
J S Bagshaw 
May 1890. John S Bagshaw (32) with his wife (25) and two infant children—Master JG 
(2½) and miss MC (1)—arrived from London into Melbourne on SS Oroya1.  With them 
was a Miss Sophia Weston (24). 

The ages recorded in the passenger manifest may be in error. Subsequent records clearly 
indicate a 15 year age difference between husband and wife—and 50 years between father 
and daughter. Or is there another explanation? 

* June 1910. J Bagshaw (retired officer, 71) with wife (56) and unmarried daughter (21) 
passed through Melbourne in transit from Adelaide to Sydney. 

* Sept 1912. Captain JS Bagshaw (73) and wife (58) sailed from Adelaide to Melbourne 
on SS Mooltan. 

 

Throughout the following decade Bagshaw was active in Australia and New Zealand.  In 
1894 he wrote from Melbourne: 

We moved here to Melbourne on Feb. 23rd, and I find a great amount of work – 
more than any one man is capable of doing – really a life-time of work in, and 
around Melbourne, and one can only hope to do a little bit.  

I soon found myself in harness, and the meetings are well attended. I suppose 
some 500 or more are breaking bread here, divided into four assemblies… 

I think there seems a very good ear for the word, the attendance is very good. I 
think they have stood in need of some regular ministry since our brother Stewart 

                                                           
1 Fiche 530 p.009 



Page 2 

left. I heard from him a few days ago. They are looking for another house in 
Auckland, to remain another year there. He had been north visiting some of the 
little gatherings in the out-of-the-way places, for which I feel very thankful. 
Little companies not able to get to the larger assemblies, but they are wonderfully 
sustained. 

We had a good time in Tasmania. Seven little companies now breaking bread in 
the Lord’s name… 

I am glad to say we are all pretty well. The climate of Melbourne is very different 
to New Zealand… 

Believe me, very affectionately in Christ, 

John S Bagshaw 

This important letter clarifies several significant historical matters. 

Bagshaw laboured for the Lord as a young man.  One of his letters written (when about 20 
years old) in 1878 to Carl Brockhaus appears in the German publication, 
“Mittheilungen…”.  He was then in South Africa. 

A list of meetings for 1882 gives the contact person for South Africa as, J S Bagshaw, 51 
Bree Street, Cape Town. 

 

Letters 

Auckland, August 5th, 1891 

I think the brethren in New Zealand are now pretty quiet with regard to the troubles of 
late. The people in England trouble them and try to upset them: but it is only the worldly 
and unestablished that they succeed in stirring up. Mr J L tried hard to disturb some poor 
saints on the west coast, a few weeks ago, but could not succeed. The absence of 
conscience with these movers of sedition is very grievous, they accuse one of holding 
wicked doctrines with regard to the Person of the Lord, and at the same time and in the 
same breath, call you “dear brother,” and attend your meetings. I think brethren are settled 
now in these colonies, and the sheep are beginning to feed again quietly. 

August 8th. 

You see I have to write piecemeal, and my time is well cut out from Sunday to Saturday. 
We left Nelson on April 27th, reaching here on the 29th, calling at New Plymouth on the 
way, and seeing our brother, Mr Farquhar, for a few minutes. He was in fair health, he 
said, for him, but that was not saying much. We reached this the following day, and so we 
shall soon hare been here four months. I have been much encouraged since I came. I have 
had usually eight meetings in the week, and the interest at each is very striking. I suppose 
about 200 in communion: so we have a very large number to hear the gospel on Sunday 
nights and on the Tuesday lecture. This is always a very interesting company. I am 
lecturing through the epistles, and God has used the word to set some believers free, and 
some four or five are now inquiring their way to the Lord’s table, and I hope are really 
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good ones. Our brother Jull is himself in Auckland now. Mrs J is not any better materially. 
He is much benefited by being in New Zealand. It is certainly a beautiful climate. This is 
the winter, and we have a great deal of rain, but lovely days between times, and we all 
enjoy the change very much after Christchurch, so very cold in the winter. Some 35 are 
breaking bread on right ground in Christchurch; both Mr Capper of Wellington, and 
G W Glenny have visited them, and in a letter from the former lately I learn that 
Mr Powley was going that way, also to Dunedin. 

In February last Mrs Bagshaw and I took a journey down the west coast of the South 
Island, and spent six weeks among the little meetings at Ross, Hokitika, Greymouth and 
Westport, the largest company being fourteen in number, very isolated and very much in 
need of ministry; those are the gold and coal districts, and many of the brethren are 
diggers. G W Glenny has been there some few months. I rather expect he may be this way 
before long. 

… 

I hear that G J Stewart is in Sydney, and having very large meetings. We had a brother, 
Mr Selby, from Sydney here some weeks ago. He spoke of the assembly there being very 
large and a lack of labourers. I promised to go; but we have promised Dunedin first, where 
we hope to find ourselves towards the end of this year, should all go well. I am also 
anxious to see the other meetings in the North Island. The Thames and Whangarei, I hope 
to see next month. Then there is Wanganui, and other small places, besides Napier and 
Gisbourne on the east coast of this island. I have been at Ashurst and Palmerston. But 
hope to go again. I do not know if there were gatherings there in your day in New 
Zealand. Ashurst is about 100 miles from Wellington. 

John S Bagshaw. 

August 15.  PS.  I hope to start next month for Wanganui, Patea, and Okihawa.  There is a 
little stir here in Auckland amongst the open gathering. I do not know if it will come to 
anything; one who came to me to ask the difference of the meetings told me several 
wanted to come. 

Mongonui, 20th October 1891 

I thought yon might like to have a line from these parts which you once visited. I preached 
in Mongonui last night, but there is not much care for anything of that kind. I came here 
from Whangarei last week, where we stayed. Some twenty are breaking bread in 
Whangarei. A brother named Windhurst, from the Clapton meeting, is of much help to 
them. He has taken some land close by. 

We had a good many meetings during the ten days I was with them, and had very good 
numbers, in fact, the last Lord’s Day the room was filled to overflowing. I am only sorry, 
as I always feel, that I could not stay longer; but what is one to do with the many meetings 
that are half-starved all around one? From Whangarei I was driven to Port Russell, or 
rather to Kawa Kawa by JC, forty miles of most awful roads possible to think of, and 
thence by steamer to here, which I reached on the 16th. About sixteen are in fellowship in 
these parts. This is six miles from Mongonui. Foster and his two brothers form a great part 
of the gathering, and another brother and his wife named Garton. The Fosters recollect 
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your preaching at Peria; but that school house is given up, and the meeting now is in F’s 
house at Ornaiti. 

On the 15th, F and his brother and I started for Fairbairn Road (some twenty-three miles 
through the mountain and bush, almost impassable roads, except by trained ponies, miles 
of mud and thick bush) where three saints live; and I preached in the school house to a 
very good number. Moonlight nights are always chosen for these preachings, otherwise it 
would be an impossibility to have any meeting, and the summer months must always be 
chosen also. Then from there I went on to Victoria Valley, and had a good company in 
another school house. It was a great cheer to those isolated ones to see us and have a little 
fellowship in the Spirit on the word. One of the sisters had not been to the breaking of 
bread since last April, another for very much longer. This is the extreme point at which 
brethren are found, and by the map you would see that we are not very far off the North 
Cape, the extreme north point of this island. We returned on the 17th, the journey taking us 
nearly all the day. Sunday, the 18th, poured with rain, still some sixteen came together for 
the breaking of bread, and a most happy time we had. In the afternoon, a reading, and then 
all got away just before the river rose, and they had not got away half-an-hour before it 
was ten feet deep; these rivers sometimes hem the farmers in for days in the winter. 

Port Russell, October 22nd, on board SS Clansman for Auckland. 

I left Mongonui yesterday morning, the three Fosters coming up from Ornaiti with me. 
We were sorry to part; we had had a most happy time together. They told us that Hatton 
Turnor was the only other brother who had been to Victoria; they have a very happy 
remembrance of his visit. At Mongonui they had a very good time with G W Glenny. 

We reached here last night, and are now coaling, and then start for Auckland, where we 
hope to be at 5am tomorrow. I then start for the Thames and Tauranga, hoping to spend 
the Lord’s Days of October 25th and November 1st with them. After that we all start for 
Ashurst; then visit Gisbourne and Napier, and hope to reach Dunedin by the end of the 
year, if possible, by the second week in December. 

GWG is now on the east coast of this island, preparatory to leaving for Australia. 

I think since my last letter to you, I have visited the three little gatherings on the west 
coast, below New Plymouth. I went from Auckland to Wanganui, where ten are in 
communion. After ten days at Wanganui, I travelled back by Irwin to Patea (twenty miles) 
where four are in fellowship. We had a good time over the word, and they had some of the 
farmers around to some gospel readings. Then I went to Okaiwa, having meetings every 
night; and then having a moon, had a preaching in the school house some few miles away. 
From there I went to New Plymouth, and had a few hours with our dear brother Farquhar, 
who is just hanging between life and death, and has been so a long time, suffering from 
heart disease. 

Thames, October 24th 

I reached Auckland at 5:30 yesterday morning, and left again at the same hour in the 
afternoon for the above place. 
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Monday, October 26th 

Here I was interrupted. I have to write as I can get time. About eight are in communion 
here. I do not know that you are acquainted with any of them. I rather think they have all 
taken their place at the Lord’s table since you were in these parts. 

We had a fair day, yesterday, the Lord’s Day, and a very good number to the afternoon 
lecture, and evening gospel, without any announcement in newspapers, the usual practice 
in these colonies. I have meetings each night in this place, and return to Auckland on the 
28th, and start for Tauranga on the 30th, to stay with Mr F Capper for a week or so. We 
hope to leave Auckland altogether on the 18th. prox.  I am anxious to see Napier and 
Gisbourne on the east coast before leaving this part. 

Auckland, October 29th 

Returned last night. I have heard, today, of the death of our brother Farquhar at New 
Plymouth, which took place last week. In every way blessed for him. 

Kati Kati, November 3rd 

I went down to Tauranga from Auckland on 30th ult., reaching there the following 
morning. Had a nice day, Sunday November 1st. Mr F Capper and his wife and three 
daughters drove twenty-three miles to the breaking of bread, spent the day with us, and 
left again at 9pm, to be in his school the next morning. Only three living in Tauranga are 
in fellowship. I was very glad to meet F Capper; he remembers you very well. I go to stay 
with him on the 5th or 6th, then back to Auckland to be at the all-day meeting on the 9th 
inst. Captain Tovey drove me here yesterday afternoon, some thirty miles across the 
mountains, so that these poor isolated ones never get to the breaking of bread, still, they 
are very bright and happy in the Lord. 

Now, good-bye, with kind love 

Invercargill, March 1st, 1892. 

You might like a line from this place, in which I find traces of yourself in some of those in 
communion here. 

… 

I came down here from Dunedin on the 22nd February, last week, to try and help on those 
who by grace have believed, during the three weeks of our brothers Edwards and Klein’s 
preaching; they left this town ten days ago, and have pitched their tent in Dunedin, and I 
hear this morning have a fair attendance. They were making straight for Auckland, but 
turned aside for a time to D. Some fifty professed to get blessing by the preaching here, 
and they were both anxious, and the other brethren too, that I should come down to feed 
the chicks a bit: and I have had some seven and eight meetings of various kinds, and the 
attendance has been very good. I should think all those who professed to have been blest 
in the tent have come, and many more with them, and on Sunday night the Foresters’ Hall, 
where the brethren here break bread, was crowded to excess, shewing, I imagine, that God 
has wrought; so that I am in hopes some will find the way out of the various systems to 
the Lord Himself. I hear that very large numbers attended the tent, the clergy too, and now 
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they give out from their pulpits that if any of their congregation got any blessing at the 
tent preaching, and had any difficulties, they would be at home all the week to see them 
and help them; but from all accounts, the number of the visitors would be small. I cannot 
tell what my movements may be now — this work has quite thrown out my plans.  Our 
house in Dunedin has to be given up on the 15th inst., and I had intended to have come 
here for a short time previous to starting for Oamaru, Timaru, and Christchurch, and 
eventually Wellington for some months, not having been there at all yet, and then the 
meetings on the east coast of North Island. 

I left my dear wife and children in Dunedin, and I think now we shall be here for a few 
months and try to help those who have been lately blest. 

… 

We left Auckland on November 19th, reaching Wellington on December 7th, having 
stopped, at Ashurst and Palmerston on the way, picking up GWG at the latter, and so 
trundled down to Wellington together.  He went to Sydney, NSW, and I heard from him 
this morning from Brisbane, where he had gone to see his brother. Since that, Charles and 
Frank Capper have both been in Auckland for some weeks. 

I heard from dear Jull some days ago, saying his dear wife was very near her departure, a 
week or so might number her days  —  very calm and peaceful. 

… 

Mr Powley is now in Blenheim. 

PS.  —  March 2nd. Heard last night from Auckland that Mrs Jull died on February 25th. 

… 

March 3rd 

Last night I had the second lecture in the school room on the presence of the Holy Spirit; 
had some forty or fifty people most interested. One of the nicest cases of those who 
professed to get blessing at the tent, and is most regular at all the meetings… called to see 
me yesterday morning, and had a long talk on the truth. She told me she had left the 
Church of England, and of all the opposition at home. I feel happy about her, and think we 
shall land her in the desired haven. It requires great patience in these days. The open 
brethren here are active enough. 

I am thankful to say we have been very free from sickness, and from this influenza; many 
in these colonies have suffered from it. 

I am just finishing this to catch one of the “Federal” boats tomorrow —  reach you about 
April 20, perhaps before. 

With my kind love, very affectionately yours, 

John S Bagshaw. 
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Invercargill, 5th February, 1892. 

We have pitched the tent in this Southland town. Old hunting ground of yours, and there 
seems to be a good ear for the word. We were crowded out on Lord’s Day, and nearly full 
week nights, and people are getting blessing. Praise the Lord! We are much encouraged in 
this. 

We have found some of your children in the gospel, and have heard of others. You 
evidently had a time of blessing here. The open meeting is strong and active in 
evangelistic work. It makes it difficult for us. Still, we must go on counting upon God. It 
is probable that dear Bagshaw will come down for the closing meetings in the tent, and 
then, if there is anything worth staying for, he may be free to remain for readings. 

I went to Dunedin to see C Winter. We are not sure of calling in there to labour. We shall 
see. The Lord guide! Wellington and Auckland are before us. We need the prayers of 
saints in England, and count upon them. 

You shall hear again from us. Klein has been a sufferer from influenza, but he is much 
better now. 

Through mercy, I am quite well. Warmest love from us both, 

Affectionately yours in Him, 

R D Edwards. 

 

Sydney, 15th July 1892 

… Dear Bagshaw got good readings, etc., at Invercargill, but only two or three took their 
places at the Lord’s table… 

R D Edwards. 

 

Invercargill 

I have been working away since with those who got blessing from the tent preaching. Two 
sisters have taken their place at the Lord’s table, and we have some thirty and forty 
coming to the lectures. I am having two a week now, and I think the interest deepens in 
several, and perhaps we shall land some yet. But it takes time and patience indeed. The 
difference between catching the fish, and landing the fish and putting them into vessels, is 
very great. No wonder the fishermen “sat down” to it, in Matthew 13. They are caught in a 
few minutes, but months are required to land them. 

… 

I shall probably be here through next month, and then back to Dunedin, and after a few 
weeks on to Christchurch and Wellington. There are several open doors about here, and I 
have been preaching in school-houses, and am doing so still. 

Your affectionate brother, 
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John S Bagshaw. 

 

Christchurch, NZ, 13th September 1892. 

… We have been much blessed by brothers passing through — Captain Bagshaw, who 
was with us five weeks, and others.  “He is good and his mercy endureth for ever.” 

Remember us, dear brother, in your prayers, and also the whole of these Colonies for 
blessing. Dear Klein and Edwards are in Adelaide — we look for them here shortly. 

Very affectionately yours in Him, 

J Howard. 

 

Wellington, NZ, October 24th, 1892 

… I think He has given much encouragement of late in the many places I have visited 
since my last letter to you. I have found a real ear for the word in all these towns and 
villages.  We stayed on at Invercargill till the end of May; then travelled back to Dunedin; 
and found our dear brethren W and C and others in the thick of the work left them by the 
tent labours of our brothers Edwards and Klein, and Mr W had engaged a halt in the North 
East Valley of the town, where he carried on the lectures and the gospel, and there ahs 
been considerable blessing. I think sixteen have been received into communion at the 
Lord’s table, the result of this work. Of course there is plenty to do in the way of food and 
nourishment for such, when so nanny come in all at once, and so HC writes to me; finding 
his hands pretty full. I only stayed three weeks with them, and passed on to Oamaru, some 
80 miles up the line, finding a little handful of saints breaking bread in the Lord’s name, 
with no ministry in the gospel, and very feeble. I was glad to be with them a few days, and 
then went on to Timaru, staying with our brother G. 

… The meeting at Timaru is very small, I think about a dozen. I was glad to help them a 
little, and found a nice ear amongst the few. From that I went on to Ashburton, 50 miles 
from Christchurch, and renewed my acquaintance with this little company of fourteen, 
whom I had known two years ago; stayed a fortnight with them, and then we travelled on 
to Christchurch, and found the remnant of the Worcester Street Hall meeting going on 
very happily together in a newly-built room in another part of the town; about forty saved 
out of the large company. Here I stayed six weeks, and had, I judge, a very profitable 
time. It was the worst part of the year regarding weather, torrents of rain night and day; 
still an interest was very manifest, and a little ministry of the word much appreciated. Our 
dear brothers H and WS take most of the work when no other brother is labouring there. 

I visited the little gatherings around Christchurch on either side, such as Springston, 
Brookside, Rangiora, and Cust, and was very thankful to the Lord to be able to help them 
a little; they all need ministry and a stirring up, as we all do; it was the best part of twelve 
month's since they had had a visit from any one. The dear W’s came up from Dunedin 
when I left, and stayed three weeks in Christchurch. He came for a holiday. The work 
after the tent preaching had rather fagged him, and he was glad of a rest. I spent a happy 
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time with them, near Rangiora. He had a very good hearing in Christchurch, having been 
so well known there. 

I reached this on the 23rd ult., and have been working on since. Of course the saints here 
are not so needy as in most other places, as both Mr P and C live here. So I have a few 
extra meetings in the week. About 70 are breaking bread here, or gathered to the Lord’s 
name, and there is a good ear I think for the word, and fair companies find their way to the 
hall, a nice new room lately built for the brethren. Mr P is just now away at Blenheim, but 
expected back again shortly. 

We have had very rough weather lately, some of the most violent gales experienced for 
many years. Still, with the exception of slight colds, we are all very well, I am happy to 
say. 

Your very affectionate brother. 

John S Bagshaw. 

 

Melbourne. 1894 

… We moved here to Melbourne on Feb. 23rd, and I find a great amount of work—more 
than any one man is capable of doing—really a life-time of work in, and around 
Melbourne, and one can only hope to do a little bit. 

I soon found myself in harness, and the meetings are well attended. I suppose some 500 or 
more are breaking bread here, divided into four assemblies…  

I think there seems a very good ear for the word, the attendance is very good. I think they 
have stood in need of some regular ministry since our brother Stewart left. I heard from 
him a few days ago. They are looking for another house in Auckland, to remain another 
year there. He had been north visiting some of the little gatherings in the out-of-the-way 
places, for which I feel very thankful. Little companies not able to get to the larger 
assemblies, but they are wonderfully sustained. 

We had a good time in Tasmania. Seven little companies now breaking bread in the 
Lord’s name… 

I am glad to say we are all pretty well. The climate of Melbourne is very different to New 
Zealand… 

Believe me, very affectionately in Christ, 

John S Bagshaw. 

 

Greenwich, September 14th 1898.  Dr van Someren 

My Dear Brother, — I have had your letter of July 28th, and take opportunity of being at 
the sea (Walton-on-the-Naze) for a few days to send you a few lines in answer to it.   
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…  Bagshaw2, I learn, is active in Sydney, and seems to be accepted …  

Believe me, Your affectionate brother,  F E Raven. 

 

Kalgoorlie, WA, September 27th, 1899 

… I trust GC’s visit to the Cape will greatly encourage the saints, though the war with the 
Transvaal will be very disturbing to the Dutch element in the gatherings; and they will 
keep clear of the English, I fear. The feeling was always there. Still, God can overrule all 
this; but I expect the gathering in Johannesburg has been scattered a long time ago. 

You see by our address that we have left New South Wales. We broke up our home in 
Sydney in June last, and left for Melbourne on the 29th. Had three good weeks there, 
during which I saw most of the gatherings, and had meetings with them. I think they are 
moving on; they came out to the lectures very well, and there seemed a very good ear for 
the word, and this is always very hopeful. … 

We left Melbourne by steamer on July 22nd, and spent a day at Adelaide and saw the 
brothers, having a meeting at Mr M’s house at Enfield, and then reached Freemantle, 
Perth, on the 30th. Had a good tossing as we came round the corner of the great bight. All 
the passengers but a few of us were upset. The waves swept the decks, but that was of no 
account to the sailors, and our brother, Mr D, who is now in Perth, the chief engineer of 
the railways, whom we had known in New Zealand, met us, and brought us up to Perth, 
12 miles, where Mrs B and I have been staying until we left for this two days ago. We 
hope to stop here until the 27th, when we return to Perth and finish our visit; and then get 
away for Adelaide about October 7th for two months, and then reach Melbourne again the 
beginning of December to be in time for our children’s holidays. They are both at school 
there, and we have good accounts from them. The gathering here consists of about ten, 
small and feeble, though pursuing like Gideon of old, and they hold the ground. No 
gospel, no lectures, but they keep together. 

Of course, nothing but gold flourishes here. Some of the mines turn out a ton of pure gold 
a month, paying a dividend of £750,000, so that truth has but little chance. Our brother 
Mr G, of the New South Wales bank, is of great help to the saints, but very hard worked in 
business. In Perth some 80 are in fellowship, and the meeting is fairly prosperous, I judge. 
I had a great many lectures and readings with them, and there was a quiet ear with them 
for the word. At Freemantle some dozen are breaking bread, but in much weakness. I had 
weekly readings with them; these are the only three gatherings in the vast colony. 
Comparatively speaking, it is a new colony these two places, Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie. 
These two gold centres are just plains of red earth and red dust, having a kind of weird 
look to a stranger  —  iron huts and cottages, and every description of tent possible to 
conceive, wooden streets of shops, and dust flying in all directions. Very hot. We had a 
thunderstorm last night, which cooled the air. 

I think as I look around, what will men not do for gold! 

 
2 John S Bagshaw.  Authored “Notes of Five Readings (in Sydney) on the Psalms”. 
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Yours affectionately in Christ, 

John S Bagshaw. 

PS — The water supply here is very defective, all dependent on the rain, and condensed 
water is very expensive. The Government is laying pipes from Perth Water — 380 miles. 
No gardens, not a blade of grass anywhere. Milk, one shilling a quart. 

Notices 

Geelong Advertiser, Mon 21 Jan 1901, Page 4 
Trinity Church, 
Latrobe Terrace. 
MONDAY EVENING, Prayer Meeting, 7:30. 
ON WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY EVENINGS, 
Simple Bible addresses will (DV) be given by 
Captain JS Bagshaw. All Welcome. 
“He that hath ears to hear let him hear.” 

 

Oral History 

Barney Longbottom told me that JSB died and was buried at sea while returning to 
England. 
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