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The Great Ruins of Egypt. 
By Mr. Geo. Goodman. 
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The interest of. the Christian worker in 
the ancient ruins of Egypt is not merely 
that of curiosity. Those massive tombs 
and temples speak to his heart in a most 
impressive manner, and bring up many 
thoughts of God's dealings with man and 
of man's relation to God in those far-away 
days. 

The interest is chiefly two-fold; first, as 
showing the thoughts of man as to a 
future state, and, secondly, his conception 
of God and the manner in which He is to 
be worshipped. 

It has often occurred to the writer, as 
doubtless to others who have pondered 

· these records of the ·past, that there are 
many .indications which point to the possi
bility of man having declined from a true 
knowledge of God. It is the custom of 
science to speak of man emerging from 
darkness and feeling after God-forming 
a truer conception of the Deity as the ages 
advanced. 

Is this so ? Rather, do not , these ruins 
seem to reveal evidence of a purer know-

ledge of God lost by sin as men, '' pro
fessing themselves to be wise, became 
fools, and changed the glory of the un
corruptiible God into an image made like 
to corruptible man, and to birds, and four
footed beasts, and creeping things. 
Wherefore God also gave them up to un
cleanness " (alas, what evidence of this 
abounds !) " who changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped 
and served the creature more than the 
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen " 
(Rom. i. 22-25). 

The tombs , with their inscriptions and 
books.,o.f the dead, seem to point to a once 
true knowledge of judgment to come, the 
resurrection of the body, and the blessed
ness of et,erriity in the presence of God, 
which got less and less clear and more and 
more trivial and degraded as the ages 
advanced, until such knowledge was 
restored, in the grace . of God, by the 
'' more sure word of prophecy '' and reve-
lation. . 

For example, how beautiful are the 
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words of. the hymn to Ra (the Sun God) 
from the Papyrus of-Ani ! 

" Grant , thou tha t .I may reach the heaven 
of eternity, and , the mountain of thy 
favoured . ones ! May I be joined with the 
shining .beings, holy and perfect , of the nether
world. M ay I come _forth with them to see 
thy beauties ! " 

How simila r in des ire and expression is 
this , were it only addres sed to the Creato r 
rather than the created thing , to the in
spired words of David : ' ' I shall be satis
fied when I awake in Thy likeness , " 
"That I m ay see the beauty of the Lord 
in the land of the li ving ." 

But however this may be, the ruins 
speak t o u s of the pomp and pride of ma n 
and the va nity o f his efforts and his god s. 

It is a striking fa ct that it was that 
Pharaoh (Rameses I I.) who proudly 
aslie d, "vVho is the Lo rd (Jehovah) tha t 
I should obey Him ? " who se ruins mostly 
oover Egypt a nd whose fall en s tatue, 
lying on its face in the Ramesseum, re
minds one ,f,o,rcib ly o f the image of Dagon 
fallen befor e the Ark of the Covenant. 
H e was the greates t builder of a ll, and 
erected in hi s g reat temples many colossal 
statues of himself in honour no mina lly of 
his gods, b ut , like the worship of a ll fal s-e 
worshippe rs , more in honou r of himself. 

The -enormous number and extent of 
the ruins of Egypt ,is not generally 
realised. There are no less tha n sev enty 

pyramids ye t to be seen. These giant 
tombs are of enormous size and wonderful 
antiquity. One of the greatest and oldes t 
is the Step P yramid of Sakkara, built by 
Tc heser, the third king of the third 
dynasty, and stated to have been.erected 
about B.C. 3950. It stands nearly 200 ft. 
high, upon a base 352 by 396 ft. This 
even is far surpassed by the pyramids of 
Gizeh, so well known, the la rgest of 
which, that of Cheops, is 451 feet high 
(origina lly 48 1), upon a base 775 ft. 
square . It oontains 85,000,000 cubic fe et 
of stone, and would tower 130 feet above 
the cross on St. Paul's Ca thedral. 

F a r more interesting, however , a re the 
ruins of Karn ak , on the rig ht ba nk of the 
Nile, about 550 miles fr om its mouth
certa inly the most wonderful ruins in 
Egypt. 

This enormous temple was dedicated to 
Amen R a , and was built a nd added to by 
various kings from Thothmes III. (B. c. 
1700) to Ptolemy IX. (B.C. 147) until its 
s ize was fiv e times tha t of St. P aul 's 
Ca thedra l. The entrance was th roug h an 
avenue of sphinxes, 6 ,500 ft. long and 
eighty fee t wide, which connected it with 
ano th er t,emple a t Luxo r- itself a mig hty 
ruin s till. 

~ he Hall of Columns in the T emple at 
Karnak is world-reno wned. Twelve 
column s s ixty fee t high and thirty-five feet 
in c ircumference,. with 122 columns forty 
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