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THE PHILIPPIAN 

BELIEVERS. 
  

CHAPTER ONE. 

  

THEIR POSITION. 
—— _ ”- 

  

Saints in Christ Jesus (Phil. i. 1). 

There is therefore now no condemnation to them 

which are in Christ Jesus (Rom. viii. 1). 

But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus who of God 
Is made. unto us wisdom and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption (1 Cor. 1. 30). 

T would be very interesting and doubtless 
instructive had we'a record of the exact 
mental picture in Paul’s mind when he 

penned the opening words of his epistle to the 
Philippians, addressing them as ‘‘Saints in 
Christ Jesus.’’ It 1s quite clear that he viewed 
them as ‘being apart and very distinct from the 
rest of Philippi. They were 

“SEPARATED ONES,”’ 

mingling with and having definite responsibili- 
ties towards the rest, yet at the same time
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quite distinct. A new order; possessing a new 
life, owning a new Master, obeying a new law. 

This was not an invention of Paul’s, he had 
learned it from Another. He who once perse- 
cuted Jesus Christ had now learned from Him 
what it meant to be 

“IN CHRIST JESUS.” 

Our Lord uses a wonderful illustration of the 

complete nature of being in Himself in the Gos- 
pel of John, chapter. xv., where He says, 

“T AM THE VINE, YE ARE THE BRANCHES” 
One living whole, the same life in its many 
parts, each part necessary to the complete vine. 
A picture of divine truth drawn as only He, who 
spake as never man spake, could draw. 

We can, however, piece together something 

of the picture in Paul’s mind by consideration 

of one or two uses he makes of’the expression, 
‘In Christ Jésus’’ in his epistles. 

NO CONDEMNATION. 

‘“‘There 1s therefore now no condemnation td 

them that are in Christ Jesus’’ (Rom, viii. 1). 

These Philippian saints then were no longe! 
under condemnation. The rest of the town 

were 

CONDEMNED ALREADY, 

for ‘He that bélieveth not is condemned al- 
ready.’’ What a wonderful difference betweet
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“the Saints in Christ Jesus’’ and the rest of 
the world! |The world is divided into two 
camps, Believers and Unbelievers. The former 
have passed from death unto life and are no 

longer under condemnation, while the unbe- 
lievers are condemned already. It is only ‘‘be- 
levers’? who are “‘in Christ Jesus.’’ What a 
boon, what a blessing; no longer part of a 
guilty, justly condemned world but, in Him, 
free from condemnation. 

Were we in any sense better than the rest? 
Not one whit, all were once guilty before God, 

for ‘‘All have sinnéd and have come short of the 

glory of God’’ (Romans ul. 23). We were 
guilty and only worthy of punishment, but our 

guilt has been taken by Another who bore the 
punishment due to our sin. One whose name 

was announced by the angel as ‘‘JESUS for He 
shall save His people from their sins’’ (Matt. 
1.21). If these lines should be read by one in 
doubt of his or her position, let me ask, do you 
believe in Jesus Christ who is both Son of God 
and Son of Man? The One who on Calvary’s 
tree made atonement for sin, was raised from 

the tomb, and is now seated on the right hand 

of the Majesty on High? 

In 1 Cor. 1. 30 we read: 

‘But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus who of 
God is made unto us Wisdom and Righteous- 
Ness and Sanctification and Redemption.’’
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All these we lacked, we were foolish, unrighte- 

ous, separated from God, joined to idols, and 

sold under sin. Further of our own selves we 
could do nothing to regain our lost estate, but, 
as the Scripture clearly: states, these things 
that wére lacking in us are made unto us in 
Christ Jesus. 

1,—WISDOM. 

God: decreed that the wisdom of man, which 
He describes as. ‘“*The wisdom of this world,’’ 
should be made foolish and he is going ‘‘to bring 
to nothing the understanding of the knowing 
ones.’’ Why?  Becatse it 1s all opposed to 
Him and His Throne, being entirely contrary 
to His mind. 

‘My thoughts are’ not your thoughts, neither 

are my ways your ways, saith the Lord”’’ (Isa. lv.). 

This is clearly shown in the Epistle to the 
Romans, as the state and condition of man. 

‘When they knew God, they glorified Him not 

as God, neither were thankful but became vain in 

their imaginations professing themselves to be 

wise they became fools’’’ (Romans i. 21-23). 

All this 1s changed to those ‘‘in Christ Jesus.’’ 

He has been made unto them’ wisdom. 

What a contrast in the record of Christ’s life 

and man’s in Adam. Christ could say, ‘‘Thou 

hast opened mine ear and given me the tongue
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of the learned that I might speak a word in 
season to him that is weary’’ (Isa. 1. 4). Far 
from putting God out of His thoughts, He could 

state, 

“T have glorified thee on earth, I have finished 
the work which thou gavest me to do” (John 
XVil.. 4). 

We were unwiSe in our disobedience. He was 

perfect in obedience, obeying even unto death. 
In our foolishness we trusted in ourselves. In 
all things Jesus Christ was submissive to His 

Father. His temptation, to cite one example 
only, gives a striking illustration. When He 
was hungry could He not have satished hunger? 
Had he not the power to turn stones into bread? 
surely a lesser thing to do than create a world, 
but no, His reply was, ‘‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone but‘by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God’’* (Matt. 1v. 4). 

(2) AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Men, in the eyes of one another, measured by 
their own standards, appear to live their lives 
In varying degrees of uprightness. Some we 
term wicked, others morally good, and use such 

adjectives as kind, generous, brave, noble, 

gentle. In God’s sight these degrees of yood- 

ness vanish, and measured by Ilis requirements 
and weighed in His scales of judgment, these 
distinctions, which men see, count for nought. 
God has to say of all alike
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“There is no difference for all] have sinned and 

‘ come short of the glory of God’’ (Rom. iii. 22-23), 

“There is none righteous, no, not one: There is 
none that understandeth, there is none that seek- 
eth after God. They are all gone out of the way, 
they are altogether become unprofitable; there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one’’ (Rom. 111. 10-12). 

The very best we can do in the sight of God 
can only be described as filthy rags, no ft 
covering in which man can appear in‘ the pre- 
sence of God. 

Eternal light, Eternal light, 
How pure the soul must be 

When placed within thy searching sight 
It shrinks not, but with calm delight 

Can look and gaze on Thee.”’ 

Job said, ‘‘I am vile.’’ Isaiah said, ‘‘I am 
undone’’ (dumb). Paul describes himself as 
‘the chief of sinners.’’ The publican who 
smote upon his breast and said, ‘‘God be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner’’ was justified, while the 
self-righteous Pharisee was not. We need a 
righteousness not of our own providing to stand 
in that Eternal Light, and that is ours “‘in 
Christ Jesus.’’ Paul expresses a wonderful 
desire in Phil, i. 5-9): 

“That I may be found in Him not having mine 
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteous- 
ness which is of God by faith.” 

What a futile attempt men are making in try- 
ing to clothe themselves with righteous robes 
of their own making when the very thought of
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foolishness is sin, but how wonderful the fact 
that 

‘“‘He was made sin for us, He who knew no sin 
that we-might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him’” (2,Cor. v. 21). 

(3) AND SANCTIFICATION. 

This is the third thing that is enumerated 
that Christ is made to them that are ‘‘in Him.’’ 
In what way is Christ made Sanctification unto 
them? We sshall consider two Scriptures in 
reply; first our Lord’s own words to His Father, 
recorded in John’s Gospel, chapter xvi. 16-10: 

“They are not of the world, even as I am not 
of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth, 
Thy word is truth. For their sakes Ji. sanctify 
myself that they also might be sanctified through 
thy -truth.’’ 

Sanctification is clearly a separating crisis in 
our.history. It 1s well to remember that once 
we were involved 1n all the ruin and corruption 
of sin, for that which 1s flesh 1s flesh and 
always will remain so. From that we needed to 
be separated. © By what means can this be 
accomplished? Heb. x, tells us. The Apostle 
contrasts the law,and its offerings with the per- 
fect sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The former 
could not have any effect in removing sin what- 
ever. Whilst it set forth in faint outline the 
perfection God required and God’s way of sal- 
vation, yet in itself it was of no avail, it could 
not accomplish God’s will. | God’s will is a 
perfect man, only one fulfilled that. The Lord 

Jesus Christ, He alone could say,
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‘Lo, I come to do thy will, O God, 
Yea, thy law is within my heart.’’ 

And in this God could. and does find the pleas- 
ure He never found in the multitude of sacri- 
fices and offerings that were made. _ The life 
of Christ was a complete and perfect one, no 
task undone, no law broken, no omission of 
any sort, He could Say, 

“IT have glorified thee.on the earth, I have fin- 
ished the work which thou gavest Me to do” 
{John xvil. 4). 

We are sanctified by the will of God accom- 
plished by Jesus Christ through the offering of 
His body on the cross, 1.e., the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the body prepared for Him, did the will 
of God, He offered that same body to God, as 
it 1S written, 

‘Who through the eternal spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God’’ (Heb. 1x. 14). 

(4) AND REDEMPTION. 

If Sanctification separates, Redemption lib- 
erates. We were in bondage, sold under sin, 
servants to sin with heavy liabilities we were 
unable to discharge. These had to be paid in 
full before we could be set free, not merely ig- 
nored or passed over. All this was accom- 
plished by the work of Christ at the Cross. | 
can give but two quotations from the Word of 
God in this short paper: 

“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances 
that was against us, which was contrary to us, 
and took it out of the way nailingit to His Cross. 
And having spoiled principalities and powers He 
made a show of them openly triumphing over them 
in it’? (Col. 1. 14-15).
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“Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things 
such as silver and gold from your vain converga- 
tion recelved by tradition from your fathers, 
but with the precious blood of Christ as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot’ (1 Pet. i. 18-19). 

Once more, in the Ephesian Epistle, Paul writes 
of the Gentiles that they were ‘‘afar off,’’ but 
goes on to say of these same people that they 
are made nigh, they were “‘strangers’’ without 
hope, aliens to the commonwealth of Israel, but 
now IN CHRIST JESUS they who were afar off 
are made nigh by the Blood of Christ. How 
near have we been made? As near as Christ 
Jesus Himself for we are in Him. See Eph., 
chapters 1. and 11. 

‘So near, so very near to God 
We could not nearer be 

For in the person of His Son 
We are as near as He.”’ 

Let us consider a little how these things affect 
us? First we must come to the conclusion that 
our citizenship is where we are in God’s sight, 
that is in ‘‘Christ Jesus.’’ Our Lord speaking 
to His Father said, ‘“They are not of this world 
even as I am not of this world’’ (John xvu.). 
We have been made.to sit together in heavenly 
places IN Christ Jesus (Eph. 1. 6). Our posi- 
tion then in this world has been completely al- 
tered since we believed. We are now stran- 
gers and pilgrims away from home yet going 
home. Further, we are at present in the 
enemy’s land. Strangers need fellowship. We 
cannot have this with the world. Have we 
then no fellowship down here? The Word of



I2 THE PHILIPPIAN BELIEVERS. 

God answers, ‘“‘Truly our fellowship is with the 
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ’’ (1 John 
1. 3). Further, ‘if we walk in the light as He 
is in the light we have fellowship one with 
another’’ (1 Johni. 11). It is recorded of the 
early disciples that they continued in the 
Apostle’s doctrine and fellowship. May this 
be our happy portion. Fellowship is unity, co- 
‘operation, harmony. If the light of God rules 
our several pathways,.we shall in our conduct 
act as one man. If, however, we please our- 
selves, in place of unity will be division; instead 
of co-operation will be strife, and where all 
should be harmony there will be discord. Pil- 
grims need food and guidance. Those in Christ 
Jesus can live in the blessed assurance of the 
glorious fact that with the Psalmist they can 
joyfully exclaim, ‘‘The Lord is my Shepherd, I 
shall not want’’ (Psa. xxi. 1). The perfect 
One who died on Calvary’s Cross ever lives and 
His care is for those who put their trust in Him, 
to’ give them food for both their spiriual and 
physical needs. Whilst our position “‘in Him’’ 
will never be more secure, or complete, our life 
should ‘grow up in Him ever increasing in stat- 
ure, strength and usefulness, and for this we 
need continually to feed on Him who is the 
Bread from heaven. Our physical needs are 
no less secure. The Psalmist’s testimony ‘was 
that ‘‘He had never seen the righteous for- 
saken, nor his seed begging bread.’’ We are 
exhorted to “‘be content with such things as we 
have,’’ and the reason given for this is that the 
Lord has said, ‘‘I will never leave thee nor for- 
sake thee’’ (Heb. xiii. 3).
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Pilgrims also need guidance. Those in 
Christ Jesus have a wonderful chart and com- 
pass Called ‘The Word of God.’’ They also 
have dwelling in them One who will open the 
treasures of that Word to their understanding. 
It is a closed sealed book to those who are out- 
side Christ Jesus. Our Lord gave two exhor- 
tations which we do well to lay to heart. Take 
heed what ye hear (Mark iv. 24). Take heed 
how ye hear (Luke vin. 18). There are many 
voices which, if listened to, will lead us astray, 
but the voice that speaks from out the pages 
of God’s word will keep our feet on the narrow 
way. Saints have listened to other voices and 
found to their cost that the path they have trav- 
ersed has had to be retraced right back to the 
point from which they left God’s path for them. 
As an illustration, we may cite Abram in Gen. 
xu. 8. We find him with Bethel (the House of 
God) on the West, and Hai (the Heap of Ruins) 
on the East, and he had journeyed from the 
Kast at God’s word, In verse Io there’is a 
terse statement, ‘‘and there was a famine in 
the land,’’ this was just the pace to trust God 
but Abram goes DOWN to Egyp Here he 
gets frightened, thinks he will Ha his wife and 
tells a lie, brings trouble on Pharvah and his 
house and gets sent out of the land by Pharoah. 
And in chapter xiii., verses 3-4, we read: 

““And he went on his journey from the south 
even to BETHEL unto the place where his tent 
nad been at the beginning between Bethe! and 
Hai, unto the place of the altar which he had 
made there at the first, and there Abram called 
on the name of the Lord.” 

These things are written for our learning that 
our feet may not stray from the heavenly path-
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wav. In Christ Jesus we are secure, while down 
here we are in a land possessed by the 
enemy and we need protection. Jn this con- 
nection it 1s well to think of oneself in Him as 
ina fortress. To rejoice in such words of His 
as ‘‘None shall pluck them -out of my hand.’’ 
‘*My Father which gave them Me is greater than 
I and no man 1s able to pluck them out!of My 
Father’s hand’’ (John x, 27-29). In Christ 
Jesus we are assured of victory. He said, ‘‘In 
the world ye shall have tribulation, but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world’’ (John 
xvi. 33). In Him we are in His victory. Jesus 
Christ is the heir of all things, to be in Him is 
to be in His inheritance, joint heirs together 
with Him. 

‘“‘BECAUSE I LIVE, YE SHALL LIVE ALSO.” 
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