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Typical and Practical 
Lessons from God’s Picture 

Gallery ‘of Faith. 
ood 

CHAPTER I. 

THE HEROES OF THE FAITH. 

if the Hebrews Epistle we have brought before, 
us in many ways the surpassing glory, worth 
and power of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 

Lord is shown to be greater in His person and more, 
glorious in His power than the angels through whom , . 
the Law was given, than Moses the great leader. “of : 
the Exodus, than Joshua who led them into ; 
land of promise, than Aaron their first Hi gh Pive 2. 
or even than the great priest—King Melohined&k 
Yea, He is greater than the Temple itself, and’His ° 
Sacrifice is of such transcendent value that it needs, 
neither addition nor repetition, but avails for thé 
Eternal salvation of all who put their trust in Him. 
In Chapter IJ.—which has been called the West- 
minster Abbey of Holy Scripture—St. Paul brings 
before the vision of the Jewish saints a wonderful 
gallery of Bible Heroes, who through Faith (in God) 
had lived, witnessed, suffered and died for their 
God. He does it in order to show them that Faith 
in the unseen realities and in the unseen (but re- 
vealed) God had enabled their Fathers to live, act 
and die for Him, and now that the seen things as 
the Temple, the Priesthood and the Sacrifices are 
passing away, He wants to fix their eyes on the un- 
seen and eternal realities (of which the seen things 
were merely Types and Shadows), as the Heavenly 
Sanctuary, the unchangeable High Priest and the 
perfect Sacrifice that put away Sin, and gave a 
perfect Standing to the believer in Jehovah’s Sight. 

Shall we visit this wonderful gallery and gaze 
apon some of the pictures therein? The first picture 
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is that of Abel. We behold him standing at an altar 
with the sacrificial lamb beside him, conscious of 
his own sinfulness, and knowing by Divine Revelation 
that withovt the shedding of blood there ig no re- 
mission of sin. He is about to pl. nge the knife into 
the bosom of the sinless lamb who is to take his place, 
bear his judgment, and whose blood is to cover his 
sin and give him acceptance in Jehovah’s sight. The 
lamb is slain ; the blood is shed ; and Abel obtains 
witness that he is righteous on “the ground of the 
shed blood. Abel’s sacrifice was typical of the 
sacrifice of Calvary, which availed to do eternally all 
that Abel’s sacrifice shadowed. The Lord Jesus was 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter. He died bearing 
His people’s sins, and exhaisting the judgment due 
to them. He made peace for them by the blood of 
the cross, and forgiveness of sins is the first of many 
blessings that His redemptive work has secured for 
His saints. They are accepted in Him and eternal 
life and salvation are, and eternal glory will be, their 
portion. 

The second picture in the gallery reveals Enoch in 
communion and fellowship with God, He was con- 
verted after the birth of his first child, for he realised 
that it was only by Divine grace that he could hope 
to live before, and train that child for, God; and 
knowing that he was a sinful man he cried to God 
for mercy, and was forgiven and accepted through 
the precious blood. For 300 years he lived for God 
in the home, in the business, and in the world which 

was fast ripening for judgment ; and he drew all his 
power for that faithful witness from above. Then 
one day Enoch was missing, and though sought for 
on earth he wag not found, for he was now in Heaven 

with the God he had loved, served, and walked with 

while on earth. He had not died, but God had trans- 

lated him to Heaven, and he entered the Heavenly 

Land without tasting of death.
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In the third picture we see Noah at the command 
of God, building an ark of gopher wood, as a place of 
refuge from the waters of the flood that would soon 
come to destroy the ungodly from the earth; and 
as he builds the ark we hear him warning the people 
of the coming flood, and inviting them to take refuge 
in the ark. But alas ! his preaching is in vain, for 
not one outside of his own household came into the 
ark. The scene changes. The flood has come and 
prevailed over the earth: All those who despised 
Sovereign Grace have perished in the waters; but.we 
behold the ark riding in perfect safety over the waters 
of judgment.’ All within its walls were under Divine 
protection and not-a hair of their heads was touched, 
though death. and destruction had fallen upon ‘the 
whole creation outside. Again we look and lo’ the 
ark is safely landed on the cleansed earth. The door 
is opened by the Lord, who has been in it all those 
terrible days, and He commands Noah and his family 
to go forth. Beside the ark he builds an altar, | 
on it he offers a sactifice to the Lord who’ had saved 
him from destriaction. Jehovah ‘accepted that sac- 
rifice, and in virtue of the shed blood. blessed Noah 
and his sons, entering into a covenant with them. 

God has provided a place of refuge for the sinner, 

(from the overwhelming judgment that is coming), 
in Christ, the Ark of safety. In Him there -is no 
condemnation, - and those sheltered by Him are 
eternally safe, 

CHAPTER IT. 

ABRAHAM’S FOUR ACTS OF FAITH. 

O Abraham, the founder of the Hebrew Nation, 
is devoted the next four pictures in this 
wonderful gallery of faith. Jn the first pic- 

ture we behold him in Ur of the Chaldees a worship- 
per of idols, when the God of glory appeared to him 
and called him to leave his country, his kindred, and 
his father’s house and go into an unknown land. We
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see him obey the call, leaving all that was dear to him 
in his own country to go forth ‘“‘in faith’ on the 
bare word and promise of God. He brought his 
father with him to Haran, and when death removed 
Terah (who had hindered Abraham from full obedi- 
ence) he went forth from Haran to go into the land 
of Canaan and in the full purpose and strength of 
faith ‘‘into the Land of Canaan he came.” Faith 
in a divine revelation from God enabled Abraham 
to make the venture of faith, and to you God is also 
speaking. He calls you to turn from your sin, your 
worldly ways.and come to Jesus Christ for salvation. 
Will you obey His call now ? 

In the second picture we see Abraham walking 
all his days as a pilgrim stranger in the land of, Prom- 
ise, ‘‘ dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the 
heirs with him of the promise.’”’ Wherever he goes 
we see the tent which. marks him as a stranger here 
(separate from the ungodly ways of the people of 
the land), and as a pilgrim bound for another world, 
and beside the tent we always see the altar at which 
he offered sacrificial worship to Jehovah, -and called 
on Jehovah’s name in prayer. Many, like.Abraham, 
hear and obey the divine call, and then, unlike him, 
go back into the world and its sinful ways again, He 
continued to the end a faithful follower of the Lord 
and, following his example, let the child of .God 
remember that he is a ‘‘ stranger and. pilgrim ”’ here 
and act accordingly ; his life and testimony bearing 
witness to the fact that ‘‘his citizenship is in Heaven”’ 
whence he is bound, and from which he awaits his 
returning Lord and Saviour. 

Then in the third picture we behold Abraham 
‘looking away from the passing glory of earthly cities 
to a city whose Designer, Builder, and Foundation 
is God Himself. The vision of the Heavenly City 
upheld him and enabled him to live and witness for 
God all the days of his pilgrimage on earth ; and yet 
Abraham only faintly saw the Heavenly City, whose
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pearly gates, jasper wall, golden street, stable found- 
ation, and changeless eternal glory are so fully 
described to John in Revelation 21 and 22. Are you: 
a citizen of that city? Are‘you looking for the 
Saviour’s coming forth from that city to bring His 
redeemed there ? 

In the fourth picture we see Abraham with his 
beloved son—Isaac— ascending the rocky sides of 
Moriah’s lonely. mountain, with a look of holy deter- 
mination and obedience upon his face, and the sacri 
ficial knife and fire in his hands, He walks side by 
side with Isaac who bears the wood for the altar upon 
his shoulders. But why all this? God is testing 
his faithful servant, and Abraham in obedience -to 
the divine command is “by faith’” offering God 
“his best’’— his only son, in * ehom all the Fromtees 
of God and all the love of the father’s heart are cen- 
tred—as a sacrifice upon the altar, assured that God 
is able to raise Isaac even from the dead in order to 

fulfil His pledged word, that ‘‘ in Isaac shall thy seed 
be called.” Jehovah was satisfied with the father’s 
purpose, and spared Isaac. Abraham had obeyed the 
divine call, sojourned as a pilgrim stranger in theland, 
looked for the Heavenly City, and now we have the 
final and greatest act of faith, in that mighty life of 
faith, ‘‘ He offered up Isaac.”’ Behold in this picture 
a type of another scene. See God the Father bring- 
ing His only Son to Calvary, there to die as a will- 
ing sacrifice for sinners. He is not spared, but He 
gives His life, and through His precious Blood there 
is full, free, righteous, and eternal salvation offered 
to all. Have you received it} 

CHAPTER JII. 

THREE TYPICAL WORTHIES. 

HALL we now turn aside and view the first 
three heroes from the typical point of view, 
looking at Abel as a type of the saints who 

have fallen asleep; . Enoch as a type of the saints
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who shall be living when the Lord returns; and 
Noah as a type of the Jewish and Gentile saints who 
shall be preserved during the great tribulation. Abel, 
the first man who died, was a believer in God. He 
accepted God’s revelation concerning his own fallen 
state, and the necessity of sacrificial blood being 
shed, and he offered and rested upon the appointed 
sacrifice and was ‘accepted by Jehovah, on the 
ground of the lamb that died in his stead. He lived 
for, and served, God until his death, as a martyr, when 
his spirit went to Paradise and his body was laid 
in the grave to await the resurréction moruing. 

So our beloved dead who have fallen asleep throu gh 
Jesus, had in life accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their personal Saviour, and in the power of the grace 
of the risen Christ they lived, witnessed and died, 
and went to be with the Saviour they loved on earth. 
The Word reveals to us “‘ where they are,” and 
“how they are.” Their spirits are ‘‘ with Christ,” 
Who now is seated 1 in Heavenly glory at God’s night: 
hand ; and they are “ very far better ” than the best 
condition that ever saint enjoyed on earth; in con- 
scious fellowship with their Lord, while their bodies 
“sleep through Jesus’ in the dust. of earth until 
Jesus comes to the air for His own beloved ones. 
The first event on that morning will be the resur- 
rection of the sainted dead. ‘‘ The dead in Christ 
shall rise first.” ‘‘ All that are in the graves shall 
hear His voice and shall come forth, they that have 
done good unto the resurrection of life.” Ofthat resur- 
rection unto life and eternal glory, ‘‘ Christ is the 
first fruits, afterwards they that are Christ’s at His 
coming,” when they shall be raised ‘in the restr- 
rection of the just,” and the redemption of their 
bodies will then take place. What a glorious 
morning. Yet the resurrection of the sainted dead 
is only its first event, Something even more wonder- 
ful is to follow.
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And Enoch is a type of the saints who shall be 
living upon the earth silien the Lord returns to the 
ait. Bnoch was converted as a young married man, 
and lived for many years a life of faithful witness 
for God, in felloyship with his unseen Friend, and 
when yet comparatively young ‘‘ He was translated 
that he should not see death”? and though sought 
for on earth was not found, because God had taken 
him to Heaven by way of the air: So there shall 
be a generation of God’s saints who shall not taste 
of death, ‘and who shall not go down into the grave, 
bat shall be changed, and caught up with the raised 
dead to meet the Lord in the air on the morn of His 
coming, and in immortal ‘glorified. bodies shall enter 
into Heavenly glory to be forevér with the Lord, 

All living saints shall share in the blessedness of 
the raptare. The Word of.God admits of none being. 
left behind to pass through the horrors of the great 
tribulation, ‘“ Which shall come upon all the world 
to try them that dwélluponthe earth.” The wordis 
“We shall be changed” (inclusive of all living 
saints, and exclusive of none); and ‘‘ Then we 
which are alive and remain shall. be caught up to- 
gether with them (i. e., with the risen dead) to meet 
the Lord in the air.” Yes, ‘‘ We which are alive” 
—and that is all the living saints, for the Word does 
not say ‘‘ We which are alive and watching,” or 
“ Alive and working,” or ‘‘ Alive and looking,’— 
bat simply the all inclusive word without any quali- 
fication whatever. ‘‘ We which are alive and re- 
main (i.e., on earth) unto the coming”? shall all be 
changed and raptured to meet Him, see Him, be 
like Him, and be with Him throughout eternal days. 

Noah is a type of the Jewish and Gentilo saints 
who shall be preserved through the judgments 
falling upan the earth in the days of the great tribu- 
lation, which shall come upon the earth after the 
rapture of the Heavenly saints. Noah was warned 
by God of the coming judgment of the flood, and
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commanded to build the ark as a@ refuge from it; 
and believing in the sure coming of the threatened 
judgment, moved by fear, he built the ark, and with 
all his house entered into it a few days before judg- 
ment began. The waters of the. flood bore up the 
ark, and it sailed in. perfect security until the judg- 
ment was completed and Noah.and his family came 
forth into the cleansed earth, having been preserved 
from judgment, they were brought into blessing 
on the new earth. 

So there shall be Jewish and Gentile saints pre- 
served through the awful scenes of judgment in the 
time of the great tribulation. (These saints have no 
connection with the saints of this present age). 
These Jewish and Gentile saints will be converted 
through the preaching of the Gospel of the King- 
dom (i.e., the good news that earth’s long promised 
King-Messiah is soon coming to reign) which will be 
proclaimed to all nations by Jewish witnesses with 
such success that a great company of Jews-and an 
innumerable multitude of Gentiles will be saved. 
Many of these witnesses and their converts will per- 

ish in the great tribulation and be raised from the 
dead at its close to form a portion of the Heavenly 

people, but a sealed company of Jews and a multi- 
tude of Gentiles will be preserved through it to enter 
into everlasting life and glory upon earth in the 
Kingdom Age. 

CHAPTER IV. 

AN EIGHTFOLD VIEW OF THE CHRISTIAN 

LIFE. 

HALL we now returnto these early heroesto view 
their acts of faith as a-picture of the Christian’s life 
on earth. From Abel’s sacrifice, speaking of the 

foundation of the Christian life—its beginning—in the 
one sacrifice of Calvary—to Jacob worshipping ; 
where we reach the very height of the Christian life, 
when the child of God, through the blood, in living
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faith enters into the Heavenly Sanctuary as a’ wor- 
shipper, telling out to his Heavenly Father the grati- 
tude, praise, and thanksgiving of his heart for Christ 
and all that Christ has done for him. 

Let us now look at: Abel’s sacrifice which is a type 
of the sacrificial work of Calvary—the foundation 
of the Christian: life. (1) We behold Abel’s faith in 
the Divine revelation: which had been given to Adam 
in the garden after the fall, which told of man’s lost, 
rained, guilty condition, and his need of a sacrificial 
substitute wherewith to approach God, anda covering 
to stand in His presence. (2).We see his faith in 
the necessity of the shedding of the blood of a sacri- 
ficial victim for the sinner who would approach God 
as a worshipper and would seek the forgiveness of 
sins. He knew that “‘ without shedding of blood 
is no remission of sins.” (3) By faith he offers unto 
God ‘‘the more excellent. sacrifice’’ ‘‘ of the first- 
lings of his flock and the fat thereof ”’—-type of. the 
sacrifice of the Lord: Jesus. So the believer to day 
does not rest in the mere belief of the necessity of the 
sacrificial ‘work of Calvary for salvation; he does 
more, for he accepts and rests upon that work alone 
for salvation, taking the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
own personal Saviour. (4) By that sacrifice he ob- 
tained witness that he was righteous, viz., the righte- 
ousness of the sacrifice to which Abel’s pointed was 
reckoned to him, even the righteousness of God 
imputed to him by faith. ‘‘ So the righteousness of 
God, by faith in Jesus Christ, is upon all them that 
believe to-day ”’ (viz., the best robe covers the sinner 
the moment he comes to and accepts Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour, and in that righteousness he can sit 
in the Father’s presence in Heavenly glory for all 
eternity). All man’s righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags and who would dare to come into the King’s 
presence cladin them. (5) When Abel rested alone on 
the sacrifice for acceptance and salvation, God testi- 
fied in an unmistakeahle way to His acceptance of
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tho offering, So God has testified to His acceptance 
of the sacrificial work of Calvary by raising Christ 
from the dead, and seating Him at His own right 
hand, Shall we now look at the second picture. 
In it we see Enoch after his conversion, walking in 
sweet fellowship with God day by day, seeking ever 
to please his Heavenly Friend, and looking for that 
moment when he would be caught up to Heaven to 
dwell throughout eternity with the God of his sal- 
vation ; and we see Enoch taken one day from earth 
to Heaven. ‘‘ He was translated that he should 
not see death.”” So the Thessalonians, in the early 
days of Christianity, ‘‘ turned to God from idols (that 
was their conversion) to serve the living and.trae 
God (that was their occupation from day to. day), 
and to wait for—-—-” ‘‘ Death,’ some one says. 
Ah, no! It was not for death they waited: they did 
not expect to’ go to Heaven by the way of the grave. 
They were waiting, like Enoch of old, tobe caught up 
to meet the Lord in the air. That was their expecta- 
tion, and the hope of the Lord’s coming at any 
moment made them-earnest in. service and holy 
in life. Are you looking for the Lord’s return.? _ Is 
that living hope constraining you to active service, 
and a blameless life ? 

In the third picture we see Noah and his house 
safely sheltered in the ark before judgment falls on 
the guilty world. So the Chcrch of God will 
be safe at home in Heavenly glory before a single 
drop of Divine wrath and judgment falls upon this 
scene. We have the Lord’s promise to His disciples, 
““T will come again and receive you unto Myself, 
that where I am there ye may be also”’; His prayer 
to His Father ‘‘ Father I will that they also whom 
Thou hast given Me be with Me where T am that 
they may behold My glory”; and His pledge to His 
Church in Revelation 3 ‘‘I will keep thee out of 
the hour of temptation which shall come upon all 
the world to try them that dwellupon the earth ”
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which He fulfils by taking His Church to be with 
Him in Heaven where we behold her, in chapter 4, 
in the enthroned Elders sitting in God’s presence in 
glory, before a single seal-is opened, a single trumpet 
blown, or a single ‘vial of wrath poured out upon the 
earth, Why will the Charch escape coming judg- 
ment? Because on Calvary’s Cross the Lord Jesus 
bore all the judgment due to His people, and God 
could not righteously inflict judgment upon any 
of them again. 

In the fourth picture we see’ Abraham obeying 
the Divine call to go forth into an unknown land 
on the bare. word and promise ‘of God. ‘‘ By faith 
Abraham .. . obeyed, and he went out not know- 
ing whither he went.” So the Christian is called to 
a life of obedience. Tn his daily life and walk, obedi- 
ence should characterise the child of God and 
though he be called to pass through. deep waters 
and his -path be a: lonely one yet he should in the 
humble dependence and obedience ‘of faith follow 
His Lord. wherever He leads remembering His 
words “He that. hath My Commandments and 
keepeth them he it is that -loveth Me.” 

The next picture in the gallery shows us Abraham 
as the pilgrim-sojourner bound for the Heavenly 
Canaan, his eye lifted off the passing scenes and 
glories of earth, (for ‘is he not a stranger here), and 
fixed on the Heavenly City, to which he'is journeying 
asa pilgrim. So Peter exhorts us as ‘ Strangers 
and pilgrims ”’ to live a life of holy separation from 
the world, and holy anticipation of the glories of the 
Heavenly City to which we are bound, 

Then we see faith tested in Abraham who had 
been richly blest and honoured by God. He is called 
upon to take his son, his only son Isaac, whom he 
loved, and offer him as a burnt offering to Jehovah, 
and by faith he makes the sacrifice. ‘‘ He offered 
up Isaac,” his darling son, on whom all the promises 
of God were centred, knowing that God could, if
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necessary, in order to fulfil His promises, raise his 
son from the dead. And so God calls upon His 
people whom He has saved and blessed at infinite 
cost, to give themselves to Him as a living sacrifice 
(devoted to His service all their days) upon the altar, 
and with themselves lay their possessions at His 
feet to be used for His glory. What shall I render 
unto the Lord for all His benefits towards me ? 
Many answer by giving God a few moments of time 
and a few coppers in the week. Surely such have a 
very small appreciation of that love that gave its 
best for them and their salvation. 

The next picture shows us Isaac on his dying 
bed blessing his sons concerning ‘‘ things to come.” 
In a great act of faith he grasps the promised future 
things, and acts as though they were already come to 
pass. He blesses Esau with temporal blessings ; 
but to Jacob, the believer in God, he gives the double 
portion—spiritval and temporal blessings. So. God 
preserves and provides for all men, but He has a 
special care and a double blessing for the believer, 
and in the last picture of the series, which is also 
a death bed scene, we see Jacob rise to the greatest 
height of the believer’s life on: earth, in worshipping 
the God Who had led him and preserved him all his 
life long, and giving to God a full portion of praise, 
adoration, thanksgiving, and worship. To worship 
the Father in spirit.and in truth should be the con- 
tinual desire of all the Lord’s people. Reader, have 
you begun the Christian life by taking God’s offered 
salvation? If so, are you seeking to live as these 
old Hebrew worthies did, for the glory of God and 
the good of man ? 

J. 1. McCORMICK,
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LARGE TYPE SERIES. —H..P, Barker. 4 New Gospel Tracts printed 
in bold, clear type for workers among older folks. 4 pp. Cr. 16mo. 

SECOND ADVENT SERIES.—W. W. Fereday, Cr. 16mo., 4 pp., 4 Titles 
Excellent series, just issued. | All touching the coming of the Lord, 
specially suited for these last’ days.- 

GOSPEL ECHOES.—H. P. Barker, cr 16mo., 4 pp., 8 Titles. Excellent 
for broadcast distribution. 

GOSPEL FACTS.—Various writers, Cr 16mo., 4 pp., 8 Titles. Suitable 
subjects for aJl Tract workers. . 

RECORDS OF GRACE.—W. W. Fereday; 4 pp., Cr. 16mo., 4 Titles. All 
Bible incidents, simply told for the unconverted. Entirely new 

HERALD SERIES, Ww. W. Fereday, 4 pp., Cr. 16mo., 4 Titles. Very 
suitable for open-air work. 

7/6 per 1,000 post free; 6d. per packet of 64 assorted. 
8d. post free. 

LATEST ISSUES 
fe ‘ HELPS FOR YOUNG CHRISTIANS ’’ 

ONE PENNY each. 

  

  

  

  

Great Privilege and a Grave Danger ae ERNEST BARKER 
Wheels within Wheels,Parts 1. and II. tee Do, 
Zacharias and Elizabeth or Filled with the ‘Spirit H, P. BARKER 
Jachin and Boaz--or Shining Witnesses ane H. F, G, COLE 
The Forgiveness of Sins .., tee ou vee J. H. McCORMICK 
Great Tribulation we ee Do. 
God’s Picture Gallery of ‘Hebrews xi... te Do. 
Things Written for Little Children In Christ | G. F. VALLANCE 
Will Millions now living never die? ... tee Do. 
Wonderful Journeys in the Fields of Scripture «+ WALTER SCOTT 

NEW NUMBER ISSUED MONTHLY. 
12 Copies (all diffe.ent) of those already published 1/- post free. 
12 copies per month of each title as issued 1/- per month post free. 

7/6 per 100 post free. 

G. F. VALLANCE, Publis fipr-o Christian Literature, 
Goaiayesy ES X. 
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