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Dreface.

—_——————

ﬁﬁé{HIS life is called the life of man’s vanity.

/ % “ His days are as a shadow.” All that is
& considered good and pleasant in life is as
“®°  transient as the morning vapours: the rich
man dieth as the poor ; it only takes a few years to
show that the life of the one is a life of vanity as
well as that of the other. Life is spent: one in a
continuous struggle for daily sustenance ; the other
in ease, luxury, and pleasure. There is certainly a
little more resemblance between the life and death
of the former. It has been a life of toil, trial, and
sorrow, ending in the darkness of death. But the
latter lives in vain pleasure and dies in real woe;
he lives in supposed riches and dies in real poverty.

But both are gone naked out of this world, and
life, whatever it was, for both has now fled away,
as far as this world is concerned.

Well might man, with an intuitive knowledge of
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the truth of the wise man’s inspired words, ask:
“Is life worth living?” when they know not the
gospel of God, nor the love of Jesus.

But is there not some great momentous concern
that demands our attention? Is there not some
great question of eternal import, to be settled
during this short life, either for good or bad? Is
there not some noble object, in life, of lasting gain,
such as will make it worth living ?

Yes, there is; it is the eternal salvation of the
soul, and the glorifying of Jesus the Saviour after I
am saved. While I am here the question of my
eternal happiness or misery is to be settled. I may
make it my one first, and great, concern in life to
secure eternal salvation, with eternal glory, thus
living for the next world; or I may have no higher
object in life than the wealth, fame, and pleasure of
this world, thus living for this life only, indifferent
as to the claims of God upon me, as well as to the
eternal welfare of my own soul.

This small volume is issued for the help of those
who desire to make the higher and more noble
ob}ect their great concern in this world, who are
anxious about the question of eternal issues.

When we speak of the salvation of the soul being
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the one great concern of life, we mean, not only
the securing of salvation by faith at conversion, but
evidencing of the same by a life of devotedness to
Christ, which will also secure a reward at His
hands by-and-by that all the wealth of this world is
not to be compared with.

The bulk of people live wholly for this world, as
though there were no interests for man outside it.
They live entirely for the present; they spend all
their days for the gratification of their own lusts;
for the gathering in of all that is called treasure
here, “and in a moment they go down to the
grave,” their life and all that it was spent for, all
that their interests and energies were concentrated
on, gone as far as they are concerned; unless,
indeed, it be to rise in judgment against them.

And not unfrequently do we find men seeking
to justify themselves for living thus for this present
world only, by denying eternal interests and eternal
truth. How foolish to conclude a thing is not true
simply because I may wish it not true! What a
delusion !

In many other cases the great question at issue
viz., personal salvation, is lost sight of in the con-

fusion of tongues about religious theology, modes
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of worship, etc., etc. But how few show that deep
and real concern about eternal things which their
immense importance so urgently calls for!

May the - following addresses be used of the
Lord to deepen the interest of His people in eternal
things, and to beget such an interest in the souls of
many who are, as yet, not His people!

The first chapter (which was written for anxious
souls and has been published for some months), is
added to the following six lectures—which were
delivered in Glasgow—to make the series more
complete by adding the first step which was want-
ing in the addresses themselves, as these were for
people already saved. It is hoped that this
addition will make the book more suitable for
general circulation.

That the Lord may graciously command His
blessing on the little work as it is sent forth, is the
earnest prayer of the writer,

4. K. 0.
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Forgiveness, Peace, and Certainty.

s EAR READER,—Are you concerned
-l and in trouble about your condition before
God? Then, do allow me to ask, Why
is it that you have not peace with God?
And if you believe the gospel, Why is
it that you are not certain of salvation?

“Oh!” yousay, “that is the point. I am often
troubled about it. I Zogpe it will be all right with
me ; and if it is possible to be certain about it, there
is nothing in the whole world that I would like more
than that certainty. Ifor all the untoward circum-
stances, the trials, sorrows, and reverses of this life,
must be of but little moment to the one who knows
that his soul is saved, and that he is destined to
eternal glory.”

Yes, truly, if we are sure of deliverance from hell
and eternal happiness in heaven, all that we are
surrounded by here—ple%sing or painful as it may
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be—is scarcely worth mention when compared with
that eternal weight of glory. Indeed it is not
worthy to be compared.

But the question with many people is, Can we be
sure of it? And if so, How are we made sure of it?
The answer to these questions depends upon the
answer to two others, viz., What is the gospel ?
And what are the good news it brings ?

Well now, in the first place, the gospel supposes men
are sinful (the truth of God in connection with the
gospel positively declares it), for it proclaims pardon.

It supposes men are guilty, for it proclaims
justification.

It supposes men are at enmity against God, for
it declares that reconciliation is effected by the
death of Christ, and peace made by the blood of
the cross.

It supposes men are lost, for it proclaims salvation.

Now, then, who is this gospel for? It is for
sinful,. guilty, and lost men at enmity against God.
Are you one such?

Perhaps you think that you are not quite so bad
as that. If so, I do not wonder at all that you
have not peace. Because all the while you think
there is a /i¢tle good only in you, you will be look-
ing to yourself in some way or other. And you
will never find peace, while you look at yourself,
your doings, or your feelings. You must look
away from yourself to Christ and His finished work,
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if you would know what peace is. And I know you
will not do this while you think there is a little good
in yourself to look to.

This is no doubt the reason why those who have
gone to the greatest lengths in open sin, when they
become convicted before God, find peace more
readily than those who have led good moral lives.
What is in man has been more manifested—or
manifested in a more open way—in the former;
they have no difficulty in owning that there is not a
bit of good in them; they say from the heart,
““God be merciful to me a sinner.” And hence
they more readily look away from themselves to
Christ and His finished work ; they are glad enough
to do so. And then they find that all is settled ;
peace is made, and made for them.

But the same root of sin is in the latter, though
it has not come out in the same way,—that is, in a
way that manifests it before men; but God sees
it. Men look only upon the exterior, but God
looks right down into the heart. And that which
is highly esteemed among men is an abomination
in His sight. The pride of life and self-compla-
cency that characterise the unconverted moral man,
are as bad in the sight of God as the unrestrained
lust of the flesh in the unconverted immoral man.
It is sin in different forms of manifestation.

But perhaps you say, “ How am I to get this deep
sense of sin and abhorrence of myself? I know 1
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am a sinner, but I do not feel that I am so very,
very bad. And if I do not feel it, what is the use
of saying it?”

Well, the first thing is to know that, whether you
feel it not, it is so, because God says it is. Guilty,
lost, and undone, are the words God uses to express
your condition. It would be no use for a criminal
to say he did not jfee/ guilty, if he was guilty, and
proven so, as the sinner is before God, as all the
world is. See Rom. iii. 19.

But the reason you have not a deep sense of sin,
and do not feel yourself so very bad is clear. It is
because you have been looking at yourself more
according to what you are in the eyes of men, than
according to what you are in the eyes of God.

When Job (the best man in the world at that
time) was looking at himself, in the eyes of men,
and according to his own thoughts about himself;
he was far from having a deep sense of his sin, but
thought that there was much good in him. But
there came a moment when he was brought into
the presence of God. What had he to say for him-
self then? Listen, “I have heard of Thee by the
hearing of the ear ; but now mine eye seeth Thee.
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes” (Job xlii. 5, 6).

Then I say, dear reader, get into the presence of
God, and look at yourself there, then you will have
no difficulty in realising your sinful condition.
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Then the fact, declared by the Word of God, that
you are a lost and guilty sinner, will be brought
home to your conscience in real power. But if it
be already brought thus home to you, ze., if you
have not a word to say for yourself, but with a deep
sense of your condition can only cry, “God be
merciful to me a sinner,” then do not here make
another mistake by thinking that you must remain
in this state for some time—you know not how long
—sorrowing for your sins which press heavily upon
your conscience. For Satan knows how to change
his tactics according to the state of our souls. So
he will do all that his power enables him to blind
your eyes to your condition as a sinner ; but when
he can no longer succeed in this, when God, who
caused the light to shine out of darkness, causes the
light of His truth to shine into your dark heart and
discover your guilty state to you, his great effort will
be to keep you in that condition, by telling you that
you must now go on sorrowing for your sins, and do
the best you can to live a better life. Do not listen
to him, but listen to the Word of God. If you
know yourself to be a ruined sinner, thank God that
there is salvation for you.

If you could sorrow for your sins, with the
deepest sorrow that the heart of man is capable of,
the rest of your life, that would not atone for them
—would not put one of them away.

But as full atonement has been made by the blood
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of Christ, all that is needed on your part is that you
know. and own in real confession your sin and guilt
before God, and accept with thankful heart the
pardon, peace, and salvation which in rich mercy.
He offers you.

One look at yourself in the presence of God is
enough to convince you that there is nothing but
sin in you. You need not be concerned as to
whether you have repented enough or not. The
only question is, Do you now take your place as a
repentant sinner before God? If so, salvation is
for you. No one can dispute your title to it.

Jesus came to save sinners ; He died for sinners.
And the fact that He died for such, shows in itself
how desperate their case was, for nothing else could
meet it. And it is true still that “this Man re-
ceiveth sinners.” Come to Him as a sinner, and
He will receive yox. And the pardon-imparting
and peace-giving words which were spoken to the
woman who came #Zxs to Him, while He was here,
are for thee, and for every one who will come in
the same way to Him,—viz., “Thy sins are for-
given thee; . . . thy faith hath saved thee;
go in peace” (Luke vil. 48, 50). Precious words!
They are for you, dear reader, if you will take your
place as that poor woman did, Z.e., a repentant con-
trite sinner at the feet of Jesus. Oh, what a meet-
ing is that of a Saviour and a sinner! How He
welcomes the sinner! What words of love and



Forgrveness, Peace, and Certainty. 15

grace He speaks! How simple and real it all is!
Just come to Jesus, and say, “ Lord Jesus, I come
as a lost sinner to be saved,” and the above precious
words are for you. Will you not take them in
simple faith to yourself? Does He not mean what
He says?

Do you say, “Yes, I am indeed a troubled
sinner, anxious to be saved.” Then harken! What
does He say? ‘Thy sins are forgiven.” That is,
THY sins; for these words are for you. ¢ Oh,” you
say, ‘“how can I know that?” Simply because
they are for every troubled sinner who will receive
them from the lips of the gracious Saviour as spoken
to themselves.

Then that settles all. It is His word, the word
of One who cannot lie; it is for you, and you take
it in simple faith. Then you know your sins for-
given. Many other passages confirm you ; such as,
“Who was delivered for our offences, and raised
again for our justification” (Rom. ix. 25). This
gives the ground-work. This is why your sins are
forgiven, viz., because Christ bore them. And
hence another scripture says, * Through this Man
is preached to you the forgiveness of sins; and by
Him all that believe are justified from all things”
(Acts xiil. 38, 39). This is the proclamation of the
blessed fact to you. And concerning those who
believe 1t, the apostle John says, “1 write unto you,
little children, because your sins arze forgiven you
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for His name’s sake ;” “The blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1. %,
ii. 12).

Yes, you know it now because He says it. It
does not matter who says it is not so ; God says it is.

Some men say—and men whom we think ought
to know better—that it is not possible to know you
are saved until you die. But what does this matter
for faith? Passages can be multiplied which plainly
declare that the one who believes zs saved, and may
knowit. It is not a matter of opinion at all. Men
have no right to bring in their own thoughts here.
And if they will do so, who will put them before
the Word of God? It is all settled between the
soul and God, by means of His word and simple
faith, consequent upon the death and resurrection
of Christ. |

It is your sins that trouble you, is it not? And
you have not to answer to men for those, but to
God. The whole question is between your own
soul and God. If it were only a question of your
standing and character among men, you might not
have much to be concerned about. But it is not.
You know you must have to do with God, who 1is
of too pure eyes than to behold iniquity, and cannot
look upon sin. And yet you know, too, that you
are a sinner, and that unless you are pardoned you
cannot enter heaven. And to be shut out of heaven,
is to be shut up in hell ; so saith the Word of God.
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So that the all-important question with you is,
““Can I have my sins forgiven? Is it possible to
know it?” “ You must hope for the best,” some
one tells you.” ‘Ah,” you say, “that will not do;
that does not give me peace! What! when I
know that I am a sinner, and that there is either
eternal judgment or eternal glory before me, can I
have nothing but a /Zogpe of deliverance from that
judgment and safety for the glory? Nothing but a
hope! Then I must go on in fear of death and
judgment all my lifetime.”

Oh! dear reader, listen not to the thoughts of
men on this most important matter. Our thoughts,
if not derived from, and based upon, the Word of
God, are simply worthless, and even injurious to
souls. What saith the Scripture? this is the
question. What is the gospel as set forth in the
Word of God? Yes, it is the gospel you need ;
what is it ?

Now let us look at the order of things a little.

The first question is your sins. Is it possible to
know them forgiven? Well now, what would satisfy
you on this point? If God were to tell you in plain
words that it were so, would this be enough? ¢ Oh,
yes,” you say, ‘“I have sinned against God ; against -
Him, and Him only, is my sin; so that if He were
to tell me that they were forgiven, it would settle
the whole matter.”

Then hear, and believe. Are not the Scriptures
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the Word of God? 1 have no doubt about that,”
you reply. Then what is the meaning of such
passages as, ‘“ Blessed are they whose iniquities are
forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is
the man unto whom the Lord will not impute sin”
(Rom. iv. 7, 8); “ He bare our sins jin His own
body on the tree ;” “Their sins and iniquities will
I remember no more for ever;”—as well as the
Scriptures before quoted ?

Here, then, we have the Word of God for it, that
the forgiveness of sins may be known.

But still perhaps your question is, *“ How can /
know that #y sins are forgiven?” Simply by this
gospel ; these good news are for you, preached to
you, and therefore you have a right to take all to
yourself. It is God’s word to yox ; and nothing but
unbelief on your part can hinder your conscious
possession and enjoyment of the blessing it declares.

Nobody can question your title to the blessing
the gospel brings. It is to ‘“every creature,” to
““whosoever will.”

So much is the gospel for you that you must
either receive or reject it. If you do not receive it,
you will be judged for the rejection of it. Oh! do
not allow unbelief to rob you of the blessing.

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
And speaking of Him, it is said, ‘“This Man
receiveth sinners,” and “through His name the
forgiveness of sins is preached.” What a gospel !



Forgiveness, Peace, and Certainty. 19

Will you not believe it! Does not such good news
come as a healing balm to your broken heart,
turning your groans and your cries for mercy into
praise and thanksgiving to the blessed God who
gave His Son to die for you? For nothing could
put away yqur sins but the blood of Christ. Christ
must shed His blood, or sinners could not be
pardoned. For “without shedding of blood is no
remission.” And the blood of bulls and goats
could never take away sin. It must be the blood
of Christ, God’s only begotten Son.

Yes, God loved yox (for we can each one take it
to himself), and He gave Jesus to die for yow, and
now sends to tell you that by looking to Him, by
simply trusting to His death, all your sins are
forgiven you for His name’s sake. |

And, after all this, can you still be unbelieving ?
Will vou still listen to the dictates of your own heart,
rather than the word of the living God ?

“But,” you say, “I do not feel happy.” Of
course you do not, because you have not yet received
in simple faith the blessed testimony of the gospel,
that your sins are forgiven. You are looking to your
own feeling, instead of to Christ ; you are listening
to your own thoughts, instead of the Word of God.

It is not a question of thoughts and feelings at all,
but of faith and facts. Itis a fact that you are a
sinner ; you believe it. It is a fact too, blessed be
God, that Christ died for your sins; do you believe
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this also? It is a fact that you deserved the judg-
ment of God ; you believe it. It is also a fact that
Christ bore that judgment for you; do you believe
this? It is a fact that you are guilty ; you believe it.
It is a fact too that Christ died for your sins, and
was raised again for your justification; do you
believe this too? It is a fact that God is satisfied
with what He did, for He has given Him the highest
place in heaven ; do you not believe this?

Then if you believe that Christ died for your sins,
that He was raised again for your justification, that
God is perfectly satisfied with what He did, and
what He did was done for you,—all is settled, and
a full salvation is made sure to you by the word of
God. The work of Christ was for yox ; He under-
took to put away yow# sins. Did He not? Then
will you not accredit that work as a perfect and
finished work? God has; which is shown by the
fact that Christ 1s raised from the dead, and exalted
on high.

Oh, that you would take all to yourself, and say,
“Yes, I see it is not a question of whether I feel it or
not ; God says it is so, and I will believe His word ;
surely that is to be more trusted than all my thoughts
and feelings. God says, he that believeth ‘hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment.”
I believe in Christ and hear His word, and what He
says of me must be true; I will no longer doubt it.
I have eternal life; God says so. I now see that
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the evidence of salvation does not come from within,
but from without ; not from my own feeling, or from
the dictates of my own heart, but from the word of
God.”

Oh that such were the language of my reader!
And why should it not be? How simple and plain
it all is. Where is your difficulty? “ Well,” you
say, “I do not know, perhaps I do not believe
aright.” That is not the question. Do you believe
at all? You either believe in Christ as your
personal Saviour, and in the gospel as news of
pardon and peace to your own soul, or you do not
believe. Which isit?

“Oh, I do believe,” you say. What do you
believe? Many say they believe in Jesus, and that
He died for them, who do not believe what He says.
I met one such a short time ago. I will give the
substance of  our conversation, as it may help my
reader.

“Well, Mrs. J—, you are anxious about your
soul are you not? ‘I am very anxious” Do you
want to be saved? ‘I do indeed.” Well, I am
sure that Jesus wants to save you, for He came
into the world to save sinners; to seek and to
save that which was lost. Where, then, is the
hindrance? ‘I do not know.” Do you believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ? ¢Oh, yes” You believe
that He died for you? ‘Yes’ Oh, I see you
believe in Jesus, but you do not believe His word,
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—you do not believe the Scriptures. ¢Oh, I do
indeed.” Pardon me, Mrs. J—, but you do not.
‘Mr. B—! I do really.” Now I will prove to you
from your own lips that you really do not. You
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as your needed
and only Saviour, do you not? ‘Yes,indeed I do.’
Now, then, here is a scripture that you do not
believe. Turnto 1 John v. 13, ¢ These things have
I written unto you that believe . . . (that is
you) ; that ye may %zow that ye have eternal life.’
Now then, this verse is written on purpose for you,
and it is the word of God to you ; yet you do not
believe it. Here Mrs. J— paused for a few
moments ; then said, in emphatic and earnest tones,
‘Well, if God says it, it must be true, and I wi//
believe it ; for I do believe in Jesus; I am trusting
to Him for salvation, and if God says that I have
eternal life, it must be true.” I went on to say,—
You see He does say so positively ; and this is not
the only passage which states it, but every gospel
text that speaks of the way of salvation does just as
clearly. And the scriptures addressed to believers
speak of them as a people already saved :—‘ By
grace ye are saved ;’ ¢ Who /Zat% saved us and called
us with an holy calling;’ ‘In whom we /ave re-
demption through His blood, even the forgiveness
of sins.””

These are not all the passages brought before
Mrs. J—, and may not be in the same order; but
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what we sought to show her was, that the one who
believes on Christ—who is resting alone on Him—
has eternal life, is already saved according to the
Word of God. And she took Him at His word,
and said she could now thank Him that she knew
she was saved. May my reader do the same.

You believe that Christ died for sinners;
but do you believe He died for yoxz? You
believe that His work was finished; but do
you believe it was finished for yox? Is your
reply, “ Yes, I do.” Then all is settled, and
settled for yox. All your sins are put away by the
precious blood of Christ. A full pardon is yours.
You no longer stand charged with guilt before God.
For Christ, who died for your sins, was raised again
for your justification.

Peace and certainty follow upon the reception, by
simple faith, of this full pardon which has been pur-
chased by the blood of Christ, receipted by His
resurrection, and proclaimed by the gospel; with
the reception too of the testimony of the Word of
God as to the condemnation of *sin in the flesh,”
—that is, the root of sin that we find within us, as
well as the fruit it brings forth, was judged in Christ
at the cross, and therefore we shall not be judged
for it. How simple and real all is! It is not a
question of others, but of yourself. You can say,
“He died for me.” Now let us look at the sim-
plicity of it all.
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If Christ undertook your case as a guilty sinner
before God, and made it His matter to settle the
whole thing, it is no longer a question between God
and you, but between God and Christ,—as is clearly
seen at the cross, where the question was fully gone
into, manifestly as a question between God and His
Son. Was it notsettled there? Everythings depends
upon the answer to this question. And, thank God,
the most decided answer in the affirmative is given
in the words, ‘It is finished "—confirmed, beyond
all question, by the fact that God has raised Christ,
who died for your sins, from the dead, and given
Him the highest place in heaven.

Is there anything between God and Christ now ?
Manifestly not. Then has He anything against
you? How can He have, if Christ settled it all?
And did He not? To say that God still has any-
thing against you, as to your standing before Him,
would be like saying that Christ did not settle all
for you. Will you say this?

Mark, we are not here speaking of the Christian’s
walk. The first thing to see to is that you are a
Christian—that you are saved. Christian walk and
conduct come in after.

I met a man the other day who was afraid to say
he was saved (though he saw that the gospel pro-
claims salvation, and said he believed it) for fear he
should not walk as a true Christian afterwards.
Others think that they must walk as children of
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God before they can know that they are such.
Now all this is confusion. They are devices of the
enemy of our souls to rob us of peace and joy.

The salvation of the soul is what we start in the
Christian path with,—not what we hope to get on
the way, or at the end. There are other aspects of
salvation which have to do with the way and the
end, but not the salvation of the soul ; this we begin
with ; indeed, we are not true Christians in the true
sense of the word until we Zave it.

The salvation of your soul must be the first thing
to be settled. Then you will be able to go to God
as your Father, with a sense of the grace that Zas
saved you, and ask for grace and strength to walk
as a saved person, as one of His children. But you
must be saved first. All other things will come in
their place afterwards. ¢ Seek first the kingdom of
God, and all these things shall be added unto you.”
The simple plan of salvation, declaring, as we have
seen, the forgiveness of your sins through Christ
Jesus, is what you want now ; when you are saved,
other scriptures will instruct you as. to your
walk.

And surely you need go on no longer without
this pardon and peace. Will you not accept it at
once? Do not continue to look at your feelings,
but look at Christ, as the bitten Israelite did to the
serpent on the pole. Did not Christ die for your
sins?» ‘““Yes,” you say. Is He not now in heaven

¢
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without them? Again you say ‘“VYes.” Then
where are those sins now? Are they upon you?
How can they be, since Christ put them away?
Will God still charge you with them, when He has
judged Christ for them? No, He will not, blessed
be His name ; for “there is therefore now no con-
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.”

In is so blessed to know that all is settled by
another ; and that He who settled it, is my own
loving, and loved, Saviour !

I once met a poor woman who was under deep
conviction of sin, and had been for some years ; but
could not find peace, because she had been looking
for change of feelings in herself, instead of to Christ
and His finished work. I will relate, as nearly as I
remember, my conversation with her. It may help
others.

“Oh! sir,” she said, after I had given her a
tract, I have been long anxious to be saved; I
have been striving o make my peace with God for
eleven years.” I knew she was sincere, and meant
right, but in order to show her as forcibly as possible
the mistake she was making, my reply was to the
following effect :—* Striving to make your peace
with God! I am sorry to hear that.” The poor
woman looked somewhat startled, as she said,
“ Sorry to hear it! what do you mean?” ¢ Why,
in striving to make your peace with God you have
been virtually denying two things:—First, your
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helplessness to do anything for yourself, and that
Christ therefore has done all for you ; and secondly,
you have been unwittingly denying one of the most
blessed truths of the gospel, viz., that CHRIST Z%a?/
made peace by the blood of the cross. The scripture
says, ¢ He made peace by the blood of His cross,’
and yet you,say you have been striving to make it
for eleven years. Is not this like saying that He
has not made it? For if you have got to make it,
He never made it. But, thank God, He did make
it, and made it for yox, and therefore you have not
to make it, but accept it as the blessed result of His
work. Nothing but the blood—that is, the death
of Christ—could make peace for you and me.
Now then, see again how simple it is, * He made
peace by the blood of His cross.’” And there-
fore peace is now preached ‘to those that were far
off, and to them that were nigh.’ You see this
peace is not only made, but proclaimed—held out
to you for your acceptance.” Here the woman’s
face brightened up, as she said, ¢ Then peace is
mine ; for I do believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.”
“Yes, peace is yours. God is satisfied with what
Christ did for you ; and surely you may be satisfied
too.” “Oh, I see it all now; how simple it is! I
need be troubled no longer. Oh! do thank God
with me.”

And does not my reader see it all too? Will you
not rest on the finished work of Christ, and accept
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the pardon, peace, and salvation that is offered to
you through that work ?

Another verse says, “ He (Christ) is- our peace.”
Your works are not' your peace; your feelings are
not your peace ; but Christ, the One who died for
you and rose again, He is your peace. Your works
are nothing to rest upon ; but Christ’s finished work
is the sure foundation of faith. Your feelings may
change every day, yea, every hour ; but He changeth
not. Your own heart will never give evidence of
salvation. But if your heart did tell you you were
saved, you could not trust it, for *“ he that trusteth
his own heart is a fool.” It might deceive you, for
it “is deceitful above all things.” Evidence of
salvation, we repeat, does not come from within,
but from without—from the immutable Word of
God. This will never deceive you; do not be
afraid to trust it.

God tells you, he that believeth zs saved—~2Zat4
everlasting life—s/al/ not come into condemnation
—by grace ye are saved. God says it,—therefore
it must be so, is the language of faith. Surely we
can trust His Word, though we can trust nothing else.

I have found people using the text in 1 John v.
10, ‘“ He that believeth hath the witness in himself,”
to justify them for looking within for evidence of
salvation. Now instead of casting a person upon
himself, or leading him to look within, it is quite the
opposite. The witness here spoken of is the Holy
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Ghost. But what is the record—that is the truth—
witnessed ? The next verse gives us that. But, in the
first place, it must be seen that it is the one who
already believes—that is, the one who has taken in
the good news of the gospel, and therefore is saved
—that has the witness in himself. But does He
bear witness of our own feelings or state? No, He
bears witness of the truth of God and the Son of
God. “This is the record that God hath given to
us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”

The record of the Spirit and word of God is, that
you have eternal life. Is not this enough for you?
If this does not assure you of salvation, what will ?

The gospel went home to the Thessalonians with
muck assurance, we are told (1 Thess.1.5). So that
there was no uncertainty about their salvation.
Moreover, they were waiting for the Son of God from
heaven ; how could they have been waiting for Him,
as the One they wished to see, if they had had a
question about the salvation of their souls? But
that they did not, is confirmed again by the fact that
it was the One who was raised from the dead, ‘ even
Jesus, whkich delivered ws from the wrath to come,”
they waited for.

Now we get the secret of this much assurance in
the next chapter, ver. 13. “For this cause thank
we God without ceasing, because, when ye received
the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received
it not as the word of men, but, as it is In truth, #%e
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word of God, which effectually worketh also in you
that believe.”

Yes, here is the secret of “much assurance.” It
is receiving the gospel as the word of God. When
this is the case, not a single doubt can remain. For
the gospel says the one who believeth hath ever
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation,”
z.e., judgment.

I receive this, not as the word of men, but as the
word of God. This settles the whole matter. It is
the word of God, who cannot lie, that assures me
that I have eternal life, and shall not come into
judgment. I believe this because God says so;
this, then, is how I am sure of it. Blessed assur-
ance! What a gospel! The origin of it is the love
of God ; the basis of it is the death and resurrection
of Christ ; the object of it is the salvation and glori-
fication of poor guilty sinners, deserving nothing but
eternal damnation.

This is the gospel that is preached to my reader.
Is it too good to believe? If it were the word of
men only that made known such good news, we
might well think so, and discredit it. But it is not
so; it i1s the word of God. And He hath done as
it hath pleased Him. He so loved, that He gave
His only begotten Son to- die that we might have
eternal life—that we might be saved. And now
He sends the word of this salvation to us. Oh!
then, let us accept it in simple faith, and with thank-
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ful hearts. Shall we doubt the word of God, a word
so full of grace and blessing ?

The words of the apostle Paul (used in regard to
a temporal salvation for himself and all travelling
with him, when/nothing but death seemed to stare
them in the face), “I believe God that it shall be
even as it was told me” (Acts xxvii. 25), may be
applied by believers to what God has said about
eternal salvation. God has told us that we are
saved—have eternal life—and shall not come into
judgment ; and each one of us can say, “1I believe
God that it shall be even as it was told me.”
Blessed, simple, yet real faith !

Then doubt no longer, my dear reader. You
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ ; and God tells
you that your sins are forgiven, you have eternal life,
and soon shall be brought into eternal glory. And
cannot yox say, ‘I believe God that it shall be even
as it was told me?”

If so, may you go on in the enjoyment of all that
the work of Christ has secured for you and His
word proclaimed to you, and shine henceforth as a
child of God “ in the midst of a crooked and per-
verse nation.”

And now you may search into the Scriptures to

see what God says about your walk and conduct as
a saved person.

O%)/\N9)



II.

Christian Standing.

 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I have

preached unto you, which ye have received, and wherein ye sTanD.”
—1 Corintlians Xv. 1-4.

‘“ By whom also we have access into this grace wherein we STAND.”
—Romans v. 1-5,

—_—r

T is a good thing to know that we have a solid

d foundation. We shall never be much good
as workers in the cause of Christ, if we are

s not really sure and sound as to the foundation
on which we stand. If I would have my hands

free to work I must know that my feet are firm. If
I would go on earnestly beseeching others to accept
the gospel, I must know, not only the theory of that
gospel, but the reality and power of it in my own
soul by the strongest possible conviction—such
conviction as can only be known in the soul by
believing what God Himself says, and believing it

because He says.
There is a verse in 1 Thess. 1. that gives us the
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secret of assurance, it is the gospel going home in
power to the soul as tke word of God . 1 Thess. 1. 5,
“ For our gospel came not unto you in word only,
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and
in much assurance.” Then in 1 Thess. ii. 13, the
apostle says, ‘“ When ye received the word of
God ye received it not as the word of man, but
as it 1s in truth the word of God.” We may
hear it of man, as did the Thessalonians from Paul,
nevertheless they received it as the word of God.

And now I want to distinguish Christian standing
from Christian walk, and to shew really the basis on
which the children of God stand before Himself.
What is our standing? In or upon what do we
stand before God? Have we a firm footing in the
presence of a holy God? A footing that will never
give way. A foundation that will never fail us ; not
even when brought into the holy presence of God,
“Who is of purer eyes than behold iniquity.” Now
the first verses I have read in 1 Cor. xv. shews that
we stand in the gospel—z.c., the gospel presents a
standing. The apostle says, ¢ Moreover I declare
unto you the gospel which I preached at first,
which also ye have believed, and wherein ye stand.”
Now what was the gospel? In the first place
remember that it supposes man an utter ruin;
there is nothing whatever in man to build upon.
Whoever builds upon anything in himself will find,
sooner or later, that he is on a sandy foundation,
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There is nothing in man but sin, therefore he
is dependent on the mercy of God. No writer
of scripture brings out more forcibly and clearly
the ruin of man than does the apostle Paul. And
perhaps no writer brings out the glory side of
the gospel more beautifully—more clearly than does
the same apostle. And here he says it is in the
gospel that he declared unto them that they stood.
Our first question therefore in connection with our
subject is,“‘ what was the gospel that Paul preached?”
In a word, it is pardon, peace, and glory, the work
of Christ. The work of Christ procured salvation
for lost and guilty men. Now friends, are you
standing upon that? Have you taken your stand
in the gospel that the apostle Paul preached?
That is upon the finished work of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Then, we ask, shall that work ever fail?
No! It might be said of the work of Christ, as it
is of His word—‘ Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but My word shall never pass away "—neither
shall His work. His work on Calvary’s cross is of
eternal efficacy; and it is on that work that the
Christian stands. What is heaven’s estimate of that
work 7 What does God think of the work of Christ?
Is there anything in the word of God that gives us
clearly and definitely what God thinks of the work
wrought out on Calvary’s cross? Yes, there is.
What is it? It is the exaltation of the One who
did the work, at His own right hand. The One
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who undertook the work of atonement—the One
who bare our sins in His own body on the tree, is
now in the glory of God without them, and He has
the highest place in heaven.

Men would not have Him here on the earth;
they cast Him out, and rejected Him ; they said,
“Away with Him, away with Him.” Heaven
received Him gladly enough, and has given Him
the highest place there.

Now just look at this plan of salvation in a
logical way for a few moments-—for whatever people
may say about God’s salvation, it is not only simple
and clear, but it is logical too. Christ the Just One,
1s delivered for us the unjust; He who knew no
sin, made sin for us who were sinners, and guilty
before God, that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in Him. Now look at Christ on the
cross ; He had sins upon Him, that is certain—but
the question is—Had He your sins upon Him? A
little while before God said, ¢ This is My beloved
Son in whem I am well pleased.” But see Him
now on the cross! He is forsaken of God. My
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”
There is a question of sin between Christ and God?
Whose sin is it? Not His own, that is certain. It
is the sin of the believer—yes, it was my sin. Then
where is Christ now? He is in heaven ; it is clear
there was a question of sin between God and Christ
on the cross, and now Christ who was rejected by
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God on the cross has the highest place in heaven.
Where are those sins? They are not upon Him
there, that is certain. He has put them away, for
they cannot be upon Him now, neither can they be
upon me. For God charged my sins upon Christ
on the cross, then it is very certain He will not
charge them upon me, for—

¢ God will not payment twice demand,
First at my bleeding surety’s hand,
And then again at mine.”

Therefore, Christ’s presence in heaven 1is a clear
proof to my soul that God is perfectly satisfied—
yea, glorified by the work He accomplished on
Calvary’s cross. Nothing can give more real solid
peace and joy to the soul of the believer than to
know for certain that, first, Christ was on the cross
for his sins, and secondly that He 1s now in the
glory of God without them.

Then, can there be a question of sin raised
between God and my soul? If Christ undertook
my case, and the question of my sin was thoroughly
gone into between God and Christ, then I say the
question is to be raised between God and Christ,
if it 1s to be raised at all. But, no, it is settled
once and forever. Never shall the question be
raised against me; never can there be the imputa-
tion of sin to the one who truly believes in His
name.
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But there are perhaps certain things we need to
look at in connection with this, for there are many
things that trouble a man before he has real solid
peace, before he—as we might say—knows that he
is on a sure foundation—that he has a firm footing.
He needs to know not only that Christ put away
his sins ; but there is a deeper question that troubles
him often, and that is the principle of indwelling
sin—called in scripture the “old nature,” or “sin
in the flesh,” or “the old man.” And it is this
question that presents such difficulty to the mind of
the young believer. He says, I can see and under-
stand how my sins have been forgiven—how Christ
put them away—but I cannot see how this old
nature within me is forgiven, how it is going to be
dealt with.

Well, in the first place, I would say that scripture
never states that “the old man,” z.e., the old nature,
the flesh, shall be forgiven ; but I will tell you what
it does say. It saysthat “the old man” was crucified
with Christ. Nothing but death will do for that.
Our sins are pardoned, but the nature that brought
forth the sins was judged in Christ. “ Our old man
was crucified with Christ”—that evil principle within.
“But I cannot understand that,” said a man to me
in England a few months ago. ‘How can it have
been crucified with Christ when I find it still existing
within me, and ready to come out at any moment?”
“Well,” T replied, ““if it did not exist within you as
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to fact, there would be no need for the exhortation
in Romans vi., ¢ Likewise reckon ye yourselves to
be dead indeed unto sin.”’ And if it is not dead
before God, there would be no basis for the exhorta-
tion.” The great question for me is, am I to be
judged for the evil nature within me, or was it
judged in Christ?  If judged in Christ, then I
need not be troubled about it, save to reckon it,
treat it as dead, for that is how God treats it.

Now, it is a good thing when we come to reckon
with God; and this is what faith always does.
However difficult it may appear to us, the
scripture says that the old man, the old Adam
nature, the root that brought forth the sins, was
crucified with Christ. It was brought judicially to an
end before God. Christ became my substitute.
He became a sin-offering, and now God sees an end
of the old nature on the cross of Calvary. And He
would have you and me to reckon as He reckons
about it. “ Likewise reckon ye yourselves to be
dead indeed unto sin,” but alive unto God. The
old nature is there, but don’t allow it to act.

I asked the above named gentleman this question,
“When you get to heaven, where will you look for
an end defore God of the old Adam nature that
brought forth these sins? At your own death, or
the death of Christ?” ¢ Oh,” he said, ‘I shall
see an end of it at the death of Christ.” I replied,
‘““That is what faith does now.” Faith sees it now,
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and enjoys the truth of it. Therefore, the conclu-
sion is, though the principle of sin is within me, I
know that it has been judged in Christ on the cross.
Therefore, I shall not be judged by God. I want
to reckon as God reckons about it. This is peace.
.This 1s rest.

Another question that people often trouble them-
selves about is their fufure sins. ‘1 can understand
how my past sins may be forgiven, how my sins up
to the present moment, or up to my conversion, are
forgiven, but it is the future sins, sins after conversion
that trouble me,” is the language of many a one.
Now, in the first place, how many sins were future
when Christ died? All of them. How many did
He bear? All of them. If, as we have seen, the
very nature that brought them forth has been
judged—the very root—then there are no branches
spared. At conversion, all your sins—past, present,
and future—if you like to speak of them in
that way, not that we like-to anticipate future sins,
—but they were all blotted out as a thick cloud.
Now, this is absolute forgiveness. But then we
know that we do go on sinning daily (when I speak
of sinning daily I am not referring to crimes and
outward sins, but to sins before God, in whose eyes
the thought of foolishness is sin). Now these sins
were absolutely forgiven when I was converted.
But there is what we might call administrative
forgiveness ; and if I do anything that breaks the
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link of communion, there will be no forgiveness in
this sense till I confessit. The sin will give me a bad
conscience till I have been to God about it. “If
we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is
faithful to forgive us.” Here I get administrative
forgiveness, and communion is restored, and it is
all on the ground of the death of Christ, only the
whole thing is done once and for ever in the most
absolute way. The debt has been paid most fully.
Christ suffered for our sins; the whole account is
settled, therefore God is faithful and just to forgive.

Now another question ; for I do desire that every
child of God here should be clear as to their stand-
ing—the true foundation on which the child of God
stands—because I know how much depends upon
this as to our apprehension of all the other blessed,
glorious, and sublime results of redemption. We
see now that the Christian is a man of two natures.
The old nature is still there ; but there is also a new
nature. We are a new creation in Christ. Though
sin 1s present in me, it has lost its power over me.
The Christian is no longer a slave toit. Before his
conversion it had the mastery over him—now he is
converted he has the mastery of it in the power of
the Holy Ghost and faith. You understand the
difference, do you not? If we say we have no sin
we deceive ourselves; and it is only those who are
deceived who will say so. Nevertheless sin shall
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not have dominion over you. It has lost its
dominion. It is there ever ready to come out;
therefore it is only in the power of the Spirit of God.
as I live by faith of the Son of God, that I live out
the new life, and it is impossible to live out the two
at the same moment.

But I wish to say a few words about the question
of perfection. There is great confusion, in the
minds of Christians, as to perfection in the present
day, for, like ¢ salvation,” whenever they meet the
word they seem to think it always means the same
thing. I do not know why they should. If they
are reading any other book they do not; then they
always apply the meaning of the word according to
the connection in the context—but whenever they
read the Scripture and come across the word salva-
tion they seem to think it always means the same
thing ; and so with the word perfect or perfection.
Now itis very clear that salvation is used in different
ways. It is not always the salvation of the soul
that is in question where the word occurs. The
apostle in Philippians speaks of his salvation from
prison.  “I know this shall turn out to my
salvation through your prayers.” In the same book
he says: ‘“Work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling.” He is not there speaking of the salva-
tion of the soul, but of the deliverance we need by
the way—the working out of the salvation that we

have when we believe. ‘By which ye are saved”
D
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—our text tells us, speaking of the Gospel—‘ By
grace ye aze saved’—another tells us, ¢ /Zaving
recerved the issue of faith—the salvation of your
souls,” says another passage. There is another
aspect of salvation, and that is the salvation by the
way ; and there i1s a third aspect—and that is the
end—the salvation of the body, when Christ comes
to change these bodies of humiliation. Peter
speaks of this aspect of salvation that ‘as ready to
be revealed in the last time,” that is, when Christ
shall come—the grace that shall appear ; and this
-1s the salvation which is to be brought unto you at
the revelation of Jesus Christ. But I need not say
surely that when Paul says “Work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling,” he is not speak-
ing of the salvation of the soul? He says directly,
“For it i1s God that worketh ## you to will and to
do of His good pleasure.” I get the salvation of my
soul through Christ’s work f0o» me, and when I
possess the salvation of my soul I work it out, that
is, I bring it into my whole life by the power of
God’s Spirit working in me. So it is to those who
are already the children of God that he is here
writing, hence he exhorts them to walk as children
of God, in the midst of a crooked and perverse
nation.  There are evils, on this side and that
side of my path; therefore I need continual
deliverance. There is the fear and trembling—fear
lest I fall into this snare, or be caught in that trap.
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Now we shall see that the word perfection also
has its different uses. I will just relate a little
conversation that took place in this very district,
when I was here four years ago. I met two earnest
Christian young men who were, as they said,
believers in perfection. Oh! I replied, so am I.
One of them said he had not sinned for six months,
the other said he had not sinned for three months.
Well, I asked, if you live for six months more are
you sure you will not sin during that time? O, he
could not say that. You have been perfect six
months? “Yes”; but you can’t say you will be
perfect for six months more? ¢ No,” he answered,
“though I am going to try to be.” Well, I said;
after all, my perfection is a better kind than yours.
I believe in perfection—but I have been perfect
fifteen years—and I am going to be perfect forever,
and I have the plain simple statement of God for it,
“ Hath perfected forever them that are sanctified.”
That is the sort of perfection, I replied. Would
you not like to know that perfection? And again
the Gospel of John tells us not only that he that is
born of God sinneth not—but he cannot sin. You
say you have not sinned for six months, but you
dare not say you cannot sin, yet the Word of God
says he that is born of God cannot sin.

Here these sincere young men became quite per-
plexed and justready to learn. They saw there must
be a mistake somewhere. Well, they said, we cannot
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understand it. What does it mean? Now, I
replied, you must not think that the word ““perfect”
means the same in every place where it occurs. It
is used in three different ways. In one place the
apostle says (Philippians ii. 12): “Not as though
we had already attained or were already perfect.”
There the word ‘“perfect” is connected with the
glorified state unto which the apostle is making his
way. That is a perfection we have not yet reached.
It is the perfect state in glory, when we shall have
reached the goal unto which we are pressing. A
few verses further down he says: ““Let us, as many
of us as be perfect, be thus minded.” Now this
shows that there are some who are perfect in
another sense; and that there are others—though
Christians—who are not perfect in the same sense ;
here the word means full-grown, no longer babes
just born, but grown-up into the truth. (See
Hebrews v. 14, where the same word is rendered
“of full age.”) It simply means, they are
established in the fundamental truths of the Gospel.

Let us mind those things then. Let us walk by
the same rule—and as another scripture says, “ Let
us go on to perfection.” And thirdly, in the sense
in which it is used in the first passage quoted, the
weakest believer is perfected for ever. That is, as
to my standing in Christ ; all is perfection. Another
scripture says, “Ye are complete in Him.” Though
there is such a thing as progressive apprehension of
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the truth, as well as progressive practice of it. The
text in John, “he that is born of God sinneth not,
neither can he sin because His seed remaineth in
him,” looks at the child of God as one born of Him,
in the new nature which cannot sin. The sin
comes from the old nature that is still there though
judged at the cross before God. But I leave this
question here to go on to Romans viii. The first
verse says, ““There is therefore now no condemna-
tion to them who are in Christ Jesus.” Is that
possible, for poor sinful man, who could not stand
before God? For if Thou, Lord, shouldst mark
iniquity, O Lord, who should stand? But there is
forgiveness with Thee that Thou mightest be feared.
Yes, it is possible for poor sinners of this guilty world
to be in a place where there is no condemnation.
Where is that place? Where is such a foundation
to be found? It is not found in anything that we
can do ; neither in our own works nor even our own
faithfulness to Christ. However much we should
urge this faithfulness upon one another, it does not
depend upon that. It does not depend upon my walk.
No greater confusion could be brought into the gospel
than to confound the Christian’s standing with his
walk. You must keep them distinct. And yet, see
the connection between them. My standing in Christ
is most absolute. He was made sin that I might be
made the righteousness of God in Him. It is not
a question now of what I am in myself—a poor
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blundering child of God on my way through this
wilderness world—with much to shame and humble
me before God; and before men too. But what
am I in Christ as God views me? Complete in
Him, and there is no condemnation to them who
are in Christ Jesus. Judgment has taken its course ;
all that was consumable has been consumed, and
the fire of God’s judgment will never come there
again, for there is nothing for it to devour.

And my walk, as we shall see in the next address,
my state, and my condition should all be based on
that, and come out of it. But keep it distinct in itself.
Do not think your standing is dependent upon your
walk ; it 1s not: it would be derogatory to the
work of Christ to say it is. But your walk is de-
pendent upon your standing. You must know what
your standing is before you will know what your walk
should be. One is objective, the other is subjective.
I will make it a little more simple if I can. You
must know your relationship, before you can walk
in a way becoming the relationship. A prince must
know he is a prince before he can behave in a
princely way. So it is when I know I am a child of
God that I desire to walk as a child of God, and
have power to do so. But my walking as a child of
God does not make me one; nor does it help to
keep me one ; it gives evidence to all around that I
am one. Now that is simple, and at the same time
it shows the importance of knowing our standing to
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begin with. But it is the work of Christ that gives
you a standing before God. Do not think therefore
that your works, your faithfulness, or anything that
you can do are needed to make that more secure.
This would be dishonouring to Christ’s work.
Though there will be the fruit if there is the life.
But the fruit is dependent upon the life and not
the life upon the fruit.

And now I go on to Romans v. 2—By whom
also we have access into this grace wherein we
stand. Where do we stand? Not on our own
merits ; not in anything we have done. Sandy
foundations are all these; though a man were the
most religious in Glasgow, though he were a member
of the most highly reputed church, though he were
the most busy worker in that church, though he
devoted his time, his talents, and his money to the
cause of such church; yet if he were not in the
grace of God the man would have no standing in
the presence of God. It is in the unmerited grace
of God that the Christian stands.

God might, as it were, have put me on my feet, and
said, Now, I have given yqu a start, and I leave you
to go on your way ; if you fall it will be all up with
you ; whether you maintain this standing before Me
or not depends upon your own merit. But He does
not do so. No, He gives me a foundation, a stand-
ing before Himself, and it is in unmerited favour,
Peter says in chapter v. verse 12, “This is the
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true grace of God wherein ye stand.” What" is
grace? The unmerited favour of the blessed God.
It has pleased God to make us His people. That is
a sweet word, and so in Romans viii. I get these
three blessed things. In the beginning of the
chapter, no condemnation, further down, relation-
ship, the spirit of His Son given in our hearts,
whereby we cry Abba, Father; and at the end of
the chapter, no separation; and all this is most
absolute, because it is founded on the work of
Christ. If it were dependent upon anything in us,
if God were to say, If you obey My voice, if you
live a holy life, you shall have it, and if you do not,
you lose it—you would lose it before another
twenty-four hours passed over your head.

Whenever God makes conditions, they are perfect,
they are rigid. Ifthe Scripture tells us the thought of
foolishness is sin, it is so. In the ten command-
ments, if one offend in one point he is guilty of all.
But, thank God, I stand in His sovereign grace.

Now, note the peculiar wording of this verse. It
says we have access by faith into this grace wherein
we stand. We are there already, and yet we have
access to it. Suppose I live in a spacious field, my
house, my home are there. There I am right in the
centre of the field, and yet I say I have access into this
field wherein I live. There seems some want of com-
mon sense. Iam in the field, I live there ; why, then,
do I talk about access? But I believe there is a
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deeper thought in it than the mere standing. Take
the illustration a little further. I stand in the field;
beneath its surface are precious treasures—gold,
silver, and precious stones, the deeper I dig the
more precious the metal and stones become, and so I
have access to this field wherein I stand—access to
all its treasures. So with the grace of God; I
stand in His grace, but I have access; it is mine
to explore—to dig up the wonderful and precious
treasures of that grace, to know the heights,
depths, lengths, and breadths of it.

Do you know, dear Christian, what it is to make
these explorations? I believe it opens up all the
field of absolute blessings, riches, and treasures that
are ours ccnsequent upon the redemption of
Christ ; and, therefore, the verse goes on to say,
““ And rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”
What an anticipation for our souls—the glory of
God! How shall we behold it? We shall behold
it in the face of Jesus Christ — the One whose
visage was marred more than any man’s, and His form
more than the sons of men. We shall behold Him
effulgent with the glory of God. Now just another
word and I am done, and 1t is this: You will see
from what we have said that the salvation of God is
most absolute, and that my standing is outside
myself altogether—it is in Christ. Now I don't
believe that the apprehension of this will lead to
laxity of love or laxity of life.
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I know there are people who say: If this is
the case, if you are so absolutely saved, you may
just go on and do as you like. But such people
forget that that question has been raised before,
and raised by the word of God, and answered there
too. After Romans v., where we get the most
absolute character of the salvation of God, the
question is, ‘“What shall we say to these things?
Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound ?
God forbid. @ How shall we who are dead to
sin live any longer therein.” We have got a new
life ; therefore we have got new instincts, and new
desires. And if that new life does not come out
some way, you are not warranted in saying it is
there.

I believe a true sense of the grace of God that
brings me into such blessed relationships will
deepen the desire to answer to it in my practical life.
The sow may turn to her wallowing in the mire—
the dog may turn to its vomit—but not the sheep.
The sow that was washed implies outward reforma-
tion. The sow was washed, and took her place
with the sheep, but never became one. So she
turned again to her natural element, wallowing in
the mire, A sheep would not do this ; it is against
its nature. I was walking round a farm in Worces-
tershire once, and one of my friend’s sheep had
got into a pool. There it lay, the most wretched
object you could set eyes upon, and as it saw us
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draw nigh, it looked up and bleated most pitifully,
as much as to say, Help me out; help me out.
A sow would have been quite at home in such
a place; but the poor sheep was miserable.
So it is with the child of God. He may
fall into sin, but he will. be wretched till he is
delivered from it again. The very wretchedness of
the man is the sign of Divine life within him. If
he goes on wallowing in sin, and enjoys it, and
shows no conscience about it, we are not justified
in saying he is a Christian at all, whatever profes-
sion he makes. God knows. The foundation of
God standeth sure. But the word for us 1is, *“ Let
everyone that nameth the name of Christ depart
from iniquity.”

I repeat, it is a dishonour to Christ to say a man
is a child of God when he is apparently wallowing
in sin. God grant that we may understand more
the true nature and character of His salvation.

i
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—m HE subject before us in our last address was
% one of a most absolute character, because it
dependedupon Christ—upon what He was,
and what He did. Hence, as we saw, our
standing before God is most perfect—in
every way suited to Himself, so that He does not
see a flaw. I say it with reverence, and in honour
of the work of our Lord Jesus Christ, that God does
not see a spot in His redeemed ; we are perfected
for ever by His one offering ; we are accepted by
God in all the sweet savour of the sacrifice of
Christ ; so that you see it would be a dishonour to
the work of Christ to say that there was a flaw, or
anything at all wanting, in the Christian standing
before God.

Of course when we look at ourselves and our failure
in this world this may seem irreconcilable; and until




Christian Walk. 53

we understand the difference between our standing
and our walk, we shall be in perplexity, and have
nothing clear. We cannot know what it is to have a
clear view of God’s salvation while we confound our
standing with our walk, or, in any way whatever
confound the work of Christ with our own Christian
work. That work stands alone. There is no other
like it under the sun. There is no other like it in
God’s universe. Itis complete in itself; it is unique
in its character; it is infinitely efficacious; it
propitiates the throne of God ; and that is the work,
in all its solitary dignity, that has saved my soul.
To attempt to add to it, or to say that anything else
is needed for the sinner’s acceptance of God, would
be most dishonouring to the One who did it. And
in honour of that work I stand before God without
a flaw. I delight to repeat it.

But while our standing is most complete and most
absolute ; independent of ourselves, or anything we
have done or can do, made ours on the principle of
simple faith alone—I say while this is so, there
is a practical side, and God has not left us here,
having saved us and made us fit for heaven, to go
on in the paths of sin, or to blunder through the
world as best we can, to grope our way (if I may so
speak) in the dark. A passage in Titus shows not
only that we are redeemed from hell, but we are
redeemed from all iniquity. Another passage, in
Galatians, tells us that we are redeemed from this
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present evil world. We are glad enough to know
that we are saved from the judgment that the world
is going on to, but we are not often so ready to own
that we are delivered fromi the world that is going
on to the judgment.

Seeing that Christ has saved us from the judg-
ment of the world, shall we still mingle with that
world? Shall we find our pleasure in that world?
Shall we find our heart’s portion in that world that
rejected Christ? Not to say a word about faithfulness
to Christ, would it be faithfulness to our fellow-men
who are dancing along the road to eternal banish-
ment from the presence of God? Should we not
rather be warning them to flee from the wrath to
come? And remember, you cannot warn another
of his danger if you are going on hand in hand with
him. You must be separate from the world to
preach the gospel of Christ to it. The world not
only did reject Christ but does reject Him still.
Therefore in coming to our subject to-night we have
something most practical before us. I do not want
you to confound these truths, I want you to keep
each in its place.

In the old economy, that of the Jews, we find life
and blessing were consequent upon obedience, not
that life was ever obtained in that way ; not one single
man ever got blessing by law keeping. Then, you
say, were none saved in the Old Testament? Yes;
but not by the dispensation under which they lived.
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They were saved outside the dispensation of law;
faith penetrated it ; they looked to the end of the law,
and there they saw Christ. ‘Their faith was dim, but
in their sacrifices they saw something beyond. So
that they could speak of the blessedness of the man
who knew his sins forgiven, as did David. That is
something outside the law. The law never spoke of
forgiveness. The law offered life on the ground of
obedience, and if the obedience was not forthcoming,
it left' the man under the curse. It put life and
blessing consequent upon obedience.

When we come to the New Testament we get the
order reversed. The law proved man guilty and under
the curse, and now we come to the wondrous light of
a gospel dispensation, and God just takes up a man,
redeems him from the curse of the law, pardons his
sins, and gives him life in the most absolute way.
Now we have obedience consequent upon life.

Look at it inanother wayfora moment. Law came,
making its demands upon man, claiming obedience
to every precept thereof from man; it was written
on hard tables of stone, and it proved to be the
ministration of death. Why? Because of sin which
was in man, which it showed up, but did not
eradicate. So the law is called in 2 Cor. 1. the
ministration of death, while on the other hand, the
gospel is called the ministration of life. Law comes
first, and shows man to be dead, dead in trespasses
and sins; it is the ministration of death. ¢ The law
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revived and I died,” says the apostle. That is where
Christ found me by the gospel.

The same chapter tells us the gospel is the minis-
tration of righteousness, while the law is the ministra-
tion of condemnation. One more blessed fact in
these contrasts. I have said the law was written
upon hard rigid tables of stone, outside of man,
and making demands upon him which he could
never meet. The gospel—Christianity—is Christ
written—engraven upon the fleshy tables of the
heart ; and practical Christianity is Christ lived out
in the life. But He must be known in the heart
first. We need this in days like these. There is
enough theoretical Christianity all around,and we see
how withering it is to the Lord’s people. How barren
and- unfruitful ; how devoid of the grace and the
spirit of Christ it leaves those who are saved—even
if the theory be in a measure correctin itself. When
shall we learn that Christianity is not made up of
dogmas and theories? Christianity is Christ written
upon the heart, and lived out in the life, so that we
become “ epistles” of Christ.

Then are there no doctrines in the scripture that
are to be maintained ? There are. What are they?
The doctrines of Christianity set forth Christ Himself
in all His dignity and glory. They maintain the
dignity of His person and the efficacy and character
of His work, and they shew the result of rejecting
the gospel, preached consequent upon that work.
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The doctrine of Christ should be maintained, by all
who love Him, because they concern Him and His
wonderful redemption work through which God is
glorified and man blest. But never separate truth
from Christ—never separate doctrine from the
person, because all revolve around Himself. Why
is the doctrine of atonement dear to me? Because
Christ wrought that atonement, and it is the ground
of my cherished relationship with Himself. Chris-
tianity has to do with a person. Hence the
affections of the heart are brought into operation,
and we have a real living person and object for our
hearts ; and in proportion as we feed upon Himself,
the whole character and tone of our life and
conduct here are affected thereby.

Now we enter upon the question of our walk, and
though my getting life and being brought into the
relationship of a child of God, and my obtaining
salvation does not depend upon myself, yet my
enjoyment of that salvation, and my giving evidence
to all around depends upon my walk and obedience
through this world. So that while salvation and
eternal blessing do not depend upon the walk, the
present enjoyment of salvation and the evidencing
of the same before men do depend upon my walk.
How blessed it is to keep things in their place. I
must have life before I can live.

Some people talk about turning over a new leaf,

and living a better life before they have it. And,
E
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of course, they find nothing but failure. I must
know my footing, and be able to stand before God,
before I can walk before men after a Godly sort ;
I must be a child of God before I can live and act
as a child of God. The responsibility and the con-
duct comes out of the relationship ; and it should
correspond with the place and the relationship into
which I am brought.

If we saw this one simple principle it would help
us immensely in our perusal of the whole of God’s
word. All those passages that are difficult to us,
because they seem to cast a doubt on what the
abstract statements of the gospel makes so clear, will
become clear to us in the light of what we are saying.
I cannot go into all such passages now, only let me
say wherever you find them they have to do with a
people down here in the wilderness. They look on
professing Christians here in the world, and they
come as healthy tests to the soul ; for you know that
there are many who profess to be saved who are not
born again. Therefore “ifs” are necessary. There
may be every outward ordinance of Christianity and
yet not the inward life. Hence, “If ye continue.”
I take that as one specimen. Now that does not
mean that my continuance in obedience and faithful
service makes me a child of God, or saves me, or
even keeps me saved. It means that my continu-
ance evidences the fact that I am saved. Hence
such scriptures always apply to all professing Chris-
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tians while passing through the wilderness world.
Do not seek to blunt their edge. They are most
healthy wherever they occur, or God would not have
put them there.

Now the first feature of “ walk” after what I have
said is what the scripture calls walking in newness
of life. Turn to Romans vi., and there you find it.
You remember what I said about that chapter in
the last address. I sought to show that there
we have not only the fact that our sins have been
put away by the sacrifice of Christ, but the very
nature that committed the sins—the root, the evil
principle within—has been judged on the cross
as well. 3o in this chapter, verse 4, we are called
upon to walk in newness of life. “Therefore we
are buried with Him by baptism into death: that
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.” Now, see the beautiful
figure. We have seen that this chapter shows
that the old man was crucified with Christ,
and in this chapter baptism is taken as a figure of
that. Very few people perhaps understand it; but
there it is. Now baptism is only a figure—the
reality took place in the death of Christ. I died
with Him. The old nature was crucified with
Christ, and judicially ended before God. Hence 1
am not to be judged for it, because it met with its
judgment in Him. Now I am alive in Christ—
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risen ; and in baptism I own this by going down
into the waters of death, and coming up out of them
—a beautiful figure of death and resurrection.

Now, how can I live unto sin, and yield my mem-
bers as instruments of unrighteousness to it? I have
owned by baptism that the old man is dead. T will
grant you that we need faith all along the way to
realize this, and evidence the fact in our souls. But
we have owned it in figure once for all, and we are
now new creatures in Christ, and all we possess is
on the resurrection side of death. The Red Sea
gives us a beautiful picture of this. The children
of Israel were really saved from the judgment
when they were in Egypt; by the blood of the
paschal lamb ; but after that, they found themselves
in a worse difficulty than ever.

Like many young Christians now-a-days, when
they first lay hold on Christ as their Saviour
and begin to rejoice, they think it will be
smooth sailing now ; and when a little trial
without or within arises, they find themselves
in a greater difficulty than ever. They thought
they were not going to sin, but be pure, or
perfect (as some people say); but, alas! to their
great alarm they find the evil principle of sin is
there, and it looks worse in their eyes than ever it
did before, because they never saw it in the light.
They are like the man in Romans vii. who desired
to do right but found evil present with him. Many
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a young convert is ready to say, ‘“O wretched man
that I am who shall deliver me?”

The man in Romans vii. is like the Israelites at Pi-
hahiroth on the banks of the Red Sea. They seem
hemmed in on every side ; there are—the waters of
death before them, the mountainous difficulties on
either side, and in the rear the enemy following hard
after them ; and they say, What shall we do? Now,
the best advice to be given when nothing can be
done is, “stand still.” So Moses says, “Stand still
and see the salvation of God.” They stood still; and
God came in, the waters were divided and they
went through dry shod, and came up on the
resurrection banks of the Red Sea where they began
to sing the song of redemption, ascribing the glory of
their salvation to Jehovah. So with the young con-
vert, he gets to see the very evil principle within
him was crucified with Christ and now he can sing
the song of redemption.

Sometimes I have said—and though it is rather
quaint it helps to express the truth taught there—
““You will never get out of the condition described
in Romans vii. until you find you can’t,” then you
will be out of it directly. The moment he says
“O wretched man that I am,who shall deliver me ?”
he is able to reply: “I thank God through Christ
Jesus our Lord.” Deliverance comes directly. He
has been looking in at himself, and there sees he
nothing but sin and failure, but now he looks out
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from himself, and the question is *“ 7% shall deliver
me ?’ The Deliverer is near, and makes Himself
known immediately. ‘I thank God through Christ
Jesus our Lord.”

Now, after what I have said, you can understand
how the Christian should walk in newness of life.
Old things are passed away, all things are become
new. I am to live out the new life, and if the new
life which I possess in Christ is lived by me it will
come out in the same qualities, the same graces, the
same virtues as shone forth in Himself. In justthat
proportion in which I live the life of Christ shall
I be adorned with His graces and virtues. But I
need a power within for this life, and the power is
the Spirit of God. Turn to chap. viii. 4 (Romans).

Now here we find the righteous requirements of
the law are fulfilled in us who walk not after the
flesh but after the spirit. There is a real blessing
in that verse when you see it. It does not say the
righteousness, or righteous requirements of the law
ought to be fulfilled in those who walk not after the
flesh but after the spirit. It says, *“the righteous-
ness of the law is fulfilled,” 7s fulfilled. It is an
abstract statement. True only of those who walk
after the spirit and not after the flesh. The old
nature could never meet the requirements of the
law. The new nature lived out after the spirit, and
not after the flesh, does. It is just as natural for
the new nature to bring forth that which is required
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by the law, and that without the law itself as a
standard, as it is for the old nature to bring forth
sin.

Here we find grace and law meet. The law
says, Love God with all thy heart, and with all
thy mind. Man in the flesh cannot do it (see
verses 7 and 8). But the man who walks after the
spirit can love his neighbour as himself. That is,
he has a nature that is capable of it, though he may
not always be living in the power of that nature.
Only one who is born from above can do so. Indeed
the Christian is called to love his brother better than
himself, even to lay down his life for him. We
know but little about brotherly love, practically.
Oh that we knew more ! If we were feeding upon
Christ Himself we should know more of the family
character of the word ¢ fellowship” which is so
sweet. Such a blessed word! We know little about
it except in a conventional or formal way ; *in the
fellowship,” and ““ out of the fellowship,” as we say.
Fellowship is a real thing, fellowship with God and
His Son and each other ; it springs out of this life
that we have. It must be spontaneous. You can-
not bring it about by legal effort, or in any way
suited to Christ, by divisive means; it must be
spontaneous, and can only be that when we live
upon the manna sent down from heaven. It is so
in regard to all the fruits of the Christ life. When
we feed upon that blessed Person our souls become
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assimilated to Him, and our hearts go out to care
for His people naturally, as Timothy did.

Now I want to turn to a verse in Ephesians iv. 1,
“T therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye
are called.”

Now, no epistle gives us the vocation of the
Christian in a more full and blessed way than the
epistle to the Ephesians. It shows most clearly
and beyond all question that that calling is heavenly.
We are called out from this world that lieth in the
hands of the wicked one, from the dead, sinful,
degraded state in which we were found, to be
inheritors of heaven itself. The first chapter speaks
of the inheritance to which we are called, which we
are going to possess with Christ Himself. Already
we have the earnest of that inheritance, the Spirit
of God. Yea, indeed the Christian has two earnests
of the inheritance—an earnest at each end, if we may
so speak—t.e., here in the wilderness and there in
heaven. The Holy Ghost in us here and Christ
Himself there. In Leviticus xxiii. we have this
truth beautifully illustrated by the wave sheaf.
When the children of Israel began to reap their
harvest the first sheaf that was cut down was offered
to Jehovah as a wave offering, and then laid up in
the holy place before Him. And as sure as that
sheaf was laid up in the presence of God so sure
was the gathering in of the whole harvest.
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Now the Lord Himself is the wave sheaf ; He has
been cut down and has been waved before God in
resurrection, and He is hidden up there in the
holiest of all, in the presence of God, thus declaring
to the whole of God’s created intelligence that the
whole harvest, of which He is the earnest, shall be
gathered in. Then there is the Holy Ghost, an
earnest within us. Part of the inheritance we have
here already. Now this is a blessed, sublime, and
magnificent calling, worthy of God Himself. If
God acts in grace, you may look for something
grand, and you get something grand, for He acts in
in a way worthy of Himself.

Now, when we are called with such a calling,
which call is absolute, we should walk worthy of
the calling. There is a practical side. We should
walk as a heavenly people. The first chapter of
Colossians exhorts us to walk worthy of the Lord,
unto all pleasing. This is, if anything, more
striking still; especially if you look at it in its moral
bearing, considering that that chapter presents
Christ in all the dignities of His person—as the
creator and sustainer of all things, as the One who
has the pre-eminence, the One in whom all fulness
is pleased to dwell. And we are exhorted to walk
worthy of Him unto all pleasing.

If an ambassador goes out to a foreign country,
he behaves himself in that country in a way worthy
of Queen Victoria—worthy of the sovereign of the
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country which he represents. And so it was said
of General Gordon, that when brought in before a
foreign king, a seat was put down before and below
the king for him, and the king sat upon his
raised pedestal. The general took his chair and
seated himself beside the king; saying that he wished
him to understand that whether he were a captive
or not, he was there as a representative of
Queen Victoria and the British nation. The king
angrily replied, Do you know I have power to kill
you? General Gordon—who knew something of
the gospel of God—replied, That would be the best
thing your majesty could do. It is only the
scruples of my religion that keeps me from doing it
for myself. It would be gain for me. The king
said, Has my power no terror for you? Not the
slightest, your majesty. Then he commanded his
officers to keep him alive as a punishment. I only
refer to the incident to illustrate what is meant by
walking worthy of the Lord.

The general would maintain the dignity of his
country at the risk of his own life. We are here
to represent the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall soon
come forth in majesty and glory, as Lord of lords
and King of kings. His life is the pattern for us.
Then let me point out one or two things in connec-
tion with this wonderful scripture in the first of
Colossians. We are exhorted to walk worthy
of the Lord—not pleasing in some things—but
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unto all pleasing. Being fruitful—not in some
good works, but in every good work. Here I
must say a word about good works before I go
further. I think sometimes—because people have
misplaced good works and tried to attach a merit
to them which will procure salvation — many
Christian people seem to set them aside altogether,
or at least not to set much value on them either in
themselves or others. Now this is a mistake ;
though good works will never merit salvation ; yet
they are the outcome of that salvation in those who
possess it. Let us be fruitful in every good work
before God.

Let me read, in connection with this, one verse in
Ephesians 1. 10, “ For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works; which
God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them.” You know what the word walk means here ?
It implies the whole deportment, conduct, and
behaviour of the Christian’s life. Therefore it says,
walk in good works. The Christian’s walk should
be adorned with good works.

A woman came up to me once in a place called
Dudley, near Birmingham, when I was preaching
near there, and said, I would come to your meetings,
Mr. B., if you would preach good works (I was
conducting gospel meetings at the time). Oh, I said,
butdo I notdo so? No! I understand you do not
preach good works at all. I replied, that is a
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mistake. I do preach good works. Well, she said,
my friend came the other day, and she said you
condemned good works. I said, your friend came
to a gospel meeting, and when I am preaching the
gospel to sinners, I do not preach good works. I
tell them that what they call good works are tainted
with sin before God. And that the work required
for their salvation was too great a work for them,
and therefore has been accomplished by another,
even Christ. But when I am preaching to those
who are saved, I do preach good works. There are
two scriptures in one chapter (Titus iii.), that just
put these things in their place. One passage says
(speaking of salvation), “It is not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to
His mercy He hath saved us.” Just two or three
verses further down there is a verse that reads thus,
“This is a faithful saying, and these things I will
that thou affirm constantly, that they which believe
in God might be careful to maintain good works.”

May we know more what it is to walk in good
works, being fruitful in ezery good work, and then it
goes on to say, “increasing by the knowledge of
God, strengthened with all might according to His
glorious power.” We are not only to be strengthened
with all might, but it is to be according to His
glorious power; and to all patience, not a little
patience, but to all patience. How little patience
we have with one another. How soon we become
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irritated when things do not turn out as we wish.
We need to be strengthened by His glorious power
for this. It does not say strengthened by His
glorious power to wonderful works, or great lectures,
and preaching, no, it is unto all patience.

Now mark, all this is walking worthy of the Lord,
for it is what characterized Him when He was down
here. Now I am going to connect another verse
with this from Ephesians v.: “Be ye therefore
followers of God as dear children, and walk in love,
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling savour!” So we should walk in love.
Now wherever you get love mentioned in connection
with the walk of the saints down here it connects us
with those around us who should be objects of that
love. I believe in the case of the Thessalonians,where
they were going on with the work of faith and labour
of love, the work of faith linked what they did with
God, the labour of love linked it with men. Hence
when it was a question of faith in God, it was work,
but it becomes labour when it is among men. But
it is the labour of love. Only divine love can
sustain the heart of the child of God in labouring
amongst the people of God.

One well-known servant of (God said not long
since, ‘“If you want your heart broken serve the
saints of God.” Only the love of Christ can sustain
the heart in it. But we are called to walk in love, it
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should be one great characteristic of the Christian’s
deportment and life, through this world, yea, the
motive spring of all we do. Now I will connect a
verse in the 3rd Epistle of John, verse 4. “I have
no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in
the truth.” Light and love, truth and grace, always
go together. Never separate them. You cannot
separate them without dishonouring the Lord Jesus,
without impeaching the word of God. Light and
love, truth, grace, and righteousness always go to-
gether in the Christian life.

Nevertheless the one great actuating principle is
love, for nothing is acceptable to God where this is
wanting. You may give your body to be burned,
yet if the motive power is not divine love it is of no
profit. So we should walk in the truth; and you
know what that brings in, “ Be ye holy for I am
holy.” We are members of the body of Christ, we
are not of the world even as He is not of the world.

Now one more thing I must refer to ; and that is,
we are exhorted to walk as children of light. Now
we are brought into the light, where everything is
seen according to God. And being brought into
that light we should walk as children of light. 1In
all transparency before God, without a dark cornet
in our hearts. We are not left to grope our way in
the dark. The light of God’s word is unfolded to
us by His Spirit. The state of things may be poor
and low, but the light of God is shed upon it, and
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the intelligent scriptural student who reads the word
in the fear of God, owning its authority and poewer
over his own conscience, has the light of God shining
upon it all. So John viii. tells us, ‘“He that followeth
Me shall not walk in darkness.” A passage in Isaiah
says, ‘O come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.”

People around us are doing what the prophets
accused the children of Israel of doing in their day,
walking in the light of their own fires, walking in
the light of the sparks of their own kindling. We
are called to walk in the light of God. We do not
want any human light. We don’t want the light of
science brought to shine upon the word of God, to
shine upon the Christian, to tell us what the
Christian is, what the world is, and even dare—as it
does—to tell us what God is. No, we have got the
light of God and we don’t want any human light ; we
don’t want the candles of man. Let Rome have them
within her dark precincts if she likes; she needs
them and they are significant of her darkness. But
the one who follows the Lord Jesus Christ has no
need of man’s candles ; he walks in the light of the
Lord.

There 1s another verse in Ephesians v. that
tells us to walk circumspectly, that is, in a few
words, to keep a sharp look out all round, see
that there is nothing for the world to complain of,
or use as a dishonour to the Lord Jesus Christ, or
to the Christian calling.
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Finally, I want to refer to that passage in
Hebrews xi. which shows that we may not only
walk defore God but that we may walk =itz God
as did Enoch. And when walking with God we
shall please Him. For in this blessed communion
we get to know what is suited to Him. Enoch
walked with God and he had this testimony (that
is he had it within Himself), that he pleased
God. When the prodigal was brought back he
received not only the ring and the robe, but he
received the sandals to fit him to walk before his
father. And so may we now walk with God. The
Lord says, “I call you not servants but friends.”
God grant then that we may be real, practical
Christians, that our walk may be glorifying to Him
and such as will spread a blessing all around us.
For the Christian’s life should be a blessing to
others. Alas! Alas! we are too often a pest to
those around us. The Christian should be a
channel of blessing here in this world, and it can
only be by occupation with our Lord Jesus Christ.

O
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Christian Steadfastness.

_..9--_

% UR subject to-night is Christian Stead-
|l fastness; and to make the whole subject
easy of apprehension I may divide it into
seven parts, or give it to you under seven
heads, which are these :—

The steadfastness of God.

The steadfastness of God’s word.
Steadfastness in the faith.
Steadfastness before God.
Steadfastness of confidence.
Steadfastness before men.

7. Steadfastness in service.

I.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The word steadfastness is rather a large word.
It is quite the opposite of changeableness. It is
quite the opposite of doubt or uncertainty. It
implies a real definiteness and stamina of character,
such as alone can be derived from the exercise of

simple faith in God.
F
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Without any more preamble I will launch into
the subject. The steadfastness of God is the first
point, and for this I will read Daniel vi. 26: “1I
make a decree that in every dominion of my king-
dom men tremble before the God of Daniel, for He
is the living God and steadfast for ever, and His
kingdom that which cannot be destroyed, and His
dominion shall be even unto the end.”

Perhaps there is nothing that we suffer more from
than the changeableness of our own hearts and of our
friends, and of circumstances, nothing but change
meets our gaze in this scene. The man of fortune,
perhaps without a day’s notice, becomes a pauper.
The strong robust man to-day, is writhing with pain
or may be a corpse to-morrow. That friend who
appeared to be so true to you a week or a month ago,
has now turned round and become your enemy.
That purpose you had in your heart only a few days
ago has been abandoned. How blessed it is in the
midst of all this to turn to One who says, “I the
Lord change not,” and of whom the Scripture says,
He is steadfast for ever. Itis blessed to know, that
whatever else may change—or whoever else may
change—that my God changeth not. He is stead-
fast for ever. And now He says to us, “I call you
not servants, but friends.” He is a Friend to us,
that sticketh closer than a brother.” He wavereth
not.

There is not a greater stay to my own soul in
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this changing scene, than to know that the God of
my salvation is a God, ““ with Whom there is no
variableness, neither shadow of turning.” Such is
thy God, Christian. Are you not delighted to know
it? You have changed many a time. You change
even in your feelings toward Him. Sometimes
those feelings are so acted upon by His grace and
goodness, that your whole soul is heated up till
your heart becomes all aglow with affection to Christ ;
such as only finds expression in songs of praise to
His blessed name.

At other times, perhaps only an hour hence, you
find your heart sink within you. Some evil report
has reached your ears, or some petty circumstance
has changed, and taken effect upon you, until now
you are reduced to a state of feeling before Him
that just borders on murmuring.

But though we change, God never changes toward
us. Daniel’s God is our God—steadfast for ever.
Lay hold of it, dear Christian hearers. You will
not be able to get through the world without it.
Those you love most will perhaps show the greatest
changes toward you. Lay hold of this fact that you
have a God (and you have recourse to Him at any
and every time), who changeth not, who is steadfast
for ever; and whose kingdom is that which shall
never be destroyed; and His dominion unto the
end of the earth.

We are brought into that kingdom that shall
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never be destroyed. Hebrews xii. speaks of a
kingdom which we have received; which cannot
be shaken, that shall never be destroyed. It is
steadfast for ever, like God Himself. What is
this kingdom? It is the kingdom of His dear Son,
into which all are brought who are delivered from
the dominion and power of Satan, and they are
made perfectly at home before Him. This is true
to simple faith now. Are you not at home in the
presence of God? Have you a fear in the holy
presence of God? Surely not, if you give the
honour to the work of Christ that is due toit. As
we have seen on past evenings, we are accepted
before God in all the sweet savour of that whole
burnt-offering—the sacrifice of Christ.

Now I pass on to the steadfastness of God’s word.
Turn to Heb. vi. 13. Here we have the steadfast-
ness of God’s word. That word that brings
salvation to us. Is there anything more precious?
Anything more blessed than to know that God
would make sure to you the salvation preached in
the Gospel? He would not leave you in doubt
about it for a moment. It is His object, as this
chapter shows, to make sure the blessing to His
people ; and I delight to know it comes in where it
does, in this chapter which presents a great difficulty
to so many people ; because they too often mix up
the outward appearance and the outward things of
the Christian religion with the inward realities.
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This chapter is a cause of much stumbling to
hundreds, if not thousands of children of God,
because it mentions a whole list of things that
a man may experience with the profession of
Christianity, and yet at the same time shows that
he may go back into sin and be lost. Then we ask,
Was the man ever saved—ever a child of God?
It does not say so in the chapter.

All the things mentioned here are outward
things of the Christian life, outward profession;
things that may be known outwardly without
the inward reality; hence there is no mention
of the wvitals such as the blood, faith, and life,
mark that, in the whole list given here. But
the three things that perplex souls the most are that
they have tasted the good word of God, and the
power of the world to come, and made partakers of
the Holy Ghost. These are the things that perplex.
How can these things be without conversion? they
think. In the first place, they have tasted the good
word of God. It never says they have eaten it, or
that it has gone home in life-giving power to their
souls.

There are many people around us who know
in some measure the sweetness of the gospel, are
impressed by it, and think it a wonderful gospel,
and actually tell us it is too good to be true. They
get a taste as it were, but they do not take it in,
The power of the world to come has been set before
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them, they feel the power of it. The reality of
eternal things has been known in some measure to
them. I have seen men tremble under the power
of the world to come, and this without really
accepting the gospel. And such people come in
among the people of God, to the meetings, and hear
the gospel preached regularly. They feel the power
of the world to come. They take their place with
Christians by profession for a while and then give
up that profession, thereby showing that they never
had the reality.

Then, partakers of the Holy Ghost simply
means they have been in the assembly of God’s
people, and by profession, part of it, where the
Holy Ghost in all His power is acting, and they have
only been partakers in this outward sense. Made
partakers of the Holy Ghost in this passage is not
equivalent to being sealed by the Spirit, but one
word makes this clear, which the apostle goes on to
say, ‘“ But, brethren, we are persuaded better things
of you, and #Zings that accompany salvation,” show-
ing there may have been all the things mentioned
in this chapter, and yet not the real and vital
accompaniments of salvation.

O ! may we lay hold of the blessed fact that God
desires to make the blessing sure to His people.
Just as He did to Abraham so He would to us. And
bacause He could swear by no greater He sware by
Himself. His word has gone forth from His lips, it
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shall not return to Him void. God has said
the soul that believes in Jesus has got eternal
life, and shall never come into condemnation.
That is enough for simple faith when it comes
as the word of God—faith needs no more for
assurance. Can we put together in the English.
language any words that would show more clearly
to our souls that what God preaches in the gospel
is immutably true, and is steadfast for ever? It
is the work of Christ secures the blessing for us.
It is not even our faith. Faith lays hold of it. It is
the word of the living God that makes sure -to us the
blessing. May we take it in in all its steadfastness.
And what does it become? It becomes the
anchor of the soul. It anchors the soul down
amidst the boisterous winds and waves of this
changing scene. Where does the anchor hold on
to? Itisin the holiest.

A friend tells the story of his being near a
harbour when there was a very rough sea, and
watching with interest the way a vessel was drawn
in. A little boat brought the anchor from the
vessel and made it fast on shore. Then they got
a long rope fastened to the vessel and began to
wind it up, and to pull the vessel in. The anchor
was all right and they were winding towards the
shore by means of the anchor already there. So we
have, as God’s word shows us, Christ there in the
holy place a forerunner. And as surely as Christ is
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there so surely will we be there. Thank God for
the steadfastness of His own word.

The next point is steadfastness in the faith. It
would be impossible in a short address to give all
the passages of scripture that treat of this subject.
The Bible is full of them. Turn to 1 Peter v. 8:
““ Be sober, be vigilant ; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour ; whom resist steadfast in the
faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accom-
plished by your brethren that are in the world.”

Here we are exhorted to be sober, to be vigilant,
because we are in an enemy’s land. But why are
we to be wvigilant in, and steadfast in the faith?
What is ‘““the faith”? It is something more than
just simple faith. ¢ Z%e faith” in the New Testa-
ment is a term that embraces Christianity and
contrasts it with Judaism. It (Judaism) was a
religion of outward ordinances, every part of it
appealed to the senses—the feelings of man. But
Christianity, in contrast to that, is called the faith,
because faith is required to lay hold of all the
wonderful and grand blessings thereof. The one
was a system of ‘“carnal ordinances;” the other a
system of heavenly doctrine, concerning a loving
Saviour and an accomplished redemption. ¢ The
faith,” then, is a term embracing the whole of the
sublime doctrines of our glorious Christianity.
Hence we are exhorted in another epistle to be sound
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in “the faith.” Not only sound in faith as a simple
principle, but sound in ‘the faith,” ze., all the
fundamental doctrines of Christianity. The Epistle
of Jude exhorts us to contend earnestly for “the
faith.”

It is a definite thing, committed to a definite
people at a definite time. Now nothing could
be more simple and more clear than this. It
embraces the whole of the Christian creed (if I may
use the expression), perhaps I had better say the
whole code of Christian doctrine. And I need not
say how necessary it is at the present time that we
should be reminded of the need of being steadfast
in ‘“the faith.” Do you know, there is not a
doctrine set forth in the New Testament—not a
doctrine of Christianity—not a fundamental truth
of the gospel, but what is denied by the devil,
through his emissaries all around us; and the
denial of Christian truth is no longer limited to
those that we know as infidels.

The place of infidel preaching is no longer limited
to the public hall platforms. It rings forth from the
pulpits of our day, and we have need to remind each
other, and stir up each other to steadfastness in the
faith. Itisneeded now-a-days all around us. If I may
use a popular term, “the religious world” has nothing
definite before it ; and some, even Christian ministers,
seem to glory in the fact that they have nothing
definite before them ; they seem to think it a
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mark of learning to be clear on nothing and dubious
about everything ; they seem to think they have got
far, far beyond the Scripture, they have made such
progress that they have left the Scripture far behind.

This is the theology of the day, you may call
it modern theology, the higher criticism, or what
you like, I know very well that avowed criticism
is one great feature of it. It is about all it
can do. It criticises everything that is steadfast,
everything that is true, and seeks to explain it all
away, while it has nothing whatever to offer in the
place of it. It sits in judgment not only upon the
Word of God but even upon God Himself.

So these people begin to tell us, not only that the
Word of God is irreconcilable to moral reason and
sound intellect (for these are their standards of judg-
ment), but they even dare to tell us what is worthy of
God and what is not worthy of God, and if the scripture
reveals anything they consider not worthy of God,
then they say it cannot be true ; and they will deny
it. It is just another form of idolatry. That is,
they make a god of their own, agcording to their
own idea of what God should be, forgetting that
man is fallen and alicnated from God, and not liking
to retain the knowledge of the #zze God.

So this is what we have. Itis alarming. Thousands
of simple Christians are perplexed over this very
thing at the present time ; and those who teach them
have such a subtle, insinuating way of bringing
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forth these doctrines—of instilling doubt into young
souls, till they are so perplexed that they do not
know where to turn, or what to do. Shall we not lift
up our voice, and seek to sound forth the truth of God
in the face of all this? Shall we not seek to stir up
the Lord’s people to steadfastness in the faith? Has
God given us a revelation, or has He not? Am I
going to take the mind of man, the moral sense, or
sound intellect as my guide—my standard of what
1s true or what is false? Then I find myself in
another difficulty directly; because the question
arises, What man, or what class of men, shall I
follow? because they cannot agree among them-
selves as to what we are to receive and what we are
to reject. What one class of men deny, another
class teach, and deny something else.

Thank God, we have our Bibles, in the midst of
such a state of things; and here we have a revela-
tion from God Himself that tells us we are
saved through the blood of the Lamb. People
all around you are denying it. You need to
be steadfast in your maintenance of it. Do not
allow the infidelity that is so popular in the
present day to lead you astray. I do not refer to
profane infidelity, but what we might call Christian
infidelity,—infidelity of professing Christians. Do
not allow it to shake your confidence for a moment,
be steadfast in that which you have learned from
the word of the living God. But I must leave this part
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of the subject—important as it is—we might, indeed,
profitably occupy the whole evening on just one point,
‘““soundness, or steadfastness, in the faith.” Itisa
rare thing now-a-days to find a few people sound in
the faith. Nearly everybody seems weak on some
fundamental point, looking at Christians generally
around. May we be awakened to the alarming fact.

The next point is, “steadfastness before God.”
Turn to Psalm Ixxvii. 8. I am sorry I have not
time to dwell upon this part of the subject as I
would like to do, because of its importance. We
have seen the steadfastness of God, the steadfastness
of His word, the nature of steadfastness in the faith,
steadfastness in all fundamental Christian doctrine.
So that we may not be shaken by any sophistical
reasoning of men around us, but be ready to say,
Let God be true and every man a liar. Now we
come to steadfastness of spirit before God. What
an important thing this is!

He that cometh to God, says another passage,
must believe that He 1s, and a rewarder of
them that diligently seek Him. Another passage
says, ‘““Let not bim that wavereth, think that
he shall receive anything from God.” Now, do
you know what it is to go to God in this
steadfastness of spirit? You have been asking
something of the Lord these last few days. Have
you been steadfast in it before Him? Do not let
us be fickle in our prayers and requests—asking
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something just in a fickle sort of spifit, and turn
away thinking no more about it. We should not
trifle in prayer like this. The children of Israel
were not steadfast in spirit before God, and this is
given as the reason of their sin and failure. I
believe if we are not steadfast in spirit before God,
if we are not steadfast in our dealings with God,
we shall never know what it is to be steadfast before
men.

It is a real thing to go in simple faith and
make known to God our requests—sometimes
it may even be well to be like Jacob, and say, “I
will not let Thee go except Thou bless me,”—He
will not turn you away. In the Gospel of Luke
five times the Lord exhorts His people to prayer,
and three times out of these are exhortations to
importunity of prayer. You have been asking God
to help you to live a life more real, to give you more
separatedness of heart to Christ, have you not?
Friend, be steadfast. If there is one thing I have
prayed for more than another for the last five years,
it is that I might be steadfast before God and before
men. In all your dealings with God do not allow
that fickleness and changeableness, so natural to the
human heart to come in. God wants definiteness.
Now, though I would like to say more on this, we
must go on to steadfastness in confidence.

Turn to Hebrews, and you will see how beauti-
fully it links itself with what we have just been
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saying about steadfastness of spirit before God
(Hebrews iii. 14). Now there is nothing that God
delights in more than the steadfastness of His
people’s confidence. Even among men we honour
and delight in the confidence of our neighbours—
especially amongst our brethren. A well-known
servant of God, who has just left this world and
gone to be with the Lord, who showed some of
this steadfastness, both before God and before
men, said once, when speaking of this simple
trust in God, that he knew a gentleman who one
day got cross with his dog, and in his temper he
threw his stick at the deg, and the dog had such
confidence in his master, that, though the stick was
thrown in temper at him, he picked it up and
brought it to his master; his master was so
softened down that he took the stick and patted
the dog on the neck. Yes—you respect even the
confidence of a dog. It is wonderful, but it is
true, God seeks the confidence of His people.

Now this scripture speaks of holding the
beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the
end; that does not mean that our holding
unto the end, makes us partakers of Christ; but
the holding our confidence steadfast unto the end
shews we are partakers in Christ. There are many
professing Christians, who have not the reality in
their souls ; so we have to add, * By their fruits ye
shall know them;” and the holding of our confidence
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unto the end evidences the fact of our belonging to
Christ, and a convert always begins with simple
confidence in God. Now we should hold that fast.
We often hear people say they had more simple
confidence, less doubt about divine things, when
they were converted than they have now. It
1s because they took the Word of God as the Word
of God. Whereas, since then, they have allowed
the sophistical arguments of men against some
precious truths to have a power (and it is astonishing
how soon they get power over the soul), and their
confidence gets a little shaken.

Hold firm thc beginning of your confidence;
your confidence hath great recompence of reward.
Oh for more simple, sublime, confidence in the
blessed God, it sets the heart at rest in the most
violent storm of circumstances around! You will
never be able to go through circumstances here
for God if you are not above them in the superiority
of faith. You will meet opposition from the most
unexpected quarters, perhaps meet discouragement
where you thought you could make sure of
encouragement. It is blessed to know—to be
above all in the superiority of simple confidence in
God—to know He is for me; that is enough. It
lifts the soul above circumstances, and enables one
to act in the circumstance for God. The secret of
it is holding fast your confidence firm unto
the end.
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Now we come to steadfastness before men ; and 1
will read a verse in the next chapter (Hebrews iv.)
for this, verse 14. Seeing then that we have a great
high priest that is passed unto the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God, let us /%o0/d fast our profession, etc.
Connect this with another verse in chapter x. of
this epistle verse 23. Let us hold fast the profession
of our faith witkout wavering. Now * profession”
1s that which we have assumed here in this world,
profession of Christ, of the gospel—let us hold
it fast, let us be steadfast in it. This is steadfast-
ness before men. I have said, If we do not know
what it is to be steadfast before God, we shall never
know what it is to be steadfast before men. There
is so much to turn us aside, so much party influence,
so much individual influence, so much influence of
circumstances that, if we don’t know what it
is to be steadfast in spirit before God, we shall
never be steadfast through such a conflicting state
of things here.

I have said of late something that I could
not have said truly five or six years ago, I have
said, ¢ Well, thank God, I have ceased to fear man,”
and I honestly say, I don’t know now what it is
to fear man. 1 am fearless, &y t4e grace of God, of
man, though I desire more love than ever to men; but
I cannot say that I am fearless of circumstances, but
I want to be steadfast in my prayers to God, that I
may be kept steadfast even here. Do be fearless
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of man. You will find it is necessary to the testi-
mony, as also to have a fixed purpose in this life of
changing circumstances and friends.

There is a passage in Proverbs that says,
“Keep thy heart with all diligence, let thine
eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look
straight before thee. . . . Turn not to the
right hand nor to the left.” Now we need more
of this real fixedness of heart and purpose that
1s so much lacking among the people of God in the
present day. We are just tossed about by the turn of
the current, instead of going on with real fixedness
of heart doing the Lord’s will. Thereis an American
motto that says, ‘“Make sure that you are right
and then go ahead;” and I would apply this to
ourselves too. First, make sure you are right, don’t
make a mistake there, be steadfast in spirit before
God. See that you have your mind in the exercise
and under the control of His word.

I do not care who the man is, if he has not
got some definite aim in life he will be an unhappy
man. I am sure no one has such a noble aim as
the Christian, let Christ and His glory be the aim
of your life, look straight before you, turn not to
the right hand nor to the left, keep thy fcot from
evil ; then there will be a testimony that will tell
upon men all around. I am not saying you will not
meet with opposition, but I believe that even the
opposers of a servant of ({};od, who has got a definite
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purpose before him, and that purpose to serve Christ
unswervingly, I say, I believe even those that oppose
will be convinced in their own souls that they are
opposing that which is right. The servant of
Christ I have before referred to (I speak of dear
Mr. Spurgeon), was characterized by the steadfast-
ness of which we are speaking and even his
enemies, who have been fighting against him for
years past, are melted to tears by his departure.

They opposed him for years yet they felt the
power of his words, and felt ashamed before the -
steadfastness and stamina of his character. This
is what we need amongst ourselves.

And now I close with a few remarks about
steadfastness in service, for which I quote the
text in 1st Cor. xv. 5§58. “Therefore be ye
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord.” Christian, have you taken
up some little service for Christ? Don’t give
it up lightly. Don’t be weary in well-doing.
Your labour will not be in vain, you will reap
if you faint not. There is a verse in the Psalms
that connects itself with what I have been saying, it
says, ‘‘ He shall not be afraid of evil tidings, his
heart is fixed trusting in the Lord, he shall not be
greatly moved.” O, if we had our hearts fixed
trusting in the Lord, we should not be so easily
moved by the ill-disposed attitude of our brethren,
or the slighting reports of men; it would lead to
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steadfastness in service. We are here for a little
while, presently we shall be gone.

May God in the riches of His grace help us
to occupy the few fleeting days or years we have
here in view of eternity, to live time for eternal gain.
This is possible, dear Christian friends. May God
bless His word to our souls, is the desire of the one
standing before you. I am thoroughly sure of the
lack of this steadfastness in us all, in its different
phases. But I am quite as sure that, where it exists
in the fear of God, where faith is the groundwork
of it, that it is most honouring to God Himself.
But we can rejoice at least in the two points we
began with, that “ God is steadfast,” and His word
is steadfast, that is the groundwork, the immovable
basis on which we stand.
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Philippians iv. 1-17; John xv. 9-16.

OVE, joy, and peace, are the three great
actuating principles of the Christian life.
Love 1is the very origin of Christianity—of
the gospel—there would have been no
gospel, had it not been true that “God is

love.” And this could not have been known to us

apart from the gift of His only begotten Son ; and
in the same way we learn that, “God 1s light.”

These two truths should never, never be separated,

“God is light” and “God is love.” These are not

spoken of as the attributes of God. Righteousness,

holiness, and so on, are the attributes of God, but
these are what God is in Himself—they are most
abstract—and love it is that has called us into
fellowship with Himself and His Son.

It is impossible to live the Christian life without
the exercise of love. No matter what a man does;
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the very best thing—the most heroic deed—in the
eyes of men is nothing before God if divine love is
not the motive spring of it, because then it is
certain that some selfish motive is. 1 Cor. xiii.
makes this perfectly clear; and I am sure it is
impossible to live out practical Christianity as
taught in the Scriptures, apart from this love that
seeketh not her own. Alas! alas! how much we
lose by our selfishness! I hesitate not to say
(paradoxical as the phrase may seem), that we are
losers in proportion as we seek our own, and we
are gainers as we seek the good of others.

There cannot be a richer blessing known to
man than the blessing that flows into the soul
when he does others good, especially when this
1s from the motive that guided Christ in all
that He did; for this imparts a Christ-like
savour, which arises to God in a sweet fragrance.
It is a reproduction of the life of Christ in the
Christian, and this really is practical Christianity.
Christians should be channels of blessing here in
this world ; and if this is to be, the channel, if I
may so speak, must be clear each way. There
must be the supply channel before there can be the
outflow to others. In simple words—there must
be communion with Christ Himself. For really
you cannot give to others except there be this
overflowing of the heart—whether in worship or
service—if it is to be acceptable to God, it is the
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outflow. And then, when filled to the full with the
joy and blessing of God as it flows forth, the supply
still increases—that proverb becomes true in the
Christian’s life (I mean morally), “There are that
scattereth and yet increaseth.”

Have we begun to know yet what real practical
Christianity is? For the most part we seem to
think it is made up of just deliverance from a
dreadful hell ; or a happy place to go to instead of
an unhappy one when we die, and that we are to
make our way through the world doing the best we
can for ourselves. May God open our eyes to see
what losers we are when this is the case. Now, in
John xiv. 27, the Lord says, ‘“Peace I leave with
you, My peace I give unto you.” Two characters
of peace—peace I leave with you. That is the peace
procured by the blood of the cross. When the
Lord left the world He left peace as a legacy to all
who believe. Then He adds, “ My peace give I
unto you.” Here is another character of peace.
This has to do with time and circumstances here ;
the other, with eternity, with conscience, and our
acceptance before God.

Many of us have peace with God as to the
salvation of our souls; and yet when it becomes
a question of circumstances here in this world,
there is nothing but turmoil, and a continual
boiling up in the breast. We do not know what
peace is in the midst of circumstances here. “My
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peace give I unto you.” What is that? It is the
peace that characterized Christ in this world. Did
anything ever. rufle Him? Did anything ever
overbalance Him? At one moment they were
seeking to cast Him down headlong from the brow
of the hill, and He went through the midst of them
and so passed on His way in perfect peace. At
another moment they come to Him saying, “Herod
will kill Thee ;” and He answers, in holy calmness,
“Go tell that fox, Behold I cast out devils, and I
do cures to-day and to-morrow, and the third day I
shall be perfected.” I think we should be a little
upset if we were told the king was going to kill us.
But the secret with our blessed Lord was, as the
psalmist says, “ He shall not be greatly moved, his
heart is fixed trusting in the Lord, he shall not be
afraid of evil tidings.”

The Lord would have us to know His peace.
Peace and joy are twin sisters. They are begotten
together and they live together. Now I want to
dwell a little upon the latter. One would gladly
dwell upon “peace;” it is an immense—a wonderful
subject—Dbut having shown its relation to joy I now
go on to the latter, and I am going to make five
parts of the subject. 1st, The true source of
Christian joy. 2nd, The true nature of Christian
joy. 3rd, The expression of Christian joy. 4th,
The sustenance of joy; and lastly, The hindrances
to the joy.
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Now, what is the true source of the Christian’s
joy? There are many people who think Christi-
anity is a melancholy thing, and that they will have
to give up everything in this world that is happy if
they become Christians. This is the sort of wrong
impression the unconverted around us have of
Christianity. Do you know, dear brethren, I think
we have done a good deal toward giving that
impression, for when we should go about a happy,
rejoicing people, we go in and out amongst our
neighbours with a heavy heart. We meet people
with our heads hanging down, with a morose,
mournful countenance; and if we speak at all,
instead of being in a voice of gracious tone and
kind words with balmy accents, we make some
rude, repulsive sort of expressions that often make
people turn away and say, “I thought that man
was a Christian; I do not call that religion,” and
SO on.

Christianity, beloved friends, is a joyful thing
in its real sense. Joy is one of the greatest
characteristics of it, as we shall see by looking
into a few Scriptures before us.

Now, the Lord Himself is the source of this joy.
The Christian is not dependent upon anything here
in this world for the satisfaction and joy of his
heart. Are you not glad of that? You can turn
away from all around as you say, ‘Change and
decay in all around I see.” And you can turn to
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the blessed Lord Himself and say there is no
change in Him, He is the same yesterday, to-day,
and for ever, and His joy is my joy. This is what
every child of God in communion with Christ can
say.

There is nothing beneath the sun can fill the
cup of the human heart—nothing but vanity and
vexation of spirit all around us. I do not care what
it is—wealth, fame, pleasure, or any other thing
that the hearts of men are seeking, it is all vanity
and vexation of spirit. Solomon says so. What
does he know about it? He knows a little more
than people do who have lived since his day. He
tried it all. He had the capacity to enjoy things
beneath the sun beyond any man before or since.
He had the means to obtain it too. He was in the
position to enjoy them, and his verdict is “all is
vanity and vexation of spirit.” Then he adds,
“What shall the man do that cometh after the
king?” Is there any other man will suck more
honey out of the flowers of this world than Solomon
did? Now, the book of Ecclesiastes shows us the
definite nature and character of everything beneath
the sun.

There, in that book, we find the heart is too large
for the object. There is no object beneath the sun
that can fill the heart of man. When we get to the
Song of Solomon we get the reverse, we find the
object is too large for the heart, for Christ is the



93 Christian Joy.

object, and the heart needs enlargement for the
enjoyment of such an object. And there it is we
find such an expression as this, *“I sat beneath his
shadow with great delight.” You do not find any-
thing like that throughout Ecclesiastes. There the
man is seeking delight and mirth, but never gets it.
Here in the Song of Solomon he says, I sat under His
shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet
to my taste. Christ Himself is the never-failing
source of true Christian joy, and you have a right to
rejoice in Him ; He belongs to you with all that He
has—all His glory, His power, His grace. You can
say, Jesus is mine and I am His. You have some-
thing worth rejoicing in now —

‘ Thou treasure inexhaustible,

Thou source of true delight,

‘What care I for the world’s applause
Or for its diamonds bright ?

More prized by far one smile from Thee
Than all earth holds most dear,

I want for nothing man can give,
For I have Jesus here;

Yes, yes, this loved one is my own,;
Can any richer be;

For all He is and all He has,
All, all belongs to me."

What a source of joy is yours, dear Christian.
He loves you with an unchanging love. You are
the object of His solicitude; and He desires that
you should be filled with joy. I do not know a more
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blessed expression, showing the rich grace of Christ,
than this one that I have read in John xv. We
find the Lord is felicitating joy to His people.
““ These things have I spoken unto you that My joy
might remain in you and that your joy might be
full.” Think of that, Christian. Jesus desires your
joy to be full, and He tells you the way it may be
brought about. Love, as we have seen, is the
secret of it all, and He commands us to love one
another, to abide in Him, etc., and by obedience to
these our joy becomes full—by making His joy
ours.

“That My joy might remain in you, and that
your joy might be full.” When the Lord was here
on earth He found no joy in this world. We find
Him at one time, looking around upon the hard-
hearted Pharisees, sighing deeply in His spirit. At
another moment we find him ZJooking up, rejoicing
in His spirit, and saying, “I thank Thee, O Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and revealed
them unto babes.”

Heaven was the source of His joy. On earth
He was the Man of sorrows—His acquaintance
was grief. The world has been full of sorrow
since the day that God drove out the man, and
sald, In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days
of thy life. Therefore, when Christ came into it,
He came as the Man of sorrows. But heavenly
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regions are now opened up as the true source
of the Christian’s joy. There is He who was once
the Man of sorrows, but now the Man of joy at
God’s right hand.

I pass on to the second point, which is the
character of joy; but these two aspects really go
- together. The character of the joy, being derived
from heaven, is heavenly joy. It is deep in its
tone. It is not that mere effervescent thing we
see in men around us, who talk about being
jolly. It is not that effervescent thing found in the
ball-room, the theatre, the exhibition, or the
sporting field. All these things are only witnesses
to the craving in the heart of man, and witnesses to
the fact that he that drinketh of this water shall
thirst again. But the true nature of Christian joy
is deep in its tone. The world does not give it,
nor can the world take it away.

There is a verse in 1 Peter 1. 8, which reads thus:
“In whom, though now ye see Him not, yet,
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full
of glory.” That is—I do not see Christ with my
natural eyes, but I lay hold of Him by simple faith.
It does not say ‘““having” believed, but elicving—
it is continuous. I behold Him by faith. 1
become filled with joy. The character of that
joy is deep—it is full of glory. Mark the expres-
sion—joy unspeakable and full of glory. What
is the secret of it? It is occupation of heart



Christian Joy. 10t

with Christ where He 1s. Do you know what it
i1s, Christian, to be filled with the joy that is of
such a nature that you cannot tell it out to
others? All you can say is, Well, thank God
I am happy. I have a portion—yea, I have a
Person in whom I may and do rejoice. As to
the real character and tone of the joy, you cannot
tell it out—it is ineffable. And as if it were not
enough to say that the joy is ineffable, the Scripture
goes on to say—‘“and full of glory.” You get no
joy like that among men. No, it is only in Christ.
It is a holy, a heavenly, an unutterable joy, and
full of glory.

Then, as to the expression of Christian joy, there
are—I was going to say ten thousand ways in which
it will come out. We will note a few of them in the
Epistle to the Philippians. It is pre-eminently the
epistle of joy. You find the word joy or rejoice no
less than 16 or 17 times in those four short chapters.
This shows indeed that the Christian’s experience
should be filled—crowded—with joy, and joy of the
character of which we have been speaking. The
first expression of it is praise to our God. It is
this that fills the heart with holy melody. You
cannot sing unless you are joyful—especially to sing
in the heart. I am not much of a singer myself.
I wish I could sing better. However, although you
may not be able to sing much with your lips, yet
there 1s not a Christian but what can make melody
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in his heart to the Lord. You cannot do that
without divine joy.

Then we find, in the apostle it found expression
in praying for others. So he says—I have made
request for you with joy. Do you know what it is
to pray for God’s people with joy. I think we know
very little of it. O, how much better it would be if,
instead of running about with reports. about our
brethren—about the Lord’s people—any of His
people, no matter where they are—I do not mean
the few brethren within the circle that we call,  our
fellowship ”—but brethren generally ; all who are
saved by the blood of Christ—united to Christ—
the living head in heaven. For when the Lord says,.
“ A new commandment I give unto you that ye love
one another,” it does not say it in a sectarian spirit,
I am sure. Without going into the state of things
as they exist now, I am sure the Lord means we
should love all who belong to Him, and that this
love should be shewn in whatever Godly way we
can express it. So when I speak of our conduct
among brethren I mean the whole family. Would
to God there were more of the family character
amongst us !

The apostle here rejoices in the preaching
of Christ by others; even though by contention
or in a spirit of opposition to him, he says, Christ
is preached, and I will rejoice in it. Then in
the beginning of the 2nd chapter he says as it
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were, If you want my joy to be full, then be ye
of one mind. To see you of one mind fills me with
joy. “Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-minded.”
Now we often talk of one-mindedness, and I think
sometimes in a most selfish way. We often say,
well we ought to be of one mind, let us try to be of
one mind, and I think the only thought we have is
to get others to be of the same mind as ourselves ;
and if they are not, we sometimes carry it so far as to
say we will have no fellowship with them.

Now, here in this chapter the apostle desires that
we should be like-minded to Christ. Christ’s mind is
the standard, not mine or yours, or that of a brother
of the very highest attainment. I am sure if we are
occupied with Him who is filled with bowels of
mercies and kindness (mark the expression, it is
like-mindedness to One whose inward spring of
action i1s mercy and kindness, that the apostle here
desires), there will be grace and forbearance with
those who cannot think just as we do in every
detail ; as there is in the heart of Christ towards
us, though we are often so cold in heart towards
Him, and stray so far from Him ; and nothing will
bring about like-mindedness to each other so effect-
ually as like-mindedness to Christ—to have the
bowels of mercy and compassion of Jesus Christ.
It gives the apostle joy to see the saints like-minded
to Christ.

Further down in the chapter we are told,
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even if he (the apostle) is offered up on the
sacrifice and service of their faith—if he falls a
martyr in his service to them—he says, ze., I
will rejoice in that. O, but would not they be
sorry if the apostle should fall a martyr through
serving them? They need not be, so he says
directly—for which cause also ye joy and rejoice
with me. A divine joy in the heart was the secret
of all this. And in this same chapter we read of a
man whose name was Epaphroditus—he was in the
assembly at Philippi, a bright rejoicing assembly
who had fellowship in the gospel from the moment of
their conversion, till the time the apostle wrote to
them. And there in that assembly was a desire to
send some help to the apostle Paul, but how could
they get it there ? There were no mails and steamers
such as we have in the present day, not even coaches
such as there were two or three hundred years ago.
They wanted to get help to the apostle at Rome—
how could they get it there ?

They were willing to give, but the question
was how to get it there, and Epaphroditus, one
who loved the Lord Jesus Christ, loved His
servant too, and loved the work of the gospel,
came up and said, I will go, I will take it.
What, Epaphroditus ! will you undertake a journey
of 700 miles? Are you prepared for that? You
can only go part of the way by water, you will have
a long part of the way to tramp. Will you under-
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take such a journey? Yes, I will go. O, but it
might kill you. Never mind, I wont regard my life ?
So he set off to the apostle and reached him, and
the journey nearly killed him. He was nigh unto
death when he got there. And was he not sorry for
it—sorry that he had undertaken the journey?
Read the end of the chapter at your leisure, and see
if it wont stir your hearts. He was sorry. But what
for? Lest the Philippians should hear that he had
been sick; and then they would reproach them-
selves for allowing him to go.

Here the Spirit of Christ comes out so beautifully.
And divine joy in the soul is the secret of it all.
So chapter iii. goes on exhorting the saints to
rejoice in the Lord, and so does chapter iv.

But I must pass on, and dwell a little upon
the sustenance of Christian joy. We have said,
the Lord Himself is the source of it, and He
Himself is the sustainer of it too. Only iz ws
it is sustained by the principle of simple faith, faith
which lays hold of Christ, and rests in Him at all
times. Hence we may say, communion, abiding in
Christ, is the real sustenance of divine joy. Joy is
seen in the very countenance the moment a man is
converted.

When I was preaching in Worcestershire a few
years ago, and was having some successful meetings,
at which souls were' getting converted, after the
first few nights I got Ha gentleman in whom
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I was very interested, but who had been -careless
about his soul, to come into the meeting. He
sat down just before me. In the first part of
the meeting he was sobbing bitterly ; but at the
latter part the tears were wiped away, and his
countenance began to glow, and after the meeting
he went home rejoicing in the Lord. Here is the
beginning of divine joy. It is a joy of such a
character that cannot be known any other way—by
any other means. If he had had the largest
fortune left him that could be left to any man, he
could not have known the character of joy that he
had that night by the reception of Christ.

Well, now, it is often said, I have lost myjoy. That
joyis gone. I knew it when I was first converted. 1
often long for more of that verdant freshness of joy
—that fresh, powerful joy I knew when I was first
converted. Should this joy cease? It should go
on, beloved; it should increase; it should grow,
and become deeper. It may not be so demonstra-
tive, but it will be deeper in tone. How did you
get the joy in the first place? By the reception of
Christ ; the first acquaintance with Him filled your
heart with joy. Then, if such be the case, what
must it be to go on growing in grace and in the
knowledge of Himself! The more I learn of Him,
the more I shall know of the joy. Soitis. Com-
munion with Christ is the sustenance of Divine

Joy.
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If you have lost your joy, it is because you
have ceased to enjoy His company. You have
ceased to go on having “a little talk with Jesus ;”
going on without interchange of thought with
Christ—called in the Scripture, ‘abiding in Him.”
Don’t have any reserved corners in your heart from
Christ. That is communion. Then you will be
filled with joy. You will say then, My joy is of a
deeper tone. Thank God, I can say honestly my
joy to-night, as I stand before you, is deeper than it
was 18 years ago, when I was converted. Quite a
youth then, I went home fresh, bright, and happy ;
and as soon as I got into the house I said, I’'m
converted, thank God for that; I was full of joy.
At the same time, I thank God to-night that the joy
in my soul is deeper than it was that night.
And it is communion with Jesus that sustains this
joy in the soul.

Then, if you don’t want to lose your joy, go
on learning of Christ. You need not get occu-
pied with your joy. Nothing makes people mrore
wretched than self-occupation in any shape or
form. If you want to be distracted, look around;
if you want to be miserable, look within; to be
happy, look above. When you cease to be
occupied with Christ, self becomes the object,
and you will very soon become impoverished
in soul.

Let us pass on for a few moments to the latter
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part of our subject, viz., Hindrances to Christian

Joy-
Now, if you have lost your joy, what has taken
it away? “0O,” you say, ‘it is trying circum-

stances, the cares of this life; you do not know
what cares I have had, what trials and troubles.”
You may have had trials and troubles, indeed I
know you have, and I should pity you as a Christian
if you had not. At the same time, I do not believe
that trying circumstances must necessarily take
away your joy. Read a verse in 2nd Corinthians,
7th chapter. At the time this scripture was
written the Apostle was tried indeed. Even the
Corinthians, amongst whom he had laboured for
two whole years, were now denying his apostle-
ship. But in the midst of it all he can say in verse
4, “Great is my boldness of speech toward you;
great is my glorying of you ; I am filled with comfort;
I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation.” Do
not say that tribulation must rob you of your joy.
Look at the apostle again, and another Christian
man with him—Silas, in the gaol at Philippi, with
smarting backs, feet fast in the stocks, and in a dark
dungeon—a melancholy position in itself, yet I
hesitate not to say they were the two happiest men
in the world that night. They prayed and sang
praises to God, until the foundations of the prison
were shaken, and their prayer and praise resulted
in the conversion of the gaoler and his house.



Christian Joy. 109

Do not say that circumstances necessari/y hinder
joy.

But I do not want to be one-sided, the cares
and trials of this life, as also the pleasures, may
be used of Satan to turn the heart away from -Christ.
It is turning from Christ to occupation with circum-
stances around us, instead of retaining His company
and thus securing His comfort, makes the joy go.
Divine joy is not dependent upon circumstances.
Its source is Christ in heaven, therefore whatever
my circumstances here are, I may go on rejoicing
in Christ, if only in communion with Himself.- Only
keep Him with you in the fire and it cannot burn
you.

But trials and troubles are real things, stern
facts. I fancy I hear you say ; yes, they are. The
speaker knows something about it. But, my friends,
let me ask, are not the love of God, the power of
God, His tender compassion, His mercies and loving-
kindness stern facts too? Of course theyare. Let us
then, by simple faith, lay hold of Him ; then we
shall be able to say, like the prophet Habakkuk,
““Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall
fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the olive shall
fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock
shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no
herd in the stalls: yet T will rejoice in the Lord, I
will joy in the God of my salvation. The Lord God
1s my strength.”
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Thank God, whatever Satan can rob us of, he
cannot rob us of Divine joy. You may take
away the Christian’s property, you may take
away his life if you like, you may beat Him, you
may thrust him into prison, and make his feet
fast in the stocks, yet he will be happier there than
the king on the throne, under whose authority the
thing is done,

Now then, there are¢ real hindrances to Chris-
tian joy. But they are such hindrances as have
to do with the state of one’s own soul. Then
see Lo it beloved, that you are kept near individually
to Christ. Guard the condition of you. own soul
in selfjudgment before Him. Feed upon Him,
bathe your soul in His own word; then you
will be made to triumph in the midst of all
the adverse circumstances that would otherwise
drag your soul down and make you sink beneath
the surging waves. May we know more, what
it is in the present state of things, to be above
them all in the superiority of faith—that we
may joy in the Lord. This joy finds expression in
service too.

One complaint against the children of Israel in
Deuteronomy says, * Because ye served not the
Lord with joyfulness and gladness of heart.,” It
does not say they did not serve the Lord—but
they did not do so with joyfulness and gladness of
heart. Let us go on our way rejoicing. Let us, by
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the rich grace of our God, decide from this night to
be more real and true, for (though I do not exactly
believe in vows), yet I do believe in holy dependent
resolutions before God. 1 believe in going to God
with fixedness of heart and purpose, and saying, “1
am determined by Thy grace and help (without which
I can do nothing) to live more devoted to Christ
and His cause,” and thus earnestly seek grace to
support the resolution, and I believe God will honour
it, that is, if you do it with a sense of weakness in
yourself, and dependence upon Him. May we know
more of this.




VI.

“IRiver that Floweo from Weneath
the Temple.”

Ezekiel xlvii, 1-12,

—_— Ct———

E have often observed that you cannot
say of any particular scripture that it
means just this one thing, and no more
—nothing else. The scripture has
various bearings. Some passages have

an historical, a typical, a prophetical, and even

an illustrative bearing. We may legitimately use
the scriptures in this way. For instance: No one
would say that the incidents of the Lord’s life, the
miracles which He wrought, are given us in the
scripture just for the historical account of them.

Each of those miracles serves as an illustration of

something greater, and they are nfended to serve as

such.
Take the cleansing of the leper, the giving
sight to the blind, especially to the two blind men
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by the way side, the casting out of devils. All these
are beautifully illustrative of the way God cleanses
sinners from their sins, opens the eyes of blind
and guilty men, and delivers man from the power
of Satan. So here in this scripture before us we
have what we might call a primary application, which
is literal, that is, there will be a literal river flowing
from under the temple which will be built in Pales-
tine at the beginning of the millennium, and the
waters will issue from under that temple, and deepen
as they run toward the east; into the desert, and
into the Dead Sea. A seain which nothing can live
at the present time. But when these waters from
beneath the temple reach that sea the waters will be
healed immediately, and fish of every kind will live
as well in the Dead Sea as in the Great Sea, or
Mediterranean, which is so noted for fish. I am
about to use the prophetic account as a type of
something more near, and perhaps more dear to
ourselves.

We begin with waters issuing from beneath the
sanctuary—beneath the throne of God—from His
very presence. What a beautiful type we have here
of the water of life which issues now from the pre-
sence of God, and flows forth into a desert world,
life-giving and fructifying (as we shall see) wherever
it goes! But I want especially to mark the stages of
progress here, after first speaking a little of the
obtaining of the life.
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The waters of life low now from the presence of
God. The throne of God is turned into a throne
of grace by the sacrifice of Christ; and now that
throne, which must have been for us a throne of
judgment, is turned into a throne of real blessing.
And from the presence of God—from the right side
of the altar (for the altar is the ground of it all)—
flows forth this river of life.

Now the first thing for us is the possession of this
life. How is it to be possessed? We get it just in the
way the Lord Jesus Christ makes known in John iv.
He speaks of it as a gift. Water is often used as a
figure of the word of God in its cleansing and life-giv-
ing power, and in John iv. the Lord speaks of eternal
life as the gift of God under the figure of living
water. So He said to this poor, thirsty woman:
“If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that
saith to thee, Give Me to drink, thou wouldst have
asked of Him, and He would have given thee living
water.” Then He goes on to describe the character
of this water. It is a water that satisfies. It is a
water that becomes a well within the soul. It is
eternal life planted within the soul of man as a free
gift from God Himself. This is the first thing in
connection with this water. We must have it—we
must be made the recipients of it—before we can
live it out, and we receive it as a free gift consequent

upon the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
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Now we have got life in the true sense of the
word from the presence of God, and we should go
on now to live that life. We are in it, and though at
first it may only reach our ankles, yet we are in it.
The prophet measures a thousand cubits ; and the
water is up to the ankles. The first thing affected
by this life is #4e walk. 1t is no use for any one to
say they have eternal life, if it does not affect their
walk, because this is the way the life comes out. If
you have got the life, you should live it. So the
apostle says, “If ye live in the Spirit, walk in the
Spirit,” for what we have here is life in the power of
the Spirit of God. Walk in the living power of the
life which you have. This is what God looks for,
and this is what men look for, intuitively. If you
profess to be a Christian ; men look for a change in
the walk, a change in the life, and different conduct
altogether. It is the most convincing thing in this
day of infidelity. These are days when words are
worth but little. There is a confusion of tongues,
a host of conflicting theories all around, and if we
want to bear a testimony for the Lord Jesus Christ,
if we want to exalt our blessed and glorious Christi-
anity, it must be by our conduct. We must
commend the truth by our lives.

And the greatest philosopher or the most advanced
theologian cannot question that. He may speculate
and descant upon your theory, upon your doctrine,
he may seek to gainsay it; he may bring all his
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learning, all his research, all the power of his intellect
to bear upon it, until you may become so perplexed
that you do not know what to do, and may not be
able to maintain it before him—but when the
Christ-like life is lived out in the walk down here,
the greatest philosopher and theologian can say
nothing against it. What can they say to the
graces of Christ; however much they may be
against the truth of Christ. Only let a man go
forth and live the graces of Christ, such as are
implied in the words, ‘“resist not evil ;” “if a man
smite you on one cheek, turn to him the other;”
““in all meekness, gentleness, and longsuffering,
forbearing and forgiving one another.”

What can the infidel or the erroneous theologian
say toallthis? They can onlyadmireit. It wassaid
5o or 6o years ago by a man who did not believe
in Christianity, whose words are still in print, and
who is considered one of the greatest philosophers
of the day, concerning a young man who became
well known in the Christian cause and conflict after.
“I never saw Christianity in practice till I set eyes
on that man. I had reasoned effectually against
the theory of Christianity for some years, but when
I set eyes on that man, who would lay aside his
respectability and dress himself up in a shabby suit
of clothes in order to get to the Irish peasantry
with thé Gospel because they were prejudiced
against the ministers, I seemed to have no more to
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say.” Such is the substance of what this gentleman
said concerning a young minister who lived Christ as
well as preached Him. He would go on with his
Bible and bundle of tracts to those poor and needy
souls who would not be likely to hear the Gospel
by any other means. He was really living Christ
and not only professing Him. This is what we
need in the present day.

We are so prone to be given over to certain
theories, or to be brought under the influence
of certain parties, and so in this way, unwillingly
it may be, find ourselves bound to maintain cer-
tain party dogmas, rules, and regulations. Nothing
is more impoverishing to the souls of God’s
people. O that we could persuade one another
of the mischief of such party influence and
sectarianism, as our hearts are often enslaved, un-
wittingly and unwillingly, to. We need to face
things, and exercise our own judgment upon what
God Himself has said ; with the sense of dependence
upon Him, which He will honour. And if you
would be fearless and independent of man, you
must know what it is, in a true and real sense, to
fear God and to be truly dependent upon Him.

I am not speaking against sound doctrine. I
would spend the few days that the Lord gives me
down here in the maintenance of sound doctrine.
I have already spent part of my time in the defence
and propagation of it, according to the ability the
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Lord has given. I have said before the doctrines
of Christianity have to do with the person of Christ
Himself.. Guarding His dignity, setting forth the
value and efficacy of His finished work, and the
awful results of rejecting the Gospel on the part of
those who die in their sins. But these are real,
eternal, and living truths ; when known in power
in the soul, they affect the whole life and conduct.

If we want to be more practical, more devoted,
more earnest, more zealous, it can only be by living
in the power of this life, living in the spirit, and
walking in the spirit ; and then it is that all the
blessed fruits of the spirit, as enumerated in Gala-
tians v., will adorn our lives. If you want those
blessed fruits, if you would have your life adorned
with them you must live and walk in the spirit.
You cannot bring forth such fruits by trying to do
so. How can they be brought forth? By abiding
in Christ. Then these blessed virtues become
spontaneous.

The Christian life is not made up of legality. It
is not that I abstain from this and that by rigid
rule, and do this and that by legal effort ; no, that
is not proper Christianity. But if I live in the
enjoyment of the presence of Christ, and the life I
possess from Him is nourished by Himself, and so
lived out in this world, all that I do is fruit. I
serve Him because I cannot help it. It is not
because it is my duty, that is a low idea of the
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Christian life.  What should we say of a wife who
only cooked her husband’s dinner out of a sense of
duty? A servant would do that. Noj; it is the
power of love in the soul. The power of love to
the person that makes me his willing slave. It is
the only thing the life delights in, and this, beloved
hearers, is practical Christianity. Then the ankles,
that is the walk, is the first thing affected by this
life.

And he measured another thousand cubits, and
the water was up to the knees. We get another
stage of progress here. This brings us to prayer
and worship; and so the young convert when he
gets the life the first thing is to walk in that life,
and the very next thing you find is that he is a
worshipper. The Father seeketh such to worship
Him. And so the convert who walks in the power
of the life that he has, becomes a worshipper.
There is progress. As we go on living in the power
of this life we get deeper and deeper into it, if I
may so speak, in the power of the spirit. And it
should be so—we ought not to stand still—indeed
we cannot, if we are not going forward we shall be
going backward.

I have been in a rowing boat sometimes
pulling against the current, and I have not found
that when I left off pulling the boat stood still,
but began to go back again directly. So it is with
the Christian life, if you are not pressing forward
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you will be going back. And the way to press
forward is to get deeper and deeper into this blessed
life that flows from the presence of the Lord, not to
live a poor grovelling life here on the earth—
grovelling after the white and yellow earth of this
poor terrestrial scene.

Brethren, let it be known around that we
have a higher and nobler object in life than any
thing that can be presented beneath the sun.
Let it be seen that we have truer and more
lasting riches than the gold, silver, and treasures of
this passing world. That we have an unfading
crown of glory that makes all the fame of this
scene sink into utter insignificance before it. O
how blessed when the great concern of our lives
is an eternal concern, when the object for which we
are living is of infinite value! And I pity the man
who has not got some object in life. The most
wretched man you can find is the one without some
sort of an object in life. It may be gold, it may be
fame, it may be pleasure; but man must have
some object. The Christian’s object should be
the glory of Christ. There is nothing so noble as
this. Angels value it; I was going to say they envy
us of having such an object in such a scene.

But we have got into the life, I trust, thus far up
to our knees ; we are worshippers before God. So
John iv. again shows that the one who has the life
has in him a well which springs up into everlasting
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life. Here we get worship. Thus the life I receive
from Christ springs up again to Him. Water will
always find its level; so I get the life from the
presence of God. It flows forth from Himself, the
One who is at His right hand ; it becomes a well in
me ; then it overflows and springs up to everlasting
life, to the source from whence it came. How does
it go back again? It goes back again in praise,
adoration, and true worship. That is how this life
springs up to its heavenly level again.

But there is something more than just a channel,
if I may so speak, through one. There is a well
within. Christian, are you going about in this world
to wring out a draught for your thirsty soul? Surely
you do not know what it is to have a well within.
The Christian who has got this life, and every true
Christian has, is independent of the world, with all
its joys and pleasures. The Lord said to the
woman, He that drinketh of this water shall thirst
again. The Lord took the well there as a figure of
the pleasures of this scene, as He takes water as the
figure of life from the presence of God. That is
the water that He would give.

People talk now-a-days about seeing life, and so
on, and their only idea of it is to draw from this
well the pleasures of #47s world : they do not know
of any other. The Lord says, “ You will thirst
again.” So it is; the more people drink, the more

the thirst becomes augmented. The well is deep.
I
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There are people who work hard for six days to get
a draught—if I may so say—out of this deep well.
It takes six days to get two or three hours of what
they call pleasure on Saturday, and they are as
thirsty, or rather a little more thirsty, after it.
Money which it has taken months to earn may be
spent for vain pleasure in a few hours. This well
is deep, and the water is unsatisfying. That is the
nature of this water. But the Lord contrasts the
water that flows from the presence of God with
¢ this water.”

And with a well within you, Christian, are you
going to the world for your enjoyment? Are you
going to the world to satisfy your heart? Surely it
is because the channel has become blocked. There
is not a free flow from the holy presence of God into
your own soul, or you would not wish to go to the
world’s table. The world has its table spread with
all its dainties, everything that may be called
pleasure or amusement, with all the witty inventions
of men, and now-a-days some men spend greater
part of their time in inventing pleasures to amuse
others.

But the Christian has got a table spread too,
spread in the presence of our enemies, spread with
all the dainties of heaven, with all the good things
of the land.

In Jeremiah we find that the children of Israel
turned away from the fountain of living waters, and
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hewed out for themselves cisterns that held no
water. And that is what Christians do now when
they turn away from Christ. And in the same
scripture we are told they turned away from all the
good of theland, a land flowing with milk and honey.
Now, Christian, we have our table spread with all
the good of the land. Iam not now speaking of the
Lord’s table, the “sacrament” as people call it, or
the Lord’s supper. I am speaking of the table
mentioned in Psalm xxiii. He has spread a table
for me in the presence of mine enemies. that is, He
has given me a rich provision in the presence of all
who despise His name.

We should let the world know we have such
a provision, and we are independent of the
pleasures of sin, which are as transient as the
morning vapours, which leave the soul more
barren and thirsty than it was before they were
partaken of. Well, I trust you know what it is to
have got into this river, into this life, so far that you
are worshippers here to-night.  All Christians should
be worshippers. As we have seen, *“ The Father
seeketh such to worship Him.”

I have observed that Christianity has to do with
a person; and so has worship. We worship the
Father in spirit and in truth. People talk about
places of worship, and we are so local in our-ideas
that it is difficult to avoid this ; so limited that we
get occupied with a certain place of worship and
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cannot think of worship outside it, and like the
woman of Samaria say—*‘‘ You say that is the place
of worship. We say, this is the right place,” and so
on. The Lord would settle that question for us if
we would allow Him as He did for the woman.

He said—*Woman, ée/zeve Me.” 1If you are going
to listen to what people around say as to places of
worship, you will be in a complete muddle. But
beliecve Me. Then He makes a clean sweep of all the
places. She did not expectit, butsoitis. He says—
“The hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.”
The only recognised places of worship God ever had
on the earth were a tabernacle in the wilderness, after-
wards at Shiloh, and the temple at Jerusalem. But
now the Lord shows that these places are owned no
longer, and they that worship the Father shall
worship in spirit and in truth. Here God the
Father is brought before us as the object of worship.
You must know Him as your Father in order for
true and spiritual worship.

If it be a question of a place, it is heaven. Our
place of worship is where our priest is. We may
need places of convenience, and it does not matter
whether it is a grand fabric or a barn; or, if the
weather permit, we could worship the Father in
spirit and 1in truth as well in the green fields. But
let us pass on.

He measured another thousand cubits, and now
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the water is up to the loins. Here we have some-
thing else. As you go on in the enjoyment
of this life; as you get deeper into the river
you begin to buckle up your loins to serve
Him. The life flows forth in service as well as
springing up in worship. So in John vii. the Lord
says: ‘“ He that believeth.” Mark, it is continuous.
It is not he that has believed, but ¢ he that believeth
on Me,” as the scripture hath said, ‘“Out of His
belly shall flow rivers of living water.” He shall be
a channel of blessing. The life he now possesses
shall be active toward others, and he will go forth
in the power of this life and stand up before the con-
gregation, or go to one soul; or he will speak to his
brother as Andrew did to Peter, and the waters of
life will begin to flow forth. God is the source of
it. The Spirit of God is the power of it; but the
life-giving words may flow from your lips, and be
carried home to the heart and conscience of the
poor sinner, and the sinner be brought into this life
that you already possess.

Have you got so far into the river? Have
your loins been affected? Are you here in
this world girded for service to the Lord Jesus
Himself—and service, mark you, in the power
of this life? It is not merely service out of a sense
of duty. It is not merely service in obedience to a
law. It is service in the power of the life that I
possess in Himself. O to get more deeply into the
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enjoyment of this life! And I am sure, beloved,
then it will come out in worship, and it will flow
forth in service. If we are poor worshippers and
poor servants, it is because we are not in the power
of the life we possess. If we are cold, dead, and
formal, it is because this life is not cultivated
within us—not fed and nourished on the true bread
of life. But I want to say a few words about the
next stage, as it is the best.

He measured another thousand cubits, and the
waters were too deep to cross over—waters to swim
in. Now as you get on in this life, as you begin to
explore the character, the nature,—the sphere of the
life, as well as the source of it, you become lost in
wonder, lost in love and in praise. You cannot
bottom it. It is unfathomable to you. There are
depths you cannot know. If I may so speak, we are
now brought to Ephesians iii., where the apostle
prays that Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith,
and we, being rooted and grounded in love, may be
able to comprehend with all saints everywhere, the
heights, and depths, and lengths, and breadths, and
to know the love which passeth knowledge. Here
is where we are now, thoroughly bathing ourselves
in a fathomless ocean of life and love. Note the
expressions in that 3rd of Ephesians. There are
heights, depths, lengths and breadths. I am brought
into an infinitude of blessing. There are heights
unattainable, depths unfathomable, lengths and
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breadths unexplorable. We are brought into the
counsels of God, deep and wise as unfolded in the
first three chapters of the epistle to the Ephesians.
Heights, depths, lengths, and breadths of all the
rich grace and blessing the gospel has brought us
into, and to know the love which passeth knowledge.
Here we have infinitude again. It is a peculiar
expression, what does it mean? That I am to know
something that is unknowable. It means that I
know the love, but I do not know its measure. In
-more simple words, I know that Christ loves me,
but I do not know how much He loves me, and
that is a blessed thought. The measure of His love
passes knowledge. No matter how deep my sense
of the love of Christ, His love is greater—stronger
than my highest conception of it.

The apostle John had a very great conception
of the love of Christ—but there is more love in
that heart than John ever knew — for it passeth
knowledge. Such is the love of Christ to all His
people. Have we got thus far into this blessed
life which is given to us, out of the presence of
God, from the right side of the altar? Let us
ask ourselves. Have we plunged as it were into
the life, until we find it a fathomless ocean, a
river that cannot be passed over—a river to swim
in? And this should be the state of the Christian
now—bathing himself, as it were revelling in the
wondrous unfoldings of the counsels of God con-
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cerning a redeemed people. And you will very soon
find if you come to the blessed truth of God, where
all the good things of the land are spread before you.
You will, I say, soon find yourself in a beatitude
beyond expression, and a. state of ecstasy such as
expresses itself in holy veneration ; which leads you
to say, “ Well, how wonderful! whether I look this
way, that way, or the other way I see nothing but
rich, rich blessing, and all mine in Christ Jesus.”

Have you got to this stage? There are many
Christians who have not, even those who may have
got into the river up to their loins, and they are
perhaps serving the Lord in the power of this life
with a sense of His love ; but they have not found
that the river of life in which they find themselves
by the grace of God is fathomless, that is, they have
not reached its fathomless depths, that they may
swim and bathe their souls in the rich unfoldings
of His counsels ; and that all that this life involves
is theirs, and theirs for present enjoyment by faith.
Don’t think that we have to wait till we get home
to heaven before we can enjoy the life we have, and
the blessings that are ours. Granted, our joy shall
be more full and unalloyed there. But by simple
faith it is our privilege to enjoy the life with all its
blessing now.

If there is one thing I value more than another
for my own soul, it is what I call spiritual enjoy-
ment. Enjoyment of the truth of God; for it
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is something to enjoy as well as to know. If
you want your soul to grow fat, beloved, dwell in
His presence—swim, if I may so speak, in this
river, that is, live in the atmosphere of the blessings
that accrue to the life which you possess. There
may be conflict and turmoil all around, there may
be much that would intrude itself. But in the
power of simple faith let your heart lay hold of
Christ.  Place full confidence in Him, and you
will then find you have a heart at leisure from all
the distracting influences of present things to serve
Him. May we know more what it is to live in this
holy atmosphere—the presence of our God.

Just another word or two. You will find the
next paragraph gives us this river still flowing
forth in all its life-giving and fructifying power. So
there are trees on either side of the banks of the
river. And as the river goes forth into the Dead
Sea the waters are healed. 1 believe this carries us
on in a very special way to the millennium, when
this river of life shall spread and go forth to all the
nations, and every one from the lowest to the
highest shall know the Lord. And the world at
enmity against God—the dead world—with no life
toward God, shall be made to live before Him in
that glorious day.

Meanwhile, the life is flowing over this barren,
thirsty, wilderness world, and one here, and another
there, are made to drink of its waters; and to go
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on in the power of this life, to press on through
all the stages of progress that are figuratively
illustrated in the picture that has been before us
this evening.

God grant that we may know more of the reality
and power of what we have been saying, in our
inmost souls, in such a manner as would affect our
outward life before men. And O! who can
describe this, the blessedness of the fact, that you
have got a life capable of enjoying God? We joy
in God. Such is the fulness of His salvation, the
power, the purity of the life which we possess,
that we are made so at home in the presence of
God, that we can enjoy Him.




VI1I,

Daul’s Journey to IRome:
[ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE CHURCH'S HISTORY.

Acts xxvii,

—ti —

S thing in this wonderful description of
<zo.' Paul's journey to Rome, with all its

romance, beyond the mere account of the
events—something for us to gather from the narra-
tive—some special lessons. Just as the incidents
and miracles of the Lord’s life afford illustrations
and real figures of some greater and more perma-
nent blessing than that secured by the miracle
itself, which we have before shown. But perhaps,
with this passage before us, it is necessary to
repeat it, lest anyone should think we are a
little fanciful as we go on to view a few points
here of practical bearing, not only upon the
Church in ages past, but upon the Church at the
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present moment, because after all this latter is of
most importance to us. Now, I believe, if we have
anything in this chapter—if anything is illustrated
by this wonderful voyage—it is the outline of the
history of the Church.

I will give you my reasons for thinking so. In
the first place, the one great subject of the voyage
is the apostle Paul—the one unto whom God had
committed the special dispensation of the Church
—the one who was the administrator of this dis-
pensation. He is now taking a voyage, and this
voyage in detalil is given to us by God (and as I am
going to seek to shew), to illustrate His purpose
finally concerning His people.

I want you now for a moment to look at the
apostle Paul—the one who has the revelation of the
Church of God to communicate to men—the
instrument of this revelation—on this voyage as a
figure of the whole voyage of the Church through
this world until it is landed safely on heaven’s eternal
shore. And surely nothing is more romantic than
the history of the Church of God, especially when
viewed from God’s point of view. Now then, Paul
launches forth. He is the prisoner of the Lord.
He is rejected by the world—just what the Church
should be, and would be, if she were faithful to
Christ. And the first thing we learn i1s that the
winds and currents were contrary.

I am not going to say that you may find
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something in the Church’s bistory to answer to
every point and every detail here—that is not
necessary in an outline history. But you will,
I think, if you never have before, be surprised
to see how very much does answer. The Church
is launched forth. The revelation has been given
by God Himself. A people are called by the
Gospel and gathered to Christ, and they sally forth
as a despised and rejected company in a world
which has rejected their Lord—launched into a
rough sea. Seas, in scripture, are often used as a
figure of the unformed masses of men. The Church
is launched forth into the sea of the world, only to
find, the moment she takes a stand for Christ, that
the winds are contrary. Everything around tends
to impede the progress of the Church of God.

The next thing, therefore, that we find is that the
progress was slow. And so in verse 7 it says, “ And
when we had sailed slowly many days.” And in
the early days of the Church the progress may
not appear to have been very great, but it was
real and sure. Christianity was still a small
thing in the world; and I believe it ever
should have been, and ever would have been,
if there had been faithfulness to Christ. You
remember one illustration the Lord gives of the
Church, or the people who compose it. In
Matthew xiii. is the grain of mustard seed, which is
least of all seeds, but it grew up into a large tree,
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and the fowls of the air came and lodged in the
branches thereof. Thus it grew out of its natural
proportion, and afforded shelter for the fowls of the
air ; that is evil spirits. They had been already
spoken of as evil spirits in the same chapter. The
fowls of the air came and took away the good seed
that was sown. So, also, they came and lodged in
the branches of the mustard tree when it became
great. That i1s just what befell Christianity when
it became a great thing in the world. Then it
afforded protection and shelter to all kinds of
evil doctrines and spirits.

I am not going to stop to show now that
Church and State should not go together: that
is not my object. I would only add, in reference
to it, that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Head
of the Church, and He is rejected by this
world, which is His by right. He is rejected as
King. The kingdoms of this world are the king-
doms of Christ. But the world would not have
Him. His own people, the Jews, cast out their
Messiah, the true King. He will come back again
presently, and He will have to take the kingdom by
force.. Meanwhile the world has rejected Him.
Surely it is not for the Church to ally herself to
that world that cast Him out.

But so it has been, for just where the Lord
overcame, the Church broke down. The devil
came to the Lord and showed Him all the kingdoms
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of the world and the glory of them, and he said,
“If you will fall down and worship me all shall
yours.” Of course the Lord withstood him effectu-
ally and entirely overcame him. He would not
have the kingdoms at the enemy’s hand or in any
way acknowledge his power. Four hundred years
after, or a little more, the same arch enemy came
to the Church with the same temptation, and
showed her all the kingdoms of the world and the
glory of them. And the political power from that
moment became her ambition. If you will only
fall down and worship me, acknowledge my power,
only give me a place, then all shall be yours. Sad
to say, that is what the Church did. And it was
very soon seen when she clothed herself with
political power, the enemy had very much his own
way. But while she sailed slowly through these
contrary winds she was at least safe, and I believe
when the winds were thus contrary, and she was
going against them, they helped to keep her safe.

The contrary winds of persecution preserved the
Church in the first two centuries from the very
danger I have been speaking of. When the world
persecuted the Church she was faithful to her Lord,
in measure at least. But when the world opened
its arms to the Church, when the Church became
amalgamated with the world, and began to go with
circumstances, then she was unfaithful to her
rejected yet faithful Lord.
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The next point is, sailing became dangerous.
Notice the steps: first, the winds were contrary.
This was true enough in the beginning of
Christianity. You know how contrary the winds
were at that time. It is true in our own time
also. Next, sailing becomes dangerous, and we
get the caution of the word of God. His servant
advises to wait and thus avoid loss ; but this is a
most difficult thing for the flesh. And here comes
the test : Will the people obey God’s word or follow
their own will? For I am looking at this scene as
an illustration of the Church’s voyage through the
world. The ship may serve to illustrate the ecclesi-
astical order of things. But the people are in it.
Paul is there and the word of God comes forth as a
caution. Paul stood forward and said, Sirs, I
perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and
much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but
also of our lives.”

Here is the word of caution from God, illustrating
most forcibly the warning words of the apostle so
often raised in reality to the saints themselves, just
as he said here in the ship to these people, the
voyage will be with much damage. So we find him
in the individual epistles, such as the epistle to
Timothy. We find him there telling the saints that
sailing will become dangerous, difficult times will
come, men will be lovers of their own selves,
boasters, proud, covetous, and so on. There will
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be a form of godliness but no power in it; sound
doctrine will not be endured.

The apostle thus cautioned the saints about
the evil and difficult times that were before
them. But just as the centurion and the captain
of the ship here would listen to other words,
and be guided by circumstances rather than the
word of God, so also the Church turned from
the word of God to the traditions of men, and
the influence of present things, the point of diver-
gence, the very point that landed the Church into
all her difficulties and dark days, is here figured
forth. So the captain of the ship refused the word
of God through Paul. Hence the next thing we
find is that he is committed to circumstances.
“ And when the south winds blew softly.”

The word of God said—The voyage shall be
dangerous; it shall be with much damage; be
cautious ; stay; wait on God; don’t be in a hurry ;
stop here till you get the word of God to move on.
No! says the captain. No! says the centurion.
The south wind blows softly ; everything seems in
favour; we will launch forth. So they get under
the influence of circumstances which seem in their
favour for a moment. And this is just what the
Church did. It is often what individuals do too.
The Church’s history is reflected in the history -of
individuals often.

When the word of God would tell us to be
K
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cautious and to have no confidence in the flesh
or circumstances around, but listen to the voice
of scripture, then, instead of doing so, we see
circumstances are in our favour, or seem to be, and
we just float along with them. That is the one
great mistake the Church made in the days of
Constantine. That is the one great mistake she
made when, after the contrary winds, after
the threatenings of danger, after the persecution,
the wind blew softly—the genial south wind blew
softly, everything seemed favourable to progress,
the persecution all subsided, and the political power
was now in favour of the Church. So the word of
God was set on one side and began to lose its
power over the Lord’s people from that moment.
They launched forth under the influences of
circumstances which were in their favour, as they
thought. What was the result? We very soon find
the ship in the greatest danger, and simply left to
drive before the wind. As we learn here, they let
her drive, they could not keep her up against the
wind.

Now the one great thing that a captain has
to give attention to in a gale is to keep the head of
the ship to the wind; the moment her head gets
out of the wind she drives before it. The thing is
to keep her head straight in the wind, I would
make an individual application here as well. When
you find the wind of circumstances contrary, keep



Paul’s Journey lo Rome. 139

your face, as it were, full in the wind ; face things
like a good soldier of Jesus Christ; “quit you like
men, be strong.” The moment you turn your back
to the persecution, the suffering, the trial, you will
drive before it and break down under it. You will
be thoroughly committed to the influence of it.
The word of God is the only thing that will support
you in that.

So, once the Church committed herself to
circumstances, she was left to the power of the
same, and she began to drive before the wind.
They had to “let her drive,” and what was the
result ? Nothing but darkness and trouble, for the
next thing we find is that they had to cast out
the precious cargo, or part of it to lighten the ship.
And so it was with the Church, after she in this way
had committed herself to favourable circumstances,
after she had joined affinity with the world that
rejected Christ.

Did she not have to cast out the precious cargo ?
Did not the precious things of God have to go?
Were they not cast overboard? And not only was
the precious truth that she had possessed given up,
but idolatry was substituted for it. It were easy to
shew that in the first three or four centuries, the
Church retained the truth of the gospel, and pro-
claimed 1it, and guarded the dignity of the person
of Christ, and the value of His finished work. And
it was not without great struggles that the evils of
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image worship, and saint worship, were brought in,
and the precious things of God cast overboard.
This was all the result of committing themselves to
circumstances, instead of going on in obedience to
the word of the living God.

And now the tackling has to go too. That
which is so necessary for progress—necessary for
sailing through the boisterous gales and over the
heaving waves. So it was with the Church, the
heavenly treasure—all spiritual blessings, with which
the Church is blessed were lost sight of ; and then
the spiritual power and holiness that are essential to
progress in the things of God were soon wanting.

What a loser the Church became by wandering
from the word of God in those early ages !

Now what is the result of all this? The dark
ages,” with all the superstition and ignorance that
characterized them. So, as we read here, after this,
neither sun, moon, nor stars appeared for many
days. So in the history of the Church, after she
had turned from the word of God, and committed
herself to favourable circumstances in this world,
she was driven by those circumstances into utter
darkness. Hence we have what are known to us as
the ‘“dark ages.” All was gross darkness for
several centuries. We have no idea of the ignorance
of those ages. We are told that there were priests
in this land who could not read their Bible; you can
perhaps scarcely credit it. Yet it is true. I cannot
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go into that state of affairs now; but I carry you
on to a more interesting point. Read verse 21,
“ But after long abstinence, Paul stood forth in the
midst of them and said, sirs, ye skowld Fave
harkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete,
and not have gained this harm and loss.”

Now you see the word of God to them was to
stop at Crete till further orders—to wait upon the
word of God. But no, they would not listen to the
word of God. They would rather be guided by
favourable circumstances’; and now the apostle
brings it home to them. It is Paul, mark you, the
same one who spake before, he brings it home to
them. Sirs, ye should have harkened unto me, and
not have gained this harm and loss. And so too,
obedience to the word of God, through the apostle
Paul, who gives directions for the Church, would
have saved all the harm and loss of the dark ages.
And so it is in the history of the individual soul too.
I thought of this the other day when a young man
came and told me he had been a backslider. He
was bright and happy at first, but he wandered from
the word of God. The word of God was no longer
used by him as a directory, and he became thoroughly
dark, and had been so for some years. But now,
having turned again to the word of God, he saw
that all the darkness and perplexity was the result
of wandering from that word, and acting under the
influence of circumstances around. The verse
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applies well to such. “Ye should have harkened
unto me, and not have gained all this harm and
loss.” Then the apostle goes on to say: “ Now I
exhort you to be of good cheer : for there shall be
no loss of any man’s life among you, hut of the ship.”

This seems to me to bring us on in the most clear
manner to what we call the “ Reformation.” The
word of God had been lost amid all the rubbish of
Rome ; and through the “dark ages” the light of
its blessed page was not allowed to shine. But
that word, spoken through the apostle Paul, at
the Reformation is brought to bear upon His people.
For it was especially the apostle Paul’s writings,
perhaps particularly justification by faith as taught
therein.

It was the apostle Paul’s writings brought down
to the people, teaching such truths as the following,
after showing that the harm and loss was gained
by turning from the word of God, the completeness
of the work of Christ, and justification by faith,
among other things, were brought out to the
joy of many souls. The eyes being open to
the state of things the comforting voice of
Scripture now is, * Be of good cheer.” The ship
may go. The ecclesiastical order of things may all
break up, but there shall be no loss of any man’s
life. This illustrates the gospel of God as brought
out at the Reformation in all its fulness, in all its
security and certainty, honouring the work of* Christ,
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honouring the word of God, made sure to the soul
by simple faith and confidence in that word. So
the apostle says, *“ Be of good cheer, there shall be
no loss of any man’s life.” Only the ship may break
up, but the life of everyone in it shall be sure.

Now here is a comfort. The ecclesiastical order
of things may break up, but everyone who believes on
the Lord Jesus Christ shall reach the shore safely ;
there shall be no loss of any man’s life. While the
Church outwardly may go to ruin, yet all who are
truly in the Church, by vital union with Christ, shall
be safe. So in verse 25, in accordance with this,
we read, ‘“Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer, for I
believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.”
That is a splendid verse, especially at such a
moment. God had told him, though the ship may
be lost, yet everyone on board should be saved.

And so with the gospel, God has clearly and
definitely shown through the apostle that though
the ecclesiastical order of things may break up (and
it is clearly shown in his writings that it would be
so), yet not a saved one who truly believes—who is
truly in the Church as before God, should lose his
life—that is hid with Christ in God, it is secure, it
is certain. What a comfort in the midst of ecclesi-
astical confusion! What a comfort in the midst of
all the strife and contention and division in the
Church of God to-day, to know—and to know with
the certainty of His own words, that every believer
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who is in the Church objectively, that is, in its real
and absolute character, shall reach the shore safely.

People have got very much to confound these
two aspects of the Church—what I might call the
objective and the subjective. We have been seeking
to show this difference in regard to our individual
standing and relationship. The same thing is true
of the Church. As to my individual relationship, I
have seen that my standing before God is thoroughly
absolute, consequent upon what Christ did and not
upon what I am or what I do. My living as a
child: of God does not make me one, but gives
evidence to all around that I am one. The same
principle applies to the Church of God, as to her
standing, in her real and vital unity before God, she
is one and all perfect; so that Christ can say, There
is not a spot in thee, My love. She is perfect
through His comeliness—because of what He has
done on Calvary’s cross. That is what I call the
Church objectively.

Now then, if we are to bear any testimony
at all, we are to bear testimony to what God is
doing. We are one in Christ, and that is why
we should be ‘“one” practically. But our being
“one” in Christ, does not depend upon our
being one practically, though our being one practi-
cally does ‘depend upon an apprehension of this
blessed truth, and then bears witness to it. And
so-we come to the conclusion that if God looks for
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a testimony down here to what He is doing—He
looks for a testimony to the fact that all Christians
are one.

Some people try to make a difference be-
tween the Church which is His body, and the
Church of God. Now I fully admit there are
different aspects of the Church as well as the
Kingdom of God. The Church of God, the
Temple of God, then the Church locally, the
Church generally and so on. But here we have a
distinction which we do not find in the scripture,
because the scripture says the Church which is His
body. What is His body? The Church! What
Church is it? God’s Church. O, but some people
tell us when we have the possessive—the Church of
God—it only means the local Church. Nay, it only
means those who meet in a particular way, who as
we are told are in obedience; these only are the
Church of God according to these people: then,
we reply, it must be the fact that they gather
thus that makes them such. The Church which is
His body. Well, is not that God’s Church—the
same that is called in another scripture God’s
Church? The Church of God is God’s Church.
Then we clearly see from the text, ¢ Jew, Gentile,
and Church of God,” that it is used in a general
sense—only I know it will be immensely helpful to
you if you get hold of this one distinction I am
dwelling upon, that the Church in England, in
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Glasgow, in relationship is one. Now God would
have us bear testimony to that.

We can but own we have failed to bear testimony
to it. Who would say we have borne faithful
testimony to the fact that the Church of God in
Glasgow is one? We are all conscious of failure in
this respect. Where is the failure? Not in the
Church objectively (z.e., as God is building it ; the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it in this
character) ; not in our standing or relationship. It
is in the Church subjectively (ze., in her visible
character as a testimony in this world). We have
failed to bear out Lefore the world subjectively,
what the Church is objectively.

So we can but come to this conclusion, that if we
would in the midst of a ruined state of things bear
testimony, it must be a testimony to what God 1is
doing, as far as is compatible with the break up
state of things. And though it would take all
believers to give an adequate expression or testimony
to what God is doing, yet a few may act upon the
principles laid down for all, in obedience to the
word of God. Although the very fact that only a
few do it out of the many, is a testimony to the ruin
and failure of all. A remnant testimony proves
general failure. I pass on now to the next point.

We have arrived in our illustration at the time when
God began to work among His people that wonder-
ful deliverance known as the Reformation. He
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brings out at this time the truth of the gospel—
assuring those believers—surrounded as they were
with ecclesiastical difficulties, of final deliverance,
final victory. So every child of God must be a
final victor—no matter what the surging billows, the
trials, sorrows, and perils of the way.

Now the figure shows a turning to the word of
God in some measure ; and when they find them-
selves in a difficulty again, as is the case in verse
29, they waited for light. Read verses 28 and 29.
Here then we have that patience and dependence
that waits for light from God, beautifully figured
forth, fearing lest they should fall upon rocks.
There should be a holy fear in us lest we should
run unto the rocks—Ilest we break down—Ilest we
be caught in any snare. So unless our course 1is
thoroughly clear we should wait for light. Do not
think you have light enough at the present moment
to determine what your course is going to be for
the next 10 years. You do not know what rocks,
shoals, and difficulties may lie in your way. If God
has shewn you one step you can well afford to wait
for another, and if you do not know what to do,
stand still and wait for further light, and He will
give it to you—He will honour your waiting.

But there is one thing you may do while you are
waiting. You may feed. So the apostle got up
and began to minister food to them while they
waited. Then we find they were all of good cheer.
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So a verse (33) further on says, “Paul besought
them all to take meat,” and verse 36 says, they were
all of good cheer and took some meat. So while
waiting, you may feed upon God’s word, and that
is how the light itself comes.

But one other point I want to notice now,
which comes out in verse 3o, and that is, while
the ship kept together, all were responsible to
remain in it. I take the ship as an illustration
of the ecclesiastical order of things. But as we
go on a little further, we find the ship herself
runs into a place where two seas meet, and is
fastened to the ground, and broken up into pieces.
Does not this give us, by illustration, most
forcibly, what took place in Germany and in
England, Bohemia and other countries? Did not
two seas meet? Did not they cause a break up of
the whole ecclesiastical order of things? Of course
they did, and since then, I hesitate not to say, that
the scripture indicates a different course for the
children of God individually. I believe this is taught
in the addresses to the seven churchesin the 2nd and
3rd chapters of Revelation—in their prophetical
aspect, they give us the history of the whole Church,
and the first three in successive stages. But the last
four begin successively and run on together unto the
end afterwards. So you get mention of the Lord’s
coming in the last four, while you do not in the
first three. So that it takes four states to give us



Paul’s Journey to Rome. 149

the different phases of the history of the Church
after the ‘“dark ages.” Before it only needed
Pergamos, amalgamation with the world, succeeded
by Thyatira, in which we have the idolatry of the
““dark ages” figured, as seen in Romanism.

After the break up, there are different features
added. Thenitisthat saintsare cast more upon their
own individual responsibility. Then it is that the ex-
hortations of Timothy would come in. The Church,
as it were, or Christendom rather, became a great
house. There are vessels to honour and dishonour
all around. Now, as an individual child of God,
I am responsible to purge myself from the vessels
of dishonour, without being bound by an ecclesi-
astical order whatever. Though I should unite
with all who call on God out of a pure heart, and
this is what has taken place since the Reformation,
God appeals to the responsibility of His children to
come out of the unclean—to act individually.
The state of things has become so bad that each
one is responsible to act for himself.

Before this, history does not show any such special
working of the Spirit of God. I do not mean that
His people were not responsible in those days, but
they were in thorough darkness; such was the fact,
and if God gives us in prophecy the state of things
He gives us the facts as they actually exist. That
does not say they are suited to Himself, but He
gives us the history of things as they occur.
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However, here the whole vessel is broken up.
Whether you see the analogy or not it is true of the
ecclesiastical order of things also, broken up since
the Reformation, just as the ship here was broken
up.

Therefore the people of God are all the more
responsible on account of this.

They were sure of reaching the land. How did
they do it? Some began to cleave to broken pieces
of the ship. They can cleave to the ship itself no
longer, it is broken up. It was possible before the
Reformation to point to the ship in the whole
ecclesiastical order of things. Whether it was
right or not, is not the question. All that was good
and valuable was cast out, but still there was the
ship. Since then, it is not possible. Where would
you point to it and say, There is the ship, there is
the Church intact, or there is one ecclesiastical
order of things? You cannot do it. You find all
is division-—all is broken up. It answers clearly
to the illustration here.

The ship is broken into many pieces, and there
are a few here, and a few there, cleaving to broken
pieces, and even some have to swim. Some hold
one part of church government with much, may be,
that is human mixed with it, and some another
part, and some go on in isolation, wading their way
through the waters of trial and difficulty by in-
dividual faith and energy. We are not justifying
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the state of things, but speaking of them as
they are.

Thus it is with the people of God in the present
day—not one shall lose his life.  All shall reach the
shore safely. God has said it, And shall we not
each one say, *For I believe God that it shall be
even as it was told me?” At the present time we
see rrothing but a broken and divided state of things,
some going on this broken piece, and some on
another broken piece of the ship, and some even
wading their way alone. Do not let us say, because
we are getting along on a broken piece of the ship
—1it may be the biggest piece, the best piece of the
ship—that it is the ship. If I cut out a piece of
the tablecloth and hold it up, I cannot say, strictly
speaking, it is the tablecloth. It is a remnant of it.
So with the Church in the present day. There may
be a few of God’s people gathered to Christ as a
remnant, but if we begin to say we are the ship—
we are the Church—surely our presumption becomes
manifest.

If we maintain we are the ship when it is broken
up all around into pieces, we only give evidence of
ecclesiastical pretension. What God looks for now
in the state of things is a zemnant testimony. You
cannot say there is a corporate testimony. A cor-
porate testimony requires a testimony by the whole
body. A corporate testimony of what God is really
doing would require the outward unity of all the
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children of God in any given place, and the exclu-
sion of all others (unbelievers), from their midst ; for
what. God is doing is gathering out a bride for His
Son, and all believers in any place form part of that
bride—members of the body of Christ. Now that
is what all admit who are instructed in the scrip-
tures.

As I have said, we have failed collectively—as a
whole ; but as a remnant we may act in obedience
to the word.

Though if we, while a remnant only, begin to
pretend to be the whole, and ignore the failure, I
believe from the moment that such is the case we
shall be wanting in power. God will blow upon such
pretension. We have seen many instances of this
the last ten or twelve years, and as sure as the same
cause will produce the same effects everywhere and
at all times—that is, supposing the circumstances
are the same—so it will be. The cause that has
brought forth many divisions, and much scattering
among the children of God in times past, will also
bring forth divisions in time to come if the Church
is left here, and is doing so at the present time.
The same seed will bring forth the saine fruit. We
have seen the principle at work. We have followed
it, watched it, and suffered from it. I am sure it
will bring forth the same fruits wherever it is
allowed. How shall we designate the principle that
works such evil amongst us, that we might detect
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and judge it? The only true designation is eccle-
siastical pretension.

If we would in the present state of things bear
any testimony for God, let us own with humiliation
the failure, and with a contrite heart come to the
word of God, and gather to the Christ of God, as a
few people did early in this century, and God was
with them, and wrought wondrously amongst them.
“Unto this man will I look, unto him who is of an
humble and contrite heart, and trembleth at My
word.” In Zechariah we read: “Smite the shepherd,
and the sheep shall be scattered, and I will turn My
hand upon the little ones.”

It refers, in its primary application, to Israel.
Smite the Shepherd of Israel, and the sheep shall
be scattered all over the face of the earth. But
there shall be a feeble remnant of that people
presently. And the Lord will turn His hand upon
them. But it is true of the people of God now.
The sheep are scattered, and the Lord’s hand will
be with the little ones, those who own their weak-
ness, dependence, and failure, who take this place
of littleness before God.

And let me say there will be signs of it if it is so.
It is no good to say so much about Christ being in
our midst if there are not signs of His presence.
Where He is He makes His presence felt. And it
should be, so much so that if a stranger comes in he

will say, ‘“There is a power here; God is here.”
L
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This 1s what we want, instead of taking a high place
before our brethren and fostering this ecclesiastical
pretension. Let us take a low place before God and
man, and bear a testimony to men around that will
tell upon them. This is what God looks for at the
present time. May He by the mighty power of His
Spirit beget it in the souls of His people, that there
may be a real humbling before Him, and I am sure
He will bless us and use us collectively and indi-
vidually in proportion to our humility and depend-
ence upon Himself.

But if you are going to foster the spiritual pride and
pretension of which we are speaking, you will find
both God and man against you. The Lord grant
that these few scattered thoughts may at least exer-
cise our hearts and consciences before Him to more
real fidelity to Christ, and adherence to His own
blessed word and real moral condition of soul, such
as will make us fit to be used of Himself as a
blessing to our brethren and to all around us. This
is the desire of one’s heart at the present time.

BN
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THINGS TO COME: Some Great Events of Prophecy. By
John R. Caldwell, Editor of “The Witness.”

TWENTY-ONE PROPHETIC PAPERS: A suggestive Out-
line of God’s Dealings with Jew, Gentile, and the Church.
By F. C. Bland. Illustrated with a Coloured Chart.

SEVENTY YEARS OF PILLGRIMAGE. The Life, Writings,
Select Sayings, etc., of William Hake, By R. C. Chapman.

THE TEMPLES OF SOLOMON AND EZEKIEIL: Their
Wonderful Construction and their Spiritual Sigmificance,
By Thos. Newberry, Editor of “The Englishman’s Bible.”

THE FEASTS OF THE LORD: Illustrating in a complete
way God’s Dealings with Man in Redeeming Grace. Illus-
trated by Coloured Diagram. By A. J. Holiday, Bradford.

MINISTRY: An Examination of the Scriptures on the subject
of true and false Ministry. By R. M, Beverley.

THE GROUNDWORK OF THE GOSPEL. A series of
““strong and original thoughts” on the Epistle to the
Romans. By J. Marsden Code, preface by J. Denham Smith

NOT I, BUT CHRIST; or, Law and Grace, as reviewed in the
Epistle to the Galatians. By J. L. Harris. New Edition.

SHADOWS OF CHRIST in the Old Testament. Constituting
a very Ficture gallery, in which every aspect of His wor
is unfolded. By J. R. Caldwell. /n the press.

HYMNS AND MEDITATIONS. By R. C. Chapman, Author
of ““ Choice Sayings.”

Set of 10 Yolumes, all different, post free for 10s.

GLASGOW :

PICKERING & INGLIS, Printers and Publishers,
73 Bothwell Street.




The IBeliever's Library

(NEW VYOLUMES).

SXUST READY. Crown 8vo size. Copyright Edition. 160 fages
‘Z‘ clear type. Wide margin. loth boards. Gilt stamp.
6 post free. Library Edition, 1/6 post free,

LAYS OF LIFE AND HOPE: Poems on the

Atonement, Advocacy, and Appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ in relation to the Salvation, Pilgrimage,
and Blessed Hope of the Christian. By WILLIAM

BLANE. South Africa.

Some of these beautiful pieces have appeared in Zke
Witness, Believers' Treasury, The Pathway, Herald of
Salvation, and other papers, but this is the first complete
issue of Mr..Blane’s poems,

SFUST ISSUED. Third Edition. 244 pages. Blue cloth.
Bevelled boards. 1/6 post free.

CHOICE HYMNS AND MEDITATIONS: A

Collection of Musings on many portions of the sacred
Word, and Medztations on the first and second chapters
of the Song of Songs. By ROBERT C. CHAPMAN, of
Barnstaple, author of ¢ Choice Sayings,” ‘ Seventy

Years of Pilgrimage.”

‘““No Condemnation, O my Soul,” ‘“With Jesus in onr
Midst,” “The Lords of Glory,” and 160 other gems will be
found in this collection.

FUST READY. 160 pages of clear type. Blue cloth. Bevelled
boards. Gilt stamp. 1/6 post free.

THE GROUNDWORK OF THE GOSPEL:
A series of strong and original thoughts on the Epistle
to the Romans. By J. MARSDEN CODE. Preface by
J. DENHAM SMITH. Confents.—~Human Apostacy—
Jew and Gentile unrighteous—Righteousness by Faith
—Results of Faith—Dead to Sin—Dead to Law—In
Christ—Divine Sovereignty—Man’s Failure and Future
—Apostolic Labours—Loving Salutations.

FUST ISSUED. 127 pages of readable type. Blue cloth.
Bevelled boards. 1/6 post free.

NOT I BUT CHRIST; or Law and Grace
as reviewed in the Epistle to the Galatians. By J. L.
HARRIS, Author of “Jewish Bondage and Christian
Liberty.”

GLASGOW: PICKERING & INGLIS, 73 Bothwell Street.




Books on the Lord's Coming.

SUST PUBLISHED. Fifth Edition. Crown 8vo., 175 pages of

large type. 2/6 post free.

I AM COMING: A Book of that Blessed Hope.
By Dr. James H. Brookes, St. Louis, author of
“The Holy Spirit,” ‘The Mystery of Suffering,”
and many other works. Contents—The Apostle’s
Teaching—Our Lord’s Teaching—The Present Age—
Parables of Matthew xiii.—Antichrist—Israel—The
Rapture—Only Hope—Order of Events—Facts and
Figures.

The Editor of 7The Morning Sty says: “It is in every
way good. We commend it as thoroughly Scriptural,
simple, and easily followed.”

The Editor of Foolsteps of Truth says: ‘It is one of the
best books we know on the subject.”

The Editor of Zhe British Messenger says: “ There are
chapters explaining the parables of Matthew xiii., Anti-
chnst Israel, &c., and we are certain the book will be most
proﬁtable to’ any "reader.”

The Editor of Zhings fto Come says: ‘It has pleased the
Lord to bless its testimony to many Christians in the United
States, and hence it is now enlarged and published in this
country.”

The Editor of the Life of Faith says: ‘ Dr. Brookes’
book is full of cleverness; every page contains something
worth reading.”

The Editor of 77ust says: ‘“ All who wish to see the
arguments for a pre-millennial view stated in a clear and
forcible manner should procure this volume.”

Many other commendatory nolices have appeared.

For Broadcast Distribution. 16 pages. Clear and concise.
Halfpenny; 6d. per dozen; 3/6 per 100, post free.

THE LORD’S SECOND COMING: In Two
Aspects, by F. A, Banks. With a list of leading
features of Coming Eventsin their order from Scripture

GLASGOW :
PICKERING & INGLIS, 73 BOTHWELL STREET.




220 Pages of Clear Readable Type, Cloth Boards, Price 1/6,
Post Free,

Presentation Edition, Bevelled Boards, Gilt Edges, 2/ Post Free.

Important and Valuable Work on Prophecy, by F. C, BLAND,
of Dublin, entitled

TWENTY-ONE
PROPHETIC PAPERS.

— EMBRACING —
The whole scope of Prophetic Truth, from Creation
to the New Heavens and New Earth.

Including God’s dealings with ¢‘Jew, Gentile, and Church of
God,” interspersed with many helpful illustrations, enabling
the reader to grasp more clearly the plans and purposes of
God in His wonderful ways with the sons of men, as well as

to understand the present state and future prospects of the
¢ Church of God.”

55 A COLOURED CHART, with Key, accompanies each Book.

THE AUTHOR OF SEVERAL VALUABLE BOOKS says—
“These papers by F. C. Bland are simple, sober, yet solid, they do one'’s
heart good and kead no harm. I trust their readers will be many.’

THE EDITOR OF A MAGAZINE says—*‘Valuable addresses; in

a well-arranged plan.”

JUST PUBLISHED.—80 pages, Full Cloth, Gilt Binding. 116 post free.

THE TEMPLES ©F SoLomon

AND EZEKIEL,
THEIR WONDERFUL CONSTRUCTION & SPIRITUAL 'SIGNIFICANCE,

By %homas JYfewberry,

Editor of *“ The Englishman's Bible;" Author of ** The Tabernacle and
Temple,” *“ Companion to Bible,” ‘‘ Days of Passover,”" *‘Jesus in the
Midst,” &.

@ Illustrated with a Finely Lithographed Plate, in 3 colours, of
the Temple, from Photo. of Model, by special permission. The
only coloured plate of Temple issued.

This book is not a reprint of a former work, but an original explanation
of the Model, from Shorthand notes, revised by MR. NEWBERRY.

Grasgow: PICKERING & INGLIS, 73 BOTHWELL ST.




THIRD EDITION.

Six Colours. Size, 24 in. by 25in. Price 1/ (with Key) post free.

NEWBERY’S
Prophetical Diagram

Chromo-lithographed in gold, silver, and six colours, on stout
paper, making a splendici picture for framing. This Third
Edition has AN ADDITION of four pictures in the corners,
showing:—

I. THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON ON MOUNT MORIAH. In Colours.

II. THE TABI::RNACLE OF ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS. New-
est Design.

III. THE SEVEN FUTURE JUDGMENTS. Small Coloured Diagram.
IV. PALESTINE DIVIDED after the RESTORATION OF THE JEWS.

A KEY, with small Diagram, full Exglanation, and Scrip-
ture References, is given with each Plate.

THE OBJECT of this Diagram is to present a comprehensive
history of the whole course of time, from the First Creation to
the New Heavens and the New Earth. Events following each
other are shown in rotation «across the chart; events occurring at
the same period are marked in groper order dow» the chart,
thus enabling the student of prophecy to grasp in an intelligible
manner the whole scope of God's marvellous dealings with His
marvellous creation—MAN.

The ruin of man, the sinning and scattering, then glorious
gathering of God’s ancient peogle, the great grace to the
Gentiles, the unique character of the Church, the triumphal ter-
mination of all, ending with the Church in glory, the Jew in
blessing, Satan outcast, and lost souls in the lake of fire, with
God glorified and Christ exalted, are all depicted in this wonder-
ful panoramic picture.

PRICE One Shilling each, packed in tube, and Post Free
to any part of the World.

PENNY DIAGRAMS.

God’s Dealings with Man. By R. T. HOPKINS,
The Feasts of the Lord. By A. J. HOLIDAY.
From Adam to New Heavens. By F.C. BLAND.

GrLasGow : PICKERING & INGLIS, 73 BoTHWELL ST.
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20 Pages Monthly. New Series, One Penny.

THE WITNESS.
An Unfettered Monthly Journal of Biblical Literature.

Edited by JouN R. CALDWELL.

IT is our intention to continue this Periodical as we have been
enabled to do by the grace of God now for over twenty-five years,

adhering to the lines upon which we have hitherto gone.
These are mainly :—

I.—To keep back nothing that we believe to be generally
profitable.

II.—Whilst not shunning to declare, in so far as we have
learned it, all the counsel of God, to do so in the Spirit of
Christ, ‘“always with grace ” though also ¢ seasoned with salt,”
thus seeking to combine ¢ truth and love,”

III.—We desire to present the various truths of Scripture, so
far 2s in us lies, in due proportion, not specially giving promi-
nence to one line of truth or another, but.seeking the edification
of saints, that they may be filled with the knowledge of the will
of God, and stand perfect and complete in the same.

We seek the help of those interested, in the way of obtain-
ing new subscribers, and so increasing the usefulness of the
periodical. J. R. C.

¢~ THE WITNESS will be posted to any address in the
world, at 1 Copy, 1/6; 2 Copies, 2/6 ; 3 Copies, 3/6; 4, or
more, at 1/ each Copy per year.

GLAsGOW: PICKERING & INGLIS, 73 BOTHWELL STREET.
LoNDON: Jas. E. HAWKINS & Co., 17 PATERNOSTER Row.
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