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2 GOSPEL GLEANINGS

“IF YOU HAVE LEARNED TO 
TRUST JESUS—”

he stopped; as though this embraced all 
he had intended to say. It was in the visiting 

room of a prison. He h^d come at a prisoners 
request — one whose! ihfide^ opposition: he had 
listened to years ago. Now he listened to his 
deep heartbroken lament at the terrible power of 
evil within him—his earnest desire to now do good, 
and his great distress at the evil he found present 
with him.

What could he say as he listened to one .in such 
distress at so awful power of . evil. So he began, 
n If you have learned to trust Jesus ” ; but he did 
not go on, for what more could he say. This was 
everything, and his sudden stop served to more 
vividly impress on his hearer the immense force of 
the words, “ learned to trust Jesus ” I Yes, learned 
it in a prison cell, afid now to learn more of that 
blessed trust.

Only three months had passed since he was 
sentenced, but oh! what had happened in that 
short time. There had been joy in heaven over 
the sinner in that cell, and heaven’s joy had run 
over and down to the heart of the one who had 
repented. A new birth had taken place there. A 
great sinner had been forgiven and justified.
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When in the “ Reception Ward” at his coming 

into the prison, he and another criminal talked of 
what they would do on their release. The other 
man jeeringly said,“ That is unless I turn religious.” 
The laughing response was—“ Or I ”—and thendn a 
flash came the unbidden thought, “ And I wish I 
might.” That wish was heard by the God of all 
grace, and quickly answered. Very few weeks had 
passed when he pondered, the extraordinary 
circumstances attending his arrest, the charges, the 
evidence, the trial. It was forced upon him that 
there must have been some supernatural power at 
work. If so, what was that power ? Was there a 
God after all ? Had He been acting, and if so, 
what for ? Was it in goodness to him ?

He turned to the Bible, which, thank God, is in 
each cell. God’s word soon proved to be living 
and powerful; and it answered his questions. He 
.was convinced there was a God who cared about 
even him, and who had been active in goodness 
that He might bring him to Himself. As he 
thought of God’s attitude to him, and then of his 
conduct towards God, the hard heart was broken. 
Grief and yet gratitude divided it; and henceforth 
he would serve God.

He was born anew, and now had the desire, and 
capacity of pleasing and knowing God. But what 
of the power to please Him ?

What he immediately learned on setting out to 



4 GOSPEL GLEANINGS

please God was that a terrible proneness to, and 
actual love of, evil for evil’s sake was within him ; 
and that he was not only ungodly but without 
strength.

His distress was great. He saw the chaplain 
and told him how miserable he was, but the 
chaplain had an appointment that morning and so 
could not talk with him then. Hope seemed gone, 
and he thought no man cared for his soul.

But the next morning in chapel was read the 
story of “ The impotent man ” in the fifth of John— 
“Wilt thou be made whole.” “ Sir, I have no 
man,”—(just his case) “ Rise, take up thy bed and 
walk, and immediately he was made whole.”

Every word was for him. He seemed to hear 
the Lord at his side saying to him, Wilt thou be 
made whole; and he cast himself upon the 
Saviour. A hymn was sung with the words—

When the heart is sad within 
With the thought of all its sin, 
When the spirit shrinks with fear.

Thou the shame and grief hast known, 
Though the sins were not Thine own. 
Thou didst deign their load to bear.”

Great peace filled his soul. He returned to his 
cell with a great, intense, God-given, joy which the 
heart was not big enough to hold.

Many and fierce were the onslaughts of the 
devil after this, and some terrible experiences were 
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gone through alone in that cell—the very presence 
of wicked spirits being felt—but followed by an 
indescribably blessed calm and an unspeakable joy 
that may not be equalled until the Saviour is seen 
face to face.

About this time he got much comfort and help 
from the words of the twenty-fifth psalm—

“ Good and upright is the Lord; therefore will He 
teach sinners in the way.”

“ What man is he that feareth the Lord ? Him shall 
He teachin the way that He shall choose.”

Often did he suffer anguish of soul at the rising 
of the evil within, as he lamented to the friend who 
came to see him; and oh 1 what comfort and 
strength were the words of that friend—“ If you 
have learned to trust Jesus.”

Reader, have you learned this ?

OR
A DEFEATED FOE

* UP work * ^ve UP • You are n°t 
fit to be a missionary I You do more harm 

than good—here’s a case in point! Look at this 
poor fellow; you have been too hard on him, 
and now you have hindered him from ever 
hearing the way of salvation again. You’d better 
give it up—yes, give it up, I say.’
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Such were the thoughts that crossed the mind 
of a young servant of God, one Monday afternoon, 
as he wearily ascended the hill to his home, 
after six hours visiting among the poor and 
suffering in the slums of one of England’s great 
towns. But who instilled those thoughts, and 
whence they came, the reader shall soon find 
out, as well as the occasion that drew them 
forth. Well for the servant that he knew his 
Master's voice too well to be deceived; well too, 
infinitely well, that he knew that Master had 
once alone met the foe, and defeated him, 
“ through death" annulling “ him that had the 
power of death, that is the devil," so that though 
he might harass and vex, Satan no longer could 
harm one that had been “ translated from the 
power of darkness into the kingdom of the Son 
of His love."

For four months past the young missionary 
had been visiting a man dying of consumption. 
At first he seemed very eager to hear the word 
of God, listening without comment, as well as 
his cough would permit, to all that was read 
and said to him, and desiring prayer to be 
offered for, and with, him.

At length a change came I He began to object 
to what was said, maintaining that ‘ no one can 
know they are saved till after death.’ Opening 
his Bible, the visitor read such passages as 



GOSPEL CLEANINGS 7
^Through this man ’ is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins, and by him all that believe 
ARE justified from all things” (Acts xiii. 38, 39); 
“He that beiieveth on/the Son HATH ever
lasting life '■ (John iii. 36); “These things have 
I written unto you that believe on the name of 
the Son of God that ye may KNOW that ye 
HAVE eternal life” (1 John v. 13). But the 
only rejoinder, was that he ‘ Could not understand 
it.’

After this the visits became more unsatis
factory ; often the visitor was told he was asleep, 
and so could not see him; and now on this 
occasion he. had had to cut the visit short, being 
afraid of the effects on the feeble suffering body, 
the poor invalid working' himself up into a 
passion as his visitor read Isaiah Iv. to him, and 
dwelt on the 7th verse—“ Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts/'— 
showing him how infinitely greater were God’s 
thoughts than his. He was seeking to work out 
a righteousness for himself; and unsatisfied him
self with his efforts, he might well be in doubt 
as to God’s acceptance of him or them, while 
still refusing to believe that God Himself had 
provided a righteousness, eVen Christ “ Who of 
God is made to us wisdom and righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption ” (1 Cor. i. 30).

‘ We must abandon our thoughts and ideas 
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concerning salvation, and take it on God’s terms 
and in His way,’ the visitor urged. 1 You’re a 
ranter, and I don’t believe a word you say! ’

It was a cruel retort, and a stinging blow to 
one who was yearning for his salvation; so one 
cannot wonder that,: as the visitor sorrowfully 
left, fearing to excite the invalid more, the 
enemy (who had blinded this man’s eyes so 
closely) should follow up his supposed victory by 
the cunning assault that heads this paper.

“ Above all, taking the shield of faith, where
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked.” Going home, and seeking 
His face whom he sought to serve, the “fiery 
darts ” fell powerless; and how the Lord stood 
by and cheered his servant remains to be told.

The next day found him in a coffee tavern, 
and whilst there, a man slowly entered' and1 
seated himself at the same table with a half 
groaned ‘Oh, dear! ’

1 You look ill, friend/ he remarked.
* I am ill, sir, and so low-spirited, I can’t 

sleep. And I feel so lonely, I sometimes fear I 
shall commit suicide.’

‘ Oh, I’ve got a cure for that,’ was the cheery 
answer, as he drew his Bible from his pocket; 
‘and the only one, and that is to know Jesus as 
my Saviour.’

‘ I’ve been seeking that for a long time sir,’ 
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said the poor fellow, * I am always praying to 
God, and reading my Bible/ and he drew one 
from his pocket too.

Turning to Acts x., his new friend read of 
Cornelius who was * always praying ’ too, and 
remarking that as God sent Peter to show 
Cornelius words whereby he should be saved, so 
doubtless He had sent him this day to meet 
him in the coffee house. He then asked him to 
take a walk with him, and now in quiet con
versation he found out how anxious the poor 
fellow was to be saved, but quite ignorant of 
the atoning work of the Lord Jesus, and that 
He, as their substitute, had borne His people’s 
sins.

Taking him to his home, the missionary read 
Isaiah liii. to him, and had the joy of seeing 
him rest on it, and, as subsequent events proved, 
that he had indeed heard words whereby he too 
was saved.

Reader, are you cavilling at Isaiah Iv. or 
resting on Isaiah liii ?

The following Sunday the missionary, as he 
stood among a group of open-air preachers, 
noticed the sister of the man whom he had so 
sorrowfully left the previous Monday, looking 
eargerly up and down the street. Guessing he 
was wanted, he accosted her.
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‘ My brother is dying ! ’ she exclaimed. * He 
is in the hospital, and wishes to see you at 
once/

It was summer time, and the poor fellow, 
with the delusive hope (so common in his disease) 
that he was better, had gone out for a walk, 
ruptured a blood-vessel, and been taken to the 
hospital to die.

With a heavy heart the missionary left his 
co-workers, and went to meet the man who had 
so often put aside the message he had taken 
him.

He found him sitting, propped up with pillows, 
in a bed facing the door, but as soon as the man 
saw his visitor, his face lit up, and he beckoned 
him to him.

‘ Can you trust Christ now ? You have been 
rejecting Him for a long time,’ was the mis
sionary’s greeting.

* Yes I have; but it is not too late, is it ? ’ he 
whispered.

‘No, it is not too late/
Pulling him down, close to his mouth, for his 

voice was very faint, he said—
‘ Do you know why I sent for you ? I am 

now trusting Christ; I have thrown aside all 
my righteousness. But I could not die happy till 
I asked you to forgive me. I have treated you so 
badly; many times I have told my sister to say 
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I was asleep, rather than see you, and towards 
the last I really hated the sight of you coming 
into the room, because you put it so plain by 
the word of God, and I knew you were right.’

Of course he was assured of his friend’s for
giveness, and when after prayer, the visitor bade 
him ‘Goodbye,’ he said ‘God bless you, and 
make you a blessing to many. May He spare 
you to bring thousands to a knowledge of 
Himself.’

A few earnest words were then spoken to a 
brother and sister by the bedside, the other 
inmates overhearing, as the man being very 
deaf, the visitor had to raise his voice.

Two more visits, paid the next day, only showed 
how happy this “brand plucked out of the fire” 
(Zech, iii.) was in the love which had sought and 
found him, though he bitterly regretted he had so 
long refused, to accept God’s thoughts and God’s 
gift; and then he peacefully fell asleep through 
Jesus.

The same day the missionary again came 
across the man he had met in the coffee house. 
He was about to return to his distant home 
‘to die’ he said. Noticing a sorrowful look on 
the sympathising face of his friend , he said 
‘Don’t misunderstand me; I am in no way 
unhappy about it. I thank God I ever came to 
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this town and that 1 met you. The Lord sent 
me here to be converted; I see it all now/

And every Christian reader of these lines will 
see too why Satan so bitterly attacked the 
servant of Christ exactly one week before, and 
will adore the grace that provided such cheer 
for His tried child. Who among the unsaved 
ones will begin and continue this new year the 
slave of such a tyrant, while God still offers 
His salvation 4 without money and without 
price ? ’

“ Wherefore do ye spend money for that which 
is not bread ? and your labour for that which 
satisfieth not ? Hearken diligently unto me, and 
eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight 
itself in fatness ” (Isai. Iv. 2).

T.

“ARE YOU NOT AFRAID?”
Although it is nearly seventy years since the 

occurrence, I well remember the circumstances 
under which my dear father asked me the above 
question. He had taken me to the Market Town 
of Lewes in Sussex where we had dinner with 
friends, and in the afternoon, we walked across the 
fields to a farmhouse, the residence of one of my 
uncles. Being a young lad from London, I was 
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naturally charmed and delighted with the varied 
attractions of the downs, the farms, with the flocks 
of sheep, the cattle, etc.

“ The ox, the horse, the sheep, the cows, 
The hay-ricks and the barley-mows ”

—as a poet has written.
While we were crossing one of the fields, my 

father asked me the question—“ Are you not afraid 
that we shall not find the place we want to reach ? ” 
To this I answered, “No ! ” And when asked to 
give the reason for my confidence, I replied that 
although I did not know my way, I was sure that 
Ar did. In due time we reached the farmhouse, 
and were soon seated at the tea-table, with my 
uncle and his family. During the meal, my father 
.repeated the above simple incident in our afternoon 
walk; and it is still fresh in my memory how the 
elder members of the little family gathering talked 
together of the lessons which might be drawn from 
it, such as that which is expressed in the lines of a 
hymn—

“ We do not know the way, 
But well we know our Guide.”

When God delivered the children of Israel from 
the bondage of Pharaoh in the land of Egypt, He 
was himself their guide as He promised to Moses : 
“ My presence shall go with thee ” (Exod. xxxiii. 
14). He who afterwards chose David (who kept 
his father’s sheep in the fields of Bethlehem) to be 
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king over Israel, spake to Moses out of tbsflame pf fire 
in the bush, when he turned aside to see that ? great 
sight/’ having in his hand, the shepherd’s rod with 
which he guarded and guided the flock of Jethro 
his father-in-law. This rod with whiph Moses 
brought the first sign before Pharaoh, when he cast 
it down on the ground, as the Lord had. bidden 
him, and it became a serpent, we find him after
wards using by the same Divine command, to. 
smite the rock in Horeb, when the water flowed 
out and the people drank. It was, we fully believe, 
to this same rod that Moses referred, when Amalek 
came and fought with Israel, and he said unto 
Joshua, “ Choose you out men, and go out , fight with 
Amalek : to-morrow I will stand on the top of the 
hill with the rod of God in mine hand,” etc, (Exodus 
xvii. 9).

The camps of the Bedouin Arabs supply 
numerous illustrations of God’s dealings with His 
ancient people, when He “ led them by the right 
hand of Moses with his glorious arm, dividing the 
water before them, to make himself an everlasting 
name,” etc. (Isa. Ixiii. 12). The Sheikh’s tent is 
conspicuous by three features—its greater size, its 
central position, and the long (12 feet) spear at the 
tent door ; all which features correspond with the 
arrangement shown to Moses on the mount; for the 
construction; and ordering of the . Tabernacle and 
the tents of th$ twelve tribes; while the pillar of cloud 
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by day, and of fire by night, marked the presence 
of God above the mercy seat. The order for the 
Bedouin to strike their tents and begin their march 
is attended by the lifting of the Sheikh’s long 
spear, which is then borne before him by his 
attendant (cf. Numb. ix. 15-23, also 1 Sam. xxvi. 
11). In this connection, we find Psalms Ikxviii. 
and Ixxx. in beautiful apposition ; each beginning 
with the same apostrophe: “Give ear”—one a 
divine exhortation for the Lord’s people to incline 
their ears to the words of His mouth, the other 
their appeal, as “ his people and sheep of his 
pasture,” ,tb the Shepherd of Israel, calling 
tojemembrance His faithfulness in the days of old, 
“ Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock,” and the 
provision He had; in grace, made for being in their 
midst: “ Thou that dwellest between the
cherubim ’;—i.e. the place of the mercy seat, 
God’s meeting place with His pepple, (cf. Exod. 
xxv. 22).

u When Israel, by divine command, 
The pathless desert trod, 

They found, throughout the'barren land, 
A sure resource in God.

A cloudy pillar marked the road, 
And screened them from the heat; 

From the hard rock the water flowed, 
And manna was their meat.

Like them, we have a rest in view, 
Secure from hostile powers ;

Like them, we pass a desert too,
But Israel’s God is ours.” T.J.
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WHAT CAN I FEAR?

What can I fear throughout the coming year, 
Since to a faithful God my heart is given, 
Who holds all I possess in earth or heaven, 

Whose promises are written strong and clear, 
My God is for me.

Can I have ought to dread since Christ has died 
And I have died with Him and with Him risen, 

And all God’s holy claims are satisfied, 
My righteousness is there.

Then with a humbled heart to know such love, 
Yet with uplifted head in Him to boast, 
All fears and dread of earthly years are lost;

I would walk here knowing my life’s above 
Hidden with Christ in God.

—A.E.S,

NOW READY.

Gleanings (Block) Calendar for 1914. Price 1/-, or 1/3 post 
free (Great Britain). Six for 6/- post free

Daily Text Almanac (coloured) for 1914. Price Id., or 2d. 
post free. 12 copies for 1/3 post free. 100 for 7/-.

Please order immediately

“ Bible Treasury,” Vol. IX. (N.S.), cl. 4/6
do. for 1913 (half vol.), paper, 1/9 post free

“ Gospel Gleanings,” Vol. XIII., 1/- net, cl. 1/8 post free
“ Message from God,” Vol. for 1913, 1/6 cl. post free
“Glad Tidings for the Young,” Vol. IX., 1/6 cl. post free
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“WHERE ARE YOU GOING— 
AND WHY’*?

pOR six months Alfred F. had been lying on a 
hospital bed gradually getting weaker and 

weaker, and now doctors, nurses, friends all knew 
that death was quickly approaching. So did 
Alfred ; but was he troubled about it ? Apparently 
not.

It was late one Thursday evening that an un
known friend came to his bedside,—for visitors 
might see him now at any time,—and began to 
speak to him about what was so soon coming. 
And then he told him more,—that not only must 
he soon die, but that even now he was “dead in 
trespasses and sins ” (Eph. ii. i), and “condemned 
already ” (John iii. 18); and that unless he ob
tained a new life, “ eternal life ” through believing 
in Jesus, and was u justified freely by His blood,” 
when he passed from time into eternity there 
would be nothing before him but the execution of 
God's righteous judgment against him,—even the 
second death, the lake of fire, for ever and ever.

These were solemn words for the dying youth to 
hear; but his visitor realised that it was a solemn 
moment for them both. He might never again 
have the opportunity of telling this soul, so near 
eternity, of a way of escape from the doom before 
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it; and the few words that Alfred had spoken had 
showed that he was utterly careless and dark as 
to the future. He, with all his family, had been 
in the habit of attending one of the most ritualistic 
churches in the town. But what are creeds or 
ceremonies as a resting-place for the soul ? You 
may assent to the so-called Apostles’ Creed and yet 
find yourself in hell; you may repeat the Athana- 
sian Creed, and be eternally lost; for belief in a 
creed cannot nor has it ever saved a soul. It must 
be faith in a Person,—and that Person the Eternal 
Son of the Living God. It must be faith in Him, 
in His work and His word, for thus alone is now 
salvation for any sinner. Without this living 
faith, what are rites and ordinances, even when 
God appointed ? Nothing but an empty shell 
without a kernel; a meaningless form; a rope of 
sand, crumbling beneath the grasp of the unhappy 
soul that rests upon it.

No wonder then, that in truest kindness, this 
4faithful witness,’ that 4 delivereth souls,’ sought to 
rouse the dying boy to a sense of his danger, and 
then pointed out God’s way of escape. Opening 
his Bible, he read from 2 Corinthians v., the be
liever s assurance in the prospect of death, and 
what that assurance rests on,—the finished work 
of Him whom God made sin for us, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in Him. And 
then, after praying that the God of all grace might 
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open the eyes of the poor lad to see his awful 
need and the gracious provision to meet it, he bade 
him * Goodnight,’ begging him to read for himself 
this wonderful chapter (2 Cor. v.), and also John 
iii., for “ The entrance of Thy words giveth light; 
it giveth understanding unto the simple.” May my 
reader do the same !

The next day found the visitor again by Alfred’s 
bedside. He was much the same, both in body 
and mind; yet he listened with apparent interest, 
but did not seem to grasp the meaning of the 
earnest words addressed to him. How sad to see 
one so young sinking into eternity without any 
anxiety, and without hope !

“ Alfred, where are you going ? ” urged his friend.
* * To heaven,” he replied, with averted eyes. But 
in response to the question that followed, as to the 
ground of his hope of going there, he could give no 
answer.

A fortnight passed, and in consequence of an 
urgent message that Alfred was ‘ almost gone ’ but 
wished to see him, the visitor again entered the 
ward, and stood by his side. He saw at a glance 
that indeed the end was very near, but the boy was 
still sensible, so bending over, he again said :

Alfred, it will soon be over ; you will soon have 
done with time; where are you going ? ” He 
looked up with a beaming smile, his eyes looking 
right into his visitor’s face which previously he had 



GOSPEL GLEANINGS 21
always avoided, and firmly answered, “ To heaven, 
Mr.----- .”

“What ground have you for saying so? You 
know you told me so at first.”

Quietly and distinctly this reply fell from the 
dying boy: “Jesus died. He bore my sins, and I 
shall soon be with Him."

‘ Can you thank God for this blessed assur
ance ? ’ enquired his friend. Then he knelt, while 
the dying boy joined with him in praise and thanks
giving to God for His infinite mercy in giving 
such a Saviour, and leading Alfred to trust Him 
while yet there was time.

An hour more, and the Saviour who had died 
for him, and purchased him at such a price, took 
home His purchase, and Alfred exchanged the 
hospital bed for the presence of the Lord who had 
loved him even to death, and drawn Him to. Him
self even at the last hour.

Reader, the fact on which Alfred rested, remains. 
Jesus died. He it is who exhausted the wrath 
of God against sin for all who believe. And 
God has raised Him from the dead, and seated 
Him at His own right hand. But can you say 
4 He bore my sins ? ’ This is the language of 
faith,—of appropriation. You may say it, for 
“Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that He might bring us to God*’ 
(i Peter iii. 18).
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“ He died for all, that they which live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
Him who died for them and rose again ” (2 Cor. 
V. 15). T.

WHO WAS JESUS?
LADY teaching a primary class in a Chicago 

Sunday School, thus tells of a striking ex
perience :—

I was surprised one day when, at the close of 
the school, one of my little girls came, begging 
the loan of a Bible. She said she wanted to take 
it to her brother who was sick. The Bible was, 
of course, given. But two weeks later the little 
girl came again to me, telling a pitiful story of 
how her brother wanted to see some one from the 
school.

♦ What does your brother want, dear ? ' I 
said.

4 Why, he’s sick, you know,’ was the reply, • and 
he’s going to die, and he wanted some one to tell 
him how to die, and not be afraid. I told him it 
was in the Bible, but he says he can’t find it. 
But I told him that you knew all about it. Won’t 
you please come and see him ? ’

I was deeply interested in what the girl told me, 
and, the next morning, early, visited the home of 
the child. The sick one I found to be a youth— 
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fourteen or fifteen years old who had been in 
public school almost all his life.

I was admitted by the mother, and upon 
making known the errand, she said, * Yes, John is 
sick, but please don't tell him how sick he is/ I 
could not promise, but passed into the next room, 
where the sick youth sat, propped up with 
pillows. He was evidently in the last stage of con
sumption.

Taking him gently by the hand, I said, * My 
lad, do you know you are very sick ? ’

* That is just what I want to see you about/ 
was the reply, 4 I know I am going to die, and I 
am afraid. Annie told me there was a book in 
her Sunday School that told people how to die and 
not be afraid, and here it is, but I can't find out 
about it. But she was sure you did know how, 
so I wanted to see you.'

He had evidently begun at Genesis, in 
his effort to find out how to die and not 
be afraid. No wonder that in his ignorance 
and weakness he had not been able to get the help 
he so urgently needed. I sat down by him, and, 
taking his hand, tenderly asked, ‘Why are you 
afraid ? Do you know ? ’

‘ No,’ answered the lad.
4 What do you know about death ? ’
‘ Oh, I know about it. I have seen dead horses, 

and I have seen funerals.'
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‘ Have you ever done wrong ? *
He nodded.
‘ Don’t you think it is because you have done 

wrong that you are afraid to die ? ’
After a moment’s thought, the answer came 

slowly, * Yes,—I believe that's the reason.'
* Did you ever hear of Jesus ? ’
‘Jesus? Yes. That is one of the words we 

use when we get mad.’
‘ Is that all you know about Him ? ’
‘ Yes. Who is He ? ’
Very simply and tenderly did I tell this dark 

mind, who had lived all his life almost under the 
shadow of a church spire, yet had only heard the 
name of Jesus in blasphemy in the street, who 
Jesus was. Then taking the Bible, which was 
lying open near, I asked him to read some verses 
from Isaiah liii.: “All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all." “Surely He hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He 
was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we 
^re healed."

With a few words as to who the ‘we’ that 
had ‘ gone astray ’ pointed to, and who the
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One that was 4 wounded for our transgressions ’ 
really was, we turned over to Romans vi., and 
read : “The wages of sin is death; but the gift 
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ/’ 
Then at the 5th chapter, 44 God commendeth His 
love towards us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” And then in the 8th chapter, 
44 There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus.”

The plan of the atonement never seemed so 
simple as when it was being explained to this 
eager listener. It did not take long—just a few 
words as to who Jesus was, and what He has 
done, and done for us. And with thoughts fast
ened on Galatians ii. 20, 44 The Son of God who 
loved me, and gave Himself for me ”—we paused.

Presently he reached out his thin hand and laid 
it on my sleeve, saying: 41 understand it now; 
don’t say anymore, for fear I shall forget it/

Kneeling by the chair, I offered a few words of 
prayer; and then suggested, that if he realised 
Jesus had died in his stead, he should thank Him 
for it, and declare his trust in Him. And so I bade 
him good-bye.

The next morning, early, another call was made, 
for I was greatly interested in the youth; but the 
death-angel had been there first. The mother 
came to the door, and with a burst of weeping 
told how, during the night, her boy had died.
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Quieting her as well as possible, I tried to 
ascertain how he had passed away, and if the 
teaching given him had influenced his last 
hours.

* Oh,’ said the woman, * he was so changed. I 
could not understand it at all. He was so happy. 
He was saying all the time, 4 Blessed Jesus! 
Blessed Jesus! He was punished instead of me.’ 
Oh, he fairly died rejoicing. 4 Blessed Jesus, 
punished instead of me! *

“Who his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree ... by whose stripes ye 
were healed ” (i Peter ii. 24).

Extracted

THREE REPRESENTATIVE 
PERSONS

REPUTABLE man—A disreputable woman
—An impotent man. The first or the second is 

representative of you or me, and the third of 
us both.

The 3rd chapter of John is largely devoted to 
the account of the dealings of the Son of God with 
one of these persons — the 4th chapter with 
another one—and the 5th chapter with the third one. 
Each chapter is largely taken up with a single 
individual! Does not this impress upon us how 
supremely personal the gospel is ?
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The One through whom all things received being 
is seen dwelling among men, and occupied with 
the needs and blessing of one man, or of one woman 
—in each of the three cases.

I say again, how intensely personal!
Wondrous and blessed to know the Son of God 

Himself as being personally and particularly in
terested in me—“ the Son of God who loved me 
and gave Himself for me ” !

The Creator of all things charging Himself to 
bring poor guilty helpless sinners into fulness of 
blessing I Grace worthy of God I God giving as God I

Let us look a little at the first of these repre
sentative cases, and if you are in the * reputable 
person ’ class Task your particular interest.

He was a highly respectable man, a ruler and 
religious teacher. As he had seen or heard of the 
works of Jesus, he had considered, and had come 
to the only just conclusion, which was, that no man 
could do such works unless God was with him.

So he came to Jesus by night and owned Him 
as a teacher come from God.

Jesus, who knew perfectly all that was in the 
heart and the thoughts of the man, went right to 
the root of things and told him that “ except a man 
be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
Although the kingdom of God was among them, 
in the person of Christ—who yet saw it ?
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The ruler and teacher of Israel must be born 
anew, if he would enter into the kingdom of God. 
And so must you, no matter how moral you may be.

Then having told Nicodemus of his need of 
this work of God in him, the Lord proceeds to 
tell him of a work for him—that which must be, 
that the dishonour done to God by man’s sin should 
be atoned for—that which must be, for the expia
tion of the sinner’s guilt.

The ruler and teacher of Israel needed not 
only a divine work in him but a divine work for 
him, and so, my friend, is it with you.

But a perfect sacrifice was needed, and this God 
provided—“ For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son.” What God’s 
righteousness demanded, God’s love provided— 
“ That whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.” Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and 
sent His Son, the propitiation for our sins.

The second case is that of one whose life had 
been shameful. All who knew her (and she her
self, if she thought about it) would own the need 
of a mighty work in her case.

Is she representative of any who may read this— 
those who have done evil with both hands earnestly ? 
If so, pray give your attention to the Saviour’s 
dealings with such an one.
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He condescends to ask water at her hands. He 

then speaks of God as a giver—God that would 
give freely to such as she was. Who was it that 
had said, “ Give me to drink ” ? The Son of God 1 
seeking to win her confidence and to bless her. 
Astounding grace ! Wondrous condescension I 
“ If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is 
that saith to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest 
have asked of Him and He would have given thee 
living water.”

The grace of God carried with it salvation for 
such as she.

But the Lord would also awaken her conscience 
as to her sinfulness, and this He lays bare. She 
learned that He knew her altogether, and could 
tell her all things that ever she did. All her sins 
were known to Him ! and yet He was ready to 
give to her fulness of blessing 1

The same Saviour—the same grace—the same 
tender heart—the same giving-God—the same 
power—abides to-day for the vilest and the one 
with ever so great proneness to sin.

The only One who knows how bad we really-are 
is the Saviour!

The third case was that of a man without 
strength to help himself out of the condition he was 
in. But Christ’s word of power sufficed. Now 
this case is representative of us all. Whether we
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are in the Nicodemus class or the Samaritan 
woman class we are equally without strength. Our 
only hope and help must be from outside of our
selves. “ Salvation is of the Lord.” God said to 
Israel, “ O Israel! thou hast destroyed thyself, but 
in Me is thine help.” Blessed for us that He acts 
so—“In Me is thine help.”

Is it being born again ? Then it is “ not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God.”

Is it atonement ? Then “ the Son of Man must 
be lifted up.”

Is it living water ? Then it is His gift.
Is it power ? Then it must be the same power 

as that which enabled the impotent man to take up 
his bed and walk.

“ Salvation is of the Lord.” And it is so intensely 
personal. Have you then this salvation ? Rest 
not, I pray you, until it is yours. For God is no 
respecter of persons. And the Saviour has said, 
“Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast 
out.” Will you not then come ; and come 
now ? --------

“ And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted 
up, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” “ He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life ” (John iii., 14, 
15.36).
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14 WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT "

44 What shall it profit if wo slay our brother and conceal his 
blood?” (Gen. xxxvii. 26).

“ What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit ? ” 
“Shall the dust praise thee? Shall it declare thy truth?' 

(Ps. xxx. 9).

To Joseph, his son, the Patriarch spake, 
Fell on his neck, and kissed ;

Gift < to his brethren bade him take, 
Then from his tent dismissed

To Shechem where their flocks they fed;
The son of his old age,

Obedient where those orders led, 
Performed the pilgrimage.

From Shechem, where he found them not, 
To Dothan on he pressed;

That not a tittle or a jot 
Should fail of the behest.

44 This dreamer comes,” his brethren said, 
44 His death his dreams shall end."

But Judah answered 44 If we shed 
His blood, what will be gained ? ”

Himself into a pit they cast, 
His coat with blood they stained ;

And when these hateful acts are past 
What profit have they gained ?

Now turn we all our thoughts to One, 
Whom David, in the Psalms,

And prophets all delight to own, 
Whom Moses too proclaims:

The true Anointed one of God, 
Whom Heaven and Earth adore ;

Who left for earth His bright abode, 
The punishment who bore,
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Due to our sins, the paschal Lamb 
Whose blood, and His alone, 

Has fully met each righteous claim, 
Of Heaven’s most holy throne.

Who, who can answer to the cry, 
“ What profit in my blood ? ”

Who is the first to make reply ? 
Hark I ’tis the voice of God ;

M When blood of bulls could not avail, 
To cleanse away one sin;

That precious blood doth now prevail, 
The stain no more is seen,

The One who died on Calvary’s tree, 
Is raised to My right hand ;

Who trust in Him indeed are free, 
In His perfection stand.”

Let saints of old and every time, 
Unite His praise to sound ;

While all of every tongue and clime, 
The echo swell around :

“ The profit of that precious blood, 
We now and aye shall prove ;

And sing before the throne of God, 
The blest Redeemer’s love.”
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“NOTHING TO PAY”
pjE was a proud reserved man, absolutely in

different as to spiritual things, a “ difficult 
case ” indeed to deal with. But disease had laid 
hold of him, and those around knew that eternity 
must soon be faced; could they,—those of them 
who knew what that eternity meant, and had them
selves been delivered from the wrath to come at 
infinite cost,—could they leave him to perish, 
enclosed in the stone shell of his own cold indiffer
ence ? It seemed useless, but at last one, to whom 
God had given much wisdom in dealing with such 
cases, was asked to visit him : and did so, counting 
on God to bless His own word.

But it was hard work : time after time he called, 
to find the same chilling reception,—no response, 
scarcely a word in reply on any subject, still less 
on the things that pertained to his soul’s salvation ; 
yet every visit the word of God was read, and 
listened to, however apathetically; but the visitor 
knew that “ the word of God is quick and powerful 
and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and 
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart ” (Heb. iv. 12), 
and he felt confident that that word was doing its 
own work. He could not read what was passing 
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within the icy barrier of proud reserve, but God 
knew, and the servant had only to keep step by 
step in communion with his Master. At last came 
a day when he felt the time had arrived for 
decision, and for confession,—when the reserve must 
be broken down, so he pressed him closely as to his 
real condition of soul. “ I want to have peace 
with God, but there is a doubt.”

That was all; what the “ doubt ” was he would 
not say. But it was much, perhaps more than he 
had ever thought before he could have owned,— 
the real deep desire to be at peace with God. 
Perhaps some reader is like him ; unable to tell 
the difficulties so long wrapped in his own breast; 
knowing that the Lord Jesus is a Saviour, knowing 
too that He has' died for sinners, and been raised 
again for their justification,—yet never having been 
alone personally in the company of that Saviour,— 
never having told Him the secrets and the difficulties 
that cannot be told to others. If such be your 
case, dear reader, remember He knows them 
already, “ All things are naked and opened unto 
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.” (Heb. 
iv. 13). The heart’s deepest recesses lie bare before 
His sight; no secret is hidden from Him,—no sin 
unknown ; He reads you through and through, yet 
knowing all, He^still says, “ Come.”

Finding how^unwilling the poor fellow was to 
tell his difficulty, his friend and visitor replied, 
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“ Well, there is a hymn that says, 4 All my doubts 
I give to Jesus/ and that conveys a truth ; come 
with all your doubts and let Jesus solve them for 
you.”

Together then they knelt in prayer, and for the 
first time the long sealed lips were unclosed in the 
presence of the Lord Jesus, and the Saviour and 
the sinner met. It was not a long and detailed 
confession of sin after sin, such as the “ Confessional 
Box ” hears ; it was the confession that though he 
was a sinner, yet Christ was the Saviour,—the 
confession of the Lord Jesus as his Saviour ; and 
“ If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" 
(Rom. x. 9).

And as they rose from their knees the joy of that 
salvation flooded the invalid’s heart, and overflowed 
from his countenance and his lips ; he had heard 
the words of the Son of God, “ Thy sins are forgiven 
thee; thy faith hath saved thee ; go in peace.”

But perhaps it was only a momentary excite
ment ? An imagination ? A passing emotion ? Ah, 
no. It is a real thing to have to do with Jesus. It 
is a real thing to know the forgiveness of sins. 
God preaches it to-day, through the Lord Jesus 
(Acts xiii. 38); He can holily and righteously for
give, because the sacrifice of His beloved Son has 
expiated the sin; He has “ made His soul an 
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offering for sin,” and because sin has already been 
judged on the cross, God righteously forgives every 
sinner who comes to Him through Jesus.

Two days after, the visitor again entered the 
invalid’s room. The joy was there; the peace 
was there; but something had gone. The old 
reserve was lacking ; the proud refusal to express 
what was passing within,—all this was changed. 
The reason is found in Ps. xxxii. David’s 
experience had been proved over again: when 
transgression is forgiven and sin is covered, there 
is no room for guile.

And so the “ doubt ” that had oppressed and 
kept him back so long came out now. Five years 
before he had appropriated a few shillings 
belonging to* his master, and he wanted to make 
restitution, but could not, through physical weak
ness, write the letter. He had made several 
attempts, but failed; and the knowledge that he 
owed these few shillings to a fellow man had kept 
him back from accepting the free pardon that God 
was offering for all his offences! But now he had 
come with his sins, unable even to wipe off his 
conscience this trespass against a fellow-mortal, 
much less one sin against God,—now he had 
known God’s forgiveness for all,—the theft in
cluded,—now he was enabled to confess this 
particular sin to his friend, and passing him 20s. 
get his willing assent to write the letter and explain 
all the circumstances.
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Had he done so before obtaining forgiveness, be 
might have thought his act of restitution purchased 
his pardon in some way; no, it is bankrupt sinners 
God saves who can do nothing for their salvation ; 
“ When they had nothing to pay He frankly for
gave them.” Luke vii. 42.

Never again was the peace disturbed which he 
enjoyed. Fearful bodily suffering supervened, but 
unclouded joy and peace continued to flood his soul, 
until ten weeks later he triumphantly “ fell asleep 
through Jesus.”

GUNGA DHOR
^.UNGA Dhor was a Brahmin,*  a native of 

Orissa, and converted through the preaching of 
the gospel in the early part of last century in that 
part of India, which was the headquarters of the 
worship of the Idol Juggernaut. In the year 1827, 
he began to bear witness to that gospel by 
receiving which he had found peace of soul. 
Thus in that land where

* Brahmins are the highest (the priest) order in the caste 
system of Hinduism ; and Sudras are the lowest caste ; 
•while Pariahs are still lower, i.e. Outcasts.

“ The giant Ganges rolls its mighty flood, 
By human worship stained with human blood,”

he bore witness to the cleansing efficacy of that 
“ precious blood, which flowed from Jesu’s veins,” 
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and told to all whom he met that “ Sinners plunged 
in that blest flood, lose all their guilty stains.”

One day he took his stand beside a hard rock 
having a smooth surface, and when a company had 
gathered before him to listen to the preaching, 
Gunga held up a piece of chalk and said, for all to 
hear, 4 Now, with this piece of chalk I am going 
to write down your sins.’ Noticing a Brahmin, 
standing in proud isolation on the outskirts of the 
crowd, lest a shadow of a Sudra or Pariah should 
fall upon and defile him, Gunga addressed him 
thus :

* Brahmin, tell me one of your sins and I 
will put it down/ The Brahmin, seizing his 
poita, or endless loop of cotton-cord, the badge of 
his caste, replied : 4 I am a holy Brahmin and 
came from the mouth of Bramah ; the holy 
Brahmin cannot sin, I never committed any/ 
Then Gunga made a plain stroke with his chalk, 
saying, as he did so : 4 I have put you down one 
for a lie/

He next turned to a Sudra and said : * Sudra, 
tell me one of your sins,’ and the Sudra answered, 
* When I pass the Holy Temple, I some
times neglect to make poojah (bowing in worship) 
before the Idol/ Then Gunga scratched the 
chalk with his thumb nail and let the powder 
fall on the rock with the appearance of a mark, 
saying, 4 I have written down the Sudra’s sin, but 
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let us see if it is a real one/ Then he blew with 
his mouth and scattered the chalk dust, saying : 
* That is not a sin at all.’

He then asked the Sudra if he had a brother, 
and if he was sometimes angry with him, and 
told him what the Lord Jesus says about that 
sin, and continued to name other sins of which 
all men’s consciences must accuse them, and 
made a chalk mark for every sin as he mentioned 
it, adding that God knows all these sins of 
which we are guilty, and thousands more that 
we have never thought about, of which likewise 
we are guilty.

Then turning once more to the Brahmin, he 
asked him : * Brahmin, how can all these sins 
be got rid of ? ’ And the Brahmin answered : 
* He that is bathed in the Ganges is cleansed 
from all his sins.’

He then appealed to the general company before 
him and asked if they knew the Crocodile and the 
Shark, and how they lived, to which question the 
people answered : ‘ The Crocodile and the Shark 
live on the dead bodies and other garbage which 
floats down the river/ Gunga then turned again 
to the Brahmin and asked : ‘ Brahmin, are the 
Crocodile and the Shark clean or unclean ? ’ 
And the Brahmin replied, ‘ The Crocodile and 
the Shark are unclean beasts/ ‘ Do you hear 
what he says/ asked Gunga. The Brahmin says 
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the Crocodile and the Shark are unclean, and 
they are always bathing in the Ganges. Now, 
in India, the washing of clothes is performed by 
men, and Gunga then said : 1 If you were to 
deliver a parcel of dirty clothes, locked up in a 
box to the washerman and asked him to wash 
them, but did not give him the key of the box, 
and the washerman dragged the box into the 
river and spent all day in scrubbing the box ; 
when he dragged it again on to the river bank, 
if you were to unlock the box, would the clothes 
be clean ? ’ To this the people answered : ‘No I 
they would be worse than they were at first.*

Then Gunga told them, ‘ So it is when a man 
bathes in the Ganges to get rid of his sins ; the 
Brahmin tells him he is cleansed, but the 
Brahmin is only a man, and the Bible tells us 
that “ Man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart.** And God, 
who knows all our sins, declares that only the 
blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, can cleanse us 
from our sins.’

INDIA
India’s sons and daughters many, 

Never hear the Saviour’s name ;
Who refusal gave not any, 

Unto Him whoever came ;
But they bathe in Ganges* waters, 

For their sins a cure to find, 
India’s erring sons and daughters, 

Blind in heart, and soul, and mind.
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Naught but Jesu’s blood can save them, 
Nothing else their guilt remove ;

He alone has died to have them
Seated on His throne above.

Still they bathe, &c., &c.
Daily render they to Shiva, 

Worship unto Jesus due ;
Children’s lives they give Ganesa, 

Pain themselves to please Vishnu.
And they bathe, &c., &c.

“ I’m the only way to heaven ”—
Jesus Christ, the Saviour, cries;

K Come and have your sins forgiven, 
“ I have died a sacrifice.”

Yet they bathe, &c., &c.
All to Jesus Christ are welcome, 

Many Hindus He has blessed ;
Spread His name whose is the kingdom, 

Who can give the weary rest.
So may India’s sons and daughters 

Trust no more in Ganges’ flood ;
Come and drink the living waters, 

Turn from idols unto God.
TJ.

“UNTIL HE FIND IT”
y^S a youth he had many things counted precious 

in this world. Possibly the fact that he was 
young, and in good health, with means provided 
for him to enter upon a business career, were more 
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valued then than the inestimable privilege of 
hearing his father’s clear and repeated testimony to 
the love of God as manifested in the gift of Jesus. 
If he was then conscious that he was as a poor 
sheep “ that was lost,” he gave but little heed to 
the voice of the seeking Shepherd, who was even 
then seeking the “ lost one.”

The voice of the “ stranger ” was to him more 
attractive. Alas! like too many others, he failed 
to realise that that seductive voice was the voice of 
his soul’s enemy.

He would have his fling! he would enjoy life 1 
What cared he for the love of Him Who had come 
in quest of the wanderer.

His desire was to live a merry life ; but as year 
followed year, pleasure could not stave off* 
disease. His shattered hopes; and the wasting 
effects of the sickness were apparent; yet even 
now he was not ready to hear the seeking 
Shepherd’s voice; and he did not wish to be 
visited by those who might have pointed him 
to the sinner’s Saviour.

His dear father was greatly distressed, and 
wrote asking me to come and see him—now far 
gone in consumption.

My own precious wife was herself, at the time, 
gradually sinking; but her heart yearned for his 
precious soul; and though expecting her own call 
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at any moment, she readily assented to my absence 
of some hours from her own bedside.

When we entered the house in which the sick 
man lay, his father said, ‘ Supposing he will not 
see you, Mr. J. ? ’

My reply was, * After coming all this way I trust 
the Lord will clear the way for me to see Him.’

His sister went up to enquire, and brought back 
word, ‘ He will see you Mr. J., but you must not 
stop long, nor let him say too much/

She led me upstairs into his room. At a glance 
I saw his condition was critical. He was labour
ing for breath. His hours on earth were numbered ; 
and he was without Christ, and had no hope.

Beloved reader, ,1s it not a mercy that you are 
not so near passing away as he then was ? Let 
me entreat you now and here to obey His call 
who says, “ Come unto Me—and I will give 
you rest.”

Three were present in that room, the dying 
man, myself, and though unseen, the seeking 
Shepherd—even now seeking the lost. I endeavoured 
to set forth the precious truths of the gospel and 
told him how the Lord had used the testimony to 
another, and had saved his soul—how, as the 
prophet had said, Jehovah had laid on Jesus the 
iniquity of us all; and that even now the Lord 
Jesus was ready, yea, waiting, to take possession 
of his heart.
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Then I said, ‘ Are you ready to receive the Lord 

Jesus ? ’
His feeble reply was, ‘ Are you telling me some

thing, or are you asking me a question ? ’
I said, ‘ I have been telling you what actually 

occurred; but now I am venturing to ask you the 
question, * Are you ready to receive the Lord 
Jesus ? *

He answered not; still labouring for breath.
‘ Are you ready to receive the Lord Jesus ? ’ 

* Are you ready to receive the Lord Jesus ? ' I 
asked this one question again and again, each time 
quietly waiting.

Presently he feebly said, ‘ Yes.’
4 May I go down on my knees and tell the Lord 

you are ready to receive Him ? ’
4 Yes.'
I prayed and said, * Lord, Thou hast heard what 

this dear sick one has said. He says he is ready 
to receive Thee. Lord Jesus, I pray Thee take 
possession of his heart.'

Again sitting, I told him that his reception of 
the Lord Jesus involved the purging of all his 
sins by the Saviour Himself—with His own 
precious blood.

His words were few, as he still laboured for 
breath ; but they were enough to assure us that 
he was now, thank God, “ born of water and 
Spirit.”
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He said * I have known for thirty years all you 
have now been telling me. * My father taught 
me.’

Yes, for thirty years, in unwearied love, the 
seeking Shepherd had gone after His lost sheep. 
Now He had found him; and there was joy in 
heaven. The sick one believed, but as yet had 
not joy and peace in believing.

After commending him to God, I said * The joy 
will come: it may come ten minutes after I am 
gone; it may come at midnight, but you will have 
the joy,'

Blessed be God ! the joy came. And his father’s 
letter informing me that he had gone peacefully in 
his sleep, also told how his son rejoiced with his 
father during the evening following my visit—the 
last he spent on earth—in the assurance that the 
seeking Shepherd had him on His shoulders 
rejoicing, and was taking him home.

A. J.

“ARE YOU REJOICING?”
J once said to a lady I met, “ Are you rejoicing 

in the Lord ? ”
“ No,” she said, 11 I cannot say I am.”

* “ Then,” I replied, “ you don’t believe the 
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ ? ”
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“ Oh, yes,” she said ; “ I believe all that is 

in the Bible.”
“ But,” I replied, “ is it not impossible you can 

believe the gospel and not rejoice ? ”
“ I do believe it all ; but—I have got no 

peace.”
“ What do you believe ? Do you believe that 

Christ died for sinners ? ”
“ Yes, I do.” <
“ Are you a sinner ? ” “ Oh, yes.”
“ You believe that Christ died for you.”
“ Yes.”
“ Did you ever thank him for that ? ”
“ Yes,” she said ; “ I always pray regularly.”
“ I did not ask whether you prayed ; I ask you 

whether you praise him ? ”
“ Perhaps not in the way you mean.”
“ Supposing I had given you a present ; would 

you have thanked me ? ”
“Yes, undoubtedly.”
“ Do you tell me you believe the Son of God 

has died for you, and as your Substitute took 
your place, died under your sentence, and yet 
you have never thanked Him ? You cannot 
believe it.”

“ Oh, sir, but we feel so sinful,” she replied, 
“ we cannot rejoice.”

I said, “ Has not God provided a remedy ? 
Is there not something that meets sin completely ?
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Did not God tell us that the effect of the precious 
blood is to remove every stain, and that the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all 
sin ? ”

“ Yes,” she said, “ that is true.”
“ Then, have you never thanked God for 

giving His Son’s life for you ? ”
“No, I cannot say I ever did in the way you 

mean.”
“ Well, then, if you never did it before, should 

you not do it now ?
After some little hesitation we knelt down 

there, and she began in a cold, stiff way to use 
a few measured phrases; and then, she suddenly 
stopped and said, “Oh, I see it ; I see it now ; 
He has died for me in my stead. He is indeed 
a Saviour—my Saviour! I can now thank Him ; 
I never knew it, I never realised it, or believed 
it before.” And as she thanked Him, her whole 
soul was filled with joy. (Extracted).
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TWO TESTIMONIES :

It was a cold January night and the soup kit-j 
chen was crowded. Jugs and cans of all descript 
tions were being quickly filled, and the hundred! 
odd applicants hurrying off with their welcome 
hot meal, when a message was brought to the
one superintending the serving out, which 
caused him suddenly to yield his post to another 
and hurry off. ‘ Mrs. L. of C— Place is dying.’

Dying ! And she had an immortal soul, that 
must live for ever somewhere! Dying! Was 
she ready ? No wonder that the claims of the 
soul overweighed those of the body, and he left 
his kind thought for the temporal needs of the 
poor around him to attend to one about to enter 
eternity.

Arrived at C— Place, what a sight of misery ! 
What a tale of sin ! The woman was, too -truly, 
passing away; but her husband had been out all 
day drinking, and nobody knew how ill she was 
till a fellow lodger, coming home at 7 in the 
evening had discovered it, and sent for help,—too 
late. After reading her a few verses of Scrip
ture, her visitor asked her if she thought herself 
dying ? Startled at the question, the poor woman 
answered, * Oh, I hope not.’

; Solemnly he replied, ‘ It is no use concealing 
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the truth. ... I don’t think you will see the 
jight of another day. Are you ready to stand in 
the presence of God ? ’

It was a searching question,—a terrible 
moment. She had not realised the near approach 
of death, and now with its icy grasp already on 
her, she faced that which comes after death,— 
the return of the spirit to the God who gave it. 
Was she ready ? Seriously she weighed it, and 
from the pallid lips came the firm answer :—

‘ Yes, I think so.’
1 But on what ground do you hope that ? ’
*1 believe/ she answered, 4 that Jesus died for

•me and bore my sins, and that God will receive 
me through Him/

Other pointed questions only elicited further 
statements of her unhesitating trust in the finished 
work of the Lord Jesus, so her visitor commended 
her in prayer to Him who has “ abolished death 
and brought life and incorruptibility to light by the 
gospel.”

And three-quarters of an hour afterwards she 
passed from her desolate room and the heartless 
cruelty of her drunken husband, to be “ at home 
with the Lord,”—surely “ far better 1 ”

1 Poor soul! She needed something to comfort 
her, and it is all very well for those in her cir
cumstances to believe it ; but you know that’s all 
exploded now! Nobody of education believes 
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that now/ Does some reader say so? or, if he 
does not express it, does he think so ?

Then let me show you a contrast,—or rather, 
the same trust, the same hope, under contrasted 
circumstances.

It is not yet two years since one of America’s 
multi-millionaires was engaged in making his 
will. He was no fool! One of the greatest 
financiers of his day, his name was honoured, his 
word ^carried weight on every Exchange on the 
face of the earth, and the document he was then 
executing related to an estate estimated at 
^20,000,000! But as he thought over the dis
posal of this vast amount, there rose before him 
that which must supervene before the testament 
could become valid, and DEATH stood before 
him. Was that the end of his existence ? And, 
methinks, words that are doubtless familiar to 
you,—the greatest problem ever set before financier 
of either old or new world—rang in his ears, 
“ What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul ? or what shall a 
man give in exchange forihis soul ? ” ^20,000,000 ? 
Nay ! To him his soul was of far more import
ance, and ere he mentioned one item of his vast 
fortune, Mr. Pierpoint Morgan calmly recorded the 
provision made for that—

* I commit my soul into the hands of my Saviour 
in full confidence that, having redeemed it and 
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washed it in His most precious blood, He will 
present it faultless before the throne of my Heavenly 
Father, and I entreat my children to maintain 
and defend at all hazard and at any cost of personal 
sacrifice the blessed doctrine of complete atone
ment for sin through the blood of Jesus Christ 
once offered, and through that alone.’

My reader, is this confidence YOURS ?
There is no other. For prince or peasant, for 

millionaire or pauper, the Lord Jesus Christ is 
THE ONLY SAVIOUR. His blood alone has 
made atonement for the soul. Death may be 
braved, but its terrors remain ; and after death the 
judgment,—the great white throne and the lake of 
fire throughout eternity for every one who is not 
covered by that blood, washed from every stain, 
and accepted in God’s Beloved. T.

“GOD IS FAITHFUL’’
What riches of mercy are revealed in the de

claration, “ God is faithful,” as shown in the fol
lowing two or three selected Scriptures.

“ God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto 
the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord ” 
(i Cor. i. 9).

“ Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will 
do it” (1 Thess, v. 24).
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“ The Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you 
and keep you from evil ” (2 Thess, iii. 3).

“ He abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself” 
(2 Tim. ii. 13).

" He is faithful that promised” (Heb. x. 23).
There is a circumstance narrated of the Caliph 

Omar, that great conqueror in Asia during the 
seventh century, which may strikingly remind us 
of the faithfulness of God, as presented in the last 
of the foregoing Scriptures, viz., His faithfulness 
to His promises.

In the course of his career of conquest, one of 
the satraps of the country which was at the time 
the scene of his warlike proceedings, was brought 
before him, accused of crimes of daring defiance 
of his authority. The captive’s name was Har- 
mosan, and, as he knelt before his judge, Omar 
called upon him to plead, if he was able, any 
reason why he should not pay for his contumacy 
with his life.

Harmosan began his reply by complaining that 
he was suffering intensely from thirst, and, at the 
bidding of Omar, a cup of water was put into 
his hand. Then Harmosan, raising the cup, said: 
1 May this water procure me my life.’ Upon this, 
Omar addressed him with these words: 4 Until 
thou hast drunk it, thy life is secure,’ and Harmosan 
dashed the cup upon the ground (cf. 2 Sam. xiv. 14); 
and although the warrior Caliph had not intended 
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his words to bear such a meaning, he acted 
according to it, and declared the sparing of the 
life of Harmosan.

In Matt. xiv. and Mark vi. we find a similar 
record of Herod that “ for his oath’s sake and for 
their sakes which sat with him,” contrary to his 
own earnest wishes, he commanded the head of 
John the Baptist to be brought and given to the 
daughter of Herodias.

Again, in the Book of the prophet Daniel, we 
read how Darius, against his own sincere desires, 
but for his promise sake, commanded that Daniel 
should be cast into the den of lions.

If such was the value in their own eyes of the 
words and oaths of Omar and Darius and Herod, 
made in much ignorance of what consequences 
they involved, what shall we say of the oath and 
promise of the omniscient God? In Hebrews 
vi. 13-20 we read, “For when God made promise 
to Abraham, because he could ^swear by no 
greater, he sware by himself, saying, ^Surely 
blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will 
multiply thee. And so, after he had patiently 
endured, he obtained the promise. For men 
verily swear by the greater: and an oath for con
firmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein 
God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the 
heirs of promise the immutability of his 
counsel, confirmed it by an oath ; that by two 
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immutable things, in which it was impossible for 
God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, 
who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the 
hope set before us,” etc. Thus does the Spirit of 
God bear witness to the unchangeable, eternal, 
and irrevocable promise of God. This is the bed
rock of His people’s faith and hope; it has been 
in all ages, and shall be to the end.

What a striking correspondence there is between 
the three Scriptures: Gen. iii. 15; 1 Jno. iii. 8. 
and Rom. viii. 37 ; wherein the twofold promise 
made in the first is displayed in its fulfilment in 
the second and third 1 The victory of the seed of 
the woman, the Lord Jesus, over Satan; and His 
people made likewise more than conquerors. Then 
in Rom. xvi. 20 we have the crowning assurance, 
“ The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your 
feet shortly,” followed immediately by the benedic
tion : “ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. Amen,” words which are repeated in 
verse 24 and in verse 27 with the ascription “ to 
God only wise be glory through Jesus Christ for 
ever.” What infinite grace is here displayed! 
God’s own glory and the blessing and triumph of 
His people indissolubly united. It is the remem
brance of His faithfulness that gives peculiar force 
to the exhortation, “ Be thou faithful,” as in 
Rev. ii. 10 : “ Be thou faithful unto death and I 
will give thee the crown of life.”
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“ Fight the fight, Christian, 

Jesus is o’er thee ;
Run the race, Christian, 

Heaven is before thee.
He who hath promised 

Faltereth never;
The love of eternity 

Flows on for ever.

Lift the eye, Christian, 
Just as it closeth ;

Raise the heart, Christian, 
Ere it reposeth;

Thee from the love of Christ
Nothing shall sever;

Mount when thy work is done;
Praise Him for ever.”

T.J.

WHAT YOU SAID TO US
TOOK HOLD OF HER ”

Mrs. F. was almost blind and very deaf, yet a 
true believer. Her well-meant actions were 
sometimes a little embarrassing, for if she hap
pened to catch the sound of one’s voice in the hos
pital ward, she seemed unable to rest satisfied, 
unless I came and sat close by her bedside and 
sung a hymn and read or spoke from some portion 
of Scripture. Naturally, I wished to treat all the 
patients alike; but the others seemed quite to 
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understand, and not to mind my occupying the 
particular chair close to her bed. There was one 
great advantage; if one spoke and sang loud 
enough for her to hear that was so deaf, all the 
rest could hear quite plainly; so we got on very 
well together.

One Sunday on entering my first ward to visit, 
I was told by the patients that Mrs. F. had passed 
away in another ward and gone home trium
phantly.

There were several Christians in this first ward. 
And as all seemed so happy at Mrs. F.’s joy in 
departing, I felt it might be of the Lord that 
I should that afternoon speak a word of comfort 
to those who already believed, by showing from 
God’s own word what it means to a believer to be 
called home.

We began by quoting from i Thess, iv. 14— 
“ Them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with Him,” dwelling principally upon the repose 
instantly enjoyed by one put to sleep by Jesus—a 
repose won by the Lord Jesus for the benefit of all 
who are His. All suffering and conflict over, all 
Satan’s power to harass for ever gone, God had 
given the victory; now there was nothing to dis
turb the rest the saint had entered. Were we not 
all careful not to disturb the natural slumbers of 
a little child ? How much less would any who 
realised that the Lord Jesus had put His loved one 
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to sleep, desire to wake that loved one, even if it 
were possible ?

Then we saw from Phil. i. 23 that one of the 
most devoted of the Lord’s servants, when weigh
ing all the privileges of devoted service here, could 
truly say “to me to live is Christ ” ; and as truly 
could add, 11 to die is gain.” Yes, u to depart and 
to be with Christ is far better ” than remaining 
here.

Finally, we came to consider 2 Cor. v. 8, how 
that absence from the body was, to the believer, 
instantaneous presence with the Lord.

Thus, there being no interval, the change was 
immediate ; 0 absent from the body” . . 11 present 
with the Lord.”

About five weeks after this address to the 
believers then present in the ward, I was sitting by 
the bedside of one of them, when she said, i That 
poor Catholic has gone.’

1 What poor Catholic ? ’
1 Why, that poor consumptive case across there.' 

I remembered her very well; she always seemed 
to me extremely shy, butj I had no idea she was 
a Catholic. Now I can understand her being so 
reserved, yet she always appeared to listen 
attentively.

1 She was taken for death only about half an 
hour before she died, at about four o’clock in the 
morning, and there was no time to send for a 
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priest. I said to her, 1 Pray for yourself/ and she 
did pray. Do you remember, about five weeks 
ago, how you spoke to us on that Sunday after 
Mrs. F. died? *

1 Oh, yes. I remember it very distinctly.’
4 Well, what you said to us that day took hold 

of her. The Lord blessed it to her soul.’
41 do feel thankful to hear of this/ I said. 

Looking back as I now write, I can trace the 
Lord’s leading in the emphasis then laid on the 
fact of the instant repose of those who sleep in 
Jesus, and the immediate entrance of the soul into 
the presence of the Lord—one’s thought had been 
of the believers present; but His eyes were upon 
that poor Catholic to whom He blessed His 
word.

This reminds me of a similar instance on a 
Lord’s Day morning, when, after the breaking of 
bread in remembrance of Him, a few words were 
spoken on John xii. 23; xiii. 31, 32; and xvii. 1, 
for the edification specially of the Christians then 
present. In the back seat of the room sat a 
stranger from the Alms Houses, brought in by a 
poor sister. On her return home she got her 
Bible and read these three passages of Scripture, 
and saiduto the sister who had taken her to the 
meeting, “ I wish I was a Christian.”

Thus, words specially meant for believers had 
caused her to express her longing for salvation.



GOSPEL GLEANINGS 61
Hearing of this next day, a call upon her was 

arranged for the next Wednesday evening. She 
appeared most desirous of salvation, and by His 
grace she was enabled to accept the truth as it is 
in Jesus.

The word preached may in all sincerity be 
intended by the speaker for a particular class of 
hearers, but the Lord verifies His own word— 
“ It shall accomplish that which I please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”

A. J.

“BUT HE IS GONE!”
. . But he is gone—having “ departed to be 

with Christ, which is far better ” than staying down 
here sighing and suffering.

And how came he to be with Christ ? It cer
tainly wasn't because he had led a religious life, 
and had gone to church or chapel regularly for 
years. It wasn’t for any love he had for things 
sacred, nor was it for a quiet and sober life. No 
indeed, it wasn’t for any of these things, it wasn’t 
for any “ works of righteousness that he had done,” 
that he is now in heaven.

How was it then that he met death so calmly, 
peacefully, joyfully—and sank, as if to sleep,
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when he knew that death stood by to close his 
eyes ?

Because—instead of vainly attempting to make 
himself better—he, through the tender mercy of 
God, had been led to believe on Jesus, the 
Christ, as the One who taketh away the sin of 
the world—“ suffered, the just for the unjust, to 
bring us to God”—and who freely offered to him, 
as he now offers to all, “redemption through His 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins." This the 
dear departed believed, and his “faith was counted 
to him for righteousness," and this faith in the 
Lord Jesus enabled him to face death fearlessly— 
aye, to greet death as a friend—for “ the sting of 
death is sin . . . but thanks be to God who 
GIVETH . . THE VICTORY THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 

our Lord.”

Thus they talked, as they stood together—

God's word declares that “the wages of sin is 
death,” that “ all have sinned ”—and therefore all 
must die, unless some one, without sin, and conse
quently not under the power of death, should die, 
and so take sin's wages, thus making a way of 
escape for all who would accept what he offers— 
Christ, the Sinless One, the Son of Gop— 
has died, “ who His own Self bare our sins in 
His own Body on the Tree” (i Pet. ii. 24).
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Now who will believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
be saved ?

Pray don’t throw this down, scornfully saying, 
“Oh, I hate this continued cant of Christianity, I 
don’t see that Christians are better than other 
people.” Perhaps not, but then “ what’s that to 
thee ? ” Certainly their misdeeds will not be laid to 
your charge, and ’tis equally certain that their faith 
won’t save you. If you are dissatisfied with their 
living, believe on the Lord Jesus (for your eternal 
life depends on this) and then shew to others in 
your own self what your idea of a Christian is. 
But don’t pass heedlessly by this word of warning, 
lest the denunciation be fulfilled on you— 
“ Because,” saith the Lord, “ I have called, and 
ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no 
man regarded ... I also will laugh «at your 
calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh.”

. . . Beware, therefore, lest that come upon 
you which is spoken of in the prophets :—il Behold, 
ye despisers and wonder, and perish ; for I work 
a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no 
wise believe, though a man declare it unto 
you.”

G.S-M.
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IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN!
“ Ye hUI not come to Me that ye might have life."— *John v. 40.

It might have been the music and the song;
It might have been His praise both loud and long: 
It was alas!—to listen to the Liar, 
And share his portion in the Lake of Fire.

“ It might have been ”—for He to save the lost 
Offered Himself a ransom at such cost,— 
The Man Christ Jesus; He Who loved our race, 
For ever the expression of God’s grace.

“ It might have been ” ; of man He asketh nought 
But to receive Him, Who such love has brought: 
He speaks forgiveness to the contrite one 
Himself the Saviour, God’s eternal Son.

But it may be ; why should you longer wait?
His living streams are suited to your state 
As dead in sins ; yea, and though all undone, 
This priceless gift God offers through His Son.

Then come to Him ; let Him not have to say 
“I never knew you,” in that awful day.
Call on His Name: all now who call He hears; 
Counts as His own ; for them in heaven appears.

“ It might have been,” then will you oft exclaim,
“ For me the Judgment throne and Endless flame;
“ Instead,—a Home with Him who died for me;
“ Mine His undying love, eternally.”

W.N.T.

F. E. BACK, 3 & 4, London House Yard, Paternoster Row E.C.
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A PAUPER’S KNOWLEDGE
How are you, my man ? ” kindly asked the 

Infirmary chaplain, as he approached the bed of an 
aged inmate.

“Oh, I am all right, thank you, sir,” came the 
cheery answer, accompanied by a beaming smile.

“But are you not on the ‘Dangerous ’ list ? ” re
plied the chaplain, surprised at the cheerfulness 
of the old man.

“ Oh, yes, sir ; and I know that the end is not 
very far off. But I know, too, that ‘ absent from 
the body ’ is to be * present with the Lord.’ I do 
thank God that He led me to T----- Street Mis
sion, and opened my eyes to see Jesus as my 
Saviour; and now I know it is well with my 
soul.”

“ It is very nice to hear you talk thus; very 
few people could say that,” responded the 
chaplain.

“No, sir, but they may ; for God is no respecter 
of persons, and is not willing that any should 
perish.”

Does my reader know as much as this old man ? 
or is he still among the many to whom the chap
lain referred ?

Three times did those words “ I know ” fall 
from his lips; not “ I hope,” not “ I think,” but 
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111 KNOW.” Know what ? Ah, solemn know
ledge that,—death is coming : “ the end is not far 
off/’ But he was not peculiar in that; you know 
it, too. You know that days, months, years are 
gliding by,—no sooner begun than gone ; you know 
that the end draws nearer, and how soon you may 
reach it, you do not know, but—it is near. How 
many, even of your own acquaintances who were 
well and strong when 1914 commenced its course, 
have finished theirs ? Yes, “ the end is not far 
off/’ “ for what is your life ? it is even a vapour 
that appeareth for a little while and then vanishes 
away.” But what then ? Is it “ the end ” ? The 
end of what ? Of your, existence ? Nay. You, 
a responsible, reasonable creature, made in the 
image of God, and into whose nostrils God has 
breathed the breath of life, you won’t u die like a 
dog.” And you know too, even if you won’t own 
it, in the depth of your soul you know you have 
to meet God. But is His presence the home of 
your soul, or are you still a stranger to Him,— 
and, because a stranger, an enemy ?

The old dying pauper could say, “ I know to be 
absent from the body is to be present with the 
Lord,” and the meaning of the word * present ’ in 
the verse he quoted is literally “ at home with the 
Lord.” Would you be at home ” with Him ? 
Our neighbours across the Channel, and many in 
other parts of the world, have no word to express 
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what “ home ” is; but what English heart doesnot 
know ? Home! The place where the affections 
centre,—the place of love, and comfort, and rest, 
—of freedom from restraint, of—nay, we need not 
enlarge. “ There is no place like home.” And is 
your home “ with the Lord ? ” With Him who 
is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and can
not look upon sin ? Dare you enter that presence, 
much less be “at home ” there ? Only those can 
be “at home with the Lord ” who have known 
Him on earth; only those who have laid every
thing,—themselves, their lives, their sins,—“ the 
whole truth,”—out before Him, and have heard 
from His lips the words “ Thy sins be forgiven ” ;
—those who have believed the record that God 
gave of His Son, and set to their seal that God is 
true;—those only who having received Christ 
have become children of God,—those only will or 
can be “at home ” there.

Again, dear reader, let me ask, do you know it ? 
Have you “ known and believed the love that God 
hath toward you! ” (i John iv. 16) ? If so, then 
indeed you can say, “ I know it is well with my 
soul.” As another, who after a long course of 
faith and faithfulness found himself glad to accept 
the shelter of another workhouse once said, “ I am 
well externa lly; I am well internally; I am well 
eternally.”

Externally? “We know that all things work 
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together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to His purpose ” 
(Romans viii. 28). Internally? “ We know that 
He abideth in us by the Spirit which He hath 
given us” (i John iii. 24). Eternally? “We 
know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
'house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens ” 
(2 Corinthians v. 1).

But if my reader is still without this knowledge, 
remember you may know it. God is not willing 
that any—that you—should perish ; He “so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life” (John iii. 16). “Ac
quaint now thyself- with Him and be at peace ; 
thereby good shall come to thee” (Job xxii. 21).

T.

THE THIRD DAY
In the words of the opening verses of 1 Cor. xv. 

the Apostle Paul, declaring the gospel which he 
had already preached to those whom he was 
addressing, twice uses the expression, “according 
to the Scriptures.” First, “ how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures,'* and 
secondly “ that He rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures” thus laying a like 
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emphasis on the fact of His resurrection on the 
third day as upon His dying for our sins. Let us 
consider a little the important teaching of this 
twofold declaration.

How forcibly is it presented in Rom. iv. where 
the doctrine of justification, presented in chap. iii. 
is continued, and the chapter (iv.) opens with the 
enquiry: “ What shall we say then that Abraham 
°ur father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found ? ” 
and the apostle continues the spiritual reasoning to 
the declaration that he tl was strong in faith, giving 
glory to God,” and concludes thus, “ Now it was 
not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed 
to him; but for us also, to whom it shall be im
puted, if we believe on Him that raised up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead; who was delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for our justi
fication ” (vers. 23-25). In John ii. in connection 
with the Lord’s own words about His rising again 
in “three days,” we read (ver. 22), “When there
fore he was risen from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this unto them ; and 
they believed the Scripture, and the word which 
Jesus had said.”

Of the numerous Old Testament scriptures 
which foreshadowed these things we may profitably 
consider two or three. It will be remembered 
that when Abraham (Gen. xxii.) was bidden to offer 
up his son Isaac upon one of the mountains which 



GOSPEL GLEANINGS 71
God would tell him of, he obeyed, “ accounting that 
God was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead; from whence also he received him in a 
figure” (Heb. xi. 19). This was done “ cn the 
third day ” (cf. Gen. xxii. 4). Again, in chap, xl., 
“ The third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday,” 
as Joseph had interpreted the dreams of the 
Butler and the Baker proved the truth of his in
terpretation, and the solemn fact concerning the 
Lord’s witnesses as St. Paul tells us: “We are 
unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that 
are saved, and in them that perish: to the one 
we are the savour of death unto death ; and to the 
other the savour of life unto life ” (2 Cor. ii. 15, 16). 
The three days are most strikingly brought out in the 
narrative of David’s pursuit of the Amalekites who 
bad smitten Ziklag and burned it with fire : Com
pare the whole narrative in 1 Sam. xxx. Note the 
“ three days ” in verse 13, and how that David re
covered all.

The following circumstances, narrated by the late 
Youhannah el Karey, illustrate, by what may be 
called * the unwritten law of the desert,’ the prin
ciples and teaching of the Scripture third day. 
This unwritten law may be thus explained.

The marauding sons of Ishmael, having secured 
booty from those who fall into their power, do not 
divide the spoil until the sun has set on the third 
day, lest any who are stronger than they should 
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take up the cause of their victims and retrieve the 
wrongs they have committed. Mr. el Karey used 
to narrate how that on one occasion, having crossed 
the Jordan into the Hauran, as guide to two 
English travellers, and been hospitably entertained 
by a friendly Sheikh, the little party took leave of 
their kind friends in the camp, and, before long, were 
pounced upon by some wild horsemen who 
speedily stripped the two travellers, leaving them 
only their horses on which to make their way to 
a place of safety. Having used every argument 
at his command by way of protest to the evil
doers, Mr. el Karey lent his coat to one, and 
trousers to his other companion, and so they re
turned to the tents from which they had set out.

On witnessing their approach, the Sheikh rent the 
hem of his garment and plucking hairs from his 
beard (two emphatic signs of distress), exclaimed, 
“ Alas ! Alas 1 These men who have eaten bread 
and salt” (cf. 2 Chron. xiii. 5) “ with me, have 
fallen into the hands of the enemy; saddle the 
mares.” He then added—naming one of the hos
tile tribes—“-----has done this.” The explana
tion of the expression, * Saddle the mares/ is that 
mares can endure the longest the stress of a forced 
march. Speedily the order was obeyed, and the 
armed company of his men rode away on their 
errand of retribution. Then the Sheikh furnished 
his guests with clothing and, seated upon his rugs, 
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they were soon regaled with the choicest of his pro
visions, and made, as far as possible, to forget 
their troubles.

Thus passed two whole days, but about the 
time of the sun setting for the third time they 
saw the tops of the lances, the horsemen and 
the mares reappearing from between the hills where 
they had so recently disappeared. Arrived before 
the tent, they thrust their spears through the 
bridles and, vaulting from their saddles, while the 
shafts of the spears, by which they had tethered 
the mares, were still quivering, withdrew from the 
bosom of their bernouses (cf. Ps. cxxix. 7) the gar
ments of which the travellers had been despoiled. 
These having been duly alotted, it was found that 
there did not lack from a thread to a shoe-latchet 
anything that had been taken away.

How wondrously is the significance of ‘ the 
third day * magnified in the preaching of Jesus 
and the resurrection (Acts xvii. 18) !

“ Go and search the tomb of Jesus, 
Where the Lord of glory lay ;

Jesus is not there, but risen, 
And has borne our sins away.

It is finished: 
Captive led captivity.

“ Could not all our sins retain Him, 
Prisoned in the guarded cave ?

These He blotted out in dying, 
By His cross He spoiled the grave.

He is risen:
Yes, the Lord is risen indeed.”

T.J.
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THREE IMPORTANT 
QUESTIONS

i.—“ Can st thou by searching find out 
God ? ”—Job. xi. 7. Such was the question put to 
Job by Zophar, the Naamathite; and Elihu, later 
on, takes up the strain, “ Behold, God is mighty, 
and despiseth not any; He is mighty in strength 
and wisdom—Behold God is great, and we know 
Him not, neither can the number of His years be 
searched out . . God thundereth marvellously 
with His voice; great things doeth He, which we 
cannot comprehend ” (chap, xxxvi.). Well may 
the finite listen to the voice of the Infinite, “ Be 
still, and know that I am God.” How unsearchable 
are His judgments and His ways past finding out 1 
Who by searching can find out God ? “ His
way is perfect,” whether in the sanctuary, or the 
sea.

" God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform,

He plants His footsteps on the sea, 
And rides upon the storm ;

Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never failing skill,

He treasures up His bright designs, 
And works His sovereign will.”

The inspired Evangelist writes, “ No man hath 
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seen God at any time, the Only Begotten Son, 
Who is in the bosom of the Father, He hath 
declared Him ”; and from the lips of Jesus Himself, 
the Incarnate Word, there falls the jnusic of the 
gospel on our listening ears, “ God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.”

(2).—“ Who can bring a clean thing out 
of an unclean ? ” ’Tis Job who asks this solemn 
question; and the same lips furnish the eternal 
answer; “Not one.” “We are all as an unclean 
thing; and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags ” (Isaiah Ixiv. 6). “ Can the Ethiopian
change his skin or the leopard his spots?” Our 
Lord said to Nicodemus, “ That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh,” and “Ye must be born again.” 
Truly, “ All have sinned, and do come short of the 
glory of God.” Is there then no way of escape 
for Adam’s fallen race ? Yes, there is, for Jesus 
Himself proclaims the glorious tidings of salvation. 
“ As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.”

The Cross of Christ stands at “ the parting 
of the ways." There only, can guilty sinners 
find shelter from coming judgment ; for there 



76 GOSPEL GLEANINGS

His precious blood was shed, which made 
atonement for sins, and makes the believer 
“ meet for the inheritance of the saints in light.” 
Redeemed, sanctified, justified, and made nigh to 
God by that blood, is the sweet, and holy result to 
every believer in Jesus ; and eternal life, pardon, 
peace, and righteousness divine, become the present, 
and everlasting possession of all those who have, 
through faith, discovered their own utter ruin, and 
God’s exceeding grace in the Cross where Jesus 
“ was made sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.” See to it then, 
dear reader, that you personally trust that blood 
now ere Mercy’s door closes; or the speedy return 
of Christ finds you still in your sins, and you are 
left behind for death and Judgment.

(3)—“ If thou canst do anything ?
If thou canst believe ? ” Marvellous was 
that scene on the mount of Transfiguration, 
when the glories of the Christ of God suddenly 
burst upon the astonished gaze of Peter, James, 
and John; and the Father’s voice, from the 
excellent glory, proclaimed the precious truth, 
“ This is my beloved Son ; hear Him.” What a 
wonderful moment it was when even Elias and 
Moses, who had been talking with Him, passed 
from the disciples’ vision; and the favoured three 
were found “ alone with Jesus,” and were let into 
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the divine secret of the necessity for the death, and 
rising again, of the Son of man.

But what a solemn contrast is presented between 
that heavenly vision, and what is taking place at 
the foot of the mountain! Will you please open 
your Bible and read attentively verses 14-27 of the 
ninth of Mark ?

Let us ponder for a moment over this strangely 
solemn scene 1 The lack of power on the part of 
Christ’s disciples; the father’s anguish, as he 
beheld his child’s pitiful condition, in the grip of that 
awful demon ; and the rage of Satan, whojhad 
brought that child to so helpless a state that be 
could neither hear, nor speak, now tearing him, and 
doing all he could^o destroy the child’s life, either 
by fire, or water< Added to all this, was that broken
hearted father’s unbelief, which found expression in 
the piteous cry “ If Thou canst do anything,1 have 
compassion on us, and help us.”

Alas 1 how little did he know of the power 
of God, or the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! The “if” of unbelief was, however, 
immediately exposed and challenged, by the 
quiet dignity of the Saviour’s answering words, 
“If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him 
that believethy Faith is the touch-stone of blessing 
that dispels the helplessness of man by the power 
of God. And straightway the father of the child 
cried out, “Lord, I believe; help thou mine un
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belief/’ When Jesus saw that the people came 
running together, He rebuked the foul spirit, say
ing unto him, “ Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I 
charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more 
into him.” And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, 
and came out of him ; and he was as one dead, 
insomuch that many said, “ He is dead.”

Let us not think lightly of Satan’s vindictive 
malice, as here shewn. He does not willingly 
relinquish his awful grip of those whom he has led 
captive : but he is no match for the Son of God, as 
this touching story sweetly proves. Thank God, it 
was the same Jesus, who brought deliverance that 
day to Satan’s wounded victim, Who, not long 
after, at Calvary’s cross, annulled, through His 
own death, the one who had the power of death, 
that is the devil, and thus He delivers them who, 
through fear of death, were all their lifetime sub
ject to bondage. But divine love, that day, not 
only set the captive free from Satanic power ; but 
imparted, as it were, a new life, for “Jesus took 
him by the hand and lifted him, up, and he arose.” 
And when He was come into the house, His 
disciples asked Him privately, u Why could not we 
cast him out ” ? And He said unto them, “ This 
kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and 
fasting.” “ Without faith it is impossible to please 
God.” Reader, * If thou canst believe’ in Jesus 
now, He will save thee now. S.T.
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“AS FOR GOD, HIS WAY IS PERFECT” 

(Psalm xviii. 30)
“ As for God, His way is perfect,” 

So the Scripture doth declare;
Who this truth shall dare to question ? 

What can with God’s way compare ?
“ First and Last ” His way is perfect, 

Who shall all His worth proclaim ?
Heaven and earth alike unfolding, 

aMI His wisdom, love and fame.
“ As for God, His way is perfect,” 

Lo I He spake, and it was done;
Light and darkness, land and ocean, 

Star-lit heavens, moon and sun, 
Clouds and air, and trees and islands, 

Roaring torrent, quiet dell,
Mountains, valleys, grass and flowers, 

Prove “ He doeth all things well.”
Flashing comets, tiny insects, 

Birds and fishes, grains of sand, 
Beasts and reptiles, lightnings, snowflakes, 

All exist by His command.
Icy poles, or torrid deserts, 

Rolling mists, or summer skies,
Prove alike “ God’s way is perfect ”; 

Filling us with glad surprise.
Ah 1 my soul, thou’rt lost in wonder, 

While Creation sings God’s praise, 
And declares, in one sweet chorus, 

“ Perfect ” are Jehovah’s ways.
Yes, Faith knows u God’s way is perfect,” 

Both in providence and grace;
Of whom, thinkjye, sought He counsel, 

When He formed the Adam race ?
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Who can thwart His gracious purpose ? 
Who, by searching, find Him out ?

Spite of Satan’s rage and cunning, 
God knows best what He’s about. 

As we sing, “ God’s way is perfect,” 
Faith looks backward to the Cross ;

There beholds a spotless Victim 
Bearing judgment, shame and loss I

There, for sin, the Just One suffer’d, 
Died for sinners, shed His blood ;

“ Truth and Mercy met together,” 
Righteously to bring to God ;

Victory won, and peace accomplish’d, 
Faith looks upward to the Throne ;

Joyful, sees the Man Christ Jesus, 
Raised by God; His work well done.

Suffering past—and God well pleased— 
In the Glory’s brightest lays,

See the Conqueror, crown’d and seated— 
Object of Heaven’s ceaseless praise!

Glad we own, “ God’s way is perfect; ” 
For our God makes no mistakes, 

Counsel, plan and purpose proving, 
Well He knows the way He takes.

Yes, O God ! Thy way is perfect.
This we’re learning every day ;

Both in little and in great things, 
Thou art teaching men Thy way ;

And, ere long, when home in glory, 
Blood-bought ones shall sing this song, 

u As for God, His way is perfect” ;
We to Jesus Christ belong.

S.T.

F. E. RACE, 3 & 4, London House Yard, Paternoster Row, E.C.
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“CHRIST IS THE WAY TO 
HEAVEN.”

I. J. lived in a village of exceptional beauty, and 
very rich in historical associations, to which many 
visitors came from all parts. Many would enquire 
of him the way to one of the many points of 
interest, and having respectfully answered their 
questions, he would quietly add, “ Christ is the way 
to heaven.”

His was an influence for good among the 
residents. One gentleman’s son had got entirely 
beyond his father’s control, yet under I. J.’s sober 
and good counsel he became docile, and amenable 
to reason.

When I was a boy in his Sunday School class, 
I saw a great deal of him. A cheery word and a 
pleasant smile, when we met, his scholars knew 
how to appreciate—and after School had been 
opened by singing and prayer, his first action after 
we had reached our own Class Room would be to 
desire us all to kneel down, while he prayed 
fervently for a blessing on the lesson for the day. 
I loved him, and used to wonder at his knowledge 
of the Word of God ; he seemed to know just where 
to find any passage bearing on the subject in hand.

To this day I remember how he was moved 
almost to tears when a boy in the class lightly 
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asked him a question tending to ribaldry. Before 
going on with the lesson he implored us all never 
to jest about the things of God.

My boy friend, who was with me in his class, 
died as the result of internal strain. I. J. had not 
prayed or laboured in vain. My boy friend passed 
away triumphantly, saying,

“ Oh, how happy we shall be !
For our Saviour we shall see 
Exalted on His throne.”

I had left his class several years when the Lord 
found me, and great was his joy that another of his 
old boys had received God’s gift.

Once he had been the teacher, and I the scholar; 
now we were also brethren in Christ, and as he 
had opportunity he sought to help me on in my 
Christian course.

A few years passed, very eventful to each of us. 
A serious malady, tending to depression of spirits, 
had fastened upon him. Now it was my happy 
opportunity to minister to my old Sunday School 
teacher in my little way the consolation there is in 
Christ. And it seemed to give him pleasure that 
one who had been a boy in his own class, should 
now seek to comfort him in his illness.

My sister told me the Doctor had said that 
I. J. would not lay by long ; that once he took to 
his bed he would soon be gone. And now he was 
laid aside.
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Being minded to visit him, I found him 
somewhat depressed. He said he had just been 
reading John xi. We both turned to it, and 
considered its contents together. Coming to 
the Lord’s own words, “ I am the Resurrection 
and the Life,” I realised a fulness and depth of 
meaning in these words I had never before ex
perienced. Exultingly I spake of Him as the 
pledge to us of a glorious resurrection, and Himself 
the living embodiment of the power by which the 
dead shall be raised. Of Him—“ the Life”—His 
people can triumphantly say, “ When Christ, Who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear 
with Him in glory.” Come what changes may, 
His own are secure, “ for our life is hid with 
Christ in God.”

My friend’s depression soon went and he entered 
into the spirit of the words, u Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”

Within a week of our interview, the Lord had 
called His aged servant home, with a suddenness 
that took all his friends who lived in the locality by 
surprise. He now realized the truth of his own 
words—11 Christ is the way to heaven.”

And now, dear reader, let me ask you, “ Do you 
know the Lord Jesus Christ for yourself, as the 
Way ? ” He said when here on earth, 141 am the 
way, the truth, and the life ! no man cometh unto 
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the Father but by Me ” (John xiv. 6). You can 
never get to heaven except as you are brought to 
the Father here, and you can only come to Him 
through the Lord Jesus Christ; and ‘‘him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out,” are His 
own words spoken for your encouragement. Will 
you not then come ? and will you not come now 
before you put aside this paper ? He will receive 
and welcome you, and fill your heart with peace 
and joy. “ I am the Door; by Me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and 
out, and find pasture.” Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.

A. J.

“INSIDE JOHN iii. 16.”
4 J have accepted Mrf s doctrine ; and if 

what he says is true, it does not matter how
I live. It will all come right in the end, and I 
shall therefore do as I like.’

The speaker,—an army pensioner,—had for many 
years been a respectable, religious, man, regularly 
attending Mission services on the Lord's day, and 
apparently a Christian. Latterly a change had 
come over him ; his seat at the Mission Hall was 
empty, and he was frequently the worse for drink, 
becoming actually abusive when remonstrated 
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with, until at last he cut all links with his former 
Christian friends by the remarks given above.

And what was “ Mr. -----’s doctrine,” which 
had made such a difference, and changed the once 
respectable and respected man into an abusive 
sot? One which alas I has found many more 
receivers since the words above quoted were 
uttered;—one which is now being preached from 
many a so-called Christian pulpit all over the 
world,—the doctrine known as “ Conditional Im
mortality,” which denies the eternal existence 
and therefore the everlasting punishment of the 
lost—of those who refuse the gospel, and so die 
unsaved. It was first preached in the Garden of 
Eden, by the “ father of lies,” when he gave the 
lie direct to the God who made him, and told the 
duped woman before him “Ye shall not surely 
die ” (Genesis ii. 17; iii. 4). The effect on her, and 
the effect on the army pensioner, six millenniums 
after, was the same ; both decided to “do as they 
liked.” Eve “ saw that the tree was good for 
food, and pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise,” and if the penalty 
attached to eating it was but an empty threat, why 
should she not enjoy it ? She took it, and she 
found to her cost that God’s pronouncement was 
true, and the serpent a liar from the beginning. 
And he, of whom I write—why should he put 
restraint on his lusts and appetites, if the “ eternal 
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judgment ” of which the Word of God speaks 
(Hebrews vi. 2) was all a myth too ? It was easy to 
" accept Mr. -------- ’s doctrine,” and give the lie to 
the Son of God, who distinctly spoke of a “ place of 
torment ” (Luke xvi.); as well as of a “ paradise ” 
(Luke xxiii.) for disembodied spirits of the just— 
Who also warned of a “ hell” for both soul and 
body (Matthew x. 28). We need not pursue the 
line of argument by which “ Mr.--------’s doctrine ” 
was found to contravene the plain and oft repeated 
statements of the Word of God that there is a 
“ judgment to come ”—that this judgment is 

eternal.” Did not the false doctrine give license 
to sin F—there was its chief attraction ; and so, 
lulled by it, as by an opiate, the ex-soldier went on 
with his drink and his shame, turning a deaf ear to 
every entreaty.

Months passed, and then came illness. Oh, the 
long suffering of God, and His forbearance ! Lying 
on a bed of suffering, with death staring him in the 
face, the fact that he was about to stand in the 
presence of the God Whom he had defied forced 
itself on his attention. He could no longer “ do as 
he liked ” ; and the Holy Spirit of God convinced 
him of sin, and led him to see he was “ all wrong ” 
at the end, instead of “ all right.” He was 
perishing. Yes, like another who had “ done as he 
liked,” he exclaimed, “ I perish with hunger ”; 
but like him, too, he turned to the only place 
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where “ bread enough and to spare ” was to 
be had for nothing. “ There is forgiveness with 
Thee that Thou mayest be feared ” ; and the old 
soldier turned on his sick bed to the God he had 
despised, confessed his sins, and found forgiveness. 
He was well instructed in the Word of God : the 
truths he had often heard, before he wilfully closed 
his ears to them, came back with power, and now 
he was led to see that Another had stood in his 
place, and borne the punishment due to him,—and 
that Other, “ the Great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.”—an Infinite Substitute to satisfy the 
requirements of infinite holiness.

“What now was his desire? To see “Mr. 
-------- ” ? No; he turned from the blind leader of 
the blind with horror. He sent for the one to 
whom he had made his wilful declaration months 
before. Shocked at the sad physical condition 
in which he found him, and remembering their 
last conversation, his visitor soon turned to eternal 
realities, and enquired what he was resting in, as 
he told him he had no fear.

“I am inside the 16th verse of John iii.,” he 
replied.

Afraid lest, after all, this might not be a real 
confession of living faith in the living God, his 
visitor sought to probe his conscience, and at length 
asked him about the doctrine he had formerly 
professed. Solemn indeed was his confession that 
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it was all an excuse to cover his backsliding from 
God! but now his horror of it, as he viewed it in 
the light of eternity 1

A few days after, the same visitor called again, 
and reading Psalm xxiii. to him referred to the 
triumphant question in i Corinthians xv., (t O 
death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory? The sting of death is sin and ”--------

Suddenly the dying man exclaimed the “ sting is 
gone ! Yes, I see I How is it that I never noticed 
that before ? My sins were laid on Jesus, therefore 
the sting is gone ! Oh, what a blessing ! Thank 
God ! Thank God I There is nothing to fear. 
Dear friend, it is true what you say, there is light 
in the valley I”

Later in the day the visitor called again, accom
panied by another Christian, who also asked 
the dying man as to his hope. Looking at his 
old friend he triumphantly replied, “The sting 
is gone, thanks be to God.” Yes, he was inside 
John iii. 16. T.

The Son of Man came ... to give His 
life a Ransom for many.

God “looketh upon men, and if any say, I 
have sinned, and perverted that which was right, 
and it profited me not; He will deliver his soul 
from going into the pit, and his life shall see the 
light.” “ I HAVE FOUND A RANSOM.”
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ACQUAINT NOW THYSELF 
WITH GOD

Such was the advice of Eliphaz to Job 
“ Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace; 
thereby good shall come unto thee” (Job xxii. 2i) 
words true in themselves, but not rightly applied 
by him to Job, who was one who had the fear of 
God before his eyes. He “feared God and 
eschewed evil.”

In his answer to Bildad, Job had already de
clared, “ I know that my Redeemer liveth,” and he 
further confesses his anticipation that he shall in 
his flesh see God, although corruption shall have 
done its work as to the body in which he then 
spoke. And he was right. Of all the books of the 
Bible, perhaps the most ancient is this very book 
of Job. Nevertheless, we find this prophetic 
utterance of the then sufferer in perfect agreement 
with the very latest book—“ The Revelation,” 
which completes the canon of Holy Scripture.

From the fuller light of the gospel, we can say 
that none but the righteous will stand in changed 
bodies before their Redeemer when He stands 
upon the earth. The wicked dead shall indeed 
stand before the great white throne to receive 
eternal judgment from Him before whose face the 
earth and the heaven had fled away.
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But let us weigh the words at the heading of this 

paper for our own special consideration and 
profit.

ACQUAINT THYSELF

with God. Acquaint thyself. This is indeed the 
personal duty of everyone. The wicked have not 
the knowledge of God. They are alienated in heart 
and ways from the life of God through the ignor
ance that is in them. They neither know them
selves nor God. What have you in common with 
the ways and purposes of God ? Are you not 
walking in your own ways ? Are you not follow
ing your own will ? There is a way that seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death. Twice are we told these words in the 
book of Proverbs (xiv. 12 ; xvi. 25). They are the 
words of the wise man, and “a wise man will 
hear.”

Oh, do stop and think, before it is too late. The 
way of peace is unknown to you. Will you not 
turn and seek the knowledge of God, of His ways ? 
“Acquaint thyself then with Him.” God com- 
mendeth His love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Have we 
not all wandered far from God ? Have we not in 
heart said, “Depart from us; for we desire not 
the knowledge of Thy ways ” ? Nevertheless, 
His way is perfect. And Wisdom’s “ ways are 
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ways of pleasantness and all her paths are peace.” 
“ Happy is the man that findeth wisdom.” And 
how may you find this wisdom ? By knowing 
God. Secure the knowledge of Him. To “ know 
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
Thou hast sent, is eternal life.” Hear His words, 
learn then His ways, acquaint now thyself

WITH HIM

Yes, get acquainted with Him. The knowledge 
of God is the beginning of wisdom. You may 
have the knowledge of all other things, but if you 
know not Him, you are dark indeed. To know 
God, is to know His love, His holiness, His grace, 
His righteousness ; and to know Him is to know 
also oneself. Nothing is right without the know
ledge of God. Without Him all else is vain. But 
“ canst thou by searching find out God ? ” 
said Zophar. Yet what man is unable to effect, 
God Himself can give ; and this He has done. 
He has revealed His ways, His compassion, His 
justice, His wisdom, His mercy, His truth, in 
Jesus Christ, the Only begotten of the Father. 
The blessed Saviour has appeared. He came in 
the fulness of grace and truth, the Sent One of 
the Father, to give us an understanding “ that we 
may know Him that is True.”

What a revelation is here indeed. As I look on 
Jesus as He walked on this earth, as I contem
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plate His acts, as I listen to His words, I see, I 
hear God 1 God, no longer dwelling in the thick 
darkness, but tabernacling amongst us, revealing 
Himself in wondrous grace to sinful man. Has 
He not shown Himself rich in mercy, great in His 
love, mighty in salvation ? Truly He is a Saviour 
God. He is 44 not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance.”

AND BE AT PEACE

Is not this what you want ? Who can 44 minister 
to a mind diseased ” ? What a boon is peace of 
mind in ordinary things ! But when the conscience 
is roused, and we reflect that we have everyone 
to give account to God I Oh, the anguish of the 
soul under the burden of all its sins ! How is it 
possible to get rid of all my sins ? Man’s efforts 
are vain. God’s mercy alone will not suffice, for 
mercy must not be by the sacrifice of holiness. 
And God is holy, or He would not be God. He 
is light. And light is what makes manifest. 
44 All things are naked and opened unto the eyes 
of Him with whom we have to do ? ” We can
not deceive God. We have all come short of His 
glory.

What then is to be done ? God Himself has 
found a ransom. He so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son that whosoever be
lieveth in Him should not perish,but have everlasting
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life. And “ being justified by faith ” on Him 
Who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, Who 
was delivered for our offences, and was raised 
again for our justification, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Yes, He was delivered up for our offences. 
He, the Just One, suffered for sins—for us unjust, 
and now God is righteous in forgiving the sins 
of all who believe, because of what Christ suffered, 
when bearing divine wrath, the holy judgment of 
what God is too holy to look upon—sin. Faith 
rests all on what Jesus has suffered, and on God’s 
testimony to that work of redemption thus ac
complished. If we receive the witness (or testimony) 
of man, the testimony of God is greater. If you 
would hesitate to doubt the testimony of one here 
whom you had reason to believe was truthful, dare 
you hold back from resting your confidence in Him 
Who cannot Ue ? Don’t trust your feelings—are 
they not changeable ? Don’t trust your doings 
or efforts—have they not disappointed you ? 
Do you say, what then can I trust ? Trust God. 
Believe God. Rest on His Word. Believe Him 
because it is He who says it. Let everything else 
go. This is faith.

Believe. Then will you be at peace.
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THE SONG OF THE HOLY PRIESTS

Gladly, Lord, we gather round Thee, 
On this resurrection morn ;

*Tis Thy Spirit Who hath called us, 
We are Thine, as Spirit born;

Kings and priests to God our Father, 
Chant we now our sweetest lays;

•Tis the fragrance of Thy presence 
Calls for ceaseless songs of praise.

Thou art in our midst, Lord Jesus, 
Thou Thyself, God’s Holy One;

And, as holy priests, we praise Thee, 
For the triumphs Thou hast won;

Prince of Life, and King of Glory, 
At Thy pierced feet we bow;

Honour, power, and worship giving
To our risen Captain now.

Well indeed may we remember 
All the sorrows of Thy Cross;

In the light of all Thy suffering, 
Count we now the world but dross;

Thou hast saved our souls, Lord Jesus, 
Won our hearts for evermore ;

And, upon Thy beauty gazing, 
We Thy holy Name adore.

Jesus, Saviour, Lord and Master,
Take we from Thy wounded hand, 

Bread and Wine, (O precious tokens I), 
We are here at Thy command ;
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Glad to do thy holy bidding,
Thus announcing, Lord, Thy death, 

And Thy precious blood’s outpouring, 
When Thou hadst resign’d Thy breath.

Look we backward to atonement 
At Thy cross for ever made ;

Look we onward to the glory, 
And the joys which never fade ;

Lord betwixt Thy cross and glory, 
Thou hast spread this Feast divine ;

One with Thee, our living Saviour, 
We are now for ever Thine.

Lord, as thus we think together, 
Of Thy patience, love, and grace, 

Thou, the Lord of glory, taking
E’en for us, the lowest place;

May Thy love’s unchanging sweetness 
Richly fill our ransom’d souls, 

Proving thus, in deep communion,
*Tis Thy word our lives controls !

Yet, Lord, e’en these wondrous blessings 
Do not consummate our joy ;

But the thought that Thou art coming, 
Sacred bliss, without alloy:—

Then we’ll gaze upon Thy wound-prints, 
Then we’ll hear Thy welcome voice, 

With Thee, Lord ; yea like Thee, ever, 
Makes e’en now, our hearts rejoice.

S.T.

F. E. RACE, 3&4, London House Yard, Paternoster Row, E.C.
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44 HE IS MY ALL IN ALL”
At the close of the gospel preaching on May 31st, 

1914, the following words were sung :—
“ All my iniquities on Him were laid, 

All my indebtedness by Him was paid : 
All who believe on Him, the Lord hath said 

Have everlasting life.”

and though all present had heartily, joined in them, 
one voice rose above the rest with such marked 
earnestness that a friend remarked to the writer 
afterwards, “ How Mr. P. seemed to enjoy that 
last hymn ! Did you notice how he sang it ? "

Yes, but little did either of us think that it was 
the last time we should hear that voice until its 
tones join in the new song of heaven; yet so it 
proved.

Only a few days passed, and on Friday, June 5th, 
he was engaged at his daily toil as a painter. 
Passing from one part of the building to another, 
with one hand on the ladder, he laid hold of pro
jecting ironwork with the other; the treacherous 
iron gave way, the ladder swerved, and he was 
violently thrown to the pavement below, to pass 
away that same night, after a few hours’ un
conscious suffering, into the presence of the One on- 
Whom he believed.
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Good, upright, moral, respected by his employers, 

a loving husband, and a tender father,—all this he 
was; but this was not his passport to eternal 
glory,—nor did all this make him the possessor of 
everlasting life. Nay, his conduct was the result 
of the life he possessed. Years before he had found 
out that all his righteousnesses were as filthy rags, 
and he had come as a lost sinner to God’s one 
appointed Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, to find 
the blessed experience of him “ whose transgression 
is forgiven, whose sin is covered,”—the man “ unto 
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in 
whose spirit there is no guile.”

And those who knew him had marked a steady 
growth in grace ; that new life, eternal life, showing 
itself in increasing love for the word of God and the 
people of God; so that whenever possible, even 
after a hard day’s toil, he was to be found with 
them digging into the treasures of that in
exhaustible mine. And not only was he thus 
learning more of the mind of God as revealed in 
His word ; he was proving in daily experience 
what it was to cast all his care on Him “ for He 
careth.”

There had been a day, and, perhaps, more than 
one, when lack of employment had caused an 
empty pocket and an empty cupboard ; and hungry 
little mouths were about to come home from school 
and there was nothing to give them ; then had he 
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known what it was, with his beloved wife, to “ shut 
the door and pray to his Father which is in secret; ” 
and He Who has said *1 Before they call I will 
answer, and while they are yet speaking I will hear,” 
had interrupted their petitions by the supply of the 
need.

Only a few months ago, and sudden sharp illness 
had laid him aside; and when reference was made 
to his Lord’s loving care and perfect wisdom the 
words that head this paper had fallen from his 
lips, “ He is my All in all/’

My reader, is He All to you ? All your hope as 
a sinner; All your trust ? Or, are you trusting 
something of your own beside,—your own good 
deeds, prayers, almsgiving ?

And is He “ All ” to you who are washed and 
forgiven, possessors of eternal life through His 
name ? Is He " All ” as an object to live for ? 
“ All ” as an arm to lean on ? He will be all in 
the glory 1 He is the only Way to the Father, the 
only Entrance there ; He is the only Object there 
of ceaseless adoration and worship ; He is the only 
Subject there of every song 1

He will be " All,” or nothing. Which shall it 
be to you ? T.
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THE PREY OF THE MIGHTY
How wonderful are the words of Isa. xlix. 24, 25, 

in which the Lord announces His purpose to de
liver His people: “ Shall the prey be taken from 
the mighty, or the lawful captive delivered ? But 
thus saith the Lord, even the captives of the 
mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the 
terrible shall be delivered : for I will contend with 
him that contendeth with thee, and will save thy 
children.”

A Scripture illustration of this glorious promise 
is found in the words of David to Saul in 
1 Sam. xviii. 34, 35: “ Thy servant kept his 
father’s sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, 
and took a lamb out of the flock ; and I went after 
him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his 
mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught 
him by his beard, and smote him and slew him.” 
The words in Isa. xlix. are also strikingly brought 
to mind by the events of A.D. 1868, when the 
prisoners of King Theodore were rescued from 
his cruelty by the army commanded by Sir Robert 
Napier. Let us consider a few of the incidents in 
this history which afford us an example of the con
dition of the prey of the mighty, and also their 
deliverance from his power.



102 GOSPEL GLEANINGS

Amongst the prisoners of King Theodore none is 
better known by name than the missionary, Dr. 
Henry A. Stern, to whose account of his sufferings 
during the four and a half years of his captivity I 
once had the privilege of listening. One day, in 
the presence of his warriors, the king endeavoured 
to obtain witness to justify his wreaking vengeance 
on his own priest, who had incurred his displeasure, 
and he appealed to Mr. Stern to give such testi
mony. But as Mr. Stern’s conscience would not 
permit him to do so, the king ordered him to 
undergo the punishment of the rope, by which, as 
the rope was wound round his body by the hands 
of the lusty executioners, the missionary endured 
most painful torture. Indeed I well remember 
how the recollection of it seemed almost to cause 
him to stop the narration, as he told us that to 
increase the punishment, the coils of rope were 
still further tightened and made to cut into his flesh 
by water being poured upon them. Amongst the 
other European prisoners were some Italian 
artisans who were employed in the king’s arsenal 
along with other various nationalities. The Queen 
of England having despatched Consul Cameron on 
a special embassy to effect the release of the cap
tives, and his messages failing fully to appease the 
wrath of the king, Theodore committed the further 
offence of committing the Consul also to prison. 
Then was the climax reached which determined the
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Queen and her counsellors to despatch the Expedi
tion and take by force from King Theodore that 
which he refused to surrender by treaty. During 
his imprisonment Consul Cameron composed some 
beautiful and touching verses, from which I copy 
the concluding four lines:—

“ The bird and the bee they may wander still free, 
And fill a’ the soft air wi* sweet melodie ;

But we wha are wingless, in chains we maun grieve, 
And sigh for our ain land fra* mornin till eve.*'

The little army, under the command of Sir 
Robert Napier, consisted of ten thousand British 
and Indian troops. A principal difficulty which 
had to be overcome was the obtaining of water in 
a long stretch of waterless country, but Sir R. 
Napier, who was a distinguished Engineer officer 
and had served with Havelock at Lucknow, etc., 
devised the tube wells with which the need was 
met. When within two or three days’ march of 
the king’s stronghold Magdala, the British general 
received a request by messenger from Theodore to 
halt the troops and hold a parley, but he answered 
that there would be neither halt nor parley until 
every prisoner had been released. The king sent 
his well-mounted cavalry to dispute the further 
advance of the head of the British Column, but by 
the well-controlled fire of their enemy these proud 
horsemen were driven back decimated and defeated 
without having killed one of the British force. In 
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the end the king ordered the shackles to be cut off 
the legs of those of his prisoners who were in 
irons, and bade them to leave him. Wisdom was 
given them to do so with seeming reluctance, be
lieving, no doubt rightly, that a display of haste on 
their part might provoke the fickle mind of the king 
to pursue them, as Pharaoh did the children of 
Israel. When the distance appeared to be sufficient 
and the shades of night came on, they increased 
the speed of their march, and were soon received 
in the British camp, as safe as ten thousand British 
bayonets could keep them. King Theodore then 
committed the despairing act of taking his own 
life. Thus the captives of the mighty were 
taken away, and the prey of the terrible was 
delivered.

Reader, how like to the bonds of sin and Satan 
were the shackles and rope with which King 
Theodore tortured his prisoners, and how the 
tightening of the coils of rope, by pouring the 
water, resembles the accusations of conscience 
when awakened to a sense of guilt and sin against 
a holy God. In that sense the arrow of conviction 
gives the sinner to realise the meaning of the 
words the “ prey of the mighty ” and his “ lawful 
captive.” In that condition, how blessed to hear 
the glorious announcement: “ But thus saith the 
Lord, Even the captives of the mighty shall be 
taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be 
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delivered.” But we have still better tidings in the 
gospel, which reveals how the Lord Jesus has, 
through death, destroyed him that had the power 
of death, and delivered them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage 
(Heb. ii. 14, 15), He is the true David who has 
rescued the lamb out of the mouth of the lion, the 
Good Shepherd who gave His life for the sheep 
(John x. 11), Who not only saves, but keeps every 
one that puts his trust in Him, and who says : 
“ My sheep hear My voice, and 1 know them, and 
they follow Me: and I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of My hand. My Father, 
which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no 
man is able to pluck them out of My Father’s 
hand. I and My Father are One ” (John x. 27-30). 
“ If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed ” (John viii. 36).

T.J.

“A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD
THEM ”

“ I had a little girl : she was very fond of her 
daddy. When she was dying they sent down to 
the Gas Works for me, and the foreman let me 
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go up to see her. She clapped her little hands at 
the sight of her daddy—and, as I was leaving the 
house she died/*

I said, “ I know where your little girl is. It was 
for the sake of such as she that God sent His only 
begotten Son. Christ died to save her, and through 
His death she is now in heaven, pure and spotless. 
I shall see your little girl at the Lord’s right hand 
in heaven. I shall meet her there. Would’nt yw 
like to meet your little girl in heaven ?”

“ Yes, I should.”
The speaker was over ninety years of age. He 

had lived an outrageously sinful life; as one whose 
heart was set on enjoying the pleasures of sin. 
He . had treated his wife so badly that they separated 
twenty years before he told me of their little girl. 
He had left his poor wife to do what she could in 
bringing up their nine surviving children, while he 
persisted in his evil course. Ultimately he had 
taken shelter in the Workhouse, where he gave 
the authorities any amount of trouble. Now he 
had reached the Infirmary ; and appeared utterly 
callous and indifferent to the things that belonged 
to his peace. Now I hoped the truth would reach 
his heart through his love for his “ little 
girl.”

Indeed through mercy he began to listen atten
tively. Once, when I had been speaking of the 
dying and raising again of Jairus’ daughter, and of 
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the touch by faith of her who had the issue of blood, 
he said, on my leaving him, “ I did cry when my 
little girl died.”

Sometime afterwards I said, “Have you ever 
prayed, • God be merciful to me a sinner ? ’ ”

“ Yes; hundreds of times.”
“ Has He heard you ?”
“ I don’t know.”
“ I will tell you what the word of God says, 

* Therefore will the Lord wait, that He may be 
gracious unto you, and therefore will He be 
exalted, that He may have mercy upon you. . . . 
He will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of 
thy cry; when He shall hear it, He will answer 
thee.’ ”

The next Lord’s day he was very ill in bed, 
with the screen round him. I went in behind it, 
and at once he began to speak of his little girl. 
Directly he had finished, I replied, with emphasis, 
“ She is in heaven.”

He almost shouted, “ I know she is!! ”
“ Last Sunday you told me you had prayed ‘ God 
be merciful to me a sinner ! * Ask Him, * for Christ's 
sake.' Say, God be merciful to me a sinner for 
Christ’s sake. He will hear you, and answer you, 
and save you ; and you will meet your little girl in 
heaven, if you now come to Him in faith.”

“Sometimes I cry out. I cannot help it,” he 
said.
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'He got a little better ; and I had been speaking 
from the words, “ If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved.” Presently, he said, 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.”

A week or so afterwards he surprised me by 
saying “ I wonder if her mother is looking to meet 
her.” Up till then I had no idea that this sick 
one of over ninety had a wife living, even older. 
I took this as the Lord’s call to me to seek 
her out, and tell her also “good tidings of great 
joy.”

During the week I called at the house where she 
lived. She did not ask me in.

When I spoke of her husband she at once began 
to speak of his wicked life. “Yes,” 1 said, “he 
knows he has been a great sinner; and he has 
prayed ‘ God be merciful to me a sinner *; and 
God has heard his prayer, and answered him, and 
has saved him.” She continued to speak of his 
wicked doings, and I made no attempt to defend 
his evil course : yet bore testimony to his repentance 
and prayers; and that the Lord had spoken peace 
to his soul.

“ You had a dear little girl; who died when she 
was very young.”

“Yes, I was out to work, and left her in charge 
of an elder sister, who went off to play, and let her 
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sit on. tfye damp stones. She caught a chill,, and., 
died before she was weaned.”

It was no longer an outraged wife reflecting upon 
her husband’s evil course, but a fond mother 
speaking of a beloved child. The opportunity I 
sought for had now come. I said,

44 Now that the Lord has saved his soul, he is- 
constantly speaking about your little girl. He says 
he will meet her in heaven. He said to me last 
Sunday, ‘ I wonder if her mother is looking to 
meet her ’! I shall see him again, all being well, 
next Sunday, and what shall I tell him ? ”

* Tell him I am very bad ; and not able to walk. 
farther than to the gate.’

That night, during my waking moments, 1 con
tinued to pray, “ Lord, shew her her need.”

When I next called, she asked me in. I told 
her of Jesus, but her heart was still full of her 
husband’s wrong doings. Again I spake of the 
Lord’s goodness to him.

At my third call, she broke down, and cried, * I 
know I am a sinner.’ We went down on our knees 
together, and I prayed for her salvation.

During my next visit, after I had prayed for her, 
and we remained on our knees, she commenced 
whispering in prayer ; gradually, in her earnestness, 
getting louder and louder, until I could hear, the 
wording of her own request.

“ Lord, I know I am a sinner, but you came to 
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save sinners. I know I am lost. Save my soul I 
Do the very best you can for me.”

I saw her sick husband. He was sitting up in 
bed, watching for me with an expectant air.

* I have dreamt about my wife I and felt sure 
someone would come to tell me something about 
her.'

1 I have seen her, and have heard her praying 
for herself: and I hope you will meet your dear 
wife at the Lord's right hand as well as your little 
girl-’

‘ Tell her not to miss it/ He spoke with intense 
earnestness. As I was leaving the ward he called 
me back.

‘ Oh, yes 1 I will give her your message/ And I 
did.

The Lord had mercy on her, and gave her 
assurance of salvation. Then I was able to tell her 
husband that he would surely meet his aged wife 
at the Lord’s right hand, and also his little girl.

From that time I acted as messenger between 
this very aged couple. He greatly longed to see 
her once more on earth. I said, 1 She is too feeble 
to come to see you. You will meet her at the 
Lord's right hand/

He took much worse. With the feeling that I 
was seeing him for the last time here, I read 
Psalm xxiii., and besought the Lord Jesus; to 
receive his spirit; and that in glory he might meet 
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the loved child gone before. Very fervently he 
joined with me as I uttered the words. The call 
came. He is now present with the Lord.

At the time of writing his aged widow yet lives, 
and if she lives till October next, she will be 94.

Like her husband she is very fond of speaking 
of their little girl, in whom the Lord was pleased 
to manifest a love by which, as a means in His 
mercy, He, many years afterwards, drew the 
hearts of her very aged parents heavenward, and 
Christward, yea, to the contemplation of the 
love of God, manifested in His Beloved Son.

I said to the aged mother one day, tl Who do 
you want to see first in heaven ? ”

“The Saviour.”
‘ Yes,’ I said, ‘ every saved one will want first of 

all to see the Lord Jesus. We shall be taken 
straight into His presence ; to receive His glad 
welcome, and to worship Him. We shall there 
presently meet our loved ones, gone before.’

She looks for my coming week by week, and 
makes suitable preparations, placing her own 
Bible on the table for me to read from.

From her very childhood she has toiled very very 
hard. Now she looks forward to attaining the 
rest that remains for the people of God. Mean
while she prays for her nine surviving children, 
that these also might be saved, and meet in 
glory. A.J..
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ON PSALM XXIII.

Thou art my Shepherd, gracious Lord, 
And I shall want no more;

To me Thy rest Thou dost afford, 
Thou dost my soul restore.

’Mid pastures of the grassy mead,
And quiet streams beside,

Thou leadest me; my every need
Is by Thy hand supplied.

Though death’s dark valley I pass through, 
No evil will I fear ;

Thy presence shall my joys renew, 
For Thou art ever near.

Thy rod is now my sure defence, 
Thy staff my certain guide ;

Thyself my glorious recompense, 
While keeping near Thy side.

By Thine own hand my table’s spread, 
Where enemies are found ;

With oil Thou dost anoint my head, 
O’er flowing joys abound.

Through my remaining days Thou wilt
Make me of mercy tell,

Till in the home no hands have built, 
I come with Thee to dwell.

T.J.

F. E. RACE, 3 A 4, London House Yard, Paternoster Bow, E.C.
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“YOU DON’T BELIEVE THAT!”
“ God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man 

perceiveth it not.” And over and over again had 
God spoken to poor T—. Sickness after sickness 
had come upon him, and at the prospect of death 
he would seem to be softened, and listen to the 
message of a Saviour’s love; but as health 
returned so did he return to his former ways of sin 
and vice, becoming more and more hardened. 
Repeatedly, in His mercy, God had “ kept back 
his soul from the pit,” but there was no response 
to His mercy; and the messenger who had sought 
to show him his need had been met with jeering and 
abuse. Now, however, the man’s “ soul was drawing 
near to the grave, and his life to the destroyers.” 
Five cancers were eating into the poor, sinned- 
against body, of which the workhouse infirmary 
was the only shelter.

From thence word was brought to onp who, for 
nine years, had been seeking to lead him to Christ, 
that, he would see him if he would come. 
Accordingly he went, and though feeling his 
utter helplessness, yet he knew that the “word of 
God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword.”

He found the poor sufferer in a large ward full 
of patients and sitting by the side of his bed. After 
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a few remarks about his sickness, the man at 
length confessed—‘ There is now no hope for me ; 
it is only a question of time.’

‘ Yes,* replied his visitor, ‘ I am afraid it is so ; 
and that being the case you had best look it straight 
in the face. The end will come, and then how 
about eternity ’ ?

God’s voice had at last been heard, and conscience 
was awakened. The big tears fell from his eyes, 
as, burying his face on the table, and forgetful of 
the patients around, he exclaimed—

‘ There is no hope for me! I am lost! Three 
times God has raised me up from almost the gates 
of death, and I have flown in His face. Nothing 
can do me any good. I shall be lost I ’

* You don’t believe that,’ was the response.
* Yes, I do.’
* No, you don’t believe that.'
‘ I do, Mr.----- .’
‘You don't believe that, T —his visitor 

repeated for the third time.
“ Why not?’ he asked.
‘ Because you would never have sent for me if you 

had not some vague idea that the gospel I preached 
contained a message for you. ‘ Oh, I am so glad 
to find that, at last, you realise your lost condition, 
because I have to tell you of One Who has said, 
“ Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast 
out.” And, opening his Bible, he proceeded to show 
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him that God’s remedy for sin just met his need. 
Yes, the “ messenger, one among a thousand ” was 
there, to show to man his uprightness, and the 
God, Whose voice had so often been disregarded, 
spoke again: “Deliver him from going down to 
the pit. I have found a ransom ” (Job xxxiii. 24). 
With amazement did the dying sufferer listen 
to the marvellous story of that ransom price 
paid for him. He heard, as he never heard 
before, for he now realised his need of it, that the 
Son of God Himself had paid the price with His 
own blood; that He had made a full and 
sufficient atonement; that justice was not only 
satisfied, but God glorified ; so that He now not 
only forgives, but justifies the vilest sinner who 
trusts His beloved Son.

And in proof that the work is done, and sins 
purged, He has raised His Son from the deadband 
seated Him at His own right hand.

Kneeling by his side, the visitor prayed that the 
Holy Spirit, Who had shown the man his real 
condition as lost, would reveal the Lordj Jesus to 
him as his Saviour. Then, urging him to have to 
do with Christ for himself, he left the ward.

A few weeks passed, and again he stood by the 
bed. ‘ The end may come at any time ’ he had 
been told, and he longed to know whether the 
Saviour and the sinner had met.

1 It is all right now/ said the dying man.
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Thank God I have perfect peace, because I have 
trusted the Saviour. He is able to save even 
me.’

And he went on to relate how in the stillness of 
the night, the burden had all passed away, for, 
he added, ‘ I could not quite make it out before, 
but now I see so clearly that Jesus died for me.’

And so he passed from his suffering body and 
the infirmary ward, to be with the One Who gave 
Himself a ransom even for him, having heard at 
last the voice of the Son of God, and hearing, he 
lived.

Reader, ‘ why dost thou strive against Him ? ’ 
“ He that heareth My word, and believeth on 
Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall 
not come into judgment, but is passed from death 
unto life ” (John v. 24).

T.

“TO THE CHURCH ONLY- 
NO THROUGH ROAD”

Just on the outskirts of a pretty Buckingham
shire village that I frequently pass through on 
business, there stands a sign post with the above 
notice.

No fault can be found with the notice itself, the 
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road to the village church has all the appearance 
of a main road, and both pedestrians and vehicles 
frequently turned that way in mistake, so the 
authorities wisely put up the said sign post.

But from the first time I read it, the notice 
raised the thought in my mind, how like that road 
is to much of the religion of the present day. It 
leads only to Church, and does not take its followers 
through to God, and to heaven. Let us ponder this 
matter a moment, dear reader. How far does the 
religion that you and I follow take us ? It is 
written of the death of the Lord 'Jesus, that “ He 
once suffered for sins, the just (One) for the unjust, 
that He might bring us to God1' (i Peter iii. 18). 
But man’s religion, whatever name it may be 
known by, falls far short of this.

The work of Christ, His death and resurrection, 
takes the soul who trusts it right home to God, 
and gives fitness for heaven. Membership of a 
church, whatever the church may be called, can, 
of itself, give no such end.

What will the end be ? That is the question.
No one denies that much good may accrue from 

association with other Christians, and that religion 
has its benefits, but my point is, how far will it 
take us ? Does it end only in religious associations, 
and time advantages, or does it land us safely 
with Christ in heaven for eternity ?

It may be a truly religious road you are 
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treading, but still leave you far short of God, and 
of heaven. Too often the idea connected with the 
Church is, that it is a place of shelter, an enclosure 
for all who profess the Christian religion, a 
number of folds arranged with the object of 
keeping together the sheep, and many are satisfied 
with getting in there.

But the work of Christ on the sinner’s behalf 
takes us farther, it gives us present peace with 
God, and eternal glory in the future. Read what 
it says in the 18th verse of the 26th chapter of the 
Acts, as to the object God had in view in sending 
the gospel to us, to sinners like you and me. “ To 
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and 
inheritance among them which are sanctified by 
faith that is in ME ” (Christ Jesus).

This is only one verse of the word of God ; 
there are many equally plain and equally com
prehensive, all bearing out the burden of my 
message to you suggested by the sign post. 
Think it out, friend. If you are one of those who 
rather pride themselves on having no religion, and 
making no profession, well, where does the road, 
you are on, lead ? For there is a God before whom 
we shall have to stand. And there is such a thing 
as judgment for sins, and you and I don’t want 
anyone to tell us that we have done many things, 
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ah! how many, that will not stand the light of 
the judgment of a holy God.

Well, what do we need? Just the very thing 
that God has, in mercy, sent us in Christ the 
Saviour. Light, to open our eyes as to our true 
state before Him—if you shut your eyes ever so 
tightly and declare there is no light, it does not 
alter the fact—deliverance, from our natural dark
ness, and from the power of Satan, forgiveness 
of our sins, and, mark this! an inheritance 
amongst the saints —the sanctified ones. And all 
to be had—how ? By faith in Christ. Now notice 
how this provides for both the journey and the 
end.

If my reader be, on the other hand, a religious, 
god-fearing person, suffer the question again, 
“ How far will your religion take you ? ” Has it 
given you now, for everyday life, the comfort and 
rest that belongs to all believers in Christ ? Have 
you the conscious knowledge of the forgiveness of 
your sins, and the privilege, in the liberty of the 
Spirit, to address God as Father ? And as to the 
future, is there the certainty in your soul that you 
have been made meet, by the precious blood of 
Christ, for the inheritance of the saints in light ?

This is what God confers on all who have—as 
Acts xxvi. 15-18 so blessedly declares—“faith that 
is in ” Jesus.

T. R.
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AN ALTERED LIFE
An interesting narrative has been related of an 

Army man who became converted to God whilst 
in that calling of life. His knowledge of the for
giveness of every sin through faith in the precious 
blood of Christ produced a change in him as it 
does in every true believer. He found himself in 
possession of a joy hitherto unknown, and he 
determined with purpose of heart to respond to the 
wonderful grace of God which had reached even 
to him.

The altered life and disposition of the man could 
not but be noticed by his comrades, and one of 
them fully determined to give him a hard time.

It happened one evening in the barrack sleeping 
room that our friend was fearless enough to get 
down on his knees to give thanks, and to pray, 
before getting into bed. His unkindly-disposed 
fellow-soldier took the opportunity of hurling one 
of his boots at the head of the praying man, who, 
however, quietly placed it under the bed without 
saying a word.

After the men were well asleep, our converted 
friend rose up and contrived to clean the boot 
which had been thrown at him. Then, stealing 
up quietly to the offending comrade’s bed he 
managed to find the companion boot. This he 
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took and cleaned also, and then returned them 
both to their place under the owner’s bed.

Imagine the offender’s astonishment next 
morning, when the sequel to the previous night’s 
action was realised. But there was more than 
astonishment—he was ashamed. There was a 
brokenness of spirit, there was repentance wrought 
in his soul, for he now turned to that God whom 
his saved comrade had learned to love. Grace in 
his friend had heaped “coals of fire on his head ” 
(Rom. xii. 20). The result was that he too 
became a Christian.

How admirable a quality is grace! It enables 
a man to love his enemy, a thing which even the 
law of Moses did not require. That law, which is 
holy and just and good, sanctioned hatred of an 
enemy, as it is written, “ Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour and hate thine enemy” (Matt v. 43). 
Only grace can exercise love towards those who 
are utterly unworthy of it, for where sin has 
abounded grace has much more abounded.

We read that “ grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ” (John i. 17). That Blessed One revealed 
the heart of God towards fallen, guilty man. He 
was God, manifest in flesh, come down in com
passionate love to seek and to save that which 
was lost. We are told about certain of those who 
heard Him speak, that “ they wondered at the 
gracious words that proceeded out of His mouth ” 
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(Luke iv. 22). They said, “ Never man spake 
like this man.”

But “ the heart of man is evil from his youth ” 
and “desperately wicked,” and where was this 
more plainly showp than at the cross of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, for wicked man crucified 
the Lord of Glory! There too He “who knew 
no sin was made sin for us ” says the apostle 
Paul, “ that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him.” Who will not bow in homage 
and adoration before such a Saviour who died 
to bring us to God ? Scripture declares that every 
knee must bow to Him and every tongue shall 
confess to God.

Happy they who do so now in this the day of 
salvation !

G.H.

“I FEEL TEN TIMES HAPPIER 
NOW.”

Dear Bessie’s photograph has a prominent place 
in my sitting-room.

When her father died, her mother was left the 
proprietress of a then flourishing business, and 
some time afterwards she married, as her second 
husband, the manager of her late husband’s 
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establishment. He was a man of fine physique 
and of gentlemanly manners, but unfortunately, 
when through his marriage, he became himself the 
proprietor, he soon brought the business to 
complete ruin.

Bessie and her mother had now to face how 
best to provide for shelter, food and raiment; 
and as Bessie was a girl of very attractive 
appearance and engaging manners, it was 
suggested that she should go on the stage. 
From this, however, she was mercifully saved, 
and she was able to secure an appointment as 
a shop assistant. Customers were not slow in 
expressing their preference to be 4‘served by 
that tall girl, with the black hair.”

After her mother’s death, Bessie became engaged 
to a man of the world, in a fairly good position, 
yet who had somewhat bluntly expressed his 
determination “ never to marry a religious woman.” 
In this connection things went so far as the 
reception of valuable wedding presents, the fixing 
of the wedding day, and the place of the honey
moon. Then came bitter disappointment. The 
man unexpectedly lost his situation, and surrendered 
all his savings at the same time. Yet she resolved 
to remain true to him in spite of the blighting of 
all their prospects. Then his health broke down, 
and the engagement was ultimately broken off, for 
he turned out to be unworthy of her.
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All this, with its accumulation of misfortunes, 

was more than Bessie’s health could stand, and she 
gave way under the strain. It was imperative 
that she should live farther south. An opening 
offered in a suitable locality, but it was not the 
town to which she had hoped to remove, and she 
could not then understand the import of the words 
of a believing aunt, when she said, “ If it is the 
Lord’s will that you should go to (naming the 
place), you will go there.” For Bessie did not 
then realise that One, whom she did not know, 
was suffering her to pass through all these 
trials, to prepare her heart, now weary and 
desolate, to receive glad tidings of great joy. 
The Lord brought her to -------- , and gave her
there a dear friend, in whom she could confide ; 
a friend who was not ashamed to confess Christ 
as her Saviour before others.

I shall never forget the day when I first met 
Bessie. I had come to-------- to preach the gospel, 
and it poured in torrents when I reached the 
railway station. As I waited, I thought to myself, 
“ I have come to-------- , but I am afraid I shall 
have very few for my congregation this evening.

At the tea table, I met a friend of Bessie to whom I 
was well known, and she it was who first introduced 
her to me. We had some singing together 
after tea, and then we went on to the Hall where 
was to be the preaching. On our way there,
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Bessie’s friend came up to me and whispered, “ Mr. 
J., I think I ought to tell you that my friend is 
anxious.”

Bessie looked truly sad and wistful, as I sought 
to make clear a full and free salvation through the 
finished work of Christ.

Through grace the seed was sown in her heart. 
I waited a few days, and then ventured to water 
the same by writing and sending her a letter. She 
replied, expressing her surprise at receiving this, yet 
warmly thanking me. Her second letter expressed 
her heart’s joy and peace through believing ; and 
that her God-given joy was maintained was 
evident, for at that time looking forward to putting 
on Christ by baptism the same week, she after
wards, in a letter to me, said, “ I felt happy before, 
I feel ten times happier now.” And the remem
brance, with others, of her Saviour, in the breaking 
of bread and drinking of the cup, thus “ announcing 
the Lord’s death till He come ” was a weekly 
privilege she highly esteemed.

On Sunday afternoons, in company with her 
friend and myself, we would visit the hospital 
wards together, and she would bear her testimony 
to the sick and to the dying, of the Saviour who 
had satisfied the longing of her soul, and had filled 
her hungry soul with goodness. The Lord gave 
her also the joy of seeing others receiving 
the same blessed news that she had proved.
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Possibly this may be read by one whose heart is 
bowed down with woe. Will you not come to Jesus 
who is ready and waiting to bless you ? For He 
has said, “ Come unto Me, all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Take 
Him at His word, and you shall enjoy a “ rest ” 
and a “ peace” to which you are now a stranger.”

A. J.

“ONE IS YOUR MASTER—EVEN CHRIST.”

Pray to the Master ; pray,
If thou would’st truly be, 

A happy servant of thy Lord, 
And His own blessing see.

List to the Master; list, 
So shalt thou learn His mind;

The listening soul at His dear feet, 
Shall richest blessings find.

Speak for the Master ; speak, 
To dying souls around ;

And may the Gospel Trumpet give 
No strange, uncertain sound.

Talk with the Master'; talk,
Thus shalt thou know to-day, 

Like one of old, who wisely asked, 
Lord, “ shew me now Thy way.”
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Sing of the Master; sing, 
Sing of His peerless worth ;

Sing, till the ocean of His praise 
Shall fill both heaven and earth.

Trust in the Master; trust, 
Lean not on man for strength ;

Christ’s grace and power alone suffice—
He’ll bring thee home at length.

Count on the Master; count, 
Thou can’st not count in vain ;

’Tis heap’d-up blessing all the way, 
Since Christ is still u ths same.”

Look to the Master; look, 
Gaze ever on His face ;

So shall thy path most brightly shine, 
For “ Faith” must win the race.

Wait for the Master; wait, 
With burning lamps, and trim ;

“ Behold,” saith He, “ I quickly come,” 
With Joy we’ll enter in.

S.T.

F. E. RACE, 3 & 4, London House Yard, Paternoster Row, E.C.
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ONLY JUST IN TIME
For many years L— had been anxious about 

his soul. He knew he was a sinner, deserving an 
endless hell; and how to escape the just doom of 
his sins was his one burden. Whenever possible 
he attended the preaching of the gospel; he heard 
of the provision God had provided for the lost,— 
he knew that the Son of God had given Himself a 
ransom for all; he could have told another of His 
incarnation, His death, His resurrection, His 
ascension ; he knew it was written, in the word of 
God, “ He that believeth on the Son hath ever
lasting life ” ; “ By Him all that believe are 
justified from all things.”

But it was only head knowledge. He longed 
to be able to say “ The Son of God who loved 
we, and gave himself for me ”; but what he did 
not realise was that God’s salvation was offered 
him as a free gift,—that he had nothing to do, 
but, coming as a sinner in true repentance of 
heart, simply to accept what the Lord Jesus 
Christ by Himself had obtained for all that 
believe. That he must feel better, and do 
better,—something of his own in addition to what 
Christ had done,—this he clung to; and, as 
months and years rolled by, he only seemed to get 
farther and farther in misery and darkness.
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The late D. L. Moody came to the town, and 

held special meetings, being used of God to the 
conversion of many; but though L— attended all 
the meetings, he was still unhappy and wretched.

At last one Thursday night he went to a little 
room, where a few Christians were gathered for 
prayer. And there, without noise or excitement, 
the Holy Spirit of God gave him to rest completely 
on the word of the living God and |the work of His 
Son ; he saw himself an utterly lost and good-for- 
nothing sinner; but owning that, God revealed 
His Son to him as an all-sufficient Saviour, and he 
yielded himself—spirit, soul and body—to Him. 
Joy and peace filled his heart, and he retired to 
rest that night in perfect peace,—a God-justified 
believer. “ Being justified by faith; we have peace 
with God.”

He rose early on the following morning, and went 
to his work, on a large building, where several 
gangs of men were employed. It was cold, and as 
the breakfast hour drew on, the men gathered 
around a fire to make their tea hot, and get the 
little comfort possible under the circumstances. 
Then to the surprise of the group around the fire, 
L— stood up, and quietly told them what had 
transpired the night before—how he had come 
with his sins and wretchedness to Christ, and had 
not been cast out, how happy he had become in 
the knowledge of sins forgiven. A chorus of jeers 
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stopped him; his mates mocked and laughed and 
ridiculed ; and the brief breakfast half-hour had 
gone.

L— went back to his work up the tall ladder, 
but during his working a rope unexpectedly gave 
way and he was precipitated to the ground. A 
silent, unconscious, form was taken to the hospital, 
and a few hours after, a ransomed spirit left its 
shattered tenement of clay for the paradise of God, 
and the presence of the Saviour he had so recently 
known and confessed.

Only iust in time ! Had he put off accepting 
God’s free gift once more, he had missed it 
eternally!

Only just in time! Had he neglected that 
one opportunity of confessing Christ before men, he 
had had no other, and what would he not have 
lost ? “ Whosoever therefore shall confess Me
before men, him will I confess also before My 
Father which is in heaven.”

Unsaved reader, take warning ! Accept Christ 
now, in case this should prove your last oppor
tunity !

Fellow believer, take warning too ! The 
occasions of confessing an absent and rejected 
Lord are quickly passing. The next may be the 
last also!
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THE STONE-BREAKER AND 
THE BLOOD

I was on my way to Liss, in haste to catch the 
train, one fine afternoon last year, when my 
attention was arrested by a man, evidently a stone
breaker, who was standing up from between his 
heaps of stones in a bewildered way, and hastily 
trying to get off his goggles, which served as a 
protection to the eyes in his occupation of stone
breaking.

I then noticed a small wound above his right 
eye, from which the blood was flowing—the not 
infrequent result of an up-flying flint, after it is 
struck.

Accosting the stone-breaker, I said, 1 My friend, 
the blood I see, on your forehead brings to my 
mind what God says in His word, “ When I see 
the blood I will pass over you; ” and again, “ The 
blood of Jesus Christ [His Son] cleanseth from all 
sin.” '

What was my astonishment when the poor man 
burst into tears, and said, ‘ I see it! I see it! ! 
My dear sir, I have been waiting for those words 
for weeks/

It was God, Who has said, “ I wound and 
I heal,” that had broken the stone-breaker’s 
heart; for His word like a hammer breaketh 
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the rock in pieces; and the same word points 
to the blood that has made peace for the soul.

“ Whosoever falls on this stone [Jesus] shall be 
broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall it will 
grind him to powder.”

To believe in Jesus is humbling to pride, for it 
makes us know we have sinned, and that we 
come short of God’s glory. To neglect His great 
salvation is to fall under His unsparing judgment, 
both now and for eternity. “ He that believeth is 
not condemned ; but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God/’

Unsaved reader, be justified by faith in Jesus. 
Be broken and healed by faith in His word. “ He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”

E.B.D.

“ HOW LONG HAVE I TO LIVE?”
2 Sam. xix.

“ How long have I to live ? ” were the words 
that fell from the lips of Barzillai, one of David’s 
most devoted servants, and a truly loyal-hearted 
subject of the king. Few more touching inci
dents are recorded in David’s history, replete as 
the story is with the sweet humility of one who 
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desired no reward for his loyalty, but was a faith
ful subject in all his ways. David desired Barzillai 
to accompany him to Jerusalem, so that he might 
care for Barzillai in his declining years, as a little 
return for the kindness previously shewn the king 
at Mahanaim. But this aged pilgrim (four-score 
years) begged of David that he might be allowed 
to end his days in his own city, Rogelim, and 
be buried in the grave of his father and mother. 
So after Barzillai had conducted the king over 
Jordan, David blessed his faithful follower; and 
when he had kissed him, Barzillai returned to his 
city.

Have you, dear reader, in your serious moments, 
ever asked yourself this question, “ How long have 
I to live ? ” Has the Psalmist’s desire been yours, 
“ So teach us to number our days that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom ” ? Comparatively 
few reach four-score years, but young and old alike 
have to face the solemn fact, announced in God’s 
word, that “ It is appointed unto men once to die ; 
but after this the judgment.” Every breath we 
draw brings us nearer death. Does it not then 
behove you, my unsaved friend, to put Barzillai’s 
question. to yourself ? Familiarity with death, 
sudden or lingering, will not help you when you 
come to be in its awful grip.

I have just heard, whilst writing this, of the 
sudden death of a man who was conducting a 
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military funeral at Coventry, and, while the com
mittal services were being read at the graveside, 
he was seen suddenly to collapse, and death soon 
followed. Well may Scripture rebuke man’s care
less ease and apathy in these solemn words, “ Go 
to now, ye that say, To-day, or to-morrow, we will 
go into such a city, and continue there a year, and 
buy and sell, and get gain. Whereas ye know not 
what shall be on the morrow. For what is your 
life ? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth away.” Yes, “ man 
is like to vanity; and his days are as a shadow 
that passeth away.” Innumerable Scriptures 
might be quoted to prove the uncertainty of life ; 
and probably not a day passes without numbers 
being cut down by the sharp scythe of the Angel of 
Death.

One striking instance now comes to my remem
brance, and may it prove a solemn lesson to you, 
dear reader. Some years ago a friend of mine, a 
doctor, was visiting a patient, and in the course of 
conversation he asked this gentleman whether he 
had heard of the sudden death of Mr. ----- . His
reply was, “ No, I am too busy to think of these 
things ; and, in fact, I’ve no time to die.” Just as 
he said these words the speaker stooped down to 
tie his shoe-lace; but, before his hand could reach 
that shoe, he fell to the ground a corpse; and death 
instantly claimed as his victim the very one whose 
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last words on earth had just been uttered, “I’ve no 
time to die.”

But there are two ways of answering Barzillai’s 
question, “ How long have I to live ? ” Every 
man, woman and child is born into the world with 
spirit, soul and body, and these constitute our 
natural life. When death* comes (and this, as we 
have just been reminded, may be sudden) it in no 
way terminates our relation with God, for the 
spirit and soul still live, though no longer in the 
body, which now is dead. Thus our life here is 
ended, for spirit and soul have fled and returned to 
God who gave them. At what moment this 
shall be is known only to Him, and so our first 
answer, then, to the question, “ How long have I 
to live ” is, “I cannot tell how long, but this is 
certain, it is very very short.”

There is, however, another way in which we 
may consider the question, “ How long have I to 
live ? ” And here the answer is: FOR EVER. 
There is no break in the existence of spirit and 
soul, whether in or apart from the body; nor is 
there any sleep or unconscious state for either 
soul or spirit after death. For weal or for woe 
they have passed into another scene, and await in 
bliss or in torment their re-uniting with, or resur
rection of the body, and this for eternity. For as 
surely as night follows day, so also does the resur
rection follow death.
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Dear reader, have you yet faced this stupendous 
fact ? And, in the light of its heart-searching reality, 
let me ask you a still more solemn question, “ Are 
you lost, or are you saved ? ” You cannot be 
both; you must be either one or the other! 
Don’t shirk this question, I beseech you, but 
answer it now in your own soul to God; for on its 
answer depends your everlasting joy or sorrow. 
If now lost, and death overtakes you in your sins, 
you will be lost for ever ; and when spirit, soul and 
body are re-united at the Resurrection it will, in 
your case, be to face the judgment of the “ Great 
White Throne,” and to spend an eternity with 
Satan in the lake of fire. If, on the other hand, 
you are no longer a sinner but a believer, saved by 
His grace and cleansed from your sins by the 
atoning blood of Christ, you may (as to your body, 
indeed) “fall asleep,” but your spirit and soul will 
then be on high with the Lord Jesus, or you may 
be alive on the earth when Jesus comes to receive 
us to Himself. The Scriptures reveal that we shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed. 
Then we shall have a body of glory like unto His, 
to whom we now belong. What a wonderful 
moment that will be when those that are Christ’s 
shall, dead or living, rise up to meet the Lord in 
the air and be for ever with Him, while others will 
be left behind for judgment!

These are not idle dreams, nor are they cunningly 
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devised fables, but the veritable truth of God, and 
they bring back, in ever-increasing intensity, not 
merely the question of “ How long have I to live ? ” 
but the yet more solemn question, “Where, and 
with whom, am I to spend my long eternity ? ”

Do not trifle then, dear reader, another moment 
with your immortal soul; nor vainly think that you 
have “ much goods, laid up for many years.” Alas I 
the very man who could say to his soul, “ Take 
thine ease ; eat, drink and be merry,” heard the 
voice of God distinctly say, “ Thou fool, this night 
thy soul shall be- required of thee”; and in a 
moment all was gone, ‘ barns,’ and ‘ fruits and 
goods ’ and ‘ money ’; but, worst of all, his soul 
was lost, and lost for ever. Come then at once to 
Jesus, the sinner’s Saviour and the sinner’s Friend; 
come in all your guilt and ruin, and cast yourself 
at His once wounded feet. Coming thus, in all 
your sin and helplessness, you will prove for your
self, like others, that He gives, not only eternal life, 
but rest, the full and free forgiveness of all your 
sins, yea peace with God and divine righteousness.

Yes, Jesus Himself, the Holy One of God,, 
has “ suffered once for sins, the Just for 
the unjust, to bring us to God”; and Him, 
who appeared here to “ put away sin by the sacri
fice of Himself,” God has raised from among the 
dead and given Him glory; and thus Christ’s 
finished work, and shed blood, avail for all who 
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trust Him now. Simple faith in the glorious 
Person and work of a dead, risen and glorified 
Saviour brings abiding peace and blessing to the 
trusting soul, straight from the heart of God; and 
it is the joy and privilege of all truly repentant 
ones, not only to know “ how long they have to 
live,” but, as Scripture declares, to enjoy now the 
precious truth that “our ilife is hid with Christ 
in God ”; and that “ when Christ, who is our life, 
shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him 
in glory.”

41 And is it that I shall be like Thy Son ?
Is this the grace which He for me hath won ? 
Father of glory, thought beyond all thought, 
In glory to His own blest likeness brought I
Nor I alone, Thy loved ones all, complete 
In glory round Thee, there with joy shall meet; 
All like Thee, for Thy glory like Thee, Lord, 
Object supreme of all, by all adored?’

S.T.

A COMMON MISTAKE
4 4 I have my own ideas about religion.”
This was the reply given recently when the 

question of God's salvation was spoken of.
“ I have never done anybody any harm,” 

continued the speaker,44 and I think I stand as good 
a chance as most people of getting into heaven.”
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In answer to the first statement I replied that 
if our thoughts on these great matters were to be 
correct, they must of necessity be in agreement 
with Bible statements upon the subject. For 
Solomon tells us more than once “ There is a way 
which seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death ” (Prov xiv. 12; 
xvi. 25). Christ alone is “ the way; ” and He has 
declared that those who follow Him “ shall not 
walk in darkness but shall have the light of life.”

How many persons there are whose thought is 
that by a certain measure of their own effort they 
can merit a position in that place of measureless 
glory and delight (and withal a holy place) which 
is called “ heaven.”

But does not Scripture plainly tell us it is not 
by works of righteousness which we have done 
“ but according to His mercy He saved us ” 
(Titus iii. 5) ? This is what the believer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ can say.

As creatures fallen it is impossible for man to 
attain to the standard of God's righteous require
ments. We are “without strength ” and need to 
be born again, as the Saviour said, “Ye must be 
born again.” And how can we be born again ? 
Let John i. 12, 13 answer the question. “As 
many as received him [the Lord Jesus] to them 
gave he power to become children of God—to 
them that believe on his name ; which were born 
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(not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but) of God.” Thus a new life is 
communicated, and the Holy Spirit is given which 
enables a person to live in a manner pleasing to 
God. “The gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our LorcL”

Referring to the second statement quoted at the 
commencement of this article, the speaker clearly 
had in mind what is sometimes spoken of as 
“ sins of commission,” that is, actions committed. 
But there is another kind of evil, known as “ sins 
of omission.” Where is the person who has res
ponded at all times with whole-hearted readiness 
so as to be acceptable in every way to Him Who 
is our Maker and Preserver.

Is there not with every one a desire to 
go one’s own way—to leave God out of one’s 
thoughts ? As Isaiah says, “ We have turned 
every one to his own way ” (chap. liii.). The 
prophet does not stop there but adds “The Lord 
hath laid upon him [Jesus] the iniquity of us all.” 
He only is the One to bring sinners back to God.

Jesus is the true, the only living way, 
Whosoever will may come.

Bow then to the judgment of God against 
yourself. His word proves and tells you that 
you are guilty before God. But then if you are 
guilty, God has provided a Saviour for guilty 
sinners. Jesus came not to call the righteous, 
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but sinners to repentance. Oh, His goodness 
and mercy ! He says, “ Him that cometh to Me, 
I will in no wise cast out.” Are you not en
couraged by these words ? “ Let him that is
athirst come. Whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely.” You cannot, nor will you 
ever be able to, say, “ It was never offered me.” 
It is offered you now. Take it then, and happy 
be. G. H.

“ I WILL GIVE THEE REST ”
Exodus xxxiii. 14 ; See also Matt. xi. 28

From Egypt’s bondage taken, 
Where late they pressed the clods

In clay pits now forsaken, 
And smarting from the rods, 

While Pharaoh gave commandment: 
“ The tale of brick increase” ;

Jehovah spake in judgment, 
And ordered their release.

What praise, O Lord, they owed Thee, 
For promises so blest!—

4‘ My presence shall go with thee, 
AndJ will give thee rest.”

The people, led by Aaron, 
Worshipped the golden calf;

But Moses took their burden, 
And pled on their behalf.

Jehovah bade him lead them
Into the goodly land
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Once promised unto Abram, 
For them, by God’s command : 

Shekinah for a canopy, 
He could no way dispense: 

” Excepting Thou go with me, 
Oh, take us not up hence I ”

We, whom his grace has nourished,.
The same petition lay 

Before His feet who promised, 
Our strength shall as our day 

Be found, whate’er the trouble 
That does our path beset;

Though disappointments double, 
And plans be overset, 

’Tis then we call to memory, 
Those promises so blest.

“ My presence shall go with thee,.
And I will give thee rest.**

And when the Lord of glory, 
As Son of Man came down;

What boundless love the story !— 
His cross and thorny crown;

Whose feet this earth have trodden;
His hands the sufferers healed ;

God’s only Son begotten, 
In His good time revealed I 

Unto our hearts so dreary, 
He speaks the words so blest— 

“ Come unto me ye weary, 
And I will give you rest.”
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THE OPEN HOSPICE OF ST.
BERNARD

The Hospice on the Alpine Mountain of St. 
Bernard, Switzerland, is a beautiful emblem of 
Christ as a Refuge for sinners. Let us briefly look 
at one or two coincidences, in the hope that among 
our readers may be some awakened penitent who 
feels his need of a Saviour.

i. The Hospice is ample for all the weary and 
cold-struck travellers who knock at its gates. So 
did Jesus “ taste death for every man.” The merits 
of His atonement are sufficient for a whole universe 
of sinners. It is world-wide in its efficacy as it is 
world-wide in its offer. And what was necessary 
in order to save a single sinner—a Paul or a John 
Newton—is all that is necessary to secure the 
salvation of a nation or a globe.

How much would be required for the protection 
of one poor half-frozen traveller over the ice fields 
of St. Bernard ? Simply that he should be roofed 
from the descending snow, and walled in from the 
surrounding cold—that he should have food, and 
fire, and shelter. But when the thick walls have 
once been reared, and the broad roof has once been 
spread above them—when the cellar has once been 
stored full, and the blazing fire once kindled on the 
huge hearth-stone, why may not hundreds come in 
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and be saved from exposure and icy death ? The 
great thing to be done was to build the Hospice, 
and so large, too, and so well provided, that 
accommodation should be assured to every Alpine 
pilgrim who could ever sue for admission.

So in the economy of grace, the great indis
pensable was to provide an atonement ample for a 
guilty race—to open a house of refuge so capacious, 
so strong, so safe, that a world of sinners could be 
saved, as well as a single pauper child. This has 
been done. Christ's.death has an infinite efficacy. 
“ He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only [the Jews], but also for the whole 
world ”—for Gentiles also as well as Jews. He, 
when on the cross, where the mighty question of 
our sins, and of sin, found its divine solution, so 
glorified God in every attribute of His nature, that 
He is now—not only in His mercy and love, but in 
His justice, He can be, and now is—“ the justifier 
of him that believes in Jesus." Yes, the Saviour 
“gave Himself a ransom for all,” and though now 
no longer here, He still invites you to come, ruined as 
you are and hopelessly lost, to come to Him, who 
will cast out none. For He has said it “ Him that 
cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out.”

The Hospice does not save a solitary man who 
stubbornly stays outside; neither does the atone* 
ment of Jesus avail for a single sinner who refuses 
to accept it as the only but all-sufficient ground on 
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which to stand before God. Over the portals of 
the Asylum on Mount Calvary, the pierced hand 
has written, “ Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
“ Him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast 
out.”

“ Yet there is room ! The Lamb’s bright hall of song, 
With its fair glory, beckons thee along ;

Room, room, still room !
Oh, enter, enter now ! ”

2. But while there is abundant room for you 
my awakened friend, there is no room for your 
self-righteousness. A sharp eyed sentinel stands at 
the door. He holds in his hand the fixed bayonet 
of this truth, “ By the works of the law shall no 
flesh be justified.” You cannot evade this sentry. 
He will not let you bring in that back-load of your 
own paltry trash. Cast it away. There is room 
for you as a sinner in Christ’s Refuge, but not an 
inch for your worthless wares of self-righteousness.

T.L.C.

ENEMIES !
How often the word has fallen on our ears and 

from our lips lately ! How full of sinister meaning 
it has become to us! But has the reader con
sidered its use in the pages of Holy Writ, and 
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realized that he himself is, or was, an ENEMY 
OF GOD ?

44 Know ye not,” exclaims the inspired apostle 
James (chap. iv. 4) 4‘that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God ? Whosoever, therefore, 
will be the friend of the world, is the enemy of 
God.” What is this world to you, my reader? 
Are you attracted by, interested in, fond of its 
politics, society, pleasures ? Is it your aim to 
“get on in the world,” to make a mark, to 44 be 
something ” here ? Hearken ! 44 Whosoever will 
be”—desires to be—“the friend of the world is 
the enemy of God.”

War has been declared : a rebel world has risen 
against its Creator, and after exclaiming 44 Let us 
break their bands asunder, and cast away their 
cords from us,” has culminated its rebellion by 
murdering the Son whom the Father sent the 
propitiation for our sins.

Yes, in His infinite love and pity,—for 44 God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son ”—He had devised a way by which He could 
righteously pardon and receive His enemies,— 
44 God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
Himself” (2 Cor. v. 19), for 44 He made Him 
to be sin for us Who knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in Him ” 
(ver. 21). When the world’s blackest deed of 
enmity was accomplished, and the Son of God 
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was awarded the death of a felon slave by the 
creatures He had made, then God came in, and 
accepted His sacrifice, making Him to be sin, and 
laying on Him the sins of all who believe. Thus 
the cross of Christ stands to-day the sole means of 
security and peace for the guilty sinner.

But just as, alas! the “ Red Cross ” which 
marks the noble and humane work of the 
Ambulance Corps has been the special mark 
for the Germans’ fire in many instances in the 
conflict now raging, so are many lost and otherwise 
hopeless sinners found to-day the “ENEMIES 
OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST.” Willing, 
perhaps, to shroud their enmity to God from 
themselves and others by pious phrases about the 
“ One Above,” they openly sneer and definitely 
reject the cross of Christ. Sin,—their sin,—and 
God’s atonement for it, accomplished by His 
Beloved One going down to death under His 
wrath,—this they repudiate, as they doubt or deny 
His resurrection.

Yet still God lingers. He Who “ was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself,”—He Who 
proved Himself the God of peace by raising Him 
from the dead,—He is still preaching, not wrath, 
hot judgment, but PEACE,— peace made through 
the blood of His cross (Col. i. 20).

Peace ! Oh, “ how beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace!” Yet, alas! 
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there are still those who “ CONCERNING THE 
GOSPEL ARE ENEMIES” (Rom. xi. 28)— 
refusing it themselves, and angry that the good 
news is going out to others.

‘I’m as good as my neighbours, though I am 
not religious, and I’ll take my chance! ’ Will 
you ? Take care ! If you refuse God His rights, 
and Christ His rights, and despise His cross, and 
make Him a liar by disbelieving His gospel, full 
well do you merit the title of another opposer of a 
former day, “ Thou ENEMY OF ALL 
RIGHTEOUSNESS ! ” (Acts xiii. 10),

But oh, do you own it ? As we “ beseech in 
Christ’s stead, Be reconciled to God,” do you 
realize your condition of enmity ? Lay down your 
arms of rebellion; submit to the righteousness of 
God! He will abundantly pardon! We have 
proved it. We are amongst those who “ some
time alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of 
His flesh through death to present you holy and 
unblameable and unreproveable in His sight ” 
(Col. i. 21, 22), and we know that “ if when we 
were ENEMIES, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of His Son, much more being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by His life ” (Rom. v. 10).

The One who died for us, lives for us; and He 
is coming for us; but meanwhile He is “ expecting 
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till HIS ENEMIES BE MADE HIS FOOT
STOOL” (Heb. x. 13).

And when He returns, having received the 
kingdom, He will say of those who, unreconciled, 
still (declare “We will not have this Man to 
reign over us,” “THOSE MINE ENEMIES 
. . . BRING HITHER AND SLAY THEM 
BEFORE ME” (Luke xix. 27).

But now, dear reader, let me ask you, Have you 
ever seriously pondered these words, so wonderful, 
so gracious, and for you, “ But God commendeth 
His love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.” “ For if when we 
were enemies, we [who have now come to Jesus 
and believed God’s love to us] were reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son, much more being 
reconciled we shall be saved [all along the journey 
home] by His life.” For He who once died, now 
lives on high and is able to save to the uttermost 
all who come to God by Him. Come then now, 
and prove for yourself this great salvation.

T.

A SOLDIER’S SOLACE
A few weeks back, a British soldier in one of 

Britain’s possessions, wrote to say that his regiment 
was leaving the Dominion to sail to an unknown 
destination. “ Everybody,” said he, “is in a state 
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of great excitement; and, of course, the only topic 
is the war ; but it is a great comfort to know that, 
whatever happens, I am all right for heaven through 
the blood of Jesus."

The reader will discern the note of confidence 
and assurance that is conveyed in these words. 
They are not presumptive words, though their 
import is so wonderful. “ All right for heaven ! " 
How bold a statement someone may say, for what 
right has anyone to make such an assertion ? Nay, 
but is it not true of every real believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ ? Would it have been beyond the 
truth if the dying malefactor by the Saviour’s side 
had declared to those standing around that he was, 
though altogether unworthy, about to enter into 
Paradise ? Had not the Saviour said, “ To-day 
thou shalt be with Me in Paradise ” ? Who would 
venture then to doubt His word ?

Think, too, of the jailor at Philippi, who cried in 
the agony of his soul, “ Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved ? ” and who heard in reply those blessed 
words, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved" Was he not to know assurance of 
salvation by belief of the truth ?

We are reminded also of the woman in the 
Gospel story, who heard from the lips of the 
Saviour the words, “ Thy faith hath saved thee, go 
in peace” (Luke vii. 50). How blessed! “Go in 
peace,” or in other words (as we might say), ‘ Be 
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not distressed/ No longer fear and tremble. 
“Thy faith hath saved thee, go in peace/'

Is my reader one who doubts sometimes whether 
he is really saved after all, though truly believing 
that the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth 
from all sin, even his sin ? If so, let me say, Is it 
not because you do not rest in Christ, and His 
finished work ? You remember He said to bur
dened ones when here on earth, “ Come unto 
Me .... and I will give you rest.” He is 
the Giver of rest, rest of heart, rest of conscience, 
to those who come to Him.

Take then the gift. Believe His word, and “ go 
in peace.” Forgiveness of sins is now proclaimed, 
since Jesus has died. For He suffered for sins, not 
His own, for He was the Sinless One. “ He did 
no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth.” But 
we all have sinned and He died for sinners. And 
faith says, He bore my sins, and I am free. No 
longer to live to self, but to Him Who died for me, 
and rose again. And where He is, there shall I 
shortly be. Reader, is this your hope, your confi
dence, your solace, and your joy ? “ We boast in 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we 
have now received the reconciliation” (Rom. v. n 
margin).

G.H.
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‘LEFT PARQUET”
Last Sunday, as I opened a hymn-book in the 

pew in which I was sitting, my eye fell upon a 
theatre ticket, evidently used as a mark, and with 
the words “ Left Parquet ” printed upon it.

The incongruity struck me forcibly. I thought 
of the theatre with all the associations that hang 
about it and of the place in which this hymn-book 
was found, with its sacredness, its lessons of life, 
its hymns of praise and thanksgiving to Him who 
has told us in His blessed book, u Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world.” I 
thought of the follies of the world; and I thought 
of Him who was “a man of sorrows and ac
quainted with grief,” who died that we might live.

I read the hymns on the opened pages ; in one 
was the stanza,—

“ Worthy the Lamb that died, they cry, 
To be exalted thus ;

Worthy the Lamb, our lips reply, 
For He was slain for us/’

In another,—
“ My soul looks back to see

The burden Thou did’st bear 
When hanging on the cursed tree 

And hopes her guilt was there.”
Both pages were full of Christ, His love for 

man, His, sufferings, death, and exaltation, and 
marking these precious truths was—the theatre 
ticket! Man’s sin, the story of the cross, redemption, 
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and the glories of heaven—contrasted with the 
pomp and vanity of this world ! With the two 
masters so plainly speaking to me, the words of 
Joshua came home, “ Choose ye this day whom ye 
will serve.” Shall it be, for me, Christ, the Saviour 
of sinners, and the hope of glory, or—the god of this 
world ? A seat at the right hand of God, or the 
‘4 Left Parquet ” of the theatre ? The tawdry cur
tain and the tinsel show, or the spotless robe and a 
mansion not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens ? What shall the answer be ?

Things of earth are fleeting. Soon our life here 
will be ended. Where then shall we be found ? 
Will it be in mansions of bliss, or in regions of 
woe ? Will it be in the companionship of the 
devil and his angels for ever and for ever, or with 
the blessed Saviour who came from heaven into 
this sin-stricken and sinful world to seek and to 
save the lost, who went to Calvary there to die for 
us ungodly and perishing—to vindicate God’s holi- 
ness^and righteous judgment of everything incon
sistent with that inflexible holiness, so that the 
freeness of God’s mercy, and the wonderful great
ness of His love might be known to us in whom 
there was no goodness whatever ? Shall not this 
goodness of God lead you to repentance ?

*• Oh, will you not prove this wonderful love 
That flows from God’s heart so free,

Which led Him to give, that sinners might live, 
His Son to be nailed to the tree? ”

Anon.
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“HO, EVERY ONE THAT 
THIRSTETH!99

How many a soldier on the battlefield has longed 
for a drink of water to assuage his great thirst, 
whether on the march or more especially when 
dying through loss of blood. And perhaps there 
are few who may not recall the famous incident of 
Sir Philip Sidney, a Kent man who lived in the 
days of Queen Elizabeth. Yet for the sake of any 
to whom it may be new I repeat the story.

In 1586, Sir Philip was serving as General of 
Cavalry under his uncle, Dudley, Earl of Leicester, 
and at the battle of Zutphen, was mortally 
wounded. As he was borne from the field, languid 
with the loss of blood, he asked for water, but 
just as the bottle was put to his lips, he caught 
sight of a dying soldier who, being carried along, 
was looking wistfully at it, and Sir Philip at once, 
without drinking, delivered it to the poor man, 
saying, “ Thy necessity is yet greater than mine.”'

This was a noble act in every way, and such 
deeds as these will ever live in memory.

But now, my reader, I want to ask you if you 
know what it is to thirst? You may be on the 
battlefield, or in hospital, or at home. You may 
be thirsting for fame, for honour, for glory. But your 
thirst for these or any will not be quenched. None
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of these will satisfy your heart. You may drink, 
but you are not satisfied. There are longings in 
your heart that nothing of this world can fully 
meet. For how many are the broken cisterns which 
can hold no water! Have you not found it so? 
And is not the world full of disappointment and 
sorrow? There is a “fountain of living waters” 
to which I can direct you. And there is One who 
calls and says, 11 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money : come ye 
buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
money, and without price” (Isai. Iv. i). This is 
the invitation of the Blessed God.

Here indeed you can be satisfied ! for “he that 
drinketh of the water that I shall give him (said 
Jesus), shall never thirst, but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well (or fountain) of 
water springing up into everlasting life ” (John iv).

“ Ho! ” there is a call from heaven, listen to the 
proclamation. And it is “to every one that 
thirsteth.” Do you not thirst? Then “come to 
the waters ” which God offers—these are the wells 
of salvation. “ And he that hath no money,” 
however poor, yea bankrupt you may be, and 
are indeed. “ Come ye, buy and eat; ” even 
from a utilitarian view, it is well worth your while. 
“Yea, come, buy wine and milk.” Do come ! buy 
gladness and sustenance, real joy and food indeed. 
For why should you not be happy. God delights 
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that you should be happy with His wine that 
maketh glad the heart of man ; and oh ! how good1 
as Cana’s marriage feast proved it to be the “ best 
wine ” which He furnishes. Yet if “ bought,” it is 
not as the way of the world, but “without money 
and without price.” This is God’s way. And His 
closing call is “ Let him that is athirst come ! 
whosoever will* let him take the water of life freely.” 
Will you come ? and will you take ? And, why 
not now ?

SONS, CITIZENS, AMBASSADORS
i.—SONS OF GLORY (Heb. ii. io)

Mighty is salvation’s Captain, 
Great His victory;

Marvellous is Christ’s redemption, 
“ Sons of Glory,” we— 

One with Him in resurrection, 
His God is our own, 

To His Father hath He brought us, 
Cleansed by blood alone.

2 .—CITIZENS OF HEAVEN (Phil. iii. 20) 
’Tis as Citizens of Heaven,

Lent to earth are we;
And, as such, should shine for Jesus, 

Till His face we see ;
Sent from Heaven by our Master, 

Just to do His will;
Oh 1 how blessed to remember, 

“ Love can work no ill.”
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3 .—CHRIST’S AMBASSADORS (1 Cor. v. 20) 
As “ Ambassadors ” for Jesus,

Each one hath his place, *
Oh ! how dignified our mission !

To proclaim God’s grace;
’Twas to bind the broken-hearted, 

Our blest Saviour came ;
Help us, Lord, to spread the glory, 

Of Thy matchless fame.

“ Glory’s Sons ” must needs remember
They to Christ belong;

“ Heavenly Citizens ” must practise
Heavenly ways and song ;

“ Christ’s Ambassadors ” must publish
Peace through Jesu’s blood,

Else the weary sons of darkness
Won’t be brought to God.

S.T.

[♦The Apostles had a place which is not ours. We cannot claim to be 
“ Ambassadors,” as they, for this is an official title, and we have not their 
credentials, assuredly! But we may, indeed, plead with, and beseech, 
without assuming to be other than what His grace had made us. Ed.}
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DOING GOOD IN A PRISON
A painter in Holland having omitted to answer 

a summons to be enrolled in the fire brigade, was 
sentenced to pay a fine of five shillings or suffer a 
day’s imprisonment. Being poor, he chose the 
latter for his wife’s and children’s sake, and, pro
ceeding to the jail, gave himself up on the Saturday 
evening preceding the Sunday appointed by the 
magistrate for his incarceration.

He was placed in a room with ten or twelve 
others who were there for the same cause. They 
were a frivolous, jovial set. Some were laughing 
and joking, others were playing cards, and all were 
trying to be as merry as possible, though their 
merriment was of that kind which is as the 
“ crackling of thorns under a pot.”

The painter was uneasy. His pious heart was 
chilled by the ungodly atmosphere of the place. He 
shrunk from spending a Sunday in such an evil 
company. He wished he had paid his five shillings, 
or could pay it now, and go home. But such wishes 
were vain. He was a prisoner, and a prisoner he 
must remain until the close of the next day.

While brooding over these and kindred thoughts, 
the words, “ Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good,” flashed into his mind. 41 am 
alone, and they are twelve ’ said he; and then,
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turning his thoughts into prayer, he added, * Lord, 
remember that I am alone, but they are many; 
remember also, that they are blind and lost; and 
perhaps Thou wilt pluck some of them out of the 
mouth of the lion. Help me, O Lord, to witness 
for Thee.’

Thus fortified by purpose and prayer, he drew 
his rude bench to the window, took out his pocket 
Bible, and began reading.

‘ Hallo ! What have you there ? ’ asked one of 
the men, slapping him on the shoulder.

4 You see it is a book,’ replied the painter ; 4 if you 
have no objection, I will read a few pages to you ? *

4 Are there nice stories in it ? * rejoined the man.
‘ Plenty of stories, and very nice too,’ replied the 

painter.
‘ Well, let us hear,’cried the prisoner. ‘Hush, 

you men ! Listen ! This fellow will read a story.’
The painter read the parable of the prodigal son 

(Luke xv.). To his surprise, he was not disturbed 
until he finished, when one of the men said:—

‘ I know that story very well. It is from the 
Bible.’

Other remarks followed, and as it was now too 
dark to read any more, the painter proposed to read 
more on the morrow.

‘ Very well,’ replied some of the men, ‘ it will 
help to shorten the day ’; and then they all retired 
to an inner room to sleep.



164 GOSPEL GLEANINGS

The next morning, when breakfast was over, the 
painter said:—

4 Permit me, friends, to say a word. We have 
all slept soundly. God has graciously protected 
us through the night% Meat and drink are pre
pared for us. It is His gift. Ought we not to 
thank Him for these [mercies ? If you have no 
objection, let us thank God and seek His 
blessing! ’

Hearing no objection, he proceeded to offer a 
simple, cordial thanksgiving to God, and an earnest 
prayer for His blessing.

After breakfast, one of the prisoners smiled and 
said:—

‘You might be our minister to-day. You pray 
just like a parson.’

‘ Yes, be our minister! ’ cried several voices.
‘ Let us have a bit of a church this morning.’

To this several assented. Five laughed, and, 
going across the room, began playing cards. The 
painter read a passage of Scripture, and then 
offered a solemn prayer, in which he did not fail to 
remember the card-players in the corner.

After prayer he proposed singing, and at once 
began a favourite Dutch psalm, which he sang to 
a well-known tune. The effect was powerful/ 
One by one they joined in, until even the card- 
players dropped their cards, doffed their caps, stood 
up, and sung with the rest. The jailer, hearing the 
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unwonted sound, came to the door, and seeing them 
so devout and orderly, paused to listen, and then 
helped to swell the sacred chorus.

After the singing, the jailer stepped inside, 
locked the door, and, sitting beside the painter, re
mained while that faithful follower of his Lord 
proceeded to offer remarks on the Scripture he had 
previously read, and to exhort them, to come to 
Christ.

The painter’s words made a deep impression. 
No more cards'appeared that day. After dinner 
he held another service, which was interrupted by 
the jailer’s coming in to inform the painter that 
he had spoken to the magistrate about him, and 
had received orders to release him.

With a good conscience and a joyful spirit the 
painter hastened home. The entire results of that 
day’s labour the painter will not know until the 
day of reward ; but he did learn shortly after that 
one of his fellow prisoners at least had been led to 
embrace Christ by his faithful and timely-spoken 
words.

Here is an illustration of the manner in which 
they who are wise to win souls will turn even the 
most unpromising circumstances of life into oppor
tunities to work for Christ. If that good painter 
could stand up amid twelve of his Master’s 
enemies in a prison and win at least one of them 
for i Christ, what may not my Christian reader 
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accomplish in his wider and more hopeful sphere 
if he will but set his heart upon it ? He that 
winneth souls is wise.

But let me ask you, my reader, ‘ Are you a 
Christian ? ’ Or, ‘ Are you, like the prodigal son 
of which the painter read, still in the land of 
famine and perishing ? ’ Oh, come home and 
confess all. A Father’s welcome awaits you 
thus returning. The kiss, the robe, the ring, the 
shoes, the feast, and, above all, the Father's joy, 
“For this my son was dead, and is alive again : 
he was lost, and is found.” “ This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners." For 
ever be His name adored!

{Selected.)

h/lf'
MAN’S CHARITY AND GOD’S

LOVE
In the town where this is written there exists an 

old established “ charity,” which supplies pro
visions and other necessaries to a certain number of 
poor, every winter, by means of tickets which are 
eagerly sought after. It was therefore with a sore 
heart that a friend of the writer called, one winter’s 
day, a few years since, on an aged widow who 
had been ill for some time, and in very poor 
circumstances. The welcome “ charity ” had been 
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promised her through him, but alas ! he had to tell 
her that she would not get it, as her name had 
been crowded out. It was a great distress to him, 
but the old lady received the news without a 
murmur.

4* Well,” she said, “ it is all right. As I often have 
heard you say, ‘ All things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them that are the called 
according to His purpose.’ ” “I had the charity 
two years ago ; and no doubt God has sent it now 
where there are more mouths to fill than here. 
How can I complain when the Lord has been so 
good to me ? ”

Ah! although “crowded out” by the many 
other needy ones from the “charity,” the old lady 
had been the recipient of a greater gift,—a better 
bounty! Long years before, when she was 
enchained by the power of sin,—poor in this world’s 
circumstances, bankrupt in the sight of God, a slave 
to drink, and unable to escape its thraldom, “ the 
kindness and love of God our Saviour ” had been 
made known to her,—His salvation offered, and 
accepted. Listen as she tells the story in her own 
words to her friend.

“ I was not sober when I signed the pledge, but 
I did what you advised me ; I trusted God, I have 
never wanted to drink since, and more than that I 
know the Lord as my Saviour.”

Ah, there is no “ crowding out ” in God’s charity
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His love,—unmeasured, incomprehensible,—but 
expressed by the depths of that little word “ So,” 
—“ God so loved,”—had found her where she was, 
in her sinnership, and ruin and need, even as she 
confessed, while under the terrible influence of 
the power of drink; and she had yielded to it; 
bowed to it; and found as she rested on God and His 
word that He was—not a Helper but—a Saviour. 
He had taken her, as she was, from the miry clay, 
and set her feet on a rock ; and He Who “ breaks 
the power of cancelled sin ” had given her such 
deliverance that the very desire to drink had been 
taken away, and her whole life transformed. This 
is conversion ; this is what the gospel effects when 
it is received in the heart.

And what is “ the gospel ? ”
“ That Christ died for our sins, according to the 

Scriptures, and that He was buried; and that He 
rose again the third day, according to the Scriptures ” 
(i Corinthians xv. 3, 4), is God’s own answer to the 
question. His love to you and to me, dear reader, 
could not flow out at the expense of His holiness, 
for He is “ Light ” as well as “ Love ” ; but both 
met in the Cross of His Beloved Son Whom He 
made to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. Our sins and our 
sin,—what we were as well as what we had done,— 
were atoned for fully in His death, so that the 
believer can not only say “ He bare our sins in His 
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own body on the tree,” but “ In that He died He died 
unto sin once; in that He liveth, He liveth unto God. 
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin but alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Romans vi. io, u). “Christ, 
being raised from the dead, dieth no more ” ; sins’ 
full wages have been paid; He Who was the 
Surety has been set free; and in Him all believers 
are risen also,—no longer under the power of sin, 
but victors over it, through Him.

This was a reality to this old lady of whom I 
write; she was “a new creature,” and all who 
knew her were conscious of it.

And so the years passed on, nieces and grand
children experiencing her loving care and solicitude, 
as she glorified God in her humble home circle. 
Then came the notice of the taking down of the 
tabernacle,—failing health and increasing feebleness 
of body till she could no longer leave the house. 
Then her mind went back to the old days, eighteen 
years before when she had been so blessed, and she 
lodked on to the future which grew brighter and 
brighter as earth receded.

“ I know that it will be all well with my soul. I 
am looking forward to meeting my blessed Saviour 
and some of the friends I have known upon earth.”

Little by little mind as well as body weakened. 
She passed away, gently put to sleep by Him 
in Whose presence she awaits the resurrection of 
the just. T.
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THE BELIEVING ROBBER
Luke xxiii. 39—43

Jesus works the great work of salvation in the 
heart of one of the malefactors. It was a real work 
within ; it was not merely a work ever so perfectly 
done outside. Most assuredly there never was a 
soul saved but the work was done for him—done 
alone by Jesus—He alone suffering, the sinner 
saved. But where the heart knows the work done 
for the soul, there is a work done in that very soul. 
So it was here. First of all appears a hatred of 
sin in the fear of God ; then the repentant heart re
bukes the shameless evil of his fellow, who feels 
not that it is, least of all, a time thus to sin boldly 
in the presence of death, and of God’s judgment. 
“ We indeed justly ; but this man hath done nothing 
amiss ”

Evidently there was more than righteousness 
here. There was a sense of grace, as well as of 
sin, and sensitiveness about God’s will. There was 
deljght in “this man” Jesus, whose holiness made 
such an impression that the poor felon, now a be
liever, could challenge all the world, and feel no 
more doubt of the Lord’s blameless life than if he 
had witnessed it all through. How great is the 
simplicity and assurance of faith ! Who was he 
that could correct the judgment of priests or. 
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governor. “ This man hath done nothing amiss.’* 
It was a crucified robber ! He forgot himself in 
Christ the Lord thus vindicated.

Then he turns to Jesus, and says, “ Lord, 
remember me when thou comest in thy kingdom.’ 
Yes ! and Jesus will remember—could not put him 
aside. He never cast out either a soul that came 
to Him or a prayer that was founded on His glory 
and desired association with Him. It could not be. 
He came down to associate with the poorest and 
feeblest on earth. He is now gone on high to 
associate with Himself there those who were once, 
possibly, the worst on the earth, now with Himself 
above, cleansed of course—cleansed by water and 
blood. And so with the soul whom grace had 
now touched. “ Lord, remember me when thou 
comest in thy kingdom.

What more convincing proof that the, man had 
not an anxiety about his sins ? For if he had, he 
would, of course, have put it forward. He would 
have said, “ Lord, do not remember my sins.” 
Nothing of the sort was uttered, but “ Lord, re
member me.” What would Christ’s kingdom be 
to him, if his sins were not blotted out ? He so 
counted on His grace that no doubt or question 
remained, and he asks to be remembered by Jesus 
at His advent, ascribing the kingdom to Him who 
was hanging on the cross. He was right; and 
Jesus replies with ineffable grace, and according to 
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that style so worthy of God (compare Psalm 
cxxxii.), which not only answers the prayer of 
faith, but invariably surpasses it. God must be 
God in His recognition of faith, as everywhere else. 
So here Jesus says to the converted robber, “ This 
day shalt Thou be with me in paradise ”—at once’ 
by virtue of His blood, the companion of Christ in 
the garden of divine joy and delight,

W.K.

A “ HOPEFUL ” FUNERAL.
A few friends had gathered round the graveside 

of one who for more than 80 years had been a 
traveller on life’s troubled sea. The sunset of life 
had at last been reached and the worn-out frame 
was to be laid to rest for a time in the grave’s chill 
embracef

The attention of a passer-by was attracted by the 
sight of the little group as the sweet strains of a 
familiar hymn flowed along on the gentle breeze. 
And as one and another spoke of the rest which was 
now the portion of the departed one, and how in a 
coming day the body would be raised and changed, 
immortal and incorruptible, and suitable to the 
dwelling of the Father’s house, an impression of cheer 
rather than of gloom was produced in the mind of 
the stranger who was led to remark “ What a 
hopeful funeral! ”
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Do not words such as these anticipate a time of 
triumph over the power of death. Such a triumph 
is most surely true for all who have true faith in 
the Saviour. For them, death is but a temporary 
sleep of the body, though not of the soul or spirit. 
Death is a conquered enemy though still permitted 
to ravage in this world. But the time is coming 
when there shall be no more death. The Son of 
God has abolished death and has brought life and 
incorruptibility to light through the gospel 
(2 Tim. i. 10). His own resurrection is a witness to 
His victory over death, and when He comes forth 
again from the heavens He will exercise His 
almighty power by raising to life the body of every 
sleeping believer, and take all the living that are His 
from earth to heaven, beyond all power of death. 
“ O, death, where is thy sting, O, grave, where is thy 
victory ? ” I ask, “ Are you, my reader, a believer 
on the Lord Jesus Christ ? ”

“ Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord . . 
they “ rest from their labours and their works do 
follow them” (Rev. xiv. 13). What words of hope 
are these. Where is the infidel or nihilist now, 
who would pretend to suggest that death means 
an end, an annihilation of the creature, body, soul, 
and spirit. No. “ Blessed from henceforth are the 
dead that die in the Lord.”

An unsaved person—who lives and dies not 
knowing the Lord—has no hope laid up for him in 



174 GOSPEL GLEANINGS

heaven. No hope now, no hope then when called 
to appear in the judgment before Him Who is now 
the hope (not the dread) of every contrite heart and 
the joy of all the meek. Reader, do not wait for 
the judgment day, there to be found before the 
great white throne in all your sins, for consignment 
to the eternal lake of fire. Believe now God’s 
truth, confess now your sins, receive now the 
Saviour, get life and hope through Him. Get all 
now. There is no other name given under heaven 
whereby we may be saved. G. H.

“THERE’S YET ANOTHER MAN”

The wind had grown to half a gale,
The sea was running high,

The frigate’s topsails double-reefed, 
She passed the headland by;

And standing further out to sea, 
She left the coast of Spain

To cruise awhile, with more sea-room, 
Upon the deep blue main.

Then spake the forward look-out man, 
And shouted down to deck, 

“ Upon the weather-bow a ship,
Dismasted, quite a wreck ! ”

“ Down with the helm I ” the captain cried, 
“ And put the ship about.”

“ Helm’s a’ lee 1 ” the quartermaster said, 
When, lo ! another shout:
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“ A canvas screen abaft her waist 1 ”
All eyes were set that way.

“ It looks there may be life on board,” 
Some lips were heard to say.

“ Main topsail square; the lifeboatman ! ” 
“ Aye, aye, sir 1 ” and “ Yo, ho ! ”

The ship’s brought too, the lifeboat crew 
Away to leeward row.

“ Straight for the wreck,” the middy says, 
“ Now all my men, give way I ”

They mount and pitch, but well they pull, 
And answer him, “ Aye, aye ! ”

They board the derelict and call,
And search from stem to stern, 

But still as death they find her decks—
They’re ready to return,

When ’neath the canvas screen they find 
The wasted form of one—

A hearty British seaman once. 
And now but skin and bone.

Into the boat they lower him,
And to their ship put back, 

To sew him in the shotted shroud, 
And spread the Union Jack.

But see ! his limbs appear to move, 
Outstretched upon the deck;

His lips, too, plainly indicate
He has a wish to speak.

An officer now bends his ear,
To catch them, if he can, 

And hears the deeply muttered words—
“ There’s yet another man.”
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* * *

Blest lesson this for every heart
That knows its sins forgiven—

Plucked from the burning like a brand. 
And made an heir of heaven—

While in this world of sin and woe, 
Another man ” is found,

A stranger to the peace of God—
The gospel’s joyful sound ;

Tell to that man, whoe’er he be, 
That knows not peace within, 

The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
Can cleanse him from all sin.

T.J.

“ Then they said one to another, We do not 
well: this day is a day of good tidings, and we 
hold our peace: if we tarry till the morning 
light, some mischief will come upon us: now 
therefore come, that we may go and tell the 
king’s household.”

2 Kings vii. 9
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THE CHRISTMAS GUEST AND
HIS STORY

With what deep feelings of joy and thankfulness 
in the glad years that followed must the long-captive 
King of Judah have looked back to that wonderful 
“ five and twentieth day of the twelfth month,” 
when his prison doors were opened, his prison 
garb removed, his prison fare a thing of the past, 
and he himself, brought to the knowledge and favour 
of his deliverer ! (Jeremiah lii. 31-34).

But what were his feelings compared with those 
of the poor sinner who, awakened to feel the 
burden of the chains that bind him, and the horror 
of the judgment awaiting him, is taught by the 
Holy Spirit of God that One has not only been 
sent into this world to “ preach deliverance to the 
captives ” (Luke iii. 18), but having offered Him
self without spot to God, as the sinner’s Substitute, 
has become the Author of eternal salvation to all 
that obey Him ? And when that same poor sinner 
believes God’s record concerning His Son, and by 
faith accepts that salvation, and knows that he is a 
“ new creation ” in Christ, should he not look back 
with grateful joy to the time of his deliverance, and 
bless God for His abounding mercy ?

So indeed felt one, who more than thirty years 
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ago, on a so-called “ Christmas Day,” amid the 
festivities of the gay Irish capital, passed from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God. Set free, not to do his own will but to 
serve his Deliverer, henceforth his life was spent 
in telling of Him, His work, His worth, among 
the poor and needy, principally in one of England’s 
larger towns. And as the closing days of each 
year came round, remembering His word Who 
said, “ When thou makest a feast, call the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind,” on the anniver
sary of the day on which he himself had proved 
“ This Man receiveth sinners and eateth with 
them,” he arranged a substantial hot meal and in
vited a hundred poor and needy found in the 
“common lodging-houses ” of the town.

A few years since the weather at that season 
proved extremely wet, and the tramps and hawkers 
who generally look to make a little extra money 
through the sale of evergreens, etc., were in a sorry 
plight; and when early in the morning their friend 
appeared with the tickets for the mid-day meal, 
he had no difficulty in disposing *of the entire 
hundred.

Punctually at the time appointed his hundred 
ragged hungry guests presented themselves at the 
open door, to find the tables spread, the meal 
ready, and a warm welcome. Then when all 
were satisfied, in homely language one and another 



180 GOSPEL GLEANINGS

who had themselves tasted that the Lord is 
gracious, spoke to thfem of Him and His free in
vitation * * Whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely! ” Did they accept that as freely as 
they did the meal for their body ? Eternity will 
prove. Have you accepted it, dear reader ?

Among those present was one who could answer 
that question in the affirmative. A stranger in 
the town, a coloured man, with more than 2,000 
miles separating him from his childhood’s home in 
Virginia, he was staying in one of the lodging
houses visited, and gladly accepted the invitation. 
In conversation afterwards, he told this story :—

“ My parents were Christians, but I was a berry 
bad sinner, always going into the saloons, and 
drink, drink, drink, till I broke the heart of my 
poor moder. When she lay dying, asking for me, 
I was helpless drunk and could not see her. Her 
death made me determined to give up de drink, so 
I asked the Lord to stop me, and He did. I could 
not stop. I went into a saloon, and there had a 
fight,—was shot through the arm. The doctor 
said I must not drink, and whilst my arm was bad 
I went into the preaching, and there the Lord 
meet me.”

As he went on to speak of the Lord’s goodness 
he became so full of joy and excitement that his 
friend could hardly follow his broken English, but 
he had said enough to prove the reality of his satis
faction in Christ.
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And now, dear reader, what do you know of 
this Saviour ? Another year has almost passed; 
are you closing it still a stranger to Him and His 
grace,—still a captive of sin and Satan,—starving 
among the swine of the far country ? Oh, listen 
to the voice of the Deliverer, as He preaches de
liverance to you! “He was delivered for our 
offences, and raised again for our justification. 
Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
Whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God ” (Romans iv. 25 ; v. 1, 2). Believe it,— 
and all is yours. But let not that poor, coloured 
man rise in the judgment against you because you 
refuse to believe God’s testimony of His Son, and 
thus make Him a liar.

T.

It is not the strength of faith, but the Object of 
faith which gives and secures the blessing to the 
believer in Jesus. There is no perfection in any
thing of myself; but in the Saviour and His 
atoning death for my sink there is perfection, for 
time and for eternity. Can you not rest there ? 
Once I was lost—He came to save the lost. I 
was a sinner—He died for sinners. My sins!— 
His precious blood cleanses from every sin. He is 
my life, my righteousness, my peace, my hope, 
my all. For ever be His name adored 1
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“HE HEALED THEM”
We read in the fourth chapter of the Gospel of 

Luke that during a visit of the Lord Jesus to 
Capernaum, at early evening all they that had sick 
brought them to Him ; and He healed every one of 
them. Mark tells us that the whole city was 
gathered together at the door of the house where 
He lodged. So familiar is this story to us that 
we faintly realise the wonderful events described so 
simply in the few verses in the Gospels which give 
us the record.

Let us ponder the fact that the whole city was 
gathered at His door, bringing their sick ones with 
them, and—all were healed! Supposing we had a 
full account of the history of each poor sufferer 
there (no doubt of all ages and from many stations 
in life), what volumes would be filled describing the 
Lord’s work on that evening in bestowing blessing 
suddenly where in many cases there had been 
misery and despair for many a long and weary 
year. What a proof this is, not only of His power 
to heal, but also of his readiness to do so 1 But 
would His power, His sympathy, and His love, 
have availed aught if the sick had remained away 
from His presence that evening ?

Was not their presence there a confession of 
their need and their powerlessness to help them
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selves ? Some cases there were of long standing, 
no doubt, similar to the woman with an infirmity, 
who had suffered many things of many physicians 
and had spent all her living in trying to get cured. 
But what a different experience here—the hand of 
blessing laid upon them, and, as it were, new life 
given immediately ! Are there not now many sick 
of soul ? and if the healing of the body is so often 
beyond human aid, how much more is that of the 
soul! “ Who can forgive sins but God,” and how 
can God who is holy receive sinners ? Difficult as 
might seem the way for a holy God to forgive 
sins, yet see how His love triumphs! In perfect 
harmony with His holiness are the words, “ God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” Reader, have 
you realised that while in this verse we see God’s 
love so strong and great, yet at the same time we 
see His absolute holiness in only accepting those 
who come through Jesus, Who on the cross met 
God’s righteous claims for the sinner who believes. 
“Shall not perish ” is God’s word to “ whosoever 
believeth.” Yet, wonderful and glorious as is the 
love of God in John iii. 16, we see in this and the 
two following verses, the absolute righteousness of 
God in giving no pardon to the unbeliever. It was 
because the need was so great that the gift was 
infinite.
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When the lifeboat-men go out in the storm and 
risk their lives, it is because of the desperate need 
of those on the wreck. They do not wait for 
fine weather, for then the people on the ship would 
have perished. What a difference it would make 
if everyone realised he was as on a sinking ship, and 
in direst need of a deliverer! Why not you con
sider the matter, and have this most important of 
all things put right once for all ? Ask yourself the 
question—Am I one of those that believe, or am I 
going to perish ? Am I ready to come to the Lord 
Jesus just as I am, in all my weakness and sinful
ness, to hear the words “ Thy sins be forgiven 
thee”? or am I going to love my sins and 
throw away eternity for a few short years of fol
lowing my own inclinations ? Your sins are not 
too great for Him to forgive. Did not David say, 
“ For Thy name's sake, O Lord, pardon mine 
iniquity; for it is great" (Ps. xxv. u) ? The 
Lord’s own words are, “ Him that cometh unto 
me I will in no wise cast out.” Read it for yourself 
—John vi. 37.

If only one had remained at home on that notable 
evening, all the sick of the city would have been 
cured but one. What is it that keeps you from the 
doorway of the Lord ? Are you too proud to mix 
with the common crowd ? At that door were many 
different kinds of people no doubt. Rich and poor, 
wise men and fools, all find themselves on their 
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true level and in their right mind in His presence, 
for “ all things are naked and opened unto the eyes 
of Him with whom we have to do.” And it is He 
who knows all, who says, “ Come unto Me.”

J.F.G.W.

“GOD SO LOVED!’’
Who can fathom the depth of meaning in that 

little word “ so ” ? Marvellous, indeed, the simple 
fact that “God loved the world,” when we con
sider what the world is,—“ guilty before God ” 
(Rom. iii. 19); “ lying in the wicked one ” (1 John 
v. 19 R.V.); not knowing Him as the God who so 
loved it that He “ gave His Son, His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life ! ”

Well has it been said, “the descending affec
tions are the strongest ”! This was no love of 
complacency, for “ God is angry with the wicked 
every day.” There was nothing in the object to 
call it out; its sole source is found in God Himself, 
for “ God is Love.” And what God is can only 
be expressed by Himself—by none less than^the 
One who “ was God,” who was “ in the beginning 
with God,” “the only begotten Son who is in the 
bosom of the Father.” And He hath declared 
Him. He who was and is Jehovah’s Fellow, this 
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One God gave in His love and gave as a sacrifice 
for sin ; that His holiness might be satisfied, no less 
than His love ! No wonder that language fails to 
express adequately all that is implied in that little 
word “So” !

These three blessed words of our heading occur 
twice in Holy Writ. If the universality of God’s 
love is declared in John iii. 16, may we not say 
the individuality of it is shown in i John iv. n : 
“ Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to 
love one another ” ? There are those who “ have 
known and believed the love that God hath toward 
us,” and to them the words have a special meaning. 
Not only do they know that ‘1 As Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son 
of man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have eternal life ” 
(John iii. 14, 15), but they know that He is also the 
propitiation for their sins. They themselves 
individually were sinners, and they know that for 
their sins the Son of God has suffered, that He 
bore their sins in His own body on the tree as their 
Substitute. And thus to them that word “So” 
has a special application. Reader, have you known 
and believed it ? For you, as part of the world, 
God gave His Son ; and all that this gift contains 
is yours the moment by faith you receive Him. 
But if you refuse, how shall you escape, neglecting 
so great salvation ?



187GOSPEL GLEANINGS 

« FOLLOW THOU ME”
Amidst the booming of the guns, 

The carnage, death, and strife, 
I hear a voice from heaven declare

“This is eternal life 1
To know the true and living God, 

And Jesus Christ, His Son ”—
The One Who conquered every foe, 

And hath the victory won.
Not all the hateful spite of man, 

Not all the rage of hell, 
Nor e’en the force of Satan’s power

Can break the sacred spell
That lingers still round Jesu’s cross, 

The love He there display’d;
For into death my Saviour went, 

And thus my ransom paid.
One with Him now in risen life, 

Before His God, I stand, 
The ransomed of the “ Lord of Hosts,”

A trophy in His hand ;
But lo! that hand was pierced for me, 

Amidst the battle’s strife ;
And now I live because He lives 

Who is Himself my life.
Peace flows from His once-bleeding wounds, 

Down to my troubled soul;
But oh! at what a cost I’m saved, 

His blood hath made me whole.
Yet, living now, I’d follow Him, 

My Captain, and my Guide;
And find it all my joy to fight

Close by His wounded side;
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The battle may be long and fierce, 
But victory is sure;

Who sides with God is bound to win, 
Thro’ Christ, faith can endure ;

Then let us gird our armour on, 
Unflinching meet the foe, 

Thro’ Jesu’s cross we must prevail, 
In every hour of woe.

S.T.
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