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6 RUE DISCIPLES,

(A Strupy or Psatm 23.)

h---—l.—r-—-———!

PART 1.
THEIR LEADER.

‘N? K are going to have a simple talk upon’the

subject of ¢ Discipleship.’’ I turn to this

Psalm, because it seems to me to be in a very special
way the Psalm for the disciple.

Disciples must have a leader. "The Good Shepherd

18 the Leader of His sheep, and the Lord and Master

of His disciples.

No man can be a disciple unless he is first saved,
and the first sentence of Psalm 23 involves this,

‘ The Lord is my Shepherd.’’

On this all the blessings of the Psalm hang. If we
can say these words, how blest indeed we are. It
does not say, ““The Lord 1q the shephard ”  That
is true, but-our Psalm says, ‘“The Lord is my shep-
herd.” Can the reader use these words? Happy
indeed are those souls who can take up this sen-
tence ; to whom this matter is a deeply personal
one. Dverythmg depends upon our personal know-
ledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and if we cannot
say, ‘‘ The Lord is my shepherd,”” we are strangers
to Him ; we are not saved, and we cannot be His
disciples. How can we say, ‘“The Lord is my
shepherd ”’ ? A dear girl was lying ill, and greatly
troubled about this matter. Somebody sent her
through the post a Scripture text-card, it ran:
‘““My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and
they follow Me,” and ‘I give unto them eternal
life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of My hand.”” She read those
wonderful words, and said to herself, ‘“If only I
eould say that I was one of His sheep, I should be
happy.” But she could not say it, and she threw
down the card with a sigh, but as the card dropped
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on the coverlet, 1t turned over, and she read, ‘“ Thig
1s a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
Then the ight broke into her soul, and she exclaimed,
“If I am not a sheep, I am a sinner.  Christ Jesus
came Into the world to save sinners, and so He came
to save me.” Then she understood that the sinners
whom Jesus saved are His sheep, and those sheep
can never perish. How wonderfully safe you are
if you have believed on'Jesus! The hand of omnipo-
tence holds-you in everlasting security. The hand
that smote the power of death, that rent the jaws
of the lion as one would rend a kid, and overthrew
the dominion of Satan, holds you. You are for ever
safe. There is a great’deal more than eternal secur-
1ty 1n that-sentence, but certainly the lesser is inclu-
ded in the greater. If you can say, ‘“ The Lord is
my shepherd, ” you can thank God that your soul
1s eternally secure. Jesus said,

““ | am the Good Shepherd.’’

If you were to show me a man who is losing his sheep
every day, I would say of that man, whatever he
sald of himself, ‘*° He 1s a bad shepherd.” A good
shepherd is a keeper of sheep, not a loser of them.

I had been speaking one’Sunday afternoon on the
eternal security of the believer, and at the close of
the meeting, a man said to me,—a good man who
loved the Lord Jesus Christ—‘‘ I do not agree with
you at all. You have been telling us this afternoon
that once a person has trusted on the Saviour, that
person is everlastingly safe. Now may not I, like
the sow, return to my wallowing in the mire?”’ Oh "
I said, “You are a pig, then.”” He got a little red,
and then a smile broke over his fa.ce, and he said,
““No of course, I’'m not. I sce now. I am not a
pig, I am a sheep.” *‘ Exactly,” I said, the Lord
did not say, ‘‘ My sheep return to their wallowing
in the mire.,” He did not say, *° My sows shall never
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perish,”  The Scripturg says, ‘‘ The sow that was
washed, returns to 1ts wallowing in the mire.”” There
1s all the difference in the world between a sheep
and a sow. The sow that is washed is the man who
has not been born again, but who is outwardly re-
formed. He has given up his bad habits--it may
be he has become a teetotaler, and perhaps a little
religious, but there has been no inward work of the
grace of God in his soul. His nature is the same,
and we find him sooner or later back in the mire
again. The pig loves the dirt. I remember reading
of a certain Chinese Emperor, who had an extraor-
dinary predilection for pigs. He had one which
was a speclal favourite. It had an attendant, and
was dressed 1n a silken coat. One day 1t eluded the
vigilance of its keeper, and grunted with delight
in the mud,—silk coat and all. Why ¢ It was the
nature of the beast so to do. Ah, but when a man
or woman comes to Christ, there is an inward work.
They are born again, and receive a new nature that
hates sin; they are His sheep. Oh what gladuess
should fill our hearts that we are the sheep of the
Great Shepherd, who never lost a sheep and never
will. _
The second sentence hangs upon the first.

¢ | shall not want.”’

If you connect the words, ° Never perish ”’ of John
10, with the first sentence, you must connect the
words ‘‘ never thirst’’ of the 4th chapter, with the
second sentence. The Lord Jesus puts His own
mark upon His sheep, He seals them with the Holy
Spirit of God. (Eph.1 :13-14). Every true believer
in the Lord Jesus Christ is indwelt by the Holy
Spirit of God, and in that way they are marked off
as His possession as 1 Cor. 6 :19 tell us., He has
bought us with a great price—His own blood—and
He has taken possession of His purchase by the
Holy Ghost. When a great general besieged and
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took a city, his oflicers would go through that citys
and put the king’s, or the general’s, seal on the best,
the city contained. Then the soldiers were allowed
to go thwuwh the city and sack it, but woe betide
the man that dared to put a finger upon that which
bore the king’s seal. I think if you contemplate
it a little, you will begin to ‘understand what the
Lord Jesus Christ meant when He said about the
little ocnes that belhieved on Him, “‘ It is better for
a man that a millstone be hanged about his neck,
and he be drowned in the depths of the sea, than
that he should stumble a little one.””  Young chris-
tian, you are precious to Christ. Hence it were
better for a man to perish in the sea, than stumble
you, one of the Lord’s little ones. While the in-
dwelling of the Holy Spirit is the seal that we belong
to the Lord Jesus Christ, He also leads our hearts
up to Christ where He is, and He takes of the things
of Christ and shows them unto us. Oh, that we
drank more deéply of those living heavenly streams.
Sometimes we think the world can satisfy us. Do
we ever find it so ? The very best .the world can
give, will fail to satisfy. He that drinketh of the
waters of this world shall thirst agam but he that
drinketh of the water that I shall give him, sdid
the Lord, shall never thirst. The Holy Spir.it of
- God 15 given to us, to'be in us a well of water, spring-
ing up in joy and blessing, and putting us into living
contact with the presence of God above, where joy
dwells for ever. In the enjoyment of the things

that are there, our hearts are satisfied. E
Then, v
¢ He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures.’’

There is the rest that follows naturally upon satis-
faction. The reason of the unrest and the turmoil
simply is that men are not satisfied. = When the
heart is satisfied there is rest. Rest 18 the result of
gatisfaction,
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‘¢ He leadeth me beside the still waters.’’

The still waters speak of quietness of heart, not
necessaruyv  because circumstances. around us arve
quet, but peace and quietness of heart no matter
what the circumstances may bes Do you remember
that wonderful passage, ‘‘ Thou wilt keep Him in
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee, because
he trusteth in Thee,” not ‘‘thou wilt pla,ce him 1n
the midst of a peaceful environment.”” The circum-
stances may- be verv adverse all the time. I believe
it means that we may be in perfect peace in the
midst of circumstances that seem all against us.
We have a wonderful example of 1t.1n the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself. Do you remember that
incideut on the lake of (Galilee, when a great storm
arose?. The winds blew, and the waves dashed in
their fury against the tiny boat in which He sailed,.
and it seemed as though 1t would _be broken and
wrecked by the angry tempest. All in that boat,
seasoned mariners though they were, were filled with
fear, save one:

‘“ His head was on a pillow laid,
And He was fast asleep.”
Why did not the disciples stretch themselves by His
side, and share the peace that filled His blessed
heart? They woke Him, and with one word He
brought those tempestuﬂus billows down at His
feet as a man might bring his dog to his heel. But
those disciples were just as safe in the storm as they
were when a great calm laid itself upon the sea, and
there was no reason why they should not have
shared His peace. The Lord can give His peace
to our hearts, but we shall need a pillow to put our
heads upon, or we shall not enjoy it. What pillow
was it that Jesus put His head upon ? The pillow
of His Father’s changless love. e knew that His
hand held the reins. Those wild tempestuous steeds
were under His control, and in the knowledge of His
Father’s changeless lovo, He could rest, and He
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gives us that same love to rest upon. I know that
more than man was manifested in Him when He
quelled that storm. He shewed Himself to be the
Lord of the elements, but He was man perfect
in His obedience and in His trust, and absolutely
restful when the storm raged.

Christian, there is that for us, if only we are pre-
pared to go in for it. There is perfect safety as to
our souls, perfect satisfaction as to our hearts, and
perfect quietness with regard to all the circumstances
through which we pass in this life. We know that
all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to His
purpose. Isnotthat something that should keep our
hearts quiet ¢ Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth
in Thee. It is when we know these things that we
can be disciples indeed.

PART 1II.

THE PATH OF DISCIPLESHIP.

When you can leave things in His hands, with-
out any care or thought about yourself, you can go
after Him, and thus we read, |

‘¢ He restoreth my soul,”’
or ““ He invigorateth my soul.” The strength that
He puts in, is a strength that can carry us along
the whole way. It is His own strength.
‘¢ He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness

for His name’s sake.’’

That is the path of discipleship, the path of righte-
ousness. Once we trod the path of unrighteousness
but now ‘“ My sheep hear My voice, and T know
them, and they follow Me.”. Just get lLold of the
words, ‘‘ He leadeth me.” I was very certain for
a long time that there was great tenderness in that
word. Itisnot ‘‘He driveth,” but ¢“ He leadeth me.”
One day, however, I found an illustration of it. I
was visiting a friend, a young mother, who had a
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splendid lLittle fellow, about 14 months old, who had
just begun to walk across the floor, if somebody held
his hand. She led him across the floor and I noticed
as she did so, that she did not make him take the
long strides she did, or go the pace that she could
have gone. She shortened her steps to his, and as
he was able to go she went, and spoke words of en-
couragement to him all the way. I said to myself,
‘““That is how the Lord treats me.” She leadeth
him. °° He leadeth me.” Ie knows just exactly
what I can bear. He walks by my side, and just as
I am able to take those steps along that pathway
of discipleship, He leads me, and He will not make
me go one step further, or even one bit quicker than
I am able. Do you think that we have got a hard
Master ? Do not let anyone persuade you it is a
hard and difficult thing to be a Christian. It is a
hard and difficult thing to be one of those half-and-
halfers, those who want to hold the world with one
hand, and Christ with the other. It is a hard thing
for them, but for those whose object 1s Christ, to
those who love Him, and desire to walk with Him,
He says, ° My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.””
We have got a tender blessed Shepherd and Master.
He cares for His sheep with infinite patience and love.

But what kind of a path is this path of disciple-
ship ? It 1s the path of righteousness. It is the
path of His will. But what kind of a pathway *
The next verse tells us,

¢ Yea, though | walk through the valley of the
shadow of death.’’
Does not that mean when we come to die ? It will
include that, no doubt, but this world where we live
18 the valley of the shadow of death. Is not this the
place where Jesus died ? Do you remember what
Ruth said to Naomi ? ‘* Where thou lodgest I will
lodge ; and where thou diest, I will die, and there
will I- be buried.” She did not say, ** Where thou
dwellest,” but ‘“ where thou lodgest,” not, ‘‘ where
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thou liveth,” but where thou ‘‘ diest.,”” That ig the
path of dlhclplLSh‘lP You take up the cross daily,
saying, ““ No” to self, and youn follow Jesus. But
vou say, ‘‘ Does nob bearmg ‘the cross mean some
wnpleasant duty in my life that I must take up
with resignation ?’” No, it does not mean that.
If we had lived when the Lord was here upon earth,
and bhad seen a man carrying his cross, we should
have said, *‘ That man is going to die. He is on his
road to execution. The world is over for him. He.
has got nothing but death before him.”” Well, as
far as this world 1s concerned, that i1s the path for
us. We may not understand 1t very clearly, but
if we love the Lord we will accept it. It was what
we sald In our baptism. But do not fear, the glory
sheds 1ts radiance along that path, and beyond the
clouds, and beyond the gloom, there 1s the city- of
our God, and there is our loved abode; but ag far
as this world 1s concerned, 1t 1s the valley of the
shadow of death.

But surely that will ke a very unpleasant path!
Will it? Hear what the Psalmist says,  Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the shadowof
death, I will fear no evil,

For thou art with me :

Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me.” In the
midst of the valley of the shadow of death he has
perfect confidence. and that because he has the
most blessed company. For us it is the company
of Jesus. Do you realise that you have the com-
pany of Jesus in your-path ? If so, confidence will
be yours, and comfort as well. Hero.is little J ohnny
on his way home from school, IHe mecets some
very rough bad boys, and they treat him badly,
and send him home weeping bitterly. The little
fellow 1s afraid of that road. His father says to huu,
‘““Come on, Johnny, you take my hand, my boy.”

He putsﬂhm hand into his father’s hand and he
walks along by his side. His father says to him,
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“ Johnny, are you afraid 2’ ““ No, father.” ““Why
are you not afraid’ ¢ ‘‘ Decause you are with
me.”” His father is greater than the foes, and he
does not fear. Oh, Christian, have you been troub-
ling lest your witness for Chrlst should bring you
into difficulties ¢ Have you found. circumstances
very trying ? Let the blessed truth of this verse
come into your soul. ‘I will fear no-evil, for Thou
art with me.”” There 1s comfort, wonderful comfort,
if He 1s with us.

¢ Thy rod, and Thy staff, they comfort me.”’
Do not think that the rod is somethmg to beat .your
back with. There is a wonderful story about 12
drv rods which were laid up 1n the Tabernacle before
the Lord, and in the morning, when Moses came to
examine them he found that cne rod had bloomed
and blossomed and brought forth almonds. God
said, The man to whom . that rod belongs shall be
My priest. He shall be the intercessor for My people
in My presence. It was Aaron’s rod, and.that rod
henceforth was the symbol of his priesthood. If
you read the epistle to the Hebrews, vou will find
that the Lord Jesus Christ 1s the One who bears the
priestly rod. He is our great high priést, Who is
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, and Who
18 merciful and faithful. You will find in that
Epistle that we are the sheep of God going through
the wilderness, maintained by that wonderful Priest,
who is spoken of as the ‘' Great Shepherd of the
sheep.” . So it seems to me that the Shepherd and
the Priest run very closely together. What a com-
fort it is to us that He bears that priestly rod. If
we got nearer to Him we should understand 1t better.
Because we have such a high Priest, we can come
boldly to the throne of grace, and find grace to help
in time of need. There 1s wonderful comfort in the
fact that our Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the Great
Shepherd, is the One who bears the priestly rod.
What is going to happen to us in this path of
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discipleship ¢ We have the Lord Himself ; and noth-
g 1s, or could be, better than Himself, for if He
gives Himself, how many other things there are He
bungs with Him. Jf we have Himself, we must
have other things, but it is in having Himself that
‘we have them.

‘“ Thou preparest a table before me

in the presence of mine enemies.’’ We cannot find
anything to satisfy the spiritual man in this world.
This is the place where the husks of the swine are.
Oh, but He can spread a table, and He can make
that table to groan beneath the rich viands that
His blessed hand places on it! Wonderful are the
things that He can put before us. Do not imagine
if you turn whole-heartedly to the Lord, that it will
mean a dry and barren life for you. No, the good
things of God will be 'brought before you, and God’s
things must be infinitely greater and better than
the Lest that the world can supply. I know what
people say. They say when & man has become
converted, that he has become serious. When did
the prodigal become serious ? He was not serious
in the Father’s house. With the fatted calf before
him, bread enough and to spare, and the music and
the dancing, he, with the rest of the household, be-
gan to be merry. He began to be serious out yonder
in the pig field, and high time, too. That was a .
very serious situation to find himself in, and if you,
my reader are still in your sins, yours is a serious
situation. If your eyes were only opened, you
also would be serious about your soul’s welfare, If
you do not return to the Father’s house, you will
go into everlasting hunger outside the glory of God,
for ever,

“ Thou anointest my head with oil.”’

We read, ‘‘ Oil makes the face to shine.”” It is the
joy of the Holy Spirit, seen in our witnessing for
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Christ. As the heart feasts upon Christ, there will
be joyous testimony for Jesus. I have heard 1t
sald, more than once, ‘° He has-got something that
I have not. I would give anything to be like him.”
What makes people say that ? A feasting happy
heart ; a witnessing for Christ in the jov and unction
of the Holy Ghost, and an overflowing cup of bless-
ings. If my Theart is feasting, my face will be shin-
ing for the Saviour, and there will be blessing for
others through me.

é¢¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life, and [ will dwell in the
house of the Lord for ever.”” Take note of what
it says. I remember going to the house of a dear
christian man, and 1 read a text on the wall
which said, °° Surely, goodness and mercy hath
followed me all the days of mv life.”” e had altered
the text. It does not say, ‘° Surely, goodness and
mercy hath followed me all the days of my life,”
but ‘‘ Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life.”” It looks forward to the
future. Xveryone of us can look back on the past,
and say, ‘‘ Goodness and mercy have followed us.”
In spite of all our sorrows and misgivings and doubts
and fears, goodness and mercy have followed us.
But faith looks onward and faces the future with
confidence. Goodness and merey shall be our rear-
ward. Kvery sorrow will be followed by a blessing,
every trial will bring with it a mercy, and in every
conflict we shall be more than conquerors as wo
follow our Lord, for whatever the appearance of
things may be, goodness and mercy shall follow us,
not one day in seven only, not when the sun shines
brightly on our path only, but “all the days
of our life.”’ Then the end.

¢ 1 shall dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever.’’

I can understand some of our modern christians

saying to David, “° Is it not very presumptuous of
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vou to speak with such confidence.? Would it not
be more Lecoming of you to say, ‘I hope I shall
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.” ”’ If 1t had
depended upon David it would have been presump-
tion even to hope. If getting to the glory of God
depended upon you, 1t 1s the height of presumption
to even hope to get there. But look at the Psalm.
It says, “The Lord is my Shepherd.” If the
Lord is my Shepherd, I will dwell-in. the house of
the Lord for ever. The Psalm - that begins with
“the Lord is my Shepherd” could. not finish in any
other way. It would not be complete if it did. I
will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.” The
Shepherd 1s responsible for the sheep. The Lord
will see that all His sheep are safely home in the
house of the Lord for ever. His very honour is at
stake, the glory of His Name is involved. But most
of all, He loves us teo well to lose us. He paid too
big a price for us not to possess us for ever.

We shall never know how much 1t cost Him to
save us, to make us His sheep. We shall know 1t
better there, but we shall never be able to tell all
that i1t cost Him.

It will be glorious when we roam the pastures
green up yonder, with our Shepherd, to see His
blessed face, to gather in His presence, and to hear
His voice of love and welcome. It will be alorious
to have a deeper sense of what it cost Him, and of
His great love to us., How full and sweet will be
our praise as we cast our crowns at His blessed feet,
and make heaven melodious by their music as they
fall upon the golden pavement at His feet. Again
and again we shall say, Thou hast Thyself done it,
done it all.

“Thou hast thyself redeemed us,
Yes, thou hast done it all.”
The Lord help us to understand His love better,
that we may be a wee bit truer to Him along the road
that leads to glory. J. T. MAwsoN.
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H. P. Barker writes: ‘‘ 1t is excellent, and should have a future of much

usefulness before it."” _
We have produced at this cheap price to encourage Broadcast distribu

tion.
4/6 per Doz. Post Free. FOURPENCE Each 30/-per 100 Cge Paid.

BOURD IN CHASTE COVER AT NINEPENCE: EACH.




MAGAZINES.

ORDER FORM.
To G. F. Vallance,

Publisher of Christian lLiterature,
GOODMAYES, IsseX.

PleaSﬂ EE d tu LIII- ............... LR L R L Y TN o

The undernoted Magazines for 1927.

WEEKLY. Post Free.
..ss.o. The Christian ... oo 2d. Yearly. 13/-
...... The Life of Faith PO - 13 /-
...... joyful News ... S - il 6/6

MONTHLY. Yearly.
...... Helps for Yuung Christians*® 14, 1/6
...... Marching Orders* 13d. 2/~
......The Ambassador (Gnspel)* .. id. 1/~

(3 /- per 100) Ilustrated. '
vee-o. YOUNE Fulks (Gespel) * : 3d. 1/-

(3 /- per 100) Illustrated |
...... The Witness 24 . 2d. 216
sssss1 € Christian Graphm - 24, 2/6
......The British Evangelist R 14d. 2/-
...... Believers’ * Pathway ave | wwe 1d. 1/
..... ...Herald of Salvation . 1~
veeresBOys and Girls e +d 1/-
..... ,Across the Seas id 1/-
......Advent Witness P | 2/
......Echoes of Service ... o 2 26
...... The Harvester .. 2d 2/0
...... Links of Help e 2d 2/6
eeresdCIipture Truth ;o 3d 4/-
" You and 1 (BARTER SNOW) e w230 3/-

AMERICAR. _ Per Year
veennsThe King’s Rusiness (TORREY) ... 74':
...... Wonderful Word .
......Servmg and Waiting . T7/0
veernsOUr Hope (GAEBELEIN)  wee ove aee oo e 710
......Muﬂd)lr Instltute Monthly ... cwe OfF
wreresQur Record (DETROIT) e ow ww waw e BB
.o Bvangelical Christian cr™ e e O/
......Armnur of Light (Cnicaco) e Bf°

* 8eo Special Offer on Page 2.
Assembly Parcels sent Fost Fres.

Any other sound Magazine suPP“iE,

Bibles, Hymn Books and all other supplies kept. Lists and details gladly
mnt to_all enquirers.

e

G F. VALLAKCE, Fuhlinhﬂ‘\'ﬂt\ Ih‘i:-m,i “L:taraturu, GOODMAYES, EsseX
‘ \




