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G
OD hns n message for you, and you must listen to it. If you do 

not listen now, you will have to listen later. The Gospel 
is Good News-so why should you turn your back on a person 
with good news? Just listen while I tell you about itl 

You are living in God's world. Men in general are making a pretty 
mess of it, are they not ? But what about you ? What are you doing 
about it ? Do not tell me you cannot do anything. What sort of man 
or woman you are matters. It matters to your family, to your parents, 
to your husband or wife, your children. your companions, your work
mates, your neighbours. the people who travel on the same train or bus. 
It matters to the town you live in, to the country, to the world. lt 
matters to every one-even -me: but most of all it matters to God. 
Don't tell me it is no business of mine. I have to live in the same world. 
What you are, what you think, what you say, what you do matters to 
m~it affects the world I live in; so I have the right to talk to you 
about it. But more than this; I have the duty to talk to you; God 
wants me to do so. It matters to God what you are like and how you 
live. What you believe makes a difference to what you are like and 
bow you live. God has declared .Himself ; He has spoken His mind 
and has sent a message to you. · 

God has shown us what He is like and what He thinks about men 
in Jesus Christ His Son. Jesus is his idea of a man; Jesus was the sort of 
man God wants you to be. Impossible? Quite so-if you are thinking 
what you can make of yourself. Let us face it Jesus is the standard and 
we just do not come up to it. That is what the Apostle Paul meant 
when he said: "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God". 
It does not mean we "have come short" but we are coming short of 
the Glory of God. We are not up to the standard of God's Glory in a 
man. Jesus could say to His Father: "I have glorified Thee on the 
earth." He brought glory of God in His way of living all the time--and 
,wthing else. We miss the mark, we fall short of the standard. we do 
not bear comparison with Jesus. Let us be honest with ourselves and 
one another and admit it. 

God has a message for you about this state of affairs. He has not 
written you off. He wants to make you like Jesus. You cannot do it. 
He can-but He needs your co-operation. Then He can do it. It is a 
big job. and will not be finished till Jesus comes, but God can make n 
start right now-if you decide to let Him. He can make a new mnn of 
you. and carry on the work until it is completed in the day of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

God's message is this : Repent and believe. Repent for your sin 
against Him. and believe on His Son the Lord Jesus Christ. This is not 
a mere suggestion. God is telling you to do it. You may say: " I must 
take time to think about it. It is n serious matter. T cannot make n 
snap decision. I do not know I can keep it up." 

Now my friend, let us get the situation clear. God is your Maker. 
He has the right to command, and that is just whnt He is doing. Of 
course intelJigent people do not like being talked to like that. I do not 
like it. It does not natter our idea of our own mental powers ; but in 
the Bible we find that it was just to the intelligentsia of Greece. the 
philosophers on Mars Hill, Atl ·. that Paul so spoke. Acts xvii. 17-31. 
"God now commandeth a,,t; ., ~· _· _ . where to repent ... " He puts 
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us all, wise or unwise, intelligent or simple on the same basis : " all men 
everywhere." It was not just a special message to them. It is God's 
message to you. 

Christ, God's Son, came into the world to save sinners, like me, like 
you. He was born a Jew, He was crucified at the demand of the Jewish 
leaders by the Romans, and He died to save the world from sin. He 
died to save you and me. You cannot be neutral to this great story. 
He was raised to life again and is now in heaven waiting for the Day 
when His enemies will be put under His feet. He is coming again, but 
until He comes God's Gospel is sounded forth. 

God is still asserting His authority, His authority over your will. 
your mind. your ~ody. He is telling you to repent, that is to give up your 
sinful will. He is not accepting No for an answer, and He will not allow 
any man to remain unrepentant and unsubmissive. God is going to see 
to it that at the mention of the Name of Jesus every knee should bow; 
Philippians ii. 10. That includes you. One day you will have to bend 
down and humble yourself before Jesus of Nazareth. So will Nero. 
Napoleon. Hitler and Mussolini. It is quite irrational to resist. God 
is not allowing any exceptions. All men everywhere are commanded 
to repent. 

God does not only command, but He warns. Paul says: "God 
now commandeth all men everywhere to repent because He hath 
appointed a day in the which He will judge the world in righteousness 
by that Man whom He hath ordained . . . " You may say : " Surely 
you are not asking an intelligent man like me to be moved by the threat 
of hell-fire?" But you see, you are just the man who needs that threat. 

Clever intelligent people always say of course: "I have a mind of 
my own and have the right to think as I like." But that is where they 
are wrong. If God has revealed the truth, stated the facts and issued a 
command to repent and believe, then it is your duty to think accord
ingly, to embrace the truth, to submit to God in repentance. You have 
no right to believe what is untrue, or refuse to believe the truth. Not to 
believe is to make God a liar. The Bible says: "He that believeth not 
God hath made Him a liar. I John v. 10. 

And God is asserting His authority over your body too. Just as 
faith follows repentance so baptism follows belief in Jesus. " Repent 
and be baptised every one of you in the Name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins." Acts. ii. 38. "Repent and be converted (i.e. turned 
right round) that your sins may be blotted out," Acts iii. 19. 

Now of course " it is a serious matter," but what does not excuse 
delay or hesitation. To delay or hesitate is a serious matter. It is not for 
you to argue or reason or delay, but to do what you are told. To 
hesitate is merely to prolong the disobedience. 

Time and time again in life you make snap decisions. Probably 
the greater number of the most serious and important decisions of your 
life have to be made in a hurry. But let us be frank. You have had 
ample opportunity to consider God's claims upon you. You may or may 
not have had the Gospel presented to you before with quite the same 
degree of urgency, but if this catches you by surprise, is it not because 
you have decided hitherto to put these things on one side ? Suppose 
you have had a bitter quarrel of long standing with a friend or relation 
and steadily and obstinately refused to apologise or make amends. 



Quite unexpectedly a new and favourable opportunity occurs. You 
mnke n quick decision to abandon your hatred and bitterness and be 
friends agnin. Is your decision which is so plainly right, less wise, less 
justifiable merely because it was made in a hurry? You may have to 
take some pains to show by consistent conduct subsequently that it was 
genuine and sincere, but that is a different matter. 

Repentance is more than regret. It means that the sin is hated. 
condemned and given up. An honest and good heart might well ask: 
" Can I keep it up ? ", but here God comes to the rescue, because the 
Gospel is a message of saving power as well as a call to repentance. 
You will of course fail, for none of us achieves perfection in this life. 
The risk, or even certainty, of occasional failure in the Christian life 
is no excuse for not obeying God's call to repentance and faith. Per
haps the writer may be allowed to suggest, that a most imperfect 
Christian is nevertheless able to point out, that but for the Grace of 
God his life might have been not of mere imperfection and failure, but 
positive depravity and degradation. While fidelity to truth may involve 
the exposure of a hypocrite, the faltering steps of a true convert will be 
appraised by Christ Himself at their true worth, and the humble and 
spiritually intelligent will now discern the difference between the 
sanctimonious exterior of a humbug and the frailty of which the most 
holy are most sensible. In the Gospel you have the chance to make 
a fresh start with God's help, to be remade, new-created into a man or 
woman like the Lord Jesus. Th~ power of God can do wonders. What 
He has done for others He can do for you. 

God's Gospel is an authoritative message, a trumpet-call, a clear 
invitation and an urgent warning. Do not despise the warning lest 
you find yourself ushered before Christ the Son of God as Judge of 
the Living and the Dead to receive the due reward of your deeds. It is 
vitally important that you should repent now. Think not that you have 
time " to make up your mind " and delay is of no consequence. The 
Day of the Lord comes as a thief in the night (I Thess. v. 2; II Peter iii. 
10) and in that Day you will have to answer for your opportunities. 
God is now grantin~ men repentance unto life, Acts xi. 18. Judas the 
traitor repented. His was the repentance of remorse. Is that how you 
will repent? Filled with remorse at lost opportunities of God's 
blessing? May it not be so! 

God's Gospel is also a message of love, grace and mercy. peace 
and joy. It is called the Gospel of the Grace of God: but that must 
be the subject of another tract. Let me close this tract with the 
authoritative message of Romans x. 9: -

" If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in 
thine heart that God has raised Him from the dead, thou shalt he 
saved." 

God is not asking you to adopt a theory or accept an idea, but to 
put your personal attitude to Him in order. He requires you to obey 
Him and submit to His Son Jesus Christ Our Lord. May you do 
this for your own joy and blessing now and for eternity! .. ( 
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