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PREFACE .

N sending forth these Lectures on the

Tabernacle of Israel, I am fully conscious

of their incompleteness as an exposition

of the many and varied precious truths connected

with the types and shadows of the Levitical

economy. They were delivered in various places, to

congregations chiefly composed of young Christians,

and were intended to be elementary in their char

acter, so as to meet the condition of the majority of

those who heard them delivered . They were taken

down in shorthand, and though they have been

carefully revised , yet there is a ruggedness about

them, and sometimes a little repetition, which would

have been avoided if they had been written for the

press instead of being orally delivered .

I send them forth in the hope that as the Lord

was pleased to give help to many when they were

delivered, so that He may further use them now to

lead on some of His children into a deeper know

ledge of His word, and a more earnest desire to

understand His will as shadowed forth of old in

type and figure.



iv PREFACE.

In lecturing on these subjects I have increasingly

felt the importance of showing the one only way of

access to God through the blood of atonement, and

of exalting both the sacrificial work and priestly

office of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and I have deeply

felt the need , in these days of departure from

foundation truths, of presenting from these Old

Testament types, as unfolded by the epistle to the

Hebrews, that there is but one sacrifice for sins, one

way of access to God, and one High Priest who

ever liveth to intercede for His people.

I have not desired to discover new interpretations

of types, nor do I pretend to originality of thought,

though in some things I have not followed in the

general views held by those who have expounded the

types. My object has been to re -present in simple

language those well -known truths of atonement,

righteousness, intercession, worship, etc. , and by

means of the model which I have used to bring

before the mind, through the avenue of the eye,

these precious realities, and to point to all as in

some way or other showing forth the glories of

Christ in His person and work ; but it will be seen

at once, by the very brevity of these lectures, that I

make no pretension to having given an exhaustive

view of the subjects treated of ; on the contrary,

I have only touched the surface. That He may use

this humble contribution to the dissemination of

His truth is my earnest prayer.



A VOICE FROM THE ALT.AR OF 

BURNT-OFFERING. 'II-

"Thine iniquity is taken aw
a
y, and thy sin purged."-ISA. vi. 6-S. 

_, � HA VE been at the altar, and witnessed the Lamb 
� Burnt wlwlly to a.shes for me ; 

And watched its sweet savour ascending on high, 
Accepted, 0 Father, by Thee. 

And lo, while I gaze at the glorious sight, 
A voice from above reached mine ears : 

"By this thine iniquity's taken away, 
And no trace of it on thee appears. 

" An end for thy sin has been made for thee here, 
By Him who its penalty bore ; 

With blood it is blotted eternally out, 
And I will not remember it more." 

0 Lord, I believe it, with wonder and joy
Confirm Thou this precious belief; 

While daily I learn that I am, in myself, 
Of sinners the vilest and chief. 

What Christ is, is now the unfolding to me 
Of the wonder of grace that I am ; 

And where He is seated, there nlso, I'm told, 
Is His loved one, the Bride of the Lamb. 

The burnt-offering, or Holah; means in Hebrew" that which ascends. 

OigllizedbyGoogle 



vi A VOICE FROM THE ALTAR.

Lord, send me on errands of mercy to those

Who henceforth my path shall surround ;

To tell them that sin , for which Jesus has died ,

May be sought for, but shall not be found.

That as far as the east is removed from the west,

So far shall their guilt be removed,

Who have come to the altar, and learnt from Thee there,

What the death of its Victim has proved.

A. M. H.

ELLE
SISSEETAHUI

BALAAM BLESSING ISRAEL.

NUMB. xxiv,
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LECTURES ON THE TABERNACLE.

I.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

DESIRE in these addresses on the Taber

nacle of Israel to bring out from the

types and shadows of the old dispensa

tion somewhat of the glories of the Lord Jesus

Christ in His work and in His person. We read in

Psalm xxix . 9 : "In His temple every whit of it

uttereth His glory” (margin ); so we may surely

say that every part of the tabernacle brings the

Lord Jesus to our view . Whether we take the

curtains, or the pillars, or the foundations, or the

holy vessels — whatever part of it we consider, they

all point in some form or other to the perfection of

His atoning work, or the brightness of His glorious

person . In the details of its structure, ordered

in every particular according to the revealed mind

of God, the tabernacle reminds us of the supreme

authority of the word of God, and the importance

B



10 LECTURES ON THE TABERNACLE .

and blessedness of obedience to it. In a day like

the present, when the spirit of lawlessness and want

of subjection to authority prevails, this point is to be

especially noted. In the types of the past dispensa

tion — the tabernacle and its services- there is a

fulness we can never fathom ; they are like a mine,

in which the deeper we go the finer is the ore ; and

the more we dig the more we discover the true gold

of the sanctuary ; and so from the tabernacle in

the wilderness I want to present to your minds

some of the blessed truths which it illustrates con

cerning the Lord Jesus — truths suited to those who

are still unsaved, and those who are the children of

God.

But first of all let us look briefly at the history

of the children of Israel. The book of Exodus

begins with redemption by blood . The children of

Israel were in Egypt groaning under the tyranny of

a king who knew not their fathers ; and as he made

their lives miserable with cruel burdens, their cry

went up to the ear of God, and He came down in

the person of His servant Moses to bring them out.

But He must do this in a righteous manner, in a

way consistent with His own character. And as

the children of Israel were sinners as well as the

Egyptians, they were equally worthy of judgment

in the sight of a holy God ; therefore, if they are to

escape the judgment about to be poured out upon

the land, God must provide a substitute for them .

So Israel is commanded to take a lamb without

blemish—the innocent to suffer the penalty due to
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the guilty, a type of the Lamb of God who should

in the fulness of time come to bear away the sin of

the world .

The lamb is taken and killed, and its blood

sprinkled on the lintel and side posts, and the

Israelites eat the passover in their houses. And

on the night of that death scene, when the angel of

the Lord went through the land smiting the first

born in every house, from the house of Pharaoh

the king down to that of the poorest servant, in the

land of Goschen, where Israel dwelt, there was not

a single death, because on every lintel was the

blood of the Lamb, and under its shelter the

children of Israel were perfectly secure, and were

feeding upon the lamb itself, “roast with fire,”

deriving strength for their journey, with their loins

girded, and staff in hand ready to march out of the

land.

God now brings them a little way out to learn

their first lesson of dependence upon Himself. The

Red Sea rolls before them ; the Egyptians are pur

suing after them, and they begin to murmur against

God. God opens a way through the Red Sea for

them , and they go through dryshod ; but Pharaoh

and his host following them were engulphed in the

sea, and then we have the first song recorded in

Scripture : “ The Lord hath triumphed gloriously ;

the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the

The Lord is my strength and song, and

He is become my salvation,” is their language.

When redemption is wrought, and deliverance ac

sea.
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complished, then Israel sing unto the Lord. In

Egypt, groaning under their bondage, they were

unable to sing, for they had no joy in their heart ;

but as they see their foes overthrown by the arm of

Jehovah they rejoice in what He has done for them .

So now there is no true singing of heart for any of

us until we are assured of salvation , and know

that we have passed from death to life by faith in

the Lord Jesus. They go on. But the wilderness

had lessons for them just as it has now for us, and

only three days after their song they again show

that their hearts are still unchanged. They come to

à place where they find no water, and they mur

mur again ; but the need only serves to bring out

God's power to meet it , and our needs as Christians

are blessed opportunities for the display of God's

abundant grace. They soon come to water, but find

it bitter ; and the Lord shows Moses a tree to cut

down and throw into the stream , and in a moment

the waters of bitterness are made sweet ; so the

next day they come to Elim , with its twelve wells

of water and seventy palm trees. There are precious

lessons for us here. As we journey on we find

there Marahs " in our pathway ; but let faith

be in exercise, and the scene will soon change into

Elim , with its cooling shade and refreshing wells.

The best way out of our troubles is to bring Christ.

into them. Let Christ, the true arbor vitae (tree of

life), be cast into the bitter waters, and they will

soon become sweet. In His presence the crooked is

made straight, and the mountain becomes a plain.

66

are
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They go on a little farther, and now they want

bread, and the Lord sends down manna, the bread

from heaven, for them ; and so with us, we are

dependent upon God for spiritual sustenance, and

in His word He has provided it ; but, like Israel,

we must gather it fresh daily. Again , they are

made to feel their need , and from the riven rock the

water gushes forth in a stream, which follows them

in all their journeyings. What a picture of the

blessed Lord Jesus, the Rock of Ages, smitten for

us ! They go on farther, and come to mount Sinai,

where God begins to remind them of His goodness

to them , and makes known His claims upon them .

Israel replies, “ All that the Lord hath said will we

do, and be obedient ; " and then God speaks in His

holiness. Up till now God had dealt with them in

love and grace, and borne all their murmurings ; but

now that they put themselves under the law, and

take their stand upon the ground of works, He

speaks in righteousness, and Sinai flashes fire, and

the earth trembles. God now reveals Himself as

the holy God, and in effect says, “ Before I can

dwell among you there must be the shedding of

blood - the sacrifice for sin ." The giving of the

tabernacle resulted from Israel putting themselves

under the law. God's holiness demanded that if

He was to dwell among His people He must have a

dwelling -place consistent with His holiness, and so

Moses gets his instructions for the building of the

tabernacle.

Let me he briefly trace the steadfast purpose of
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God to have a dwelling-place with man on the earth.

For a little while in the garden of Eden God walked

and communed with man ; but Adam fell, and sin

marred the fellowship. But God's purpose was in

nowise frustrated, and with Abraham God con

versed as with a friend ; He called him to dwell

alone, and chose his seed to be a special people

unto Himself. After their sojourn in Egypt for

430 years He brought Israel out to be His habi

tation, a people among whom He might dwell.

In the fulness of time the Lord Jesus Christ ap

peared , the true dwelling-place for God — God's

tabernacle on the earth . “ The Word became flesh ,

and tabernacled among us, full of grace and truth .”

He was God manifest in the flesh , Emmanuel — God

with us.

Again we see this purpose revealed in the Church

of God redeemed by the precious blood. Paul, writ

ing to the Ephesians, says, “ Ye are builded together

for a habitation of God through the Spirit.” So that

even now Christians are the habitation of God by

the Holy Ghost who dwells in their midst ; this is

true also of the individual believer. Again we

look on to the time when the redeemed Church,

gathered safely home in glory, shall be the habi

tation of God ; and still further in the eternal state

( Rev. xxi. 1-4) when the tabernacle of God shall

be with men, and He will dwell with them . ” Thus

we have in this tabernacle a type of the Lord Jesus,

the true dwelling-place of God, and a picture of the

present position of the child of God, the future



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 15

glory of the Church, and of the final eternal state

when God will dwell among His people in the

renewed earth .

And here let me say that the place to see these

things, the place where God reveals these truths to

us, is on the mount of communion. When God

was going to tell Moses how to build the tabernacle

He took him up into the mount alone with Him

self ; and when David desired to build the temple,

and prepared so abundantly the materials for it,

God Himself gave him the pattern by the Spirit,

and in the temple which Solomon afterwards built,

every single detail was in perfect accordance with

the pattern David had received from the Lord ; and

again , when the apostle John in the Revelation saw

the New Jerusalem, the city of God, descending out

of heaven, he was taken by the angel on to a great

and high mountain. Ezekiel also, when he was

called to see the new temple yet to be built in the

Holy Land, was lifted up to a very high mountain,

and there he saw the glory yet in store for Israel in

the latter day. So now, if we want to get into

God's counsels, to know what God has revealed as

to our portion for time and for eternity, we can

only learn it on the mount of communion with

Himself ; for “ the secret of the Lord is with them

that fear Him ; and He will shew them His cove

nant.” (Ps. xxv. 14.)
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II.

THE MATERIALS .

E come now to the tabernacle itself. The

first thing I want you to note about it is,

that the whole of the materials for it were

the willing gifts of God's people. “Of every man

that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take

my offering," was the word of the Lord to Moses.

God in His grace would receive from the hands of

His redeemed ones the things necessary for the

building of the tabernacle, the dwelling-place for

Himself; and so God delights now to receive from

His own children that which He has first of all

given to them, and which their hearts willingly

render back to Him. Israel at this time were so

full of love to God, and of remembrance of His

gráce, that they brought in such abundance that

Moses had to tell them not to bring any more

presents ; for there was already much more than

was needed. Would that it were more so with us

now ! Whatever the Lord has given to us should

be counted as His ; our time, our talents, our money,

our influence, whatever we have, should be looked

upon as received from God to be used for Him . A

poor little boy once went to a missionary meeting
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with only one penny in his pocket. At the close of

the meeting there was a collection made, and as the

plate passed him the little boy put in his penny.

Seeing that he looked at it rather wistfully, the man

with the plate asked him if he wanted his penny

back again . “ Oh, no, sir , " was the little fellow's

reply ; " I was only wishing I could put myself on

the plate." That is the spirit we want ; for there

is not any too much of giving to the Lord in these

days; but if the love of God be enjoyed by us,

and His redeeming grace constantly present to our

minds, we shall not forget that we belong, not to

ourselves, but to Him who died for us and rose

again ; and that we are not our own, but “ bought

with a price ," and are, therefore, to render to Him

all we have and are.

THE CURTAINS AND PILLARS .

C

And now, as we look upon the tabernacle as a

whole, the first thing which strikes us is the fine

twined linen curtains by which it was surrounded .

These fine linen curtains were suspended upon sixty

pillars, each filleted with and joined together by

rods of silver. In the book of the Revelation

( chap. xix.) we are taught the meaning of fine linen ;

there it symbolizes the righteousness of saints ; here

it is a type of the righteousness of God. The

silver used in the tabernacle represents redemption.

It was derived from the atonement money received

from the Israelites on the occasion of their being

numbered, and the fine linen curtains remind us of
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righteousness ; and so the first thing we notice

about the tabernacle, God's dwelling-place, is, that it

was surrounded by a wall of righteousness coupled

with redemption ; and the first thing that God

reveals to us as sinners is, that in the Lord Jesus

Christ righteousness and redemption are linked

together. God has sent redemption to his people

by Jesus Christ. None but He could bring re

demption, because in Him only could it be said

that " mercy and truth are met together, righteous

ness and peace have kissed each other . ” God's

righteousness is pre-eminently seen in His work of

redemption. When God redeems sinners, it is upon

the ground of the perfect sacrifice of Christ by

which His righteousness was vindicated ; and it is

this union, this linking of God's righteousness, and

His redeeming love, which is the ground of our

peace. If we saw God's dwelling-place surrounded

by righteousness only, it would terrify us, because

that would separate us from Him ; but as we see

God's righteousness in punishing sin linked with

His love in providing a substitute in the person

of His Son, we find comfort and peace to our souls.

There were sixty pillars supporting the curtains

which formed the court of the tabernacle, a hundred

cubits long by fifty broad. But as the tabernacle

was erected in the sandy desert, and sand, as you

know, does not afford a good foundation for building

upon, for each pillar there was provided a socket

of brass, which would sink into the sand, and by

its own weight provide a solid and firm foundation
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for the tabernacle. Brass (or, as it ought to be,

copper) in Scripture denotes that which is solid and

enduring, and in this way it is a type of the Lord

Jesus Christ, who by His own inherent divinity

was able to support—to meet all the claims of God's

holiness, and thus become the foundation of His

people's hope. And so we sing

« On Christ the solid Rock I stand,

All other ground is sinking sand."

The curtains which thus surrounded the taber

nacle were five cubits high ; and inside the curtains,

at the top, there was a rod of silver stretching from

pillar to pillar, thus forming one unbroken rod all

the way round . This speaks to us, I think , of God's

unbroken completed redemption. Like the silver

rod, which formed one continuous band all round

the tabernacle, God's work within our souls having

been once begun , He carries it on right through to

the end. His redemption is a complete one. His

mercy or lovingkindness endureth for ever - it

stretches from everlasting to everlasting. As the

bow of His promise spans the heavens from the

one horizon to the other, so His mercy extends.

The redemption wrought out by His unchanging

love is eternal ; there is no break or flaw in it ; it

compasses eternity, and includes every member of the

redeemed family.

THE GATE.

We next come to the entrance or gate. There

was but one entrance , but one way by which an

Israelite could get into the court of the tabernacle,
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and that was through the gate which stood in front.

That is a picture to us of the one means of access

to God, of the one way which He has provided, by

which men can approach Him, and this by the Lord

Jesus Christ. And then notice that the gate was

twenty cubits wide. All might come through the

gate to the altar with their sacrifice. It measured

100 cubits in all. The number 100 seems to imply

infinity or universality, but it was spread out, in

viting the Israelite to come near. This surely was a

foreshadowing of the " whosoever ” of the gospel, the

blessed proclamation which takes in sinners of every

degree, and assures them of acceptance with God

through the Lord Jesus Christ. Then notice, too,

that the gate was of the same materials as the

curtains — fine-twined linen ; but coupled with it we

have the three colours so often referred to - blue and

purple and scarlet - interwoven with the fine linen .

Now I think this brings out most precious teaching

concerning the Man Christ Jesus, coming down

from heaven to reveal the way of approach to

God. The colours display the varied aspects of

His person, as “ the Sent One " from God. Blue

is the heavenly colour, and in it we

ininded that the Lord Jesus came from heaven to

do the will of the Father in our redemption - He

who while here in the world as the servant of

Jehovah could yet say of Himself that He was

“the Son of man which is in heaven ,” and who

also said, “ Lo, I come to do thy will, O my

God !" Purple is the royal colour, and we think of

are re
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Him as the royal Man who as King of kings and

Lord of lords is yet to reign on the earth. And

then in the scarlet we have Him presented to us

as the suffering Man — the Man of sorrows, and

acquainted with grief. Scarlet is the sacrificial

colour, and points to the Lamb of God giving

Himself as a sacrifice for the sin of the world .

The gate was hung upon four pillars, and I

suggest that as the four evangelists present to

us the fourfold character of the life of the Lord

Jesus Christ, so perhaps these four pillars may

represent to us these four gospels in which we

have unfolded the life of the Lord on earth as

the Son of David, the servant of God, the Son of

man , and the Son of God. Thus we see that the

gate symbolizes Him, who said , “ I am the way,

the truth, and the life : no man cometh unto the

Father, but by Me." There was one only way of

entrance to the tabernacle, and there is one only

way of access to God — by Jesus Christ. If any

had presumed to attempt to enter through any

other part, or climb over the curtains, the judgment

of God would have overtaken them. So if any

dare to draw near in any other name than that

which God has given, the judgment of God will

surely overtake them ; for “ there is none other name

under heaven, given among men , whereby we must

be saved ."

“ One only door of heaven

Stands open wide to -day ;

One sacrifice is given ;

' Tis Christ, the living way .”



22 LECTURES ON THE TABERNACLE .

III.

THE ALTAR OF BURNT -OFFERING .

媒

NSIDE the gate we find the ground of

approach to God . We need to have a

' good ground for confidence before God ;

and just as there is only one way to God, so there

is but one ground for peace with God, or confidence

before Him. So immediately inside the gate we are

brought to that which presents to our mind the

atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The first

thing which meets the eye as we pass within is the

brazen altar of sacrifice. The altar was made of

brass (or more probably copper) and shittim or in

corruptible wood. Brass is a very hard metal, and

was used, in the construction of the altar on this

account. It denotes firmness, stability, endurance,and

typifies the Lord Jesus, as able by virtue of His divine

nature to sustain the fire of God's holiness. The

wood is a type of His spotless, incorruptible human

nature. The brass was necessary, that the fire might

be sustained continually on the altar. The fire was

first kindled by the Shekinah -glory of God, and

it was the duty of the priests to see that it never

went out. Day and night it was to be kept burn

ing, and therefore the altar needed to be of a material
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able to endure the action of the fire. In the altar,

therefore, we have a picture of the God -man Christ

Jesus in His twofold nature - perfect God, and yet

perfect Man.

The
purpose of the altar was the offering of sacri

fice. Upon it was offered the burnt-offering - or

rather the ascending-offering, as the whole went up

in the smoke of a sweet savour to God and the

meat-offering, and the peace offering ; and before it

was poured out the blood of the sin and trespass

offerings, which were burnt to ashes outside the

camp. When an Israelite desired to approach God

he was to bring the bullock or lamb for a sacrifice

to the priest ; the priest was to receive it from his

hands, to kill it, and then it was to be burnt upon

the altar before the Lord ; and so the Israelite would

have the joy of forgiveness and acceptance. And

as we gaze on Christ as the sacrifice, the atonement

for our sins, we see how perfectly we are forgiven

on the ground of what Christ has done. A perfect

atonement made, reconciliation to God and forgive

ness of sins is the result of that atonement; and

on the ground of the work of Christ, God can now

forgive any sinner who will come to Him, presenting

the sacrifice of Christ as His only plea.

But we learn also here that we, as believers in

Christ, stand before God in all the virtue of the

Lord Jesus Christ. The sacrifice was consumed upon

the altar, and the whole went up to God as a sweet

fragrance, because it pointed on to Christ Jesus Him

self, who was ever a sweet savour to God ; and every
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believer in Jesus is accepted before God in the

merits and perfection of the risen and ascended Son

of God. As He is before God, so are His people ;

they are looked upon by God as in Christ, perfect

through the comeliness He has put upon them. We

see this truth exemplified even in Israel's history.

When Balak desired to curse them, and hired

Balaam for that very purpose, he was not allowed

to do so, but was forced to utter God's thoughts of

His people in the sublime words, “ He hath not

beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath He seen per

verseness in Israel : the Lord his God is with him ,

and the shout of a king is among them .” (Num.

xxiii. 21. ) This was true of them only as seen in

the acceptance of the altar ; for in themselves they

were a stiff-necked and rebellious people.

Thus we learn that asJesus was accepted byGod for

our souls' salvation, so now He stands in the presence

of God for us. We have not only a crucified , but

a risen Christ as our perfect acceptance with God .

In Him there is not only perfect pardon , but an

acceptance equal to the pardon ; for all the perfec

tion of Christ belongs to every believer in Him .

And as we see this in the light of God's truth por

trayed in these shadows, we behold Jesus, the sacri

fice for our sin, the ground of our peace with God ;

Jesus, the One by whom we are perfectly justified,

and the One in whom we are accepted with God.

Then inside the altar was a grating entirely of

brass, the use of which was to support, to hold up

the sacrifice while the fire consumed it. In this we
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have another type of the Lord Jesus as the One

capable of upholding all the claims of the most

holy God ; and so we find Him saying, “ I have

power to lay down my life, and I have power to

take it again . " Although it was "by wicked hands"

He was crucified, yet it was a perfectly voluntary

sacrifice on His part ; and as the fire was never allowed

to go out, but was always to be kept burning, so Christ

is always before God for us : He never ceases to

appear in the presence of God for us.

The altar was made four -square. One side faced

the north, one the south, one the east, and one the

west ; so that from whatever quarter the Israelite ap

proached, he found the altar with its provision.

This teaches us that the sacrifice of Christ is of the

same value, the same virtue, to all parts of the earth,

setting forth again the glorious truth , “ Whosoever

shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved .”

Then again the altar was the largest vessel of all,

it was large enough to contain all the rest within

itself ; and from that we may learn that there can

be no approach to God, no true worship of God, no

real service apart from Christ. Everything must begin

with and be carried on in connection with His work

and person .

THE LAVER .

We now come to the brazen laver, the use of

which was to contain water for the priests to wash

in when engaged about their service. This vessel

is worthy of our close attention. It was made out

of the brazen looking-glasses of the women as
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sembling at the door of the tabernacle (Exod .

xxxviii. 8) , and being thus of a bright burnished

surface, it reflected everything which passed before

it ; so that whenever a priest went by the laver to

his service, the outside of it would show him his

need of cleansing, while inside it he would find the

water for cleansing away his defilement, thus at

the same time it revealed the need of washing, and

contained the provision for it. The laver, I believe,

is a picture of the word of God in its application to

the walk and service of God's children . It is first

a type of that regeneration wrought in the heart by

the operation of the living Word by which the soul

is born anew, as well as cleansed, even the washing

of regeneration spoken of by Paul in his epistle to

Titus. It is also a type of the daily cleansing

needed by the saints of God as they pass through a

scene defiled by sin. The word of God is that

which cleanses the believer as it is brought to bear

on his conscience and life. It is the bath in

which he washes himself, as well as the mirror that

makes manifest the need of cleansing. The washing

at the laver is also referred to by Paul, when

writing to the Ephesians. In chap. v. 25 , 26, he

says,
“ Christ loved the Church, and

for it ; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with

the washing of water by the word.”

The command to the priests to wash at the laver

was so stringent that they could not go in to the

tabernacle to do the service inside of trimming the

lamps, or burning fresh incense, or out to the altar

gave Himself
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to present the sacrifice on behalf of others, without

washing their hands and feet at the laver, except

under pain of death. What a lesson to us to-day

as to the importance of doing the work of God with

clean hands! In John xiii. the Lord Jesus teaches

His disciples this same lesson, when He takes water,

and girds Himself, and washes their feet. He assures

them that they are clean every whit, while still they

need the gracious exercise of His loving service to

them in washing their hands and their feet. In all

their previous labours and difficulties He had been

with them in person , but now He was about to leave

them to do His work in His absence, and He would

thus unfold to them that even in their " holy

things," in their service for Him , they would need

the constant application of the water of the word

to maintain their souls in communion with Him.

How important it is for us to know that we

cannot possibly do God's work in our own way ,

neither can we do it in the world's way ! Every

action , every service, that will have God's ap

proval must be tested, and must be directed by

His word : God's servants must wash at God's

laver. And what a privilege it is to serve as well

as to know the Lord ! But there are many Christians

who do not seem to value this privilege. They

rest satisfied with knowing themselves saved, and,

as it were, remain at the altar, forgetting that they

are called to serve and worship by a new and living

way made for them right into the holiest of all.

They never seem to understand that they are made
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God's priests, to go in and out before Him in wor

ship and in service .

Before we pass on we must press again the

solemn word to the priests regarding the con

stant using of the laver as given us in Exodus

xxxi. 19-21 : “ When they go into the tabernacle

of the congregation, they shall wash with water

that they die not : or when they come near to

the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire

unto the Lord, so they shall wash their hands

and their feet, that they die not. " The application

of this to us, God's servants, now in this day is very

plain, and it is very important that we should give

it its due weight and consideration. In all our

service for the Lord — whether it be in the sanctuary

among the saints of God, in teaching or in worship,

or whether our service be in the gospel to the world

outside, presenting Christ as the sacrifice for sin

there is the same need of the word of God to

cleanse our walk and guide our conduct. How

much spiritual death and coldness is there in our

service and worship, because the teaching of the

laver is little thought of, and its lessons not

practically carried out in the lives of God's

people ! clean that bear the vessels

of the Lord ,” is a word we do well to remember in

these days of much active and busy outward

service for the Master.

66 Be ye
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IV .

THE DOOR .

8 we pass by the laver we come to the door,

the entrance into the tabernacle itself, which

was divided into the Holy place and Holiest

of all. Inside the door we are brought to gaze upon

the brighter and heavenly glories of Christ. Outside

is the brass, connected with suffering ; inside, the

only metal is gold, typical of the glory. Here we

have the holy vessels : the golden lampstand, the

table of shewbread, and the golden altar of incense

light, fellowship, and worship. There are many of

God's children who seem content to remain outside,

and know only the truths of pardon and forgiveness,

instead of going on to know the Lord in the fuller,

deeper unfoldings of His glorious character. His

desire for all His saints is that they should apprehend

and enjoy the fulness that is in Himself for them ;

to walk in the light ; to have fellowship with Him ;

and to worship by Him in the power of resurrection .

And yet how few of us enter into our blessed

privileges, and make substance of what the Lord

has given us.

The hangings of the door were made of fine

linen, with blue, purple, and scarlet work, as in the
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gate of the court, and measured ten cubits by ten.

They were suspended from five pillars of shittim

wood, overlaid with gold , resting on sockets of

brass. In the door we are surely pointed to Jesus,

who is not only the way to God, but also the

entrance into the presence of God, into the holiest.

He said to His disciples, in John X. , “ I am the

door : by me if any man enter in, he shall be

saved , and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”

Not only is there salvation in Jesus, but sustenance

for our spiritual life. The five pillars may remind

us of those five names of our blessed Lord contained

in Isaiah ix. : “ His name shall be called Wonderful,

Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting

Father, and The Prince of Peace.”

THE VEIL.

Next we have the veil which separated between

the Holy and the most Holy places, and beyond

which no one could pass but the high priest once a

year with the blood of atonement. What a solemn

time that must have been to Israel. The blood of

the sin -offering of atonement was shed and taken

into the holiest, and sprinkled upon and before the

mercy -seat by the high priest, while the cloud of

incense which he was commanded to take over

shadowed him . There was no access, no liberty of

approach, no boldness. The high priest himself

did not dare to enter except as he bore the censer

of incense and the blood. But now all is changed,

because the Lord Jesus ha He has fulfilledcome.
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all the types and shadows of the Old Testament;

He has put away the shadows, and revealed Him

self as the substance of them all, and brought

access and nearness to those who were afar off.

When He came to the cross, having completed the

work that God gave Him to do, He cried, “ It is

FINISHED ;" God answered Him from heaven , and

with His own hand rent the veil from the top to .

the bottom . And with the rending of the veil

there was the annulling of Old Testament ritual, a

change in dispensation, a taking away of the

shadows, and the bringing in of the full light of

the gospel, the presentation of full, present, and

eternal salvation, instead of the annual atonement ;

in short, a perfect antitype - Christ, instead of the

imperfect shadows.

In the veil we have a type of Christ in His

spotless humanity, but not in His Godhead. There

was no gold in the veil, because gold is a type of

deity, and the deity of Christ could never suffer

death, or be rent asunder. But Hebrews x. tells

us that the new and living way was opened up to

us by Christ “ through the veil, that is to say, His

flesh.” The veil was rent in the midst, and a way

was made direct from the gate right up to the ark

itself. And thus in the death of Christ all barriers

were swept away - all that hindered our approach to

God was removed—and in the “ It is finished ” of

Calvary we have boldness to come into God's own

presence. Oh what a wonderful salvation God has

wrought for us !—our sins put away, our place of
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worship within the veil,” and we ourselves seated

in heaven in the risen , glorified Christ.

THE COVERINGS OF THE TABERNACLE .

Over the boards of the tabernacle there were four

coverings, entirely hiding and shutting out from

view its golden framework and its silver sockets.

The first or innermost of these was made of fine

twined linen, interwoven with blue, purple, and

scarlet ; the second was made of goats' hair ; the

third of rams' skins dyed red ; and the fourth or

outer covering of badgers' skins.

In looking at these coverings, I shall reverse the

above order, and begin at the outer one of badgers'

skins. The word translated “ badger ” is somewhat

obscure. It is supposed by some that a species of stag

abounding in the neighbourhood of Sinai is intended ;

others that a kind of seal, which is said to have

been found at that time on the shores of the Red

Sea, is referred to. However, this much is clear,

that the skin was of a tough and durable nature,

well suited for the outer covering for protection from

the elements, as the same Hebrew word is used in

Ezekiel xvi. 10, where it is also translated “ badgers'

skin ,” and God says to Israel, “ I shod thee with

badgers' skin . ” The typical meaning seems to be

that, just as the outer appearance of the tabernacle

was rough and by no means pleasing to the eye, so

to the outward gaze of men the Lord Jesus is but

as a root out of a dry ground : He hath no form

nor comeliness.” When He came in humiliation as

66
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the Messiah to Israel, the nation saw no beauty in

Him that they should desire Him . Only the Spirit

taught men that followed Him could gaze beneath

the surface, and say of Him , “ Webeheld His glory,

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father .”

The outside beholder could see nothing of the beauti

ful curtains underneath ; the dark exterior was all

that met His gaze ; while the priests within could

look up and see over their heads the varied colours

of blue, purple, and scarlet. In like manner, only

those who have been taught of the Spirit, and led

to Jesus as their Saviour, can see beneath the sur

face, and say of Him, whom the world still rejects

and despises, He is “ the chiefest among ten thousand

yea, He is altogether lovely.” This is also true

of the Church of Christ. The language of the Bride

in the Song of Solomon is, “ I am black, but comely

as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solo

mon. " In her own sight, and in the sight of the

world , the Church has nothing to glory in ; but in

the eyes of her Lord, and decked in His beauty, she

is comely indeed, without spot or wrinkle.

Underneath the badgers' skin there was a covering

of rams' skins dyed red . This surely reminds us of

the Lord Jesus in His sacrificial, substitutionary

character . The first mention of a ram in Scripture.

is in connection with Abraham offering up his son

Isaac. His hand is stayed by the voice of God , and

he is pointed to a ram caught in a thicket by his

horns ; and he takes it, and offers it in sacrifice in

the stead of his son. Again , the ram is often re
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ferred to in connection with Israel's sacrifices. At

the consecration of the priests two rams were pre

sented — one for a burnt-offering, and the other for

the consecration - offering. So doubtless in this

covering we are led to remember Him who gave

Himself as the sacrifice in our stead.

Underneath this we come to the goats' hair.

This covering had special dimensions prescribed.

It was made of eleven curtains, each thirty cubits

long and four wide ; these were joined together

into two curtains - six lengths in one, and five in

the other — these again were coupled together with

fifty taches of brass. This covering would seem to

remind us especially of Jesus as the sin -offering.

The goat was the animal chiefly selected for the sin

and trespass -offerings. (Sée Lev. xvi.; Num. xxviii.)

On the annual day of atonement the priest was com

manded to take two goats, and cast lots upon them,

the one for the Lord, and the other for the scape

goat. In this covering the Israelite would have a

constant reminder of the special offering by which

atonement had been effected, and sin put away.

The outer coverings extended just to the door of the

tabernacle, but of this one the eleventh curtain was

doubled over the door, hanging down so as to be

visible by all. Thus the remembrance of the sin

offering ever met the gaze of the Israelite. In like

manner we should ever have before our souls the

remembrance of the Lord Jesus as the sin -bearer,

that He died for our sins according to the Scriptures.

This curtain being doubled, the one half folded
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inside, the other outward , seems to present the sin

offering in its relation to God's holiness as well as

to man's need. In this we have a beautiful type of

the sacrifice of Christ as at once meeting all the

claims of God's holy law , and also supplying all the

sinner's need. As we go on with these coverings

we find more beauty and deeper significance in

them. So it is with us in our knowledge of Christ.

As we come inside we see ray upon ray of the

divine glory wbich dwells in the Lord Jesus Christ,

and as we are led on in the truth, we find in

creasing beauty, greater perfection , brighter glories

in our redeeming Lord as we gaze upon Him .

Underneath this covering of goats' hair we come

to the beautiful curtains of blue, and purple, and

scarlet, which covered the golden boards constituting

the framework of the tabernacle. These were com

posed of ten curtains, twenty -eight cubits long by

four wide, joined together in two sets of five cur

tains, which were coupled together by taches of

gold and loops of blue, and formed one covering.

In this we have presented to us the Lord Jesus in

His perfect humanity. It was composed of the

same materials as the veil which divided the holy

place from the most holy. And as we learn from

Heb. x, the veil is typical of His flesh , so we may

conclude that this curtain is a type of His perfect

humanity. And in the colours of which it was

made we have most precious teaching as to the

varied glories of the Man Christ Jesus.

The material of this covering was fine - twined
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linen , and the colours were embroidered into it.

The fine linen presents to us the Lord Jesus as the

perfect, holy, righteous Man — the One of whom the

Father testified that He always did the things that

pleased Him ; of whom the devils confessed that

He was the Holy One of God, and of whom the

Roman centurion who guarded the cross said,

Certainly this was a righteous man.”

The first colour mentioned is blue. This is pecu

liarly the heavenly colour. We see it in the

firmament over our heads ; its lovely azure greets

us after the clouds have passed away, and it seems

to speak of the calm, unbroken peace and joy of

the celestial world . It is a symbol of the love of

God shining out to a guilty world in the person

His Son. In it we read, “ God is love ;" and such

a verse as John iii. 16, “ God so loved the world,

that He gave His only -begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in Him should not perish , but have ever

lasting life, " may well be taken as an exposition of

this colour. As the blue of the heavens expands

over infinite space, so His love is an everlasting

love. His mercy endureth for ever.

In the scarlet we see Jesus as the suffering Man,

“the Man of Sorrows." We see Him giving Himself

as the sacrifice, to provide the precious fountain by

which the scarlet-dyed sins of those who trust Him

may be covered over by the deeper dye of His

scarlet-atoning blood. The cross and its untold

sorrows and agony was ever before Him. His path

way through this world led onward step by step to
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that moment when, suffering under the weight of

our sins, He cried out, “ My God, my God, why

hast thou forsaken Me?” Thus in the scarlet we

are led to gaze on Him as the one who was indeed

the Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.

The purple was the royal colour, and was typical

of earthly sovereignty . When the soldiers in Pilate's

hall were mocking the Lord Jesus, and were deriding

His claims to be the King of the Jews, they put on

Him a purple robe. They clothed Him in mockery

with that which was His by right. When He stood

before Pilate, he asked Him, “Art thou a King

then ?” The Lord answered him, “ Thou sayest

that I am — a King. To this end was I born , and for

this cause came I into the world.” The Lord thus

claimed kingly glory as His right; but it was only

through the sufferings of Christ that the glories

should follow .

Purple is a colour obtained by the commingling of

blue and scarlet, and in that fact we seem to have

an intimation of the Lord Jesus obtaining the

purple of royalty by descending as the heavenly

Man to the death of the cross, thus bringing the

blue into union with the scarlet . Yes, we know

He shall yet wear the purple robe as God's King.

We have this truth set forth in Phil. ii. He who

was from heaven , who thought it not robbery to be

equal with God, came down and made Himself of

no reputation ; He became obedient to death , even

the death of the cross. There we have the scarlet.

“ Wherefore ?" Because He was thus the perfectly
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obedient One, and so perfectly combined the blue

and the scarlet. “ God also hath highly exalted

Him, and given Him a Name which is above every

name ; that at the Name of Jesus every knee should

bow . " There we have the purple, the royal colour

which He will wear by -and-by, as King of kings

and Lord of lords. He soon will take the throne,

who while on earth was "despised and rejected of

men . " The “ Man of sorrows will yet wear the

crown, and at the bidding of His Father the

kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms

of our Lord and of His Christ. And, oh ! what a

glad day that will be when He is crowned ; for we

who believe on Him, and are now identified with

Him , shall then be with Him - partners of His

throne, as “ heirs of God, and joint-heirs with

Christ. ” Oh, blessed hope lying before us when

JESUS will take the reins of government out of the

hands of Satan, and reign as Prince of Peace and

King of Righteousness !

“ Hark ! those bursts of acclamation ;

Hark ! those loud triumphant chords:

Jesus takes the highest station,

Oh, what joy the sight affords !

CROWN HIM ! CROWN HIM !

KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS ! ”

1

But what a dreadful time that will be to the un

saved world outside, when the One who now

appears as Saviour shall come as the Judge, and

every knee shall bow before Him !
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V.

THE FLOOR OF THE TABERNACLE.

HE

JAVING examined the curtains of the

tabernacle, we will now pass inside. First

of all, the priest as he entered would be

struck with the contrast between the glorious

curtains over his head and that which formed the

floor of the tabernacle — the sand of the desert.

In this we have a picture of this passing dispensa

tion . The tabernacle was a transient structure ; it

was adapted to Israel's condition as passing on

through the wilderness to the promised land, It

was not intended to be permanent ; in due time it

was to give place to the more enduring building

the temple of Solomon . Thus it was figurative of

the pilgrim character of the Son of man while in

the world , and of His people as passing through a

desert scene on to the glory awaiting them . Over

head were the glorious curtains with their cherubic

figures interwoven into them , and on either side

the golden boards ; but under the feet was the

desert sand . That which spoke of glory over

shadowed and surrounded those who entered the

holy place, while the bare earth was beneath them .

So believers now , while journeying through this
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present world , with the dust of the earth constantly

defiling their feet, are yet heirs of glory, and are

pressing on to that scene of ineffable light and

bliss, of which they are even now made to receive

the earnest ; for “ whom He justified, them He also

glorified.” Thus we pass on singing

“ Our feet still press the weary waste,

Our hearts, our homes, are in the skies."

Soon we shall reach that home of light and glory,

and enter that glorious abode of which Solomon's

temple was the earthly counterpart. In that there

was no stone seen, all was overlaid with gold.

Although stones of various sizes, great stones,

costly stones, had been brought from out of earth's

quarries to form that glorious structure, yet when

brought into their places, chiselled , moulded ,

fashioned according to the mind of the Divine

Architect, they are not seen in their natural con

dition, but are covered over with that which tells of

glory and divine perfection. So will it be with

the saints of God—they are now being quarried

from nature's stock , they are being brought out by

divine power and sovereign love, and then they

shall shine forth in all the perfection of that divine

glory put upon them by their beloved Lord.

THE CHERUBIM.

Both in the veil and in the glorious curtains cover

ing over the boards there were inwroughtemblematic

figures of Cherubim . There exists a very con
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siderable difference of opinion as to the signification

of these mysterious figures ; many have supposed

that they were typical of redeemed man, and of

the church of God, but we have never been able to

receive this interpretation. This one fact alone, to

our mind, disposes of this view ; viz ., that they

formed part of the veil which was rent at the death

of the Lord Jesus, and which is distinctly said to

be “ His flesh.” Further, in that work of atonement

accomplished by His wondrous death the Church

could have no part ; in that work He stood alone.

They seem to us rather to symbolize divine

power in its various actings towards men , sometimes

in grace, sometimes in judgment ; they are beings

expressive of God's governmental dealings with

His creatures. In the garden of Eden we have the

rst mention of them ; there they are seen acting

in righteousness in connection with the sword of

justice -- guarding the way of the tree of life. In

the tabernacle we see them alsoin connection with

the mercy - seat. They are there connected with the

Shekinah-glory of God resting in perfect acceptance

on the sprinkled blood; and are of one piece with the

mercy-seat itself, representing the throne of grace.

In the first chapter of Ezekiel we see the cherubim

as four living creatures, having each four faces—the

face of a man, of a lion, of an ox, and of an eagle.

These four faces indicate different aspects of the

power of God put forth in His actings towards the

world . The face of a man is symbolic of knowledge

and intelligence ; a lion denotes majesty and strength ;

D
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the ox is expressive of patient labour — as it were,

the long-suffering exercise of power in forbearance

towards guilty man ; and the eagle figures quickness

of sight and rapidity of action . God's dealings are

marked by these varied attributes — divine know

ledge, almighty strength, patient long- suffering,

combined with swiftness of execution. These four

living beings were the signs of the standards under

which the tribes marched in their journeys ; the

Lion of Judah led the van , and under his standard

the tribes of Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun ; the

standard of Reuben (the man ) followed , with the

tribes of Reuben, Simeon, and Gad ; then the

tabernacle itself, with its vessels, carried and

guarded by the tribe of Levi ; then the standard

of Ephraim (the ox), with the tribes of Ephraim ,

Manasseh, and Benjamin ; and in the rear the

standard of Dan (the eagle), with the tribes of

Dan , Asher, and Naphtali.

We pass on to the Revelation, where we see

them in connection with the throne of judgment,

and with the dealings of God towards the fully

ripened iniquity of man, as then seen to be headed

man of sin ” —the Antichrist. There

they are the active agents in the calling forth of

the various judgments on the opening of the seals,

where each of the living creatures in order is said

to call to the riders on the judgmenthorses, “ Come." *

But besides their symbolical character, they re

* Not " come and see," as in the Authorized Version, but

" come,” or come forth . "

up in the
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present to us the precious fact of God's omniscient

care over His people. There is a constant allusion to

the wings of the cherubim in the book of Psalms,

as well as in some other parts of the Old Testament.

In Ruth ii. 12 we read that when the desolate

Moabitish maiden came to glean in the fields of her

kinsman, Boaz, he pronounces on her the blessing

of the God of Israel in the words, “Jehovah

recompense thy work, and a full reward be given

thee of Jehovah the God of Israel, under whose

wings thou art come to trust .”

The sweet psalmist of Israel, who so often proved

the wondrous protecting care of the Lord during

his exile and persecution from the hands of Saul,

often speaks of this sheltering canopy of divine

protection. " Hide me under the shadow of thy

wings.” ( Psalm xvii. 8. ) “ I will abide in thy

tabernacle for ever : I will trust in the covert of

thy wings .” ( Psalm lxi. 4. ) “ He shall cover thee

with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou

trust . ” ( Psalm xci. 4. ) “ How excellent is thy

loving-kindness, O Lord ! therefore the children of

men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings. '

( Psalm xxxvi. 7. ) “ Because thou hast been my

help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I

rejoice .” (Psalm xliii. 7. )

And would not the disciples be reminded of the

cherubim , as the Lord Jesus stood and wept over

Jerusalem , and uttered His lament, “ How often

would I have gathered thy children together, even

as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and
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ye would not ” ? Their minds would doubtless

recur to the overshadowing wings of the cherubim ,

as they listened to those words of tender pity and

compassion from the lips of their Lord and Master.

It is a reality still, that God's wings are over His

people, and His love is caring for them . And this

too will be their eternal portion , “for the Lamb

that is in the midst of the throne shall overshadow

them, and feed them, and lead them to living

fountains of waters : and God shall wipe away all

tears from their eyes.” (Rev. vii. 17. ) Thus, as we

gaze on the cherubim in the tabernacle, we are surely

reminded of the wondrous protection of God over

His own, that the everlasting arms of omnipotence

are beneath them , ever upholding them , and

guarding them upon their journey from grace to

glory.

“ Lo ! our Saviour never slumbers ;

Ever watchful is His care ;

Though we cannot boast of numbers,

In His strength secure we are ;

Sweet their portion,

Who our Saviour's kindness share ,

" As the bird beneath her feathers

Guards the object of her care ,

So the Lord His children gathers,

Spreads His wings, and hides them there ;

Thus protected,

All their foes they boldly dare . "
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VI.

THE FRAMEWORK .

HE tabernacle itself was constructed of

forty -eight boards, each of which was

made of shittim -wood overlaid with gold,

and had two tenons, which fitted into sockets

of silver, and being dovetailed one into the

other, were then fastened together with bars of

shittim -wood overlaid with gold. Thus they stood

firmly fixed together on their foundations of silver.

Now in the structure of the tabernacle as a whole,

and in the several boards, we have a type of the.

Church of God and of the individual believer. The

whole joined together as one is a very precious type

of what the Church of God should be before Him ,

as “ builded together as a habitation of God by the

Spirit."

The wood of which the boards were made was

cut off from nature's tree, and brought into the

service of the sanctuary, covered over with gold ;

and the boards were fitted and joined together

a compact building for God to indwell. So with

the members of the Church. They are brought

out of the condition of nature, severed altogether

from it, and ght into union with the Lord
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.

Jesus, and joined together in Him . They form

a glorious unity — a temple for God to inhabit, and

a body of which Christ is the head. They are

built upon the foundation Jesus Christ Him

self being the chief corner-stone.” They form a

building fitly framed together, growing unto a holy

temple in the Lord , to be His eternal habitation.

They are a body fitly joined together, and com

pacted by that which every joint supplieth. They

are a people of whom God has said, “ I will dwell

in them , and walk in them ; and I will be their

God, and they shall be my people . ”

And in each single board , fixed firmly upon the

foundation, we see also the individual believer saved

by grace , and forming an abode in which God the

Spirit can dwell, according to the apostle's word to

the Corinthians : “Know ye not that ye are the

temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth

in you ? " As of the Church , so of each believer is

it true, that he is indwelt by the Spirit of God, as

the seal of his belonging to God, and the earnest of

his future inheritance .

THE SILVER SOCKETS.

The sockets of silver on which the boards rested

were formed of the atonement-money of the children

of Israel. In Exodus xxx. 11-16, we find that

God commanded Moses, that on every occasion

when Israel were numbered he was to take from

each of the Israelites, from twenty years old and

upwards, a ransom half a shekel of silver, " that
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there be no plague amongst them when thou num

berest them ." A half -shekel was to be the amount

of atonement-money paid by each. The rich were

not to give any more, nor the poor less. In the

matter of atonement or ransom , each one stood on

the same ground before God, and therefore all had

to bring the same amount. But in the case of the

voluntary offerings, the rich were expected to bring

the bullock , while of the poor a pair of turtle doves

would be accepted, because in service or worship the

Lord expects to receive according to the light and

ability of each one ; while as to salvation all is of

grace, and therefore all stand on the same ground.

In service the Lord accepts according to that a man

hath, and not according to that he hath not. This

half-shekel was not for redemption itself — that was

provided by the blood of the lamb — but it was to

be a memorial that they had been redeemed ; and

with the silver thus obtained Moses made the

foundations of the tabernacle. We are thus taught

that God's dwelling-place rests upon atonement.

The Church of God stands before Him now and for

ever upon the ground of redemption .

The sockets of silver which formed the foundation

of the tabernacle, together with the four on which

the pillars of the veil stood, were a hundred in

number. The number one hundred expresses in

finity or completeness. In this we are taught that

God's atonement is an infinite one. The Lord

Jesus Christ gave Himself as a ransom for all ; He

made a full and complete atonement for sin .
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In David's history we have a solemn lesson taught

us in connection with the atonement-money. Re

member, that God had commanded that whenever

the children of Israel were numbered the half

shekel of atonement-money was to be taken ; and

when David numbered Israel his sin consisted in

this, that he forgot to recognize God's claims over

them , and that they were His people, and so the

half-shekel of atonement-money was not demanded.

The result was, that a number of people from the

nations around, who had no part with the children

of Israel, were numbered with them , and God was

obliged to visit Israel with punishment for the

neglect of His command.

We see the same thing in the present day. Num

bers of persons on church rolls who have no right

to be there, because they have never been brought

to Christ; they have never, as it were, brought the

atonement-money for their souls.

God judged David for his sin , and He sent the

plague among the people ; but when David cried to

God about it the plague was stayed, and the sword

of judgment was sheathed at the threshing - floor of

Araunah the Jebusite, where David erected an altar

and offered sacrifice to God. And in after years, as

we find from 2 Chron. iii. 1 , on this very spot

where David erected his altar, and the judgment

was stayed, Solomon's temple was built. That

glorious temple (a type of the Eternal one) stood

where atonement had been made. And when we

get home to glory, the theme of praise of all the re
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deemed will be the atoning work of the Lord Jesus

Christ ; for it will be said of them , “ These are they

which have washed their robes, and made them

white in the blood of the Lamb."

Each single board is a type of the individual

Christian . Each board was made of wood, but en

tirely overlaid with gold. The wood was not seen ;

it was completely hidden by the gold. And so

believers are said to be in Christ, and God looks

upon them as in Christ, covered over with the gold

of His perfect righteousness. God's eye rests in

perfect delight on His Son ; and as hidden in Christ,

sheltered by His blood, justified and accepted in

Him , God looks upon His children ' now as without

spot or blame. He does not behold iniquity in His

people, because He sees them in His own spotless

and glorious Son ; and “ as He is, so are we in this

world ."

And then each board had two feet or tenons

fitting into the silver sockets. Thus they had a

firm foundation, and in the redeeming work of the

Lord Jesus Christ there is a good foundation for

each child of God. We read in Psalm xl., “ He

brought me up out of the miry clay, and set my

feet upon a rock .” Our feet are planted on a Rock.

Not one foot, but our feet ; not one foot upon feel

ings and one upon faith , but both upon the rock

Christ Jesus. The two feet also represent the two

fold pillar God has given us, as we read in Psalm

lxxxix . : " Mercy shall be built up for ever, thy faith

fulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens .”
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Then notice how beautifully the whole fitted

together. The tabernacle was joined by five bars

running along, four outside, and one right through the

whole of the boards inside, thus uniting the whole in

the closest tie. In the four visible bars we may have

represented to us so many different vital truths and

doctrines in which all true believers are agreed,

such as the value of the atonement, the Godhead of

the Son ; but the unseen bar inside represents the

one life, the eternal life, which the Lord has im

parted to every believer. Every truly saved soul is

a partaker of a risen life which is hid with Christ

in God . Black or white, learned or ignorant, it

matters not, every believer in Jesus is bound by

this tie of divine life in the Lord Jesus Christ. The

day is coming when this union shall be openly

manifested ; but even now it is a real union in the

sight of God. The desire of the Lord Jesus that His

people should be one shall soon have its fulfilment

when He returns in glory to gather all His redeemed

into one fold ; but meanwhile, oh that Christians

would recognize their oneness in Christ, and gather

to the name of the Lord Jesus alone, and prove the

sufficiency of that Name, and the power of the

Holy Ghost working in the midst of the saints of

God when gathered to the Lord Jesus. Then would

they also learn how each member of the body is

needful in forming the strength of the whole !

THE PINS AND CORDS .

The sides of the tabernacle were kept firmly

fixed together by pins and cords in addition to the
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solid foundation . The cords were fastened to brass

pegs which were driven deep down into the ground ,

thus imparting solidity and firmness to the whole

structure. Surely this would symbolize the strength

of Him who holds His people, and that wondrous

power which keeps the believer on his desert jour

ney. Not only are we saved, but “ He keepeth the

feet of His saints ; ” and Peter writes that we are

“ kept by the power of God through faith unto

salvation .” What a precious thought this is to us

that God does not leave us to ourselves ! but having

saved us by His grace He will keep us to the end.

Of Israel it is written, “ He drew them with cords

of love, with strong bands of a man.” Those bands

of love, and those cords of mercy which drew us, still

hold us, and they are firmly fixed upon divine power,

and thus the whole is kept secure ; the Church of

God and the individual believer are aliko kept by

the
power of God. The devil may entice and ensnare

the soul, and hinder his enjoyment of the things of

God, but he cannot rob us of eternal life.

Then there was additional strength given to the

tabernacle by the corner boards being fastened to

gether with rings at the top and bottom . These

speak to us of the Lord Jesus,as the chief corner

stone, to whom we are, as it were, linked by the

rings of everlasting redemption and love. When we

come as poor sinners to the Saviour He receives us,

and we are then seen by God as " in Christ Jesus,

and, oh, what a wonderful reality it is that we are

taken up out of this world, are in Him made living

stones to form the tabernacle of God eternally !
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VII.

THE GOLDEN LAMP -STAND .

E now come to the vessels inside the taber

nacle. The first was the seven -branched

golden lamp-stand, about which we shall

have many things to notice. It was made of pure

gold. Over and over again we find the words “pure

gold ” used, especially of the lamp -stand. It con

sisted of the main upright stem, which was called

the shaft, from which proceeded six branches, three

on each side. Each branch had a lamp at the end,

the whole together giving forth a sevenfold light.

The lamp-stand is a type first of the Lord Jesus

Christ Himself, and then of what the Church of

God - believers in Jesus — are, as linked to Him , the

source of all true light and life. The only light in

the tabernacle was that which came from the lamp

stand. There was no window in the tabernacle, and

if there had been it would have been covered by

the four coverings ; there was no light except that

derived from the lamp-stand. Now we read in the

Revelation that the New Jerusalem , the heavenly

city, “ had no need of the sun, neither of the moon,

to shine in it : for the glory of God did lighten it,

and the Lamb is the light thereof." The Lord Jesus
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is the light of the city of God, and in that particular

the tabernacle of old typifies the heavenly city, and

the golden lamp-stand shows forth the Lord Jesus,

the only light therein . Then again, the only light

God has in the world now is His people, typified in

the branches coming out from the main stem of the

lamp-stand. He compares His people to a city set

on a hill which cannot be hid, and He says of them ,

“ Ye are the light of the world ," and their business

down here is to shine forth for Him amid the dark

ness that is thickening on every hand. The apostle

Paul reminds the saints at Philippi that they were

in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation,

among whom they were to shine as lights (or rather

light-bearers) in the world, holding forth the word

of life. (See Phil. ii. 15. ) Then next the lamp-stand

was always giving light in the tabernacle ; it was

the duty of the priests to tend it, to keep it supplied

with oil, and to see that it never went out. So the

Lord Jesus is always the light of God, and the

Church of God the light on the earth, receiving all

her supplies from the Lord Jesus, who is at the

right hand of God.

Then we might notice the structure of the lamp

stand. It was made out of a talent of solid, pure

gold. This would be worth about five thousand

pounds in our money, which in that day would be

a larger sum in proportion than at the present day.

This would doubtless show us the preciousness of

God's light, that just as the lamp-stand was made of

precious metal, beaten out of a talent of pure gold,
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so He who is the light of God is precious to Him ,

and should be precious to us ; for “unto you that

believe He is precious.”

Then we see the three branches on either side,

which represent believers, proceed out of the shaft

or centre, which is a type of the Lord Jesus. Now

the truth here presented is that it was out of the

death of Christ that the Church was formed ; if He

had not been bruised in death there never would

have been a Church of which He should be the

Head. But as out of the lump of gold there was

beaten the beautiful and glorious lamp-stand, so out

of the bruising of the Lord Jesus Christ there has

come forth the Church. There is important truth

also in the fact that the branches proceed out of, not

are grafted into, the centre, because in like manner

we, as believers forming the Church, the body, and

the bride of Christ, are not grafted into Him , but

spring out of Him. You may graft a good apple

tree on to a stem of a wild crab -apple, and it will

bear good fruit ; but that which springs out of the

stem must be of the same nature as the stem itself.

Now we spring out of Christ as the dying and living

One, and partake of His nature according to 2 Peter

i. 4. In Eph . ii. we are said to be quickened together

with Him, and raised up together with Him , and

seated in heavenly places in Him . There is a living

link of union between Christ at God's' right hand

and the members of His body down here upon

earth. In John xv. this vital union is illustrated by

the vine and the branches, where the Lord compares
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His disciples to branches proceeding out of Himself,

the true vine. Here we see plainly the branches

were part of the vine, and partook of the very nature

of the stem, from which they derived all their vigour

and fruitfulness.

The workmanship of the lamp-stand was very

elaborate and beautiful. . Each branch was adorned

with a knop like an almond, and flowers, or,

as the word appears to be, lilies . The almond is

always a type of resurrection, and its occurrence

here may remind us that it is in resurrection that

the true union of Christ and His Church will

be manifested, and that it is in the power of a

risen life alone that God's people now can bear testi

mony for Him ; and the almond is also an earnest or

pledge that God will perform His own word. He

gave to Jeremiah at the outset of his prophetic

ministry a vision of an almond-tree, and when Jere

miah had beheld it, He said, “ I will hasten ” ( this

word has the same root as “almond”) “ my word to

perform it." The almond would also signify the

fruitfulness that should characterize the members of

Christ, and the flowers or lilies may denote the

purity and holiness of their walk and ways.

The beautiful workmanship of the lamp - stand

teaches also some precious truths. As Bezaleel was

specially endued with divine wisdom and skill in

fashioning this as well as the other vessels, so we

may learn that the Church of God is being moulded

and fashioned by the Spirit of God, according to

the counsels of infinite wisdom , and that by-and -by
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in the light of the glory she will show forth the

hand and skill of Him who has wrought in her to

will and to do of His good pleasure, and will be

for ever to the praise and glory of His grace, by

whose wondrous design she has been brought into

divine perfection and beauty. The centre was

higher than any of the branches, reminding us that

among all Christ our Head must have the pre -emi

nence, that He is exalted abuve all principalities and

powers, and every other name.

The lamps were kept filled with pure olive oil,

which was obtained from the living tree, and this

represents to us the graces and the power of the

Holy Ghost by which our testimony is to be main

tained ; for just as that pure olive oil in the lamps

provided light in the sanctuary, so the Holy Ghost

is our only power for service down here. The Spirit

of God is given to us, if we grieve Him not, with

out limit ; and our business in this world , amidst the

darkness that is increasing on every hand, is to be

light-bearers for God, the harbingers of returning

day - to be holding forth that which shall lighten

poor, tempest-tossed sinners into the haven of rest.

He intends us to act both as a beacon to warn and as

a light to guide. He has left us down here for this

purpose, that we should act the part of lighthouses

to mariners on the ocean of life, and we must see to

it that we

“ Let the lower lights be burning.”

But how shall the lamps be kept burning clearly

and steadily ? Well, for this there were provided
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tongs and snuffers, all made of pure gold , and night

and morning the high priest went in and trimmed

the lamps, and supplied them with fresh oil. And

so God has given us the supplies of fresh oil by

the Holy Ghost, also tongs and snuffers, which would

remind us of the need of watchfulness and prayer,

whereby we may keep our lamps “ trimmed and

burning ;" for depend upon it, just as we are found

constantly watching unto prayer, so our lamps will

be burning brightly, and shedding their radiance all

around .
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VIII.

THE TABLE OF SHEWBREAD .

E next come to the golden table of shew

Wbread, which stood directly opposite the
golden lamp-stand. It was made of gold

and shittim wood, typical of the twofold nature

of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and was kept con

stantly spread with twelve loaves of bread, to

represent the twelve tribes of Israel-a loaf for a

tribe. These loaves remained upon the table from

sabbath to sabbath, and were then replaced with

fresh ones, the old ones becoming the food of the

priests. Here we have a beautiful type of the Lord

Jesus Christ, both in the table and in the bread .

The table itself, made of the two materials which

so often meet with in connection with the taber

nacle, represents the Lord Jesus in the presence of

God for us as the One through whom alone we

stand accepted in His sight, and as the only ground

on which there can be real fellowship between God

and His people. As the table of shewbread bore

up before God continually the twelve loaves, repre

sentative of the twelve tribes of Israel, so does the

God -man bear up the people of God in His presence

continually. The bread also typifies Him in whom
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also His people are seen with acceptance. It was

made wholly of “fine flour; " which here, as in the

meat-offering, shows forth the spotless perfection

of Jesus in His life on the earth . He was ever the

obedient servant of God, the One who always did

those things that pleased the Father, whose meat

and drink it was to do His will and to finish the

work given Him to do. It represents Him specially

in His life. He was the " corn of wheat ” bruised

on our behalf ; and in His walk and life on earth

showed forth that gentleness, and grace, and even

ness of character so beautifully typified in the

“ fine flour.” But this fine flour had to be baked

in the oven before it could become the bread upon

the table ; so Jesus had to pass through the fiery

trial of Gethsemane and Calvary before He could

really become the bread of life.

There were twelve cakes, placed in two rows upon

the table, each of the same material, shape, and

weight. Each tribe stood alike on the same divine

acceptance before God ; so does every believer stand

in God's presence in Christ Jesus, borne up by Him

in all the strength of His divine power. As regards

our service and position in the Church , there may

be and are differences, even as there was in the case

of Israel's tribes ; but looking upward to what we

are in Christ, there is the same acceptance for each,

the same perfection, and the same fragrance ascend

ing up for each ; just as on every one of the loaves

the pure frankincense was placed, and the fragrance

thereof ascended before God. Frankincenup ense was
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a white gum of beautiful perfume. Its whiteness

and purity again lustre forth the exquisite savour of

the person of Christ, which covers over all His

people, as the frankincense covered the top of each

of the loaves on the table of shew bread .

Upon the removal of the bread on each sabbath

day, it became the food of the priests, to be eaten

by them only in the tabernacle itself. It was first

to be in the tabernacle for God ; then it was to be

for the sustenance of the priests. In this we are

taught that the Lord Jesus Christ is the only ground

of fellowship between God and His children. At

the cross Christ is the ground of meeting between

God and the sinner ; it is by Him we are reconciled

to God ; and as saved ones He is our ground of

fellowship, and it is by Him alone that we can hold

communion with God.

The table of shew bread may also prefigure the

table of the Lord, around which it is the privilege

of all true believers to gather. Here Christ is the

centre of fellowship. God the Father rests in Him ,

delights in Him ; and the children of God find their

delight and joy in Him, and feed upon Him by faith.

Thus God and His people have fellowship together

in the person of His Son at His table ; and just as

none but the priestly family were entitled or allowed

to partake of the bread taken from the table of

shewbread, so none but those who are really of the

family of God, brought by grace into the " royal

priesthood , " are entitled to gather around the table

bearing the memorials of our risen and glorified Lord .
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Again : the priests were specially enjoined to eat

the bread in the holy place. It was designed to

strengthen them in the very sphere of their service,

and was to be eaten only in the sanctuary. Surely

we have a most important lesson here. " Holiness

becometh thine house for ever. " We can only truly

have fellowship with God as we are walking with

Him , as we dwell in the sanctuary of His presence ,

as we are in separation from the defilement of the

world around.

Then notice the position of the table of shewbread

with reference to the lamp-stand ; it stood directly

opposite to it. And here, as we see the rays of the

lamp-stand shining over against the table, bringing

out the whiteness and purity of the fragrant frank

incense, we are taught that the light is the only

sphere in which we can have fellowship with God ;

and we understand the truth unfolded in 1 John i. ,

that “ truly our fellowship is with the Father, and

with His Son Jesus Christ , " and that “ God is light,

and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say that

we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness,

we lie, and do not the truth : but if we walk in the

light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one

with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His

Son cleanseth us from all sin .” A man walking in

darkness, although he may be a Christian, has no

true fellowship with God. He may profess to have

fellowship, but it cannot be ; for light and darkness

cannot mingle. This is deeply important for us to

bear in mind, that communion with God is only to
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be known as we are walking in the light and in

the path of obedience to His commands. This truth

is emphatically taught us in John xiv. 21-23, where

obedience to the words of Jesus is said by Him to

be the condition on which alone communion may

be known. Dear young Christians, let me exhort

you to seek to keep His words, to walk apart from

an evil and defiling world , to be separate from all

that grieves His heart, and cultivate as your highest

aim and object to be pleasing to Him .

Around the table on which the loaves were placed

was a golden crown , so fixed as to keep them in

their proper place. We have here an intimation

of the secure position in which believers stand

before God - fixed by sovereign grace and kept by

Almighty power. The same grace that has set

us down complete in God's presence in Christ

maintains us there before Him ; the perfection of

the work of Christ both in our acceptance and

preservation unto His heavenly kingdom is thus set

forth .
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IX .

THE ALTAR OF INCENSE .

UR next subject for consideration is the

golden altar of incense. There were two

altars in connection with the service and

worship of Israel the first, the altar of burnt

offering in the outer court ; the second, the golden

altar before the veil. The two must not be con

founded ; but while they have their distinct and

separate typical teaching, there is an intimate con

nection between them. At the first, atonement was

made — the only ground of acceptable worship ; there

the Israelite would bring his offering, and by virtue

of it know that he was forgiven. At the altar inside

the holy place incense perpetually ascended up, and

filled the tabernacle - a type of the worship of God's

people ; but the link that joined them together was

the holy fire, which at the one consumed and fed

upon the sacrifice, and at the other ignited the

incense, that its fragrance might ascend up and be

given forth . Thus we see that spiritual worship

must be based upon sacrifice, since God cannot

accept any worship, or allow any approach, except

on this ground. Accomplished redemption must

ever precede true worship ; but when this is known
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the soul may draw near, and present the sweet

incense of praise and thanksgiving unto the living

God.

The altar itself is a type of the Lord Jesus Him

self ; it was made of the same two materials as the

other vessels inside the tabernacle -- gold and shittim

wood, thus again presenting Him to our gaze who

is Emmanuel--God with us. It was four-square

1 } cubit in breadth and length, but in height it

was two cubits. It stood higher than either of the

other golden vessels, the ark and the table of shew

bread being 11 cubit high. In this we have an

intimation that this altar specially typifies Jesus in

resurrection, as the One ascended up on high, who

is gone into the heavens, and who as “the risen

One " appears for His people, and presents before

God the incense of their praises and prayers. The

other altar witnesses to Him as the dying One,

giving Himself for us ; this, as the risen and as

cended One, appearing for us in the presence of God,

that He might be the appointed means of communion

between God and His people, and by whom we

might « offer the sacrifice of praise to God con

tinually, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His

name. ” (Heb. xiii. 15.)

But there is another fact connected with this

altar that seems to point to Christ in rcsurrection .

The command for its construction was not given at

the same time as that of the other vessels. In

Exodus xxv . we have the description of the ark ,

table, and the lamp-stand ; then follow details re
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garding the tabernacle itself, and the calling out of

the priesthood, with the official and other garments

used in the execution of their office ; then, in

Exodus xxx ., we have the details given us regarding

the altar of incense. Why is this ? Surely because

the offering of incense was an act of high -priestly

ministration ; and before this could be described in

its fulness, the priesthood had to be constituted .

The Lord Jesus is chiefly a Priest in resurrection .

True, he was a Priest when He offered up Himselff ;

but it is in resurrection He is constituted a “ Priest

for ever after the order of Melchisedec .” As the

risen One, He now fulfils the priestly office, and is

perpetually engaged in offering the incense - fragrant

and acceptable to God—of His people's praises and

worship. In Rev. viii. 3 He is seen as the strong

Angel standing by the golden altar with the censer

of incense, offering it with the prayers of all saints.

This is a picture of what He is now doing in the

presence of God on behalf of His Church right

through this dispensation.

Then notice again that in the tabernacle the

incense was to be kept constantly burning ; a per

petual fragrance was to ascend up in the presence

of God. The command regarding this was definite :

" And Aaron shall burn sweet incense thereon every

morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall

burn incense upon it ; a perpetual incense before

the Lord throughout your generations." There was

to be no cessation of the fragrant burning of the

incense. In this we first learn , that before God the
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sweet perfume of the perfect work, and the ineffable

merits of the spotless person of His Son, never cease

to ascend up to the heart of God. He ever was

and ever will be “His beloved Son, in whom He

was well pleased.” It should be also characteristic

of the constant and unceasing worship and adoration

of the children of God.

The incense itself was specially compounded .

The ingredients were named by God, and none was

to be made like unto it, under pain of death. “It

shall be unto you most holy. And as for the per

fume which thou shalt make, ye shall not make to

yourselves according to the composition thereof : it

shall be unto thee holy for the LORD. Whosoever

shall make like unto that, to smell thereto, shall

even be cut off from his people. ” (Exodus xxx.

36–38. ) We are taught that the virtues and merits

of Him whom the incense typifies is beyond all

comparison, He stands out before God in the

solitary perfection of His person, as the only One

who ever trod this earth “ pure and holy "—the

One who was ever in all His walk and ways delight

ful and fragrant to God the Father, and of whom

the Song of Solomon speaks, “ Because of the

savour of Thy good ointments, Thy name is as

ointment poured forth . "

There was no imitation of this holy and fragrant

incense to be allowed , neither was it to be used for

any other purpose than in the worship of Jehovah.

Solemn warning is this against any human imitation

of divine power, or any counterfeit of the reality of
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spiritual worship. Man's heart has ever been trying

to imitate divine things, and the form of godliness

without the power is one sad mark of the present

day. In worship we see around us a travesty of

the divine ritual ordained for the past and shadowy

dispensation, but which has now been set aside by

the work of Him who by one offering hath per

fected for ever them that are sanctified ; while in

professed service for God we see the precious name

of Christ, and the wondrous salvation He has pro

vided, associated with much that is unhallowed and

inconsistent with the holiness and reverence due

unto that peerless name. Both these evils would

be counteracted if the conscience were directed by

the Spirit of God, and the truo teaching of thi

"holy perfume” were rightly understood.
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X.

THE ARK OF THE COVENANT.

W

HEN God gave the instructions to Moses

regarding the tabernacle and its various

vessels and services, the first about which

Не
gave

the details for its construction was the ark

and the mercy -seat. Together and separately they are

a marked type of the Lord Jesus, both in the materials

of which they were made and in the purposes for

which they were designed. The ark was made of

shittim -wood, overlaid with gold ; and themercy - seat,

with the cherubim upon it, was beaten out of one

solid piece of gold. In these materials we again are

reminded of the Lord Jesus in His twofold nature

His perfect manhood, His holy, spotless human life in

the incorruptible wood, while His deity is portrayed

by the gold . The frequency with which this type

is reiterated in the tabernacle and its vessels should

surely impress upon our minds the wondrous fact

that it was the SON OF GOD who became incarnate

that “ God was manifest in the flesh ;" and that

we should hold with tenacious grasp the great

verities of the revelation of God concerning His

Son, and not lose sight and let go, on the one hand,

that He was the eternal Son , the Creator of all
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things ; nor, on the other hand, that He was perfect

man, and that His humanity was as real as His

divinity. It was only as the God -man that He

could make an adequate atonement for sin , or in

resurrection become the merciful and faithful High

Priest of His people. The whole revelation of God

in reference to the redemption of fallen man rests

on this sublime and important truth, that while He

was really man He at the same time “ thought it

not robbery to be equal with God."

The dimensions of the ark were 21 cubits in

length and 13 cubit in width and height, and it

was overlaid within and without with pure gold.

The mercy -seat was of the same width and length,

and formed a lid or cover to the ark .

THE MERCY -SEAT.

The mercy -seat was designed as the meeting -place

between God and His people. He said to Moses

regarding it, “ And there I will meet with thee,

and will commune with thee from above the niercy

seat, from between the two cherubims which are

upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which ,

I will give thee in commandment unto the children

of Israel. ” (Exodus xxv. 22. ) It was here where

God held communion with Moses, and revealed His

mind and will concerning the various circumstances

that arose on the journey from Egypt to the land of

Canaan.

The mercy -seat was of very special significance.

It was the place where propitiation was made ; its
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very name means propitiatory ;" and the Greek

Septuagint uses the same word for it here in Exodus

xxv. as we have in 1 John ii. 2, rendered, “ He is

the propitiation for our sins.” The blood of the

sin -offering on the day of atonement was brought

in within the veil, and sprinkled upon and before

the mercy -seat. The high priest, covered with a

cloud of incense, brought that blood, whereby re

conciliation had been effected, and put it upon the

gold. The beams of the Shekinah glory shone

upon it, and thus we have a precious picture of

God being satisfied with and resting in the finished

work of His Son . The blood upon the gold wit

nesses to the completeness of redemption. Of the

antitype - Jesus Himself — it is written, in Heb. ix.

12, “By His own blood He entered in once into

the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption

for us.”

The mercy -seat also points to Jesus in His media

torial character. Having accomplished His work of

atonement, the Lord Jesus is now the alone mediator.

We read in 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6 , “ There is one God, and

one mediator between God and men, the man Christ

Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom (or atonement]

for all . ” His office as mediator rests on His finished

sacrificial work ; and now by virtue of that work

He stands between a holy God and guilty sinners,

and is able to meet all the needs of fallen man,

because He has answered all the claims of divine

righteousness. He is the “ Daysman " for whom

Job longed, who is able to lay His hand upon both .
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The mercy -seat is also a foreshadowing of the

throne of grace, to which as believers we are ex

horted by the apostle, in Heb . iv. 16, to come :

“ Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of

grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to

help in time of need .” As the risen High Priest,

the Lord Jesus sits on the throne of grace, to bestow

all needed supplies to His people. In weakness, He

is our succour ; in want, our plentiful supply. To

Him we can come at all times, in the full assurance

both of His ability to meet our need, and His

willingness to bestow liberally. The peace-making

blood has secured our access through the rent veil ;

and the word of our God gives us confidence to draw

near in full assurance of faith , and to make known

in His ever-sympathising ears all the difficulties and

burdens that we meet with in our journey onward

from grace to glory. To that throne of grace
there

are no barriers now, except those raised by the

unbelief of God's children ; the gate, the door, the

veil have each been opened wide for every believing

soul, and the blood -stained mercy -seat is free of

access to all the children of God .

“There is a place where Jesus sheds

The oil of gladness on our heads

A place than all besides more sweet ;

It is the blood -stained mercy - seat.

“ There is a spot where spirits blend,

And friend holds fellowship with friend ;

Though sundered far, by faith they meet

Around one common mercy -seat.
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" There, there on eagles' wings we soar,

And time and sense appear no more ;

There heavenly joys our spirits greet,

And glory crowns the mercy -seat. "

THE ARK - THE CENTRE OF GATHERING .

As we have remarked before, the Ark of the

covenant formed the very centre of Israel's encamp

ment. It was the very spot where the manifested

presence of God dwelt, and where the Shekinah

glory rested visibly.

In the holiest of all stood the ark , and above the

ark there rested the cloud visible to all Israel.

Though they could not see the ark itself they saw

the cloud, the covering of glory. And around the

ark all Israel encamped, and the tents were pitched

with their faces towards it. It was the ark which

formed the centre of every true Israelite's thoughts

and worship ; everything centred around the ark ,

and all the ceremonial of the tabernacle was ordered

in reference to that which was pre-eminently a type

of Him in whom all God's counsels centre, and

through whom alone blessing can flow out either to

God's children or the world at large.

What a picture is this of the true centre of

gathering for the children of God now .

tribe and family of Israel found their true rallying

point in the ark of the covenant, so the Lord Jesus

is the true, centre of gathering, and the only bond

of union among the saints of God in this dispensa

Alas ! that it should be so manifestly other

As every
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wise. In Paul's day the seeds of division in the

Church of God were beginning to spring up , in that

some boasted that they were of Paul, while others

made Apollos their centre, and again some preferred

Cephas as their head. Well might the apostle say ,

“ Is Christ divided ? " and thus seek to show thé

Corinthians their sin and folly. In this day we

have the full -blown fruit of which the divisions in

Corinth were but the germ ; but amid all the dis

traction of sects, and confusion of names and parties,

how blessed it is to remember that God's centre of

union remains the same- “ Jesus Christ the same

yesterday, and to -day, and for ever ;" that as in

the early days of the Church believers were gathered

to the Name of the Lord, and found that Name all

sufficient, so is it still. His word stands true and

faithful: “ Where two or three are gathered to

gether in My Name, there am I in the midst of them.”

In view of this precious fact, I would press upon

my fellow -believers the precious privilege of gather

ing unto Him now , and knowing no other name as

a bond of fellowship and communion .

The day is fast hastening on when it will be seen

that the Lord Jesus alone is God's centre of gather

ing. Of old Jacob prophesied that “ unto Him shall

the gathering of the peoples be. " His own prayer,

in John xvii., “ that they all may be one ; as Thou,

Father, art in Me, and I in Thee,” will soon be ful

filled, when He returns with the shout, “ Gather

my saints together unto Me ; those that have made

a covenant with Me by sacrifice.” (Ps. 1. 5.) Of

F
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this we get a precious foreshadowing in 2 Chron. v .,

when the ark of the covenant is brought by Solomon

into its final resting - place in the temple, and “ it

came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers

were as one, to make one sound to be heard in

praising and thanking the Lord ... that then the

house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the

Lord ; so that the priests could not stand to minister

by reason of the cloud : for the glory of the Lord

had filled the house of God . " When the Lord Jesus

returns, and gathers His saints around Himself in

the glory, then will there be the " oneness Ho

Himself prayed for, and it will be manifest that the

name of “ JESUS ” is the Name around which all the

redeemed shall gather and worship, as well as the

Name to which every knee shall bow , and every

tongue confess.

THE LAW HIDDEN .

The purpose of the ark was to contain the tables

of the law, and in this respect it is also a type of

the Lord Jesus. Of Him alone could it be said,

“Thy word have I hid in my heart.” As the ark

was the receptacle for the visible tables of the law ,

so the heart of the Son of God was the dwelling -place

of the eternal and spiritual law .

Israel put themselves under the law at mount

Sinai, and, failing to keep it, found themselves con

tinually under its condemnation. But God's grace

abounded towards them , and when the law was in

stituted Hegave instructions for the ark to be made
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to contain the two tables of stone, and hide the law

out of sight. It was thus covered over by the

mercy -seat, sprinkled with the blood of atonement.

So now we, as children of God, see the law which

condemned us covered up out of sight by the

finished work of Jesus. He magnified the law and

made it honourable, and yet by suffering under its

penalty He has removed it as a ground of condem

nation to those who believe. He has blotted out

the handwriting of ordinances that was against us,

that was contrary to us, and taken it out of the way,

nailing it to His cross.
The blood on the mercy

seat was between the broken law and the congrega

tion of Israel, and therefore the penalty due to them

on account of their inability to keep it was held

back. So now the Lord Jesus, by virtue of His

atoning sacrifice, is holding back the judgment of

God. He is not now imputing to men their tres

passes, “but is long-suffering, not willing that any

should perish, but that all should come to repent

ance . " The blood is upon the gold, and the eye of

God rests in perfect satisfaction on that symbol of

accomplished redemption. What an unspeakable

comfort it is to the one that believes ! It at once

silences the voice of the accuser, the conscience is at

rest, and the heart is established in the .grace of

God, and is set free to serve and glorify Him whose

redeeming love and precious blood has met our

every need.

The law uncovered was the minister of death .

On one occasion, in the days of Eli, the Lord
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allowed the ark to be taken captive by the Philis

tines on account of the backsliding of Israel and the

wickedness of Eli's sons, and it was carried away in

triumph by them and deposited in the house of

their god, Dagon ; and in the morning they found

that Dagon had fallen down before the ark and was

broken in pieces. The Philistines became alarmed,

and after sending the ark from one city to another,

they caused it to be carried on a new cart to Beth

shemesh, in the borders of Judah. ( 1 Sam. vi.)

The men of Beth - shemesh removed the mercy -seat

and looked into the ark. They took the lid off,

and exposed the law to view ; and the result was

the message of death went forth , "and He smote

the men of Beth -shemesh, because they had looked

into the ark of the LORD, even He smote of the

people fifty thousand and threescore and ten men,

and the men of Beth -shemesh said, Who is able to

stand before this holy LORD God ?”

What a picture is this of the holiness of God's

law , and of the terrible judgments that must follow

disobedience to it, if the law were allowed to take

its course, which would be the case were it not that

the blood -stained mercy -seat is between it and the

transgressor ! What praise and thanksgiving should

fill our hearts that God in His grace has provided

this precious covering, by which the broken law is

hidden from view !

And yet how many there are who seek to bring

up the law from under its covering, and think they

can be justified by keeping it ! Only condemnation
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can come by the law , and all who suppose that they

can obtain life and merit heaven by law -keeping

will find, alas ! too late, that the law is but the

minister of death and condemnation. The apostle

Paul solemnly warned the Galatians against the

folly of supposing that they could be justified by

the law , affirming that “if righteousness come by

the law , then Christ is dead in vain .” (Gal. ii. 21. )

THE CONTENTS OF THE ARK.

Besides the tables of the law , there were two

other things placed in the ark — the golden pot that

had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded. God's

people Israel were fed on their desert journey with

manna, which God sent down fresh for them morn

ing by morning. When they were come into the

promised land the manna ceased, and they fed on

the old corn of the land ; but God would have

Israel always remember how He had sustained them ,

and so He commanded Moses to gather some of the

manna, and put it in a golden pot, and place it

inside the ark, where it remained century after

century as a memorial of how the Lord had fed

them all through their desert journey.

But there was also in the ark Aaron's rod which

budded. The occasion of that being put into the

ark was the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram,

as recorded in Numbers xvi. Led by them the

children of Israel murmured against Moses and

Aaron , God's appointed priests. This was dis

obedience and lawlessness on the part of Israel, and
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God had to visit them with judgment; and the

earth opened and swallowed up all that followed

Korah and his company.

After this the Lord told Moses He would show

whom He had chosen to minister before and

He directed Moses to “ speak unto the children of

Israel, and take of every one of them a rod accord

ing to the house of their fathers, of all their princes

according to the house of their fathers twelve rods :

write thou every man's name upon his rod. And

thou shalt write Aaron's name upon the rod of Levi :

for one rod shall be for the head of the house of

their fathers. And thou shalt lay them up in the

tabernacle of the congregation before the testimony,

where I will meet with you. ” (Num. xvii. 2-4. )

Moses took the rods and laid them up in the taber

nacle before the veil, and in the morning, while

eleven of them were as dry and dead as ever, “the

rod of Aaron for the tribe of Levi was budded, and

brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and

yielded almonds.” And God directed that this rod

should be preserved in the ark as a reminder that

He had chosen the family of Aaron to be his

priests. We are taught in the epistle to the

Hebrews that God has given the office of an eternal

priesthood to Jesus, that He has ordained Him in

resurrection to be the Priest for ever after the order

of Melchisedec.

This is a very solemn matter. For Israel to

question Aaron's right to the priesthood was to sin

against.God, and to derogate from the priesthood of
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Jesus by setting up a human priesthood is sin of a

still deeper dye. Korah and his company were

swallowed up alive for disputing the claims of

Aaron, and by -and -by all those who would detract

from the glory of the Lord Jesus, and will not bow

down to Him as the anointed One of God, will be

swallowed up in the great earthquake of God's

wrath. This rod of Aaron's was preserved and put

in the ark , and remained as a standing witness to

Israel of His divine choice, and as a memorial of

their rebellion and unbelief. It was also a reminder

to them of God's provision of grace towards them in

giving them the priesthood. For unless God had

appointed the intercession of the priesthood on behalf

of His people, His judgment would have burst forth

upon them ; for, as we see in this scene of Korah's

rebellion, the playue was only stayed when Aaron

took his censer of incense and made an atonement for

the people, and stood thus between the living and

the dead. These two things then were placed in

the ark in addition to the two tables of stone, and

they are referred to Hebrews ix. 4 as being contained

therein, while in 2 Chron. v. 10 it is stated, “ There

was nothing in the ark save the two tables which

Moses put therein at Horeb, when the Lord made a

covenant with the children of Israel, when they

came out of Egypt.” Why this apparent dis

crepancy? In the Hebrews we have the record of

the tabernacle and its services as ordained by Moses

and established by him in the wilderness, while in

2 Chron. we have the scene transferred to the temple
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of Solomon — the type of that which should endure

for ever, in contrast to the transient character of the

wilderness provision.

Both the manna and the intercession of the priest

hood were connected with the wilderness, and the

golden pot and Aaron's rod were both laid up as

memorials of God's grace and Israel's murmurings.

The manna was God's provision when they cried

out in their unbelief, “ Can God furnish a table in

the wilderness ? ” and the blossoming rod was His

answer to their murmurings as to the priesthood.

Both had to do with the earth , and the pilgrim

walk of God's people, and the remembrance of them

was constantly needed to check the rising unbelief

and rebellion of their wayward hearts.

But after some hundreds of years, when in process

of time God had given them a king—the man after

His own heart—to whom He promised a throne that

should be established for ever, and a kingdom that

should never be moved, the scene was changed, the

wilderness was passed, the land was in possession,

and the tabernacle gave place to the temple. The

reign of Solomon, the son of David, seemed for a

time to fulfil the promises God had given to David,

and his reign was a marked picture of the glorious

reign of the “ PRINCE OF PEACE; " and the temple

he was allowed to build was a type of the heavenly

- reality — the eternal dwelling - place of God. So

when the ark was brought with rejoicing into its

place under the shadowing canopy of the outstretched

wings of the cherubim in that temple, there was no
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record of those things which specially told of

wilderness failings and wilderness provisions. The

tables of the law still remained, as God's law is, like

Himself, unalterable - endures for ever ; but the

memorials of His people's failures are omitted. Does

not this teach us lessons of God's matchless grace ?

When the people of God have passed through their

wilderness journey, and been gathered home to the

glorious presence of their Lord, there will be in that

scene of unsullied bliss no memorials of their failures

and murmurings, no pot of manna to remind them

of their distrust and unbelief, and no blossoming

rod to call to remembrance the rebelliousness of their

hearts. Nor will there be in the glory any need of

the manna itself, nor of the priestly intercession , for

there will be no sin to call forth the need of inter

cession, and no natural man to be fed on earthly

manna. True, we shall partake of the hidden manna,

and know Christ eternally as our Melchisedec

Priest ; but with the earthly needs and the grace

they called forth we shall have done for ever.

THE STAVES DRAWN OUT.

Another thing in connection with the removal of

the ark to its final resting-place in Solomon's temple

is worthy of special notice. Regarding the staves

at the sides of the ark, it is said, “ They drew out

the staves of the ark, that the ends of the staves

were seen from the ark before the oracle." When

the instructions as to the ark were given in Exodus

XXV. , it was commanded that “ the staves shall be
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in the rings of the ark ; they shall not be taken from

it . ” By means of these staves the ark was carried

from place to place on the shoulders of the Koha

thites. The outward symbol of God's presence in

the midst of His people was ever ready for the

journey ; with the staves ever in their place, ready

for the march , the ark might be taken up at any

moment that the cloud moved upward as the signal

to move onward . So is God ever with His people

still ; His presence is ever near, and He is, as it

were, ever ready to accompany His people as they

go forward in their journey toward the promised

land. “ Lo, I am with you always, even to the

end of the age, were the parting words of our

divine Master and Lord ere He was parted from His

disciples on the summit of Olivet. As the ark was

with Israel through all their wanderings, until at

last it found a resting -place in the temple, so is Jesus

with His saints through all the long dark period of

their sojourn here ; and His presence shall never fail

them, but He will finally lead into the mansions of

eternal rest, where they shall no more go out of His

presence, but where He that sitteth on the throne

shall overshadow them , and God shall wipe away

all tears from their eyes.

Then as the staves of the ark were taken out,

and laid up before the Lord, and the ends were

seen, so shall we trace the way our God has led us,

and remember it all. We shall gaze on the me

morials of His presence with us in our pilgrimage,

and praise Him with overflowing hearts and joyful
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lips for all the grace bestowed on us, and shall sing,

as never we have done before, “ GOODNESS AND

MERCY HAVE FOLLOWED us all the days of our

life, and we shall dwell in the house of the Lord

for ever."

THE COVERINGS OF THE ARK,

As the ark was carried on its journeys from place

to place it was covered over first with the veil

itself, next with badgers' skins, and lastly with a

cloth of blue. Wherever it was carried, the only

thing that met the gaze was the blue covering. In

this we are surely reminded of Him of whom the

ark in every aspect was the type — the Lord Jesus,

whose every step was trod in the power of the

heavenly life, and whose every word was the out

flow of the grace of the heart of God . While

treading this earth as the Man of sorrows—He was

at the same time the Son who dwelt in the bosom

of the Father — everything around Him spoke of the

heavenly. As He spoke in the synagogue of Naza

reth, the people around Him wondered at the

gracious words that proceeded out of His mouth ;

and even in His death, surrounded as it was with

all the reproach and contumely of the cross, the

Roman centurion was obliged to confess aloud,

“ Truly this man was the Son of God .” In His

life and walk through this world, in all His acts

and words, in all His dealings with men , and in His

death of shame and sorrow , we alike see the

heavenly blue portrayed.
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THE COVERINGS OF THE OTHER VESSELS .

The other vessels were covered over with various

cloths of service as they were carried from place to

place, as detailed below :

The altar of incense was covered with a cloth of

blue and badgers' skins.

The table of shewbread with the same, with the

addition of a scarlet cloth between the blue and the

badgers' skins.

The golden lampstand with blue and badgers'

skins, and

The brazen altar with a cloth of purple and

badgers' skins. In the purple we are reminded of

the royal character of Him who came as the

obedient servant to give His life as a sacrifice ; but

as His kingdom could only be obtained by the suf

fering of death, we have the altar that is connected

with atonement covered with the purple of royalty,

and it is worthy of note that it is the only vessel

covered with a cloth of this colour, all the other

vessels having the blue as a covering.

SUMMARY OF THE SIGNIFICATION OF THE VARIOUS

MATERIALS.

The whole, in some way or other, typified the

Lord Jesus in His person or in His work . There

were fourteen different materials used in the con

struction of the tabernacle and its furniture and

vessels.

Gold.—The divine glory of the Lord Jesus, the

Son of God.
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Silver.This was derived from the atonement

money of Israel, and presents Christ as the ransom

for the sinner.

Brass. The divine character of Christ, as able

to sustain the fire of God's holiness.

Blue. - The heavenly colour : Christ as the mani

festation of the love and grace
of God.

Purple. — The kingly glory of Christ as the Son

of man .

Scarlet . - Christ as the suffering One unto death :

the cross the pathway to the glory.

Fine Linen . — Christ as the spotless, righteous

Son of man .

Goats' Hair . — The memorial of Christ as the sin

offering.

Rams' Skins dyed Red . - Christ as the One who

by His blood made an atonement for sin.

Badgers' Skins. — The outward aspect of Christ

toward the world, as without form or comeliness.

Shittim Wood.The incorruptible humanity of

Christ.

Oil for the Light.The Spirit's fulness shining

forth in Christ.

Spices for anointing and for Sweet Incense.The

perfect graces and perfumes of the person of Christ.

Precious Stones . - The effulgent glories and bright

ness of Christ.
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THE OFFERINGS.

LEVITICUS i.-iv.

We must not expect to find the various aspects of

the work of Christ in any one of the offerings : we

shall only find them in all the offerings combined.

The principal are as follows :

1. THE . BURNT OFFERING is that aspect of the

death of Christ that is Godward. Christ presented

elf for the accomplishment of the purpose and

glory of God. None of it is eaten by the priest,

but the whole of the offering is consumed by fire as

a sweet savour to God.

2. THE MEAT OFFERING is the aspect of Christ's

work in His manhood. It is fine flour, and not

blood. It is mingled and anointed with oil — the

Holy Spirit ; and frankincense is put thereon—the

savour of Christ's graces. No leaven of evil, no

honey of mere human nature, could be there. But

the salt of incorruption and preservation is not

wanting.

3. THE PEACE OFFERING is communion . Part

was accepted by God, and part by the priest, who

must be clean to partake of it.

blessing which we bless, is it not the communion

of the blood of Christ ? The bread which we

“ The cup of



THE OFFERINGS. 87

break, is it not the communion of the body of

Christ ? "

4. THE SIN OFFERING is the aspect of Christ's

death that takes away sin. It is wholly consumed

without the camp. There is no sweet savour to

God. It is sin, and the offerer comes as a sinner.

From God's point of view the burnt-offering

comes first : it is wholly God's. In application to

man, the sin -offering comes first. The question of

sin must first be settled, I can then come as a wor

shipper and have communion : I can rejoice in what

Christ is in His own blessed person, and joy in that

which gives joy to God.

WALMSLC ) .

THE ALTAR OF BURNT-OFFERING

THE LAVER .
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CHRIST ALPHA AND OMEGA.

CHRIST is the centre of worship in heaven

CHRIST the rejected One here amongst men !

None other name of salvation is given ;

Sound it, believers, again and again.

CHRisT is the sacrifice ! CHRIST is the altar !

CHRIST is the mercy -seat, sprinkled with blood !

Come, ye desponding ones, fear not nor falter,

Christ is our peace in the presence of God !

CHRIST is the victim , divinely appointed,

Spotless, accepted, attested by fire !

Christ our Melchisedec, robed and anointed,

Royal and priestly His seamless attire !

One only sacrifice, one only altar,

One only mercy - seat God doth allow ;

Dream not, O man, His decrees then to alter,

Sealed with the blood of the Holiest now .

One only offering God hath appointed ;

Stretching His hand He withheld not the knife.

One only Priest He hath crowned and anointed

JESUS, the Way, and the Truth , and the Life !

LONDON :

JAMES E. HAWKINS, 17, PATERNOSTER ROW , E.C.;

AND 36, BAKER STREET, W.
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