


CO-INCIDENCE or ? 1 1
• • • 

AN APPEAL TO THE NATION. 

The n1onth of June, 1942 was a black one for 
the Allied cause in the Middle East. With 
superio1�ity in _1\1en, Munitions, Tanks, and Air
craft, our hopes were high for early and co111plete 
\Tictory, but instead ca1ne hu1niliation and defeat, 
with the loss of Tobruk in the 1natter of hours, 
and our Forces falling back 111any 1niles to El
Alamein. 

Mr. Churchill declared in the House of Con1-
111ons on July 3rd, 1942 that ",ve vvere defeated 
under conditions which gave every reasonable 
expectancy of success. 

vVe had in the desert, he said, 100,000 1nen; the 
/\.xis had 90,000 ( including 50,000 Gern1ans). Our 
superiority in numbers of tanks was 7-5; in guns 
nearly 8-5, including several regiments of the 
la test ho,vi tzers and certain secret weapons. 

We had air· superiority, and Ron1mel's dive
bombers were prominent at Bir I:Iacheim and 
Tobruk, but were neither a decisive nor a 1nassive 
factor in the battle." ( end of quote.) 

The long-looked-for "Superiority" had not

accon1plishcd its desired end! 
But it so happened that some time previously, 

July 1st, 1942, had been officially appointed as 
the Day to co1nn1en1orate the 75th Anniversary 
of the D01ninion of Canada at West1ninster 
Abbey, and on that day our King and Queen, 
the Archbishop of CantP.rbury, together with 
several members of the War ·Cabinet, Cabinet 
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11inisters •and A111bassadors were present in their 
official capacity. 

The Daily Press of the following day reported, 
that at that Service a ''SPECIAL PRAYER" was 
offered for those fighting in Egypt and the Med
iterranean. 

If that prayer was. just a cold formality, as so 
many of us are used to hearing Sunday by Sun
day, then little could be expected of it, but if, as 
reported, it ,vas really a "SPECIAL Prayer" 
£ ro'n1 the hearts of such an Official and represen
tative body of our War-time Leaders, are we 
right- in thinking it merely a n1atter of co-inci
dence that from that VERY DAY- July 1st, 
1942- Romn1el' s advance was first checked, and 
then repelled, and up to to-1ay, August 22, he has 
not advanced since. If special prayer was offered, 
\Vhy should it be thought incredible, or co-inci
dence, for God to answer that Prayer? Or on the 
other hand why offer a special prayer if ,ve do 
11ot really believe God is able and ,villing to 
ansvver? 

One thing n1ust be stressed, however, and that 
is tha_t vve have certainly failed to recognise 
Divine intervention, and consequently failed to 
RETURN THANKS for it. God will not thus 
be trifled with! If ,ve sincerely sought His aid, 
,vhy not sincerely RETURN thanks and acknow
ledge that what superiority in Men, Munitions, 
Tanks and Planes COULD NOT DO, God did 
,vithin a fe,v hours, when our Leaders PUBLIC
I.J Y ASKED His aid. We can hardly expect 
continuance of Divine aid and blessing, if we thus 
fail to appreciate and ackno,vledge such help; 
and we must not, there£ ore, be surprised if God 
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pern1its further reverses and retreats �f we per
sist in our foolish ,vay of trusting- to the Arm of 
Power and Might rather that the- God of our 
help in ages past. It is better to trust in the Lord 
than to put Confidence in Princes, wrote the 
psalmist long years ago. Do we believe it in 1942? 

I appeal to n1y fellovv countryn1en. Let's be 
honest and sincere in this matter. Do we wish 
God to help us?- Do we realise that alone we

cannot do it !-Then let us heed this indication 
of the path to Victory. If we don't, then let us 
say so and be prepared to take the consequences. 

If God has shown us (and this is no isolated 
event) that He IS ready and willing to honour 
TRUST in Himself, by thus ·answering a "Special 
Prayer" of a portion of our Leaders; I ask, what 
111ay not be the possibilities of a truly N.ATION
AL recognition of God in this vvay, and a 
PUBLIC seeking of His help? 

But it must be a GENUINE thing! No half
hearted or formal "Day of Prayer" such as 
March 29th, l 942� to which reference will be made 
later. 

vVe said just now that God's intervention in 
Egypt was not an isolated event, for you vvill 
Rl�MEMBER that DUNKIRK was a miracle of 
Divine intervention: vve were in dire and deep 
need, and this drove us to God. The Nation 
honestly and sincerely sought Divine Aid by a 
Day of_ National Prayer, the Sunday previous. 
God heard and God answered. Call it co-incidence 
if you will; BUT again ,ve NATIONALL, Y failed

to thank Him for it. 
Lord Beaverbrook told us in April, 1942, that 

"at Dunkirk we lost everything except our 
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Soldiers," and but for God's Weather we should 
have lost then1. 

He went_ on to say that "Hardly had we emer
ged from this peril (Dunkirk) when we were 
called upon to fight the Battle of Britain." And 
I 111ust tell you, said the same speaker, "that 
when the conquest began, we had in reserve only 
five fighter aircraft· in the storage units.'' Yet 
God gave us Victory, for 

REME1'IBER the Battle of Britain, followed 
a Day of National Prayer, Sunday, September 
7th, 1940. 

CO-INCIDENCE· if you like, but surely a 
STRII(ING CO-INCIDENCE that these happen
ings each, and all, followed NATIONAL PRAY
ER to Almighty God. BUT again we failed to 
Nationally thank God. 

Air Chief Marshall Sir Hugh Dowding who 
was in Comn1and of the R.A.F. at the time of 
the Battle of Britain, has said, 

"I pay my homage to those gallant boys who 
gave their all that our nation might live. I pay 
1ny tribute to their leaders 

"But I say with absolute conviction that I can 
trace the intervention of God, not only in the 
Battle itself, but in, the events that led up to it. 

"If it kad not been for this intervention, the 
battle would ha�e been joined in conditions which, 
humanly speaking, v\COuld have rendered victory 
imposs,ible.". 

Do you remember those Ghain of ,victories in 
East Africa when in one week we had the biggest. 
Sea Victory of the War to that date- (The 
Battle of Mata pan) when seven of the finest units 
of the Italian Navy were sunk without losing a 

.. 

.J 



flake of Paintwork ourselves, and in addition the 
strongholds of Keren and Harar in Eritrea, which 
had been such a thorn in our side, both fell on the 
sa1i1e day, and the following week saw the fall 
oI Marsa,va a1td Asmara in Abysinnia \ivith our 
ti·oops marching tovvards Addis Abbaba, soon to 
fall ;also. At that time everybody was "commen
ting" upop· the fact that ,,this _followed a Day of 
National Prayer, but at "COMMENT" it stayed: 
To think of Nationally returning thanks for Vic
to·ry granted, seemed more than we could ack
n6wi'e

t

4ge. Can it be that all these happenings 
are MERE CO-INCIDENCES or is it not rather 
that a BIGHER HAND than the HUMAN ele
me:µt is controlling? Can it not be that GOD IS 
SPEAKING, and that we ai:-e slovv to perceive? 

The only Day of National Prayer to vvhich no 
apparent and .evident answer has been manifest, 
was the last, Mar·ch 29th, 1942. Our Gracious 
Monarch appointed this clay for National Prayer, 
but the day previous, our Workers in Factory 
and o'n Land were urged to vvork harder than 

I 

ever the following day (N ationa,l Day of Prayer), 
and the Press of Monday, March 30th reported. 

"In towns, many fa1nilies went from morning 
service to work on their allotments. It was 
Sunday.;on-the-land for many thousands. 

'Owing to the harsh winter, seasonable work is 
behind the Calendar. So yesterday many of our 
100,000 tractors were throbbing across the fields 
in the great plou�h-up and corh drive. Every 
grou·p of allottnents saw men and women prepar
ing seed beds and sowing." ( end of quote.) 

This on God's Day of Rest, of which He says, 
"Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy." 
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and this on a day appointed for National INTER
CESSION. Is THIS turning to God as He 
desires? Can vve vvonder if our Prayers on such 
occasions go unansvvered? Let's be honest about 
the matter. Is there any wonder there was no 
manifest answer? 

In one of our most beautiful cities ( typical of 
many others one fears) crowds were queueing up 
for Cinen1a Services that Sunday evening whilst 
the Churches were scarcely filled. In less than 
a month a large portion of that particular City 
was dust and rubble. God IS speaking and 
seeking to show us that along such paths as these 
is death, sorrow and chastisement from His 
Hand. Let us PAY HEED. 

Men have set aside God's day in this manner 
in days gone by but always with National 
disaster. Let one illustration suffice. A writer 
of old said. "Then contended I vvith the rulers 
and said, Why is the House of God forsaken?" 
and then he went on to record. 

"In those days saw I in Judah some treading 
wine presses on the Sabbath, and bringing in 
sheaves, and leading asses; as also wine, grapes 
and figs, and all 1nanner of burdens, which they 
brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day: and 
I testified against them in the day vvherein they 
sold victuals. 

There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which 
brought fish and all manner of ware, and sold on 
the sabbath unto the children of Judah, and in 
Jerusalem. 

Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, 
and said nnto them. What evil thing is this that 
ye do, and profane the sabbath day? 
Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God 

-
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bring all this evil upon us, and upon this city? 
Yet ye bring 1nore wrath upon Israel by profan
ing the sabbath. 

And it ca111e to pass, that when the gates of 
Jerusalem began to be dark before the sabbath, I 
con1manded that the gates should be shut, and 
charged that they should not be opened till after 
the sabbath. and so111e of my servants set I at 
. . 

the gates, that there should no burden be brought 
in on the sabbath day." 

These vvere the words of Nehemiah. Read 
Chap. 13. 11/19. 

The fact that we are at \-Var does not permit 
us to break God's Comn1and1nents and v�olate the 
Ia,;vs of God; neither does it give us license to 
desecrate His Day of Rest. 

WE may consider it expedient-in tin1e of War 
perhaps, but I ask: If I have a very intricate 
and delicate piece of n1achinery, or some valuable 
instrument; whom should I consider the best 
-person to advise on its use and maintenance but
its Designer and Maker? Who then should know
better the possibilities of the hurnan frame on
the one hand and the many intricate workings of
the Elements and the Soil on the the other hand,
than the Maker of both Man and Nature? Surely
it is only common logic that to disobey His ruling
on such matters MUST eventually end in disaster
even though, for the time being, it seems better
and wiser othervvise, to human calculation? Has
He not said that while earth remaineth seed
time and harvest, cold and heat, and summer and
winter, and day and night shall not cease. ( Gen.
8, 22). He who controls Day and Night, and
Cold and Heat-. which we have to acknowledge
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are beyond our povvers-n1ust surely have good 
reason for con1manding that six days only shall 
be used for toil, and one for rest and worship of 
the Creator? 

Our Minister of Agriculture, speaking in Suf
folk, on June 27th, 1942, said : 

"Many farmers and far1n workers have this 
summer overcon1e any objections they n1ay pre
viously have felt to Sunday work. Last Sunday 
many thousands of acres of hay \Vere turned, 
and .so the hay vvas fit to carry on Monday, which 
\\1ould not otherwise have been the case." 

Only a fortnight before, God had demonstrated 
in a stretch of country not 25 miles away from 
vvhere this speech v1as uttered, what HE could 
do on a Sunday. � was myself in the Village of 
Dedham that day so can speak- from first hand 
knowledge, but-I quote the Daily Press in prefer
ence. 

"A sudden hailstorm, thunder and lightning, 
did considerable damage to grovving crops on 
Sunday evening, June 14th. It swept in over 
the Essex coast in a belt three miles vvide across 
Essex, Suffolk and, in to Norfolk. 

Al though the storm was short, hailstones as 
large as big cobnuts fell so thickly that in some 
areas road traffic vvas stopped. Fields were 
\vhite vvith hail, and some roads-at Dedham, 
near Colchester, for instance-had drifts twelve 
inches deep. 

Severity was unparalleled in living memory for 
the tirne of the year. Trees were stripped off 
of both fruit and leaves, rhubarb was shattered 
as though by machine-iun fire, lettuces were re
duced to shreds, and many thousands of out-door 
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ton1ato plants \Vere badly damaged, if not totally 
destroyed. Large areas of onions, too, were 
devastated, �nd in some cases potato plots were 
a total loss. Few, if any, crops were unscathed." 

Another Press report reads: 
"Beginning at 7.30 p.m. down came a barrage 

of hail; Heaven's heaviest artillery-balls of ice
frozen n1arbles, cherries or pickling walnuts
rattling- with savage force like machine-gun 
bullets against vvindow-sills �nd panes. . People 
dared not leave the church until close on 9 p.m. 

Every gutter drain-head and 'down-spout was 
clotted with cakes of ice; baths and lavatories 
were frozen out, chimneys scoured with ice-balls 
cased with soot. 

Lawns were two or three inches deep in frozen 
slush; the streets became a water-course, and the 
hailstones, banking up against the front-doors, 
flooded halls or ground-floor rooms. "He casteth 
forth His ice like morsels." 

The damage done to gardens was indescribable, 
,veeks of labour, and all prospects of the season, 
brought suddenly to nought. Rambler roses 
were stripped to tbe bone, and every apple that 
remained hanging in the orchard was chipped 
and bruised to bits; potatoes, broad-beans, cab
bage were reduced to frozen stalks, while all 
t�nderer growths- celery, onions, carrots and 
the like-were swept as bare as with a scythe. 

It was cruel on allotment and sn1all
holders, but on the higher scale our leading 
farmers lost virtually every one of the tomatoes 
planted out last week." And all this in Mid
June. 
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Only an isolated happening you say-I agree
thank God it was-but it ,vas an Omen of what 
God can do, and of what He will do, if we persist 
in defying His Laws and His Commands. Re
n1en1 ber in 1941 we had claimed the biggest har
vest ever, due to the Farn1ers' efforts on the Land. 
But did ,ve reap the biggest harvest ever ?-No
we did not. vVe could have done, had we ack
nowledged God properly in the matter and God's 
goodness in giving it to us, for it vvas all there 
ready to REAP-BUT WE DID NOT REAP 
IT-WHY? We praised the Creature rather 
than the Creator an-d the result-well, as you 
1nay know, 1941 saw the WETTEST August for 
many a long day. What ·could have been a tre
mendous HARV.EST vvas spoiled. A Day of 
National Thanksgiving to God, and prayer for 
a fine August COULIYand WOULD have given 
us the biggest Harvest ever, and THIS YEAR 
the corn has been sown . on Sundays as well, by 
official authority. I ask, can we EXPECT God's 
blessing if we thus defy His Laws and com
n1ands? 

Again one cannot but recall God's action in the 
past. Listen to these words : 

"But if ye will not obey the voice of the Lord, 
but rebel against the commandment of the Lord, 
then shall the hand of the Lord be against you, 
as it vvas against your fathers. 

Now therefore stand and see this great thing, 
which the Lor cl will do before your eyes. 

Is it not wheat harvest to-day? I will call unto 
the Lord, and He shall send thunder and rain; 
that ye 1nay perceive and see that your wicked
ness is great, which ye have done in t]-ie sight of 
the Lord. 
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So Sa111uel called unto the Lord; and the Lord 
sent thunder and rain that day: and all the people 
greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. 

Read quietly the whole of the chapter (I Sam
uel 12.). 

Man may sow, toil and labour on the Lord's 
Day but he will gain nothing from it whilst God's 
Law and Word stands, ,;vhich clearly says, "Six 
days shalt thou labour." and no exception is made 
for time of war. 

This warning note is raised in striking contrast 
to the ansvvers to our prayers recorded earlier in 
this booklet. The issue. seems to be: Are we 
going to rely on Human Aid or Divine Aid? We 
have tried the for1ner long enough surely! Where 
has it got us? Surely ·it's tin1e we began seriously 
to think about the latter, especially in vie,v of 
God's goodness and plain indication of vvhat He 
can, and will, do if only we will trust Hin1. 

One of our be�t and ablest journalists of the 
present day, G. Ward Price of the Daily Mail 
\vriting in that paper on the 9th July, 1942, said: 

"In earlier times of trial, which, like these, 
threatened the existence of the nation, Britain 
found strength in the prayers and faith that were 
the practice of our forefathers. Fewer speeches 
on Foreign politics, greater energy and earnest
ness in encouraging the people to rely on Al
mighty God are what we need from the religious 
leaders of this country." 

Strange indeed that a Journalist should so 
clearly see what the leaders of the Church and 
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Nation fail to co111prehencl. Mr. Ward Price 
also declared in that sa111e article that 
"Britain is ready for religious· revival '·'. If 
such be true, here is the PA TH, not only to reviv
al, but also to complete and early Victory. 

I know it's past history, but it's nevertheless 
true, that it was in August, 1918 that a Day of 
Repentance and Prayer was appointed, and the 

· Armistic� follo,ved in N oyember of that year.

In 185S, during the Crimean War, our gracious 
Queen Victoria appointed a Day of humiliation 
and Prayer ON A VvEEKDA Y, when all business 
was suspended, every shop and place of amuse-
1nent closed, and no work permitted except the 
tending of cattle. (How different to the National 
Day of Prayer of l\!Iarch, 1942) The Fall of 
Sebastopol and the end· of the Cri1nean War 
follo,ved in the same year. 

This was repeated in the Indian Mutiny of 
18S7 with the·san1e result. If then ,vhy not no,i\r ?-

When this country realises NOW, ,vhat Queen 
\Tictoria 1·ealisecl TI-IiEl\I, ,ve n1ay expect to see 
VICTORY. But vvhilst our Farmers are asked 
to so,v their seed on the Lord's Day hovv can we 
expect blessing. Go<l WILL be recognised, let. 
us 111ake no 1nistake about that and His Dav 
111ust be restored. 

One other -record of histor.y must suffice. 
The destruction of the Spanish Arn1ada in 1588. 

\\·as not due to the forces of England. It was. 
obvious to Queen Elizabeth that when the Span
ish fleet lay wrecked along the coasts of England 
and Scotland it ,vas mainly due to the unprece-
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dented gales that scattered the enemy. Sixty
three ships were lost and history records that 
the Spanish fleet "suffered more from the elen1ents 
than the English." In acknowledgement of 
Divine intervention the Qu�en caused a medal to 
be struck with the inscription "HE BLEW HIS 
WINDS and they were scattered." This mtdal 
previous to the outbreak of War, could be seen 
in the Plaquette room of the British Museum. 

History you say-Yes, History indeed, but the 
God of History is the God of Prophecy and the 
God of Prophecy is the GOD OF TO-DAY. 

All this and n1uch 1nore God has done in the 
-past for those who trusted Him, and He can, 
and will do, the same again TO-DAY if we, as 
a Ni\TION,-if ,ve individually - are prepared 
to give GOD our TRUST, our Faith, OUR CON
FIDENCE. For -this God is our God. 

If we really and truly believe that there is a 
God that ruleth in the Heavens, then v.rhy are we 
so foolish as to think that we may continually ig
nore His Will, disobey I-Iis Con1n1ands, Defy I-Iis 
Lavvs and yet not reap the subsequent harvest? 

It is, as we all know, an unalterable law of life, 
Nature, and of God's kingdom that whatsoever 
a man ( or nation for that 111a tter) sovveth, that 
shall he ( or they) also reap. 

You have tried it in life my friend-and in your 
innermost soul_you KNOW that it's true. 

Then why not let us together SEEK GOD'S 
FACE in· true repentance and hu1niliation, and 
He vvill prove to us that His promise is true 
that:-

"If My people, which are called by l\1y N a1ne,

.shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My 
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Face, and turn from their ,vicked \vays : then will 
I hear fron1 Heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land." 2 Chron. 7. 14. 

COME, LET US RETURN UNTO THE 
LORD for He hath torn, and He will heal us: 
He hath smitten and He ,vill bind us up." 
Hosea 6, 1. 

God tells us that 
"THEY SHALL KNOW v\T-HOSE WORD 
SHALL STAND; - MINE OR THEIRS." 
and surely He has been trying to speak to us as a 
Nation by what we may have hit!Jerto regarded 
as "MERE CO-INCIDENCES'\ but which I 
trust, as level headed n1en and vvo1nen, we may 
rather see to be something far, greater and more 
significant. Hitherto we have undoubtedly been 
deaf to the voice of God, defiant of His Com
mands, and ungrateful for His many interven
tions. 

There is yet time. Can ,ve not as a Nation 
acknowledge· our shortcomings and seek to give 
God His due recognition, and give His Day of 
Rest its proper place in our lives. 

If not-then tin1e alone .will show to what 
extent God will permit us to be further humbled, 
and brought to acknowledge His Hand, before 
final vi�tory become our portion. 

WHEN SHALL WE SEE IT? 
I trust before it is too late. 

Let us nQt boast in. our own strength, our own 
forces, whether they be Armies, Na vies, Air 
Forces, Allies or ought else of earth. Thank 
God for then:i aU, and give them their due praise 
and merit, but remember that God ALONE has 
been our help in ages past, and desires to be our 
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hope for years to co1ne. But if we continue to turn a deaf ear to all God's pleadings let us be,vare lest He saith in I-Iis wrath "LET HIM ALONE." Hosea 4, 17. 'Because when I called, ye did not answer; when I spake ye did not hear; but did evil Tuefore Mine eyes, and did choose that wherein I delighted not." Isa. 65. 12. 'Only FEAR THE LORD, and serve Him in truth with all your heart: for consider how great things He hath done for you. BUT if ye shall still do wickedly. YE SHALL BE CONSUMED." 1 Sam. 12. 24. 
TO SUM UP:-

IT WAS PRAYER that stopped Ron1mel on July 1st, 1942. 
IT WAS PRAYER that gave us the 11iracle of Dunkirk. 
IT WAS PRAYER that gave us the Battle of Britain. 
IT \VAS PRAYER that gave us the East _Africa Victories. 
IT WAS PRAYER that gave us Victory, 1914/18. 
IT WAS PRAYER that gave us Victory in the Crimea. 
IT WAS PRAYER that gave us ·victory in the Indian 

Mutiny. 
IT WAS PRAYER THAT gave us Victory in the Spanish 

Armada. OR W.AS IT - CO-INCIDE·NCE. ? 
11ore is done by prayer than this world drea1ns of, for 

Prayer is the power that 1noves the arm that 111oves the 
world_ and brings deliverance down. __ G .F. v.

New Publication: by Same Author. --, "ARE WE NEAR THE END?" 
32 pp. 3d. Nett. 4d. Post Free, 

G f. VALLANCE, LTD., Ambassador Office, EASTON, Woodbridge, Suffolk 
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