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"SPEAK MY WORD FAITHFULLY.' 1mUCH was the word of the Lord to 
Hi�-�ervant the prophet J e�emiah.
(xxm. 28.) 

, False prophets prophesied on 
every hand, saying, "I have dreamed," 
and sought to cause the people of Jehovah 
to forget His name. They were stealing His 
words from His people, and using their 
tongues while saying, "He saith." 

And thus it is to-day. All around us are 
those who are spinning their theories, telling 
their dreams, and uttering the de�eits of; their 
own hearts. The word of the4iving God is 
set aside, and the thoughts and imaginations 
of man's mind are substituted. 

Surely then the word to Jeremiah is ap
plicable : "The prophet that hath a dream, 
let him tell a dream ; and he that hath My 
word, let Him speak My word faithfully. 
What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the 
Lord. Is not My word like as a fire? saith 
the Lord ; and like a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in pieces?" 

All man's wisdom is but folly before God. 
His conflicting opinions are but as the chaff 
which the blast of judgment will sweep aside. 
The word of the Lord alon·e will abide. This 
is the wheat-the true food for every soul. 

His word is as a fire, and as a hammer 
that breaketh the rock in pieces. Wielded 
'in the power of the Spirit of God -man's high 
thoughts and systems of error are brought to 
nothingness before it, for the conscience is 
laid bare, and the refuge of lies torn away. 

Speak the WJJrd faithfully, belie\.:er. \Vhether 
it is · your privilege to proclaim it to indi
viduals or to companies, speak the word 
faithfully. If you have the word, make it 
known. Suffer not carnal ease or natural 
cowardice to restrain you, but in love to 
Christ, and in love to souls who are being 
duped, deceived, and destroyed, declare the 

truth, obeying the voice of the Lord, who 
hath said, 

"He that hath My word, let him speak 
My word faithfully.'' 

OLD ALECK, 

LD Aleck lived in a little cottage 
on the hillside overlooking the 
lovely vale of W--, and was, 

� during my boyhood, a well-' known figure in our village.
He rented a number of grass fields, upon 

which he kept cows and sheep ; and at 
certain seasons farmers from other districts 
sent their cattle to graze on his pastures, the 
old man taking charge of them. 

By doing odd jobs with his donkey and 
cart, together with what he received from 
his dairy produce and his fields, he managed 
to maintain himself and his wife in compara
tive comfort. 

Old Aleck was a puzzle to the lads of the 
village. 

vVe could not understand why he did 
not patronise the games, sports, and enter
tainments provided at stated intervals for 
the benefit of the people. Nor could we 
make out why he kept himself so strangely 
aloof from all that was going on in the 
place. Yet it was a well-attested fact that 
he was always ready to help a neighbour 
in time of need, or to do a good turn to 
any one. 

His singularly quiet and unobtrusive ways 
secured for him the respect and esteem of 
the more thoughtful of the people, who could 
not fail to perceive that un<;lerneath the 
rough exterior there was a gentle· grace which 
told of a heart perfectly ·at rest. · · 

His donkey and cart and black dog made 
·him an· object of special interest with the
boys, but I am sorry to add that we some-
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times took advantage of his inoffensive dis
position to tease and annoy him in many 
ways. 

Though often sorely tried, the old man 
never retaliated, and it was a matter of the 
greatest wonder to us that he did not use 
his whip nor allow his dog to interfere with 
us, whatever the provocation might be. 

One day, however, my thoughts in reference 
to Aleck were turned into another channel. 

I had occasion to visit his cottage, and I 
found him seated at the table with his Bible, 
and a number of religious magazines beside 
him. 

He soon drew me into conversation, _and 
in earnest, kindly tones spoke to me of my 
soul and its interests. 

For some time previous to this the Lord 
had been dealing with me, and I was really 
concerned about my sins, and about the 
prospect of having to meet a holy God, so 
Aleck found an attentive listener. 

He spoke of the danger of trifling with 
matters of such importance, and also of the 
willingness of the Lord Jesus to save every 
needy, burdened one who came to Him. 

From that day I regarded Aleck in a new 
light. I now knew the reason why he did 
not care to join with the crowd i� their giddy 
pleasures, and why he could afford to bear 
the rude treatment of the thoughtless boys 
without a murmur, for he had resources to 
which most in that village were total strangers. 

Aleck had a Father whose changeless love 
sustained him day by day (John xiv. 23, 
xvi. 27); and a Saviour and Friend with
whom he could hold the most intimate
communion. (J.ohn xv. 15, 16.)

He knew for a certainty that his sins were 
all forgiven (r John ii. 12, Heb. x. q); that 
he would never come into judgment (John v. 
24); and that he was a member of the body 
of Christ, and an HEIR . OF GLOR v. ( 1 Cor. 
xii. 27, Rom. viii. 17-30.)

No wonder then, since all this was true of
him, that Old Aleck should be a misunder
stood man ; and yet these wonderful bless
ings are the portion of every true believer in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Are you, dear reader, one of this highly
favoured company? If not, let me ask you 
seriously to consider what will be the end
of your pathway. 

If you pass out of time in your present 
condition, your doom for all eternity will be 
sealed. 

Can you bear the thought of being banished
for ever from God's holy. presem:e, to find 
yourself in that place of endless weeping 
(M�,t!,;, xxv. 30 ), where mercy's • voice will 
neva.i r_each your ear; where no ray of 
gospel pght will ever illumine· the dreary 
gloom of those dark realms of everlasting 
night? 

Aleck has long since passed away to his 
home of_ rest. Many of those who knew him 
well have. also crosse·d time's boundary-line, 
and their-:Qodies are mouldering in the.quiet 
village ch_urchyard; but you are here to-day, 
and WHY? Is it not because God is gracious 
and longsuffering toward vou ? 

May th.is brief reference to a humble 
follower of the despised Nazarene be used of 
the Lord. to lead your heart away from the 
empty, unsatisfying pleasures of this poor, 
vain \\:orl<l, to find its portion and its 
treas�.re· "where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal." (Matt. vi. 20.) 

The only way to secure this. is by beij_eving 
the record which God has given concerning 
His Son, that tells poor needy sinners how 
Jesus has died, "the Just for the unjust, that 
He might bring us to God" ( r Peter iii. r8); 
how sin's judgment has been borne, how 
He who bore it is crowned with glory and 
honour at God's right hand (Heb. ii. 9); and 
that now God is free to publish in the ears 
of perishing sinners His glorious message of 
life and salvation. 

Listen,· dear reader, and may your sour 
drink in t.he life-giving words of eternat 
truth: 

"God so· 1oved the world, that He GAVE

His only begotten Son, that WHOSOEVER

believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
EVERLASTING Llf'E." (John iii. r6.) 

G. F. E� 
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THE TWO ROADS. 

THE BROAD. 

Its gate is wide. 
(Matt. vii. I 3.)

Its way is dark. 
(Prov. ii. I 3.)

Its paths are false. 
(Prov. xiv. 12.)

It is crowded by those
who forsake God(Isa. i. 4), 
who do· iniquity_ 

(Isa. lix. 3), 
who serve the devil 

(John viii. 44).

It leads to
Misery (Rom. ii. 9), 
Death (Rom. vi. 21),
Judgment 

(Matt. xii. 36),

I ts end is HELL, where "there shall be
wailing and gnashing
of teeth." (Matt. xiii. 42.)

THE NARROW. 

Its gate is straight. 
(Matt. vii. 14.)

Its way is light. 
0ohn viii. 12.)

Its paths are truth. 
(Ps. xxv .. 10.)

It is trodden by those
who forsake sin 

( I Pet. iii. 10, I I),
who do the will of 
µad (Maitt,• vii: 21),
who serve �e

Lord Ch,rist 
(Col. �ii. 24).

It leads toHappiness ( Psa. lxiy. 10),
Life ( Matt. vii 14),Eternal Glory 

(1 Peter v.-10).
Its end is HEA'.VEN,where there "is fulness of joy," and " pleasures for ever

more." ( Ps. xvi. 1 I.) 

"HE IS MY SAVIOUR THEN.'1

OOR old Mary was nearly eighty
years of age. She had been
brought to a sense of her need
of salvation, but remained for a

long time without finding rest for her
troubled, wearied soul. 

. One day she was visited, as she had been
many times before, by an earnest Christian
preacher, who sought once again to point
her to Christ as an all-sufficient Saviour. The
subjoined conversation, which is given in the

, preacher's own words, will show that at last
hi_s labour was rewarded. 

"Now, Mary, let us just read one verse, 
and see what God's own book says about
sin, and the putting away of sin." I then
read the words, so well known, "All we like
sheep have gone astray." Looking up, I.
said, "You know that's true of you, don't
you, just as I know it's true of me?"
"Yes, yes," she replied ; "the Lord knows I
have done nothing else but go astray all my
life." "Then it goes on to say," I remarked, 
"' vVe have turned every one to his own
\vay.' That is, we have not all. sinned in the

READER, MARK! same \vay, but we have all disregarded God's
On this side you have Andonthisside youfind• way and God's will, and have lived to our-

DEATH ! LIFE! · selves, shutting God out ·or our heart and
DAMNATION! SALVATION·! out of. our life." "That's just the truthSATAN! Goo! about me, master, and now I'm nearly

eighty .years old. That's just been my life. Along which of these roads are ,you God has been shut out, and now He'shastening? for in one or the other you most shutting me out. I tell you, it's no use forcertainly are. Are you on the way to Goo you to talk to me about mercy. Mercy ain'tand HEAVEN? or to SATAN and HELL?' A ,, . . . . . for such as me. mistake, 1f contmued to the end, will be I waited a few moments • then I said fatal. '.' For what shall it profit a man_, if �e ·"Hut we. have only read tw�· parts of th�sh�ll ?,am the w��le world, and lose,?is �
J

wn_ verse; let us read the other part. Twosoul? (M�rk vm. 36.) . . i.!· · parts we know are true; surely the other partWhere will yo4 spend eternity.'? .. 11,.. must also be true! Now this is the other:. (Extracted.) . 'And the· Lord hath laid on Him the-------- iniquity of us all.'" I read the words
"THERE IS, THEREFORE, NOW 

NO CONDEMNATION 
TO THEM WHICH ARE;: IN. CHRIST 

JESUS." ROM. viii. 1 � 

slowly, and the poor old woman lay perfectly
still for a minute or more; then partly
raising herself, and with a look of eager
interest, she said, "Master, read that again."
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I read the words again. There were some 
gleam_s of brightne,ss _ quite perceptible on 
her features, and after a little pause she 
begged me to read the words once more. 
Then she inquired, "Does it say 'of ,us 
all' 7" "Yes," I replied� "and that m��t 
mean you and me." Sitting up, and lifting' 
her thin hand, she said, with emphasis and 
with intense joy, cc Oh, I see it, I see it ! 
The blessed Saviour has borne it all.. He is 
my Saviour, then ! Oh, what mercy ! what 
mercy!" 

She now rejoiced in Christ, and, when 
the "home-call" came, she passed away in 
perfect peace. 

Her soul rested on the word of Him 
who "cannot lie," and who cc cannot deny 
Himself." If He had spoken she had but 
to believe, although the news seemed to her, 
as it does to multitudes, "too good to be 
true." 

We have but to take a right position to 
find that God's grace abounds over all our 
sin, and that though our iniquity has been 
great, yet His goodness far exceeds it all. 

There are many souls around us in Mary's 
condition. They know that they are sinners, 
and feel that they are not ready to die; and 
while hoping that God may have mercy 
upon them at the last (for they have a 
sense that there is goodness in His heart 
even for such as they are), they have no 
true rest nor peace. To such �he blessed 
gospel, in, its simplicity and fulness, is 
indeed like cc cold waters to a thirsty soul ; " 
when they learn that God Himself is for 
them, and that He has shewn ttiem His love
in giving His own Son to die for them while 
they were yet sinners, and has proved His 
satisfaction with the work which Christ has 
wrought, by raising Him from the dead. 

Not only is there the work of Christ to 
provide salvation for us ; but God Himself 
sends by His word in the Scriptures the 
blessed tidings for our assurance, that by 
Christ cc all _that believe are justified from all 
things." cc Being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." (Romans v. 1. ) 

Go<;l would have believers joying in 
Himself, and knowing that to them is given 
the w9pdrous pi;.ivilege of taking their place 
in His_presez:ic_e as His children. 

THE PURSUIT OF PLEASURE, nHERE is a well-known picture 
in which a floating figure of 
Pleasure is depicted.. Hurrying
after it are men, women, and 

children .of all iades in society. Vainly 
they ende:avour to grasp the fleeting form. 
It ever eludes them, and they see not that 
they are surging on towards the edge of 
a dread abyss. A,lready many have fallen 
over the p���ipice ; but the others rush on, 
heedipg n0t �he cries of those -who have 
becorhe victims of their infatuation. 

Is: pot tqis a-true illustration of the blind
ness: of the present age? 

All that tnis world ·· holds out for its 
votaries fails to satisfy the craving of man's 
heart. 

One strJ.1ggles for a position of eminence 
among his fellows, and finds, if successful, 
that that which he thought would confer: 
happiness has only increased his responsi
bility and sorrow. 

Another amasses wealth, and discovers 
that the mammon of this world can bestow 
no true satisfaction, that happiness has 
still escaped his hand. 

So it is with everything that the natural 
heart holds dear. Vexation of spirit meets 
man at every turn. Apart from the Creator 
the creature can kno,.,.· no abiding joy. Re
fusing His claims, rebelling against Him, 
no lastini ��ppin,�s.s or peace is. possible. 

Death' blights all merely human prospects, 
showing -.its power more where much of the 
world's store has been attained, and ever 
nipping in the bud the hopes· and longings 
of the heart. 

Judgment, too, with its appalling terrors, 
rises in its reality before the conscience, and 
ro?s man of the peace of mind he fain would 
gam, 

• 
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Yet he presses on, believing that the 
future will yield what the past and the 
present have denied, and, duped and de
ceived, he goes on his waY. towards eternal 
destruction. 

I 

God Himself warns thee, my reader. 
Attend even now to His word. " Riches 
profit not in the day of wrath." " What shall 
it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul ? " 

Art thou selling thy soul, my reader? 
At what price? I. F. 

ADORNING THE DOCTRINE. 

IJ 
UREL Y tl?.�re can be .i;io higlw-
honour on earth than that which 
is conferred upon the believer in 
that he is allowed to "adorn the 

doctrine of God our Saviour in all things." 
This privilege is not reserved for a specially 

chosen or gifted few, but it is the portion 
of the youngest and feeblest Christian. 

The following simple incident will serve 
to show that even children may share in the 
honour of which we are speaking. 

" I like your knife and fork better than 
your brother's," said a visitor to a little girl 
one day. The table was spread for dinner 
at the time. Without making any reply, the 
child watched an opportunity, and walking 
round the table, she quietly removed her 
brother's knife and fork, and placed her 
own where his had been ; as much as to 
say, "If mine are best, then he shall have 
them." 

Surely this was one way of adorning the 
doctrine. 

Even the angels in heaven hav.e not the 
honour of doing what converted children 
can. Ang�lg, . w� are told, " �xc!!l in 
strength " and " do His commandments, 
hearkening unto the voice of His word." 
(Psalm ciii. 20.) They own the claims of 
their Creator, they wait upon Him continu
ally, and obey Him immediately; (Isa. vi. 6.) 

but the honour of adorning the doctrine of 
God our Saviour has been reserved for sin
ners saved by grace. 

It is in the little things of everyday life 
that the child of God may beautify the 
Gospel,teaching. But we-must bear in mind 
that, while a little thing will embellish the 
doctrine, a very little tl)ing will also often 
disfigure it, and be like the dead flies in the 
apothecary's ointment, which, we read, 
cause it "to send forth a stinking savour." 
(Eccl. x. 1.) 

In the scripture first referred to servants 
are exhorted "to be obedient unto their own 
masters, and to please them well in all 
things ; not answering again . . . . that they 
may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things." (Titus ii. 9, 1 o.) By pleasing 
their masters- they adorn the doctrine. ·when 
the Lord Jesus "took upon Him the form of 
a servant" He served faithfully, suffered 
wrongfully, and bore it patiently. "When 
He was reviled, reviled not again ; when He 
suffered, He threatened not " ( 1 Peter ii. 
23); and- thus He became the perfect ex
ample for those who follow Him. · 

Christian slaves might find it a very diffi
cult matter to please an unconverted master 
or mistress at all times, but they were re
sponsible to seek to do so, and when they 
succeeded they had the joy of knowing they 
had adorned the doctrine. And even sup
posing, after doing their best, they failed to 
please them, they will not fail to have pleased 
Go� 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, who was 
taken from earth to heaven without dying, 
had, before his translation, this testimony, 
that-· be pleased God. (Heb. xi. 5.) In 
Genesis v. we read, " Enoch walked with 
God," and no doubt he made it his constant 
study to please Him; and God answered 
this by letting him know before He took 
him home that He was well ple��ep. with 
him. If is a blessed thing wnen the children 
of God have the sense of His approval in 
what they do and say. This was doubtless 
everything to Enoch. May it be everything 
to us. Let us remember it is just as easy to 



6 SCATTERED SEED. please God now as it was in Enoch's day; and even if we displease our fellow-men in seeking to glorify Him, our one object should be to seek to gain His approval. It is, then, as we have said, the privilege . of every converted person to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. May every heart appreciate the grace which has saved and separated us for such a purpose, and placed us in such an honoured and happy position. H. H. 
H JESUS DIED FOR ME.H" RT 'S very sweet that Jesus died for me." Such were the simple words which fell from the lips of one who was clearly nearing the end of a short but weary life. Though only seventeen, he had hardened himself against the grace of God until he was on the very verge of eternity. Then the goodness of God brought him to repentance. When I first called to see him, I found that he had been obliged to keep his bed for many months, and was suffering most excruciating pain. Although the truth had been often put before him, he had no sense of his lost condition, and therefore thought little of the love of a Saviour�God. I spoke to him - about his soul, and he owned that he was, like all others, a sinner, and that the Lord Jesus Christ died for sinners, but the acknowledgment was made in such a way that there seemed no heart-work in it. The word of God was then read ; such passages being turned to as described what he was before God, to show him that being in his sins he was· "lost,'_' "guilty," and "condemned already," because he had not believed on the name of the only-begotten Son of God. Then the truth as to Christ, how He "came into the world to save sinners "; "died for all"; and "gave Himself a: ransom for all," was presented. 

"If you were one of a number of starving people," I asked, "and some kind person provided an abundant meal, which all were told that they were most welcome to partake of, would your hunger be satisfied if you !'.lid not eat? So is it as to the salvation of your soul. You must receive Christ for your OWN Saviour." This was pressed upon him, and much more was added during my after visits. Gradually the ligl)t $h..one in, and one evening-it proved to be his last-between the paroxysms of pain, he gladdened my heart by saying, "It's very sweet that Jesus died for me." Being asked by another Christian later on upon what he was resting his soul for eternity, he replied, "On the precious blood of Christ." Shortly after this he departed to be with Christ, which is far better. Presume not, my reader, to think that God's longsuffering may linger thus over you, but flee even now to Christ. Look unto Him, and you will know the blessedness of salvation, and will have the privilege, which this young man never had, of living on earth for Him, whose precious blood was shed upon the tree for you. t t

HAVE YOU COME? IIHE three Persons of the blessedTrinity invite you to COME for blessing. God Himself, in Isaiah i. 18, says, "COME now, and let us reason together . . . though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." God the Son, in that loving call in Matt. xi. 28, says, "Co�rn unto Me, all ye thatlabour and are heavy laden, and I will giveyou rest."· God the Holy Ghost has come into thisscene of sin and misery with the invitation, "COME; for all things are now ready." (Luke xiv. r 7.)Come now ! The time is short. It willsoon be too late. W. H. B. 
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THE ONLY WAY, 

ARRICK-A-REDE; or, "The 
Rock in the Road," is situated· 

- on the Coast of Antrim. It is
an isolated mass of basalt rising
precipitously from the sea. The

chief item of interest connected with this 
celebrated spot is the fact that it is connected 
with the mainland by a swinging rope bridge. 
This bridge, which is sixty feet long and 
eighty feet above the sea level; is formed of 
two cables running side by side four feet 
apart, and fixed to iron rings let into the 
rocks at the ends. Across these cables 
planks are placed, and a hand rope com
pletes the provision. It is needless to say 
that few care to.venture on the frail stru_cture. 
The natives, however, see no danger,- but 
cross and recross with ease. It is the only 
way to and from their island home. 

In reading of it one is reminded of the 
narrow-·and ·only -way from the mainland of 
judgment to the island of blessing. Christ 
is that way-the only way by which a sinner 
may find both escape from judgment and 
access to blessing. Few indeed are they who 
cross, for men believe neither the tidings of 
coming judgment, nor the wondrous good 
news which the gospel brings, and which 
tells not only of forgiveness and deliverance 
from judgment, but of wondrous favours 
and privileges bestowed by God upon all 
those who believe on His Son. Those who 
have crossed taste alreaciy the blessedness 
and joys of their new position. 

They are children of God, heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Christ. (Romans viii. 1�,

17.) 
The Holy Spirit dwells within them, and 

they cry, "Abba, Father;" for in Christ 
Jesus they are made nigh to God by the 
blo.od of. Christ,. and they know tl)at "the. 
Father Himself loveth" them. (Gal. iv. 6; 
Eph. ii. 13; John xvi. 27.) 

Even in view of the day of judgment they 
have n9t fear, but boldness; for "as He is, 
so are" they "in this world." And they are 

expecting the Son of God from heaven to 
call them into His presence to be with Him 
and like Him for ever. ( r John iv. 17 ; 
r Thess. i. ro; 1 John iii. 2.) 

Meanwhile they know that all things work 
together for their good ; that the Lord Jesus 
is their great High Priest at God's right hand, 
and that they are cared for with a ceaseless 
care. (Romans viii. 28 ;. Heb. vii. 24, 25;
r Peter v. 7.) 

'These are but a few of the manifold 
benefits believers know. Are they_ yours? 

Have you crossed the narrow way? Thank 
God it is perfectly safe. 

We might rightly shrink from committing 
ourselves to the swinging bridge at Carrick
a-rede, though if our lives depended upon 
getting across we should rpost likely make 
the .venture; but we need not fear to commit 
ourselves to Christ, for none ever perished 
who relied upon Him, and Him alone. 

r: F. 

A, B, C. 
NOTES OF AN ADDRESS TO THE YOUNG. 

HAT is the first thing that you 
are taught when you go to 
school? 

"A, B, C." 
Just so. The little child 

comes running home from school, with his 
heart full of joy, to tell his mother that 
he has learned the A, B, C. And mother 
takes the little one up in her arms, and 
covers him with kisses, as though he had 
done some grand thing. How great is a 
mother'� love, and it should be cpunted 
among our chief earthly blessings. 

Many a child never knows a mother's 
love and a mother's care. Those who do 
should value them highly. It is very sad in 
th.e present day to see so many children 
disobedient and disrespectful to their parents. 
The word of God tells us it is a sign of the · 
last days (2 Tim. iii. 2), and it contains 
solemn warnings for those who dishonour 
.their parents. In Proverbs xxx. 17 we read, 
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"The eye that mocketh at his father, and de- 'this chapter in John's Gospel we see two 
spiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the men who had learned the A, and the moment 
vall�y shall pick it out, and the young eagles they heard John the Baptist sound out the B 
shall eat it." How v:ery solemn that is ! I -" Behold the Lamb of God "-they fol
beheve the meaning of the text to be that lowed Jesus. They said, as it were, ""That 
those who are disobedient and disrespectful is just the One we want. vVe want a 
to their parents will come to a bad end. SAVIOUR, and there He is ; and we will 
God's sure and swift Judgment will come upon have Him." 
the evildoer. It is well lmown tbat those It is a great thing for the sinner to find out 
who despise their parents when young turn that ·he -needs .salvation, and .to seek a 
out very badly later on. So think of this, Saviour; but there is something even better 
dear children , and remember the scripture than that. Who can tell me what it is? 
which says, ·" Children, obey your parents in ·" It is when he finds out that the Saviour
the Lord: for this is right." (Eph. vi. 1.) • seeks _the sinner."

Now, to go on with our subject, What is Ah! yes, that's better still, is it not? A 
the first letter in the alphabet ? poor sinner might feel the need of a Saviour 

" A." ever so much, but unless he kl'lew that the 
Yes. I have in my mind a text which Saviour had sought, and suffered for, him he 

begi�s .with the -letter A, -and- it is .. �he .Jirst would .b.e .. nwi:e .. mise.rable than e':er. And 
letter, so to speak, of God's alphabet-the this brings us to the third letter, the "C." 
first thing a sinner has to learn. Who can Now ,vho can tell me the text, beginning 
tell me what it is? with "C," which tells the poor sinner that 

"-' All ha.ve sinned.'" (Rom . .iii. 23,). c.the..Sp.vi_our calls him?
_ That is it. The first thing which God "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and 

teaches the sinner is that he is included in are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 
the text "ALL HAVE SINNED." (Matt. xi. 28.) 

Yes, that is the " C,"Some are very slow to learn this first letter. 
They try to pass it by, and to go on to the "COME UNTO ME." 
next, but God will not have that. You must Does it not seem to invite even the biggestlearn the first letter first. Theri, when the sinner on the face of the earth to come?"A" is learned thoroughly, you will be ready \1/hen the poor sinner' hears that "C" heto go on with the B. "ALL HAVE SINNED" knows. that the way is clear. He meetsmust he drilled right down into your soul, the Saviour, and the Saviour meets him.and when it has really reached you in its 'Nhat a meeting that is, and each is suited,true meaning you will change it a little. the one to the other.Instead of saying "ALL have sinned," you Js there any sinner here this evening who will say, like the returning prodigal in Luke has learned the A? If so, let me sound outXv.' " I have s1'nned." the B-" Behold the Lamb of God." Be-Gqd,. in . the scrjpture, · says to yo.11,,, .. " ALL.- hold Him on CalvaTy's cross; behold Him have sinned" ; and when you are convinced there suffering for sins, "the Just for the of this you say lo Hi'm "I have sinned." unjust, that He might bring us to God" Then you may come to the "B." · (1 Peter iii 18) · and behold Him now in_The �inner who has .re.ally leatned the. ·heaven!-&- br-ighte;t glory."A" wants the "B." Now, who can tell 
me what the " B " is ? 
"BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GoD." (John i. 29.)

Yes. The moment you lean) that you are 
a sinner you feel the need of a Saviour. In 

"But," you say, "will He receive me? 
I have been such a great sinner." 

Let Him answer your question Himself. 
He it is who says "Come unto Me." Is not 
that enough ? He can do no more to save
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you ; He can say no more to welcome you. 
Look at His loving arms wide open to 
receive you ; listen to His loving voice 
calling-" Come ! Come ! ! CoME ! ! ! " And 
He says, " Him that cometh to Me I will in 
no wise cast out." (John vi. 3 7.) 

T. M.

A HIDDEN GRAVE, 

ROBABLY many of those who 
peruse this magazine are well 
acquainted with the story of 
the mighty Alaric th� . Goth. 
But as his history may be un-

in their sins will stand before God's throne 
of righteousness to be judged according to 
their works. Alaric's grave will have to give 
up its contents, for everyone shall give an 
account of himself to God. None can 
escape that tribunal. 

Remember there is only one hiding-place 
from the judgment which is coming, and 
that is the Lord Jesus. He is the only safe 
refuge. There every soul that comes may 
hide, for He has said; "I am the door : by 
Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved." 
(John x. 9.) A. W. 

A GREAT SALVATION .. 
known to some of the readers I will just 
say a few words concerning him. " ER Y soul was saved ! " Such 

.were the words, in clear, bold 
type, that met the eye on most 
of the posting-stations in a large 
seaport town some time ago. 

About the year 409 A.D. the _Romans -had 
a very weak-minded, indolent· king .named 
Honorius, of whom the surrounding bar
barous nations took great advantage. 

The Goths at this time had a very able 
warrior called Alaric. He made war with the 
Romans, _ conquered them, pillag�d their 
city, and took many of them prisoners. But 
after he had sacked Rome his avarice was 
not satisfied; he then coveted the beautiful 
island of Sicily, and determined to acquire it. 

He therefore prepared his troops for this 
purpose ; but the first fleet was scattered 
by a furious tempest, and before he could 
renew the attempt he fell ill and died. It 
was the custom among the heathen nations 
to hide their warriors' graves lest the enemy 
should find them. So the Goths employed 
a number of their captives to turn the course 
of the river Busentimus in order to make a 
grave for their king ; and Alaric, .. with some 
of his richest spoils, was buried in this 
singular tomb. The waters were restored to 
their .usual channel, and all who had b�en 
engaged in the work were slain on the spot, 
that the place of interment might remain for 
ever secret. A.D. 410.

While thinking of the hidden grave of the 
mighty Alaric, we should do well to remember 
that solemn day when the sea _shall give up its 
dead, and the small and great who. have died 

These placards told of a picture then on 
view, descriptive of the gallant rescue of 
seven hundred and thirty-five precious souls 
from a watery grave. 

The Danmark-for such was the name of 
the ill-fated vessel-had steamed from a 
foreign port with a party of emigrants on 
board. All went well for about fifteen days, 
when the shaft of the engine broke, knocking 

. a large hole in her· side, through which the 
water poured rapidly. All efforts to check it 
proved unavailing, and at last the terrible 
fact dawned upon those on board that the 
vessel was doomed. Hope of saving her 
there was none. Boats they had, but the 
sea was running too high to launch them, 
so nothing but death stared them in the face. 

Unsaved reader, let us pause in the 
narrative for a moment to ask you, \Vhat 
is your condition as you .read these lines? 
'Death, judgment, and an eternity of woe lie 
ah�ad of you. Consider, we beseech you, 
your awful position. The prospect of a 
watery grave, with no help near, may be 
terrible to contemplate; but what is your 
prospect? A_Christless grave and an eternal 
hell ! AppaJ}ing in.deed was the position of 
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those poor emigrants. Eagerly they scanned 
the horizon, - hoping that perchance a sail 
might be seen. In their distress they 
prayed, sang hymns, and whispered together 
m groups. 

How many will pray in a coming day when 
it is too,Jate, and all hope of salvation is 
past ! How many will cry when crying will 
be of no avail ! Let your call- be heard 
NO\V, and He whose arm is not shortened 

that it cannot save, nor His ear heavy that it 
cannot hear, will answer you speedily, and 
deliver your soul. 

\Vhen hope had well-nigh fled, a welcome 
sight met their gaze-a sail was at last espied. 
Anxious moments ensued. Would their 
signals be seen ? 

Gradually, to their joy, the vessel bore 
down upon them, for their flag of distress 
had been observed, and succour was at hand. 
What joy was theirs as it drew nearer and 
nearer, and at last hailed them !

The brave captai·n who had come to their 
aid instantly began the rescue. The lifeboats 
were launched, and the work of transporting 
was begun. It was a dangerous task, owing 
to the heavy seas that were running. For 
five long hours they toiled until the last one 
was safely rescued from the rapidly-sinking 
ship, and "every soul was saved." 

Do, y_o.u say, "What a noble work ! " It 
was indeed a grand rescue ; but let me tell 

you of a far greater work than this, though 
few are heard to sing the praises of the One 
who accomplished it. 

Far away from God lay the world in sin 
and ruin, sinking down to its inevitable 
doom in the dark waters of eternal destruc
tion. " LosT " was a true description of the 
condition of every soul - man was without 
God, and without hope in the world. 

Man's extremity is ever God's opportunity, 
and when there was no arm to save, His own 
arm brought salvation.. "For God so loved 



12 GOOD NEWS FOR THE YOUNG. 

the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 
iii. 16.) The Son of His bosom came forth,
upon the cross He finished the work, there
His precious blood, which "cleanseth from
all sin," was shed; and now the wonderful
story is told in God's word, that every soul is
saved who trusts in that finished work.

"Come now, and let us reason together; 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they ·shall be as white as ··snow ; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool." (Isaiah i. 18.) 

" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved." (Acts xvi. 31.) 

"If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised Him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved." (Rom. x. 9.) 

Confess Him, then, as your Lord and 
Saviour, Believing on I{im in your heart, 
and, on the authority of His unchanging 
word, salvation is yours, your soul is saved.

E. E. N. 

SHADRACH, MESHAC� AND 

ABEDNEGO, 

OYS and girls are ever ready to 
hear a good story, and to listen 
attentively while it is read, or 
told to them, especially if it be 
a true one. 

Now the story I am going to tell you 
_ is perfectly true. It is in the Bible, in the 

third chapter of Daniel ; . and though you 
may have heard it before, I don't think you 
will be sorry if it is told again. 

Nebuchadnezzar, the heathen --king of 
Babylon, made an image of gold of immense 
size, and set it up in the plain of Dura. 

I After dedicating it in the presence of the 
noble and mighty men of his kingdom, a 
herald cried -aloud, "To you it is com
manded, 0 people, nations, and languages, 
that at what time ye hear the sound of the 

cornet, flute;1 harp, sackbut, psaltery, dul
cimer, and ail kinds of musick; ye fall down 
and worship the golden image that N ebu
chadnezzar the king hath set up : and 
wh(?SO falleth not down and worshippeth 
shall the same hour be cast into the midst of 
a burning fiery furnace." 

In obedience to this edict all his subjects, 
high and low, rich and poor, bowed them
selves 'at the sound of the fine music, before 
fore the huge golden idol. But Shadrach, 
·Meshach,·and-Abednego, thFee godly Jews who
had been taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar
in the reign of J ehoiakim, refused to bow
to this false god. They chose to obey God
rather than man, and God had said, " Thou
shalt not rriake unto thee any graven image,
or any likeness of any thing that is in
heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, ·or that is in the water under
the earth : thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them, nor serve them," &c. This
act of disobedience being reported to the
king, he, in his rage and fury, ordered them
to be brought before him, and repeated his
command in their hearing. They respect
fully, but firmly, refused to bow down to
or w0rship- the,•image the king had set up,
saying that their God could, if such were His
will, deliver them from the fiery furnace;
and even if He did not, they would not
serve this god, nor bow before it.

Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and
commanded that the furnace should be
heated seven times more than it was usually
heated, and that Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego should be bound, and cast into
it. So fierce was the heat of the fire that
the mighty men who were appointed to put
them. into it were themselves consumed by
the scorching flames.

\Vhat was the amazement of the king
when he looked into the furnace shortly
after to see four men lo9se walking about
unhurt in the midst of the fire, the fourth
having the similitude of the Son of God !

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the
mouth of the furnace, and called to Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego to come forth.
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In the presence of the king and �is cour
tiers they came forth without the smell 
of fire having passed on them, and without 
a hair of their heads being singed. 

Nebuchadnezzar then spake, and blessed 
the true God, who had sent His angel and 
delivered His servants that trusted in Him, 
and would not worship nor serve any god 
but their own God. He also issued a pro
clamation, that if any of his subjects spake 
anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego they should be cut 
in pieces, and their houses made a dunghill. 
He also promoted these three godly young 
men to high positions in the province of 
Babylon. 

Christian children may learn from this 
story that God is to be obeyed at all costs. 
It is right to obey kings, governors, and 
parents; but if they should order us to do some
thing·contrary to God's word-a thing which 
perhaps rarely occurs-we must obey God 
rather than man. \Ve may also learn, that if 
called upon to suffer for righteousness' sake 
we shall have Jesus with us in our trouble, 
whatever it may be. How precious this 
promise : " vVhen thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee ; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow thee : when 
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not 
be burned ; neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee.'•' (Isa xliii. 2.) 

I have read of a little girl who had a 
worldly, unconverted mother, who one 
evening sent her to have her supper alone in 
her bedroom. What do you think it was 
for? She noticed her little daughter bowing 
her head, and silently thanking God before 
she partook of her meals. This eccentricity, 
as she considered it, on the part of Daisy, so 
annoyed hei; that she. punished her for it. 
Do you not think Daisy must have had 
a sweet sense of the presence of Jesus 
at her lonely tea in her bedroom ? She 
had read in the gospels, that when He was 
on earth, before feeding the multitude, He 
took the loaves and "gave thanks," arid her 
desire to "learn of" Him brought on her 
her mother's displeasure. 

Now I would have a word with my 
unconverted readers. This "burning fiery 
furnace," into which Shadrach, Meshach, 
arid Abednego were cast, reminds me of 
another furnace we read of in the Bible. In 
some places it is called hell ; in others, the 
lake of fire. It was prepared for the devil · 
and his angels, but those who have died in 
their sins will most surely spend eternity there. 
Sometimes I think you do not really believe 
there is such a dreadful place, for if you did 
you would. nev.er rest- till- you were quite 
sure you would never "come into this 
place of torment." 

Oh, dear children, it is not God's will 
that you should perish. He "so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." To 
"perish," means to be cast into hell ; to have 
"everlasting life," means to be fitted for and 
to spend eternity in the glorious heaven above 
with God and with the Lord Jesus. This life 
is only to be had by faith in the Son of God, 
who died for our sins on the cross, and who 
was raised again for our justification. 

May you, dear boys and girls, get to know 
J��us as your own precious Saviour while� 
you are young, so that your journey through 
life-be it short or long-may end in the 
presence of God, where there is "fulness of 
joy"; and not in "the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone." 

M. S.S.

LOST IN A QUARRY. 

ROBABL Y many of the readers 
of Good Ne-dis have seen a 
stone quarry, but few of them 
will have insp�cted any of 
such large extent as that at 

Beer, in which there are long, dark, wind-
ing passages branching out in all directions.' 
These render it extremely dangerous for any 
to explore it without an experienced guide. 
Some of the workings have been long un-
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trodden by the foot of man, and in many 
places there �re deep pits filled with 
water. 

One day, some years ago, during the 
absence of the workmen, a party visited the 
quarry. , They had a candle, and thought 
they could get on very well without a 
guide.· 

After ,they had gone some short distance, 
their candle suddenly went out, and as they 
had no matches they were left in darkness. 
\\'hat were they to do ? How they wished 
the quarry-men had not left for the day. 
They cried out, but no one responded to 
their shouts, and they dared not move a step 
for fear of finding a watery grave in one of 
the deep pits. All night they remained in 
the same spot, hoping that in the morning 
they would be rescued. 

\Vhat an alarming position ! · One step 
and they might have been killed. Although 
you may not know it, you, if still in your 
sins, are in far greater peril. You are not 
in danger of being drowned in a pit of water, 
but 9f being cast into the lake of fire: You 
are not in jeopardy of being starved to death 
in a mine, but unless you are saved, death 

·and eternal separation from God will be your
portion. We seek not to frighten you, but
to warn you of your awful condition, now,
while there is a way of escape. You are a
sinner. God cannot have one sin in His
presence. But'there is a way for you to be
saved-" For God so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son, that who
soever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life." (John iii. 16.)
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved." (Acts xvi. 31.)

Delay then no longer. You may not be
alive_ to-morrow. Come to Christ now as
you are.

Those lost in the quarry had only to wait
till the men came to resume their work in
the morning, when they were found and
delivered.

You, by trusting the finished work of the
½ord Jesus Chris_t, may be saved, and /mow
that your sins are forgiven. W. H. B.

A LOST LIFE, 

_ HEN the steamer Washington 
was burned, one ·of• the passen
gers, on the first alarm of fire, 
ran to his trunk and took from 
it a large amount of gold and 

sil;ver· coin,- which h� ha9 car�fully stowed 
away, and loading his pockets, ran to the 
deck, and jumped overboard. 

As a necessary consequence, he went down 
immediately. Many were saved, but he was 
lost. His treasure was his ruin. 

Thus it is with multitudes as to their souls. 
Forsaking Him to whom they owe their 

being, they serve other gods. The honours, 
wealth, praise and pleasures of the world, 
captivate their hearts and lead them on to 
their destruction. They lose their souls to 
obtain the vanities of a dying and doomed 
world. 

H HE SHALL GATHER THE LAMBS WITH.ttIS 
ARM1 AND CARRY THEM IN HIS BOSOM,"

81 ITT LE c.hild, are your feet treading
Unseen paths of light, 

L�ading to the '' many mansions" 
Fair and bright? 

Are you sheltered by the Saviour 
'Neath His wing of love? 

Is your heart filled with the sunlight 
From above? 

When He comes the jewels to gather 
For His diadem, 

Will you, in that crown of splendour, 
Be a gem? 

By your works you cannot enter 
The bright realms of God ; 

This must be your claim to glory
fesus' blood. 

You can never find a ransom 
Great enough for God; 

He has found one-Jesus paid it 
With His blood. 

Come then to the loving Shepherd, 
Nestle in His breast; 

Sacred place for little lamos to 
Find their rest. A.
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SCATTERED SEED. 

THE SETTLER'S CONVERSION, IIAR away in an American forest
a benighted traveller was re
joiced to see a twinkling light 
shining among the trees. He 
at once approached to a rude 

log-house, and found that its occupant was 
an aged man, who, while apologizing for the 
poor accommodation his dwelling could 
afford, welcomed him under his-roof. Having 
led the way to the stable, and provided for 
the welfare of the horse, he spread a plain 
meal for his guest. The latter· sought to 
draw his host into conversation, but without 
effect, until he spoke of the Lord Himself 
having nowhere to lay His head. Then his 
countenance brightened, for a spring had 
.been touched deep in his soul, and he gave 
upon request, a brief history of his life. 
He had been born and educated in New 
England, and in early life had been pros
perous; but owing to a flaw 'in his title
deeds, he was suddenly reduced to poverty. 
His wife died soon afterwards, and he had 
then retired to the lonely spot in which they 
then were found, thinking to spend his life 
alone, living on what he could take by fishing 
and hunting. His trusty mastiff dog was 
now his only companion. 

Nearly five years before he had been 
aroused by the barking of his dog, and 
then heard plainly loud cries of distress. 
Taking his lantern, dog, and gun, he sallied 
forth. It was the middle of winter, and the 
ground was deeply covered with snow. All 
was darkness. Having fired his gun to 
frighten the wolves, and lo give notice that 

' help was near, he awaited a reply, but only 
heard a faint wail of distress, distant and 
indistinct. 

Searching diligently amid the snow, he 
failed to discern any trace of human beings, 

and was about to return to his home, when 
the dog bounded towards him with a hand
kerchief in his mouth. 

Following the animal, he retraced his 
steps, and found a horse's bridle and saddle; 
and going further discovered, almost buried in 
the snow, an old man with a child of about 
twelve years folded in his arms. They were 
both conscious, but faint, and almost stiff 
with cold. With difficulty he assisted them 
to his hut, and cared for them to the utmost 
of his ability. 

In a few days both were recovered in some 
measure, and the old man was able to give 
an account of how he and the child-a little 
girl-came to be in such peril. He was a 
missionary journeying through the district, 
and on the day he reached the cottage had 
encountered a party of Indians just returning 
from a raid against a white settlement some 
sixty miles distant. They were laden with 
plunder, and had the little girl as a captive. 
The Indians knew and respected him, and 
allowed him to ransom the child. ·when 
they were gone from him �e had been ov.er
taken by the storm, and but for the timely 
assistance rendered must have perished, for 
his horse had fallen, and was too feeble to 
rise, and walking being almost impossible, 
both had sunk fatigued and exhausted, when 
they were succoured by the settler. 

The exposure proved too much for the 
missionary's weakened powers ; a sickness 
followed, and gradually his life ebbed away. 
He felt that he would not recover, and 
earnestly pleaded with the cottager as to his 
soul's salvation. He however professed to 
disbelieve the gospel message, and stated his 
opinion that there would be no judgment. 
Little by little, however, the truth laid hold 
upon his conscience, while the whole bearing 
of the dying man could not but affect his heart. 

"Make sure of your own salvation ; lay 
aside all your false notions ; believe on the 
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Saviour, and He will save you. 
prayed for you, and. cannot but 
shall meet in heaven." 

I have the apostle Paul, while exhorting believers 
hope we to be obedient to those in power, ready to 

Such were the dying man's last words to 
his rescuer. In a little while he had passed 
into the presence of his Lord. 

The years had rolled their course, and then 
Harriet-for such was the child's name
had sickened and died, leaving the settler 
alone once more. 

But how different was his condition now. 
The light of a Saviour's love had lightened 
his dark he3:rt, and it was brightened with 
the knowledge of God and of His grace .. 

Thus the Lord plucked another brand 
from the burning, seeking him in the distance 
of his lonely log-hut, in order that He might 
bless him with His great salvation. 

'\Vell may we sing-
" God moves in a mysterious way, 

His wonders to perform ; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea, 

And rides upon the storm.'' 

Everything is swayed by His almighty 
hand for the blessing of His loved ones. 
None are beyond His reach. His grace· is 
without a limit. May every reader taste its 
s,:veetness and live for His praise. 

"THE KINDNESS OF GOD," 

TITUS iii. I-7. 

S
URELY there is no theme, which 
can possibly occupy the mind of 
man, fraught with deeper interest 
and importance than ," the kind

ness of God." This should engage the 
attention of all of Adam's race ; for none 
are excluded from its effects, and all may 
partake of the blessings resulting from its 
appearance. 

Upon the dark night of man's history the 
light of grace has shone in all its silvery 
brightness; the depths of human ruin and 
evil affording but a sombre background, 
which the better displays the beauties of 
divine favour. 

In the scripture to which I have turned 

every good work, and meek towards all men, 
takes occasion to show that once no differ
ence existed between those who now were 
freed, and those who were still the willing 
slaves of Satan. He calls attention to the 
pit whence they were digged, saying, "We 
ourselves also were sometimes foolish, dis
obedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, 
and hating one another." (v. 3.) 

\Vhat a black list of sin and iniquity is 
given here. Every true Christian may heartily 
thank God that He has caused a distinction 
to exist benveen the world around us and 
"we ourselves." Let us look a little at what 
we were, ever remembering that grace alone 
has brought about the change. 

"Foolish." Now that our eyes are opened, 
we can perceive how great Ol;lr folly was. 
Lacking the wisdom which comes from above 
we pursued our own evil path. Like sheep we 
went astray, turning every one to his own way. 

"Disobedient." Our own wills swayed us, 
and we heeded not the claims of our Creator. 
Carrying out our own purposes, we acted 
lawlessly, like Adam, and set at nought the 
requirements of our God, asking, as it were, 
"VVho is Lord over us?" 

"Deceived." Taken in and duped by the 
devil, we were unwittingly fulfilling his will. 
Thinking we were free, we were ourselves in 
the bondage of corruption. Deceived by 
him who deceiveth the whole world. 

" Serving dt"vers lusts and pleasures." 
Under the power of our inclinations the 
pleasures of sin attracted us, and we were 
controlled by the lusts which govern the age. 
Though earth's cisterns were all broken, we 
continually sought to quench our thirst at 
them, only to find that "vanity and vexation 
of spirit" was engraved on all. 

"Ltvz"ng t°n malz"ce and envy." Self-interest 
ruled our hearts, and the poison of asps was 
under our lips. '\Ve thought well of ourselves 1 
and envied others. 

"Hateful." Our whole course and conduct 
was thus devoid of everything lovely, and we 
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were corrupt and polluted, defiled and defiling 
those around us j without a single redeeming 
quality, we were utterly hateful. 

"Hating one another." Loving ourselves 
with all our heart, we cared not for others, 
nor thought of their well-being and prosperity. 

Is my reader questioning the truthfulness 
of the description ? Does he refuse to 
accept the representation of his· character? 
Let him remember that the words quoted 
are the words of Him in whose sight 
man's secrets are all revealed, who knows 
the· heart of man as man himself knoweth 
it not. He it is who has sa,id, "There 
is no difference: for all have sinne�, and 
come _short of the glory of God," and 
that "there is none righteous, no, not one"; 
"there is none that doeth good, no, not one." 
(Rom. iii. 10, 12, 22, 23.) 

" The kindness and love of God our 
Saviour toward man appeared.?' Marvel of 
marvels. \Vhen we were all this, then it was 
the kindness an� love of a Saviour-God were 
manifested. We loved Him not, but He 
loved us. We shunned His presence and 
feared His gaze ; but He sought us in infinite 
compassion, and spared not His own Son in 
the greatness of His grace. 

We were evil and unrighteous, "but God 
commendeth His love" (a love peculiar to 
Himself, and unknown among men)" toward 
us, in that; while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us." (Rom. v. 8.) 

" Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins." (1 John iv. 10.) 

What unparalleled kindness ! What un
speakable love ! Thus it is that the gospel 
takes its rise in the very heart of God, and 
flows to us by way of the cross of Calvary. 

"Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done." The apostle sweeps aside all 
human pretensions to merit. Salvation is not 
by law-keeping nor by goodness on the part 
of man. In God's way of blessing for His 
guilty creature all glorying in the flesh is 
shut out. It is "not of works, lest any man 
should boast." The natural heart would 
gladly have the credit of working its own 

deliverance, of accomplishing its own salva
tion. But this can never be. It is written, 
"He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." 
Thus it is 

"According to Hz's mercy He saved us." 
Yes, all of grace from first to last ! Nothing 
but this could meet us in our truly awful 
condition; nothing but sovereign, unmerited 
mercy could lift us up for blessing. We 
deserved nothing but wrath and judgment. 
The only wages we could claim were death 
and doom, but He saw us in our need, and 
in mercy gave His Son to meet all His holy 
claims and answer every demand of right
eousness, in order that He might come out 
in fullest, freest grac�, and save �s from 
everlasting banishment and from the power 
of sin and Satan, setting us in perfect liberty 
before Himself free from our fears and foes. 

" By the was/ting of regeneration, and re
newing of the Holy Ghost/ which He shed on us 
abundantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour." 

The salvation provided by God is worthy 
of Himself in every way, carrying with it 
not only the forgiveness of sins, but a com
plete moral cleansing and the setting up of 
the believer in a new power altogether. He 
is born anew as well as justified. He was 
morally bad and corrupt. Within and with
out he was defiled. His nature, habits, 
thoughts, and desires were all evil. God 
gives him a new nature, that is able to 
delight in' Himself and to find its joys in 
a new order of things into which he is intro
duced in a risen Christ. 

He is born of the Spirit who also indwells 
his body (being shed on him abundantly) 
and gives power and direction, joy and love. 
He abides with· the believer, unfolding to 
him more and more of the things of Christ 
which by grace are made ours. 

Then this salvation embraces the future 
too, for we read, " That, being just£jied by Hz's 
grace "-the grace of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ-" we should be made heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life." 

As already justified we can look for the 
glory of God with rejoicing. To be with 
Christ and like Christ j to share with Him 
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all that He can share with us; to be in the 
full delights of relationship with God as our 
Father, and in the -company of the Lamb, 
this is our expectation and our hope. 

How marvellous is the kindness of God. 
Vvell may we bask in its brightness and de
light in its fulness. 

Do you know it? Are you in the joy of 
the privileges it brings? I. F. 

"IT WILL NOT TAKE." " m E have engaged this room for
a few gospel meetings, Ralph, 
and we should be glad to get 
in as many as possible." 

"Yes, sir," said Ralph 
whose mother did the cleaning, lighting, &c., 
of " The Long Room " attached to the " In
dustrial Dwellings," "we will try to get them 
in; but, you see, they don't care much about 
that sort of thing ; their taste does not seem 
to run that way." 

"So you think the people will not come in 
to bear the story of God's love to sinn'ers ? " 

" I'm rather doubtful about it, sir. Two 
or three gentlemen have had the room be
fore for religious services, and they had to 
give it up in disappointment. I'm afraid it 
will not take." 

"It is a great pity the people here care so 
little about their souls' welfare. ,Vhat is the 
reason, do you think?" 

"\1/ell, sir, my opinion is that it is too 
solemn for them ; they like something lively. 
Some Good Templars had the place engaged 
for a while, and they had • funny readings, 
and songs, and recitations, and they crowded 
in to that. They needed no invitations tlum.
That suited them." 

"Well, Ralph, we mean to give them an
other trial with the grand old story of God's 

' grace to needy sinners. He can incline them 
to come and hear His message; but what do 
you think about those matters, my young 
friend? You and I have to give an account 
of ourselves to God. (Rom. xiv. 12.) Are 
you prepared for that event?" 

"No, sir, I could not say that; but I like 
to go to religious meetings." 

" It is all-important to be right about this 
question, Ralph. Going here or there will 
never save you. Only the blood of Jesus can 
make you fit for God's presence. But life is 
uncertain, and eternity may be very near.
' Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.' (John iii. 3.) See to 
it that your soul is safely sheltered before 
God's judgment-stroke descends on this guilty 
world." 

And so they parted. 
Have you, dear reader, ever wondered why 

there is so little ear for the story of God's 
amazing love; and such a keen relish for the 
passing, empty pleasures supplied by the 
prince of this world to delude souls to their 
destruction ? 

Let me point you to one or two scriptures 
which throw light upon it. In Rom. viii. 7 
we read that " the carnal mind is enmity
against God, for it is not su.bject to the law 
of God, neither indeed can be."

In I Cor. ii. 14, "The naturaL man' re
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned." 

This is the condition of every member of 
the human family, as born into this world. 
Need we then be surprised that people should 
shrink from listening to any testimony that 
would bring God before them? But let me 
tell you, dear unsaved friend, you must face
the question-now or hereafter. God exposes 
man to himself, by His word and Spirit, in 
order that He may be free to express His 
heart in all its fulness. 

Will you allow the truth of God thus to 
level you t'n the dust, so that the all-surpassing 
love of Christ may stream into your soul? 

Do you not see in all this the marvellous 
grace and wisdom of God in telling us so 
plainly the truth about ourselves, thus pre
paring our souls to receive the blessed com
munications of the gospel. Oh! how the 
grace of God is magnified in transforming a 
vile, guilty sinner into a happy heir of heaven! 



SCATTERED SEED. 19 Oh ! reader, if the mass of people· around you choose' to despise the sovereign grace of God, as revealed in the person of Christ, will youallow Satan to rob you of eternal_ salvation, the rivers of which are flowing so fresh to-day? Do you honestly take your place as a guilty sinner in His holy presence ? Then hear the words of God's blessed Son, THE SA VI OUR-" I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life FREELY." (Rev. xxi. 6.) You need not wait longer for salvation, dear needy one. Listen again. " Whosoever
will, LET HIM TAKE the water of life FREELY." (Rev. xxii. 1 7.) G. F. E. 

SINNER! THOU ART CALLED, 

R
N the courts of law if a man be called as a witness, no sooner is his name mentioned, though he may be at the end of the · than he begins to force his up to the witness box. Nobody says, "Why is this man pushing here ? " or, if they should say, "Who are you?" it would be sufficient answer to say, "My name was called." "But you are not rich, you have no gold ring on your finger." "No, but that is not my right of way : I was called." "Sir, you are not a man of repute, or rank, or character." "It matters not, I was called. Make way!" So make way, ye doubts and fears; ·christ calls the sinner. Sinner, come ; for though thou hast nought to recommend thee, yet it is written, "Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." (Extracted.) 

"THERE'S TIME ENOUGH YET I" �' �� FEW months ago a young girl-Constance E-, lay atthe point of death, brought thither by a severe inflammatory disease. Kind friends tended her with unremitting care, and all that medical 

skill could do was faithfully done, yet the fevered flush crimsoned her cheek, and the rapid pulse mounted higher and higher. It was pitiful to see her dry, parched lips, and to watch the struggle for breath and the restless eye, as she gazed almost ceaselessly round the room. Something was on her mind, evidently something that worried her, and added strength to the fever that was sapping her young life. In the intervals of consciousness one cry was continually on her lips, ' I am going to die, and I am afraid. I am afraid, for I know I am not a Christian. Mother, pray for me, pray for me!' "Who shall describe the bitter pang that rent that mother's heart as she recollected that she had never prayed, or taught her child to pray, and hence, in her time of greatest need, she could do nqthing to help or relieve her daughter's distress or her own! " In the midst oJ her perplexity Conny's Sunday-school teacher came in, and the sick girl's eyes lit up as they greeted her entrance. How eagerly the sad cry rang out, ' I am going to die, and I am afraid. Pray for me, pray for me!' Taking the burning hand in hers, the lady knelt down, and poured out her heart in a fervent petition to the Helper of the helpless, and the God of all comfort. As she closed, Conny's weak voice whispered, '0 God, if Thou wilt spare me now, I will seek Thee, I will give myself to Thee!' "Contrary to all expectation, from this time the dangerous symptoms abated, and a few weeks saw Constance completely restored to health. Did she remember her promise? Did she seek the Saviour? Alas ! no; the following months were spent in a ceaseless round of amusements. In vain her teacher reminded her of her broken vows. . . . She continued to turn a deaf ear, and her foolish heart was hardened. To all remonstrance she returned the S?me reply-
'THERE 's TIME ENOUGH YET, it is not likely I shall get ill again ; I am going to take extra care of myself.' " Matters went on so for a while, and then 
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a boating party, of which Constance was 
one, met with an accident. The boat upset, 
and Constance and her friends were plunged 
into the water. Rescued from a watery 
grave, she was carried home unconscious, 
and awoke only to the delirium of fever. 
She never regained her senses, and died cry
ing, 'Lost, lost eternally, and I was going to
be saved I'"

The above solemn narrative is reproduced 
here that its warning voice may sound in the 
ears of any of our readers who are frittering 
away the golden opportunities which the 
grace of God so ab!,lndantly gives. 

God is speaking in the gospel of His Son. 
You mean to be obedient to His call

you intend to seek His salvation some time. 
Listen then. He says, "To-day, if ye will 

hear His voice, harden not your heart." 

HIS STRENGTH OR OURS, DHERE is a French fable which 
tells of a father who was travers
ing a wild, mountainous region. 
He was accompanied by his two 

little children. At length they came to a 
most perilous pathway, and one of the 
children, seeing the danger, requested the 
parent to hold her hand, that she might be 
secure. The other child contented h�rself 
with holding two or three of her father's 
fingers in her feeble grasp. As they pro
ceeded the feet of both children slipped on 
the treacherous track,. and were in imminent 
jeopardy, for they were on the edge of an 
abyss. The child who had the-father's hand 
in hers let go her hold, and fell over the 
precipice. But the other was fast held in 
the father's grasp, and recovered her footing. 

So. runs the fable. What truth is it 
inten.ded to convey? It is this : There are 

THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL those who, by their own efforts and powers, 
seek to secure their safety on the journey of ii KNEW one who for many years life, and think, by works and goodness, to 

was seeking to ob!ain th� favour ensure heaven at last. Such are trusting in 
of God by keepmg His com- . themselves and relying on their own strength.
mandments. "I used to read · Such must perish, for God has said, "Cursed 

my Bible," she told me, "and it seemed to be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh 
condemn me everywhere ; it made me miser- flesh his arm, and whose heart depar.teth 
able. I have gone on my knees, and asked from the Lord." Then there are those who 
God to help me to live up to the command- distrust themselves completely, and cast 
ments; but the more I read and tried, the themselves entirely on the goodness and 
more miserable I got. But one day my eyes grace of God. To Him power and mercy 
fell on these words : belong, and His power and mercy combine 

for the blessing ·of all who commit them-
' THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST HIS SON selves to Him. His own voice comforts 

CLEANSETH us FROM ALL SIN'; · such, as He says of all His own, " They 
and I thought, 'Well then, the blood of shall never perish, neither shall any man 
Jesus Christ cleanses me from my sin'; and pluck them out of My hand.'' "'ell may the 
I belieye_d it, and praised God for it." She prophet say, 
had read that verse ( r John i. 7) often " Blessed is the man that trusteth in the 
before, but she had never in her heart Lord, and whose hope the Lord is : for he 
believed it till that day. Then her heart shall be as a tree planted by the waters, 
was filled with gratitude, and with devoted and that spreadeth out her roots by the 
love to God. Before the blood was precious; river, and shall not see when heat cometh, 
now it was precious to her. Reader, is the but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be 
blood precious to you? Is your sin careful in the year of drought, neither shall 
cleansed? · _ cease from yielding fruit."
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" 

ARITHMETIC. 

I. 

ET me a sum� please! Set me a 
���-I sum, please!" and with empty 

1 · slates the children press around 
their loved grandparent, that 
he may give them some occu

pation for their leisure, and each be provided 
with a problem to engage the attention. 

The young Christian has sums set for him 
to work out in the life, and patience and 
diligence are needed to gain the right result. 
Let us look at some of the different rules 
which Scripture gives us. First we will speak 
of 

ADDITION. 

"Giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to 
knowledge temperance; and to temperance 
patience ; and to patience godliness ; and to 
godliness brother! y kindness; and to brother! y 
kindness charity [ or love]. For if these things 
be in you, and abound, they make you that 
ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
(2 Peter i. 5-8.) If we put the sum in the 
usual form it would be thus :-

Faith. 
Virtue. 
Knowledge. 
Temperance: 
Patience. 
Godliness. 
Brotherly kindness. 
Charity (love). 

Result-Neither BARREN NOR UNFRUIT

FUL in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

We start then with faith, precious faith. (2 
Peter i. 1.) Without this ,we are unable to 
proceed at all, and in case any of my readers 
have not begun with this, I must say a few 
words as to it. 

"Without faith it is impossible to please 
God:" So if we have not faith we certainly 
cannot do the sum of which we are.speaking. 

The eleventh chapter of the epistle to the 
Hebrews shmvs us the importance of faith, 
both for the beginning, for the continuance, 
and for the end of the path. 

By faith it is that a sinner is counted 
righteous. Abel is a picture of this'. He 
drew near to God by faith. He presented 
his offering of the firstlings of his flock, and 
God, looking upon his offering, reckonea 
Abel righteous in His sight. 

Now Christ is the only offering that you 
and I can bring. Christ has died upon the 
cross for sinners j His precious blood has 
been shed, and it clean1>eth from all sin. 
Coming in simple faith with this offering in 
our hands, as it were, God looking upon it 
can righteously justify us. This is the only 
way we can draw nigh to God. To be in 
God's presence without Christ's death, would 
only end in our complete destruction ; for 
our sins we deserve judgment, and if we are 
not covered by the work of the cross we 
must receive it. 

" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ " was 
the word to the anxious jailor at Philippi, 
"and thou shalt be saved, and thy house." 
(Acts xvi. 31.) This is the way of peace 
with God, of salvation and of blessing for 
time and eternity. 

Have you this faith? 
Then it is "by faith" we are called to walk 

with God through this world. So Enoch 
walked in the midst of wickedness and· cor
ruption ; and he pleased God, and was 1 

allowed to know it even while on earth, 
before he was translated. 

Our faith must be in exercise day by day. 
We are to live by faith. vVe do not see 
God, nor the blessings which are ours ; but 
faith already lays hold of them, and enjoys 
their reality. 

But we must not be satisfied with having 
faith, but must diligently apply ourselves to 
adding to it. 

We need virtue,; that is, the moral courage '·
which refuses the evil and chooses the good; 
which keeps the heart, out of which are the 
issues of life. 

\Ve need knowledge that we· may walk 
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so as to please God ; to have wisdom and 
intelligence for our path, that we be " not 
as fools put as wise . . . understanding what 
the will of the Lord is." It is this same epistle 
in which we are exhorted to " grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ." This should be our constant 
desire, our unceasing aim, that we may be
come better acquainted with our God and 
Father, and with our blessed Saviour and 
Lord. 

We need temperance, sobriety of thought ; 
holding self in check, so that we do not give 
waY. to our natura! desires. 

We need patience also. Through faith and 
patience we shall enter upon our inheritance. 
Our Christianity will be seen by our contin
uance. It is not some deed of bravery or 
daring that will show our power, but the 
quiet pursuance of our way w_ith God, and 
thus we find the first mark that Paul gives of 
his apostleship is in "much patience." One 
can bear with others too, when we have 
added to faith virtue, knowledge, and temper
ance. 

Then, with all these, we are to have god
liness. To seek in a path of communion 
with God to bring Him glory and praise. 
"Whether . . .  ye eat or drink, or whatsoeve1 
ye do, do all to the glory of God." To 
have Him before us in everything that we 
undertake, and to run, not according to our 
own will as we did aforetime, but in order 
that He may be honoured. 

Brotherly kindness. There are those with 
whom we are linked. "One is your Master, 
even Christ; and all ye are brethren," and to 
these, who share with us the wondrous bless
ings which Christ's death has obtained for 
us, our hearts are drawn out in affection. 
'\-Ve are to be "kind one to another, tender
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God 
for Christ's sake hath forgiven " us. 

Then, lastly, we are to add charity·,- that 
is, love. The very nature of God Himself 
is to reign in our hearts towards all those 
around us. Loving God, we love our brother 
also. God loves all His people, and as our 
hearts are filled with His love, all of them 

will be dear to us, and we shall seek the 
welfare and blessing of every one. 

Having these things in us, the result will 
be that we are not barren or unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

"Barren" probably means idle. If we are 
adding day by day, we shall prosper, and not 
be slothful and profitless as Christians. 

"Unfruitful." Like the fig-tree which bore 
nothing but leaves; disappointing the hopes 
of those around, and not bearing anything 
for the pleasure of our God. 

How blessed to be allowed to bring forth 
fruit, to walk so as to please Him, and to 
magnify Christ. 

Then besides being industrious and fruit
ful as Christians, the addition. will carry with 
it this blessed reward, "Ye shall never fall : 
for so an entrance shall be ministered unto 
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

See to it, dear young Christians, that you 
are diligent as to doing·this sum. 

The Holy Spirit has come down to take 
up His abode in us who believe, and He is 
our power. \,Ve have no strength of our 
own, or ability qf ourselves, to do anything 
which will be acceptable to God, but the 
Holy Spirit, "the power that worketh in us," 
will lead us and give us strength, that thus 
we may be to Christ's praise. " Grieve not 
the Holy Spirit" then. If He is grieved 
our souls lose their power. 

A LIGHT IN A DARK PLACE, 

._ � )OBERT MOFFAT, the famous 
" � - . missionary to Africa, was once 

� • travelling with some companions 
� _ in an unfriendly part of that 

great and dangerous country. 
They had journeyed a long way all day 
and all night without food, and were like 
to fall down from sheer hunger, thirst, and 
weariness. At last, one evening, they came 
near a village. Here they hoped to get 
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rest and water and something to eat, and In a short time she returned, and as 
were making all the speed they could to get silently as before laid down a large vessel of 
into the village, when a man suddenly met water and a leg of mutton, sat down herself 
them and said, "Don't go in there. The and began to cut up the meat for roasting. 
people are a set of robbers and murderers. Mr. M0ffat asked her name, and who had 
If you go, you will go at the risk of your sent her with the good things. But not a 
lives. They would think no more of robbing word she spoke. Again and again he pressed 
and killing you than they would of killing her to tell who had taken such pity on them, 
and skinning a sheep. Go up to the hills and showed such kindness. At last she 
there above the village, and you may perhaps said, "I know whose servants you are, and I 
be safe for the night." This dreadful news love Him who has told me that he who gives 
fell like a thunderbolt on the weary and even a cup of water to one of His disciples 
hungry travellers. They looked at one 'shall in no wise lose his reward.'" Her 
another in silent horror, turned, and wen·t tongue now loosed, the words came out �ith 
up to the hills, and sat down on the ground, a glow of delight and trustful affection, and 
the very picture of misery. Then th�>; tied the tears of deep, overflowing heart-joy 
their "fasting belts" tightly. round ·uheir poured over her dear black face at the 
waists to lessen the a:(vful gnawing of hunger, thought of meeting and helping the servants 
prayed to God for strength and protection, of her beloved Lord. 
and gave themselves up to His fatherly care. Mr. Moffat, by degrees, got her to tell her 
After a while, anotlier man came up to them. history, and asked her how she managed to 
They asked him for a little water to stop keep the light of God in her soul in such a 
their burning thirst. \Vith a scowl on Jiis place of midnight darkness. She put her 
face, he refused. Mr. Moffat then, knowing hand into her bosom, and drawing out a 
that the Africans are fond of buttons and little book, held it up and said, "This is the 
glittering things generally, offered him' three., fountain L drink from. This is the oil that 
or four tempting buttons off his coat-all keeps my. lamp burning in this dreadful 
that remained on it-for even a little milk, place." The book was the New Testament. 
but to no purpose, and the man sulkily went vVhen a girl, she had been at a Mission 
awa.y. Plainly there was evil brewing. Yet school in another part of the country, and 
what could the poor, tired, hungry men do when leaving got the book as a present from 
but just sit or lie there on the open ground, the missionary of the place. It had turned 
and wait what God might send or allow to her heart to God, kept her from the sins and 
come to pass? Travel farther that night wickedness of all the wicked village around 
they could not. her, and without any teacher, any Christian 

So they sat in the evening gloom, and friendship or fellowship, or any other human 
watched on all sides for the expected trouble. help, she had lived there year after year a 
And as they watched, lo, a woman appeared witness for Jesus and an heir of glory, that 
coming down the hillside from the heights New Testament and the Holy Spirit her only 
above. Is this a spy, a foe, or a friend? companions and helpers on her way to 
Presently she comes near, a vessel in one heaven. And to that, little New Testament 
hand and a bundle of wood in the other. also, Mr. Moffat and his party just then 
Without a word she lays down both beside owed their safety and their escape; for, 
the wondering men and hurries away. She refreshed by the food and little rest, they 
was black and thick-lipped and woolly haired, started and got beyond the bounds of the 
a true African negress, but to them she was dangerous village before the night was far 
as an angel of light, a messenger from God through. \Vhat a precious book to that poor 
Himself. The vessel was full of milk, and lonely African woman, and to that starving 
the wood was for making a fire. missionary party I Mission Stories.
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CYRILi THE BOY MARTYR.

. .,,.,, ... _. 
N every age of the Church's 
history there have been those 
who were willing to lay down 
their lives for Christ, preferring 
to lose all that nature holds 

dear rather than deny Him who had washed 
them from their sins in His own blood. 

Bondage, chains, torturings, and all the 
barbarous devices of man's fallen mind, have 
constantly failed to crush the faith of the 
child of God ; and young and old of both 

sexes have gone to death confessing the 
peerless name of Jesus. 

The following incident is given as showing 
how even a child may be a fearless witness 
for the Saviour and Lord, who Himself said 
that "persecutions" would be part of the 
believer's heritage. 

Our lot is cast in a land where at present 
the devil pursues a different line. The 
roaring of the lion is hushed, but the hiss of 
the serpent is distinguishable. The truth of 
2 Timothy iii. 12 is not changed. It is , 
equally applicable to the days in which we 
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live. "All that' will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution." And certain A BRA VE CONFESSOR, 
it is that if our godliness becomes more 
definite, the opposition of the enemy will be " 
more distinct as well. 

N board a man of-war there was 
a midshipman who, in spite of 

Cyril, of whose martyrdom we are going 
to tell, lived in the third century at 
Cresarea, in Cappadocia. 'Whilst still a 
child he learned to love the Lord Jesus, 
and in the midst of surrounding heathenism 
openly confessed that he was a Christian. 
His young companions made game of him, 
and did him all sorts of evil; and in his own 
home he had much to endure. His father, 
who hated the very name of Christ, beat him 
and did all in his power to make· him deny 
the Lord Jesus; but finding nothing would 
induce him to do so, he expelled him from 
his home. 

He was brought before the Roman judges, 
who, seeing he was young, took pity on 
him, and advised him to "be wise and go 
home." 

"I am willing," said the boy, "to receive 
reproach for the sake of Christ. My father 

1 has turned me out of his house, but God 
will receive me; I shall have a better man
sion. 'To me to live is Christ, and to die is 

, gain.'" 
He was then ordered to be bound and 

led off to the stake, the soldiers, however, 
being told to bring him back again, for no 
one doubted that when the boy saw the 
flames his courage would fail, and he would 

, yield. But no. 
" Your fire and your sword do not frighten 

me," said the boy. "I go to a better home, 
to greater riches than you can off er. Kill 
me quickly, that I may go home." 

Seeing the onlookers weep�ng, he said, 
"Ye should rather rejoice. Ye know not 
what a city I am going to inhabit, what a 
hope is mine ! " And so, amid the tears of 
the whole city, the nobl� boy went to the 
martyr's crown. 

Surely his constancy and bold confession 
of Jesus must have spoken home to the 

1 hearts of the young in that age. It should 
do the same to youthful readers now; 

- the ridicule of his companions,
was in the habit of kneeling
in prayer at his berth. This

was such an unusual practice that the other 
middies resolved to put it down ; so they 
watched him, and the moment he knelt he 
encoun�ered a volley of caps and shoes. 
This was repeated again and again, but still 
the midshipman persevered in his devotions. 
At last some one of the superior officers in
formed the commander of the ship, who 
summoned the whole of the midshipmen, 
and calling the persecuted one to the front, 
asked him to state his grievance. The lad 
said frankly he had no complaint to make. 
His commander said he knew he had good 
d.use of complaint, and told him to speak
out. But the praying midshipman persisted
in stating he had nothing to complain of.
The commander then dismissed them, at
the �ame time signifying that he knew how
.matters stood, and trusted there would be
no more of it.

"That evening the middy knelt as usual in 
prayer, but wi�hout experiencing the smallest 
annoyance. While so engaged he heard 
footsteps quietly approaching, and was ex
pecting some disagreeable interruption, when 
to his surprise, a middy, the youngest on 
board, knelt down by his side. Shortly 
afterwards another came, and another, till 
fourteen of his companions, under the in
fluence of his noble example, were kneeling 
b�side him." 

\Vho shall tell the result of that youth's 
faithfulness? It may be in the day when the 
heart's secrets shall be disclosed that it will 
be found that his simple unswerving allegiance 
to Christ was the means of awakening desires 
after salvation in the souls of many on board. 

"Be thou faithful," are the Lord's words 
to the persecuted ;· "Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee the crown of 
life." (Rev. ii. ro.) 
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A PARABLE: 

"THE MOUNTAINS." 

MATTHEW xviii. 12. 

HE other day I was reading an 
old book, given me by the best 
friend I have, when I came 
across a portion which interested 
me amazingly, and which started 

me a-thinking. 
It spoke of a shepherd who had a small 

flock under his charge, and who found one 
night, in reckoning them, that one of the 
number was missing. Near the fold from 
which this sheep had strayed was a group of 
mountains. It is said that in fine weather 
sheep like· to reach the loftiest spots they can, 
and he had no doubt that this missing one 
was somewhere there. So he made the rest 
of the flock secure, and then tramped the 
moorland heather and climbed the crags and 
crept along the steep, jagged mountain-sides, 
until at last his search was rewarded, and his 
patient care repaid-the lost one was found. 

I thought over the strange story, and 
pictured the wandering animal, the pains
taking seeker, and the lofty, frowning moun
tain peaks, till one idea after another took 
shape before my mind, and this is what I 
saw-

THE PARABLE. 

In a country within easy reach of this there 
Jives a wealthy landowner (Psalm I. 10-12) 
whose kindness and benevolence have com
manded universal praise. \1/ant is unheard 
of where he is known. His hand is most 
lavish with its bounty, and all that is done is 
performed in such a manner as to shew that 
his whole heart is in it. His only son and 
heir (John iii. 16) is exactly the same in 
his disposition and in his kindly, gracious 
manner (Johh xiv. 9); and his father has 
entrusted to him the management of the 
whole estate. (John iii. 35.) Amongst the 
things he takes the greatest delight in is a 
little , flock (Luke xii. 32) of sheep, his 
father's special gift to him. (John xvii. 6.) 
This flock is continually growing larger, for 

one by one other sheep are being brought in 
(John x. 16) from some neighbouring hills, 
where they have previously run wild. I 
want to speak of these hills directly, but 
must first say a word or two to shew how 
both the father and the son are intensely 
interested in the flock. It is reported on 
good authority (and if my friend had not 
himself told me this in the book that I 
spoke of I could have scarcely thought it 
credible) that the son gives each sheep a 
name (John x. 3) upon its arrival in the 
flock, and ever afterwards it is trained to 
respond at once to his voice and to follow 
him; (John x. 27-30.) Never was such care 
and interest shewn by shepher9-s that I have 
met with in this country as is shewn by thjs 
son. 

There is also connected with the estate a 
steward (John xiv. 26), who acts for the 
wealthy landowner and his son on these very 
mountains of which I told you. His special 
work at this time is to seek out these wild, 
untamed sheep, and, having caught them, to 
bring them into the one flock (John x. 16) 
and put them under the care of the shepherd
son. 

Scattered here and there, near where the 
flock is kept under the father's eye, are the 
homes of those who are dependent upon his 
bounty, though he lovingly speaks of them 
as his neighbours and his friends. (Luke 
xv. 6.) And whenever a sheep is captured,
and safely brought home, he summons these
people and lets them see how glad he is.

You might think that if only the wild 
sheep knew what kindness is in store for 
them, they would give little trouble to the 
steward in his searches after them. But of 
course the silly sheep do not know, and in 
most ·cases when they think he is likely to 
catch them they make every possible effort 
to get out of his reach. Many a time hi$ 
patience is severely tried, and it is not 
without great labour that any one of them is 
safely caught. 

And now I must try to give you some idea 
of the hills on which they roamed, as I saw 
them. 
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They form a mountain group, of which 
the central peak is the highest. There is a 
lofty hill on the side nearest to the happy 
home of the landowner, whilst on the other 
side farthest away is another bald, barren 
elevation of a considerable height. In 
between these three most prominent ones 
are smaller hills dotted over the landscape. 
It will be sufficient, however, if I describe 
the most important. 

I noticed, too, that the base of the group 
is washed by the waves of a lake of vast 
extent, and of unknown depth; and on 
closer examination I found that these hills 
really form an island, and that the only 
means of communication with the mainland 
is a: bridge leading to the father's house. 
(John xiv. 6.) This is just at a point where 
an inky river tumbles into the deep lake 
(Heb.· ix. 2 7) ; and it is said that the shep
herd-son, in building it for the safe crossing 

are swept in scores over the terrible cliff, and 
their shattered bodies are drawn by the same 
relentless breakers into the fathomless depths 
of the lake. The· name of the way to the 
precipice is Law works· (Gal. iii. 10), and of 
the grassy slope Se(f satiifaclion. (Revelation 
xviii. 7, 8.)

But even when the wolves are not pursuing,
it saddened my heart to see how, many of 
these foolish wanderers deliberately ended 
their lives on these two sides. Many years 
ago the son of the landowner put up a 
strong fence (Gal. v. 3, 4; CoJ. ii. 8) to keep 
them within bounds, but an enemy of his 
has succeeded in heaping up the soil of the 
island over it, till almost every trace of it 
has been obliterated. And the animals walk 
over it to-day into the very jaws of destruc
tion. 

( To be co1uluded.) 

of the sheep, had to go down to depths un
known before. (Ps. lxix. 1-4; Matt. xxvii. 46.) 

· When all the sheep that have been given to
the son have been brought from the hills _ 
and safely housed,· the bridge will be with
drawn. (2 Cor. vi. 2.) The name of this
lake-surrounded spot is the Isle of Fallen
Man, and of the mountain group Unbelief
Range.

OVERCOMEJ OR BE OVERCOME.

OU must either be overcome, 
or you must yourself overcome; 
one of the two. You cannot let 
evil alone,· and evil will not let 
you alone. You must fight, and 

The first of the three chief hills is nearly
3400 feet high (from Exod. xix. 8 until now),
but seems to be increasing at the rate of
about one foot in a year. It goes by the
name of Religious Profession-an uncommon
name for a ·mountain ; but doubtless in this
case not without reason. One side of the
hill slopes down gradually to the lake, but
the other is just of an opposite character,
presenting a fearful precipice.

On its slopes a large number of 'grievous
wolves (Acts xx. 29) have obtained shelter;
and, sad to say, at times they rush out upon
the wild sheep, and either drag them off to
their dens, or else scatter them in every
direction. Some madly rush down the
gentle slope, and, frightened out of their wits,
dash into the foaming breakers of the lake
from which non·e ever return ; or else they

in the battle you must either conquer or be 
conquered. The words before us remind me 
of the Scotch officer to the Highland regiment 
when he brought them up in front of the 
enemy, and said, "Lads, there they are ; if ye 
dinna kill them, they '11 kill you." So does 
Paul marshal us in front of evil, and, like a 
wise general, he puts us on our mettle by 
saying, "Overcome, or be overcome." There 
is no avoiding the conflict, no making truce 
or holding parley, no suspension of hostilities 
after a brief skirmish, but the battle must be 
fought through to the end, and can only 
close with a decided victory to one or the 
other side. Soldiers of Christ, do you long 
debate which of the two to choose-victory 
or defeat? (Extracted.) 
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SCATTERED SEED. 
A STORY OF CONVERSION TO GOD, "RT was on the �econd of March,

1867. I ha� Just closed up my
accounts with the aaents at
Madras, receiving from �hem the
sum of £ 1 100, the result of a

very profitable trading speculation. Highly
elat�� with my _prosp�rity, I was on the way
to JOm my ship, which was then lying at
anchor ready to proceed to London when
the following Scripture, written on � small
piece of paper, met my eye :

" 'For what is a man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what
shall a · man give in exchange for his soul?'

"There a1:d then the Lord brought it home
to my conscience· by His Spirit and made me
to think of my soul as of mu�h more value
than £ 1100, or even the whole world.

�'Getting on board my vessel, the anchor was
weighed. Just at that time the ship's doctor
came and reported·to me the death of one of
the passengers. This again was a voice to
m·e, for some such thought as this flashed
through my mind: 'If it had been my death 
my soul would be lost in hell.' '

"We got ou� to 'sea, and on the next day,
as I was standmg on the deck, a Christian
entered into conversation with me.
: "LordP_almerston's coat of arms was placed
m a conspicuous place as an ornament, near
by where we stood, and referring to it he said
to me,_ 'Lord Palmerston is dead; do you
kn�w 1f he was a Christian? ' My reply
plamly showed that I did not even know
what a Christian really was.

" He then asked, 'What must you do to be
sav�d?' Tc;> this I replied� 'Pray to God to
forgive my sms, and believe on Jesus Christ.'

"' T 't d h h urn i roun t e ot er way ' he
answered. 'You have put the cart before
the horse. Believe, and you are forgiven.'

"Th' is was blessed to me. I saw it as

clearly as possible, and replied, 'Yes, I see it.
I am forgiven, and God has given me a proof
that He is satisfied with the atonement that
has been made by raising up Jesus again from
the dead.'

"Great peace and_ joy now filled my soul,
and my earnest desire was to live for Him 
who in love had died for me.

"The £ r roo had been sent home over_.
land to my bankers, who, after my arrival
home, stopped payment; but this troubled
me but little, for I had received in Christ a
fortune for eternity."
. T�e ab�ve account of the grace of God
m usmg His own word for the awakening of
a sl�mbering sinner has been sent me by the
�ubJect of the narrative, and is now printed
m the hope that the story of His kindness
may be used to open the eyes of others.

Business prosperity has blinded many to
their interests for eternity. As though they
�ad obtained � long le�se of life, they plunge
mto commercial pursmts, and seem to forget
that th�ir life i_s but a vapour, that appeareth
for a httle while, and then vanisheth away. 
The claims of God and the calls of con
science are alike hushed, and the unwelcome
thou�hts _ of approaching death and judgment
are dismissed as soon as possible. 

Am I addressing any who are laying them
selves out for advancement in this doomed
and dying world to the peril of· their souls'
welfare? Let me point you once again to the
unanswered questions in the solemn words
ad_dressed to men by the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself: 

" WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN,
IF HE SHALL GAIN THE WHOLE WORLD, 

AND LOSE HIS OWN SOUL? 

. OR W HAT S H A L L  A !\IAN G IVE 
IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS SOUL?" 

May the words awaken you from your sleep
of death, as they awakened the writer of the
short narrative given above.
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"I'M GLAD I_ DIDN'T DIE BEFORE 
IT HAPPENED," II ,voRKING man having recently 
attended several gospel preach
ings became deeply exercised in 
his soul. "One night," narrated 

his wife, "he came home in great distress, 
and said to me he must get the niatter settled. 
Instead of going quietly to rest as usual he 
was on. his knees nearly all the night; but 
at five o'clock in the morning he told me his 
sins were forgiven, and it was all right with 
him. '.l 'm glad,' said he, 'I didn't die 
before it happened.' Yes, he's quite a changed 
man. He's left off swearing, and never tells 

and 11oiv is the time to receive it. It would 
be a terrible thing to die before that happens. 
It is announced to you in Christ's name, true 
for every one that believeth. "I write unto 
you, little children, because your sins are 
forgiven you for His name's sake." ( r John 
ii. r 2.) You must get the matter settled.
You will never have a better opportunity.
To-morrow may be too late. (Prov. xxvii.)

The Lord bring you on your knees in 
His holy presence, and give you to be 
able in truth to say, "It 's all right." All 
right now• means all right for eternity. To 
be a real Christian you must receive Christ. 

E. H. C. 

a lie now. And he says his grace at meals, TWO H WHOSO EVERS," 
and prays to the Lord about everything. u 
Since that night he 's been a right drrdln F we turn to two verses in the 
religious man." book of Revelation - chapters 

Yes, God had spoken to him, and he was xxii. 1 7, xx. 15-we shall find that
saved. He had not only become a right each contains the . word "who-
down religious man, as l\is wife put it, but a soever," but in quite different connections. 
Chn·stian. He had received Christ by- faith, One is the "whosoever" of life, the other the 
a?d was assured of the forgiveness of his whosoever of DEATH-the second death.
sms. The one speaks of eternal salvation, the 

Finding his wife, if not clear in her soul, other of "eternal judgment." 
was alive to the change wrought in her The question must surely arise in the mind 
husband, the visitor to whom she had been of each reader, "Am I among those wh·o 
speaking asked what she thought of a know the value and the truth of Revelation 
neighbour who also appeared to have been xxii. r 7 ? or shall I be among those who are
much impressed by the preachings. spoken of in Revelation xx. 15 ?" 

"I hardly know," replied she; "but I It is well to look at this matter now; by-
don't think it 's altogether right with him. I and-bye it will be too late. 
don't think lze's had such a night as my husband Eternity is before you-heaven with all 
had." its happiness, hell with all its misery. The 

Now, though we do not say, dear reader, joy of heaven, the wail of hell, the company 
that every soul should pass through the same of the Lord Jesus and the redeemed, or the 
experience to receive salvation, yet it 's a company of the devil and his angels! 
great thing to have a night upon your knees. How gracious of the blessed God that at 
"Be/wld, Ju prayeth" is an extremely good .the very end of a-book like the Revelation, 
sign. (Acts ix. 11.) Sinners say prayers, but which refers so much to coming judgment, 
an awakened soul prays. . His loving heart shows itself in desiring 

But if you are wanting salvation you may to bless lost, ruined man. Look at the 
have it nrrdl. The work is done. Christ gracious invitation-
did it. God wants you to rest upon it j and "COME." 

He beseeches sinners to be reconciled t9 He has been inviting weary, thirsty souls 
Him. (2 Cor. v. 20.) You need forgiveness, for the past 1800 years, and He is still inviting 
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such to come-to come with all their burden 
of personal guilt,, with all their felt need, with 
all their helplessness. 

,vhy hesitate? Life is uncertain ; the 
moments are fleeing apace, and every moment 
brings you nearer the end here. Man by 
sin has lost earth, for deatlz is the result of 
sin ; and he certainly cannot gain heaven by 
anything that he can do. Soon you must of 
necessity pass out of this scene, for it cannot 
retain you, and you cannot abide if you 
would. Do not defer, but come. 

Come NOW. "All things are nozp ready" 
(Luke xiv. 17) ; everything is provided ; there 
is nothing for you to do, but, owning your 
need, to accept what the loving, gracious God 
has provided. 

God says, "I will give." (Rev. xxi. 6.) 
He does not require anything 'from the 
sinner. God is a giver. "Let him take" 
declares God's desire for man. God t's the 
Giver, man z's the receiver. Take then what 
God in His infinite grace is proffering, and 
bless Him for it. 

Do you ask, " Is it for me ? " If you are 
thirsting for salvation, depend upon it "thou 
art the man." 

To make it more clear and more emphatic 
God says "whosoever"-" whosoever." It 
means anyone. As a child said, "It means 
you or me, or anybody else." 

Look at the greatness of the Giver, the 
greatness of the gift, and the terms-FREELY. 
What a fountain to drink at l ,vhat streams 
of refreshing have gushed forth to meet the 
need of many a thirsty, soul! Many are 
seeking to satiate their thirst at other 
fountains-some at the fountain of ambition, 
seeking a place of fame ; others at the 
fountain of pleasure, pursuing one continual 
round of 'excitement. Others seek wealth. 
Money getting and money keeping occupy 
their thoughts; but there is only One who 
can satisfy the soul, and that One is Christ. 

God finds His delight in Him, heaven too 
chants His praises ; its eternal theme is 
Jesus. Believe on Him, put your whole 
confidence in Him ; He is worthy of it, and 
He can and will meet all your need as a 

sinner, and fill your heart with heavenly joy 
now and for eternity. This same blessed 
Person will take quite another character 
presently. 

He is now the Saviour, soon He will be 
the Judge. Meet Him you must, either to
day as• your Saviour, or presently as your 
Judge. It is the settled purpose of God to 
judge the world by "this Man." The day 
for this is appointed, and if you meet Hirn 
then in your sins, your doom will be eternally 
fixed. He will in righteousness cause you 
to depart from Him, for He is holy, and 
you will be in an unholy condition, and 
covered with nothing but sin. 

Flee to Him as a Saviour now. His voice 
says come, His arms of love are extended 
towards thee ; there is room for thee there. 
REST, JOY, PEACE await those who reach Him. 

Do not delay a moment. To-morrow may 
be too late-to-morrow may be judgment. 
To-day is salvation. 

"WHOSOEVER WAS NOT FOUND WRITTEN 
IN THE BOOK OF LIFE 

WAS CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE." 

"WHOSOEVER WILL, LET HIM TAKE THE 
WATER OF LIFE FREELY."

E. G--N.

THE STORM AND THE CALM, 

ECENTLY when giving away 
" Good News " sheet almanacs, 
a cottager asked me, rather jeer
ingly, as I handed one of them 
to him, " Is there anything in it 

about the weather 7" 
He looked as though he expected a reply, 

and I answered that this almanac contained 
a good deal about the weather-indeed, that 
it was nearly full ·of references to it, but that 
it had to do with eternity, and not merely 
w1ith time. 

I explained to him that when a person 
has done with the storms of this life, he 
must enter either a storm, that never abates, 
or a calm, that cannot be disturbed for all 
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eternity. The one in blackness, and dark
ness, and misery, for ever ; and the other in 
everlasting light, and glory, and joy; one 
being where light and calm are for ever 
excluded; and the other where darkness and 
storm can never come. 

It was pointed out to him that if he re
jected the Lord Jesus Christ and His finished 
work on Calvary's cross, he must be in that 
unending storm ; but that , accepting Him 
as his Saviour he would be in that calm, 
which nought will ever disturb. He turned 
away, and I could not see what was the 
result of the ,,,ords spoken ; but I have 
heard since that he is troubled about the 
state of his soul. May he fi!)d peace and 
joy in believing. Possibly the almanac has 
carried a message to his conscience, as similar 
sheets have done in the past to others. 

Several years ago one of them was placed, 
by a Christian woman, on her cottage wall 
with the consent of her husband, who was 
a Roman Catholic. Every morning he 
looked at the scripture text opposite the 
day of the month, and compare_d it· with 
his wife's Protestant Bible. This was done 
out of enmity, and with the desire to · find 
a flaw; but, in the goodness of God, by 
His Spirit, the truth laid hold of his con
science, and his soul was blessed. This 
happy couple now rejoice as heirs together 
of the grace of life. The wall of one of 
their rooms is nearly half covered with the 
almanacs of several past years. 

Last year a dying woman received one of 
these almanacs, and insisted upon its being 
pinned high on her bed curtains, so that she 
might read its large print texts, and the Lord 
was pleased in· His grace to use it in blessing 
and comfort to her soul. It hung there till 
her spirit entered the calm of heaven. Doubt
less "in that day" many will tell of blessing 
received by similar means. 

As most will already know, one of these 
almanacs contains upwards of three hundred 
and si}{ty quotations from scripture, bearing 
more or less upon the realities of eternity, 
to which we are all unquestionably rapidly 
approaching. 

Make sure work for eternity, my reader; 
escape that awful storm, and secure that 
blessyd calm before it is for ever too late. 
In wonderful grace a ho1y God has found a 
way to have sinners in that scene of rest 
and peace. All who receive the blessed Lord 
as their Saviour-the One who bore the 
storm of God's wrath and fiery judgment on 
the cross of shame-can say, "The storm for 
me is past, the judgment has been borne." 
Failing, however, to find a shelter in that 
Saviour, you will inevitably have to bear the 
awful storm yourself. For "how shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation ? " 

The Saviour left His glory and came down 
to the storms of Calvary's judgment, so that 
lost, ruined, repentant, and believing sinners 
might be fully delivered from wrath, and 
have the calm of eternal glory with Himself; 
seeing His face, and being like Him for 
evermore. 

·,Vhich is to be J'Oztr eternal portion, the
storm or the calm-which? J. N. 

WATER NEEDEDJ BUT REFUSED, Ii BARQUE - RIGGED steamer
had got on shore in Aboukir 
Bay. She was heavily laden 
with railway material, and had 

many head of cattle on board. 
It was feared that, should the wind 

change, she might be totally lost, and a large 
steam yacht lying in harbour at Alexandria 
was despatched immediately to assist in 
getting her off at the next high-water. 

Preparations were made in readiness for 
'the attempt when the tide rose. While this 
was being awaited they learnt that those on 
board the barque were in need of fresh 
water, and so some small casks were filled 
and put into a boat, which soon neared the 
stranded vessel. It was getting dusk when 
they approached. The officer in charge 
hailed loudly, but receiving no response 
hailed again. Still there was no answer. 
After waiting some time, however, a man at 



SCATTERED SEED. 33 length looked over the stern of the barque' trouble, my friend, you had better encounter and told the officer that the crew were below a little now than suffer an eternity of it bydrinking spirits, and would not come on and-bye. ,vm you sin and not trouble about deck in order to haul up the water. ,vith it? w·m you reject Christ and not trouble the assistance of the boat's crew he managed about it? Ah, no; you must meet trouble now to raise one or two of the casks to water the or then, for God will recompense to all who cattle, and the boat put about and returned "do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousto the yacht. ness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and That which these sailors did in their anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth drunken folly is just an illustration of what evil." (Rom. ii. 8, 9.) Trouble, and no rest. many are doing to.,day with regard to the Pain, and no relief. gospel of God. People tell you not to meet trouble half-They sought to quench their thirst with way, and it may often be prudent counsel, spirits, which could only aggravate it, and for many a. fear 'is imaginary and groundless. refused the fresh water brought to them. But it is not so with God's threats of judg-Souls now endeavour to satisfy their heart- ment against sin. By all means meet them longings in the giddy pleasures and passing half-way-meet them now. A little trouble schemes of a dying world. They refuse the now about your sins may save eternal regrets. water of life which the Son of God in grace Good heed to timely warnings has saved proffers to every thirsty soul. thousands of lives, so don't let God's warnings Man intoxicates himself with his plans and be disregarded, but "acquaint now thyself _purposes; but these can never fill the heart with Him, and be at peace: thereby good --can never answer the aspirations of an shall come unto thee." (Job xxii. 21.)immortal being. Christ alone can truly meet Gospel Truth.the need of the soul, and only His blood can satisfy the demands of the conscience But Christ is refused, save by a few who, having learned their need, have found that none but Christ can shield from judgment, or yield abiding satisfaction, and thus have taken the water of life which is so freely given by Him. 
"I 'LL NOT TROUBLE ABOUT IT,"'� 
D 

'LL not trouble about it, sir, I '11 not trouble about it," and the speaker turned on his heel and went up the street. ,vhat was it he would not trouble about? The salvation of his precious soul. Fast asleep in his sins, he had been for a moment disturbed and aroused by the preaching of the word of God ; but now, like the sluggard, he turned over for a little more slumber, and, we fear, to sleep the sleep of death. "I '11 not trouble about it." So say thousands. If you are so anxious to escape 

CHRIST THE BLESSER,"DRE blessing of the Lor:d, it maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow with it." Multitudes of needy souls thronged around the Saviour in the days of His flesh, as He went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil ; and one and all who came in faith received His blessing. None were denied'. The outcast leper was not too loathsome to be touched by His holy hand. The woman of Luke vii. was allowed to express her love by washing His feet with her tears, and received the blessed assurance that her sins were forgiven, that she was saved, and might go in peace. The little children were not too small for His notice, and although His disciples would fain have hindered them, they were taken up in His arms, and His hands were laid upon them while He blessed them. 



34 SCATTERED SEED. Now in the glory He is still the samestill the Blesser, still the Saviour-and none who come to Him are denied His blessing. Have you come to Him, dear young reader? Have you been blessed, and saved, and forgiven by Him? It was for sinners Jesus came. Sinnersalone are "received and blessed by Him. 
Sinner is your name. Lost describes your condition. Obey the gospel now. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved," and then, obeying your parents in all things, and obeying the word of our God, you will witness to all that you have received the free pardon purchased for us through Jesus' blood. 

PRESENT WITH THE LORD, 

-OME years ago a woman ,�as lying very ill in . a Derbyshirehospital, when 1t was foundnecessary to amputate he� leg.Chloroform was administered, but 1t sohappened that just as the operation had been successfully performed she aroused, and quietly repeated the following verse-
" I have loved Thee in life, I will love Thee in death, 

I '11 love Thee as long as Thou lendest me breath; 
And sing, when the death-dew lies cold on my 

brow, 
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now." Scarcely had the words crossed her lips, when her spirit passed peacefully into the presence of the One she loved. She was absent from the body, present with the

Lord. What a blessed departure for a poor sufferer! She had known the love of Christ when in life, and it was that which brought the response of love in. her heart to Him. She knew Him who had robbed death of its sting, and the grave of its victory, for every one that believeth. It is a wonderful thing to know the risen Christ ! To the poor Christless soul death is a 

dreaded wage, the grave a terrible enemy, and all is darkness beyond. But to the soul that knows the love of a Saviour, now seated, exalted, and triumphant on the throne of God, all is changed. Death is but the portal to His presence, where there is no let to the enjoyment of His love; the grave is but the receptacle of the poor body till the bright resurrection morn, and the beyond, ah, who can tell all the glories of that bright eternal day! "·Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for . them that love Him. But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit," &c. 
( 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10.)Dear reader, do you know and enjoy the wondrous love of Him who died for the guilty and ·the lost? Do you knou, Him who 
gave Himself to save sinners .from the eternal consequences of sin, and .for eternal glory with Himself? If so, you have nought to fear. Whether He comes for you, or you go to be with Him, all is well. His victory is the victory of ever-y one that believeth. His

blood makes us meet for His blest presencefor ever. E. H. C.
"VICTORY! VICTORY!" 

•RE you afraid when you think of death? Do you prefer to put away the thought of it, and be occupied with brighter things? The Lord Jesus has taken away the sting of death for those who trust in Him. For them "death is swallowed up in victory." A woman lay dying. She was very weak indeed, and ·those who were watching beside her bed thought her unable to move or speak. Suddenly a bright smile lighted up her face, while she raised her arm and waved her handkerchief over her head, saying, "Victory! victory!" and then she passed away to be with the One who had gained the victory for her. Would it be victory for you, or would it be death, and "after this the judgment"? 
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A SEA STORY, NO DIFFERENCE. 
� 

OR a few leagues only had the " 
.Jrex proceeded on her purposed 
· voyage from these shores to the
port of Rio de Janeiro, when
she met with a disaster that

T AND by, for I am holier than 
thou," is what the Brahrnin 
says to all who do not belong 
to his caste, as he worships 
his false god. 

abruptly terminated her progress. She ran 
upon the rocks off the Isle of ,vight, not 
mapy hundred yards from the Needles Light
house as well as from the shore, and several 
of her crew were drowned ! 

,Vhen looking at the vessel afterwards, we 
saw her fast on the rocks; and hearing the 
story, we thought of our young readers, and 
how it should speak to them with a warning 
voice. 

w· e were told by the lighthouse-keeper 
that the reason the ship got into such a 
position was that a thick fog prevented the 
light showing the sailors their danger. 

Then, again, some perished who tried to 
save themselves in a boat, which was soon 
overturned, and none escaped but those who 
were saved by a rocket apparatus worked 
from the shore. In other words, those men 
who owned they were helpless, and trusted
to the way of escape provided for them, 
were the only ones saved. 

May it speak to you as a solemn example, 
reminding you how Satan blinds the minds 
of them that believe not ; how all your efforts 
to save yourself are in vain, but that if you 
trust Christ and His finished work you will 
be saved ; for " by Him all that believe are 
justified from all things." 

God's word, as a light, is warning of the 
judgment corning; to despise that light is to 
run on to the rocks of judgment, from which 
there is no escape.

"HE CARETH," 

"fmlE knows, He loves, He cares
&IIJI Nothing that truth can dim ; 

He gives the very best to those 
Who leave the choice with Him." 

"God, I thank Thee, that I am not as 
other men are," is what the Pharisee in Luke 
xviii. said, and what, perhaps, you have been
saying in your heart, if not aloud, . as you
thought of others, whose sins, it may be,
you think greater than your own.

Now, comparing ourselves with others will 
never fit us for God's presence, where nothing 
unholy can enter; nor will it wash away a 
single sin. 

It may be you owe, as it were, only fifty 
pence, and that some whom you know are 
five hundred pence debtors; but there is 
no difference, in that all of us have nothing 
to pay. 

We are not holy, but sinners. 
What a grand thing to know that, when 

we have nothing to pay, God frankly ( or 
freely) forgives us the moment we own our 
true position ; and then the light of His 
holiness only shows the absolute perfection 
of the "best robe" He has provided for us. 

"NOT AFRAID TO DI£,ll 

- UST before the Indian Mutiny,
a young lady, who had been
educated at a boarding-school 
in England, went to keep house 
for her father, who was an 

English officer in India. She was very happy 
in her new home, and her letters, written to 
former school-fellows, expressed how much 
she enjoyed living in India. But she had 
not been there long before the Indian Mutiny 
arose. One day, when she was sitting at the 
table with her father, the door suddenly 
opened, and a number of black soldiers, 
with weapons in their hands, came into the 
room to kill their officer. When his daughter 
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saw what their intention was, she arose from 
the table, and, approaching the soldiers, said, 
"Oh, do not kill my father, upon whom so 
many valuable lives depend. Kill me; I 
am not afraid to die ; but, oh, save my 
father!" 

The cruel soldiers killed the young lacfy 
and her father too. But how was it that 
this young girl, when suddenly exposed to a 
terrible death, could say, "I am not afraid 
to die "? Let me tell you the reason. Before 
leaving England, she had learned that she 
had sinned against God, and that her sins 
deserved eternal punishment. But she had 
learned too that Jesus, th,e Son of God, had 
died upon the cross to save lost sinners ; 
and that His precious blood cleanseth from 
all sin. She had read in the Bible that the 
Lord Jesus had promised to save any sinful 
person that will come to Hirn. So she went 
to the Saviour, just as she was, owning how 
guilty she had been ; and He, true to His 
promise, received her and washed all her 
sins away. Trusting in Jesus, she knew that 
heaven was her home, and that if killed by 
the soldiers, she would at once go to live 
with the Saviour who had loved her, and 
had died to save her. Therefore she was 
able to say, "I am not afraid to die." 

C.H.

A NARROW ESCAPE, 

NE Christmas-eve, nearly sixty 
years ago, William C--, in 
company with his wife, had left 
his cottage on the cliff to spend 
the evening at his landlord's 

farm-house in the jovial style so frequent on 
such occasions. 

It was past the hour of midnight when 
they returned to their home upon tµe cliff. 

As they approached it they saw the 
ground around was deeply cracked, the path 
which led to the cottage door being sunk at 
least a foot lower than the surrounding 
surface. But they heeded not the manifest 
warning, nor thought the cottage unsafe. 

They went to bed as usual, arid fell asleep. 
They were most insecure, yet they slept. 

Do you say, "How foolish they were,; a 
landslip might have occurred whilst they 
slept".? 

And yet it is possible that yours is much 
greater foolishness. You are, it may be, 
eating, drinking, and sleeping on the very 
verge of a lost eternity. 

During the night \Villiam C-- awoke. 
The noise which aroused him was the crack
ing of the cottage walls. Hastily they got 
up, and with great difficulty opened the 
door. Looking out, they saw great fissures 
all about the garden. 

They began at last to be alarmed, for the 
house had sunk six feet whilst they slept, 
and they hastily removed all they could to a 
place of safety. In a few hours a large tract 
of the land, taking with it the cottage, fell 
into an immense cavern. Through .merer 
they had escaped in time. 

Be warned in time. Delay no longer. 
Rest not until, being justified by faith, peace 
with God is your portion. (Rom. v. I.) 

Even now awake to the realities of 
eternity. Everything of time will give way 
and perish. ,v. H. B. 

HEARTS, 

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS TO YOUNG PEOPLE. 

0 one knows the heart but God. 
Man looketh on the outward 

, appearance, but the Lord looketh 
on the !teart, and what He says 
about it is, "The heart is deceit

ful above all things, and desperately [ really 
incurably] wicked : who can know it? I the 
Lord searclt, the heart, I try the reins, even 
to give every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings." (J er. 
xvii. 9, 10.) "Even a child is known by his
doings, whether his work be pw-e, and whether
it be right." (Proverbs xx. 11.)

To-day, as you see, I have drawn the 
outline of a heart. 



38 GOOD NEWS FOR THE YOUNG. 

,vhat are these letters round it? 
H, E, A, R, T. 
Quite right. I will now ask you to search 

out some things al;out the heart, even five 
qualities, each beginning with one of these 
letters which form the word "heart." 

Suppose you looked at yourself in a glass, 
whose face would you behold ? 

My own. 
Of course; it is a true reflection. If you 

smile, it will smile; if you frown, it will frown; 
and if you have a soil upon your face, it will 
appear so. If instead of a mirror you looked 
into clear water, it also would give an exact 
likeness of your face. You might not be 
pleased with it, but it is yourself. "As in 
water face answereth to face, so the heart of 
man to man." 

Now, seen in the clear mirror of God's 
word, your heart may seem very different 
from what you wish it to be, or even feel it 
to be, but be sure that what God says is a 
true description of it. Some people do not 
like their photographs because they do not 
appear so good-looking as they think they 
are, and photographers sometimes skilfully 
flatter their patrons. This the Holy Spirit 
never does, for He is the " Spirit of truth." 

Hear then some things about your heart. 
In Mark vi. 52 you read something about 
the hearts of the disciples in the boat. What 
is said there? "Their heart was hardened." 

HARDENED HEART 

heads the list. Unbelief is one thing which 
hardens the heart, contact with sinners is 
another, and allowing evil passions to rule 
us is a third. 

"To-day if ye will hear His voice, harden 
not your hearts"; do not turn away. You 
are young, cheerful, perhaps clever and full 
of gaiety, and yet you may harden your 
hearts. 

Perhaps you seldom or never think of 
your soul. You do nut love your soul. 

Once a godly minister in Scotland placed 
his hand kindly upon the head of a little 
fellow who was walking along a street in 
Dundee, and asked, in a gentle voice, "Walter, 

.do you love your soul?" It was an un
expected and unusual question, but it: made 
the boy think ; he never forgot it, and he 
became a true Christian, and in after years a 
preacher of Christ. 

Think, dear children, think about your 
.5ouls. Look now for the next word-

EVIL HEART. 

It is in Hebrews iii. 12, and is called our 
"evil heart of unbelief, in departing from 
the living God." 

Satan fills men with wrong, hard thoughts_ 
of God. Do not listen to him. Trust God. 
He tells you the truth about yourself just 
because He loves you, and He only con�icts 
you of sin in order to turn you to Himself 
that He may save you. Oh, have to do with 
God now about your sins ! You will find Hirn 
so gracious, so loving, and so true. 

One night a lady was going out to visit. 
She kissed her little son, telling him to say 
his prayers to his nurse Sarah. He looked 
up solemnly in her face and said, "I will say 
my prayers to God, mamma." Eddie was 
right. Too many of you forget who you 
should pray to, and even what you say. 
Speak now to God Himself, speak to Hirn 
in faith, and you will be able to sing-
" 'Tis the:: promise of God full salvation to give, 

Unto him who on Jesus, His Son, will believe. 
Hallelujah, 'tis done, l believe on the Son; 
I am saved through the blood of the crucified One." 

The third letter stands for a little word 
with a great meaning·. Can any one guess 
what A stands for? All. Yes, 

ALL YOUR HEART. 

He says, "Give Me thine heart." 
, \Then I was a boy at school, the master, 

in fun, asked a little fellow who had a 
bun in his hand to give him a bit. 
,valter instead of breaking off a bit or 
refusing, generously gave it whole into the 
master's hand. I shall never forget it. 
The master was so pleased, and, patting 
him on the head, gave it back. The dear 
boy was drowned in a storm shortly after
ward, going to Aberdeen. 'Let us hope he 
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trusted in Jesus. Give all your self to Christ. 
He gave Himself. a ransom for you. I will 
quote three beautiful scriptures about "all" 
the heart, and leave you to find out where 
they are. 

" Trust in the Lord with all thine heart"; 
"I will praise thee, 0 Lord my God, 

with all my heart"; 
"Serve Him with all your heart." 
Every one who knows the Lord's love, and 

REJOICING HEART ! 

A believer's heart sometimes leaps at the 
voice of the Lord, just as the disciples 
rejoiced when they heard His voice after 
He was risen. A persecuted prophet once 
cried, '·' Thy word was unto me the joy and 
rejoicing of mine heart." The trusting heart 
knows the "music and the dancing" of the 
Father's house, and the prayerful heart knows 
the peace that passeth all understanding. 

PLAY-TIME. 

really loves Him in return, and seeks to 
serve Him, is happy, and knows something 
of the joy of the Lord. 

Now we come to the next letter, R. 
\Vho will read Psalm xix. 8? 
"The statutes of the Lord are right, re

joicing the heart." Oh to know more of 
having a 

\1/hen the Lord makes any one joyful 111 

His salvation it comes out in the life. 
One boy. said he was sure his sister was 

converted because she played like a Christian. 
·when asked to explain himself, he said that
before she was converted she got cross when
he took her toys, but now she was so gentle
and loving that he could not tease her any
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more. Oh, let your ways be full of love, and 
your heart will be full of joy! Cross tempers 
and evil deeds bring only sorrow to your own 
hearts, and give sorrow to other people. 

The ·]ast kind of heart of which I shall 
speak is mentioned in Hebrews x. 2 2 : " Let 
us draw near with a 

TRUE HEART 

in full assurance of faith." This is blessed 
indeed. God wishes us to come near to 
Him in faith. 

Joseph said to his brethren, "Come near 
to me, I pray you." So God's heart is full 
of love and grace. But all must be honest 
on our side before Him " with whom we 
have to do." When a sinner trusts the blood 
of Jesus it purges his conscience clean, and 
by the same blood he can enter into God's 
presence in full assurance of faith. God 
gave His only begotten Son to save us. \Vill 
you not thank Him ? 

It is said that Napoleon Bo�parte once 
found a sentinel fast asleep at his post. It 
was after a prolonged battle at Marengo, and 
the orders were that any man found asleep 
when on duty was to _be shot. The emperor 
did not even wake the soldier, but shou]der
ing his musket, kept watch himself till the 
day broke. The culprit awoke to tremble in 
expectation of instant death; but Napoleon 
only gave the man back his gun, telling him 
to be more watch( ul in future. That man 
could never sleep at watch again, he was won 
to his general by his love to him. 

So ought we to cleave to Christ, who 
has stood in our place, glorifying God and 
dying to redeem us. May we who know 
Him love and serve Him till He comes. 
Never forget these lessons about the heart 
being hardened and evil, but trust the Lord 
with all your heart, and let His word give 
you a rejoicing heart, so that you can draw 
near with a true heart to worship and serve 
Him. May your earnest prayer be-"Teach 
me Thy way, 0 Lord ; I will walk in Thy 
�ruth: unite (or join my heart to Thee) my 
heart to fear Thy name." (Psalm lxxxvi. 11.) 

T. R. D. 

NO=!' DEATH BUT LIFE, 

AM longing to go," was what 
a poor woman said to me one 
day, when I went to visit her. 

She was suffering from a 
disease which she knew must 

soon end in her death, but she was not 
afraid, and she did not even speak of it as 
"death." She knew that "to be absent 
from the body" was "to be present with 
the Lord," and that "to depart, and to be 
with Christ" _is "far better" than living here. 

She saw that what those who are not 
trusting in Christ most dread would be but 
the messenger to call her home, as, having 
believed •on Him, she had everlasting life, 
and was looking forward to enjoying that 
life in His presence, where there is fulness 
of joy. 

It was not death she thought of, but life 
for evermore at His right hand. 

God sets before you the way of life and 
the way of death. "\Vhich do you choose 
now? 

FOOLISH INDEED. 

HE story is told how in an ancient 
court a monarch had a jester, or 
court-fool, as he was ofttimes 
termed, who was so witty and 
clever in his sayings, that on 

one occasion the king gave him a gold
headed wand, saying, " Take this wand, 
and if ever you find a greater fool than 
yourself, give it to him " 

Years rolled by, and the monarch was 
lying upon his death-bed, and taking leave 
of his servants. The jester at last stood 
before him, and to him his master said, " I 
am going on a long journey." 

"Whither are you going?" the jester asked 
in response. 

"I do not know," the king replied. 
"vVhat provision have yo� made for the 

journey, master ?" 
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" I have made none," answered the king. 
Hastening from the death-chamber, the

court-fool took from his cupboard, where it
had long lain, the wand, and hurrying back,
he handed it to the king, saying, "You told
me, if ever I found a greater fool than
myself, to give him this wand. I give it to
you, my master. You are bound you know
not whither, and you have not prepared for
the journey." 

Reader, are you like this foolish sovereign,
"knowing not whither thou go.est "-passing
on towards eternity, but ignorant where you
will spend it? Awake! awake! Prepare to
meet thy God. Let not another day pass
without being assured as to your future
assured that heaven is your goal, and that,
your sins being forgiven, you are prepared
to go.

A PARABLE. 

II. 

ETWEEN this hill and the next
there lies a wide stretch of

- • 
moorland This tableland of

� , Indifference, for so it is called,
is where most of the sheep

seem to congregate until the steward's v6ice
alarms some of them.. There is a strange
effect felt by those who live in this part of
the country. The air is very relaxing, and it
is difficult under ordinary circumstances to
dismiss a. languid, lazy feeling which over
takes them. Most of the dwellers are of a
sleepy nature, and you may tell them alike
of the terrors of the adjoining lake (Romans
ii. 5-9), or of the benefit to be possessed
by a removal to the landowner's _palace
home. (Eph. i.) They hear, but do not
listen; they assent, but do not move. I
spent many years in this part of the country
myself, and therefore do not speak without
knowing. 

Moreover, it is stated, by those who are
weatherwise, and who know the signs of the
times, that the whole island will one day be
submerged beneath the waters of the lake.

There are convincing evidences of the truth
of this prophecy (Rev. xxi. 8); but even if
you demonstrate beyond a doubt to the
occupiers of this tableland that it is so, they
still seem bound under a magic spell. Some
shrug their shoulders, and say it will never
come in their time, whilst others are so
possessed with the mad folly of the place
that they actually continue building and
farming there as though the place would last
for ever. (Luke xvii. 26-32.) From time to
time ugly chasms and yawning rents have
appeared in different parts of the plain, and
these should surely rouse the people to a
sense of their danger; but no, they get used
to the warnings, and though numbers dis
appear when these catastrophes occur, they
still hold to the ground. Is it any wonder
then that the silly sheep, when hunted by the
wolves, or when escaping from the steward and
his men, are often seen to suddenly disappear
into these chasms? Many have tried, but in
vain, to describe the awful moan they uttered,
and the longing look they gave, when they lost
their footing and went down, down, DOWN ! 

Rising somewhat abruptly from this plain
is a mountain of volcanic nature, as the
column of smoke rising from it indicates;
There is a continual discharge of ashes and
lava from the crater, but under ordinary cir
cumstances only just sufficient to add little
by little to the height of the hill. The
inhabitants in its vicinity have the impression
that it is increasing immensely in size, but
every now and then there is a terrible erup
tion, which speedily dissolves such an idea,
as the sides of the crater go tumbling down
into the hiclden fires beneath. It is estimated
to be nearly 6000 feet high. 

Here and there on the muddy side of this
mountain (which is called Hi.mum Progress)
are some shrubs of varying kinds and of
rapid growth. The wandering wild sheep,
oppressed by the sultry air, often recline
under them, sometimes to be overwhelmed
by a shower of hot ashes or by a stream
of fiery mud, if the volcano happen to dis
charge. I cannot imagine why they should
seek shelter there.• 
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One of the many kinds is the Educational 
Shrub, which is exceedingly attractive in 
appearance, and which, if it were planted in 
other soil, might be turned to good account. 
Unfortunately for the sheep the very profu
sion of its leaves serves to conceal the 
terrible eruptions which so often prove their 
doom. It is not without the greatest risk 
that the servants of the steward do their 
work of rescuing and saving the wanderers, 
and the e:iq)loit has been compared to that 
of plucking brands from the fire. 

The third mountain peak (Infidelity by 
name) of which I spoke is entirely destitute 
of vegetable growth. The barren, rocky 
waste rises without any relieving feature of 
beauty.. There is neither food for the 
hungry nor water for the thirsty there. A 
cold, grey mist generally rests upon the 
ground, and those who visit the place can 
neither see the heavens above nor the lake 
beneath. Many who have gone there as 
explorers, to " seek the truth," have lost 
their way in the fog, and have been dashed 
to pieces amongst the jagged teeth of the 
frowning rocks that fringe the lake. I once 
paid a visit to that neighbourhood, and may 
I never forget the mercy that brought me 
back again! 

One remarkable thing I omitted to men
tion when describing the other parts of the 
island (and particularly the first hill, Reli
gious Profession) is, that the most alluring 
"views" may be seen from different points. 
The lake (which, by the way, is known as 
" Gehenna" in the language of that country, 
but in ours would be translated " The Lake 
qf Fire ") has a most peculiar phosphores
cent light on its surface; and whether it be 
from the volcanic nature of the whole 
country, or for some other unknown reason, 
there are volumes of smoke ever arising from 
its awful depths. These clouds of smoke 
take most fantastic forms before the eyes of 
those upon the hills, one most common 
shape in later times being spoken of as 
"Tlze larger Hope." Those who have 
caught this "view" assure us that even 
though the wandering, self-willed animals 

appear to;perish in the lake, they come up 
somehow or other safely on the other side ! 
For my part, I do not believe them ; for 
this old book that my friend has given me 
distinctly states that when destruction over
takes them they shall not escape. ( 1 Thess. 
v. 3.)

At other times the clouds arising from the
lake become so dense and cover so large an 
area that the dwellers on the hills almost 
persuade themselves that there is no lake at 
all ! You would think it strange, but it is a 
melancholy fact; and, on the strength of this 
idea, many are known to wander to the 
margin, and, losing their footing on its 
cracking edge, have been sucked under by 
its greedy waves. 

* * * * * 

Oh, reader, beware of the lake of fire! The 
Steward points thee to the narrow bridge, 
and bids thee get to the Shepherd. Haste 
before "the last eruption breaks forth. Haste 
before hungry wolves �ither tear thy flesh or 
drive thee into those tossing billows. Fear 
not to_ cross that sturdy arch that spans the 
chasm. It has borne many heavier than 
thyself! 

Let the joys of the Father's house now 
allure thee. . \Vand�r no more, return 
to-day, and the raptures that will fill thy 
heart and His, will make thee wonder why 
thou didst not come before. Haste, haste, 
haste! 

A LIVING SACRIFICE, 
(ROMANS xii. 1.) 

�NE heart Iriy Saviour to adore,
� One tongue to praise Him more and more,

Two eyes to see His glory fair,
Two Nps to speak to Him in prayer;
Two ears to hear His holy will,
Two hands His service to fulfil ;
Two feet to tread the path to heaven,
And all to Him are freely given.
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SCATTERED SEED. 
"THY SOUL SHALL BE REQUIRED 

OF TH EE. 11 mHILE staying on the east coast, 
during the summer of 1892, I

visited a Christian of middle age, 
with whom I had several happy 

talks about Him whom we both love. On 
one of these occasions she gave me the 
following account of her conversion, which, 
with her permission, I reproduce, as nearly 
as I can, in her own words, trusting that it 
will be used of God in blessing to someone 
passing, it may be, through similar exercises 
of soul. 

" About twenty years ago my sister, who 
was accustomed to go to chapel, invited me 
one Sunday evening to attend the preaching 
of an earnest, godly man, who had just come 
into the neighbourhood. 

"At first I refused; but, being pressed very 
much by her, I went. She took me to a 
front seat in the gallery. 

" After singing and prayer the preacher 
announced his text-' BuT GoD SAID UNTO 
HIM, . THOU FOOL, THIS NIGHT THY SOUL 
SHALL BE REQUIRED OF THEE.' (Luke xii. 20.) 
He prayed again that the Lord would bless 
His Word to some soul, and then went on 
with his discourse. 

"He was very earnest, and selected two 
points to look at. 

"First, what the rich man said : 'Soul, 
thou hast much goods,' &c. 

"Secondly, God's message to him: 'Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee: then whose shall those things be, which 
thou hast provided ? ' 

" The speaker seemed to be asking the 
question of his hearers ; and very solemnly 
repeated the words, 'This night thy soul 
shall be required of thee.' 

" ',vhat ! ' I thought; 'so soon? No 

time to get ready?' Pointing straight to
wards me, he said, ' You young girls there 
may say, very much like the man, you are 
young and well, and mean to enjoy life; 
but read with me again. God said, this 
night I' 

"Then he asked which of us could say we 
should not die that night? 

" I was so deeply convinced of my state 
as a sinner, that I felt sure that God was 
speaking to me, as •the preacher again and 
again read, 'This night thy soul shall be 
required of thee.' 

" 'Oh ! ' I thought, 'he means me. ·what 
shall I do if I die? I am not ready ! ' I sat 
with my face covered, so terror-strick�n with 
the thought of going to hell that night, that 
I knew very little else until the preacher 
said, 'Let us pray.' He entreated the 
Lord to impress His own word upon the 
hearts of those who had heard it, especially 
upon the young. I tried to pray; but my 
grief seemed too great. ' Now we must 
leave,' I thought, ' others to go to their 
homes, but I to hell!' Night came on, but 
I dared not go to bed, fearing to sleep lest 
I should wake up in hell! so I passed that 
and many nights sitting up. 

" Being in great distress, I said to a 
Christian friend, ' I am wretched, and shall 
never be happy again ! ' 

"She replied, 'Oh, yes, you will; you must 
work for the Lord ! ' 

"'Vell, I did work-in the Sunday-school 
and tract distributing, and doing anything 
else which I thought to be work for the 
Lord, and attended all the meetings too ; 
but no peace came. 

"In my disappointment I said to another, 
'What shall I do?' He answered, 'You 
want faith.' One said one thing, and one 
said another thing, but I was in no way 
helped by them. 

" Three weeks after this I heard the same 
preacher speak upon the words of Jesus, 
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'Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.' 

"Ah! how I longed for rest ; but 'no rest 

for me,' I thought, 'I am too great a sinner ! '

"\\That God had said was so deeply rooted

within me that there seemed to be no ra Y of
hope anywhere. 

"The preacher kept saying 'Come!' 'Oh,' 
I thought, 'tell me how I I want rest.' But 
the rest and the way to it was very indefinitely 
pointed out. 

"Going home, disappointed, weary, and 
sick at heart, and at my wit's end, I wept and 
prayed. Then it was that the Lord Himself 
-blessed for ever be His name-seeing my
distress, and deep need, came in with His
word, 'Accepted in the Beloved I'

"I started from my knees to see who had 
spoken. The words were so precious, ' ,iVho 
could have spoken them?' I thought. Then, 
like Samuel, I knew it was the Lord. I 
believed Him, and found 'joy and peace 
in believing.' 

"I need scarcely add, that having learned 
that I was accepted in Christ, I no longer 
feared to lie down; but said, with David, 'I

will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: 
for Thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in 
safety.'" 

Reader, are you ready if God should call 
you hence to-night? If you are washed and 
made whiter than snow by the sacrifice of 
Him whose blood "cleanseth from all sin," 
you are ready; but if you are not cleansed 
from sin, you are not ready. 

The moment is coming when, ready or 
unready, you must leave this world, and 
whither are you going? 

You cannot dwell ,vith God with sin upon 
you. 

Beware, therefore, that you refuse not, nor 
neglect the salvation God has provided at so 
great a cost. 

It is offered freely to all who believe in 
Jesus, the blessed Son o( God. But delay 
not, for, as we often say, in the language of 
scripture, "Behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, 110w is the day of salvation." 

F. E. vV. 
' 

11 I NEED NOT TROUBLE NOW,JJ ii MAN had been brought into
the YVarrnambool hospital with
a broken back. While felling

trees in the bush a falling limb

had crushed him. As he lay there, at times

suffering extreme agony, a visitor asked him 
about·the eternity now so near. 

"Do you know that you cannot live 
long?" 

"Yes; the doctor gives me only a week." 
"Only a week ! And what after that, dear 

friend?" 
"Oh, sir, I'm not afraid ; I have no 

trouble about eternity." 
",-vhy not? Are you good enough to 

meet God, and to claim an entrance into 
heaven?" 

"No, no ! That 's not it. I know I 'm a 
sinner, but Christ took all my trouble upon 
the cross, and I have no need to trouble 
now. I am at peace, thank God, but it is 
because Christ was troubled for me." 

Precious answer ! Blessed confidence ! 
Sin entails trouble, and that trouble must 
fall upon the sinner or upon his Substitute. 
This dying man had by faith seen Jesus 
troubled, afflicted, forsaken, dying on the 
cross for his sins, and now, tortured with 
pain and within a week of eternity, he could 
calmly and confidently say, "I have no 
trouble now." 

The believer gets rid of sin's trouble in 
seeing that God has laid the sins on Jesus, 
and smitten Him for us. Some people fix 
the blame of their sins upon others, as Adam 
•did upon Eve, and Eve upon the serpent,
each repudiating the guilt and accusing
another. This gives no relief; but, troubled
sinner, own your guilt without reserve, and
look to Christ as the Sin-bearer, and you
may say-

Gone for ever-blessed fact ! 
Sorrow, pain, and care, 

All that 's dark behind me, 
All before me fair, 

Gospel Truth. 
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ONLY ONE, 

NE day, while walking through 
part of Devonshire, I called 
occasionally at the houses to 
leave little gospel books, and 

to speak to some of the dear people about 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and about their 
precious souls. 

At one of the houses by the roadside I saw 
in the large kitchen a young girl who appeared 
to be rapidly sinking as a victim to that most 
distressing disease, consumption. Seeing how 
ill she was, I spoke a little to her, and upon 
leaving promised to call again and bring some 
other gospel books. 

Calling a few days later, to my surprise and 
disappointment she had gone for a walk. 
But God "doeth all things well." There 
were others in the house that, no doubt, would 
have hindered her from telling out all that 
was in her heart, and so everything was 

had accomplished by His sufferings and 
death. 

I pointed to verse 38, 

" BE IT KNOWN UNTO YOU THEREFORE, 
�IEN AND BRETHREN, 

THAT THROUGH THIS MAN IS PREACHED 
UNTO YOU THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS," 

and told her to read this as God's message 
to her, and then, closing my ·Bible, asked her 
how she ,vas to get forgiveness. Her reply 
was such as many would give in these days 
·of uncertain sounds-" I must pray for it."
It is a good thing for a soul in distress to cry 
to God. But, alas! many thousands are 
trusting to their prayers instead of to the 
person and work of the Lord Jesus. She 
owned to me that she had been asking for it 
year after year. . 

If you, my reader, are in some such case, 
be assured of this, that "it is not your tears 
of repentance, nor prayers." Read the next 
verse, the thirty-ninth : 

arranged for my conversing with her alone. 
"AND BY HIM ALL THAT BELIEVE ARE

As I walked slowly along the country lane, 
looking to God about it, I saw in front of JUSTIFIED FROi\l ALL THINGS." 

me the very one that I was longing to see. It does not say, "By Him all that pray." 
On speaking to her about her health, she No, it is simply and plainly written, "By Him 

said, "Oh, sir, I don't think I shall do much all that believe are justified." All that believe 
more work in this world." what? perhaps you ask. I reply, "All that 

"\Vell," I said, "I fear not too; but what believe the testimony that God has given in 
about eternity?" this thirteenth chapter of The Acts." 

"Ah," she said, "that is my only trouble; With joy this anxious one appeared to lay 
but I am not a great sinner." hold by faith of the word of God, and when 

I then asked, "How many. sins did Adam I asked again, " Who is it that gets the 
commit to cause God righteously to drive him forgiveness of sins?" she answered, "All 
out of Eden?" She answered, "Only one," that believe." 
and then added so earnestly, "Only one; Now the Lord Jesus told the man of 
I have committed hundreds." whom we read in Luke viii. 39, when he had 

How good it is when a lost and guilty had his deep need met, "Return to thine 
sinner takes the ground of confession of sin own house, and shew how great things God 
before God. It is a joy to speak to such of hath done unto thee." 
Christ Jesus the Saviour. And again, in Romans x. 9, ro, it is written, 

Turning in my Bible to Acts xiii. I sought "Confess with thy mouth." So I pointed 
to show her how that Christ had died for out· to her that the next thing for her to do 
sins, the Just for the unjust, and how that was to confess with the mouth the Lord 
God had raised Him from among the dead, Jesus. 
giving thus a blessed proof that He was · She hesitated; and seeing this, I said, 
satisfied with the work that the Lord Jesus , "Suppose you were drowning, and some one 



46 SCATTERED SEED. jumped into the water and saved you, would you keep it a secret? No, of course you would not; you would be glad to tell out how it was accomplished, as the man in Job xxxiii. , that was delivered, "Singeth before men, and saith, I have sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited me not ; He hath redeemed my soul from going into the pit." (vv. 27, 28. See Revised Version.) We separated, but I trust that she went home to tell out with simplicity how great things the Lord had done for her. 
H. E. 

a NOT BY WORKS," mALVATION is "not by works of righteousness which we have done"; it is by the grace of God through faith. The sinner's works are only "dead works"; and these can never satisfy the living God. The "wicked words" of the unsaved cause him to hate God, and he can never please Him in that state. "Without faith it is impossible to please Him." The Saviour's work upon Calvary's cross was needed, for nought else could meet God's holy claims, nought else could procure redemption. Nought but His precious blood could atone or cleanse us from our many sins. But He has died. His work has been accepted, and now He is risenfrom the dead, and gone into heaven. His work frees us from all our fears, and sets us at liberty to serve in newness of spirit. The saint's works are not in order to gainsalvation, but because salvation has beenreceived. lVe are created in Christ Jesus unto "good works," and it is the great privilege of God's own children to seek to glorify Him day by day
1 

serving now as they will serve throughout eternity. 
"I could not work my soul to save

That work my Lord has done ; 
But I should work like any slave 

From love to God's dear Son."

GOOD WORKS, "ORIS is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works." (Titus iii. 8.) Such is the apostle Paul's word to Titus. He was to exhort the believers, whose welfare he sought, to be diligent in good works. Let us enquire a_ little as to the place which good works have in Christianity, confining ourselves for the sake of clearness to the testimony of this short epistle. It will be found that they are spoken of in each of the three chapters of which it is composed. (Chaptersi. 16; ii.7, 14; iii. 1,8,14.)From this frequency of reference we may gather that good works held no little place in the estimation of the apostle. 
"UNTO EVERY GOOD WORK REPROBATE" is his solemn statement concerning the defiled and unbelieving opposers of the truth whom he met so frequently. They professea that they knew God, but their lives gave th_e lie to their profession. In their works they denied Him, and by their fruits they were known to all who had eyes to see. In reality they were abominable and disobedient, and unto every good work worthless or reprobate. Of such the Lord Jesus often spoke to His disciples. "Not every one that saith unto Me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven. Many will say 

to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name? . . . and in Thy name done many wonderful works?" But His solemn answer is, "I never knew you." Such were mere make-believe disciples; they were but base metal, counterfeit coin. Such, though they may deceive themselves, and those around them, can never pass for real before His all-searching gaze. Sooner 
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or later the truth must out to their shame 
and confusion and everlasting woe. 

Apart from true conversion to God no 
works suited to the holiness of God are 
possible. "They that are in the flesh cannot 
please God." " An evil tree cannot bring 
forth good fruit." "Vvho can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean ? Not one." There
fore a man must be born again, born anew

entirely, before he can accomplish a single 
good work. 

,vorks before conversion are but dead

works, and from these the conscience must 
be purged by the bloo4 of Christ before any 
can acceptably serve the living God. 

Beware then, ye 'Yho are labouring for 
salvation-ye who seek to gain the favour of 
God by efforts of. your own. He whom ye 
profess to serve hath spoken, and it is He who 
hath said that the blessing comes to him that 
"worketh not, but believeth"; that it is 

"NOT BY WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH 
WE HAVE DONE, 

but according to Hi� mercy" He ·saves.

Mark well, and remember that without faith 
it is impossible to please God. The first 
work He requires of you is this, '' That ye 
believe on Him whom He hath sent." (John 
vi. 29.)

"ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORKS."

In the second chapter we find how the
grace of God has appeared, bringing with it 
salvation for all men ; and the story is told 
how the Lord Jesus gave Himself for us that 
He might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto Himself a peculiar people zealous 
of good works. 

God our Saviour in love has given His Son. 
That Son in love has given Himself. Salva
tion is accomplished by His death-eternal 
salvation has been obtained by Hirn for us, 
and believers upon Hirn are redeemed and 
purified unto Himself as a peculiar people. 
It is from these He looks for fruit-from 
these alone. His is ,the grace and His the 
power by which it can be produced. He 
Himself is the source of the good works 
performed by His own. If there be not zeal 

for good works found among His loved ones, 
they at� frustrating one of the purposes for 
-which Ile gave Himself.

The nrst verse of the third chapter puts 
us in mind to be 

"READY TO EVERY GOOD WORK," 

to walki in the footsteps of our blessed 
Master 'who, anointed by the Holy Ghost, 
went ab.out doing good, and was ever at the 
Qeck and call of the needy and weary around 
Him. 

Blessed Master, Thy good works shine out 
upon the pages of the gospel story, and Thou 
b1ddest us to follow Thee in Thine own 
power. 

Further on in the same chapter the 
wondroµs way of salvation is again declared, 
and the verse already quoted bids us be 

"CAREFUL TO MAINTAIN GOOD WORKS," 

or to take "care to pay diligent attention to 
good works." 

Ther¢ is danger of the believer ·settling 
down short of God's intention for him 
in this !· respect - danger of his becoming 
selfish _?.nd, satisfied as to his own blessing 
and salvation, forgetful of those around 
him. 1 

Let � look to it, dear Christian readers, that 
we are 1ot lacking in carrying out the blessed 
tidings of grace to others, and, as far �s in us 
lies, in kinistering in every way to the wants 
of those around us. 

" Do good unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith." 

Are not some of us in peril of shutting up 
our bo\vels of compassion? vVe are not 
straitened in our God. He i:s " able to make 
all gra(:e abound toward " us, that we, 
"alway� having all-sufficiency in all things, 
may ab'ound to every good work." (2 Cor. 
ix. 8.) 

May fa.ch of us seek after that which Titus 
was ex�orted to, and be found " in all things 
shewing " ourselves 

(I A PATTERN OF GOOD WORKS." 

Thu� shall we be to His praise and for the 
blessin� of saints and sinners. I. F. 
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' 

bag of treasure until his hand relaxed in 
THE LOST TREASURE, death._ . Then "Gone ! Gon� ! " '!as his

. despamng cry. That upon which his heart mANY years ;igo a poor, wretched was set was removed, and, as far as we know, 
old miser was run over in the the future held out no joys to attract his soul. 
streets of London. " When the gain thou hast hoarded is slipping from

For a long period he had thy grasp, 
been known as a beggar. Living on crusts When thou standest needy and :ilone, 

d h b··t d h d · th d 1 bl When thy cold hand no longer its wonted props an a i e eac . ay m e same ep ora e may dasp, 
rags, he had contnved to save a considerable Oh, who shall listen to thy groan? 
sum. When taken into the hospital and un- There is One, the Friend of the friendless-
dressed a dirty little bag was found hanging _Jesus! Jesus says, '�ome �nto Me.'

d h' · k Th tt t d t · Smner, mercy's blood-stamed lmtel thy door of hope roun. 1s nee . . e nur�e a. emp e. o may be; 
take 1t off; but, notw1thstandmg his sufferings, The Lamb was sacrificed for thee." 
he clutched it with such convulsive energy 
that she thought it best to let it remain. 

Gradually the poor fellow sank, but all 
the while he kept his hold upon his money. 
Seeing one day that his grasp relaxed, and 
his hand fell upon the bed, the nurse 
gently undid the string, and found the con-. 
tents of the bag amounted to nearly thirty 
pounds. Just then for a moment his �on
sciousness returned. Instinctively he sought 
his treasure, and not finding it, he groaned 
out in awful agony, "Gone ! gone ! " turned 
over in his bed, and died. 

So runs the sad story of the miser's death. 
He had pinched and starved himself to 
gather his little hoard together, and then had 
to, leave it all behind. 

Thus it is with all "under the sun." All 
that man holds dear is shadowed by death ; 
even during the fleeting moments he has it 
iri possession, and slowly but surely his end 
draws on, and if his riches have not taken to 
themselves wings and flown already, he has 
himself to bid them a long farewell. 

Blessed it is for those who have their 
treasure fo heaven, who have an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and uofading, re
served for them there. Such can look beyond 
the grave, and exult in the prospect of spend
ing a golden eternity in the c9mpany of Christ 
-rich, eternally rich, through His poverty.

Worl�ly pleasures
1 

positions, and prospects
will all pass away; for death; "the wages of 
sin," snatches them, every one. 

The poor miser clung to his dirty little 

OBEYING THE GOSPEL 

A VE you obeyed the gospel yet, 
my reader? Have you submitted 
to the truth of God about you ?

God says, "Sinner" is your 
name. Do you own that this .is true ? 

He declares you are without strength, and 
ungodly. Do you acknowledge this? 
' Obeyz"ng the gospel is just simply taking 
the place which God gives me, and accepting 
His salvation as· that which I could never 
gain by works of my own. 

The story is told of a deserter who was 
making application for pardon during the ' 
jubilee year. He was about to relate the 
circumstances under which he had with
drawn, when he was stopped by the question, 
"Are you a deserter?" Again he sought to 
tell the details of his escape, but again was 
asked, "Are you a deserter?" when he at 
last answered,· "Yes." "Fill up this paper 
then " was now the command. This being 
done, and thus a confession of his crime 
being made; a full, free pardon in the Queen's 
name was handed to him. No longer need 
he seek to escape from the eyes of his old 
comrades, or from the authorities. All was 
settled now. All was clear. H,is guilt was 
known; nothing remained to come out; and 
the highest authority in the realm had pro
nounced him free. 
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THE CHILDREN JS PARABLE, 

HERE is one parable or word
picture spoken by the Lord
Jesus when on earth which

May you who read these lines be speedily
numbere� among tJ:iose who are found by
the gracious Shepherd, and borne in His
arms of love safe to His own heavenly
home.

. should have a special interest
__ .;;:..--- for every child. It will be THE EYES, LIPS, TONGUE, AND EARS,

foQnd recorded in Matthew xviii.
Again and again children are mentioned HE eyes, lips, tongue, and ears

h1 the early verses of the chapter, and the of those who are without Christ
parable given in verses 12, 13 ·concerns the are all marked by sin.

little ones-the lost little ones whom the �� "No fear of God before their
�on of man came to save. This, then, is eyes." "Poison of asps is under
the children's parable: cc How think ye? if their lips." ""\Vith their tongues they have
a man have an hundred sheep, and one of used deceit." "They are like the deaf adder
t},em be gone astray, doth he not leave the that stoppeth her ear." 

' ninety a�1d nine, and goeth into the moun- They fear not God. Their words are
tains,. and seeketh that which is gone astray? bitter and burning like poison. They are
And if so ?� that he find it, �erily I say unto deceitful and u�true j and, marked thus by
you, he reJmceth more of that sheep, than of sm,. they are gmlty before God, having done
the ninety and nine which went not astray." their ?wn will. ,vorse than all, when God

I� was for _the lost that the Lord Jesus ,calls m won�ous grac: they �efuse to listen,
Christ left His glory-home and came into and stop their ears agamst His message. 
this world. For the lost ones He laid down Now, on the contrary, the eyes and lips, the
His life. 

· tongue and ears, of the believer are blessed.
Many' stories have been told of shepherd- cc Blessed are your eyes, for they see : and

lads and men who have gone into mountain- your ear�, for they hear," the Saviour could
ous fastnesses and into extremely dangerous say to His own. They saw Him, the Saviour
places in order to save sheep and lambs and the Lord ; t�ey heard too t_he _word� of
which have wandered from the flock and wo�drous love which fell from His hps. The
some shepherds have lost their Jives in' their believer's tongue too is not defiling, but
endeavours to rescue the truants. "wh_olesome," and thus "a tree of life " to

Such stories seldom fail to gain our precious souls aro1:1nd,
1 

whil� his opened lips
attention;, but surely if we could have been show forth the Saviour s praise.
the· lost lamb or sheep our interest would
have been greatly increased.

Now, in th� story of the Good Shepherd
the Lord Jesus, who is also called the Great
Shepherd and the Chief Shepherd-this is
the case.

The sinner was the lost sheep; the Saviour
was the seeking Shepherd. To find us He
went_ to Calvary. There He endured the
just judgment of God; there He laid down
His life for the sheep ; and flow He rejoices
over every �oy and girl, and over every man
and woman, who is blest and saved because
of His work on the cross.

TRUE WISDOM., 

HERE are n1any who have
_ passed. through a41 the · stages

of school, college, and university- learning who have never gained
even the rudiments of true wis

dom-the very first step, the AB C of which
is "The fear of the Lord."

" There is no fear of God before their
eyes," is the solemn testimony of the Scrip
tures to the state of the unsaved.
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Many a boy and girl, when they have 
disobeyed or dece.ived, seem to have no 
concern that their sin is known to their 
Creator-God, to whom they must give account; 
but only fear lest teacher or parent should 
discover the evil doing, and punish them 
according to their deserts. 

"Dost not thou fear God?" said one of 
the two dying thieves, who were crucified 
with the blessed Son of God, to his still 
blaspheming comrade in guilt. On the very 
borderland of eternity the " beginning of 
wisdom" had dawned upon him, and, owning 
his guilt, and the justice of his condemnation, 
he looked in simple faith to the suffering 
Saviour, received full forgiveness, and the 
Saviour's assurance that that day he should 
be with Him in paradise. 

It is said of a true servant of God, that 

Scriptures, all that we need to guide us 
through every difficulty. 

May you, who are saved, know what it is 
to be learning, and finding your food from 
it, getting, like J ehoiachin of old, a daily 
rate for every day, all the days of Jbur life. 

Read the Bible to learn more about the 
Lord Jesus, His person, His work, His glory. 

,vell may we repeat .the apostle's injunc
tion, " Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom." (Col. iii. 16.) 

QUEEN VICTORIA,S GIFT, 

NE fine afternoon, in the height 
of the London season, a few 

� years ago, when Regent Street 
was crowded with carriages and " he feared man so little, because he feared _ 

God so much." - foot passengers, a sharp, pierc
ing cry from a child's voice rose suddenly 
above the noise of rolling wheels and prancing 
horses, and arrested everybody's attention. 

Dost thou fear God, young reader? " The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." 

THE WORD OF GOD, 

OW foolish indeed would be the 
mariner who endeavoured to 

� steer his way across the track
less ocean without chart, with
out compass! Yet there are 

many who are sailing on life's ocean without 
the word of God as their chart and compass. 
Such will never reach the port of glory, but 
will be wrecked on the rocks of unbelief, 
afid be lost. 

·Are you like one of these, or have you
trusted the word of God, which alone can 
be your infallible guide? God's word can 
never fail. When we read, '' :av Him all 
that believe are justified," we can rest our 
souls' salvation upon the truth of it, because 
it is God's word. Receiving it in faith, we 
can say, "I do believe/ therefore I am justi
fied-not because I feel it, but because God's 
word declares it." 

Then, when we are saved, we find, in the 

Immediately a gentleman, fashionably 
· dressed, was seen to dart from the side walk

into the centre of the roadway, where the
current of traffic was at its thickest. Right
in front of one of the carriages, apparently
under the very hoofs of the horses, he
stooped down, and snatched up the prostrate
body of a. ragged little lad, and, with his
burden, regained once more the side-walk.

The crowd, whi�h had held its breath for
a second of suspense, burst into an expres
sion of admiration. It was then seen that
the gallant rescuer was uninjured. But it
was otherwise with the boy, who lay limp
and helpless in the firm but tender grasp of
his deliverer. The latter-a man of dis
tinguished bearing-hailed a hansom cab,
and, still retaining hold of his insensible
burden, got inside, and directed the cabman
to drive with all speed to St. Thomas's
Hospital.

The child regained consciousness soon
after his arrival at the hospital, and his
rescuer had the pleasure of hearing that he
had not sustained any very serious injury.
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Lingering for a few moments at the bedside, 
the gentleman began to talk with the boy, 
who was clad in rags, barefooted, and looked 
as if he had suffered from privation. 

, "vVhat is your name?" asked the 
gentleman. 

" Jim, sir." 
"Jim what?" 
"Jim Nothing, sir." 
"You must have a name!" 
"Never heard on it, sir." 
"Have you a father and mother?" 
" Please, sir, I ain't had no father nor 

mother these five years." 
Then, little by little, the boy told a touch

ing story of early orphanhood, and of a 
subsequent struggle for existence, on the 

· streets of London.
It so happened that the gentleman in

question was an officer in the army, and a
member of the Queen's household, and, it is
said, that, some ·days after the incident, which
supplied a brief paragraph to the press at
the time, came to Her Majesty's ears. 'The
Queen was much interested in the case, and
benevolently arranged to provide' for the
future of the fatherless and friendless lad.

The officer who had rescued Jim had
him placed, by Her Majesty's directions, in
an industrial school for three years, after
which, as the lad exhibited considerl:l,ble
musical aptitude, he was admitted into the
band of one of the regiments stationed near
London.

On the day he first put on regimentals as
a band boy he received a little packet from
his rescuer, and this proved to contain a
present from the Queen herself. It was a

Bible, on the fly-leaf of which were written
the words, "\Vhen my father and my mother
forsake me, then the Lord wiIJ take me up ";
with the added inscription-"To James, from
his friend, Victoria R."

As I read this interesting little narrative-
so very much to the credit of this kind and
brave officer, and of our good and benevolent
Sovereign -there arose vividly before my
mind another picture of "wondrous love."
It was this-" The kindness and love of

God, our Saviour, toward man," of which 
I saw it was a faint reflection. 

This kind gentleman "risked his precious 
life to save a poor little ragged lad from 
death, but in so doing he did not get even a 
scratch or bruise, or lose one drop of blood. 
But Jesus, the blessed Son of God, in order 
to save you and me from everlasting death 
and ruin, had to suffer agonies beyond de
scription on the cross. 

:, We may not know, we cannot tell, 
\Vhat pains He had to bear ; 

But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there." 

The Queen acted most graciously in 
arranging to provide for the future of little 
Jim ; but think of the kindness and love of 
God our Father in predestinating to the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
Himself each of those who have been 
saved by Christ, and who henceforth receive 
'" the Spirit of adoption," whereby they cry 
"Abba Father." Not only does He do this, 
but He cares for each child of His all 
through his life here on earth, providing for 
his daily needs, and never l�tting him 
• want "any good thing."

How gloriously does the blessed God
"provide for the future" of His children,
telling in His word of a beautiful home,
prepared by Jesus, for them that love Him;
a home where there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow nor crying ; neither shall
there be any more pain.

Dear young reader, do you yet know Jesus
as your Saviour, who loved you and gave
Himself ' for you? The apostle John says,
Unto them which received Him, to them
gave He power to become the sons Eor
children] of God. Oh, the joy, the rest of
knowing God as our own loving Father!

How Jim must have loved and prized his
Bible, Queen Victoria's gift to him ! Jesus
says, "I have given them Thy word." Do
you love the word of God ? for that is the
great mark of a true child of God-love
for the Bible. God grant .that it may prove
a lamp to your feet and a light to your
path. M. S. S.
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A CHILD'S PRAYER. 

LITT LE girl, about four years 
old, had been dressed one morn
ing, and sent downstairs to get
her breakfast. 

Almost directly afterwards she 
came up again, and on a lady, whom she 

called auntie, asking her why she did not 
stay below, she replied, "I have not had my 
talk with Jesus." Then kneeling down by 
the bed, and putting her little face in her 
hands, she prayed. 

I am sure it was very pleasing to the Lord 
Jesus to see her do this and to hear her 
simple prayer. His tender, loving heart and 

open ear are ever ready to listen to what a 
little child has to say to Him. If you cannot 
see Jesus, Jesus sees you, and hears you, 
and knows every one of your little thoughts ; 
and if you wish to speak to Him, do not be 
afraid, He will be as sure to hear you as 
your mother or sister or brother would if 
you called to them in the next room. The 
little girl who wanted to have her talk with 

Jesus before she could take her breakfast 
had often been told how Jesus loved her, 
and she loved Him in return. Jesus said, 
"Suffer the little children to come unto Me, 
and forbid them not : for of such is the 
kingdom of God." (Mark x. 14.) ",ve love 
Him, because He first loved us." ( 1 John 
iv. 19.)
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THE FIVE PICTURES, 

OME months ago I had six 
pictures drawn by a friend of 
mine, and from these I · often 
give addresses to children. It 
is quite interesting to see how 

the little dots appreciate the pictures, and 
how eagerly they listen to the explanations. 

Now as all the readers of Scattered Seed 
cannot see these pictures, I will try to describe 
them a little, and also say a few words about 
them. 

My first picture then is that of an ass or 
donkey kneeling upon the ground, with two 
great burdens on his strong back. 

I call this picture 

THE BURDENED ASS. 

·what scripture does it remind you of?
Look at Genesis xlix. 14 : " Issachar is a
strong ass couching down between two
burdens."

I take this as an illustration of a sinner 
with his sins upon him. 

Now remember, all boys and girls who 
have not had their sins washed away by the 
precious blood of Jesus bear these two 
burdens. 

·what shall we call them ? " Sins of Com
mission" and "Sins of Omission." 

\ Vhat is the meaning of these long words ? 
The first is doing what is wrong, the other 
not doing what is right. 

Every day these burdens grow heavier 
and heavier. 

But perhaps you do not feel them. How 
is that? 

They were very small to begin with, but 
day by day they have grown a little heavier. 
How sad it is to see old men and women 
never feeling the weight of their burdens 
till they lie on a death-bed, or even pass 
away into a lost eternity; for no sin can 
ever enter heaven. Nothing that defileth 
enters there, and sin defiles. May you feel 
the weight of these dreadful burdens, and 
never rest until you are rid of them. 

My second picture is a man riding on 
an ass in a narrow lane, with walls on either 
side. The man is evidently very angry, and 
he is beating the ass, which has fallen down 
upon its knees in the road. A few yards in . 
front of him is an angel with a drawn sword 
in his hand. I call this 

THE WISE ASS. 

You can read the story in Numbers xxii. 
God told Balaam not to go on a certain 

journey. He very much wanted to go, so 
he disobeyed God and went. Whilst on the 
journey, the angel of the Lord appeared in 
the road with a drawn sword in his hand. 
The ass saw the angel, but her master
Balaam-did not. Thrice she tried to avoid 
him. Balaam got very angry, and smote her 
with a staff, •and wished for a sword to kill 
her. \\That an awful sin anger is! It casts 
love out of the heart, and makes little boys 
and girls, as well as grown-up people, very 
unhappy. The third time the ass turned 
aside out of the angel's way, Balaam must 
have been astonished indeed. 

A donkey can sleep, and eat, and drink, 
and smell, and hear, and see, and feel, and 
walk, and gallop, but there is one thing it 
cannot do. It cannot talk. On this occasion, 
however, God enabled the ass to speak, and 
she said to Balaam, "Am not I thine ass, 
upon which thou hast ridden ever since I 
was thine unto this day? Was I ever wont 
to do so unto thee?" "And he said, Nay." 

Oh, how astonished he must have been ! 
And then God opened his eyes, and he saw 
with thankfulness how his faithful beast had 
sav.ed his life. The angel rebuked him for 
treating his ass in this cruel way. The ass 
saw the judgment ahead, but not so her 
rider. He was quite blind to it. 

I wonder how many of my dear readers 
are like poor, blind Balaam. Like him, you 
can see well enough with your natural eyes, 
but you do not see-if still unsaved-that 
you are hurrying on to death and judgment, 
and the lake of fire. That is where your 
burdens must sink you down to. 

You are not ignorant of all these things. 
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You are not like the poor little black 
children, who. have not heard of Jesus and 
His love-you know all about it. 

Oh ! open your eyes and see where you 
are hurrying to, ·and "flee from the wrath to 
come." Be like the wise ass and turn aside 
from the judgment. Fly to Jesus for refuge. 

My third picture is of a judge riding on a 
large, fine ass into' the gates of a beautiful 
city. 

Can you tell me who was the greatest 
person who ever rode upon an ass? \Vhy, 
Jesus, the Son of God ! 

Now I do not think it right to try and 
make pictures of Him. \Ve must wait till 
we see Him in all His beauty and glory, 
then we shall know what He is like. \Ve 
cannot tell what He wa_s like when upon 
earth. 

But this picture gives the children an idea 
of how He rode into Jerusalem. 

I call this picture 

THE HONOURED ASS. 

You can read the beautiful story of Jesus 
riding meek and lowly on an ass in 
Matthew xxi. 

However, I do not want you to think of 
the ass, but of its rider-Jesus. The people 
broke branches of palm-trees and threw them 
on the road where Jesus was riding. They 
cried, " Hosannah in the highest ! ,, They 
wanted Him to be their rightful King. But 
what happened in Jerusalem? He was cruci
fied and slain. 

Perhaps my next two pictures will explain 
this. I call them 

THE REDEEMED ASS. 

Look at �xodus xiii. 13 : "And every 
firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with 
a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it, 
then thou · shalt break his neck." This 
teaches us in type and shadow the story of 
redemption. 

My picture shows an Israelite who has 
brought the firstling of an ass to the priest; 
but, alas ! he has no lamb. They evidently 
have been discussing the matter, and the 

poor owner of the little creature has been 
pleading for its life. 

The priest points to a roll in his hand
evidently a copy of the law-.and tells him 
according to that he has no alternative ; the 
little ass must die, his neck must be broken. 
The other picture depicts another Israelite 
hurrying along the road, leading the little ass 
by a cord, and carrying an innocent lamb in 
his bosom. 

Ah ! he will soon arrive at the tabernacle, 
and the priest will slay the innocent lamb, 
and thus the firstling of the ass will go free 
and live. 

Now we are like that little ass ; we need 
redemption. \Ve have been born in sin

,and we have ourselves committed sins. 
Now what Lamb will die for our sins? 

I am sure you will all remember the beautiful 
name John the J;3aptist gave the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He exclaimed, as Jesus walked, 
" Behold THE LAMB OF GoD, which taketh 
away the sin of the world." 

That is why Jesus was crucified just out
side the walls of Jerusalem. God forsook 
Jesus on the cross, and there He suffered 
the Just for the unjust, there He atoned for 
sm. 

Now if we come to God pleading the 
atoning death of the Lamb of God, trusting 
Christ, He will give us salvation-the for
giveness of our sins. Just as the lamb was 
slain, and the little ass went free, so the 
Saviour died, and the sinner who trusts 
in Him goes free. Are you free? 

And now for my last picture, which I call 

THE DEAD ASS. 

It is a very melancholy picture. The body 
of a dead ass, with the birds of prey near at 
hand. 

Turn to Jeremiah xxii. 19. Speaking of a 
wicked king-J ehoiakim-the scripture says, 
" He shall be buried with the burial of an 
ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates 
of Jerusalem." 

Instead of being buried with all the pomp 
and splendour of a king, and placed in the 
sepulchre of his fathers, God said he should 
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THE HEART, MOUTHJ HANDS, FEET. 
die without his relatives sorrowing for him, 
and without his people honouring him-that 
he should .. be buried like a dead donkey. 

h "' Why was t is? Because of his wickedness. ONVERSION.' Ah! that is 
what I do not believe in," Let me give you an illustration of it. 

Jeremiah the prophet had written a roll, 
containing God's warpings of judgment 
upon the wicked king. He asked his friend 
Baruch to read it in the ears of the 
people. The king hearing of it sent for it, 
and when three or four leaves had been 
read to him, he cut it in pieces with his 
penknife, and then threw the pieces into 
the fire. 

That will give you an idea of how wicked 
he was. Not only did he commit wicked
ness, but he disregarded God's warnings. So 
he died, and was buried as God foretold. 

Take care, dear children, and -do not 
despise the word of God. Oh, pay heed to 
its warning voice ! It tells us of our danger 
and guilt. Let us not go on in it, and add to 
our sin by neglecting God's word ; for if 
this be the case, we shall have to endure the 
endless shame of the second death in the 
lake of fire, far, far away from the gates of 
the heavenly Jerusalem. 

Not a physical death and a burial outside 
the gates of an earthly Jerusalem, qut a 
spiritual second death outside the gates of a 
heaven! y Jerusalem, will be our portion. 

May God preserve you from it, dear 
children, by leading you to feel the burden 
of your sins, to see the coming judgment, 
and then to trust the blessed Saviour. He 
will welcome you. "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." 
(Acts xvi. 3r.) A. J. P. 

Living God 
Living Bread 
Living Water 
Living \¥ ord 
Living Way 
Living Hope 

REALITIES, 
Psalm lxxxiv. 2. 

John vi. 5r. 
John ix. 10. 

Heb. iv. 12. 

Heb. x. 20. 

t Peter i. 3. 

the idea. 

- said an opposer of the gospel.
· He did not see his need of
conversion, and so he scorned

But it matters little what sinners think or 
utter; the word of God will stand when all 
their expressions of opposition are for ever 
hushed. 

Let us see what it says. These are the 
wqrds of the Saviour Himself-

" Except ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom cif heaven." 

The sinner is away from God, and still 
going astray, �nd he needs to be turned 
round. 
. His heart, mouth, hands, and feet alike 

need conversion, and conversion will affect 
them all. .-� 

Faith with the lrt::art, confession �with' the· 
mouth, works with the hands, and walk with 
the feet, are alike found in all true GOnver
sions to God. 

Learning his lost condition and his guilt ; 
hearing the simple gospel story of the love 
of God and of the work of Christ; believino 
in his heart that God hath raised Christ fro;{ 
the dead, confession is made with the mouth 
unto- salvation. But this is not all. The 
hands are no longer to work our own will, to 
steal, to do violence, or in any way to serve 
Satan, but to labour in that which is good ; 
while the feet become beautiful in God's ser
vice as the convert carries the glad tidings 
to others. 

THE LORD OUR REFUGE. 
Past. 

Present. 

Future. 

"Thou hast been . . . a refuge 
from the storm." (Isa. xxv. 4.) 

"Thou art my hiding place." 
(Psalm xxxii. 7.) 

"A man shall be as an hiding 
place.'' (Isa. xxxii. 2.)
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SCATTERED SEED. 
THE SECOND DEATH, mOME years ago, having been asked 

by a Christian to be present on 
the occasion of the burying of his 
only and infant son, where many 

friends and relations were gathered together, 
I spoke a few words about the portion of 
infants who died; referring to Matthew xviii. 
10-14; and then went on to speak about
what concerns all grown-up persons, what
Scripture says on the first and second death,
showing there are persons who will not be
hurt by the second death, while there are
those who will be cast into the lake of fire,
which is the second death.

I read Revelation ii. rr, "He that over
cometh shall not be hurt of the second 
death." In the verse before we read, " The 
devil shall· cast some of you into prison." 
How does he do this ? He uses the world 
( of which he is god) to persecute those who 
hold the truth, and this was what he was 
doing in Smyrna. Some were refusing to 
give up the truth, and the Lord gave them 
this comfort, that they should not be hurt by 
the second death. Although the enemy might 
resist them unto the first death-that is, 
martyr them-he had no power beyond, so 
they are exhorted to overcome, and not to 
be overcome. "Whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world: and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith. 
Who is he that overcometh the world, but 
he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
God?" (1 John v. 4, 5.) But if, instead of 
overcoming by faith, persons go with the 
world, and live and die in their sins, then 
comes the second death, which takes effect at 
the resurrection to judgment and the great 
white throne; for then we read, " Whosoever 
was not found written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire." (Rev. xx. 15.) 

Amongst the friends, who were listening 

while I was speaking, was an elderly man, 
who had often been to hear the gospel 
preached, but was quite indifferent to it, 
preferring to live in his sins ; and who 
had no heart for Christ, and that salvation 
which is by Him. But, two days after, I 
received a message that he wished to see 
me, for the word about " the second death " 
had alarmed him. As soon as I was able I 
went to see him. He gladly received me, 
and we soon began to speak about the con
cerns of the soul. He was very ignorant of 
God's way of salvation, for on asking him 
what he thought was necessary for his soul's 
salvation, he replied, " I must renounce the 
devil." 

"But," I said, "he will not renounce 
you. He has held dominion over you these 
many years, and will not let any of his 
slaves go till he is obliged to. Now Jesus 
Christ came into the world to destroy the 
works of the devil, and He only can deliver 
you out of the power of the enemy. '·when 
we were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly' (Rom. v. 6), 
and by that death all real believers are 
' delivered from the power of darkness, and 
translated ... into the kingdom of His dear 
Son.' (Col. i. 13). Such 'shall not be hurt 
of the second death.' " After so�e further 
conversation I left. Meeting the Christian 
man who lost his son, I related to him 
the interview, when he replied: "·well, if 
the death of my child is a blessing to the 
old man, it will be worth losing the child." 
Should these lines be read by any unsaved 
person, I would say, for your own sake, 
weigh the solemn facts recorded in Scripture. 
There are those on whom the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of 
God and of Christ (Rev. xx. 6), and there 
are also those who are to be cast into the 
lake of fire. This ts the second death. (Rev. 
xx. 14.) Ponder which shall be your portion.

G. W. Gv. 
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UNDER CONDEMNATION1 II 0\1/ frequently do we hear ofsome wretched person being sentenced to death for the crime of murder of which he has been found guilty. He is not under trial now, but under
condemnation. The tribunal before which he has been arraigned has concluded the case by finding a verdict of guilty against the prisoner, and the death sentence has been passed by the judge on the unhappy person. He is ready to pen·sh, and he knows that it is of no use whatever to try to alter the solemn and, indeed, awful condition his guilt has placed him in.. Whatever his conduct may be whilst under condemnation, whether it be good or bad, each hour only brings him nearer the fatal moment when the dread sentence of the law is to executed upon him. If having been condemned, the prisoner retires to sleep, and dreams that he at liberty; he only finds on awakening that he has been deceived, he is still under
condemnation. If he have the faintest hope that his life may be yet spared, it is the hope of mercyonly, and oftentimes this proves to be vain; but even if the royal prerogative be exercised in his favour, and a reprieve be granted, it is but a mitigation of the dread sentence of death· that was passed upon him by which his life is spared. He is still a prisoner, still in captivity, he is not free. Man in his natural state is under con
demnation ; he is not now under trial, his trial is over, and the verdict has been pronounced. (Romans iii. 10-18, Psalm xiv. 1-3, Isaiah i. 6.) All are alike "guilty,""there is no difference." Such are the solemndeclarations of scripture; but though under
condemnation, unsaved reader, you need notdespair, nor need you perish. No ! youmay have a free pardon now. Not merely acommutation of the sentence of condemnation that you are under, but full and freedischarge from all your sins and their awful

consequences. This is offered by God. You are condemned already, and consequently 
ready to pensh; but though such be your awful condition, you need not be eternally lost. Christ has died ( 1 Cor. xv. 3); the redemption price has thereby been fully paid,and G.od has raised Him from among the dead, and is now preaching peace by Jesus Christ. (Acts x. 36.) And this peace with God (Romans v. 1) may be yours, whoever you may be; for He says "whosoever beli.eveth in Him shall receive remission of sins." (Acts x. 43.) Oh, wiU you have such a gift as 'this? It is God's gift through Jesus Christ. If still without Christ, you are without hope and without God in the world (Eph. ii. 12) ; and in such a condition you are under condemnation ; but owning your need, acknowledging your lost estate, and turning in faith to Christ, you will be justified freely in God's grace and will have a place before God in Christ, where there is no condemnation. 

"No condemnation! Precious word ! 
Consider it, my soul ; 

Thy sins were all on Jesus laid, 
His stripes have made thee whole. 

•" In heaven the blood for e.ver speaks 
In God's omniscient ear ; 

The saints as jewels on His heart 
Jesus doth ever bear." Christ is the only One by whom you must be saved. He says, "I am the way, the truth, and the life : No man cometh unto the Father but by Me." S. B. 

A BLIND WOMAN SAVED IN A 

BLANKET. "
-� 

DISASTROUS fire broke out in the most crowded part of Lambeth soon after six o'clock, and resulted in the loss of three lives, and in injuries to three other persons. The scene of the fire was 23, Tower Street, 
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Vv estminster Bridge Road,· a very poor 
locality, and the premises attacked comprised 
an oilmonger's shop and a house of eight 
rooms, sublet to six families of lodgers. 
Mr. Cox and his wife, who were in the back 
room at the time of the outbreak, had to 
rush through a sheet of flame to made their 
escape to the street. On their Wf1¥ they 
sustained terrible injuries, and were as soon 
as possible removed in cabs to St. Thomas's 
Hospital. The number of other persons 
that were in the building at the time is 
not kn�wn. Immediately the fire broke 
out, however, a most sensational incident 
occurred. 

"A blind woman, named Mary Oates, made 
her way to the second floor window, and 
threw it open. She attracted attention by 
her shrieks, and just as she rolled out a 
blanket was stretched out, and, marvellously 
enough, she fell into it and escaped un
injured." 

Such is the narrative, one or two ·points in 
which appear to deserve comment and appli
cation in a spiritual way. 

She was blind, and in the excitement of 
the fire this might have been a hihdral)ce. As 
it was, her salvation was, perhaps, owing to 
her infirmity: for, shrieking for the assistance 
of others, she rolled out of the window into 
the blanket provided to receive her. 

Of old the blind and lame came to Christ 
and were blessed, while others more advan
taged missed His benediction. 

Sinner, thou art blind - knowing not 
whither thou goest because the darkness has 
blinded thine eyes. Seeing no beauty in 
Christ, who is fairer than the sons of men, 
thou art blind indeed. 

But awake to a sense of thy need. The 
flames of judgment are about thee. The 
fire of wrath approaches. Call even now 
upon the Lord. ,vith all thy need and sin 
let thy cry of distress go up. He will hear. 
He will save. 

Roll thyself.-sins and an-· in faith upon 
Him. His finished work will not fail thee. 
Committing thyself to Him thou sp'alt be 
certainly saved. 

GOD'S REQUIREMENT AND GOD1S 

GIFT, 

JOHN iii.

D
HIS chapter tells us of One who 
has come down from heaven, 
who speaks that He knows, and 
testifies that He has seen; who 

knows God fully, and who knows what is 
in man ; and He tells us what God requires 
and what God gives. 

Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
He, the Son of God, came the Light into this 
world, but men loved, and still love, darkness 
rather than light because their deeds are 
evil. He was born into this world in grace 
for you. He has not left us in anywise in 
the dark about it, but has brought perfect 
light to your hearts and consciences, which 
testifies what is from heaven, and what is 
needed for any connection with heaven, and 
in order to be there. So that when I come 
to heaven there is nothing in its moral nature 
that is not brought to my heart and· con
science now.. You will not get a more 
blessed thing in heaven than Christ on earth. 

Nicodemus had a mere human conviction 
of Christ, he knew that He was a teacher 
come from God. When they saw His 
miracles many believed on Him. How 
many Christians are like that now-giving a 
mere human assent to who He is. It is not 
insincerity or dishonesty, but they do not 
know Him. There is no want created in 
the heart. The Son of God is here, is that 
enough for you ? You do not care to know 
what He is here for, or whether you have 
any part with Him. You do not trouble 
yourselves farther, or care to listen to one 
word He says ; not an anxiety as to what He 
has said concerning you, or interest as to one 
thought or feeling He might have. Could 
you be quiet if you thought you were lost 7
You could not. You are lost, and there 
is no greater proof of the utter ruin of man, 
than that Christ does not attract his heart 
speaking and testifying of divine things. 
Any 'bit of news will occupy you, a bit of 
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family interest, a newspaper, a thing passing all had plenty of unholy thoughts. Christ 
in the street; and here is news from heaven, · comes down from heaven and says, The 
news from God, and you do not care for it, , Son of man must be lifted up ! What 
nor for all the love in His coming down from blessed grace in His mouth ! And mark 
heaven to tell it to you. the complete subjection of His soul, the 

rs IT NOT TRUE THAT YOU MUST HAVE A depth of the love in it, the peacefulness and

NEW NATURE? quietness of Christ, thus looking at the
nec�ssity of His drinking that cup of wrath 

You are indifferent to all that God can do, that you might not. And, farther on, when
and you tell me that it is not crime; but is it was going to be accomplished, He set His
it no testimony of the state of your soul, face steadfastly to go up to Jerusalem, and
that Christ has no beauty that you should His sweat was, as it were, great drops of
desire Him, and yet you are "hoping" to go 
to heaven? And what is there in heaven for 

blood as He approached that hour. Yet 

you ? Do you expect to be happy there if here, in the beginning of His career, He

this Christ, who is the centre of heaven's states it as the thing He had come down

delight, has no attraction for· your heart? from heaven to do. He came to do His

Impossible ! It is quite clear that, if I am Father's will, and that will was our salvation.

to be happy in heaven, it is with God. Do YOU DOUBT THAT YOU ARE PERISHING? 
What pleasure have you in God? Is there 
one thing in your heart now that would 
make you happy in heaven ? One single 
affection in your heart that finds its pleasure 
and company in those who fill heaven? Oh, 
may it come home to your soul-the con
viction " I am all wrong, the tree bad, and 
as I am I can never be better." Here the 
Lord, speaking what He knows, says, "Ye 
must be born again." This was what God 
required. 

And now we come to the other side-
THE SON OF MAN MUST BE LIFTED UP. 

God gave His Son. This is the grace, 
this the glad tidings, that you might "not 
perish, but ha"'.e everlasting life." He "must," 
according to the glory of God, but He 
"must" because you are a sinner perishing. 

Because you are a sinner, you will reject 
Him, and prove yourself so bad that nothing 
but the crucifixion of the blessed Lord could 
meet your case. Oh, you must be born 
again! 

But there is another, a deeper, a divine 
"must"; the Son must be lifted up-terrible 
necessity of righteousness ! God is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. The Son of 
man spoke that He knew. Oh, how He 
knew it ! With God there is no allowance 
of evil, not an unholy thought. '\-Ve have 

or do you mark how fully grace rises up 
above all your ruin ? Do you discover that 
the sin that is pressing on your conscience, 
and plaguing your heart, is the very thing 
that Christ died for? that He took it off 
you on Himself? Now you have got to the 
gospel, to tpe glad tidings, the grace, that 
the blessed Lord Jesus put Himself in my 
whole place before God-" made sin "-He 
who knew no sin. Suppose I see Him on 
the cross, standing thus in my place, answer
ing for me because I could not answer for 
myself, I see that He has not left a thing 
that could bar my entrance up to God. He 
appeared once, in the end of the world, to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
He has finished the work. 

Did He put me away into outer darkness? 
No; that will be day-of-judgment work; but 
He put my sin away, and set me there before 
God without sin. That was His Father's 
will, which He came down from heaven to 
do. And, oh, what unspeakable comfort ! 
There is not a sin in my heart that God 
does not know, because there is not a sin in 
my heart that Christ has not died for. He 
drank the cup, and God set His seal in 
righteousness when He said, "Sit Thou at 
M;y right hand until I make Thine enemies 
Thy footstool"; and now grace reigns through 
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righteousness-grace has risen above all our 
sin. What true rest to be able to say, "It 
was all done there between God and Christ 
-righteousness made good before the uni
verse." The moment your soul gets hold of
what those three hours of darkness on the
cross were, you see that all was settled there
between God and Christ, outside yourself;
for if you had got there, you must have got
into wrath.

Hence, when you believe in Christ, you 
come to God, to find the whole question 
settled by Himself-Christ for you. Sweet 
and conscious truth. You can say, "God 
so loved me that He sent His Son : though 
my sins were as scarlet, I am white as 
snow-I can 'go in peace."' One who 
came down from heaven to tell me : " You 
are the vilest of the vile, but I have taken 
up your cause. I have redeemed you to 
Myself-go in peace." He who made peace 
by the blood of His cross, who says, "My 
peace I give unto you." Wonderful love! 
He is able to tell, at such a cost to Himself, 
having drunk the cup that you had earned 
and filled, that He has made peace. 

CAN YOUR HEARTS GO IN PEACE ON 

HIS WORD? 

Do not let any one make you doubt the 
efficacy of what He has done. And the 
Lord give you to hear Him declare, in the 
quietness and grace of that moment, that 
the Son of man must be lifted up ; and 
may He tell you why in applying it to your
self. And may you learn how blessed it 
is to be in 1,ight-the light of God-where 
light shows you white as snow-clean accord
ing to God Himself; and you will know 
what it is to walk in the light of His 
countenance. J. N. D. 

THERE IS NO GOD ELSE 

BESIDE ME;. 

A JUST GOD AND A SAVI OUR; 

THERE IS N ONE 

BESIDE ME. 
ISAIAH xl'f. 21. 

DELAY NOT. 

NUMBER of men are upstairs 
in a house amusing themselves 
with a game of cards. What is 
that ? The window is red ! 

What is that cry in the streets ? " The house 
t's on fire!" says one. "Oh," answers 
another, " shuffle the cards again, let us 
finish the game; we have plenty of time." 

"Fire, fire, fire/" The cry rises more 
sharply from the streets, but the gamblers 
continue their game. One of them swagger
ingly boasts, "It's all right, my brave boys; 
yon door leads to the roof, and we can get 
out at the last minute. I know the way over 
the leads; it's all right, go ahead with the 
game." 

Presently one of them nervously enquires, 
" Are you sure that we can get through that 
door?" and he goes to try, but finds it 
locked. 

"Never mind," is the answer; "I have 
the key." 

"But are you sure you have the key?" 
"Oh, yes! I am sure I have, here it is; 

try it for yourself, and do not be such a 
coward, man; try it." 

The man tries the key. "It will not turn," 
says he. 

"Let me try," says his friend. He puts it 
in the lock, but lo, it will not turn ! 

" It's t/1.e wrong key I " he shrieks. 
"Now, sirs, will ye go back to your game 

again?" No; now they will strain every nerve, 
and labour with might and main to open the 
door, only to find that it is all too late for 
them to escape. 

So many of our hearers are saying, "Oh, 
yes; what the preacher says is well enough, 
but you know we can repent whenever we 
like; we have power to obtain the grace of 
God whenever we please; we know the way; 
have we not been told over and over again 
to trust Christ, and we can do that whenever 
we please; we are safe enough." Ah, but 
suppose you cannot bel£eve wlunever you please I
Suppose the day shall come when you shall 
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call upon the Lord and He will not answer ; 
when you shall stretch out your hand, but 
no man shall regard. Suppose you should 
one day cry, "Lord, Lord, open to us," and 
the answer should be, " I never knew you, 
depart, ye cursed." 

0 procrastinator, if you think that you 
can repent now, why do you not repent now 7 
You believe that you have full power to do 
so ! Oh, do it, do it, and do not trifle 
with that power, lest when the power is 
gone, you find too late that in one sense 
you never possessed it. (Extracted.) 

THE BLIND MAN OF CHAKTU, 

R
N the province of Tuhkien there 

are a great many persons seeking 
after God. 

Some years ago, in a large 
city of this province, a missionary 

opened a chapel. Crowds came to listen, 
and as they went through the principal streets 
they made a great noise and commotion. 
This attracted a blind man seventy-five years 
of age, who asked: 

" What is the matter ? ·what is all the 
noise about?" 

They told him they were going to hear the 
foreign man, who had opened a room to tell 
them about another God. 

"I will go too," he said; so they took 
him. 

The missionary got up, and read for his 
text John iii. 16-" For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth i'n Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." The blind 
man jumped upon his feet, and clasped his 
hands and said : 

"Thank you, sir, very much; that is what 
I have been longing and praying for for 
many years." 

The people said, " He is mad, turn him 
out." 

He answered, "No, I am not mad, but 
know what I want, it is what I have been 

praying for for many years." Six months 
after that the missionary went again to the 
same place, and found seven men had been 
brought to confess Christ, and were now • 
to be baptised. Among them was the poor 
old blind man. 

Every one who was brought for baptism 
was called upon to tell out what God had 
done for him or her. This is what the old 
man said: 

"\Vhen I was twenty-five years of age 
I came to the conclusion that idolatry was 
vain. One morning, as I was walking 
behind my house in a field, I saw a glorious 
ball of tire rise out of the east. I fell down 
on my face and said, 'Oh, sun, take away 
from my heart this pain ! ' Again, in the 
evening, as the sun was going down behind 
the hills, I said, 'Sun, before you go leave a 
blessing behind thee, and take the burden 
from my heart,' but the burden remained on 
my heart. Still again, as I was walking in the 
fields, I said to myself, 'Perhaps the moon 
can save me,' and I prayed to the moon for 
twelve long months, but no peace came to 
me-either from the sun or the moon. 

"Next I turned to the glistering stars, 
and for a year I worshipped them, but they 
brought me no comfort. 

"One day I threw myself upon the ground 
and said, ' If there be a ruler above the stars, 
reveal thyself to me'; but no voice came 
from the ruler above, and I went · on my 
weary course in the world, till I became 
a blind old man, having a burden in my 
heart. 

" When I heard a commotion in the street, 
and asked what it was all about, and went to 
hear the foreign man preach, I heard him 
describe the great God, and then he went 
on to speak of His love to man. I could 
stand it no longer, and, jumping on my feet, 
I exclaimed,' That is just what I want.' Now 
to-night here I am standing to be baptised, 
and I can say with Simeon, 'Now let me 
depart in peace, for I have seen my Saviour, 
and the burden is taken away from my 
heart.' " (Adapted.) 

--00�-
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DRIFTING. 

� 
RIFTING, drifting, drifting on ■ the wide, trackless sea, windand tide alike are bearing themrapidly from home and help and hope. One oar has been lost, and the r:emaining one is broken. They know not how to act, but minute by minute the distance from the shore becomes steadily increased. They have now given themselves up, for lost, and look for the help of others to rescue them. At first, probably, all was pleasure as they amused themselves by the shore. Now the reality of their position forces itself upon them, and they long for succour. Such are the lads and girls in our illustration. And do not they picture r,iultitudes of people, young and old; on every side ? Certain it is that thousands drift on day by day without a thought of their sins or of God's salvation. Their eyes have never been opened to see · their peril. Their ears have never heard the warning voice of judgment to come, and thus week after week, and year after year,· they are borne on without a moment's consideration of what the end will be. Then there comes the time when they see that it will not do to go on in their sins, and they are aroused to the fact that judgment is at hand. Seizing the oars of "good works," they seek to make the land of salvation. All such attempts must fail, for God has saia salvation is "not of works, lest any man should boast." The oars at last are lost or broken, and then when hope in self is gone, the eye turns outside for salvation, and the cry goes up, " Lord, save me." Blessed indeed is such a moment; for that cry of faith is ever heard. Thus it was with Jonah when, having come to the end of all his resources, he prayed f �om the belly of the great fish, and said, "Salvation is of the Lord." Soon he was on dry land. 

Thus it is now when the soul turns to Him who says, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth." He has said, " Whosoever shall call dn the name of the Lord shall be saved:" (Acts ii. 21.) Many have looked from drifting boats for succour, but have looked in vain-no eye has seen, no arm has been outstretched to deliver. But it is never thus with a needy sinner who cries to the 'Saviour in this day of grace. "Call upon Me in the day of trouble : I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." (Psalm I. 15.) Are you -drifting from one year into another, from childhood into youth, or from youth into manhood? drifting without Christ, without hope, and without God in the world ? without care for your condition, or sorrow for your sins? Truly terrible is such a state. May God give you to have a sense of your danger and turn you to Himself. 
THE BELL AND ITS HEARERS, . � NE bright sunny day, while- ·• " � � driving through a somewhat.! .� � • crowded street in the south-west=�'

.,._
.,, district of London, I passed a ,���� large school. Near it a number of children were playing. Many of the girls were skipping, some playing catch ball, and others " touch." The boys were amusing themselves in various ways. It was evident that they were making the most of the time they had• to spare, an'd all seemed to be enjoying their simple games. Suddenly th{l school bell rang, at first with a slow but distinct ding ! ding ! ! ding ! ! ! but presently faster, and faster until it seemed as if it were one continual ding. I noticed that the moment the bell began to ring some of the children stopped play, and answered the call of the bell by entering the school ; others went on with their play, but more 
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quickly, as if to finish the game they were 
engaged in before the bell stopped ; others 
seemed as if they thought there were still 
plenty of time, while the rest played as if the 
bell were not ringing at all. 

Presently the bell stopped. These last 
were playing still. 

Now there were four different ways in 
which the message from the school was 
received, the bell being the messenger to say 
it was time. Some answered immediately; 
some sought to get as much play as they 
could before they answered ; some seemed 
to say there was plenty of time to attend to 
it when they had done what they were about, 
while the remainder were quite unconcerned. 

Now I want the reader to see in one of 
these classes an example of his own position. 
The bell was calling the children to school
there is a voice calling to Christ. 

The bell only rang for a certain time, and 
those who did not answer it were shut out of 
school. God's voice will only call for a 
certain time, and those who do not answer it 
will be shut out of that blessed place which 
God in His love has prepared. 

Now ask yourself, Which company of 
children are you like ? Do you stand among 
the first ? Have you answered the call of 
God, and accepted His gracious message? 
The way is as simple as A B  C. 

"All have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God." ( Rom. iii. 2 3.) 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved." (Acts xvi. 31.) 

" Come unto Me . . . and I will give you 
rest." (Matt. xi. 28.) 

Look at rank No. 2. They heard and in
tended to obey the call. Are you like these? 
The Lord Jesus Christ asks, "What shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul?" (Mark viii. 36.) Ohl 
even now cease seeking to get as much as 
you can from the world while staying apart 
from Christ ! 

$ome are lik� rank No. 3. They say, "There 
is plenty of time; I am young and healthy." 

That may be true, but, remember, your life 
and health belong to God, and He can take 
them,away from you suddenly. "Behold, NOW

is the accepted time ; behold, NOW is the day 
of salvation," are His words, and I beseech 
you not to trifle with God's love and patience. 

Those who were shut out heard, but were 
so deeply interested that they forgot all about 
the bell till it ceased ringing. You may have 
heard the voice calling-very loudly at times, 
and it may have arrested your attention ; but 
you· have possibly sought to dismiss it from 
your mind. Take care lest the word to you 
be, " Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and 
perish." Pause for a moment, and consider 
the words "despisers," "wonder and perish." 
Do you say, "I do not despise the grace of 
God, I would not think of doing such a 
thing"? But look at it fairly. If, on your 
birthday, you were offered a present, and you 
would not accept it, what would that be but 
despising the gift and the giver? vVell, let me 
impress upon you that God is offering the 
water of life freely. Do not refuse it, or it 
may be the voice may cease inviting. Then 
nothing but judgment and the lake of fire 
will be your portion. 

" Hark the voice of Jesus calling, 
Come, ye burdened, come to Me! 

I have rest and peace to offer, 
Rest, thou labouring one, for thee ; 

Take salvation, 
Take it now nnd happy be." 

J. w. S-N.

H THE CHILD SAMUEL" 

CATTERED up and down 
through the first book of 
Samuel is the life of n dear 
saint and servant of God of 
whom the Spirit of God records 

no outward blemish or sin. How like these 
words, "And the child Samuel grew on, and 
was in favour both with the Lord, and also 
with men," are to what is said of Jesus in 
His early days, "And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour with God 
and man." 
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Yet we know Samuel was a sinner, while When the aged Eli heard next day the 
the Lord Jesus, from the manger to the cross, message from Samuel's lips· he said, "It is 
was " holy, harmless, undefiled, separate the Lord : let Him do what seemeth Him 
from sinners," growing up before God as "a good." 
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with 
ground." him, and all Israel knew that he was estab-

Most of us, even children, are familiar with lished to be a prophet of the Lord. V/hen 
the story of Samuel's birth and boyhood. he was grown old, he appointed his sons 

One afternoon, as Eli the high priest was judges over Israel, but on their acting badly 
sitting in the temple of the Lord, he noticed and taking bribes, the elders of Israel desired 
a woman in great bitterness of spirit praying that, like other nations, they might have a 
to the Lord and weeping sore. Her manner king. 
was so excited and strange that Eli thought When Samuel heard this he was greatly 
she must be drunk. displeased, and prayed to the Lord. 

This was Hannah pleading with God to God told him to hearken to their voice 
give her a son, and vowing a vow to the Lord and make them a king, warning them at the 
of hosts that if He would graciously look on same time of the evils that would follow 
her affliction and give her "a man child," their rejecting God as their King. They, 
she would give him unto the Lord all the however, obstinately persevered in their 
days of his life. God, who hears and answers request, and at length God directed Samuel 
prayer, was pleased to give Hannah a speedy 'to anoint Saul of the tribe of Benjamin to 
answer to her importunate prayer. A son be king of Israel. He was. accepted by 
was born, and Hannah called him Samuel, the people, and reigned over them for forty 
which means "a_sked of God," for, said she, years, but because of his disobedience to 
"I have asked him of the Lord." God's commands the kingdom was not 

As soon as little Samuel was weaned, his allowed to remain in his hands. Saul was 
mother brought him up to the house of the succeeded by David, who had been secretly 
Lord in Shiloh, to spend his childhood there anointed by Samuel at the command of God. 
under Eli's care, and to appear before the Samuel was a devoted servant of God 
Lord, and there abide for ever. and of the children of Israel for rrany years. 

How very interesting is the account in He not only was a prophet, but also a judge 
r Samuel iii. of the Lord's calling him four . and a ruler. His name is recorded among the 
times one night, after he had laid down to list of worthies in Hebrews xi., of whom, the 
sleep, "ere the lamp of God went out in the apostle says, "the world was not worthy." 
temple of the Lord." Samuel thought it He died at a ripe old age during the reign of 
was Eli who had called him. But the third David, and all Israel gathered together and 
thne the boy came to the old man to ask lamented him, and· buried him at Ramah, 
him if it was not he who had called him, Eli his own city. M. S. S. 
perceived that the Lord had called th'e child, 
and he told him the next time he heard the 
voice to say, "Speak, Lord; for Thy servant 
heareth." 

Samuel answered as Eli had bidden him 
the next time he heard the voice. God then 
gave him a very sad and solemn message for 
Eli. It had reference to the bad way Eli 
had brought up his two sons, Hophni and 
Phinehas, and to the chastening God would 
send on him for his failure in this respect. 

DO WHAT YOU CAN.

_·.- •
,
=:. - ,: = HERE are many young Chris

'--;:... -L- tians who feel an earnest long
ing to serve the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but know not how to 
set about it. 

"If only I were Mr. So-and-so, then I 
could do something for Him who has done 
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everything for me; but I am so young, and 
have so little power and ability, that I almost 
despair of ever being able to please Him." 

Such language is oftentimes in the hearts 

"HOME DUTIES." 

of young believers, even if it does not rise 
to their lips. 

There is cheer for all such in the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ about Mary· of 
Bethany. When she broke her alabaster 
box of spikenard and anointed His feet 

the house was filled with the odour of the 
ointment. The disciples, led by Judas 
Iscariot, murmured at her, declaring it was 
but waste. But the Lord defended her, 

saying, "Let her alone ... 
she hath wrought a good 
work on Me ... she hath

done what she could." 

·what words of com
fort to her these must 
have been-to know that 
His heart was gratified, 
that He was pleased. 

And may they not 
carry comfort to every 
Christian who desires 
to serve our Lord and 
Master? Even a child 
can please the Lord by 
doing heartily and well 
that which lies in his 
power. It may be very 
little indeed, and on
lookers among men may 
despise it, but if the 
heart is earnest in the 
endeavour to follow 
Christ's steps-and fol
lowing Him is the best 
and highest service -
and to do His bidding, 
His " Well done, good 
and faithful servant " 
will be gained "in that 
day " when rewards are 
given and the secrets of 
the heart are manifested. 

So, whether in home 
duties, school-work, or 
business life, "whatso
ever ye do, do it heartily 
as to the Lord, and not 
unto men." 

'' Do what you can, be what you are, 
Shine like a glow-worm if you cannot like a star," 

is good advice for young and old. 
No Christian neecl fold the hands, saying, 

14 There is nothing I can do." There is 
service for all, and our Saviour and Lord will 



68 GOOD NEWS FOR THE YOUNG. 

direct each one who looks to Him for 
guidance. 

It may be you can give a leaflet or little 
gospel book to a companion, or write a letter 
to a distant friend, seeking to speak the praise 
of your Saviour. Perhaps you may find 
some old people for whom you may do little 
acts of kindness, and then there are always 
parents, or brothers and sisters, orcompanions, 
for whom the youngest may perform deeds 
of love. 

"Even a child is known by his doings." 
Neighbours and friends will soon knpw by 
our actions whether we are set on glorifying 
the name of our Lord. 

COMING TO CHRIST. 

WHY, HOW, AND WHEN TO COME. 

NOTES OF A GOSPEL ADDRESS 

TO CHILDREN. 

Scriptures-Mark i. 40, 4r ; Mark x. 46-52 ; 
Mark x. r3-r6. 

HEN the Lord Jesus Christ was 
on earth great crowds of people 
often followed Him, that they 
might hear His words of wisdom, 
and behold His works of power. 

He was always very kind and gentle, and 
every one that came to Him was treated 
with the utmost grace. It mattered not 
how poor the man was, or how wicked 
he had been. Christ never turned anyone 
away. 

On one occasion a leper came. His 
disease rendered him loathsome and unclean. 
He thought within himself, "The Lord 
Jesus can heal me ; but will He take notice 
of such a wretched man as I am?" When 
the Saviour heard the man's petition, and 
saw his miserable state, His heart was filled 
with pity. Putting forth His hand He 
touched the leper, and said, " I will ; be 
thou clean," and immediately the leper was 
cleansed. 

At another time a blind man named 

Bartimreus was sitting by the roadside 
begging. He heard the trampling feet of a 
great number of persons drawing near, and 
was told that Jesus of Nazareth was passing 
by. No doubt he had often heard of Christ, 
and perhaps had sometimes _said, "Oh, if I 
can but get an opportunity, I will be sure to 
ask Jesus to open my eyes!" Now was the 
time. He cried aloud, "Jesus, Thou Son 
of David, have mercy on me." And the 
Lord, hearing that prayer, stood still, and 
commanded that he should be called. Then 
Jesus said, " What wilt thou that I should 
do unto thee?" Bartimreus replied, "Lord, 
that I might receive my sight," and at once 
Jesus opened the blind man's eyes, so that 
he could see clearly. 

,ve have read, too, that some Jewish 
mothers brought their children to Jesus, 
because they wanted Him to put His hands 
upon these little ones, and bless them. But 
the disciples thought that Christ had quite 
enough to do in talking to the learned 
scribes and Pharisees, in healing the sick, 
and' opening the eyes of the blind, without 
being troubled with a number of children, 
and so they spoke sharply to the mothers, 
and were going to drive them away. When 
Jesus saw this He was much displeased, and 
said, "Suffer the little children to come 
unto Me, and forbid them not : for of such 
is the kingdom of God." Then, taking 
them-even the youngest-into His arms, 
He put His hands upon them and blessed 
them. 

Though the Lord Jesus is now in heaven 
He has the same loving heart, and still 
invites boys and girls to come to Him. 

Perhaps some may say, "VIHY should I 
come to Jesus 7" Another may ask, " How 
shall I come to Jesus 7 " And perhaps a 
third -may inquire, "\VHEN shall I coms to 
Jesus 7" 

Let me answer each of these questions in 
turn. 

�- The first, then, is : 

" WHY SHOULD I COME TO JESUS ? " 

I could state a great many reasons why 
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every child should do so ; but I will now endured the punishment that smners a.e-
give you only two. served. Our little hymn says-

1. If anyone come to the Lord Jesus he
will always have a true friend. 

Some of you will soon be leaving school, 
and have to go into the world to earn your 
own living. You will need a wise and 
loving friend to care for you, and direct your 
footsteps. Now, the Lord Jesus is the very 
Friend you need. If you trust in Him, 
He will, as it were, hold you by the hand, 
and lead you along the pathway of life, and 
afterwards take you to His own happy home 
above. 

You need a friend because you have 
great enemies. 

There is Satan, who is indeed a terrible 
foe ; and there is death. Even strong men, 
who have not trusted in Jesus, are afraid of 
death. I wilJ tell you why. They know that 
death is stronger than they are, and is sure 
to overcome them. They know too that 
it is impossible to hide in any secret place 
that death cannot discover. But besides 
this men know that they have sinned 
against God and that after death comes 
the judgment. 

Remember, you are not too young to die, 
and you are not too young to come to Jesus, 
who will take away the fear of death from 
you, and will protect and keep you. 

2. If you want to go to heaven you must
come to Jesus. 

Now I am sure each boy and girl reading 
this would like to reach heaven at last. But 
you are defiled by sin, and God has said 
that nothing that defiles shall enter heaven. 
Is there a boy saying, "What shall I do? 
for I am sure I have committed a great 

, many sins." Let me tell you what the 
Lord Jesus has done. When He looked 
down from heaven, and saw that we had 
sinned, and were on the road to hell, His 
heart was .filled with deepest pity. Leaving 
His throne of glory, He came into this 
world to seek and to save that which was 

, lost. Wicked men nailed Jesus to the cross 
of Calvary, and while hanging there He 

" He knew how wicked men had been, 
And knew that God must punish sin ; 
So, out of pity, Jesus said, 
He'd bear the punishment instead.'' 

Now if, as lost sinners, we trust in the 
Saviour, He will wash away all our sins, and 
fit us for that beautiful home which He has 
prepared for them that love Him. 

II. The next question is :

"HOW SHALL I COME TO JESUS?"

I used to wish that the Saviour were on 
earth, so that I might go to Him and ask 
His blessing. Perhaps you have sometimes 
wish�d this. But suppose that Jesus were 
here. He might be in a large hall sur
rounded by thousands of people, or far away 
in Palestine preaching to the Jews. How 
then would a child be able to push through 
the crowd to Jesus, or take the long journey 
to a far-off country. But now, if you in 
your heart own your sinfulness, and look in 
faith to the Lord Jesus for salvation, He 
will be sure to hear you; for the Bible says, 
"Whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved." Call then upon 
Him. Come in faith to Him. 

III. The last question is,

" WHEN SHALL I COl\IE TO JESUS? "

The Bible answers this question very 
simply. It says, ,; Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation." 

If you were asked by a friend to go to his 
house to tea to-day you might accept his 
invitation and go. But if you put off going 
until to-morrow, perhaps your friend would 
be away from home, and you could not see 
him. 

Children, the Lord Jesus invites you 
TO-DAY, and you have no promise for to-
morrow. 

Besides this, to-morrow you may be dead, 
and then it will be too late to come to 
Jesus. 
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There is another reason why you should "every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
come NOW. is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."

Before even this day is over the Lord may (Phil. ii. 1 I.)
"Jesus is worthy to receive 

Honour and power divine, 

descend into the air to take away all who
have trusted in Him to heaven. All who
have not come to Him will be left behind
for judgment.

Flee then to the Saviour now for He
has said, " Him that cometh to Me I will

And blessings more than we can give, 
Be, Lord, for ever Thine." 

in no wise cast out." C. H.
R. vV.

WHAT 1S THE TIME? 

CONVERTED AND WAITING, 
FTEN have I been asked the
question, "What's the time ? "

ALKING quickly along one of or, "Please, sir, can you tell me
the busy streets of Glasgow a the time ? " Labourers in the
few days ago, I met with a lad '" . docks, who hope their day's
who was whistling with some work 1s nearly at a close, or boys and girls
-degree of expression that well- who have been sent on an errand by mothers, 

known hymn - "Hallelujah ! what a and have been loitering or playing on the
Saviour ! " road and fear they will be late, frequently ask

Touching him on the shoulder, I said, me the time. 
"Well, my lad, there are not many who I would ask it of you, "What's the time?"
whistle such hymns. Are you converted to and lest each reader should not understand
God?" my meaning let me give the answer. 

"Yes; I was converted in the City Home I. "What's the time for the unconverted 7"

so�e time ago," he answered, with a happy You have been seeking for amusement and
smile. pleasure, or something else in this world, but

"Do you know," said I, "that Jesus the have never had to do with God. For you
Saviour is coming for you? Are you waiting "it is t£111e to seek the Lord." (Hosea x. 12.)
for Him?" Why is it time to seek the Lord? Because

"Yes, sir," he replied, with his hand in "now is the accepted time . . .  now is the day
mine, and so we parted. of salvation." (2 Gor. vi. 2.) Remember, 

What a happy little fellow this was! He "t�e time is short," for Christ is coming
was converted to God; and was singing quickly, and death may overtake you at any
"Hallelujah ! what a Saviour ! " His title moment. 
was clear to mansions in the skies and he 2. " What's the time for the converted 7 �'

was just waiting to be taken thith�r by his If yo_u are converted, but have been going
Saviour. on with the world and not enjoying the love

Can you say, "I believe in Jesus"? Can of <_:;od, and have not been testifying for
you sing, "Hallelujah ! what a Saviour"? Chnst, the answer for you is "It is high time

Jesus has settled the question of sin for to awake out of sleep." (Romans xiii. 11.)
all who believe on Him. His last words And to all my fellow.believers also I would
on the cross were, "It is finished"; and now say, "The time is short." (1 Cor. vii. 29.)
the message comes from God, "The blood So let u� _redeem _the time, or buy up the
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from opportunities, that we may not be ashamed
all sin." at His coming. P. W. D. 

Bow then to the Lord Jesus now ; for �c,,,___





ARTICLES containing Words of Warning to the Unco!).verted, Peace-speaking Messages to the Anxious, 
Narratives of Conversions, and Expositions of Scx:ipture suitable for the help and encouragement 

of those already saved, will be welcomed, Short, pointed articles are the best. Contributions should 
be sent to INGLIS FLEMING, 

12, ST. JOHN'S CHURCH ROAD, FOLKESTONE. 

QUESTIONS FOR JUNE. 

For Readers µnder Twelve. 

GIVE in your own language a brief history of the life of David. 

For Readers of any age. 

JERUSALEM, 
1. State what you know respecting the origin and 4. Describe events connected with the city in the

early history of Jerusalem. Show how the name reign of Hezekiah. 
was derived. 

2. What part of it was called the City of David?
Why? Prove. 

3. In what ways was Jerusalem specially prominent
in the reigns of David and Solomon? 

5. Describe its first overthrow, and mention. any
warnings of this event 

6. Who were principally instrumental in its re
building? Briefly describe events connected with 
its re-building. 

Answers to Questions should be written clearly and distinctly, and be sent, together with name and 
address, before the last day of the month, to 

E. B. c., CARE OF A. s. Rous&, 
15 AND 16, PATERNOSTER SQUARE, LoNDON, E.C. 

ILLUSTRATED BOOKS FOR THE YOUNG. 

PRICE ONE SHILLING EACH. 

r. SEVEN LITTLE BOYS IN HEAVEN; AND HOW THEY CAME THERE.

2, SEVEN LITTLE GIRLS IN HEAVEN; AND HOW' THEY CAME THERE. 

3. THE BIBLE IN THE WALL.

4, THE HOME OF GLORY; OR, ABOVE THE BRIGHT BLUE SKY. 

5. BIBLE TALES.

6. BERTIE AN'·D HER WHITE L.AMB.

LONDON: A. S. ROUSE, 16 & 16, PATERNOSTER SQUARE, E.C. 



SCATTERED SEED. 
ARE YOU READY 'l 

R
T was •New· Year's time. The 

matron of an infirmary ward 
had gathered together the young 
women under her charge to a 
good tea, and had invited some 

of her Christian friends to sing and speak 
with them about the gospel. 

The tea was over, and they were preparing 
the place for the little meeting, when the 
remark dropped from the lips of one of 
them, "I'm sure we ought to have a 
concert or recitations to-night. They might 
for once let us off this preaching, preaching, 
preaching." 

The pleasant, hearty singing, and the 
homely, earnest addresses, given, by one 
friend after another, interested all the girls, 
including the objector, who did not care for 

1 so much "preaching, preaching, preaching."
A " sewing maid "-seventy-seven years of 

age-came up for part of the meeting. She 
was a dear old Christian, and never failed to 
put in an appearance on such occasions. 
She left the meeting about half-past eight, 
and went downstairs, when some of the staff 
began to banter her about being so fond of 
these parties. "Ah ! you should have been 
there, it would have done you good," she 
replied, and then added, "I have such a 
queer feeling in my left side." In less than 
half an hour she had passed quietly and 
peacefully away into the presence of her 
Lord. Happy old seamstress ! 

The news quickly spread over the great 
infirmary, and travelled up to the little 
meeting at the top of the house. They 
sang no more, but the meeting was continued 
till very late, for the girls were evidently im
pressed, and the speakers urged still more 
earnestly their acceptance of the Saviour. 

Pleasance L-;---, who had objected to 
so much preaching, was led to Christ, and 

trusted Him and Him alone as her all
sufficient Saviour. Four others confessed 
that same blessed Lord, and at night
almost midnight - the Christian friends 
wended their way to their different homes, 
solemnized yet glad. 

The aged Christian sewing-maid would 
have rejoiced had she known that her suddep. 
death was to be the means of decidipg four 
or five blighted young lives for Christ; for 
so it was. With her it was a happy home
going; for them too it was a most blessed 
change-from darkness to light, from death 
unto life. Have you, dear young reader, 
experienced that chahge ? 

May God trouble you ab0ut your sins, 
make you anxious about your soul, and bring 
you to Christ! A. J. P. 

FOR YOU! mHY has this little book been given 
me ? \Vhy should I, in par
ticular, have received it? Can 
it have any special message for 
me? 

Yes, dear reader>' it has; and therefore 
kindly read it through, for the message it 
contains is ·one from God, and it is sent 
directly to you.

What a wonderful thing it is that God 
shoulrl have thought of you I He knows 
your name and where you live, and all about 
you ; and although He has the whole world 
tc;> think of, with its fourteen hundred 
millions of people, each of whom has a soul 
as precious as yours is, yet He thinks of you. 

David said, "Such knowledge is too 
wonderful for me." (Psalm cxxxix. 6.) He 
could not understand God's omniscience, or 
how He could possibly know all about 
everything. But so it is ; not only does 
God know all about you, but ffe deigns to 
think of you, and to care for you. 



72 SCATTERED SEE.D Now, one proof of God's care for you-it may be apparently a small one-is that this little book has been given you, and a message from Him sent you. Think of God sending you a message ! If some monarch were to do so, how honoured you would be; but the King of kings has done so. He has permitted that your eye should this day read His message. 
"For God so loved the world, that He gave 
Hi's only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 

It is a message of mercy. Oh, such mercy ! And it opens a door, so wide and glorious, into realms of light and love, and life eternal. Enter, friend, ere the message be recalled and the door be for ever shut. 
"Child of sin and sorrrow, 

Why still delay? 
Wait not for to-morrow, 

Yield thee to-day." 
J. W. S.

in Him should not perish, but have everlasting EXCUSE-MAKERS,
life." (John iii. 16.) That one verse, of twenty-five words, contains His message to RN Luke xiv. 16-24 we read of a 
"whosoever," and therefore His message to "great supper," to which" many" 
you. You have read it before. ,vell, were invited, but, strange to say, kindly read it again, and again, and again ! all who were bidden, without· ex-Have you ever thought that it was written ception, re.fused to come. for you 'l . Politely they tendered their reasons why No; I thought it was for everybody, or, at they could not accept the kind invitation. least, for the good people. One had his piece of ground to see after ; Ah ! friend, you are wrong ; "whosoever" another, his yoke of oxen ; and a third had means anybody, not everybody, and then there married a :wife. are "none good." The servant was therefore despatched in If people had been "good," or if they search of guests; this time with instructions could have done "good," then there would to bring in the poor, the maimed, the halt, have been no need for them to "believe," the blind. Quickly from the streets and lanes and the words "whosoever be!ieveth " would of the city a motley company take their have had no meaning. places around the well-filled table, and still But the truth is that all have sinned-you, there is room. and I, and all-and are hopelessly ruined by A third time the messenger is. sent on his sin, so that had God not loved us for His gracious errand, to go out into the "highown sake, and given His Son to die for us, ways and hedges, and compel thein to come our case would have been utterly forlorn. in, that my house may be.filled." But "God is Love," and therefore He Has this striking parable no voice to you, loved, and He proved His love in no less a dear reader? Surely it must have. way than by giving His only begotten Son- What is the "great supper'' 'l Who is the the greatest gift He could bestow-who died "Provider" of the feast? who are the highlyfor us, so that by believing in Him we might favoured invited ones? and whence their have everlasting life. strange unwillingness to respond to' the invi-y es, whosoever I That is God's wonderful tation ? message of love to you I Let the marvellous words that fell from If you receive that message in faith, and the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ give the believe in His Son, then life everlasting is answer : " God so loved the world, that He 
yours. Thank God. gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever Otherwise you· must "perish," and the believeth in Him should not pensh, but 
wrath of Go'd abide upon you for ever I have everlasting LIFE." (John iii. 16.)Now, pali,se and think. Slight not God's , In the "great supper" we see God's pro-message to you. vision, in the person and work of His beloved 



SCATTERED SEED. 73 Son, for a lost and guilty race. Far and wide the message has gone forth, proclaiming to a ruined world the blessed fact that Christ has come to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself (Heb. ix. 26), and God bears witness to this by raising Him from among the dead, and giving Him glory. (Phil. ii. 9.) Christ having died, God's heart is, so to speak, free to express itself in all itsfulness.Has the gospel invitation reached you 7 If so, what has been your response ? Many have already refused it, and are reaping the bitter consequences in the place of endless woe, but still the servants of Christ are heralding forth the glorious message of life and salvation. Are you slighting the roJ•al banquet 7 Has the world ensnared you into its giddy whirl? Are you in quest of wealth, honour, position, fame? A few brief years at most, and the remorseless hand of death will wrench you away from your coveted treasures, and a Christless eternity will stare you in the face. Will you risk it ? Listen to Him who would fain attract and woo you to Himself: "Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,. . . for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." (Matt. vi. 20, 21.) Is it the love of pleasure that keeps you from the Saviour? Remember, the " pleasures of sin " are but " for a season " (Heb. xi. 25); and however deeply you may have drunk at earth's broken cisterns you know your heart is still unsatisfied. Go in for real pleasure. It is offered you 
now, as a present reality, by the ..lloly Onewho "poured out His soul unto death " ( Isa. I iii. 12) that He might introduce poor, needy ones into that circle where there is 

falness of joy, and where "there are pleasures
for evermore." (Psalm xvi. 11.) Are you a religious professor, seeking, by means of forms, ceremonies, and outward observances, to fit yourself for God's holy presence, while you are still an abject slave and tool of Satan, held fast in his deadly embrace? You will 
never reach salvation by that road; you must begin by setting your seal to the truth of 

God's word respecting you as a member of the Adam family. "There is no difference; for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." (Rom. iii. 2 2, 2 3.) This is the platform of blessing. To such God dispenses salvation; only therecan any hear those peace-speaking words from the lips of the Son of God, "Thy sins are forgiven ... go in peace." (Luke vii. 48, 50.) The flimsy mantle of profession with which many vainly seek to cover themselves will presently be torn aside\ and they will stand in all their naked deformity in the presence of �im who is " of purer eyes than to behold evil," and cannot "look on iniquity." (Hab. i. 13.) Escape for your life. Every moment increases your danger. Trust the precious blood of Jesus, and your soul will be safe for ever. God is freely lavishing His blessings to-day. Those who were first invited-the Jewsrefused to come to the great supper, and the message is now going out to the ends of the earth. The Holy Ghost is compelling sinners to come in, that God's house may be filled. Oh, reader, "some guest will be the last";for .soon all will be gathered in, and the door will be for ever shut. (Matt. xxv. 10.) Hasten while it still stands open wide. "Come; for all things are now ready."
Terribly solemn are those words, " None of
those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper." (Luke xiv. 24.) G. F. E. 

SALVATION, SAFETY, AND 
SEPARATION, 

I SAMUEL xxii. I, 2, 20, 23. 

•AVID is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, and is so presented inScripture by the Holy Ghost ( not in his failures, of course) ; all types fail, the Antitype never.It is blessed to be occupied not with the failure of the type, but with the faithfulness of the Anti type, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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David is the central figure in this chapter, 
and three things are connected with him
salvation, safety, and separation, or in the 
Antitype salvation by Christ, safety with 
Christ, and separation to Christ. 

First, then, as to 

SALVATION. 

You will see five d'� in this chapter. The 
central d is David, and the other four are 
grouped around him. There are three in 
verse 2, those in distress, those in debt, those 
discontented; and the fourth in verse 20, 

Abiathar, a man doomed to death. No un
saved person can escape all. of these d's. If 
you try, and escape one, the others stare you 
in the face. 

First look at those in distress. Are you in 
distress? I do not mean bodily distress or 
distress of circumstances, but about your 
sins. Do you know what real soul distress 
is? It is the work of the Holy Ghost. 
Have you ever awaked to the fact that you 
have been living in habitual rejection of the 
Lord Jesus. Christ? That awakening is the 
first work of the Holy Ghost, for He 
convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and 
judgment; of sin in its rejection of Christ ; 
of God's righteousness in accepting Christ 
(for, though rejected by the world, He is 
accepted in heaven, He is the song of 
heaven ; the mind of heaven is one in 
accepting Him whom the world rejected) ; 
of judgment because the prince of this world 
is judged. (John xvi.) 

Has the Holy -Ghost brought home to 
your heart the sin of rejecting the Christ of 
God, of resisting the Spirit 9f God? Are 
you despising Christ, or delighting in Him 
in whom God has found all His delight? 
Are you in distress ? If so, come to Jesus, 
just as the distressed went to David. He 
will give you rest from your soul distress. 
There is no relief in looking in upon a 
heart deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked ; there is no relief in 
looking around, but a voice from heaven 
says, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved." 
Saved from what? Your soul distress. 

When? :On the spot. For how long? 
For eternity. 

Next came those in debt. You may not 
be in debt to your neighbour, but you are in 
debt to God ; you are in debt to Him for 
the air you breathe, for your senses, for the 
sun that shines upon you, for another 
opportunity of receiving this gospel message, 
for one more opportunity of believing in 
the Lord Jesus Christ for the salvation of 
your soul. Have you ever found out that 
you are in debt to God, and cannot answer 
to Him ? God has a right over you ; you 
have lived as though you were an irresponsible 
being, but you are responsible to God. Can 
you meet your liabilities ? You know you 
cannot. What is to be done? Christ has taken 
the wages due to you; for " the wages of sin is 
death."· The sword of justice was against 
you and me, but it fell on Him. He took the 
wages of sin, met the demands of righteous
ness, vindicated the word, the character, the 
outraged attributes of God, and said, "It is 
finished." Now He can let you know that He 
has met your liabilities, all the claims that 
were against you, and suffered for you, the 
poor debtor. When He was here He spoke 
of a debtor who owed five hundred pence, 
and another who owed fifty, and the creditor 
"frankly forgave them both." On what ground 
can God frankly forgive His debtors? On 
the ground that Christ has paid all that was 
due from you and me on Calrnry's cross. 
Whether you owe five hundred pence or 
fifty, He will frankly forgive you all 

Thirdly, the discontented gathered them
selves to David. They did not go to Saul, 
but in David they found certain and per
manent relief. Are you discontented? Are 
you trying to get salvation by good works, 
by tears, prayers, reading the Bible? Can 
you say truly, "Holy God, wilt Thou accept 
all these good deeds of mine in payment of 
the debt I owe Thee, to make my peace 
with Thee, to put away my sins, to satisfy 
Thy righteous claims, and to make me fit for 
heaven?" You know you cannot. Then 
you must be discontented. You had better 
give them all up. 
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"Cast your deadly doings down, 
Down at Jesus' feet,''. 

and listen to His words, "Come unto Me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy lad�n, and I 
will give you rest." How can I come to 
Him? you say. Believing on Him is coming 
to Him. Look to Him. How can I look 
to Him ? Believing on Him is looking to 
Him. Touch Him. How can I touch 
Him? Believing on Him is touching Him. 
Receive Him. How can I receive Him? 
Believing on Him is receiving Him. He 
will relieve you of your discontent for 
eternity. 

Now we come to the doomed man. What 
was before Abiathar? The sword of judg
ment. He solemnly illustrates all who are 
unsaved. You have death and judgment 
before you; for it says, in Hebrews ix., "It 
is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment." "Oh," you say, "I don't 
believe there is anything after death."" Don't 
you ? You will believe it the moment after 
you have died. Man, with continuity of 
existence, does he die like a horse or dog? 
Man has spirit, soul, and body. God 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 

, and man became a living souL If you die 
in your sins, as a rejecter of Christ you will 
be raised in your s"ins, you will stand before 
the great white throne in your sins, you will 
leave that throne in your sins for the lake of 
fire, which is the second death. Is there no 
escape from this? Yes, Christ bore the 
judgment. He emptied the cup of wrath, 
and is the door of escape from death and 
judgment. He is now beyond death, in life 
and glory. Come, then, to Him with all 
your distress. He will give you rest. Come 
with your debts, and He will forgive you. 
Come with your discontent, and He will fill 
you with delight. Come, though death
doomed, and He will let you know that He 
has been into death and judgment, so that 
you can say-

" Death and judgment are behind me, 
Grace and glory are before ; 

All the billows rolled o'er Jesus, 
There they spent their utmost power." 

He can save you from distress, from debt, 
from discontent, and from doom. Is not 
such a. salvation worthy of Him? Come, 
then, to His feet. Trust His heart, and 
find rest, a home, and salvation there. 
There is no salvation anywhere else; for we 
read, in Acts iv., "Neither is there salvation 
in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved." 

The second point in our chapter is 

SAFETY. 

You say, "I may get salvation to-day, but 
what about to-morrow?" You can no more 
keep, than you can save, yourself; but we 
find that David not only saved those who 
came to him, but he became their preserver, 
their shield-the foe would have to reach 
them over his body, as it were. Christ not 
only saves us, but preserves us. Our life is 
hid with Christ in God. Our life is as safe 
in Christ as Christ is safe in God. 

" Safe in Christ, the weakest clzild

Stands in all God's favour." 

"Abide thou with me," said David, "fear 
not: for he that seeketh my life seeketh thy 
life: but with me thou shalt be in safeguard." 

You say, "I am so afraid I shall let go 
the Good Shepherd." 

Has the Good Shepherd found you ? 
"Yes." 

Has He laid you on His shoulder ? 
"Yes." 

Then will He not keep you safely? 
,vho ever heard of a sheep with hands ? 

,vho has the hands, then, if the sheep 
has not? The Shepherd. It is for the 
shepherd to carry the sheep, not for the 
sheep to hold on to the shepherd. 

Trust the Good Shepherd to carry you, 
the silly sheep, right across this desert to the 
bright home above? Trust Him "that is 
able to keep you from falling." (Jude 24.) 

He has found me, laid me on His 
shoulder, and keeps me close to His heart 
of undying love, and will never let me fall. 

Abide with me : "he that seeketh my life 
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seeketh thy life." He puts his own life first. 
It is the same thought as that contained in 
the Lord's words to Saul-" Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou Me 7" Not them, but Me.
He puts Himself between Saul and them. 
Saul was astonished, and asked, " Who art 
Thou, Lord?" drawing forth that magnifi
cent answer, the secret of the believer's-

1 everlasting safety, . "I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest." The believer is nearer to God 
in oneness with Christ than the archangel. 
Could we be more safe? Vv e could not be 
more perfectly safe than we are. The safety 
is as perfect as the salvation. 

The third point is 
SEPARATION .. 

(v. 1.) David, God's anointed king, was re
jected, and Saul was a usurper. I am in a 
world that has rejected the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I do not think that we are sufficiently im
pressed by the fac;t that the Saviour is not 
in this world. My Saviour is rejected here. 
Have you and I got hold of the fact that we 
are in a world where Christ is rejected? In 
the days of David's rejection soine saw him 
as ' accepted by God, and separated them
selves to him r�ther than seek promotion in 
Saul's army. They .must be for David and 
against Saul, or for SauJ and against David. 
There was no middle position. So now we 
are either for Christ or against Christ, either 
helping to fill heaven, o� helping to fill hell. 
No man can live for himself alone, but each 
is exerting an influence for eternal good or 
eternal evil. "·Who is on the Lord's side?" 
was asked in a day that is past (Exod. xxxii.), 
and the question is the same to-day. 

David's brethren gathered to him and all 
his father's house. We are the brethren of 
the Lord Jesus Christ who believe on Him ; 
for His message to Mary was, "Go to My 
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto 
My Father, and your Father; and to My 
God, and your God." He is not ashamed to 
call us brethren. We belong to His Father's 
house ; we are strangers here, and belong to 
that house over which Christ is Head. Let 
us separate to Him. That does not mean· 

going into a monastery or a nunnery. You 
can be as worldly in such places as in a 
palace. That is isolation, not separation. 
Now is our opportunity of being separated 
to Christ in the place where He was 
rejected. 

See what the future of the cave of 
Adullam shall be! '' The glory of Israel." 
(Micah i. 15.) It was the disgrace of Israel 
in the _days of Saul; it will be the glory of 
Israel in millennial days. God will never 
forget the place where the king, who was a 
type of His Son, was rejected. For r8oo 
years the world has rejected Christ, and 
heaven has with glad acclaim welcomed 
Him. God will never forget those who have 
made room for Him in their hearts in the 
days of His rejection. Where, you ask, are 
we enjoined to separate to Christ? Look at 
2 Cor. vi.-" Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing ; and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be My sons and daughters." 
See also Hebrews xiii. 13. May you know 
what it is to be 

SAVED by Christ, 
SAFE in Christ, 
SATISFIED with Christ, 
'SEPARATED to Christ, 
SEATED in Christ, delighted to 
SER VE Him, and longing to 
SEE Him. 

H. M. H.

WITHOUT SHEDDING OF BLOOD 

IS NO REMISSION. 
HEB. ix. 22. 

THE BLOOD O F  JE S U S  CHR I S T  

HIS (GOD'S) SON 

CLEANSETH US FROM ALL SIN. 
I }OHN i. 7• 
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H PROPERTY, 11

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS TO THE YOUNG. 

AM going to speak to you this 
evening a little about "property." 
That is rather a long word per
haps for some of you younger 
ones to understand, but it simply 

means anything that belongs to you. 
A little friend of mine was once telling me 

of some of the nice presents that he had 
had upon his birthday. Then he went on to 
mention a lot of other things that he had. 
"I've got an umbrella of my very ,own," 
he said, " and a garden that I sow seeds in, 
and a watering-pot, and a money-box." 

All these things were the little lad's 
property. They belonged to him, and to no 
one else. 

Now the property that I want to talk 
about to-night is your property; that is, it 
belongs to you. 

Perhaps some of you are thinking that in 
saying this I am promising to do what I 
cannot do, for how can I know what you 
possess? 

Well, though I have never seen the faces 
of many of you before, I know at least some
of the things that you, have; and it is about 
the things that I know that I am going to 
speak. 

I will begin with two things which I am 
sure belong to you, then I will go on to 
something which I lwpe is yours. 

All three of them begin with the letter S, 
and we read �bout all of them in the gospel 
of Luke. Let us find the verses. 

First, in chapter xii. 20, 

"THY SOUL." 

You all have a precious, never-dying soul. 
, It is the most valuable thing that you have. 

If you could gather together all the gold 
and silver and precious jewels in the world, 
your soul would be worth much more than 
all of them. 

Now, the first thing to be done with any 
great treasure is to see that it is in a safe 
place. Let me ask you, Is your soul in a 

safe place? Can any one tell me where you 
can find a safe place for your soul ? 

One little girl replies, " Heaven." 
Yes, heaven is a safe place, only it is such 

a far-off place that none of us can put· our 
souls there. Where can you place your soul 
so that it shall be safe? 

I will tell you. Under the shelter of the 
precious blood of Christ. That is the only 
place of safety. 

Suppose someone gave you· a bright, new 
half-crown. I think you would take great 
care not to lose it. But 'are you as careful 
of your soul as you would be of a half-a
crown? Oh, how sad it is that boys and 
girls should be so careless of the safety of 
their souls ! 

Look here: boys. Here is a special 
message for you. \1/hat we want, and what 
God seeks after to-night is the 

BLESSING 

OF 

YOUR 

SOUL. 

He has provided a refuge for you-His 
own dear Son-and He bids you trust your 
soul to Hi"m, for you cannot save it yourself. 

Now for the next piece of property. 
Turn to Luke vii. 48. 

" THY SINS." 

Ah ! these you would rather be without. 
Sins are like a great burden bound upon a 
sinner's back, and if he dies with them still 
upon him they will weigh him down and 
down and down into hell for ever ! 

Now, what is the best thing to do with 
your sins? 

",vash them away," says one child. 
Ah ! but you cannot do that. Suppose 

you are on the sands at the seaside, and 
some one says, "Look at those footprints 
that you have made in the sand. See if you 
can make it all smooth again. 

So you begin to try, but you find that 
while you are smoothing out one footprint 
you are making a number more, so you have 
to give up the task as hopeless. 
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It is quite as impossible for sinners to 
wash away their sins. Try to think of some
thing else to do with them. 

"Forget all about them," says a boy over 
there. 

Forget them! \Vell, if you forget your 
sins, be sure that God does not. He has a 
record of all the foolish thoughts and idle 
words and wicked actions of each unforgiven 
one here. And all these things are sins. 
We read about great Babylon, that her sins 
came into remembrance before God. It 
will be the same with your sins, if you 
remain unsaved. God will remember them 
all in the day of judgment. 

The right thing to do with your sins is to 
confess them to God. David said, "I will 
confess my transgressions unto the Lord." 
He was a wise man. I hope some of you 
children will be like him to-night. You 
need not be afraid to go into God's holy 
presence to confess your sins, because there 
is -something there that can remove them 
from you. \1/hat is it? " The precious blood 
of Christ." Yes; and He is now in the 
glory of Goc:i, so that the way to tbe glory is 
open to every poor sinner who pleads the 
precious blood as his only hope. It was 
God who provided that Saviour. It was 
God's Lamb whose blood was shed, and 
because of its value and worth He is now 
offering salvation to lost sinners like you 
and me. Now this is a special message for 
you girls to remember, that 

Gon 
Is 
REDEEMING 

LOST 

SINNERS. 

Now let us go on to the third thing. \Ve 
find it in Luke i. 4 7. 

"MY SA VI OUR." 

I trust there are some here who can say that; 
who know that He is theirs.

In order to be a Saviour the Lord Jesus 
had to do a mighty work. He could not 
put an end to sin except by being ·made sin, 
but, i1_1 His wondro,us love and pity, He was

made sin, and thus He broke its power, and 
removed all its awful consequences for those 
who believe. And when He rose again, all 
heaven greeted Him as the mighty victor 
over sin and Satan. The everlasting gates 
opened to ,receive Him, and, blessed be His 
name, those gates of glory that opened to 
let Him in have never yet been shut again. 
Christ has-gone right through them, and has 
taken His seat upon the throne, and there 
stands the way, clear to the throne of God, 
for every poor sinner who trusts Him. ·what 
a ble$sed thing ! Can you wonder that we 
who know Hirn are so fond of reminding 
you that the Saviour about whom we tell 
you is a Saviour IN GLORY? The journey 
from the cross to the glory was a wonderful 
journey. It was not like the journey from 
the glory down to the cross. Jesus took 
that journey all alone, but in going back to 
glory He takes others with Him. Vlho are 
they? All who trust Him, no matter how 
young they are. He has gone back to glory 
as the great Captain of salvation, and God 
is bringing many sons to that same glory 
where He is. Oh, what a Saviour ! I hope 
that none of you will rest till you know Him 
asyours. H.P. B. 

" 

HE'S BOUGHT ME OUT. 

E'S bought me out ; yes, He's 
bought me out." Such was 
the joyful exclamation of a 
dear old Christian woman. 

Totally blind, the result of 
a scratch from a passionate child, the aged 
believer found her joys and pleasures in the 
things of God, and ever delighted in speaking 
of her Saviour, and of what He had wrought 
for her. 

Calling upon her one afternoon we found 
our way up into her little room, and heard 
from her own lips the story of the grace of 
God in her conversion. How the spiritually 
blind eyes were opened long before her 
physical sight was lost. 
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Twenty-three years before her husband 
and she were in their cabin-home. She was 
busy preparing a bit of supper for him before 
he went to Scripture-reading in the town. 
Suddenly he, a Christian, said to his wife, 
"It's a very sad thing to think that one of 
us is going to heaven, and that the other is 
in _the hands of the wicked one." 

She was trusting to her own works, and 
replied that she was as good as any one, and 
that it was not right that every O'ne should 
say she was in the hands of the wicked one. 

H Nothing but the blood of Jesus will do 
for you " was his response. Then quoting 
the precious verse, "For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." "Does not 
whosoever mean you as well as me? Well, 
then, why don't you believe it?'' 

'' Oh ! I know all those verses as well as 
you," she answered. 

Like many more, she knew the letter of 
the Scripture well enough, but its power had 
never been felt. But the earnest words of 
her husband were used to excite an interest 
in the welfare of her soul; and, if I remember 
aright, while he was absent at the meeting 
the truth of her deep need dawned upon her, 
and bowed her soul in the presence of God. 

Now after twenty-three years she could 
rejoice in the Lord, and greatly joy in the 
God of her salvati9n, and could delight in 
the fact that she had been "bought out," 
and now belonged to Christ alone. 

FOR CHARLEY'S SAKE. 

HERE is a story told of a judge 
who had a son named Charley, 
of whom he was very fond. 

Charley was a soldier, and 
had gone to the war; and day 

and night -his father thought about him, fear
ing that he would be killed in battle. 

Whenever a poor wounded soldier knocked 
at the door, and asked for assistance, the 

judge would be sure to assist him ; for he 
would say to himself, "Perhaps my boy will 
be wounded one day, and will need help." 

But on one occasion he had a very 
important matter to consider, and he deter
mined that he would not allow anyone to 
disturb him. Presently a wounded soldier, 
looking very weak and ill, came into the 
office ; but the judge was busy, and pre
tended that he did not see him. 

"I have a letter for you, sir," said the 
soldier, feeling in his pockets ; but he took 
no notice, for he thought the man was only 
begging. 

After a while the soldier found the letter, 
and placed it before the judge, who at once 
recognized the handwriting of his son. 
Leaving his important business, he quickly 
opened the envelope, and read the letter, 
which ran somewhat as follows : 

"DEAR FATHER-The soldier who carries 
this letter is a brave man. 

"He has been badly wounded in the 
battle, and is going home to die. 

"Please help him in every way you can, 
for Charley's sake." 

Now his manner was entirely changed. 
He took the soldier into his house, and 
treated him with the greatest kindness. 

How was it that the judge, who at first 
would not even speak to the soldier, after
wards gave the poor fellow a hearty welcome? 
It was for his son Charley's sake. 

When a poor sinner comes to God in 
the name of Jesus, who is God's beloved 
Son, he finds an abundant welcome, for God 
delights to bless, and is never indifferent to 
our need or too busy to attend to our cry ; 
and however wicked the man may have been, 
God can righteously receive him for Jesus' 
sake. 

If the soldier had not brought the letter 
from Charley, the judge would have had 
nothing to do with him. 

And do you not remember that Jesus hath 
said, "No man cometh unto the Father, but 
by Me"?· If we come to God in our own 
name, it can but bring before Him our many 
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sins; but coming in Christ's name, we present 
before Him the peerless person and precious 
blood of His beloved Son. 

If we could address that happy throng in 
heaven, who are clothed in white and 
glistering robes, with crowns of gold upon 
their heads, and ask, "How came you here?" 
they might reply, "Vv e were poor, lost, and 
guilty, but the Lord Jesus died to save us ; 
and in His name we went to God, and He 

ff JESUS IS WORTHY!" 

WAS walking down a country 
lane one bright frosty morning 
in November. My thoughts 
dwelt upon the-Saviour. I had 
been pondering over the great 

atonement He made for sin when He died 
upon Calvary, and how He had risen from 
the dead, and now lives in heaven waiting 
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"A LITTLE COUNTRYMAID." 

received us graciously, pardoned us freely, 
and blessed us abundantly." 

Some one may say, "But I am such a great 
sinner that I fear God will not receive me." 

Oh! yes, He will. He will receive you 
for the sake of Jesus, His beloved Son. 

It was for Charley's sake that the judge so 
kindly received the wounded soldier, and it 
is for Jesus' sake that God will receive, pardon, 
cleanse, and keep in safety every sinner that 
comes to Him in the name of His Son. 

C. H.

for sinners to hear of Him and believe on 
Him for salvation. Suddenly I heard 
behind me a sweet voice singing-

" And let us freely make Him our choice, 
Do not delay, but come." 

Looking around, I saw a little countrymaid 
with a milk-can in her hand. She had just 
entered the lane. It was her voice that sang 
the lines, which are·part of that sweet hymn 
so often sung in our Sunday-schools-

" Come to the Saviour, make no delay." 
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Another girl with a milk can in each hand 
was on before me. She too evidently had 
heard the singing. So hurrying a little, I 
overtook her, and said, " There 's a little 
girl singing of Jesus-

,, ' And let us freely make Him our choice.' 

Isn't He worthy that we should make Him 
our choice?" Looking somewhat shyly at 
me, she ansv.·ered, " Yes." 

Our roads parted as she spoke. She 
went her way, and I mine. I knew the 
blessedness of making Jesus our choice, and 
trust she may too. Have you made Jesus 
your choice ? Have you come to the 
Saviour? 

THE WORLD AND THE YOUNG 

CHRISTIAN, 

A PARABLE. 

" S it really true," said the world 
one day to a young Christian, 
"that thou art one of my rebel 
subjects who would quit my 
service for that of another 

Master? ,vilt thou be stupiq. . enough for 
that, and blind enough to neglect thus thy 
best interests?" 

* 

"Dost thou know 
what awaits thee?" 

" But thou art 
too great a sinner 
to be accepted by 
any other Master!" 

"But hast thou 
thought of all the 
renunciations that 
await thee?" 

"Ponder well, in 
u�dertaking this

* * 

"One thing I know, 
that, whereas I was blind, 
now I see." (John ix. 2 5.) 

" This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners ; 
of whom I am chief." 
(1 Tim. i. 15.) 

" I count all things 
but loss for the excel
lency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord." 
(Phil. iii. 8.) 

pilgr�mage, that the 
way 1s-

" desert, 

"narrow, 

"dark, 

"crooked, 

" difficult, 

"stormy." 

"Thou wilt find 
ambushes  and 
snares." 

"Thou wilt meet 
a mult itude o f  
enemies." 

"Thou wilt have 
humbling trials and 
numerous suffer
ings." 

" He turneth the wil
derness into a standing 
water, and dry ground 
into water springs." (Ps. 
cvii. 35.)

"vVhich leadeth unto
life." (Matt. vii. 14.) 

He " giveth songs in 
the night." (Job xxxv. 
10.) 

" The crooked shall 
be made straight, and 
the rough places plain." 
(Isaiah xl. 4.) 

His "grace is sufficient 
for " me, and His 
�' strength is made per
fect in weakness." ( 2 

Cor. xii. 9.) 
" He maketh the 

storm a calm, so that 
the waves thereof are 
still." (Psalm cvii. 29.) 

"Thy ,v ord is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path." (Psalm 
cxix. 105.)

" They that be with
us are more than they 
that be with them." 
(2 Kings vi. 16.) 

"Our light affliction, 
which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us 
a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of 
glory." (2 Cor. iv. 17.) 

"For I reckon that 
the sufferings of this 
present time are not 
worthy to be compared 
with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us." 
(Romans viii. 18.) 



"Thou wilt have 
to submit to insur
mountable tempta
tions." 

" Principalities 
and powers will 
give thee battle." 

" Art thou not 
too feeble to ex
pose thyself to such 
difficulties? " 

" In renouncing 
everything,  wi l t  
thou not be much 
deprived?" 

"Dost thou know 
that thou wilt be 
despised by all ? " 

"The Bible that 
t h ou lovest  so 
much, does itnotre
present the people 
of thy sort as having 
nothing?" 

"Chastened!" 

" Sorrowful ! " 

" Persecuted ! " 

" Cast down ! " 

"Dying!" 

"On the way 
thou wilt not find 
any of the flowers 
that I could give 
tliee." 
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"God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye 
are able." ( r Cor. x. I 3.) 

Then I will take the 
whole armour of God, 
that I may "be able to 
withstand m the evil 
day." (Ephesians vi. 13.) 

" I can do all things 
through Christ which 
strengtheneth me." (Phil. 
iv. 13.)

"For whosoever will
save his life shall lose it : 
and whosoever will lose 
his life for My sake shall 
find it.,, (Matt. xvi. 15.) 

"He that overcometh, 
the same shall be clothed 
in white raiment; and 
I will not blot out his 
name out of the Book 
of Life, but I will con
fess his name before My 
Father, and before His 
angels." (Rev. iii. 5.) 

"And yet possessing 
all things." ( 2 Cor. vi. r o.) 

" And not killed." 
(2 Cor. vi. 9.) 

"Yet alway rejoicing." 
(2 Cor. vi. ro.) 

" But not forsaken." 
(2 Cor. iv. 9.) 

"But not destroyed." 
(2 Cor. iv. 9.) 

" And, behold, we 
live." ( 2 Cor. vi. 9.) 

"The grass withereth, 
the flower fadeth: but 
the word of our God 
shall stand for ever." 
(Isaiah xl. 8.) 

"Thou wilt not 
have any p lea
sures!" 

"Thy Masterwill 
punish thee more 
than once, and thy 
yoke will be heavy 
to draw." 

"Thou wilt be 
a slave ! " 

" In leaving 
everything, thou 
wilt have nothing 
gained." 

"vVhat wilt thou 
have in exchange 
for all that thou 
leavest?" 

" And when thy 
dearly loved friends 
abandon thee along 
the road-who will 
replace them ? " 

"\\Then all around 
thee becomes a 
blank, thou wilt 
be alone!" 

"Thou wilt shew me 
the path of life : in Thy 
presence 1s fulness of 
joy ; at Thy right hand 
there are pleasures for 
evermore." (Ps. xvi. 11.) 

"For whom the Lord 
loveth He chasteneth." 
(Heb. xii. 6.) 

"My yoke is easy, and 
My burden is light." 
(Matt. xi. 30.) 

The Son has made 
me free, and I am "free 
indeed." (John viii. 36.) 

" For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and 
lose his own soul ? " 
(Matt. xvi. 26.) 

"And everyone that 
hath forsaken houses, or 
brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for 
My name's sake, shall 
receive an hundredfold, 
and shall inherit ever
lasting life." (Matthew 
xix. 29.)

"Then they that feared
the Lord spake often one 
to another: and the Lord 
hearkened, and heard it." 
(Malachi iii. 16.) 

" Behold, how good 
and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell 
together in unity." (Ps. 
cxxxiii. 1.)

"My beloved is mine,
and I am His." ( Cant. 
ii. 16.)

" God setteth the soli
tary in families." (Psalm 
lxviii. 6.)
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"And what will 
become of thee if 
H e  a b a n d o n  
thee?" 

"But thou must 
pass by the valley 
of the shadow of 
death!" 

"Wha t  result 
wilt thou have?" 

"Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever." (Heb. 
xiii. 8.)

" Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for Thou art 
with me." (Ps. xxiii. 4.) 

He will give me the 
"crown of life." (Rev. 
ii. ro.)

H LORD,' SAVE ME! ll
MATTHEW xiv, 30, 

AS the cry that came from the 
lips of Peter as he realized his 
terrible danger. The stormy 
wind was howling around, the 
waves and billows were high, 

and from his heart he could say, 
I AM READY TO PERISH, 

(Deut. xxvi. 5), not I may possibly do so. 
He realized his present danger, and it made 
him feel his need of a personal salvation. 
His distress led him to express by his cry 

I WANT SALVATION. 

This is the burden of a sin-stricken soul 
weighed down under the sense of personal 
guilt, and longing to get its need· met. He 
sees, as it were, the dark clouds on the 
horizon warning of the storm coming on 
apace, and his great desire and prayer is to 
be saved 

FROM COMING JUDGMENT. 

He cannot save himself. He is unable to 
cleanse himself from his sins. Perish he 
must if he does not find one who is able 
to deliver. 

GOD'S ANSWER 

to such a need is the presentation of His 
precious Son as the Saviour of the lost and 
the guilty. Jesus has glorified God in His 
work, and satisfied all His righteous claims. 

JESUS IS MIGHTY TO SAVE 

the sinner from all his sins and their con-

sequences-the judgment-from the power of 
the devil, from an endless hell ; and 

JESUS IS WILLING TO SA VE. 

It is the sinner who is unwilling to be 
saved in God's way, and so oftentimes turns 
to every other way for salvation until he at 
last finds out that it is of the Lord, and of 
the Lord alone. 

JESUS IS ABLE TO SA VE, 

His power is infinite, nothing can resist His 
force. He has been down unto death for 
God's glory and the sinner's blessing, and 
death and the grave could not hold Him. 
He is the mighty Victor over sin, death, and 
the devil, and now 

JF.SUS IS WAITING TO SA VE 

every poor sinner who feels the burden of 
sins, and the awful power of the enemy. He 
bids the weary welcome, and refuses none 
who come to Him. He saves 

SINNERS FOR GLORY, 

not only f:,;-om hell, but He is able to save "to 
the uttermost," that is, all the journey through.
Thousands have gone to Him in simple, 
childlike faith, confessing their sins, expressing 
their need, and He has never turned one 
away. Numbers are being blessed, 

WHY NOT YOU? 

E. G ... N.

REST IN CHRIST, 

"[IEACEFULLY, peacefully rest I in Thee, Jesus, my Saviour, most precious to me; Joyfully therefore I rest on Thine arm, Thou wilt most surely protect me from harm. "Cleansed every whit, and brought nigh to God, By virtue of nothing but Thy precious blood ; Dead to the world, and yet risen again, Justified, sanctified, all thro' Thy name. "Happy to meet Thee whene'er Thou shalt come,Saviour, my Saviour, to take Thy bride home. Holiness too I have fully in Thee, Perfect in purity-Can it be me? '' Yes, blessed Master, Thou holy and blest, Soon Thou wilt take me to glory and rest ; Order my steps by Thine own precious word, Till I shall see Thee, my Saviour and Lord." 
( Extrad�d.} 





ARTICLES containing Words of Warning to the Unconverted, Peace-speaking Messages to the Anxious, 
Narratives of Conversions, and Expositions· of Sctjpture suitable for the help and encouragement 

of those already saved, will be welcomed. Short, pointed articles are the best. Contributions should 
be sent to INGLIS FLEMING, 

121 ST. JOHN�S CHURCH ROAD, FOLKESTONE. 

QUESTIONS FOR JULY. 
For Readers under Twelve. 

GIVE in your own language a brief history of the life of Solomon. 

For Readers of any age. 

BIBLE CITIES. No. 2.

1. Quote in full a verse from one of the Psalms
which refers to the strong natural position which 
Jerusalem occupied. Remark on the use which is 
made of this as an illustration. 

3. Illustrate by reference to historical events the
words " in troublous times.'' 

4. State what lessons you would gather from the
various events connected with this re-building. 

2. " The street shall be built again, ':).Jld the wall, 
even in troublous times." By whom, when, and 
of what was this written? 

5. Enumerate the various gates belonging to the
post-captivity Jerusalem. 

6. What act of David, during Saul's reign, is
associated with Jerusalem? 

Answers to Questions should be written clearly and distinctly, and be sent, together with name and 
address, before the last day of the month, to 

E. B. c., CARE OF A. s. Rous&, 
15 AND 16, PATERNOSTER SQUARE, LONDON, E.C. 

NEW WORK BY J. A. SAVAGE. 

DEMY 8vo. tOO PAGES. BOUND IN CLOTH, THREE SHILLINGS. 

THE SCROLL OF TIME: 

Being a KEY to the well-known Chart by same author, called 

"THE EPOCHS AND DISPENSATIONS OF SCRIPTURE," 

With. special references to the Book of Tiu Revelation, and to other Propluci,s, an¢ including 
Three Coloured Charts, as follows: 

THE EPOCHS AND DISPENSATIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 

THE FUTURE DIVISION OF THE LAND OF PALESTINE ACCORDING TO 
THE PROPHECY OF EZEKIEL. 

THE SEVENTY WEEKS OF DANIEL. 

LONDON: A. S. ROUSE, 15 & 16, PATERNOSTER SQUARE, E.C. 



SCATTERED SEED. 
"THAT BEAUTIFUL VERSE,JJ 

• 
OME time ago I called upon. an 

old lady who had .never known 
herself to be a lost sinner needing 
the Lord Jesus Christ as her 

·Saviour. She received me very kindly, and
I read to her one of the verse- upon an
almanac I had brought her.

" GOD so LOVED THE WORLD, THAT HE
GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, THAT WHO
SOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM SHOULD NOT
PERISH, BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE."
(John iii. r 6.)

The following week, at my request, a friend
called to see her, and during the visit read to
her the same blessed verse.

Shortly after there was a severe thunder
storm in the neighbourhood, and her daughter,
who lived about five miles off, knowing her
mother was always very frightened at lightning
and thunder, went over to see her, expecting
to find her quite ill. On asking her, however,
whether she was not �very frightened, she
replied, "Oh, dear, no! There is that beautiful
verse on the almanac, ' God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life,' and I was
not afraid." It gave her daughter much joy
to hear her say so, as she had known how
dark and indifferent her mother had been
about the truth.

On another occasion her son-in-law came
to see her, and on his return home told his

· wife he thought her mother must be out of
her mind, as she did noth�ng but talk of a
beautiful verse on an almanac-" God so
loved the world."

Some five or six weeks passed, and she was
taken ill, and after a few days it pleased, the
Lord to call her to be with Himself. Her
daughter, who was with her to the end, told
me her mind was continually dwelling upon

that beautiful verse, and, perfectly- happy 
through the grace of God leading her to 
trust in His love, she departed to be with 
Christ. 

Reader, what do you think of "that 
beautiful verse" upon which this aged one 
and thousands more have pillowed their 
faith? The "whosoever" mentioned in it is· 
large enough for your salvation, and if you 
believe from the heart on Jesus the Son of 
God you shall not perish, but have eternal 
life. He has said of His own, "Because I 
live, ye shall live also." Of those who do 
not believe it is written, "He that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God abideth on him." (John iii. 36.) 

H. C. vV.

COATS. 

R 
REMEMBER sitting some years 
.ago by the side of two tailor 
apprentices, and asking them, 
" Who made the first coats ? " 

TJ::iey could not answer me, though 
probably most who read these lines could do 
so. If to some, as to these lads, it is a 
puzzle, we hope to relieve them shortly. 
But before doing so let us speak of other 
coats than the first. that were made ; and, 
firstly, 

THE BLOOD-STAINED COAT. 

It was a heart-rending sight to old Jacob's 
eyes when the many-coloured coat of his 
beloved son Joseph was presented to him 
stained with blood. He cried, " It is my 
son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; 
Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces." 
( Gen. xxxvii. 33.) Yet most of our readers 
well know that it was not so. These wicked 
men, who presented the coat to Jacob, and 
saw the anguish of his soul, had planned to 
get rid of their hated brother, and so to. 
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deceive their father that no suspicion should 
rest on them. They had thought to kill the 
lad, but eventually they sold him to merchants 
passing by, and then, dipping his coat in the 
blood of a goat, they made Jacob believe 
that he had been devoured by some beast. 

This coat, then, brings before our minds 
the wickedness of man's heart, expressed 
in hatred, violence, and deceit. This wicked
ness was not peculiar to Jacob's sons, nor to 
Joseph's time. Hundreds of years later 
�here was One upon the earth who was 
beloved of His Father, and yet He was 
hated by men, and violence and deceit were 
both employed against Him. Who was this? 
God's well-beloved Son. 

And man's heart is st£!! the same ; for He 
who knew it testified, "For from within, out 
of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts 
... murders ... deceit," &c. (Mark vii. 21.) 
You do' not think so, because man's heart 
is deceitful towards himself as well as 
toward others. It is said again, "The heart 
is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked ; who can know it?" (J er. xvii. 9.) 
You may not have murdered, and you may 
not have lied, but murders and lies come 
out of hearts like yours and mine. And 
you must be conscious that with all your 
morality there has been much that has come 
out of your heart that will not stand before 

. a God of holiness and truth. Think well, 
then, on the blood-stained coat, for it speaks 
to us of what we are as poor sinners before 
God. 

Let us next consider 

THE SEAMLESS COAT. 

It was woven from the top throughout, 
and without seam, so that the soldiers into 
whose hands it fell saig, "Let us not rend 
it." (John xix. 23, 24.) Who was the wearer? 
Jesus, the blessed Son of God. How much, 
then, this coat speaks to us. 

How it tells of the grace of God that He 
should have worn a coat at all ; that is, that 
He should have become man in all the 
conditions of manhood here upon earth 
apart from sin ! Then, further, the style of 

the coat suggests to our minds the character 
of Him who wore it; for as it was without 
seam, of one even piece, so was His life one 
of perfectly even beauty before God. As 
grace had brought Him into this world, so 
in His path was displayed all the moral glory 
of One who was perfectly devoted to God. 
Oh, what rich, precious blendings of grace 
and glory we gaze on in Him ! With what 
relief the eye surveys His seamless coat, 
heeding all that it speaks to the soul, in 
contrast with the blood-stained coat which 
speaks of man's sin and shame ! 

But now, having listened to the tale which 
these two coats tell, of our sin and guilt and 
of Christ's spotless perfection in grace and 
moral glory, let us consider 

THE FIRST-FORMED COATS. 

For whom were these made? For Adam 
and his wife, the first sinners. Of what were 
they made? Of skins ; the animals who 
supplied them having died. By whom were
these first coats made? By the Lord God. 
" Unto Adam also and to his wife did the 
Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed 
t em. en. m. 2 1. h " (G ... )

Of what do these coats speak to us? Of 
the work of redemption, and its effect. 
Man had sinned, and was consciously guilty 
before God. He had sought to repair the 
mischief by sewing together fig-leaves, and 
thus forming aprons ; but it was of no avail, 
for when he heard God's voice he fled. Ah,
reader, we must learn from Adam's aprons 
as well as from God's coats! \Vhat shall we 
learn? That with all our best-directed and 
most earnest efforts we can never repair the 
damage which sin has wrought. When we 
have done our utmost we are still sinners, 
naked before God. 

But when the sin has all been brought out 
in the light of God's presence, He Himself 
provides the covering. If the penalty of 
death has been pronounced upon the sinner 
by a sentence which never can be revoked, 
the stroke falls upon one that has not sinned, 
and by the death of another Adam gains 
from God the covering which he sought. 



SCATTERED SEED. 87 In figure it speaks of Jesus, who knew no sin, whom God has made sin for us, that we might be made God's righteousness in Him. 
(2 Cor. v. 21.)Let us then thank God for the stories which these coats tell to us. If man's sin and shame are set before us in the first, we can rejoice in the spotless perfection of which we are reminded in the second ; and our hearts are filled with peace and joy as we see the believer set before God in all the worth of the sacrifice of the sinless One, made God's righteousness in Him. 

J. R. 
EVERYONE, 

"-� 
S I live, saith the Lord, everyknee shall bow to Me, and everytongue shall confess to God. So�hen every one of us shall give account of himself to God." (Romans xiv. 13, 14.) 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue shall confess, everyone shall give account. If this is true, who can escape? Where is the loophole ? This decree has gone forth, and none can alter it, as one of the proudest unbelievers that ever lived, named Nebuchadnezzar, had to own: "None can stay His hand, or say to Him, What doest Thou?" (Dan. iv. 35.) And he also confessed, "Those that walk in pride He is able to abase." 
(v. 37.) This being settled, it is clear that either in this life or the next there must be distinct having to do with God. But it makes all the difference to tbe person as to the time when this having to do with God takes place. There is a time c,f grace, and there is a time of judgment.The time of grace has well nigh run out ; yet it is still "the day of salvation," and sinners are being reconciled to God through the death of His Son. This has been going on since Christ sat down on the right hand of God, and sent the Holy Spirit down to 

this earth to make His word effectual in the hearts of sinners to their conversion. But this present work of grace will close when the Lord comes and calls His saints up to meet Him in the air, and He takes them all into His Father's house, to be for ever with Himself. Then begins the time of judgment, when those who have not been reconciled by the death of God's Son-that is, have never known the Saviour, must meet the Judge ! For all must bow to Christ-God has decreed that; the only question is, When 7 Now this makes the word of God of all importance, for God " now commandeth all men every where to repent; because He hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge." (Acts xvii. 30, 3r.) Here you have the time when the unconverted must bow." �very one of us shall give account ofHimself to God " (Rom. xiv. 1 2 )-these are 
the persons. " Every idle word that men shall speak they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment"; and again, "The dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works." (Rev. xx. 12.) This is what men are judged for. So you have in scripture, 

The time of the judgment. 
The persons who will be judged. 
The works they are judged for. This stands on one side ; but, thank God, there is still the other side; for God has given Jesus to die for our sins, and in doing this He bore the cross, and drank the cup of God's judgment against those sins till He could say, "It is finished." Now it is clear, if He finished the judgment for the sins He bore, there is no judgment left for those who believe on Him. Now believing is bowing to Him, the heart receiving the glad tidings that Christ suffered, "the just for the unjust, to bring us to God," and by that work has put all the sins of ·His people out of God's remembrance. "Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more." (Heb. x. 17.) If the sins are gone, the judgment is 
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gone, and such persons have a part in " the 
resurrection of the just." (Acts xxiv. 15; 
Luke xiv. 14; John v. 29)-called ''first
resurrection" (Rev. xx. 5), and this is for
glory without any question of judgment, 
because that question has been settled on 
the cross for all believers. Thus those who 
have part in the first resurrection have bodies 
fashioned like His body of glory (see Phil. 
iii. 2 1 ), and go into the Father's house;
while "the rest of the dead," whatever they
may have been, moral or immoral, honest or
dishonest, learned or ignorant, live not again
till the thousand years are ended. (Revelation
xx. 5.)

Those raised before the thousand years are
for glory.

Those raised after the thousand years are 
for judgment.

And all those who are judged for their 
sins must be cast into "the lake of fire." 
Gon HAS NO REMEDY FOR SUCH! The only 
remedy He had was Christ, the Saviour; but 
they would not bow to Him in the time of 
grace, and it is too late in the time of 
judgment, for Christ is then, not the sinner's 
Saviour but, the sinner's Judge. Judgment 
does not begin till grace is over. So "now is 
the accepted time, now is the day of salvation." 
(2 Cor. vi. 21.) 

If one should read this who is not saved, 
I would say, You have no time to lose; get 
alone with God, take the sinner's place, and 
let your heart bow to Christ, as God's only 
remedy for sins; for "there is none other 
name under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12 ), 
and "all that believe are justified from all 
things" (Acts xiii. 39), and "being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jesus." (Rom. v. r.) For when we 
know judgment is past, we have peace I
"But there is no peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked.'' (Isaiah lvii. 21.) "The way of 
peace have they not known." (Rom. iii. 17.) 

Oh, bow to the, grace of God, and you 
will not have to bow to His judgment I 

G. W. Gv. 

fi NOBODY BUT MYSELF," 

ECENTLY a man, when being 
offered a gospel leaflet, was asked 
the solemn question, "Who 
would be to blame if you were 

_., eternally lost ? " 
"I don't believe in these things," he said 

as he crumpled up the paper. 
" Then you do not believe on the Lord 

Jesus Christ ? " 
"I don't believe in anybody but myself." 
t' You do not trust anybody then ? " 

"I trust nobody but myself." 
The blindness and self-concentration of 

men are graphically described in that Christ
rejecter's words-" Nobody but myself." 

Pacing the streets with bent head, misery 
depicted in his face, his mind ( dark ancl 
dismal), shut up to itself, with no interest in 
others, and no care for anything outside his 
own narrow circle. No thought of God and 
eternity! 

Reader, are you blind still-blinded by 
the devil, the god of this world ? 

"No, I 'm not blind," say some. "I can 
see quite well." And if asked, "But what 
about your deep-dyed sins and G.od's just 
judgment?" they reply, "Oh, I don't bother 
about those things ! " 

Then they are blind, lost, ruined, alienated, 
and on the borderland of death and eternal 
judgment. 

May the terrors of hell seize such, and 
the grave affright them, that they may flee 
in great haste from coming wrath. The 
darkening clouds of judgment are ready to 
empty themselves on this guilty, Godless, 
Christ-rejecting world. 

Awake, sleeping sinner! God warns thee 
to flee that He may welcome thee. 

Despise not His love and kindness. 
He calls in patient grace to thee to" come." 
Do I hear some anxious soul say, "Is it 

true?" Yes, it is indeed. The Father and 
the Son, the Spirit and the saints, say, "Come, 
drink of the living water." Angels wonder 
at thy delay. The devil seeks thy destruction. 



SCATTERED SEED. 89 Come, wandering one ; come, careless one ; come, despairing one ; come, broken-hearted,
guilty one, come now I The Lord Jesus Christ says, " Him that cometh to Me I will in NO WISE cast out." Trust Him, and then everlasting life and peace will be thine. 

J. WH.

H THE WAY OF PEACE,JJ 

•RE all men alike before God? "There is no difference: •for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." (Rom. iii. 22, 23.) But are there none righteous? "There is none righteous, no, not one." (Rom. iii. 1 o.) Are there none good? "There is none that doeth good, no, not " (R ... )one. om. _m. 12. Then are all on one platform of ruin ? "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way." (Isa. liii. 6.) 
"All the world" has become guilty before God." (Rom. iii. 19.) How then is a man to be saved ? "Being justified FREELY by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." (Rom. iii. 24.) "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." (Rom. x. 9.)" Believe on · the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." (Acts xvi. 31.) Is this way of blessing open for all? " I am the door : by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved." (John x. 9.) " The gospel . . . is the power of God. unto salvation to every one that believeth." (Rom. i. 16.) Is this the only way of salvation? "Neither is there salvation in any other : for there is none other name under 

heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." ( Acts iv. 12.)But can I not gain salv�tion by good works? "All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags." (Isa. lxiv. 6.) " Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us." (Titus iii. 5.) "By grace are ye saved through faith . . . not of works, lest any man should boast." (Eph. ii. 8, 9.) Must not a man love God in order to gain this salvation ? "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." (1 John iv. 10.) Did God love all? "God so loved THE WORLD, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John iii. 16.) But I am a sinner ! Did God love sinners? " God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet SINNERS,Christ died for us." (Rom. v. 8.) Is the heart of God still towards man ? " The Lord is . . . longsuff ering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance." ( 2 Peter iii. 9.) Is not God righteous and holy? How then can He save sinners ? "A just God and a Saviour." (Isa. xlv. 21.) " Christ Jesus : whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness . . . that He might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." (Rom. iii. 24-26.) "He [God] hath made Him [Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." (2 Cor. v. 21.)" Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God." ( 1 Peter iii. I 8.) 
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What puts away sin from before God? 
" \Vithout shedding of blood is NO re

mission." (Heb. ix. 22.) 
"The blood of Jesus Christ His [God'�] 

Son cleanse th us from all sin." ( 1 John 
i. 7.) . " He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities : 
the chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him ; and with His stripes we 
are healed. . . . The Lord hath laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all." (Isa. 
liii. 5, 6.)

Christ " who His own self -bare our sins 
in His own body on the tree." ( 1 Peter 
ii. 24.)

" Who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justi
fication." (Rom. iv. 2 5.) 

How has God shown that He is satisfied· 
with Christ's work? 

" God raised Him from the dead." ( Acts 
xiii. 30.)

"Raised Him up from the dead, and gave 
Him glory." ( 1 Peter i. 2 1.) 

Can my sins be forgiven? . "To Him give all the prophets witness, 
that through His name whosoever be
lieveth in Him shall receive remission 
[i.e., forgiveness] of sins." (Acts x. 43.) 

" Be it• known unto you therefore . . . 
that through this man is preached . 
unto you the forgiveness of sins." 
(Acts xiii. 38.) 

But my sins are so numerous ! 
".Her sins, which are many, are forgiven." 

(Luke vii. 4 7.) 
And some of them are so grievous ! 

" Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord : though your sins be 
as scarlet, tney shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool." ·(Isa. i. 18.) 

Is it possible for any one to know his sins 
forgiven? 

"I write unto you, little children, because 
your sins are forgiven you for His 
name's sake." ( r John ii. 12.) 

"In whom [Christ] we have rede!11ption 
through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins." (Eph. i. 7.) 

'' By Him all that believe are justified 
from all things, from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of Moses." 
(Acts xiii. 39.) 

But will not a believer be judged for his 
sins? 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on 
Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation 
(i.e. judgment); but is passed from 
death unto life." (John v. 24.)

Can peace with God be enjoyed while on 
earth? 

"Having made peace through the blood 
of His cross." (Col. i. 20.)

"Being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." (Rom. v. 1.) 

Does a believer receive any other benefits? 
"The gift of the Holy, Ghost." (Acts ii. 38.) 
"An inh:eritance among them that are 

sanctified." (Acts XXvi. 18.) 
"The gift of God is eternal life, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord." (Rom. vi. 23.) 
" Behold what manner of love the Father 

hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God." 
( I John iii. l.) 

What is the believer's hope? 
",v e look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 

Christ: who shall change our vile 
body, that. it may be fashioned like 
unto His glorious body." (Phil. 
iii. 20, 2 I.) 

"For the Lord Himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God : and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first : then we which 
are aiive and remain shall be caught 
up together· with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air : and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord." 
(1 Thess. �v. 16, 17.) 
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H JESUS HOLDS THEM TIGHT,JJ LOOKING, 

VI AS speaking to some children A LOOK UP. 
one Sunday afternoon about OME time since a poor labouring 
the Good Shepherd, who laid man left his cottage home with 
down His life for the sheep. a sack under his arm, taking 

12!!:!!:��====1 I had given out the hymn his little daughter by the hand 
" When mothers of Salem their children to go into a field belonging to a 
brought to Jesus," and stopped for a moment neighbouring farmer. His object in going 
to dwell on the security of the believer, so there was soon made manifest-it was to 
beautifully expressed in those lines- steal some of the farmer's turnips. 
"How happy the children who rest on Jesus' bosom, Before doing so, however, he carefully 

And there, like littlefoldedlambs,liesafelyandatrest. looked all around, �his way and that way, to 
Thence none can pluck them e'er away; see that no one observed him. Having satis-
For He who keeps them loves to say, fied himself, as he thought, that no eye was 
'Suffer little children to come unto Me.' " upon him, he was proceeding to lay hands upon 
I pointed out how the wolf wanted to the turnips, when hi� littl_e d�ught�r told him 

snatch the little lambs from Jesus, but could · that there was one d1rect10n m which he had 
not · and asked the question "Why is it forgotten to look. Careful as he thought he 
that the wolf cannot snatch the lambs from had been, he had neglected to look up. It 
Jesus?" was this look of which his _little daughter 

A dear little girl, whom we know to be spoke. He h�d forgotten until that mom�nt 
one of His lambs answered ,, Because Jesus the fact that if no human eye was restmg 
holds them tight.'� ' :1pon him the eye� God was-a_ holy �of 

Would that all who have trusted in Jesus m heaven w�s looking down. The little child s 
had this blessed assurance-they shall never word h�d its effect, �nd the father went 
perish, for ,:Jesus holds them tight." home without the turmps. 

Little Mary (for that was her name) did Re�der1 hast tho� looked up 'I Th� eye_ o; 
not say "Because they hold Jesus tight." God is upon THEE. Hast thou realized it. 
Ah no i Our safety does not depend on our God is looking upon -thee, sinner as thou 
hoid of Jesus, but on Hts hold of us. All art. "THOU GOD �EEST ME�' '!as the �tter
the combined powers of earth and hell can ance of . one centuries ago j 1t 1s true_ NOW.
never snatch the feeblest believer from the To her 1t was a matter of pleasure-to you 
grasp of Jesus. Why? "Because Jesus possibly it is· a matter of terror. His eye 

• holds them tight." has been continually upon thee, and He Jesus says . of His sheep, "I give unto k�ows ALL 1:HY SINS-thy secret as well as them eternalhfe; and they shall never perish thme open sms, and they are all divinely neither shall any [ man] pluck them out of recorded in His book. 
My hand. My Father, which gave them Me, A LOOK DOWN.
is greater than all; and no man can pluck It is written-
them out of My Father's hand." (John "The Lord LOOKED DOWN from heaven
x. 28, 29.) upon the children of men, to see if there

" Having loved His. own which were in were any that did understand, and seek
the world, He loved them unto the end." God." What was the result pronounced? 
(John xiii. r.) '' They are all gone aside, they are all together 

Truly happy should the children be who become filthy: there is none that doeth,good, 
are held so tightly in the hands of their no, not one." (Psalm xiv. 2, 3.) 
Saviour, and of their Father. T. M. Such is God's verdict pronounced upon the 
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whole of the human race. It £s true of thee. 
God declares that thou art a sinner. Thou 
mayest be a religionist, but tlzy very riglzteous
nesses are ''filthy rags." Will these do for 
God? They might do for man ; but for a 
holy God, never ! "You are doing your 
best; you are doing all the good you can," 
perhaps you tell us ; but God says, "There 
is none that doeth good, no, not one." Your 
name might be handed down to posterity as 
that of a great benefactor, or may be asso
ciated with the charitable institutions of the 
day, but these will never avail to help thee 
nearer heaven. 

God does not call upon thee to do good 
in thine unconverted condition, but tells thee 
that " He that doeth truth cometh to the 
light." .(John iii. 2 r.) The light makes 
manifest, and in the light of His presence 
you will discover what you really are, as so 
pointedly stated in Psalm xiv. -thou art 
altogether filthy, and consequently unsuited 
for His holy, blessed presence. 

A LOOK FOR SALVATION. 

He says, "LooK unto ME, and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth." (Isa. xiv. 22.) It 
is indeed a just God who speaks, and He 
never bends from what He is as a holy God. 
He is ever, and always will be, holy, and 
the time is coming when judgment will be 
executed. His present attitude, however, 
towards this world is that of a Saviour-God. 

Blessed be His name, He has not lightly 
passed over sin, but has fully judged it. 
His judgment has fallen upon that blessed, 
spotless victim who hung upon Calvary's tree. 
God did not spare Jesus. The divine judgment 
fell upon Christ there, that God might be able 
to come out in all that He is, aQd invite 
sinners to look unto Him for salvation. 

We earnestly beseech you to look right 
away to the blessed Saviour-Go,d. Mark 
the invitation-it is simply to LOOK ! Then 
notice to whom you are to look -not to 
man, but to a loving Saviour-God. \Vhat 
for? SALVATION! How wide the invitation 
-thou canst not put thyself outside of its
scope : "All the ends of the earth." IT

INCLUDES THEE then. Look NOW, and 
salvation w£ll be the result. 

A LOOK OFF. 

If salvation is yours, listen to the exhorta
tion in Hebrews xii. r, 2 : "Lay aside every 
weight, and the sin· which doth so easily 
beset us, and . . run with patience the race 
that is set before us, LOOKING UNTO JESUS." 
He has trodden the whole path of faith, 
through death up to the right hand of God, 
where He is now glorified-" crowned with 
glory and honour." From all the trials and 
difficulties look off unto Him. 

Soon He is coming again. Are yo2t wait
ing for Him? Are you ready to meet Him, 
with your loins girt, and your lamp burning, 
and you like unto one waiting for the Lord? 

Yes, He is coming for His own loved ones. 
He is gone into heaven, and it is from thence 
we look for the Saviour. (Phil. iii. 20.) Some 
are longing t◊- see Him. Are you ? When 
He comes He will raise His own whom He 
has put to sleep, and change His own living 
ones, and take them to be with Himself for 
ever. What a moment to await ! What joy 
to Him to have His redeemed with Him! 
\Vhat joy to their hearts when they see His 
blessed face ! · 

"Lord, haste that day of cloudless ray

That prospect bright, unfailing ; 
Where God shall shine in light divine, 

In glory never fading." 
E.G-N.

"SINNERS.n 

HERE are many boys and girls 
who wish that they could have 
had other names than those 
which have been chosen for 
them by their parents and 

friends, and who prefer to be called by some 
pet name decided upon by themselves. I 
have heard of a lady who so disliked her 
own name that she made her friends promise 
never to use it, and selected a very pretty 
one by which she always signed herself. 
The other name was picked off her clothes, 
for she wished it to be entirely forgotten. 
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There are many, very many, who do 
not at all appreciate the name by which 
they are called in the scriptures. The 
title "SINNER" does not suit their taste. 
They are proud and self-satisfied, and much 
object to be classed with such common 
people as they consider sinners must be. 
Thus it is that many hurry on to the judg
ment, slighting God's wondrous salvation 
because they cannot bring themselves to 
bow so low as to enter into blessing by the 

. sinner's door, whi�h is never�hele�s the only 
way. 

There are others, however, who rejoice in 
the knowledge of the grace of God to 
sinners, being assured that that epithet 
applies to them right well, and that there
fore the blessing provided for sinners is 
without a doubt provided for them. The 
following facts therefore afford them joy. 

CHRIST CALLS TO SINNERS : " I came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repent
ance." (Luke v. 32.) 

CHRIST LEFT THE GLORY TO SAVE SINNERS. 

"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
"{Orld to save sinners." ( r Tim. i. 15.) 

Goo's LOVE IS DISPLAYED TOWARDS

SINNERS. " God commendeth Hjs love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ. died for us." (Rom. v. 8.) 

Again and again we find our blessed Lord 
derided by self-righteo�s Pharisees and others 
because of His. wondrous grace towards the 
sinful and the lost. Thus they called Him 
"a friend of publicans and sinners" (Matt. 
xi. 19 ), and said, " This man receiveth
sinners, and eateth with them." (Luke xv. 2.)

Faith takes up these very expressions, and 
finds the deepest delight in them. Truly 
Christ has befriended sinners. Truly He 
welcomes such. Surely these sayings have 
been recorded by the Holy Spirit in the 
pages of scripture in order , that the vilest 
and the worst may be encouraged to draw 
near to Him who said, "Him that cometh to 
Me I will in no wise cast out." (John vi. 37.) 

Whether or not people accept the term 
"SINNER" as applying to them, it does 

apply to them, and all must, sooner or later, 
acknowledge the title. 

May it be yours, my reader, to own to it 
now, and to receive the blessings which God 
delights to bestow on those who hear His 
word and bow to Him ii;i the day of salvation. 

'' There is joy in· heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth." (Luke xv. 7.) 

I. F.

FOLLOW HIS STEPS, 

HERE was an Indian chief 
pnce who lived in North-West 
America, amongst the cold and 
the ice and the snow. This 
chief had a visitor, a white man, 

who came and spent a night with him. In 
the morning the chief took his visitor outside 
the wigwam or hut in which he lived, and 
asked him a question. 

"How many people, do you think," said 
the chief, "passed by this hut last night?" 

The visitor looked at the snow very care
fully, and saw the footmarks of one man 
distinctly imprinted upon it. There were no 
other footmarks to be seen, so he said to the 
chief, "Only one man has passed by." 

The chief, however, told him that several 
hundred Indians, in fact, a whole tribe, had 
passed his wigwam in the night. 

And then he explained to him, that when 
the Indians do not want it to be known in 
which direction they have gone, the chief of 
the tribe walks first, and all the rest of the 
tribe follow in single file, each man placing 
his feet exactly in the footmarks of the chief, 
so that no new footmarks are made, and it 
looks as if only one man, instead of hundreds, 
had gone by. By this clever trick the enemies 
of the tribe are not able to find out whether 
the tribe have gone. 

Now, dear children, Jesus is our Captain. 
He has gone first over the path of life, and 
He has left us His footmarks, His example. 
He went through it all before us, every step 
of the way. He trod it all, and He only asks 
us to follow where He leads.-Extracfed.
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THE OPEN GATE, 

NE of the commonest objects 
before us every day of our lives 
is a door or gate. A two-year
old child can understand the 
meanmg of the simple word 

"door," and thus I am sure the youngest of 
my readers knows the use to which a door 
or gate is put. It is, of course, a way in and 
out of a room or house or field. 

In His great grace our Lord has spoken 
to us in simple language which all can 

understand, and has used the figure of a 
door in speaking of Himself, saying, 

" I AM THE DOOR " : 

bY. Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, 
and shall go in and out, and find pasture." 
(John x. 9.) 

There is no other way of blessing than 
Christ, but the way by Him is simple indeed. 
The feeblest may enter, for the door is open 
wide. If the door needed opening by us 
we might well despair, for our sin-stained 
hands could never raise the latch and gain 
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admittance; but the good news sent by God 
tells us that the Lord Jesus Himself has 
done the whole will of God, and by His 
death upon · the cross has opened the way 
for every troubled sinner to approach, and 
entering in, to find salvation. 

Thus every hindrance has been removed; 
and though we have sinned often and 
grievously, " the blood of Jesus Christ His 
[God's] Son cleanseth from all sin," and 
believing upon Him-and this is what enter
ing is-rich and lasting blessing will be the 
portion of all who come. 

"Jesus loves me, He who died 
Heaven's gate to open wide; 
He will wash away my sin, 
Let a little child come in." 

EYES, 

I. F.

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS TO CHILDREN. 

�-r.1d,-11N order that even the very'little 
ones here to-day may rem.ember 
the subject of my address I 
have drawn the representation 
of a pair of eyes. 

What has God given you eyes for? 
"To see with." 
Quite correct. The eyes are perhaps the 

most expressive organ in the human body. 
Through them we show love or anger, eager
ness or indifference, intelligence or dulness, 
and a look often speaks more honestly than 
the lips. Now there are four kinds of eyes 
I wish to bring under your notice. The first 
kind is the greatest of all, for these eyes 
"run to and fro throughout the whole earth." 
(2 Chron. xvi. 9.) Read Proverbs xv. 3. 

"THE EYES OF THE LORD 

are in every place, beholding the evil and 
the good." This fact is of great comfort to 
those who seek to please God, having been 
reconciled to Him by the death of His Son, 
but of awful consequence to every unbeliever 
who lives in sin in the way which leads to 

death. Can any of you tell me what Hagar 
the slave said when the angel found her by 
a well? "Thou God seest me." Yes, she 
learned that the Lord's eye lqoked upon her. 
( Gen. xvi. I 3.) 

There was once a lad who had the text in 
large letters upon his bedroom wall-" Thou 
God seest me." He did not care for the 
words, but they were before him constantly. 
When he lay down to sleep, and when he 
opened his eyes in the bright morning light, 
there they were unchanged. The time came 
when he had to leave his quiet country home 
for his apprenticeship in the city, and his

mother whispered to him as he bade her 
farewell, " Don't forget ' Thou God seest 
me.'" 

He promised he would not, and meant it; 
but in the hurry and bustle of life God's 
voice was forgotten. Years passed, and he 
rose by diligence to a post of trust in tq.e 
bank. Once a strong temptation assailed 
him to possess himself of several thousand 
pounds. No one would suspect him. He 
opened the strong-room, laid his hand on 
the bundles of notes, when a voice thundered 
in his soul, "Thou God sees! me." The spell 
of Satan was broken. Trembling all over, he 
locked the safe, and went home in an agony 
of mind. Next morning he sought the 
manager, and confessed all. That was the 
turning-point in his history. He turned to 
the Lord, who forgave all his sins, and 
received him. 

Oh, dear children, God sees I There is no 
hiding from Him. He is omniscient
knowing all things ; omnipresent-filling 
every place ; omnipotent - all - powerful. 
"Fear Him who . . . hath power to cast 
into hell; I say unto you, Fear Him." 

Next I wish to say a little about 

CLOSED EYES. 

"For the heart of this people is waxed 
gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes have they closed/ lest they should see 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart, and should be 
converted, and I should heal them." (Acts 
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�viii. 27.) This is a terrible description of
wilful, hardened Israel, who both killed the
Lo�d Jesus and their own prophets ; perse
cuting the preachers, and forbidding them
"to spea� to the Gen�!les that they might
be saved. (1 Thess. 11. 15, 16.) But it is
also true of all unconverted boys and crirls
that_ they h�ve closed their eyes. They Oare
afraid to thmk of their sins of their souls 
or of their future. ' '

Oh_ be wise now! Open your eyes to see
what 1s before you. If a person cries out to
you, " Look at that balloon "; or, " Look at
those fireworks"; how quickly you turn; but
when someone says, "Look at this Scripture"
o� " Look �o the Lord Jesus," you refuse to
give attention. This shows that you care
for none of these things.

A father in Australia was reading to his
son about that which Pharaoh saw in his
dream, " Behold, seven ears, withered thin
and blasted," and, "Behold, there come seven
years of great plenty." " No father " said
the little fellow, "not that Behold-'Behold
the Lamb of God."' 

That was the one he liked the most and
surely it is the best "Behold" for �very
sinful boy or girl.

Read Luke xxiv. 31, "And their eyes were
opened, and they knew Him."

"OPENED EYES." 

It is a great event in the history of the
soul when the scales of unbelief fall off, and
it sees clearly; when "Jesus only" is be
held, full of love and power, full of grace
and truth. What a glorious person He is
to know! 

If you were to write a list of your friends,
could you put the Lord Jesus at the head of

· it ? I can, and some others here can. Will
1 not you ? "How kind, how true, how tender."

1\fay your request be like that of the Greeks,
"Sirs, we would see Jesus." The Holy Spirit
is willing to show you Jesus, and unfolds His
glories in the Word. ·Now He is glorified. 
He is no longer upon the cross of shame,
but filling the throne of power, and "exalted
to be . . .  a Saviour." He cries by His word,

"Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth : for I am God and there
. 

, 

1s none else." "None else." Blessed, but
solemn truth-"none else." Oh! turn to Him
now, and say-

" Other Saviour have I none, 
Hangs iny helpless soul on Thee." 

A few words before I close about
THE SINGLE EYE. 

The Lord says, "Where your treasure is
there will your heart be also. The light of
t�e body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be
single, thy whole body shall be full of light."
Now, we can learn that the heart follows the
treasure, and when the eye is fixed intently
upon one object it is said to be "single."
If you look at two pictures through a stereo
scope they appear only one, because the
lenses are so focused that your two eyes are
m_ade as one on the subject you look at. I
wish you all to be lookers ·at the Lord Jesus.
We read of John, that, "lookt"ng upon Jesus
as He walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb
of God ! " He looked at the perfect Man 
and beheld the upright. '

What a blessed thing it would be if we
could say, " Mine eyes are ever toward the
Lor?." If we always looked by faith to
Chnst our "whole body" would be "full
of light, having no part dark." We should
�e. fill�d with peace and happiness, because
hvmg m the sunshine of His presence.

Most plants prosper in the sunshine and
their beautiful colours develope. So {f we
have the single eye toward the Lord we too
shall "grow in grace, and in the kn'owledcre
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 0 

Remember then that "the ways of man
are before the eyes of the Lord and He
pondereth all his goings." That 1He sends
His gospel "to open their eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God." That every one,
whose eyes are open to see Christ as a
Saviour, is called to have a single eye for His
honour and praise. T. R. D.
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THE MAGNET, 

SUPPOSE that nearly all the 
young readers of Good News

will know what a magnet is? 
"Oh, yes," exclaims one,. "I 

!!!!!!!�===' do, because I have one of my 
own!" 

Then perhaps you will tell us what sort of 
thing it is? 

"\Vell," you may say, "it is a small horse
shoe-shaped piece of steel, which has such a 
strange attractive power, that if I place a 
needle .on the table, and then hold my 
magnet over it, immediately the needle is 
drawn to the magnet." 

But if you were to try a small piece of 
wood in the same way, you would find it 
would remain unmoved, because the magnet 
does not draw such things to it. 

Now if you understand what a magnet 
is, let us see if we cannot learn a lesson 
from it. 

Supposing then I have on a table some 
coaldust, some sawdust, and some steel 
filings mixed together. I take a powerful 
magnet, and hold it at a certain distance 

· over this mixture, what will be the effect ?
The steel filings will be attracted by and
caught up to the magnet by its drawing
power, and the coaldust and sawdust will be
left behind.

Now, dear boys and girls, we read in 
1 Thess. iv. 16, 17, "For the Lord Himself 
shall descend from heaven.with a shout, with 
the voice af _ the archangel, and with the 
trump of God : and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first : then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 

Here we see that the Lord Jesus is coming 
again. \Vhat a promising outlook this affords 
to those who belong to Him, for He will be, 
as it were, the magnet, and those "that are 
Christ's" ( 1 Cor. xv. 23), whether in the 
grave, or in health and strength and living 
on the earth, will all be caught up to meet 

Him in the air, and so shall they ever be 
with the Lord. 

But what of those who are still in their 
sins? Oh, awfully solemn thought, they 
will be left behind, just as the coaldust and 
sawdust were left on the table ! 

Oh, dear young fellow-traveller to eternity, 
it is only a little while until Jesus comes ! 
Make haste ! You need a Saviour. ·why not 
come to Him now, just as you are? Perhaps 
father and mother belong to Him, and you 
do not. Think, if Jesus came to-night how 
would it be? Father and. mother would be 
caught up, with every blood-redeemed one, 
and you would be left behind. Oh, wake up! 
"The coming of the Lord draweth nigh." 
(James v. 8.) When He comes, only those 
who are ready will go in with· Him. Let me 
ask you, Are you ready for Jesus to come as 
you read this paper? If not,· yours is truly 
a solemn position ! 

"All things are ready, Come, 
To-morrow may not be; 

Oh, sinner, come! the Saviour waits 
This hour to welcome thee." 

J. A. D.

"JESUS! JUST JESUS!" 
\ 

RUM MER D-- fell at Tel-
el-Kebir in 1882. Mortally 
wounded in the fierce fight, 
he lay among the dead and 
dying. A comrade making his 

way to him, asked, "How is it with you, 
Hope?" Slowly opening his glazing eyes, 
he answered, "Ah, Geordie, it's Jesus ! just 
Jesus!" 

" 'Tis Jesus in the morning hours, 
And Jesus through the day, 

And Jesus in life's eventide, 
Yes, Jesus all the way." 

THE true joy of every saint is that his name 
is written in heaven, and by the hand of 
Him who has authority in righteousness to 
do so : a writing which no other hand can 
blot and no tongue challenge. 





ARTICLES containing Words of Warning to the Unconverted, Peace-speaking Messages to the Anxious, 
Narratives of Conversions, and Expositions of Scripture suitable for the help and encouragement 

of those already saved, will be welcomed. Short, pointed articles are the best. Contributions should 
be sent to INGLIS FLEMING, 

12, ST, JOHN'S CHURCH ROAD, FOLKESTONE. 

QUESTIONS FOR AUGUST. 
For Readers under Twelve. 

"THE MEEK." 

1. What does the Lord Jesus Christ say of the
'' meek "? Where are His words found? 

2. Who is said to be "meek and lowly"? Who
said it? Giv� the whole passage. In what chapter 
is it found? 

3. Who is called the meekest man in all the earth?
Did he ever fail? How? What was the result? 

4. Seven wonderful things will happen to the
meek ; they are mentioned in the Psalms. What 
are they? Give the verses. 

5. Unto what people are the "good tidings"
preached? Prove by Scripture, from both Old and 
New Testament. 

6. What can you find about meekness in the Epistles?

For Readers of any age. 

BIBLE CITIES. No. 3. 
1. Name the "mounts" associated with Jerusalem, 4. Where and by whom is Jerusalem called "The

and mention an event connected with each. holy city," "The perfection of beauty"? 
2. Give in our Lord's own words His prophecy 5. Give a list of the principal events associated

respecting the destruction of Jerusalem, and show with Jerusalem from the death of Solomon to that of 
how improbable its fulfilment was. Hezekiah. 

3. Quote from Old Testament writers prophecies 
of its future restoration and glory. 

6. '' There was great joy in Jerusalem." When?
Why? 

Answers to Questions should be written clearly and distinctly, and be sent, together with name and 
address, before the last day of the month, to 
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SCATTERED SEED. 
A CONVICT'S CONVERSION, mANY years since there was in the 

city prison of Para, Brazil, an 
Englishman, who in a drunken 
f�enzy had seized his knife and 

plunged it into the body of a companion 
with whom he had quarrelled, causing his 
immediate death. Stupefied with the liquor, 
he knew not of the crime he had committed; 
but, being tried, was found guilty, and 
condemned to imprisonment for life. 

Travelling through the district, a fellow
countryman. heard of the case, and, filled 
with pity tor him, selected a number of 
books, pamphlets, and papers, which he 
thought would be of interest and benefit to 
the prisoner, and started to visit him. 

After passing along a lovely path through 
a wood he came to an avenue of palm-trees, 
leading in a direct line for some two miles 
or more, and at the end of this he reached 
the grim prison in which the criminal was 
detained. 

Having shown his pass to the soldier on 
guard, who handed it to the officer in charge, 

1 and his parcel of books having been in
spected, he was told to follow a guide, who 
conducted him through the prison yard into 

' the building. They then ascended a flight 
of stairs, and arrived in front of a strong 
gate, with a small opening in the centre, 
through which the food for the prisoners was 
passed. On the other side of the gate was a 
balcony upon which the cells opened, and 
where the prisoners worked if they were so 
inclined. 

The name of the prisoner was called by 
the guide, and an aged man came from one 
of the further cells. His hair was white, his 
form was bent, but his face wore a calm and 
beautiful expression. Grasping his hand, the 
':isitor told him the object of his errand, 
how he had heard of his imprisonment 

there, and had longed to see him, in order 
that he might tell him of God's good news of 
grace, and of His wondrous gift of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, His own dear Son ; that he 
had brought him some tracts and sermons, 
and two bibles, one in English,· and the 
other in Portuguese ; and that he woufd be 
glad to carry any message he might wish 
to send to his friends in England. 

The old man thanked him for his kindness 
and sympathy, and willingly accepted the 
bibles and pamphlets. 

Upon request he gave a brief narrative of 
his life. He was, he said, a L-- man by 
birth, of Irish parentage. At the age of seven
teen he had be<;ome a drunkard, and though 
at twenty when he married he remained 
sober for a few weeks, he eventually became 
worse than ever, and sank lower and lower. 
At length he was persuaded to sign the 
pledge "for twelve months." He kept it for 
that period, and then celebrated his release 
from the bondage in which he had been 
held by a drinking bout, during which he 
had killed his fellow. "These hands are 
stained with human blood," he exclaimed. 
" I am a murderer ; I have robbed one wife 
of a husband, one child of its father, but, 
worst of all, I have sent one immortal soul 
into eternity without a moment's warning." 

With great agitation the aged man gave 
his sorrowful story, and having completed it 
thus far, said, as his face brightened, "You 
have come to speak to me of God's pardon
ing love .... 'Tis true I am a murderer, 
true that I am stained with human blood, 
but thank God I am washed in the precious 
blood of the Lamb." He then told how the 
grace of God had met him in that dismal 
place. 

A parcel of books had been brought to 
him by a young Englishman, who had 
completed a contract at the gas works. It 
consisted of novels. The prisoner read 
sev.eral of them, but they failed to meet his 
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soul-need, and after he had gone through 
them, he found a sermon which he had 
previously overlooked. It was entitled, 
"Salvation to the uttermost"; and reference 
was made in it to a poor murderer named 
Palmer, who at the time the address was 
given was lying under sentence of death, and 
it was said that if even Palmer repented and 
turned to God he would be forgiven. If 
there were mercy and blessing for Palmer, 
there was mercy for this poor prisoner, who 
himself was a murderer. So he thought to 
himself, and so he hoped it might be, and so 
he found it was. For owning his many sins 
he looked to Christ for salvation, and now 
could say, "I am pardoned, I am free, I 
am a sinner saved by grace ; though a mur
derer, I have not yet sinned beyond the 
'uttermost, ' blessed be His holy name." 

Surely this simple narrative of facts carries 
its own message of the grace of God 
abounding above all man's evil. The blood 
of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth from 
all sin, and the vilest may draw near with 
lowly confidence to Him who has said, 
" Him that cometh to Me I will in nowise 
cast out." 

Truly, believers may find encouragement 
not to be weary in well doing. Little the 
giver of that sermon-tract thought how it 
would find its way past prison-bolts and bars, 
and carry light and blessing into the dark 
soul of a convict imprisoned in his gloomy 
cell. \:Veil may the servants of the Lord 
take cheer by the incident, and labour on in 
the gospel field. The youngest and feeblest 
among God's people can pass on a gospel 
booklet, or lend a simple tract, and none 
can tell what may be accomplished by these 
means, through the power of the Spirit of 
God. 

May every Christian hear the words which 
were addressed of old to the believers at 
Corinth: 

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord." ( r Cor. xv. 58.) I. F. 

FATAL FOLLY. " m1· A VE you a boat for hire·? "
demanded a gentleman of a 
number of boatmen who were 
talking together on the beach 

of a town on the south coast. 
Touching his cap respectfully, one of the 

group answered, "It is not safe to go out 
to-day, sir; it is very squally, and I don't 
think we could get a boat off, the sea is 
so rough." 

But the first speaker was determined to 
go if he could but induce a boatman to 
take him, and at last he found one who 
would row him along the shore, inside some 
rocks which afforded a slight shelter from 
the violence of the waves. 

And amidst the misgivings and mutterings 
of "very dangerous " on the part of the 
older men, the boat was at length with ' 
difficulty launched. 

Having got off, there was no particular 
danger, provided they kept inside the rocks. 
But after rowing about for some time they 
became more confident, turned the boat's 
head seaward, passed the sheltering rocks, 
and were soon on the open sea. 

Now they were watched with keenest , 
attention and anxiety. By very careful 
management they could keep the boat's 
head to the waves, but the danger would 
be when they attempted to regain the 
shore. 

"I wouldn't have gone out for double 
fare," said one boatman to another, "for 1

when they turn she '11 ship such a sea as 
will swamp her." 

Contrary however to all expectation they 
did get round in safety, during a momentary 
smooth sea. 

But while they they were thus imperilling 
their lives a dark cloud had gathered, which 
was rapidly nearing them, and, observing it, 
they set themselves to row to the shore. 

In another minute or two they will be 
out of -danger, and they strain every nerve, 
knowing full well their imminent jeopardy. 
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But they were too late. . The sqttall burst 
upon them when within a few yards of 
the beach. The boat was li�e a f �ather in 
the power of the wind -apd wav�s. 

In a moment it was capsized,· and the 
occupants thrown into the water. 

By the bravery of some fishermen the 
gentleman was saved, but the poor boatman 
was never seen alive again. 

Reader, may I ask you a question before 
you lay aside this book? j\.re you out of 
the danger of the storm of God's judgment 
which is so soon to burst? 

You may be passing on, calmly indifferent 
to your insecurity. But see! God's storm
cone is• hoisted; His warning word says, 
" Beware . . . Behold, ye despisers, and 
wonder and perish." It is God who speaks. 
He speaks of the danger of your perishing, 
because you slight and despise His way of 
safety. 

There was one of old who,. " being 
warned of God, of things not s��n- as yet, 
moved with fear, prep�u:ed • an a,:rk to the 
saving of his house." 

God, knowing your danger, has prepared a 
shelter for you. It is but to enter it by faith. 

Reader, again I say, God's storm-signal is 
hoisted. 

FJee to the shelter He has provided. 
J- ¥···E.

MAN'S WAY OR GOD'S WAY: 

WHICH? 

U
N one of the Yorkshire dales I 
met a man, who was very angry 
with me because I gave him a 
gospel bopk, and eJl)ressed . a

hope that his soul was saved throJJgh faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. He told me to 
mind my own busine��, a_nd look after my 
own soul, and leave him to look .after his, 
and he fenced all my attempts to speak to 
him about the Saviour, by repeating again 
and again, " Every tub must stand on its 
own bottom." 

A few miles distant I had a conversation 

with another man, who said to me, "All my 
religion, sir, is summed up in a few words. 
It says somewhere in the Bible, 'Fear God, 
and keep his commandents : for this is the 
whole duty of man.' This is my religion, 
and I do my best to walk up to it, and a 
man cannot do more than his best." 

Both these men were entirely ignorant of 
the gospel. Each of them thought that his 
eternal blessing depended upon himself, and 
they were both alike neglecting the great 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus. Neither 
of them knew the blessedness of having his 
sins forgiven and righteousness imputed to 
him without works, for they were not upon 
the ground where these things can be known. 
Many others are in a similar condition, and 
perhaps my reader is one of them. 

Nothing is plainer in scripture than the 
fact that if our blessing depends upon 
ourselves there can be no escape from 
condemnation. If we are put on probation 
to see whether we deserve heaven or hell, 
our damnation will be the certain issue. 
The word of God leaves no doubt on this 
point. 

It is true that you are personally re
sponsible to God for every thought, word, 
and act of your life; and if you die without 
Christ you will be judged according to your 
works. You must admit, however, that this 
truth utterly fails to bring comfort and peace 
to your soul Can you look forward to the 
day of judgment with perfect peace? Now 
face the question ! If the tub does stand 
on its own bottom, 

WHAT WILL BECOME OF IT? 

If God enters into righteous judgment with 
you and deals with you exactly as you 
deserve, are you quite sure that you will 
escape His wrath? You will probably answer 
that you cannot tell, and that nobody can 
know in thi"s world that he is saved. On 
your own confession, then, you do not know 
whether you will spend eternity in paradise 
or in punishment, in heaven or hell ! Your 
present comfort and peace of mind are 
founded upon the fact that you d_o not know
whether you will be saved or damned I 
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Such uncertainty as this does not generally 
relieve anxiety or lead to peace of mind. 
Even in temporal things uncertainty creates 
a suspense which is painful, and very deeply 
so when the issues are important. After the 
Indian Mutiny a rebel Sepoy was taken 
prisoner, and brought before the authorities 
for examination. He trembled violently; 
intense horror and despair were depicted in 
his countenance, and while actually ·under 
observation, and within the space of half an 
hour, his hair became grey on every portion 
of hi� head, it having been jet black when 
he came into court. Such was the effect of 
fear and uncertainty in a matter of life and 
death ; and are you in perfect uncertainty as 
to the weal or woe of your soul for eternity, 
and yet at ease, and content to remain so? 

I will not at present dispute the assertion 
that " no man can know in this world that 
he is saved," because there is a previous 
question which needs to be asked and 
answered; viz., Is it possible for one to know 
in this world that he is lost? Those who 
say that we cannot know that we are saved 
are generally the very last people to admit 
that they are lost. There can be no wonder 
that they know nothing about salvation, for 
they know not yet their need of it. It is only 
lost sinners who need and obtain, through 
grace, "the salvation of God." Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners; yea, 
to seek and to save that which was lost. 

My old friend said'that all his religion was 
to "fear God and keep His command
ments." He knew the whole duty of man, 
but ·when I asked him whether he had done 
it _all his life, he was honest enough to admit 
that he had not. I pointed out to him that 
his religion could only condemn him. It is 
the duty of man to "fear God and keep 
His commandments," but the Holy Ghost 
says in Romans. iii. that "both Jews and 
Gentiles are all under sin : as it is written, 
There is none righteous, no, not one : there 
is none that understandeth, there is none 
that seeketh after God. They are all gone 
out of the way, they are together become 
unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, 

no, not o.ne. There is no fear of God 
before their eyes." 
t,Perhaps my reader is ready to say, "Of 
course we are all imperfect and have our 
shortcomings; we are all sinners; but if we 
do our best God cannot expect any more." 
There is a great difference between God's 
account of the matter and yours. You speak 
of doing your best I God says, "There is 
none that doeth good, no, not one." 

David said, "Enter not into judgment 
with thy servant: for in Thy sight shall no
man living be justified" (Ps. cxliii. 2 ) ; and 
the Scripture makes it plain that "what 
things soever the law saith, it saith to them 
who are under the law j that every mouth 
may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God. Therefore by 
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified i?J His sight." (Rom. iii. 19, 2 o.) 
Thus the Old and New Testaments agree to 
declare that if you are treated in righteous 
judgment there is no chance for you. You 
are 

· NOT ON PROBATION.

Your trial is over. You have been weighed 
in the balances and found wanting. The 
witnesses have been heard, and the verdict 
given of "Guilty before God." You are 
"condemned already." To sum it all up in 
one terrible word, you are lost, and this is 
declared in the Word of God that you may 
know it now. 

Then the very fact that God has provided 
A SAVIOUR FOR ALL 

proves that all are lost. "The Man Christ 
Jesus gave Himself a RANSOM FOR ALL," and 
"the grace of God that bringeth SALVATION
TO ALL MEN hath appeared." High and low, 
rich and poor, learned and ignorant, refined 
and depraved, sensitive and sensual, find 
themselves here on a common level. God 
has concluded ALL under sin and in unbe
lief that He might have mercy upon ALL. 
Trust not in your respectability, in your 
f!lOrality, or iq your religion. You need the 
Gift of G9q.. Christ must be all your salva
tion. The Son of God must be to your 
heart's faith not only a Saviour, or the 



SCATTERED SEED. .103 Saviour; you need Him as your Saviour. May God open your heart to receive Him I The Gospel of the Grace of· God is the unfolding of the blessed fact that though you are guilty and ungodly, and though sin is unspeakably offensive to God, your sin need not hinder your blessing. God has acted in wisdom and love to put away what was offensive to Him. Many y�ars ago there was a state of things in c�rtain parts of the British dominions which was very offensive to most Englishmen, viz. , the existence of slavery. At last public feeling about it reached a point when the nation resolved to clear itself of the traffic in human flesh, and by the expenditure of £20,000,000 we removed at our own cost the thing that was offensive to us. God has done the same thing on an infinitely grander scale. Sin was not only the ruin of the creature but the dishonour of God, and in love to His lost creatures, and for His own glory, He has become A SAVIOUR GOD.But at what a cost to Himself! The gift of His only begotten Son-the sufferings and death of Christ-the stupendous transaction of bloodstained Calvary-all speak of the enormity of sin, and. of the greatness of God's love to sinners. There could be no compromise in the matter. God must be "righteous in all His ways," and the full penalty of sin must be borne by_ a Sub�titute in order that the sinner may be_ saved. 
Righteousness demanded a Victim ; Loveprovided One ; and now, on the ground of His death, Grace reigns and extends the golden sceptre of SALVATION to every sinner under heaven. C. , A. C. 

A PROUD SINNER, ··UR train was gliding. swiftlyalong through lovely pastoralscenery, upon which the sunwas shining brightly. All in the compartment in which I was �velling seemed impressed by the beauty of the pros:pect. 

At length one of the passengers broke the silence, saying, "How beautiful that scene. How absurd to think that God will depart from His order in creation and hearken to men praying for rain." His speech betrayed him. It showed him to be a scoffer, willingly ignorant of how God departed from the usual order of things when He rolled the flood over the ungodly. To him evidently the "order in creation" was greater than the God who formed that order out of chaos. Such is the folly of the oppositions of false named science. Seeing he was making a thrust at the integrity of God's word I made a remark, which drew from him the question, "And do you know God ? " " Oh, yes ! " I replied. " I know Him in His own word as one that hears prayer, Elijah and many others had direct answers from God. I know Him too as a God who loves the sinner and gave Jesus to die on the cross, there to bear God's judgment against sin, that all who believe in Him may be saved." "Well, and what else do you know?" he now asked. "I never knew myself before I saw myself in the word of God, as in a mirror, and was convinced of my sinful state, and that I was subject to the judgment of God; then I found Jesus was the only true way to God." " I believe nothing I cannot comprehend with my senses, or feel, or understand." "Years ago," I answered, "when postage was dear, a postman might have come to you with an unpaid letter, and you might refuse to take it in. But in that letter there might be statements of great importance which would affect the remainder of your life here, and you might only hear of these when it was too late to remedy your mistake. Now in the Word of God salvation is offered, offered as God's free gift, ' Whosoever willlet him take the water of Iifefree(y," salvation is in Jesus Christ, " neither is there salvation · in any other ; for there is none other nameunder heaven given among men, whereby wemust be saved." The Bible, like a letter
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from God, bears these tidings to sinners, Two years passed by, and one day he was 
"for all have sinned, -and come short of the lingering upon a railway bridge. Time hung 
glory of God," and man is responsible to hea;�ily upon his hands, for he had been 
receive God's messages, which are of eternal compelled through ill-health to give up his 
importance, far more than tp.ose- GOntained · occupation. While he stood listl�ssly there 
.in any postman's letter. he saw some words written upon a portion 

" Oh, I have no sins ! " he replied. of the structure, '' Prepare to meet thy God." 
A few more words and I had done. He This second call awakened his anxiety, which 

rejected the word of God and denied his in his weakened condition was almost un
true condition a$ a sinner, thus making God endurable. He turned away from the terri
a liar, and waxed increasingly angry when fying sentence, and in another moment was 
his ne�d was pointed out. "'accosted by two servants of God, who were 

Alas ! how mariy in Christendom look bent on an errand of mercy to a house near 
upon the Word of God as that wliich does by. They spoke to the sufferer of the love 
not concern them, refusing its warnings of of Christ, and one of them then passed on, 
judgment and invitations of grace, while leaving his companion to say a parting word 
others receive it lightly, and though owning or two. Looking Albert S- in the face 
it as a revelation froni God put it aside as the preacher gave his farewell message. It 
they might an unopened letter. was-

Well might the prophet cry, "Hear the "PREPARE TO ¥EEJ:' THY G(?D-" 
word of the Lord" and plead with guilty Turning to his home he sought peace, and 
Israel, saying, "Hear ye, and give ear; another servant of God was used to point 
be not proud � for the Lord has spoken. the broken-hearted sinner to the Lamb of 
Give glory to the Lord your God, before he God, in whose fi7:1ished work he at length 
cause darkness, and before your feet stµmble found rest �nd salvation, and became a bold 
upon the dark µiountains, and, while ye look and faithful follower of the Lord. 
for light, He ·turn it into the shadow of Thus God in His grace followed up the 
death, and make it gross darkness." The work He had begun, and the. solemn message 
proud people slighted the warning and the thrice given was used of the Holy Spirit for 
judgment was poured· out. the blessing of another soul. 

Shall it be so with you, my reader? God warns thus that He may awaken 

H PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD." 

D
HE solemn message was painted 

upon the side of a house near 
Portsmouth, and the five simple 
words faced the rifle-corps at a 
grand review. Albert S-- saw 

the warning, and his heart sank within him. 
He knew that he was not prepared. 

He was willing enough to meet any enemy 
of his country, for he was· no coward ; but 
he was certainly not willing to meet a holy 
God in righteous judgment. 

When be returned from the review he

.sought diligently. to forget the. summons he 
had heard, an_d which had alarmed him. 

before the judgment storm bursts on the 
ungodly. 

My reader, Christ is ready to judge the 
quick and the dead. The judge standeth 
before the door. 

"PREPARE TC> MEET THY GOD." 

"THE RE IS ONE GOD, 

AND ONE MEDIATOR 

BE TWEE N GOD AN D MEN, 

THE MAN CH RIST JESUS; 

WHO GA VE H IMSELF 

A RANSOM FOR ALL." 
I TIMOTHY ii. 5, 6.
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A MOTHER'S LOVE, 

HE unselfish character of a mother's affection for her babe has been repeatedly shown. Love impelling her even to give up her own life in order to shelter and save her offspring. The story is well known of a mother who with her babe in her arms started to walk from one Highland village to another, and, overtaken by a sudden snow-storm, left the track and was lost among the hills. The storm was of long continuance, and when at last she was missed, and search was made, her lifeless body was discovered nearly stripped of clothing; near by, in a sheltered nook, covered by the mother's garments, was the babe living and well. The mother's life had been given in order that her child's might be spared. Another was crossing to America with her little son in order to join her husband there. The ship caught fire, and crew and passengers had to take to the boats. But it was found that there was not sufficient room for all, and mother and boy were still'on board when the last boat was about to be pushed off. It was however proposed that one of the two shoµld come-to take both would be certain q.isaster to all. The mother thrust her child fonvard, and herself remained to perish in the flames. These are but two instances of a love which constantly finds exhibition. On all hands we might see examples of mothers stinting themselves in' the bare necessaries of life that their children may be fed, and taking infinite pains for their welfare and protection. Can any love exceed a mother's? Yes ! The Lord, speaking by His servant Isaiah, asks the question, "Can a woman forget her sucking child?" and answers it, "They may forget, yet will I not forget thee." The love of the Lord to His own far exceeds the choicest human affection. And you and I, dear youog believer, are-

the objects of this all-surpassing love. Foolish and feeble as we are in ourselves, He has set His love upon us, and proved it to the full by giving Himself to suffer for our sins. And nothing can change His heart. "Having loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end." (John xiii. 1.) We were His enemies, we loved Him not, but in spite of all our sinful state He loved us, though sinners, ant gave Himself on our behalf, and having b ought us to Himself He loves us still. n the glory of God He is now exalted, but though His position is so changed His heart remains the same. He ever lives to make intercession for us. Soon He will come into the air and gather His loved ones home to be for ever with Himself-the objects of His love for all eternity. Well may the ask, " Who shall of Christ ? " 
apostle Paul triumphantly separate us from the love I. F. 

"A BRIGHT HOPE," 

ASSING through the sick-ward of a workhouse convalescent home, a lady visitor, having spoken to one and another of - the poor sufferers, was justleaving, when her eye rested on a young woman who was sitting up in bed smiling brightly. Her beaming, happy face seemed hardly in keeping with the ,poor place and the suffering around her, and the visitor went at once to her bedside to ask what was giving her such joy. "Oh !" she answered, "I am just looking for the Lord every moment. How can I help being happy? I watch all day for Him, and listen when I wake in the night for His voice," and her face shone with a beautiful light, as if she heard that voice even then. An unexpected reply it certainly was, for so seldom does one find people looking for the Lord's return. Ready for death some of them are, but the bright hope of Christ's personal return ·is unknown to most. 
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The v1s1tor left, feeling she had learnt a 
lesson from the poor workhouse woman, her 
sister in Christ, and poor only as regards 
this world, for she was rich for eternity. 

Reader, do you know Christ as your 
Saviour ? Are you looking for His return ? 
He has said " I will come again, and receive 
you unto Myself." 

We read also, in r Thess. iv. r6, "For 
the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout." 

Perhaps you have always thought that you 
would have to pass through death to go to 
Him whom you have believed. 

It may be you will pass through it ; but it 
may also be'that He will come while you are 
"alive and remain." (r Thess. iv. 15. See 
also r Cor. xv. 5 r.) 

Now, do you not see what a blessed hope 
it is? Search for yourself, and you will learn 
how much there is about the Lord's coming 
in the epistles, and may you· be led to watch 
for Him. 

Can those of us who have known for years 
all about His coming say that we are looking 
for Him ? MAY.

MURIEL'S ESCAPE. 

FTER a delightful sail of three 
weeks the s.s. Victoria, from 
London, arrived at Bombay. 

Greatly had the six ]ittle 
girls and one tiny boy enjoyed 

themselves during the voyage, "All play and 
no work" being the order of the day. But 

· this was now over, and the children and
their parents had come to stay for a day or
two at the Apollo Hotel, in Bombay, before
setting out on their journey to a distant
part of the country.

Here a sad accident happened to Muriel,
a little girl six years old, one of the sweetest,
merriest, and sometimes the naughtiest of the
children.

They were playing together in one of the
bedrooms of the second storey of the hotel,
when Gracie and Muriel got up on one of

the broad window-siUs, I suppose to look 
out. · There were Venetian shutters to the 
windows, which opened outwards. Muriel, 
not knowing this, leaned against the shutter, 
which not being fastened gave way, causing 
her to fall out of the window into the street 
below. A native, standing near, happened to 
see her fall, and caught her, thus saving her 
from being seriously injured, or indeed, it 
may be, killed. Oh! what sorrow for her 
dear father and mother when she was carried 
up,to her bed, pale as death, crying bitterly, 
and saying she was very much hurt. A 
doctor was sent for, but after examining her 
carefully, he said that though she was greatly 
bruised, and had got a severe shock to her 
little frame, he trusted she would be all right 
again in a day or two. And so it proved, 
for in hvo days after Muriel was so far 
recovered as to be able to travel by rail witli 
her parents and sisters to Vizagapatam, on 
the East Coast. 

What a wonderful escape the child had ! 
How good God had been to her ! Some 
time ago a simi1ar accident happened to 
one of Queen Victoria's grand-children, in 
Germany, and the child was killed on the 
spot. 

Why was God so merciful to Muriel? 
Ah, dear children, it may be she was not yet 
ready to die, not yet washed in the precious 
blood . of Jesus, and thus fit to meet God, 
and so God in His great kindness to her 
and her dear parents spared her life, for 
even in the case of. a child His "long
suffering is salvation." 

God grant it may be a lesson to her and 
to you, my young reader, to shew you how 
uncertain life is, how you know not when 
your heart may cease to beat, and your eyes 
be closed in death. 

Happy the child who in youth makes the 
acquaintance of the Lord Jesus ; to such, 
death has no terrors, even if it should come 
suddenly. M. S. S.
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THE ENJOYMENT ·oF PEACE, 

( Extract from a ldter.) 

_ OU will never get peace until 
you give up all hope of finding 
anything good in yourself, a.nd 
rely alone upon -Christ and His 
finished work. 

He has done all that was needed. 
He has completed the work which He came 

to do for the glory of God and for our 
eternal blessing. 

You will remember that on the cross He 
Himself said, "IT IS FINISHED" (John 
xix. 30 ), and He knew what was required
and did it all, leaving us nothing to do but
to thank Him: and then to live for His
pleasure and praise.

The Lord Jesus h_a,s made peace by His 
precious blood. (Col. i. 20.) We never 
could have made it, for all the best things 
which we have ever done are so marred and 
spoiled by sin that God.-could never accept 
them. But Christ was spotless, holy, perfect. 
He ever did the things which pleased His 
Father, and always carried out His will. He 
was the mighty Son of God as well as man, 
and so His wondrous sacrifice could fully 
atone for us, and blot out all our sins. 

God has accepted that sacrifice, and this 
He has shown us He has done by raising 
Christ from among the dead, as we read in 
Romans iv. 25, "Jesus our Lord .... who 
was delivered for our offences, and was raised
a�ain for our justification_.,

, 
And God has 

placed Him at His own right hand in glory. 
This is the blessed proof, to us who believe, 
that all our sins are gone. If our sins are 
gone this judgment is gone as well, and we 
are saved, we are free. Thus we may sing-

" Sweetest rest and peace have filled us, 
Sweeter praise than tongue can tell ; 

God is satisfied with· Jesus, 
We are satisfied as well.,, 

Do you not think that God has accepted 
what Christ has done? Is not God satisfied 
with that finished work? Does He not 
Himself say, "The blood of Jesus Christ 

His Son cleanseth us from all sin " ? ( 1 John 
i. 7.)

If then God is satisfied, are not you
satisfied? 

Can you not rest as you see that Christ is 
risen and glorified ? 

Do not look within at your own deceitful 
heart for anything to rest upon. Your feel
ings change day by day. They cannot be 
depended upon for an hour. But the work 
of Christ and the word of God know no 
variableness ; they ever abide the same. As 
you lean upon these-what Christ has done 
for you and what God has written to you
you will have abiding peace. 

THE ROPE AND THE LOG, 

SMALL boat was capsized 
above the Niagara Falls, and 

, the two men who had been its 
occupants were swept down by 
the rapid current. 

A rope was floated out towards them from 
the shore, and happily came close enough to 
be grasped by the imperilled swimmers. 

They were being drawn successfully to the 
bank when one of the two, seeing a large log 
drifting by, loosed his hold upon the rope 
and threw himself over the timber. His 
confidence was however misplaced, for both 
the log and the one who trusted in it were 
carried over the dreaded cataract. His 
companion reached the shore in safety, 
drawn there by strong and willing helpers. 

The log being the larger object was 
apparently more worthy of reliance being 
placed in it, but it proved the ruin of the 
poor fellow who looked to it for safety. It 
had no link with the bank. 

Sinners one and all are drifting, drifting 
towards the falls of judgment. The work of 
Christ is the rope of salvation. It is the 
only way. Some, slighting God's provision, 
rely upon works of righteousness of their 
own. There is a greater show made by 
these, and natural reasoning leads souls to 
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trust in what their own hands can do rather 
than in the glorious work which the Son of 
God has performed. 

But God has said that His blessing of 
righteousness is to the one that worketh not 
but believeth on Him that justifieth the 
ungodly; thp.t the faith of such an one is 
counted for righteousness. 

Human goodness and self-righteousness 
are but the drifting logs which cannot secure 
any who commit themselves to them. Faith in 
Christ, simple confidence in Him, never fails. 

The weakest faith in Christ brings salvation, 
for it connects the soul with all the majesty 
of the person of Him who made the worlds, 
and with all the blessed results of His 
finished work. The mere religiousness of 
the unconverted has no such link, and those 
who trust to it must find out sooner or 
later that their hope is vain. 

by their dress, for they had great cloaks 
made of the skins of the brown sheep, with 
the wool outside, which, having a hood to 
draw over the head, and long, wide sleeves, 
gave the wearers a rather droll appearance. 
The men had each a staff in his hand, the 
end cased in iron running nearly to a point, 
so that in climbing mountains, always partly 
covered with ice or snow, or leaping over 
rocks and broken places, they could sink the 
point into the ground, and support them� 
selves as they sprang along. 

They threw off their cloaks, and then with 
some surprise we saw that their clothes were 
torn to tatters here and there, as if they 
had been among briars and thorns. But it 
was in clambering among rocks, and down 
into precipices, that they had done this. 
Strong and hardy as these men were, and 
inured to great fatigue, they were very weary, 
and appeared almost to stagger as they 
walked in. 

"Well," said the woman in a voice of 
anxiety, "have you found it?" A NIGHT IN THE MOUNTAINS, 

" Thank God, yes," said one of the men ; 
WAS once benighted in the and then, seeing strangers were there, they 
mountains in Switzerland. We pulled off their brown caps; but so weary 
had ascended many thousand were they that they dropped down mto a 
feet high, and could not get seat, without even waiting to be asked to 
down again, nor continue our take one. I could not help wondering what 

way, when the night came on quickly and precious treasure they had found; a lost 
suddenly, without any twilight. The air child, perhaps, I thought. 
was cold, and we were heartily glad to " ,vhere is it?" asked the old woman. 
accept the accommodation of a very poor "In the stable," he answered. "I made 
hut, kept by a widow and her daughter for it a bed there, for it is wounded; it fell 
the reception of such stray guests. among the rocks. \Ve carried it all the way, 

A large fire of wood was made up for us by turns, on our shoulders." 
on the wide, open hearth, and we gathered The old woman ran away to get some 
round it in the common room or kitchen, refreshment. In the meantime we asked 
which was the only one the house afforded; them what they had found, and were told it 
and there we were glad to sup on some was a sheep-a sheep that had gone astray 
trout which the girl had taken in the beautiful on the mountains. It had chosen to wander, 
mountain lake before the hut. Just as our silly thing, from the shepherd and the flock, 
supper had ended a loud knockmg was and had fallen into a hollow at the foot of a 
heard at the door, which quite alarmed us; precipice, where it lay for nearly three days, 
but the old woman smiled at our fears, and during which time had the poor shepherd 
saying there were no robbers in that country, been wandering after it, seeking it with great 
arose and opened it. Two tall, gauiit'-lb°oki'ng· 1toil and anxiety. He had left all the rest of 
men came in. I knew they were shepherds the flock to other care, and had thought only 
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of his lost sheep. He had not cared for 
rest or food, but had spent the last two days 
in the wild mountains, with only a piec;:e of 
black bread to eat, and a drink of the 
mountain stream for his thirst. At night his 
shaggy cloak was his bed. His clothes had 
been torn almost to bits, for he had climbed 
hard rocks, and gone down great precipices ; 
but when he found the sheep, he remembered 
his trouble no longer; he laid it on his 
shoulders rejoicing, and, having carried it 
safely home, he had come to tell the glad 
tidings, and to repose his aching limbs. 

The shepherd could hardly move or speak 
from fatigue ; but when at length, with his 
comraae (who had only partly partaken of 
his toil), he went away to lie down with his 
recovered sheep among the hay of the stable, 
we drew again around the fire ; and the old 
woman and her daughter still continuing to 
advert to the sheep and the faithful shepherd, 
one of our party took out a small Testament, 
and read a passage which had been so 
beautifully illustrated by the recent oc
currence, and which in these mountains, 
where such conduct on the part of shepherds 
is common, would tell more strongly of the 
Saviour's love than it does in our own country. 
The passage is that in the fifteenth chapter 
of Luke, where our Lord said to the Pharisees 
and scribes who reproached Him for receiving 
sinners, " What man of you, having an 
hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, 
doth not leave the ninety and nine in the 
wilderness, and go after that which is lost, 
until he find it? And when he hath found 
it, he layeth it on his shoulders rejoicing 
. . . I say unto you, that likewise joy shall 
be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth." 

The reader then went on to tell these 
poor dwellers in the mountains how all we 
like sheep had gone astray ; and how Jesus 
Christ, God's well beloved Son, came to 
save those that were lost; how He, as the 
Good Shepherd, had given His life for the 
sheep; and though ascended up to heaven, 
and clothed with the glory He had with the 
Father before the world was, He yet re
membered what he had borne, and what He 

hJ:l,d done for us men and for our salvation ; 
that He had not forgotten His sheep, who 
were scattered abroad through this wilderness 
world, but watched over them, cared for 
them, and rejoiced over them, as the Shepherd 
of their souls. 

They listened with pleased attention, and 
joinea in our remarks, apparently taking 
much interest in them; and we felt it good, 
after having just contemplated the wonders 
of God in creation, to talk over the greater 
wonder of redemption, accomplished by the 
love of God in giving His only begotten Son 
to die for sinners, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. 
. Vve had been providentially led to this 
hut to read the Word of truth, and declare 
the gospel of love and mercy to its poor 
inmates ; and we could not but humbly 
entertain the hope that the few words then 
read and spoken may have fallen as seed 
into good ground, and have brought forth 
fruit to the glory of God. s. B.

if 
WE PERSUADE MEN. 1

J 

TRA:VELLER was journeying 
in the darkness of night along 
a road-that led. to a deep and 
rapid river, which, swollen by 
sudden rains, was chafing and 

roaring within its precipitous banks. The 
bridge that crossed the stream had been swept 
away by the torrent, but he knew it not . 

A man met him, and after enquiring 
whither he was bound, said to him in an 
indifferent way, "Are you aware that the 
bridge is gone?" 

"No," was the answer. "Why do you 
think so?" 

"Oh! I heard such a report this afternoon, 
and though I am not certain about it, you 
had perhaps better not proceed." 

Deceived by the hesitating and undecided 
manner in which the information was given, 
the traveller pushed onward in the way of 
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death. Soon another meeting him, cried OtJt 
in consternation, "Sir, sir, the bridge is gone!" 

"Oh, yes!" replied the wayfarer, "some 
one told me that story a little distance back ; 
but from the careless tone with which he told 
it I am sure it is an idle tale." 

"Oh, it is true ! it is true ! " exclaimed the 
other. " I know the bridge is gone, for I 
barely escaped being carried away with it 
myself. Danger is before you, and you must 
not go on." And in the excitement of his 
feel in gs he grasped him by the hands, by the 
arms, by the clothes, and besought him not 
to rush upon man if est destruction. 

Convinced by the earnest voice, the earnest 
eyes, the earnest gestures, the traveller turned 
back, and was saved. 

The intelligence in both cases was the 
same; but the manner of its conveyance in 
the one gave it an air of a fable, in the other 
an air of truth. 

So it is only through a burning zeal for the 
salva�ion of the lost-a zeal glowing• in the 
heart, and flashing out in the look and action 
and utterance-that the confidence of un
belief can be overcome, and the heedless 
travellers of the broad way won to the path 
of life and happiness. Love is the most 
potent logic; interest and sympathy are the 
most subduing eloquence.-Christian Work. 

DETERMINED TO DIE RICH, 

_ HEN the ship Britannia struck 
on a rock off the coast of Brazil 
the water poured in, and she 
settled down so rapidly that 
the order was soon given to 

take to the boats, for there was no chance 
of saving the vessel. 

A large consignment of Spanish dollars 
was on board, and in the· hope that by some 
possibility they might be got off, a number 
of the barrels in which they were contained 
had been brought on deck. However, they 
had to be left after all. 

The last boat was about to • be pushed 

away from the ship's side, when a midship
man darted back to see if any one yet 
remained on board, and, to his surprise, he
found one of the crew sitting by the barrels, 
hatchet in hand, breaking them open and 
heaping the coins around him. 

"Escape for your life," shouted the youth, 
urging the man to leave the ship. His re
monstrances were but in vain. 

"I have lived a poor wretch all my life; I 
am determined to die rich," was the only 
reply of the infatuated seaman, as he plied 
his tool again in the endeavour to open 
another barrel. Nothing more could be 
done, and he had to be left to his fate. In 
a few minutes the fated vessel was engulfed 
in the waves. His heart was held by its 
object He could not tear himself from his 
idol, and in the vain effort to aggrandise 
himself he perished with the treasure which 
was his snare. 

"Reme11_1ber Lot's wife" was the Saviour's 
word of earnest warning to those around 
Him. Her heart was bound to Sodom, 
and while her unwilling feet were turned 
away from the doomed city her whole 
desires were centred there, and she looked 
back, and the judgment cut her off. 

Oh, sinner, beware ! Escape for thy life ! 
The ship is sinking rapidly. God's wrath is 
declared from heaven! His long-suffering 
is salvation, and thus it is that His gracious 
entreaties are heard throughout the length 
and breadth of the land. But the coming 
One will come and not delay. Let nothing 
here hold your affections, for all that the
�ye can see �ill be burnt up. "Man being
m honour ab1deth not : he is like the beasts
that perish." The poor fellow of whom you 
have read sought to die rich. 

He had lived a hard life, and when the 
opportunity of enriching himself occurred 
he grasped it, and died in his folly. vVill 
you follow his leading? 

True riches are found alone in Christ. 
In order that we might be rich He became 
poor, and through His poverty any mendicant 
sinner who comes to Him finds wealth, which 
will abide when earth and heaven flee away. 





ARTICLES containing Words of Warning to the Unconverted, Peace-speaking Messages to the Anxious,
Narratives of Conversions, and Expositions of Scripture suitable for the help and encouragement

of those already saved, will be welcomed. Short, pointed articles are the best. Contributions should
be sent to INGLiS FLEMING, 

121 ST. JOHN'S CHURCH ROAD, FOLKESTONE. 

QUESTIONS FOR SEPTEMBER. 

For Readers under Twelve. 

I( THE GOSPEL. II 

1. To whom is the gospel preached?
2. What is another name for it?
3. Give seven different titles of what the Apostlespreached, found in the Acts. 
4- Who says he was not ashamed of the gospel?Give the whole passage. 

those who preach it? Could such a thing be foundto-day? How should we know it? 
6. When the true gospel is preached there arethose that obey and those that obey not. What doesthe Scripture say of each class? 

5. What is said of " any other gospel " and of
7. Give some quotations which prove the lastingnature of the gospel, and of a title which is givento it, proving the same. 

For Readers of any age. 

BIBLE CITIES. No. 4.
1. Describe a few of the principal events connectedwith this city from the death of Hezekiah to its finalcapture by Nebuchadnezzar. 
2. Account scripturally for the fact that God allowedthis remarkable city where His name was placed tobe thus destroyed by the heathen. 
3. What lessons of solemn import do you deducefrom this fact and its reasops? 

4. What remarkable heathen monarchs were associated with the rebuilding of the post - captivityJerusalem? State briefly the part each took. 
5. Give the names of three or four godly Jewsespecially connected with the restoration of the cityand temple. 
6. What additional facts respecting them do yougather from the minor prophets ? 

Answers to Questions should be written clearly and distinctly, and be sent, together with name andaddress, before the last day of the month, to 
E. B. C., CARE OF A. S. ROUSE, 

15 AND 16, PATERNOSTER SQUARE, LoNDON, E.C. 

Prizes for Answers to the Questions for Readers of any Age 

have been awarded as follows: 

First Prize 

Second Prize 

Rewards 

ELSIE OLIVE CUDLIPP.
PLEASANCE AMY JOHNS.

{ GWENDOLINE DAVIS.. BETSY MEADLEY. 
Of the Readers under Twelve only three have sent all months, and these are 

not of sufficient merit to receive rewards. 

LONDON: A. S. ROUSE, 16 & 16, PATERNOSTER SQUARE, E.C.
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looked intently into the farthest parts of the 

"CALL IN THE 'DOGS/ 1 ill-lighted room as if in search of somebody. Being asked by the farmer for what he was "IIHERE is NO differ�nce : for ALL looking, he replied, " I am only looking for have sinned and come short of the Hottentots." the glory of God." "Hottentots is it you want?" enquired How the pride of man rebels the Dutchman harshly. "Hottentots ! Callagainst the sweeping character of this solemn t"n the dogs I"scripture, which cuts away so effectually all Mr. Moffat made no further comment, but the self-righteous claims of the Pharisee who opened his Bible and read very slowly and says, "God, I thank Thee I am not !z"ke significantly the words of the Syrophrenician 
other men." woman, "Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of Before God, to whom all is known, the the crumbs which fall from their master's condition of man universally is one of utter· table." A few moments of silence, and he .ru'in and guilt ; and all races, peoples, repeated the words, and then, seeing it was and tongues are embraced by that little but as yet without effect, looked steadily into the comprehensive word "ALL." farmer's face while he went over the words But if the condemnation is world-wide, once more. and Jew and Gentile alike are subject to "Stop ! I can stand it .no longer," the judgment, the love of God is world-wide too, farmer shouted, and at once gave the order, as the well-known verse declares, "For God "Call in the Hottentots ! Call in the so loved the world, that He gave His only Hottentots ! " begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Thanks be to God that His grace and Him should not perish, but have everlasting goodness extend to all, and while many, life." And the Lord Jesus having suffered proud of their position and attainments, upon the cross, giving Himself there as a slight His salvation, the poor and the needy 'RANSOM for ALL, the way of blessing is embrace its blessed provisions. opened wide, and all who believe in Jesus None are shut out, whether barbarous or are justified FREELY by God's grace, through civilized. ALL have sinned, and thus ALL that redemption-work which Christ has require the free, futl forgiveness now prowrought. claimed in Christ's peerless name. ALL Thus God shows Himself as a Saviour- must repent or perish. ALL must be born God, and proclaims that there is no differ- again, or never see the kingdom of God. ence, for the same Lord over all is rich unto ALL must be converted, or -never enter the ALL that call upon Him. . kingdom of heaven. The story is told, in Mr. Moffat's South The salvation which could be prcklaimed African missionary experiences, of a preach- to a Dutch farmer was equally suitable to., iog held by him in the house of a Dutch and required by, the despised Hottentot. farmer. Reader, vou have sinned. You need Upon most of the farms Hottentots were salvation. The gospel proclaims it to YOU.employed, and were oftentimes subjected to The vilest and worst are invited. "The the greatest cruelty, and treated as if they dogs" are called in to the gospel feast. were mere beasts. "vVhosoever will may come." On the occasion referred to, when the miss10nary was abo1,1t to commence he 
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"IS YOUR NAME WRITTEN IN 
HEAVEN?,, 

CARTER had just got some 
goods put on his lorry, and to 
show that he had received them, 
was attaching his signature to 

the railway book. 
Whilst writing his name, a gentleman 

looking over his shoulder said, " I suppose 
your name is iri a good many books jn 
Glasgow?" 

"Oh, yes ! " 
"But is it in the Lamb's Book of Life?" 

he asked. 
And this question I would. ask of you, my 

reader. Is your name recorded in heaven 
as one that has passed from death to life ? 

It may be found in the roll-book of your 
minister's class; but many a Bible-class 
member's name is unknown in heaven. 

It may be found in the communion roll 
of a very respectable orthodox church ; but 
if not written in the Book of Life you will 
never enter yon pearly gates, or tread the 
golden streets of the heavenly city. It may 
figure for larg� donations in the subscription 
lists of religious societies ; but what of that, 
if among the hosts of the redeemed blood
washed no record is found of your name ! 
It may be noted in the family register; but 
oh, what of. that, if -in the register of heaven 
no record is found of the day when you 
were born again ! 

Methinks, if I could search the Book of 
Life, I should find there the names of many 
who are dear to you, my reader. That 
mother who long ago went to be with Jesus, 
her name is there, written by the Lord 
Himself. Members of your family, I find 
their names-but yours? Can it be that it 
is not written there ? Names of fellow
.workmen are there, names of friends and 
acquainta.nces are there, but yours? 

It may be you say you know not whether 
it is written there or not. Oh, then, make 
sure I or else full soon, when earth has passed 
away, and the starry heavens have been 

rolled together like a scroll-when the sea 
has departed, .and the "great white throne " 
fills the scene, you will find that 

WHOSOEVER 
WAS 

NOT FOUND WRITTEN 

IN THE 

BOOK OF LIFE 
WAS CAST INTO 

THE LAKE OF FIRE. 
(Extracted.) 

WHAT WILL THE REALITY BE? 

R
T was only a dream, but it was of 

such a character thaf it could not 
easily be forgotten. I found my
self in a narrow space, between 
two walls of great height, the 

extreme ends of which I could not perceive. 
All was dark and gloomy. There was no 
entrance to be seen. I concluded that I 
was a prisoner, only awaiting the execution 
of the judgment of God, and I trembled at 
the prospect before me. The horror of that 
moment seems indescribable. "What," I 
thought, " I, who have had such privileges, 
such opportunities of blessing, who have 
heard such invitations to come to Christ, 
now, at the last, to find myself here ! " 
I had never thought it would come to that ; 
but I felt I must come to the solemn con
clusion that it was now too late, that invitations 
were a thing of the past. I had always 
believed that eternity must be spent either 
in hell or heaven, and had of course intended 
to make sure of the latter. It added to my 
agony of mind thatJ I should have been so 
foolish as to have slighted all the messages 
of mercy from Jesus, whose voice in His 
word is, " Come unto Me, and I will give 
you rest. 11 My doom seemed sealed for , 
ever, and I writhed in agony at the thought, 
and awoke. 

It was but a dream. What will the reality 
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be? What relief I felt that I was- left a 
little longer where grace could reach me I 
could not express,- but I believed it was a 
warning voice to " flee from the wrath to 
-come." I was thankful that I was not shut 
up to reflect for eternity on my folly and 
shame and sin. My soul was troubled. 
Nothing of this world could satisfy my 
distressed conscience. No one but God 
could meet my need. Christ's precious blood 
alone could cleanse, and I bowed before 
Him, saying, "Thou hast promised, . Him 
that cometh to Thee Thou wilt in no wise 
cast out." Taking my place as a sinner, 
I sought this great salvation and the forgive
ness of my sins, and found an answer to all 
my fears, and peace· with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Beware, my reader, for there IS WRATH!

Beware, lest He take thee away with His 
stroke! 

God is speaking to souls. In many ways 
His word is sounding out. Give heed before 
the door is shut, before the Judge's voice 
bids thee to depart. To-morrow you may 
be past recovery. Now only is yours, and 
now is the day of salvation. 

RUTH THE MOABITESS. 

DEUT. xxiii. 3-6; RUTH i. 

D
HE history of Ruth the Moabitess 
brings before us, in a very striking 
way, what the grace of God is.· 
It shows us that where there is 
an honest desire after God, He 

never disappoints it, but, on the contrary, 
gives infinitely more than the soul had 
counted on. Thus the gospel is the glad 
tidings of the grace of God. 

When you find a person working to get 
blessing, you may well say he does not know 
grace / for a wonderful verse in the fourth 
chapter of Romans (v. 5) says, "To him that 
worketh not, but believeth on Him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
�or righteousness." The grace of God seeks 

a poor soul that can do nothing to deserve 
blessing, that is lost, ruined, helpless, and 
away from God, and takes him up, saves him, 
and blesses him with all spiritual blessings 
in Christ Jesus, and makes him actually a 
child and· an heir of God. 

You must either deal with God on the_ 
ground of grace or of debt. "To him that 
worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, 
but of debt. But to him that worketh not 
but believeth . . . his faith is counted for 
righteousness." What a blessed statement 
of the grace of God ! 

Let us look now at the history of this one 
who was born under the sentence of the 
ver,ses in Deuteronomy, and see the wondrous 
way in which Ruth received blessing, and was 
allowed to be a direct ancestress of our Lord. 

The Book of Ruth seems almost like a 
page out of the preceding Book of Judges ; 
and what a book that is. One closes it with 
a sigh of relief, ·after reading of scarcely 
anything but failure after failure, ending with 
the words, " Every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes." They might not have 
been God's people at all ; for it was not His 
will they observed, but their own. 

"Now it came to pass in the days when 
the judges ruled, that there was a famine in 
the land." This was not probably an unusual 
thing in the midst of such repeated failure. 
No doubt the hand of God was often laid 
upon them in chastening. 

Now the. very last thing for anyone to do 
is to seek to turn away from the chastening 
of God. It can n·ever answer. 

Let all who endeavour to do so take 
warning by Naomi. 

The path of faith would have been to stay 
in the land and · share the affliction God had 
brought upon the people. Faith would never 
have left God's ground. Moab, too, was an 
unclean place. 

Elimelech and Naomi, however, forsook 
the country God had brought His people 
into. What was the result? First of all 
Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her 
two sons. Instead of returning even then, 
they only sank deeper and deeper into trouble, 
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for the two sons "took them wives of the 
women of Moab." Naomi had soon to 
taste worse even than widowhood, for her 
two sons died also. 

Then she arose to return, as she ought to 
have done before. She had heard too "how 
that the Lord had visited His people in 
giving them bread." How strikingly analo
gous this is to Luke xv., where the prodigal 
says, "How many hired servants of my 
father's have bread enough and to spare, 
and I perish with hunger! I will arise, and 
go to my father." 

Naomi had been finding that the hand of 
God could reach them in Moab as well as in 
Israel. 

Now she was bereft of both her husband 
and her sons. One thing she might at least 
have been glad of, to have these two poor 
Moabite women, Orpah and Ruth, to go 
back with her. True, they bad no claim or 
title to any place among the people of God. 
Yet she might have had faith to count on 
the goodness and grace of God for the 
stranger and widow. But no, she says to 
them, " Go, return each to her mother's 
house." 

In other words, she tells them to return to 
darkness and idolatry ; and, sad to tell, she 
was only too successful with one, for Orpah 
turned and went back. Then Naomi tried 
to make Ruth return also, saying, "�ehold, 
thy sister in law is gone back unto her 
people, and to her gods: return thou after 
thy sister in law." Oh, think of it-" Gone 
back to her people, and to her gods I" and 
this from Naomi, one of God's own people, 
who knew so well that they were really no 
gods. 

But Ruth had learned too much. She 
could scarcely' have been so long in the 
family of God's people "'.'ithout at least 
knowing that there was but one God. She 
had a glimmer of light, and: she was deter
mined to go after it. 

What a blessed thing it is to see a soul in 
earnest in seeking light. Depend upon it, 
that soul will not be turned aside and will 
not seek in vain. 

Ruth burst out in a magnificent decision 
" Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following after thee : for whither thou 
goest, I will go ; and where thou 1odgest, I 
will lodge: thy people shall be my people, 
and thy God my God : where thou diest, 
will I die, and there will I be buried : the 
Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught 
but death part thee and me." She had 
learnt there was only one true God, and she 
speaks of Jehovah-" The Lord do so to 
me." . She had made up her· mind, and we 
see in her a seeking soul, stedfastly minded 
to get blessing, and looking only for a lodg
ing and a grave. That was all she expected, 
but she got infinitely more. 

"When Naomi saw that she was stedfastly 
minded to go with her, then she left speaking 
unto fier." So they went on together till 
they came to Bethlehem ; and Naomi re
entered the place a childless widow, with a 
childless, widowed daughter-in-law. 

It was all very well to return to the land, 
but now that they were there how were they 
to support themselves ? They needed food 
to live. Ruth could claim nothing as a 
Moabitess, except indeed one thing, she 
might claim the gleanings in the harvest 
fields as being a widow and a stranger. 
However, they had a rich kinsman, though 
they <liq not know it. 

Elimelech's property had gone during his 
absence, arid his wife needed someone to do 
the kinsman's part for her, and to redeem it. 
In a word, she and Ruth were helpless, and 
needed a Redeemer. 

Their need led Ruth to the fields to glean, 
for it was the time of barley harvest when 
they arrived, and God's hand led her to the 
very part that belonged to Boaz, her un
known kinsman, and the one who should do 
the kinsman's part for her and Naomi. 

Boaz saw her, and she found grace in his 
eyes; he had heard all about her, and knew 
how she had been led in the path of faith ; 
and so· he spoke kindly to her, and told her 
not to go anywhere else to glean, and told 
the reapers to let fall handfuls on purpose 
for her. 
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Is not that like the Lord's ways with the 
sinner ? How often · some · poor weary, 
heavy-laden soul goes to the Word and says, 
"Perhaps there may be something· even for 
such as me," and finds big handfuls let fall, 
as it were, on purpose for them. 

In chap. ii. we find Ruth looking for 
bread, but in chap. iii. for more ; there she 
is looking for a redeemer, a kinsman, and we 
see by her action she believes in the man 
who has given her bread, and in faith counts 
on him to redeem the inheritance. Need I 
say more? Surely the reader who has seen 
his own history in Naomi's and Ruth's can 
see Christ represented by Boaz, who is able 
and willing to save. Dear reader, let me 
entreat you to come to Him now. 

W. M.

GOD'S BEING. 

WHAT IS HIS NAME? 

"I AM THAT I AM."-E:rodus iii. 14. mEADER, do you know that God 
is? that He is a real being, as it 
is written, " God is a Spirit " 
(John iv. 24) who is all powerful 

and everywhere present. He sees, speaks, 
hears, thinks, and feels. (Gen. i. 3, 4, vi. 6.) 
He only hath immortality (that is, as to its 
source). He dwells in the light that no 
n;i.an can approach unto, which no one hath 
seen nor can see. (1 Tim. vi. 16.) And as 
having alone essential immortality, He is the 
source of the being of all immortal creatures, 
both angels and men, as the Holy Ghost 
saith, "He maketh his angels spirits." (Heb. 
i. 7.) And again, He is the God of the
spirits of all flesh : who formed the spirit of
man which is in him. (N um. xvii. 2 2; Zech.
xii. 1.) He also made the beast. As to
His moral nature, He is Light and Love.
Light which manifests, Love which gives.
Christ is the express image of His being.
(Heb. i. 3.)

Reader ! do you know God? 'f Without 
faith, it is impossible to please Him, for-he that 
cometh - to God, must believe that HE IS, 

and that He is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him." (Heb. xi. 6.) 

In the old testament the gre.at truth taught 
was the unity of God in contrast to idols. 
(Deut. vi. 4.) In the New Testament God is 
revealed in three Persons, Father, Son, and 
Spirit. At J esus's baptism, the heavens wer� 
opened to Hirn. The Spirit descended on 
the Son as a dove. The Father's voice from 
heaven testified-" This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased." (Matt. iii. 17.) 

Another remarkable proof of God revealed 
in three Persons is given us in John xiv. 16 
in the words, "I (i.e. the Son) will pray 
the Father, and He shall give you another 
Comforter that He may abide with you for 
ever." Mark, my reader ! If the Son 
speaks, He says, I! If He speaks of the 
Father, it is, He I If the Father gives the 
Comforter, He says of Him, He shall abide 
with you for ever. What can be a plainer 
proof of the glorious revelation of Three 
Persons in the Godhead? 

Nevertheless v. 18 shows that the three 
Persons are one God. The Son, as one with 
the Father, says, "I will not leave you 
comfortless" (literally orphans). The Son, 
one with the Holy Spirit, says, '' I will come 
to you!" Blessed inexplicable mystery! 
Reader, be it yours to bow to it, and 
adore! 

Again I Tim. ii. 1-6. "There is one God, 
and one Mediator between God and men, the 
man ·Christ Jesus; who gave Himself a 
ransom for all, to be testifi�d in due time." 

Thus' God is revealed as the Saviour God! 
for all men, saving all who· believe, not by 
works of righteousness that they have done, 
but according to His mercy b5· the washing 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost ; which He shed on us· abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour ;· that being 
justified by His grace, we should be made 
heirs according to the hope of ete.mal life. 
(Titus iii. 5-7.) 

Reader, do you know God? 
"Acquaint now thyself with Hi.Jn and be 

at peace." 
THE LATE A P. c. 
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HOW CAN I MEET GOD 'l 

OT very many years ago two 
European monarchs desired to 
meet each other, but a difficulty 
presented itself. Their respective 
dominions were separated by a 

river, and it was felt that if either of them 
crossed the river they would not meet on 
equal terms. Therefore, in order to preserve 
11).e dignity of both, a large raft was con
structed in the middle of the stream ; a 
pavilion was erected upon it, and there the 
sovereigns met, where the position of each 
could be punctiliously maintained. Now, 
let me ask, where could a holy God meet 
with a lost, guilty sinner in such a way as to 
fully maintain His own glory, and yet secure 
the safety and blessing of the sinner? There 
is but one answer. It is on the groutid of 
the death and blood-shedding of Christ that 
God can meet the sinner as a Saviour-God. 

The two emperors met each other half
way, and a great many people think that 
this is what God does through Christ. 
They believe that Christ has done a great 
work, but that they have to repent, pray, 
strive, and do their best in order to get the 
benefit of what He has done. It is common 
enough for people to say, when the gospel is 
put before them, "But we have our part to 
do." They think that Christ is a kind of 
half-way house that requires a good deal of 
reaching, and that salvation is like t,he Forth 
Bridge, which was built from both sides, 
and met in the �iddle. All this arises from 
not believing that, to begin with, we are lost 
and without strength, and that therefore our 
salvation muse be wholly of God. 

Blessed be God ! The whole work has been 
done outside of ourselves. The awful gulf of 
sin has bef.:n completely bridged from God's 
side. The expiring Saviour cried in triumph-

" IT IS FINISHED," 
and nod\.ing can ever be added to the value 
of that finished work. Sins are put away; 
sin judged ; believers perfected for ever, and 
God glorified by that precious work and 
death of Jesus. The immediate answer to 

it was the rending of the veil of the temple, 
which had set forth, up to that moment, the 
truth that there was an impassable barrier 
between God and men. God is now coming 
out in deep love and perfect grace, bringing 
"salvation to all men." He presents to you 
a risen,• living, glorified Saviour. 

You may raise any number of questions 
and difficulties about your own state and 
condition, but no question can be raised as 
to the value of Christ's work or the accept
ance of His Person. You cannot say that 
it is uncertain whether God is satisfied with 
Christ's work, or that He is on probation, 
and may not be accepted. The holy Victim 
of Calvary sits as a glorified man on the 
throne of God : the glory of God shines in 
His face, and every ray of that glory pro
claims that "God is satisfied with Jesus." 
The moment you believe on Him, you 
stand before God in all the value of His 
work, and in all the acceptance of His 
Person. "Through this man is preached 
unto yo"u the forgiveness of sins, and by 
Him all that believe are justified from all 
things." (Acts xiii.) 

Unsaved one, let these soul-assuring words 
sink into your heart. To you is the word 
of this salvation sent. Despise it not, and 
delay not to make it your own. Trust not 
in works, in prayers, or in an orthodox 
creed. The blessed gospel does not tell 
you to trust an experience, a feeling, or even 
a text of Scripture; it tells you to 

TRUST A PERSON�L SAVIOUR. 
A lady once wrote to a servant of the 

Lord, "Will you put it down in black and 
white what I am to believe? I have been 
told of many different texts ; and they are so 
many that I am bewildered. Please tell me 
one text, and I will try to believe it." The 
answer came, "It is not any one text, nor 
any number of texts that saves, any more 
than the man who fled to the city of refuge 
was saved by reading the directions on the 
finger-posts. It is by trusting the person and 
work of the Lord Jesus that we are saved." 
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved." (Acts xvi.) C. A. C. 
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"W," 

HERE are a few words beginning 
with the letter W to which I 
would call the attention of the 
young readers of Good News.

The first is the word 

WELCOME. 

Every needy sinner who drew near to our 
Lord Jesus Christ when He was on earth, 
"going about doing good," found a welcome. 
Not one. who was really seeking His help 
and blessing was sent away unrelieved and 
unblessed j all were met with tenderest 
compassion and kindness, and received 
healing and comfort at His blessed hands. 

Now "Jesus Christ " is " the same yester
day, and to-day, and for ever." His heart of 
love towards the weary sinner is unchanged. 
He is no longer upon earth, of course, for He 
sits at the right hand of God; but He knows 
our longings and bears our sighs, and still 
delights to welcome all who come to Him. 
He has suffered for sinners upon the cross. 
His precious blood was shed there. He 
died for those who loved Him not, and now 
the gosp-el message carries the tidings of 
forgiveness and salvation for "whosoever 
will." Come to Him then. In all your sin, 
in all your· sorrow, come to Him, and you 
shall find rest and peace. 

WASHED 

is the next word to which I turn. In Rev. 
vii. 9 a vast multitude is described. They
are of all nations and peoples and tongues,
but they are alike in this, they are clad in
white robes. The apostle John is told by
the elder that they have come out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes,
and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. It was this that fitted' them to be
before the throne of God.

Now that which cleansed them is that 
which alone can cleanse us. No works, no 

, prayers, no tears can ever wash away our 
sins. The blood of Christ alone could do 
that. 

Job had to say, "If I wash myself with 
snow water, and make my hands never so 
clean; yet shalt Thou plunge me in the ditch, 
and mine own clothes shall abhor me." He 
seems to have found out how useless all his 
own efforts were to make him clean from his 
sin in the sight of God; and though he did 
not live in the day of light and blessing in 
which we do, yet he felt his need of another 
to render him suitable to the holy presence 
of God. 

The purest snow from the mountain tops 
could not cleanse Job j the best things he 
could do would not purge away his sin. 

What Job could not do for himself we 
cannot do for ourselves. We need another. 
We need Christ. In love He has come, and 
His blood has been shed, and God says 
( r John i. 7 ), " The blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanseth us from all sin." 

In Rev. i. 5 a company of believers are 
heard sounding the Saviour's praise, saying, 
" Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood, and hath 
made· us kings and priests unto God and 
His Father; to Him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen." 

Can you join this chorus of thanksgiving? 
It is only the washed one who can really be 
a true 

Vf'ORSHIPPER, 

only those whose sins are blotted ·out can 
rightly draw near to God with their praises. 
They that worship God must "worship Him 
in spirit and in truth : for the Father seeketh 
such to worship Him." (John iv. 23.) . He 
delights to hear the lips of those who 
confess Christ's name giving the sacrifice 
of praise continually, and the youngest child 
whose sins are washed away may join. 

Then every true believer is called to be a 
I 

WITNESS 

for Christ. We must never forget that we 
are in a world where Christ has been refused, 
and where He is rejected still. Outwardly 
the world has changed considerably, but the 
heart is as deceitful and corrupt as ever. 
The Lord Jesus to whom we have come 
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is the stone disallowed of men. Christ's 
name is precious to His own, but only to 
them. Those who are still unconverted 
would rather speak or hear of anyone than 
of the One who is dear to our hearts. 

The Christian feels the world is against 
Him, and there is a danger of hiding our 
light, of not showing our true colours, of 
not owning whose we are and wtiom we 
serve. 

If, however, we wait upon our God, He 
will strengthen us so that we may be 
distinctly for Christ, and be true witnesses 
in word and deed. And He will enable 
us each one t◊- be a 

WORKER 

for the Lord, for even the youngest of us 
can do something for His name. The word 
of encouragement to the feeblest is, "What
soever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the na�e of the Lord Jesus." A word of 
kindness to a sorrowing schoolmate, a deed 
of love to a brother or sister, simple acts 
of obedience to a p?,rent, and the many little 
things of every-day life, can all be done 
in Christ's name, and will not lose their 
reward. 

Only a little while and our time of service 
on earth will be over, and we shall serve our 
Lord fully and perfectly in His glory; for 
it is written, "His servants shall serve Him," 
and " His name shall be in their foreheads." 
Until ther:i may every young believer be 
found a true worshipper, a faithful witness, 
and a diligent worker. 

"JESUS IS MINE." 

_ HEN nearly eleven years of age 
J--, having lost her father, 
was sent as an under-servant to 
a gentleman's house in one of 
the most lovely parts of North 

Devon. Everything seemed strange to 
her in · her new surroundings, for the house 
was very large, and there were between twenty 
and thirty servants employed. But an event 
soon took place which affected the whole of 
her life, and brought joy and gladness in place 
of the sadness and sorrow she had known. 

She had not been living at P-- many 
weeks when a supper was given to all the 
men working upon the estate, their wives 
and children being also invited. The ser
vants 'from the house were present too, in 
order to help entertain the company. 

During the evening singing and dancing 
and all kinds of amusement were freely in
dulged in by most of those present; but 
J-- noticed that two or three seemed very 
different from the rest, and wondered what 
made them so. 

At length one of them, a young man from 
the house, was requested to sing, and being 
thus called upon, responded by singing the 
well-known hymn, commencing 

" Fade, fade each earthly joy: 
-Jesus is mine !

Break every lender tie : 
Jesus is mine ! 

Perishing things of clay 
Pass from my heart away, 
Jesus will ever stay : 

, Jesus is mine!" 

This simple but bold confession of Christ, 
"SAMUEL MEDLEY was in early life a mid- which must have cost the young man con
shipman. When he was on his death-bed siderable effort, was not lost upon all. 
he seemed to be watching the points of a If some of the number esteemed hymn
compass, and he kept saying, ' One point singing out of place, and cared nothing for 
more; two points more; now only one point the precious, peerless Saviour whom God 
more.' Then he shouted out, 'How sweet had provided, it was not so with J--. 
will be the port after the storm ! Dying is "Oh I if I could only say that," she 
sweet work ! Home, home, hallelujah I : thought; "but I am such a wicked girl." ' 
Glory, home, home ! ' And so the old Her earnest longing almost constrained her 
mariner .passed or '¥ith all sails set, to the to cry out there and then, "What must I do 
desired haven." , to be saved?" but fear kept her silent. 
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The supper party broke up, and the inci
dent referred to probably soon passed from 
the memories of most of those who had 
been present, but not from that of the little 
housemaid. 

She sought to make herself good and fi� 
for God, but only discovered more and more 
how evil her nature was. 

After restlessness and misery for three 
days and nights, she determined to ask 
R--, the one _who had owned by the hymn 
that Christ was his, what she must do. When 
she saw him, however, her courage failed. 

But it was the Lord who was working 
with the child, and He, having the hearts of 
all in His hand, led R-- to inquire what 
was the cause of the distress he had noticed. 

"Oh!" she answered, "I do want to be 
able to say ' Jesus is mine.' Do tell me 
how. Oh! please tell me what I must do to 
be saved. I do want Jesus ; but I am such 
a naughty, wicked girl. I have tried to be 
good, and I only get worse." 

It was with great joy that R-- showed 
her that it was not by trying to be good, but 
that it was by simple faith in Jesus the Son 
of God ; that " God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." (John iii. 16.) 

"Is that all-only to believe?" she ex
claimed. "Then I do believe. Yes, I 
believe that Jesus is mine, because God says 
so. Ah! I can say it now. Please thank 
the Lord Jesus for dying for me." 

Thus her soul trouble was ended, and 
J-- found "joy and peace in believing." 

Have you, dear children, ever wished to 
be able to say "Jesus is mine"? He is 
ready to receive you. He welcomes every 
weary, heavy-laden sinner who comes to Him 
for rest. 

It is now seventeen years ago since J-
came to Him, and she can say to-day, 
"There has not failed one word of all His 
good promise." 

Will you not come to Him while there is 
yet time? Come just as you are, but come 
now, for to-morrow may be too late. 

BEWARE OF TRAPS, 

HE old man in our illustration 
has made a bird-trap, and is now 
explaining to the children how 
the bird, hopping into it to pick 
up the crumbs or grain, dislodges 

the support, and is shut in by the falling lid. 
\i\'hat do you think crossed the writer's 

mind when he first saw the illustration? It 
was this, "How many snares and traps are laid 
for young Christians ! How many devices 
are employed by the enemy to attract their 
hearts away from Christ!" 

They are baited so attractively too, and 
all looks so pleasant and harmless that little 
by little the unwatchful believer is drawn 
closer and closer, and at length dishonours 
his Lord and Master by some open act of sin. 

Perhaps we are slothful in reading the 
Scriptures, and lacking in prayer, and then 
we feel a little distant from the Lord. Then 
something attracts us, and we do not openly 
confess whose we are, and soon we are drawn 
into folly and worldliness. 

It was thus in the case of the apostle 
Peter. He truly loved the Lord, but was 
self-confident, and thought if all the others 
denied the Lord he would be faithful. Then 
he was sleeping, instead of watching unto 
prayer. Then he followed afar off. Then 
he warmed himself at the fire which the 
Lord's enemies had made, standing with 
them as if he were on their part. Then it 
was that, being challenged by the servant 
maid and others, he denied his Lord even 
with oaths and curses. 

We know how the Lord's grace was shown 
in Peter's restoration. How He had prayed 
for him. How He turned and looked upon 
him. How He appeared to him when He 
was risen, and how He searched Peter by 
His thrice-repeated question, " Lovest thou 
Me ? " All this shows us the goodness and 
faithfulness of Christ our Advocate. 

Peter had to learn himself and to discover 
his weakness, and we may learn from his 
failure to be watchful and prayerful, and to 
beware of the enemies' traps. 
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SIXTY SORTS OF SINNERS, 

HAT sounds stra�ge. Yes ; b�t 
it is true. "I thought there were 
only· two sorts," some may say 
-" great and small sinners." 
�r ell, " sinner" is the name of 

all, whether the sins are few or many. But 
take your Bible, as I did one day, and write 
down all the words which describe the various 
sorts of sinners. 

You may find one word at least for nearly 
every letter in the alphabet, and in many 
cases there are several more. I will tell you 
a few. 

Avaricious. 
Blasphemers. 
Covetous. 
Drunkards. 
Enemies. 
Flatterers. 
Gluttons. 
Hypocrites, Implacable, &c. 

If, when you have gone through the cata
logue, you cannot find your character in the 
long· list of more than sixty kinds, you may 
think that you do not need a Saviour; but 
remember, none but sinners washed in the 
blood of Christ will ever find room in the 
glory of God. 

Perhaps the reader was born of Christian 
parents, but having left home, placed himself 
beyond the sound of the gospel, spent his 
time and squandered his money in gambling 
dens and other scenes of iniquity-madly 
rushing on with reckless feet in the down
ward and slippery road to hell! May God's 
grace arrest you, that you may listen to the 
voice of Jesus as it reaches you amid the 
clamour of workily pleasures and bitter dis
appointments. 

If now you find your character is gone, 
that you are hopelessly ruined, that no one 
takes any interest in you, even now the Lord 
I esus Christ will receive you. Do stop, 

, and drink deeply of the "living water" He 
offers. (John iv. 10.) Are your sins grea� 
and many? He preaches "forgiveness of 

sins." Are you afraid of the judgment? 
"He was delivered for our offences, and raised 
again for our justification." 

Do you not believe the blessed announce
ment, "Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save SINNERS; of whom," says Paul, "I am 
CHIEF"? ( I Tim. i. 15.) 

You cannot be too bad for Him. Take 
Him at His word, and He will not cast you 
out: Peace will be yours through believing 
Hinz. It can only be yours by believing 
God's testimony about Christ. "Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world." (John i. 29.) J. W. N. 

A WONDERFUL PICNIC 

GREAT number of people were 
gathered together. I cannot tell 

.,you exactly how many, but I 
know there were some thousands, 

. so it was a very large compai:iy. 
It was in the country, at a place where there 
was much grass. But in one thing it was 
not like ordinary picnics, for there was very 
little food provided; yet they all had enough, 
and there was plenty to spare. Strange to 
say, one lad carried all the loaves; but I will 
tell you more about it, and then you will 
understand how it was that so few loaves 
fed so many people. 

It was years and years ago, in a beautiful 
land some distance from England, and a very 
wonderful Person )Vas going about doing 
good. He could cure all diseases, and was 
so kind that He healed everybody who came 
to Him, charging them nothing. One day a 
great crowd of people went to a country 
place where they heard He was, and found 
Him there with some of His friends. He 
felt sorry for them, cured their sick folks, 
and talked very kindly and earnestly to them 
all. The hours flew by; it would now soon 
be night. The friends of the wonderful 
Healer came to Him and said, "Tell the 
people they had better go away now, for 
some,. of them live a long way off. They 
have ·had nothing to eat, and will faint by 
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the way if they stay much longer." He said, tried not to think about Him, and to get as 
"You -give them something." They were far away from Him as we could. 
rather surprised at that, for, as I told you, Jesus saw all this, so He came where we 
they had only a few loaves with them; so one· :were, and said, "I am come to tell you that 
of them- said, "Where could we get bread God does love you so much that He has 
for all these people? It would take a great sent Me to make you fit for His presence." 
d.eal to give each of them even a little. Many would not b�lieve what He. said, 
Shall we go into the villages round about but mocked at Him ; still He went about, 
and buy bread?" He asked, " How many doing good to all. At last He died for us, 
loaves have you?" They answered, "We that by His precious blood all our sins might 
have five, and two small fishes ; but what be washed away. God raised Him from the 
are they amongst so many?" "Make the dead, and set Him at His own right hand ; 
people sit down on the grass," He replied. and now Jesus calls and says, as He said to 
They did as He told them. Then He took the people in Palestine long ago, "Come 
the loaves and the fishes, and looking up to unto Me." 
God, blessed them and brake them, and Will you not come, dear children? He is 
gave to His companions to dist_ribute to the just as kind and loving now as He was when 
people. He felt sorry for those hungry people and 

They all ate till they were satisfied. fed them. His heart of love is the same, 
Then the wonderful Healer said, " Now and He has died for sinners. If you come 
gather up all the fragments, that nothing be to Him in faith He will wash away all your 
wasted." They did so, and filled twelve sins, take care of you while you live in this 
baskets with the fragments. Thus there was world, and if you die, take you to live with 
more left than they had had when they Himself for ever. 
began. Their little store was not lessened, This perfect salvation is given by Him as 
but increased. freely as He gave bread to the thousands 

The people were all astonished, and no who went to hear Him preach. They had 
wonder. I am sure we should all have been only to take the bread He gave them; you 
astonished too if we had been at that' picnic, have only to take the salvation He offers. 
and the people said, " Of a truth this is that You cannot buy it, and you cannot earn it 
Prophet that should come into the world." by being good, or doing your best (for even 
Of course. they a11 knew no mere man could the best you could do is like " filthy rags " in 
so wonderfully supply their needs, cure their God's sight). He Giv�s it. Will you TAKE

diseases, and speak such words as they had it? If you do, you will be satisfied for ever. 
heard Him speak. They knew too that God I want you to read about this wonderful 
had promised long, long before to send them picnic for yourselves. You will find it 
a Prophet who should speak His words to mentioned in all the gospels-Matthew xiv. 
them, and they said, "Truly this is He." 13-21, Mark vi. 33-44, Luke ix. II-17, and
They were right; He was the one God had John vi. 1-14. Notice especially what the 
promised to send, and was no less a person Lord Jesus says in the sixth chapter of John. 
than God's own Son, who came into this In the 35th verse He says, "He that cometh 
world to tell us that God loved us, and to to Me shall never hunger, and he that 
meet all our deep need. believeth in Me shall never thirst " ; and in 

He knew we all suffered from a terrible the 37th verse He adds, "Him that cometh 
disease-SIN, and that we could never cure to Me I will t"n no wise cast out." Will YOU

ourselves. We were all sinners, away from not come 7 To-morrow may be too late. 
God; we had believed what Satan said, and Perhaps you have been told this so often 
thought God did not love us ; we knew we that you are almost tired of hearing it ; but 
w�re not fit to be in His presence, so we all you must come at the right time, and the 
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right time to come to Jesus is to-day. This 
matter concerns the eternal welfare of your 
soul, and if you are too late for the c;alvation 
Jesus offers you, there is no other, it will be 
too late for ever. It is never too soon to 
come to Jesus; it may be loo late. Come 
NOW. A. M. w. 

H HE lS PRECIOUS,H 

comparatively of little consequence. God's 
word says, '' Unto you which believe He 
is precious:" Do you know Him to be 
your Saviour through faith in His blood ? 
If so, you can rejoice at the thought of 
soon going to be with Him. If not, oh, 
come to Him now ! His finished work 
and His sheer blood can wash away your 
sins, and though you feel, and rightly so too, 
that you deserve to be refused, yet listen to 
His loving, gracious words, " Him that 

AVING heard of an old Christian cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." 
woman who would be glad to (John vi. 3 7.) 
be visited, I called at her My dear old friend still lives, and has just 
cottage. On entering I found entered her eighty-sixth year; but she tells 
her sitting, bent nearly double me she is expecting each day to find herself 

from weakness, and partially covered with in the glory, and she delights in the thought 
a black veil to keep off the flies. Turning. that the first one she will see when her now 
back the veil, I saw that her eyes were sight- sightless eyes are opened is her precious 
less, and that her tongue was partly out of Saviour. Can you say that you expect to be 
her mouth, her throat being slightly paralysed. in the glory? M. J. R. 

For a moment 1 gazed, and thought I 
had never seen such a pitiable object; then, · 
sitting down by her side, I told her I had 
been informed that she knew and loved the 
same blessed Saviour whom I loved, and 
asked if it was indeed so. 

I _expected her only to nod in reply, but, 
putting up her poor, thin fingers, she spelt 
on them the letters "P-R-E-S-H," 
and then seemed to hesitate how to finish. 
I could not at first think what she intended, 
and my hesitation appeared greatly to dis
tress her, and she began again in the most 
emphatic manner, but stopped at the same 
letter, then her meaning occurred to me, and 
I said, "Do you mel,\n He is precious?" She 
nodded and smiled, and seemed greatly 
delighted. We then talked together of Him 
who was precious to us both; for she could 
say short sentences on her fingers, and show 
her pleasure by various sounds and signs. 

Each visit since I have found how the 
love of Jesus fills her heart, and even in her 
greatest sufferings she is always pleased to 
hear pf Him. 

Reader, can you say that the Lord Jesus 
is precious to you 7 You may be able to spell 
the word "precious" corre�tly, but that is 

A PREPARED PLACE FOR A

PREPARED PEOPLE,

SCOFFING infidel, of con
siderable ability, being one 
day in the company of a person 
of weak intellect, but a real 
Christian, and supposing, no 

doubt, that he would obtain an easy triumph, 
and display his ungodly wit, put the follow
ing question to him : " I understand, sir, 
that you expect to go to heaven when you 
die. Can you tell me what sort of a place 
heaven is ? " 

"Yes, sir," replied the simple believer. 
"Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared 
people ; and if your soul is not prepared for 
it, with all your boasted wisdom you will 
never enter there." 

Reader, is your soul prepared? Has the 
precious blood of Christ cleansed you from 
all sin? If not, whatever your present 
possessions or hopes for the future may be, 
your Christless soul can never be in that 
prepared place-heaven l E. E. N. 





ARTICLES containing Words of Warning to the Unconverted, Peace-speaking Messages to the Anxious, 
Narratives of Conversions, and Expositions of Scripture suitable for the help and encouragement 

of those already saved, will be welcomed. Short, pointed articles are the best. Contributions should 
be sent to INGLIS FLEMING, 

12, ST. JOHN'S CHURCH ROAD, FOLKESTONE. 

QUESTIONS FOR OCTOBER. 

For Readers under Twelve. 

"Goo's CALL."

1. What is "the call" of God to sinners? To 4. Give seven titles of the Lord Jesus Christ
what does He call them? In what different ways is which are announced with the words " He shall 
His call heard·? be called." 

2. What is God's "call" to His child�en-to those
who have heard His voice as sinners? What is 
required of them? 

3. We read of "heavenly calling," a "holy
calling,'' and a " high calling." Give the verses in 
which each occurs. What do you think each means? 

5. When the Lord was walking on the earth, we
read of His "calling" certain people unto Him. 
Whom did He call, and for what purpose? Describe 
three such scenes found in the Gospels. 

For Readers of any age. 

BIBLE CITIES. No. 4, 
1, Name the different occasions on which our Lord 

visited Jerusalem prior to His final entry. 
4. " When He beheld the city He wept over it."

Why? What lesson do you deduce from this? 

2. What events are connected with those visits? 5. Give a brief outline of the events connected
with this city between our Lord's final entry and His 

3. Give the exact words ,in which He apostrophised death. 
the doomed city. 6. '' Beginning at Jerusalem." What? Why?

Answers to Questions should be written clearly and distinctly, and be sent, together with name and 
address, before the last day of the month, to 
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SCATTERED SEED. 
UNFADING TREASURES, 

- LITTLE knot of workmen, who were engaged in some repairs to an adjoining mansion, had strolled during their dinner hour into Hyde Park. The day was lovely,. all nature seemed aglow with life and animation. It was the height of the "London season.'' Birds were carolling ; flowers and shrubs were shedding forth their fragrant perfume. The splendid carriage drives and promenades, which fringe the p�rk, were thronged with the high and noble of the land. "It's a grand sight," said one of them to his companion, as the gay assemblage swept along, glittering and sparkling in the mid-day 
sun. "So it is," was the reply; "but do you know what I was thinking of, George, when you spoke ? I was wondering where that brilliant company, with all its gems, and coronets, and stars, and jewels will be a few years hence. Death will presently lay his cold and icy hand on many a fair and noble brow, and what about their SOULS?" "Oh, that 's all rubbish ! Do you mean to say you would not change places with some of those lords or dukes if you had the chance?" " I don't think I would, for I should be

the loser. It would be like giving away a thousand pounds in exchange for a farthing. 
My possessions, George, through grace, are UP YONDER, in those sunny realms of glory where Jesus is. Nothing can touch them there; tlzey never fade away. Wealthcould never 'purchase the joy and peace I have in the knowledge that I have a Saviour who lives in the glory for me. · Why, what's the matter, George ? " The big, unbidden tears were chasing each other down his companion's cheeks. " Would you nqt like to know Jesus, the Friend of sinners, as your Saviour ? " 

" Yes, that I would, with all my heart; but you little know what a life mine has been." " Look here, George, don't imagine for a moment that because I am saved it was for any ment m me. No; a thousand times NO. If there is one on ·earth who owes, more to Sovereign grace than another, I am that one. But listen to God's word-' The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.' I was the lost one, and He found me. He is seeking you to-day. Roll your heavy burden, upon Him; trust Him NOW, and you will know as well as I what it is to have settled peace and lasting joy that nothing in this poor, vain world can ever ruffle or disturb." The same evening, in a little top-floor room in the heart of England's great metropolis, two men and -one old woman were feasting on the magnificent story of Luke x. 30-35. On their bended knees, George and his dear Christian mother could raise their hearts and voices in thanksgiving, that Jesus, the Good
Samaritan, was the Friend of sinners STILL. George Carr had found peace and forgiveness in trusting the Saviour. And heaven, too, rejoiced over that scene. " There is joyin the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner that repenteth." Dear reader, have earth's attractions lost their charm for y01, 7 Have you heard the voice of Him, who spake as NEVER MAN SP AKE, inviting you to come to Him in all your guilt and misery, to share with Him through the eternal ages the joy, and light, and sunshine of His Father's house, and home, and heart ? (John iii. 17, iv. 14, vi. 47, x. I 1, 27-29.) G. F. E. 

"WHAT SHALL A MAN GIVE 

IN EXCHANGE 

FOR HIS SOUL?" 

. MARK viii, 37• 
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FOUR FOOLS, 

NE of the world's poets has ex

pressed a desire that we might

. be able to se_e ourselves as others 
see us. Whether this �ould 
benefit us or not, it is certainly 

good for us to know how we appear in the 
sight of God. What men may think of us 
is of little moment. They _may be qµick 
to praise or hasty to condemn, but their 
applause or censure only affects T�me. It 
is far different when we have to do with 
God. His thoughts overlap eternity; His 
favour is heaven; His frown is hell. "What 
does God say about me,?" is a seasonable 
question for every soul. 

There are four men of whom God has 
put it on record in His word that they. are 
fools. Look diligently at them, and flee 
from their folly lest you find yourself branded 
for eternity with the same name. Rather 
may you be found WISE unto SALVATION.

THE ATHEIST. 

r. "The fool hath s�id in his heart, There
is no God." (Psalm xiv. r.) 

"The heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament sheweth His handiwork." 
The natural conscienc� of every man testi
fies of Him. The voice of Nature without 
and the voice of Conscience within are in 
unison ; the former tells me of God's power 
and glory, the latter tells me I am responsible 
to Him. 

"How do you know that there is a God?" 
said a scorner to an Arab whom he found 
praying in the door of his tent. 

" How do I know it was a man and not a 
camel that went past my tent ,last night?" 
replied the Arab. " I know him by his 
tracks ;'1· and pointing over into the.crimson 
west, where the sun was -s·etting in a sea of 
liquid fire, he said, " There is the track of a 
God." 

Nine - tenths of the professed Atheism 
which exists .is the refuge of lies into which 
men- have fled to hide themselves from an 

uneasy conscience. That is the truth of the 
matter when stripped of all disguises. They 
have been uneasy about their sins, and have 
realized that if brought to the bar of God 
to answer for them, there could be no escape 
from condemnation. And. instead of owning 
this before Him, and accepting the wondrous 
provision He has: made for guilty sinners, 
they have sought to stifle the outcry of an 
exercised conscience by persuading them
selves that there is no God, and they have 
said in their heart that there is no God, until 
at last, perhaps, they have persuaded that 
foolish heart to believe it. 

What folly ! The ostrich is a standing 
type of folly, beca�se when she is pursued 
in the desert, and finds her enemies- gaining 
upon her, she buries her head in the sand, 
and thinks because she cannot see them 1 

that they cannot see her. Very similar is 
the conduct of the man who, because he is 
afraid of God and unfit to meet Him, per
suades himself that there is no God. 

THE MOCKER. 

2. "Fools make a mock at sin." (Proverbs
xiv. 9.)

This is a much larger class than the former
one. Atheists are few and- far between, but 
the family of the mockers is large and on 
the increase. Where do we find amongst 
unbelievers ,any sense of the awfulness and 1; 
hatefulness of sin? Is it not rather a matter 
for amusement and diversion? That awful, 1 

cursed thing which has brought tears, and 
sorrow, and- pain, and misery, and want, and 
crime, and ·death, and every characteristic of 
'hell itself into the world, is laughed about, 
joked over, and thought lightly of. Then, 
again, how readily people laugh at a jest about 
divine things I . Take up something about 
God, or something in His word, and make a 
joke about it, and how it amuses people ! 
It is the spirit of the mocker,; and who shall 
justify the man whom God calls a FooL? 

A young man was preaching in the open 
air in a certain village. He told the people 
that-. Christ was coming to take all believers 
out of the world, and that after they were 
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gone the cup of God's wrath would be 
poured out on the ungodly. Just at that 
point a man came out of the village public
house, which was close by, with a glass of 
beer in his hand. Laughing SG_Ornfully, he 
raised it to his lips, saying, " I a� going to 
drink the cup of God's wrath.·" ·He had 
scarcely uttered · the words when he fell
DEAD-at the preacher's feet, and passed· in 
the twinkling of an eye into a mockers 
etern£ty. 

. . 

TH:sl WO�LDLING. 

ness ; .watching every chance to drive a· good 
bargain·; providing for future comfort on 
earth as if they had secured a good long 
lease· of life� yet knowing deep down in their 
hearts that one single instant may put the 
extinguisher 6n all their hopes and prospects. 
Earthly -success and happiness seem to be 
the end and object of their lives, and they 
act as though they bad no sins, and as 
though there was no death, no eternity, and 
no God. If eternity be but a dream, and 
God's word but -a romance, it may be wise 
to devote your heart to the pursuit of success 

3. "And He spake a parable unto them, and happiness in the · world ; -but if these
saying, The ground of a certain rich man things are real, it is the height of folly to let 
brought forth ·plentifully: and he· thought worldly. matters have the first place in your 
within himself, saying, What shall I do, thoughts. ETERNITY, with its long vista of 
because I have· no room where to bestow superlative bliss or of speechless woe, is 
my fruits ? And he said, This will I do : I before you. ETERNITY ! who can measure 
will pull.down my barns, and ·build greater;· fts endless length ? Who can number its 
and there -will I bestow all my fruits and my countless year� ? As well try to get the five 
goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, oceans into a tea-cup as bring e_ternity within 
thou hast much goods laid up for many the compass of our finite minds. Yet it is a 
years; take thine ease,· eat, drink, and be great, stupendous reality. A deaf and dumb 
merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, girl had the question written on her slate, 
this night thy soul shall be required of thee: "What is eternity?" She wrote underneath
then whose shall those things be, which thou 
hast provided ? So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God." (Luke xii. 16-21.) 

There is nothing in this man's history to 
lead us to suppose that he was either an 
Atbeist or a Mocker, but he belonged· to a 
third and a larger class. He appears to 
have been a respectable farmer. There is 
no charge of immorality or crime ,laid against 
him, and for aught we know he was one of 
the most decent men in the country. How 
is it then that God calls him a FOOL? 

It was because he thought of himself and 
forgot God ; made rich provision for this 
world, and thought little of the next; and, 
having his heart filled with the affairs of 
Time, neglected the supremely important 
concerns of Eternity. He was a respectable, 
worldly man. 

How many thousands to-day are repeating 
the life of this rich fool in their own ex-. 
perience, looking sharply after their busi-

"ETERNITY IS THE LIFETIME OF GOD."

What an awakening time is coming for 
Christless worldlings ! This man in the 
parable goes on securing his crops, counting 
his gains, rejoicing over his prosperity, 
scheming, contriving, resolving, and dream
ing of still better times to come, until this 
terrible word bursts in upon him like a peal 
of thunder-" FooL." 

Friend, how is it ,vith you? Perhaps 
yours is not the folly of the Atheist or the 
Mocker, but are you like this respectable 
worldly man ? Are divine realities all crowded 
out of your heart by business or pleasure? 
Not that · you should neglect your business, 
or abandon your occupation ; it is right to 
attend with diligence to all the duties which 
lie in the path assigned to us by Providence ; 
but he who thinks about his interests in 
Time, to the neglect of his soul and salva
tion, acts the part of a fool. Continue no 
longer, I beseech you, in such a state of 



SCA TTEREO, SEED: 

indifference to your own best interests. · You 
have often asked, "What shall I do to enjoy 
myself?" and, "What shall I do to ·ensure 
greater success in my business ?" Is it not 
time to take up in good earnest the question, 
"What must I do to be saved ?" 

Before seeking to point out the scriptural 
answer to this ·question I must say a word 
about the Fourth class of Fools. ·

It is possible that there are many who 
do ·not belong to any of the three classes 
named already, who are, nevertheless, still 
UNSAVED. They are neither atheists, mockers, 
nor careless worldlings. They know that 
they have souls overshadowed with eternal 
destinies, and they want to be saved. They 
often think about their souls, and are some
times deeply troubled about their sins, and 
they hope to be saved before they die. They 
belong to the Fourth class. 

THE UNBELIEVER. 

4 "0 FooLs, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken." (Luke 
xxiv. 25.)

This is the largest and most comprehensive
class; in fact it includes all the others. We 
learn now the simple fact that in order to be 
a FOOL in the sight of God it is not necessary 
to be an atheist, a mocker, or even a careless 
wordling. It is enough if a man does not

believe God. 

Before I speak of the folly of the un
believer, let us spend a moment in learning 
what God hath said. Read the following 
scriptures slowly and thoughtfully: 

"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man 
be lifted up : that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 
For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. For God sent not His 
Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through Him might be 
saved." (John iii. 14-17.) 

"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all -��eptation, that Christ Jesus came into 

the w'orld to· save· sinners; of whom I am
chief."-(1 Timothy i. 15.) 

"For when we were yet without strength, 
in ·due time Christ died for the ungodly. 
For scarcely for a righteous man will one 
die: yet peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die. But God com
mendeth His love toward us, in that, while 
vie were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 
(Romans v. 6-8.) _ 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth My word, and believeth on Him 
that sert Me, hath everlasting · life, and shall 
not come into condemnation ; but is passed 
from death unto life." (John v. 24.) 

These scriptures are only a few out of 
countless numbers which testify to the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Saviour of lost sinners, 
of the ungodly, and · of such as have no 
strength to help or save themselves. It was 
to bring salvation that He came ; it was to 
accomplish salvation that He died upon the 
cross. And now that the great work has 
been done to the glory of God and for the 
eternal blessing of lost sinners, God pro
claims the forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life, not through prayers, or tears, or sacra
ments, or works of any kind, but through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. "To Him 
give all the prophets witness, that through 
His name, whosoever believeth in Him shall 
receive remission of sins." (Acts x. 43.) 

There can be no excuse for unbelief. Not 
only has God given His Son to do all the 
work, but He has given us His word to assure 
us of the fact. There is the finished work 
and the written word. Christ came to save me 
-died for me on the cross-and I believe
it and am saved, not because I feel it, but
because God says it. Look at the wondrous
history of the life-works of J esu_s and the
more wondrous account of His great death
work, as recorded by the evangelists, and as
you scan those words, so richly freighted
with the glory of the Only Begotten of the
Father, remember these things "are written
that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and that believing ye might
have life through His name." (John xx. 31.)
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The faith of God's ch�ld�en does· not hang 
upon a slender thread, but _rests. upon; a 
foundation as solid and steadfast as the 
throne of heaven. There is only one thing 
in this world which .does not and will not 
change. Mutability and decay are w�itt�ri 
�pon all created things, but in the midst 
of this scene of confusion and change the 
believer finds the wqrd of God to be ev�r 
the same. Satan has sought to �ndermine 
it, to destroy it, to adulterate it. Men of 
science (falsely so-called) have seized it with 
irreverent hands and endeavoured to tear it 
to pieces. The infidel spues out his W!etched 
materialism over it. But it still remains, 
God's great witness in a rebe}lious world ; 
and when heaven and earth have passed 
away it shall still remat'n-not one page torn 
away by fiendish h�ds; not one line �rased; 
not one word missing-for the word of. the 
Lord endureth for ever, "and thi$ is the 
word which by the gospel is preached unto 
you." (r Peter i. 25.) 

Dear fellow-sinner, what a resting-place 
for your faith and mine. Have you any 
reason to doubt•·the truth of God? "God 
is not a man, that He should lie? " An 
anxious soul exclaimed bitterly to a servant 
of God, "Oh, sir, I can't believe. I can't 
believe." He quietly replied, "Who is it 
that you can't believe?" That broke the 
spell and caused her to see the awful sin of 
refusing to believe God. 

Dare you incur the tremendous responsi
bility of making God a liar ? What a solemn 
thought ! " He that believeth not God hath 
made Him a liar; ,because he believeth not 
the record that God gave of His' Son. And 
this is the record, that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son." 
(1 John V. IO, II,) 
: God classes the unbeliever· along with 
the atheist, the mocker, arid the careless 
worldling, and' brands him with the name 
of FOOL. . '. 

· Friend, I beseech thee, remain in· thy folly
no longer. Receive God's word about His 
Son; believe it in ·thine heart, for it is able 
even now, as of old,· to "make :thee WISE 

unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus." (2 Timothy iii .. 15:)' This is 
true wisdom. A man may have 'his head 
stored-.with the combined learniQg of Oxford 
and : Ca�bridge ; he . may understand all 
science; he may be able to tell the weight 
of the earth, a1;1d mea��re the altitude of the 
stars ; yet what is he, with all his boasteq. 
learning, but a supreme·FopL, if h� .. know J)Ot 
the way of life, al)d,. if he pe .not wis� unto 
salvation ? Blessed be God� the way is so 
plain that a wayfaring man, though .a fool,
need not err therein. 

Now let me have a word with those who 
are neither atheists; mockers, nor worldlings, 
but who have been led by God's grace tq 
believe on His Son. What saith the apostle 
in 1 ·cor. iv. 10? "We are fools for Christ's 
sake " 

' . . . . 

This is a folly which is not to. -be con-
demned, but coveted. Being out and out 
f pr Christ. will ever bring down upon us the 
ridicule of the world, and young believers 
are often greatly tri_ed by it. -Always remem
ber •th�se thre� words when the taunt and 
the jest are biting keen-" FoR CHRISTS 
SAKE." . The more sensitive yo.u are the 
more precious will these words be to you .. 
For. Chn"st's sake never strike your flag; 
never surrender His honour. Feast con
tinually on His love tp you, and . you will 
learn to g�ory in being A FOOL FOR CHRIST'S 
SAKE. There is no need to adopt strange 
habits or a distinctive · dress. Have Christ 
dwellipg in your heart by faith, and be not 
asham�d to confess Him. If your heart be 
full of Christ, whether you say·little or much, 
you will be continually shining to His praise. 
Expect to be a fool -in the world's eyes, and 
remember .what George. Whitfield used to 
say, that "no man was fit to go to heaven 
if he were not content to wear a fool's coat 
on the way." 

Thrice happy are they who. are "wise unto 
salvation"; for God has said, "They that· be 
wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament; and they that turn i:nany to 
righteousness as the stars for ever and .ever." 

, C. A. C. 
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THE ·WISHING-CHAIR. UN the north of Ireland� on the 
sea-coast, among the rocks there 
is a· chair -to be seen which is 
pointed out to visitors as the 

wishing-chair. 
·Men, women, and chil_dren . have sat i!}

it, and many have been the things desired. 
Some . have wished for health, -some for 
wealth, others for happiness, horses, houses, 
fa�e, wh_ilst_ ;he. younger folks hav� longed 
for �oys, sweets, and holidays.· 

One day· a guide w<:1-s showing · a party of 
tourists aroun� the locality, a�d upon-arriv
ing at the wi�hing-chair one by one they sa; 
in it. The ;Iast of. the -party,- however, _up�n 
being asked to do _so and to express _hisl wish, 
declined.· · 

. Wondering why he should refuse, they
press�d him to be seated; but he still woul� 

. not. Their astonishment increased, and they 
all exclaimed, "Why not?" 

His answer was, "I have nothing to wish
for. I am· satisfied." . 

·It· was- at once desired of :hini that he
should explain himself, for they knew of 
no on·e in the world that had· not a wish 
of some kind. Even the · old guide was 
amazed that'there was a man who, for such 
a reason, would refuse to sit' in that noted 
chair. 

Let me ask you, my d_ear ·reader, before 
I finish my. story, to consider what your 
wish would be if you sat there. Or, 
on the other · hand, whether you could 
decline, truthfully saying, "I' have not a wish. 
I am satisfied." What a happy portion has 
the soul that is satisfied. Are you asking, 
"ls satisfaction possible for man on this side· 
of heaven?" Let me answer by ·giving the 
gentleman's reply on being requested •to
explain himself. · . 

. "As to the past," said he;_ "all my guilt
was borne by Jesus on the cross. As to the 
present, He is the portion for my heart, and 
He helps me and guides me in· every step I 
take. . As '.to the future, there is the hope of 

His coming for me, and then nothing but 
glory for ever." 

No wonder he was satisfied. "Ah ! " said 
the guide,. " you must come home with me,
and tell my good wife' all _that, 'tis just what 
she wants." . . .
· Our : friend then made his way with t�e
guitle to a small cottage near at hand, and
was· introduced� the-queerest man ·he had
ever seen. "For, my· dear," said he to •his
godd wife, "he hasn't a wish; he is satisfied,
and· he shall explain it all to you."

They sat down together, ·�nd simply and 
clearly he told those two _aged ones· t�e joy, 
happiness, and satisfaction h� had found in 
Jesus. It was just what they both wanted, 
and God, in His ri_ch grace, blesse_d His 
word to their souls. May you, dear reader, 
know the satisfaction which is to be found 
alone ·in Christ. 

" Satisfied with Thee, Lord Jesus, 
! am blest;

Peace which passeth understanding· -On Thy qr�ast;
No more doubting, 
No more trembling. 

Oh !' what rest." 
H. N. I. 

"JESUS CHRIST SAVES I" 

DN the fifteenth century a young 
man became distressed on ac
count of his sins. 

All his own doings were in 
vain, and his anxiety grew greater and 
greater. 
· A copy of the New -Testament coming
into. his hands, he carefully perused -its
�ages: ; · At length he came to the verse-
" THIS IS A FAITHFUL SAY�NG,, AND WORTHY 

OF ALL AGCEPTATION, THAT CHRlST JESUS 
CAME INTQ THE WOR,_LD TO SA VE SINNERS:" 

"Jesus Clirist saves ! Yes, Jesus Christ 
saves sinners ! " he repeated to himself, and 
his. heart was filled with· peace and joy in 
believing. 

What his works could not accomplish the 
work of Christ had wrought. 
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FROM TROUBLE TO PEACE. 

" H ! I see it now. Christ died 

tent meeting. 

for my sins." So said a ,little 
country maid who had waited 
behind and spoken to a 
preacher at the close of a 

She told how she had been trou0led about 
her sins, and had longed to find the Saviour. 
How she had tried to obtain rest, time after 
time, without avail. 

Now her eyes were opened to see that the 
work of the Lord Jesus on the cross was 
finished. That all that was required had 
been accomplished by Him, and that there 
was nothing for her to do but to give Him 
her heart's thanks for all that He had 
wrought on her behalf. 

Her trouble was over. From Acts xiii. 
38, 39 she saw that through Christ and His 
completed sacrifice there was preached to her 

"THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS " 

for which she had wished so long ; and that 
she, as a believer upon Him, was 

"JUSTIFIED FROM ALL THINGS." 

Taking God at His word she found rest, 
and went her way thanking her Saviour for 
all that He had done. 

May every reader who is numbered among 
the anxious se_ekers after salvation be equally 
simple in receiving God!s. gracious message. 

NO PREPARATION FOR THE 

JOURNEY, 

BARONET who lived in the 
last century, and whose mansion 
was in Yorkshire, was lying, 
as was supposed, dead, when 
the following conversation took 

place between his jester and one of his other 
servants:-

Servant: "Our master is gone!" 
Jester : "Ah ! whither is he gone?" 

Servant: "To heaven, to be sure." 
Jester-: "To heaven! No, that he is not� 

I am certain." 
Servant : "Why so?" 
Jester : " Why ? Because heaven is a 

great way off, and when my master was 
going a long journey he used for some .time 
to talk about it and prepare for it; but 
I never heard him speak of heaven, nor saw 
him make any preparation for going ; he 
cannot therefore be gone thither." 

The baronet however recovered, and this 
conversation being told him, he was so 
struck with it that he immediately began to 
seek to prepare for his long journey. 

Reader, how is it with you for eternity ? 
Are you busy making preparations for time, 
forgetful of the long eternity that lies before 
you? 

Be wise then, and give eternity your 
serious consideration-NOW. 

"A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and 
hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and 
are punished." 

Remember, that after death is the judg
ment (Heb. ix. 27.), and however careful 
you may have been to make preparation for 
time, if you enter eternity unprepared, you 
must be lost for ever. "For what shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul ? Or what shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul ? " 

E. E. N. 

THE CAPTIVE SWALLOW. 

NE evening, while ascending a 
staircase leading to the mana
ger's house of the Bank of 
Scotland, I heard a great noise 
at a wi.ndow. Upon examina-

tion I found that 'it was caused by a swallow, 
which somehow had got inside, but was 
utterly unable to' regain its libertY,, Vainly 
dashing itself against the glass, it was, how .. 
ever, renewing its efforts to reach the sky 
without. 

· After some difficulty I captured it, and
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holding the panting bird in one hand I 
opened· the window and let it ·fly, watching 
with what a graceful curve it took to the air, 
being in a few moments lost to sight. 
· Ate you, my reader, endeavouring to gain

freedom by your works ? · You need a 
deliverer ! Only Christ, by His dying and 
rising again, brings " deliverance to the 
captives." In faith claim Him as your 
Redeemer . now. He is in glory, beyond 
the power of death, and is able to save to th,e 
uttermost all that come unto God by H£m,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession. 

Blessed fact, "Jesus saves." 
From our sins. (Matt. i. 2 1.) · 
From this present evil world. (Gal. i. 4.) 
From the coming wrath. (1 Thess. i. 10.) 
From the power· of the grave. (Phil. iii. 

20, 21.) 
From the mastery of sin (Rom. vii. 24, 

2 5 ), and from Satan and every evil work, 
saving even unto His heavenly kingdom. 
(2 Tim. iv. 17, 18.) 

Well might all join in the song, "Worthy 
is the Lamb which was slain." "Hallelujah, 
what a Saviour ! " T. R. D. 

A LETTER TO A YOUNG CHRISTIAN, 

" T last, dear --, I take up my 
pen to write a line to you in 
reply to your letter. 

"As to your Brahmapootras, 
I feel it must have been a 

great chagrin to you ; but as you had to 
reproach yourself- though this does not 
always soften our misfortunes-it has left 
you nothing to say. I feel with you in it. 
But even in these little things we see the 
Lord's hand, for nothing is little to Him 
which affects the souls of His children. 

" How did you feel when you found it out 
in the morning-vexed, irritated, angry with 
those who did it,· or wishing vengeance 
against them ? All · this, •you see, show_s the 

t state of your mind, and. this is the. real 
i.mportapce of the matter. 

" I feared these Brahmapootras for you. 
Not that there was anything wrong in keep
ing or taking· care of them, but from the 
effect on your own spirit. The poor fowls 
were very innocent, and so is taking care of 
thein. But I feared your heart had got 
engaged in them in a way that was doing 
you · mischief, and now the Lord has taken 
them away. How good He is, to think even 
of the effect of fowl-keeping on your soul 
that lives for ever ! 

"With regard to lacros�e, healthy exercise 
for boys of your age is quite to be desired ; 
but here too I feared, and you have·leamed 
a lesson by this too. How many we have to 
learn in a way humbling to ourselves ! And 
I am so thankful to see the Lord teaching 
you, and even in your letter I think I · see 
the effect of it, and bless the Lord. I was 
very glad to get it. I could not have 
advised you to stay away, but I am not 
sorry you did. It is always well conscience 
should work, and the doubt you were brought 
into as to salvation w

i
ll quicken your con

science and make you more· watchful ; and 
not only so, but make you feel your depend
ence on grace every moment, and help yo,u 
to discern why such or such a thing is to be 
avoided; for you now are growing a great 
boy, and have to be exercised for yourself 
before God ; and walking with a conscience 
exercised before Him, you will find yourself 
happy and strengthened too. 

"I am glad you are in correspondence 
with -. At your age you need com
panions, and our hearts get knit with some, 
and it is· a great point it should be with 
those who help and do not hinder us." 

J. N. D.

II WHATSOEVER YE DO 

IN WORD OR DEED, DO ALL 

IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS, 

GIVING THANKS TO GOD AND 

THE FATHER BY HIM." 

CoL. iii. 17. 
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" 

DOST THOU? 
EXTR.(1.CT FROM LETTER. 

OU cwill be· glad to hear that 
·Frank ( aged r 3) professed to
be saved about Christrrias-time.
He had been anxious· about
his soul for a long,. long time,

and was so unhappy. We used to have long 
talks about-it, but he always seemed to want 
to· feel something. · 

" Well, it went on · like that till John sent 
those little text cards, and I hung, or rather 
pinned, one of each in the boys� room. 

" It was that one, 'He that ·believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting' life,' and at the 
bottom it said, 'Dost thou believe on ·the 
Son of God ? ' and he seemed to see it in a 
moment that he did believe, and he came 
and told us, and rejoiced our hearts. 

'f J. R. W." 
The card referred to above had these 

words upon it : 
DEAR FRIEND,

JESUS SAYS: ·" J:Ie that believeth on ·the 
Son HATH ever)ast�ng.l�fe." (John iii. 36.) 

Dost THOU believe on- the Son of· God ? 

CHRIST OUR ANCHOR, 

ITH what thankfulness- the tem
pest-driven seaman drops anchor 
when he has reached a place of 
safety from the storm, which 
has threatened destruction to his 

vessel.· Right. gl�d_,he. is ... to_ be sheltered 
from its fury, and to be secure from danger 
for a season. 

If he has good anchorage he may hope 
to remain until all peril is past, and then 
continue his voyage .. · 

His anchors of -course have been cast 
outside his ship; ap.d while · hi� craft may 
rise and fall on the surging ·billows they hold 
to that .which is firm and stable. 

This is the value of the._ anchor and cable, 
that they link the vessel with the earth, 
and thus enable it to ride in comparative 
quietness. 
· ·No seaman in his senses would cast his
anchor within his ship. It would be valueless
there.

But there are many anxious souls who are 
not as wise in spiritual things· as they are in 
natural things, and they may learn a lesson 
from the mariner. · 

·Earnestly seeking peace they look within 
and place . reliance in their ever-varying 
experiences and feelings, instead of relying 
wholly upon Christ and His atoning sacrifice. 

N O\V Christ is· the believer's anchor. He 
is the· believer's peace. Christ is the One
,vhom G;od in grace has·. give!l, and who in 
love has come to accomplish all that was 
needea that we might be at perfect rest. 

Much has to be done in the formation· of 
anchors and cables be,fore the storm-tossed 
sailor can lie at peace. 

· The forging ·of a.ii anchor is a work of
• �onsiderable labol;lr and expense, but of this 
lit�le _is _t!_iought when from the ship in 
jeopardy it is cast into the sea. 

So it is witn ChrisCthe·-saviour. The 
troubled soul, finding all other expedients in 
vain, gladly avails himself of God's salvation, 
and for the moment it may be thinks little 
of all ·that' which·-,vas ,vrouglit on the cross 
in order that his .need might be met. But 
little by little he learns to appreciate that 
through which the Son -Of God has gone 
that peace and joy might be his portion. 

The sea:-qian's anchors may drag, owing to 
the fury of the gale, and thus it is that the 
shore is ofttimes strewn with the wreckage of 
some noble vessel. 

But. 
, "· Secure within the veil, 

Christ- is our anchor strong ;
While pow'r supreme, and love divine, 

Still guide us safe along," 

Our anchor ·can never drag. We ·may in 
safety depend upon Him: to whom all power 
is given� and who now .,sits' at the !ight hand 
of the Majesty on high. 
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THE SECRET OF A HAPPY LIFE, 

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS TO THE YOUNG. 

HERE is nothing children seem 
to like to hear better than a 
secret. 

Now. I am going to tell you 
something that is known to very 

few, so it is a great secret. It is the secret 
of a happy life. 

Most of the people I see day by day shew 
me by their faces and their words that they 
do not know my secret, they are not really 
happy. 

\Vhere shall we turn to find the way to 
spend a truly happy life?- It is the Bible, 
the book of God, that will tell' us. But God 
used a great many people in writing His 
book. Moses, Jeremiah, Paul, John, and 
others. Which of them shall tell us about 
our secret to-day? We will go to Moses, 
who lived � 20 years and never became feeble 
with age. 

\Vhere is our secret told in Moses' writings ? 
\Vhat did he write ? 

" Genesis." 
It is not there. 
"Exodus." 
No. 
" Leviticus." 
No. 
"Numbers." 
No. 
·" Deuteronomy."
No. What else did Moses write? I see

I must tell you. Find Psalm xc. y OU will 
see it is called in the heading, "A prayer of 
Moses the man of God," and those headings 
that are printed in Roman type are part of 
God's word, but the headings in italics are not. 

Let us read verse 14: "0 satisfy us early 
with Thy mercy; that we may rejoice and 
be glad all our days." Here is the secret of 
a happy life. 

God's mercy in this Psalm means His 
lovingkindness. Everyone here knows that 
God is full of love and kindness, but I ask 
each c;>f you, Do you know God's mercy to 

yourself? I. will tell you how I know it to 
myself. 

I was guilty of doing many wrong things, 
which must have sent me to hell, if I got 
what I deserved. But then I learnt that 
God had been so rich in mercy to me that 
He had sent His Son, the Lord Jesus, to 
die on the cross and be the propitiation for 
my sins, so that God could take all my sins 
away. By this I know God is kind to me, 
and again I ask, Do you know His loving
kindness? 

Perhaps you have never thought much 
about your sins. God has thought about 
them though, and unless you come in Christ's 
name and tell Him about them now, He 
will have to remember them against you in 
righteousness at the day of judgment. 

If you confess them to Him now, you 
will find, as I did, how kind He is, and how 
righteous to put them all away through Jesus' 
sacrifice. 

The little word "early" in our text re
minds us that if we do not come to Him 
while we are young we cannot have a joyous 
life, because the happy part of life does not 
begin till we come to Him, and so all the 
time before is really spoilt and wasted. 

Notice too Moses does not merely say 
"Make us know Thy mercy," but "Satisfy 
us . .. with Thy mercy.". There are many 
believing boys and girls who know God's 
lovingkindness to them in putting away their 
sins, but who are not happy, because they 
are always wanting something that they have 
not got. Perhaps a boy would like a better 
situation, or a girl wishes for a finer dress, 
and so they are not satisfied, and cannot be 
happy. Now God's lovingkindness is so 
wonderful that if we only knew more about 
it it would make us always so happy that we 
should not long after anything else. 

A little girl I know had a doll, of which 
she was very fond, and one day her mother 
wanted her to give this doll to a poor child 
that had come to the house. The little girl 
did not like to part with her doll ; so her 
,mother took her to a drawer, and opening it, 
showed her a much better doll, which she 
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intended rto· give her on her birthday in a 
few days. :Then her mother asked her again 
if she would give:away .her old doll, and she 
was quite ready to part with it now she had· 
seen the .better one. 

This is how it should. be with us. God 
shows us the wonderful things which . He 
has given us tha� we may not trouble after 
the poor things of this world. We have 
something better. 

Now I want to ask you, Are you satisfied 
with the Lord Jesus, or are you planning 
out pleasure for yourself, and longing for 
some change? Oh, confess it to the Lord if 
He does not satisfy you, for if only you knew 
Him better you would be satisfied with Hirn. 

· Let us see how Moses proved the truth of
our verse. You will all recollect that he was 
found on the river by the king's daughter, 
and given back to his mother to nurse till 
he should be old enough to leave her and 
go to live in the palace. 

Moses' parents believed in the true God, 
so we are told in Heb. xi. 2 3 ; and they must 
have been very anxious that Moses should 
learn to know Him before he had to go to 
the palace, where only idols were worshipped. 
So we are very wishful that you should learn 
to know the Lord Jesus now, before you have
to go out into the great ·world· around you.
But Moses' parents could not tell him that 
Jestis had died to save him. They could 
only tell him (if he remained long enough 
with them) that .God had promised to save 
the poor Israelites from their slavery in 
Egypt, and to give them a land of their own ; 
and when he had grown up and become a 
great man in the palace (Stephen tells us, in 

· Acts vii., tliat he was a learned man, an
e'loquent man, and a valiant man) he "refused
to be calleq the son of Pharaoh's dau$hter,"
and gave up his place as a prince· to be' in 
company with the people of God. · 

Why did. Moses do this? He had. to 
choose · between two · things - "to suffer 
affliction with the people of· God " ; tli�t, is, 
to join the· poor Israelites in their cruel 
bondage, or t9 ·enjoy in Pharaoh's· palace 
"the pleasures of sin for a se'ason." He 

chose the affliction, ' 1 esteeming the reproach 
of Ch]iist greater riches than the treasures 
in Egypt";· that is, he thought he was better 
·off, if he were laughed at by his companions
for belonging to these wretched Hebrew
slaves, than if he were the richest, wisest,
mightiest man in Egypt.

What were the scales he used to weigh his
prospects?

On one side were 
The pleasures of sin. 
The treasures of Egypt. 

On the other side was 
Affliction· with the people of God. 
The reproach of Christ. 
The recompence of the reward. 

Which weighed the most in Moses' eyes ? 
The latter. Why ? Because of that "re
compence" at the bottom· of the scale. 
Mo�es doubtless remembered his mother's 
lessons, and thought of the reward God 
always gave, to those who haq. faith in Him, 
and he decided to share in the affliction 
and reproach of God's people. But, ,strange 
to say, the people for whom he had given up 
his high place in the pa1ace refused to have 
anything. to do with him, and ·he had to flee 
to Midian, where he spent forty long years. 

Ah, Moses, have you not made a mistake? 
Think of the influence you might have used 
to lighten the burdens of God's people if 
you had stayed in the palace, and now they 
are groaning under the cruel taskmasters, and 
-you cannot help them. No, no one ever
makes a mistake who gives up anything for
Christ. This same Moses, Stephen tells us,
God sent to deliver His people, and to lead
them through the wilderness to .the borders
of Canaan.· He could not have done this if
he had stayed in the· palace.
· Now ·was not Moses' life' a happy one?
·He tells us as much in, our text, " That we
·may rejoice and be·gfad all our days." Even
the forty years in Midian ? Yes, " all our
days." When God gives He gives freely,
.with both hands as it were. So it says,
,"Rejoice" one. hand, and "Be glad" the 
other. · · 

Now may each qne of you get so satisfied 
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with Jesus while you are young that when you have to choose, like Moses, between Christ and the world, you may, like him, give up whatever may be in the way for Christ, and then you will, like Moses, know the secret of a happy life. God grant it to each one of you for Christ's sake. 
THEO. R. 

GREASE YOUR WHEELS, 

A WORD TO YOUNG BELIEVERS. 

FEW mornings ago I saw a carter doing something from which young believers, and perhaps old ones too, may take a lesson. He was later than usual that morning in starting on his journey, which I knew would be an exceptionally long one; yet he began to take off the wheels of his vehicle, and to carefully grease them. "Well," thought I, "what a wise man he is ! What a lot of time and trouble it will save him, just spending an extra five minutes or so on those wheels this morning ! " . That evening he returned home much earlier than usual, although he had quite a heavy load. The little grease h�d done its work. It was not much in itself, but it did 

wheel,· you" fired" with the friction for wantof a little grease. You were a .complete failure that day, and were ashamed as you thought of how little you had been like Jesus, your meek and lowly Master. You confessed it :all to Him, did you not? Yes. Did He upbraid you as you had upbraided others ? � o. He was very gentle with you, though very faithful too, for He pointed out the root of the failure. You had not gone well bec;ause you had not startedwell. We need a ·good �tart. A good start is a great thing in _any race. It is not every
thing, but it is a great th�ng. See to it then, dear young fellow-believer, that you commence the day with God, with prayer and reading of the Word. It is said of the Lord Jesus in Mark's gospel, where He shines as the perfect Servant, "And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed." ( Chap. i. 35.) What an example for us ! Though "over all, God blessed for ever," yet He passed through this world as a. dependent
man. May we follow more in His blessed footsteps. T. M. 

NONE - TO SA VE,

a great deal. Had he not used it he would " ID you hear of the two · boys have had a hard day of it The poor horses who were drowned here a few would have laboured up the hills, and pro- weeks since?" said a woman bably, getting out of temper and whipping in a village on the east coast them, he would have blamed them for his �� to me at the-close of a gospel own neglect. But all this was saved by a preaching. She then explained how it hap
lt"ttle grease.. pened. They had gone out to bathe, and "Well/' you will say, "what is the. appli- got out of their depth, and as there was no cation to us?" . one at hand to save, they met with their Ah! I think there is no need to say death. much; it .speaks for itself. But do you. Thinking over the sad end of these two remember the other day, when you got up lads it spoke to me so late in the morning, that you had no time !r) Of the uncertainty of life.for prayer and reading of the word of God? 2) Of the necessity of being "ready."How everything seemed to go wrong ! First 3) Of there being none to save whenthere was a hitch here, then a hitch there; once the day of grace is over. and at last you got impatient and angry with Dear children, are you·ready. should Christ everything and ·ev�rybody. · Like a dry cart return or death co.me? P. W. D. 





ARTICLES containing Words of Warning to the Unconverted, Peace-speaking Messages to the Anxious, 
Narratives of Conversions, and Expositions of Scripture suitable for the help and encouragement 

of those already saved, · will be welcomed. Short, pointed articles are the best. Contributions should 
be sent to INGLIS FLEMING, 

12, ST. JOHN'S CHURCH ROAD, FOLKESTONH.. 

QUESTIONS FOR NOVEMBER. 
For Readers under Twelve. 

"COME." 
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SCATTERED SEED. 
to turn to that epistle. There he read until 

A STREET CONJUROR'S CONVERSION, he came to the words 
" KNOW YE NOT THAT THE UNRIGHTEOUS 

R
T was in the kitchen of a common SHALL' NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM 01' GoD? 
lopging-house in Sheffield that a "Be not deceived: neither fornicators, 
little company were gathered' nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
around the fire one Sunday.· nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 

Degradation seemed to mark them all.; nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
Destruction and misery were in their ways, I nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit 
and the way of truth they knew not. : the kingdom of God." (Chap. vi. 9, ro.) 

But one in that necessitous throng was to The arrows of God penetrated his con-
be emancipated from the yoke of sin's slavery, science. By the hammer of the word he 
and brought into the light and love and was broken to pieces, and he sank down 
liberty of the glorious gospel of Christ. upon his knees. He could not pray, but 

Among the number there was a quack was in a fearful state; as he. himself said, he 
doctor who, pushing his chair back and was "something like the Philippian jailor at 
drawing his pack towards him, began turning the midnight hour, but unlike him also. 
over the papers with which he covered his He had someone that spake unto him the 
pill-boxes. word of the Lord, but there was not a soul 

Next to him there was sitting a young. in the lodging-house who knew anything 
man-Robert Craig by name-a brace-maker about spiritual things." 
by trade, but who for well-nigh two years Shortly after he removed from Sheffield to 
had figured as a street conjuror, and was , Manchester, and there, under the teaching 
sinking lower and lower in the pit of· of an earnest Christian, he was enabled to 
oorruption. He, seeing something glittering see that the work of Christ upon the cross 
among the quack doctor's papers, asked, out was completed, that He had come into the 
0f mere curiosity, "-What 's that?" world to save sinners, and had accomplished 

"Only a little Testament I bought at all that was required. He believed the faithful 
Nottingham for fourpence," he replied. saying, and could rejoice in the salvation 

"Fourpence?" which is in Christ Jesus. 
"Yes, only fourpence." Returning to his former trade he now 
"I '11 give you fourpence for it." ' diligently followed it, and maintained himself 
".Well, you can have it; it 's no use to' honestly. Not only did he adorn the doctrine 

me." of God his Saviour by a blameless life, but 
Thus it was the Word of- life changed he became also an earnest advocate of the 

_ han?s, and the �ew owner of the little book, truth to others, preaching the precious
!eavmg t�e �reside, hastened to the top r<?om message of salvation to his fellows, and 
m the bmldmg·and began to scan the precious seeking to win them as he himself had been 
pages, which he had not looked upon for won- ' 
fourteen years. " From the paths of folly and shame and sin."In his early days. he had attended a 
meeting of Christians where part of the It was -in the year 1849 that he had made 
epistle to the Corinthians was usually .read' .the investment of fourpence in thy little 
,before they partook of the Lord's Supper. Testament which, used by the Holy Spirit, 

Possibly it was this,which led the conjuror was to effect such a change in his spiritual 
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condition, and for thirty-six years he lived to 
witness to the surpassing grace of God which 
had called him from darkness into His 
marvellous light. 

The Scriptures are still able to make wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. 

They warn of soon coming judgment. 
They declare the truth of the sinner's 
conditi'on. They expose his sin now that 
it may not, if he repent, have to be exposed 
in a coming day of. judgment. For they 
make known the wondrous grace of God, 
which has led Him to provide an all-sufficient 
ransom in the precious blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son. This avails for fullest salvation, 
but this alone. 

Robert Craig learned that his iniquities 
would for ever have closed the door of the 
kingdom of God against him had not the 
Son of God suffered for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to God. 

FOUR DAYS, 

LEV. :xvi. 30; 2 CoR. vi. I ; EPH. iv. 30; AcTS xvii. 31. 

R
N these scriptures we find mention 
made of four days, or periods of 
time, all of them being of differ
ent duration. They are 

I. The day of atonement.
2. The day of salvation.
3. The day of redemption.
4. The day of judgment.

The first, the day of atonement, occurred 
once a year. 

The tenth day of the•seventh month must 
have been a solemn time in Israel's history. 
Of that day it was written, Then "shall 
the priest make an atonement for you, to 
cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all 
your sins before the Lord." For the true 
fulfilment of this day we must journey to 
Calvary and to what was enacted there more 
than eighteen centuries ago. To the holy, 
spotless Lamb of God-Jesus-suffering 
and drinking the bitter cup of God's 

righteous ""judgment against sin. To those 
three hours of mid-day darkness, when the 
only One who had fully, and always, glorified 
God was forsaken by Him, He who knew 
no sin, having been made sin, and also bear
ing sins in His own body there. Terrible 
indeed to the blessed Son of God was 
that day of atonement. But atonement 
was then made once for all, never to be 
repeated. That day for the Israelites recurred 
year by year, because the blood of bulls and 
goats could not put away sin. Christ's one 
sacrifice can never be repeated. Its value is 
infinite. His blood purges the conscience. 
His sacrifice perfects for ever.

THE DAY OF SALVATION 

is that in which, thank God, we live. 
My reader, if unsaved, has yet opportunity 

of receiving the blessing. This day has 
lasted already well-nigh nineteen hundred 
years. Thousands and tens of thousands 
have been brought to God. "\-Vill you not 
add one more to the happy multitude? 
God is not willing that any should perish. 
He would have a11 come to repentance; and 
for this He is long:sµff ering. Shall His 1 

patience and grace be all in vain in your 
case? 

Sureiy the blessed God is in earnest for 
your salvation. He has given His only 
begotten Son. He spared Him not, but 
delivered Him up, and, as we have seen, 
forsook Him, bruised Him, put Him to 
grief, that the day of salvation might run 
its course, and that a way might be open 
for all to come. Now there is proffered 
full and free forgiveness, to every one that 
believeth in the Lord Jesus Christ. Taste 
then and see that the Lord is gracious. 
Believe the testimony of God. Man's bad
ness is complete, but God's goodness is 
complete as well. Own now the former, 
believe now the latter. Do not be afraid of 
confessing your lost, guilty, hell-deserving 
condition, but be like David of old, who 
said, "I acknowledged my sin unto Thee, 
and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, 
I will confess my transgressions unto the 
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Lord; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of waiting for that moment which shall usher 
my sin." Do thus, dear reader, and blessing you into a state of eternal blessedness; or, 
shall be immediately thine, for now is the dreadful alternative, you are in the condition 
day of salvation. Then you will come in of those who are fast hurrying on to that 
for the privilege of the third day, to which I moment which must settle for eternity their 
am about to refer,, and miss the terrors of destiny, and consign them beyond the reach 
the fourth and last. of hope-to the region of outer darkness-

The third, then, is the glorious where there is weeping and wailing and 
DAY OF REDEMPTION, gnashing of teeth ! 

, We woµld press upon you the word ofnow so near at hand, when the bodie,s of c.all God to Israel of old, "Thus saith the Lordbelievers shall share the glorious results of of hosts; Consider your ways." (Haggai i. '5-)Christ's accomplished work, and'be changed Most surely you are rapidly advancing on the
and fashioned like tinto ::flis gloriqµs body. journey of life, and how near you may be to 
He is the Firstfruits, the First Begotten from its close who can tell? 
among the dead; the sample sheaf for God's Oh that my dear reader, if unprepared 
garner. What a day of triumph for Christ, for the end of the journey, may indeed 
when He shall see of the travail of His soul pause, and think seriously on that import�nt 
and be satisfied, when all His own shall be future. 
presented faultless before the presence of The end may be near. But, near or 
His glory with exceeding joy. The remote, what can be more certain, what can 

DAY OF JUDGMENT be more solemn, what can be more thy 
will soon after be ushered in when the un- immediate concern, than thine own eternity? 
believing, unrepentant, wicked: and rebellious vyhere is it t� be spen_t, and with whom ? 
will meet their just condemnation. "Ven-, Amidst the bnght glones of heaven, or 
geance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord." the dark miseries of hell? In the Father's 
Truly it is an awful thing to fall into the: house, at the Saviour's sid�, with all the 
hands of the living God. : saved from every land, and with all the holy 

Be warned, my reader. _Flee now to Jesus, �ngels wh? never sinned? Or, a�ful though�, 
the Only Shelter (rom the wrath to come. m the pnson-house of hell, with the devil --

C. E. w. and his angels, and all the impenitent wicked

SAVED OR LOST ? 

B
EAR READER, let me affection

ately ask your serious attention 
to the question which is presented 
to you above. 

Though very short, yet the importance of· 
it cannot be over-estimated. 

Under one or- other of the terms you 
must certainly find yourself, and your eternal 
happiness or misery depends on which it is. 

Believe me, there is no possible escape 
out of one or the other of these two 
conditions. There is no neutral ground 
upon which you can place your feet. 

Either you are SAVED, and, therefore, 

of every age? Oh! what an eternity of 
misery this must be ! The very thought of 
it is overwhelming. Now, we may forget 
our sorrow, or even our misery, for a little 
while, in welcome sleep; but there will be 
no sleep in hell. Now, we may find a quiet 
corner and weep alone, and find relief in 
solitude ; but no quiet, no solitude, no relief 
will ever be found there. The eyes that are 
distressed at every sight shall never be 
closed-the ear that is assailed with_ blas
phemies on every side, shall never grow dull 
of hearing-the weary soul shall never find 
one moment's rest. All hope shall flee away, 
and dark despair shall complete its awful 
work. 

But epough, enough. I forbear. Bless 
God, the door of repentance . and salvatioI} 



i44 SCATTERED SEEll� is open-wide open-open for • thee; my Remember; :then, oh; my , reader, th-at reader; yes, open for thyself. Wilt thou not although• every qualification · and advantage turn to Jesus now? \Vilt thou n'ot flee to · here mentioned most truthfully applied· fo Him now while thy sad case is before thee, thee, thou art still LOST , if not a believer ih and all the solemn realities of the future are Jesus -Christ. Nothing short of His blood pressing on thy mind? Yes, do, we beseech can cleanse thy· sins away. We are saved thee. Stay not till thou hast finished this through faith in the blood of Christ, which paper. As thou art, where thou art, lift up cleanses us from all sin:. SAVED ! yes, saved thy heart to Jesus. "Come unto Me . . . .. -saved with God's great salvation. All I will give you rest," are His own words of blessing is included in the one word SAVED. tenderest love and richest grac�. "Him that Eternal life, pardon, justification, sanctificofneth to Me," He says, "I will in no wise cation, reconciliation, adoption into God's cast- out." Thou canst never be more fit to family, acc'eptanc� in the Beloved, the income, or more wekome to thy Saviour, than dwelling of the Holy Spirit, standing in grace, now ; and never more welcome to the waiting fox: glory. Father's arms, the Father's house, the May this wealthy portion be thine, dear Father's sweetest welcome there. His joy reader-and the wealthy portion of all who and delight in • receiving the prodigal is a read these p�ges ! Amen. C. H. M.thousand times greater than the prodigal's iri · being received. What wondrous grace· and 
"ALL so NEW,H 

love! What wondrous long-suffering and mercy ! His name alone have all the praise! It is difficult-more than difficult-for ___ Y DEAR BROTHER,-! am now either writer or preacher fully to realize the · · rejoicing in the knowledge force of these two words-: "SAVED- my sins are for ever gone in the LOST." All that is solemn, weighty, im- ' sight of God. I never knew howportant-all that is blessed or miserable, both simple the gospel was before, and never took for time and eternity, to the immortal soul, God at His worq.; but I believe Him now, is included in these words. Were every and have peace with.Him. Not on account reader of thes·e pages, and every hearer of of. any·.µi�rit of my own ; not because I feel the gospel, to be described 3:ccording to good; not because I shall.pot sin any more; truth, these two words would suffice for all. ; nor because I love God ; but because I There is no third class, no middle ground, in believe His word, which says, "Christ died Scripture� Hence we read that "the Son of for the ungodly" (Rom. v. 6) ; and again, man is come to seek and to save that which "Who was delivered for our offences, and was LOST." Those who believe in Him are was raised again for our justification." (Rom. saved; those who believe ·not are lost. Not iv. ·24, -25.)finally or everlastingly lost, of course, while I never understood how much the resurrechere ; but lost under the guilt and condem- · tion of our Lord had to do with our peace nation of sin, and too commonly, alas! lost to with God. I always thought God would be all proper sense of the consequences of sin. merciful to a sinner for Christ's sake, and As one has forcibly said, "Young, brave, might in mercy receive me at the last, if I polite, intelligent, but LOST I Beautiful, tried to love Him; but now I- see my error. amiable, 'honoured, beloved, but LOST ! All mankind have. sinned against God,.and Wealthy, idolized, caressed, flattered, but· God could never overlook one sin, or abate LOST! Serious, courteous, moral, affectionate, the punishment due to any one sin; so He ·but LOST ! Discreet, benevolent, educated, planned to give His own Son, and it says,a church-goer, but LOST!" "God sent •.. His Son." That.was the wonder-



SCATTERED SE.ED. ful mercy and love of God in giving His Son : of faith in it,· and when the stormy season to di'e. And when on the cross J e�ms bore the I of the year came round he went to spend judgment due to our sins, He bore it fully, a few days in· it to see how well it withnothing was abated; for God could not pass stood the storm. But, alas! his confidence over any sin. God forsook His Son on the was misplaced. A terrible gale arose, and cross because He was covered with our sins ; both building and builder were swept away. but when the judgment was all borne, Jesus Winstanley's faith was wrong because it died, and God raised Him as a witness and rested in ·an insufficient and unworthy object. receipt, as it were, that the debt we had In like manner, if your faith rest in anyincurred was discharged, so that is why thing less than the atoning _work of the.Lord Christ "was raised again for our justification." Jesus, if it have any other object than the Son Vl-e are cleared now. God could not impute of God, it is the wrong kind of faith. Right one sin to a believer, because all were laid , faith is faith in the right person. Can you on· Jesus. He bore the punishment due to look up to the throne of God to the perfect, us. - Our sins are not on Jesus now, because loving Saviour, who is _there crowned with He is risen and at God's -right hand. I never glory and honour, and say, " Lord Jesus, understood it before, dear brother; but now Thou art worthy of all the confidence of my I do, and I have peace, because we have poor heart? I cannot trust myself, my only to believe God. Our works could not feelings, or my faith; but I can, and do, make us fit to receive pardon; our need of a trust Thee for my salvation." This is the --Saviour does. · · faith that saves. "Whosoever believeth in Then so many blessed truths follow- Him shall receive remission of sins." (Acts those who believe are "in Christ"; God x. 43.) looks at Christ, not at the sinner, and is Perhaps my reader is a disciple, " but sat�sfied, for Christ has undertaken our secreily for fear of the Jews." You have responsibilities. I am not afraid to die now. never come out openly on the Lord's side It is all so new to me, but such good news, and confessed His blessed name. Am I and so simple. I wonder I never believed not right in saying that· you are not very before and trusted Christ; but I always happy? You cannot enjoy the world, and thought it was only for good people, not you have not the joy of salvation: The fact knowing that the vilest may com� and trust is, you are sailing under false colours. For Christ, and be saved. fear of reproach or of ridicule you are hiding We are so happy now; it is like a new life your light under a bushel. An honest man , to us. Your affectionate sister, would not care to go about in the guise of a A. C. E. C. thief or a murderer, then why should a child 
RIGHT AND WRONG FAITH, , -� M �NG the many ,difficulties which tro':1ble anxious souls, not the least 1s the harassing doubt that perhaps they have not 

. THE RIGHT KIND OF FAITH, · Let me give you an illustration of. the wrongkind of faith. Many years ago an engineer named Winstanley co�structed a lighthouse on the Eddystone reef. He had a great deal 

of God continue to go about leaving every� body to suppose that he is a poor, Christless worldling? If you have taken the shilling, �et on the regimentals and take your place m t�e ranks along with the rest of thesoldiers of Jesus Christ. The confessionof the. mouth occupies a very prominentplace m "the word of faith, which wepreach"; for �t is wri�ten, "That if thou shalt 
CONFESS WITH THY MOUTH the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart. that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." (Rom. x. 9.) 
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Jesus is Lord of all; but, alas ! the great 
majority deny the Lord that bought them. 
They neither bow. to Him in their heart, nor 
confess Him with their mouths. Such will 
have to bow in an awful day .that is coming, 
but the believer bows now. Each believer 
in Jesus prostrates himself before that only 
Saviour, and cries, "My Lord and my God." 
The language• of his heart;is : 

" I love .to own, Lord Jesus, 
Thy claims o'er me divine; 

Bought with Thy blood most·pre�ious, 
Whose can I be but Thine?" 

He then becomes a confessor of the Lord 
Jesus in the world that rejected Him. It is 
a glorious moment in the soul's history 
when a believer comes out in c.onfession of 
Christ. Joseph of Arimathrea had been a 
secret disciple,< put' the moment arrived when 
he· became a public confessor of the Lord 
Jesus. When he "went - in boldly unto 
Pilate, and· craved the body of Jesus," .it 
was as much as · to say, "Pilate, you 
sentenced Hi:rp to death. Priests, you hated 
Him, and thirsted for His blood. People, 
you hailed Him with cries of execration to 
the cross ; but I love and: honour the One 
whom · you despise and reject." See him 
facing all the· tide of popular opinion ai:id 
religious prejudice at a moment when 1�s 
waves were lashed into fury by Satan�c 
power ! Look at him until your soul 1s 
captivat�d by · the sight ! . A man true
enough and bold enough to tell the whole
world that he loved and honoured Jesus
the · dead, despised,. and dishonoured Man
on the cros5:-! Glorious,.testimony ! · Noble
-confessor ! Go tlwu -and· do likewise I 
Never be ashamed· to confess witb. your
mouth that Jesus is· your Lord. ,Nail your
colours to the mast, and let· it be -plainly
-known whose· side you are on. 'It may
bring you ridicule and· reproach, but think
of the recompense. T,he�e . is a crowning
day coming, in which your present"reproach
-fot Christ will be your greatest honnur; and
-even here you will gave inward joy that
.-�ilt :r;nQr,e than �ompensate for it all.

On the other hand, there is an awful 
solemnity about the fact that the " fearful·" 
are put first on the list of those who are to 
be cast into the lake of fire. (Rev. xxi. 8.) 
The cowards who do not dare to brave the 
scorn and reproach of a godless world
those who care more for the opinions of meR 
than for the salvation of their souls-those 
who are afraid and asham�d to confess that 
Jesus is their Lord-are classed with mur
derers, whoremongers, idolaters, and all liars, 
in the awful category of .souls lost for ever. 

As a believer on the Son of God, and a 
confessor of the Lo'rd Jesus, I can now tell 
you, in the words of Scripture, "By grace 
ye are saved:" (Eph. ii. 5.) You are a 
member of the company who can say, 
God "hath saved us, and called us with an 
holy calling; not according to our works, but 
according to His own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the world began.'' ( 2 Tim. i. 9.) You have 
now to learn for your soul's joy, and to the 
Saviour's praise, the greatness of the salvation 
which you have in Christ Jesus. 

C.A.C.

SALVATION, II AM. saved by the cross. Well,
I say, and what part had you 
in the cross ? If you are saved 
by the cr�s, the only p�rt you

had' in it was your sins ; your enmity too, 
if ·you like, in putting Him there. But I 
find in the cross a death whicli on the one 
hand clears a'Yay my sins, and on the other 
hand brings me salvation. The whole of it 
is.God's work. All alone between Him and 
God was that work. The darkness was .the 
outward testimoI?,y that He was alone with 
God. His divine power not saving Him 
from the cup, but enabling Him to drink it. 

And then He goes to the Father, - arid the 
world sees Him ·in grace never any more till 
.. He comes to it in judgment. 

J. N. D.

-=--..o�oo.-
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HIDING THE WORD, 

� �-et AMMA," said little Emily, 
coming to her mother's side 

·. ,_ - as she sat reading, " why do
. . you read the Bible so very,-

very often ? "
"I need it, my dear. 'Why do you take

bread and milk so very, very often ? ''
" Mamma, we must take food often, you

know, or else we should die."
"vVhat has God given to you, EJ11ily, and

to me, besides our bodies ? "
" Our souls, mamma. ''

· "What would die without food?"
"Our bodies."
"But I feel that my soul needs food as

well as my body. Now, where am I to find 
that?" 

·"Oh, I ·understand now! We must read
the Bible every day to get food for our souls, 
mamma, just as we take food for our bodies." 

" Quite right. And if you were to refuse 
to take your breakfast and your dinner to
morrow, what would be the reason?" 

" I should be sick or ill." 
"Yes ; and so when we do not care for 

�tudying the holy Word of God, it shows that 
our souls are not in good health. Other 
books may feed our mind and understanding, 
but only the Book of God, or what good 
men have written to explain it, can nourish 
and strengthen the soul. Now, here are two 
verses about this which you may sit down 
apd learn." ·

So Emily ]earned Jeremiah xv. 16-"Thy 
words were found, and I did eat them ; and 
Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing 
of mine heart," and Psalm cxix. 103-" How 
sweet are Thy words unto my taste! yea, 
sweeter than honey to my-mouth!" 

Extracted. 

"THY WORD 

HAVE I HID IN MY HEART1 

THAT 

MIGHT NOT SIN AGAINST THEE,'.' .. 
PSALJ\1 cxix: n. 

SAVED BY HIS CHILD, 

N a day wh�n disobedience to 
parents is manifested so un
blushingly, it is pleasant to find 
here and there bright exceptions 
to this deplorable lack of sub-

jection to God and man. 
One such is recorded in the following 

sweet story of a child's love for her father : 
The little Swiss girl who is the heroine of 

the narrative lived, with her parents, near a 
deep ravine at the base of a noble mountain. 

Not far from their home a huge rock had 
fallen into the ravine, and formed a natural 
bridge leading from one part of the mountain 
to the other. 

The little girl frequently passed over the 
rugged pathway, and it was in connection 
with the rock that she proved her deep 
affection. 

In course of y_ears the mass of rock was 
loosened from its hold, and one day the 
mother, when about to cross, saw that it was 
just on the balance, and seemed ready to 
fall at any moment. She therefore warned 
her child never to seek to pass over that way 
again. 

Now the woman was an earnest believer 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and had often 
spoken to her youthful daughter about Him 
who had "suffered for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to God." 
Until the child saw her need as a sinner she 
cared little for the mother's talks about the 
loving Saviour; but when her conscience 
became a wakened,' and she learned from the 
word of God what she was in His sight, and 
found out by experience the wickedness and 
deceit of her own heart, then she gladly 
gave ear to all that was told her of God's 
blessed provision for the ungodly. Her 
heart rested upon Christ for salvation, and 
believing in His finished work she found 
peace and joy. 

The day following that upon which the 
mother had warned her little one against 
attempting to cross the rock, the father, who 
was not a Christian, told his child that he 
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was going over by it. She said it was not 
safe, but he ridiculed such an idea, telling 
her that he had crossed the rock for many 
years, and that he had no fear of it now. 
Seeing her father intended to go, she re
quested permission to accompany· him. 

As they walked together the child earnestly 
asked him that, if she should die, he would 
meet her in heav·en. He sought to turn her 
from the thought of death, saying that she 
was only a wee thing, and would live many 
years_; but as �he little one begged for a
promise, that m case she should die he 
would be a Christian, he at last gave it 
though unwillingly. 

' 

Arrived at the trembling rock she said, 
"Please, father, stand here a minute," and 
then walking quickly forward she jumped on 
to the rock. She was risking her life in her 
love to her father; nay, she was giving it, for 
the huge mass overbalancing, fell with a 
crash, carrying the little girl with it, and 
crushing her to death. 

Creeping to the edge, the father looked 
upon the wreckage. He thought of all his 
child bad said to him, and then of the pro
mise he had made. He felt he could but 
kneel there and then, and call upon the 
Lord. 

Does not her sacrificing her precious life 
for her parent's sake remind you of a Saviour 
who laid down His life for you 7 

Douptless many loving memories would 
cluster round the fatal spot, and the father's 
eyes would constantly fill with tears, as he 
gazed upon the place where such love had 
been shown to him. 

love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
Anathema Maranatha." 

Let your love be seen, dear young believer,· 
in a life of earnest endeavour to �e agree
able to your Lord. Learn first to show 
piety at home by requiting your parents, 
obeying them in all things, for this is well 
pleasing to the Lord. 

issued. 

A. QUAINT PRAYER.

N the year 1536, during which
that faithful servant of God 
William Tyndale was martyred, 
eight editions of his translation 
of the New Testament ,vere 

The fact that none of them bears the 
name· of the printer, or the locality from 
Which it c�me forth, gives witness to the 
rancour and severity of the persecution, and 
to the secrecy of publication . which the 
violent opposition to the free circulation of 
the Scriptures necessitated. 

A quaint prayer is .to be found in one of ; 
these editions which is worthy of notice. 
It is called 

"A PRAYER TO BE SAYD DAYLY • . 

",T God be in myn heed I And in myn 
vnderstandynge 

. ,T Go� be_ in myn eyen I And in my 
lokynge · · 

,T God be in my mouth I And in my 
spekynge 

,T God be in my hart� I And in my 
thynkynge 

,T God be in myn ende I And my 
departynge." 

' 

Surely the spirit of this supplication may 

And can we think of Calvary's cross of 
shame without our hearts being stirred to 
their ·depths on account of "the grace of 
our Lord. Jesus- Christ, who, .though .fie .was 
rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that we, 
through His poverty, might be rich." 

If that father had had no love for such 
a child's -memq_ry, how base indeed-he would 
have appeared in the eyes of his fellows. 

1 And if any man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, how callous and obdurate his heart 
must be. Our God has said, " If any man 

well fill our hearts. The· desire to glor�f y 
God in whatsoever we do is that which the 
Holy Spirit prompts in every believer. 

" Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye · do, do all to the glory of 
God.11 
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GOOD NEWS FOR Z'HE YOUNG. 

LOVED IN DEATH. THE KNOT UNTIED, 

ESTERDAY two bodies- ARY JEFFERSON was a little 
those of a native woman and girl of ten years old, living with 
girl-were recovered from the her motlier in a pretty house in 
volcanic mud at \Vairoa. At- a country village. Her father, 
tention was first drawn to the Colonel Jefferson, was abroad 

spot by the action of a dog, and on digging with his regiment at the time of which I 
'the ·bodies were found. write, and Mary had just receiv� from him 

" They were identified as those of Mirata a large parcel. It was the first time she· 
and U riti, mother and daughter, the bodies had had a parcel addressed to her in the 
being pre�ty well preserved. It appears that dear familiar handwriting. As it had come 
the girl had been ill for some· time before· so long a disfance it was very securely packed; 
the eruption, and when escaping with her and when her mother looked at the strong, 
mother got tired, and had to rest on the hard knots she said, " Mary dear, I think 
way. you had better let me untie it for you." 

"Though Mirata might have saved herself "Oh, no, mother, I. want to undo it all by 
by leaving her daughter, she did not do so, myself," the child had answered; and so we 
but stayed by her. The sequel is eloquently find her patiently struggling with the hard 
told by the attitude in which the bodies knots, .but with little success. Her mother 
were found-the mother sitting clasping the wisely left her to herself, not even glancing 
girl in her arms for support, while the girl towards her little daughter, when Mary gave 
held close to her breast a copy of the Bible." a great sigh. So another five minutes passed, 

The above is a cutting from a newspaper then a little voice said plaintively, "I can't 
account of the devastating eruptions which do it, mother." Still no reply. Another 
occurred in the northern island of New unsatisfactory tugging at the string, t1:ien 
Zealand in 1886. Mary ran and put her arms round her 

The love of the mother for her daughter, mother's neck, saying, "Mother dear, I 
and the love of the girl for the word of God, really cannot manage to untie those horrid 
were both displayed even in death. knots ; will you please come and do it for 

Surely the parent's love may remind us of me? for I long to see what father has sent 
Christ's love for tis, proved amid all His me." Then her mother kissed her tenderly, 
unspeakable sufferings upon the t_ree-love saying, "My darling, you might have saved 
which the knowledge of all_ that was before yourself all that trouble, if only you had 
Him could not quench ; love which calls for allowed me to do it for you at first as I 
our highest and heartfelt praise. offered." 

· 

And the love of the girl for her precious How many of God's dear children, big 
volume may speak to us of the blessedness and little, are like this little one! First of 
of its peerless-pages. Doubtless its wondrous all, in the matter of their salvation. "I will 
teachings had gladdened her iri sickness, do it myself," says one who imagines that 
and had· been the joy of her youthful days. by dint of hard struggling he will at last 
Thus it was that the poor Maori girl clasped obtain salvation ; but, alas ! like Mary, as 
it to her bosom during her fatal flight. the time goes on, he finds all his trying has 

Those who have eyes to see and hearts to been in vain: the knot is still tied. Then, 
understand prove the word of God to-day as as the years roll on, he too begins to say, 
fresh as ever, and to them-it is better _than· despairingly, "Oh, I can't do it!" Then at ' 
honey, yea and the honeycomb, and more to last comes the gentle, loving voice of Jesus, 
be desired than thousands·of gold and silver.: •" Without Me ye can do nothing. Why 
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have you not asked ME to undertake this 
matter for you ? " Again comes the despair
ing cry, " Lord, please do it for me, for I 
cannot." Then the Saviour answers, in 
tenderest tones, "It is finished." Yes, the 

knot is untied, and as the clouds of darkness 
are folded back by -His dear hand, Jesus, the 
Father's gift, is revealed as your very own 
Saviour who has done it all. 

Dear reader, do vou know anything of 

this in your own life, or are you still struggling 
with the knot ? 

Ceas� this struggling, and put the matter 
into the hands of the mighty One. He 
offers to-day to give you full salvation

HIMSELF your Saviour. Will you 
place your hands in His, and say, 
" Lord Jesus, I have come to an 
end of myself; I just place myself 
in Thy hands, do Thou the work"? 
Then you also will receive the 
gracious answer, "My child, it is 
finished." (Extracted.) 

THE GIFT OF GOD, 

" HE gift of God, the 
gift of God ! " cries 
the Egyptian water
carrier as he wends 
his way with his water 

vessel, bearing the refreshing draught 
' to his thirsty fellows.

A Christian hearing the words 
would scarcely fail to call to mind 
the gracious utterance of our Lord 
at the well of Sychar, how He, the 
Son of God, told the Samaritan 
woman there of the gift of God, 
saying, "If thou knewest the gift of 
God, and who it is that saith to 
thee, Give Me to drink, thou wouldst 
have asked of Him, and He would 
have given thee living water." 

" The gift of God, the gift of 
God!" what blessed words to weary 
workers for salvation who have 
sought long and earnestly for re�t 
and satisfaction. To fi,nd that the 
blessing so coveted is a gift, the gift 
of God; that He whom they so 
dreaded has made Himself known 
as a Giver; that He has given even , 

His Son, His only begotten Son, in order 
that whosoever- believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. Well may 
such tidings fill the heart with gladness. 

Do you know the gift of God, dear chil-
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dren ? Do you know the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Has He bestowed upon you that which He 
alone can-" the living water," the Holy 
Spirit of God ? 

" 

LEFT BEHIND. 

HE harvest is past, the summer 
is ended, and we are not 
saved." 

These words of the prophet 
, Jeremiah, spoken centuries 

ago to Israel, seem appropriate at the present 
time ; for as we write the harvest is passed, 
the summer is ended, and many on every 

. hand are NOT SAVED. 
It seems but a few da;ys• since spring-

, time smiled upon us, but the hot days of 
summer succeeded those of· sprtng. The 
summer has faded away, and autumn too 
has well-nigh gone. The reapers have 
gathered in the harvest, and the swallows, 
knowing their appointed time, have departed. 
All around us death is stamped ; for though 
the trees look beautiful in their fading glories, 
it is but the hand of decay upon them. 

Let us learn a lesson from these things, 
and. take them to heart. "As for man, his 

1 days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so 
he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over 
it, and it is gone ; and the place thereof 
shall know it no more." (Psalm ciii. 15.) 

In the early days of October the writer, 
' walking along a country road, noticed that 

the swallows were gathering together. The 
meaning of their assembling was well known
they were preparing to take their departure 
to sunnier climes. 
· So believers to-day are being gathered
from the world, preparatory to taking their
departure to the realms of light. Mockers
may mock, and scoffers may scoff, but the

, children of God know that dark days are 
, coming, that the winter of judgment for this 

world will soon be here ; but, before the 
black clouds of wrath break with irresistible 
fury upon the ungodly, Christ will have 
gathered His own unto Himself, and taken 

them to that home . of eternal sunshine
the Father's house. 

Shortly after the swallows were missed. 
They had gone, led by a God-given· instinct, 
to a brighter region-gone to escape the 
long winter before us. 

But one morning toward the close· of 
October, to my surprise I observed a singie 
swallow flying about, and lodging here and 
there on the roofs of the cottages. It looked 
so lonely that I could but pity it as it darted 
hither and thither. There it was, left behind, 
perhaps unable to go with the rest, or, it 
may be, held prisoner by some ruthless boy. 
It had stayed till too late, and now was left 
behind to its certain fate-DEATH. 

Reader, let this simple incident teach 
you a lesson ! Would that we could press 
upon you the importance of immediate 
decision for Christ, and the awful con
sequences of delay. _Think not of death
bed repentance; death may seem in the far 
distance, but remember CHRIST HIMSELF IS 
COMING. 

In the parable of the virgins (Matt. xxv. ), 
we are told that when the Bridegroom came, 
they that were ready went in, and the door 
was shut. Christ, the heavenly Bridegroom, 
is at hand ; soon His voice will bid all those 
that are ready to enter into His joy. Are 
you ready? Have you taken your place as 
a sinner, and learnt God's way of preparation? 
Ready you are if washed in the blood of 
Christ, for "the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanse th us from all sin." Otherwise 
you are NOT READY. When Christ comes 
you must be left OUTSIDE, and an endless 
hell must be your portion. 

The closing days of another year are 
entered upon; the harvest is passed, the 
summer is ended, and you are not saved. 
Taking your place as a lost and guilty sinner, 
believe the glad news of salvation. " Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 
" The Son of man ' came' to seek and to 
save that which was LOST." 
· Salvation may be yours as rou read these
lines, if you will accept it, for "Now is the
accepted time; behold, now. is the day of
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salvation." " Believe on • the Lord Jesus 
Christ> 

and thou shalt be saved." 
Delay not, lest the door close and find 

' you not ready. E. E. N. 

A LESSON. AT :GIBRALTAR, 

SCOTCH preacher, who once 
lived on the Rock of Gibraltar, 
tells of a lesson he learned 
during his visit there on the value 
of being in time. He says : 

" I was outside what is called the North 
Front one afternoon, addressing a number 
of soldiers, and after the service the colonel, 
who was a Christian, said to me-

" 'Now you will need to hurry up to the 
gates to get through in time.' 

" I said, ' Will not the guards open the 
gates to the chaplain?' 

"'No, not even to the governor. Once 
the gates are closed, they are not opened till 
next morning; so hurry up.' 

"Two friends were with me, most devoted 
Christian ladies, and as the sun was going 
down we all hastened, and just got through 
in time. The soldiers were standing ready, 
waiting for the firing of the gun from the 
signal station. For you must know that, as 
every morning at sunrise a gun is fired, after 
which the gates are opened, so every evening 
at sunset a gun is fired, and the gates are 
closed. 

" It was delightful to be in time, and to 
feel that all was well. 
. "Suddenly there was .a clamping of feet. 

Up came about a dozen men running, and 
once through, .they gave a great shout as of 
triumph that they had succeeded. Then 
the booming' of the evening gun was heard, 
and at once the ponderous gates were closed, 
but just· as they were shut, up came a 
man seeking and knocking for admission. 
But lt was too late, he could not enter 
then, and with a sad heart he had to turn 
and go away. .. 

" Then came up the words in the parable 
of the ten virgins, 'And the door was shut.' 

'Oh,' I said, 'I shall . tell all my young 
friends to be in time l Seek to get on to 
the Rock long before the sun of your life 
goes down ; for what if you should pro
crastinate and delay until it be too late? 
What if you should be lost? Oh, be in 
time! 'Seek ye the Lord while He may be 
found, call ye upon Him while He is near.' 
' I love them that love Me ; and those that 
seek Me early shall find Me."' 

Thank God the door of blessing is still 
open wide. The work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. has thrown back the portals of salva
tion, and He Himself proclaims to-day-

" I AM THE DOOR: 

by Me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved." 

Enter, my reader; enter now before the 
Master of the house rise up and close to 
that do0r. 

H GOING! GOING! GONE f l' 

0 \V often these words are re
peated by auctioneers at sales, 

<'. the first two being intended to 
intimate to the bystanders that 

�--• the opportunity for purchase will
soon be over, and the last that it has passed 
never to return. 

And does not this rightly describe our 
life, which is but "a vapour, that appeareth 
for a little time, and then vanisheth away?" 

May the following two incidents warn the 
reader that he is "going," and will perhaps 
be "gone" much sooner than he thinks . 

. Mr. A. had attended a temperance meet
ing, and was just speaking when he fell back. 
and was taken up dead. 

Mr. B. was an auctioneer, and was holding 
a sale of cattle when he was seized with a 
stroke of apoplexy, and was "gone" in a 
moment. 

"How sudden," you say. "If unsaved, 
they had no time to prepare." 

But let me remind you, unsaved reader, 
you are going, and that but for God's good
ness in giving you the air you breathe your 
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"going" would. be turned' into "gone." 
God's word declares the "unbelieving ... 
shall have their part in the lake which' 
burneth with fire and brimstone." (Rev. 
xxi. 8.) So you may easily know whither
you are going. Turn to the Saviour then,
ere it be too late.

Fellow-believer, as we rejoice to know 
where we are going�for our Lord has said 
He will come again and receive us unto 
Himself-let ·us remember our· opportunity 
for s�rvice is going also, and He bids us work 
·" while it is called to-day." · P. W. D.

THE LAST CALL 

ERHAPS, my Teader, you have 
_ _ heard it ! It may be that, for 

= �� the very last time in your life, 
you have heard the invitation of 
Jesus, ." Come unto Me;" Never 

more may your ear hear its welcome sound, the 
next moment may be your last on earth, and 
your first in hell! That call-so long, too long, 
slighted-will sound never more. in tender 
tone, entreating the sinner to believe and 
live. All is over, and nought remains but 
self-reproach-the most tormenting-as you 
realise, for the first time, that you trifled 
with God's mercy just once too often ! That 
call-so sweet, so patient, so clear-to have 
been so long despised ! This will be one of 
the bitterest dregs in the cup of woe. It 
is not only that you have sinned against 
Almighty power, and rebelled against divine 
authority, but, alas ! you have closed your 
ear to the call of love ! The last call has 
sounded ! How solemn, how terrible ! Ah, 
what would not that soul in torment give 
could he hear but once the word so · 
common, so well known now ? What would 
the multitudes of the damned give-had 
they aught to give-just to hear the message 
of heaven to earth, "Come "? But no, 
that word can never break the eternal mono
tony of their awful doom. No gospel is 
proGlaimed there. No fountain of the water 

of lif� flows there. No voice of Ii.ope· rings 
its gladsome note there� All is: ov'er J. . No 
Christ, ·no God, no hope, only judgment! 
The .word-'' Come " was intended for earth; 
but not for hell, and therefore their state is 
fixed for ever. 

Certain it is thafthe call is heard· orice for 
the last time. 

· · ·· · · 

Noah preached for a hundred and tw�nty 
years to the people who lived befo�e th� 
flood, but once he preached to them for 
the last time-and. the flood came ! For 
well-nigh nineteen hundred years has the 
gospel of God's infinite grace been pro
claimed far an� wide, but the last pr�clama
tion will come; the evang�list will bend -his 
knee in prayer for blessing on the message 
he is about to preach-for the last time! 
and the ear of the sinner will hear that 
message-for the last time ! Yes, for the 
last time! 

Sin demands speed ; judgment hastens ; 
time flies ; eternity approaches ! Behold that 
great white throne! Listen to the awful sen
tence! ·Ah, soul, flee! flee! A tender bosom 
still bids thee welcome ; the blood of Christ 
still cries for pardon ! . But the Judge is at 
the door-"The coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh!" 

Once more-" Come." 
" Come now, and let us reason together, 

saith the Lord : Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool." (Isa. i. 18.) 

" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 
(Matt. xi. 28.) 

"Life is a fleeting dream, soon 'twill be o'er; 
Tum from its fading joys, wander no more. 
Hark 1 'tis the Saviour's voice, saying to thee, 

' Come unto Me.�" 
J. w. s.

u BEHOLD, I AIYI FOR YOU,"
EzaKl&L xxxvi. 9, 

11 IF GOD BE. FOR US, 

WHO CAN BE AGAINST US?" 
ROM"'NS viii. 31, 
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QUESTIONS FOR DE
(

!EMBER. 
For �eaders under Twelve. 

"GO." 
I, The word "go" is addressed to those charged 

with God's message of mercy to sinners. What are 
the words used? to whom are they addressed? and 
on what occasions? 

4. When the Lord was speaking to Ananias about
Paul the word is used. What does scripture say of 
the inte�iew? 

5. How did Felix use the word? What was Paul
speaking about? What is God's "conveni,ent season" 
for every unsaved s<;>Ul to be saved? 

2. ·When does tlie Lord Jesus Christ use the word ?
and, what does He add, to it? 

. . 

3. The Lord speaks of His "going away." Why 
does_ He say He goes? and to whom does He say He 
ls going2 

6. How is the word used to those who refuse God's·
salvation? 

For Readers of any age. 
BIBLE CITIES. No. 7. 

1. Describe "the city" spoken of by the prophet 5. Is the New Jerusalem a liter�l city? If not,
Ezekiel in connection with the restotation of the Jews. of what is it figurative? Give reasons for your 

2. Describe also the New Jerusalem of the book of • answers.
Revelation. 

3. Show any points of resemblance between the two.
4- Contrast the New Jerusalem with the Babylon

of the Revelation, pointing out any respects in which 
the descriptions are at all parallel; 

6. Name the twelve precious stones connected with
the foundation of the New Jerusalem. The sall!e 
precious stones were in the garden of Eden. Prove. 
They are also mentioned in another connection in the 
Old Testament. Where? 

Ans'wers to Questions should be written clearly and distinctly, and be sent, together with name and 
address, before the last day of the month, to 

E. B, C,
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SCATTERED SEED. 
BEHOLD 1 THE BRIDEGROOM, 

REMARKABLE device met my 
eye as _I walked late on_e e��ning
down the street of a city m the 

. ,vest. 
It was printed in bold letters on the blind 

of a half-glass shop door. 

ETERNITY 

On stopping to inspect this singular an
nouncement more carefully I noti�ed that 
the shop window, which was without shutter 
or blind, contained tracts, books, and- bibles. 
The last' named were all closed, I believe. 

As I continued my way I reflected upon 
what I had seen. A closed door ; there was 
no need to try the handle, the plain word 
stood there upon the door -blind for any 
would-be purchaser to read - "Closed" ; 
and beneath it, within a blue-painted circle, 
that strikingly solemn word "Eternity." 

Very vividly did this bring to mind _the 
door of which we read in the parable of the 
ten virgins - "And the door was shut." 
.(Matt. xxv. ro.) Even this night it may be 
true that "they that were ready" will have 
gone in with the heavenly Bridegroom to the 
marriage, and the door will have· shut them 
in with Him for an eternity of glory and 
blessedness. But the same door that will 
have shut the "ready" in will have shut the 
unready out for an eternity of woe and of 
wailing. 

Now there is an open Bible. Then it will 
be closed. 

Now its truths are preached and published 
far and wide. Then the voice of the faithful 
preacher will be no more heard, and the pens 
of faithful writers will be used no more. 

Now thousands of Christian periodicals 
are spread monthly over the land. Then 
they will cease; for Christian writers, editors, 
publishers will have entered into rest. 

Now the voice of the Saviour calls, "Ho, 
every· one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 
buy, and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and miik 
without money and without price." (Isa. Iv. r.) 
Therz the Judge will say, "Depart from me." 

Delay not,. my reader, 'on your way "to 
buy." "To buy" on these extraordinary 
terms - " without money and without 
price." For while the foolish virgins had 
gone to buy, to obtain by their own works 
of religiousness and self-righteousness that 
which is• "not of works," "not by works of 
righteousness which we have done "-the 
door- was shut. · 

The blessing is given to him that believes, 
and to him alone. It is "to him• that worketh 
not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteous
ness." (Rom. iv. 5.) 

You will never be made "ready" in any 
other way, and while you delay in- vain 
attempts to make yourself so, the Master" of 
the house will rise up and shut to the door. 
(Luke xiii. 25.)" To knock will then 'be of 
no use. The appeal, " Lord, Lord, open• 
unto us!" will be of no avail. His only 
answer will be, " I know you not whence ye 
are." All assertions of your former outward 
profession of Christianity, of your ba,ptism, 
church membership, sacrament taking, Sun
day-school teaching, district visiting, or even 
preaching will then be fruitless. 

"We have eaten and drunk in Thy presence, 
and Thou hast taught in our streets," will only
meet with the solemn, the awful response, 
which will drive all hop.e from its hearers' 
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hearts for ever-" I tell you, I know you not 
whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers 
of iniquity. 1

' (vv. 26, 27.)
"There shall be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, and all the prophets,-in the king
dom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.,, 
(v. 28.) 

"Then eyes that never wept shall weep, 
And those that slept no more shall sleep,;· 

Then lips which never prayed shall pray, 
And tongues confess in that dread day. 

"Then hearts which never felt shall feel, 
And knees which never knelt shall kneel, 

And conscience smite which never smote, 
And memory call up sins remote, 

"Awake ! then wake ! 'Tis not tqo late. 
· Oh, sleepers, now we boldly state,
'Behold, the Bridegroom!' Hark, the cry!

Arouse, repent, believe, or die." 

W. G. B. 

KEEP AWAKE. 

R
FTER the terrible Thorn

.
hill 

Colliery explosion last July, 
which resulted in the loss of 
more than a hundred and thirty 
lives, many earnest efforts were 

made to save the imprisoned miners from 
the effects of the deadly "after damp." 

One of the eight or nine survivors has 
narrated his experiences during the darkness 
of the dreary hours passed amid his dead 
and dying fellow-workmen. 
. "All oµr lights," he says, "had gone out, 

and it was pitch - dark. I thought at first 
that I was the only man left alive, but at 
times I could hear a man in front of me 
groaning. I knew that if I fell asleep I was 
lost, and so I kept rubbing my eyes to keep 
awake. Sometimes- I ran my trolley back
wards and forwards, but in the darkness I 
came across corpses Jying across the rails, so 
I gave that up. All through the night, and 
during next day, I tried to amuse myself as 
a chi]d would do to keep awake. Sometimes 
I rattled the ring of my _lamp, or whistled to 
keep up my spirits. Then I tried kicking 

my clogs against the sides of the workings, 
and the sound seemed· to cheer me. I 
played with the wheels of my trolley. \Vhen
I lay still I could hear nothing except a 
moan now and then �oming through the 
darkness. I lost all count -of time. I did 
not know whether I had been there two days 
or a week when I heat'd voices, and guessed 
it was an exploring party. I rode on my 
trolley till I carrie to a dead body, then left 
it and ·crept fonvard. I crept over several 
dead bodies, I don't know how many, and at 

. last I saw a light. I can't tell you what a 
· feeling came over me when I saw it. I have
·a wife and six children depending on me. I
crawled forward as well as I could, and came
up to two of the exploring party, and they -
took me to the bottom of the shaft, and so
home/'

,Vhen many aroun_d him were succumbing
to the deadly gas his safety depended upon
keeping awake. Well, he knew that to sleep
was to die. Once in the power of the in
visible toe he would have swooned and slept
and died.

Art thou awake, my reader ? Art thou
alive to thy peril? The deadly gases of·
infidelity float around us. Multitudes are
succumbing to their poison. Believing the
lie of the arch-deceiver, the devil, they think
all is "peace, peace, when there is no peace,"
and, folding their hands, they slumber and
sleep the sleep of death and damnation.

May God preserve thee from this deadly
drowsiness which overcomes such multitudes. �The cleceiver of the whole world woula use �
his de'ceits .as drugs wherewith to lull thee i
into quiescence. Beware of his laudanum.
Give good heed to things eternal, and let
not -the last hours of the day of salvation
run their course before you flee for refuge to
the Saviour. Even now there is salvation for
"whosoever will," but the long-�uffering of
our God will reach its close;· His mercy will
give way for His righteous judgment, which
is His strange work.

How gladdening the light of the miner's
lamp, glimmering amid the blackness of his
prison, was to the entombed miner who shall
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declare ! It spoke to him of deliverance. 
Others had gone with their lives in their 
hands to seek to save their fellows, and by 
them he was brought to the shaft, and so at 
length reached his home and his loved ones. 

Thus the glad gospel sheds its cheering 
rays into the darkness of man's world. 
Make for the light, my reader. Let nothing 
detain you ; your everlasting welfare is at 
stake ; your soul hangs in the balance. 

Christ has come into the scene of our ruin 
to meet us in all our deep need, and there is 
fullest forgiveness and happiest liberty for all 
who come to Him. 

Beware of procrastination. It is the little 
sleep, the little slumber, of which you have 
to take heed ; for this it is which sooner or 
later leads to irretrievable destruction. 

ETERNITY, 

A CLOSING APPEAL. 

NOTHER year draws rapidly to 
its close. Soon we shall have 
completed one more chapter of 
the wonderful history of a life 

known only to God and to ourselves. But 
whilst we ,cannot refrain from thus looking 
back, we beg of you, dear reader, to carefully• 
consider what is before you. The end of a 
period of time may remind us that we are 
fast approaching eternity. We may well 
adopt the .prophet's cry, and ask, "Watch
man, what of the night? Watchman, what 
of the night?" (Isaiah xxi. 11.) How short 
yet clear and decided is the reply, "The 
watchman said, The morning cometh, and 
also the night." (v. 12.) Let us consider 
this momentous subject in connection with 
this remarkable answer. 

" THE MORNING COMETH." 

What cheering news are these, dear fellow
believer. The New Year may usher in that 
morning which shall never end, the eternal 
day to which there shall be no night. 

Our brief journey will soon be ended, our 
sorrow over and suffering passed, and we 

shall be in the Father's house, in the likeness 
of our precious ·saviour, for ever with Him
self. The trials and vicissitudes of the night 
of His absence will be forgotten, or, if 
remembered, it will only be that we may 
adore Him the more for His matchless 
grace. 

"The morning cometh." Already we can, 
as it were, trace on the dark horizon the 
first streak of light that tells of the glorious 
dawning; our ears would be _open for the 
first sound of His blessed voice, and we 
would have our lamps trimmed and loins 
girt, just ready to go forth and meet-Himself. 

"ALSO THE NIGHT." 

How gloomy to most is the thought of 
night. When it ·closes over us we retire to 
rest and forget the darkness in slumber. 

But what an awful night will be the long, 
dark eternity of the lost. There will be no 
slumber there. So great and terrible will be 
the anguish, that slumber will be unknown. 

"I am tormented in this flame," was the 
testimony of a man who lifted up his eyes in 
hell, "being in torment " ; yet not one drop 
of water could he get to cool his parched 
tongue. (See end of Luke xvi.) Outside 
the region of hope, and beyond the reach of 
mercy, he must spend the long, dark night 
of eternity. What a picture ! Neither angel, 
prophet, apostle, nor any -mere man could 
describe it aright; but the Son of God Him
self drew aside the veil to give us one glimpse 
of the night of eternity, in order that we 
might shun its dread reality. 

Now, dear reader, what shall be your

eternal portion ? 
WHERE WILL YOU SPEND ETERNITY?

It must be either in the "morning" or in 
the "night." 

The joy of the morning never ends ; it 1s 
sweetly summed up in the short sentence, 
"For ever with the Lord." 

The sorrow of the night can know no 
cessation ; " the smoke of their torment 
ascendeth up for ever and ever." 

How feeble is our conception of eternity ! 
Our oldest reader looks back over life and 
remarks, "How quickly the years have 
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gone," but we cannot thus measure· eternity. 
Could• we count every drop of water in the 
mighty ocean, and let each drop represent 
a million years, we could not imagine the 
length ·of time- we tshould h�ve ; yet even 
then eternity would only have commenced. 
Reader, where '".iU yo11, spend eter1;1�ty? 
,ve cannot close without noticibg· the ¢on
cluding words bf the- watchman's ·brief 
message: "If ye ,vill enquire, enquire -ye: 
return, come." 

It seems as if the Spirit of God- would 
not sound a word of warning without also 
issuing the word · of welcome; and at the 
close of the- ·year 1893, and· in view of
eternity, we would echo the invitation, 
!'.Come." 

The Lord Jesus Christ- Himself invites 
thee. · "Come unto Me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy fa.den, and I will give you 
rest" (Matthew xi. 28), fell from His lips 
when on earth, and one of the last messages 
from Hi"mself in gfory is, " Let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely." (E:ev. xxii .. 17.) 

He woul_d not have thee perish. He 
passed through the night of sorrow that 
sinners might know the morning of eternal 
joy. He died ·to save such as thee. · He 
lives to bless, and though thou ·hast with
stood Him so long, still, before He rises to 
shut the door, in tones of tenderest love He 
bids thee " Come." 

He knows thy need, and He alone qm 
meet it. Come then as thou art, guilty, vile; 
and _undone, He will save thee and ·satisfy 
thee now, and "pleasures for evermore" 
s�aU. be �hy p�rtion when the morning 
breaks. May God in His infinite grace, by 
His Holy Spirit, giv� thee to close the year 
with Christ. W. B. D. 

"COME NOW, 
AND LET US REASON TOGETHER, 

SAITH THE LORD: 

1 t!Jough you·r sins be as scarlet, they shall
be as white as snow; 

though they be red like cri�son, 
they shall be as wool." 

YOUR HIGHEST INTEREST, II. FEW words, dear reader, about 
· your chief interest. And what is
· that?

· Well, you have, no doubt,
many intere·sts. You have perhaps those of 
your business· or of your family, yet, great 
though· these may be, they are not your 
greatest.' These are only for a time, and it may be 
for a very short time too ! 

Our busin•ess may fail us, or we may fail it. 
Our dearest ones may die and leave us, or we 
may be calleo. to· leave them. It is, therefore, 
absurd to· say that. anything so fragile, or 
short-lived, as is every relationship here, can 
be our· ·chief interest.· Now, it is well to 
remember that " time z's short I '' Yes, dear 
friend, that your time is short I Indeed, 
which of us can tell "w}:iat a day may bring 
forth"? 

'What folly-, therefore, to bestow all our 
time and strength on that which only passes 
away. 

What madness to act as did the millionaire 
merchant; who said that "God Almighty sent 
us into the world only to make money." 
· He · speht his life in money-making and
died immensely rich, but entered eternity
poor!

Oh! how true·is the word: "WHAT SHALL 
IT PROFIT A MAN, IF HE SHALL GAIN THE 
WHOLE WORLD, AND LOSE HIS OWN SOUL?" 
Aye, or ·even- a coi:nparatively small part of 
the world? The _gain of a· few pounds is 
awfully outweighed by the loss of the soul ! 
The poimds·pensh, the soul survives! "WHAT 
SHA.LL A MAN GIVE IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS 
SOUL?" 
· ,vhat? How much? Think ! "Sell it,"

says the �de:1il, "for inoney, or pleasure, or 
fame, or friends,· or aught that you may 
desire''.; but, mark, y�:m will sell it cheap, and 
sell·it to t_he de1<il. 

-Think, reFLder, of your soul bei_ng sold to
Sata11 for a song! The ·very contemplation 
is fearful, but the transaction is done daily ! 
Oh that men would only awake! Oh that 
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they were wise, that they would consider 
their latter end ! Your highest interest lies 
not with your body, bu_t with your soul; not in 
things temporal, but in things eternal. 

Friend, you have a life beyond death. 
You have interests on the other side. Do not 
dream of extinction, or annihilation in the 
grave. 

The grave annihilates none. We read 
that "all that are in the graves shall hear 
His voice, and shall come forth." (See John
v. 28, 29.) . . . 

The resurrection of all is a revealed 
certainty. By it the grave, of every kind, 
shall disgorge its human contents, and neither 
you nor I will be ·excepted. _ . 

And what then? ." Every one of us shall 
give account of hiflJse{f to' God." (Rom. xiv. 12.) 

\Vhich means that you are responsible to 
God, otherwise why give account to Him-? 
But you have failed, have fallen, have sinned. 
Your precious soul is already lost. 

Its salvation, then, i's your highest interest. 
How can you be saved? 
If you are truly anxious,· if you feel your 

guilt, then, friend, the word of God declares 
unfalteringly, "Believe on the Lord fasus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved." (Acts xvi. 3 r.) 

Kindly read that statement over seven 
times. May God cause. its saving light to 
shine into your heart. 

For, remember, once in hell you are there 
for ever. J. W. S. · 

THE PERSON OF THE. SON, mHRIST is the only begotten 
Son of the Father-co-equal, 
�o-existent, an� co-eterna� (J ohrr 
1. 1, 2, 14, 18 , 1 John 1. 2)

yet one with· Him from all eternity. (John 
x. 30.) " In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God." (John i. 1, 2.) All
things were created by Him, and God hath
spoken to us in- these last days in Him.
(Heb. i. 1, 2.) He is the eternal Son (Heb.

i. 1-4), the born Son (v. 5), the Son by
choice and position (v. 5), the Son coming
to earth (v. 6), the Son reigning (vv. 8, 9).
Finally He is Jehovah from everlasting to
everlasting, the first and the last ! ( vv. 1 o- 1 2 ;

Rev. i. 1 7.) Professing Christian,. how will
you escape if you neglect so great salvation ?
(Heb. ii. 3.)

In time He was born into this world, as it is 
written, "Thou -art my Son, this day have I 
begotten Thee." (Heb. i. 5.) 

Superior to the angels as to name and 
relationship, He was also superior to them 
as to nature. Whereas the Word said, as to 
the angels, ""Who maketh His angels spirits," 
unto the Son He saith, " Thy throne, 0 
God, is for ever and ever." Yet as really 
born of Mary, of Him it was said, "Thou 
hast· loved righteousness, and hated iniquity ; 
therefore God, even Thy God, hath anointed 
Thee with the oil of gladness above Thy 
fellows." (Heb. i. ·7-9.) He was therefore 
God and Man in one person. 

Professing Christian, how will you escape 
if you neglect so great salvation ? 

As to His human nature, He was that 
holy thing. Conceived by the miraculous 
conception of the Holy Ghost, He inherited 
no taint of sin from Adam, yet 'Y_as really 
born of the virgin, and was anointed and sealed 
by the Holy Ghost on the banks of Jordan. 
Thus He was the Christ, i.e. the Anointed 
One. (Luke i. 35 ; Acts x. 38.) Rejected 
of men, He was crucified ; then, dying for 
our sins, was buried, and rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures. (1 Cor. 
xv. 3, 4.) He ascended into heaven, being made
Lord and Christ, where He now sits, the First
born of all creation and the Head of His body, 
until His enemies be made His footstool (Acts 
ii. 34-36; Col. i. 15-18.) . Sinner, He is the
salvation of God now, how will you escape
if you neglect to receive Him ?

He will return, first to take His church 
to glory, and then to judge this world in 
righteousness and reign over the earth for 
one thousand years with His heavenly saints. 
( 1 Thess. iv. 16, 17 ; Acts xvii. 31.) The 
wicked dead will_ be raised to be judged 



160 SCATTERED ,SEED. at the great white throne and put into hell. (Rev. xx. r-15.) The new heavens and new earth will be set up ; and then the Son will deliver up all things to the Father, and God will be all in all. ( Rev. xxi. 1-6.)Thus, 'dear reader, He is the Son of God, revealing God and the Father in grace, as the Word of God. He was the true expression of God come down in grace to save man, in contrast to the law and its times, when God was requiring from man to obey and to love Him. (John i. 17, 18.) He is the Son whom the Father sent to be the Saviour of the world. Thus the word is, " Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God." (1 John iv. 14, 15.) My reader, do you believe in this wonderful expression of the love of God ? Do you believe on the Son ? " He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life : and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him." (John iii. 36.) He is also the Christ, £.e., the Anointed One, of whom. Elisha, the anointed prophet, Aaron, the anointed priest, and David the anointed king, were types. Rejected or' His own nation to whom He came to fulfil the promises made to the fathers, He sits now on the F�ther's _throne, and is finally comingback to sit on His own throne. (Matt. i. 1-16 ·Acts ii. 3·3 ; Rev. iii. 2 r.) As the Anointed Apostle and Prophet He speaks from li.eaven in grace, offering salvation, remission of sins justification, ·eternal life, and glory to all wh� believe. As the Anointed Priest, He has offered His blood to God and borne our sins, by His death opening the way of access to God for any poor sinner. As the Anointed King He is coming to reign, and His name is calle� Jesus, i.e. Jehovah the Saviour. (Matt. i. 2 r.) My reader, do you believe in Him? 
"Oh, believe in Him to-day, 

Trust in Him, no more delay I 
Look to Him whom God has given, 
God's accepted Man in heaven," How will you escape if you neglect so great salvation? (Heb. ii. 3.) A. P. C. 

THE BELLMAN'S WARNING. " DHE water will be turned off at half-past ten." Such was the simple warning which fell on the ears of the householders of a northern town early one autumn morning. Repairs were required in one of the mains,· and as these were about to be effected it wa� necessary to cut off the supply for a while. Thus the message was sounded, and householders arranged forthwith to obtain a sufficiency of water while yet it coursed along the usual channels. To one whose attention was awakened by the ringing of the bell, and who listened to the notice given, the words called up the thought of a fast hastening day when the water of life now flowing so freely will be cut off. The fact that the water supply of the town would be stopped for a few hours was of little importance to the world at large, but a few might be seriously inconvenienced by the arrangement. But. the cessation of the springing of thefountain of the water of life will mark a moment of unspeakable anguish to all those who have neglected to drink of its crystal stream. God warns thee, sinner. The bellman sounds the alarm, and claims thine ear. Hearken to the tidings. "To-day if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts." "Behold, now is the accepted time · behold . h ' 'now 1s t e day of salvation."Still the Saviour cries, "\Vhosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." Still He invites the thirsty to draw near. The moment, however, is at hand when He Himself will rise up and close the door of blessing, and then all demands for admittance will be in vain. Come then now, smner, drink and live. 





162 GOOD NEWS FOR THE YOUNG. 
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SCRIPTURE ARITHMETIC, 

II. 

SUBTRACTION. 

F thou take forth the precious 
. · from the vile, thou shalt be as 

My mouth." (J er. xv. 19.) 
·Here is divine subtraction.

. The precious was to be
taken forth from the vile. There was to be
separation from evil. This is always God's 
path for His people. He would not have 
His own mingl¢ with the world. 

As in the beginning He " divided the 
light from the darkness," so it e;ver has been 
in ·the history of-those whom He has brought 

, near to Himself, He has taken them out 0£ 
the corruption and sin in which the mass 
were plunged and gathered them to Himself. 

Thus, turning to New Testament pages, 
we find that Christ "gave Himself for our 
sins, that He _might deliver us from this 
present evil world, according to the will of 
God and our Father." (Gal. i. 4.) 

Here we learn that it was not only to save 
us· from coming judgment and future misery 
that the blessed Saviour laid down His life ; 
but that He might separate us from the 
world where He Himself had been rejected 
-" this present evil world" as it is termed 
by the Holy Ghost. 

So the earnest call to the Corinthian 
believers was, " Come out froµ1 among them 
(unbelievers), and be ye separate, and touch 
not the unclean thing.-" (2 Cor. vi. 17.) 

You and I, dear young Christian, are 
called to walk in the· footsteps of our blessed 
Lord and Master. Despised and rejected 
of men He was in His life, and in· His 
death the world was united in unholy 
alliance to get rid of Him. Hand joined in 
hand to cast Him out. Pilate and Herod 
were made frie.nds on the day when the 
Lord of glory was ·foully murdered. 

God has yet to settle in righteous judg
ment with the world where His Son has 
been crucified, but meanwhile He is, in 
wondrous grace, separating a people from it 

who will be for Christ's glory throughout 
eternity. These. are "of God," while "the 
whole world lieth in wickedness." ( 1 John 
v. 19.)

If once our· heart is set upon Christ in
glory, and we are touched by a sense of His 
unspeakable love, we shall long to follow 
very closely in the track which He has 
trodden ; and we shall not find separation 
from the evil around us the difficult matter 
which some suppose it to be. 

In _connection with the scripture quoted 
from the Epistle to the Corinthians most 
blessed promises are made: "I will receive 
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye 
shall be My sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty." All the joys of the most 
blessed relationship conceivable will be ours 
as we take the place of rejection with Christ, 
and are distinct from this present world. 

You may think that this subtraction is a 
hard sum indeed, but with the eye on Christ, 
and the heart set upon pleasing Him, you 
will find the world, and the things of the 
world, grow more and more q.istastef ul, and 
be enapled to witness more and more clearly 
for your rej�cted Master. 

BETWEEN THE YEARS, 

A CALL TO THE CARELESS. 

IGH in a tenement, above the. 
d_in and bustle of a northern 

·. city, sat a poor, lone widow.
The house had seen better

,·,:;.'.:: days, but in course of time had
been subdivided amongst a number of 
tenants, all the rooms on a floor opening 
upon a common passage. The widow's 
attic was dismal enough, yet not devoid 
of some comforts, which had been saved 
from the wreck of former years. 

She had few friends and little earthly hope 
to cheer her. 

Her sight and hearing were·-both upon 
the wane, but her faith and hope were in 
God. She sat alone that night during the 
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quiet hours of the fast-closing year, reading living for the world, of which God says, "The 
from the epistles of St. Paul; and gathering fashion'' of it passeth away, and its "friend
comfort from the words which speak of the ship" is "enmity with God." 
believer's blessed- plaee·-"-in Christ Jesus," · You have a choice to make. Let it be 
and the certainty of being for ever with Christ. He is worthy of your heart. He 
Himself. suffered, for sinners, "tasted death " for you. 

No sounds were heard but those which He is risen and glorified at God's right hand 
came from a room below. . There young in heaven, and the Scripture, which "cannot 
and skilful fingers touched the keys of a be broken," declares that whosoever be
piano, and tune followed tune in rapid lieveth on Him shall not perish, but have 
succession. everlasting life. 

The room from which the sounds pro- Satan, your enemy, uses a thousand 
ceeded formed in many respects a contrast things to hinder you from being saved-' the 
to the attic above, being large, airy, and fear of man, the love of dress, a novel, 
well furnished. At the jnstrument sat a a companion; music, dancing, education, 
young woman of about twenty summers, pleasure,. a form of godliness, procrastination, 
with dark hair and pale but pleasant and numberless other things are employed 
features. Music was her passion, her almost to keep you, :if possible, from deciding for 
constant occupation. "It is all my con- Christ. Perhaps you .say, "I am young, 
solation," she had remarked to the widow as strong, full of hopes, the world lies smilingly 
they met in the staircase a few days before. before me. I have bright prospects of life 
She little thought as she uttered the words for years to come. Mar not my peace by 
so lightly that for her eternity was near, with your dark .foreb9dings." Or perhaps you 
all its great realities of weal or woe. She seek to reassure yourself with the plea, 
was the only child of her parents, loved, "I intend to be a Christian before I die." 
indulged, and prize9, but, alas ! she evinced• You are listening to the devil's "to
no love for Christ. His sweet name had no morrow" instead of to God's "to-day." Be 
charm for her ears, and her heart and lips warned, I implore .you, by the above sad 
wer_e never consecrated to sing His worthy history of one cut off in the full bloom of
praise. youth by that same "destroyer," who may 

The city clocks pealed midnight, and grasp you when you think not. "For child
from the distant street were heard the hood and youth are vanity.',_ (Eccles. 
cheers of welcome to the new year, as the xi. 10.) T. R. D. 
passengers exchanged greetings. Then all 
was still again, save the piano notes. But 
in a moment they, too, suddenly ceased. The 
gay singer had ruptured a blood-vessel, and 
now lay stretched upon the floor. 

She never spoke again, and was only able 
to give her stunned parents a parting look of 
recognition. All was consternation as the 
alarmed father rushed for a physician, but it 
was too late. The old year had finished his 
course, and the· new y,ear dawned, but the 
soul of the maiden-minstrel had passed from 
the bounds of time into the realities of 
eternity.· 

Let this brief,-sad history ·carry to you an 
earnest word of warning, if you are still 

LOVE TO CHRIST, 

NCE a mother read to her little 
son about the awful sufferings 
of the Lord Jesus. 
, The boy sprang to his feet 
and ran out of the room, the 

tears rolling down his face. 
When afterwards asked why he so acted, 

he replied, " I was asking God to make me 
love Jesus, who had done so much for me." 

"WE �OVE HIM, 
. . . 

BECAySE HE FIRST LOVED US." 
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THE HEAD AND THE HEART, 

SUPPOSE most of my readers 
will know that a phrenologist 
is one who examines people1s 

,_...,,.,,.,,.," heads, and professes to be able 

Now, would you not like to be happy and 
safe in Christ? Turn then to the blessed 
Saviour. W. J. B. 

LEADING THE BLIND, 

possess, 
them. 

to tell them what faculties they " 
and how to make the best use of 

HEY be blind leaders of the 
blind, and if the blind lead 
the blind both shall fall into 
the ditch." The other day one of these gentlemen 

came into my office. He introduced him
self, and after talking a little, and explaining 
the object of his profession, he remarked, 
"I cannot tell you what sins you have 
committed, or what sort of life you may 
have led.,, 

Seizing the opportunity, I asked, "Have 
you ever had your heart searched?" 

"That is very strange," he replied. "Only 
a few days ago a gentleman asked me that 
very question.,, 

I then quoted the verse in Jer. xvii., 
" The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked : who can know it? 
I the Lord search the heart,» and put the 
question to him again. After a little further 
conversation we parted. The result of the 
short interview I know not; but let me ask 
J1ou, my reader, Have you had your heart 
searched? Have you yet found out that 
you have a desperately ,v.icked heart? You 
may not have stolen from others, or led the 
openly immoral life of some; but "all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 
One evil thought, one lie, must for ever 
shut you out from heaven, if it be not washed 
away by the "precious blood of Christ." 

Can you turn to God, and ask Him to 
search your heart just now ? If you are 
washed in the Saviour's blood you can be 
quite happy at the thought that God is 
looking at you, because all your sins are for 
ever gone. 

God so loved the world, that He sent His 
Son to die, so that. when hearts are searched 
and sinners see how full of sin they are, the 
way is open to flee to the Lord Jesus for 
safety, and He saves them at once. 

It is to be feared that 
multitudes of people, both old and young, 
in our days, are but "the blind" led by the 
blind of whom the Lord speaks ; for, alas ! 
on every hand are those who slight Christ 
and His finished work, and hold out all 
manner of false hopes to men in their sins. 
Thus the god of this world blinds their eyes 
lest the light should shine in. 

Pulpits and platforms are occupied by 
unconverted preachers, and Sunday-school 
classes are taught by those upon whom the 
sun of salvation has never shone. 

So many slight the unpalatable truths of 
God, and set up their own thoughts as the 
standard of truth and think that all is well. 

A simple child who has learned Christ, 
and who has the fear of the Lord in the 
heart, is more fitted to instruct others in the 
things of God than the most scholarly and 
eloquent preacher who knows nothing of the 
grace of God. 

In a country Sunday-school class was' a 
little girl just entering upon her teens, in 
whose_ heart the light of life had dawned. 
She knew that she was a sinner, but she 
knew also that the Lord 'Jesus was the 
Saviour of sinners, and in faith she had cast 
herself upon His completed work, and she 
could rest upon His unchanging word. 
" The blood of Jesus Christ," God's " Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin " was a statement 
upon which her soul could repose. She was 
converted to God, and her words and ways 
witnessed to the reality of the Spirit's work. 

Joying in her Saviour's love, �he oi:ie 
Sunday spoke to her teacher of the blessed
ness of conversion to God, and was amazed ' 
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to hear her teacher say, "Conversion, con
version, oh, none but murderers and thieves 
need to be converted ! " She was but· a 
blind leader of the blind. 

Seeking to teach others, but untaught 
herself. What must the end be of leader 
and led ! , May the grace of God illumine 
their darkness. 

Our Lord has spoken clearly to all when 
He told the self-satisfied around Him 
" Except ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye shall in nowise enter the 
kingdom of heaven." 

HREADY/' 

AN ADDRESS TO YOUNG PEOPLE. 

REDEEMED. 
EASED .. 
ACCEPTED. 
DEVOTED. 
YEARNING. 

HE �ord Jesus Christ is coming 
agam. 
. The same blessed Person 
who spake as never man spake ; 
who went about doirig good; 

who· touched the leper and caused the 
leprosy to flee; who called dead Lazarus 

forgot the oil needed for the light-these _ 
were the foolish. The others provided 
'themselves not only with lamps, but with oil 
in their vessels besides-these were the 
wise. 

The .Bridegroom tarried, and they seem 
to have turned into some resting-place, for 
they "all slumbered and slept." But at mid
night they were a wakened by the cry-

" Behold, the Bridegroom cometh ; go ye 
out to meet Him." 

Arising hastily, th�y trimmed their lamps, 
and then for the first time the foolish ones 
discovered their lack. Earnestly they re
quested their wiser Gompanions to give 
them of their oil, but this they were not 
willing to do lest their own lamps shou1d 

. require all their provision. They went to 
obtain' a supply, but while they were gone 
the Bridegroom came. Those who were 

· ready entered with Him to share in the
marriage festivities, and. the. door was shut.
The five foolish arrived at length, but too
late.

Thus will it-be at Christ's return. Those
who are ready will go in with Him, and
the door will be clo�ed upon the rest.

Let us think for a little of what it is to be
READY for Christ's coming.

In the first place it is to be 

REDEEMED; 

from his rock-hewn s�pulchre ; who. laid to be delivered from the yoke of sin and 
His tender, loving hands upon tne little from the slaveJy of Satan by the precious 
ones; who ministered food to the hungry, blood of Christ; even as the apostle Peter 
health to the sick, and forgiveness to the says fo believers in the first chapte1' of his 
sinful ; "this same Jesus " is coming back first 'epistle-
again. "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 

To His lo":ed ones He made the promise, redeemed, with ·corruptible things, as silver 
"If I go ... I· wi11 come .again." That and gold • � . but with the precious blood 
promise still awaits its fulfilment. "Yet of Christ." 
a. little while, and He ·that shall come will Paul 'also, in the first chapters of the 
come, and will not tarry." (Heb. x. 37.) epistles .to the Ephesians and Colossians, 

In Matthew xxv. we find a word-picture speaks of the same blessed truth. 
coming from His own lips of grace and "In whom we have redemption through 
faithfulness. There He tells of ten virgins His blood." (Eph. i. 7; Col. i. 14.) 
who went forth to meet the Bridegroom. This then is the Christian's portion. 
Among the number five were wise and five This is the lot of all those who are ready
were foolish. Five took their la:�ps, but . they are redeemed. 

•-==-=· aaaww-:.: m:::u::c::.s ...zm 
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\Ve may wdl pause and consider the 
· infinite cost at which this blessing has been

procured for us. Nothing less th�n the
precious blood of Christ was_ the purc�ase
price. Nought else could gam redemption.
But this has obtained it, and Christ, whose
precious blood was shed that , it might
be ours, ha� gone into heaven, ;ind is seate�
at the right hand pf the Majesty on high.
His place there is a blessed proof of God's
entire acceptance of that ranso�. As
Heb. ix. 12 tells us, "He entered m once
into the· holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us."

Now every sinner who• has fled to Him
for refuge, and who relies upon His finished
work, is entitled to say, " Eternal re
demption is mine; it was bought for me
by the precious blood of Christ."

If I were to purchase a caged lark from_ a
fowler, open its prison door and release 1t,
the liberated songst�r might rise in the open
sky higher and yet higher, pouring out its
thrilling notes of joy and gladness, but I
might never see it again. I have redee.�ed
it, but it knows me not, and does npt reJ01ce
in my presence. Now Christ has redeemed
us that we might be with Him, that we
might enjoy His company now and for ever.
It is our privilege as redeemed ones to be
near Him.

To be ready then is to be redeemed j and
if redeemed, we are

EASED 

froin all the burden of sin which once lay 
upon our consciences, and from all the 
pressure which weighted our hearts. 

The Lord Jesus, in Matthew xi. 2 8, calls 
to the weary and heavy laden to come to 
Him that He may give them restr

He it is who has taken the burden. He 
it is who has endured the judgment. He it 
is who has drunk the cup of wrath, and He 
passed through this. that He might give rest· 
and ease to every ·anxious, troubled soul that 
comes to Him. 

The writer was once seeking peace, but, 
like multitudes of others, he was looking 

for it where it could never be found. At 
length, when all his own efforts had proved 
unavailing, he 

'' Came to Jesus as he was, 
Weary and worn and sad, 

He found in Him a resting-place, 
And He has made him glad . ., 

To be ready is to be eased. But there is 
much more. The believer on the Lord 
Jesus is 

ACCEPTED. 

"Accepted in the beloved." (Eph. i. Q.) In 
all the unclouded favour in which the. Lord 
Jesus Christ-the bl_essed_ 1sen,_ glorifi�d
Man-is now, the believer 1s m Him. How 
complete is his acceptance then-" t"n the

Beloved." Nothing could be added to this 
wondrous position of grace. it is sunshine 
which can never know a shadow. The 
Lord Jesus Christ is beyond death, beyond 
judgment, but more than this, He is in 
the brightest spot of heaven's glory. The 
believer is "in Christ," is· seen· by God as 
past death and judgment, and is taken into 
favour in the Beloved. 

· Have you a doubt as to the acceptance of
Christ, dear believer? Surely you cannot 
have if you behold all the glory of God 
beaming from His blessed face. Then you 
need have none as to your own acceptance, 
for you are " in Him.'' 

There is no need "to question your 
readiness then for the Bridegroom's return. 
The· blood of Christ cleanses you from 
every stain. God looks upon it, and not 
upon your sins. If He were to look upon 
your sins now it �vould be to slight t�e 
atoning death of His own dear Son. This 
assuredly He will never do. . . We have seen what the child of God 1s
redeemed, eased, and accepted. Now let us 
see what he should be as the result of this 
grace. 

All the mercies bestowed upon us so 
lavishly surely call that we should be 

DEVOTED 

to the glory of God and careful as to 
Christ's interests here. 
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"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God

,-
that ye present your bodies 

a living sacrifice, b,oly, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. And be 
not conformed to this world.: but be ye trans-· 
formed QY the renewing of your mind, that Y!! 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and p�rfect, will of God." (Rom. xii. 1, 2.) 

Stories have been told of devotees who 
cast. theipselves under .the triumphal 
car � of J ugg�rnaut - a · heathen god -
thinkil}g to secure blessing thereby from 
one that js "no god," and cannot bless at 
all. Thus they have devoted themselves 
in vain to his service. But believers have 
been blessed by God with all spiritual 
blessings, ar,:id being so richly endowed by 
Him, the Holy Ghost leads them to loving 
intelligent labour. for His praise, and t.o 
whole-hearted consecration to His service. 

It is but a little ,vhile and. the Lord 
Himself will come, but whiie we wait for the 
Son of God from heaven, it is our privilege 
to serve the living and true God by following 
in tqe. steps of our Lord Jesus, . a:1d · by 
seeking in everything to carry out His will.· 

Then we should be 
YEARNING 

over those around us, and desiring to make 
known the riches of grace which are open 
to "whosoever will." 

The Lord Jesus wept over guilty, godless 
Jerusalem which had rejected Him, and 
kne'Y .not of the opportunity of blessing 
which had been given. to its children. And 
should not we · mourn over those who 
still slight, still neglect, or still reject so 
great salvation. 

If we ourselves are fitted by th� Saviour's 
,�ork for His speedy return shall we not seek 
others that they may await Him with us? 

May we oe found then devoted to our 
God, and yearning over relatives, friends, 
schoolmates, and acquaintances, who as yet 
know not our blessed Saviour. 

Thus shall we pe according to His thought 
for us, and ready for our Master's shout, 
summoning us to His own blessed presence. 

WEAKMINbED OR HONOURABLE? 

HERE are many boys and gjrls 
who seem to pay no heed to 
their parents' .wishes or com"' 
mands, but carry-out their 6wn

. wills. Such conduct must soon_er 
or later end in sorrow and shame. 

A lad whom· I know was forbidden by his 
father to go �o a dog show. He argued tl)at, 
having promis#l a friend to go, by not"goi_ng 
.he would break his word. His father replied, 
"Tell· your frierid you must obey my ,vill." 
He replied, "He will think me weak-minded." 
He feared to be accounted weak-minded if 
he obeyed his father. 

Such, alas ! is the idea Satan instils into 
young hearts. 

But whaJ is more honourabl� than ob�di
e�ce to parents? Always respect your 
parents. 'Submit _to them- at all costs, aqd 
God will bless you in it; for He says, "-My 
son, .hear the instruction of thy father, and 
forsake not the law of thy mother; for they 
shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, 
and chains about thy neck." "Length of 
days, ancl long life, and peace, shall they add 
to thee." "Children, c,bey your parents in 
the. Lord: for this is right." "Children, 
obey your parents in all things : for this is 
well pleasing unto the. Lord." 

HIS· LOVE MORE THAN OURS. 

\.__� .... Ml 
C HRISTIAN doctor visited a 
sick child. , 

She was very· low, and lying , 
with her eyes closed, unable to 
take interest in anything about 
her. 

He asked, "Do you love Jesus?'' But 
there was no response.· Then he asked, 
"Does Jesus love you?" In a moment her 
face was covered with smiles, and throwing 
her arms above her head she cried joyfully, 
"Yes ! Yes!" Her love was little, but in 
His great love she could rejoice. * * *
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