the 
consequences is that commerce ( the ships) is destroyed. This appears 
to relate with the event later referred to in Revelation 18 when the 
fall of Babylon the Great is in view. 

The Third Trumpet 

"And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from 
heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of 
the rivers and upon the fountains of waters; and the name of the star 
is called 'Wormwood': and the third part of the waters became worm
wood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made 
bitter". 

Here a great star falls from heaven. Under the fifth trumpet 
another star is seen to fall from heaven, and in that case that star is 
referred to as "Him" for "to Him was given the key of the bottomless 
pit". It is likely accordingly that the third trumpet star is also a person 
who causes the springs of the spiritual or religious life of Christendom to 
stifle and become nauseating. 

Thoughout Scripture, "rivers" and "waters" speak of spiritual 
refreshment. Under the third trumpet the source of spiritual satisfaction 
is spoiled and made bitter, particularly in the region where the apostate 
Church is the ruling religious agency. 

The star is called "wormwood", meaning bitter and poisonous 
like the eastern bush or plant of that name. The sources of spiritual 
life are, of course, already poisoned in the apostate churches, but 
when men tum to the Church in their trial and sorrow in the tribulation 
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they will then learn and prove the bitterness of the poison that the 
whole system contains. They will look for comfort and only find 
remorse and bitterness. But further, following the fall of the Papacy 
the image of the Beast is worshjpped. The Beast himself sets up his 
demonaic form of worship and is seen here as the Star called wormwood 
fallen from heaven. Here he is seen as coming to men in a new capacity 
as the spiritual "star" of the age poisoning the sources of spiritual health 
and life on the earth. 

The Fourth Trumpet 

"And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun 
was smitten, and the third part of the moon, the third part of the stars: 
so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for 
a third part of it, and the night likewise." 

In this passage "the third part" is referred to five times and all 
that relates to "the third pa1t" or to Christendom as such, is obviously 
brought to completion. 

The natural result of shading a third of the sun or moon would 
be not to give a third of the day or night in darkness. Again the whole 
sense of the passage is to negative the strictly literal and to point to 
a prophetic and figurative meaning. This depicts spiritual darkness that 
ensues with the setting up of the image of the Beast. 

The judgments of the first four trumpets have been more severe 
than anything seen under the seven seals but worse is still to follow. 
Now in a break between the fourth and fifth trumpets, John sees and 
hears an angel flying through the midst of heaven saying with a loud 
voice "Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the 
other voices of the trumpet of the three angels which are yet to sound". 

CHAPTER 9 

The Fifth Trumpet 

"And the fifth angel sounded and I saw a star fallen from 
heaven unto the earth, and there was given unto him the key of the 
pit of the abyss." 

The star is a person, referred to as "him", a star capable of 
using a key. Again the language is figurative for stars do not usually 
turn keys, and we assume that the other expressions used in the passage 
that follows are figurative also. 

The star is not seen "to fall" as under the third trumpet, but is 
seen "fallen" already. Accordingly it appears that the same star which 
fell at the third trumpet is now seen again "fallen'' under the fifth 
trumpet. 

The subjects in view under the third and fifth trumpets have 
much in common for the judgments are both of a spiritual and moral 
order. It is to be noted that the effect of the judgment of the fifth 
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CHAPTER 9 

1. And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall
from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the
key of the bottomless pit.
2. And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose
a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace;
and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the
smoke of the pit.
3. And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the
earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions
of the earth have power.
4. And it was commanded them that they should not
hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing,
neither any tree; but only those men which have not the
seal of God in their foreheads.
5. And to them it was given that they should not kill
them, but that they should be tormented five months:
and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when
he striketh a man.
6. And in those days shall men seek death, and shall
not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee
from them.
7. And the shaoes of the locusts were like unto horses
prepared unto. battle; and on their heads were as it were
crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of
men.
8. And they had hair as the hair of women, and their
teeth were as the teeth of lions.
9. And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of 
iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of 
chariots of many horses running to battle.
10. And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there
were stings in their tails; and their power was to hurt
men five months.
11. And they had a king over them, which is the angel
of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue
is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name
Apollyon.
12. One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes
more hereafter.
13. And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice
frcm the four horns of the golden altar which is before
God,
14. Saying to the sixth angel which had the trurn.Pet,
Loose the four angels which are bound in the great nver
Euphrates.
15. And the four angels were loosed, which were pre
pared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year,
for to slay the third part of men.
16. And the number of the army of the horsemen were
two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number
of them.
17. And thus I saw the horses in the visio� and them
that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of
jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses
were as too heads of lionB; and out of their mouths



CHAPTER 9 Page 53 

seal is to produce spiritual death, and not physical death. Men long for 
death, their sufferings of mind and spirit are so great, but death cannot 
be found. "And in those days men shall seek death and shall in no wise 
find it, and shall long to die and death shall flee from them." 

As a result of the use of the key of the abyss, "there arose a smoke 
out of the pit as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun was 
darkened, and the air, by the smoke of the pit". 

The abyss is clearly not the actual prison house of the departed 
wicked for we are told assuredly that Christ holds the key of death and 
pell and it is unthinkable that He would surrender it to anyone. The 
use of the word abyss is also used figuratively in Revelation elsewhere 
relative to the Beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit. These 
expressions appear to refer to a power or force for evil coming out 
of oblivion into a place of prominence and importance in relation to 
life on the earth. 

The Devil and his angels have always had access to the earth, 
but now a special place is given to the Devil and his followers who 
are ref erred to here as locusts. The immediate result of this upsurge of 
Demon activity is "smoke arising which darkens the air and the sun. 
T!tis is devilish smoke out of the pit and refers to activity in the 
minds and spirits of men who are darkened and poisoned by it. Indeed 
this is what distinguishes the last three trumpet plagues from the four 
earlier ones, that these are Devil inspired and led. 

The locusts themselves appear out of the smoke "upon the earth". 
This is a more precise manifestation of the nature of this evil and that 
the locusts come forth "upon the earth" indicates that this judgment 
has special regard to Israel and the land of Palestine. That Israel is 
especia1ly in view is confirmed by the statement that the locusts bad 
power to hurt "only the men who have not the seal of God upon their 
foreheads". As it is only Israelites who are sealed, the reference to 
sealing obviously indicates that it is the unsealed of Israel that are 
hurt. 

"And there was given to them authority as the scorpions of the 
earth have authority; and it was said to them that they should not hurt 
the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the 
men who have not the seal of God upon their foreheads; and it was 
given them that they should not kill these, but that they should be 
tormented five months; and their torment was as the torment of a 
scorpion when he striketh a man." 

This passage further confirms that this plague is not against 
material things or physical life, but is a "torment" of the mind and 
spirit. A period is set for the duration of this plague - five months. 

The locusts and their leader are then described as though they 
were a phantom army - "And the likenesses of the locusts were like 
horses prepared for war; and on their heads were as it were crowns 
like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men, and they had hair 
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issued fire and smoke and brimstone. 

18. By these three was the third part of men killed, by

the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which

issued out of their mouths.

19. For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails:

for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads,

and with them they do hurt.

20. And the rest of the men which were not killed by

these plagues yet repented not of the works of their

bands, that they should not worship 1devils, and idols

of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: 1 demons. 

which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:

21. Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their

sorceries, nor of �heir fornication, nor of their thefts.

as the hair of women, and their teeth were as those of lions, and they 
had breastplates, as it were iron breastplates; and the sound of their 
wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to the battle; 
and they had tails like scorpions, and stings; and their power was in 
their tails to hurt men for five months. They have over them a king, 
the angel of the Abyss; his name is in the Hebrew Abaddon, and in 
the Greek he has the name Apollyon". 

In acconJarice with scriptural terminology, the fact that these 
strange beings had hair "as the hair of women" means that they are 
under authority. This is confirmed by the statement "They have over 
them a king". The king who has them in authority, and who sends 
them out to this idealistic and uncanny warfare is the Devil himself. 
That he is named first in Hebrew and then in Greek indicates that the 
plague is directed firstly and mainly at Israel, but also on the Gentile 
nations as well. 

Accordingly the fifth plague introduces the special activity of the 
Devil in the tribulation period. He is to be allowed wide powers in this 
final period in which is manifested fully the evil and the wickedness 
that is in the heart of both man and Devil. 

"The first woe is past. Behold there come still two woes after 
these things." 

The Sixth Trumpet 

"And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four 
horns of the golden altar which is before the throne of God, saying to 
the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are 
bound in the great river Euphrates. And the four angels were loosed, 
which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, 
for to slay the third part of men." 

The reference to the golden altar indicates that the judgment to 
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follow is connected with a cry from God's people. The Euphrates is the 
great boundary on the North Eastern side of the area set aside by God 
for Israel. The reference to the Euphrates indicates that we have 
something in view affecting Israel and also the area beyond the 
Euphrates. 

The cry from the altar of incense seems to relate to the desecration 
in the Land of Israel referred to by Daniel as "the abomination of 
desolation", and to the call of the true remnant of God who pray 
incessantly that God will judge and remove the abomination and that 
He will avenge the persecution of His servants. 

The expression "abomination of desolation" has the significance 
"the abomination that brings desolation". Under the sixth trumpet the 
abomination in the land of Israel is seen to call for judgment, and the 
desolation is released- that is the power of the North. 

The four angels bound represent the great N orthem Confederacy 
which is a group of four, prophetically:- "Gog, of the land of Magog, 
Prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal". These areas represent the area 
at present controlled by Russia plus Iran - that is all the areas on 
the Northern side of the Euphrates. 

The great godless power of Russia has been massing and equipping 
itself for war for some time now, and it will continue to do so. But 
this tremendous agency for evil is held or bound by God at present 
and will continue bound until a time appointed by God, which occurs 
at the sixth trumpet. This is what is represented by "the four angels 
that are bound by the great river Euphrates". 

We are told that the four angels were loosed "who were prepared 
for the hour and day and month and year" to kill the third part of 
men. This is a statement that God has fixed an exact hour, day, month 
and year when he will release this force He has allowed to form, that 
His will may be performed. 

Accordingly as we look today at the formidable and evil power of 
Russia we may know that sanctions and treaties and power politics 
are not the things which contain the power, but God has it bound and 
held within its limits until that hour of His appointing. The Church of 
God will not see that hour. The hour will come at the sixth trumpet. 

When this force is released its mission is to kill "the third part" 
of men. Here again we have the prophetic reference to the Empire of 
the Beast and we remember that the Euphrates was ever the eastern 
boundary of the Roman Empire as well as of the country promised 
to Israel. The Roman Power and Russia are thus opposed to each other 
and the clash comes as the Russian hordes deploy over Palestine. 

"And the number of the army of horsemen were two hundred 
thousand thousand; and I heard the number of them. And thus I saw the 
horses in the vision; and them that sat on them, having breastplates of 
fire and of jacinth and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as 
the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and 
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CHAPTER 10 

1. And I saw another mighty angel come down from

heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon

his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his

feet as pillars of fire:

2. And he had in his hand a little 1book open: and he

set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the

earth,

3. And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth:

and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their

voices.

4. And when the seven thunders had uttered their

voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from

heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which lhe

reven thunders uttered, and write them not.
5. And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and

upc:n the earth lifted up his hand to heaven,

6. And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who

created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the

earth, and the things th.at therein are, and the sea, and

the things which are therein, that there should be time

no longer.

7. But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel,

when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should

b� finished, as he hath declared to his servants the

prophets.

8 And the vc.ice which I heard from heaven spake

unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book

which is o_pen in the hand of the angel which standeth

upon the sea and upon the earth.

9. And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give

me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and

eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall

be in thy mouth sweet as honey.

I 0. And I took the little book out of the angel's hand,

and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey:
and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.

11. And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again

before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and

kings.

1 or scroll. 
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brimstone. By these three was the third part of men killed
1 

by the fire 
and by the smoke, and by the brimstone which issued out of their 
mouths. For their power is in their mouths and in their tails: for their 
tails were like unto serpents and had heads, and with them they do 
hurt". 

This is the prophetic picture of the warfare introduced to the 
world by Russia when she invades Palestine to enter into conflict with 
the Beast. The machines of war described, probably are rockets loaded 
with atomic warheads and in a short time destruction is done throughout 
the \Vestem World. 

Russia is thus used to bring the woe of a terrible death throughout 
the cities and habitations of the Western World. 

The effect of these awful events is then noted "and the rest of 
the men which are not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the 
works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols 
of gold and silver and brass and stone and of wood: which neither 
can see, nor hear, nor walk: neither repented they of their murders, 
nor their sorceries, nor their fornication, nor of their thefts". 

CHAPTER 10 

As there was a break between the sixth and seventh seals, so now 
there is a break between the sixth and seventh trumpets. Chapter I 0 
brings the second parenthetical section in Revelation, and again we tum 
from the narrative of events on the earth to consider the divine 
significance of these events. 

The Mighty Angel 

"And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, 
clothed with a cloud, and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face 
was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:" 

It is only the Lord Jesus Himself whose face is as the sun and 
whose feet are as pillars of fire and only He could wear about His 
head the rainbow last seen around the throne in heaven. 

The Lord here appears descending from heaven in the form of 
an angel as He did when He revealed Himself to Abraham and in His 
relationship with Israel in Old Testament days. In the vision He is 
clothed in a cloud reminiscent of the cloud in which the Lord manifested 
Himself as He led Israel through the Red Sea and the wilderness. 

We accordingly recognise the Lord appearing on the earth in 
relation to matters affecting Israel, and there is mercy and promise in 
His purpose for the rainbow is about His head. 

This is not the great appearing of our Lord when all eyes shall 
behold Him, but is a Christopheny and prophetic view of the Lord 
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to reveal to readers of the book the place and position reached in the 
divine programme for the ages. 

The Little Book, Open 

"And He had in His hand a little book, open: and He set His 
right foot upon the sea and His left foot on the earth.n 

The sealed book of Chapter 5 has to do with events hidden in 
the divine purposes and revealed only at the breaking of the seals. 
The little book, open, similarly refers to divine purposes, but it refers 
to divine purposes already "open", known and available in the hands 
of men ·on the earth. The open book is the writings of the prophets 
of old which relate to the era now in view. That the Lord appears 
from heaven and sets His feet on sea and earth with the little book in 
His hands, means that the events recorded in such detail by the prophets 
are now at this time to be fulfilled. 

That this is the meaning, is confirmed by the words which follow 
shortly: "And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the 
earth lifted up his hand to heaven and sware by Him that liveth for 
ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, 
and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea and the 
things which are therein, that there should be delay no longer''. 

The English authorised version gives the important words as 
"that there should be time no longer". But the Old English and the 
Greek used here give the sense of this solemn oath to be "that there 
should be delay no longer". 

The fulfilment of the prophesies of the open little book have been 
long delayed, but now the Lord certifies that there should be delay 
no longer. 

This point appears to be about half way through the period of 
the tribulation or half way through the years of Daniel's seventieth 
week. In the first three and a half years there is very little in Old 
Testament prophecies that matches the details of the judgments of the 
seals and trumpets. But from now on the events recorded in Revelation 
are closely related.to the Old Testament prophecies. 

Not only does the Lord declare that there shall be delay no longer 
but in _an act of possession He sets His feet on the sea and land, for 
these are shortly to be secured to Him and so the Sun of Righteousness 
has risen with healing in His wings (Mal. 4 : 2). This He does still in 
the character of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah for as He sets His feet 
on ·sea and earth He "cried with a loud voice as when a lion roareth, 
and when He had cried, �even thunders uttered their voices". 

The Seven Thunders 

"And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was 
about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, 'Seal 



CHAPTER 10 Page 59 

up those things which the seven thunders uttered and write them not'." 
The thunder of God relates to judgment and the glory of God in 

Old Testament poetic language. "The Lord also thundered in the 
heavens and the Highest gave His voice" ( Psa. 18 : 13). "The voice of 
the Lord is upon the waters, the God of glory thundereth" ( Psa. 29 : 3). 

The seven thunders indicate the full expression of the divine 
voice in fullest judgment and glory. Terrible things are in store for the 
earth, and John is about to write and record these things as he has 
recorded the judgments of the seals and trumpets. But he is told to seal 
this vision and not to write it. It may be that the reason for this 
is that mercy may yet temper these judgments as the Lord indicates in 
Matt. 24 : 22 ,vhen He says "And except those days should be 
shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those 
days shall be shortened". 

The l\tlystery of God 

"But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall 
begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as He hath 
declared to His servants the prophets." 

Again we are directly referred to the Old Testament prophets and 
told the time that the mystery of God is to· be finished. This is to be 
in the days when the seventh angel "shall begin to sound". The seventh 
trumpet is not a single moment of time but a period in the tribulation, 
for we are told "In the days . . . when he begins to sound". This 
immediately refutes the suggestion that the seventh trumpet of 
Revelation is "the last trump" of 1 Cor. 15 : 52. The one is a period 
of reference, the other is the event of a moment and the event associated 
with it occurs "in the twinkling of an eye". 

The mystery of God is the final solution of the problem posed 
by the first of all prophecies:- "And I will put enmity between thee 
( the serpent) and th� woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it 
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heal" ( Gen. 3 : 15). 

The whole Bible is the story of the conflict between the power 
of evil in the world and God's power to save through the seed of the 
woman. This struggle is a mystery in any way from which it may be 
viewed, and God's patience with evil is a mystery now to be finished. 
This is the meaning in a negative sense, meaning the mystery of God 
in suffering evil. Positively, it means that the mystery of God in 
providing a God-Man, suffering-glorified Redeemer to bring the world 
back to God is soon to be finished. The issue will soon be apparent 
as the purposes of God, till now a mystery, mature with the advent of 
the Millennium Kingdom. In a word the contents of the little Book 
tell of th fulfillment of the prophecies relating to these matters, soon 
now to be fulfilled and finished. 

Eating the Little Book 

"And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, 
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CHAPTER 11 

1. And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and
the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple
of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.
2. But the court which is without the temple leave out,
and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles:
and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and
two months.
3. And I will give power ur,to my two witnesses, and
they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and three
score days, clothed in sackcloth.
4. These are the two olive trees, and 1the two candle- 1 Zech. 4. 
sticks standing before the God of the earth. 
5. And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out
of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any
man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.
6. These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in
the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters
to tum them to blood, and to smite the earth with all
plagues, as of ten as they will.
7. And when they shall have finished their testimony,
the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall
make war against them, and shall overcome them, and
kill them.
8. And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the
great city, which spiritually is called, Sodom and Egypt,
where also our Lord was crucified.
9. And they of the people and kindreds and tongues
and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and
an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put
in graves.
10. And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice
over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to
another; because these two prophets tormented them that
dwelt on the earth.
11. And after three days and an half the spirit of life
from God entered into them, and they stood upon their
feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.
12. And they heard a great voice from heaven saying
unto them, Come up -hither. And they ascended up to
heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.
13. And the same hour was there a great earthquake, • terrified.
and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake
were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant
were 2aff righted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.
14. The second woe is oast; and, behold, the third woe
cometh quickly.
15. And the seventh angel sounded; and there were
great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.
16. And the four and twenty elders, which sat before
God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped
God,
17. Saying, We give thee thanks, 0 Lord God Almighty,
which ,flrt, and wast, and art to come; because tho.u hast
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and said, 'Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the 
angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth'. And I went 
unto the angel, and said unto him, 'Give me the little book'. And he 
said unto me, 'Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, 
but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey'. And I took the little book 
out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet 
as honey; and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. And he 
said unto me, 'Thou must prophesy again before many peoples and 
nations and tongues and kings'." 

The last words clearly summarise the effect of the whole vision of 
Chapter 10, "Thou must prophesy again ... " That is, John is about 
to record in the following Chapters of his Revelation, again, that which 
the Old Testament prophets have already recorded. 

The figure of eating a book is given elsewhere in Jeremiah and 
in Ezekiel and clearly the teaching is that the prophet is to assimilate 
the meaning and the message and so be able to enunciate it and declare 
it. That it was sweet to his taste refers to joy and delight that will result 
to the people of God who understand the message. The bitterness in the 
belly refers however, to the pain and sorrow that must precede the 
blessing, as travail precedes the joy of motherhood. The exultant 
gladness of the kingdom of peace comes only after the sorrows and 
judgments of the great tdbulation. 

CHAPTER 11 

As Chapter 10 takes us in prospect to the "finishing" of the 
mystery of God, now Chapter· 11 takes us quickly in a few words to the 
end, for after further parenthetical detail in verses 1 and 2, we are told 
of the work of the two witnesses who serve God during the last part of 
the tribulation period, and then we have the seventh angel sounding and 
the final judgments fall as a great voice from heaven declares "The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever". "And the four and 
twenty elders which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their 
faces and worshipped God, saying, 'We give thee thanks O Lord God 
Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come, because thou hast 
taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations were 
angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that thou 
shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints 
and them that fear thy .name, small and great; and shouldest destroy 
them which destroy the earth'." 

The last verse of this Chapter, verse 19, is properly· the com
mencing verse of a new subject matter and introduces the matters 
dealt with in Chapter 12, and will be considered in these notes with 
that Chapter accordingly. 

Verse 18 of Chapter 11 brings us to the very end of the tribulation 
and to the establishing of the Millennial Kingdom. It refers to the "time 
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taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 

18. And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come,
and the time of the dead, that they should be judged,
and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants
the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy
name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them
which destroy the earth.

19. And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and
there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament:
and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings,
and an earthquake, and great hail.

of the dead" and to the reward of prophets and saints: This agrees with 
references later in Revelation to the resurrection of the just which is 
completed at that time. We understand from references such as this 
and from remarks in Daniel's prophecies that the resurrection of Old 
Testament saints occurs at this point, at the second advent, at the end 
of the tribulation period. The resurrection of martyrs of the tribulation 
period occurs at the same time, as we shall see from later passages in 
the book. The first resurrection, the resurrection of the just is in 
progressive order - first Christ Himself, the first fruits, then the 
Church when He comes to the air before the tribulation commences, 
and finally the Old Testament and tribulation saints at the second 
advent. 

Having quickly brought us to the end, in Chapter 11, John 
proceeds in succeeding Chapters to give in more detail the events given 
here in a few words. The succeeding Chapters cover the last three and a 
half years of the tribulation period and events thereafter. The judgments 
of the seven vials all occur during the time of the sounding of the 
seventh trumpet, which obviously has a considerable period, longer 
than would be thought just from the reading of Chapter 11. 

The other subjects of Chapter 11 are: 

(a) The measuring of the temple.
( b) The two witnesses.

(a) The Measuring of the Temple

This section is a continuation of the second parenthetical section
of the book. 

"And there was given me a reed like unto a rod; and the angel 
stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, 
and them that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple 
leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the 
holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months." 

The last reference here to a period of forty-two months or three 
and one half years for which time the Gentiles· shall tread under foot 
the holy city, clearly fixes the point at which we have arrived. That is, 
the little book, open, appears when there is still three and one half 
years of the tribulation period to run. This is obviously the last period 
of half a prophetic week referred to in Daniel's prophecy of the seventy 
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weeks. ''And in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and 
the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he 
shall make it desoiate, even until the consumation, and that determined 
shall be poured upon the desolate" (Dan. 9 : 27). 

The meaning is that a period of three and one half years has to 
run yet to complete the days of the Gentiles and the working of evil 
in the world. The court of the Gentiles is not to be measured because 
for this period the Gentiles are still to work out their own awful 
destiny as the judgments of God multiply upon them and as God's 
purposes ripen fast to the finishing of the mystery of God. 

On the other hand there are many people in the world during this 
three and one half years who are God's elect and they are the subject 
of the first part of this Chapter. In verse one they are represented by 
the Temple which is measured. God's people are viewed as a temple 
in several places in Scripture. The Church itself is viewed in this figure 
with all the members as stones - living stones in the building. The 
figure for the Church is rather related to the "House of God". Here we 
have the tribulation saints in view and a temple or Jewish setting with 
altar and sacrifice is appropriate to the prophetic view both in Revel
ation and Daniel. 

The significance of the measuring is that the elect of this period 
are all known of God. He has a care for them and they are His special 
concern and He wants it known and understood that this is so. 

Jehovah is fully committed by oath and promise to Abraham, to 
Jacob, to Moses, to David, to the Prophets, and to the nation of Israel 
to bring a remnant and a seed into blessing on the earth under Messiah 
the Prince. We are to understand from the picture given here that God 
is actively engaged in preparing and preserving this remnant while at the 
same time He is bringing judgment on the world that has rejected the 
Saviour. And this remnant is a godly, choice, worshipping remnant. 

( b) The Two Witnesses

To hearten and encourage this godly remnant, and also to testify
to the whole world, saint and sinner alike, God sends two witnesses 
who are given miraculous power. 

"And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 
prophesy a thousand two hundred and three score days, clothed in 
sackcloth. These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks 
standing before the God of the earth. And i( any man will hurt them, 
fire proceedeth out of their mouth and devoureth their enemies; and 
if any man wiJl hurt them he must in this manner be killed. These 
have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their 
prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to 
smite the earth with all plagues as often as they will." 

The period for which the two witnesses testify is again three and 
one half years and we understand that this is again the last half of the 
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tribulation period, though the indications in the following verses of 
Chapter 11 are that the period for the witnesses terminates a little 
before the $econd advent for the two witnesses suffer death and a 
miraculous resurrection and ascension, before the coming of Christ 
to reign. 

They are God's witnesses, and He gives them special power which 
no man can oppose, at n time when the Devil through the Man of Sin 
and the false prophet is also displaying miraculous power for purposes 
of evil. 

The statement is made clearly that these are the two olive trees 
and the two candcsticks standing before the God of the earth. This 
again is a reference to the Old Testament prophets. In Zechariah 4 
we have the vision of the two olive trees and the two candlesticks 
which are set in a manner to indicate that Israel is in view in the two 
sections of the two kingdoms of Israel and Judah. And again 
Zechariah's vision terminates with the angel's words to him "These are 
the tv,:o anointed ones that stand by the Lord of the whole earth". 

We understand accordingly that God selects and empowers two 
n:;en to represent cfficial!y on His behalf Israel and Judah in the godly 
remnant to be preserved for Bim. The mission of the two witnesses is 
in relation to the remnant of Israel but their work is world-wide. They 
stand before the God of the whole earth. 

It should be noticed that the two witnesses are not to act in the 
gentle persuasive manner of Gospel preachers in this era of the grace 
of God who meekly submit to persecution and pray for their persecutors. 
On the contrary they will kill those who oppose them. They will bring 
judgment to earth, shutting up heaven that it will not rain. The character 
of their ministry is more like that of the Old Testament prophets and 
particularly like the ministry of Moses and Elijah. 

This is striking, especially when we remember that Moses and 
Elijah were associated with the Lord on the mount of tt'ansfiguration 
when He ga01e tl�ose close to Him a preview of His coming glory. 

Further there is the Old Testament expectation accepted by the 
Lord in His earthly ministry "that Elias must first come". These 
prophecies declare that the way of the coming King is to be prepared 
by an Elijah. This Scripture had a first fulfilment with the coming 
and ministry of John the Baptist who was sent to prepare the path 
of the King and to preach repentance unto righteousness. If the Jews 
of Jesus' day had accepted their Messiah when He entered Jerusalem 
on the ass, the period of tribulation we now have in view would not 
have been needed. But Jesus and His fore-runner John were both 
refused by the nation. 

Now in the period we have before us in Revelation the King is 
ccming in judgment unto glory and again the way must be prepared 
before Him. Accordingly the two witnesses are a refulfilment of the 
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prophecy that Elijah must first come. The two witnesses testify in the 
power and spirit of Elijah. 

They are not re-incarnations of Moses and Elijah, for this is a 
thought foreign to all that Scripture contains. Men who have gone to 
their reward are never recalled to life and service in the flesh. But 
as John the Baptist was clearly stated to be not Elijah and yet a 
fulfilment of the prophecy that Elijah must first come, so the two 
witnesses will not be the prophets themselves but they will fulfil the 
prophecies by coming in the power and spirit of Moses and Elijah. 

Their work will be to demonstrate that God is God of the world. 
They will preach righteousness. They will encourage and strengthen 
the godly remnant, and working with the 144,000 sealed of Israel will 
be God's messengers for the preaching of the everlasting gospel. 
Multitudes will respm:d to the call of God and these will form the 
peoples with which the Lord will commence His millennial kingdom. 

CHAPTER 12 

Here we enter upon the third parenthetical section of the Book 
�rrd �ome \Vonderful subjects are unfolded in Chapters 12 and 13. 

In this section of two chapters five subjects are in view: 

Chapter 12 (a) A woman clothed with the sun. 
(b) A great red dragon.
( c) A man child.

Chapter 13 ( d) The beast. 
( e) The second beast.

(a) A We.man Clothed with the Sun

As we shall see, the Dragon is Satan and the Man Child is the
Lord J e�us. The woman who gives birth to the Man Child is Israel. 
It could not possibly be the Church for there is no sense in which the 
Church gives birth to Christ. But Israel was honoured to bring forth 
the Messiah, cf the tribe of Judah and of the line and lineage of David. 
He was the "son" promised to �srael. That it is Israel is also clear from 
the reference to the sun and moon and twelve stars which agree with 
Joseph's visions and relate to glory in Israel. 

Accordingly we have in this Chapter a divine picture of the 
relationship in this period of the tribulation of Israel, Satan and Christ. 

( b) The Great Red Dragon

The dragon was worshipped in Egypt as part of the devil-wor3hip
of that land and the evil that withstood the children of Israel and Israel's 
God is seen in Scripture as devil-inspired evil. So in Ezekiel 29 : 3 the 
Lord says through the prophet "Behold I am against thee, Pharaoh, 
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CHAPTER 12 

1. And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a
woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her
feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:
2. And she being with child cried, travailing in birth,
and pained to. be delivered.
3. And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and
behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten
horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.
4. And his tail drew the third part of the stars of
heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered,
for to devour her child as soon as it was born.
5. And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule
all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught
up unto God, and to his throne.
6. And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she
hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her
there a thcusand two hundred and threescore days.
7. And there was war in heaven: Michael and his
angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought
and his angels,
8. And prevailed not; neither was their place found
any more in heaven.
9. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
ca.lied the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
wc.rld: he was ca�t out into the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him.
10. And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, No.w
is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our
God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of
our brethren is cast down, which accused them before
our God day and night.
11. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb,
and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not
their lives unto the death.
I 2. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in
them. W:Je to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea!
for the devil is come down unto you, having great
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short
time.
I 3. And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto
the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth
the man child.
14. And to the woman were given two wings of a great
eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her
place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and
half a time, from the face of the serpent.
15. And the serpent cast out of his mouth waler as a
f10od after the woman, that he might cause her to be
carried away of the flood.
16. And the earth helped the woman, and the earth
opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which
the dragon cast out of his mouth.
17. And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and
went to. make war with the remnant of her seed, which
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony
of Jesus Christ.
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king of Egypt, the great dragon that Heth in the midst of his rivers 
which hath said "My river is mine own and I have made it for myself". 
In the same way evil in Nebachadnezzar's day is seen in Jeremiah 
51 : 34 to be 'like a dragon'. 

Satan is introduced in Scripture as a serpent, his work in Egypt 
and Babylon is referred to in the expression "a dragon", or "a great 
dragon", and now he is referred to plainly in Revelation 12 as "The 
Great Red Dragon". Red, because the evil has produced blood. The 
evil is now fully developed and in this period in view in Revelation 
his character and work is fully revealed. 

We are not left in any doubt that Satan is referred to, for in 
Rev. 20 :·2 we are told "And he laid hold on the dragon, that old 
serpent, which is the Devil and Satan". He is also similarly identified 
in Verse 9 of our present chapter. 

( c) A Man Child

"Who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron."
This is a quotation from the second Psalm and there can b� no

question that the Messiah is referred to. Christ is referred to in three 
particulars. First His birth is remembered, then His destiny as the one 
who is to rule all nations with a rod of iron and finally "caught up unto 
God and to His throne". 

The fact that Christ is introduced in this Chapter as the Man-child 
who is to rule with a rod of iron· indicates that this is the character 
in which He is to be viewed in the time of the fulfilment of this prophecy. 
His rule of iron is approaching. 'J_"be fact that He has been "caught up" 
brings a kindred thought in- that the Church which is His body has 
prior to this Chapter, also been "caught up" and the Church also will 
shortly be with Him to share with Him the ruling of the nations. 

Satan is introduced as �'a wonder in heaven", a great red dragon 
"having seven heads, and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his 
heads". We find that the Beast described in the next chapter has seven 
heads and ten horns, and accordingly we are to understand that in this 
era in view, Satan and the Beast are related. Indeed the truth seems to 
be that the Beast which is the Roman Empire in its final form under 
the headship of · the Man of Sin is directed by Satan who indwelli; 
the Man of Sin. 

The woma_ri, Israel, is in view in the character of the godly 
remnant in the wilderness of this world. "And the woman fled into the 
wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should 
feed her there a thousand two hundred and three score days." Again 
the period in �hich she is viewed is in the last three and one half years 
of the tribulation. That it is the godly remnant that is in view and not 
the whole nation, is confirmed by the last verse of the Chapter which 
reads "And the dragon was wrath with the woman and went to make 
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war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of 
God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ". 

Having de�cribed these "wonders", John next proceeds in his revel
ation to record "And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels 
fought against the dragon, and the dragon fought and his angels, and 
prevailed not, neither was their place found any more in heaven. And 
the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 
Satan which deceiveth the whole world, and he was cast out into the 
earth, and his angels were cast out with him". 

It is often overlooked that Satan is at present the "Prince of the 
power of the air", and that he has access to heaven itself where he is 
"the accuser of the brethren". But at the point now reached in the 
tribulation period, Satan is cast out of heaven. His power in the sphere 
of the heavens is terminated and his authority and access is ended. 
God's servant in this action is Michael whose name means "who is 
like God". Appropriately Michael fights with the angel of light -
Lucifer - who said to Eve "Ye shall be like Gods". 

Michael is God's warrior angel and this conflict viewed by John 
is also seen by Daniel who records the angel's words to him "Michael 
shall stand up, the great prince that standeth for the children of thy 
people: and ttere shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy 
people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the 
book" (Dan. 12 : 1). 

Daniel refers directly to results on the earth resulting from the 
conflict which John sees taking place in heaven. 

John next records the heavenly significance of the casting out 
of Satan "And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come 
salvation and strength and the kingdom of our God, and the power of 
His Christ; for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused 
them before our God day and night. And they overcame him by the 
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved 
not their live:; unto the death. Therefore rejoice ye heavens and ye 
that dwell in them". 

In this passage heaven is viewing the remnant saints still on earth 
in the tribulation, and calls them "our brethren", and heaven rejoices 
that despite increased Satanic activity on earth, his sphere in heaven 
has been taken from him. 

The earth now becomes the Devil's only sphere and his activity 
there is greatly increased, especially as he know� his time is short. 
"Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and of the sea for the Devil is 
come down unto you. having great wrath because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time." 

The object of the Devil's wrath is the woman and the remnant of 
her seed "And when the dragon was cast unto the earth he persecuted 
the woman which brought forth the man child". 

This Chapter accordingly portrays the Devil's objectives on the 
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earth in the last half of the tribulation period. God's objectives are 
also portrayed here as far as they affect the godly remnant of Israel. 
"And to the woman were given two wings of the great eagle that she 
might fly into the wilderness into her place, where she is nourished 
for a time, times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent." 
Here again the reference is to three and one half years, "time" being 
one year, "times" being two years in prophetic reckoning. The meaning 
is that God will preserve the godly remnant on the earth, despite the 
Devil's persecutions, and all the rigours of the period. 

The reference to the wings on which the woman is to be carried 
agree with such passages as Exodus 19 : 4 "Ye have seen what I did 
unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles wings, and brought 
you to myself". Accordingly we may understand that in the same way 
that God led and protected the children of Israel in the wilderness 
in the days of the Exodus, so will he lead and protect the godly remnant 
of Israel in the tribulation. 

The final statement of the nature of the Devil's attack on the 
Jewish remnant is not so easy to decipher. "And the serpent cast out 
of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause 
her to be carried away of the flood. And the earth opened her mouth, 
and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth." 

That the flood is cast "out of the mouth" of the serpent indicates 
that the flood is a flood of persuasive and beguiling spiritual evil. But 
in the case of the godly remnant this flood is not damaging. The earth 
swallows it, indicating that the apostate nation is fully deceived by it, 
but not the godly remnant. 

CHAPTER 13 

( d) The Beast

John sees a beast rise "out of the sea" - that is, out of the mass
of the Gentile nations "having seven heads and ten horns and upon 
his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy". 
The beast was "Jike unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a 
bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion". The leopard, bear and 
lion refer to the earlier kingdoms of Daniel's vision, showing that this 
beast is the final or fourth beast of Daniel's vision and the description 
agrees in all particulars. This beast seen by John in the final kingdom 
of the end days, headed by the king of fierce countenance to whom 
Daniel refers (Dan. 8 : 23). 

To this kingdom, the dragon gives his power, his seat and great 
authority. 

John then saw that one of the beast's heads was wounded to death, 
and by a miracle his deadly wound was healed. That is, we have in 
view here the eighth head of the Roman Empire and in particular we 
are viewing the eighth head himself, the Man of Sin. In the first two 
verses of the Chapter the reference is to the Empire and power of the 
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CHAPTER 13 

I. And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a
beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten
horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his
heads the name of blasphemy.
2. And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard,
and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as
the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his po.wer,
and his seat, and great authority.
3. And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to
death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the
world wondered after the beast.
4. And they worshipped the dragon which gave power
unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying,
Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war
with him?
5. And there was given unto him a mouth speaking
great things and blasphemies; and po.wer was given unto
him to continue forty and two months.
6. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God,
to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle. and them
that dwell in heaven.
7. And it was given unto him to make war with the
saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him
over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
8. A.nd all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him,
whose names are not written in the book of life of the
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
9. If any man have an ear, let him hear.
10. He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity:
he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the
sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.
J 1. And I beheld another beast coming up out of the 
earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake 
as a dragon. 
12. And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast
before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell
therein to. worship the first beast, whose deadly wound
was healed.
13. And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh
fire crme down from heaven on the e.arth in the sight of
men,
14. Ard deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the
means - f those miracles which he had power to do in
the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the
earth, that they should make an image to the beast,
which had the wound by a sword, and did live.
I 5. And he had power to give life unto the image of 
the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, 
and cause that as many as would not worship the image 
of the beast should be killed. 
16. And be causeth all, both small and great, rich and
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beast, but thereafter the reference is to "one of the heads" and it is the 
man who heads the Empire of the End Age who is in view. He is a 
person who had a deadly wound and whom all the world had known 
and considered as good as dead. But by a miracle he is resuscitated and 
his re-emergence in power and authority is so startling that it is stated 
"And all the world wondered after the beast". The record does not 
declare whether the wound is a physical wound, a moral wound or a 
political or national wound, but this will be revealed by the event. 

We know from other Scriptures, that when the Man of Sin takes 
the place of power at the head of this ten nation Empire of Christendom, 
three national heads or powers will be "plucked up by the roots'', 
( Dan. 9 : 8) and he will assume their place and that all the others will 
also yield their authority to him. It would appear that he is the last to 
join of a confederacy of ten kingdoms, but as he joins, he personally 
uproots three, so that thereafter there are eight heads in a ten nation 
confederacy in which he achieves absolute power. He rules the ten 
nations and their associates and his power and influence is such that 
the whole world fears before him and he is able to order the destiny 
of the whole world for the short period of his power. No doubt he 
will effect this control through fiscal and economic policies and from 
the position of the great military and strategic power of bis Empire. 
He comes to power in troublous times and wins his position by a 
campaign for peace. He achieves his victories by cunning and by deceit, 
and by persuasion rather than by force. But behind bis "peace policy" 
is a mailed fist, and behind his plausible persuasiveness is a fierce 
countenance. He is a blasphemer, the very embodying of wickedness 
and he is the son of perdition. That is, he is the reviler of God whereas 
Christ was the holy revealer and declarer of God. He is "that wicked" 
whereas Christ was the God-man "the Holy One of God". He is the 
son of perdition, whereas Christ was and is the Son of God, the Lord 
from heaven. 

From other Scriptures we know that the beast's empire is in place 
of the Roman Empire of old, and consists of the peoples who are the 
descendants of the peoples of the Empire which through Pilate crucified 
the Saviour of mankind. The Empire will be judged with the beast in 
the judgment of the Day of the Lord. But the peoples who are descended 
from the Latins of the old Empire are also the peoples of Christendom. 
There are other Scriptures that show the revived and final form of the 
Empire will be co-extensive with the so-called Christian lands of 
Roman Catholicism and defunct Protestantism. The wide area of direct 
control of the beast will include all of Western and Southern Europe, 
North and South America, and probably Australia and New Zealand. 

The apostate Church of the end age plays its part in assisting 
the beast to his ultimate position as head of the Empire. Later the 
beast turns on the Harlot Church of the tribulation, and is himself 
used by God to judge and destroy it ( see Rev. 17 and 18). 
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poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right 
hand, or in their foreheads: 
17. And that no man might buy or sell, 1save he that
had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number
of his name.
18. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding
count th� number cf the beast: for it is the number of
a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.

1 

except. 

The beast will rule for seven years because he makes the seven 
year covenant with the False Prophet and the Jews, which marks the 
beginning of the seventieth week of Daniel's prophecy of the weeks. 
But he becomes fully energised by Satan only in the last half of this 
period, in which time he persecutes the godly Jews and gives himself 
to pursue the purposes of the Evil One against the God in Heaven. He 
will not be fully revealed as the Man of Sm until he breaks the covenant 
with the Jews in the middle of the week of years of the tribulation. But 
he will be in world prominence at the time of the beginning of the 
tribulation period for he makes the covenant then, that he later 
breaks. 

Some of the names by which this awful person is known in 
Sc1ipture are as follows:-

- The Assyrian (Isa. 10: 5 - 12).
- The Little Hom (Dan. 7 : 8).
- The King of Fierce Countenance (Dan. 8 : 23).
-The Prince that shall come (Dan. 9 : 26).
-The Man of Sin (2 Thess. 2: 3).
- The Son of perdition ( 2 Thess. 2 : 3).
-The "Wicked" one (2 Thess. 2: 8).
-The Beast (Rev. 13 and elsewhere thereafter m Revel-

ation).
Our Chapter records that "there was given him a mouth speaking 

great things and blasphemies, and power was given unto him to continue 
( in this blasphemous position of worship by all on earth) forty and 
two months ( three and one half years). He is worshipped by all on 
earth except those whose names are written in the book of Life. 

This section concludes with a special warning to God's people of 
that day, that they must not worship the beast. 

( e) The Second Beast

"And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth."
(Palestine - an Israelite) "And he had two horns like a lamb and he 
spake as a dragon." 
(a) He exercises all the power of the first beast.
(b) He causes men to worship the first beast.
( c) He does wonders, making fire come down from Heaven.
( d) ·He deceives men.
( e) He makes an image o.f the first beast and gives life to it and
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makes it speak. 
( f) He causes all to receive the mark of the beast ( that is of the first

beast).
Here we have the false prophet who is a Jew and who leads

the apostate nation of the Jews to worship a strange God - the 
beast. His power however extends beyond Israel to the whole world. 
He will become the leader of Israel with whom the Man of Sin at the 
head of the Rmnan Empire is in league. He acts for and on behalf 
cf the first beast, wielding all his power, but ever yields homage to the 
first beast and causes the whole world to worship and honour him also. 

He is the wilful king of Israel, who worships the "God of 
forces" and turns the nation from the right ways of God. He is a Jew 
who formerly belonged to another land where, no doubt his link with 
the first beast was forged. He takes the kingdom by devices and 
flatteries. We have him portrayed in the prophecies of the latter part 
of Daniel Chapter 11. 

Satan, the beast and the false prophet here form a trinity of evil 
which holds the world enslaved in a terrible tyranny. Satan assumes 
the headship of this trinity and is worshipped through the beast who is 
in the position of the second person of the trinity, while the false 
prophet inducing the worship of the beast is the third person in this 
unholy order. In another figure, however, the false prophet is accepted 
by the Jews in the place of their Messiah. They rejected the true 
Messiah, but now they are deceived to accept a false Messiah. 

The Mark of the Beast 

The mark of the beast is required to be in the forehead or in the 
right hand of all on the earth. None could buy or sell without it. 

Christians a11 have the mark of God upon them and only those 
who have this mark can obtain and trade in spiritual things. In the 
tribulation, Satan has his followers marked in counterfeit but he can 
only offer the husks of earth for three years and a half. 

In the latter part of the Chapter there is a danger of confusing 
which of the two beasts cire referred to. But as in the divine order 
the Holy Spirit always declares and reveals the Son of God and 
directs worship to Him, so also in the counterfeit trinity of evil, the 
second beast always directs honour and authority to the first beast. The 
image referred to is the image of the first beast, and it is the first beast 
that is worshipped, and whose mark or name must be upon all. 

It is therefore the first beast whose mark, name and number are 
ref erred to in verses 1 7 and 18. 

The second beast is elsewhere referred to as "the false prophet", 
as for instance in Revelation 19 : 20 where we are told of the end 
of the two beasts. It is stated "And the beast was taken ( that is the 
first beast of Rev. 13) and with him the false prophet ( that is, the 
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second beast of Rev. 13) that wrought miracles before him. These both 
were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone". 

The Number of the Beast 

The number "Six hundred three score and six" is given as a 
means of identification of the first beast, and that number has to do 
with his name, for it is "the number of his name" (v.17). The process 
of understanding will involve the "counting" of the name. And it is the 
number of the name of a man. 

The prophet says "Here is wisdom". When the person who is to 
become the beast comes upon the world scene, even before he is 
revealed in that character, it will be possible for "him that hath under
standing" to know from the number of his name, who this person is. 

The beast will not be revealed as the Man of Sin, until the tribula
tion period is come, as is shown in 2 Thessalonians Chapter 2. But 
verse 18 of Revelation 13 indicates that there is a wisdom by which 
some who have understanding will be able to recognise this person by 
the number of his name before he is revealed in his full prophetic 
setting and character. Spiritually, six is the number of man and 666 
is man at his fullest power, the number of the super-man but still only 
man and apart from God. 

The time for the coming into prominence of the two beasts is 
fast approaching, if not already come, and we may expect to see 
extraordinary events as the world moves into position to give power to 
two men who are no doubt now living and acting in their respective 
present spheres. 

Christians do well to be watchful of these events, and they have 
the encouragement of this passage of Scripture to do so. Their own 
expectation however is from above. Ours is "to serve the living and 
true God and to wait for His Son from Heaven" ( 1 Thess. 1 : 9 - 10). 

As we look around, this should only prompt us to look more 
expectantly for the glad day when "the Lord Himself shall come". 
And then we sha11 ever be with the Lord. 

There is no Scripture which requires that the tribulation period 
wiII commence immediately the Lord translates the Church above. The 
tribulation period of seven years commences with the m�king of the 
seven year covenant by the beast ( "the prince that shall come", of 
Daniel 9: 27). 

But the coming of the Lord will precede that event. By how long 
a time we do not know. Accordingly, with the obvious near emergence 
on the world scene now, of the events of this Chapter it should and 
must be understood by all who look for the Saviour, that the time of 
His coming "is near, even at the door". 
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CHAPTER 14 

The woman of Chapter 12 represents the true remnant of Israel 
in the tribulation period and in Chapter 13 the trinity of evil is 
revealed poised to destroy this remnant. 

The picture now given in Chapter 14 is of God's own programme 
for this period, both as to the remnant and as to the wicked. 

The Remnant 

God is committed to save a remnant of Israel for participation 
in an earthly kingdom and reign which will be fulfilled in the Millen
nium, when the Lord will sit on the throne of David. God's commit
ments may be listed: 

1. The Abrahamic Covenant:

- Gen. 12 : 1 -3; 13 : 14 -1 7; 15 : 4 -21 ; 1 7 : 1 -8; 22 : 1 7 - 18.
God promised unconditionally:

(a) A land;
(b) A seed;
( c) A universal blessing.

A remnant is accordingly necessary to preserve the seed. 

2. The National Covenant to Israel:

Deut. 30 : 1 - 9.
Jer. 32: 36 - 44.
Ezek. 11: 16-21; 36:21-38.
A seed or nmnant is necessary to enjoy the fulfilment of the
promises of a land to be occupied and inherited.

3. The Davidic Covenant:

2 Sam. 7: 10 -16.
Jer. 33 : 20 -21.
Ps. 89.
Promises to the seed of Abraham:

A king. 
- A kingdom.
- A throne.

4. The Restoration Promises:

( After Israel's restoration as a nation.)
Jer. 31 : 31 - 34.
Ezek. 16: 60.
Isa. 59 : 20 -21.
Hos. 2: 14 -23.

5. God's character requires that He should do what He has promised
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CHAPTER 14 

l. And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount
Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand,
having his Father's name written in their foreheads.
2. And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of
many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and
I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:
3. And they sung as it were a new song before the
throne, and before the four 1beasts, and the elders: and 

1 

living creatures. 
no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty 
and four thousand which were redeemed from the earth. 
4. These are they which were not defiled with women;
for they are virgins: These are they which follow the
Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from
among men, being the firstfruits unto. God and to the
Lamb.
5. And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are
without fault before the throne of God.
6. And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people,
7. Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory
to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and
won,hip him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and the fountains of waters.
8. And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon
is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all
nations drint of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.
9. And the third angel followed them, saying with a
loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image,
and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,
10. The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, which is poured 0· .t without mixture into the cup
of his indignation; and h:; shall be tormented with fire
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in
the presence of the Lamb:
11. And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for
ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who
worship the beast ar.d his image, and whosoever rc
ceiveth the mark of his name.
12. Here is the patience of the saints: here are they
that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus.
13. And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me,
Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may res, f.:-�m
their labours; and their works do foJJow them.
14. And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon
the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on
his head a golden crc.wn, and in his hand a sharp sickle.
15. And another angel came out of the temple, crying
with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in
thy sickle, :a.nd reap: for the time is come for thee to
reap; for th,: harvest of the earth is ripe.
16. And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on
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exactly as stated. Accordingly it is necessary that a remnant be 
preserved to whom the promises are fulfilled. 

Notes: 

1. Satan understands this and in Chapters 12 and 13 is seen in his
last great effort to thwart God's plan.

2. Blindness has come on Israel in this present Church age (Rom.
11 : 25) but this is a temporary blindness.

3. Revelation Chapters 7, 12 and 14 show the blindness removed as
far as the godly remnant of Israel is concerned.

The remnant as described in Rev. 14: 1 - 5:-

1. The Lamb and the 144,000 are seen in Mount Sion (David's
capital). This is anticipative of the final issue of the conflict of
Revelation.

2. The ones sealed in Chapter 7 are here seen with Christ's Father's
name on their foreheads. The beast's followers have a mark, and so
have the followers of the Lamb.

3. His Father, not "their" Father as would be stated in case of full
adoption.
Their status is not that of adopted sons as is the case with members
of the body of Christ - the Church.

4. They are nevertheless:
(a) Saints "not defiled" (Ver. 4).
(b) Servants of the Lamb:

"They follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth" (Ver. 4 ).
( c) His property (redeemed) (Ver. 4).
( d) His disciples ( for they are like Him) "No guile in their mouth

and without fault." (Ver. 5).
( e) They sing a new song for they are a group apart.

The Everlasting Gospel: 

1. Is preached to all the world ( Ver. 6).
2. Its Message is (a) Fear God and give glory to Him;

(b) Judgment is to come;
( c) Worship the Creator.

3. This has been the essential quality of God's message to man from
the creation to the end.

4. In the tribulation and before Christ comes in judgment, the
message is again reduced to these simple essentials.

5. Salvation can still only be on the basis of the atonement and
Christ's sacrifice and blood.

6. Men must acknowledge the Creator.

7. Evolution has been the Devil's lie to tum men away from acknow
ledging the Creator.
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the earth; and the earth was reaped. 
17. And another angel came out of the temple which is
in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.
18. And another angel came out from the altar, which
had power over fire; and cried v.,ith: a loud cry to him
that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp
sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth;
for her grapes are fully ripe.
I 9. And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth,
and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the
g1eat winepress of the wrath of God. 1 outside. 
20. And the wineprcss was trodden 2without the city,
and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the
horse bridle�, by the space of a thousand and six hundred
furlongs.

8. Judgment is always part of Gospel preaching - the unpopular
part - but a very necessary part.

9. 'fhe judgment ushers in the blessing - the Millennial Kingdom.
Firstfruits: In Verse 4 the Remnant is called "the firstfruits unto God

and to the Lamb". 

Barley Harvest -
1. The Jewish harvest contained firstfruits, the harvest proper and

the gleanings.
2. In this sense Christ Himself in His resurrection is "the firstfruits",

the general resurrection of the just at the Rapture is the harvest,
the resurrected saints of the tribulation period - the martyrs of
that period are the gleanings - (See Verse 13 ).

Wheat Harvest -
3. But in this Chapter "firstfruits" is a reference to Pentecost.

- There was an inifial fulfilment of Joel's prophecy at
Pentecost.

- But the full and final fulfilment is seen here.
4. Joel said:

"And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour
out of my Spirit upon all flesh and your sons and daughters 
shall prophesy and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams. And on my servants and on my 
handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and 
they shall prophesy. And I will show wonders in 
heaven above and signs in the earth beneath; blood and 
fire and vapour of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness 
and the moon into blood before that great and notable day of 
the Lord. And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall call 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved." ( Acts 2 : 17 - 21 ) . 

5. The feast of Pentecost celebrated the firsftruits of the wheat

harvest.
"The two wave loaves of two tenth deals". (Lev. 23: 17).
That is, the two loaves of firstfruits testify to an adequate harvest

to follow.
6. So now the 144,000 sealed ones testify to the great harvest of
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the Millennium Kingdom. 
The Harvest Itself: (Rev. 14 : 14 - 20). 

The Lord of the harvest is Christ Himself, crowned, with a sharp 
sickle in His hand. 
The Wheat - (a) A bountiful harvest to His glory. 

"A great multitude that no man can number." (Rev. 7: 9). 
The Chaff - (b) "But the chaff will be burnt up with unquenchable 

fire." (Matt. 3 : 12). 

The Great Winepress of the Wrath of God. 

1. The final figure in the Chapter is that of the final judgment of the
tribulation period.

2. The angel thrust in his sickle and gathered "the vine of the earth".
- that is, man, as he had grown and developed under Satan

- the wicked world of men.
"Their vine is of the vine of Sodom and of the field of
Gomorrah, their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters
are bitter." (Deut. 32: 32).

3. Vengeance Falls - "I will render vengeance to mine enemies and
will reward them that hate me." (Deut. 32 : 41).

4. Compare this wicked vine with the True Vine. (John 15). We can
produce fruit to God's pleasing if we are truly branches in Him.

The Three Angels of Chapter 14: 6 - 9. 

1. The first declares the everlasting gospel ( v. 6).
2. The second declares the fall of Babylon ( v.8).
3. The third warns men not to worship the beast (v.9).

Babylon the Great. 

1. The Babylon of the Old Testament was Israel's enemy.
2. Babylon the Great has the same general characteristics but others

besides, for "The wine of the fury of her fornication" shows her
to be:-
( a) A spiritual force
(b) Of unholy principles
( c) Mad and vicious in her folly.

3. This is Rome and the papacy as is shown clearly in Chapter 1 7.
4. The beast destroys this system, and this is God's judgment on it.

CHAPTERS 15 & 16 

This section of two chapters gives the account of "the seven last 
plagues". This expression in Rev. 15 : 1 indicates that these are the 
last plagues of a series. The series obviously consists of the plagues or 
judgments of the seven seals, the seven trumpets and the seven vials. 

These plagues are judgments of God as were the plagues of 
Egypt in Moses' day. The tribulation judgments follow a pattern 
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CHAPTER 15 

1. And I s·aw another sign in heaven, great and marvel

lous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in

them is filled up the wrath of God.

2. And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with

fire: and them that bad gotten the victory over the

beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over

the number of bis name, stand on the sea of glass,

having the harps· of God.

3. And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God,

and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous

are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are

thy ways, thou King of saints.

4. Who shall not fear thee, 0 Lord, and glorify thy

name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come

and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made

manifest.

5. And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of

the tabernacl-� of the testimony in heaven was opened:

6. And the seven angels came out of the temple, having

the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and

having their breasts girded with golden girdles.

7. And one of the four 1beasts gave unto the seven 'living creatures.

angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who

liveth for ever and ever.

8. And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory

of God, and from his power; and no man was able to

enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven

angels were fulfilled.

CHAPTER 1� 

J. And I heard a. great voice out of the temple saying

to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials

of the wrath of Go.cf upon the earth.

2. And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the

earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon

the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them

which wt•rshipped his image.

3. And the second angel poured out his vial upon the
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similar to that of the 10 plagues of Egypt only now the whole world 
is involved and the judgments become much more severe, and instead 
of one series of IO there are three series of 7, each series more severe 
than the preceding one. The three series together occupy the whole 
period of the tribulation of 7 years. 

The vial judgments occur in the later part of the second half of 
the tribulation period during the time the seventh trumpet sounds. We 
saw that the seventh trumpet represents a period of events and not the 
event of a moment because in Rev. 10 : 7 we read "in the days (plural) 
of the voice of the seventh angel when he began to sound the mystery 
of God should be finished as He hath declared to his servants the 
prophets." 

The vials are the judgments by which the mystery of God is 
finished. 

The words in Rev. 15 : l "The seven last plagues, for in them 
is filled up the wrath of God", also indicates that all the judgments of 
the tribulation are outpourings of "the wrath of God" and that the 
vials complete or finish this terrible outpouring. 

The Church is saved from the wrath to come. It may have to 
endure the persecution and hatred of godless and wicked men, but it 
has been promised in Rev. 3: 10 "Because thou has kept the word of 
my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which 
rhall come upon all the world to try them that dwell upon the earth". 

The same promise is implicit in Luke 31 : 35 - 36 where the Lord 
speaks of the tribulation "For as a snare shall it come on all them that 
dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye therefore and pray 
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that 
shall come to pass and to stand before the Son of Man". 

In his book "The End", Harrison says "Let us get clearly in mind 
the nature of the tribulation that it is divine "wrath" ( 11 : 18; 14 : 8, 
10, 19; 15: 1, 7; 16: 1, 19) and divine judgment (14: 7; 15: 4; 16: 7; 
17 : 1; 18 : 10: 19 : 2). We know that our blessed Lord bore for us 
the wrath of God and His judgment; therefore we who are in Him 
"shall not come into judgment". The antithesis of 1 Thess. 5 : 9 is 
conclusive evidence: "For God appointed us not unto wrath, but unto 
the obtaining of sdvation through our Lord Jesus Christ". Wrath for 
others, but salvation for us at the Rapture, 'whether we wake or sleep' 
2 Thess. 5: 10." 

Chapter 15 gives the view from heaven of the vial judgments 
showing that it is indeed God's work. 

Chapter 16 recounts what happens on earth as each of the vials 
is poured out. 

IN HEAVEN John saw:-
1 . A sea of 2lass mingled with fire 

In Chapter 4 ( immediately after the Rapture of the Church, 
when the Church is first seen in heaven) John saw a sea of glass 
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sea; and it became as the blcod o( a dead man: and 
every living soul died in the sea. 

4. And the third angel poured out his vial upon the
rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood.

5. And I heard the angel o( the waters say, Thou art
righteo.us, 0 Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be,
because thou hast judged thus.
6. For they have shed the blood o( saints and prophets,
and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are
worthy.
7. And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so,
Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judg
ments.
8. And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the
sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with
fire.
9. And men were scc.rched with great heat, and
blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over
these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.

IO. And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the 
seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; 
and they gnawed their tongues for pain. 

11. And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their
pains and their smes, and repented not of their deeds.

12. And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the
great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried
up, that the way of the kings of the east might be pre
pared.
13. And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out
of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.

14. For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles,
which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the
whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great
day of God Almighty.
15. Behold, I come as a thief. Ble�sed is he that
watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked,
and they see his shame.
J 6. And he gathered them together into a place called 
in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 

17. And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the
air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of 
heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 
18. And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings;
and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since
men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and
so great.
19. And the great city was divided into three parts, and
the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in
remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of
the \vine of the fierceness of his wrath.
20. And every island fled away, and the mountains
were not found.
21. And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven,
every stone about the weight of a talent: and men
blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for
1he plague thereof was exceeding great.
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clear as crystal. 
There is no fire where the Church is central, but now that 

the focus is on God's final purposes for the earth - the fire of 
judgment is seen in the sea of glass before the throne. 

Further, those seen on the sea are those who have come to 
glory out of great tribulation. 

2. Victors o,ver the beast with the harps of God in their hands, stand
on the sea of glass. These are the martyrs of the tribulation period
seen here ( in anticipation) of the fulfilment of the promise of
Chapter 14 : 13 ''Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from
henceforth, Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours, and their works do follow them".
- They are those whose resurrection is described in Chapter 20: 4.

Here in Chapter 15 a view is first given of those saved to
God from the tribulation period who approve in heaven the 
manifestation of God's judgment. 

3. The Harpers Sang:-
- The song of Moses the servant of God.
- The song of the Lamb.
- And they praised the Creator.

That is they rejoice in
(a) A deliverance from the Egypt of this world and from its

tyranny and slavery.
( b) A Saviour who transcends all Old Testament typology and

who saves from sin and Satan to Himself and to inheritance in
God's grace.

( c) A gracious Creator who honours His commitments.

4. The temple of the tabernacle of the testimony - opened.
The ark of the covenant has already been seen in heaven. 
These things "the testimony" and "the covenant" speak of 

God's commitments. The meaning is that God is about to fulfil 
finally what he has promised to Israel and the earth to whom the 
testimony was given. 

No further delay will be permitted - not even by intercession 
- for "no man was able to enter into the temple till the seven
plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled".

5. Seven angels came out of the temple
- having the seven plagues
- clothed in pure and white linen (portraying faithfulness and

righteousness divine)
-- having their breasts girded with golden girdles ( girdles represent 

a work to be done; golden, a divine work) 

6. One of the four living beings ( representing a facet of Christ's life
and testimony) gave -

7. The seven golden vials full of the wrath of God to the seven angels.
8. Smoke from the glory of God and from his power, filled the temple.
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CHAPTER 16: On Earth 

And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to 1.he seven 
angels "go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God 
upon the earth". 

VIAL 1: Upon the earth 
a noisome and grievous sore fell on beast-worshippers. 

In Egypt the plague of sores caused the wise men to depart 
from Moses. 

God caused man's innate corruption and wickedness to 
manifest itself in hurt and loathing. 

VIAL 2: Upon the sea which became as the blood of a dead man and 
every living soul died in the sea - a judgment of spiritual death 
to the godless multitudes. 

VIAL 3: Upon the rivers and fountains of water ( sources of spiritual 
life) and they became blood. 
- Spiritual life can no longer be found by beast-worshippers, and
the two angels extol the rightness of this judgment. The blood
they have instead of water represents conflict, war, strife and
coilfusion which is all life now holds for them.

VIAL 4: Upon the sun and men were scorched with great heat. 
The sun is referred to as ·'him" and probably represents the 

beast himself. This "power" given "him" to scorch is seen by men 
as a judgment from God, for they blaspheme God. In his lust for 
worship the beast flares up in sudden apparent splendour, ruthless 
and wicked and this results in great anguish and suffering for 
humanity everywhere. 

VIAL 5: Upon the seat of the beast and his kingdom was full of 
darkness. 

After the scorching - darkness. The seat of power is subject 
of this judgment and results in gross darkness to the subjects of 
the beast -

They took him to be the great Power of God, but he is now 
seen to be a deceiver, and yet they remain in his power. 

VIAL 6: Upon the great river Euphrates and the water thereof was 
dried up to prepare the way for the kings of the East. 

This river represents the eastern boundaries of both the old 
Roman Empire and of Israel's God-appointed territory. 

The drying up of the river represents the removal of all 
restraints against invasion by the eastern hordes. 

Evil spirits from the beast and the false prophet then go out 
and by lying words and wonders compel the nations of the world 
to send their armies to Palestine to Armageddon. 

VIAL 7 : Into the air ( Satan's territory) A voice out of the templr 
of heaven, from the throne says "It is done". 

Voices, thunders and lightnings. 
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A great earthquake, the greatest ever. 
The great city divided into three parts. 
The cities of the nations fell. 
Great Babylon destroyed. 
Every island fled away. 
The mountains not found 
A great plague of hail. 

Page 85 

This is a picture of the final climacteric judgment by which 
the whole world system of Satan is finally overthrown as Christ 
enters to set up His kingdom. 

The reference to islands shows that no place is so isolated 
that it does not share in the general overthrow. 

The reference to mountains probably means that no former 
power or dignity will any longer be recognised or known. 

Great Babylon is a theme further expounded in the next 
Chapter. 

THE GREAT CITY 

In Chapter 16 : 19, three separate expressions refer to three 
separate spheres of God's activity in the final judgment. 

1. The Great City ( which is divided into three parts).
2. The Cities of the Nations (which fall).
3. Great Bab:ylon (which comes in remembrance before God

to give . unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His
wrath).

Great Babylon is described in Chapters 17 and 18 as "that great 
city" and it is said of it ''What city is like unto this great city? " We 
shall see from the study of Chapters 1 7 and 18 that the great city 
Babylon refers to the world system of the papacy. That is, it refers 
to a system, rather than to a city of bricks and mortar, though in the 
case of this system it has its centre in the city of Rome, which also 
gives its character to the whole. 

Similarly, "the great city" first referred to in Rev. 16 : 19 which is 
obviously different from "Great Babylon" refered to later in the same 
verse, is nevert_heless also a city in the symbolic sense. 

This is confirmed by a reference to the first place where the 
expression "the great city" is used in Revelation. That is in Rev. 11 : 8 
where it is stated "the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom 
and Egypt where also our Lord was crucified". 

Many commentators say that this must be Jerusalem because 
that is where our Lord was crucified. There is no usual sense, how
ever in which Jerusalem is spiritually or typically Sodom and Egypt. 
Further in relation to the judgment of Rev. 16 : 19, there is no other 
Scripture or prophecy in which it is stated that Jerusa]em will be 
divided into three parts. 
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Sodom and Egypt speak spiritually of the whole world of wicked 
men and of Satan, which in the tribulation is under the special judg
ment of God. It was this world of men who crucified the Lord. 
"The great city" of Rev. 11 : 8 and Rev. 16: 19 is the city of the 
world of unregenerate men. Bunyan wrote a book on "the City of 
Mansoul''. What we have in Revelation as the great city, seems to 
be a more extensive view of all unregenerate earthdwellers viewed 
in the imagery of one great city. 

The judgment that the city is divided into three parts is fulfilled 
in the break up of the beast's world power into the three great groups 
that assemble to the battle of Armageddon. That is : 

1. The Western powers, the special sphere of the beast.
2. The children of the East, linked with the power of the North.
3. The power of the South which appears to be a federation of

African nations.

CHAPTER 17 

BABYLON THE GREAT 

The final judgments of the tribulation period are referred to briefly 
at the end of Chapter 11 under the sounding of the seventh trumpet. 
They are described in more detail in Chapters 1 5 and 16 as the 
judgments of the seven last plagues. Now in Chapters 17 and 18 
we have very particular descriptions of the final judgment on Babylon 
the Great. The importance of this in the divine plan is made clear 
by the position these chapters have in the book of Revelation. 

In Chapter 17 John is approached by one of the angels who had 
the seven vials, indicating that the events to be described are con
temporary with the judgments of the vials, and the angel says "Come 
hither; I will show unto thee the judgment of the great whore, that 
sitteth upon many waters with whom the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been 
made drunk with the wine of her fornication". 

The expression "sitteth upon many waters" is interpreted in 
verse 15, thus : "the waters are peoples and multitudes and nations 
and tongues". 

John is told that judgment is to befall that which is described to 
him as-

1. A great whore.
2. Her place is the place of peoples, multitudes, nations and

tongues - indicating a world influence and activity affecting
countless peoples on the earth.

3. "With whom the kjngs of the earth have committed forni
cation."

That is she has been and is influential in the high affairs
of state of the nations; she moves among kings and is able
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to entice kings and leaders of states to go her way. 
4. "The inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the

wine of her fornication."
Not only kings are enticed but the common people, "the

inhabitants of the earth".
She is the great harlot and entices both kings and com

moners to commit fornication with her. Harlotry in the
spiritual sense is the prostitution of that which is called after
the name of God to debased immoral and idolatrous purposes
and works.

Having been told these things, John then saw: 

1. In the wilderness ( the "world" in which men journey toward
eternity).

2. A woman ( apparently in the likeness of God).
3. Sit upon a scarlet coloured beast full of names of blasphemy

having seven heads and ten horns.
Beast : obviously not in the likeness of God. 
A striking and unusual contrast Woman and Beast. 
Tr..e beast is obviously the first beast of Rev. 13, whom 

we have identified as the beast of Daniel 7, the revived Roman 
Empire which has its final manifestation as the empire of 
the man of sin. 

4. The woman is arrayed in purple and scarlet colour.
Purple speaks of her moving in circles of royalty.
Scarlet of her debauchery - her earthliness.

5. The woman is decked with gold, and precious stones and
pearls:

These speak of things of God - true things, real pearls
and precious stones of God's Word, truth and promises which
she dangles and shows to the world to draw men after her.

6. The Woman has a golden cup in her hand.
Speaking again of things divine and holy.

7. But this cup is full of abominations and filthiness of her
fornication.

What she holds out in her hand and shows as holy is
really full of unspeakable wickedness.

8. Upon her forehead was a name written.

(a) Mystery : She represents something not foretold in
Scripture. She is one of the mysteries of the unfolding
truth of the New Testament.

(b) Babylon the Great: There was a Babylon of old built
first by Nimrod whose name means "Darkened" and
who was the first apostate king - priest of the dark
world of idolatry. Babylon, first called Babel, con
tained a tower "which should reach unto heaven". It
represented an unhallowed human religion related to
political rule. After the confusion of tongues Babel
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CHAPTER 17 

1. And there came one of the seven angels which had
the seven vials, and talked \.Vith me, saying unto me,
Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the
great iwhore that sitteth upon many waters:

2. With whom the kings of the earth have committed
fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been
made drunk with the wine of her forpication.
3. So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilder
ness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured
beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads
and ten horns.

4. And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet
C()lour, and 2decked with gold and precious stones and
pearls, having a golden cu.9 in her hand full of abomina
tions and filthiness of her fornication:
5. And upen her forehead was a name written,
MYSTERY� 3BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH.
6. And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the
saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and
when I saw her, I wondered with great 'admiration.
7. And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou
marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and
of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads
and ten hems.
8. The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall
ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition:
and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose
names were not written in the book of life from the
foundation of the world, when they behold the beast
that was, and is not, and yet is.
9. And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven
heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.

10. And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one
is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh,
he must continue a short space.

11. And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the
eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

12. And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings,
which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive
power as kings one ho.ur with the beast.

13. These have one mind, and shall give their power
and strength unto the beast.
14. These shall make war with the Lamb, and the
Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and
King of kings: and they that are with him are called,
and chosen, and faithful.

15. And he saith unto me, The waters which thou

1 harlot. 

1 
bedecked. 

·' 2 Thess. 2: 7.

4 wonder. 
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was later rebuilt and the tower became the great temple 
of Baal over 600 feet high where Baal was worshipped 
in the centre of political Babylon, the great world capital 
of its age - Nebuchadnezzar's capital. 

This Babylon fell under the judgment of God pur
suant to Old Testament prophecies because of her wicked 
system. 

Now the same system appears again in the mystery 
of another Babylon. Not Babylon, but Babylon the 
Great. 

( c) The Mother of Harlots: Not only a harlot herself, but
the head of a brood of harlots - systems and related
groups who prostitute the truth of God. Grant says
"Harlotry is the uniform figure for the departure from
God of one in professed spiritual relation to Him".

( d) Abominations of the Earth.
9. The woman was drunken and with the blood of the saints,

and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.
When John saw the woman he wondered "with great admiration". 

The Angel then explains : 

1. The seven heads of the beast on which the woman sits have
two meanings:
(a) They represent seven kings which have to do with the

history of the world power portrayed by the beast.
( b) The seven heads also give the location of the seat of

authority of the woman. "The seven heads are seven
mountains on which the woman sits."

The Woman sits : 
1. Where the multitudes of the nations are.
2. Where the Roman Empire holds sway.
3. Where there are seven mountains.

2. In explaining this the angel says "And here is the mind
which hath wisdom". He says "Pay attention to this clue
- it is important" - and then refers to the seven mountains.

3. Finally the angel said "And the woman which thou sawest is
th at great city, w hiyh reigneth over the kings of the earth".

The Woman - The Mystery - Babylon the Great 
The Woman - The Harlot - The Papacy 
The Woman - The City - Rome 

ROMAN CATHOLICISM 

The Prophetic View of the Great Apostasy 

The figure is of a woman who in the image of God is subject to 
Man - that is to Christ. The Church of God is the true bride of 
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sawest, where the 6Whore sitteth, are peoples, and multi
tudes, and nations, and tongues. 

16. And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast,
these shall hate the 6whore, and shall make her desolate
and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with
fire.

17. For God hath put in the.ir hearts to fulfil his will,
and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast,
until the words of Go.d shall be fulfilled.

18. And the woman which thou sawest is that great
city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.

'harlot. 

Christ and she is described in Scripture as a "chaste virgin". 
The woman of Rev. 17 pretends to be subject to Christ and 

pretends to be in the image of God - she appears to many to be 
these things - but she is a harlot and is in association with a terrible 
beast. The beast speaks of the worldly rule of men who do not 
acknowledge God. The great dynasties of world empire are viewed 
in Scripture as beasts and Nebuchadnezzar was judged and became as 
a beast when he failed to give God glory. 

Here however the beast does not control the woman, but the 
woman sits on the beast which appears to be subject to her. This is, 
the world political power gives deference to the papacy and the papacy 
is influential in establishing and maintaining the world political leaders 
within the sphere of its sway. 

The beast she associates with has the scarlet colour of earthliness 
and debauchery and it is full of names of blasphemy. Encouraged to 
do so by the woman, it calls itself by names claiming holy and divine 
and heavenly positions and characters which are plainly blasphemy 
for the beast to use, but they deceive many. 

The woman uses these blasphemous names also, and is called 
"Mystery" as well, in which character she is seen with "holy water'' 
and administering "the sacrament" and her priesthood operating "the 
confessional" and "absolution" and the Pope threatening "excommuni
cation" and propounding the dogmas of :.infallibility" and of "the 
assumption". 

Babel or Babylon means confusion ( originally confusion of 
tongues) and this woman called Babylon the Great is the author and 
sustainer of a terrible confusion in the minds of men. She has multi
tudes captivated and holds and feeds these on lies and pictures and 
images, stories of saints, and miracles and traditions. They know 
they are deceived and yet have no power to deliver themselves. 

THE JUDGMENT OF THE PAPACY 

The last verses of Chapter 17 show clearly that while the beast 
is assisted to power by the papacy, at the end the beast turns on the 
apostate Church and destroys her. 

The ten nations and the beast shall hate the harlot, and make her 
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desolate and naked, and shall eat up her flesh and burn her with fire. 

This is the final destruction of the papal system and it is a 
destruction by man "for God hath put it into their hearts to do His 
mind, and to act with one mind and to give their kingdom to the 
beast until the words of God shaJl be completed". This fulfils the 
destruction of Babylon the Great given previously in Chapter 14 : 8 
and Chapter 16 : 19, and it relates with the judgments of the third, 
fourth and fifth trumpets of Chapters 8 and 9. 

The beast then for a short time reigns supreme until he meets his 
doom at Armageddon and at the advent of Christ. 

While the papacy is brought to destruction in this manner at the 
hand of man, it appears from Chapter 18 of Revelation that God still 
has much to say about this terrible system und he brings a further 
judgment for a sign to last through the Millennium which we shall con
sider in the notes on Chapter 18. 

The Be.Jst as Revealed in Chapter 17 

The beast has seven heads and the seven heads are seven moun
tair:s which refers clearly to Rome. But in another figure "there are 
seven kings, five Llre fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; 
and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. And the beast 
that was, and is not, even he is the eighth and is of the seven, and 
goeth into perdition. And the ten horns which thou sawcst are ten 
kings which have received no kin3dom as yet; but receive power as 
kings one hour with the beast." 

This is a view of the history of the power of the Roman Empire 
or of the last \\-Orld power as shown in Daniel's prophecies of the great 
Gentile powers. 

In John's day, five heads of the Roman Empire had fallen and 
one then continued - the Roman Power of New Testament times. 
A seventh was still to come - that is the revived form of the Empire 
which is still to come, out of which an eighth ( that of the man of sin) 
is also to emerge. 

That there was to be a gap in the period of power of the !ast 
world empire is indicated in the words "the Beast that thou sawcst 
was, and is not, and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go 
into perdition". 

It "was" in John's day. It "is not" on the days at the beginning 
of the period in view prophetically, but in that period it ascends out 
of oblivion - out of the abyss of evil things thought dead - and 
"is" for a period in view until it goes into perdition. Here the view 
is of the Empire. In Chapter 13 the view is rather of the person 
who heads the Empire in its final form. 

We see today the stirring of the nations preparatory for the rise 
of the seventh head which will result in a union of ten powers ( the 
ten horns) under the headship of the Beast. The papacy will play a 
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big part in this union of nations and in the reforming of the W estem 
Powers into a great world power. The nations affected will obviously 
be the nations in which the papacy operates. The revived Roman 
Empire will include all "the Western Powers" of the world today -
Western Europe, Britain, North and South America and probably 
Australia and New Zealand. Wherever the professing or apostate 
Church of God is the recognised religion - where the Pope will 
eventually be spiritual head, that will also be the sphere of the empire 
of the Beast. 

It should be realised that all Christendom will be fully integrated 
with the papacy again at the time of the final judgment. Babylon-the
Great is the Church of the Apostasy, and includes the babel of the 
Ecumenical Union of all the Protestant denominations as they return 
to the fold and rule of Rome. 

CHAPTER 18 

The Judgment of Babylon the Great 

The previous chapter records briefly the destruction of the apostate 
religious system which in the last days still centres on Rome. But 
most of Chapter 17 is occupied with a description of this evil system 
and in showing its relationship with the world empire of the man of 
sin. Accordingly the judgment of the papacy which is briefly given 
in Chapter 17 is now fully developed in Chapter 18 and the matter is 
concluded in the first four verses of Chapter 19. 

Again the impression is given of the importance of this matter 
to the great God of eternity. The continued reference to this judgment 
built up from references in Chapters 14 and 16 to a detailed description 
of the system in Chapter 1 7, to the �reat denunciations of Chapters 
18 and 19, so occupying a considerable part of the last portion of 
the Word of God, clearly shows the awful seriousness with which 
God views the monster that has blasphemously used His name in the 
martyrdom of His saints throu_ghout the centuries. Prophetically this 
importance is heightened or further emphasised by another angel 
coming down from heaven to pronounce the fall of Babylon, "having 
great power, and the earth was lightened with his 2lory". 

This Chapter is clearly a new or more detailed account of the 
judgments described in Chapters 14, 16 and 17 in that there are many 
similar expressions used and in particular there is first a warning 
given in Verse 4 to the true people of God to "come out of her", "that 
ye be not partakers of her sins and that ye receive not of her plagues". 

In the earlier part of Revelation where the papacy is viewed under 
the figures of the letter to the Church at Thyatira the warning is 
'.!liven (in Rev. 2 : 20 - 22), "Thou sufferest that wom'an Jezebel which 
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to 
commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. And I 
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gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 
Behold I will cast her into a bed, and, them that commit adultery with 
her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds". 

Now in Chapter 18 we find the papal Jezebel in the great tribula
tion because she has not repented, and her final judgment is before us. 

In Chapter 1 7 there is much about the beast on which the harlot 
sits and we learn that God allows the power of the beast to be His 
immediate instrument for the destruction of the papal system. Now 
however in Chapter 18 the beast is not referred to and the judgment 
appears, as in fact it is, a judgment of God Himself. Also there are 
clear indications that the final judgment of the papacy contains 
elements and results which show it to be more extensive than anything 
the beast could have done, for finally it is stated "And her smoke 
rose up unto the ages of ages". 

The language of the text seems to indicate first a rending of the 
papacy and her whole system by the beast who in this matter is doing 
the will of God (Rev. 17: 17) and then a further signal judgment 
of God Himself. 

After the beast has turned on the woman who helped him to power 
we have the condition referred to by the angel in Verse 2 "Babylon 
the great is fallen, is fallen and is become the habitation of devils, and 
the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful 
bird". Satan himself is worshipped and demon possession is rife 
everywhere. This is the bitterness of the cup of wrath for those who 
have been partakers of the fallen system of Babylon. 

The beast continues "for a short space", and the ten kings of 
his kingdom have power for "one hour" with the beast before he goes 
"into perdition". During this period the beast is worshipped and then 
he is finally judged at the second advent of Christ. 

Chapter 18 records the further judgment of God that falls on the 
papal system and the system of the beast "Therefore shall her plagues 
come in one day, death and mourning and famine; and she shall be 
utterly burned with fire; for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her". 

Two classes of people react to the judgment. First the nations and 
the merchants bewail her because she had been profitable to the 
godless merchants on earth and the list of their merchandise is given, 
ending with the items "slaves and souls of men". Secondly however 
in Chapter 19 heaven, and the saved of earth, gathered in heaven, 
praise God "for He hath judged the great whore" and "hath avenged 
the blood of his servants at her hand". And in heaven the next event 
recorded is the joyful "marriage of the lamb". First the judgment 
of the spurious church and then the consummation of the blessedness 
of the true church. 

In Isaiah 34 there is a prophecy not yet fulfilled which relates 
to this period we have in view. The sword of the Lord's judgment 
is to fall on the wilderness called here "Idumea", and the Prophet 
says "For it is the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the year of 
recompences for the controversy of Zion. And the streams thereof 
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CHAPTER 18 

1. And after these things I saw another angel come
down from heaven, having great power; and the earth
was lightened with his glory.
2. And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying,
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the
habitation of 1devils, and the hold of every foul spirit,
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.
3. For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath 1 demons.
of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of 
the earth a re \vaxed rich through the abundance of her 
delicacies. 
4. And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, • became or grew.
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 
5. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God
hath remembered her iniquities.
6. Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double
unto her dc.uble according to her works: in the cup
which she hath filled fill to her double.
7. How much she hath glorified herself, and lived
deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for
she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow,
and shall see no sorro.w.
8. Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death,
and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly
burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who
judgeth her.
9. And the kings of the earth, who have committed
fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail
her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke
of her burning,
10. Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, say
ing, Alas, alas tlult great city Babylon, that mighty city!
for in one hour is thy judgment come.
11. And the merchants of the earth shall weep and
mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise
any more:
12. The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious
stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and
silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner
vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious
wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble,
13. And cinnamon, and 3odours, and ointments, and

3 

incense. 
frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flc.ur, and 
wheat a11d beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, 
and slaves, and souls of men. 
14. And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are de
P'drted from thee, and al] things which were dainty and
goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them
no more at all.
15. The merchants of these things, which were made
rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her 'bedecked.
torment, wee.ping and wailing,
16. And sayin�, Alas, a1as that great city, that was
clothed in fine hnen, and purple, and scarlet, and 'decked
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shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone and 
the land thereof shall become burning pitch. It shall not be quenched 
night nor day; the smoke thereof shalt go up for ever: from generation 
to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever 
and ever." 

The fact that the words "the smoke. thereof shall go up for ever" 
appears again in Rev. 19 : 3 indicates clearly that Isaiah's prophecy 
relates to the judgment of Great Babylon. 

Since Sodom and Gomorrah were overthrown by fire and 
brimstone God has not so dealt with any city or area. 

But the direct reference here to ''pitch" and "brimstone" and 
"burning pitch" and "smoke ascending" appear to refer to a localised 
visitation of God in judgment in the elements mentioned on the city 
of Rome itself. 

The area of the city of Rome, the Vatican and the whole. area 
as far as Naples is one of the world's greatest volcanic zones and 
sulphur and pitch are in evidence everywhere in the area. The activity 
of Mt. Vesuvius is w�ll known. Sulphurous fumes may be drawn from 
the earth anywhere around Rome and the wonder is that over the 
centuries the city of Rome has not so far been subjected to volcanic 
action. 

But Rome, the Vatican, its art treasures and its hierarchy all 
sit on a magazine of sulphurous prepared judgment which shall one 
day explode and burn to the glory of God and the avenging of His 
saints. 

This torch shall light the world of men and throughout the Millen
nium will continue to glow as a sign to the earth of that day, that God 
honours His commitments and is a God of judgment. This judgment 
will temper the spiritual life of the millennial rule of the great king. 

In Chapter 18, the first three verses appear to follow on immedi
ately from Chapter 17, then verses 4 to 20 give another view of the 
same judgment and verses 21 to 24 a further view. 

The fact that in verse 4 God's people are called to "Come out of 
her", "that ye receive not of her plagues" indicates that these verses 
review the system again from a point prior to the judgment. 

The references in this section to merchandise appears to refer 
to the traffic of the apostate church in trading spiritual things for 
temporal gain as where the church accumulates wealth from "masses 
for the dead" and from the sale of indulgences and from the profits 
from the confessional. 

The papacy is depicted as having something to offer to everyone 
and that is its way. It can provide a strict life for those that want 
penance and virtue from self-sacrifice or it can provide licence and 
"delicious living" for those that want it. And those that have been 
used to these things and those who have engaged in this trade -
the thousands of priests and rulers and devotees everywhere - bewail 
her fall. 
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with gdld, and precious stones, and pearls! 
17. 1:-·or in one hour so great riches 1s come to ncught.
And every shipmaster, and all the company in ship,, and
sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off,
18. And cried when they saw the smoke cf her burn
ing, saying, What city is like untc this great city!
19. And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weep
ing and wailing, saying, Alas, alas that great city, wherein
were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of
her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate.
20. Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles
and prcphets; for God hath avenged you on her.
21. And a mighty angel took t:p a stone like a great
millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with
vio'lence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down,
and shall be found no more at all.
22. And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of
pip:!rs, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in
thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall
be found any more in thee; and the sound .of a millstone
shall be heard no more �t all in thee;
23. And the light cf a candle shall shine no more at all
in thee; and the vo:ce of the bridegroom and of the bride
shall be heard no mo're at all in thee: for thy merchants
were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries
were all naticns deceived.
24. And in her was found the bkod of prophets, and
of :·aints, and of all that were slain u.9:>n the earth.

'-----------------

In the final section verses 21 to 24 a mighty angel is seen to 
take up a stone like a great millstone and cast it into the sea and the 
angel says "Thus with violence shall the great city Babylon be thrown 
down, and shall be found no more at all". 

This is a quotation from Jeremiah. 51 : 64 "Thus shall Babylon 
sink, and shall not rise from the evil that I will bring upon her". 
THREE REASONS for the judgment are given in verses 23 and 24: 
1. "for thy merchants were the great men of the earth" - that is,

the wicked Merchandise of Romanism trading the souls of men
for worldly gain is worldwide and of great influence in the earth
and therefore she is judged.

2. For by thy sorceries were all nations deceived
Transubstantiation 
Maryology 
Worship of saints 
Alleged miracles 
The confessional 
Masses for· the dead 
Purgatory 

3. And in her was found the blood of prophets; and of saints and of
all that were slain upon the earth.
Over the whole history of the papacy millions of God's true 

servants have been martyred and God is bound to avenge them and 
to judge the system that has been guilty of such wickedness especially 
as all these things have been done blasphemously in the name of God. 
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THE CHURCH IN HEAVEN 
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The Church is pictured in heaven in Chapter 4 before the 
judgments of the seals are introduced. But from Chapter 4 to Chapter 
19 the Church is not in view as God deals in judgment with the 
earth from which the Church has been taken at the Rapture. 

Now in Chapter 19 at the end of the period of the tribulation and 
just before the Lord returns to the earth to set up his kingdom, we 
are given another view of the Church who is revealed at "the marriage 
of the Lamb" as "His wife" who "hath made herself ready". 

Further it is stated of her "and to her was granted that she 
should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is 
the righteousnesses ( righteous acts) of saints". 

The references to the bride being granted to be arrayed in "the 
righteous acts of saints" and to her having. "made herself ready" appear 
to have reference to the judgment seat of Christ. 

Pauline doctrine clearly teaches that the Church and all members 
of it are to be subject to a purifying experience in which life and 
testimony on earth is to be reviewed in heaven. The silver will be 
separated from the dross; the wood, hay and stubble will burn and be 
forgotten; the true and pure and good will remain and will form the 
"righteousnesses" in which the bride will be arrayed. In effect, she 
is now while on earth making her own wedding dress, for the 
glorious day which is coming at the marriage of the Lamb in heaven. 

The imputed righteousness of all saints is the blood-bought free 
gift of God and works of men have no part in it. But here in Revelation 
19 the reference is to righteousnesses (plural) which relate to acts 
and works, and it is granted ( a special boon) that the Church should 
be so arrayed in these. 

The fact that it is stated that the bride has "made herself ready" 
indicates that even when she entered heaven she was not then ready 
for the marriage. It is at the bema that she is made ready. 

This does not mean that the Church was not ready for heaven 
or for God's presence, for Christ has done all that is necessary to 
make the Church ready in this sense, but something else is needed to 
make her ready for the close practical life of intimate association with 
the Sa vi our called in the figure, "marriage". 

Nor does it mean that the Church and its members are to be 
judged as sinners. It is not a judge's bench, but the "bema" - a 
reward seat. In the ancient Grecian times at the games, a judge or 
umpire sat on a bema to decide who should be awarded the laurel 
and to decide points as between the competitors. The term was similarly 
used in military affairs where a general reviewed his troops from a 
bema. 

The purpose of the bema of heaven is to wei_gh and evalue for 
eternity every act of every Christian. That this will be done is set 
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CHAPTER 19 

1. And after these things I heard a great voice of lmuch
people in heaven, �aying, 2Alleluia; Salvation, and glory,
and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:

2. For true and righteous are his judgments: for he
hath judged the great 3whore, which did corrupt the
earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood
of his servants at her hand.

3. And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose
up for ever and ever.

4. And the four and twenty elders and the four 4beasts
fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne,
saying, Amen; Alleluia.

5. And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise
cur God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both
small and great.

6. And I heard as it were the voice of a great multi
tude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice
of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord
God omnipotent reigneth.

7. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him:
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready.

8. And to her was, granted that she should be arrayed
in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the
0righteousness of saints.

9. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which
are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And
he �aith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.

10. And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said
unto me, Sec thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant,
and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus:
worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit o(
prophecy.

11. And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white
horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and
True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.

12. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head
were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no
man knew, but he himself.

13. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood:
and his name is called 0The Word of God.

14. And the armies which were in heaven followed him
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean.

15. And out of bis mouth goeth a sharp sword, that
with it he should smite the nations: and 7he shall rule

1 many. 
• Hallelujah.

3 harlot. 

' living creatures. 

5 righteousnesses. 

6 lohnl:J. 

1 John 5: 7. 
7 Psa. 2: 9. 



CHAPTER 19 Page 99 

out in 1 Cor. 3:- "For other foundation can no man lay, than that 
is laid which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this founda
tion gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man's 
work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because 
it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of 
what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, 
he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall 
suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire". 

Ail members of the Church are included for in 2 Cor. 5 : 10 we 
read "for we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad". 

This judgment does not involve "punishment" but is an assessment 
of heavenly values in the Church and Christ is concerned with "awards" 
and "rewards". Many will "suffer" in the sense that they might have 
had a greater reward than they are awarded if their conduct on earth 
had only been different. Some will only be saved "as though by fire" 
and their reward will be small indeed by comparison with those who 
have won many for righteousness, who will shine as stars, their rewards 
will be so great. 

People that shine here may not shine in heaven so brightly, for 
Christ is the judge, and people that are little thought of here may 
surprise us in heaven when we see how highly Christ regards them. 
Rewards are given in heaven at the bema for the following: 
1. For those who live in victory over the flesh:

"Every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate m all
things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an
incorruptible" ( 1 Cor. 9 : 25).

2. For Soul Winners:
"For what is our hope or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even
ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?"
( 1 Thess. 2: 19).

3. For those who endure temptations and trials and persecutions:
"Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he is
tried, he sh'111 receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath
promised to them that love him" ( J as. 1 : 12).

4. For those who love Hi� appearing: who fight a good fight; anrl
who finish the course set for them:
"Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness
which the Lord, the righteous judge shall give me at that day; and
not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing"
(2 Tim. 4: 8).

5. For those who feed the flock of God:
"Feed the flock of God" ... "And when the chief Shepherd shall
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not away"
( 1 Peter 5 : 1 - 4).
It is incompatible with all we are told of heaven that there will
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them with a rod of iron: and 8he treadeth the winepress 
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 

16. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.

17. And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he
cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly
in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves
together unto the supper of the great God;

18. That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh
of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh
of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of
all men, both free and bond, both small and great.

19. And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and
their armies, gathered together to make war against him
that sat on the horse, and against his, army.

20. And the beast was taken, and with him the false
prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which
he deceived them that had received the mark of the
beast, and them that worshipped his image. These. both
were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brim
stone.

21. And the remnant were slain with the sword of him
that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of
his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.

8 /sa. 63: 3. 

be sorrow and sadness at the bema. While it is a truth for present 
teaching that we will suffer loss in that day if we do not now accept 
our opportunities and build for Christ and not for self - still when the 
day comes we shall each with joy receive the meed and crown that will 
be ours. We shall each be fully satisfied; satisfied with our own portion, 
realising its justness; and satisfied also with the portion given to others 
who are revealed to us to be fully worthy of it. There is a sense in 
which rewards are related to shining in heaven and will take the form' 
of an ability in each in his measure to worship God and to give glory 
to Him. We shall then each in our measure "show forth the praises of 
Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light" 
( 1 Peter 2 : 9). 

The work of reviewing the life and worth of each member of the 
Church must take some time to do, even in the bright setting of the 
Omniscient's bema. The rewards of the bema are associated with the 
resurrection as we have it in Luke 14 : 14 - "For thou shalt be 
recompensed at the resurrection of i'hf just". Y.-ie are told in 1 Thess. 
4 : I 6 - 17 that the resurrection of the just occurs at the Rapture of 
the Church. "The dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 

Accordingly we deduct that the bema immediately follows the 
Rapture and is going on in heaven while the earth is suffering the 
great tribulation. By the time Christ is ready to end the I ribulation 
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and to enter the scene Himself, the bride has made herself ready and 
heaven celebrates the marriage of the Lamb. 

Throughout the New Testament the relationship of Christ and 
the Church is referred to and pictured as the Bridegroom and the 
bride, particularly in Ephesians Chapter 5. Christ as Bridegroom 
takes the bride to be with himself when he calls her to Him in the 
clouds. She makes herself ready, arrays herself in her wedding dress, 
and the marriage is consummated in heaven. We see from Chapter 
19 that the wedding is certainly in heaven and from that time the 
Church is seen with Christ as being a partner with Him in all He does. 

While the marriage is in heaven our Chapter shows Christ and 
"the armies which were in heaven ... clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean" - the bride - journeying to earth for the great appearing of 
Christ at the second advent. 

This gives point to the message of verse 9 '· And he said unto me, 
Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of 
the Lamb". After the marriage in verse 7 we have reference to "the 
marriage supper of the Lamb", and this appears to be something which 
follows on earth after the marriage in heaven. 

The marriage supper brings us into the terminology of the Lord's 
prophecies and parables which relate to His return to earth, and 
"Blessed are they ( the guests) that are ·called". 

The guests are the Jewish remnant who come out of the tribuJation 
and the saved of the Gentiles who together people the world of the 
Millennium. In Matthew 25 : 1 - 13 and in other passages we have 
the picture of Israel awaiting the return of the Bridegroom and the 
bride from the wedding, which is just what is recorded in Revelation 19. 

In its fullest sense the marriage supper is the whole Millennium 
itself in which the earth for all that time celebrates and enjoys the 
gladness of the King. 

After the reference to the guests and marriage supper, the angel 
says "These are the true sayings of God", and so confirms and 
emphasises the importance of these things in Scripture and this 
declaration also closes this section of the Chapter. 

But these words cause John to fall in wonder at the feet of the 
angel and he is about to worship him when the angel says "See thou 
do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the 
testimony of Jesus: worship God: For the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy". 

These last words are particularly important to all students of 
prophecy. Here the importance of prophecy is shown, its directive 
is seen and its end and glory revealed. Prophecy is not given to satisfy 
our curiosity as to the future, but that Christ may be known and 
understood and appreciated; that His purposes, His achievements and 
His glories may be known. It is that all doctrine concerning Him in all 
Scripture may be rightly discerned and applied to our lives as we see 
Him displayed in the whole kaleidoscope of the prophetic Word from 
eternity past to the eternity beyond. 
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THE SECOND ADVENT 

The remainder of the Chapter is occupied with the most important 
event in all prophecy, and the event on which all prophecy centres, 
the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. He came once in 
humiliation to suffer and to die. Now He comes "in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ" ( 2 Thess. 1 : 8). 

This event was the subject of the first prophecy given through 
human lips, for in Jude 1 : 14 we read "and Enoch also, the seventh 
from Adam prophesi�d of these saying, Behold the Lord cometh with 
ten thousand of his saints, to execute judgment". 

This event is the subject of the last message of the Bible, 
"Surely I come quickly". 

It is accordingly appropriate that the recording of this event in 
Revelation 19 : 11 is prefaced with the words "the testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy". That is, all prophecy leads to the event 
now to be recorded. 

Here are just three of the many scriptures that will be fulfilled 
when the event of Revelation 19 takes place: 

1. Zech. 14 : 4 "And His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount
of Olives ... and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst
thereof ..."

2 .  Matt. 24: 30 "And they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory". 

3. Rev. I : 7 "Every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced
Him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him".
John in his visions sees "heaven opened" indicating that an 

important interchange between heaven and earth is to take place, 
"and behold a white horse;" This speaks immediately of a conqueror. 
The context shows that this is not the same white horse of Chapter 
6 for that white horse led to anarchy and rebellion; this, to the 

establishing of the perfect rule of the Son of God. 
The rider is the Lord Himself and He is accompanied by others 

also on white horses, the armies of the Church of God. 

John sets the purpose and character of this great appearing with 

the statement - "And in righteousness He doth judge and make war''. 

He then describes the appearance of the Lord by reference to the 

following figures: 
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1. "His eyes were as a flame of fire" for He comes "in flaming fire
taking vengeance".

He is also seen thus in Rev. 1 : 14 as He views the churches 
with keen discernment. So now He looks at His enemies and His 
friends and at a glance He searches out every thought. 

2. "On His head were many crowns"

This speaks not only of the Victor but of the King, and not 
only of a King, but of The King of kings. 

3. A Name Written

A name was visible to John but it could not be understood -
"that no man kn owe th but He Himself". 

Not only King of kings, but the Master of Eternity - the 
inscrutable. But we cannot with such thoughts approach to the 
meaning of this name, for He alone knows it. 

The name is however an added source of fear and awe to 
alf who see Him. 

4. He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood.

This refers to the Lord's work in judgment and in dealing 
with the enemies of God. "He treads the winepress of the fierceness 
and wrath of Almighty God" (verse 15). 

The Lord is seen later in this Chapter at the battle of 
Armageddon and the picture given is of carnage and slaughter and 
the Lord does not rest until His work is completed. 

This is 'the fulfilment of Isaiah 63 : 1 - 6 "Wherefore art thou 
red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in 
the winefat? I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people 
there was none with me; for I will tread them in mine anger, and 
trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon 
my garments, and I will stain all my raiment". 

5. And out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He might
smite the nations.

In Rev. I : 16 John records "Out of His mouth went a sharp 
two-edged sword". 

And in the last verse of Chapter I 9 we read ''And the rest 
were slain with the Sword of Him that sat upon the horse, which 
sword proceeded out of his mouth'\ 
In .2 Thess. 2 : 8 it is said "whom the Lord shall consume with the 
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spirit of His mouth and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming". 
Four Names are Referred to:-

1. He was called "Faithful and True"

This is related to the character of His coming which demon
strates the faithfulne5s and the truth of the promises of the Word 
of God that He would so come - even though men have said 
"Where is the promise of His coming?" 

2. A Name no man knew but He Himself

This is apparently on his forehead as our names will appear 
in a coming day (Rev. 22 : 4 ). This name speaks of God's 
appreciation of Christ's worth. 

3. The Word of God: The Logos. The name also by which John

introduces the Lord in his Gospel - the Gospel \Vhich reveals
Christ as the Son of God. The Word was God.

4. King of kings and Lord of lords and this name was written on His

vesture and on His thigh.
The Thigh depicts humanity in our Lord, for He is "of the

seed of David according to the flesh" ( Rom. 1 : 3).
This name unfolds the Son of Man advanced to His rightful

station, coming to rule on the earth.

His Mission 

l . He doth judge and make war ( verse 11 ) .

The ass on which the Lord entered Jerusalem years ago is 
symbolic of peaceful rule. The peaceful rule was not accepted and 
now it is judgment and war. 

2. He shall rule them with a rod of iron ( verse 15 ) .

This is in fulfilment of Psalm 2. "Thou shalt break them with 
a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel". 
- He comes to judge the nations and set up His own Kingdom
which sha11 be absolute.

3. He treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty

God ( verse 15). This refers to the vengeance and wrath of 
God which He executes against sinners and the enemies of God. 
With the full power and authority of God He makes an end of the 
mystery of G�d, and brings to judgment and doom all who oppose. 
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ARMAGEDDON 

There are two great battles in the tribulation period which stand 
out from all the others in a period of turbulence and war and judgment. 
First tbe war in Palestine when the armies of Russia (Rosh) Gog and 
Magog are destroyed. This is about half-way through the tribulation 
period when the prophecies of Joel 2 : 20 and Ezekiel 39 and 40 are 
fulfilled. This is seen in Chapter 9 of Revelation under the sixth 
trumpet. 

Now we come to the greatest of all conflicts, the campaign of 
Armageddon which occurs at the very end of the tribulation period. In 
Chapter 16 we saw the Euphrates dried up to admit the kings of the 
east and their armies. Then from the dragon and the beast evil spirits 
go out to gather all the world "to the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty" (Rev. 16: 14) "And he gathered them together into a 
place called in the Hebrew tongue "Armageddon". 

The Nations gather in Palestine to fight together for world 
supremacy and the grouping seems to be:-

1. The beast and the nations of the western confederacy; mainly the
descendants of J apheth.

2. The power of the south, which is a federation we see now forming
of African Nations - the black races - Ham.

3. The children of the east - the race of Shem.

But as they are poised to fight one another, Christ appears at His
glorious second advent. His feet touch the Mount of Olives which is 
cleaved in two and He faces the great concourse in Palestine of all 
the millions of the armies of the ungodly. 

At the appearance of Christ the nations forget about the conflict 
in which they are engaged and Christ deals with all the armies arranged 
around Him. He turns the battle to a personal one in which He 
challenges all and proceeds to destroy and judge the nations, the kings, 
the captains, the beast and the false prophet. 

In our chapter this scene is introduced by the figure of an angel 
standing in the sun (giving the matter prominence in view of the 
earth) "And he cried with a loud voice saying to all the fowls that fly 
in the midst of heaven Come and gather yourselves together unto the 
supper of the great God that ye may eat the flesh of kings and the 
flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses 
and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men both free and 
bound, both small and great". 

Before the event, the angel shows that there can be no doubt 
about the outcome of this conflict. When Christ enters the scene in 
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power and majesty "a short work will the Lord make upon the earth" 
(Rom. 9: 28 ). 

In the angel's call "flesh" is mentioned five times. It calis attention 
to the gross carnality of the ungodly now to be judged. 

The suppel' of the fowls contrasts grotesquely with the joyous 
"marriage supper" referred to earlier in the chapter. 

This is the point where the stone cut out without hands smites the 
image of Daniel's vision "upon the feet that were of iron and clay 
and break them to pieces" (Dan 2: 34 ). 

The position of Armageddon is described in various places in 
Scripture. The rallying point of the armies is in the valley of Jehoshaphat 
in northern Palestine, but the vast armies cover the whole land, and 
Jerusalem is central to the battle. In Joel 3 : 12 we read "Let the 
Gentiles be wakened and come to the valley of Jehoshaphat; for there 
will I sit to judge all the Gentiles round about". Then in Zech. 14 : 2, 3 
"I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle . . . Then shall 
the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when He fought 
in the day of battle". 

The battle is described by John in verse 19 "And I saw the beast 
and the kings of the earth and their armies, gathered together to make 
war against him that sat on the horse and against his army. 

The result of the battle is given in verses 20 and 21 and we note: 

I. The beast and the false prophet are taken and cast alive into the
lake of fire.

The Devil and the unsaved are not cast into the lake of fire 
until after the judgment of the great white throne which is after 
the Millennium. So that these two men called the beast and the 
false prophet are the first to be committed to the eternal lake of 
fire and they are cast in "alive". 

As Enoch and Elijah went to eternal glory without seeing 
death, so these two evil men pass immediately to their eternal 
punishment. 

The beast is representative of all who oppose God and take 
to themselves the glory that is His alone. The false prophet is 
representative of all who deceive and lead their fellow men into 
idolatry. 

2. The remnant ( a general description for all the kings, captains and
armies - all_ other th an the beast and the false prophet).

- All are slain with the sword of Him that sat upon the horse.
- The fowls were filled with their flesh.

Jt will taken seven months to bury the dead and clear the
ground of the debris of this terrible carnage. 
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3. Satan is bound

An angel comes down from heaven having
- The key of the bottomless pit and
- A �reat chain in his hand.

The angel laid hold on Satan and bound him a thousand years. 
The \Vicked One is here described by four names 

1. The Dragon - the great red Dragon of Chapter 12.
2. The Ancient Serpent- of Genesis 3.
3. The Devil. ·
4. Satan.

And we are plainly told that the Dragon and the Ancient Serpent is
the Devil and Satan. 

GOD'S DEALINGS WITH SATAN 
THE MYSTE�Y OF INIQUITY 

First: Satan is bound for one thousand years. This is a necessary 
condition for the earth under the millennial rule of Christ. For this 
period Christ is absolute ruler, and men are to be free from the 
tempter's lures - So Satan is bound.

Secondly: This is not the judgment of Satan because his iniquity 
is not yet fully revealed. At the end of the ;millennium he is to be 
released for a short period - he will again deceive the nations - he 
will then finally be judged and will be cast into the lake of fire. 

To understand why Satan is to be released again we must ascertain 
the true place and purpose of the millennium in the divine plan of .the 
ages. 

The millennium is not the eternal state. It is a final period of 
human life on the earth. Ordinary men and women, boys and girls 
wiJl Jive on the earth and children will be born still with the old 
Adam nature. These people will not be subject to the tempter's wiles 
but they will have wonderful privileges and they will enjoy the personal 
protection and rule of Christ Himself. 

The question of this experience for the human race is, will it 
change mankind? This is finally to be tested. So when Christ's reign 
of one thousand years is finished, Satan is again released. Alas, "the 
heart of man is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked", and 
this is finally revealed for the nations who have known the gracious 
yet firm rule of Christ, at the first opportunity again turn to Satan and 
God is again compelJed to turn to judgment. Satan and the wicked 
are cast into the lake of fire and the earth itself is burned with 
fervent heat and God calls into being a new heat1en and new earth 
wherein dwelJeth righteousness. 
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CHAPTER 20 

1. And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having
the key o( the bottomless pit and a great chain in his
band.
2. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent,
which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand
years,
3. And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him
up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the
nations no more, till the thousand years should be fu.1-
(illed: :: nd after that he must be loosed a little season.

4. Am, I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and
judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of
them th.it were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and
for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived
and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

5. But the rest of the dead lived not again until the
thousand years were finished. This is the first resur
rection.

6. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection: on such the second death bath no power,
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall
reign with him a thousand years.

7. And when the thousand years are 1expired, Satan 
shall be locsed out of his prison, 1 ended. 

8. And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in
the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to
gather them together to battle: the number of whom is
as the sand of the sea.

9. And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved
city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and
devo.ured them.

10. And the devil that deceived them was cast into
the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night
for ever and ever.
11. And I saw a great white th.rone, and him that sat
on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled
away; and there was found no place for them.

12. And I saw thci dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which were written in
the books, according to their works.

13. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in
them : and they were judged every man according to
their works.
14. And death and hell were cast into the Jake of fire.
This is the second death. 
15. And whosoever was not found written in the book
of life was cast into the lake of fire.
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CHAPTER 20 : 4 - 15 

SUBJECTS 
1 . Reigning with Christ. 
2. The Judgment of Israel and of the Gentiles.
3. The Two Resurrections.
4. The Millennium.
5. The Final Rebellion.
6. The Great White Throne.
7. The Second Death.

REIGNING WITH CHRIST 

In verse 4 John records that in his vision he saw: 
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1. "Thrones and they sat upon them and judgment was
given unto them".

2. "The souls of them:--
( a) which were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and

for the Word of God
and (b) Such as worshipped not th� beast, neither his image, 

neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, 
or in their hands". 

John then proceeds and says "And they (all) lived and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years". 

The groups seen under (a) and ( b) above are surely the 
martyrs of the tribulation period. Group (a) appears to be the 
martyrs of the early part of the tribulation period seen in Chapter 6 
under the altar. Group (b) are clearly the martyrs of the second half 
of the tribulation for they have withstood the beast and have not wor
shipped his image. These are the blessed of Rev. 14 : 13 "Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth". 

The first reference to "thrones and they sat on them" refers to all 
who will reign with Christ. It includes the Church of God, and the 
resurrected just of Israel -- the Old Testament saints. And groups (a) 
and (b) above are also specially mentioned to make sure that it is 
understood that the martyrs of the tribulation period also have their 
part in the first resurrection and that they also reign with Christ. 

The thrones were first seen in heaven in Chapter 4. The Church 
only is represented in that scene. 

Now the thrones are set up on earth in accordance with Daniel's 
vision in Dan. 7 : 9 "I beheld till the thrones were placed . . . " 

Daniel did not see the occupants of the thrones, but now this is 
revealed to John. 

THE JUDGMENT OF THE fflRONES 

In verse 4 it is said of the occupants of the thrones who reign 
with Christ a thousand years "and judgment was given unto them". 

In 1 Cor. 6 : 2 Paul admonishes the Church at Corinth and tells 
them that they should be judging and dealing with certain matters, 
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and he says "Do )'et not know thai tile saints shall judge the 
world?" And then again "Know ye not that we shall judge angels?" 
The judgment last referred to. can only be that of fallen angels 

which is referred to in Jude - "And the angels which kept not their 
first estate, but left their own habitation, He hath reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day". Jude 6. 

The reference to the "great day" in Jude, which obviously is the 
day of final judgments, and also the reference in our present chapter, 
in verse 10, to the final judgment of the devil, leads us to believe 
that the judgment of the fallen angels takes place at the same time as 
the judgment of Satan - i.e. at the end of the miliennium. 

The judgments which take place at the beginning of the millennium· 
for which we see the thrones set in verse 4, are the judgments of the 
people living on the earth at the second q.dvent - both Jews and 
Gentiles. There are a great many Scriptures that refer to these 
judgments. 
Judgments for the Jews 

Mal. 3 : 2 - 3 "But who may abide the clay of His coming? and 
who shall stand when He appeareth? for li� is lu<..e a refiner's fire, and 
like a fuller's soap; And He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver; and He shall purify the sons of Levi aad purge them as gold 
and silver that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. 
And I will come near to you in judgment .. . '' 

The issue of this judgment wiJl be that some will be cast out as 
"the unprofitable servant into outer darkne�s, tt:ere .shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth". Matt. 25 : 30 - others, the saved of the 
tribulation period, go through the refining judgment referred to by 
Malachi and enter the millennial kingdom. 
Judgments for the Gentiles 

From Dan. 7 : 14 and other passages such as Isa. 55 : 5 it is 
clear that large numbers of Gentile peoples will also enter the millennial 
kingdom. Accordingly, there is a judgment to determine who is 
worthy to enter the kingdom. The word to some is - "Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world" ( Matt. 25 : 34). Then again, there is the 
word to others "Depart from me ye cursed" (Matt. 25 : 41). 

THE TWO RESURUECTIONS 

This chapter '. ea��1es vcr:i clearly that there are two resurrections, 
each with a spel.ial ch.u-acteristic of its own. Blessed and holy is the 
character of the first resurre�tion - on such the second death hath 
no power. All who do r:0t take part in the first resurrection are 
numbered with those of t11•.. second resurrection. They appear at the 
great white throne and arc ,'.cJivered to the second death which is the 
lake of fire. Those reserved for the second resurrection called in verse 5 
"the rest of the dead" live r., lt again until the period of the millennium 
has been fulfilled. 
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One is a resurrection unto life (John 5 : 29) the other is a resurrection to damnation: "They that have done evil unto thr resurrection of damnation" (John 5 : 29). The millennium separates the two resurrections and our chapter makes it clear that the first resurrection is complete at the commencement of the millennium. That there is a division or progressive order in connection with the first resurrection is clear from such passages a� 1 Cor. 15 : 20 - 24 "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order; Christ the firstfruits; afterwards they that are Christ's at His coming". The order is: 
1. Christ the firstfruits.2. They that are Christ's at His coming ( the Rapture\(1 Thess. 4 :  16).3. The saints of the tribulation period.4. The Old Testament saints.Regarding the resurrection of Israel some Old Testament passage� particularly Dan. 12 : 1 - 2 indicate definitely that this great adventfor Israel is at the second advent. The words used "At that time" relate to the end of the tribulation not the beginning of it and it is at that time that "Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake". This view is confirmed in that the Rapture referred to in 1 Thess. 4 : 16 refers to the Church only and those who are "In Christ". The Church is a special programme - a mystery programme and all that relates to the Church is completed before God takes up Israel again. Resurrection at the Rapture ends the programme for the Church and resurrection at the advent brings culmination to the programme for Israel. 

THE MILLENNIUM 

The thousand years reign of Christ on earth is acclaimed in this chapter, but only brief reference is made to it. Scripture as a whole however, has much to say about the millennium. It is assumed in Revelation that we know what the rest of the Word of God has to teach on this subject. 
A Brief Summary of Truth is as follows: 1. Christ is king in the millennium and He 1s portrayed in thefollowing names:-

( a) The Branch of Jehovah ( Isa. 4 : 2)( b) The Branch of David ( J er. 23 : 5)( c) Jehovah's Servant the Branch ( Zech. 3 : 8)( d) The Man whose name is the Branch ( Zech. 6 : 12 - 13)( e) The Lord Our Righteousness ( J er. 23 : 6)
(f) The rod of Jesse (Isa. 11 : 1)
!g) The King (Isa. 42: 1 - 6)
h) The Judge (Isa. 11 : 3 - 4)i) The Lawgiver ( Isa 3 3 : 22 J
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(j) Messiah the Prince (Dan. 9 : 25 - 26)
(k) Prince of Princes (Dan. 8; 25)
( l) The Sun of Righteousness ( Mal. 4 : 2)

2. The Kingdom is characterised

(a) By Righteousness (Isa. 11 : 5, Ps. 96: 10).
( b) By Holiness

"In that day upon the bells of the horses will be inscribed
'Holiness unto the Lord' " ( Zech. 14 : 20).

(c) By Truth
"Truth shall be met together with mercy and spring out of
the earth" (Psa. 85 : 10 - 11 ).

3. Conditions in the Millennium
(a) Peace ( Isa. 60 : 18)
(b) Joy (Isa. 61: 7)
( c) Justice (J er. 23 : 5)
( d) Full Kno.wledge: The Holy Spirit will reveal the things of God

( Is"a. 11 : 1 - 2)
( e) The Curse Removed from Nature (Isa. 11 : 6 - 9)
(f) No Sickness (Isa. 33: 24)
(g) No Oppression (Isa. 14: 3 - 6)
(h) No Immaturity (Isa. 65 : 20)
( �) A Perfect Economic System of full employment. ( Isa 62 : 8 - 9)
( J) General Prosperity ( Isa. 4 : 1 )
(k) God's Presence will be experienced generally (Ezek.

37: 27 - 28)
( 1) The Fulness of the Spirit will be evident among the people

generally ( Isa. 44 : 3)

THE FINAL REBELLION 

Verses 7 to 10 describe the events on earth immediately following 
the millennium. Satan is loosed out of his prison and goes out to 
deceive the nations which are in the "four corners of the earth". 
Perhaps this means that those nations furthest from Jerusalem are 
most easily turned. Satan gathers the nations called here - by the 
general expression "Gog and Magog". The Old Testament prophecies 
relating to "Gog and Magog" such as Ezek. 38 and 39 are all fulfilled 
before the millennium so the use of the expression here must be regarded 
as a wide mystical term to describe all the hosts of the ungodly who 
rebel and gather at this time. Their number is as the sand of the sea. 

These great armies go up "on the breadth of the earth" and 
compass "the camp of the saints" and "the beloved city". The city can 
only be Jerusalem which has been the city of the great King. The 
expression "camp of the saints" probably refers to an attempt by Satan 
and his hosts to attack the very centre of spiritual rule, that of the 
heavenly saints who surround or centre above Jerusalem. The beloved 
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city, the headquarters of the true earthly people of God at this time, 
"the camp of the saints" the centre of the heavenly hosts of the Lord. 

Neither the earthly nor heavenly hosts are called upon to defend, 
for "fire came down from God out of heaven" and devoured the armies 
of Satan. 

And so the iniquity of Satan and the iniquity also of the natural 
heart of unregenerate man is fully revealed. This is the final rebellion 
and judgment falls. 

Satan is judged first and is cast into the lake of fire. The record 
declares that he is cast in "where the beast and the false prophet are".

After a thousand years notice that the beast and the false prophet 
arc still there. There is no annihilation. The record goes on and says 
"and (they, the beast, the false prophet and Satan) shall be tormented 
day and night for ever and ever". 

Satan and his angels with him are so judged and the ungodly 
people of the earth are destroyed by fire "out of heaven". They go into 
death while the godly of earth pass into the everlasting kingdom and 
participate with the saints of God in the eternal state known as the new 
heavens and the new earth. 

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE 

There is henceforth no more death in the ordinary sense of that 
word. But all who have died who were not among the "blessed" of the 
first Re�urrection are now raised again and appear before the great 
white throne. This is the most awful of all judgments and it is the final 
judgment. When the great Judge took His seat on the throne, from His 
face "the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place 
for them". 

Before the dread presence of the holy God, the dead, small and 
great of all ages are called and they all "stand before God". There is 
no· rainbow of mercy over this throne. There is no altar of sacrifice; 

there is no blood. These are people who have had their opportunity 
and offer of grace and who have turned against love and light and 
have come to the place of no return - beyond it, to the place of 

inescapable terror and damnation. 
It is Christ, the Son of God who is judge. Once revealed as a 

loving and a suffering Saviour who gave Himself as a sacrifice. Now 
the judge, for to Him the Father "hath committed all judgment". He 

knows all men and He sits on a great white throne. A great throne 
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CHAPTER 21 

1. And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the
first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and
there was no more sea.
2. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down frcm God out of heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.
3. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God
himself shall be with them, and be their God.

4. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes;
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the
funner things are passed away.

5. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make
all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these
words are true and faithful.

6. And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him
that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.
7. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I
will be his God, and he shall be my son.

8. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable,
and murderers, and 1whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake
which bumeth with fire and brimstone: which is the
second death.
9. And there came unto me one of the seven angels
which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, i fornicators. 

and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee 
the bride, the Lamb's wife. 
10. And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and
high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,

11. Having the glory of God: and her light was like
unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear
as crystal;
12. And had a wall great and high, and had twelve
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written
thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the
children of Israel:
13. On the east three gates; on the north three gates;
on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.

14. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations,
and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the
Lamb.
15. And he that talked with me had a golden reed to
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to befit His majesty, power and authority and a "white" throne because 
it is to reflect the radiance of divine holiness and justice. 

And the books were opened - all the lives and actions and 
thoughts of ev.ery man and woman were revealed - and they were 
judged accordingly. We understand from such statements that as in 
heaven there are degrees of reward so in eternal punishment there are 
degrees of suffering. Then will all the injustices of earthly wickedness 
which on earth appears to go unpunished, be finally brought to 
reckoning and the judgment will be approved as right by the wicked 
themselves. The wicked are judged "according to their works". Once 
they could have had grace without works but now they have to answer 
for works without grace. 

But while the "books" are necessary for this judgment, the 
question of who is to enter the second death and the lake of fire is 
not answered by the "books" but by the one book of life. "Whosoever 
was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of 
fire". 

A resurrection of the wicked is confirmed by the words ''the sea 
gave up the dead that were in it" ( referring to the bodies of the dead) 
"and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them" 
( referring to the spirits of the dead for the word "hell" means "hades'' 
the place of ceparted spirits) and "they" ( the resurrected persons) were 
judged every man according to their works ( verse 13). 

This is "the resurrection of damnation" referred to in John 5 : 29. 

THE SECOND DEATH 

"And death and hell" (personifying all the wicked who appear 
at the great white throne) "were cust into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death". 

The final judgment having taken place the way is cleared for the 
revealing in the next chapter of the eternal state of blessedness of the 
saints of God. 

CHAPTER 21 

SUBJECTS 

1. The Eternal State (Rev. 21 : 1 - 8)
(a) The new heavens and the new earth
( b) The lake of fire

2. The New Jerusalem

(a) In the eternal state ( verses 1 - 7)
( b) In the millennium ( verses 9 - 22)
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me.asure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall 

thereof. 

16. And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as

large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the

recd, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the

breadth and the height of it are equal.
17. And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and

forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a

man, that is, of the angel.

18. And the building of the wall of it was of jasper:

and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.

19. And the foundations of the wall of the city were

garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first

foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third,
a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald;

20. The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh,

chrysolyk; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the

tenth, a chryso.prasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth,
an amethyst.

21. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every

several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city

was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.
22. And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God

Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.

23. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the
moon, to shine in it:" for the glory of God did 2lighten • light.

it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.
24. And the nations of them which are saved shall walk
in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring

their glory and honour into it.
25. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day:

for there shall be no night there.

26. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the

nations into it.

27. And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing
that defileth, neither whatsoever workcth abomination,

or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's

book of life.
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THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH 

First the old heavens and old earth are consumed in the final 
judgment. They have been the scene of rebellion against God both by 
fallen angels and fallen men. Accordingly they flee away from the face 
of Him that sits on the great white throne. Peter also speaks of this 
judgment of the scene and association :)f sin when he speaks of the 
''Day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire, shall be dissolved, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat" ( 2 Peter 3 : 12). 

Peter immediately then refers to the new heavens and the new 
earth referred to in Rev. 21 : 1. Peter says "Nevertheless we, according 
to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness". 

Isaiah also saw this day for he says in Isa. 65 : 17 "Behold I 
create new heavens and a new earth: And the former shall not be 
remembered, nor come to mind". In Isaiah 66 : 22 this is again ref erred 
to and we are given the assurance that the new heavens and the new 
earth "shall remain". This is the eternal state of the blessed and the 
prophecy continues "so shall your seed and your name remain". 

The new earth has no sea. The sea is that which in the world 
speaks of the restlessness of the godless multitudes. There is now no 
more of this restlessness not even in figure of remembrance. 

The Lord, from whom the old heavens and earth fled away and 
were destroyed, now from the throne also speaks the Word "Behold, 
I make all things new" ( verse 5). And so by a creative word, the 
new heavens and earth are created. 

The saved of the millennial kingdom are translated and together 
with all the saints of God of all ages - all who have participated in 
the first resurrection, prepare to inhabit the eternal kingdom ''wherein 
dwelleth righteousness" (2 Peter 3 : 13 ). And the voice from heaven 
declares "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 
dwell with them, and they shall be His people; and God Himself shall 
be with them, and be their God". 

The essence of the eternal condition for the saints is that they 
will be with Him. Four precious scriptures seal this truth: 

1. John 14 : 3 "I will come again and receive you unto myself
that where I am, there ye may be also".

2. 1 Thess. 4: 17 "And so shall we ever be with the Lord".
3. 1 John 3 : 2 "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it

doth not yet appear what we sha11 be; but we know that, when
He shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as
He is".

4. John 17 : 24 "Father I will that they also, whom thou hast
given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my
glory which thou hast·given me".

We are assured accordingly that Christ and His saints will together 
occupy the new heavens and the new earth. 
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THE LAKE OF FIRE 

Verse 8 records the eternal state of the wicked. They "shall have 
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone which is 
the second death". This is the chapter of eternal things, and we do welJ 
to warn the lost, as well as to take comfort at the portion of the saved. 
The Lord Himself has said "These shall go away into everlasting 
punishment" ( Matt. 25 : 46 ). 

THE NEW JERUSALEM 

The new Jerusalem is the city looked for by the Old Testament 
saints - "A City which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God". (Heb. 11 : 10) "For He hath prepared for them a city" (Heb. 
11 : 16). 

It is the "place" referred to by the Lord when He said:- "In my 
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also" (John 14 : 2, 3). 

This is the City the Lord is now preparing for the redeemed. 
After the marriage of the King He will bring His bride into her home 
in this city which will be the city of the King and His bride throughout 
eternity. But it is clear from many Scriptures that while the bride will 
have her home in this city there will also be "pl2ces" in the city 
prepared for the redeemed of Old Testament days and for all who 
have had their part in the first resurrection. 

In Revelation 21 the holy city, New Jerusalem is seen twice 
descending from heaven:-

First in verse 2 in relation to the new heaven and the new earth; 
then in verse 10 in relation to the millennial earth. This is in the 
reverse order to that which we might have expec:ed, but the subject of 
the chapter is "the eternal state". The eternai state of the just is 
accordingly introduced with the new heavers and the new earth and the 
redeemed are found in the New Jerusalem in relation thereto. 

But we find from the later part of the chapter that the city 
existed prior to this, - prior to the creation of the new heavens and 
earth. The New Jerusalem is occupied from the time of the marriage 
of the Lamb and the later part of Revelation 21 provides the earlier 
history of the city. It first descends from heaven when Christ comes to 
reign over the earth nnd is seen in relation to the millennial kingdom. 
The references in this section to the nations and to the kings of the 
the earth clearly shows that this is a millennial view though the first 
part of the chapter is obviously dealing with a period following the 
millennium. 

The subject however is not I he millennial earth, but the New 
Jerusalem in relation to the miilennial earth. The r:-iptured and 
resurrected saints all now in their glorified bodies, ''with Christ," are 
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in the New Jerusalem, and they go no more out. It is their eternal 
city and home. Accordingly when they are to reign with Christ in the 
millennium, the whole city descends "out of heaven from God" and 
it is seen of John suspended over the millennial earth (verses 10 - 27). 

Then after the millennium and the final rebellion on earth the New 
Jerusalem returns to God in heaven. It is taken up while the old 
heavens and the old earth are burned with fire. After the new heavens 
and the new earth have been created, again the New Jerusalem is 
seen "coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband" (Rev. 21 : 2). 

LIFE IN THE NEW JERUSALEM 

The following things are stated, and all apply equally to conditions 
in the �ity New Jerusalem whether in the eternal state or during the 
millennium:-

1. It is life "with Christ"
"They shall see His face" (Rev. 22 : 4 ).

2. It is a protected society
"There shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth"
(Rev. 21 : 27).

3. It is completely liberated from earthly and QlOrtal limitations
(a) No tears
(b) No death
( c) No sorrow
(d) No pain
(e) No curse
(f) No night
(g) No temple

4. It is the place of the throne
''The thron� of God and of the Lamb shall be m it" ( Rev.
22: 23 ).

5. It is a place of full employment
"His servants shall serve Him" (Rev. 22 : 3).

6. It is the place of complete satisfaction
"I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the
water of life freely" (Rev. 21 : 6).

7. Its life is Grace, Glory and Worship
Grace: "That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding

riches of His grace in His kindnc�s towards us through 
Christ Jesus" (Eph. 2 :  6). 

Glory: "Having the glory of God" (Rev. 21: 11). 
"The Glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof" ( Rev. 21 : 23). 

Worship: "The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the

temple of it" (Rev. 21 : 22). 
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CHAPTER 22 

1. And he shewed me a pure river of \Vater of life, clear
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of
the Lamb.

2. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of
the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month:
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations.

3. And there shall be no more curse: but the throne
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it: and his servants
shall serve him:

4. And they shall see his face; and his name shall be 
in their foreheads.

5. And there shall be no. night there; and they need no
candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth
them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

6. And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and
true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his
angel to shew unto his servants the things which must
shortly be done.

7. Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth
the sayings of the prophecy of this book.

8. And I John saw these things, and heard them. And
when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before
the feet of the angel which shewed me these things.
9. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am
thy f ellows,�rvant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and
of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship
God.

J 0. And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. 

11. He that is unjust, let him be unjust still : and be
which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is
righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy,
let him be holy still.

12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is 
with me, 1c give every man according as his work shall 
be. 

13. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end,
the first and the last.

14. Blessed are they that do his commandments, that
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city.
15. For 1without are dogs, and sorcerers, and 2whore
mongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever 

1 outside. 
• f omicators.
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NEW JERUSALEM IN THE ETERNAL STATE 

After the creation of the new heavens and new earth it is the 
eternal home and resting place of God who enters with His saints into 
the "rest" of God. As in Genesis 2 : 2 "God ended His work which 
He had made and He rested on the seventh day from all His work 
which He had made". 

The city is the eternal home of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
and of His saints. 

"But ye are come into Mount Sion, and into the City of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 
to the general assembly and Church of the firstborn, which are written 
in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect" (Heb. 12 : 22 - 23 ). 

NEW JERUSALEM IN THE MILLENNIUM 

The city is seen by John as above the earth, for he says:-
1. He saw "The Holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from

God".
2. "The Nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light

of it" (Rev. 21 : 24 ).
3. It is not like a physical city of earth, in that it has a dimension

of height, which equals its length and its breadth (Rev.
21 : 16).

The glorified saints of God remain in their eternal city of light 
above the earth, while the mortals still living on the earth are judged 
and ruled in the millennial kingdom. The Lord rules on earth from 
the New Jerusalem above, and the saints who are with Him share in 
this responsibility. 

The city so suspended above the earth, but in relation to it, is 
described in detail by John:-

1. Her light (having the glory of God) "was like unto a stone
most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal".
(Rev. 21 : 11).
"The Lamb is the light thereof" (Rev. 21 : 23).

2. A great wall and high (Rev. 21 : 12)
Made of jasper.
Foursquare.
12,000 furlongs each way. That is, 1500 miles.
"The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal"
(Rev. 21 : 16).

3. Twelve gates ( all pearls), named after the 12 tribes of Israel.
The gates are never shut.

4. Twelve foundations ( all precious stones), named after the
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loveth and maketh a lie. 

Ch. 22, v. 15 - 21; CHAPTER 22 

16. I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify umo you
these things in the churches. I am the root and the off
spring of David, and the bright and morning star.
17. And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life
freely.
18. For I testify unto every man that heareth the words
of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto
these thiI:gs, God shall add unto him the plagues that are
written in this book:
19. And if any man shall take away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his
part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and
from the things which are written in this book.
20. He which tt-stifieth these things saith, Surely I
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
21. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen.

twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
5. The building of the city and the streets all of gold, pure and

like transparent glass.
6. No temple building for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb

are the temple of it.
7. The occupants are they which are written in the Lamb's book

of life, and none else.

CHAPTER 22 
SUBJECTS 

I. The paradise of God.
2. Final prophetic directions.
3. The final gospel invitation.

THE PARADISE OF GOD 

The revealin£s of the future of the book of Revelation are 
completed in this �section, verses I to 5. The subject is the same as 
that of the last part of Chapter 21 - the holy city of God, the New 
Jerusalem. However there is properly a break in the text at the end 
of Chapter 21, for in the first 5 verses of Chapter 22 there is introduced 
a new phase of truth and a new view of the holy city is given. 

The city appears to be still viewed in relation to the millennial 
kingdom because the nations are referred to in verse 2. In this respect 
the setting is still the same as in the previous chapter but the overall 
picture of these five verses is rather the eternal position of the 
inhabitants of the city. 

The first verse introduces a new thought in that the throne of God 
and of the Lamb is seen. God's presence was noted in Chapter 21 but 
now the throne itself is revealed. The city is the seat of God's eternal 
rule, and in it is a throne shared by God the Father, and by the Lamb, 
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the crucified, risen and glorified Son of God. "The throne of God and 
of the Lamb shall be in it." 

However it is not so much the occupants of the throne that are 
the subjeci: of this revelation, as the place and life and glory of the 
redeemed as they are viewed in eternal relationship with God. 

This final revelation of Scripture is given to assure and encourage 
the people of Cod of all ages, und it contains important promises and 

- cie2r;; away any remaining doubt the mind might hold about the
�-ecurity of the believer in the great eternal hereafter. The picture
contains the following figures:

(a) The water of life

( b) The tree o,f life

( c) No more curse

( d) No night there

In addition we are told that the servants of God will there:

( a) Serve Him.

( b) See His face.
( c) Bear His Name on their foreheads.
( d) The Lcrd God will give them light.
( e) They shall reign for ever and ever.

The general picture given by all these figures and statements
is that of the paradise of God, restored to the redeemed. If the first 
Bible revelation of man in Genesis told of a paradise of God in which 
man walked with God, the final revelation tells of a still more wonderful 
paradise. The tree of life is mentioned in connection with both Paradises 
and the four rivers of Eden have their counterpart in the river of the 
New Jerusalem. 

These points of similarity however only emphasise the wonderful 
superiority of that which Christ, the Last Adam, has gained for man 
in comparison with what the first man Adam lost. 

Adam was shut out from the tree of life, but now the tree of life is 
available for all the redeemed who feed upon its twelve manner of 
fruits speaking uf the fullness and completeness of the supply of life, 
of its ever changing variety and its satisfaction. Christ is the Bread of 
Life and He is the Water of Life. The deep waters of spiritual life and 
satisfaction ure typified by the wacer that flowed from the Rock in the 
wilderhness, and that Reck that followed the children of Israel was 
Christ. But now in the paradise of God the waters flow as a river, pure, 
clear as crystal from the throne of God itself, and this is the "water of 
life" which eternally satisfies, c1nd refreshes, activates and empowers 
the people of God. The water of life and the tree of life thus depict 
the eternal satisfaction of the blessed. 
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Throughout eternity the redeemed shall draw on Christ for all 

that the heart could wish for, and it will be available endlessly according 
to the capacity to absorb and enjoy. 

Eden was the place of sin and of the curse. We might wonder 
that if Satan could rebel in heaven in a by-gone age and if man created 
in innocency in Eden could sin, could these things happen again? This 
is an erstwhile fear of human hearts. - Could we possibly sin again 
in heaven, as Satan did? 

The answer is given here clearly. No, have no fear for in the 
paradise of God there is "no more curse". The curse came to Eden 
and Adam's world, but Christ has removed the curse having Himself 
been made a curse for us, and God has seen to it that there will be 
no more si.1, and accordingly the promise is gi ;;en that "there shall be 
no more cur.,�". 

That there is no curse, confirms that in heaven the redeemed will 
not be able to sin. The life they then live in the body of glory and 
immortality will be the sinless life of Christ Himself. As Christ could 
not sin, so also are all those who are His, created in Him to be new 
creatures in Christ, and that holy life that �s His life in the redeemed, 
cannot sin. The redeemed will then be freed from the incubus of the 
flesh and of the old Adam nature. In resurrection life these things will 
be gone for ever. 

Night and sin have always been related. There is no night in heaven 
for the negative reason that there is no sin and for the positive reason 
that "God is light" and in Him is no darkness at all. It is impossible 
to have darkness in the light of His presence. We shall see Christ's 
face of radiant beauty. Christ not only satisfies the desires of our 
hearts but He provided illumination to the mind and intelligence. He 
is wisdom, sanctification and truth. He is love and He is light. He 
shall lighten every one that comes to dwell with Him, "for the Lord 
God giveth them light". 

We understand from this passage that life for the redeemed in 
Heaven will be a full life not only of enjoyment and enlightenment, 

but also of service, for "His servants shall serve Him". There will be 

satisfying service for all, and it will be service devoted and honouring 

to Him. We know from other passages that this service is to be kingly 

service, and priestly service. We shaJl serve as royal priests with the 

great Princely Priest, and we shall serve as kings with the King of kings. 

The statement in verse 5 that the redeemed "shall reign for ever" 

and the statement in verse 3 that they ''shall serve him" together set 

the dignity of the high office of the people of God. The whole universe 
of God's domain is the sphere of our Saviour's rule, and His people 
reign and rule with Him. 
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The redeemed do not rule as lesser or remote servants in the 
service of the King, but they serve as kings who share the presence 
chamber with Him. They "Shall see His face". They have ever the 
right of personal access to Him, and He gives His authority to them 
for --His Name shall be on their foreheads". 

FINAL PROPHETIC DIRECTIONS 

The special revelation given to John has now been completed 
and fully recorded by John and the text of this revelation concludes 
at verse 5. The book of Revelation is however the last book of the 
Bible which is the full revelation of God to man. It falls to John 
accordingly to bring the last messages of the Lord to man. 

First the ·authenticity of the revealed Word is vouched for. The 
statements of verses 6 to 16 apply primarily to the book of Revelation 
but in a wider way they sum up the whole of the Scriptures from 
Genesis 1 to Revelation 22. This section is given to seal these writings 
as the Word of God and as such to commend its importance, its 
veracity, its holiness and its value to men. The angel declares to these 
things in verse 6, and in verse 7 the Lord Himself does so. 

The angel's statement is "These sayings are faithful and true". 
That is, the matters recorded are certain of fulfilment and they will be 
fulfilled in truth or in actual fact, exactly as stated. 

The angel makes this statement as one conversant with the mind 
of God on th{' matter, and knowing the power and authority of God. 
He then proc:: · rls and says "And the Lord God of the holy prophets 
sent his angc:J to show unto his servants the things which must shortly 
come to pass". And so the angel's authority to make such an authorita
tive statement is also given. The reference to the holy prophets is 
clearly intended to relate the revealings in the book of Revelation 
with the revealings through the prophets of the Old Testament. The 
angel further states that the things revealed "must shortly be done". 
And so it j5 that the first revealings related in Chapters 2 and 3 
concern the history of the Church from that day to this, :-i�d all that 
follows is in prophetic order thereafter. 

The Lord Hin�:;clf then gives His own authentication of the 
book and He says "Ble�·sed is he that keepeth the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book". A promi')e of blessing to those who read, 
hear and keep the saying of the book is given in Chapter 1 and now 
this promise is confirme,1 to those who keep or who hold tenaciously 
and observe in life and practice the teaching of the prophecies. 

Finally John himself testifies and certifies that what has been 
recorded by him he truly sa·n and heard just as it is recorded. 
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The angel has this further direction to John "Seal not the 
sayings of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand". Daniel 
was directed to seal his prophecy because the time of fulfilment was 
distant in his day. The prophecies of John run right on from the 
time of the revealing. 

Further warnings are given concerning those who would add to or 
take away from the prophecies or from the Word of God. It is a very 
serious thing to attempt to alter or turn the truth of God and the 
penalties are awful ones. This is the perilous position of the "higher 
critic" or "modernist" who presumes to say that the Bible "contains" 
the Word of God but throws doubts on the value of this or that section 
in accordance with his own view of life and doctrine. These are blind 
leaders of the blind and the path along which they lead has the 
judgment of God at its end. 

THE FINAL GOSPEL INVITATION 

The final message of this prophecy and of the Word of God 1s 
twofold: 

First the message to His own given thrice: 

"Behold I come quickly" ( verse 7). 
"Behold I come quickly" (verse 12). 
"Surely I come quickly" ( verse 20). 

In verse 7 the Lord adds "Blessed is he that keepeth the sayings 
of this book''. It is those who cherish the sayings of the book and who 
love the Lord's appearing, to whom He so reveals Himself. They are 
to live in ·expectation of the Lord's soon return. 

Iri' verse 12 the Lord adds "And my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall be". The servant who keeps the 
Word is encouraged to go further and in faithful service and watchful
ness win a reward which the Lord will bring with Him at His coming. 

When stated the third time in verse 20 the expectant true servant 
of God who has kept the Word of the sayings of the book and who 
is truly united in heart and life with his Lord responds ''Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus". 

This is the great event the Church awaits and the message of 
the Saviour to all His loved ones is today more pointedly than ever 
"Behold I come quickly". We look with assurance and keen expectation 
for that coming which will mean the translation of the Church. 

But what for those who are not among "His own" at present? 
The second and final message is the old old story of His love. 

"Come". Only those who are His at His coming will join the triumph 
in the skies, but the message to others is "Come", join the ranks of 
Christ's own while there is still time. 

Verse 17 "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst, Come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life, freely". 
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This fourfold call is first the call of the Spirit of God through 
the Church ( the bride). God yearns that all should be included and 
the Church is God's vehicle for the extending of the invitation and the 
Church itself desires and yearns for the bringing in of others. The 
Spirit and the bride say Come. Secondly there is a call direct from God 
through the Word to each individual who hears this Word and who 
desires to be included. Is there an individual who desires to join with 
the people of God in the glad day when Jesus comes for His own? Then 
the message is '·And let him that heareth Come". Thirdly if there are 
those who feel a thirst or a hunger for these things and cannot get 
satisfaction in life or in heart and conscience then the message is· "And 
let him that is athirst Come". And again Fourthly, no matter who it 
may be, no matter what condition of life, what age, what state in society, 
what address - anyone - whosoever will - the message is "Let him 
take the water of life freely." 

How do we Come? 

Admission to "His own" is by the Door of the fold which is 
Christ Himself. "I am the Door". "Come unto me all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden and I will give you rest". 

It is just our sins that would keep us from heaven and from Him. 
But He bore our sins in His own body on the cross and He died for 
us to save us from our sins. More than this, He has victoriously won 
His way through death and hell to open for us the door to heaven, 
light and immortality. 

And He is near at hari.d even now. If we will simply come 
believingly to Him, recognising Him as our Saviour, He ,vill take us 
to Himself and make us His and number us with His own and write 
our names in the Lamb's book of life, so making us safe for all 
eternity. 

Thousands today refuse and spurn this invitation. They prefer 
to live in sin, in worldliness and in self-seeking. But to those who will 
turn to the Lover of their souls - to the Man who suffered in our 
place, and for our sins, the message is just "Come". 

So ta all those who have "Come", He says in return "Surely I 
come quickly" and the response of the loved one within the fold of 
God is warm and ready "Amen. Even i.o come Lord Jesus''. 

"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ he with you :.;1ll. Amen". 
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