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FOREWORD 

One of the big problems which face Christian 
workers today is the building up in the faith of those 
who have recently accepted Christ as Saviour. Through 
the wonderful operation of the Holy Spirit there are 
many such young converts in these days. For these the 
foundation has been (t well and truly laid," but the 
superstructure based on that foundation remains to be 
built, so that it may become a beautiful edifice to the 
glory of God and the blessing of men and women 
around. 

This book seeks to help in that all-important work, 
and to assist those who are young in the faith ( many 
of whom are also young in years) to grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. It makes 
clear to them that it is a pra�ical and intensely real 
thing to allow the Lord Jesus to control the life, and 
that He through the work of the Holy Spirit can always 
be counted on to be u A Very Present Help." May God 
richly bless this book to these ends. 

25th July, 1954. 

. W. G. S. DOBBIE .. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

CONVERSION 

C
ONVERSION is a spiritual crisis in one's life. It is a 
changed relationship toward God: a turning from 

self to Christ. In other words, it implies repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Acts 20, 21). The word repentance signifies a change 
·of mind, a timely illustration of which _is seen in
1 Thess. 1; 9. The believers in Thessalonica had
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God, and to wait for His Son from heaven. Saul of
Tarsus repented when he met Christ on the Damascus
Road, and was trans£ or med from being a Christless
religionist into a humble and faithful servant of God.
The prodigal son repented when he changed his mind;
decided to leave the swine troughs ; and to return home.

In certain instances conversion means a complete
revolution from a life of open shame to a life of holiness
and usefulness. With others it appears to be a gradual
process (particularly with those who have been brought
up in a Christian home), though there must be a period,
possibly known only to God, when the soul passes from
death to life. In any event, a personal faith in a personal
Saviour is essential.
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THE PATH OF LIFE 

What happens at Conversion ?
Many events transpire when a soul truly believes on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, some of which are experienced at 
the time, whilst others are not appreciated until later. 
Assuming that the reader has been made wise unto 
salvation by the acceptance of Christ as Saviour, we 
give a short list of things which happened at the time 
of your conversion : -

( 1) You received the forgiveness of alt your sins:
not because you1:11erited forgiveness, but because of God's 
faithfulness to Christ. Never forget that it was for 
Christ's sake God forgave you (Eph. 4, 32). Christ died 
for the whole of your sins before you had committed 
one of them. God uses a number of significant meta
phors to show the completeness of your pardon. He has 
cast all your sins into the depths of the sea, which implies 
that you cann9t see them (Micah 7, 19). (Incidentally, 
some parts of the sea have never yet been fathomed.) He 
has cast all your sins behind His back, which implies 
that He cannot see them (Isa. 38, 17). Your sins were 
obliterated for ever from His memory ( Heb. 10, 17). 
He has removed your transgressions from you ct as far 
as the east is from the west," a distance which no man 
can measure (Ps. 103, 12). Well might we exclaim: 
ct Who is a God like unto Thee that pardoneth in
iquity?" (Micah 7, 18). 

( 2) You were constituted a new creature in Christ
Jesus (2 C.Or. 5, 17). From that moment God viewed 
you in Christ. Old things had passed away: all things 
became new. It was not merely an improvement upon 
your previous life, nor ·was it a series of patchwork : but 
an entirely new standing, a new status, a new beginning. 
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The first creation was marred and spoiled by sin. The 
new creation can never be marred. The first creation will 
inevitably pass away, but the new creation will endure 
for ever. In this new creation " all things are of God " : 
there is nothing that pertains to the flesh, nothing that 
encourages the pride and importance of man. This 
means that you were justified before God. You passed 
out of a condition of condemnation into a condition of 
glorious emancipation in Christ. The whole of your 
previous life was in the mind of God an absolute blank 
-as though it had never been. You were clothed with
the best robe of heaven, which was the robe of God's
spotless righteousness. You were able to rejoice in the
fact that the debt you owed to God, which you were
utterly unable to pay, was discharged in full by Christ
when He died on the Cross of shame.

( 3) You were constituted a ·child of God by birth.
You took your place by _Divine authority as a member 
of God's family (John 1, 12-13). This wonderful rela
tionship can never be severed. Once you are born again, 
you cannot be unborn. This is as true in the spiritual 
realm as it is in the natural realm. 

( 4) You became an heir of God, and a joint�heir with
Christ (Rom. 8, 17). This two-fold privilege is beyond 
finite conception. Every true believer is an heir of the 
God of eternal riches. Every genuine Christian is a joint
heir with Christ, to whom God has transferred the whole 
of His possessions (John 3, 35). Surely this means that 
whatever the Lord Jesus shall enjoy in heaven through
out eternity, you shall enjoy with Him. Heirship carries 
with it an inheritance, and this is awaiting you in heaven 
-an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that
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:fadeth not away, altogether unlike any earthly inherit
ance. You and all your fellow-believers are therefore 
fabulously wealthy. 

( 5) You were indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God
(John 14, 16-17). The Holy Spirit took up His residence 
jn your heart the instant you trusted the Saviour, and He 
will be there for ever. It was He who first revealed to 
you your need of Christ, and then revealed Christ to you. 
The Holy Spirit also sealed you unto the day of redemp
tion (Eph. 4, 30). The sealing of the Sp�rit implies 
( a) a finished transaction-the seal is indissoluble ;
(b) Ownership-you not only were possessed· by the
Holy Spirit: you also became His possession, for Him
to have His way with you ; ( c) Separation from evil
an obligation was laid upon you henceforth to live not
unto yourself, but unto Him who died for you and rose
again.

( 6) You became the Father's love-gift to the Son, just
as the Son became the Father's love-gift tc;> you. The 
words Ct those whom Thou hast given Me," or their 
equivalent, occur repeatedly in John 17. Christ is 
precious to you, and you are precious to Christ. Christ 
is the saints' inheritance, and the saints are His inherit
ance. Christ is our fulness, and we are His fulness. Thus 
believers belong to Christ in every way-by creation, 
by conquest, by redemption, and as the Father's gift to 
the Son. 

( 7) You were constituted worthy to become an
inhabitant of heaven ( Col. 1, 12). You were fit 
for the Father's house, God's eternal dwelling 
place, where neither sin, nor darkness, nor death 
can gain admittance, but where joy, satisfaction, and 
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every other felicity will be experienced in their fulness. 

Because the sinless Saviour died, 
My sinful soul is counted free ; 

For God, the Just, is satisfied 
To look on Him and pardon me. 

5 



CHAPTER TWO 

ASSURANCE 

M
ANY Christians lack the assurance of salvation. 
They believe that Christ died £or them : they 

acknowledge Him as their personal Saviour; and yet 
they are uncertain as to their standing before God. 
Doubts and fears constantly float into their minds until 
they wonder whether they are saved or not. 

To enjoy the assurance of salvation we need to have 
a clear apprehension of the value of the death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We also need to distinguish between 
facts· and theories-between faith and feelings. 

It is quite clear that the Lord Jesus was manifested to 
take away our sins ( 1 John 3, 5 ). God had decreed that 
(( without the shedding of blood there is no remission " 
(Heb. 9, 22), and from that affirmation He has never 
deviated. Moreover, God demanded a perfect sacrifice 
whereby He could obtain complete satisfaction regard
ing His righteous attitude toward sin, and at the same 
time justify the sinner. Such a sacrifice was found in the 
Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, who proved His fitness 
to die for sinners by His sinless life. As we often sing : 

There was none other good enough 
To pay the price of sin: 
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He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven, and let us in. 

Because of this, God was able to say concerning you, 
u Deliver him from going down to the pit : for I have 
found a ransom" (Job 33, 24). 

The evidence that God was satisfied with the work of 
Hts Son is that He raised Him from the dead. This 
implies that the death of Christ is the ground of your 
acceptance before God, and the resurrection of Christ is 
the proof of that acceptance. 

God created the heavens and the earth in six days, 
and He rested the seventh day because His work was 
finished. But unfortunately, as a result of man's fall, 
that ·rest was disturbed. Before Jesus expired on the 
Cross He said, rr It is finished," and God now rests in 
the perfection of that sacrifice, and it is a rest which can 
never be disturbed. It therefore amounts to this : If God 
is satisfied with the work of Christ, you should be 
satisfied too. If He rests in the perfect sacrifice of His 
Son, you must rest there too. 

The work of Christ was a work of righteousness, and, 
availing yourself of that wonderful provision, you have 
peace, quietness and assurance. This is exactly what 
the Bible says: tt The work of righteousness shall be 
peace ; and the effect of righteousness, quietness and 
assurance for ever" (Isaiah 32, 17). The Apostle Paul 
expresses the truth thus : tt Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ " ( Rom. 5, 1 ). Your past has been dealt with 
satisfactorily; your present is amply provided for; and 
your eternal future is assured. C( There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus " 
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(Rom. 8, 1). Well might we exclaim, t( Hallelujah, 
What a Saviour ! " 

Do not make the mistake of depending upon your 
feelings. If you do you will feel saved one day and 
unsaved the next, which would be altogether unsatisfac
tory. Your salvation does not depend upon any par
ticular state of mind. It depends upon what Christ has 
done for you, and not whether you feel that t( all is well," 
or otherwise. 

Neither does your salvation depend upon the amount 
of faith you have. Faith as a grain of mustard seed is 
sufficient to ensure eternal life. It is not the quantity of 
faith that counts, but the object in which that faith is 
placed. If Christ, and He alone, is the object of your 
faith, then all is well. 

You may at times wonder if, after all, you will be 
able to hold on. If you trust to your own resources you 
will inevitably fail, but happily it is not so much a 
matter of your holding on to Him, as of His holding on 
to you. In the Bible we read of one who is tt weak in the 
faith" (Rom. 14, 1); but in the same chapter (verse 4) 
we are told that u God is able to make him stand." He 
cannot possibly stand in his own strength, but God 
comes to his aid, and grants him all the necessary spirit
ual equipment. If you look around you will be dis
tracted: if ybu look within you will be disappointed: 
but if you "look off unto Jesus" you will be happy. 
This surely is an encouragement to all of us whose faith 
ebbs and flows. 

It is always safe to exercise implicit confidence 
in the Scriptures. It is altogether unsafe to 
listen to the unsound theori�s of men, or to the 
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unsatisfactory imaginations of your own heart. 
Beware of the insinuations of Satan. He will do his 

utmost to instil into your mind all sorts of doubts and 
fears. He cannot rob you of salvation if your trust is in 
Christ, but he will endeavour to rob you of your joy 
and · peace. He will do his utmost to shake your con
fidence in the Word of God. He may at times whisper 
that all is not well with you-that you are not a 
Christian after all. He may attempt to bring you to the 
verge of desperation. The best way to reply to his dis
turbing suggestions is by quoting to him the words of 
Scripture. The Devil always finds himself in a dilemma 
when he is confronted with ·the Word of the living God. 
Our Lord met every temptation with the words, "It is 
written," and in this, as· in all else, He is our perfect 
pattern. 

There are many Scriptural stateme�ts which will no 
doubt come to your mind, such as, " Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners" ( 1 Tim. 1, 15) when he 
suggests that your sins are not forgiven. H The Word of 
the Lord endureth for ever" ( 1 Peter 1, 25) when he 
tempts you to disbelieve the Bible. '' I give unto My 
sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish " (John 
10, 28) when he whispers that you may be lost eternally. 

It is grand to know that He who died for us on the 
Cross, now lives for us on the Throne. 

When Satan tempts me to despair, 
And tells me of the wrong within ; 

Upward I look and see Him there 
Who made an end of all my sin. 
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You may say, " Suppose I fall into sin, what ought 
I to do?" CONFESS IT AT ONCE TO GOD, where
ever you may be. We are all liable to fail at times, but 
adequate provision has been made for such failure. We 
have a Great High Priest who is ever interceding for us 
in heaven, as the·Apostle John tells us," If any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus ,Christ the 
righteous" ( 1 John 2, 1). An advocate is one who 
pleads on behalf of his client. Let me put it this way. 
A Christian sins ; he confesses his sin ; Christ, who is 
in the presence of the Father, pleads the value of His 
precious blood, and forgiveness is granted. The Bible 
says, (t If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighte
ousness" ( 1 John 1, 9). Forgiveness does not depend 
only upon God's mercy and grace, but upon His faith
fulness and justice. In other words, when we confess 
our sins (assuming that the confession is genuine), God 
necessarily forgives us. He could not do otherwise. His 
very character is involved. 

This, however, does not give us authority to sin. No 
believer can sin cheaply. It is true that we cannot keep 
ourselves, but the Apostle Peter asserts that we (tare 
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation, 
ready to be revealed at the last time," i.e., when salva
tion will be en joyed in all its unutterable fulness at the 
coming of the Lord. 

He sits on high, our Great High Priest : 
He neither slumbers, sleeps, nor faints ; 

He guides the greatest, guards the least, 
His care is endless for His saints. 

10 
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Then cast your care upon the Lord ; 
For you He'll have the greatest care : 

And as He's promised in His Word, 
Where He is gone, He'll guide you there. 

It is comforting to know that however variable your 
attitude to God may be, His attitude toward you is 
changeless. You may at times find it. difficult to hold on 
to Him-but He never relaxes His hold upon you. Your 
love to Him may change--but His love to you is un
alterable. You may wander from Him-but He never 
wanders from you. You m�y forget Him-but He never 
forgets you. He is" the same yesterday, and today, and 
for' ever" (Heb. 13, 8). 

There are times when the rays of the sun are hidden 
from our view, not because the sun· has withdrawn itself, 
but because of clouds which intervene. The sun con
tinues to shine whether we see it or not. Similarly there 
are occasions when you may feel somewhat lonely, 
but-

God is still on the Throne, 
And He will remember His own. 

Before closing this. chapter, we will mention a few 
Divine realities which are the heritage of every true 
believer. 

( 1) "I KNOW that my Redeemer liveth" (Job 19,
25 ). Job was overjoyed in the assurance that he possessed 
a living Redeemer. Through grace we know what Job 
knew. We have been redeemed with the precious blood 
of Christ, and we know th�t our glorious Redeemer who 
died for us on the Cross of shame now lives in the power 
of an endless life. 

11 
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(2) "These things have I written unto you that
believe on the Name of the Son of God, that ye may 
KNOW that ye have eternal life" ( 1 John 5, 13). The 
Gospel of John was written that we might believe that 
Jesus is -the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
we might have life through His Name (John 20, 31). 
The first epistle of John was written that we might know

that we have eternal life in our possession. 
( 3) H I KNOW whom I have believed, and am per

suaded that He is able to keep that which I have com
mitted unto Him against that day" (2 Tim. 1, 12). The 
apostle regarded this knowledge as a bulwark in the 
midst of his trials, afflictions and discouragements, and 
the same pertains to every true child of God. 

( 4) H Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God " ( Col. 3, 3 ). The " life " indicated here is the life 
of God which we received when we trusted Christ. This 
life is so valuable in God's estimation that He has hid
den it in the safest possible place-with Christ in Him
self. It is there£ ore inaccessible, beyond the reach of the 
arch-enemy, and also beyond the reach of the believer. 
This is one of those magnificent passages which set forth 
the grandeur of our salvation. 

( 5) ct Being confident of this very thing, that He 
which hath begun a good work in you will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. 1, 6). God began 
that good work in you· at your conversion, and He will 
consummate it by your being perfected in heaven. An 
important thing to observe is that it is His work from 
first to last. 

( 6) "Preserved in Jesus Christ" (Jude 1). This four
worded gem of a sentence is true of all the redeemed. It 
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denotes how particularly we are cared for. Just as the 
good work mentioned above is God's operation, so the 
work of preservation is His. As we endeavour to grip 
these glorious Divine realities, and allow them to grip us, 
we shall surely be relieved from soul anxiety. 

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to his foes : 
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, 
I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

BIBLE STUDY 

N
o CHRISTIAN can advance in the knowledge of
God if he neglects the Bible. We are distinctly 

exhorted to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3, 18), and the 
Holy Scriptures are God's provision for this growth to 
be possible. We need have no fear concerning the future 
of the Bible. It has always more than held its own 
against all the attacks of critics, modernists, infidels, and 
false teachers. 

The Bible is a unique Book, and should be studied 
carefully, and prayerfully. One of its outstanding 
features is that, notwithstanding the fact that it has been 
expounded tens of thousands of times, by tens of thous
ands of God's servants, in tens of thousands of ways, it 
is as fresh, as delightful, � �s powerful, and as interesting 
today as ever. Just as there are heights of Christian ex
perience which we have never yet reached, and just as 
there are beauties and glories in the person of our Lord 
Jesus .Christ which we have never yet appreciated, so 
there are gems hidden in the Word of God which we 
have never yet discovered. 

The Holy Spirit is the Great Teacher, and, apart from 
14 
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His illumination, all the study in the world would fail 
to give us a correct understanding of the sacred Scrip
tures. At the same time, let us -remember that God has 
given us a brain, and He expects us to use that delicate 
machine for His glory. 

Although it is a great privilege to hear the Word of 
God expounded in a way which is edifying, it is an 
equally great privilege to study the Book ourselves. It 
has been well said that « God has hidden every precious 
thing in such a way that it is a reward to the diligent, a 
prize to the earnest, and a disappointment to the slothful 
soul. ... The nut is hidden in the shell; the pearl is 
buried beneath the ocean wave ; the gold is imprisoned 
in the rocky bosom of the mountain ; the gem is found 
only after you have crushed the rock that encloses it." 
Therefore, if we are to discover the priceless value of 
God's Word, we must resolve to devote time to definite 
and systematic study. 

We are distinct! y encouraged, by precept and ex-
ample, to search the Scriptures-

rr Search the Scriptures" (John 5, 39). 
"They searched the Scriptures daily " (Acts 17, 11). 
" The prophets ... enquired and searched diligently 'p 

( 1 Peter 1, 10). 
There are many Christians of all ages who have an 

intense desire to understand the Bible more clearly, but 
find themselves at a loss to know exactly how to start; 
and, appreciating this difficulty, we will proceed to sug
gest three methods of Bible study which the writer has 
proved to be exceedingly helpful in his own experience. 
( 1) The Telescojnc Method

This implies taking a wide �urvey of the teaching of
15 
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Scripture or its component parts. This will enable us to 
distinguish between false teachings ( many of which 
appear to have the support of isolated passages, but 
which cannot bear the support of the whole of Scrip
ture) and sound doctrine, which .is not only willing, but 
which demands to be tested by the entire Word of God. 
For this purpose the Telescopic method will be found to 
be invaluable. 

Example--Contrasting the Old Testament with the 
New Testament. 
O.T. Records numerous dates. 
N.T. Records very few dates. 
O.T. Records a great number of deaths. · 
N.T. Records very few deaths-practically only those 

who suffered violent deaths, or those who were 
subsequently raised. ( For the -reason for this, see 

0.T.
N.T.
O.T.
N.T.
O.T.

N.T. 
0.T.
N.T.
O.T.

2 Tim. 1, 10). 
God spake to the people by the p�ophets. 
God has spoken unto us by His Son. 
God spake from heaven. 
God came down from heaven. 
Contains many prophecies regarding the first 
coming of Christ. 
Those prophecies are literally fulfilled. 
God is occupied with an earthly people. 
God is occupied with a heavenly people. 
One sign of God's favour was temporal pros-

. 

penty. 
N.T. The greatest sign of God's favour is spirirual 

blessing. 
O.T. The Church is obscure--a Divine secret. 
N.T. The Church is revealed--a glorious reality. 
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O.T. God dwelt in a tabernacle and in a temple. 
N.T. God's dwelling place is His people. 

Further example--Law and Grace contrasted. 
Law Says "Do and live,." 
Grace Says " Live and do." 
Law . Brought bondage and death. 
Grace Brings liberty and life .. 
Law Demands. 
Grace Gives. 
Law Says" Pay me that thou owest." 
Grace Says ct The debt is paid." 
Law. Condemns everybody. 
Grace Offers salvation -to everybody. 
law Cuts the ground from under our feet, and shuts 

the door of heaven in our face. 
Grace Has flung wide open the door of heaven, and 

says, ct Whosoever will may come." 
Law At Sinai about 3,000 souls perished. 
Grace At :Pentecost about 3,000 souls lived. 
Low Was seen in all its terror at Sinai. 
Grace Was seen in all its beauty at the Cross. 
Law At Sinai we see God's frown. 
Grace As a result of the Cross we see God's smile. 
Law Thousands of sacrifices were offered which could 

never take away sins, nor make the comers 
therennto perfect. 

Grace One sacrifice was offered, by which all who 
believe are justified from all things, and per
fected for ever. 

Law Showed man his need, but failed to supply the 
remedy. 

17 
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Grace Shows the sinner his need, and also suppl
i

es the 
remedy. 

Endeavour to add to this incomplete list. The refer
ence� to the foregoing statements can be ascertained ·by 
careful reading, and the use of a concordance. 
(2) The Microscopic Method

This clearly implies a minute investigation of Scrip
ture. The tracing of a particular word through the Bible 
would come under this category, which is a most profit
able course of study. 

For this purpose you will naturally use your concord.:. 
ance. First, write out a number of verses in the order in 
which they occur in the Word of God : then arrange 
them in the order which best suits your purpose. 

Example-The word NOW is an adverb. 
( N.B. Where the precise words of the text are not 

given it is for the sake of space.) 
Rom. 16, 26 The Church mystery is NOW made 

manifest. 
2 Tim 1, 10 God's eternal purpose and grace are 

NOW made manifest. 
I John 3, 2 "Beloved, NOW are we the sons of 

God." 
I Peter 1, 8 ct In whom, though NOW ye see Him 

" not, etc. 
1 Cor. 13, 12 "NOW we see through a glass darkly, 

but then face to face. NOW I know in 
part, but then shall I know," etc. 

Eph. 3, 10 "That NOW unto the principalities and 
powers," etc. 

Heb. 9, 24 « NOW to appear in the presence of

God for us.,, 
18 



BIBLE STUDY 

Gal. 2, 20 " The life which I NOW live in the 
flesh," etc. 

By tracing a little word like this through the Scrip
ture a gold mit_ie of truth is revealed. 

Further example-The word SALVATION. 
Jonah 2, 9 tt.SALVATION is of the Lord." 
Titus 2, 11 tt The grace of God, that bringeth SAI.

V ATION to all men, hath appeared:' 
2 Tim. 3, 15 "The Holy Scriptures, which are able 

to make thee wise unto SALVATION." 
1 Peter 1, 9 " Receiving the end of your faith, even 

the SALVATION of your souls."* 
Exod. 14, 13 " Stand still, and see the SALVATION 

of God." 
Rom. 10, 10 u With the mouth confession is made 

unto SALVATION." 
1 Peter 1, 10 u Of which SALVATION the prophets 

have enquired and s·earched diligently." 
Psalm 51, 12 '' Restore unto me the joy of Thy SAL

VATION." 
1 Peter 1, 5 '' Kept by the power of God through 

faith unto SALVATION, ready to be 
revealed in the last time."* 

· Rev. 7, 10 cc SALVATION to our God ... and 
unto the Lamb."* 

*These thr� passages refer to the enjoyment of sal
vation in all'its fulness in a coming day. 

Tracing a particular phrase through the Bible would 
also be included in this category. 

Ex�pl�The phrase ALL THINGS. 
2 Cor. 5, 18 "ALL THINGS are of God." 
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Rom. 8, 32 

2 Peter 1, 3 

Rom. 8, 28 

Heb_. 1,_2 

Heb. 2, 17 

Heb. 4, 13 

Eph.1, 11 
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"ALL THINGS are yours." 
ct How shall He not with Him also freely 
give us ALL THINGS." 
c

t According as His divine power hath 
given unto us ALL THINGS." 
"We know that ALL THINGS work 
together for good." 
" Whom He hath appointed heir of 
ALL THINGS." 
" In ALL THINGS it behoved Him to 
be made like unto His brethren." 
·" ALL THINGS are naked arid open
unto the eyes of Him with whom we
have to do."
ct Who worketh ALL THINGS after
the counsel of His own will."

1 Peter 4, 11 ct That God in ALL THINGS may be
glorified."

1 Cor: 14, 40 "Let ALL THINGS be done decently 

Phil. 2, 14 

Phil. 4, 13 

and irt order." 
ct Do ALL THINGS without murmur
ings and disputings." 
" I can do ALL THINGS through 
Christ which strengtheneth me." 

Here again we have a well-nigh inexhaustible field 
of truth at our disposal. 

We now arrive at a phase of Bible study which re
quires great thought and care, namely, the critical exam
ination of a particular verse in which various shades of 
truth are presented. 

Example--2 Corinthians 3, 18. 
1. " But we all " Comprehension . 
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2. u With unveiled face" Illumination 
3. " Beholding as in a mitror " Reflection 
4. " The glory of the Lord " Revelation 
5. " Are transformed·" Xransformation 
6. " Into the same image " Identification 
7. " From glory to glory " Progression 
8. u Even as by the Lord the Spirit;, Application 

Further example--1 Corinthians 15, 58. 
1. "Therefore" A connecting link with the 

previous verses. 
2. "My beloved brethren" A title of endearment, not

withstanding their sad 

3. " Be ye stedf ast "
4. " Unmovable "
5. cc Always abounding in

work of the Lord "
6. " Forasmuch as ye

know"
7. ti That your labour is

not in vain in the Lord."

history. 
In faith (see Col. 2, 5). 
In hope (see Col. 1, 23). 
In loving service. 

Full assurance. 

A great encouragement. 

( 3) The Kaleidoscopic Meth'od
This method implies grouping a number of verses

together which deal with the same subject. It is a .method 
which is cultivated by experience. 

Example-
Psalm 119, 32 

1 Peter 5, 8 

ti I will run the way of Thy command
ments when Thou shalt enlarge mine 
heart." 
cc Your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour." 
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Deut. 28, 2 "All these things shall come upon thee 
and overtake thee, if thou. shalt hearken 
to My voice." 

Notice the sequence of the above passages. If we are 
running and the adversary is only walking, he will never 
overtake us ; though, on the otlier hand, however fast we 
may run, God's blessings will always overtake us when 
we are obedient to His Word. 

The following example reveals two of the most im
portant factors in Christian life and service, namely, 
human impotence and Divine omnipotence--
John 15, 5 (t Without Me ye can do nothing." 
Phil. 4, 13 "I can do all things through Christ 

which strengtheneth me.'' 
2 Cor. 12, 9 "My strength is made perfect in weak-

ness. ,,

2 Cor. 12, 10 "When I am weak, then am I strong." 
Heb. 11, 34 ct (Who) out o.f weakness were made 

strong." 
The next example traces the ascending stages of a 

pa.rtirular truth. 
Heb. 4, 14 ct We have a great high priest that is 

Heb. 7, 26 
Heb. 8, 1 

passed into the h�avens." 
cc Made higher than the heavens." 
cc Who is set on the right hand of the 
throne of the Majesty in the heavens.,, 

As you become increasingly acquainted with your 
Bible you will experience one of the greatest joys 
possible, namely, the Holy Spirit will bring to your mind 
a number of other passages exactly bearing upon, and 
dovetailing into, the particular subject you have had laid 
on your mind. 
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You will often find it a great advantage to get alone 
by yourself and read the Bible aloud. This will help you 
to read distinctly and to" give the sense," so that if ever 
you are called upon to read the Scriptures publicly you 
will enable your listeners to tt understand the reading " 
(see Neh. 8, 8). 

" STUDY to show thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid
ing the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2, 15). 

Beyond the sacred page 
I seek Thee, Lord. 

My spirit longs for Thee, 
Thou Living Word. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE PRAYER LIFE 

J
. UST AS no Christian can adva?ce _in the Divine life
apart from the Word of God,: 10. like manner no be

liever can progress without prayer. 'Both are essential. 
When I read my Bible God speaks to me : when I pray 
I speak to God. Virtually all· backsliding can be traced 
to the neglect of these two spirirual activities. 

Prayer is the combination of asking, seeking and 
knocking (Matt. 7, 7). c

c Asking" is. the first step in the
prayer-life. What is more natural than for a son to ask 
a favour of his father, and for the father to grant his 
son's request, if it be for the boy's good? Even so, when 
we know God as a loving, tender, sympathetic, under
standing Father, it is our privilege to approach Him in all 
circumstances of life, with the knowledge that He is 
both able and willing to grant our requests if they be 
for His glory and our blessing. There are certain people 
who affirm that prayer is unavailing, but these have 
never put the matter to a test, and are therefore un
authorised to pass judgment on so great and vital a 
subject. The outstanding evidence of the value of prayer 
is that it works.

cc Seeking " is a step in advance of asking. It is an 
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activity which implies diligent concentration. We· are to 
seek the Lord as those that seek hidden treasure. There 
are treasures in the heart of God, the vastpess and value 
of which we have never yet. appreciated. David is an 
outstanding authority on this theme. He says, "I sought 
the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all 
my fears " ( Psalm 34, 4), also '' In the day of my trouble 
I sought the Lord " ( Psalm 77, 2). When all appears 
dark and hopeless, the face of the Lord is toward us, and 
as surely as we seek Him earnestly, so surely shall we 
discover that He is ready to come to our aid, and satisfy 
our deepest desires. Dr. J. H. Jowett wrote, " The 
ability of God is beyond . our largest prayers ! I· have 
been thinking of some of the petitions that have entered 
into my supplications innumerable times. What have I 
asked for? I have asked for a cupful, and the ocean 
remains ! I have asked for a sunbeam, and the sun 
abides! My best fails immeasurably short of my Father's 
. . ,,g1v1ng. 

c, Knocking " signifies importunity. We should knock 
at the door of Divine favour until we receive an answer. 
When the Apostle Peter was miraculously delivered 
from prison he went at once to the house of Mary, the 
mother of John, where many were gathered together 
praying. A damsel, named Rhoda, answered the knock, 
and when she recognised Peter's voice, she was so over
joyed that she left Peter standing outside, whilst she ran 
in and told her friends the good news. The very people 
who had been praying thought she was mad, but she 
constantly affirmed that it was so. However, Peter con

tinued knocking until at last the door was opened ( Acts 
12, 12-17). Let this simple illustration be an encour-
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agement to us. This reminds us that it is not wrong to 
make the same request more than once. In the garden 
of Gethsemane our Lord prayed three times," saying the 
same words,,; also, when the Apostle Paul suffered 
from a thorn in the flesh, he besought the Lord thrice 
that it might depart from him. Furthermore, we should 
be continually reminding Goq of His gracious promises. 
Although He cannot fail to fulfil His word, He loves to 
hear His children remind Him of what He has said. 

Prayer is heart-exercise. Some believers seem to think 
that they will be heard for their much speaking, but 
God has never promised to answer long prayers. What 
is required is not a formula of words, but stern re�lity 
and earnestness. Most of the supplications in Scripture 
are short and decisive. The thief on the cross said, 
" Lord, remember me," and he received more than he 
·requested (Luke 23, 42). When Peter began to sink
beneath the boisterous waves, be cried," Lord, save me,"
and immediately the Divine hand was outstretched, and
Peter was rescued from a grave in the angry deep (Matt.
14, 30). The publican in the temple said, "God be
merciful ,to m� a sinner," and he was forgiven and
saved there and then (Luke' 18, 13). The woman men
tioned in Matthew 15 cried, " Lord help me,,, and im
mediately her daughter, who had been demon-possessed,
was healed. There may be occasions when we find it
difficult to express our need in words, but our Father
understands us perfectly, and as we wait upon Him in
sincerity, the answer will come, though we may. not be
able to utter a syllable.

The prophet Elijah was a man like unto ourselves, 
compassed by human limitations, but he prayed earnestly 
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(lit. "He prayed with prayer") that it might not rain, 
.and God answered him by withholding rain for three 
years. He prayed. again, this time that it might rain, and 
God answered him by sending the rain 'which was so 
sadly needed. The experience of Elijah is a practical 
illustration of the Divine maxim, « The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much"-' {James 5, 17-
18). Chrysostom expressed the efficacy of prayer in these 
weighty words : (t 'The potency of prayer has subdued 
the strength of fi.te. It has bridled the rage of lions, 
hushed anarchy to rest, extinguished wars, appeased the 
elements, burst the chains -of death, expanded the gates 
of heaven, assuaged disease, rescued cities· from destruc
tion, .stayed the sun in its course, and arrested the 
progress of the thunderbolt.'' 

We are exhorted to pray unceasingly. 
"Pray without ceasing" ( 1 Thess. 5, 17). 
" Praying always with all prayer and supplication in 

the Spirit" (Eph. 6, 18). 
This does not mean that we ate to be always on our 

knees, because God knows that this is not possible. We 
have our daily duties to fulfil. We may not be able even 
to follow the example of Daniel who" kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave· thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime," but we can and 
should live in the atmosphere of intercession, which is 
no doubt what the above exhortations mean. In the 
hour of emergency, in time of darkness and sorrow, in 
the circumrotation of business life, and in the vortex of 
adverse circumstances, it is wonderfully possible for us 
to raise our hearts to God and to receive the grace we 
need. This is beautifully exemplified in the life of 
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Nehemiah. He was the king's cupbearer, and as on one 
great occasion he stood before Artaxerxes, the king 
noticed that his countenance was sad. This sign of 
anxiety was deemed highly unbecoming in the royal 
presence. When Nehemiah unfolded the cause of his 
sadness, the king said, H· for what dost thou make re
quest?" The situation was exceedingly delicate. He 
desired leave of absence for a long period, and he knew 
not how to frame his petition. He lifted up his heart 
to God in silent supplication for needed wisdom-(( So 
I prayed to the God of heaven" (Neh. 2, 2-4). The 
goocj hand of God was upon His servant, and N ehe
miah' s request was abundantly answered. As with him, 
so let it be with us. In circumstances which may be 
beyond all human power to adjust, we can pray silently 
to .our Father who will reward us beyond our asking. 

God delights to answer our supplications. This is 
one reason why we are encouraged to pray. The prayer 
of Jabez in 1 Chron. 4, 10, is as beautiful as it is brief. 
We see in this four-fold petition the desire for ( 1) God's 
exceeding great blessing, ( 2) increased usefulness in His 
delightful service, ( 3) the constant manifestation of His 
hand of favour, and ( 4) deliverance from every form of 
evil. Then follows this grand declaration, « God granted 
him that which he requested." 

King Nebuchadnezzar dreamed a dream, and when 
he awoke he could not remember a single thing about 
it. When all the wise men of his kingdom acknowledged 
their inability to tell the substance of the dream, quite 
apart from its interpretation, Daniel was called for. The 
tensity of the situation can be realised when we remem
ber that the fiat had gone forth that all the wise men 
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should be slain, including Daniel and his three com
panions. Daniel did the wisest thing possible. He called 
together his three friends, and they united! y laid the 
matter before the Lord. This led to one of the most 
extraordinary answers to believing prayer recorded in 
Scripture : H Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in 
a night vision" (Dan. 2, 19). 

Soon after Solomon was appointed king over all 
Israel, God appeared unto him in the night, and said� 
((Ask what I shall give thee." Solomon asked for wisdom 
and knowledge that he might judge the people rightly. 
This request pleased the Lord, with the result that He 
gave Solomon not only wisdom and knowledge, but also 
riches, wealth and honour, such as no king had had 
before him, nor any that followed him had the like 
(2 Chron. 1, 7-12). 

There is one way whereby we can be assured that our 
requests will be answered, namely, that we ask accord
ing to God's will ( 1 John 5, 14-15). The way to know 
His will is to abide in Christ, and to allow His words 
to abide in us (John 15, 7). This involves the privilege 
of delighting ourselves in Him, and allowing Him to 
have the pre-eminence in all things. Our joy in making 
our requests known unto God should harmonise with 
His joy in answering our supplications. 

Let us never forget that prayer should be linked with 
thanksgiving. God loves to hear the expression of a 
grateful heart. If all the occasions could be tabulated 
when we have omitted to return thanks for answered 
prayer, w� should be both astonished �nd ashamed. It 
behoves us to be over anxious about nothing, prayerful 
in everything, and thankful for anything ( Phil. 4, 6). 
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There is an eye that never ·sleeps ; 
There is an ear that never shuts ; 
There is an arm that never tires ; 
There is a love that never fails. 

�ut there's a power which faith can wield . 
When mortal aid is vain 

That eye, that arm, that love to reach, 
That listening ear to gain. 

That power is ,prayer, which soars on high, 
Through Jesus to the throne, 

And moves the hand which moves the world, 
To bring deliverance down. 

30 



CHAPTER FIVE 

OBEDIENCE 

T
HE PATH of obedience has ever been, and ever will 
be, the path of blessing. When Abraham was called 

to go out into a place which he should after receive for 
an inheritance (the land of Canaan), he obeyed-Hand 
he went out, not knowing whither he went." When he 
was told to take his only son Isaac, and to give him up 
to God for a burnt offering, he obeyed. In neither in
stance do we read that he consulted anyone, nor that 
he challenged God's wisdom in .testing him so greatly. 
He just obeyed. Because of this God blessed him with 
compound blessing multiplied by compound multiplica
tion (see Heb. 11, 8 and 17). 

The secret of the Apostle Paul's outstanding success 
in his life and service was his implicit obedience to the 
will of his Lord. He was commissioned to declare the 
unsearchable riches of Christ to both Jew and Gentile, 
and his words to King Agrippa were, H Whereupon, 0 
King Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision" (Acts 26, 19). 

When, in His eternal wisdom, God formed the nation 
of Israel, He had before His mind a definite plan in thus 
choosing His earthly people, and that plan was one of 
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continuous blessing. This is set forth in the ear lier part 
of Deuteronomy 28, where a magnificent catalogue of 
blessings is recorded which were promised to that nation. 
subject to the necessary condition that they hearkened to 
the voice of the Lord their God, and obeyed His com
mandments. More than this, it was stated that these 
blessings would not only come upon them, but would 
overtake them, if only they complied with the simple 
rondition of OBEDIENCE. 

A brief summary of those promised blessings would 
not be out of place at tliis juncture, particularly if we are 
thereby enabled the better to appreciate God's magnifi
cent plan, and His desire for the welfare of His people. 
They would be blessed in the city, and in the field ; in 
their offspring, and in the increase of their cattle ; in 
their incomings, and in their outgoings ; in their store
houses, and in everything to which they might set their 
hand. Their enemies would be smitten before their 
face; they would be established a holy and a separated 
people unto the Lord ; and all the people of · the earth 
would see that they were called by that holy name of 
Jehovah, and would be afraid of them. The Lord would 
prosper them in every way possible ; would open unto 
them His good and rich treasure; would bless all the 
work of their hand ; and would constitute them the head 
of all the nations, and not the tail. They would always 
be above, and never beneath. This was the Divine plan 
for the nation of Israel in which we see the sincere, 
intense, and unfailing interest which God had in those 
people whom He had delivered so wonderfully from the 
grasp of Pharaoh and the Egyptian taskmasters. 

But Israel, as a nation, failed completely, and the sad 
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record of their failure is recorded in one short plaintive 
statement: " But My people would not heatken to My 
voice; and Israel would none of Me" (Psa. 81, 11). 

This means that God's plan was spoiled, with the 
inevitable result that His people forfeited all those 
bless�ngs which they would have en joyed had they but 
fulfilled the essential condition of obedience to the Lord 
their God. 

When the Apostle Peter and his fellow-labourers 
were commanded by the religious authorities to teach 
no more in the name of Jesus, they replied, tt We ought 
to obey God rather than men" (Acts 5, 29). Whatever 
the cost was, these courageous servants of the Lord stead
fastly resolved to place God first, which is always the 
safest plan. 

It is tragically possible to be impeded in Christian 
life and. service. The writer of the Galatian epistle had 
to say, tc Ye did run well : what did hinder you that ye 
should not obey the truth?" ( GaL 5, 7). The believers 
in Galatia had not always been in the sad condition in 
which the apostle found them when he wrote his letter. 
-They had begun the new life well. They could not have
begun it better. During this comparatively short period
of good running, they were rejoicing in two great funda
mental truths, namely, the work of Christ on the Cross
as · their, .alone ground of acceptance before God, and
the reception of the Holy Spirit by faith. They were
exulting in those heavenly and eternal blessings which
were their spiritual birthright. They were standing fast
in the liberty wherewith Christ had liberated them :
they were walking in the Spirit, living in the Spirit, and
manifesting His beautiful graces. The flesh was in its
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right place, the place of subservience, and the spiritual 
life was dominant. 

But a sad calamity had overtaken these believers, and 
the apostle refers to this catastrophe in these trenchant 
words, u O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, 
that ye should not obey the truth?" (Gal. 3, 1). Some
thing very serious had taken place. They had failed to 
continue as they had begun. They had gone back to 
the law with its awful bondage. They were endeavour
ing to perfect themselves by human achievement. As 
the apostle says, they had fallen from grace. This does 
not imply that they were lost, since that was impossible 
if they belonged to Christ. It means that they had back
slidden from grace to law, from faith t;o works. No 
longer were they living a Spirit-controlled life ; no 
longer was the flesh subservient ; no longer was the 
spiritual life dominant. On the contrary, they were 
devouring one another--each one was doing his utmost 
to consume the spiritual vitality of his fellow-believer. 
Is it possible to visualise a more pitiable condition? 
The entire cause of their retrogression was their refusal 
to obey the truth. 

The Lord Jesus Christ gave numerous command
ments to His disciples which are equally binding upon 
us. This reminds us of the words of His mother when 
she said to the servants at the marriage feast in Cana of 
Galilee, cc Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it" (John 
2, 5). This entails implicit obedience. The Christian's 
correct attitude is this-whatever it may mean : what
ever it may cost me, I w#t obey my Lord. 
Baptism 

One of our Lord's commands related to the essential 
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truth of Baptism. We dare not shut our eyes to the fact 
that it was His desire that every believer in Him should 
be baptised. Whereas no unsaved _person should be 
baptised, it is perfectly clear that every believer should 
be baptised, unless prevented by physical or other in
firmities. 

When we study the history of the early Christians we 
discover that, following conversion, one of the first 
things they considered was the ordinance of baptism. 
Let us examine this by a brief reference to the Acts of 
the Apostles. 

On the day of Pentecost about three thousand souls 
were saved, of whom it is recorded, "And they that gladly 
received His word were baptised" (Acts 2, 41). 

When Philip the evangelist preached Christ to the 
people of Samaria, a glorious r�vival �nsued. The people 
with one accord gave heed to those things which Philip 
spake, and (( they were baptised both men and women " 
(Acts 8, 12). 

In the same chapter we read the interesting story of 
the Ethiopian eunuch. This dear man heard the message 
of salvation from Philip ; believed the message ; was 
saved ; and, in the presence of his attendants, was 
baptised (Acts 8, 38). 

When Saul of Tarsus· met Christ on the Damascus 
road his life was completely changed, and within a 
short time of his remarkable conversion he obeyed his 
Lord's desire by bei-ng baptised (Acts 9, 18). 

At Cresarea, Peter had the privilege of presenting 
Christ to Cornelius and his kinsmen, with the result that 
his hearers believed the Gospel, and rejoiced in their 
newly-found Saviour. Peter rr commanded them to be 
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baptised in the name of the Lord" (Acts 10, 48). 
When Paul and his co-workers spake unto the women 

who were assembled by the river-side outside the city 
of Philippi, Lydia was converted, and showed the reality 
of her salvation by being baptised, and also by extend
ing hospitality to God's servants (Acts 16, 15). 

In the same chapter is recorded the thrilling history 
of the Philippian jailor' s conversion, and also that of his 
household. It was not long after this when he and they 
passed through the waters of baptism (Acts 16, 33). 

In the city of Corinth the Gospel was faithfully de
clared by Paul, and we are told that (( many of the 
Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptised." Here 
we see the Divine order : they heard the Word, they be
lieved the message, and they obeyed the truth by being 
baptised (Acts 18, 8). 

At Ephesus there were certain disciples who had been 
baptised unto John's baptism. They were informed that 
that was a baptism unto repentance, and those who were 
truly repentant believed on Him who should come after, 
that was, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they 
were baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 19, 5). 

Baptism not only implies obedience to the known 
will of God. 'It is a public confession of faith. It also 
signifies identification with Christ in death and resur
rection (see Romans 6, 1-4). 
The Lord's Supper 

A further command our Lord gave was that we 
should remember Him periodically in what is known as 
the Lord's Supper. This sacred feast was inaugurated 
by the Lord Jesus Christ the night in which He was 
betrayed-the very night before He died. He knew that 
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our constant remembrance of Him would be interrupted 
by business, household and other duties in everyday life. 
He therefore made it possible for us to remember Him 
specifically in the way He appointed by partaking of the 
two emblems, the bread and the wine. 

The bread signifies His precious body, which was 
especially prepared for Him by God the Father (Heb. 
10, 5 ). In that sinless body He lived on this earth, and 
iri that body He bore our sins on the tree ( l Peter 2, 24). 
As we thus contemplate His terrible sufferings for us 
on the Cross of shame, our thanksgiving· and worship 
rise to Him in adoration and praise. The bread likewise 
conveys the truth that all genuine believers in Christ are 
members of one great family-all one in Christ Jesus 
( 1 Cor. 10, 16-17). 

The wine speaks of His precious blood. This was the 
cost paid for our eternal redemption, reminding us of 
His words, " The cup which My F.ather hath given Me, 
shall I not drink it?" (John 18, 11). He drained that 
cup of Divine displeasure so completely that on the 
Cross He said, "I thirst." Surely we shall never be able 
to thank Him sufficiently for His mighty love toward 
us, the high-water mark of which was seen at Calvary, 
when He sank in deep mire where there was no standing 
-a continuous process of sinking beneath the waves and
billows of God's wrath-that we might have our feet
planted on the eternal and impregnable Rock of Ages.
The wine also reminds us that He was actually made a
rurse for us, that we might be redeemed from the curse
of the law ; also that He was made sin for us, that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him. Never,
no never was such love as this. (See 1 Cor. 11, 23�26.)
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May reader and writer know the unspeakable blessed
ness of implicit obedience. 

But we never can prove 
The delights of His love, 

Until all on the altar we lay ; 
For the favour He shows, 
And the joy He bestows, 

Are for them who will trust and obey.
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CHAPTER SIX 

SERVICE. 

M
ANY Chris'tians appear to be living wasted lives. 
The gifts with which God has entrusted them are 

lying dormant. They are content to see others busy in 
God's service, whilst they themselves unconcernedly 
allow the days to pass without the slightest desire to take 
a.ny part in the extension of Christ's kingdom. This is 
nothing short of a tragedy, especially when we remem
ber that service is one of the greatest privileges we have 
this side of heaven. Let us therefore view this subject 
from certain important angles: -
Every believer has at least one gift. 

u The Lord gave to every man" ( 1 Cor. 3, 5). 
u As every man hath received the gift, even so min

ister the same one to another" ( 1 Peter 4, 10). 
This involves a tremendous responsibility upon all 

who name the Name of Christ. No Christian can say 
truly, (( I have no gift: I cannot do anything for Christ: 
I feel that lam utterly useless." We can all do some
thing, however slight it may seem in the eyes of men. 
God is calling: souls are perishing: the need is desper
ate. If we could see b'eneath the surface we would dis
cover that there are many people who have a longing 
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for something higher, nobler, more satisfying, and more 
abiding than what they possess, and we know that they 
need CHRIST, the one and only source of eternal satis
faction. What are we doing to attract these folk to the 
Saviour? There are numerous ways and means open to 
us. There is Sunday School work, which is one of the 
most important spheres in Divine service, because thereby 
is often laid the foundation of a child's future. There is 
also the important work of distributing Gospel litera
tp,re. We shall never know the number of believers who 
can trace their conversion to the receiving and reading 
of a tract until we reach heaven. The adherents to spuri
ous religions {requently put us to shame in their inde
fatigable efforts to disseminate their false teachings at 
every opportunity.* We can also serve the Lord in 
personal conversation, though this should be done in 
such a way as not to give unnecessary offence. A further 
method of serving the Master is in connection with open
air effort, by.taking our stand with our fellow-believers, 
and by assisting in any way we can. Visiting hospitals, 
prisons and other institutions often afford an oppor
tunity to present the Gospel to the inmates. Sisters 
in �hrist have a wide and useful field in emulating 
the example of Dorcas who « was full of good 
works and alms-deeds which she did" (Acts 9, 36). 
The work of sewing and knitting garments for native 
children in various parts of the wor Id, as well 
as for the missionaries and their families, may not 
only bring joy to .the workers, but also pleasure 
to the heart of their Lord. There are other avenues 

*Reliable Gospel tracts can be purchased from the Victory Tract
Club, 306 High Street, Croydon, Surrey. 
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of service which may be exploited according to our 
ability. 

But someone will say, H How can I know what my gift 
is?" This is a question which one cannot answer for 
another. The best way to discover our gift is to consult 
God. The first question asked by Saul of Tarsus when 
he met Christ was, H Lord, what wilt Thol.f' have me to 
do?" (Acts 9, 6). This is the correct attitude. As surely 
as we get �lone with the Lord, and ask Him what our 
gift is (assuming that our desire is genuine), so surely 
will He reveal to us in some way His plan for our future 
usefulness. He will then grant us the necessary grace to 
perform our task faithfully, and, as we continue to wait 
upon Him, He will open the door of opportunity for 
the exercise of that gift which He has entrusted to us. 

For successful service we must cultivate the grace of 
humility. Humility is one of the rarest of Christian 
graces. One of the easiest things imaginable is to think 
more highly of ourselves than we ought to think. and 
this we are strictly forbidden to do (Rom. 12, 3). All 
God's servants who have been mightily used throughout 
history have been characterised by humility. 

MOSES is an outstanding character in the Old Testa
ment. He was one of the greatest leaders of men the 
wQrld has ever known. He was God's chosen instrument 
in the deliverance of Israel from Egypt. He was the 
great law�giver. He conducted the children of Israel to 
the borders of the promised· land. He knew God in
timately. His biography is recorded in these words, 
u And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto 
Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face" ( Deut. 34, 10). 
This great servant of God was ,graced with humility, and 
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this was one reason why he was so •extensively used and 
honoured by the Lord: tt Now the inan Moses was very 
meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the 
earth "(Num. 12, 3). 

GIDEON was chosen by God to rescue His people 
from the hordes of the Midianites who had besieged 
the Children of I�rael unremittingly for seven years. 
It was a great day in his history when the Lord looked 
upon him and said, H Go in this thy mighr, and thou 
shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites." 
Gideon was scarcely prepared for this, and protested 
that he came from a poor family in Manasseh, and that 
he was the least in his fathet'-s house ; thus confessing 
his utter unworthiness .and inability to accomplish the 
Divine commission (Judges 6, 15). God used this man, 
who considered himself a nonentity, in such a way that 
with three hundred volunteers he scattered the enemy so 
completely that, although they were like grasshoppers 
on the earth for multitude, u all the host ran and · cried 
and fled." Gideon was pliable io. the Lord's hands be
cause he realised two things, namely, his own inadequacy 
and God's all-sufficiency. 

JEREMIAH was ordained before his birth to be a 
prophet unto the nations. The magnitude of his task was 
enough to appal the bravest of men. He had the un
pleasant task of expostulating not only with the wicked 
heathen kings, but also with the ungodly kings of Judah, 
the princes, the priests, and the people. He fulfilled his 
mission unflinchingly, and Jeremiah became one of the 
greatest of the Old Testament prophets. An outstanding 
secret of his success was his profound humilitf'. He ex
claimed at the outset of his appointment, H Ah, Lord 
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God ; behold, I cannot speak : for 1 am a child " ( J er. 
1, 6). Realising his own weakness, Jeremiah was com
pelled to rely upon God's almighty power, and the 
promise of His constant presence. 

The Apostle PAUL was a model servant of Christ. 
By his preaching, his teaching, his writings, and his 
saintly life, he exercised an influence for good which has 
come down to our present day. One of his outstanding 
characteristics was the grace of humility. He thought 
everything of Christ, and nothing of himself. He said 
that he was the least of the apostles, and was not worthy 
to be called an apostle ( 1 Cor. 15, 9). When.he recorded 
the grace that constituted him a minister of the G·ospel, 
his words were, (( Unto me who am less than the least of 
all saints is this grace given, that I .might preach among 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ" (Eph. '3, 
7-8). Thus the greatest and the grandest of all commis
sions was granted by God to a man who was willing to
take the lowest place among his fellow Christians. Little
wonder Paul was so mightily used! He was a magnifi
cent illustration of our Lord's words, "Whosoever will
be great among you, shall be your minister : and whoso
ever· of you will be the chiefest, shall be the servant of
all" (Mark 10, 43-44).

Let our motto for life and service be J oho the Bap
tist' s grand words, " He must increase, but I must 
decrease " (John 3, 30). Let my Lord become increas
ingly great: let me become increasingly less. Let Him 
fill all heaven with His glory : let ,me be content to fill 
a little space on earth, if thereby God be glorified. Let

Him be ev-erything: let me be nothing. 

D 

It is an inspiration to read the records of men and 
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women who lived in the Old Testament era, and to 
observe what splendid faith they exercised in God, and 
what they were able to accomplish. These records are 
found in Hebrews, chapter 11, and in verse 34 we read 
this significant sentence, tt Out of weakness were made 
strong." The realisation of their utter weakness was 
their finest qualification for Divine service. When God 
said to Paul, tt My strength is made perfect in weakness," 
Paul willingly acquiesced in the words, tt When I am 
weak, then am I strong" (2 Cor. 12, 9-10). When we 
come to an end of ourselves, we give God the oppor
tunity to have His way with us. 

For effective service we need to be filled 1.vith the Holy 
Spirit. It is one thing to be blessed : it is another thing 
to be made a blessing. The Lord Jesus said that who
ever believed in Him, out of his inward parts would 
flow rivers of living water (John 7, 38). This amazing 
statement shows the possibilities of a life which is 
utterly abandoned to Him. The Saviour did not use the 
word tt river" in the singular, but tt rivers" in the 
plural. It might assist us to appreciate the tremendous
ness of this passage by calling to mind some of the great 
rivers in the world, and the enormous volume of water 
they empty into the ocean; such as the Missouri, the 
Mississippi, the Amazon, the Orinoco, the Congo, the 
Zambesi, the Nile, the Ganges, and others that may 
come to one's mind. Now imagine all these mighty 
rivers rolled into one: then endeavour to visualise the 
vast volume of water that would be drained into the sea, 
and then bring that to bear upon these words, tt Out 
of him shall flow RIVERS of living water." What an 
envisagement of a life overflowing with blessing and 
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usefulness ! ( (( But this spake He of the Spirit, which 
they that believe on Him should receive.") In these 
words our Lord was anticipating Pentecost-that out
standing day in history when the Holy Spirit descended, 
and filled and thrilled. each of the disciples who were 
met together with one accord in one place. Now that 
the Holy Spirit has come, there is no reason why there 
should not flow from each one of us these rivers of living 
water, that the spiritual thirst of those around us may 
not only be assuaged, but �atisfied. 

The reason why so many of God's servants lack Divine 
power is because they fail to depend entirely upon the 
Holy Spirit of God. For the accomplishment of His 
purposes God does not depend upon human might, nor 
upon human power, but upon His Holy Spirit ( Zech. 4, 6). 

When God raised Christ from the dead He put forth 
the whole of the might of J{is strength. The resurrec
tion of God's Son was the greatest exhibition of Divine 
power the world has ever known, and that almighty 
power is (( to us-ward who believe "-placed at our dis
posal by the indwelling Holy Spirit to enable us to live 
as we should live as Christians, and to serve the Lord as 
we should serve Him (see Eph. 1, 19-23). 

Our service should be rendered in the spirit of glad
ness (Psalm 100, 2). A gloomy Christian is never a 
good advertisement for Christ. The Bible, which is a 
book of gladness, informs us that the joy of the Lord 
is our strength (Neh. 8, 10). Believers who think it 
is wrong to smile are to be pitied. Truly God hath done 
great things for us, and we ought to be glad. When Paul 
and Barnabas preached the Gospel in Antioch in Pisidia, 
a bitter persecution was raised against them, so much so 
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that theywereexpelled from thecity. But insteadof being 
depressed, they t( were filled with joy, and with the Holy 
Spirit" (Acts 13, 52). What greater joy could we have 
than to see a soul pass from death unto life, though it 
might mean that we should have to suffer " for His 
N arne' s sake "? 

Channels only, blessed Master, 
But with all Thy wondrous power, 

Flowing through us, Thou canst use us� 
Every day and every hour. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

FELLOWSHIP 

T
HE IDEA of fellowship is that of two men in a boat, 
each one having an oar. To reach their destination 

they must row together, otherwise they go round in a 
circle, or from side to side, and get nowhere. 

The Divine dictum, ct it is not good that man should 
be alone" ( Gen. 2, 18), is true in. both realms, natural 
and spiritual. Except in exceedingly rare instances, such 
as when a Christian finds himself alone in some isolated 
spot beyond the seas, it is God's desire that His child
ren should work together in harness. When the Lord 
Jesus sent forth His disciples to call the people to repent
ance, they went out by two and two. This principle was 
followed by the apostles subsequent to the descent of 
the Holy Spirit. Hence we see Peter and John together : 
Paul and Barnabas : Paul and Silas : Paul and Timothy : 
Paul and Apollos. 

We can often derive useful lessons from natural 
history. "The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all 
of them by bands" (Prov. 30, 27). These destructive 
creatures are occasionally seen in Africa, Central 
America and other places in their myriads, hiding the 
rays of the sun. They then alight on the ground, devasta-
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ting the surrounding country. They have no leader, yet 
go they forth by bands-they are united. And therein 
lies their power of destruction. Divided they would be 
comparatively harmless, but united their power is 
terrible. 

When Christians are one in heart and purpose their 
testimony may be well-nigh irresistible. This is the 
teaching of Psalm 133, which begins on a note of en
couragement, and ends on a note of victory. t( Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to
gether in unity ! " ( verse 1) . . . (t for there the Lord 
commanded the blessing, even life for evermore " ( verse 
3 ). The Lord is delighted when He sees His people 
dwelling together, working together, and striving to
gether in His interests. Unity is the preliminary to 
blessing. On the day of Pentecost the disciples were 
with one accord in one ptace. As with steadfastness of 
purpose they waited upon God, the Holy Spirit de
scended with a benign suddenness, and fitted them all 
(Ac_ts 2, 1). Incidentally, the phrase u with one accord" 
occurs quite a few times in the early part of the book of 
Acts. The beautiful oneness of those early Christians 
greatly contributed toward their success; so much so 
that we read cc of the rest durst no man join himself
unto them" (Acts 5, 13). They manifested such power, 
and exercised so great an influence for Christ, that the 
outsiders were afraid to associate themselves with them. 

One of the most thrilling experiences recorded in the 
Old Testament was witnessed at the dedication of 
Solomon's temple. The incident is best described in the 
words of Scripture : ((And it cam� even to pass, as the 
trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound 
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to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord . . . say
ing, Fbt He is good ; · for His mercy endureth for ever : 
that then the house was filled with a cloud; even the 
house of the Lord ; so that the priests could not stand 
to minister by reason of the cloud ; for the glory· of the 
Lord had filled the house of God" (2 Chron. 5, 13-14). 
What a time of rejoicing this was for God's people ! 
What a joy to the heart of God ! In this unique event 
God was glorified, and His ·people were blessed, all 
being the result of a God-honouring unity. 

The New Testament commentary upon this episode· 
is found in Romans 15, 4-5 :. (( Now. the God of patience 
and consolation grant yoll to be like-minded one toward 
another according to Christ Jesus; that ye may with one. 
mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." Our God is the God of patience. 
He has been waiting patiently to see His loved ones 
living and working in harmony-· -and He is waiting still. 
· For this Christian fellowship the quality of love is
necessary. We are· exhorted to be kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one anotper, even as God for
Christ's sake hath forgiven us (Eph. 4, 32). God has
been kind to us-we are therefore to show kindness to
others. He has been tenderhearted toward us-we
should therefore be tenderhearted toward our fellow
believers. He has forgiven us all our sins-we ought
therefore to forgive one another. He has loved us
with a love that had its existence in the remote ages
of a past eternity-we must there£ ore manifest love
to our fellow-Christians at every opportunity. Thus
• shall we be (C followers of God as dear children." If
only Christ were the mainspring and the main theme

49 



THE PATH OF LIFE 

in our lives, how vastly different things would be ! 
The major part of the last book in the Old Testament 

is somewhat depressing. God had done everything 
possible for the spiritual welfare of His earthly people 
throughout their chequered history. He had delivered 
them, fed them, clothed them, guided them, guarded 
them, surrounded them with His lovingkindnesses and 
tender-mercies. Israel manifested their ingratitude by 
challenging His love toward them ; despising His 
Name; offering blemished sacrifices upon His altar; 
wearying Him with their empty words; turning their 
backs upon His ordinances; and by actually robbing 
Him of tithes and offerings. Such was the depressing 
spiritual atmosphere in the days of Malachi. But in the 
midst of this darkness there was a bright ray of sun
shine. There were a select few who maintained an atti
tude of fidelity to their Lord and to His ·word. They 
found it impossible to have fellowship with the unholy 
conduct of the people around them. These loyal souls 
kept together, and did all they could to encourage one 
another in the ways of the Lord. u Then they that £eared 
the Lord spake often one to another" (Mal. 3, 16). 
This attitude of loyalty did not pass unnoticed. The 
Lord not only hearkened to and heard their conversa
tion, but also made a note of it. A book of remembrance 
was written before Him for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon His Name. We do well to follow 
the example of those godly Jews. In the midst of so 
much that is contrary to the clear teaching of the Word 
of God, we who name the Name of Christ need to 
remember that we are a separated company, and there
fore can have no fellowship with the unfruitful works 
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of darkness. This reminds us of the Psalmist's significant 
words, lt I am a companion of all them that fear Thee, 
and of them that keep Thy precepts" (Psalm 119, 63). 
The Christian's best friends are those who seek to follow 
the Lord,.and who love His Word. 

It is an outstanding privilege to be labourers together 
with God ( 1 Cor. 3, 9). He could dispense with our 
�rvices entirely, but that is not His design. He longs to 
have us in holy parmership with Himself in the salva
tion of souls, the restoration of backsliders, the estab
lishment of His children, the extension of His King
dom, and the exaltation of His beloved Son. What 
greater service could we possibly render? 

Never let a believer assume that he or she is too 
young to be used in God's vineyard. One of our Lord's 
outstanding miracles was that of feeding the multitudes, 
when probably nearly ten thousand people were 
gathered together in a desert place ( the record states the 
number as about five thousand men, beside women and 
children). The word came to His disciples, lt Give ye 
them to eat" (Mark 6, 37). For this the disciples were 
altogether unprepared. What could they do in such 
circumstances? Their solution to the problem was that 
the people should go into the neighbouring villages, 
and buy themselves food. It was a grand opportunity 
for them to have fellowship with the Master, but un
fortunately they missed it. There was in the company a 
lad who had five barley loaves, and two small fishes. In 
His inscrutable wisdom the Lord Jesus brought that lad 
into partnership with Himself in satisfying that hungry 
crowd. If ever a boy was honoured it was this dear lad. 
We are not told a word about his home or family 
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history. Not eveh is his name mentioned. All the in
formation we have is embodied in a sentence of five 
words," There is a lad here" (John 6, 9). 

Christian young man or young woman ! Christ longs 
to have you, spirit, soul and body. He claims your facul
ties, your time, your gifts, your energy, your memory, 
your money, your (:ntire personality. He has purchased 
you at the awful cost of His precious blood: therefore 
you are His property. By giving yourself wholeheartedly 
to Him, you will know the unspeakable joy of having 
" fellowship with the Father, and with His Son Jesus 
Christ" ( 1 John 1, 3). 

So shalt Thou, Lord, from me-e'en me 
Receive the glory due ; 

And so shall I begin on earth 
The song for ever new : 

So shall no part of day or night 
From sacredness be free, 

But all my life, in every step, 
Be fell ow ship with Thee. 

52 



CHAPTER EIGHT 

THE COMING OF THE LORD 

T
o THE healthy Christian there is no subject more
fascinating than the second coming of our . Lord 

Jesus Christ: and there is no truth more clearly and 
emphatically stated in the Scriptures. The appearing of 
Christ is the hope of the Church, and should therefore 
be appreciated and eagerly anticipated by all believers. 

The first thing to remember is that Christ is coming 
personally. This is confirmed by many passages in the 
Scriptures, such as HI will come again, and receive you 
unto Myself'� (John 14, 3), "This same Jesus . .. shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven" (Acts 1, 11), H And to wait for His Son from 
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even ] esus " 
( 1 Thess. 1, 10), H The Lord Himself.shall descend from 
heaven" ( 1 Thess. 4, 16), "Surely I come quickly" 
(Rev. 22, 20). He does not intend to send an angel or 
any other representative. Just as He came the first time 
to save us, so will He appear the second time, apart 
from the question of sin, unto salvation in all its un
utterable fulness. 

Regarding the exact day when He shall return, this 
is one of those secret things which belong unto the Lord. 
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All attempts to ascertain the precise date have been 
merely conjectures; a waste of time; and entirely mis
leading. There is not a believer in the world who knows 
when Christ shall appear. Scripture is discreetly silent 
on this point, and we do well to remember that God's 
silences are as inspired as are His utterances. 

Another aspect of this soul-inspiring truth is this
Christ is coming for rr His own," i.e., for all who have 
believed on Him to their soul's salvation. Some shall 
be taken ( the saved), and the others ( the unsaved) left. 
This reminds us that one reason why Christ has not 
come yet is because " The Lord is . . . longsuff ering to 
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance" (2 Peter 3, 9). Just as the 
contemplation of this auspicious event should fill the 
heart of the child of God with joy and gladness, so it 
should exercise deeply the heart of all who may be un
prepared. 

What will happen ,when Christ comes? The Scrip

tures mention two distinct companies of believers, 
namely, those who have passed hence, and those who 
will be alive on earth at His appearing. The Lord shall 
descend from heaven with a three-fold summons: a 
shout of command ; the voice of the archangel ; and the 
trump of God. To this three-fold summons there will be 
an instantaneous response. Those believers who have 
passed on will be raised, and to them Christ shall be the 
Resurrection. Then those who are alive and remain wilt

be changed, and to them Christ shall be the Life. ( Com
pare 1 Thess. 4, 16-17, and John 11, 25-26.) This is 
the Divine order. The dead in Christ shall rise first, and 
as they come up out of their graves they will be joined 
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by the living saints, and thus all the redeemed shall rise 
to meet the Lord in the air, not in separate companies, 
but in one grand glorious company-and there will not 
be one saved person missing. When God determined to 
deliver His people from the land of Egypt He st_ipulated 
that not a hoof should be left behind ( Exod. 10, 26). 
All the peoplewere saved because of the sprinkled blood. 
Moreover, t( There was not one feeble person among 
their tribes" (Psalm 105, 37). Incidentally, this com
prised one of the greatest miracles reco,rded in the 
Old Testament. So, when the Lord comes for His own, 
not a believer will be left behind, neither will there be 
a feeble one among them-all will be in the healthiest 
spiritual condition. We shall then appreciate fully that 
salvation which was designed by God in the past eternal 
ages, purchased by Christ at the Cross, and made good 
unto us by the Holy Spirit. The oldest and most ex
perienced believer on earth has only touched the fringe 
of this "great salvation", but God has arranged His pro
gramme in such a wonderful way that, when we see 
the Lord Jesus face to face, we shall then realise as never 
before its height, and depth, and length, and breadth. 
We shall appreciate its Divine magnitude, and exult in 
its unsearchable fulness. Little wonder that the Apostle 
John says, 

cc It doth not yet appear what we shall be."
Hit were to appear, what would happen? If for a brief 
interval of ten seconds God were to unveil to us the 
glories of the eternal future, we should be altogether un
able to bear that cc exceeding and eternal weight of 
Glory." 

Although the complete vista of the future has not 
been disclosed, this much has been placed on record, 
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" We shall be like Him." Com pared with this, every 
other prospect fades into insignificance. The fulfilment 
of these five words will comprise the combination, cul
mination, and consummation of all God's ever lasting 
purposes. toward us. To see His face will be heaven in
deed ; but to be like· Him, who can tell what that will 
mean? 

The closing promise of the Bible is, « Surely I come 
quickly" (Rev. 22, 20). Of all the future events recorded 
in the Word of God, this lies nearest the heart of our 
blessed Lord. For the literal fulfilment of this promise 
He endured the Cross and despised the shame. Well 
might we gladly respond, (( Amen; even so, come Lord 
Jesus." What a future ! No more tears ; no more pain ; 
no more sorrow; no more anxiety ;-no more disappoint
ment ; no more hunger ; no more thirst ; no more sin ; 
no more curse; no more death. But these are only nega
tives. What must be the positives? What shall take the 
place of all these thi()gs which so frequently tend to 
depress us? Joy unspeakable and fulness of glory. It 
will be joy upon joy, song upon song, glory upon glory, 
satisfaction upon satisfaction ever abounding as the 
eternal ages roll by. We shall never harbour a wrong 
thought, we shall never say a wrong or unkind word, 
we shall never do a wrong thing. We shall be in a 
glorified place; we shall have glorified bodies; we shall 
be in company with a glorified people ; and we shall 
be in the immediate presence of a glorified Saviour. 

Then will be seen the most wonderful presentation 
ever witnessed. The Church-the pearl of great .price, 
to procure which the Lord Jesus " sold all that He had " 
when He offered Himself without spot to God-will be
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presented to Himself a glorious Church, complete in 
every respect. No division will �ar its grandeur; no 
blemish will spoil its beauty; no discordant note will 
be heard ; no cloud will irtervene ; nothing will be 
wanting to complete the supermagnificence of that 
wondrous spectacle when we shall stand faultless before 
His presence with exultation. 

He and I in that bright glory, 
One deep joy shall share : 

Mine, to be for ever with Him ; 
His., that I am there. 
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